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hundred  miles  of  Shamokin.  Mr.  Seiler  has  been 
gradually  retiring  from  the  active  work  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  has  proved  his  worth  by  his  efficient 
services  in  a number  of  corporations  whose  very 
existence  has  meant  a great  deal  to  the  develop- 
ment of  Shamokin.  He  is  vice  president  of  the 
Guarantee  Safe  Deposit  & Trust  Company,  of 
which  he  was  an  organizer  and  first  treasurer; 
president  of  the  Shamokin  Street  Kailway  Com- 
pany; president  of  the  Board  of  Trade;  vice  presi- 
dent and  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Anthracite 
Fire  Insurance  Company;  treasurer  of  the  West 
Ward  Building  & Loan  Association;  treasurer  and 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Black  Diamond  Build- 
ing & Loan  Association;  and  a leading  member  of 
the  Anthracite  Association,  which  was  organized 
in  1898  to  j^romote  the  sale  of  anthracite  and  to 
secure  reasonable  prices  for  same.  He  is  a Re- 
publican, and  has  served  in  the  council.  He  is  an 
elder  in  St.  John's  Reformed  Church. 

In  1869  Mr.  Seiler  was  married  to  Caroline 
Bower,  daughter  of  Michael  Bower,  of  Lower  Ma- 
hanoy  township ; Three  children  have  been  born 
to  them : One  died  in  infancy ; Cora  B.  married 
Dr.  Richard  H.  Simmons,  of  Shamokin;  Lula  is 
at  home. 

CHARLES  II.  SHULTZ,  master  carpenter  for 
the  Pennsv'lvania  Railway  Company  at  Sunbury, 
Northumberland  county,  has  been  in  the  service 
of  that  company  continuously  since  1884,  and  has 
been  at  his  present  location  since  the  year  19t\l. 
He  was  born  July  24,  1846,  at  Orwigsburg, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  Shultz, 
a native  of  A^mmelsdorf,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  a 
descendant  of  an  old  and  distinguished  Berks 
county  family. 

The-  Shultzes  (or  Schultzes)  were  among  the 
adherents  of  the  religious  sect  known  as  Schwenk- 
felders,  founded  by  Kaspar  Schwenkfeld  (1490- 
1561),  a Silesian  nobleman  and  miffittv  factor  in 
the  Reformation,  who  settled  in  Hereford  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  and  the  adjoining  region  of 
upper  Montgohiory  and  westein  Lehigh  counties. 
They  trace  their  lineage  to  one  IMathias  Schultz, 
who  was  born  in  1612,  lived  through  the  Thirty 
Years’  war  and  died  in  1682,  in  his  seventieth 
year,  at  Lower  Harpersdorf,  in  wliat  was  tlien  the 
principality  (how  a government  district)  of 
Liegnitz.  Silesia.  His  son,  IMslchiov  Scltultz.  is 
said  to  have  been  born  in  1617.  and  died  in  1708, 
leaving  among  other  children  two  sons,  Melchior 
(1680-1734)  and  Balthaser  (1682-1727 ) . Botli 
of  these  sons  died  in  Saxony,  the  former  at  Ber- 
thelsdorf,  ^ibout  two  months  before  the  oniigration 
to  this  country,  then  being  contemplated.  IMel- 
chior  Schultz  (1680-1734)  was  the  father  of 
George,  DIelchior  and  Rev.  Christoplier  Schultz, 
all  of  whom  married.  The  son  Dlelcltior  married 
twice,  but  had  no  children  bv  eitlior  wife.  De- 


scendants of  the  other  two  sons  still  flourish  hi 
Berks  county.  The  widow  of  Balthaser  Schultz, 
Susanna  (Dieterich),  and  her  four  children, 
George,  Susanna,  Maria  and  Barbara,  accompanied 
about  forty  other  followers  of  Kaspar  Schwenkfeld 
to  America  in  1734. 

The  Shultzes  here  under  consideration  come 
from  the  foregoing  source.  Governor  Shultz  of 
Pennsylvania  was  of  the  same  stock.  The  great- 
grandfather of  Charles  H.  Shultz  was  known  as 
"Squire'’  Shultz  and  was  a man  of  prominence  in 
his  day.  A portrait  of  him  done  in  India  ink,  and 
in  typical  Colonial  style,  portrays  him  standing 
in  front  of  a high  writing  desk,  goose-quill  in  hand, 
a high  stool  by  his  side,  and  pictures  him  as  a man 
of  dignified  and  honorable  mien.  This  portrait  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  his  great-grandson, 
Charles 'H.  Shultz,  of  Sunbury,  wlio  also  has  ex- 
cellent likenesses  of  his  paternal  grandparents 
done  in  India  ink. 

Henry  Schultz,  grandfather  of  Charles  H..  lived 
in  the  vicinity  of  Womelsdorf,  Berks  county,  in 
what  was  known  locally  as  the  ■’Schnialtz  Goss," 
and  there  died  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years.  He 
is  buried  at  \Toraelsdorf.  In  religion  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Evangelical  Association.  By  trade 
he  was  a tailor,  and  he  also  acted  as  nurse  among 
the  sick,  occasionally.  His  wife,  Christian  (Mil- 
ler), long  survived  him,  living  to  be  nearly  ninety 
years  old.  They  had  the  following  family : 
Henry,  father  of  Charles  H.  Shultz;  Samuel,  a 
tailor  and  merchant,  who  lived  at  Schuylkill 
Haven;  Rebecca,  Dlrs.  Hackman;  Maria,  Mrs.  ''.Vil- 
liam  Shaner;  and  Susan,  Mrs.  Jacob  Snyder. 

Henry  Shultz  was  born  at  TVomelsdorf,  Berks 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  lived  for  many  years  in  Schuylkill 
count}’.  He  was  a prosperous  carpentei  and  con- 
tractor at  Schuylkill  Haven,  that  county,  building 
a large  number  of  liouses.  churches,  seitools  and 
other  buildings  at  that  place  and  in  the  adjoining 
territory,  among  others  the  IMethcdist  and  Evan- 
gelical churches  at  Pine  Grove.  He  gave  employ- 
ment to  as  niany  as  ten  men.  A prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Brethren  Church  at  Sehuvlkill 
Haven.  l>e  was  regnilar  in  attendance  on  church 
worship  and  served  as  trustee  of  that  congregation. 
IMr.  Shultz  died  IMay  20,  1909,  at  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
in  his  eighty-seventh  year,  and  he  and  his  wife 
Catharine  (Geiger)  are  buried  iu  the  Charles 
.Evans  cemererv  at  Reading.  Berks  county.  Site 
was  a daughter  of  Henry  and  Catharine  (clover) 
Geiger,  of  near  Orwigsburg,  Sflmvlkill  T'o..  J’a. 
'Mr.  and  IMrs.  Shultz  had  four  cltildren:  Samuel, 
who  is  decea.sed  ; Charles  II.;  John  A.,  of  Harris- 
burg, Pa.;  and  Inin,  who  died  in  infancy  in  1864. 

(lharles  H.  Shultz  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Schuylkill  TIaven,  whither  h.is  parents  moved 
when  he  was  but  nine  moutlis  old.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen  he  began  to  leani  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  has  ever  since  followed,  since  1881  in  the 
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service  of  the  f^eimsylvrmia  I’aiiway  Company.  He 
has  been  stationed  at  ditferent  places,  having  been 
at  Beading  and  Harrisburg  before  his  assignment 
to  Sunbury,  in  -1901.  At  Beading  he  was  as- 
sistant master  carpenter  for  a period  of  si.vteen 
years,  and  throughout  his  location  in  Sunbury  has 
been  master  carpenter  there,  liaving  a force  of 
sixty  men.  He  has  a high  reputation  as  a me- 
chanic, and  in  the  discharge  of  his  present  re- 
sponsible duties  has  proved  himself  possessed  of 
excellent  executive  ability  as  well.  He  is  a worthy 
representative  of  an  honorable  old  family  and 
thoroughly  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  At  the 
time  of  the  threatened  invasion  of  Pennsylvania 
in  the  Civil  war  he  was  in  the  Union  service  for 
ninety  days  as  a member  of  Company  I,  39th  Begi- 
ment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Beformed  Church. 

In  1867  Mr.  Shultz  married  Ellen  Koch,  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  and  Catharine  (Heiser)  Koch,  of 
Schuylkill  county,  and  to  them  have  been  bom 
three  children:  (1)  Katie  is  the  wife  of  Bev.  An- 
drew Smith,  a graduate  of  Franklin  and  ^Marshall 
College  and  theological  seminary,  and  now  a minis- 
ter of  the  Beformed  Church,  stationed  at  Y ork,  Pa. 
(2)  Harry,  who  died  Dec.  20,  1910,  was  a train- 
master in  the  service  of  the  Pennsvlvania  Bailway 
Company  at  Harrisburg.  (3)  IMamie  died  when 
nine  months  old. 

FAIBCHILD.  There  are  few  names  in  the 
upper  section  of  Northumberland  county  better 
known  than  that  of  Fairchild.  The  brothers  Sol- 
' omon  and  Abram  Fairchild,  the  former  now  liv- 
ing retired,  the  latter  reeentlv  deceased,  were  for 
years  among  the  most  prosperous  farmers  of  Chil- 
lisquaque  township,  where  Solomon  Fairchild  still 
resides.  Farming  always  claimed  their  principal 
attention,  but  they  also  interested  themselves  in 
the  various  industrial  and  financial  institutions  of 
the  county,  so  that  they  were  associated  with  rauc-h 
of  the  progress  of  the  region  in  other  resi-iects  as 
well;  and  they  made  and  maintained  a high  repu- 
tation for  business  .sagacity  and  judgment,  for  in- 
telligent foresight  and  enterprise  of  the  most  com- 
mendable quality. 

■ The  Fairchilds  are  of  a Luzerne  couniy  family. 
John  Fairchild,  their  grandfather,  lived  and  died 
at  Newport,  Luzerne  county,  where  he  followed  his 
trade,  tliat  of  blacksmith.  He  married  Mary  Van 
Dine,  of  Holland. 

Solomon  Faircliild,  son  of  John,  was  born  Oct. 
17,  1783,  in  Luzerne  couutv.  and  learned  the  trade 
of  his  father,  which  was  his  occupation  for  mauv 
years.  He  also  engaged  in  farming.  He  d.ie<1  in 
1854.  * On  Jan.  19.  1896,  be  married  Elizabetii 
Lutsey,  like  himself  a native  of  Luzerne  county, 
born  May  23,  1789,  who  died  in  1839.  They  were 
meniber.s  of  the  Presbvtcrian  church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Solomon  Fairchild  ri.'Ca'ed  a large  faniilv.  as 


follows:  Polly,  born  June  28,  18<)7,  who  was  mar- 
ried A|)ril  3,  1821,  to  Daniel  Vandemark  and  died 
in  1826  ; Annie,  born  May  3i,  1809,  who  married 
Henry  Styer  in  1825  and  died  in  1844;  iMargaret, 
born  IMay  14,  1811,  who  married  John  Boscncrantz 
in  Marcii,  1830;  John,  born  Feb.  19,  1813,  who 
married  IMartha  Line  in  1836;  Bosannah, 
born  iilay  21,  1815,  who  manned  Cornelius 
Styer,  of  Montour  county,  in  1833;  Wil- 
liam, born  May  13,  1817;  Elizabeth,  born  May 
16,  1819,  who  married  Peter  Kutz,  and  died  in 
1871 ; Priscilla,  born  Aug.  31,  1821,  who  married 
Matthias  Paisley,  cf  Butler  county.  Pa.;  Solomon, 
born  l\lay  15,  1823;  Isabella,  born  June  16,  1825, 
who  married  Ziba  Kramer,  of  Iowa;  Martiia,  born 
June  10,  1828,  wlio  died  in  1835;  Emily,  born 
Dec.  29,  1830,  who  died  in  1834,  and  Abram, 
born  Dec.  25,  1832. 

Solomon  Faihciiild  was  born  near  Nan- 
ticoke,  in  Luzerne  county.  May  15,  1823.  was 
reared  in  his  native  county  and  received  his  edu- 
cation there  in  the  public  scliools.  He  followed 
farming  throughout  his  active  rears.  Moving  to 
Northumberland  county  from  Luzeime  in  1874.  he 
settled  at  his  present  home,  Jiear  Millou,  prurchas- 
ing  the  Creasy  farm  from  Daniel  Fisher.  It  con- 
tains 114  acres  of  excellent  land,  and  there  Mr. 
Fairchild  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  He  re- 
modeled the  buildings  soon  after  taking  possession, 
and  has  made  nimierous  iniprovements  on  the 
place  which  make  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  and 
valuable  country  homes  in  that  neighborhood. 
Tfiroug'hout  his  active  years  as  an  agriculturist 
Mr.  Faircliild  stood  foremost  among  the  progres- 
sive farmers  of  his  locality,  his  success  being  rceog- 
nized  as  the  result  of  the  most  intelligent  manage- 
meiu  bar-ked  by  well  directed  eaergv.  He  may 
well  be  classed  among  those  who  have  made  fann- 
ing vdiat  it  is  today — the  most  valuable  practical 
science  of  the  age.  Mr.  Fairchild  was  long  a di- 
iv'ctor  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  IMiltou,  and 
he  was  likeudse  interested  in  tlic  adminiscrariou 
of  local  public  affairs,  serving  as  school  director 
and  ill  other  township  (/tfices  in  Luzerne  c-<:)mity. 
He  is  a Bepublicau  in  political  faith.  Honored 
and  respected  by  alt  who  know  him.  he  is  a citizen 
whose  life  lias  been  a credit  to  the  community  in 
which  it  has  been  lived. 

On  Dc('.  23,  1858,  Mr.  Faircliild  was  married  to 
Emily  Lines,  daugliter  of  Abram  Lines,  of  Luzerne 
county.  She  died  in  1853.  On  April  29,  lo56, 
Mr,  Faircliild  married  Sarah  Bobbins,  wlio  was 
liorn  in  1831.  daugliter  of  Jonathan  Bobbins,  of 
Luzerne  county,  and  died  in  1S!)T.  Eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  tins  union  : Ambrose,  now 

living  in  Union  enuntv,  wiio  married  .Vda  L.  Dun- 
kel  (cliildren:  Solomon.  Helen.  Blanch,  de- 

leaved, Edward.  Hunter.  Domiid  and  Olii-istine)  : 
Franklin  P. ; Oeorge  W.,  who  married  Julia  Risliel 
I tiiey  had  children,  Saiah,  Leo,  deceased,  Pearl, 
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George  A.,  Kate  aud  Lester ) ; Solomon  L.,  who 
married,  Mary  L.  Pontius  (they  had  children,  Eoy 
,P.  and  Sarah  E.)  ; Sarah  Elizabeth,  who  married 
C.  C.  Brown,  of  Chambersburg,  Pa. ; Linda  May, 
at  home;  Minnie,  living  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  and 
Grace  D.,  who  married  Harry  Stein,  of  Lewisburg, 
Pa.  Mr.  Fairchild  and  his  family  belong  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  IMilton. 

Abram  Fairchild  was  born  Dee.  95,  1839, 
in  Luzerne  county,  and  was  there  reared  and  edu- 
cated. He  made  fai-ming  his  occupation,  and  fol- 
lowed it  in  his  native  county  until  the  year  1874, 
when  he  removed  to  Xorthumberland  county  and 
settled  upon  the  farm  in  West  Chillisquaque  town- 
ship, where  he  confined  to  make  his  home  until 
his  death.  He  followed  farming  until  his  retire- 
ment, in  1905,  with  the  success  which  has  made 
this  name  a synonym  for  all  that  is  best  in  agri- 
culture in  this  region.  Moreover,  he  always  en- 
couraged, by  word  and  support,  enterprises  which 
promised  to  benefit  the  locality’  generally,  as  his 
connection  with  various  important  local  institu- 
tions goes  to  show.  He  was  until  his  decease  a di- 
rector of  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Milton;  a di- 
rector of  the  Union  Xational  Bank,  of  Lewisburg; 
a stockholder  in  the  Milton  Knitting  Company  ; 
in  the  Milton  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company, 
and  in  the  Milton  Driving  Park  and  Fair  Asso- 
ciation. Xo  man  in  the  district  was  more  prom- 
inently identified  with  its  progress,  and  his  per- 
sonal popularity  was  ample  evidence  that  his  efforts 
were  recognized  as  unselfish  and  appreciated  by 
his  fellow  citizens.  After  coming  to  Xorthuniber- 
land  he  took  no  part  in  public  life,  but  while  in 
Luzerne  county  he  served  two  years  as  supervisor, 
two  years  as  constable,  and  nine  years  as  township 
auditor.  He  wa^a  Eepublican  in  political  matters. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to 
which  his  family  also  belong.  He  died  May  90, 
1911,  and  was  buried  in  Harmony  cemetery,  Mil- 
ton. 

In  1854  Mr.  Fairchild  married  Hannah  Miller, 
who  was  born  in  1834,  daughter  of  Barnet  Miller, 
and  died  in  1905.  She  is  buried  in  the  Lower 
cemetery  at  iMilton,  where  a fine  monument  marks 
her  resting  place.  Ten  children  were  horn  to  iMr. 
and  jVlrs.  Fairchild:  (1)  Eudora  is  deceased. 

(9)  Elizabeth  married  E.  F.  Colvin  and  lives 
at  Milton,  Pa.  Their  children  are:  Abraham, 
who  married'  Mary  Savage  and  has  two  children : 
Martin;  Euth;  Dora,  who  married  "William  Has- 
senkleck,  aud  has  one  child,  Colvin;  and  Di.x  Col- 
vin. (3)  xAnnie  M.,  wife  of  John  D.  Derr,  of 
■Steelton,  Pa.,  has  three  children,  Hannah,  Cramer 
and  iMargaret.  (4)  iMilton  0.,  a farmer,  of  Union 
county.  Pa.,  married  Margaret  Eisseh  and  they 
have  four  children,  Barnet  (married  to  Mary  Cnn’e 
and  had  one  child.  Christine,  deceased),  dames  E.. 
Elmer  and  iMargaret.  (5)  Elmer  died  when  six 
years  old.  (6)  iMarv  married  Evei'  Spvker  and 
32 


lives  at  Lewisiiurg.  They  have  three  children, 
Maria,  Baker  and  Elizabeth.  (7)  Angus  A.,  wlio 
lives  on  the  homestead,  married  Annie  Auten,  a 
sister  of  Judge  Auten,  of  Xorthumberland  county, 
and  has  four  children,  Myron,  DeWitr,  Anna  ami 
Abram,  Jr.  (8)  Clara  J.  married  0.  B.  Gran- 
cell, and  they  have  two  children,  Fairchild  and 
Euth.  (9)  Milo  Wesley  died  when  twenty-hnir 
years  old.  He  married  Mary  J.  IMcCurdy  and  had 
one  son,  Thomas.  (10)  Benjamin  died  when 
three  years  old. 

CULLEX"  FEAZER  SHIPIMAX,  legal  practi- 
tioner of  Sunbury,  is  one  of  the  prominent  young 
men  of  that  borough,  where  he  has  become  well 
established  in  his  profession  during  the  compara- 
tively short  period  of  his  practice.  He  is  con- 
nected with  the  foremost  fraternity  and  club  cir- 
cles of  the  city  and  enjoys  high  standing  among 
a wide  acquaintanceship. 

Mr.  Shipman  was  horn  Jan.  11,  1874,  in  Lower 
Augusta  (now  Eockefeller)  towmship,  Xorthum- 
berland county,  and  was  reared  there.  He  re- 
ceived his  early  training  on  the  farm,  meantime  at- 
tending the  district  school,  and  at  the  early  age 
of  sixteen  he  began  teaching  the  school  in  which 
he  had  formerly  been  a pupil,  in  the  home  neigli- 
borhood.  During  the  several  terms  he  taught  there 
he  continued  his  studies,  by  himself  and  as  a stu- 
dent at  the  Pennsylvania  State  normal  scliool,  at 
Millersville,  and  the  Missionary  Institute  at  Selins- 
grove.  Pa.,  which  he  attended  in  the  spring  terms, 
after  the  common  schools  had  closed.  In  the  fall 
of  1894  he  entered  the  freshman  class  of  Susque- 
hanna Universitvq  at  Selinsgrove  ( formerly  known 
as  the  Missionary  Institute),  where  he  completed 
the  first  two  years  of  his  college  course.  He  then 
entered  the  junior  class  at  Bucknell  College,  where 
he  finished  his  classical  course,  graduating  in  1899, 
in  the  first  rank.  Immediately  afterward  he  took 
up  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Hon.  S. 
P.  ’Wolverton,  in  Sunbury,  and  he  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  the  courts  of  Xorthumberland  counn’ 
June  23,  1902,  since  when  he  has  devoted  all  his 
time  to  legal  practice.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Su- 
preme court  of  the  State  May  91,  1900.  His 
office  has  been  at  Sunbury  throughout  this  time, 
aud  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  patronage,  in 
general  legal  work,  receiving  his  share  of  the  local 
law  business.  He  represented  the  appellant  com- 
pany in  the  case  of  the  Shamokin  IVagon  Works 
against  the  Ohio  German  Fire  Insuranee  Company, 
in  which  a point  of  law  not  formerly  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  on  question  of  agency,  was  decided 
in  favor  of  his  client.  "Mr.  Sldpiuan  is  a member 
of  the  Xorthumberlanc)  County  Bar  Association, 
and  socially  he  is  a member  and  secretary  of  the 
Buclvnell  Alumni  Club  of  Sunbury;  member  and 
T>ast  president  of  the  Anu'ricns  Chib;  lucmbfr  of 
the  Sunbury  Board  of  Trade;  and  mcmlier  of 
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Lodge  No.  22,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  whicL  he  is  a past 
master;  he  had  the  honor  of  opening  the  first  meet- 
ing of  that  lodge  held  in  the  new  Masonic  temple 
at  No.  220  Market  street,  in  April,  1910.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Democrat. 

On  Jan.  25,  1909,  Mr.  Shipman  married  Effa 
Savage,  daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  H.  and  Adelia  F. 
(Garinger)  Savage^  of  Sunbury,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Charles  Garinger,  of  Sunbury,  who  con- 
ducted the  “Shamokin  Dam  House”  in  that 
borough. 

MASSER.  The  Masser  family,  to  which  the 
late  Dr.  Franklin  B.  Masser,  of  Sunbury,  North- 
umberland county,  belonged,  as  also  the  late  Jacob 
C.  Masser  and  his  younger  brother,  Felix  C.  ]\las- 
ser,  both  of  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  the  latter 
still  engaged  in  farming  and  a large  land  owner, 
was  established  in  Berks  county.  Pa.,  in  the  latter 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

Matthias  Masser,  the  first  of  this  family  to  come 
to  America,  was  a native  of  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, and  in  an  early  day  settled  in  Alsace  town- 
ship, Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  farming 
and  at  the  time  of  his  death  owned  a plantation. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Barbara  Ber- 
ger, was  a native  of  Switzerland,  and  they  are 
buried  side  by  side  at  Zion's  Church,  known  local- 
ly as  Alsace  Church.  His  death  occurred  July 
20,  1797,  in  Alsace  tqwnship,  but  no  date  of  her 
death  is  given.  His  last  will  and  testament, 
made  Dec.  12,  1795,  and  signed  ‘’Mathias  Maaser,” 
states  “I  am  old  in  years.”  It  was  witnessed  by 
Jacob  Young  and  John  Spyker,  and  was  probated 
soon  after  his  death.  His  seven  children  were; 
Jacob,  Johannes,  Henry,  Abraham,  Maria,  Esther 
and  Christian  (deceased  wife  of  Jacob  Clauser;. 
they  had  one  child). 

The  early  Massers  worshipped  with  the  German 
Reformed  denomination  and  wore  identified  with 
the  Spiess  and  .Tacksonwald  Churches,  at  which 
many  of  the  name  are  l)uried.  The  family  is  still 
quite  numerous  in  Berks  county,  some  of  its  mem- 
bers still  living  in  the  locality  where  the  emi- 
grant ancestor  settled,  and  in  1909  tiiere  were  nine 
adult  members  of  the  family  in  the  city  of  Read- 
ing. Augustus  W.  IMasser,  a seed  merchant  of  tliat 
city,  bears  a strong  physical  resemblance  to  Felix 
C.  Masser,  of  Northumberland  county. 

Johannes  Masser,  son  of  Matthias,  was  a native 
of  Berks  county  and  settled  in  the  western  part 
of  Schuylkill  county.  Pa.,  near  the  Northumber- 
land countv  line,  taking  up  a large  tract  of  land 
and  following  farming.  The  farm  now  owned  by 
Joel  Schlegel,  in  Eldied  township,  Schuylkill 
county,  was  his  property.  He  married  MargarctlKt 
Fick  (Fickin),  also  a native  of  Berks  county,  born 
April  21,  1772,  who  died  Sept.  30.  1847,  and  she 
is  buried  at  St.  .Tacob’.s  (Howerter's)  Church.  His 
burial  place  is  not  known,  'khey  were  both  Ger- 


man Reformed  members  of  St.  Jacob’s  Church.  It 
is  known  that  Mr.  Masser  was  a tall  man,  and  his 
wife  was  a typical  member  of  a family  noted  for 
strength.  They  had  the  following  children : Fer- 
dinand, who  was  an  extensive  farmer,  lived  near 
Lfniontown,  Pa.;  John,  who  was  a very  rich  man 
at  one  time,  lived  at  various  places  and  died  at 
Gratz,  Pa.;  Jacob  is  mentioned  below;  iMaria 
Magd.  (1802-1880)  married  Charles  Reiner  (1799- 
1878). 

Jacob  Masser,  son  of  Johannes,  was  born  Oct. 
29,  1812,  on  his  father’s  farm,  whore  he  was  reared. 
He  lived  and  died  on  the  farm  now  owned  and  oc- 
cupied by  his  son  Felix  C.  Masser,  to  whom  he 
willed  it,  a property  consisting  of  128  acres  of 
rolling,  fertile  land,  on  the  south  side  of  Line 
Mountain  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  a half 
mile  from  the  Scliuylkill  county  line.  This  place 
was  once  the  homestead  of  the  pioneer  .Jacob  Wag- 
ner (1725-1802).  Jacob  Masser  was  not  only  a 
successful  farmer  Imt  also  an  excellent  mechanic, 
in  which  line  he  was  particularly  well  known.  He 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  and  being  called  upon 
to  make  many  coffins  followed  undertaking  also, 
conducting  many  funerals  in  his  day.  He  made 
considerable  furniture,  of  all  kinds,  and  his  son 
Felix  has  a cupboard  of  his  make  which  is  a most 
creditable  sampdo  of  his  workmanship.  He  made  a 
cupboard  for  each  of  his  daughters.  Late  in  the  for- 
ties he  built  the  barn  whicli  stands  on  the  farm, 
and  he  also  built  a part  of  the  present  residence 
there.  In  politics  ho  was  a well  known  Democrat 
and  he  filled  the  office  of  supervisor  in  his  town- 
ship. He  and  his  family  were  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  which  he  served  a number  of  years 
as  deacon  and  elder,  holding  the  latter  office  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  died  MayyN),  1895,  after  a 
life  of  over  eighty-three  years  in  which  he  .had  en- 
joyed unusually  good  health,  having  been  sick  but 
once,  shortly  before  his  death.  He  was  a well- 
built  and  vigorous  man,  a good  walker,  and  ener- 
getic all  his  days. 

Mr.  Masser  married  Catharine  Christ,  who  was 
horn  Oct.  14,  1816,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Christ 
and  his  first  wife  Maria  (Hepler),  and  sister  of 
Emanuel  Christ  (1794-1831).  Mrs.  Masser  dial 
Dec.  15,  1890,  the  mother  of  fourteen  children, 
eight  of  whom  died  before  the  father:  Daniel, 

born  May  12,  1835,  who  died  Dec.  2,  1859  ; Helena, 
born  Sept.  8,  1836,  who  died  Jnly  22,  1860;  .Jacob 
C. ; Emanuel,  born  June  23,  1840;  Polly;  .John; 
Henry;  Gabriel,  borii  June  1,  1848,  who  died  Oct. 
14,  1866;  Luzetta;  Charles  ; Felix  C. ; Alice,  who 
married  Frank  Geist;  Katie;  and  E.  Celesta,  born 
Aug.  20,  1861.  who  inarrial  Rev.  4Y.  Weicksel.  ami 
died  June  1,  1892. 

Jacob  C.  JIasser,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  .Tune 
8,  1838,  just  across  the  Northumberland  line  in 
Schuylkill  county,  and  was  a farmer  and  stt)ue- 
'iiason  of  Upper  Mahat\oy  township,  li\ing  on  his 


^YT/.Up.d 

'■■'■■  ".f-  -I.!..','  ifr~^ 


Jl  io  ie/sq  m *r  «4  j!foi4w  ip  .A  & .’1 ,8S  .oTI 

^ aid  /•Oil  iocm  iiJd,  j»  ♦t«  w JiadJ  Jirwpoi  w wii^  io,Mdo4^'bfirf 


1f»i  £rsdOt 
-lii'J' 

h 

atsux  if>h  B ijir/if  mJ'W  ,udtil.  ; .«^X 

h'dtj  J«  byv^4^^^mx^  wto  ifi 

ii’n^IX  , voM  Bifnwjn^'Jn  *i  do'iuV  ; .s*I 
• '!L"f]^  T.-flisf!  avhftilD  fioi'rtMfn  (UtiJl^xO^X)  .ipio]/' 

.;i<>  ii,’fMif  8®  rtf  ,»ju  niiJiftr.  li>  Hue  dp^L 

sBv/  'jil  'ju.^h'r  .jt'nal  r''ttiiUit^  aiii  li'o  tSX81  .fti 


Aif  ,5s  .mb  iia: 


a1D(?{ 

./I'  ^ ^ ^ _ 

-0^  ed#  Xo  ,i&^«xiap  adloisdO,  lo  iw" 

. tti^  ^atxa^J  ctfid  tiidoxnad^  sifJ-fr^Dpb  ' 

.dgtrotp^ 


"m: 


• 5i  Biw  i»'jnr«o  -^on  m'lnl  S(|J  no  B«a  feavii  PH  0 ^rlmei  oifT ' 

;ui  ^nn4  «r  rtj  :)  fl.jfl  ,sh^  5alt|nu  -dirf  'to.AW^ 

1.1  fr.T  u.  irt  fii  » do&a?,  iwift  isffcl  p<d# 


Hi  fe>-t;iji  &J,’ I 1o  ^nu?i.‘«crpO.  \jeirt[(Aq  * 

'Til  ill  io  -un"!  iUu:o2,  ‘ulJ  hu  ri-yiKt  aJjJia'l 

UiVil  ii_  ,,^hl«a‘w6l'  ’{pnaiUM  •X'xfqU  Kte^ni;}<i3A,  io  ,diP^^.  A , 

ftwq.Tifin  .aitt{  Ttonoo  Ui;iiv.vxii8  ■sdX  m>»i  Bna  Ai 

iB.  si  f,  'isacroiq  oili  lo  b«i>J8onion  <»di  9‘)w»  eaA  isiiaXpdi  at 

Yhio  Joxi.ecv  t9«s*K..do«Tr  s 'm^Z,.,.\p0aoo  rlM-a&SHm  9ift''W- 

* ^ 

,Of-Jsi  nruilafsshna  B^vrofiol  aiTsPw'j  7«fie»  &fi  atlSw 

oK  ^8l-r«id  r hl4Ao?,a^ii  sdl  U k 

mt  F.hf  . v&&(]ud  'iSf*  rettaitfl  '>is!il^;'  p^odw  ^niiit  M 

KOitx  n ar  /ivtil.v  oHum  aid  Jo  BxeciHqap  a.  aW,  > ^p'’'VpfIjP'  ydS'^JiPiPPsil^  'Ip  avbad  a baw  ,' 

* aiii  X<|  .#*«oiS  U pBis^rf  »Bli  I ' 

[01  Oii.1  fl!  OiiikT  .M  'llzf’yiflih  JiifL  ft'i'i  ?T*.S»4^jll»t;  r-.-rflikf.' 

:;:,i(l  obaid 

,.  

-titli  -flmnA  ?>«!. ^;4ns  \wMB  .ininT,;  WoY  dooitSA^ 

( >0  "^iilauju  H xhuV.!;-//  ■ .diaa’fe'  aid  3io4l|-'aM((^9 

odv  Hi  *r-).i.i:jxf  »di  «n)Bfoil:A[d4!wb0«  ^dbi^: 

is  J’V/f.KYjijsib  aH  r 

-H9  oflrdHilVi  Ki  aoft9^4^  ,,'  !'  ■ ''.'(ijUfbvoiw  jBadA- 

iiUi  :.;.•»»&  fsi-Ai  vjtft®  a<f|*,'.  . 

f ®“''‘  .dJifeii),  aid  ..iw^M  ifiofiiturfoMmC  f^'tmi&a$ 

rj/ii.  ha*  A»dla7/  Ahjo?*  » ,Aw«f  X^;-. 6f«VAW?#Ti^  Bfld.'Wwiqa ' 9^ 

: ._  . ■ ^ «»id  iJd  .i:>piwdATB>o«»tta  sdj  lo 'fOB£^^ 

ftfivr  od'/.-,  .--tErsMr  jsll';^' awcrtsmx/d^ 


.30^  >)j- (ij,.,, .Ri- • , O'dxiis^'l  I siJj  jj-  ,)|§;ii#  :«3wi , iwJ&wb 

fT''1‘«.'^^:,Pi!li'  xUinsi : w|i  id'  €t!^(fi'iHPfli:-  iia*' 
i^.  .] ' 


J«{f>  i<>.tfeisW.  -all/.  .( pi 
.iiriftH-<L'-  irntwrol  5®  •.‘•.oai'Piji  ;di^ 

.Ajxt»i<1  ,j  'I'nfJai.  xn'l  iiMd.;'! %•  .'od^di. 


rliiogp 


':  A W-iji  . 

■"  ■■  ■ W'’’.;  ■ afjjoxjiyr.l/  ArjTiam  ^H' ■ . 

.wjjT.  nvMl  Hji’n'^iy>Bl  U Ai 

ui',omr 

5nf,  «o  jjoiyU 

■’^'A  ' ;,  '^  ■ ,d(“;.j(fgp-*:.fe^ 


jfoiY 

i 9^(q  liaHtrii 


NQETHUMBEKLAXD  COUXTY,  PEXXSYLVAXIA 


499 


eighty-acre  tract  iii  the  extreme  eastern  end  of  the 
township,  on  tlie  south  side  of  Line  Mountain. 
\Vhen  a young  man  he  learned  his  trade,  which  he 
followed  first  at  Asliland  and  later  at  Lost  Creek, 
both  in  Schuylkill  county,  for  about  ten  years, ^ 
after  his  marriage  working  in  Upper  Mahanoy 
township,  this  county.  Most  of  the  land  in  his 
farm  belonged  to  his  father,  but  it  was  he  who 
put  up  the  buildings  on  the  place,  after  his  mar- 
riage. During  the  Civil  war  ho  was  drafted  and 
paid  $300  for  a substitute.  lie  died  July  IT,  1909 
and  is  buried  at  llowerter's  Church.  “ ' 

Mr.  Masser  married  Catharine  Wagner,  daimh- 
ter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  ("Haas)  Wagner,  grand- 
daughter of  Jacob  Wagner  and  great-granddaugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Y'agner  (July  0,  lTX5-Xo\-.  30, 
1803)  and  his  wife  Lovina  (l\rarch  1,  1T36-July 
1,  1837).  Three  children  wei'e  born  to  Mr.  and 
• (1)  Richard  Masser  is  a merchant 

of  Hegins,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  (3)  Xora  Masser 
married  Moses  Trautman,  who  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness as  a merchant  in  Shamokin,  tliis  county. 
(3)  Moxeoe  H.  Masser  was  formerly  a public 
school  teacher,  having  taught  for  six  terms  in 
Upper  Mahanoy  and  M est  Cameron  townships, 
this  county,  and  is  now  the  carrier  on  Rural  Route 
Xo.  2,  from  the  postoffice  of  Pitman,  Schuylkill 
county.  He  also  conducts  the  homestead  farm, 
where  he  and  his  mother  make  their  home,  and 
which  adjoins  the  property'  of  his  uncle,  Felix  C. 
Masser. 

Mr.  Masser  \vas  a Reformed  member  of  St.  Ja- 
cob’s (llowerter’s)  Church,  in  which  he  held  offi- 
cial positions  for  fully  forty  years,  serving  as 
deacon,  elder  and  timstee ; he  was  filling  the  latter 
office  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  family  also 
unite  with  the  Reformed  congregation  of  that 
church.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat.  Mr. 
Masser  was  a most  esteemed  citizen,  and  through- 
out his  long  and  useful  life  upheld  the  best  tra- 
ditions of  an  honored  name. 

Feliz  C.  Masser,  son  of  Jacob  and  Cath- 
arine (Christ)  Masser,  was  born  April  30,  1855, 
and  from  young  manhood  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  in  Upper  ilahanoy  township,  where  he 
now  has  extensive  interests.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  but  his  advantages 
were  limited,  and  when  only  fourteen  he  began 
driving  his  father’s  team  to  market  at  Shamokin, 
once  or  twice  a week.  He  Avas  trained  to  farm 
work  from  his  early  years,  and  after  working  for 
his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-three  years  old 
began  farming  On  his  own  account  in  Upper  Ma- 
hanoy township,  Northumberland  county,  in  the 
spring  of  1879.  He  has  since  lived  at  his  present 
home,  which  he  farmed  as  a tenant  until  his  fa- 
ther’s death,  in  1895,  after  v/hich  the  property 
passed  into  his  iiossession.  He  also  owns  tivo  other 
farms,  one  the  original  Herl)  homestead,  the  other 
the  Sebastian  Zimmerman  stand  in  Schuylkill 


county.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  successful  farmer, 
one  Avbo  has  the  entire  respect  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens and  the  good  will  of  all  who  have  had  deal- 
ings with  him.  A prominent  and  active  member 
of  St.  Jacob’s  Union  Church  (which  is  located  in 
Upper  klahanoy  townsliip,  near  the  Schuylkill 
county  line),  he  was  a deacon  of  the  congregation 
for  thirty  years  and  has  given  faithful  service  in 
every  capacity.  His  family  are  also  identified  with 
that  church. 

In  1875  Mr.  Masser  married  Phebe  Jane  Zim- 
merman, daughter  of  John  Zimmerman  and  a de- 
scendant of  Bastian  Zimmerman.  Fourteen  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union,  namely:  Em- 

ma, l\Irs.  Wilson  Kuntzelman ; Bertha,  Mrs.  James 
Keim  ; Phoebe  Jane,  born  in  1880,  who  died  in 
1881;  Lillie,  wife  of  Isaac  Keim  (cousin  of 
James)  ; Charles,  a farmer  of  Ltpper  Mahanoy 
toAvnship;  Victor,  of  XeAv  York  City;  Arthur; 
Polly;  Katie;  Rajunond;  Frank;  James,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Clement,  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Claremont. 


Henry  Masser,  another  son  of  Matthias,  the 
emigrant  ancestor,  was  born  Feb.  11,  1775,  in 
Oley,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  July  17,  1853.  Aft- 
er learning  the  trade  of  tinsmith  he  engaged  in 
business  for  a short  time  at  Gettysburg  and  Har- 
risburg, Pa.,  in  1801  coming  to  Sunbury,  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  and  establishing  himself  in 
business  in  the  same  line.  In  1809  he  enlarged 
his  business,  dealing  in  general  merchandise  there- 
after, and  he  continued  in  that  business  until 
1853 — shortly  before  his  death.  Throughout  this 
long  period  he  was  at  the  one  location,  occupying 
the  two-story  brick  building  on  the  south  side  of 
^larket  street,  on  the  second  lot  west  of  Center 
alley.  He  Avas  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of 
his  day,  serving  as  county  commissioner,  1808-11 ; 
as  county  auditor,  1813-14,  and  1830-22;  and  as 
justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 

On  Dec.  5,  1802,  Henry  Masser  married  Mary 
Barbara  Baldy,  Avho  was  born  at  Sunbury  July  11, 
1785,  daughter  of  Paul  Baldy,  and  died  at  that 
place  June  24,  1828;  her  funeral  sermon  Avas 
preached  from  the  text  Luke  1 :30.  They  had  a 
familv  of  tAvelve  children,  viz. : Mary  Catharine, 

born  'Aug.  31,  1803,  died  April  4,  1805 : Eliza- 
lietb,  bom  June  15,  1805,  married  Rev.  Jeremiah 
Shindell,  of  AllentoAvn,  Pa.,  Avho  died  before  her; 
William,  born  Sept.  4,  1807,  Avas  a farmer  and 
lived  near  Three  Rit'ers,  Mich. ; Henry  B.,  born 
Aug.  17,  1809,  died  July  8,  1897,  is  mentioned 
below:  John  was  born  June  17.  1811;  ^lary  Ann, 
})orn  l\Iay  o,  1813,  married  Francis  Bucher,  of 
Sunbury,  Avhom  she  survived,  her  death  occur- 
ring Oc^t.  1,  1903;  Peter  B.,  born  April  11,  1815, 
died  Xov.  14,  ISGO;  Charles,  born  Feb.  14,  1817, 
died  Aug.  1.  1841;  George  Washington,  born  Feb. 
32,  1819,  di«l  klarch  13,  1870;  Jacob  B.,  born 
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Jan.  17,  1820,  died  Sept.  10,  1870  ; Edward  Bakly, 
born  May  9,  1822,  died  Xov.  7,  i852 ; Henrietta 
A.,  born  Oct.  16,  1821,  died  Aug.  10,  1832. 

Henry  B.  Masser,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  Aug. 
17,  1809,  at  Sunbury,  and  there  received  his  early 
education  in  the  local  schools.  To  a large  degree 
' he  was  self  educated,  or  at  any  rate;  he  obtained 
all  his  higher  education  -after  he  began  to  depend 
upon  himself,  as  he  left  school  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen to  take  charge  of  his  father's  store.  There- 
after he  pursued  the  study  of  the  classics  under 
Charles  G.  Donnel  and  Eev.  'William  G.  Smith,  re- 
-eeiving  private  tuition,  and  he  studied  law  with 
Alexander  Jordan.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Xorth- 
umberland  county  bar  Xov.  5,  1833,  at  the  same 
time  as  James  Pollock,  Charles  W.  Hegins  and 
Samuel  P.  Johnson,  all  of  whom  became  president 
judges  in  Pennsylvania  (Pollock  in  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  Hegins  in  Schuylkill  county  and 
Johnson  in  IVarren  county)  and  Pollock  was  also 
governor  of  the  Stete.  ‘Tf  is  doubtful  whether 
four  men  of  equal  ability  and  subsequent  promi- 
nence W'ere  ever  admitted  to  the  local  bar  at  the 
same  time  on  any  other  occasion,'"'  !Mr.  Masser 
having  long  been  one  of  the  di.stinguished  citizens 
of  his  State.  He  was  soon  firmly  established  in 
legal  practice  at  Sunbury,  and  in  1839  was  hon- 
ored with  appointment  as  deputy  attorney  general 
for  Xorthuml)crland  county,  filling  that  office  with 
dignity,  efficiency  and  ability  for  a period  of  six 
years.  During  that  time  he  never  bad  an  indict- 
ment quashed — a record  few  incumbents  of  the 
office  can  approach.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
was  the  oldest  resident  lawyer  of  Sunbury. 

However,  it  was  not  alone  in  legal  circles  that 
Mr.  Masser  gained  prominence.  His  natural  tal- 
ent as  a writer  early  found  expression  in  contribu- 
tions, to  the  local  papers  and  eventually  led  him 
to  devote  his  best  elforts  to  journalistic  work.  In 
September,  1840,  as  the  result  of  unexpected  de- 
velopments in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party, 
the  Sunbury  A)nericnn  was  founded  by  him  and 
a few  associates  in  the  interest  of  Hegins's  cam- 
paign, and  though  tlie  first  demand  for  this  or- 
gan was  soon  a thing  of  the  past  the  paper  con- 
tinued to  groAv  in  strength  and  force  and  influ- 
ence, being  the  oldest  paper  in  continuous  exist- 
ence in  the  borough.  As  its  editor  and  puhlislier 
(for  the  most  part  alone)  for  a ]jeriod  of  almost 
twenty-nine  years,  he  occupied  a place  among  local 
journalists  and  in  the  history  of  local  journali.sm 
, which  makes  his  work  and  influence  of  pennan- 
ent  value.  ■ His  executive  talents  insured  the 
material  success  of  the  paper  once  it  was  fairly 
launched,  and  his  trenchant  pen,  progressive  ideas 
and  modest  but  forceful  expressions  minrnanded 
the  attention  of  thinking  people  in  all  cla.sses  and 
parties.  A sagacious  observer  of  the  political  and 
social  trend  of  his  day,  his  editorials  were  widely 
copied  as  embodying  cou'^ervative  and  unbiased 


opinions,  for  though  he  was  an  ardent  Democrat 
he  rendered  especially  effective  service  in  foster- 
ing the  growth  of  public  sentiment  toward  a pro- 
tective tariff  and  supported  Pollock  for  Congress 
in  opposition  to  the  party  candidate  on  the  tariff' 
issue.  Though  the  county  was  then  strongly  Dem- 
ocratic normally,  Pollock  received  a majority  of 
several  hundred,  accountable  to  this  influence. 
Again,  a Whig  candidate  for  a position  on  the  Su- 
preme court  bench  received  a majority  of  six  hun- 
dred in  Xorthumberland  county  mainly  because 
of  the  fact  that  he  received  the  support  of  the 
American  as  the  desirable  man  for  the  place. 
Early  in  Buchanan's  administration  it  became 
identified  with  the  “free  soil”  movement  in  the 
Democratic  party;  supported  Lincoln  shortly  aft- 
er his  first  election,  in  1860,  and  from  that  time 
on  became  a stanch  Eepublican  organ.  The 
American  was  particularly  earnest  in  its  advocacy 
of  measures  designed  to  promote  the  development 
of  the  internal  resources  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
which  Mr.  Masser  was  especially  in  sympathy.  He 
was  not  only  prominent  in  public  affairs  but  also 
interested  in  various  business  enterprises  of  a pri- 
vate nature.  After  giving  up  the  active  editorship 
of  the  paper,  early  in  1869,  he  continued  to  take 
a deep  interest  in  educational  and  literary  mat- 
ters. For  a number  of  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Sunbury  July  8.  1897,  when  he 
w'as  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  he  lived  retired  in 
that  borough.  He  was  for  several  years  a member 
of  the  vestry  of  St.  Matthew’s  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church. 

In  1842  Henry  B.  Masser  married  Diana  M. 
Engle,  of  Sunbury,  who  died  Dlay  7,  1862.  They 
had  two  children:  Henr}"  (born  Feb.  1,  1843, 

died  Sept.  17,  1843)  and  Mary. 

Jacob  B.  Masser,  M.  D.,  sou  of  Henry  and 
Mary  Barbara  (Baldy)  Masser.  was  born  Jan.  17, 
1820.  He  received  the  greater  part  of  his  literary 
education  under  private  tutors,  graduated  from 
Jefferson  Medical  College  in  1841,  and  from  that 
time  until  his  death,  a perjod  of  tliirty-five  years, 
was  a prominent  physician  and  surgeon  in  Sun- 
bury. He  served  one  year  as  a surgeon  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war.  For  one  term.  1S5S- 
61,  he  was  register  and  recorder  of  the  countv.  Dr. 
Masser  was  a M’orthy  and  highly  esteemed  citizen 
of  the  boi’ough,  and  Ms  death,  which  occurred 
Sept.  10,  1876,  was  widely  mourned.  He  married 
Sarah  Heighler,  who  survived  him. 

Fkaxkt.tn'  Bache  DIasser.  iM.  D.,  late  of  Sun- 
bury, was  born  there  July  14,  I860,  son 
of  Dr.  Jacob  B.  Masser.  and  died  in  his 
native  city  Dec.  22.  1891,  at  the  early 
age  of  thirtv-one.  He  received  his  earlv 
education  in  the  local  public  scliools.  and  gradu- 
ated from  the  Hahnemann  IMedical  School,  at  Plnl- 
adelphia,  in  1881.  At  the  age  of  seventepn  he  had 
t'ommenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  E.  H. 
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Awl,  and  after  completing  his  classical  studies  he 
took  a course  at  detferson  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1884:.  He  settled  down 
to  practice  at  Sunhiiry,  where  he  resided  until  his 
sudden  death,  from  pneumonia,  after  an  illness  of 
eleven  days.  Dr.  Masser  served  as  city  physician, 
was  a member  of  the  board  of  pension  examiners, 
and  a member  in  good  standing  of  the  Sunbury 
Medical  Association.  He  had  established  an  ex- 
cellent practice,  and  gave  eveiy  promise  of  making 
a record  worthy  of  the  brilliant  family  of  which  he 
was  a t}'picai  representative.  Dr.  Masser  was 
buried  in  the  family  plot  in  Pomfret  Manor  cem- 
etery. He  was  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  took  an  active  part  in  its  work.  Socially  he 
belonged  to  tlie  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Eagle. 

On  April  8,  1885,  Dr.  Masser  married  Harriet 
E.  Houtz,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Harriet  (Boob) 
Houtz,  of  Snyder  county,  Pa.,  who  dieel  at  Free- 
burg.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  marriage, 
Franklin  B.,  Sarah  E.  anel  Geraldine  H.  ^Irs. 
Masser  and  her  children  continue  to  make  their 
home  in  Sunbury.  She  is  a member,  and  has 
been  secretary,  of  Fort  Augusta  Chapter,  D.  A. 
R.,  which  has  a membership  of  forty-nine. 

FRANK  ERDMAX,  county  commissioner  of 
•Northumberland  county,  was  horn  in  Shamokin 
(now  Ealpho)  township  June  19,  1S5G,  son  of 
George  Erdman.  He  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  township,  and  then  worked  on  the 
farm  till  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  at 
which  time  he  went  to  Shamokin  and  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  under  E.  S.  Aucker.  Here  he 
remained  for  about  eight  years  and  then  turned  his 
attention  to  the  business  of  building  and  con- 
tracting on  his  own  account,  building  many  homes 
in  Shamokin  and  throughout  the  county,  and  also 
doing  contracting  for  the  Pennsylvanja  Railroad 
Comnany,  erecting  stations,  etc.  He  continued  at 
this  business  with  success  until  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  county  commissioner,  in  1905.  Air. 
Erdman  bought  the  homestead  in  what  is  now 
Ealpho  township  near  Weigh  Scales  in  1891,  and 
he  has  improved  it  very  much,  his  place  being  one 
of  the  best  locations  in  tlie  county. 

In  politics  ilr.  Erdjuan  is  a Democrat.  He  was 
elected  justice  of  peace  of  his  township,  served  as 
school  director  for  six  years,  was  over^^eer-of  the 
poor  for  six  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1905  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  commissioner,  and 
again  eleeted  in  1908.  still  holding  that  position. 
He  is  a good  official  and  has  proved  himself  to  be 
an  efficient  and  capable  man.  He  has  served  as 
president  of  the  hoard  for  the  past  three  years. 
Socially  he  is  a member  of  Elvsburg  Lodge.  No. 
414,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  a member  of  Bloomsburg 
Consistory,  having  taken  the  thirty-second  degree; 


he  is  a member  of  Shamokin  lodge  of  Elks,  No. 
855.  In  religion  he  is  a member  of  the  Reformed 
Church. 

Mr.  Erdman  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Marietta  Adams,  daughter  of  Daniel  II.  and 
Sarah  (Peiisyl)  Adams.  After  her  death  he 
married  (second)  Catherine  R.  Goss,  daughter  of 
John  Goss,  of  Ealpho  township.  They  have  three 
children : Esther  E.,  Russell  D.  and  Charles  R. 

JACOB  A.  MARTZ,  a farmer  of  Lower  Ma- 
hanoy  township,  is  a member  of  the  IMartz  family 
which  has  been  settled  in  Northumberland  county 
for  at  least  a century.  He  is  a great-grandson  of 
Jacob  jMartz,  brother  of  David,  who  came  with 
him  into  this  section  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Martz  (or  Dlertz)  family  is  quite  numerous 
in  Berks  county.  Pa.,  where,  in  Longswamp  town- 
ship, the  first  ancestor  to  come  from  Germany 
made  a settlement.  The  name  is  perpetuated 
there  by  the  town  IMertztown,  in  Longswamp  town- 
ship, and  Dlertz’s  Church  in  the  same  section. 
Johannes  Martz  (also  Maertz),  the  founder  of 
this  family  in  America,  was  one  of  242  passengers 
on  the  ship  “Ann,”  which  sailed  from  Rotterdam, 
last  from  Cowes.  He  was  a son  of  Johannes 
Maertz,  of  Stockhausen,  'Wurteniberg,  about  thirty- 
five  miles  northeast  of  Frankfort-on-the  Main,  and 
forty  miles  northeast  of  Coblentz,  in  Germany. 
Johannes  iMaertz,  the  emigrant,  landed  at  Phila- 
delphia Sept.  28,  1749.  He  settled  in  t.he  vicinity 
of  Lyons,  Berks  county,  and  the  church  located 
near  his  home  was  named  DIertz  Church  in  honor 
of  him.  The  births  of  his  first  four  children  are 
recorded  there.  On  IMay  24,  1756,  he  married 
Rosina  Hase.  daughter  of  Melchior  Hase.  Their 
children  were:  Johannes,  born  July  17,  1757; 
Anna  Maria,  Dec.  2,  1760  ; Jlaria  Salome,  May 
24,  1763  ; Melchior.  April  11,  1765;  and  Reter, 
March  9,  1769.  The  line  in  which  we  are  in- 
terested at  present  descends  from  either  Johannes 
or  Melchior. 

David  and  Jacob  IMartz,  brothers,  moved  from 
Berks  or  Lancaster  county  toward  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  settling  on  the  Shamokin 
creek,  three  miles  south  of  Sunbury,  in  Nortli- 
umberland  county.  Jacob,  however,  did  not  re- 
main long,  moving  to  the  Lykens  Valley,  in 
Dauphin  county,  where  he  died  and  is  buried. 
He  settled  near  Killinger,  in  the  Lykens  Valley. 
He  was  a tailor,  and  followed  his  trade  for  many 
years,  dying  at  an  advanced  age:  he  is  buried  at 
Ftavid’s  Church,  at  Killinger.  He  prospered  and 
owned  his  oum  home.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Jury  (she  being  a sister  of  John  Jurv, 
of  Lvkens  Valley),  also  reached  advanced  age. 
Among  their  children  were:  Susanna  married 
Simon  Romberger;  Polly  married  a Messer- 
schmidt;  Charles  lived  at  Killinger;  .Jonas  died 
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at  Millersburg ; Daniel  died  at  Lykens;  Jacob  is 
mentioned  below;  Amos  lived  in  Indiana;  Chris- 
tian lived  at  Hanover,  Pennsylvania. 

Jacob  Martz/son  of  Jacob,  was  horn  in  1815  in 
Upper  Paxton  township.  Dauphin  county,  and  died 
in  that  locality  in  1882,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 
He  is  buried  at  Killinger's  (also  known  as  Dav- 
id’s) Church,  of  which  he  was  a Reformed  mem- 
ber. He  was  a butcher,  and  followed  his  trade 
among  the  farmers  in  his  neighborhood,  being  en- 
gaged every  day  during  the  season.  To  a limited 
extent  he  also  carried  on  fanning,  owning  a small 
Uract  of  three  acres,  while  his  wife  owned  fifteen 
acres.  Mr.  Martz  was  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
was  elected  supervisor  of  his  township,  serving 
several  years  in  that  office.  His  first  wife, 
Rachel  (Welker),  daughter  of  John  Welker,  died 
in  the  fall  of  1860,  aged  fifty-one  years.  She  was 
the  mother  of  nine  children : Uriah  married  Han- 
nah Miller;  Jacob  died  when  young;  John  W.  is 
mentioned  below;  Hannah  married  Adam  Nau- 
bringer  and  (second)  Elias  Witmer;  Sarah  mar- 
ried Henry  Kissinger;  Elizabeth  and  Amanda  died 
unmarried,  but  three  weeks  apart,  of  typhoid 
fever;  Mary  married  Jerry  Hoy;  Jeremiah  mar- 
ried Miss  Hoffman.  For  his  second  wife  Mr. 
Martz  married  Sarah  (Weaver),  widow  of  Peter 
Schreffler,  and  by  this  marriage  there  were  two 
children : Emma  and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

John  W.  Martz,  son  of  Jacob  and  Rachel  (Wel- 
ker) Martz,  was  born  Aug.  13,  1834,  in  Upper 
Paxton  township,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa,,  and  was  there 
reared.  In  1852  he  came  to  Northumberland 
count}’-,  locating  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township, 
where  he  has  ever  since  resided.  When  a young 
man  he  learned  the  tailors  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed after  settling  in  this  county,  living  for  five 
years  in  Georgetown,  whence^  in  1861  he  came  to 
Vera  Cruz.  He  is  now  the  oldest  resident  of  that 
village.  Mr.  Martz  followed  tailoring  there  until 
1906,  when  he  retired  from  the  business,  now  giv- 
ing all  his  working  hours  to  the  duties  of  his  posi- 
tion as  postmaster,  which  he  has  held  since  Dec. 
31,  1898;  the  post  office  name  is  Malta.  He  is  a 
much  respected  citizen,  one  who  has  always  held 
the  esteem  and  regard  of  his  fellow  citizens  by 
his  upright  life.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican,  in 
religious  connection  a member  of  the  Reformed 
Church  at  Vera  Cruz,  which  he  has  served  of- 
ficially for  a number  of  years,  as  deacon,  elder  and 
trustee.  While  living  at  Georgeto-wn  he  held  the 
office  .of  deacon  in  the  church  there  for  three 
years. 

On  Jan.  29,  1854,  Mr.  Martz  married  Mary  Ann 
Witmer,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Phil- 
lips) Witmer,  and  ten  cliildren  have  been  born  to 
their  union:  Sarah  Ellen,  William,  Jeremiah  P., 
Alice  A.  (unmarried),  Peter  L.,  Mary  Lizzie, 
Jonathan  O.,  Rachel  R.,  Jacr»b  A.  and  a son  tliat 
died  in  infancy. 


Jacob  A.  Martz,  who  is  a farmer  along  the 
Mahantango  creek,  in  Lov,'er  Mahanoy  township, 
was  born  July  18,  1862,  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  there.  When  a young  man 
he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  his  native 
place,  following  that  line  for  twenty  years,  during 
w’hich  time  he  operated  a portable  sa-wmill.  For 
five  years  he  had  his  mill  at  Peter’s  Mt.,  where 
he  manufactured  shingles,  staves  and  all  kinds  of 
lumber,  selling  his  product  in  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania and,  to  some  extent,  in  New  Jersey.  Dur- 
ing the  last  few  years  he  carried  on  this  business 
he  had  from  ten  to  fifteen  men  in  his  employ. 
Meantime  he  also  became  interested  in  farming, 
managing  a farm  for  several  years  while  in  the 
lumber  business,  and  since  1896  he  has  given  all 
his  attention  to  the  cultivation  of  his  present  farm 
in  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  where  he  has  resided 
since  that  year.  This  place,  which  was  formerly 
the  Jacob  Snyder  farm,  contains  136  acres,  now 
owned  by  Charles  Snyder.  Mr.  Jacob  Snyder 
erected  all  the  buildings  on  the  property.  Mr. 
Martz  owns  a farm  of  118  acres  located  along  the 
Susquehanna  river,  which  was  formerly  the  home- 
stead of  Joel  Engel,  and  before  his  time  was  owned 
by  Andrew  Ziegler;  it  w’as  long  in  the  Ziegler 
family. 

On  Sept.  15,  1883,  Mr.  Martz  married  Emma 
Schaffer,  daughter  of  Durrell  and  Anna  (Snyder) 
Schaffer,  and  granddau.ghter  of  Isaac  Schaffer. 
Eleven  children,  five  sons  and  six  daughters,  have 
been  born  to  this  union,  all  of  whom  survive, 
namely:  Martha  0.,  wife  of  Frank  Witmer,  son 
of  Henry  Witmer,  of  Lower  Mahanoy;  IMary  A., 
married  to  Reuben  Wetzel,  a baker,  at  Herndon, 
this  county;  William,  a farmer  on  his  father’s 
property  above  mentioned,  who  married  Stella  Wit- 
mer, daughter  of  Monroe  Witmer,  late  of  Lower 
Mahanoy  : Stella,  married  to  Clarence  E.  Witmer, 
son  of  Ephraim  Witmer;  John  N. : Clarence  E. ; 
Lloyd  J. ; Neda  Irene;  Telma  M. ; Charles  I.;  and 
Emma  K. 

Mr.  Martz  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  and  he  is  serving  as  a deacon  of 
the  Vera  Cruz  congregation.  He  is  a Republican 
in  his  political  views. 


William  Martz  was  born  in  eastern  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  his  father,  a native  of  Germany,  set- 
tled. He  lived  for  a number  of  years  at  Snyder- 
town,  in  Northumberland  county,  where  he  owned 
the  farm  which  is  now  the  property  of  William 
Place,  and  in  addition  to  farming  he  followed  his 
trade  of  blacksmith.  He  -^vas  a tall  man,  and 
heavy  set.  When  about  sixty  years  old  he  went 
out  to  Illinois  with  his  daughters  Sarah  (wife  of 
Leonard  Wagner)  and  Lydia  (wife  of  John 
Kline),  and  there  lived  at  Elmwood,  in  Peoria 
county,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  about  seventy-five.  He  married  an  Evert, 
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wlao  long  preceded  liim  to  the  grave  and  is  buried 
at  Snydertown,  Xorthumberlaud  county.  They 
had  six  children,  namely ; ( 1 ) J ohn  is  fully  men- 
tioned in  the  next  paragraph.  (2)  Kate  married 
John  Miller.  (3)  Lydia  married  John  Kline. 
(4)  Sarah  married  Leonard  Wagner.  (5)  Dan- 
iel, who  lived  and  died  at  Sunbury,  had  children 
William  J.  and  Mary.  (6)  Jacob  settled  in 
southern  Missouri,  where  he  died.  He  was  a farm- 
er by  occupation.  His  children  were  Lizzie,  Belle, 
Charles,  Hattie,  Fletcher,  ]\Iaggie  and  Emma. 

John  Martz,  son  of  William,  was  born  in  De- 
cember, 1818,  at  Snydertown,  Xorthumberland 
county,  and  there  passed  his  long  life,  dying  Jan. 
31,  1892.  He  is  buried  in  the  ^lartz  family  plot 
at  Snydertown.  He  owned  110  acres  of  land,  and 
farmed  all  his  life,  but  was  also  engaged  as  an 
employee  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  for  some 
years.  Though  he  did  not  care  to  hold  office,  he 
was  prevailed  upon  to  serve  two  terms  as  overseer 
of  tlie  poor  of  Shamokin  township,  an  office  he 
filled  with  intelligence  and  ability.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  tlie  Eeformed  Church,  in  which 
he  served  as  deacon  and  elder.  Mr.  Martz  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Kaseman,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Eeichard)  Kaseman,  and  tliey  became 
the  parents  of  four  children : Franklin  P.  lives  in 
Ralpho  townslup ; William  E.  is  mentioned  below; 
Clara  married  David  Snyder  and  they  live  in 
Snydertown,  this  county ; Elizabeth  married  Wil- 
liam J.  Barrell  and  they  live  at  Shamokin. 

William  E.  Martz  was  born  Jan.  2T,  185T,  at 
Snydertown,  Xorthumberland  county,  and  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  working  for  his  parents  until 
he  attained  his  majority.  In  1891  he  began  farm- 
ing the  homestead  on  his  own  account,  and  con- 
tinued to  cultivate  it  for  eight  years,  in  1899  mov- 
ing to  the  place  in  Eockefeller  township  he  has 
since  occupied  and  cultivated.  This  was  formetly 
part  of  the  William  Miller  homestead  and  is  a 
valuable  tract  of  fifty-eight  acres,  at  the  head 
waters  of  Plum  creekf  All  the  buildings  now 
standing  on  this  property  were  erected  by  Mr. 
Martz,  he  having  built  the  barn  in  1895  and  the 
house  in  1898.  His  place  is  a model  of  comfort 
and  convenience  as  a country  home,  and  he  keeps 
it  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation,  looking 
after  all  the  details  carefully  and  intelligently. 

On  Feb.  17,  1891,  Mr.  Martz  married  Sarah 
Ann  Miller,  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  ( Strick- 
land) Miller,  of  Rockefeller  township.  ^Ir.  and 
Mrs.  Martz  have  no  children.  He  is  a Lutheran 
in  religious  matters,  his  wife  a member  of  the 
Eeformed  Church. 

BA'EELAL  The  Byerly  family  of  the  lower  end 
of  Xorthumberland  county  is  descended  from  one 
Ludwig  Byerly,  one  of  three  brothers  who  came 
from  Berks  county.  Pa.,  and  located  to  the  north 
of  the  Blue  mountains.  He  settled  at  Tiine  IMouu- 


tain,  near  Pitman,  Schuylkill  . county,  another 
brother  is  said  to  have  settled  at  a different  loca- 
tion in  Schuylkill  county,  and  the  third  at  Dan- 
ville, Columbia  (now  Montour)  county.  Ludwig 
Byerly  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Beisel,  being  from  the  Mahan- 
tango  Valley,  where  she  also  died.  She  was  the 
mother  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  Eliza  (mar- 
ried Benjamin  Leitzel),  Samuel  and  Elijah.  Aft- 
er his  second  marriage,  which  was  to  a Miss  Delp, 
he  moved  about  1825  to  Red  Bank,  in  Jefferson 
county,  where  he  followed  farming  and  lumbering, 
and  he  lived  to  the  age  of  about  eighty.  He  is 
buried  in  the  vicinity  of  Red  Bank.  Five  sons  and 
several  daughters  were  born  to  his  second  union, 
the  sons  being:  Ludwig,  George,  Henry,  Emanuel 
and  Solomon. 

Samuel  Byerly,  eldest  son  of  Ludwig,  was  born 
in  1811  in  the  IMahantango  Valley,  in  Schuylkill 
count}',  and  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  active 
life  in  Jordan  township,  Xorthumberland  county, 
where  he  died  duly  3,  1887,  aged  seventy-five  years, 
six  months,  ten  days.  For  a number  of  years  in  his 
earlier  manhood  he  hired  out  among  fanners,  later 
purchasing  a small  farm  in  Jordan  township, 
which,  however,  he  soon  sold,  thereafter  going  to 
work  for  his  brother  Elijah.  When  he  again  be- 
gan farming  on  his  own  account  he  was  a tenant 
at  different  places  for  nine  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  period  purchased  a tract  of  106  acres  in 
Jordan  township,  near  Urban,  where  lie  had  lived 
as  a tenant  for  three  years.  After  he  had  owned  it 
for  four  years  he  sold  out  at  a profit  and  moved 
to  Washington  township,  where  he  lived  for  sev- 
eral years,  then  purchasing  what  was  known  as 
the  Schreffier  farm  of  129  acres  on  the  Middle 
creek,  at  the  Himmel  Church.  Eventually  he  sold 
this  place  and  returned  to  Jordan  township.  He 
married  Sarah  Schaffer,  daughter  of  John  and 
Christina  (Lenker)  Schaffer,  and  she  survived 
him  a number  of  years,  dying  in  September,  1900, 
aged  eighty-seven  years,  tliree  months,  twenty 
days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bverly  are  buried  at  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  Urban.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
Jacob;  Henry  S. ; Samuel,  of  Shamokin;  Harriet, 
who  married  David  Adams,  both  now  deceased; 
Annie,  who  died  young:  Dinah,  who  died  young; 
.John  S. ; and  Sarah,  who.  married  Xathan  Guth- 
man.  of  Mahantango  Valley. 

Jacob  Byerly,  son  of  Samuel,  lives  at  Wiconisco, 
Dauphin  Co..  Pa.  He  was  fonuerly  a farmer.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  is  at  present 
serving  as  supervisor.  He  married  Catharine 
Schaffer,  of  Urban,  who  is  now  deceased,  and  to 
them  were  born  eleven  children:  Edwin,  Samuel, 

Gordon.  George.  William,  Clara,  three  other  daugh- 
ters. and  two  deceased. 

Heiyy  S.  Byerly,  son  of  Samuel,  attended  the 
old-time  subscription  schools  of  Lower  Mahanoy 
township,  and  later  went  to  school  in  .Tacksou 
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towii'^hip.  llf.‘  was  I'can.'i.l  to  farm  life,  and  con- 
tinued to  work  for  his  fatlier  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years,  after  which  he  was  hired 
on  the  farm  - for  a year  and  for  another 
year  burned  lime  for  his  * uncle,  Josiah 
Schaffer.  In  ISOd  he  engaged  in  the  lime 
burning  and  hauling  business,  being  encour- 
aged to  make  this  venture  by  his  uncle,  Mr. 
Schaffer,  and  he  cairied  it  on  successfully  for  sev- 
eral 3'ears.  Meantime,  in  1865,  he  purchased  a 
small  farm  near  Hebe,  in  the  Mahantango  Valley, 
where  he  lived  one  year,  after  \vhich  he  and  his 
uncle,  Josiah  Schatfer,  puichased  a 118-acre  farm 
in  Jordan  townshi]),  in  partnership.  This  was 
formerly  the  Jacob  Bohner  place.  Here  Mr.  By- 
erlv  lived  for  twenty  veais,  in  1885  moving  to  a 
113  -acre  tract  in  Jackson  township,  to  which  he 
added  until  he  had  151  acres.  Here  he  lived  until 
his  retirement,  in  1808,  since  which  time  he  has 
made  his  home  at  Herndon.  He  owns  consider- 
able real  estate,  all  of  which  he  has  acquired 
through  his  own  efforts,  being  a self-made  man,  one 
who  has-  worked  hard  all  his  life.  He  has  always 
been  active  in  public  affairs  and  in  church  life, 
being  a man  whom  his  fellow  citizens  instinctively 
intrust  with  matters  affecting  the  general  welfare. 
For  six  3'ears  he  was  school  director  of  Jordan 
township,  during  that  time  also  serving  as  treasur- 
er of  the  board.  In  Jackson  township  he  was  over- 
seer of  the  poor  several  years  and  tax  collector  for 
two  3'ears.  Since  becoming  a resident  of  Herndon 
he  has  served  three  3’ears  as  councilman.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a Lutheran  in  religion. 
He  has  alwavs  been  an  enthusiastic  supporter  of 
the  church,  is  at  present  serving  as  treasurer,  and 
l as  been  trustee,  deacoii  and  elder. 

On  July  5,  1864,  Mr.  Byerly  married  Abigail 
Otto,  who  was  born  Jan.  8,  1840,  daughter  of 
John  Otto  (whose  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Groh), 
and  died  Feb.  22,  IDOO;  she  is  buried  at  Hern- 
don. Eiglit  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bv'erly ; Luzianna  married  William  Steel,  and 
they  have  had  three  children,  Lura  (deceased), 
Eugene  and  Beulah  (they  live  in  Jackson  town- 
ship) : Sarah  R.  married  Edw.  Steel,  a brother 
of  William  Steel,  and  they  live  at  Dalmatia;  Cora 
Ellen  is  the  wife  of  'William  Wayne,  a resident  of 
Herndon,  and  tliey  have  three  children,  Flossie, 
Alya  and  Charles;  Cathaiine  Lura  died  in  infancy; 
one  son  died  in  infancy;  .lohn  0.,  of  Dalmatia, 
married  Flora  Trautman  and  they  have  one  child, 
Oscar;  Lvdia  married  Penrose  Miller,  of  Hern- 
don, and  they  have  one  child,  Mary;  Henrietta  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  Kclder,  of'  Herndon  (they 
have  no  children).  Mr.  Byerly,  the  father  of  this 
faniilv,  though  now  (1910)  seventy  years  of  age, 
i«  a well  preserved  man,  and  he  is  widely  and  favor- 
ably known. 

joHy  S.  BynuLY,  son  of  Samuel,  is  engaged  in 
farming  near  Erlian,  in  -Ionian  township.  He  was 


Itorn  May  3,  1850,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  old  pa3’  schools  ’conducted  during  his  early 
boyhood,  attending  only  tivo  and  a half  days  at 
the  free  school.  His  boyhood  was  passed  under 
the  parental  roof,  and  he  acquired  a practical 
knowledge  of  farm  work  assisting  his  father,  for 
whom  he  worked  until  he  attained  his  majority. 
He  afterward  hired  out  as  a laborer  for  several 
years  until  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  Wash- 
ington township,  on  a fort3'-acre  tract  where  he  re- 
mained for  two  3'cars.  He  moved  thence  to  anoth- 
er farm  in  the  same  township,  where  he  lived  for 
twelve  years,  on  xVpril  5,  1888,  settling  in  Jordan 
township,  on  the  farm  where  he  has  since  resided. 
This  place,  which  contains  about  forty"  acres,  for- 
merly belonged  to  Peter  Schwartz,  from  whom 
Mr.  Byerly  purchased  it  in  partnership  with  his 
elder  brother,  Henry  S.  Byerly,  and  he  has  made 
a success  of  his  work  on  this  property.  However, 
he  is  particularly  well  known  as  a horsedealer  and 
veterinary  surgeon.  For  thirty-one  years  he  has 
kept  stock  horses,  and  he  has  always  prided  him- 
self upon  the  quality  and  fine  condition  of  the  an- 
imals he  handles,  being  considei'ed  the  most  reli- 
able man  in  that  line  anywhere  in  this  section.  He 
never  took  a course  in  veterinary  medicine,  hut  he 
possesses  a natural  gift  which  enables  him  to  di- 
agnose and  treat  animal  ailments  siiccessfullyq  and 
he  has  saved  many  valuable  animals  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, those  who  know  him  having  the  greatest 
confidence  in  his  ability  and  skill.  He  has  not 
only  been  a useful  citizen  of  his  community",  but 
one  who  has  made  so  many  friends  tliat  he  is  liked 
and  welcomed  everywhere.  He  is  a tall  man,  with 
a pleasant  disposition  and  a jovial  word  for  all, 
and  his  popularity  is  well  deserved.  During  the 
winter  months  he  always  keeps  a good  supply  of 
cider  on  tap.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
has  served  three  years  as  school  director.  He  and 
his  family  are  Lutheran  members  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  which  he  has  served  as  trustee,  and  is  at 
present  holding  the  office  of  elder. 

In  the  summer  of  1870  Mr.  Byerly  married 
Diary  Schreffler,  daughter  of  Gottfried  and  Jestina 
(Hepner)  Schreffier,  and  they  have  three  daugh- 
ters; Emma  J.  is  the  wife  of  John  Phillips  and 
has  two  children,  'William  and  Gertie;  Xora  E. 
married  Jacob  Tressler  and  has  children,  Charles, 
Daisy,  Mary,  John  and  Goldie;  Miranda  DI.  mar- 
ried Andrew  Schlegel  and  has  two  children,  J. 
Charles  and  Elmer  D. 


Elijah  Byerly,  the  younger  son  of  Ludwig  Byerly 
by  his  first  marriage,  was  born  Oct.  5.  1813,  and 
was  a lifelong  farmer.  He  began  farming  on  his 
own  account  at  the  place  where  his  grandson.  Jon- 
athan DI.  Byerlv.  now  lives,  in  Jordan  township. 
He  married  Mary  Bower,  daughter  of  Jacob  Bower 
and  granddaughter  of  Matthias  Bower,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionai  v war.  Dlattldas  Bow- 
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er  owned  the  farm  wiiich  later  became  the  property 
of  Eiijali  Byerly,  wlio  began  to  farm  there  upon 
his  marriage.  Later  his  wife  was  given  ninety- 
nine  acres  of  the  large  Bower  homestead,  and  there 
Elijah  Byerly  erected  a set  of  buildings  and  made 
his  permanent  home.  He  prospered,  purchased  ad- 
jacent land,  until  the  farm  comprised  over  two 
hundred  acres,  also  starting  a hotel  which  to  this 
day  is  known  as  Byerly’s,  and  which  in  the  earlier 
days  was  a great  business  center.  Many  cattle 
dealers  used  to  stop  there,  and  the  place  became 
knowu  far  and  wide.  It  was  conducted  by  Elijah 
Byerly’s  son  Josiah  until  1000.  Elijah  Byerly 
died  March  19,  1813,  and  is  buried  at  the  Stone 
Valley  (Zion’s)  Church.  His  wife,  who  was  bom 
Jan.  22,  1814,  died  June  "ll,  1880.  Their  children, 
seven  sons  and  three  daughters,  were : Elias, 

Benjamin,  Henry,  Frank,  Josiah,  Adam,  Sovana 
(died  in  infancy),  Ella  (married  Penrose 
Shadle),  IMaggie  (married  Adam  Binghamau ) and 
Emma  (married  Simon  Reed). 

Elias  Byerly,  sou  of  Elijah,  was  born  June  16, 
1833,  where  Ids  son  Jonathan  IM.  Byerly  now  lives. 
Throughout  his  life  he  followed  farming  success- 
fully, and  at  different  times  he  was  also  engaged 
in  hotel-keeping,  during  the  Civil  war  conducting- 
the  “Xational  IlotcP  at  Pillow,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa. 
He  held  local  offices,  serving  as  school  director  and 
tax  collector,  and  was  a prominent  worker  in  the 
Lutheran  congregation  of  Zion’s  Stone  Valley 
Church,  serving  as  deacon,  elder  and  trustee,  and 
attending  divine  services  faithfully;  be  missed  but 
^one  communion  in  twenty  years.  He  died  Oct.  5. 
1909,  and  is  interred  in  the  family  plot  at  the 
Stone  Valley  Church.  His  widow.  Elizabeth  (Rad- 
el),  daughter  of  Michael  and  Catharine  (Bona- 
witz)  Radel,  was  born  Oct.  4,  1834,  and  though  in 
her  seventy-seventh  year  is  well  preserved.  Eight 
children  were  l)orn  to  this  worthy  couple:  Jona- 

than M.,  Mary  A.,  Josephine  E.,  James  M.  (died 
in  infancy),  Senora  C..  Ivy  (who  died  in  infancy, 
she  and  James  IM.  both  living  to  be  ten  months, 
fourteen  days  old),  Michael  E.  and  Eva  (wife  of 
J.  C.  Boyer).  Jonathan  M.,  Michael  E.  and  Eva 
are  the  only  survivors  of  this  family. 

Jonathan'  M.  Byf.kly  was  born  June  '26,  1858, 
in  Lower  Mabanoy  township,  and  there  received  his 
early  education  in  the  local  public  schools,  later  at- 
tending a select  school  at  Pillow,  Dauphin  county. 
In  1880  he  received  a license  to  teach  from  Pro- 
fessor Bowl,  then  superintendent  of  schcxrls  in 
Xorthumberland  county,  and  began  his  career  as 
an  educator  in  Washington  township,  where  he 
taught  for  two  terms.  Later  he  taught  two  terms 
in  Lower  IMahanoy  township,  and  be  made  a repu- 
tation a«  a good  disciplinarian  as  well  as  a consci- 
entious instructor.  From  boyhood  he  had  been  ac- 
customed to  farm  work,  and  be  began  farming  for 
himself  in  1882  in  I.ower  ^lahanoy,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  removal,  in  1901,  to  bis  present 


farm  in  Jordan  township.  He  still  owns  the  place 
in  Lower  Mahanoy,  which  now  comprises  114  acres 
of-valuable  land  v/hich  he  bought  from  the  estate 
o'f  his  uncle,  Benjamin  Byerly.  The  latter  bought 
a Wetzel  tract  of  twenty-five  acres  to  which  he 
added  until  the  faini  reached  its  present  propor- 
tions. Jonathan  ]\[.  Byerly  farmed  that  place  un- 
til he  removed  to  his  ])resent  home,  which  he 
bought  in  the  fall  of  1900,  from  Michael  Emerich. 
and  which  is  a most  desirable  property  of  134  acres 
of  limestone  soil.  This  place  has  been  scientifically 
fertilized  under  his  management,  and  he  has  made 
a number  of  improvements  which  have  materially 
enhanced  the  value  of  the  property.  Mr.  Byerly  is 
one  of  the  intelligent,  progressive  and  influential 
men  of  his  district,  where  by  his  useful  life  he  has 
won  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a 
Democrat,'  has  served  as  school  director,  and  has 
long  been  an  active  church  worker,  being  one  of  the 
Idailing  members  of  Zion’s  (Stone  A'alley)  Church, 
where  he  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Lutheran 
congregation.  He  has  served  many  years  as  deacon 
and  elder,  and  was  church  treasurer  for  ten  years. 

On  Jan.  8,  1882,  Mr.  Byerly  married  Louisa 
Emmerich,  daughter  of  IMichael  and  Hannah 
(Tressler)  Emmerich.  They  have  had  cliildren 
as  follows : Benedict  Beecher,  who  died  when  ten 
imuiths,  four  days  old : Xaorni  Josephine,  wife  of 
John  A.  Latsha;  Claudia  Alveretta,  wife  of  C.  C. 
Miller  ; Hannah  E. ; Elias  M.,  married  to  Lizzie 
Paul;  Plllen  Salome.;  Isaac  Theodoie;  Maud 
Ileleria,  who  died  in  her  sixth  year;  and  Mark 
Jonathan,  who  died  when  ten  months  old. 

Josiah  Byerly,  son  of  Elijah,  was  'oorn  Dec.  28. 
1843.  at  Byerly's,  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township, 
this  county,  and  obtained  a rather  limited  educa- 
tion in  the  pay  , schools  which  were  then  the  onlv 
institutions  of  learning  in  the  locality.  He  worked 
for  his  father  until  he  was  of  age.  and  about  1882 
l)Cgan  farming  at  the  place  in 'Jordan  townslu]) 
where  he  now  lives,  having  a farm  of  145  acres 
which  belonged  to  his  mother,  having  formerly 
been  a Bower  tract.  On  this  place  stands  a large 
Swiss  barn  which  was  built  in  1853  by  Elijah 
Byerly;  it  is  100  by  45  feet  in  dimensions,  and  is 
an  attractive  feature  of  the  property. 

On  Xov.  22,  1868,  Mr.  Byerly  married  Catharine 
Snyder,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Barliara 
(Wert)  Snyder,  and  to  them  have  been  born  eight 
children,  five  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely: 
Harry  E.,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; Isaiah  F..  who  lives  at, 
home;  Walter  C..  who  lives  near  his  parents; 
George  C. ; Jeremiah;  Annie,  who  died  young; 
IMartha,  wife  of  J.  Lengert ; and  Mary.  IMr.  Bv- 
erly  and  his  fanrily  are  Lutheran  menibers  of 
Zion’s  Stone  Valley  Church,  which  he  formerly 
served  in  the  official  capacities  of  deacon  and 
cider,  and  he  is  at  present  a trustee,  wh.ich  office 
he  ha<  held  six  years.  Politically  lie  is  a Demo- 
ciat. 
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EDWARD  EARLEY,  of  Shamokin,  l)ii«rioss 
man  and  member  of  the  borough  council,  which  he 
served  one  year  as  president,  has  a high  reputa- 
tion for  personal  worth  which  has  been  consider- 
ably augmented  of  recent  years  by  his  efficient 
work  in  the  governing  bodv  of  the  municipality. 
H is  public  spirit  and  ability  won  him  the  name 
of  being  one  of  the  most  useful  officials  Shamokin 
has  ever  had. 

Mr.  Earley  ^yas  born  Oct.  27,  1859,  at  Tama- 
qua,'  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Patrick  Earley,  a 
native  of  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  who  came  to 
America  in  1851.  For  a number  of  years  after 
coming  to  America  Mr.  Earley  was  settled  at 
Tamaqua,  where  he  followed  farming,  thence  re- 
moving to  Carbon  county.  Pa.,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life.  For  several  years  he  was  super- 
visor of  Banks  township,  that  county.  He  died 
there  Nov.  26,  1895.  Mr.  Earley  married  Bridget 
McGill,  who  survived  him,  dying  Sept.  6,  1908, 
and  they  are  buried  in  St.  Ann  cemetery,  at  Drift- 
on,  Pa.  Eight  children  were  born  to  their  union : 
Annie  (deceased)  married  Thomas  North;  Mary 
died  in  infancy;  Edward  is  mentioned  later; 
Bridget  married  John  F.  Cannon  and  resides  at 
Locust  Gap,  Northumberland  county  (Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cannon  have  had  seven  children,  Agnes,  who 
is  a trained  nurse,  located  at  Reading,  Pa. ; Ray- 
mond; John;  William;  Anna;  Diary,  and  Cath- 
arine) ; William  lives  in  Carbon  county.  Pa.;  John 
lives  in  South  Bethlehem,  Pa.;  James  is  deceased; 
Catherine  is  the  wife  of  Hugh  C.  Boyle  and  lives 
at  Coatesville,  Pennsylvania. 

Patrick  Earley  was  one  of  a family  of  seven 
children,  his  brothers  and  sisters  being:  John, 

James,  Joseph,-  Mary,  Catherine  and  Bridget.  Of 
this  family,  Joseph  served  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
two  of  his  sons  fought  in  the  Spanish- American 
war.  j 

Edward  Earley  began  work  when  but  seven 
years  old  as  a slate  picker  at  the  mines  at  Locust 
Gap,  this  county.  He  moved  with  the  family  to 
Carbon  county,  wdiere  he  continued  to  work  as  a 
slate  picker  until  he  became  a regular  miner,  fol- 
lowing that  line  of  work  for  twenty  years.  During 
the  great  strike  of  1887  he  was  a prominent  vrork- 
er  in  the  Knights  of  Labor.  He  .then  gave  up 
mining,  and  going  to  Wilkes-Barre  found  work 
with  the  Sheldon  Axle  Company,  with  which  he 
remained  until  his  removal  to  Shamokin,  in  1889. 
Here  he  entered  the  employ  of  his  iirother-in-law, 
W.  A.  Kearney,  who  was  in  the  wholesale  liquor 
business,  being  associated  with  him  until  he  with- 
drew to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  account,  in 
1898.  He  has  ever  since  been  located  at  No.  1-12 
Market  street,  Shamokin,  and  has  built  up  a profit- 
able trade.  Besides,  he  is  local  agent  for  the 
Kaier  Brewing  Company,  of  Mahanoy  City.  Dir. 
Earlev’s  perseverance  and  executive  ability  have 
won  him  success,  Imt  his  industry  and  laithful  at- 


tention to  detail  have  been  no  less  factors  in  his 
prosperity,  which  he  well  deserves. 

That  Dir.  Earley  has  high  standing  in  the  city 
of  his  adoption  is  shown  by  the  honors  he  has  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1905,  he  was  appointed  to  fill  the  unexpired, 
term  of  Patrick  J.  Glennon,  as  councilman  from 
the  Fourth  ward,  and  at  the  next  elc'ction  he 
was  a regular  candidate  for  the  office,  elected  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  and  indorsed  by  the  Re- 
publicans. In  DIarch,  1909,  he  was  the  success- 
ful candidate  for  president  of  the  council,  which 
office  he  filled  for  one  year,  with  the  highest  effi- 
ciency. The  amount  of  business  transacted  by 
the  council  during  his  year  as  presiding  • offiicer, 
and  the  many  excellent  measures  acted  upon,  are 
creditable  to  the  entire  body,  which  won  universal 
public- approval  for  services  of  a high  order.  Dir. 
Earley  is  president  of  the  local  lodge  of  the  An- 
cient Order  of  Hibernians  (No.  3)  and  also 
county  president  of  that  fraternity.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  St.  Edward’s  Catholic  Church. 

Dir.  Earley  married  Cecelia.  Kearney,  daughter 
of  Patrick  Kearney,  of  Shamokin,  and  they  have 
had  four  children ; Diary,  who  died  when  four 
years  old ; Edward  P.,  -a  telegraph  operator ; 
Eileen  D'.,  a graduate  of  the  Shamokin  high  school, 
class  of  1909 ; and  Catherine  K..  a graduate  of 
the  Shamokin  high  school,  class  of  1911. 

FETTER.  There  are  two  branches  of  the  Fet- 
ter family  quite  numerously  represented  in  North- 
umberland county  with  which  this  article  is  con- 
cerned, those  descended  from  the  brothers  Hein- 
rich and  Frederick  Fetter,  who  came  hither  from 
Berks  county  in  the  beginning  of  the  ninetee-nth 
century.  They  are  all  of  the  posterity  of  Philip 
Fetter,  who  emigrated  to  this  country  from  Ger- 
many. Isaac  0.  Fetter,  of  Sunbury,  who  has  been 
prominently  associated  with  business  interests 
there  for  some  years  as  an  extensive  contractor  and 
builder;  Nathan  E.  Fetter,  of  Upper  DIahanoy 
township,  now  serving  his  sixth  term  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  otherwise  active  in  the  affairs  of  his 
locality;  and  Elias  Fetter,  farmer  of  Upper  Dla--' 
hanoy  township,  a man  of  conspicuous  intelligence 
and  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  communitvy 
are  all  of  this  stock.  We  give  the  record  of  the 
early  generations  from  the  emigrant  ancestor. 

Philip  Fetter,  a native  of  the  Rheinpfalz.  Ger- 
many, landed  at  Philadelphia  in  the  fall  of  1751, 
and  settled  in  DIaxatawny  township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa. 
His  wife,  Anna  DIaria  (Fissler),  was  also  from 
Germanv,  hut  according  to  family  tradition  he  was 
unmarried  when  he  came  to  this  country.  Among 
his  children  were  the  following  sons;  Jacob.  Adam, 
Philip  and  Conrad  all  settled  west  of  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  in  Snyder  and  Union  counties.  Pa.; 
George  settled  in  Northumberland  county;  John 
settled  at  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill  county  ; Heinrich 
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and  Frederick  settled  in  Northumberland  county. 

Heinrich  Fetter,  son  of  Philip,  was  born  Sept. 
6,  1779,  in  Maxatawny  township,  Berks  county, 
was  baptized  by  R-ev.  Philip  Jacob  Michael,  at 
Ziegel’s  Church,  in  Weisenburg  township,  in  what 
is  now  Lehigh  county,  I’a.,  and  was  confirmed  by 
Rev.  Jacob  Lupoid,  at  the  same  church.  He  was 
a shoemaker  by  trade,  but  engaged  principally  in 
farming.  Coming  from  Berks  county  to  North- 
umberland county  in  1810,  he  first  settled  on  the 
farm  where  Elias  Rebuck  now  lives,  later  locating 
in  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  David  S.  Paul.  He  is  buried  at  the 
Salem  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church,  in  Schuyl- 
kill county,  near  the  Northumberland  county  line. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Hartman),  was  born  Oct. 
19,  1781,  in  Whitehall  township,  Northampton 
Co.,  Pa.,  daughter  of  Johan  Dietrich  and  Catha- 
rine (Ruchin)  Hartman,  and  died  March  3,  1847, 
aged  sixty-five  years,  four  months,  fifteen  days. 
They  were  the  parents  of  seventeen  children,  three 
of  whom  died  young,  thirteen  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter reaching  maturity,  viz. : J oshua,  who  went 
West;  Heinrich;  David;  Mary,  who  married  Sam- 
uel Rebuck ; Isaac : Daniel ; Elias,  who  married  a 
Miss  Bush ; Moses ; Levi ; Philip ; J ohn,  who  was 
blind;  Solomon;  Jonas,  who  died  young;  and  an- 
other son  whose  name  is  forgotten. 

David  Fetter,  son  of  Heinrich,  was  born  Jan.  18,^ 
1808,  in  Maxatawny  to^vnsh ip,  Berks  county,  and 
was  two  years  old  when  the  family  came  to  North- 
umberland county.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  German  subscription  schools  which  alforded 
the  young  their  principal  educational  advantages 
during  his  childhood,  and  acquired  more  than  the 
average  literary  training  for  the  time,  being  an 
excellent  reader  and  writing  a good  German  hand. 
He  was  a carpenter,  following  that  trade  during 
his  earlier  manhood  and  later  engaging  in  farm- 
ing, having  a forty-seven-acre  farm  in  Upper  Ma- 
hanoy township.  A well  known  man  in  his  com- 
munity, partly  because  of  his  superior  education, 
he  was  active  and  influential  in  local  politics  as  an 
ardent  Democrat,  helped  to  hold  many  elections, 
and  himself  served  as  supervisor,  overseer  of  the 
poor  and  auditor  of  his  township.  He  married 
Mary  Erdman,  who  was  born  ^larch  12,  1817,  at 
twelve  o’clock  midnight,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Erdman,  and  died  Sept.  12,  1904,  at  the  same 
hour.  Mr.  Fetter  died  Nov.  10,  1890,  in  his 
eighty-third  year,  and  both  are  buried  at  Salem 
Church,  where  they  and  their  family  worshipped 
with  the  Lutheran  congregation.  He  was  a trus- 
tee of  that  church  at  the  time  of  his  incorporation. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  to  David  and  Mary 
Fetter,  as  follows:  Henry  died  young;  Elizabeth 
married  David  Ochs ; Harriet  married  Elias  Groh 
and  (second)  John  Kleinginni ; Lydia  married 
Andrew  Moyer;  Catharine  married 'Peter  Lucus ; 


Adam  married  Sarah  Paul;  David  died  young; 
Marcus,  who  was  blind,  died  young;  .James  and 
Jonathan  died  young;  Edwin  died  young;  Nathan 
E.  is  mentioned  below;  Polly  died  young.  Sev- 
eral of  the  children  died  of  diphtheria,  within  a 
short  time. 

Nathan  E.  Fetter,  son  of  David,  was  born 
Feb.  24,  1852,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Upper 
Mahanoy  township,  tie  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  subscription  and  free  schools,  later 
attending  Freeburg  Academy,  in  Snyder  county. 
IVhen  nineteen  years  old  he  was  licensed  to  teacii, 
and  was  first  assigned  to  Delp’s  school,  No.  6,  in 
Upper  Mahanoy  township,  following  his  profes- 
sion for  twenty-two  successive  terms,  all  in  the 
same  township,  a record  which  speaks  volumes  for 
his  ethciency  and  popularity.  He  is  engaged  in 
farming,  and  for  many  years  has  been  one  of  the 
leading  figures  in  local  public  affairs.  He  is  town- 
ship clerk,  a position  he  has  filled  for  the  past 
twenty  years;  and  since  1882  has  served  continu- 
ously as  justice  of  the  peace,  in  which  capacity  he 
has  settled  many  controversies  in  his  ditsrict,  offi- 
cially and  unofficially.  He  has  been  Democratic 
committeeman  of  Upper  Mahanoy  township  for 
the  past  thirty  years  and  has  served  as  delegate 
to  various  county  conventions,  in  which  he  takes 
the  greatest  interest.  Few  citizens  are  better  or 
more  favorably  known.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  congregation  at  Salem  Church,  and 
served  the  church  consistory  as  secretary  for  two 
years.  Mr.  Fetter  lives  on  the  road  between  Lock 
Kill  and  Rough  and  Ready.  In  his  early  man- 
hood he  was  afflicted  with  a running  sore  which 
eventually  caused  him  the  loss  of  his  left  leg,  but 
he  has  never  allowed  this  misfortune  to  interfere 
in  any  way  with  his  ambition  or  usefulness. 


Daniel  Fetter,  son  of  Heinrich  and  grandson  of 
Philip,  was  born  Aug.  27,  1815.  in  Upper  Ma- 
hanoy township,  and  there  passed  his  life,  dying 
March  1,  1878.  He  occupied  the  place  where  his 
son  Elias  now  lives,  cultivating  his  farm  of  fif tv- 
odd  acres  and  following  his  trade  of  shoemaker, 
plying  his  craft  in  the  shop  now  used  for  weav- 
ing. In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  in  religion  a 
Lutheran,  he  and  his  family  belonging  to  the 
8a]em  Church  with  which  so  many  of  the  name 
have  been  identified.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Monte- 
lius),  daughter  of  Peter  and  Rebecca  (Stitzer) 
Dlontelius,  was  born  .July  13,  182(i,  and  died  May 
23,  1893.  Their  children,  five  sons  and  tliree 
daughters,  were  as  follows:  Henrv  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-two  years;  Peter  is  mentioned  below; 
Harriet  married  Benneville  Reiner  and  thev  live 
at  Tower  City,  Pa.;  Adam  (deceasfed)  lived  near 
Trevorton,  this  county  : Emma,  wlu'  is  unTuarried. 
lives  with  her  brother  Elias;  Charles  died  in  his 
thirty-second  year;  Elias  is  mentioned  below; 
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Sarah  (deceased)  married  Daniel  Stitzer.  The 
parents  and  all  their  deceased  chddren  except 
Peter  are  buried  at  the  Salem  Church. 

Peter  Fetter,  son  of  Daniel,  was  i>orn  in  18I.‘5 
in  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  and  like  his  father 
became  a “cobbler,”  but  he  also  worked  in  the 
lumber  woods.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as 
a soldier  in  Company  A,  Tth  Regiment,  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  and  in  the  ^course  of  his  army 
life  he  contracted  disease  from  which  he  never  re- 
covered, and  which  eventually  was  the  indirect 
cause  of  his  death.  TIis  hearing  was  affected,  and 
he  was  killed  by  a fast  train  on  the  railroad  above 
Dalmatia  while  walking  along  the  track,  being  un- 
able to  hear  its  approach.  The  accident  happened 
in  September,  1898,  when  he  was  fifty-five  years 
old.  He  is  buried  at  the  Stone  Valley  (Zion's) 
Church  in  Lower  Mahanoy  to^vnship.  He  and  his 
family  were  Lutherans  in  religion.  Mr.  Fetter 
married  Annie  Yeagley,  who  survives  him,  making 
her  home  at  Dalmatia.  The  following  children 
were  born  to  their  union:. Isaac  0.;  Lizzie,  wife 
of  Harry'  Klinger  and  living  at  Tower  Citv,  Pa. ; 
Charles,  of  Treniont,  Pa.;  Frank,  of  Sunbury,  this 
county;  Aflam,  udio  died  wlien  four  years  old; 
Kate;  and  Samuel,  of  Philadelphia. 

Isaac  0.  Fetter,  son  of  Peter,  was  born  March 
28,  1872,  in  Lower  Llahanoy  township,  and  re- 
ceived a common  school  education.  When  nineteen 
years  old  he  went  to  Shamokin  to  learn  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  serving  his  apprenticeship  with  R. 
S.  Aucker,  and  remained  in  that  borough  six  years, 
in  1897  coming  to  Sunbury,  where  he  has  since 
been  located.  Not  long  after  settling  here  he  be- 
gan contracting  and  building  on  his  own  account, 
and  has  followed  the  business  with  increasing  suc- 
cess up  to  the  present  time,  being  now  one  of  the 
leading  men  in  that  line  in  the  borough.  He  em- 
ploys as  many  as  twentv-five  men,  and  up  to'  date 
has  over  a hundred  buildings  in  Sunbury  to  his 
credit  as  a builder.  Among  those  of  his  construc- 
tion may  be  mentioned  the  Gen.  C.  iM.  Clement 
residence;  the  Sunbury  National  Bank  building; 
the  First  National  Bank  building  at  Herndon ; the 
W.  H.  Druckenmiller  residence ; the  E.  S.  Weimer 
residence;  the  addition  to  the  First  Evangelical 
Church  edifice ; two  steel  frame  buildings  for  the 
Keystone  Forging  Company  at  Northumberland, 
one  of  which  is  100  bv  150  feet  in  dimensions;  C. 
S.  Miller's  ice  plant;  the  i\r.  L.  Swab  residence  on 
East  Market  street  (which  he  also  designed)  ; the 
F.  A.  "Witmer  residence,  in  the  same  section,  which 
he  designed  as  well  as  erected;  the  F.  H.  Conrad 
residence ; and  various  other  buildings.  Except 
where  otherwise  specified,  all  these  are  in  Sun- 
bury. In  1905,  for  greater  convenience  in  the 
transaction  of  his  business  and  carrying  out  his 
contracts,  Mr.  Fetter  established  the  planing-mill 
and  lumber  yard  on  South  Tenth  street,  in  the 
East  End  of  Sunbury,  which  he  has  since  con- 


ducted. This  plant  is  situated  between  the  tracks 
of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Philadelphia  & Reading 
railroads,  and  covers  an  area  of  aliout  fifteen  thou- 
sand square  feet.  Tiie  mill  is  thoroughly  equipped 
with  the  most  approved  modern  appliances  for 
producing  the  highest  grade  of  work,  carefully 
selected  lumber  is  used  in  filling  all  orders,  and  the 
establishment  has  a reputation  for  reliable  and 
well  finished  products  which  accounts  for  its  popu- 
larity. All  classes  of  work,  from  the  most  in- 
expensive to  the  most  elegant,  are  undertaken,  and 
a force  of  twenty-five  hands  find  steady  employ- 
ment. Electric  power  is  the  motive  force,  and  the 
plant  is  up-to-date  in  everv  detail.  Mr.  Fetter’s 
mechanical  skill,  combined  with  unusual  executive 
ability,  has  made  his  success  possible  within  a 
comparatively'  short  time.  Though  busy  with  his 
own  interests  he  has  found  time  for  service  on  the 
school  board,  having  been  director  from  the  Ninth 
ward  since  1905,  and  he  is  the  present  treasurer 
of  the  board.  He  is  a Republican  in  his  political 
views. 

On  March  6,  1897,  Mr.  Fetter  married  Hattie 
Susanna  Bogar,  daughter  of  Paul  S.  and  Matilda 
(ilusser)  Bogar.  of  Adams  township,  Snyder  Co.,, 
Pa.,  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel  and  Susan 
(Sampsel)  Bogar,  also  of  Snyder  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fetter  reside  in  the  handsome  home  at  No. 
J.70  South  Tenth  street,  adjoining  his  mill  prop- 
erty, which  he  designed  and  erected  in  1903,  a 
substantial  brick  dwelling  which  is  an  ornament 
to  the  locality  and  much  admired.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  tlie  Lutheran  Church. 

Elias  Fetter,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  July 
24,  1855,  on  the  homestead  in  Upper  Mahanoy 
township,  and  received  his  education  in  the  free 
schools  of  the  locality.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  in  his  earlier  years  did  laboring  work 
for  others,  until  he  began  farming  on  his  outi  ac- 
count, in  1879.  From  that  time  to  the  present  he 
has  farmed  his  father’s  old  place,  to  which  he  has 
added  eighteen  acres  and  u hich  he  has  improved  in 
many  way's,  having  a most  desirable  property  on 
the.  road  between  Leek  Kill  and  Rough  and  Readv. 
near  the  Schuylkill  county  line.  His  father  built 
a residence  on  the  place  in  18fi(>,  and  Mr.  Fetter 
erected  his  present  home  thereon  in  1901.  He 
is  a man  of  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  one  whose 
opinion  on  matters  generally  is  held  in  high  re- 
gard, and  he  is  a prominent  man  in  his  township 
in  many  respects.  He  has  long  been  actively 
identified  with  the  work  of  the  Democratic  party, 
having  helped  to  hold  a number  of  township  elec- 
tions, and  served  twelve  years  as  auditor  of  the 
township.  He  has  also  been  a valued  member  of 
the  Lutheran  congregation  of  Salem  Church,  where 
he  and  his  wife  belong,  having  served  as  deacon 
and  at  presen|;  holding  the  office  of  tmstee. 

In  1898  ilr.  Fetter  married  Lovina  Heim, 
daughter  of  Jifiin  and  Iivdia  (Shott)  Heim,  of 
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Washington  township,  this  county.  They  have  no 
family. 


Frederick  Fetter,'  son  of  Philip,  the  emigrant, 
was  born  in  Berks  county.  Pa.  He  came  tlience 
to  Xorthumberland  county  about  1815,  from  what 
township  is  not  definitely  known,  but  his  grand- 
son, John  Fetter,  thinks  it  was  Heidelberg,  and 
settled  on  a farm  of  some  eighty  acres  at  Leek 
Kill,  in  Upper  ^fahanoy  township.  He  followed 
farming  throughout  .liis  active  years,  and  was  not 
an  old  man  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  adhered 
to  the  Reformed  faith,  and  is  buried  at  Howerter’s 
Church.  His  wife,  Catharine  (Schmidt),  was 
like  himself  from  Berks  county,  and  their  eldest 
child,  George,  was  born  there.  Besides  this  son 
they  had  four  daughters,  namely : Hannah  died  un- 
married; Elizabeth,  born  Xov.  2,  1798,  died  Aug. 
20,  1865,  unmarried;  Sallie  was  an  invalid; 
-Catharine  married  John  Brown. 

George  Fetter,  son  of  Frederick,  was  born  July 
4,  1801,  in  Berks  county.  He  succeeded  his  father 
in  the  ownership  of  the  homestead  in  Upper  !Ma- 
hanoy  toAvnship,  and  resided  thereon  some  years, 
thence  moving  to  a farm  of  118  acres  north  of  that 
property;  this  latter  place  is  now  the  property  of 
one  of  his  grandsons,  Charles  H.  Fetter.  George 
Fetter  served  his  township  as  overseer  of  the  poor. 
He  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and  a member  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  religious  matters,  uniting 
with  the  Howerter  Church,  where  he  is  buried. 
His  wife  Catharine  (Hertz),  daughter  of  .John 
Mertz,  of  Berks  county,  was  born  April  19,  180-3, 
and  died  Dec.  24,  1876.  and  Hr.  Fetter  died  July 
17,  1878.  Their  children  were  as  follows : Charles 
lived  at  Pine  Grove,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa. ; Daniel, 
born  Xov.  27,  182-5,  died  Dee.  .30,  1864,  unmar- 
ried; John  is  mentioned  below;  Benneville  is  men- 
tioned below;  Catharine  married  Charles  Kahler, 
and  died  Aug.  1,  1908,  aged  seventy-three  years  ; 
Esther,  born  Sept.  3,  1836,  died  Feb.  27,  1872. 

John  Fetter,  son  of  George,  now  a venerable 
resident  of  Upper  Hahanoy  township,  was  born  in 
that  township  Feb.  28,  1832,  and  has  passed  all 
his  long  life  there.  He  was  reared  to  farming  and 
gave  all  his  active  years  to  that  vocation,  owning 
and  cultivating  his  father's  old  place  for  seven- 
teen years.  Reselling  this  tract  to  his  father,  he 
purchased  his  present  place,  a tract  of  107  acres,  in 
1869,  and  has  since  resided  there.  This  was  the 
old  Michael  Braun  homestead,  and  Hr.  Braun  in 
1829  built  the  stone  house  which  still  stands  on 
the  property  and  is  occupied  as  a residence.  IMr. 
Fetter  retired  from  farming  in  1908.  He  is  a 
member  of  St.  John's  Church,  in  Upper  IMahanoy 
township,  which  he  has  served  odleiallv  as  elder. 

In  1875  ]Mr.  Fetter  married  Sarah  Ann  Runkel, 
who  was  born  in  1842.  daughter  of  Philip  and 
Susanna  (Cherry)  Runkel,  and  tbev  have  had  two 
children:  William  is  a farmer  in  Upper  IHahanoy 


township;  Farietta  married  Landis  Brosius,  who 
farms  the  homestead  for  his  father-in-law.  Hr. 
Fetter. 

Benneville  Fetter,  son  of  George,  was  born  April 
21,  1841,  on  the  homestead  in  Upper  IMahanoy 
township,  where  he  was  a lifelong  farmer,  owning 
and  living  upon  his  father's  place,  which  is  now 
the  property  of  his  son  Charles  H.  He  died  Jan. 
6,  1887,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty- 
five  years,  and  is  buried  at  St.  John's  Church, 
where  he  and  his  family  united  with  the  Reformed 
congregation,  and  he  was  serving  as  deacon  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  Hr.  Fetter  had  a harrowing  ex- 
perience with  the  hlolly  H;^uires,  who  terrorized 
the  coal  regions  for  a number  of  years,  being 
robbed  by  them  of  two  hundred  dollars  while  he 
was  going  across  Broad  Hountain.  He  was  a 
hucksterer,  and  was  on  the  road  between  Pottsville 
and  Hinersville.  He  married  Louisa  Malick. 
daughter  of  David  and  Elizabeth  (Leitzel)  Halick, 
and  four  children  were  born  to  them ; Wilson 
H.,  Charles  H.,  John  F.  and  George  H.,  the  last 
named  dying  in  childhood. 

Ch.vrles  H.  Fetter  was  born  July  19,  1867,  on 
the  homestead,  and  there  worked  for  his  parents 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  When 
his  father  died  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  of  118 
'acres,  which  he  has  since  cultivated.  It  came  into 
his  possession  in  1888.  He  disposes  of  his  produce 
in  Shamokin.  Hr.  Fetter  has  been  quite  interested 
in  local  affairs,  has  been  overseer  of  the  poor  in  his 
township  since  1905  and  was  supervisor  for  three 
terms.  He  is  a Republican  in  political  sentiment. 

On  Xov.  9,  1890,  Hr.  Fetter  married  Lizzie  A. 
Beissel,  daughter  of  Daniel  IT.  and  Abbie  (Horn- 
berger)  Beissel,  of  Upper  Hahanoy  township,  and 
they  have  had  a family  of  eleven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Sadie  Haizie,  Harry  D.,  Clyde  E.,  Welling- 
ton C..  George  C.,  John  C.,  Cally  L.,  Dora  W.. 
Katie  A.,  Jennie  L.  and  Lydia  E.  Ivlr.  Fetter  and 
his  family  worship  at  St.  .Tolin’s  Church,  where 
they  are  members  of  the  Lutlieran  congregation, 
and  he  has  been  very  active  in  the  work  of  that  or- 
ganization, having  served  as  deacon  elevem  years  in 
succession,  as  superintendent  of  tlie  Sunday  school 
for  three  terms,  and  since  1907  as  elder.  He  take- 
a keen  interest  in  all  the  activities  of  the  congre- 
gation and  is  one  of  its  most  valued  workers.  He 
is  a member  of  Eureka  Lodge,  Xo.  260,  I.  0.  0.  F.. 
of  Leek  Kill.  , 

•Tottx  F.  Fetter,  son  of  Benneville,  was  born 
Xov.  16,  1871,  in  Tapper  Hahanoy  township,  where 
he  received  his  edneation.  attending  school  at  Lock 
Kill.  Leaving  school  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
he  went  to  IMount  Carmel  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
■trade  when  he  attained  his  majority,  and  has  been 
engaged  at  tliat  work  over  since,  being  established 
in  his  native  township.  .Since  the  spring  of  1909 
he  has  also  l)ecn  engaged  in  farming,  owning  forty- 
nine  acres  located  along  Line  IHountain.  Thi.s 
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was  formerly  the  Solomon  Emlerliue  homestead 
and  subsequently  owned  by  E.  B.  Tschopp,  who 
built  the  present  frame  residence  in  1893.  Mr. 
Enderline  operated  a tannery  there  for  many  years. 

On  Dec.  30.  1893,  Mr.  Better  married  Annie 
Brosius,  daughter  of  Michael  and  Katie  (Bush) 
Brosius,  and  they  liave  had  two  children,  Katie 
L.  and  Lloyd  A.  All  this  family  are  members  of 
the  Reformed  congregation  at  St.  John’s  Church. 
Like  his  father,  Mr.  Fetter  is  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  socially  he  affiliates  with  IMount  Carmel 
Commandery,  Xo.  22,  Knights  of  Malta,  and  with 
the  carpenters  and  joiners  organization,  Xo.  711, 
at  Mount  Carmel. 

DAXIEL  S.  SCHWARTZ,  one  of  the  leading 
and  substantial  farmer  citizens  of  Jordan  town- 
ship, was  horn  on  the  Schwartz  homestead  there 
Sept.  23,  1846,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  that  place. 
He  is  a great-grandson  of  Peter  Schwartz,  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  Xorthumberland  county, 
who  came  hither  from  his  native  county,  Berks. 

The  emigrant  ancestor  of  this  old  Pennsylvania 
family  was  one  Xicholas  Schwartz,  and  he  was  one 
of  the  early  residents  of  Longswamp  township, 
Berks  Co.,  Pa.  (There  was  another  Xicholas 
Schwartz  in  Berks  county,  a much  earlier  settler 
there.)  In  1759  he  was  assessed,  paying  fourteen” 
pounds  tax,  and  one  Daniel  Schwartz,  who  paid 
two  pounds,  is  said  to  have  been  his  brother.  In 
the  tax  list  the  name  is  spelled  Swartz,  hut  in  his 
last  will  and  testament  Xicholas  wrote  the  name 
Schwartz  in  legible  German.  In  this  document, 
which  is  on  record  in  Will  Book  2,  page  336,  in  the 
Berks  county  courthouse,  he  gives  his  occupation 
as  shoemaker.  On  May  9,  1778,  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  American  Revolution,  letters  of  ad- 
ministration were  granted  to  his  wife,  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Schwartz,  and  their  sons  John  and  Samuel. 
Xicholas  Schwartz  made  ample  ])rovision  for  Ids 
beloved  wife,  who  was  to  receive  annually  18 
bushels  of  good  wheat,  100  pounds  of  pork,  50 
pounds  of  beef,  6 pounds  of  good  wool,  10  pounds 
of  “heckled”  flax,  8 pounds  of  hemp,  2 barrels  of 
good  cider  and  3 gallons  “oyl.”  The  children  of 
Xicholas  and  Mary  Elizal)eth  Schwartz  were  seven 
in  number,  five  sons  and  two  daughters:  John, 

Samuel,  Daniel,  Christian,  Xicholas,  Sarah  and 
Mary  Elizabeth.  The  estate  being  a large  one,  all 
received  considerable  for  that  day,  John  and  Sam- 
uel obtaining  land:  the  homestead  it  appears 

was  divided  into  two  parts,  John  receiving  that 
part  on  which  stood  the  original  set  of  buildings. 
Daniel  received  a tract  of  land  and  twenty-five 
pounds  in  money.  Christian  was  to  receive  200 
pounds  in  money  and  a mare  not  over  ten  years, 
old.  Xicholas  received  200  pounds  in  money, 
Sarah  a like  amount,  and  Mary  Elizabeth  100 
pounds  in  money. 

When  the  first  Federal  Cen-us  Report  was  taken. 


in  1790,  Samuel  Schwartz  lived  in  Longswamp 
township,  Berks  county,  was  a farmer,  and  head  of 
a family  consisting  of  himself  and  wife,  a son  then 
over  sixteen  years  old.  and  four  sons  under  six- 
teen, as  well  as  three  daughters.  It  was  his  eldest 
son,  Peter,  born  1763,  died  1831,  who  founded  the 
family  in  the  territory  now  embraced  in  Jordan 
township,  Xorthumberland  county,  he  having  set- 
tled near  Urban,  the  business  center  of  the  town- 
ship. 

There  were  a number  of  other  Swartzes.in  Berks 
county  at  this  period,  the  following  wills  being  of 
record  there:  Book  B,  page  209,  Casper  Swartz, 
died  1787  (executors  John  and  Leonard  Swartz)  ; 
Book  A,  page  383,  Jacob  Swartz,  died  1798  (exec- 
utor, Philipina  Swartz)  ; Book  4,  page  169,  Leon- 
ard vSwartz,  died  1803  (executors  Ludwig  Swartz 
and  lienry  Kruni)  ; Book  4,  page  436,  John 
Swartz,  died  1807  (executors  Rachel  Swartz  and 
John  Garber). 

Peter  Schwartz,  eldest  son  of  Samuel  and  grand- 
son of  Xicholas,  was  born  in  Longswamp  town- 
ship. Berks  county,  and  upon  his  removal  to 
Xorthumberland  county  settled  in  what  is  now 
Jordan  township.  He  took  up  and  bought  over 
three  hundred  acres  of  land,  located  in  the  vicinity 
of  Urban,  which  village  was  founded  by  his  son 
Daniel  on  land  originally  belonging  to  Peter 
Schwartz.  The  latter  was  a farmer  by  vocation, 
and  he  was  a man  of  progressive  and  enterpris- 
ing disposition,  erecting  a number  of  buildings 
and  materially  improving  his  holdings.  He  be- 
longed to  the  Reformed  congregation  of  St. 
Peters  Church  at  Mahanoy  and  was  active  in 
every  phase  of  the  church  life,  holding  all  the 
church  offices  and  assisting  liberally  in  the  finan- 
cial support  of  the  organization  as  well  as  in  the 
erection  of  the  church  edifice.  He  is  buried  at 
that  church,  as  is  also  his  wife,  who  was  a native 
of  Berks  county  and  a member  of  one  of  tlie  old- 
est and  most  representa,tive  families  of  that  re- 
gion, the  Hochs.  The  inscriptions  on  their  tomb- 
stones read  as  follows : 

Hier  ruhet 
der  Leib  von 
Peter  Schwartz 
Geboren  Sept,  den  lOten 
1763 

Starb  July  den  2ten  1831 
Sein  alter  war  70  yahre 
7 monate  und  14  tage 

Hier  ruhet 
der  Leib  von 
Debora  Schwartz 
Geborne  Hochein 
war  gebohren  April  den  12tcn 
1761 

Starb  Sept,  den  7ten  1833: 

Ehr  alter  war  72  yahre 
4 monate  und  26  tage 

Peter  Schwartz  and  his  wife  had  three  .«ons 
and  two  daughters,  viz. : Daniel ; Samuel,  a seluwil 
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teacher,  \dio  moved  to  Mercer  county,  Pa.,  and 
who  married  a Schaffer  (he  had  a son  Jonas)  ; 
Peter;  Catharine,  married  to  George  Geise;  and 
Hannah,  married  to  Elias  Leitzel. 

Daniel  Scliwartz,  son  of  Peter,  was  horn  Dec. 
2,  1794,  in  Berks  county,  and  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Northumberland  county,  where  he  be- 
came a prominent  citizen  of  his  section.  He  was 
a farmer  and  mercliant,  owned  the  farm  of  160 
acres  now  belonging  to  his  grandson  Daniel 
Schwartz,  and  rvas  the  founder  of  the  village  of 
Urban  (so  named  by  the  government  when  the 
post  office  was  established),  erecting  the  first 
building  and  starting  the  first  store  and  hotel 
there.  His  establishment  was  the  principal  busi- 
ness center  in  the  towpship,  and  he  continued 
in  successful  business  for  many  years,  during 
which  time  he  A^as  also  active  in  many  ways  in 
promoting  the  general  rvelfare  of  the  community. 
He  was  a valual)le  member  of  society.  The  pub- 
lic school  system  received  substantial  encourage- 
ment from  him  and  he  helped  to  establish  it  in 
his  district.  He  donated  the  ground  upon  Avhich 
St.  Paul’s  (the  Schwartz)  Church  at  Urban  is 
erected,  and  contributed  liberally  of  both  time  and 
money  toward  its  erection,  was  a zealous  member 
of  the  Eefornied  congregation  there,  holding  all 
the  church  offices,  and  participated  in  all  the  work 
of  that  organization.  Politically  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. His  wife,  Pachel  (Beisel),  daughter  of 
Peter  Beisel,  was  born  July  11,  1797,  and  died 
Dec.  29,  1862.  iMr.  Schwartz  died  Sept.  30,  1857. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children  : 
David;  Josiah,  who  married  Anna  Shaffer  (she 
was  born  May  28,  182G,  and  died  Oct.  4.  1861)  : 
Elias ; Pacliei,  Mrs.  Smith  (she  and  her  husband 
moA-ed  "to  Indiana);  Hannah.  Mrs.  John  Daniel: 
Elizabeth,  iMrs.  Elias  Shaffer;  and  Sarah,  aaIio 
married  John  Emerich  (1831-1872). 

Peter  ScliAvartz,  son  of  Peter  and  Debora 
(Hoch)  Schwartz,  born  Aug.  9,  1805,  died  Jan. 
4,  1885,  and  is  buried  at  St.  Paul’s  Church.  He 
remained  in  the  vicinity  of  Urban,  Avliere  he  fol- 
lowed farming  and  merchandising.  OAvning  a tract 
of  about  one  hundred  acres  (noAV  the  property 
of  Charles  Heim  and  John  Byerly)  Avhich  he  cul- 
tivated, and  for  several  years  carrying  on  a mer- 
cantile business  east  of  Urban.  He  was  tAvice 
married,  his  Avives  being  sisters  named  Merkel, 
and  the  folloAving  record  found  in  the  cemetery  of 
St.  Peter’s  Church  at  Mahanoy  prolialAly  refers 
to  his  first  Avife;  Hannah  iVlercklin,  Avil'e  of  Peter 
Schwartz,  born  Dec.  11,  1806.  died  May  20,  1847. 
His  second  Avife,  Elizalieth  Merkel,  born  Dec.  23. 
1823,  died  July  30,  1887.  His  children  AA'ere: 
Daniel  IM.  and  Harriet,  the  latter  the  Avife  of 
Charles  Heim. 

Daniel  M.  ScliAvartz,  son  of  Peter.  Avas  an  es- 
teemed schoolmaster  of  his  day.  teaching  at  and 
around  Urban,  Avhere  he  Avas  also  a merchant  for 


some  years.  He  Avas  a justice  of  the  peace  of 
Jordan  toAvnship  for  many  years,  and  Avas  active 
in  the  public  affairs,  church  and  social  life  of  the 
district.  Later  he  moved  to  Sunlmry,  Avliere  he 
died  Dec.  14,  1903,  aged  seventy-three  years, 
four  months,  tAventy-seA'en  days;  he  is  buried  at 
Urban.  In  political  connection  he  Avas  a Demo- 
crat. He  married  Susan  Coleman,  and  they  had 
tAvo  daughters,  Mary  and  Jane. 

David  ScliAvartz,  son  of  Daniel  and  Pachel 
( Beisel)  ScliAvartz,  Avas  born  July  28,  1819,  be- 
came a farmer  and  the  owner  of  the  homestead, 
noAv  oAvned  by  his  son  Daniel  S.  ScliAvartz.  The 
property  noAv  comprises  104  acres.  In  1872  he 
built  the  barn  noAV  standing  on  this  tract,  and  he 
assisted  in  the  erection  of  the  house,  Avhich  Avas 
put  up  about  1856.  He  OAvned  another  farm,  of 
130  acres,-  in  Inttle  Mahanoy  toAvnship.  Mr. 
ScliAA’artz  Avas  an  industrious  and  prosperous  man, 
and  not  only  looked  AA'elT  after  his  OAvn  affairs, 
but  found  time  to  serve  his  felloAV  citizens,  hold- 
ing the  offices  of  school  director  and  supervisor  of 
his  toAvnship.  He  Avas  also  active  in  church  af- 
fairs as  a member  of  the  Reformed  congregation 
at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  holding  all  the  church  of- 
fices, in  fact  he  Avas  serving  the  church  in  an 
official  capacity  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
adult  life.  He  died  June  5,  1887,  and  is  buried 
at  St.  Paul’s  Church. 

In  1843  Mr.  Schwartz  married  Elizabeth  Schaf- 
fer, AA’lio  Avas  born  Feb.  3,  1822,  daughter  of  Dlich- 
ael  Schaffer,  and  died  Dec.  25,  1887.  They  had  a 
family  of  four  children:  Catharine,  who  died 
young  : Daniel  S. ; Rachel,  Mrs.  Durell  Schaffer  ; 
and  Amanda,  Mrs.  Daniel  Wmt. 

Daniel  S.  ScliAvartz  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Jordan  township,  Avas  reared 
to  fann  life,  and  has  continued  to  follow  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  being  the  present  owner  of  the 
Schwartz  homestead  near  Urban.  He  is  a thor- 
ougldy  respected  resident  of  that  locality,  has  held 
the  office  of  tax  collector  of  his  toAvnship,  and  has 
served  the  ScliAA'artz  Church  in  various  official  ca- 
pacities, having  been  elder  and  trustee.  Politically 
he  is  a Democrat.  He  noAv  resides  Avith  his  son, 
Janies  Morris  Scluvartz,  on  the  old  home  place. 

In  1869  Mr.  ScliAvartz  married  Lydia  Geist,  Avho 
Avas  born  Feb.  6,  1844.  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Elizabeth  (Hepler)  Geist,  and  died  Sept.  7.  1907. 
I'o  this  union  Avas  born  one  son,  James  Morris. 

J-UiES  iMonnis  Sciiavartz,  born  Dlarcli  7,  1870, 
on  his  grandfathers  fann  in  Upper  Mahanoy 
toAvnship,  received  his  early  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  Later  he  attended  the  commercial 
college  at  Williamsport,  from  Avhich  he  Avas  grad- 
uated in  1894.  Meantime,  in  1890,  he  had  re- 
ceived his  license  to  teach  public  school  from  Prof. 
William  Bloom,  and  he  later  received  a license 
from  Prof.  Da  Shipman,  under  Avhom  he  Avas 
granred  a professional  certificate.  He  also  took 
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an  exaniinatinu  undcM'  I’lv.i.  Benjamin  Apple.  His 
first  term  was  taught  in  Jordan  townsliip  in  1890, 
at  the  Hebe  school,  where  he  also  remained  for 
a second  term, -and  lus  third  tenn  was  at  the  For- 
est school.  For  the  next  four  terms  he  was  en- 
gaged at  the  Urban  school,  then  for  two  terms  at 
the  Linden  school  in  the  same  township,  and  his 
last  term  was  taught  in  Washington  township — 
ten  terms  in  all.  He  met  with  continued  success 
as  an  instructor,  keeping  up  the  traditions  of  the 
Schwartz  family,  which  has  had  a teacher  in  ev- 
ery generation  on  record.  He  has  tiie  retentive 
memory  and  active  mind  characteristic  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  his  conscientious  work  made  his  services 
as  an  educator  highly  valued.  Mr.  Schwartz  is 
now  residing  with  his  father  on  the  old  homestead 
and  devoting  himself  to  its  cultivation,  and  he 
succeeded  his  father  in  the  office  of  tax  collector 
of  Jordan  township,  which  resjxmsible  position  he 
has  filled  without  interruption  since  189-1.  He  is 
a Democrat  in  politics,  and  like  so  many  other 
members  of  the  family  a Reformed  member  of 
the  Schwartz  (St.  Paul’s)  Church  at  Urban,  to 
which  his  family  also  belong.  He  has  been  sec- 
retary of  the  church  council  since  1906.  Mr. 
Schwartz  is,  indeed,  a representative  member  of 
an  old  and  honored  family  of  Jordan  township, 
one  of  the  most  influential  in  that  section  of 
Xorthumberland  county,  substantial  and  valuable 
citizens  who  have  proved  their  worth  in  every 
generation.  They  are  still  interested  in  the  Ur- 
ban store  properrt,  and  have  other  valuable  in- 
terests. 

On  March  29,  190.5,  James  Morris  Schwartz 
married  Bertha  Kauffman,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Sarah  (Burns)  Kauffman,  of  Sunbury,  earlier  of 
Upper  Mahanoy  township.  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Schwartz 
have  an  only  son,  Daniel  K. 

LOXG.  There  are  three  Long  brothers,  all  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Eockefeller  township.  Xorth- 
umberland county,  sons  of  Samuel  S.  Lmig  and 
grandsons  of  Daniel  Long,  a native  of  Berks 
county,  whore  the  family  has  been  settled  since 
the  early  half  of  the  eighteenth  century.  On  Aug. 
30,  1737,  the  brothers  Jacob  and  -Tohan  Xicholas 
Long,  who  were  fi’om  the  Rhine  country,  Ger- 
many, arrived  in  America  on  the  shi])  "'Samuel,''’ 
of  London,  Hugh  Percy,  captain,  fronr  Rotterdam, 
last  from,  Cowes. 

This  Johan  Xicholas  I.(Ong  was  the  ancestor  of 
the  XorthuMilterland  countv  family  with  which 
this  article  is  to  deal.  He  settled  in  Rockland 
township.  Berks  county,  at  an  early  date,  and  died 
there  in  1782,  survived  by  his  wife  Elizabeth  and 
children;  iMary  Af)polonia.  who  married  John 
Kercher ; .Tacob ; Xicholas;  .John,  and  Henry. 
The  three  last  nanunl  were  under  age  at  the  time 
of  their  father's  death.  His  will  was  witnessed  bv 


his  brother  Jacob,  and  Paul  Grosscap,  the  ances- 
tor of  the  Chicago  jurist,  Peter  Grosscup. 

Daniel  I,ong  was  born  in  Berks  county  June  2, 
180-1.  He  had  no  brothers,  and  but  one  sister,  who 
died  young.  His  father  died  in  Berks  county 
when  yet  a young  man,  and  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Krissinger,  then  came  to  Xorth- 
umberland county,  Pa.,  where  she  married  (sec- 
ond)-Jacob  Raker,  of  Lower  Augusta  (now  Rocke- 
feller) township.  To  her  second  marriage  were 
born  children  as  follows;  Solomon,' George,  Ja- 
cob, Livina  (Mrs.  Daniel  Malich),  Mrs.  Harry 
Keiser  and  Mrs.  John  Hoover. 

Daniel  Long  made  his  permanent  home  in 
Xorthumberland  county  after  coming  hither  with 
his  mother.  He  lived  in  Rockefeller  township, 
and  owned  two  farms,  one  the  place  now  owned 
by  his  grandson  William  E.  Lcmg  and  the  other 
owned  at  present  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Permelia 
J.  Conrad.  He  was  a maker  of  planes,  using 
heechwood  in  their  manufacture.  Here  he  mar- 
ried Catharine  Shipe,  who  survived  him,  his  death 
occurring  Sept.  19,  1876,  hers  on  Feb.  10,  1887, 
when  she  was  seventy-eight  years,  nine  months, 
twenty-two  days  old.  They  are  buried  at  the 
Augusta vi lie  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church. 
Their  children  were  as  follows ; Barbara  Ann  mar- 
riecl  John  jlartin  and  they  lived  in  Shamnkin 
township;  Elizabeth  Ann  married  Thomas  Wolf 
and  they  lived  at  Tamaqua,  Pa. ; Samuel  S.  is 
mentioned  below;  Sarah,  l)orn  in  1833,  died  in 
1838 ; Catharine  Ann  married  Solomon  Miller  and 
(second)  Andrew  Snyder,  and  lived  at  ’\Yilliam«- 
pott.  Pa. ; Mary  Ann  married  Pider  Reeser  and 
they  lived  at  Trevorton,  this  county;  Catharine; 
Permelia  J.  married  Xathaniel  Conrad;  William, 
born  May  1,  1812,  died  Sept.  1,  1814-. 

Samuel  S.  Long,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  March 
27,  1837,  in  Rockefeller  township,  and  died  dan. 
29,  1904.  He  is  buried  at  the  Augmstaville 
Church  previouslv  mentioned,  where  he  was  a Re- 
formed member  and  active  in  church  work,  serv- 
ing many  years  in  the  church  council.  Mr.  Long 
followed  farming,  owning  the  place  now  in  the 
possession  of  his  son  William  E.  Long,  who  is  the 
third  in  direct  line  to  own  it.  He  was  not  only 
a good  farmer,  but  a man  of  rare  mechanical  gifts, 
making  slioes,  planes  (many  of  wliich  are  ^till  in 
use  in  this  section),  harnesses,  etc.,  could  do 
mason-work,  and  in  fact  almost  anything  he 
turned  his  hand  to.  He  served  his  townshi[)  as 
school  director.  iVfr.  Long  married  ^lary  Conrad, 
daughter  of  Daniel  P.  and  Lydia  (Krceger)  Con- 
,rad,  and  she  survives  him.  continuing  to  live  on 
the  homesteaii.  She  celebrated  her  seventy-third 
birthday  Jan.  1,  1911.  Three  chiblren  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long,  Daniel  C.,  George  i\l.  and 
William  E. 

D.VNtEL  C.  Long  was  born  IMay  4,  1863,  was 


BL. 


,rrzw.r 


«ffl  .qiu'jwvKwO^  naiUjJiHi!  <:»tl 

j^aoisunQ  >«h»J  o^ft')ulC>  i*tU  Jn>  i«t 
vj*l\f<^'.t  JB»  )»Kid  «fW  «tfOCir 

f»H'w  .^tcjsis-  «6f>  ii  wd  lutft  ^^'wi^l,v^«l  nft  H'i»jj  »H  ^ 


<■"  m, 


■'W  ' „ ' # V.  . 

«iiH  itiniM^it  i?l  'wfcfiM  mifmsmsix^t 

/J&6J  tti  4^^*^'**<*^  ax  fcaw  iiwtki  .tetfl  | 

^'r,yivwM'  M 8BW. 


ai  finlii  TiHifisl  eiH'  M ft  -as  ^ feilf  f>«it-ic^;.^ 

vkiiMpM' .lodloin  Rill  ftoB  (-ffom  ' j&  M<sdf  ftofisfioft  andi'^ 

•i'1j'io*4  iKiU  eayf  smta  miiijuii  n't  toorfo*,  flaftwiil. 

- >^oo>I-7'oa)  aitiir^uk  iweJ  io  tbant  jj&a<}  a2i>«|j(iMe  jS^cidoo  iffiw  frBl  -.tt« 

v)-rvr  4^/urri^if  f,uu»'>^  liid  oT  .qifbiriraf  qw 

-ij'ft  : (d'i/oiff{>'t--ftf!  ■a'yjiofiifid % hM  «ii'i)  d’-4fi'flr  ,,Miinijtl'‘ ‘ 

•»m-H  rmV.  '.tdailRlf  kinBfJ  ’''i^'jU )i 

«J«f,  .ril^  i^X«  WwE 

ni  Hfitarl  aid  ul>«m  v/It^I  kfjiO<'l . vh‘>^  -.  : 

ihvfr  '?;.)diu(  yxuLito-}  tfiictlfi  vdijifoa  TOi«9i* 

/>i>flrw.o  v;«fi  widq’  ‘j»it  <>no  ,et;frf«i  vud  Jj'm  kd  fts»«  ^ :Ji«iiof»ft 

dfii  ftiifi  ;3mv[  .3:  ififillfiV?  rt(>A:fwt8%^  aM  y^'-  ?>ii0  dJlt.  ai  laudJrili  utiA  Ju©t»990©<ti*?, 


ttikiaWi^,  .rti4  ,TOidgxi8|>  jRrisijB  3.0,  ■■& 

3ti  ^ .Ji'  !sfvj3fJ|V_;,|C8I/V>f!j«  .,!^  if 

-I8EII  >ji>l{  .9i03i>a3unL»icic  liiitlit  m ^ eiiltf  ftiia  vfcOiJMoq  a ^ 

riiflofc  sW  ,mfrf  edw  ' ftSfit  M orfJ-lo  eifrtittwtftt  -h 

'^Of  .dad  m Mt  ^^0yr4s0:.&c^'^ . ■ 


odi  ia  b'jhed  «>T4. 

.driuiiO-  6'Kfiirt3’^?r  ftofi  tftet&i’itiJki  ofCk.ifekx^tt/-.  % sSirffilp^^ 

-f8m  rmA  4isd'/iv8.,d;s;»t>;no'J>«.dT:sw'\WTi^^^  £i(?ToiJO*l...fta» 

ni:doifl4/fB  ju  Mtil  V9fiJ  ftrtc  -jrtihil'f ''■‘addl.  i»iil  *i4 

3k7/  EfiinodT  Utfjitftia  nak  ft 


ei  .2  {^umnS  ; .ib’l  ^siip^maT  i» 


lit  h‘iib  nT'mhd  ^riis'iisA  r'Vyoi 


vi‘i\l  Yarf^  fH\n , dihi'^'U,  ‘fi.Qdi  i?*;iT<>'Kj.  9v«f{,  o6v  &h*h 

M.  at ''  .■wnt , 'vodT  .*;-  .mdl.ja* 


rrirjhnrf.Jft^  ft"rl|iiiti8  .vrt/dTayM'F 


,01  Bi  fli  /?  ‘ : [yn7 ito' ) bitieii} aV. , J^h'? kBj 
->181.?  >fqo8l  ftoift  ,i'i-8\C 
liotiiU  it?od  m ir  J'>i».«^-t  "id  iJtOis  ,i^n«>J.  ;2, 


ai89t9*;i 

, , . , «<(>;■  h 


>181 '.t  >fqo8l  ,&oil>  ,t  ''fjnU  tiifM 


olUyuHirvttk  9il3  id  Hhiid 


y»in 


,ao^  fiti'fe  5nft  ,<}i.dwvld^'"^6U'>3^v^iE[  /tt  ,'P&8l‘".'^i'^J?v  •♦  ''J.TteJ’:  '■ .'«-'  •'5^'  ,-  .**H 


,*f''  -f^H  ■ '.iOtJl, 

Tt  Tkircdy9'iij'4'9i«^^.  nr  ^iorJT«t  ui  ,I>«^ 


N' 


-'»U  8 »4  ,ftat3tori«w  „ . 

i.<ti)J''nk  .ihnno>j  dMdih  ■■/rtl  'ol  'to, 

•jdi  ni  <rti}{i.' ^'usid . ‘tii  .|»}i}W,^ffl:|jrj6^  ftovssisflilV'  jeowf-.  ,'twft 


no  rj[t}ki'jYy6:»_  Wif  inyrt^  oH  . 

Mmnri''>  ''Mmjsot  -^inAl  .'^K  ' ikhi’#  >#iy» . Ttw 


no 

fairfi'- 
mo^J  <«3V 

ftac  .1^^ 

'iff'' 

RRW  .t> 


..'f'Jflf 


it;  or 

,,, 

ijtvVO:  ^;0'  loiftSttt  : frftlwl-d 'A 

" ^ ji,' 'V'^'  ' ' 

tnWr  'fliod  RS% 


.7'  ..ffs..  I'V’ 


■3 


w 

a 


. ,ti  ;v. 


XOirmL'MBEKLAXD  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


513  ' 


learetl  to  fanninjr,  and  lias  followed  that  voca- 
tion all  his  life  in  Eockefeiler  township.  He 
worked  for  his  parents  until  his  tweutv-fourtli 
year,  in  1886  comincncing  to  farm  at  his  present 
location  in  Eockefeiler  township,  working  it  on 
shares  until  he  purchased  the  property,  some  yeai-s 
later,' when  the  owmer,  Isaac  i\Iartz,  went  to  Da- 
kota. Tills  was  formerly  the  homestead  of  Peter 
Eeeser,  who  erected  the  present  set  of  buildings 
on  the  place.  It  consists  of  forty-six  acres  in 
Eockefeiler  township,  which  contains  the  most  fer- 
tile land  in  the  township,  and  in  addition  IMr. 
Long  owns  a tract  of  thirty  acres  which  formerly 
belonged  to  John  E.  iMalick.  There  is  a good 
set  of  Imildings  on  that  tract  also.  Mr.  Long  has 
served  six  years  as  school  director.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  and  in  religious  connection  ho 
and  his  family  are  Eeformed  members  of  Zion’s 
Union  Church  at  Augiistaville,  which  he  has 
served  as  deacon  since  1902. 

On  Dec.  15,  1881,  Mr.  Long  married  Laura 
Bloom,  sister  of  LAias  Bloom,  who  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  svork,  and  they  have  had  ten 
children,  namely:  One  that  died  in  infancy:  J. 
Harold ; Samuel  "W.,  who  was  educated  in  the 
public  .schools  and  at  the  Bloomsburg  State  nor- 
mal school  and  is  now  engaged  in  teaching  pub- 
lic school  in  Nortliumberland  county;  Albert,  who 
died  in  infancy  ; IMarguerite : Gertrude;  Tjcon  U. ; 
Edna;  Jean,  and  Laura. 

Geokgr’M.  Long  was  born  Dec.  10,  1865,  on 
the  homestead  farm,  where  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood. MTten  seventeen  he  commenced  to  learn 
the  trade  of  painter  and  paper  hanger,  which  he 
continued  to  follow  for  nine  years  in  Shambkin 
and  'Williamsport.  For  ten  years  he  was  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  at  Augustaville,  and  for 
two  years  .was  interested  in  the  same  line  in  Sun- 
bury.  lit  the  spring  of  1901  he  Itegan  farming 
in  Eockefeiler  township,  where  he  now  lives,  hav- 
ing a tract  of  seventy-two  acres  which  was  for- 
merly the  William  IM.  IMiller  homestead.  Mr.  Long 
is  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  his  district,  and  his 
land  is  in  excellent  condition  and  under  a high 
state  of  cultivation. 

On  Jan.  17,  1887,  Mr.  Long  married  Annie 
J.  Wolf,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (YMr- 
dy)  Wolf,  who  lived  in  Eockefeiler  township. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  this  marriage: 
Herman  M..  who  met  an  accidental  death,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years,  six  months;  John  Adam; 
Georg-e  William;  Plarry  Elmer,  and  iMaiu'  Jan- 
etta. Mr.  Long  and  Ms  family  worship  at  the 
Augustaville  Churcli,  where  they  are  members  of 
the  Eeformed  congregation.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  esteemed  and  intelligent  citizens  of  his  com- 
muniW. 

Wif,Li.v:M  If.  Loxg  was  born  Feb.  8,  1873,  on 
the  Long  homestead,  aiul  tliere  grew  up,  receiv- 
ing his  oducation  in  the  local  yublic  scluxils. 
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Fa”ining  lias  always  been  his  occupation,  and  he 
is  now  tlie  owner  of  the  homestead,  140  acres  of 
feitile  land,  well  located,  in  the  southeastern  por- 
tion of  the  township.  He  lias  never  been  away 
from  the  place.  Its  buildings  are  in  substantial 
condition.  The  house  was  built  in  1873  by  his 
father,  who  did  nearly  all  the  carpenter  work  him- 
self, leaving  many  evidences  of  his  workmanship 
and  artistic  as  well  as  mechanical  ability,  for  he 
put  in  considerable  ornamental  woodwork,  all 
-pecimens  of  his  own  handicraft.  He  also  built 
tile  barn.  The  soil  of  this  farm  is  red  gravel  and 
well  adapted  for  general  crops,  Mr.  Long  also 
making  a specialty  of  truck,  as  did  his  father. 
He  sells  his  produce  at  Trevorton,  where  his  father 
also  went  to  market  for  years,  iMr.  Long  having 
customers  who  have  reliecl  on  the  Longs  for  their 
vegetables  - and  fruit  for  thirty  years.  He  is  a 
typical  member  of  his  family,  industrious,  wide- 
awake, thrifty  and  enterprising,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him. 

On  Dec.  2,  1893,  iMr.  Long  married  Daisy  D. 
Foy,  and  they  have  had  two  children,  Mildred 
C.  and  Ethel  May.  The  Longs  attend  Zion’s 
Union  Church  at  Augustaville,  Mr.  Long  being  a 
member  of  the  Eeformed  congregation  and  Mrs. 
Long  identified  witli  the  Eeformed  congregation. 
He  has  served  as  member  of  the  cluirch  council. 

The  Foy  family,  to  which  Mrs^  Long  belongs, 
came  to  Northumberland  county  from  New  Jer- 
sey, and  was  early  settled  in  what  wa<  originally 
Augusta  (now  Eockefeiler  and  Tipper  and  Lower 
Augusta)  township.  The  first  of  tlie  name  to 
come  hitlier  was  Samuel  Foy,  who  ■'.vas  born  in 
New  Jersey  in  1751  and  died  in  Eockefeiler  town- 
ship in  1826.  His  wife,  Osila,  died  .Inly  5,  1851, 
as'cd  seventy-three  years,  eight  months,  four  days. 
These  pioneers  are  liuried  side  by  side  at  tbe  stone 
eliurch  at  Augustaville.  They  had  nine  children, 
among  whom  were  sons  Charles  and  John. 

John  Foy,  son  of  Samuel,  owned  and  cultivated 
his  ovm  farm  in  Eockefeiler  township.  He  and 
Ms  wife  are  buried  there,  at  the  Ebenezer  Meth- 
odist Church,  of  which  they  were  meinl>ers.  , (We 
have  record  of  Jolm  Foye,  died  April  6.  1883. 
aged  seventy-seven  years,  five  months,  twenty-two 
days,  and  wife  Hannah,  died  July  7,  1886,  aged 
eighty  years,  seven  months,  twontv-eight  days, 
buried  at  the  Ebenezer  iMethodist  Cburch  in  Eock- 
('feller  township.)  Tlieir  children  were;  Samuel 
G. ; Catharine,  wlio  married  Samuel  Shipman  ; 
Mary,  who  raanaed  Jonathan  Harman  and  (sec- 
ond) Samuel  Ecedciy;  Daniel  B. ; and  Harriet,  who 
married  Jacob  S.  Siu'der. 

Samuel  G.  Foye  (as  he  wrote  his  name),  son 
of  John,  learned  the  carpenters  trade  in  his  early 
life  and  followed  it  for  a number  of  years.  For 
some  years  he  was  mine  boss  at  Bear  X'alley  col- 
liery. Later  in  life  he  was  a farmer  in  Lower 
Augusta  townsliip.  where  he  owned  a large  farm. 
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His  first  wife  was  lliiiali  lilonin.  daugliter  of  Wil- 
liam Bloom,  and  they  are  buried  at  IMaliek's 
I’^nited  Brethren  Church,  of  whicli  they  were  con- 
sistent memhers..  Among:  tlmir  children  was  a son 
Isaac  F.,  who  lives  in  Rockefeller  township;  he 
married  Lydia  Ilassinger,  and  they  have  five  chil- 
dien,  William  H.,  Lizzie  (h,  Refer,  Daisy  and 

Giace  I.  By  his  second  wife,  Je — ^ , Shunuel 

G.  Foye  had  these  children:  John  AVesleyv,  born 
March  '2'2,  1855,  who  died  in  W”est  Virginia  Dec. 
18,  18hT  ; L’aymond;  and  several  others. 

Daniel  B.  For.  son  of  .John,  lived  and  died  in 
Rockefeller  township.  lie  was  twice  manied,  his 
first  wife,  Maria  (Conrad),  being  the  motlier  of 
five  children:  Fannie:  John:  William;  Dlrs.  Lis- 
ter; and  Daisy  D.  who  married  W'illiam  L.  Long. 
For  his  second  wife  he  married  Sallie  Itf.  Rebuck, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children : Katie,  wife  of 
Charles  H.  Brosious;  Harry,  who  married  Daisy 
Foy;  Andrew  C. : Lean;  Raul,  and  Dona  V. 

GEORGE  W.  CRAIMLR,  a respected  farmer 
citizpn  of  West  Chillisquacjue  townsldp.  who  orms 
a fine  farm  at  Mimfandon.  was  horn  Julv  16,  1847. 
in  Monroe  towimhip.  Snyder  Co.,  Ra.,  son  of  Xa- 
than  Cramer  and  grandson  of  George  W'.  Cramer. 
The  grandfather  came  to  this  section  from  Bucks 
or  Berks  county,  Ra.,  and  took  up  land  in  Mon- 
roe township.  He  came  to  his  death  by  foul  play, 
being  found  dead  in  a strip  of  woods  with  a wound 
in  his  head.  His  children  were;  Reuben,  who  be- 
came a successful  farmer,  owning  four  farms  in 
Snyder  county,  near  iliddleburg : Sallie,  who  mar- 
tied  John  Gingrich:  and  Xathan. 

Xathan  Cramer  was  born  in  1818  in  Snyder 
county,  and  died  in  1880;  he  is  buried  at  Xorth- 
umberland.  He  worked  by  the  day.  engaged  in 
fishing  on  the  Susi|uehanna,  and  also  acted  as 
pilot  on  that  river,  beconting  a well  and  favor- 
ably known  man.  'I’o  him  and  his  wife,  Susanna 
(Ritter),  were  born  children  as  follows:  Henry, 
now  living  at  Danville,  Ra. ; Amelia,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  seventeen ; Frederick,  a resident  of 
Xorthumberland,  who  died  May  I'f,  1011;  George 
W. ; John  F..  a plasterer,  of  Danville;  and  Mary, 
who  married  P'lemington  Houghton  and  has  sons 
Charles  and  Fred. 

George  W.  Cramer  remained  in  Snyder  county 
until  1864.  in  which  year  he  came  to  Roint  town- 
ship, Xorfhundterland  count)'.  He  continued  to 
follow  farm  w<u'k.  to  which  he  had  been  reared. 
From  Roint  township  he  went  to  Big  Island,  and 
then  up  the  north  branch,  where  he  was  employed 
for  two  years,  from  ihei'c  moving  to  Chillisquaque 
township,  where  he  farmed  ten  years  for  Gilbert 
Voiis.  For  the  next  three  years  he  was  on  the 
Dr.  Maclay  farm  in  4’urbut  township,  this  county, 
in  18!)8  moving  onto  the  D.  M.  Xesbit  farm,  where 
he  was  occupied  for  two  years.  In  1000  he  bought 
the  tract  of  eighty-s(wen  acres,  thirteen  perches. 


at  i\Iontandon,  in  V\'est  ( 'hiiiis(|iiaque  township, 
which  has  since  been  his  home,  this  having  been 
pait  of  the  Xesbit  farm,  fie  is  a hard-working 
man.  and  has  won  success  by  his  own  ctfoi ts.  be- 
ing I’espected  by  all  who  know'  him  for  his  upright 
and  honorable  life.  He  has  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  whom  he  has  served  for  three  years 
in  the  capacity  of  school  dirc'ctor.  Rolitically  he 
is  a Democrat  and  in  religion  a Lutheran,  a mem- 
l)cr  of  St.  John's  Church  at  Xorthumberland, 
which  he  helped  to  build.  His  'fine  farm  is  a 
credit  to  the  locality. 

Mr.  Cramer  married  Lucinda  Brouse.  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  and  Elizabeth  (Dark)  Brouse,  of 
Snyder  county,  Ra.,  and  they  have  had  the  fol- 
lowing- children:  IMinnie  DI.  (wife  of  Frank  Hum- 
mel), William  E.,  Wesley  L,  Albert  J.,  Martin 
L.,  Bruce  S.,  Leroy  E.,  Lottie  il.,  Hattie  B.  and 
Jennie  Gertrude. 

JOHX  W.  HOCTT,  proprietor  of  the  “City 
Cafe’’  at  Milton,  Ra.,  was  horn  at  Beaver  Springs, 
Snyder  Co.,  Ra.,  Aug.  7',  185!),  son  of  A.  S.  Hoch, 
now  residing  at  Xew  Beilin,  Fnion  Co.,  Renn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  Hoch  is  of  German  ancestry,  his  great- 
great-grandfather  having  been  the  first  of  the  fam- 
ily to  come  from  the  Fatherland.  Samuel  Hoch, 
the  great-grandfather,  a farmer  in  Snyder  county, 
died  at  a comparatively  early  age  leaving  a large 
family  of  children,  of  whom  .John  Hoch.  grand- 
father of  John  W.,  was  among  the  oldest.  The 
family  was  separated  after  this  bereavement,  and 
.John,  tlien  quite  a small  boy,  was  hired  out  to 
a farmer,  an  entire  stranger,  no  provisioir  being 
made  for  his  schooling,  which  was  limited  to  a 
few'  months  snatched  at  interxals  in  his  xvork. 
At  sixteen  he  began  an  apprenticeship  to  a car- 
penter. Albright  Swineford,  receiving  his  board 
and  clothes,  and  this  business  he  followed  at  Iilid- 
dlehurg,  Ra..  through  his  active  life.  He  retired 
from  business  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven,  and  the 
last  few  years  of  his  life  w'ere  spent  in  MifHiiiburg, 
his  deafli  occurring  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven. 
His  wife,  Fllizabeth  Swineford,  a daughter  of  his 
former  employer,  died  at  Xew  Berlin,  Ra.,  and 
both  were  buried  at  Middlebnrg.  her  birthplace, 
and  their  home  during  the  greater  ]>ortion  of  their 
married  life.  She  was  a Lutheran  in  faith,  and 
iMi-.  Hoch  belonged  to  the  Reformed  Church.  He 
lield  \arious  offices  in  the  church  at  Middlebnrg, 
and  at  one  time  saved  the  edifice  being  sohl  by 
the  shcrifh  raising  a subscription  for  this  |mr- 
jiose.  This  task  was  undertaken  on  foot  through. 
Centre  and  Lnion  counties,  and  many  w'eary  miles 
were  traversed  before  the  object  was  accomplished. 
I'oliticallv  he  was  a stanch  Republican,  and  held 
a few  minor  offices.  He  was  a hard  -worker  and 
during  his  time  accumulated  two  competencies, 
the  tii>t  liaving  been  lost  through  the  dishonesty 
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of  He  had  throe  ohihlrea;  A.  sS. ; Mary 

M.,  wlio  married  Samuel  E.  Long,  of  Butler  Co., 
I’a. ; and  Aluaham,  who  died  in  infancy. 

A.  S.  Hoeh  was  Irorn  June  11,  183G.  at  ^liddle- 
burg,  and  tliere  ac(|uii-ed  his  schooling.  While 
still  a boy  lie  was  compelled  by  his  father's  re- 
verses to  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family,  as 
he  could  earn  fifty  cents  per  day  at  carpentering. 
His  hard  work  as  a liov  undermined  his  health, 
and  as  he  could  no  longer  work  as  a car|)enter,  he 
• accepted  a ])0.sition  as  clerk  for  Daniel  J.  Rogar, 
■of  Middleburg.  at  ten  dollars  per  month  and 
board.  After  a short  time  iMr.  Bogar  failed,  and, 
IMr.  Iloch  clerked  for  two  years  for  Beulren  Kel- 
ler, at  Adamsburg.  In  I860  he  established  a busi- 
ness of  his  own  at  ^Margaret's  IMills,  his  capital 
.amounting  to  83!)  at  the  time.  He  had,  however, 
the  confidence  of  monied  men,  who  assisted  him, 
and  in  ISGl'he  transferred  his  business  to  Kelly 
Cross  Roads,  and  later  opened  another  store  at 
Kelly  Point,  where  he  was  the  first  merchant.  He 
built  up  a laige  trade  at  Ixrth  places  and  was  in- 
strumental in  having  a post  office  established  at 
each  place.  In  March,  1888,  he  moved  to  Xew 
Berlin,  where  his  son  was  in  business  as  senior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Hoch  vC  Kline,  and  by 
purchasing  IMr.  Kline’s  interest  entered  the  firm 
which  then  became  Hoch  tit  Son.  Five  years 
later  he  retired,  and  the  firm  became  Hoch  & Oldt. 
Mr.  Hocli  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  church, 
in  which  he  has  twice  been  elder,  -and  for  ttvo 
years  was  president  of  the  Christian  Endeavor 
Society.  Fraternally  he  is  a IMason,  belonging 
to  the  lodge  at  Lewisburg.  On  April  IG,  1857, 
Mr.  Hoch  married  (first)  Amelia  Saltzman,  born 
in  Kovember.  1838,  in  Adamsburg,  Pa.,  daughter 
■of  William  and  Catherine  Saltzman.  She  died 
•Tune  18,  1881.  and  was  buried  in  the  Lutheran 
cemetery  in  Kelly  township,  Kniou  county.  To 
this  union  came  two  chihlren.  of  whom  Lizzie 
died  in  childhood ; and  John  W.  was  the  other. 
On  Oct.  IG,  1888,  Mr.  Hoch  married  (.second)  in 
White  Deer  township,  Union  county,  Ida  IM. 
Keefer,  born  in  Union  county,  daughter  of  Mar- 
tin and  LTfica  (Herman)  Keefer.  Mr.  Hoch  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  been  assessor,  overseer  of  the 
poor,  school  director,  and  while  in  Kew  Berlin  a 
memher  of  the  borough  council  and  its  president 
for  three  years. 

John  W.  Iloclt  attended  the  schools  near  his 
home  and  improved  his  time  by  study  at  home. 
He  taught  school  for  fifty-four  months,  forty-six 
of  which  were  passed  in  one  building  in  Kelly 
township,  Union  county.  Later  he  entered  the 
mercantile  business,  and  was  successfully  engaged 
in  that  line  for  twentv-one  years,  at  Kew  Berlin, 
selling  out  in  lOOG.  He  then  retired  from  active 
work,  but  idleness  did  not  suit  him  and  on  Feb. 
8,  1!)08,  he  liought  out  C.  A.  Hood  at  Kos.  11?- 
fll  Front  street,  IMilton,  where  he  has  a fine  up- 


to-date  rc^taurant.  All  the  woik  is  done  under 
his  jiersonal  supervision,  and  to  those  who  know 
him  that  speaks  for  fiist  class  service. 

Mr.  Hoch  married  Ida  C.  Stahl,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  Stahl,  of  Union  county,  and  they  have 
had  children  as  follows:  Joyce  married  the  Rev. 
W.  E.  Pellley,  a minister  of  the  Evangelical  faith 
stationed  at  Scranton;  Albright  S.  and  Elmer  E. 
are  at  home.  Politically  IMr.  Hoch  is  a. stanch 
Republican,  and  for  eleven  years  he  served  as  ])Ost- 
master  at  Kew  Berlin.  He  was  a member  of  the 
school  board  for  six  years,  and  for  a time  was 
])resident  of  the  borough  council.  He  is  a mem- 
lier  of  IMithinburg  Lodge,  Ko.  .370,  F.  & A.  M., 
and  Lodge  Ko.  1G3,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  of  Kew  Berlin. 
He  is  a man  of  good  Ipisiness  and  executive  abil- 
ity. and  i^  strictlv  honest  and  ujiright  in  all  his 
dealings.  - 

FRAKK  P.  WALDROK,  farmer  of  Turhut 
township,  was  born  in  that  township  Sept.  ?5, 
185?,  and  has  passed  all  his  life  in  this  section. 

iMr.  Waldron's  first  ancestor  in  this  region  was 
his  great-grandfatlier,  Cornelius  Waldron.  The 
family  has  been  established  in  America  from  Co- 
lonial days,  and  is  of  Dutch  origin,  its  founder 
in  this  country,  Baron  Waldron,  having  come 
from  Holland  to  what  'vas  then  Kew  Amsterdam, 
now  Kew  York,  in  IGGO,  After  the  English  took 
possession  of  Kew  Amsterdam  tlie  family  juoverl 
to  Kew  Jersey,  and  Cornelius  Waldron,  above 
mentioned,  moved  from  Hunterdon  county,  K.  .1.. 
to  Pennsylvania  in  178-5.  His  first  location  was 
near  Jluncv,  in  what  is  now  Lycoming  county, 
ami  afterward  he  bought  a farm  in  Brady  town- 
ship, that  county,  still  later  buying  land  at  the 
month  of  IMuddy  run,  in  Korthumberland  county. 
He  moved  his  family  to  this  place,  where  he  was 
accidentally  killed  while  felling  a tree.  He  was 
laid  to  rest  in  the  old  Warrior  Run  burying 
ground.  Cornelius  Waldron  served  as  a captain 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  aftei’  it^  close  -was 
cajrtain  of  a military  company. 

Latfert  Waldron,  son  of  Cornelius,  was  born  in 
U8l  in  Ilunterd.on  county,  K.  -I.,  came  to  Penn- 
sylvania with  his  father,  and  ])urehased  the  farm 
on  IMuddv  run.  But  he  soon  sold  it  and  bought 
a )>lace  about  a mile  cast,  in  Turbut  township, 
from  the  Kellehner  estate — the  phuc  afterward 
oecuj)ied  by  his  son  Willianv.  'I'liere  he  passed 
the  I'cmainder  of  his  life,  dying  on  his  farm  in 
1837.  His  wife,  Hannah  (Webb),  died  in  183?, 
and  they  ai’e  buried  at  the  'Warrior  Run  Presby- 
terian Church.  J’ho  family  attended  services 
there.  5Ir.  and  Mrs.  Waldron  had  the  following 
children;  .Tohn.  Cornelius.  Richard.  M'illiam, 
Charles,  David,  M.  D..  IMary  (.Mrs.  Sloat),  Sara 
(Mrs.  Sloat),  Jane  and  Hauuah.  Lafl’ert  Mal- 
dron  was  a tine  penman,  and  some  of  his  work 
now  in  the  possession  of  his  grandson.  Chai'les  L. 
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Waldrou^  of  Milton,  sliows  unusual  ability;  though 
it  is  over  a century  old  it  is  not  faded,  and  it 
is  well  cared  for  by  the  present  possessor,  who 
prizes  it  highly. 

'William  Waldron,  son  of  Laffert,  was  born 
Sept.  IT,  1814,  on  the  old  farm,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  toAvnship  schools.  He  followed 
farming  all  liis  life  and  prospered  by  dint  of  in- 
dustry, winning  the  respect  of  all  who  kne^v  him 
because  of  his  upright  methods  and  high  Chris- 
tian character.  Though  his  own  atfairs  demand- 
ed constant  attention  he  was  progressive,  and  rec- 
ognized the  fact  that  a citizen  owes  his  duty  to 
his  community  as  much  as  to  his  immediate  per- 
sonal interests,  and  he  did  his  share  in  local  mat- 
ters, filling  various  township  offices  and  serving 
fifteen  yeai-s  as  justice  of  the  peace.  The  cause 
of  public  education,  not  a particularly  popular 
one  in  his  early  manhood,  also  received  his  ear- 
nest srrpport,  and  all  his  children  received  good 
advantages.  He  was  an  original  member  of  the 
Turbut  Grange,  P.  of  H.,  and  an  original  stock- 
holder of  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Milton,  giv- 
ing his  influence  and  support  to  all  institutions 
which  in  his  opinion  would  be  of  general  benefit. 
In  religious  connection  he  was  a Presbyterian,  an 
active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Milton 
Church.  He  died  in  1901. 

In  1841  William  Waldron  married  Anna  Hil- 
gert,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Catherine  Hilgert, 
of  Chillisquaque  township,  and  she  died  in  1900, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Ten  children  were  lx>rn 
to  this  uni<m:  Philip  H.,  who  served  during  the 
Civil  war  in  Company  B,  131st  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers;  William  A.,  of  Michigan;  Charles 
Laffert,  of  IMilton;  Frank  P. ; George  W.,  who 
married  Ida  Brolist;  John  C.,  who  married  Mary 
Kerr;  James  iM.,  who  graduated  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  College,  became  a civil  engineer, 
was  formerly  in  Georgia  and  is  now  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  the  subway  and  tunnels  in 
Xew  York  City;  Hannah  J.,  who  married  Eph- 
raim Deitch,  of  Williamsport;  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried James  IMarsh,  of  Michigan;  and  Sarah  Eliza- 
beth, of  Sunbury,  Pennsylvania. 

Frank  P.  Waldron  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  home  township,  and  was  em- 
ployed with  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-five  years.  From  that  time  on  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  on  his  own  account,  in  West 
Chillisquaque  township,  where  he  was  situated 
until  1904,  the  year  in  which  he  removed  to  Tur- 
but township  and  settled  upon  his  present  farm. 
This  was  the  old  William  IMarsh  farm.  It  con- 
tains 134  acres,  ami  is  now  known  as  ‘‘Meadow 
View  Farm."  It  is  a fine  tract  of  limestone  soil, 
plentifully  supplied  witli  good  water,  and  Jfr. 
Waldron  has  been  decidedly  successful  in  his  agri- 
cultural operations.  He  ha“  been  a public-spirited 
citizen,  wherever  found,  a)id  ihmng  iiis  re>idonee 


in  Chillistpiaque  township  served  seven  years  as 
member  of  the  board  of  school  directors,  was 
chosen  treasurer  of  that  body  three  times  and 
served  one  year  as  president.  At  present  he  is 
serving  as  auditor  of  Turbut  township.  He  has 
been  as  faithful  and  conscientious  in  the  admin- 
istration of  its  atfairs  as  he  is  in  the  discharge  of 
his  jrcrsonal  obligations  and  his  services  have  been 
greatly  appreciated.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat, 
and  in  religious  matters  he  is  identified  with  the 
lleformed  denomination,  belonging  to  the  church 
at  Milton. 

On  Jan.  18,  18TT,  Mr.  Waldron  married  Susan 
iM.  Hummel,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah 
(Lantz)  Hummel,  and  they  have  had  children  as 
follows:  Sarah  E.,  who  is  at  home;  William  C., 
now  living  at  Beading,  who  married  Grace  Bun- 
deo,  and  has  a son,  Frank  P. ; Annie  M.,  unmar- 
ried; John  L. ; Ileni  y H.,  who  died  when  si.x 
years  old ; and  George  A.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twelve. 

John  Hummel,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Waldron, 
followed  farming  near  Freeburg,  Snyder  county, 
where  he  died.  He  married  Susan  Hilbish.  and 
they  had  children;  Henry,  John,  Caroline  (Mrs. 
Charles  Bhodej  and  Susan  (IMrs.  Benjamin 
Bhine). 

Henry  Hummel,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Sny- 
der count}',  Pa.,  and  died  in  Xorthumberland 
county,  at  i^Iilton,  Xov.  1,  1900,  aged  seventy 
years,  seven  months,  thirteen  days.  All  his  life 
he  followed  farming,  owning  a farm  place  in 
Chillisquaque  township,  along  the  Susquehanna 
river.  Fifteen  years  before  his  death  lie  fenioved 
to  the  borough  of  iMilton,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  To  liim  and  his  wife  Sarah 
(Lantz),  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Magdalena 
(Martz)  Lantz,  were  born  children  as  follows: 
Susan  M.,  Mrs.  Fi’ank  P.  Waldron ; Sarah  J., 
Mrs.  Ogden  Brown,  living  in  Union  county.  Pa.; 
Catharine  A.,  who  married  Irwin  Bomig;  Wil- 
liam E.,  who  makes  his  home  with  his  sisters  !Mrs. 
Waldron  and  ^Irs.  Brown;  and  John  S,,  who  mar- 
ried Anna  Gillinger  itnd  has  one  son,  Jackson. 

HAAS.  The  Haas  family  has  had  many  wor- 
thy representatives  in  Xorthumberland  county  in 
the  last  century  or  so,  and  the  late  Dr.  Jose])h 
Haas,  for  years  a familiar  and  beloved  figure  all 
over  the  iflahanoy  Valley,  where  he  practiced 
medicine  for  over  fifty  years,  has  loft  several  sons 
to  perpetuate  an  honorable  name.  The  only  one 
who  followed  in  his  footsteps  in  the  choice  of  a 
life  work  is  Dr.  Bichard  P.  Haas,  of  Williams- 
towm  Dauphin  county;  but  the  other  three  are 
still  I'esidents  of  their  native  county,  John  P. 
Haas  engaged  as  a meivhant  at  Shamokin.  Ed- 
ward L.  Haas  occupying  the  old  homestead  in 
.lackson  township,  and  ^\'illiam  H.  Haas  engaged 
as  a farmer  at  Doru'^ife.  Tlur  late  Joln.i  B.  Haas, 
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long  engaged  as  a merchant  at  Sunbury,  was  also 
of  this  family,  liis  father,  Daniel  Haas,  having 
been  an  uncle  of  Dr.  Joseph  Haas. 

‘The  earliest  of ‘this  name  at  Sunbury,  from 
which  section  the  members  of  the  family  have 
scattered  to  different  locations,  was  Frederick 
Haas,  who  died  late  in  November,  1813,  and  was 
buried  in  the  old  South  Fourth  street  cemetery. 
His  son  John  was  his  administrator.  He  had  a 
brother  Henry,  who  departed  this  life  in  January, 
1805;  and  another  son,  Lawrence,  who  had  been 
a resident  of  Jackson  township,  died  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1803.  In  1811  John  and  VTlliam  Haas 
•were  taxable  residents  of  Little  Mahanoy  to’um- 
ship,  this  county. 

John  Haas,  the  great-grandfather  of  John  P. 
Haas,  of  Shamokin,  was  also  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Sunbury.  He  came  from  the  Trappe,  in  iMont- 
gomery  county,  Pa.,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmith  witli  Paul  Baldy.  He  first  engaged 
in  business  as  a distiller,  having  built  a small  dis- 
tillery on  tlie  Center  turnpike,  two  miles  east  of 
Sunbury,  and  after  discontinuing  operations  there 
■erected  a sawmill  on  the  land  later  oumed  by  Dr. 

' R.  H.  Awl.  But  the  dam  was  twice  washed  away,, 
and  he  was  ruined  financially,  being  obliged  to 
begin  business  again  on  borrowed  capital — a thou- 
sand dollars  loaned  to  him  by  one  of  his  boy- 
hood friends,  Joseph  Heister,  of  Reading,  who 
served  as  governor  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  thus 
nnabled  to  engage  as  a merchant  at  Sunbury, 
where  he  was  located  before  ISO'?  in  a small  log 
building  on  the  north  side  of  Market  street,  where 
the  building  of  the  Sunbury  Trust  & Safe  De- 
posit Company  is  now  located.  Before  1808  he 
erected  tlie  lu'ick  house  near  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  IMarket  and  Fourth  streets  where  he  con- 
tinued in  l)usincss  for  some  years.  In  ISll  he 
purchased  twenty-three  acres  of  land  and  built  the 
old  stone  mill  known  as  ‘'Haas's  Stone  Mill”  on 
Little  Shamokin  creek,  in  Upper  Augusta  town- 
ship, just  east  of  Sunbury,  operating  this  mill  in 
connection  with  his  store  and  becoming  quite  pros- 
perous. Mr.  Haas  was  born  in  1761,  died  Jan.  17, 
18'?8,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  Soutli  Fourth 
street  cemetery  at  Sunbury.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Reformed  Church.  His  wife,  Maria  Eliza- 
beth (Druckemiller),  born  May  2,  1770.  died  Nov. 
16,  1815.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Henry  lived  and  died  at  Sunbury, 
where  he  was  proprietor  of  the  ‘‘Central  Hotel” ; 
Frederick  is  mentioned  below ; Daniel  always  lived 
in  Sunbury,  where  he  was  born  in  1806.  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  the  oldest  native  resi- 
dent of  that  borough;  George  died  Nov.  3,  1835, 
aged  thirty-six  years ; Margaret  married  John 
Shammo  and  they  lived  at  iMillersburg,  Pa.,  imtil 
their  removal  to  Rockford,  111.  (Mrs.  Shammo's . 
nephew,  Charles  Haas,  visited  them  there  in 


187'?)  ; Catliarine  married  John  Boulton  and 
they  made  their  home  in  Sunbury. 

Frederick  Haas,  son  of  John,  was  boin  in 
Sunbury  July  31,  1796,  conducted  the  Haas  mill 
for  some  years,  and  'was  a popular  and  esteemed 
citizen  of  his  day,  well  Itnown  all  over  the  coun- 
ty. He  was  a Democrat  in  politics  (as  were  all 
his  .sons)  and  stood  favorably  in  the  party.  Hav- 
ing been  chosen  to  fill  an  unexpired  term  as  county 
commissioner,  he  was  at  the  end  of  the  term  elect- 
ed to  ser\e  a full  three  years,  1856-59,  discharg- 
ing his  duties  with  the  highest  intelligence  and 
efficiency.  Mr.  Haas  married  Sarah  Zimmerman, 
who  was  born  June  20,  1798,  and  died  Sept.  30, 
1862,  a little  over  a year  after  his  own  death, 
which  occurred  Aug.  19,  1861.  They  are  buried 
in  the  family  plot  in  the  South  Fourth  street 
cemetery.  ' ilr.  and  IMrs.  Haas  were  members  of 
the  German  Reformed  C-hurch,  in  which  he  was 
long  a zealous  worker,  holding  various  offices  and 
attending  services  witli  great  reg'ularity.  He  took 
his  children  with  him  to  Sunday  morning  wor- 
ship and  sat  among  them,  and  though  a strict 
parent  he  was  a most  loving  one.  He  had  a large 
family,  twelve  children,  as  follows:  John  (July 
12,  1819-Feb.  ‘20,  1816),  Mary  Elizabeth  (Aug. 
20,  1820-May  9,  1815,  wife  of  John  Hower),  IVil- 
lia’m,  Deborah,  Sarah,  George  (Dec.  17,  1827- 
March  31,  1815),  Dr.  Joseph,  Catharine  and  ilar- 
gai’ot  (twins),  Charles,  Henry  and  Amelia. 

Jo.SEi’H  Haas,  1\I.  D.,  son  of  Frederick,  was 
Ijorn  Jan.  17,  1830,  in  Upper  Augusta  township, 
near  Sunl>ury,  and  was  there  reared  on  the  favm, 
receiving  his  early  education  in  the  local  schools. 
He  also  learned  milling  with  his  father,  but  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine with  Dr.  J.  W.  Peal,  of  Sunbury,  completing 
his  course  at  Jefferson  ]\iedical  College,  Philadel- 
phia, wJiere  he  was  graduated  in  1852.  From 
that  time  until  his  death.,  for  o\cr  fifty  years,  he 
was  located  at  IMahano}',  in  Jackson  township,  and 
had  an  extensive  practice  in  the  Mahanoy  Valley, 
where  his  long  and  faithful  ministrations  caused 
liim  to  be  venerated  and  beloved  lu'  all  who  knew 
liim.  His  record  is  one  of  remarkable  devotion  to 
his  chosen  life  work.  No  wcatlier  was  ever  too 
inclement  to  serve  him  as  an  excuse  for  not  at- 
tending a patient,  and  though  he  was  in  his  sev- 
enty-fifth year  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Jan.  30, 
191)5,  he  was  on  his  way  to  respond  to  a profes- 
sional call  when  heart  failure.  In-ought  on  by  cold 
and  exposure,  suddenly  brought  his  useful  life 
to  its  close.  He  had  started  out  in  his  sleigh 
over  a cold  country  road,  and  a 2)assing  traveler, 
noticing  his  position  and  sto})ping  to  investigate, 
found  him  lifeless.  He  was  onlv  about  half  a 
mile  from  his  home  at  the  time.  Few  men  have 
been  more  widely  mourned,  or  more  keenly 
missed,  for  his  friends  and  patients,  particularly 
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in  tlie  couiitiy  districts  in  the  southwestern  part 
of  the  county,  were  numerous.  He  was  buried 
at  St.  Peter’s  cliurch.  Dr.  Haas  owned  a fann 
of  about  two  Imndred  acres  in  Jackson  township, 
and  looked  after  its  cultivation,  whicli  he  found 
quite  profitable.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics, 
and  thouph  not  active  in  public  matters  with  any 
idea  of  obtaining  favors  for  himself  took  an  in- 
terest in  such  things  as  affected  the  general  wel- 
fare. He  was  instrumental  in  the  establishment 
of  the  free  school  system  in  his  township  and 
served  as  a mend)er  of  the  first  school  hoard.  So- 
cially he  was  a Mason,'  holding  membership  in 
I.»odge  Xo.  22,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Sunbury. 

On  Oct.  28,  1855,  Dr.  Haas  married  Mary 
Frances  Peal,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  \\'.  Peal,  of 
Sunbury,  and  they  were  looking  forward  to  the 
celebration  of  the  golden  anniversary  of  their  mar- 
riage when  he  was  so  suddenly  taken  away.  IMrs. 

' Haas,  who  is  now  (1910)  eighty-one  years  old. 
lives  at  the  old  homestead  with  her  son  Edward ; 
she  has  been  blind  since  Xovember,  1904.  Four 
• sons  were  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Haas : Dr.  Richard 
P.,  of  Williamstown,  Pa.  ; John  P. ; Edward  L. : 
and  William  H.,  a farmer  at  Dornsife,  Xorthum- 
berland  county. 

Jonx  P.  Haa.s,  son  of  Dr.  Joseph,  was  born 
Sept.  4,  1858,  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  was 
reared.  He  began  his  education  in  the  local 
schools,  later  attending  Dickinson  Seminary,  at 
Williamsport,  Pa.  Returning  to  dackson  town- 
ship, he  worked  upon  the  home  farm  until  ho  at- 
tained his  majority,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
a resident  of  Shamokin.  He  began  life  here  as 
a clerk,  and  after  gaining  the-  necessary  experi- 
ence embai’ked  in  Imsiness  on  his  own  account,  in 
1893,  establishing  himself  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness at  Sixth  and  Spruce  streets,  where  he  is  still 
located.  He  <loes  a large  business,  being  one  of 
the  foremost  merchants  in  his  line  in  the  M est 
End  of  Shamokin.  He  is  a director  of  the  iMarket 
Street  National  Bank  and  of  the  M'est  and  Black 
Diamond  Building  and  Loan  Associations.  His 
business  affairs  have  prospered  under  judicious 
management,  and  he  is  a substantial  and  respect- 
ed citizen,  giving  all  his  time  to  his  private  in- 
terests and  taking  no  part  in  public  matters.  He 
is  a Democrat  politically,  and  fraternally  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  0.  O.  F.,  Royal  Arcanum  and  Wood- 
men of  the  'World.  His  religious  coimection  is 
with  the  United  Evangelical  Church. 

Mr.  Haas  married  Sarah  A.  Zartman,  and  they 
have  had  a family  of  seven  children;  Charles  W. 
died  in  infancy;  F.  May  graduated  from  the 
Shamokin  high  school  in  1900  and  has  taught 
public  school  in  that  borough  eight  years  ; Howard 
R.  graduated  from  the  Shamokin  high  school  in 
1904  and  is  now  in  the  office  of  Kearney  & Ra- 
ker. attorneys  (he  married  Estella  E.  Zaring)  ; 
Clarence  R.  graduated  from  the  high  schoul  in 


lOOG  and  is  now  engaged  as  bookkeeper  for  the 
Shamokin  Lumber  & Manufacturing  Company; 
Willard  F.  died  in  infancy;  Chester  A.  and  Grace 
Z.  are  still, in  school. 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  (Zartman)  Haas  was  born  Xov. 
12,  1857,  in  Jackson  township,  daughter  of  Dan- 
iel and  Catharine  (Seiler)  Zartman.  and  grand- 
daughter of  Martin  Zartman,  a native  of  Lancas- 
ter county.  Pa.,  who  on  remoi  ing  to  Xorthumber- 
land  county  settled  in  Jackson  township.  He  is 
buried  at  Ivneass  station,  in  that  township.  His 
children  were  Daniel,  Samuel,  Isaac  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

Daniel  Zartman,  father  of  i\[rs.  Haas,  followed 
farming  upon  the  homestead  in  Jack.'On  township, 
where  he  died.  His  children  were ; Harriet  died 
aged  twenty-one  years ; Daniel  died  when  five  years 
old ; Fsaac  married  Elizabeth  Daniels,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-three ; Mary  is  the  widow  of 
David  Knorr;  Rebecca  married  H.  B.  Longsdorff  ; 
Samuel  married  Susan  Fenstermacher ; Elizabeth 
married  H.  S.  Zimmerman ; Sarah  A.  is  the  wife 
of  John  P.  Haas,  of  Shamokin. 

EmvAiiD  L.  Haas,  son  of  Dr.  Joseph,  was  born 
Xov.  10,  1860,  on  the  farm  in  Jackson  township 
where  he  now  resides,  near  Malianoy.  He  ac- 
quired his  early  schooling  in  the  township,  and 
later  was  a student  at  Berrysburg  Academy  and 
the  State  normal  school  at  Lock  Haven.  Pa.  Mr. 
Haas  has  always  followed  farming,  working  for 
his  father  until  the  latter’s  death.  In  the  spring 
of  1910  he  purchased  his  father's  homestead  place, 
a tract  of  forty-six  acres,  upon  which  he  lives, 
and  which  formerly  belonged  to  Sylvester  Hilbush, 
earlier  to  his  father,  Jacob  Hilbush.  who  built  the 
present  barn  (Aug.  13,  1839)  and  the  large  bride 
house  (1855).  Mr.  Haas  is  an  industrious  farm- 
er, intelligent  in  his  business  transactions  and 
bearing  the  highest  reputation  for  integrity  and 
solid  worth.  He  has  served  his  township  as  school 
director,  and  has  also  been  quite  active  in  the 
Lutheran  congregation  of  St.  Peter's  Church  at 
iMahanoy,  where  he  and  his  family  worshij)  and 
of  which  he  has  been  deacon  two  years.  He  is 
a Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

On  Xov.  20,  1888,  iMr.  Haas  married  Clara 
Raker,  daughter  of  D.  Z.  and  Annie  (Dornsife) 
Raker,  of  Little  Mahanoy  township.  They  have 
l*ad  four  children:  Claud  (who  died  of  typhoid 
fever  May  18,  1906.  aged  seventeen  years).  Effie, 
Lester  Leroy  and  Willie  Raker. 


Charles  Haas,  who  is  now  living  retired  in 
Sunbury,  was  born  Jan.  6,  1835.  at  •‘Haas's  i\rill.”' 
where  all  his  brothers  and  sisters  were  born.  Tie 
learned  the  milling  business  from  his  father  and 
continued  to  follow  it  for  seventeen  years,  after 
which,  itntil  his  retirement,  he  was  engaged  at 
various  vocations.  He  filled  various  township  of- 
fices. and  for  ten  years  was  janitor  of  the  Fir'll 
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rix'^byteiidii  (.'iiuifli,  giving  up  that  work  in  the 
ppring  of  1910.  He  is  a member  of  the  Pre.5- 
byterian  Church,  and  a venerable  and  esteemed 
resident  of  the  borougli  in  which  he  makes  liis 
home. 

Mr.  Haas  married  Sarah  Houck,  who  was  born 
Jan.  4,  1830,  and  died  April  16,  1894.  She  is 
hurifed  in  the  South  Fourth  street  cemetery.  Sev- 
en children  were  born  to  this  union;  David,  John 
(deceased),  Henry  E.  (deceased),  Mary  A., 
Franklin  C.,  Samuel  E.,  and  Emma  J.  (deceased). 


Daniel  Haas,  son  of  John,  was  a native  of  Sun- 
burv.  Pa.,  born  in  1806,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  Jan.  9,  1891,  was  the^  oldest  native  resi- 
dent of  that  borough,  where  he  spent  all  his  life. 
He  was  a cabinetmaker,  and  had  an  establishment 
in  Sunbury,  wdiich  he  long  conducted  in  partner- 
ship with  Deorge  Penn.  They  did  an  extensive 
'business  in  their  day,  making  furniture  and  bed- 
steads, and  also  carried  on  an  undertaking  busi- 
ness. Daniel  Haas  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years,  his  wife  IMargaret  ( Zimmerman)  when  sev- 
enty-five yeais  old.  They  are  buried  in  the  old 
South  Fourth  street  cemetery.  Six  sons  and  six 
daughtets  were  born  to  the  couple : Peter,  now 
(1911)  seventy-eight  years  old,  lives  in  Sunbury; 
Samuel  died  in  C'ouncil  Bluffs,  Iowa  (he  became 
very  wealthy,  making  his  fortune  in  cattle  ranches, 
and  in  the  packing  business;  he  left  a family 
who  still  live  out  there,  his  sons  Harry  and  Charles 
being  at  Council  Bluffs)  ; John  B.  is  mentioned 
below" ; Albert  died  at  Sunbury,  wdiere  his  widow, 
Lucy  (Heim),  is  still  living:  William,  wdio  died 
in  Sunbury,  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  Jerry 
was  killed  while  in  active  service  in  the  Civil 
war;  Elizabeth  died  of  typhoid  fever  at  Sunbury 
in  her  twentieth  year  ; Miss  Harriet  Haas  lives 
at  Xo.  231  South  Fourth  street,  Srmbury,  she 
and  her  brother  Peter  making  their  home  together ; 
Clara  married  Jacob  Swank,  train  dispatcher  of 
Sunbury,  Pa.,  for  the  Pennsylvania  Eailway  Com- 
pany; Catharine  married  Dr.  Elijah  Franklin  Or- 
ser,  and  she  lives  with  her  sister  Harriot- and 
brother  Peter:  twin  daughters  died  small.  The 
six  sons  w'ere  born  first,  then  the  six  daughters. 

John  B.  Haa.s  was  born  in  Sunbury  Dec.  6, 
1835,  and  was  there  educated  in  the  public  schools. 
He  became , a grocer  and  fruit  dealer  in  Sunbury, 
handling  large  quantities  of  fruit,  and  also  dealt 
extensively  in  potatoes,  buying  apples  and  pota- 
toes by  tire  carload.  He  Ixjught  beans  in  lai’ge 
quantities,  from  Xew  AYrk,  where  entire  fields 
w"ere  devoted  to  their  cultivation,  and  throughout 
his  life  w.as  a successful  inisiness  man.  widely 
and  favorably  known.  Hi'  business  estat)lishment 
was  near  the  First  Xational  Bank,  and  the  prop- 
erty at;  No.  242  ^Market  Square  still  l)elongs-to 
his  widow.  His  home  was  at  Xo.  320  Arch  street 
for  thirty-eight  years. 
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On  Dec.  28,  1868,  Mr.  Haas  was  married,  after 
a romantic  courtship,  to  Emma  Thayer,  daugh- 
ter of  Janies  and  Zenecia  (Bassett)  Thayer,  wdio 
lived  in  Yates  county,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Haas  had  gone 
to  Xew  Y'ork  to  buy  apples,  and  thus  came  to 
deal  with  James  Tliayer,  whose  daughter  Emma 
he  sidisequently  married.  It  wxas  a case  of  love 
at  first  sight  betw'ecn  tliese  young  people,'  and  a 
happier  union  never  was  known.  Slie  is  of  “ATan- 
kee”  origin,  being  a descendant  in  the  ninth'  gen- 
eration from,  the  famous  Poger  Williams,  the 
founder  of  Phode  Island.  The  Eddy  family,  to 
which  Zenecia  Bassett,  her  mother's  mother,  be- 
longed, intermarried  with  the  Williams  family. 
DIrs.  Haas  is  a member  of  Fort  Augnsta  Chapter, 
D.  A.  P.,  of  Sunbury,  and  is  the  present  secre- 
tary of  that  organization,  of  which  she  was  treas- 
urer tive  years.  She  is  a prominent  member  of 
the  Iris  Literary  Club  of  Sunbury,  of  which  she 
is  the  librarian.  This  club,  which  has  a member- 
ship of  fifty,  meets  once  a week  at  the  home  of 
Judge  Savidge,  whose  wife,  Dlrs.  C.  P.  Savidge, 
is  president.  It  subscribes  to  a traveling  histori- 
cal library  c-onducted  under  the  auspices  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  has  proved  a most  in- 
teresting organization  as  well  as  an  avenue  of  cul- 
ture to  all  who  enjoy  its  privileges. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haas  were  born  three  daugh- 
ters; Eva  Thayer  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Cress- 
inger,  a prominent  physician  of  Sunbury;  Cora 
B.  married  Bert  S.  Hopkins,  a jeweler  and  op- 
tician, and  they  live  at  Penn  A'an,  X”.  Y.,  v^'here 
iMrs.  John  B.  Haas  spiends  her  summers;  Mary 
died  of  diphtheria  in  1881,  aged  six  years.  Mr. 
Haas  was  an  Episcopalian,  like  tlie  other  members 
of  his  family. 

BEXJAMIX  F.  W.  LATSHAW,  a retired  farni- 
er  of  Jackson  township,  in  his  active  years  one 
of  the  proriiinent  citizens  and  business  men  of 
his  section,  was  born  there  IMay  19,  1845.  in  rlio 
hou«e  built  by  his  great-grandfather,  Henry  Lat- 
sha.  and  which  he  and  his  son  still  occupy. 

Henry  Latsha  and  his  brother  Johannes  (grand- 
father of  the  late  Frederick  W.  Latsha.  of  Wash- 
iirgton  township)  were  the  founders  of  the  Lat- 
sha or  Latshaw  famdy  now  represented  among 
the  l^est  citizens  of  this  part  of  Xorthumberland 
county.  They  were  pioneers  in  tliis  region,  and 
both  are  buried  in  the  graveyard  of  St.  Peter's 
Church  at  Mahanoy.  The  earlier  home  of  the 
family  in  this  country  was  in  Berks  county,  I'a.. 
and  we  give  something  of  its  history  as  ' found 
in  a recent  Berks  county  work.  One  Frantz 
(John  Francis)  Lat.shar,  a native  of  Switzerlaml. 
i-aiue  fir  Atuerica  on  the  ‘Alortonhouse,'"  which 
qualified  at  Philadelphia  Aug.  24,  1128.  On  tlie 
li.-^t  of  jjassengers  his  name  is  spelled  ‘‘Frail':  Lat- 
show.”  His  first  settlement  in  Pennsylvania  was 
near  a place  called  Fplaiid,  in  Chester  couiil\'. 
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whore  he  remained  a few  years,  and  then  went 
to  Ole}",  Berks  county,  later  settling  in  the  Tulpe- 
hocken  Valley  in  the  latter  county,  where  he  died. 
He  made  a permanent  home  in  Colehrookdale 
township.  His  last  will  and  testament,  made  in 
1781,  was  probated  Oct.  20,  1705.  He  was  twice 
married,  the  first  time  in  Switzerland,  and  tradi- 
tion says  his  first  wife  died  leaving  him  a num- 
ber of  small  children  and  no  one  to  help  in  the 
house.  Accordingly  he  went  to  Philadelphia  (as 
the  pioneers  were  obliged  to-  do  in  those  days  for 
merchandise  or  help)  for  a woman  to  look  after 
his  home  and  children.  He  was  told  of  a young 
woman  of  good  repute  whose  husband,  a Mr. 
Gabel,  had  died  on  the  voyage  to  America,  leav- 
ing his  wife  with  two  small  children.  At  Phila- 
delphia she  began  a struggling  life  with  her  chil- 
dren, finding  a place  as  servant  in  a Germantown 
family.  Mr.  Latshar  became  acquainted  with  her, 
persuaded  her  to  aecompany  him  home  as  house- 
keeper, and  later  they  were  married.  Her  son, 
Henry  Gabel,  was  taken  along  with  them,  and 
early  in  life  was  taken  into  the  Putter  household, 
the  Rutters  being  the  early  ironmasters  of  Cole- 
brookdale,  and  he  fell  heir  to  some  of  the  Rutter 
money,  also  being  remembered  in  his  stepfather’s 
will.  He  was  a Mennonite,  and  is  buried  at  Boy- 
ortown ; his  birth  occurred  in  1734.  Erantz  Lat- 
shar and  his  second  wife  had  children  also.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Sowers,  and  she  was  from  the 
Tulpehocken  Valley,  in  Berks  county.  He  left 
a large  estate,  which  he  divided  equally  among 
his  children,  those  mentioned  in  his  will,  as  re- 
corded in  Book  B,  page  398,  being  John,  Frantz, 
Abraham,  Jacob,  Mary  Lantes  (Landis),  Henry 
Gabel  (step-son),  Eetecca  Shelly  (deceased,  the 
mother  of  six  ■ children),  and  Catharine  Lautz 
(step-daughter),  of  whom  Abraham  lived  on  the 
Hereford  township  (Berks  county)  farm  and 
Frantz. elsewhere  in  the  same  township.  We  have 
the  following  account  of  the  sons. 

John  Ijatsha  lived  in  Colehrookdale  township, 
where  he  died  in  1794.  He  made  his  will  in 
1787  (Will  Book  B,  page  3C0),  dividing  his  es- 
tate among  his  brothers  and  sisters.  He  made 
his  home  with  his  brother  Jacob,  and  if  he' was 
married  he  had  no  children. 

Frantz  Latshar  (Latchar)  made  his  will  April 
1,  1802,  and  it  was  probated  July  1st  of  the  same 
year.  His  wife  Esther  survived  him  and  was 
given  400  pounds  in  gold.  They  had  three  sons, 
Frantz  and  Jacob  receiving  all  the  land  in  Here- 
ford township,  and  John  the  homestead. 

Abraham  Latshar  lived  in  the  section  of  Cole- 
brookdale  townshi])  now  included  in  Washington 
township.  He  died  in  1814.  His  will,  in  English 
script,  but  German  words,  is  on  record  in  Volume 
4,  page  114.  His  children  were;  Samuel,  Johan- 
nes, Jacob,  Anna.  Elizabeth,  Catharine,  Heinrich, 
Alexander  and  Abraliam.  Tiic  record  fmm  which 


this  is  taken  says  Heinrich  (Henry)  lived  for  a 
time  in  Clayton,  Berks  county,  and  then  left  for 
parts  unknown.  Evidently  he  is  the  Henry  Lat- 
sha  wh.o  founded  the  Xorthumberland  county 
branch  of  the  family  with  wliich  this  article  deals, 
and  Henry  and  Johannes  (born  in  Washington 
township,  Berks  county,  175G,  died  1810)  Latsha 
were  brothers  and  sons  of  Abraham  Latsha  (Lat- 
shar). According  to  the  family  Johannes  was  a 
son  of  the  emigrant,  but  that  does  not  agree  with 
the  more  complete  account,  and  as  John  the  son 
of  Frantz  received  his  father’s  homestead  it  seems 
more  likely  J ohannes  was  the  son  of  Abraham. 
And  further,  it  is  said  that  among  his  father’s 
children  were  also  Henry,  who  settled  in  Maha- 
noy  township  (which  then  included  a large  part 
of  the  lower  end  of  Northumberland  county)  be- 
fore tire  Revolutionary  war,  and  Abraham,  who 
settled  in  Chillisquaque  township,  Northumber- 
land county. 

Henry  Latsha,  recorded  as  son  of  xibraham  and 
Catharine  (Sauer)  Latsha,  was  born  Aug.  21, 
1754,  in  this  country,  was  baptized  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Duppendorf,  and  confirmed  by  him,  when  twenty- 
seven  5'ear3  old,  in  the  faith  of  the  German  Re- 
formed Church.  He  was  early  in  Northumber- 
land county,  his  name  appearing  in  the  list  of 
taxables  of  Mahanoy  towmship  for  ,1778.  He 
took  irp  373  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  Jack- 
son  township,  near  Mahanoy,  on  the  Mahanoy 
creek,  by  warrant  from  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 
vania dated  July  11,  1769,  and  nineW-five  acres 
of  this  tract  have  never  been  in  any  other  name. 
It  is  now  owned  by  B.  F.  W.  Latshaw,  great- 
grandson  of  Henry  Latsha.  The  Latsha  pumping 
station  is  built  on  the  land  taken  up  by  Henry 
Latsha.  The  first  house  which  he  built  stood 
about  sixteen  feet  due  east  from  the  present  resi- 
dence, and  was  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire  short- 
ly before  1798,  in  which  year  the  dwelling  which 
still  stands  was  erected.  It  was  built  of  logs,  now 
weather-boarded,  and  is  still  in  fine  condition, 
being  occupied  by  Benjamin  F.  W.  Latshaw  and 
his  son  B.  B.  Latshaw  and  family.  Thus  the 
sixth  generation  eats  and  sleeps  in  the  house  which 
sheltered  the  pioneer  Henr\  Latsha,  who  die<l 
there  Aug.  7,  1823.  He  is  buried  at  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Mahanoy.  Henry  Latsha  followed  farm- 
ing, and  had  all  the  experiences  which  confronted 
the  adventurer  into  these  regions  in  those  primi- 
tive days.  The  Indians  were  his  neighbors ; he 
shot  many  a deer,  and  wolves  and  bears  were  not 
uncommon  in  this  section  then ; the  creeks 
swarmed  with  flsli,  which  the  coal  dirt  and  sul- 
phur attendant  upon  modern  industrial  operations 
liave  killed.  A man  of  more  than  ordinary  educa- 
tion, he  conducted  a typical  subscription  school 
of  the  time,  the  “•Lehrer”  receiving  two  or  two 
and  a half  cents  per  -|mpil  daily  in  exchange  for 
the  elementary  eilucatioiial  privileges  then  auord- 


’Tv 


*-  f^--.  „'K(|.v  ffl;,- 

r.  tnl  b^yil  (ttiwU)  »jb|tat*7-I  si  siirti  imU  ban  Ij^tiltmt^  ^tl  ot&Hv 

ipf  avfi  hue  siTatt  .,eol-^*R>  «t  ,ofir5jl  ' ai  .xiaaoo  siM(  s^»lQ 

•jfcJ  odJ  ai  5»rf  riJut>l4aQ;: ' Jfmmi  v^IisY  n 

X)nuffi  l>niiii»dtnm{l^%  acU'  iwifiiifl  Nlii'>i>«mi«{^  a»^ 


'tsJ')  flifirjrtj  ifl  1«(»:  87 

A e^rtn«:?oL  ^limisl,  adi  «tl  ,gfl{i:)‘^^Qia4  *(w|k 
i(4i  iftsi  n‘joh  iXiS  iiid  ^i/tJ6igtfli»  wU  k» 

!t(V(  Slit  a»!'  Fs  him  ^iamyyje  aialqaioa  aiom  oAj 
e,tmi  ii  r/K-iiaamurf  gHgiUai  fi4  boTfoao’f  *ip 

,iii(fii»7d/.  }n  no»  adf  bbvt  wajidol  '{jfpMl  .a-wm 
ft'i'uiie}  aid  gaoinc;  JfidJ  K'M  li 

fli'  f»!H'3a  od?/  \’na'>K  <fele  o't^fr  a^Uiih  -yW^^|5»?aajA  ai  ‘^VK'iy  «o  l»il 
jTt>({  agTnl  a tiohuhal  rfaUf!*?)  (jijlstfwoi  lA  W aid 

— ' '■ — -'f-i — t- — -'- — f " — u/  i 

i?4-»  , , . _ _ ..  ,,^  . ^ 

-VAtfnxnij-tol^  ^qiiisawo?  wpaap^tihl0 1 tfi  Mija?-;  ,i«4 

.-^e^^oF^  M aoTwr 

baii  mflriflidA  loAoe  ae^'f39jNifj5«  ’(waH  ■■  , 

gcrA  xr  tod  aew  ,sxMii,I  . (7»bjb^^  amTRdi&J^  KS3^«i  . ^isdaO  ,,-^iift 

.71:4  ;7&E  -mv  at  osifii  ae  v 9l|I 

-•ncav/i  7»&dy  ^a- ij;4  Laa  a'S»)iuE,>N 

-•El  flsaaTSO''.  8({l  1*  iliiai-’  wii'  ai  ,Bfof  aiaax  ffsl  ad: 'Ma 

-7a--f7nydl7o''^  «t  oH  .imadO  m 

Jl}  ' '■'  "■'  “ ‘ e--  -i  f-'  Vr'_  -.y 


% 


.’l_ 


'tdisif,' » b^dh  ‘ilitr  «i»t  rt«s^C' 

qjai!  # Mjt>  m iuia  lo.  lad 

88);''w4bbfdi4E'  -wl'  Tl§ai^>t«>s^." 

soV  8^j[)  9w)ilr  .'^  i«ys!^^0  awy  ®‘^!" , 

aafis  alpol  0}  /itt«j<j^  (qfad,  lo  'HsiHasrfOTom'  ," 
« io  l4At  8&^  litts  fdiod  air^t: 

'icZijf,'  'R  -wt#'  ■ ?«laq£n:  fooog ' )o  nRmiwB'r 


(paiioix  banh^dawd^oK  to  ha$  U"  .a„,ac^'s»4,R4a 

^fowlanifA  buR  ti«7r:  TfaaasstalavgE  atU  aniet  <m#flaRmC<  s,^  »^aii)xiit  ,bi 


Jail  .941  f»i  gahj^i?*:  Rta«ft  «M  ..x#flEiio»;  l>s!«&.%4!:iJj|: af  aarv  »U*  jflir.’- 


bRfl.  .IsdttJJ.  j 


&XI -’vfiTTti  'tol=qiffeR^*i'  \ .--7  — —--T-r.  vi-T-, -i  , . .y,..  

-i&ftX  ■Tfon  hi  hulff  «i  bnal  Jo  a*ma  St$  qB  - 

YOowrfsM  Rd-i  Ao  Raw  .sdii  !*’<?  RoiBa 'REaf'  ' 

4ima^T  io  outmtnT 


Mt  v'f  i A «-•  M *1.  ' . « V ^ ^ .M  ■•  M .T  ‘nRm  .«m*A  ^ a « 'A  TT.\'  I 


.wfsn  lodlo  f^Ci  ui  :n«'i<l''7fe’/9j;i  as-R^ji  aM  ft!  oeodl  .,«Ti^i49  Airf 


giwtfdVifq  /idcdRiT  'la 

ritraH  vo. ‘qr/  arJid  kirM  f'»>  iiiffd  si  *ad| 

booig  iliifd  bJ  dulff-w  »BKo/i  fsti.odT 
-!ift»’rd!W'e97q  9dX;iB«'7l  <l2^v  s>>c):|5 
-jiOffg  S7il  7i!  baa  ,3aSRli 


ab)  XlMS: 


-$fiq  ,H  dcofl  jfi 
naU  tatadai^i 

'ptikiJJvlRYdA  / 

i>7oi9; 

daiii'^  ^aiifov.'ii  ^41  Afr  piojstd  yf  ; stijit9ff^ddl$.i.jn^- 

■ffoii  ,s:^o[  Tio  iibfi  saw  dl , abaeiR  JAta  ' -«-aos':^  jR:latfjwoSvga^^ 

.a<43ii)a<>R ' iWJtd  m Jltk  rj  baR 

i*au  vmii'Ud  'll  .E:  ii!4'  l»i»«t'  fSig;  hi  r4'.  ai<«b 

btU  audT  .xfjstaj  'biia  «;>i?  T^f' 

4w.  a>uo4  0rgq35/?  .fcaa  ska  «oiJiV79i»Rg^4^?4a-*' ^ , ,,4:Ryi8le' 


ftai 


t"*oib  cdTr  Aads'^sJ  Aasabiq.  Rdi  aid  'Aiv  amatf 

B'tiklaE  ifi  f»ht/d  S>H  .CSSl  v ' '.  Ffflm)/iiia  air  bafl-n^  hB/nif^^ 


.-rrnal  bRwoUg'i  vtf^  ;•  . 4«bg^Q  . abad  .( ladERJ) 

ItEao'ilap'j  ibiil-w  t# 

-iifihq  ttl  -wra%jjr:  irfsir!!  TptoiiaRyba ' itdl  .-SR^^'i  ■'.  t'lRofiaw'  ■ •i'f'«^AS;|  .Saa^ 

ft4  j87fMf%i)a  s'l^iTf  Ruipilwil  ojiiT  avU^  -.iW  ,; 

4oa  0T9W  siRwi'fisrta; RRvI<SW/ba<a,,^^^^^ 

„»  ...i  ''.-VI...  ■'  b-ia  hteit'.-r  ' 

lih-AW,.  0 «*aa'  a{aA^<.'0i4-i^'?.' 


«4aa73  adJ  .iMdt  ^ At"  « 

bn*,  hib  lao?>  o4l 
6ooiim^(^  h's%^»4fbai 

ft>«*^, ' «oiiq}ts«4j73,.  »d  ' 

07ir);f0  owl 


m ^ 0 


7oV  ,5QAft4«!i  pi  -^;i^_:iJ^ja«-. 
4n«r?i'u  uaffl  ^';|7liyl#i 


7:07 

..:aia«t-a 

-/■  dupS 


y^bhpT:i>tA- , 


.y-.- 


fii 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


521 


yjtl.  A family  or  baptismal  record,  10  by  18  iiielies 
in  size,  printed  on  heavy  paper,  in  red  ink,  made 
by  Henry  Latsha,  is  a tangible  testimonial  of 
his  skill  and  acqnii'ements,  and  is  a highly  prized 
possession  of  his  great-grandson,  Benjamin  E.  W. 
Latshaw.  He  vas  nearly  six  feet  in  height,  well 
built,  M'oigliing  about  one  hundred  and  ninety 
pounds,  and  possessed  the  endurance  necessary  for 
-n  successful  battle  with  the  conditions  of  those 

■ early  days.  He  used  to  walk  to  and  from  Wash- 
ington township,  B.erks  county,  wliere  his  people 
lived,  and  while  making  the  trip  one  winter  lost 
his  path  on  the  Broad  (Blue)  mountain;  in  order 
to  keep  from  freezing  to  death  he  forced  himself 
to  walk  all  night  around  a big  tree,  but  in  spite 
of  his  heroic  efforts  the  toes  of  both  feet  had  to 
'he  amputated. 

On  Aug.  30,  1781,  Henry  Latsha  married  Mrs. 
Catharina  Fredericka  (Schott)  Emrich,  Rev.  Mr. 
'Enderlein  performing  the  ceremony.  One  son, 
Henry,  was  born  to  this  union.  Mrs.  Latsha  was 
born  May  8,  17T5,  at  Dorrenlwch,  Germany,  daugh- 
ier  of  Jacob  and  Mary  Margaretha  (Kuust)  Schott, 
.and  was  baptized  by  Rev.  John  Daniel  Engel, 
her  sponsors  being  Conrad  Rab  and  his  wife  Cath- 
arina  Frederica  Irbach.  She  was  brought  to  this 
.country  in  1751  and  confirmed  in  1759  by  Pastor 
Kurtz,  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and 
on  April  11,  1765,  she  became  the  wife  of  Valen- 
tine Emrich,  Rev.  Mr.  Kurtz  marrying  them. 
Four  sons  and  one  daughter  were  born  to  her 
union  with  ^Ir.  Emrich.  3Irs.  Latsha  died  March 
17,  1811. 

Henry  Latsha,  only  son  of  Henry,  was  born 
March  3,  1783,  in  Northumberland  county,  and 
became  a farmer,  owning  the  farm  which  now 
l>elongs  to  his  grandson,  Benjamin  F.  W.  Latshaw. 
He  also  'engaged  in  merchandising,  owning  the 
■first  store  in  his  section  of  the  county,  his  busi- 
ness establishment  standing  opposite  the  present 
'home  of  Elias  Hilbush,  near  the  Latsha  pumping 
station.  Mr.  Hilbuslv's  farm  was  part  of  the  tract 
<of  373  acres  taken  tip  by  Henry  Latsha.  A hollow 
is  now  the  only  indication  of  the  site  of  tlie  store. 
Mr.  Latsha  obtained  his  merchandise  by  team 
from  Pliiladelphia  or  Reading,  whither  he  also 
hauled  what  he  had  to  sell  or  exchange.  Like 
his  father  lie  was  a man  of  more  than  ordinary 
intellectual  acquirements  for  the  day,  and  he  was 
:a  substantial  and  influential  citizen.  He  died 
Feb.  21,  1863,  tvhon  only  a little  less  than  eighty 
years  old,  and  is  buried  at  St.  Peter’s  Church, 
Mahanoy,  of  which  he  was  a Reformed  member. 
■His  wife,  who  was  a daughter  of  John  IMichael 
Emrich  (born  in  1757),  was  born  Aug.  11,  1785, 
:and  died  June  20,  1861.  They  had  three  sons 
and  three  daughters:  Catharine  died  unniarried; 
Henry  married  a Miss  Blasser  and  (second)  Re- 
'becca  Lease;  Jai^ob  married  Eliza  Grissinger; 

■ Sallie  died  .uumurried ; Elizabeth  married  Henry 


Rodger;  Michael  was  the  father  of  Benjamin  F. 
^Y.  Latshaw. 

Michael  Latsha,  son  of  Henry,  w'as  born  Oct. 
21,  1813,  on  one  part  of  the  homestead  farm, 
and  himself  became  a farmer,  owning  eighty-four 
acres  of  the  tract  of  373  acres  taken  up  by  his 
grandfather.  One  John  Daniel  now  owns  the 
8l-acre  farm.  IMichael  Latsha  had  a coal  yard 
at  Latsha  pumping  station  and  dealt  in  coal  for 
many  years ; owned  and  operated  the  gristmill  on 
the  Mahanoy  now  owned  and  operated  by  S.  J. 
"Wilkinson ; engaged  in  butchering ; and  in  his  vari- 
ous undertakings  proved  himself  a man  of  much 
more  than  ordinary  business  ability.  He  served 
as  supervisor  and  in  other  township  offices,  and 
was  active  in  the  work  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  at 
Mahanoy,  being  a prominent  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran congregation,  w*hich  he  served  in  every  official 
capacity.  He  was  a regular  attendant  at  divine 
services,  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  faith- 
ful supporters  and  workers  of  that  church.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat.  Mr.  Latsha  died  July 
12,  1868,  and  is  buried  at  St.  Peter’s.  His  wife, 
Sarah  (Wolf),  was  born  March  18,  1816,  and  died 
Dec.  13,  1885.  She  was  a daughter  of  Anthony 
V'olf,  whose  wife,  nee  Kneiss,  was  captured  by  the 
Indians  when  quite  young  and  held  in  captivity 
for  six  3'ears.  To  Michael  and  Sarah  (Wolf)  Lat- 
sha were  born  children  as  follows : Henrv,  born 
Oct.  22,  1838,  died  July  29,  1879,  married  Eliza- 
beth Kobel,  born  Aug.  25,  1840,  died  April  4. 
1892;  Daniel  married  iMary  Reitz  ; Mary  married 
Andrew  Geist;  Hannah  married  Peter  Keiffer; 
Benjamin  Franklin  W.  is  mentioned  below ; Sarali 
married  John  Brower,  Sr.  : Lovina  married  Adam 
Trautman ; W^illiam  married  Mary  Treon ; Galen 
married  Alice  Zartman. 

(N.  B. : One  Henry  Latsha  had  another  tract 

of  land  in  Jackson  township  which  extended  west- 
ward from  the  farm  of  the  late  Rev.  J.  Charles 
Smith,  located  on  the  road  between  Mahanoy  and 
Mandata.  This  tract  was  one  and  a half  miles 
long  and  extended  east  and  west  from  one  moun- 
tain to  the  other,  embracing  the  whole  valley. 
This,  liowever,  he  sold.  Either  Henry  the  pioneer 
or  his  son  owned  this  valley.) 

Benjamin  F.  W.  Latshaw  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  during  his  father's  lifetime  also  assisted 
in  the  mill  and  the  c-oal  yard,  later  conducting 
the  coal  yard  which  his  father  had  established. 
He  has  sold  large  quantities  of  coal  in  his  time. 
Mr.  Latshaw  had  a successful  business  career,  from 
which  he  retired  in  1904,  and  he  has  ever  since 
made  his  home  with  his  son,  B.  B.  Latshaw,  and 
family.  He  is  a tall  man,  six  feet  in  height,  and 
stout,  weigliing  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and 
he  enjoys  robust  health  and  a good  memoyv,  be- 
ing thoroughly  conversant  with  the  early  history 
of  his  district  as  well  as  with  the  genealogy  of 
his  familv,  in  wluch  he  is  much  interested.  In 
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pulitics  he  is  a Deniocrat,  and  has  served  as  sup- 
ervisor of  Jackson  township.  He  and  Ids  family 
liave  long  been  Lutlieran  menil)ers  of  8t.  Peter’s 
Churcli  at  Mah'anoy,  in  whose  work  he  has  been 
active,  liaving  served  as  deacon,  elder,  trustee  and 
treasurer. 

On  March  '2!),  18T4,  Mr.  Latshaw  married  AVil- 
lielmina  Schweinhart,  daugliter  of  James  Schwein- 
hart  (whose  wife  was  a Kobel),  and  she  died 
June  11,  1901,  aged  lifty-five  years,  six  months, 
six  days.  She  is  buried  at  St.  John’s  Church,  at 
Latsha  station. 

Buulixgtox  Bkx.jamix  Lat.sfiaw,  only  child 
■of  Benjamin  F.  W.  and  Wilhelmina  (Sclnvein- 
hart)  Latshaw,  was  born  Aug.  27,  1877, 

in  the  old  Latsha  home  where  he  still  lives.  He 
worked  on  the  }>ipe  line  for  some  years,  but  since 
1904,  ■when  his  mother  died  and  his  father  retired, 
he  has  been  farming  the  homestead  place.  He  is 

' a substantial  and  respected  young  farmer  of  his 
community.  On  Aug.  27,  189G,  he  married  Sarah’ 
Stetler,  daughter  of  Pev.  D.  M.  Stetler,  formerly 
of  Mahauoy,  now  the  Lutheran  pastor  at  Trevor- 
ton.  Seven  children  have  been  born  to  this  union: 
Millie  (deceased),  Palph,  Anna,  Luther,  Paul, 
Fred  and  Daniel. 

WEPMER.  • The  Witmer  family,  which  has 
many  representatives  in  Xorthumberland  county 
at  this  day,  was  founded  there  by  Cliristophel 
Witmer,  who  by  his  wife  Christina  had  children 
as  follows:  Cliristophel  (1762-182o).  Sarah  (1767- 
1852),  Heiirrich  (1758-1825),  iMathias.  (June  10, 
1757-May  5,  1824)  and  Mrs,  Daniel  Zerbe.  The 
Witmers  with  which  this  article  deals  are  descend- 
ed from  the  sons  Mathias  and  Cliristophel. 
.-•Mathjas.  AVitmer,  son  of  Cliristophel,  was  born 
June  iO,  1757.  and  died  May  5,  1824.  His  son 
Johannes,  born  iMarch  12,  1797,  died  Oct.  12, 
182-3. 

■Daniel  'Witmer,  son  of  Mathias,  was  an  exten- 
sive farmer,  owning  the  farm  which  is  now  the 
property  of  Joel-  Lahr,  in  Lower  ilahanoy  town- 
ship. He  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his 
life.  He  is  buried  at  the  Zion’s  Stone  Amlley 
Church.  He  was  three  times  married,  by  his  first 
wife  having  children  as  follows:  Jacob,  Fannie, 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Elias  Floover). 
(At  the, Stone  A’alley  Church  is  buried  Susana. 
wife  of  i)aniel  Witmer,  born  Oct.  29^p7.98,  ditM 
Jan.  15,  1831.) 

^'p^-Jiicob  'Witmer,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  Feb.  7i 
(^8D7,  and  died  Sept.  23,  1885.  He  was  a black- 
smith by  trade  and  also  followed  farming,  living 
on  and.  working  the  place  now  occupied  by  his 
son  Isaac,  having  the  forty-acre  tract.  He  held 
local  office,  serving  as  tax  collector,  and  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  which  he 
served  in  various  official  capacities.  .He  was  twice 
marrieil,  his  first  wife,  Sallie,  daughter  of  Hein- 


rioli  Hepner,  l orn  ,Vpru  15,  18U9,  dying  Feb.  6, 
1864.  His  second  wife  was  (Jatharine  ( Bonawitz)  , 
widow  of  Michael  Radel.  All  his  eleven  cliildren 
were  born  to  the  first  union:  Kate,  Bonneville, 
Harry,  Anna,  Amanda,  Alary,  Louise,  Jesse,  Sarah, 
Isaac  H.  and  Lizzie, 

Isaac  H.  AVixvrF.ii,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  Jan. 
13.  1849,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  X’orthum- 
berland  county.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
working  for  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, since  wiien  he  has  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  on  his  own  account.  For  five  years  l>e- 
fore  settling  on  the  place  where  he  has  made  his 
home  since  Alarch,  1881,  he  was  a tenant  in  this 
district.  His  forty-acre  tract  is  located  a mile 
west  of  Lmiontown  ( Pillow),  near  the  Witmer - 
schoolhouse,  and  formed  a part  of  the  ohl  Daniel 
Witmer  homestead.  Since  1886  Air.  Witmer  has 
done  business  as  a huckster,  selling  his  produce  in 
Shamokin,  to  which  borough  he  makes  weekly 
trips.  He  is  a substantial  and  respected  citizen 
of  his  neighborhood. 

On  Aug.  18,  1873,  Air.  AVitiner  married  Lucetta 
Lenker,  daughter  of  Isaac  .Lenker,  and  they  have 
had  one  daughter,  Clara,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
Alorris  Snyder,  of  Uniontown.  Air.  AYitmer  and 
his  family  are  Reformed  members  of  Zion’s  Stone 
Ahilley  Church,  which  he  is  serving  as  trustee. 
The  church  is  the  third  on  that  site,  the  first 
house  of  -^vorship  there  having  been  erected  in 
1775,  the  second  in  1796  aird  the  presemt  edifice 
in  1900.  In  politics  Air.  Witmer  is  a Democrat, 
ami  he  has  served  his  township  as  school  director. 


Cliristophel  Witmer  (2),  son  of  Cliristophel, 
was  born  in  1762  and  died  in  1825.  He  is  buried 
at  the.  Stone  Valley  Church.  He  lived  near  Alalia 
(Vera  Cruz)  in  Lower  Alahanoy  townshi]),  own- 
ing the  farm  which  is  still  in  the  family  name, 
it  having  been  accpiired  after  his  death  by 
Elias  AA'itmer,  whose  son  Harvey  C.  AAdtmer 
now  owns  it.  The  place  comprises  136  acres,  and 
Cliristophel  AA'itmer  (2)  probably  built  the  present 
dwelling  thereon.  It  was  he  who  built  the  old 
100-foot  log  barn,  which  was  razed  in  1855,  the 
present  barn  on  the  property  being  the  third.  He 
married  a Aliss  Reed,  and  they  had  children  as  fol-  ■ 
lows:  John;  George:  Alicliael ; and  daughters 

\Sally  (married  Dietrich  Snyder).  Christiana, 
/(married  Peter  Heckert),  Elizabeth  (married 
;^Ci\sper  Heckert).  Alary  (married  Xicholas  Biuge- 
imi’h”) iini^’ Catharine  (married  Samuel  Borrel). 

John  AVitmer.  son  of  Cliristophel  (2),  and 
grandfather  of  Hon.  Charles  B.  Witmer.  of  Sun- 
bury,  was  believed  to  be  a.  lineal  descendant  of 
Peter  AVitmer.  one  of  four  brothers — Alichacl,  Ul- 
rich. I’eter  and  John — who  came  from  the  Canton 
of  Zurich,  Switzerland,  crossing  the  ocean  in  the 
ship  “Hope  of  London,'’’  which  arrived  at  Phila- 
dcljihia  in  .Vugu.-t.  IDfi).  On  Aug.  28,  1733,  the 
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older  biutliers  took  the  oath  ot  allegiance.  All  four 
brothers  settled  in  Lancaster  count}',  Peter  later 
removing  to  Lebanon  countv,  where  he  died.  The 
Witniers  removed  to  Xorthundierland  county  from 
Lebanon  countv,  as  did  also  the  Lenkers,  to  which 
family  belonged  Jolm  Witmer's  wife,  whose  maid- 
en name  was  Anna  Maria  Lenker.  She  evas  IxK'ii 
in  1797,  daugliter  of  Adam  Lenker,  and  died  in 
1865.  .John  Witmer  was  born  Aug.  2,  1792,  in 
Lower  Mahanoy  township,  and  died  Dec.  1,  1872. 
He  was  a farmei',  .owning  and  cultivating  a 100- 
acre  place,  and  was  well  known  in  the  Peformed 
Church,  being  a prominent  meniber  of  the  Zion's 
Stone  Valley  Church,  in  which  he  held  various  of- 
fices. His  children  were  David,  Isaac  L.,  Polly 
and  'William.  The  three  sons  died  within  a period 
of  six  months. 

David  Witmer,  son  of  John,  was  l>orn  on  his 
father’s  homestead.  In  young  manhood  he  was 
'a  tenant  farmer,  but  he  prospered  and  died  in 
comfortable  circumstances,  owning  a 191-acre 
farm  in  Jordan  township.  He  was  a man  of  in- 
fluence and  intelligence,  active  in  promoting  the 
•general  welfare  as  well  as  successful  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  personal  interests,  served  twenty-five 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  vras  supervisor,  and 
filled  other  local  offices.  In  political  affiliation  he 
was  a Democrat.  In  religion  a member  of  the  Pe- 
formed Church,  he  was  active  in  the  church  at 
Uniontown,  where  he  belonged,  serving  as  a 
deacon,  elder  and  trustee,  assisting  in  the  erection 
of  the  present  church  edifice,  and  proving  lumself 
a valuable  church  worker  in  many  capacities.  He 
married  Polly,  daughter  of  Jacob  Hoffman  fwho 
married  a Weiser),  and  of  the  seven  children 
born  to  them  five  died  in  infancy  or  early  child- 
hood, the  survivors  being  John  H.  and  Jacob  F. 

JoiixTI.  WiTitER,  son  of  David,  was  born  ilay 
8,  1851.  on  the  farm  of  liis  maternal  grandfather. 
Jacob  Hoffman.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
subscription  and  free  schools  which  flourished  dur- 
ing his  boyhood,'  and  was  reared  to  farming  from 
the  time  he  was  old  enough  to  work,  assisting  his 
parents  until  he  reached  his  majority.  It  was  in 
the  spring  of  1877  that  he  commenced  farming  in 
Lower  IMahano}-,  the  township  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  His  place  is  a valuable  tract  of 
107  acres  located  on  the  road  from  Vera  Cruz 
(Malta)  to  Uniontown  (Pillow),  and  was  formerly 
the  Peter  Peitz  homestead,  after  his  day  having 
been  owned  by  Michael  Padel.  who  built  the  pres- 
ent bam.  Mr.  'Witmer  owns  a farm  adjoining 
his  home  place,  originally  the  David  Lenker  home- 
■ stead  and  later  owned  by  Henry  Lahr.  consi.-ting 
of  143  acres.  His  sound  business  judgment  and 
thrifty  management  have  brought  him  prosperity, 
and  he  has  shown  an  intelligence  in  conducting 
his  affairs  which  has  won  him  general  respect  and 
confidence  among  his  neighbors.  .Moreover,  he  has 
been  a useful  m.an  in  the  adniinistiation  of  local 


public  affairs,  having  held  the  offices  of  school  di- 
rector, supervisor  and  assessor,  his  services  cov- 
ering many  years.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 
He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Uniontown 
Peformed  Church,  but  he  has  not  been  ])articular- 
ly  active  in  its  work,  having  declined  office. 

On  Oct.  9,  1875,  Mr.  'Witmer  was  married  to 
Catharine  Hoke,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Sarah 
(Ooodman)  Hoke,  of  Jordan  township.  Four 
children  have  been  born  to  them:  Joseph,  unmar- 
iled,  lives  at  home;  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  John 
Adam  Snyder,  a farmer  in  Lower  iMahanoy  town- 
ship; JIary  Etta  married  Daniel  T.  Heckert,  son 
of  Emanuel  Ileckert.  and  they  live  on  a farm  ad- 
joining her  father  s:  John  E.,  who  married  Susan 
Deppen,  daughter  of  Samuel  Deppon.As  a stenog- 
rapher and  typewriter,  and  also  taught  school 
a number'  of  years.  ' ' 


Isaac  L.  Witmer,  son  of  John,  was  born  Oct.  21. 
18'26,  and  died  Oct.  9,  1895.  He  married  Annie 
Bubb,  daughter  of  Michael  Bubb  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Philip  Bubb,  who  came  to  America  from 
Oermany  when  sixteen  years  old  and  settled  in 
Mahanoy  township,  Xorthuniberland  county.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  L.  Witmer  were  born  thirteen 
children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to  maturity. 

Cpiarles  B.  'Witvier,  son  of  Isaac  L.  and  Annie 
(Bubb)  Witmer,  was  born  April  18,  1862,  in  Lower 
iMahanoy  township,  and  there  spent  his  early  life 
on  his  father's  farm,  attending  school  during  the 
winter  and  helping  with  the  "farm  work  in  the 
summer  season.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he  became  a 
student  in  the  Uniontown  select  school,  and  the 
same  year  was  licensed  to  teach,  taking  the  school 
at  Georgetown,  Xorthiimberland  county..  "When 
the  term  ended  he  entered  the  iMillersiiurg  high 
.school  and  also  attended  the  Berrysburg  Teach- 
ers’ normal  for  several  weeks.  He  next  taught  in 
liis  native  township,  and  in  the  spring  of  1881  en- 
tered Union  Seminary  (now  Central  Fennsylvania 
College)  at  Xew  Berlin,  Pa.  Meanwhile  he  sup- 
ported himself  by  teaching  and  other  work  until 
liis  graduation  from  that  institution,  in  1883.  The 
next  year  he  became  principal  of  the  Georgetown 
high,  school.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  took  the  pre- 
liminary examination  and  began  the  study  of  law 
under  the  tutorage  of  the  late  C.  G.  Voids,  who  at 
that  time  was  located  at  Sunbury.  Alternating  his 
studies  with  educational  work,  he  was  in  the  sum-, 
mer.  of  1886  principal  of  the  Snyder  County 
Teachers'  Xormal  Institute.  In  February,  1887, 
he  was  admitted  to  the  Xorthumberland'  county 
iiar,  and  at  once  opened  an  office  in  Sunbury.  In 
the  spring  of  1889  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
the  Supreme  court  of  the  State,  and  the  same  year 
he  was  ajipointed  solicitor  for  Xorthumberland 
county.  On  ,\ug.  20.  1889,  he  was  diosen  as  the 
Pepublican  nominee  for  the  office  of  district  at- 
toriuA . His  next  honor  was  as  delegate  to  the 


6^ 


/dKi-siS'myikm. 


Q 


'XW 

in 


: 


•ll>  taAdrjT'io  &i>  jakr  >il4»xia  J!^  • Wtt<> 

►7Vio  Kiomss  «<rt  ^TG«KMte»  Im  autidJl'm 

4Brj4jrrf*»Cr  Jii  -iif  «l  -OT«»t,  ’ 

n-aojiiQinTi  p^i  H stsdiUHnt  &%»  vIijmpI >kl 

ifr«d  Toa  Siijf />rt  jr»rf  .il&i^jiK)  i>omi<t\f/M^^^  _ 

.-^otko- Rll  ai -aT%«  nti«^ 

fj-i  ti'jh'iiiaj  «ii7/  i^inii  i/  .iK  i>0  a rt'ifJsif;  s#yr 


\ttiii  w»iJ3  5o  •jalHauflb’  ^>5t'H  at  ‘Ay.^ 


:p,cum 
tnl<-\. 


.tun-,  --  - - 

» ;ni5fM  oi  tnorf  <w-#  ■ % 

•].»  <1tv  '..fk  ft!  3/swJ:  ;-.xnoi!  iij  JoQ  -^1  b «h» 


nubiok  ic»  v'wInH  ,t' 


•io,' 


I Ja  ^ani^UB  ,TGti'  fli? 
«!  *»»•  Tw^iW  loiol.  -SI)8f 


Iv- 


(ionoj-i  (i  r^iUvfqqi'tl  h?f(3(t4v^ 


io'^it'M  ■Mj>r’iii  (i'rlK.  tn:iS 


tHTt  ‘Hiilpihh  it  niHi^^ 

'.  '■  ' .....  ...  ‘.-.j . ...'-■  I ..  v.jlSUi.  • 


, . -,  v./siB*;-  _'■■  ' .sibfloaf. xij}' I 

,,TOrtp»tVf  hhhd 

, . , , , “ , * wv?  wl  ;i.,^.jUr^4 oI  b'vmUbI 

.3:>y  fru«l  ^,K7r  'fwb 

tvanA  fM\‘tr,i<i  i-jO  feffe  £«i;>:  -ai  Tijh’^p^rt,  <«!^BUm'09ti^'^dW6ho1ii^^ 

(f^:)»bl>nrn$  fma  dM  hMi(  .«fkfcutwo*  a^ot..  oi  rinia  ?^ 

‘iiatffi;;„7 

b0i;  &/U  to  aiif«^89v 

w1  ,jT();«i.«f/(i  ' bi»lM;  ,(^  '^ 

aaW  

it  -iS'ff  ltd  jbrttJtfd  ' 


ffo^i'mij  ffroc?  f'i9w  ;il  tfinis*!  }ieiik'^J^ 

,ViV' »t1  fti£j,  ot  M:nhr  $r«jji,,rj^|ijM 

sirtfj/.  !>nfi  J suft^Clb  . 

Tjf^od  ni  d‘Sj^X  \f^lJiif7A  u'T<4aR-/r  ,-i*»m1i7?'  ^*Wsf9!V 
^Yil  ‘ - ' - ' . 


£*f 

Si  otUM'jyd  *ifl  078,1  .M  lit.)  hi 
{yf-t  bnt:  .IfWurlys  jiwjf9.a  /r//«^ayrai 
jo<!rtbs  9t?t  yaiSlAl  ,i{3S9l  ot 
md'tV  ^ viqHO')  fcfrKlwUtuJsliip' 

riviiif  5?rwur{t.mK  'idj  hriaS'  sitl  ,*?  ^j«t>;' .ftjih; v^iad  «o»mu8  wti 

-fi-)Ri/r,«'!'ji<fe-/;'i7^*U  9i'.ti  n«l6 

ill  ?(?-!ycT  f»K  ^Jr^TT  iinw^^  lot  miai  Mtii  tio  .t^  JH 


kb.ft  Ain't  n.hp  ms  ^aixioofti  'ixf  mestm.r.Mh^^:jd0.p»ms^.s:^  »«iiC'.«i!t'  . 

.*.I(T  .i'Mi  ill  ,{t(,}iijfi)m:  1ndj  /«C>^ sih ..  ,(ti  -^¥  M ixirta  siii'jfi,«a  ^ 

■»wJy^iCft>0  nAi  U lti<.jhamj  9ram4  «»fr  »H  i«4i 

~'j1if-j4)  ;v>o'j  od  i?.8t  io  fhil;  ‘ i.^.- .^«-;.i..  --.•.i-  --  <■  .■.<  ■ ■..  r,  _ .. 

v?»J  io  p\H)ii  y?'?  fl&^ad  fcr 
f=|fv,r  ,ehoT  -r>-,3'.&Jftf 


flx«i  'ndnviit^  U bo-*a'>o{  eis#''0h3j/;lh4'^.  a-BdtoopH.’Of  .jfKlIftlfJ) 

-fiiy.s  9.dJ  m -SRI/ «»tf  ' •'—  ■•'■ 


navi'/J  'ipbrni*.  fyli  ‘’to’  id  -^iq  f>BUTBo  rtwd, 


.,*■881  ,7iawt4ft5,  af  ,.‘jii4i)4«l  . 
v^aoo-f ',f>fial'{!>dmfirdiio^,'  p.hi'  .o<f  JM4ini4 
al  .yjndal;^.  ai;  tts 
ai*,'(y^.4i>,«rtcj  j4  ktfih^hii  9d  t; 

bABiWhiTfibic^!!!!  it)A  .vAi^‘d^\ 

'Yt  jhhi&ih  lo 

in..-'  ® 0 .'.' 

■■-•■•  8.  ..’v,  ■■•"*C'  _i  ‘^'‘■'  ' '^iJiililiKwBfetti^^ 


iiiihtJj#  ^ 4. 


9tf  has 

*'ia<i'fA 

fl-^ii'J'wl 

-'A:  . 


■Vil.. 


524 


XOKTIIUMBEHLAXD  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


Constitutional  convention  from  tlie  Twenty-sev- 
enth Senatorial  District,  comprising  Northumber- 
land, Union  and  Snyder  counties.  Following  lie 
served  six  }'ears.as  county  solicitor.  In  1901  he 
was  the  Pepublican  nominee  for  president  judge 
of  the  Northumberland  county  courts,  but  was  de- 
feated by  the  small  majority  of  GS  votes  after  a 
heated  contest.  This  remarkable  campaign,  how- 
ever, had  the  effect  of  bringing  him  prominently 
before  the  people,  and  from  that  time  to  the  pres- 
ent he  has  been  the  leader  of  his  party  in  North- 
umberland county.  In  19()2  he  was  appointed  As- 
sistant Attorney  in  the  United  States  Department 
of  Justice,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  assigned  to  the 
defense  of  the  government  against  claims  arising 
out  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  settled  by  the 
Spanish  Treaty  Claims  Commission.  lie  held  that 
position  until  lie  resigned,  in  1904,  to  assume  the 
duties  of  chief  counsel  for  the  Dairy  and  Food 
I Department  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in 
February,  1905,  he  was  promoted  to  the  auditor 
general’s  department,  as  special  counsel  for  same. 
In  190G  he  was  appointed  by  President  Theodore 
Koosevelt  United  States  marshal  for  the  Middle 
District  of  Pennsylvania.  In  1908  he  resigned  that 
office,  receiving  from  President  Eoosevelt  that  year 
his  appointment  as  United  States  district  attorney. 
On  the  8th  of  March,  1911,  he  was  appointed,  by 
President  W.  II.  Taft.  United  States  District 
judge.  It  is  a generally  recognized  fact  that  IMr. 
Witmer’s  advancement,  professionally  and  offici- 
all}',  is  due  to  his  own  efforts,  and  he  is  all  the 
more  honored  because  of  this  fact.  He  has  made 
his  way  against  obstacles  of  many  kinds,  and  has 
pursued  his  ambitions  in  spite  of  the  opposition 
which  confronts  the  self-made  man,  only  serving 
to  stimulate  him  in  following  his  ideals  to  their 
realization.  The  high  position  he  now  holds  and 
which  he  has  long  enjoyed  in  the  councils  of  the 
Eepublican  party  proves  that  he  not  only  makes 
friends,  but  has  the  faculty  of  holding  .them,,  and 
the'  ability  to  make  good  in  whatever  position  he 
is  placed. 

Mr.  Witmer  is  prominent  in  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  is  also  a member  of  the  Odd  Fellows, 
the  S.  P.  I\.  and  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  He  has  held 
official  position  in  all  the  orders  to  which  he  be- 
longs. His  religious  connection  is  with  the  First 
Eeformed  Church  of  Sunburv',  which  he  has  long 
served  as  a member  of  the  official  board ; he  also 
'was  formerly  prominently  identified  with  the  Sun- 
day school  work. 

On  Oct.  IT,  1885,  IMr.  Witmer  married  Mollie 
Beaver,  daughter  of  Isaac  Beaver,  of  Middleburg, 
^ Snyder  Co.,  Pa.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely : John,  who  is  now  a college  stxi- 
dent;  and  Catliarino  and  Isabella,  both  of  whom 
are  attending  public  sclux>l.  Mr.  Witmer  is  de- 
voted to  his  homo  and  family,  with  whom  he  spends 
much  time,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  noted  for  their 


kindliness  and  hospitable  disposition,  enjoying  the 
good-will  of  a host  of  friends. 

FR.VXCI.S  A.  MTxiiER,  son  of  Isaac  L.  and  Annie 
(Bubb)  "Witmer,  was  Iwrii  Oct.  28,  1877,  in  Lower 
IMahanoy  township,  where  he  obtained  his  early 
education.  Later  he  attended  a summer  school  at 
Elizabethvillc,  and  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege at  New  Berlin,  and  when  seventeen  he  taught 
for  part  of  a school  term  at  Washington,  in  Lower 
Mahanoy  township.  After  the  death  of  his  father, 
in  1895,  he  came  to  Sunbury  and  lived  with  his 
brother,  Charles  B.  Wutmer,  meantime  attending 
the  high  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1897.  He  then  took  a special  course  at  Bucloiell 
University,  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  and  in  June.  1899, 
registered  as  a law  student  in  his  brothers  office, 
studying  law  and  teaching  school,  being  thus  en- 
gaged for  two  terms  at  the  Gass  schoolhouse  in 
Upper  Augusta  township.  On  June  16,  1902,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar;  on  iMay  22,  1905,  to' the 
Supreme  court;  and  he  has  also  been  admitted  to 
the  United  States  Superior  and  Circuit  courts.  He 
is  now  in  partnership  with  his  brother  as  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Witmer  & Witmer  and  en- 
gaged in  successful  practice  at  Sunbury.  Mr.  "Wat- 
nier  is  a member  of  the  Northumberland  Bar  As- 
sociation, of  the  B.  P.  0.  Elks,  Lodge  No.  267,  and 
of  Friendship  Hose  Company.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Eeformed  Church  and  has  been  active  in 
some  of  its  interests,  having  been  chairman  of  the 
publicity  committee  of  the  Laymen's  Missionary 
committee  of  the  Eastern  Classis  held  in  1910. 
Politically  he  is  a Eepublican. 

In  September,  1907,  IMr.  Witmer  married  Lula 
G.  Yoder,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth  (Mil- 
ler) Yoder,  of  Hegins,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
they  have  two  daughters,  Lillian  M.  ancl  Annie  E. 
The  family  home  is  at  No.  1132  East  Market 
street. 


Michael  Witmer,  son  of  Christophel  ('2),  was 
born  March  29,  1804,  and  died  Jan.  28,  1842.  He 
is  buried  at  Stone  Valley  Church.  He  was  a man 
of  large  build,  weighing  240  pounds,  and  was 
strong  and  muscular,  being,  in  fact,  the  physical 
champion  of  his  district.  All  his  life  he  followed 
farming  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township.  On  April 
6.  1824,  he  married  Catharine  Phillips,  who  was 
born  April  9,  1805,  daughter  of  GfiArge__Phi]iips, 
of  Berks  countv,  and  died  Sept.  30.  1889.  Their 
chTIcTren  were  born  as  follows ; Anna  Juliana, 
Feb.  23,  1825  (died  young)  ; Bonneville,  Sept.  28, 
1826;  IMichael,  IMarch  18,  1828;  Anna  Maria,  Feb. 
12,  1830;  Elias,  Oct.  It,  1831;  Sarah,  Aug.  25, 
1833  (died  young)  ; Edward,  Jan.  3,  1836  (died 
young)  ; Susanna  and  Catharine,  twins,  Feb.  3. 
1838  (Catharine  died  young)  ; Ephraim.  April  21, 
1839;  Isaac,  Julv  11.  1841  (lives  in  Perry  county, 

Ephraim  Witmer,  son  of  ^lichael,  was  born 


Kg 


^‘.1^ 


o/(i 


£V/!k-^rjrn;^m^ 

CE 


m 


m 


H^»cd"-uH  3tt  -'STuoi  ifiiaocia  a 


^ "'  51  ' • , f - 

|>  lufB  -V9t'‘i^ifl!>yT..  9i<t  laiV^piioHusvjiito 

iihl  tawl  0 lo  yUtr-iHVi»^ 

■‘*ijTf(A  tjaiwil  3:o' ttoa  '^;;0ft  |oimR:p'7r  &aiRj^W  . 

ihw^d  iti  ^77|I  ^fai  .i&O  jn;4  'i^it  pfj  iltia : 

X'liiKi  ri4  6^«f»^do  %rf  '»Tf<^w  4<jlJ8a?/<jt  voBB4iis]i^  (Jll&'Mt  'i>di 

.it»r>  fti'a&7jty?'iiiti?>'J  lntSim*y  orf)  f>fta-.<offhrjffei<<iiii^  ltenii''wtl-^d' 

.♦Jjimi-  Ml  tiiioinvm  imiv  fina  ,qiIrtU  w»Kia  4^4  '^'od  wfIT  '.twirto-.'  f>9l«w. 

nyioj  lu  ,trc4^ttU\fn.lf  5o  teUa'  oiCt  J>o/l 

,■^v^lc5  sill  ]U>  filaoL  9ifJ  nith  .qblswoj'  bflB  *»dJ  Qtdii^ 

siti  (itivr  fKjvil-Jjnft  v^iiid«ju8  od  atnaa  arf  fn%: ' 

‘iuJuiiwJa.  rVtmiVtf  .it  sahailO ■. l.nr.lwdi 

;ii  b(}.%smhik.7}3i  eft- If  »*f  ibii/Tr  tnotX  Jpoff'^vSt  ^#I6I!^JW!,»U 

lo 

m 'a^HOjfloojIoa  «9«i?  .dtfi  H mn^  ■if.f(i,  xw?'.  'l^'^^to.'*'  a^'.^KSW  jV>r!i;i-507  ytf  fit’ini'floili  ., 

P(i  .^'OCI  ,8X  anuL  /rO  al?rjgi/£  t^^P.  Wo'T  iirrc  'SuCt  0 laerfiioo  'loiib  ^o  ’^ifm 

9ftr  rot  »5<>€X  *fiS  %tili  .(ji9, ’ 

'J  taijifflltB  «ya»l  nafs  pjarft.siyf 

aH  •.slwoo  JkfO'TiO  *«^:4oMiti7Bfiar>  g'liata; 

TOtnyjc  5B  isd+o^d  ai, 

*cK>''/3fla  ’wniiriL  ^.  0 ' 

-ii”J7  .tlC^  .^wiJttw-S'  fu  nil  Joiaf 

-?.k  ifiiT  iliir ? '.TdiMit-  intrti  ?/?ivi.*>«.,. 

£)fla  ?fr'lo9>-tjtnloqdi 

■iiKi-iaacy  ,r  £i  'all'  '-lo ?<>  .il^8;>j}J 

nr  eviias  iiocKf  asu  dskrH'-V 

Ti»coi5hOt  8-Mitrt«t,I'  ,5i^-i  ^^H9^rt99B^^i|',  s.'3^jW 

,bf$t  n.l  bhsi  siissftD'  m&iiiJjJl  at©'  t«  it* '«Ir’&4’ 

>:  , u d ad  vlmm^  (0 

Aloxl  -boimm  naraJi-T'  . tU  Mi  It'  " e^d  ^ia  1o  eahfiiido  -Mim  tair'i 

-JiU)  di»'Jmm  hiia  smsd  io  ,^^iq»yai  sd^ 

bus  ,.oO  JJi^aWaS  U 

S aiiirrA  hsxs  di  fifiLf.t?kl  skr.2^^'^' Jji!^^ot:'  .K}  ^|^  ot' 

esn  M' U ^ u' &m(>d hak 

■ ' 'if 'k' 

697?  JiT),- bdqoia(3tf!i»  5n  aBi  karnii?/ 

aH  .f48r,8-if,«ftTlMllia«:408X'ie^  " 

nnm  R awfi  i>M  AnmlO 
ban 


ifl!>i?rf,'d<I  '^itl  40 vS 
■'  ' *’ 

Uiq-A.^ 

9«-. 

Ab 

Aiuii.  i.dvyoUoV  Sff  fl'iSid  y«'y9:p.,<i5 
,8§  .sW'f'f .;;  (j^.ntn  . iii'81 ' ^tS 
.fkl  .4St'8i*,6'X  m\^U 


•Iwsyi^ 

- „^'l  ,'  ' -.W 


I ij^hani'ToT  ww 
;.3Hrr  “■ 

m 


XORTIIUMBERLAXL)  COUNTY,  PENNSYLVANIA 


April  21,  1839,  on  the  Cliristopliel  Witiner  home- 
stead in  Lower  Mahanoy  township.  He  was 
trained  to  farm  work  from  his  earliest  boyhood, 
and  engaged  m farming  on  his  own  account  at 
an  early  age.  During  the  early  sixties  he  moved 
to  Plickory  Coimcrs,  in  Stone  Valley,  and  there  for 
thirty-two  years  engaged  in  farming  for  his  fa- 
ther-in-law, David  Ilain,  afterward  farming  the 
same  place  for  himself  four  years.  During  this 
period  ho  was  also  largely  engaged  in  dealing  in 
horses  for  twenty-five  years.  He  began  by  buying 
and  selling  liorscs  in  his  hbme  county,  but  later 
went  West  and  bought  by  the  carload,  disjwsing 
of  the  animals  at  public  sale  in  lower  Northum- 
berland count!',  where  he  was  the  first  to  hold  a 
horse  sale,  being  really  the  pioneer  in  that  trade 
in  his  section.  He  handled  as  many  as  22o  head 
of  horses  in  one  year.  Though  now  one  of  the  old- 
est residents  of  his  district  he  has  a clear  mem- 
bry,  and  takes  particular  pleasure  in  recalling  its 
early  days.  He  is  a man  of  small  stature,  hut- re- 
tains all  the  energy  which  characterized  his  active 
career.  In  his  day  he  has  been  active  in  local 
religious  affairs  as  well  as  in  business,  having  long 
been  a member  of  the  Reformed  congregation  of 
Zion’s  Church,  to  which  his  children  also  belong. 
He  has  held  the  offices  of  deacon,  elder  and  trus- 
tee, and  is  now  serving  as  janitor. 

Mr.  Witmer  married  Harriet  Hain,  who  was 
born  May  31,  1811,  daughter  of  David  and  Re- 
becca (Dreibelbies)  Hain,  the  latter  a daughter 
of  Isaac  Dreibelbies,  who  came  from  Berks  county. 
Mrs.  Witmer  died  April  8,  1899,  on  the  David 
Hain  farm,  and  was  buried  at  Stone  A^alley 
Chureh.  Shortly  thereafter  iVIr.  Witmer  and  his 
daughters  ’ moved'  onto  the  Zion’s  Church  prop- 
erty, where  they  have  made  their  home  since  1900. 
To  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Witmer  was  born  a large  family, 
viz.:  David  H.  is  mentioned  below;  Mary  mar- 

ried Edwin  Bademan,  and  they  are  farming  people 
in  Shamokin  township:  Jonathan  H.  is  mentioned 
below;  Fietta  married  William  Welker  and  they 
live  in  the  borough  of  Shamokin ; Sallie  married 
Daniel  Harris,  and  they  live  in  IMandata,  this  coun- 
ty; William  S.  died  when  two  years  old:  one  son 
died  in  infancy ; Ida  married  Charles  Wiest  and 
they  live  in  Sunbury;  Cora  married  Rev.  George 
Koppenhaver  aiid  they  live  at  Mahanoy,  where  he 
has  charge  of  the  Reformed  congregation ; Charles 
died  aged  fifteen  years;  Wilhelmina  Malinda,  who 
is  unmarried  and  keeps  house  for  her  father,  has 
been  chorister  and  organist  of  Zion’s  Lutheran 
and  Reformed  Church,  at  Stone  Valley,  since  1900, 
and  is  an  estimal)le  and  intelligent  woman,  a most 
useful  member  of  church  and  society;  Lizzie  was 
awarded  a toachei’s  provisional  certificate  in  1901, 
and  after  she  had  taught  three  years  was  given 
(in  1908)  a professional  certificate,  her  school 
work  covering  five  terms  in  the  public  schools, 
Init  she  is  now  stenographer  in  the  office  of  Dr. 


bl.  L.  Emerick,  of  Hickory  Corners,  and  works  as 
an  artist  during  the  summer  season;  Harriet,  un- 
married, lives  at  home;  Francis  died  aged  two 
years. 

David  II.  WiT.viEr.,  son  of  Ephraim,  was  ]>orn 
May  31,  1800.  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township.  Like 
his  father  he  was  trained  to  farm  work,  and  until 
he  was  of  age  he  worked  for  his  grandparents, 
making  Ids  liome  with  his  maternal  grandfather, 
David  Hain,  from  tiie  time  he  was  three  years  old, 
until  iMr.  Hain’s  death.  After  that  he  bought  the 
propel  ty  in  Lower  iMahanoy  township,  near  Dal- 
matia, where  he  has  since  lived  and  worked.  It 
was  formerly  the  Cliarles  Brosius  homestead,  and 
consists  of  forty-five  acres:  the  original  farm  was 
much  larger.  Though  a highly  successful  farmer, 
iMr.  Witmer  devoted  much  time  in  his  earlier  years 
to  teaching.  Ho  received  an  excellent  education, 
supplementing  his  public  school  training  by  study 
at  Berrysburg  Academy  and  a select  school  at 
Georgetown  (Dalmatia),  at  which  latter  place 
he  was  under  the  instruction  of  Prof.  Charles  B. 
Witmer,  now  a prominent  lawyer  of  Sunbury  and 
the  leader  of  the  Republican  party  in  Northum- 
berland county.  In  1880  David  H.  Witmer  re- 
ceived his  license  to  tgach  from  William  Boal,  then 
county  superintendent.  His  first  experience  was 
gained  at  the  IMcKee  school  in  Lower  iMahanoy 
township,  where  lie  taught  in  all  three  successive 
tei'uis.  Then  for  one  tei'm  he  did  not  teach,  and 
again  attended  school,  after  which  he  was  engaged 
as  teacher  for  three  more  terms,  all  in  Lower 
iMahanoy.  He  had  ungraded  schools.  Mr.  Wit- 
mer was  much  esteemed  as  an  instructor,  and  met 
with  uniform  success  in  his  school  work.  He  has 
been  a useful  citizen  of  his  community  in  other 
ways,  having  served  Ids  township  as  school  di- 
rector, auditor  and  treasurer,  and  he  is  a Demo- 
crat in  political  faith.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandiw,  holding  membership  in 
Grange  No.  13G7,  at  Hickory  Corners.  Like  the 
memheis  of  the  \Vitmer  family  generally  he  is 
a Reformed  member  of  the  Zion’s  Stone  Ahilley 
Church. 

Jox.XTiiAX  H.  WiTV[Ei;,  son  of  Ephraim,  now  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Lower  ^Mahanoy  township, 
was  I)orn  in  that  township  Dec.  18,  1863.  Ho  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  local  public  schools  and 
has  always  followed  farm  work,  continuing  to  work 
for  his  parents  until  he  was  thirty  years  old, 
having  remained  at  home  for  two  years  after  his 
marriage.  In  the  spring  of  1893  he  began  farming 
near  Dalmatia,  remaining  there  one  year  as  a ten- 
ant, and  was  afterward  on  a nearby  farm  for  two 
years.  Plis  next  removal  was  to  the  David  Hain 
farm  near  Hickory  Corners,  where  he  farmed  six 
years,  thence  mo\ing  to  the  Daniel  Schaffer 
farm,  in  the  same  township,  where  he  lived  for 
three  years.  The  year  before  he  settled  on  Ids 
present  place  he  and  his  fandly  lived  at  Hickory 
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C'umois,  1-finoving  to  the  present  home  in  the 
spring-  ot  IhOU.  Mr.  AVitmer  purchased  this  place 
in  It  was  the  old  George  Harris  homestead 

(Mr.  Harris  being  a pioneer  from  Montgomery 
county),  and  contains  17!)  acres  located  near  Hick- 
ory Corners.  After  the  death  of  George  Harris  it 
was  owned  hy  his  son  Martin  Harris.  The  land  is 
fertile,  and  near  the  house  is  a very  tine  spring. 

Mr.  Witmer  has  been  (piite  prominent  in  the 
local  interests  of  the  Democratic  party  and  has 
served  a niunher  of  years  as  judge  of  elections. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  assessor  of  Ids  township. 
He  and  his  family  are  pronunent  in  the  work  of 
y^ion's  .Stone  Yalley  Church  as  members  of  the 
Reformed  congregation,  which  Mr.  Witmer  has 
served  as  deacon  continuously  since  18!)8:  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  church  choir  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years. 

On  Xov.  21,  188!),  Mr.  Witmer  married  Lizzie 
Ellen  Koppenhaver,  daughter  of  John  and  Han- 
nah (Moyer)  Koppenhaver,  and  granddaughter  of 
■Jonathan  and  Catharine  (Hepner)  Koppenhaver. 
Four  children  have  been  horn  to  them : Mark 

Kevin,  who  began  teaching  school  when  seventeen 
years  old  and  is  irow  a student  at  the  West  Chester 
State  Kormal : Ma}'  Pauline  : Maud  Evangeline, 
and  Leah  Charlotte. 


Elias  Witmer,  son  of  Michael,  was  horn  Oct. 
IT,  1831,  on  the  old  homestead,  and  died  July  15, 
1909.  A lifelong  farmer,  he  obtained  the  original 
"Witmer  homestead  after  the  death  of  his  father, 
and  built  thereon,  in  1893,  the  present  barn,  re- 
placing one  that  had  been  clestroyed  by  lightning. 
The  farm  consists  of  136  acres.  i\Ir.  Witmer  was 
a Eeprdilican  in  politics  and  a Peformed  member 
of  St.'  Luke's  Lutheran  and  Eeformed  Church  at 
AYra  Cruz,  which  he  sei'ved  many  years  as  trustee. 
His  family  also  belonged  to  that  church.  He  was 
a public-spirited  citizen  and  gave  nearly  two  acres 
of  land  near  A'cra  Cruz  for  park  purposes,  this 
tract  being  now  known  as  A'era  Cruz  Hill  park; 
it  was  planted  with  maple  and  other  trees  by  the 
Keformed  Sunday  school  of  the  place. 

Air.  Witmer's  fir.st  wife,  Hannah  Alertz,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Alertz,  died  one  year  after  their  mar- 
riage, leaving  one  son,  Harvey  CY.  His  second  mar- 
riage was  to  Sarah  Oxenreider,  daughter  of  Jacol) 
O.xenreider,  and  to  them  was  l)orn  one  daughter. 
Agnes,  now  the  wife  of  Will^auLS.  Engel. 

Hahvkv  C.  WiT.MKi!,  son  of  Elias,  was  born 
June  21,  1863.  on  the  farm  where  he  still  lives. 
He,  has  always  followed  fai’ining,  which  he  com- 
menced on  his  own  account  after  attaining  his 
majority,  being  a tenant  on  the  original  homestead 
for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period  ho 
moved  to  an  adjoining  ])lace,  the  one  on  which  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  This  place,  which  com- 
prise*  fifty-six  acres,  formerly  belonged  to  Harry 
Weaver,  his  father-in-law.  ami  Afr.  AVitmer  re- 


nmdeled  the  dwelling,  having  a comfortable  home 
anil  tine  property.  He  has  prospered  in  his  ag- 
ricultural work,  and  owns  the  homestead  of  136 
acres  in  addition  to  his  tlfty-six-acre  farm.  He  is 
local  agent  for  several  fertilizer  companies. 
T'hough  he  has  given  his  work  all  the  attention 
necessai-y  to  make  it  profitable,  he  has  found  time 
for  active  and  intelligent  interest  m local  public 
aJairs,  has  been  roadmaster  for  the  past  five  years, 
and  served  seven  years  as  school  director.  ^Tlap'' 
Witmer,  as  he  is  generally  called,  is  well  known 
and  respected  in  his  section.  He  is  a Republican 
in  politics  and  in  religion  a member  of  the  Ee- 
formed congregation  at  AYra  Cruz,  of  which  he 
was  deacon  eight  years.  He  is  a menJjer  of  the 
-L'.  0.  U.  A.  AI.  at  Dalmatia. 

On  Alarch  8,  1882,  Air.  Witmer  married  Susan 
B.  A\Yaver,  daughter  of  Harry  and  Anna  ( Bon- 
awitz)  YYaver,  of  Lykens  A'alley,  Pa.,  and  eleven 
chihlren  have  been  horn  to  their  union:  Annie, 
who  is  the  wife  of  John  Lahr  and  has  three  chil- 
dren, Alary  E.,  Adda  A.  and  Cloyd  A.  (they  live 
near  Dalmatia)  : AVilliam  H.,  who  married  Grace 
De])pen : XYra ; Stella:  Cloyd,  who  died  young; 
Harvey:  Forest,  who  died  when  young;  \Varren; 
Alabel  Alice;  John,  and  Alarlan. 

Benue ville  Witmer,  son  of  Alichael,  was  born 
Sept.  28,  1826,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  township.  He 
was  an  enterprising  business  man,  and  prospered 
steadily  in  his  undertakings,  acquiring  considerable 
propeity  by  his  industrious  and  thrifty  methods. 
For  about  seven  years  he  was  engaged  as  a hucks- 
ter, after  that  entering  the  mercantile  Vmsiuess 
at  County  Line,  where  he  was  located  for  a few 
years.  -He  then  bought  what  was  formerly  the 
Josiah  Snyder  farm  at  AYra  Cruz,  a tract  of  1T6 
acres,  now  divided  into  two  farms,  on  one  of  which 
he  lived,  and  both  of  which  are  now  owned  by 
his  son,  Ephraim  D.  AVitmer.  One  part  of  this 
116-acre  farm  was  at  one  time  the  Jacob  Witmer 
hoinestead.  The  land  is  fertile  and  in  a high 
state  of  cultivation,  eciuipped  with  good  buildings, 
and  in  every  way  desirable  and  valuable  property. 
In  additiim  Air.  Witmer  owned  an  adjoining  place 
of  eighty-six  acres,  the  John  Deppen  homestead. 
He  was  a leading  member  of  the  Eeformed  de- 
nomination in  his  district,  and  was  instrumental 
in  the  estaiilishment,  in  I860,  of  St.  Ijuke's  Luth- 
eian  and  Eeformed  Church  at  AYra  Cruz,  serving 
ois  a member  of  the  building  committee  at  the  time 
the  churcli  was  erected.  He  was  always  one  of 
the  pillars  of  the  congregation,  liberal  in  his  snp- 
)>ort  of  th.e  church  and  its  work,  served  as  an 
officer  many  years,  and  with  his  family  took  an 
active  part  in  furthering  all  its  enterprises  and  re- 
ligious woik  generally.  In  |vditics  he  was  a Ee- 
publican,  and  he  served  his  township  as  school 
(1  i rector. 

Afr.  Witmer  married  Lydia  Deppen,  daughter 
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.>1'  William  l)epj)i‘n.  Both  Mr.  and  ^[rs.  'Witmer 
are  Imried  in  the  Vera  Cruz  Union  cemetery, 
ddiey  were  the  i>arents  of  a large  family,  namely: 
Lmma  J.  married  doseph  Ilepner;  Serenus,  who 
was  engaged  as  a‘  piddic  school  teacher,  died  un- 
man ied  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight ; IMary  M.  mar- 
ried Elias  Kehach ; Caroline  died  aged  seven  years; 
Ephraim  1).  is  mentioned  below;  Susan  died  when 
thirty-seven  years  old  ; William  D.  is  mentioned 
below;  Janies,  also  a school  teacher,  died  when 
■ thirty  years  old,  onlv  live  days  after  his  marriage 
to  Lizzie  Bingaman,  who  survives  him  with  their 
son,  James-  M.  (he  had  been  active  in  politics,  a 
member  of  the  Bepublican  committee  of  his  town- 
shij),  and  had  been  spoken  of  for  high  public  of- 
fice) ; Josejih  Wh  is  mentioned  below;  Jennie  L. 
is  unmarried ; one  daughter  died  in  infancy. 

EriiiiAnr  ]).  W'it.miu;.  son  of  Benueville,  was 
born  July  ■2P,  186’?.  on  the  farm  where  he  still 
resides,  situated  near  Vera  Cruz,  in  the  extreme 
southwestern  part  of  Lower  Mahanoy  township. 
He  was  reared  to  farming  and  has  followed  that 
calling  all  his  life,  purchasing  the. homestead  from 
the  estate  after  his  father's  death.  In  addition 
die  oAvns  an  adjoining  farm,  which  was  also  the 
property  of  his  father.  Mr.  Wdtmer  has  made 
numerous  improvements  in  his  buildings  and  on 
his  property,  and  has  done  u'cll,  meeting  with 
success  in  his  operations,  which. are  conducted  on 
intelligent  lines.  He  is  a substantial  and  es- 
teemed citizen  of  his  township,  which  he  has 
served  in  the  office  of  school  director.  . In  politics 
he  is  a Iiopublican. 

On  Xov.  ?8.  1887,  Mr.  W'itmer  was  married  to 
Laura  E.  Kojipenhaver,  daughter  of  John  and 
Hannah  (Moyer)  Koppenhaver  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Jonas  and  Catharine  (Hepner)  Koppenhav- 
er and  of  Daniel  3Iover.  the  latter  of  Lykens  Val- 
ley. Mr.  and  i\Irs.  W'itmer  have  had  two  children, 
AVilliaip  C.  (who  died  in  infancy)  and  Clarence  E. 
The  family  are  Beformed  members  of  St.  Luke's 
(’burch  at  Vera  C'ruz,  and  Dir.  Witmer.  who  has 
a fine  bass  voice,  was  chorister  of  that  church 
for  twentv  years,  being  still  a member  of  the 
choir.  His  son  is  also  musically  inclined. 

Clarence  E. -Witmer,  son  of  Ephraim  I).,  was 
born  May  30,  1889.  and  has  lieen  well  educated, 
having  begun  his  education  in  the  local  public 
schools  and  later  attended  Union  Seminary,  at  X'ew 
Berlin,  and'  Fi'anklin  and  Marshall  College,  at 
Lancaster.  He  is  now  assisting  hi.s  father  with 
the  farm  work.  He  married  Stella  T.  DIartz,  and 
tliey  have  one  daughter,  Ethel  DI. 

, WiLLi-VM  D.  W'mii-;i!.  son  of  Benueville,  born 
Feb.  -L').  18()7.  in  Lower  DIahanov  township,  re- 
<-eived  his  education  there  in  the  common  schools. 
He  worked  for  his  father  until  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  old.  on  the  farm  and  in  the  sawnuU, 
and  then  marrying  settled  in  Dalmatia  (George- 
town), wliere  with  the  exccptioit  of  a few  months, 


during  which  he  was  with  his  family  at  Sunburv, 
he  has  since  had  his  home.  Upon  coming  to  tins 
locality  he  began  work  for  his  father-in-law,  Isaac 
Fenstermacher,  upon  the  farm,  continuing  thus 
for  twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  be- 
gan the  manufacture  and  bottling  of  soft  drinks, 
for  which  he  found  a ready  sale  throughout  the 
eastern  end  of  A'crthiimberland  county.  Mr.  W'it- 
mer  has  })ros2)e'rcd  to  such  an  extent  that  he  now 
owns  his  own  home  and  ])lace  of  business,  his 
establishment  being  equipped  with  all  modern  ma- 
chinery for  the  facilitation  of  the  work,  which 
has  grown  to  consideralile  proportions.  He  ships 
his  goods  to  various  towns.  Mr.  Witmer  has  been 
much  intei'ested  in  the  local  public  welfare,  par- 
ticularly the  matter  of  public  education,  and  was 
serving  as  school  director  at  the  time  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the-modern  two-story,  four-room  building, 
in  1891.  He  has  been  quite  active  in  the  local 
aifairs  of  the  Bepublican  party,  and  has  served  as 
delegate  to  the  county  convention.  While  living  at 
his  early  home  Mr.  Witmer  served  as  organist 
for  the  Beformed  congregation  of  the  Vera  Cruz 
Church,  and  for  some  years  he  was  a member  of 
the  choir  of  the  Beformed  congregation  at  Dal- 
matia, of  which  he  is  a member;  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  of  the  same 
church. 

In  January,  1891.  Mr.  DVitmer  married  Lizzie 
A.  Fenstermacher,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Lena 
(Beitz)  Fenstermacher,  and  four  daughters  have 
been  born  to  them;  Lena  A..  Oct.  10,  1891;  Anna 
M.,  June  19,  189G;  Mary  II.,  July  31,  1901,  and 
Elsie  M.,  Jan.  17,  190-1. 

J().sT-:i>fr  Wit ji Eli.  son  of  Benueville,  was  born 
Jan.  1,  1871,  on  his  father's  homestead,  and  was 
there  reared  to  farm  life.  After  leaving  the  farm 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Vera  Cruz 
as  successor  to  W.  S.  Schwartz  & Co.,  entering 
this  line  in  February,  1897.  on  his  own  account. 
He  has  since  continued  the  business  successfully, 
and  is  one  of  the  best  known  merchants  in  Lower 
Dial  lanoy  township,  carrying  a full  lino  of  general 
merchandise  and  also  dealing  in  country  produce 
and  poultry.  Mr.  Witmer  has  been  active  in  ■poli- 
tics as  a stanch  member  of  the  Bepulilican  party, 
and  has  considerable  -influence  in  his  locality;  he 
has  been  delegate  to  county  convention.  He  and 
his  family  are  Beformed  members  of  the  Union 
Church  at  D'era  Cruz. 

On  Dlay  17,  1S9(),  Mr.  AVitmer  married  Jennie 
AI.  Snyder,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Elizabeth 
(Holshue)  Snyder,  of  A’era  Cruz,  late  of  Jackson 
t('wnship,  and  they  have  had  twn  cldldren,  K. 
Stanley  and  Frederick  Edison,  the  latter  of  udiom 
died  in  infancy. 

Samuel  Witmer  was  born  Xov.  G,  1811,  and 
died  Alav  3.  lS7.->.  aged  sixty-thrt'e  years,  live 
months,  twentv-six  daV'.  lie  i-  buried  at  Zion's 
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Stone  '\'alley  Churcli.  Mr.  M'iimer  was  a farmer 
throughout  his  active  years,  living  upon  and  own- 
ing the  farm  now  occupied  by  Ids  son  Henry  S. 
He  served  as  .tax  collector  of  his  district. 
Mr.  Witmer  married  Sarali  Spots,  born  Jan. 
11,  1811,  died  Sept.  12,  1869,  and  they  had 
a family  of  four  children:  John,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight;  Emanuel,  deceased,  who  was 
a farmer  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township ; Cornelius, 
who  died  in  Missouri,  where  he  is  buried;  and 
Henry  S. 

Hexky  S.  WiT.mee,  son  of  Samuel,  now  a re- 
tired farmer,  was  born  May  2,  1814,  on  tlie  farm 
in  Lower  Mahanoy  township,- two  miles  south  of 
Dalmatia,  where  he  is  still  living.  He  has  been 
a lifelong  farmer,  and  made  a number  of  im- 
provements upon  the  property  during  his  active 
career,  building  the  north  end  of  the  barn,  which 
was  erected  by  his  father,  and  putting  up  the 
present  dwelling  on  the  place  during  the  eighties. 
The  farm  contains  109  acreS'  of  excellent  land, 
well  watered,  there  being  an  excellent,  never-fail- 
ing spring  near  the  house.  Mr.  Witmer  has  served 
as  township  school  director.  He  is  a Republican 
in  political  matters  and  in  religion  a member  of 
the  Reformed  denomination,  belonging  to  the  Re- 
formed congregation  at  Zion’s  Stone  Valley 
Church,  his  wife  uniting  with  the  Lutheran  con- 
gregation at  that  church. 

In  1869  Mr.  Witmer  ]uarried  Phoebe  Zartman, 
daughter  of  Adam  Zartman,  and  to  their  union 
have  been  born  seven  children,  three  of  whom 
died  young.  The  survivors  are:  Frank  G.  married 
Martha  Mertz ; Addie  married  George  Emerick ; 
Emma  married  John  ]k[.  Engel;  Katie  is  un- 
married. 

WEIDEXHAMER.  The  progenitor  of  tliis 
family  in  America  was  Johannes  Weidenhamer, 
a native  of  Germany,  born  Xov.  14,  1726.  In  1750 
he  married  Margaret  Magdalena  Eblinger,  and 
they  were  survived  by  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters, twenty-seven  grandchildren  and  forty-eight 
great-grandchildren.  Johannes  Weidenhamer 
died  Aug.  3,  1804,  in  his  seventy-eighth  year.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  1729,  died  in  April,  1812, 
when  eighty-three  years  old.  The  original  Weiden- 
hamer homestead  in  this  county  was  about  three- 
quarters  of  a mile  north  of  Moselem  Springs, 
Berks  county,  Pa.,  on  the  Easton  road. 

John  (or  Johann)  Adam  Weidenhamer,  one 
of  tlie  sons  of  Johannes,  the  emigrant,  came  with 
the  family  from  Germany.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Danker,  and  they  lived  in  l\Iaiden-creek  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  -where  he  followed  farming. 
To  them  were  born  children  as  follows : -Tacxib ; 

Benjamin,  who  moved  to  Ohio,  where  lie  died ; 
George,  who  died  in  IMaiden-creek  township, 
Berks  county;  John;  Susanna,  ilrs.  Daniel  Kauff- 
man, whose  children  were  .Mrs.  Cliarles  Hotten- 


‘^tein,  ;M]  s.  Peter  Dunkle,  Mrs.  Jacob  Ptoffman : 
^laria,  ^lis.  Daniel  Althouse;  Sarah,  who  died 
unmarried,  and  Betsy,  iirs.  Williams. 

Jacob  Weidenhamer,  grandfather  of  Edward 
Weidenhamer,  and  son  of  John  .‘kdam,  was  born 
in  1797  in  Berks  county.  He  married  Susanna 
Dreibelbis,  born  Oct.  1.  1805,  who  died  Dec. 
2,  1887.  She  was  a native  of  Berks  county  and 
a daughter  of  Daniel  Dreibelbis,  of  Richmond 
township,  that  county.  In  1837  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Weidenhamer  moved  to  IMontour  county,  this 
State,  and  settled  in  Limestone  townshi{i,  where 
Mr.  Weidenhamer  bought  a valuable  farm  of  about 
two  hundred  acres.  Here  he  followed  farming 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1863,  in  his 
sixty-seventh  yeai’.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
born  children  as  follows  :■  AVellington  D.,  who 
lived  and  died  at  Liiuestone;  Sarah,  who  lived 
and  died  at  Limestone;  William;  Daniel,  now  liv- 
ing in  Milton  ; John  A.,  who  died  in  Watsontown; 
and  Elizabeth  E.,  who  first  married  John  Sheep 
and  later  Emanuel  Mauser,  and  had  two  children, 
Edward  Sheep  and  May  IMauser. 

William  Weidenhamer,  father  of  Edward 
Weidenhamer,  was  born  Jan.  29,  1531,  in  Berks 
county,  and  died  duly  7,  1910,  near  Milton,  Xortli- 
umberland  county.  He  manied  Margaret  Kutz, 
l)orn  Feb.  8,  1836,  died  Aug.  16,  1887.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  George  Kutz.  born  June  8.  1798, 
died  Dec.  25.  1863,  and  his  wife,  Anna  (Kilpat- 
rick), born  Jan.  9,  1803,  died  July  19,  1876.  Wil- 
liam Weidenhamer  and  his  -ivife  boughr  the  farm, 
one  mile  east  of  iMilton,  on  which  they  lived  for 
over  forty  years,  'fhey  were  industrious,  respected 
and  influential  citizens  in  that  community.  Mr. 
Weidenhamer  was  one  of  the  oi'iginal  directors  of 
the  Pleasant  Valley  Creamery  and  IMilton  Fair 
Associatimi  and  filled  many  other  responsible  po- 
sitions. Eight  cliildreii  was  born  to  his  marriage, 
as  follows ; Clarence  A.  man-ied  Lou  Platt,  and 
has  four  children,  IMay,  Florence,  Frank  and  Clar- 
ence : Harry  married  Jane  Seers,  and  has  five 
children.  Gertrude,  Lloyd,  Sidney.  iMargaret  and 
Alice;  Thomas  S.  lived  and  died  at  IMilton,  pass- 
ing away  in  his  foi'ty-ninth  year;  William  married 
Sarah  Biddle  and  lives  in  Altoona ; Edward  is 
mentioned  later;  Ada  G.  married  Lloyd  Cooper 
and  lives  in  Altoona;  Ellis  C.  married  Clara  Bur- 
ton and  has  two  children,  Xorma  and  Burton; 
George  S.  married  Ella  Smith  and  has  four  chil- 
dren, William.  Viola.  Edward  and  George.  Jr. 

Edwatu)  WEiDEXHAMEn.  SOU  of  William, 
was  born  Jan.  31,  1866,  in  Turl)iit  township. 
Xorthumberland  county,  near  the  borough  of  Mil-, 
ton.  Pa.  His  early  education  was  neglected  be- 
cause it  was  neces-sary  for  him  to  work  on  his 
father’s  farm.  Before  he  was  twelve  vears  old  he 
drove  team  regularly  and  made  a full  hand  haul- 
ing building  stone  from  the  farm  to  IMiUoii.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  his  father  allowed  him  to  leave 
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home  ami  earn  his  own  living.  He  tlieii  woikni 
mornings,  evenings  and  Saturdays  for  his  board, 
and  walked  four  miles  each  day  to  attend 
school.  He  was  a Jaithful  rdudent  and  his  progress 
in  Ids  studies  was  rapid.  During  the  wilder  of 
1887.and  1888  he  taught  school  si.\  months  in  Tur- 
but  township  at  the  maximum  salary,  thirty  dolhus 
a month.  Jn  .dpril,  1888,  he  entered  the  junioi' 
class  of  the  Central  State  normal  school  at  Lock 
Haven,  Pa.,  using  the  money  he  had  saved  to  ad- 
vance his  education,  and  in  June  passe<l  the  exam- 
ination admitting  him  to  the  senior  class  of  that 
school.  That  fall  he  again  taught  school  in  Turluit 
totvnship,  at  an  increase  in  salary.  In  1889  he 
entered  the  senior  class  of  the  Central  State  nor- 
mal school  and  graduated  in  June,  1890,  at  the 
head  of  his  class.  He  was  inunediately.  elected 
principal  of  the  Fourth  Ward  scliools  of  Lock 
Haven,  Pa.,  and  held  this  position  until  the  fall  of 
1893,  when  he  entered  Dickinson  College,  Carlisle, 
Pa.  During  the  summer  of  1893  he  began  to  work 
for  Ginn  & Company,  school  book  pul)lishers,  and 
by  working  for  them  during  each  vacation  he 
earned  enough  money  to  pay  his  expenses  the  fol- 
lowing year  at 'college.  In  June,  189(5,  when  he 
graduated.  President  George  E.  Peed  -of  Dickin- 
son College  said : ‘'Mr.  'Weidenhamer  has,  in  my 

judgment,  every  qualitication  for  any  position  to 
which  he  may  aspire,  and  will  be  sure  to  give  sat- 
isfaction. I know  of  no  man  whom  I could  more 
heartily  recommend.’’ 

Since  graduating  Mr.  AVeideidiamer  has  given 
all  his  attention  to  the  book  business,  in  which  he 
has  been  very  successful,  being  at  present  general 
agent  for  Ginn  ft  Company,  with  tifty-three  coun- 
ties in  Pennsylvania  under  his  charge.  He  is  him- 
self the  author  of  a well-known  textbook,  “^‘Weid- 
enhamers  [Mental  .Vrithmetic,''  nearly  500,000 
copies  of  which  have  already  heen*sold  throughout 
the  United  States.  Mri  Weidenhamer  has  been  a 
useful  citizen  in  [Milton,  where  he  has  .served  as 
president  of  council  and  in  many  other  prom- 
inent positions.  He  is  a member  cff  [Milton 
Lodge,  Xo.  35(5,  F.  d‘  .A.  IM.,  and  of  'Williamsport 
Consistory,  thirty-second  degree. 

In  February,  1901,  Mr.  Weidenhamer  married 
Alice  M.  Hanna,  daughter  of  W.  B.  Hanna,  of 
Lock  Haven,  Pa.  Thev  have  one  daughter.  Helen, 
bom  in  August,  1903. 

JOHX’’  G(JSS  has  lived  on  his  present  farm 
in  Palpho  townshi[)  since  he  bought  the  property, 
in  1890,  and  he  has  made  a numlier  of  valuable 
improvements  there  during  that  time.  He  is  a 
son  of  James  Goss  and  grand.son  of  William  Goss. 

James 'Goss  was  a shoemaker  and  followed  th.at 
trade  in  Shamokin.  this  county,  later  removing 
to  what  is  now  llalplio  township,  where  he  d.ied 
Dec.  550,  1854,  aged  forty-se\en  years,  seven 
months.*  He  is  bur'ed  at  the  Blue  church.  His 
34 
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wifo.  Mary  M.  i Dunkclherger ),  daughter  of  Henry 
l)unkelberger,  survived  him,  and  died  near  Pax- 
inos,  in  Hal[)ho  township.  Slie  remarried,  becom- 
ing the  wife  of  James  Van  Horn.  Fi\e  children 
were  horn  to  her  union  witli  James  Goss;  Beiine- 
ville,  Elizabeth,  William,  John  and  Peuhen.  By 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  \'au  Horn  she  had  three 
chihlren;  Franklin  P.,  Monroe  D.  and  Mary. 

John  Goss  was  born  Aug.  37,  1848.  in  Shamo- 
kiii,  and  he  receiced  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  near  his  boyhood  home.  When  a young 
man  he  learned  blacksmithing,  but  he  followed  the 
trade  only  a short  time,  engaging  in  farming.  In 
18!)0  he  bought  the  ])roperty  he  now  owns  in 
h’alpho  township.  In  189(5  he  built  the  present 
dwelling  on  that  ])lace,  whei’c  he  has  also  erected 
other  buildings.  Inning  lu’ought  the  farm  into  ex- 
cellent condition,  both  as  to  land  and  improve- 
ments. Though  a busy  man  he  has  found  time 
to  serve  the  township  as  school  director,  and  he 
has  also  been  an  active  nieml)er  of  the  Blue  Church, 
in  which  he  has  been  elder.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

Mr.  Goss  married  [Maiy  [M.  Bear,  daughter  of 
William  and  Susanna  ( Pothermel)  Bear,  and  they 
have  three  children:  Ada  L.  married  Thomas  W. 
Smith  and  has  a son,  Frank  L. ; Catharine  P.  is 
the  wife  of  Frank  Erdman,  at  present  serving  as 
county  commissioner  of  Xoithumljerhind  county: 
and  Anna  C.  is  the  wife  of  Aumond  J.  Startzel. 

LATSHA.  The  Latsha  or  Latshaw  family, 
which  has  many  representatives  among  the  best 
citizenship  of  Xorthuml)erland  county,  is  descend- 
ed from  one  Frantz  (John  Francis)  Latshar,  a 
native  of  Switzerland,  who  came  to  America  on 
the  "[Mortonhouse,’’  which  qualitied  at  Philadel- 
phia -Vug.  34,  1738.  Un  the  list  of  passengers 
ids  name  is  spelled  ‘‘Frans  Latshow."  His  first 
settlement  in  Pennsylvania  was  near  a place  called 
U})land.  in  Chester  county,  where  he  remained  a 
few  years,  .and  tlien  went  to  Oley,  Berks  counh’, 
later  settling  in  the  4’ulpehocken  Valley  in  the 
latter  county,  where  he  died.  He  made  a perma- 
nent home  in  (.'olebroukdale  townshii).  His  last 
will  and  testament,  made  in  1781,  was  probated 
Oct.  39,  1795.  He  was  twice  marrieil.  the  hirst 
time  in  Switzerland,  and  tiadition  .-ays  his  first 
wife  died  leaving  him  a numl)cr  of  small  children 
and  rto  one  to  help  in  the  house.  Accordingly  he 
went  to  Philadelphia  (as  the  i)ioneer'  were  ob- 
liged to  do  in  those  days  for  mercliandi>e  or  help) 
for  a woman  to  look  after  his  home  and  children, 
lie  was  told  of  a young  woman  of  good  'reput(' 
fimn  the ‘T'ulpehockcn  \'alley,  in  Berks  county, 
whose  husband,  a -Mr.  (Jabel.  had  died  on  tlu' 
\(>yage  to  -America.  lea\ing  his  wife  with  two  small 
chihlren.  -Vt  Philadcl|diia -she  lu'gan  a struggling 
life  witli  her  childi'im,  finding  a i)laco  as  servant 
in  a Leiinantown  famih’.  [\li'.  Lat.-har  liC'-amc 
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:u-quainte(l  with  lier.  persuaded  lier  to  accoiupan\- 
liim  home  as  liousekeeper,  aud  later  they  were 
married.  Her  son,  Henry  Gabel,  was  taken  along 
with  them,  and  early  in  life  was  taken  into  the 
Patter  household,  the  Putters  being  the  early  iron- 
masters of  Colebrookdale.  and  he  fell  heir  to  some 
of  the  Putter  money,  also  being  remembered  in 
his  stepfather's  will.  He  was  a Mennonite  and  is 
buiied  at  Boyertown;  Iris  birth  occurred  in  1734. 
Fiantz  Latshar  and  his  second  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sowers,  had  children  also.  He  left  a 
large  estate,  which  is  divided  equally  among  his 
children,  those  mentioned  in  his  will,  as  recorded 
in' Book  B,  page  3hS,  being  John,  Frantz,  Abra- 
ham, Jacob,  Mary  Lantes  (Landis),  Henry  Gabel 
(stepson),  Pebecca  Shelly  (deceased,  the  mother 
of  si.x  children)  and  Catharine  Lantz  (stepdaugh- 
ter), of  whom  Abraham  lived  on  the  Hereford 
township  (Berks  county)  farm  and  Frantz  else- 
M'here  in  the  same  township.  We  have  the  follow- 
ing account  of  the  sons. 

John  Latsha  lived  in  Colebrookdale  township, 
where  he  died  in  17'J4.  He  made  his  will  in 
1787  (Will  Book  B,  page  3G0),  dividing  his  es- 
tate among  his  brothers  and  sisters.  He  made  his 
home  with  his  brother  Jacob,  and  if  he  was  mar- 
ried he  had  no  children. 

Frantz  Latshar  (Latchar  )■  made  his  will  April  1, 
18(»?,  and  it  was  probated  July  1st  of  the  same 
year.  His  wife  Esther  survived  him  and  was  given 
400  pounds  in  gold.  They  had  three  sons,  Frantz 
and  Jacob  receiving  all  the  land  in  Hereford 
township,  and  John  the  homestead. 

Abraham  Latshar,  half  lu’other  of  John  (men- 
tioned ju't  below),  served  several  year.s  in  the 
Pevolutionarv  war,  holding  the  rank  of  major. 
Jacob  Latsha,  full  brother  of  Aljraham.  Avas  a lieu- 
tenant in  the  Pevolution,  in  tvhich  he  served  a 
number  of  years.  Abraham  Latsha  lived  in  the 
section  of  Colebrookrlale  tm\  iisldp  now  included  in 
Washington  township.  He  died  in  18-14.  His 
will,  in  English  script,  but  Gennan  words,  is,  on 
record  in  olume  -4,  page  114.  Jlis  children  were: 
81amuel.  Johannes,  Jacob,  Anna,  Elizabeth.  Cath- 
aiine,  Heinrich  (who  lived  for  a time  in  Clayton 
and  then  left- for  parts  unknown),  Alexander  and 
Altraham. 

The  founder  of  the  branch  of  the  familv  in 
Xorthundierland  county  with  which  this  article 
IS  concerned.  John  or  Johannes  Latsha  (Latshaw). 
Avas  undoulitedly  immediately  connected  Avith  the 
Latsha.s  referred  to  a!)ove.  having  been  born  in 
175G  in  Washington  township.  Berks  counly.  Ac- 
cording to  the  family  ho  Avas  a son  of  the  emigrant, 
lint  that  does  not  astree  Avith  the  more  coiu])lete 
account,  and  as  John  the  S(»n  of  Frantz  received 
his  fatlier's  homestead  it  seems  more  likely  he  Avas 
the  son  of  Abraham.  It  is  said  that  among. his 
father’s  chihlren  Avcre  also  Henry.  avIio  settled  in 
iMahanoy  t'lwnshi)),  X'orthumherhind  county,  he- 


foi'C  the  Pevohitionarv  Avar,  and  Abraham,  Avho 
settled  in  Chillisquacpie  tOAvnship,  X'orthumher- 
land  county  (evidently  the  Abraham  referred  to 
above) . 

John  Latsha,  Ijorn  in  17oG,  died  in  1810,  and 
is  buried  Avith  tAVo  of  his  sons,  Joseph  and  Gideon, 
in  a private  cemetery  on  the  farm  where  he  lived 
and  died.  If  not  tlie  first  settler  in  Avhat  is  noAV 
iMahanoy  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  he 
Avas  among  the  wny  first,  as  he  had  three  acres 
of  his  land  cleared  for  farming  before  the  Pca'o- 
lutionary  Avar.  He  took  up  a tract  of  304  acres 
from  the  Commonwealth,  erected  the  first  set  of 
buildings  on  the  land  (these  in  later  years  giving 
way  to  more  modern  structures),  and  folloAved 
fanning  there,  his  home  being  near  Mahanoy 
(.'hurch,  Avhere  he  died.  He  served  in  the  Pevohi- 
tionaiy  Avar-,  according  to  one  account  under  Cap- 
tain Farmer,  aud  after  his  discharge  had  tAvo 
thoirsand  dollars  coming  to  him.  The  Pennsyl- 
vania Archives.  5th  Series,  Volume  IT,  page  417, 
record  one  John  “Latcha”  a private  in  Capt.  LeAvis 
Farmer's  CompanA”,  Pennsylvania  Piile  Pegiment, 
177G  : Samuel  Miles,  colonel. 

John  Latsha’s  Avife,  Catharina  (Daniel),  Avas 
born  in  Tulpehoeken  tOAvnship,  Berks  county,  dan. 
58,  17G3,  and  died  Oct.  31.  1855,  in  her  ninetieth 
year.  (X.  B. : These  dates  are  given  for  Susanna, 
nee  Llaniel,  Avife  of  Johannes)  ; she  is  buried  in 
the  graveyard  at  Mahanoy  Church.  Seven  chil- 
dren Avere  born  to  this  pioneer  couple:  John,  Jo- 
hann Henry,  Frederick,  Daniel.  Catharine,  Mada- 
lena  and  Elizabeth.  Of  these.  John  Avas  a farmer 
and  lived  in  Washington  toAvnship.  His  Avife, 

aria  Cathaiine  Shutt,  bore  him  cliildren  as  fol- 
loAvs:  John,  Wendel  (born  March  4.  1811,  died 
iMarch  4,  187r>;  Avife  Susanna  Gon.-^er,  born  March 
58,  1815,  died  Dec.  17,  1805),  Isaac,  George,  Dan- 
iel. BevA  V and  Ketty. 

Johan  Fiiedeiich  Latsha,  son  of  John  an-d  Cath- 
aiina  (Daniel).  Avas  bom  Aug.  57.  17MS.  Avas  a 
farmer,  and  lived  and  died  on  the  farm  in  Wash- 
ington toAvnshii)  noAV  OAvncd  bv  William  iM.  Lat- 
sha; this  was  the  old  homestead,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  oAvncT ship  it  com]Arised  133>  acres.  His 
home  Avas  a log  cahin.  He  died  July  8,  1875, 
Avhen  over  eighty-six  years  old,  and  his  AAife.  iMag- 
dalena  (Wagner),  horn  iMarch  18.  1707.  tlied 
April  57,  1871,  Avhen  seventy-four  years  old.  They 
had  children  as  folloAvs:  Bctzy.  born  in  1817,  died 
in  1848.  unmarrieci  ; John  died  unmarried;  Polly 
married  Daniel  Kiehl ; IMagdalcna  married  Dan- 
iel Kiehl;  Mary  Ann  died  unmarried:  Isaac  mar- 
lii'd  Harriet  DeTurck  and  (second)  Susan  Schoff- 
.‘^tall;  Catharine  died  unmarried:  Frederick  \\  . is 
mentioned  beloAV ; Adam  W.  married  Wilhelmina 
Fegley.  All  tliis  faudly  lived  in  tin'  region  ahmit 
IMahanoy  Church. 

Fi(i-;ui-:i;iri\  M'.  liVTsitA  Avas  born  Jan.  7.  1837, 
on  the  Lat-^ha  lionu'-ti-ad.  and  receiAod  such  lim- 
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ited  ad\ iiatages  as  the  suli.'criptioii  schools  of  las 
boyhood  days  afforded.  He  was  reared  to  farming, 
'which  he  followed  all  his  life,  beginning  on  his 
own  account  after  his  jiiarriage,  and  in  1877  he 
came  to  the  place  in  Washington  township  where 
he  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death,  owning’  a 
highly,  cultivated  tract  of  sixty-seven  acres.  His 
death  occurred  iMay  18,  1010.  Mr.  Latsha,  with 
his  family,  rvas  a most  active  member  of  the  t?e- 
formed  congregation  of  St.  Peter's  (,'hurch,  which 
he  served  officially  as  deacon,  elder  and  trustee, 
and  he  and  his  family  donated  a memorial  win- 
dow, to  that  church.  The  Latshas  have  erected 
handsome  monuments  on  their  familv  burial  plot. 
Mr.  Eats!  la  was  a Democrat  in  political  connec- 
tion. He  was  a highly  esteemed  member  of  the 
community,  where  his  widow  is  no  less  respected 
as  a woman  of  sterling  <|ualities.  In  1863  iMr. 
Latsha  married  Mary  Reitz,  daughter  of  Simon 
and  Catharine  (Reed)  Reitz,  and  they  had  a fam- 
ily of  si.x  sons:  Levi  R.,  a farmer  of  M'ashington 
township ; Edward  R.,  a blacksmith,  of  Uniontown 
(he  has  a daughter,  ^label  Ellen)  ; John  Charles, 
who  operates  a threshing  machine  ; Henry  Reuben, 
a fanner,  who  assisted  his  father  until  the  latter’s 
recent  death;  George  H..  a merchant;  and  Daniel 
Lewis,  a blacksmith,  at  Mahanoy. 

Leve  R.  Latsha.  son  of  the  late  Frederick  IT. 
Latsha,  was  born  July  10,  186?,  and  has  always 
followed  farming.  He  owns  a valuable  tract  of 
ninety-two  acres  in  Washington  township,  an  old 
Hoffman  farm,  and  has  proved  himself  intelligent 
and  thrifty  in  his  cultivation  and  management  of 
the  place.  He  married  ilary  Ann  Ferster,  who 
was  born  March  .35.  1866,  anrl  died  May  29,  1905, 
the  mother  of  two  children:  Willard  Wesley,  born 
Sept.  17.  1901 ; and  IMary  Edna  Dianna,  who  died 
aged  ten  months,  eleven  days. 

Geoege  H.  Latska,  senior  member  of-  the  firm 
of  George  LI.  Latsha  & Brother,  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington township  Jan.  22,  1881,  son  of  the  late 
Frederick  W.  Latsha.  He  was  educated  in  the 
local  public  schools,  which  he  continued  to  attend 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  was  trained 
to  farm  work  from  hoyhood.  being  only  fourteen 
when  he  commenced  to  run  a huckster  wagon. 
L'or  fourteen  years  he  continued  thus  and  also 
took  his  produce  to  market,  gaining  considerable 
valuable  experience.  On  Doc.  5,  1908,  he  and  his 
brother  Daniel  I..  Latsha  formed  a partnership 
under  the  firm  name  of  George  H.  Latsha  & 
Brorher.  renting  the  old  established  store  and  ho- 
tel stand  at  Rebuck  which  they  now  conduct,  one 
of  the  oldest  places  in  the  district.  The  brothers 
have  liee.n  very  successful.  George  H.  Latsha.  the 
active  member  of  the  firm,  has  proved  his  business 
ability  in  the  management  of  the  store  and  hotel, 
and  has  made  an  assured  ]ilace  for  himself  among 
t!u*  substantial  young  men  of  the  township.  He  is 
a I )('uincrar.  and  his  fellow  eitizons  have  shov.n 


their  confidence  in  him  by  electing  him  treasurer 
of  Washington  township,  which  office  he  is  filling 
at  present.  His  religious  connection  is  with  the 
Reformed  congregation  of  tlie  Hiinmcl  Church. 

In  1900  Llr.  Latsha  married  Bruella  Sachoff- 
stail,  who  died  Jan.  1,  1907,  aged  twenty-three 
years,  ten  months,  sixteen  days,  and  they  had  three 
children.  Irene,  David  and  Fred.  Dn  May  30, 
1000,  he'  married  (second)  Fietta  Schretffer, 
daughter  cjf  X'athan  Sehrelller. 

Daxiee  Lewis  L.\tsiea,  youngest  son  of  Fred- 
eric-k  W.  Latsha,  was  horn  July  12.  1883,  in  Wash- 
ington township,  where  he  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated. When  eighteen  years  old  he  learned  his 
trade  from  his  brother  Edward,  a blacksmith,  and 
in  1001  engaged  in  business  for  himself  at  Maha- 
noy. in  .lackson  township,  where  he  has  ever  since 
been  located.  He  has  built  up  a large  trade  in 
general  blacksmithing  and  wheelwrighting,  em- 
ploying a wheelwright  for  that  branch  of  the  work. 
He  has  a half  interest  with  his  brother  George  H. 
Latsha  in  the  firm  of  George  H.  Latsha  Y Broth- 
ers. owners  of  the  stoi’e  and  hotel  stand  at  Rebuck, 
in  Washington  township,  conducted  by  Geortre  II. 
Latsha,  and  though  they  have  not  been  proprietors 
long  the  business  is  thriving  satisfactorily.  On 
Xov.  2,  1907.  DIr.  Latsha  married  Amelia  A. 
Tresslei’.  daughter  of  Adam  Ties-lcr.  of  Jackson 
township,  and  they  occupy  their  own  home  at 
IMahanoy.  IMr.  Latsha  is  a Reformed  member  of 
St.  I’cter's  Churcli  at  Mahanoy,  his  wife  belonging 
to  The  Lutheran  congregation  of  that  church.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Democrat,  but  though  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  party  has  not  l>een  particu- 
larlv  active. 


John  Henry  Latsha,  second  son  of  .John  and 
Gatharina  (Ilaniel)  Latsha,  was  boi'ii  May  15, 
1785.  and  died  June  30,  1859.  He  was  a carpen- 
ter. and  followed  that  trade  as  well  as  farming, 
living  at  the  place  in  IMahanoy  townshiji  occupied 
l»y  the  late  Frederick  W.  Latsha.  in  which  section 
he  was  rvell  and  favorably  known.  His  wife,  Mary 
Ann  (Eirich),  born  Dec.  16.  1821.  died  Sejff.  9, 
1888,  aged  eighty-six  years,  eight  months,  twen- 
tv-three  days.  Tiiey  had  children  as  follows ; Adam. 
Henry,  Abraham,  Eva,  Diary  Ann  and  Kate  (wife 
of  Henry  Wear),  all  residents  of  the  Ijorough  of 
Shamokin. 

Dfrs.  Diary  Ann  (Eirich)  Latsha's  grandfather 
hmght  under  Washington  in  the  Revolution,  and 
with  several  other  soldiers  was  killed  while  cross- 
ing the  Delaware  river.  He  married  Diary  A.  DVil- 
son,  who  after  his  death  became  the  wife  of  Abra- 
ham DIusser.  .lacob  Eirich,  son  of  this  Revolu- 
tionary soldier,  lived  in  D'ork  county.  Pa.,  for  a 
time,  thence  moving  to  Philad('l[)hia,  later  . to 
Sehuylkill  county,  and  eventually  to  X’orthumber- 
land  county,  settling  near  Shamokin.  By  trade 
he  was  a weaver,  later  finding  employment  in  the 
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XOKTIIU.MBEULAXD  COUNTY.  PEXYSYLVAXIA 


miiiLV.  lie  soi'xed  in  the  war  of  1ST3.  Jacoh 
Plirich  died  in  an  old  log  house  near  Sliamokin  in 
1861,  when  ninety-two  years  old.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Ilaag,  whose  fatlier  was.  drowned  at 
Columbia,  Pa..  . while  crossing  the  Susquehanna 
river.  Their  children  were;  John;  IMary  Ann, 
Mrs.  Latsha ; Margaret,  Mrs.  Enoch  Cole;  Eliza- 
beth, Mrs.  Isaac  Latsha;  Susan,  Mrs.  Martin; 
Jacol),  who  served  in  Company  K (Captain 
Strauss),  -18th  Regiment,  during  the  Civil  war; 
Henry,  who  served  in  the  same  company  and  regi- 
ment and  was  killed  in  the  mines  in  1863  shortly 
after  his  return  from  the  service;  and  .Hester,  who 
married  Ignatius  Ditman,  a coal  operator. 

Ada.m  L.vtsiia,  son  of  John  Henry  Latsha,  was 
l)orn  in  December.  1841,  in  Jackson  township, 
Xortluimberland  Co.,  Pa.,  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  brother  Abraham  at  Sliamokin.  He  has 
been  engaged  about  the  mines  for  many  years.  For 
fifteen  years  he  followed  mining,  and  since  1882 
has  been  a carpenter  in  the  employ  of  the  Ship- 
man  Coal  Company.  He  is  a highly  respected  cit- 
izen, and  one  of  the  well  known  residents  of  the 
borough.  Mr.  Latsha  was  made  a Mason  in  1882 
in  Sliamokin  T.,odge,  Xo.  25o,  F.  & A.  M.,  in  which 
he  still  liolds  membership. 

ABiiAUAit  L.\t.s£ia,  son  of  John  Henry  Latsha, 
was  born  in  irashington  township  Ma_v  27,  1854, 
and  has  long  made  his  home  at  Sliamokin.  When 
a youth  he  commenced  picking  slate  at  the  break- 
ers, and  later  followed  mining  for  many  years.  In 
1905  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  making 
candies,  in  winch  line  he  has  built  up  a remark- 
ably good  trade,  his  goods,  all  homemade  and  pure, 
finding  popular  sale  in  the  borough.  His  store 
is  at  '.Xo.  943  AVest  Arch  street.  Mr. 'Latsha  has 
proved  himself  an  admirable  manager  and  a man 
of  good  executive  ability,  and  the  extensive  trade 
he  now  enjoys  has  come  as  the  result  of  honorable 
methods,  honest  dealing  and  a sincere  effort  to 
please  his  patrons,  who  are  numerous.  He  is 
deeply  interested  in  the  family  history  and  the 
early  hisdorv  of  Mahanov  and  surrounding  town- 
ships, upon  '.\hicli  he  has  informed  himself  thor- 
oughly. 


AVilltavl  M.  Lat.stia,  a farmer  of  AA'ashington 
township,  was  born  April  30.  1878.  son  of  Adam 
AA'.  and  AAdlhelmina  (Fegley)  Latsha  and  grand- 
son of  Johan  Friedericli  and  Alagdalena  (AA’agnerl 
Latsha.  He  was  educated  in  the  towndiip  schools 
and  brought  up  to  farming,  working  for  his  par- 
ents until  1905.  in  which  year  he  purchased  the 
old  homestead,  which  bad  been  iir  the  Latsha  name 
for  tliree  generations  previously,  having  been 
owned  by  his  great-grand  father,  .lohannes.  by  his 
grand  fatlier  atid  by  his  father.  His  great-grand- 
father oi'iginally  took  u[)  over  three  hundred  acres, 
but  the  133-acre  tract  owned  by  AA’illiam  M.  Lat- 
sha wa.s  the  bome-tead  iilace.  Part  of  the  iailanei; 


is  now  owned  by  Isaac  Latsluiw,  and  part  of  what 
is  now  the  John  Schrclller  farm  was  also  included 
in  the  ancestor’s  possessions.  The  late  Frederick 
Latsha  owned  several  flehls  which  were  also  in- 
cluded in  the  land  taken  up  by  Johannes.  Johan 
Friedericli  Latsha,  grandfather  of  AA’illiam  M.. 
built  the  house,  barn  and  cider  house  now  standing 
on  the  latter's  farm;  the  weaver's  shop,  where  all 
kinds  of  weaving  could  be  done,  and  which  has 
four  rooms,  was  built  by  the  pioneer  Latsha.  AA’il- 
liam M.  Latsha  owns  his  grandfather’s  clock.  He 
is  a modern  farmer,  progressive,  using  the  most 
approved  implements  and  methods,  attends  the 
Sliamokin  markets  weekly,  and  is  a substantial  cit- 
izen. Like  his  forefathers  he  is  a Democrat  in  pol- 
itics, and  belongs  to  the  Reformed  Church. 

On  Aug.  16,  1903,  Mr.  Latsha  married  Laura 
IM.  Kehres,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  -Ann 
(Drumheller)  Kehres,  and  they  have  had  three 
children:  Goldie  M. ; Guy  L.,  who  died  in  in- 

fancy; and  Raymond  A. 


JoHX  F.  Latsita,  farmer  of  AA'asliington  town- 
siiip,  was  born  June  24,  1875,  on  the  homestead 
farm  in  that  township,  attended  the  local  schools 
and  passed  his  boyhood  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmers’  sons,  remaining'ht  home  until  he  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-four.  Since  the  spring  of  1901 
he  has  been  farming  at  Ids  present  place,  owning 
what  was  formerly  the  Alichael  Smith  farm,  of 
ninety-five  acres,  advantageously  located  on  the 
road  between  Mabanoy  and  Rebuck.  The  liarn 
was  liuilt  in  1883,  the  buildings  are  all  substan- 
tial, and  the  land  is  in  gooil  condition.  Mr.  Lat- 
sha is  local  agent  for  a fertilizer  company.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a Democrat,  andt  he  has  served  as  in- 
spector of  his  district. 

In  1900  Air.  Latsha  married  Agnes  Smith, 
daughtei;  of  Samuel  and  Seville  (Hetrich)  Smith, 
and  they  have  bad  five  children:  Beulah  (de- 

ceased ill  infancy),  Samuel,  Frederick,  Gertie,  and 
Anna  (who  died  in  infancy).  Mr.  Latsha  ami  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
which  he  served  four  years  as  deacon. 

AIOSES  H.  TROUTAIAX.  general  meixhant  of 
Sliamokin.  was  born  July  1,  1869,  in  Jordan  town- 
ship, Xortluimberland  county,  and  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  Sliamokin  since  he  left  the  farm  upon  at- 
taining his  majority.  He  has  a well  establislied 
business  at  Xo.  22  South  Second  street,  where  he 
has  been  located  since  190,1. 

Jacob  Troutman,  his  great-grandfather,  was 
burn  in  the  Tulpehockeii  ATilley  in  Berk.s  county, 
ami  we  give  some  general  early  history  of  the 
Troutmans  of  that  section.  The  Troutman  family 
(d'  western  Berks  countv  bail  settled  prior  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  county,  in  1752,  in  Tulpchocken 
townshi]),  where  Hieroniiiius  Troutman  on  Get.  13- 
1752,  obtained  tuo  warrants,  each  for  twenly-fivo 
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acres  of  laud  located  in  that  part  of  Lancaster 
county  now  einliraced  in  Lebanon  county.  On 
iMarcli  23,  1802,  h.e  .and  Abraham  Troutman  (a 
relative)  jointly  obtained  a warrant  for  152.80 
acres  of  land  in  XYrthumberland  county.  The 
records  sh.ow  tliat  at  this  time  he  was  a taxable  in 
Tulpehocken  township,  Berks  county,  tlie  Penn- 
sylvania Arcliivos  reconling  the  following  in  1T68: 
‘‘Peter  Troutman,  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Tulpe- 
hocken; Philip  Troutman,  100  acres;  Valentine 
Troutman,  six  acres  ; and  Michael  Troutmaip  211-1 
acres.’’  I’reviously,  in  1150,  one  John  Troutman 
paid  'eleven  pounds  tax  in  Tulpehocken  township. 
In  1110  the  tax  lists  show;  "Valentine,  single- 
man; John,  singleman  and  tailor,  and  Peter, 
weaver.''  In  1110  Michael  Troutman  owned  215 
acres  of  land,  six  horses,  six  cattle,  and  paid  seven 
pounds,  thirteen  shillings  tax,  showing  that  he  was 
a large  property  owner.  It  is  traditional,  and  rec- 
ords confirm  it,  that  Hieronimus  Troutman  had 
these  sons;  iMichael,  born  Xov.  8,  1146,  died  Xov. 
1,  1804;  Valentine,  born  June  17,  1152,  died 
April  10,  1823;  Johannes,  born  Feb.  4,  1155,  died 
Feb.  2.  1823;  Joliann  Philip,  born  Aug.  0,  1158, 
died  Feb.  23,  1830. 

Michael  'Troutman,  the  eldest  of  this  family, 
made  his  will  Aug.  3,  1804,  and  died  aliout  three 
months  later.  In  the  ■will  he  mentions  his  wife 
Susanna,  who  was  to  receive  the  property  in  Tul- 
pehocken township  on  which  they  lived,  besides 
other  items.  Ample  provision  was  made  for  her. 
They  had  no  issue.  After  leaving  a l)e(juest  h) 
Host  Church  of  twenty  pounds,  to  care  for  his 
grave,  Michael  Troutman  divided  the  rest  of  his 
estate  among  his  hrothers,  whom  he  mentioned 
thus;  Valentine,  John  who  had  a son  Michael,  and 
Philip. 

Valentine  Troutman  served  during  the  Pevo- 
lution  in  September,  1116,  in  Capt.  Michael  Fur- 
rer's  conipany.  and  was  sent  to  Long  Island.  He. 
married,  and  among  Ids  children  was  a daughter, 
Eva  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in  1185  and  died 
unmarried  in  1804. 

Philip  Ti’outman  married  Magdalena,  a born 
Troutman,  possil.ily  a descendant  of  Abraham,  who 
was  a relative  of  Hieronimus.  She  was  born  Feb. 
16,  1153.  and  died.  Dec.  .20.  1831.  aged  eighty-one. 

All  of  the  above  Troutmans  are  Imried  at  Host 
church,  in  the  old  graveyard  adjoining  it  on  the 
southwest.  Many  of  the  gravestones,  are  brown 
sandstones,  and  the  inscriptions  on  them  were  de- 
cipliered  with  some  ditticulty  liy  William  d.  Diet- 
rich,  of  Beading,  and  Squire  Frank  W.  Trout- 
man, of  Stouchsburg,  Berks  county.  Immediately 
back  of  the  church  is  an  old  sandstone  on  which 
apjiears  the  following  inscription ; 

‘‘Eva  Elizabeth  Troutman  Sei  ist  gaboren  den 
6 Januar,  im  yahr  1116,  und  starb  am  1 Januar  in 
yahr  111)1.  Bi'acht  ehr  alter  zu  IS  yalir.  4 monat. 
und  3 tag."  This  possibly  was  the  wife  of  the  an- 


cestor Hieronimus  Troutman,  and  the  mother  of 
the  sons  before  mentioned. 

Johannes  Troutman,  son  of  the  ancestor,  was 
horn  in  1155  and  died  in  1823.  He  was  married 
(first)  iMay  13,  1187,  to  Maria  Elizabeth  Hoff- 
man, and  (.second)  to  Sybilla  Himmelbergcr,  who 
was  born  -Ian.  7,  1774,  and  died  Eov.  21),  1858. 
Among  his  children  were;  Michael,  born  Aug.  2, 
1788,  died  July  19,  1840;  John  Jaool),  horn  Dlay 
18.  111)1.  died  March  6,  1862;  Elizabeth,  born  in 
111)6,  died  in  1866. 


Jacob  Troutman,  who  was  born  in  the  Tulpe- 
hocken \'allev  in  Berks  county,  had  children, 
Closes,  .John,  Peter  and  Cornelius.  (From  the 
St.  David’s  Church  records  and  Bohner's  Union 
cemetery,  in  .Lower  iMahanov,  we  find  that  a Ja- 
cob Troutman,  born  ,lan.  13,  1192,  died  Aug.  15, 
1854;  his  wife  Magdalene,  born  May  21,  1194. 
died  Sept.  28,  1811.  This  is  on  a large  marble 
monument  in  Bohner’s  cemetery,  and  from  the 
same  source  Ave  fnd  that  Cornelims,  son  of  Jacob 
and  iMagdalena,  born  ^larch  12.  1828.  died  ,Iune 
4,  1881;  hi.s  Avife  Esther,  born  Sept.  14,  1839.  died 
Feb.  21,  1811.  These  records  may  pertain  to  Ja- 
cob and  his  children.  The  ones  Ave  have  just  given 
seem  to'  be  Avithout  doubt  their  records  of  liirth  and 
death.  The  folloAving  may  pertain  to  the  sons 
.John  and  Peter.  John,  born  June  11,  1811,  died 
iMarch  22,  1901;  wife  Sarah,  born  Oct.  19,  1811. 
<licd  A])ril  4,  1841.  Peter,  Jiorn  .Tan.  12.  1831, 
died  Dec.  31,  1891.) 

iMoses  1’routman,  son  of  Jacob.  folloAve'l  farm-- 
ing  in  the  Mahanoy  Valley,  living  in  .Iordan 
township,  Xorthumberland  county,  and  he  and  his 
Avife  Elizabeth  (B.ohner)  are  buried  at  the  Union 
church  near  PilloAV.  Their  childi-en  Avere ; Sol- 
omon; Gilbert,  living  at  Miller'burg;  and  .Tacob, 
also  a resident  of  Millersburg. 

Solomon  Troutman,  son  of  iMoses.  Avas  born  Dee. 
25,  184(i.  and  died  in  1891  in  Schuylkill  county, 
being  liuried  at  Leib.  tliat  county.  While  a resi- 
dent of  Jordan  township  he  followed  farming  and 
Avas  a Avell  knoAvn  and  respected  citizen  of  his  com- 
munity, moving  thence  to  Schuylkill  county,  Avhero 
he  continued  to  farm  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Leshcr,  Avho  died  in  1893.  and  both 
Avere  members  of  the  Evangelical  ('Imrch.  They 
Avei'e  the  ])arents  of  the  folloAving  children:  Ellen, 

Avife  of  William  ^lasser;  IMo.ses  H. ; .Jane.  avIio  mar- 
riei1  Louis  Herring  and  (second  ) ■ .John  Pc-ard  : 
William:  Amanda,  Avife  of  Cyrus  Knerr;  dacoli; 
Emma.  avIio  died  aged  twenty-tAvo  A'ears : Clayton, 
of  Shamokin;  Agnes,  Avife  of  .Tohn  Beyler;  and 
Hanw,  Avlio  lives  at  Frcdericksliurg.  Pennsylvania. 

Moses  H.  Troutman  attended  the  schools  in  the 
neighborhood  of  his  early  home  and  worked  u[)on 
the  farm  until  lu‘  reached  the  age'  of  twenty-one. 
since  Avhich  time  he  has  made  his  home  in  Sham- 
okin. His  first  position  in  Ihc  borough  wa-;  Avith 
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Burd  & Bogers,  for  wliom  he  clerked  eleven  years, 
remaining  with  this  well  known  rirm  until  he  com- 
menced business  on  liis  own  account,  in  IhOl.  He 
has  a fine  store  at  XY.  2'i  South  Second  street, 
stocked  with  a good  line  of  general  merchandise, 
and  has  done  a steadily  growing  business,  ranking 
witli  the  prosperous  men  in  his  line  in  the  bor- 
ough. He  is  a member  of  the  Business  IMen’s  As- 
sociation. and  in  that  connection  and  other,  ways 
has  shown  Ids  public  spirit  and  loyalty  to  the  gen- 
eral interest  and  welfare.  Outside  of  business  his 
particular  interest  is  in  the  Evangelical  Church,  of 
'which  he  is  an  earnest  member;  he  is  at  present 
serving  as  member  of  the  board  of  trustees,  and  he 
.was  long  active  in  the  Sunthpv  school,  being  a 
teacher  for  twelve  years.  Fraternally  he  holds 
’ membership  in  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  Dec.  11,  18!)2,  l\Ir.  Troutman  married  Xora 
Wasser,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  (Wag- 
ner) Wasser,  of  Mahantango  Valley,  and  they  have 
eight  children,  namely:  Catharine,  Bov.  Bussel, 

Merrile;  Beulah,  Leonard,  Eli:;abeth  and  Leon  Ed- 
' ward.  The  older  children  are  assi.sting  their  fa- 
ther in  the  store. 

MALICK.  The  Malick  family,  which  was  one 
of  the  earliest  families  in  Xorthumberland  cortnty, 
having  been  settled  in  this  region  since  Ivefore  or 
about  the  period  of  the  Bevolution,  is  of  German 
extraction.  The  early  spelling  of  the  name  was 
Melick,  or  IMehlig,  but  it  is  now  found  in  various 
forms,  IMalick,  Malich,  Mellick,  etc.  One  Jacob 
Malick,  with  whose  descendants  we  are  concerned 
in  this  article,  and  five  brothers  came  to  this  coun- 
try from  Gerniany,  four  of  the  brothers,  among 
whom  was  Jacob,  settling  along  the  Sus- 
quehanna river  in  vvhat  is  now  Lower  Aug- 
usta township,  X'orthumberland  county,  in 
the  region  of  Sunbury.  They  werp  among 
the  pioneers  in  that  section,  where  their 
descendants  are  now  very  numerous,  several 
branches  of  the  family  being  well  represented. 
There  is  reconl  of  three  brothers,  Peter,  Henry  and 
another  who  died  soon  after  his  marriage,  leavr 
ing  a widow  and  one  daughter.  'I'his  does  not 
quite  agree,  however,  with  the  Federal  Census  Be- 
port  of  17!)0.  which  records  Peter.  Henrv  and  a 
Widow  Melich  a'=  heads  of  families  in  X'orthuiu- 
lierland  countv.  I’eter  Melieh  had  one  son  and  six 
daugliters;  Henry  had  one  daughter;  the  widow 
h.ad  two  daughters.  Among  the  ta.xables  of  Au- 
gusta township,  in  1188,  were  David  and  John 
Melick. 

According  to  one  account,  the  Malicks  came  to 
Pennsylvania  from  Xew  Jersey,  settling  in  the 
woods  in  what  was  then  Xorthumberland  (now 
Columbia)  county,  at  the  present  location  of  Light- 
street.  At  any  rate,  the  pioneer  Peter  Malick 
lived  there  until  tlie  time  of  the  Wvoming  mas- 
sacre. 'File  family  were  panic-strickcii.  at  tlie  re- 


port that  the  Indians  were  ap}>roaching  on  tim  war- 
path, and  the  men  hastily  got  the  horses  together, 
the  women  collecting  clothing,  etc.,  which  they 
tied  to  a young  mare.  The  animal  took  fright  at 
its  umistial  burden,  ran  away  and  was  shot  lyv  the 
Indians.  Eventually,  men,  women  and  children 
had  to  make  their  way  on  foot  to  Fort  Augusta,  at 
Sunbury,  which  had  been  built  in  1?3G,  and  there 
the  family  remained  until  the  immediate  danger 
was  over.  It  appears  that  Jacob  Malick.  son  of 
I’eter  ilalick,  Jr.,  obtained  his  land  in  tliat  region 
through  the  fainily's  escape  to  the  fort  for  safety. 
Peter  Melick,  Sr.,  made  a will,  l)ut  we  have  not 
found  it  on  record  at  Sunbury.  Peter  Melick,  Jr., 
of  Wyoming  township,  made  his  will  March  6, 
1T8D;  it  was  probated  June  3,  1789.  He  be- 
(pieaths  to  his  wife  Mary  “'Mellick.’'  and  to  chil- 
dren: son  John  (double  daughter  Christiana 

shall  have)  ; son  Peter  (double  of  daughter  Char- 
ity) ; son  Mickel  (double  of  daughter  i\fargaret)  ; 
son  Henry;  son  David:  and  daugliters  Cristaua, 
Charity,  Margaret  and  Elizabeth.  Some  children 
died  young. 

One  David  Malick,  born  Oct.  L 1739,  died  in 
1831.  His  old  family  Bible  is  now  in  the  posses- 
sion of  Mrs.  William  F.  Keefer,  of  Sunbury,  a dis- 
tant relative  of  the  Malicks. 

The  Jacob  IMalick  above  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  what  is  now  Ijower  Augusta  town- 
ship, Xorthumberland  county,  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  and  died  there.  His  son  Peter, 
born  in  that  township,  was  a well  known  man  of 
his  day  and  a large  land  owner,  having  about  fivn 
hundred  acres.  He  died  in  1871.  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-tive  years,  and  is  buried  at  a church  in  Low- 
er Augusta  township.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Beeser,  was  a native  of  X’orthumberland 
county.  They  had  children  as  follovs's;  William; 
John  B. : David;  Peter  : Jeremiah,  who  died  in 
1872,  at  the  age  of  thirty-six  years ; Samuel ; Dan- 
iel; Pisther,  born  Aug.  28,  1828.  who  died  in  1909 
(she  was  the  wife  of  xidain  Benn  and  lived  in 
Sunbury)  ; Harriet,  who  married  Alexander  Zort- 
rnan  : Diary  A.,  who  married  Jere.  Benn,  brother  oj 
Adam,  and  settled  in  Iowa. 

William  Dlalick,  son  of  Peter,  was  born  in  the 
old  home  in  Lower  Augusta  township.  He  liecame 
an  early  contractor  and  builder  in  his  disrrict,  tie- 
ginning  that  business  when  he  had  to  do  all  the 
work,  from  the  hewing  of  the  timber  in  the  woods 
to  the  very  completion  of  the  houses  and  barns  lie 
constructed.  Dlanv  buildings  in  the  neighborhood 
and  in  adjoining  localities  were  of  his  construc- 
tion. He  died  in  1888.  and  is  buried  at  the  Stone 
Church  in  Lower  Augusta  township.  His  wife, 
Hannah  ( Heilman),  daugliter  of  Daniel  Heilman, 
boi'e  him  children  as  follows:  Dr.  Hiram  died  in 

1889;  Harriet  married  a Keifer  and  has  children, 
Peter,  P’rank,  Harrv  and  Jennie;  Maria  is  the 
widow  of  Jacob  Wolf  (they  had  a sou  Clement)  : 
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Siuioa  P.  is  mentioned  below ; William  married 
a Waid  (they  have  Arthur  and  Melvin). 

Sniox  P.  IM-Vlick,  a well  known  general  con- 
tractor and  builder,  was  horn  Ang  1,  1848,  in 
Lower  Augusta  township,  son  of  William  Malick. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools, 
and  when  a young  man  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  under  his  fathers  instruction,  remaining 
with  him  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  After  that  he  found  emjdoyment  in  sur- 
rounding tmvns  until  he  came  to  Sunhury  in  1871, 
engaging  in  business  for  himself.  From  1873  to 
1878  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Kailroad  Company,  as  a carpenter,  and  he  tlien  re- 
turned to  contiacting  and  building  on  his  own  ac-, 
count.  Many  of  the  buildings  in  Sunhury  have 
been  erected  by  him,  and  he  has  a mill  on  Tenth 
street  where  he  gives  employment  to  from  forty 
to  fifty  mechanics.  He  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent citizens  of  Sunhury,  not  only  as  a business 
man  hut  also  in  the  conduct  of  public  alfairs,  for 
he  has  served  as  councilman  and  served  as  chief 
burgess  of  East  Sunhury  borough.  He  was  one  of 
the  organizers  and  is  vice  president  of  the  Sun- 
bury  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  was 
also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Sunhury  Trust 
and  Safe  Deposit  Company,  of  which  he  is  still 
serving  as  a director.  He  is  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics and  a Lutheran  in  religion,  belonging  to 
Zion's  Church,  which  he  served  many  years  as 
deacon  and  elder. 

Mr.  Malick  married  Julia  Bloom,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Julia  (Bartholow)  Bloom,  and  they 
have  had  three  children : Bessie  married  Eobert 

Messimer  and  has  three  children,  Hazel,  Julia  and 
Robert  W. ; Elmer  is  mentioned  below;  Emma, 
who  lives  with  her  parents,  is  a graduate  of  the 
Williamsport  Academy,  class  of  1906.  The  fam- 
ily occupy  a handsome  residence  on  Catawissa  av- 
enue, Sunhury. 

ELMPUi  A^.  AIalick  has  passed  practically  all 
his  life  in  Sunhury,  where  he  was  born  April  12, 
1871.  He  received  his  education  there,  being  a 
member  of  the  first  class  which  graduated  from 
the  high  school  in  East  Sunhury,  in  1889.  That 
spring  he  received  a license  to  teach  public  school 
from  Prof.  AA'illiam  Bloom,  and  he  had  his  first 
experience  in  Ealpho  township,  this  county,  at  the 
Pocahontas  school.  After  assisting  his  father  for 
some  time  in  his  planing  mill  and  building  oper- 
ations, he  took  the  civil  service  examination  for 
letter  carrier  in  Sunhury,  in  a class  of-  forty-two, 
and  was  the  second  carrier  a])pointed  in  the  bor- 
ough. Ho  served  in  that  capacity  for  seven  years, 
until,  in  1908,  he  began  his  present  general  mer- 
cantile business  at  No.  256  Catawissa  avenue.  He 
opened  his  store  Feb.  17th.  Air.  AIalick  carries  a 
large  stock  and  has  had  a profitable  trade  from 
the  start.  He  is  a man  of  excellent  business  abil- 


ity and  upright  methods,  and  has  succeeded  in 
holding  his  patronage  by  honorable  dealing.  He 
owns  his  own  home,  a large  and  comfnrtaljle  resi- 
dence at  . No.  303  Catawissa  avenue.  Socially  Air. 
.Malick  belongs  to  the^A[odern  Woodmen  of  Amer- 
ica. 

On  June  19,  1900,  Air.  AIalick  married  Claia  AI. 
Alessimer,  daughter  of  J.  T.  Alessimer,  of«Sun- 
buiy.  They  have  no  children. 

Jacob  Alessimer,  grandfather  of  Airs.  AIalick, 
was  a native  of  Center  township.  Perry  Co.,  Pa., 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  when  his 
son  John  T.  was  two  years  old;  he  is  buried  in  an 
old  graveyard  at  Bloomfield.  He  married  Alargar- 
et  Alarshall,  who  died  in  1883,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-seven years.  They  had  a family  of  five  chil- 
dren, all  deceased;  Eobert, Wilson,  James,  Alag- 
gie  and  John  T. 

John  T.  Alessimer,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in 
November,  1846,  and  died  in  1902.  He  was  a 
shoemaker  by  trade,  but  for  the  last  thirty  years 
of  his  life  rvas  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railway  Company  as  gang  boss.  AVhile  in  Perry 
c-ounty  he  served  as  tax  collector,  and  he  removed 
thence  to  Sunhury  in  1881,  passing  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  the  borough.  His  wife,  Emma  AVet- 
zel,  daughter  of  George  Wetzel,  of  Perry  county, 
died  in  1905,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  Eobert,  AViiliam,  Alary 

(Airs.  Samuel  AATllits),  Clara  AI.  (Airs.  Elmer 
AT  AIalick),  Rebecca  J unmarried ) , Seymour,  AVil- 
son  and  Charles. 


Henry  AIalick,  the  grandfather  of  Emanuel 
AIalick.  of  Shamokin,  came  from  Germany  and 
settled  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  Northuiuber- 
land  county,  on  a farm  about  two  and  a half 
miles  from  the  Suscjuehanna  river.  He  had  a largo 
tract  of  land,  wh.ich  later  was  divided  into  two 
farms.  AVheii  the  Aliles  Run  United  Brethren 
Church  was  organized,  at  the  schoolhouse  of  that 
name,  in  the  winter  of  1835,  it  was  through  tlie 
efforts  of  Henry  and  his  brother,  Peter  Malick. 
Henry  AIalick  is  buried  at  AIalick  Church,  in 
Lower  Augusta  township.  His  children  were : 
John  \Y.,  David,  Henry,  Harriet  (married  Peter 
Zimmerman),  Hettie  (married  Peter  Shcaii'er). 
Lucy  (married  Joseph  Arnold)  and  Elizabeth 
(married  John  Henninger). 

John  W.  AIalick,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  in 
1812,  and  died  in  I860.  He  was  a lifelong  farmer, 
owning  part  of  the  original  homestead,  and  also 
owned  and  conducted  a sawmill.  He  sold  this 
farm  before  his  death  and  removed  to  Limestone 
AYlley,  about  half  a mile  from  the  old  homo  placiu 
where  he  died.  He  married  Susan  Heim,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Heim,  and  they  had  children  as 
follows:  Samuel,  deceased;  Emanuel:  Hiram,  liv- 
ing at  AVilliamstown,  Dauphin  county  ; Isaiah,  liv- 
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ing  iu  Sliamokiii,  I’a. ; Juhii  L.,  aBo  of  Sliamokiu ; 
William,  deceased;  and  Emma  J.,  wife  of  John 
Linderman,  of  Sliamokin. 

Emaxi'el  Malick,  son  of  John  W.,  was  born 
May  7,  1840,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  ids' native  township.  His  early  life  was 
spent  in  farm  work  at  home,  and  in  1864  he  came 
to  Shamokin,  where  he  began  work  in  the  mines, 
following  this  line  for  about  nineteen  years.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  general  store  business  in  part- 
nership with  W.  H.  IMalick  and  Flora  Shuman, 
after  six  years  buying  out  the  interest  of  his  part- 
ners and  taking  over  the  business  entirely  on  his 
own  account.  He  continued  it  until  1900,  when  he 
engaged  in  the  restaurant  business,  which  he  has 
since  followed,  and  in  connection  with  which  he 
is  a cigar  jobber  and  confectioner.  He  has  two 
places  of  business,  one  on  Spruce  street  and  an- 
other at  Shamokin  and  Commerce  streets,  in  Sham- 
okin, and  he  is  making  a success  of  both  establish- 
ments. Mr.  Malick  married  Hannah  Diliplain, 
daughter  of  Ezekiel  Diliplain,  and  five  children 
have  been  bom  to  them : Katie  is  married 

to  C.  C.  Malick  and  has  a son  Ifobert; 
Andrew  died  in  1909,  at  the  age  of  thir- 
ty-six years,  leaving  two  children,  Leon  aud 
Chester;  William  died  when  twenty-two  years 
old;  Frederick,  a graduate  of  Dickinson  Col- 
lege, Carlisle,  Pa.,  is  now  vice  principal  of  the 
Dover  (Del.)  Academy  ; Flora  0.  is  unmarried  and 
resides,  at  home.  The  family  reside  at  X'o.  508 
Market  street. 

Mr.  ^Malick  is  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  aud  in  fraternal  connection  he  holds 
membership  in  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  Encampment 
and  also  in  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  He  is  a Piepublican 
in  polities,  and  for  a number  of  years  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  local  affairs,  having  served  many  years 
as  assessor  of  Coal  township,  six  years  as  school 
director,  and  for  six  years  as  member  of  the  poor 
board  of  Coal  township,  giving  excellent  satisfac- 
tion in  every  capacity. 

Geouge  ay.  Malick,  a successful  young  busi- 
ness man  of  Herndon,  is  descended  through  the 
line  of  Henry,  one  of  the  emigrant  brothers  named 
as  progenitors  of  this  family. 

John  Malick,  great-grandfather  of  George  AA'., 
lived  in  the  Mahantango  Yalley,  aud  is  buried  in 
that  section.  IFis  son  Henry,  who  was  a miller  in 
Mahantango  A^alley,  is  buried  at  St.  Peters 
Church,  in  Jackson  township,  Xorthumberland 
countv.  Among  his  sons  were  John  and  George 
Henry,  besides  others  wlio  died  young  and  are 
buried  at  Himmers  Cluuvh.  near  Pelmok. 

George  Henry  Alalick,  fatlu'r  of  George  W.,  was 
a miller  in  his  early  life,  later  becoming  a drovei' 
and  butcher.  AVldle  engaged  in  that  line  he  lived 
at  Lake  Hill,  but  ho  afterward  became  engaged  iu 
farming  at  Herndon,  owning  175  acres.  He  died 


Aug.  31,  1908,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years,  and 
is  buried  in  the  Odd  Fellows  cemetery  at  Sham- 
okin. His  death,  which  •'occurred  at  the  Miners’ 
hospital,  was  caused  by  gangrene  of  the  fexjt, 
lirought  on  by  cutting  a troublesome  corn.  Air. 
Alalick  was  a well  known  man  of  his  day,  having 
hold  several  township  offices,  and  was  originally  a 
Democrat,  later  a Eepulilican,  in  politics.  He 
married  Caroline  Heppler,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Heppler,  of  Hepler,  Pa.  They  luid  a family  of 
six  children:  Jane  married  George  L.  Snyder; 

Lizzie  married  Lewis  Ifeim;  Kate  (deceased) 
married  John  Lyon  and  (second)  Daniel  Schleif; 
Carrie  marrieil  E.  C.  Fouil ; Francis  died  at  the 
age  of  seven  years,  of  diphtheria,  at  Girardville; 
George  AA”.  is  mentioned  below. 

George  AAa  Alalick  was  born  Alay  19,  1880,  at 
Herndon,  and  was  seven  years  old  when  his  par- 
ents moved  thence  to  Shamokin,  where  he  received 
the  greater  part  of  his  education.  AAdien  old 
enough  he  took  up  dentistry  with  K.  S.  G.  Aloore, 
of  Shamokin,  but  after  two  years  he  gave  up  the 
idea  of  following  that  profession  and  entered  the 
employ  of  I.  AA'.  Forry  & Son,  hosiery  manufac- 
turers. He  was  with  them  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  was  employed  by  Pessler  & Co.,  hosiery 
manufacturers,  until  that  firm  discontinued  busi- 
ness. He  then  opened  a mill  for  Aladeira  & AAYn- 
ner,  at  Lyon  Station,  Pa.,  continuing  there  for 
Oiiu  3'car,  when  the  establishment  was  moved  to 
Fleetwood.  Air.  Lyon  embarked  in  the  business 
on  his  own  account  at  Lv'on  in  Xovember,  190-2, 
and  was  there  for  two  years,  late  in  1904  removing 
to  Herndon,  where  he  has  since  been  located.  He 
has  a two-story  building  58  by  '28  feet  in  dimen- 
sions. where  he  runs  twenty-five  machines,  giving 
employment  to  thirty-five  people,  and  he  also  op- 
erates a mill  across  the  Sustpiehanna  river,  at 
Port  Treverton,  where  twentv-  machines  are  o^ier- 
ated,  giving  employment  to  twenty-five  people. 
Air.  Alalick  is  sole  proprietor  of  both  cstabli.fii- 
ments,  the  one  at  Port  Treverton.  however,  being 
under  the  management  of  Henry  Aforrow.  A readv 
market  is  found  for  the  product,  wliich  has  an 
excellent  reputation  among  dealers. 

In  1899  Air.  Alalick  married  Priscilla  Rhoades, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Lila  (Levan)  Rhoades, 
of  Shamokin,  and  they  have  had  two  children.  Ir- 
win George  Henry  and  Lila  Priscilla.  Air.  Alalick 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  He  belongs  to  the  Atasonic  fraternitv, 
holding  membership  in  Lafayette  Lodge,  Xo. 
19  4.  F.  & A.  AL,  at  Selin's  Grove,  Pa.,  and  to  the 
Alodern  AA'oodmen  of  America,  belonging  to  the 
lodge  at  Herndon.  He  is  a Republican  in  poli- 
tics, and  is  serving  at*  jiresent  as  member  of  the 
Herud(jn  school  board. 

John  Alalick,  brother  of  Ge^irge  Henry  and  uncle 
of  George  AY.,  was  the  hi'^torian  of  tb.e  familv.  He 
was  educated  for  the  medical  profes?i(ui,  but  never 


m 


.YtrjfO  0 wi:^'H:^nrnfQ*?r^ 

I 


*■  ».’**{• 
:**  ' 


aes 


■>®‘ 


bate  *Wfir}*t  V»  w«jj6  odl  J«  ,fr8  ai  §iii. 

J«  «f- ooiititf}';i  aitet  ii^  imriiH  ,mfeUU7Ar,j 


5j 


'<M'.MiiK  <«flt  }*  /vfna_y;>ijr  d(>«tl/r  'iS®', 

>«c^\  adl  !«►  btim%ati'^  'Hi  ?6w'' 

/rl/.  jnm  iwit-soUfucni'  fc  ^niiiir>  ’{d  no"  Jjljtirorrf  *" 


. . ,m^(ffamB:ti>  v,nftnTT9i_^ 
jclrj -rAJcal^  .1 


?;urfnd  ,>nf)  if^j!  1«.  fiaaj  ntronj!  Ih'u  Ji  A8t/  jloilaiC 


*»#  IB  ?ii{  Moinitjo  lifl#  ,'Jiftt  ^t.r(0l/^;'y„ 

yJ*^  wd  Jo  ^ 


ft  flittfii^(K»  r>«B'.^^9»jTto  qh!Afl7/«y!'Ji4WTyf  Wy4  i^iE  RJ  baa 


*jH  .WJjjoq  »i  ^nB:iiijJiM{5»H  f;  TihLoi 
ilrj'r^.il)  Jo  viJif^uab  ^73lrj(}iiU  'iiiH^rtaD  t>*ji’f7«)fi 
lo  V'i/.IDl«i  J;  .bitil  (WiT  .R‘[ 


,<!fl;ionT'firf01  c4  ;i* 

a?|  9flU  rirft  ^.«iwij4fe»l ' 

^'ni'«40mf^  l/3v)a35  wJi  «’t 


i.onr-s  jJ.  ‘j^vxjiJ  him&m  wisl  i twriWirlo  xi-.  staUttlt  H .7/.  ibiw  qulaifliR  ► 

■«  jiiu^JI  ftfwo^I  iwirram  oisAtif  9ifrii/o 


;'»i**Ifr>^.  hiaiCf  (bfoxjo?)  J'ac  ®tW.  bohiem 
•i'{  ifi  -^'>5h  fer^fjij’i'i  : UwoH  ^)  I'^^Whfn  •j)T<aO' 
•.  fli / fi1«*!irJ  in 


}tiif:  ' mb  ,icr/o  boj*.  ^.v*a 

afl.MWf  h'imifRtyj  jilt  .liiyei&w  crff^,  ^ 

,iiiiv.lhlr[il>  'l>^  ./i*o’c  fto/'^  iO  y;^»s  jn8TUr#1a3?l  «|J  iti  f j^js^iD^' 

bi  ,<U  VfiU  jno(|  eKW  ;Ml»U  ,7/  oi»d  tirgh)  a- 


I 


,7/  • 

-jf.tf  ejii  tfoiiv/  [»f>i  xifl'.f’j  mJ^  s^'ff  />«&  .ni'jbiioili 
yyn^y/i  Uil  ^vriiv  ui  joji-kIJ  bsvojti 


■jyjJjj  j<sie»)5?  £M5-i4*  1!<>J  itliv/ Jiatwl  \ ,<ltOJ4  ‘,  «r 

V77:8(>4  ,/yi  .^1  4«j  fK»'?;olq/Ky  ann  vrf  il^|ii'» 

-iP.mi  bonaiino'i^.ih  in's’5  JJwlJ  llJiia  .^iiiaiWkiioom^  nutim  -baiF}  ataHliV/"  fisJiiJBD  ' 

-H»V/  1^1  iUm  a feo9<jo  aaiil  »ll  ' 

•lol  vi'jiJi  inoUftJB  xio'/J,<  Ifl  aiir  ,9^^'-; 

• li  fv77om  S87.'  tfi9fUjf»if'Jfl)f;*i  Mi  tmh/  «7RQX  ««ii>  ^0  *toF7\fv»rf‘^ 

»f!'inbr;ti  f&At^fm  wv*T  ^1/  -jlill^ttn  adT.  .oaigirt' 

»?ri(/i  ^Tx?im# ?t>‘X  ai  et>%S  ia  i<ww‘>«  nvo  ;'  : ■■  ■'■  J<t/f 

iiacFrafifid  R 8x  ;1v{IrK  = .iM 


vatv-oi.iyi  i^0Cr^7fi  3t«(  »R7/.  I)«4  , Jrt  iiacFrai 

oil  ..'wJf'fM.i  7{fl9(f  '.wnia  «fl4  otf  •j-iaj-l'#  «t-..,i|^|jk|;.  j^-'l^i^Hiaiw);'#  ■iftira^liwlii^ai..  km 

-itjuiiL  cr  inJl.  $2  vj  8i.  ■'^iif!»liJjd  rtoJii-tjv/i  * •♦'^ ' '.O'  i<jk-v.|'^fiittf#''  at  <|i;fsWii 

o'mh(  vsih?«  J.  i»  ,f!  .0  eiB  4f  osl» 

-qo  •y'iti-  o^-bas  V^2-v;Ki<b -q-j  ■ -sfl' ^ ^ m3  bw* 


3u  f»tll  “infv-.m  ifibis 

-*7')fi»  ;via  V'>did-jfuu  ■■/im’fi}  mmktt  .nolts 


*tl-"«l«i  (''ka^'aib'  4 (<i^.v/r ' .^iA4i>‘.48rk  /v«  r..i*k  MkM  li  — i..>:(t  !■•  'V  g> 


.95fTooq  97li-4Jn‘dV7>  >.^  '.t^V/biq'rfi'4  wii'/iTii  *■«  V<ji  blia 

.11  4 fV  A/T/i  Tua-in  ’ ._  * A.  ’ 'M' ' rfW  ^ 


•riftiMibr')  iJloil  1.0  •K>U*n/|<in<‘| ■ ' 

^.>'ii-.‘d  .70'o>v?c!i{  .jioH'iV^nT  Jim'1  1&  mo  YJ/fi 

. wono34  yimoH  Jo  *mKao2,Rf!RWi(:  ydi  lolwiw 

.^^rfRob  ^vbomn  iwiiirtvjqT-i  .hu*}'{!»^9-'  4 .iMni-f^iK  iO'  n«ar 

..'^/■tftiMiii  utll'iwi*!  I'OiTTsm  ,/sii  (?08.t  »,I  ' '" 


•xJbwia^  VT878  ftf  «oii  ■ 


.^isAfsilH 


«i4l.;',}i»  '•  «;e- 


m iPM  r 

'-S' 


'.^lU  ot  Jot^fuS  ib  Jt7.‘-qwbu.oVi!_.  sria.  i 

-ifoq  al  »■  ’^■ 


(*!^4ssUWj3Wif 

ithau  ^.nadbyM’x^'n^ 


>w> 

s44'  (0  wdim  s 


Tjtmt.Jad  ifM|»'jiijfj|Sr?iij 


mil. 


■■■tsn. 


XORTHUMBERLAX^^D  COUXTY,  PEXXSYLVAXIA 


537 


engaged  iu  practice.  In  early  life  he  was  inter- 
ested in  tlie  milling  business,  but  discontinued  it 
and  took  up  farming  at  Lake  Hill,  where  be  made 
bis  home.  He  sold  musical  instruments  and  dealt 
in  various  other  commodities.  He  was  married 
twice,  and  was  the  father  of  one  child.  IMr. 
Malick  died  in  lSf'7  and  is  buried  at  Lake  Hill. 
The  day  of  his  death  he  walked  twelve  miles.  He 
had  foretold  the  event,  and  called  neighbors  to  his 
assistance,  giving  them  instnictions  about  his 
funeral  and  burial. 

JOSEPH  P.  IvXxVPP,  outside  superintendent 
of  mines  for  the  Mount  Carmel  and  Sbamokin 
collieries,  with  residence  at  Xo.  3-1  Xorth  Sham- 
okin  street,  Sbamokin,  is  one  of  the  best  known 
men  in  the  Pennsylvania  coal  fields,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  htost  widely  experienced.  He  evas  born  in 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  May  11,  1846,  son  of 
Gregory  Ivnapp. 

Gregory  Ivnapp,  the  father,  came  from  Germany 
to  America  in  1849  and  located  at  Minersville, 
Schuylkill  county,  where  he  remained  two  years, 
and  in  1851  he  moved  to  Trevorton,  following  his 
trade  of  carpenter.  He  died  at  Trevorton  in  Oc- 
tober, 1873,  aged  fifty- five  years.-  His  wife,  Mary 
B.  Peters,  bore  him  fourteen  children,  of  whom 
five  grew  to  maturity,  namely:  Joseph  P.,  John 
T.,  Mary,  Gregory  and  Frank. 

Joseph  P.  Knap])  accompanied  his  father  to 
America  in  1849.  and  as  a boy  worked  as  a slate 
picker  at  the  old  Trevorton  colliery.  In  1861  his 
parents  removed  to  Ashland,  and  there  he  con- 
tinued the  same  work  for  two  years,  after  which 
he  took  up  steam  engineering.  Wliile  there  the 
Civil  war  broke  out.  and  his  loyalty  to  his  adopted 
country  showed  in  his  enlistment  March  18,  1864, 
in  Company  A,  7th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  for 
three  years.  This  company  was  recruited  in 
Schuylkill  county,  and  was  sent  to  the  South,  in 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  playing  a brave  part 
in  the  battle  at  Selma.  Ala..  April  2.  1865.  After 
serving  eighteen  months  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. the  M’ar  closing.  Mr.  Knapp  returned 
to  his  home  in  Trevorton.  and  for  two  yeai's  was 
employed  as  an  engineer  at  the  ])owder  mill.  From 
October.  1865.  to  April  2,  1866.  he  was  engaged 
at  powdermaking,  but  on  the  latter  date  the  mill 
was  blown  \ip  and  he  was  badly  injured  and  was 
under  the  ]ihysician's  care  for  several  montiis. 
This  inill,  owned  by  Kline  ik  Heim,  was  at  Fisher's 
Mill,  below  Shaniokin.  After  recovering  his 
strength  iMi'.  Knapp  worke<l  at  mining  for  some 
nine -months,  and  then  again  took  up  ])nwder- 
making'.  following  it  for  two  and  a half  years.  He 
then  sjient  six  months  in  Suiduirv  in  the  employ 
of  Ira.T.  Clement,  at  the  end  of  that  time  return- 
ing to  Trevorton  to  engage  in  mining  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  Xo.  1 slo])e.  For  some  time  ho  tired 
the  boilers,  and  then  became  engineer.  In  August, 


1874,  he  left  Trevorton  and  u'ent  to  Locimt  Dale 
to  run  the  bull  pumps  at  the  Keystone  colliery,  a 
position  he  held  for  three  and  a half  years.  In 
1878  he  was  appointed  outside  foreman  of  the 
Xorth  Ashland  colliery,  and  served  in  that  j)osition 
for  four  and  a half  years,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  the  bottling  business  at  Ashland  for  a very 
short  time.  When  he  sold  out  his  bottling  busi- 
ness it  was  to  become  boss  at  the  Ivnickerbocker 
collieiw,  near  Shenandoah,  Pa.,  of  which  he  took 
charge  in  February,  188'2,  and  continued  in  that 
position  until  Dec.  1,  1903,  when  he  was  made 
outside  superintendent  of  the  Mount  Carmel  and 
Shamokin  collieries,  consisting  of  seven  breakers. 

On  Xov.  2i,  1874,  Mr.  Knapp  was  married  to 
Susan  Yeith,  daughter  of  former  mine  superin- 
tendent John  Yeith,  a native  of  Bavaria.  Seven 
of  the  thirteen  children  born  of  this  union  are 
living,  namely:  Charles  L.,  Minnie  M.,  Catherine 
B.,  J.  Frederick,  Leo  W.,  xAlphonso  J.  and  Gregory 
A.  Mr.  Knapp  is  a member  of  St.  Edward's 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  has  reared  his  fam- 
ily in  the  faith  of  the  Church  of  Pome.  His  only 
fraternal  connection  is  with  Lincoln  Post,  Xo. 
140,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

OTTO.  The  Otto  family  has  had  many  credit- 
able representatives  in  XiOrthumberland  county 
since  its  establishment  here  early  in  the  nine- 
teenth century  by  Conrad  Otto,  tbe  great-grand- 
father of  Abraham  L.  Otto  and  Edward  J.  Otto, 
brothers,  the  former  now  postmaster  at  Herndon, 
the  latter  station  agent  and  merchant  at  Otto, 
named  after  this  family.  John  B.  Otto,  who  is 
now  living  retired  at  Trevorton,  Xorthumberland 
countv,  after  a busy  and  successful  life,  is  a 
grandson  of  Conrad  Otto. 

Conrad  Otto,  born  about  1766,  came  to  Xortb- 
umberland  county  from  Berks  county  and  was  an 
early  settler  in  what  is  now  Jackson  townslup.  Ho 
was  one  of  the  early  schoolmasters  in  that  locality, 
and  also  worked  as  a laborer.  It  is  said  that  dur- 
ing the  earlier  part  of  his  residence  in  this  county 
he  lived  at  Trevorton,  Imt  he  pas.-ed  the  greater 
]>ai't  of  his  long  life  in  the  vicinity  of  ;^[ahanoy 
and  died  iu  Jackson  township  at  an  advanced  age. 
His  M'ife,  Barbara  (Seiler),  born  March  :24.  1769. 
died  Jan.  20,  1857.  They  are  buried  at  IMahanoy 
cburch  (St.  Peter's).  Their  childien  were:  John: 
Adam:  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  .lacl:soii  township: 
and  Bevvy,  who  became  Mrs.  I’cifer  and  had  one 
daughter.  Betzy,  who  married  a man  named 
Michael  ( Bevvv  and  her  daughter  died  in  Illinois). 

The  Federal  Census  report  of  1790  records 
Henry  and  George  Otto  as  residents  of  Xorthum- 
berland county  and  heads  of  families,  Henry  hav- 
ing four  sons  under  sixteen,  and  George  having 
one  (laughter. 

.lohan  C.  Otto,  horn  Jan.  22,  1770.  died  A^ov. 
5.  1.S51.  and  buried  at  St.  Petei''s  church  at  Maha- 
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iioy,  was  uniloubtedly  a bruther  of  Courad  Otto, 
mentioned  above. 

John  Otto,  son  of  Conrad,  was  the  grandfather 
of  Abraham  L.'and  Edward  J.  Otto.  lie  was  born 
May  7,  ISOI,  in  Berks  aninty,  and  came  to  this 
county  with  his  father  at  an  early  age.  He  was  a 
cobbler  by  trade,  but  later  farmed  in  J ackson  town- 
ship, where  he  owned  a tract  of  land,  and  he  was 
engaged  as  a workman  on  the  construction  of  the 
Schuylkill  canal.  He  lived  retired  at  Herndon  for 
nearly  twenty  years  before  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred there  xkug.  3,  188G.  John  Otto  was  twice 
I married,  his  first  wife  being  Rebecca  Groh,  who 
was  born  Oct.  28,  1810,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1815. 
They  had  children  as  follows:  Washington  is  men- 
tioned below ; Caroline,  who  is  now  over  seventy 
years  old,  married  Gabriel  Adams  and  lives  at 
Mandata,  Pa. ; Harriet,  now  living  at  Hickory 
Corners,  Xorthumberland  county,  married  Josialt 
Schaffer;  Abbie  (deceased)  married  H.  S.  Byerly; 
William  C.  is  deceased.  Mr.  Otto's  second  mar- 
riage was  to  Lydia  Leader,  who  was  born  Xov.  23, 
1807,  and  died  March  12,  1889.  They  had:  Re- 
becca married  Isaiah  Snyder,  of  Millersburg,  Pa.  ; 
Samuel  died  at  Verdon,  Xebr.,  April  18,  1907. 

Washingfon  Otto,  son  of  John,  was  born  iMay 

4,  1833,  in  Cameron  township,  Xorthumberland 
county,  and  died  June  24,  1897,  at  iMahanoy  ; he 
is  buried  there,  at  St.  Peter's  church.  He  was 
engaged  as  a plasterer  and  stonemason  in  his  ear- 
lier manhood,  later  following  farming,  having  a 
valuable  tract  of  140  acres.  He  also  established 
the  coal,  bark  and  lumber  business  at  Otto  station 
(named  in  his  honor),  on  the  Herndon  branch  of 
the  Philadelphia  & Reading  road,  building  up  an 
extensive  and  profitable  trade,  to  which  his  son 
Edward  J.  has  since  succeeded.  He  was  serving 
as  trustee  of  St.  Peter's  Church  at  the  'time  of  his 
death. 

On  Aug.  2,  18G0,  ]\Ir.  Otto  married  Harriet 
Bower,  and  to  them  were  born  twelve  children, 
of  whom  we  have  the  following  record:  (T)  Wil- 
liam H.  H.,  born  Oct.  31,  1863,  died  iMarch  31, 
1902.  He  settled  at  Shamokin,  this  county,  where 
he  became  a prominent  merchant  in  the  wholesale 
grocery  and  confectionery  line.  (2)  xVbraham  L. 
is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Agnes  is  unmarried. 
(4)  George  L.,  who  died  Jan.  1,  1908,  aged  forty 
years,  was  long  an  invalid.  (5)  iMary  married 
E.  S.  Hibush.  a farmer,  and  they  live  near  Otto 
station.  (G)  Lydia  married  D.  P.  Russell,  of  Otto, 
who  is  engineer  at  the  pumping  station  there.  (7) 
John  C.,  born  in  1874,  died  Xov.  3,  1899,  and  was 
buried  on  his  twenty-fifth  birthday.  (8)  Edward 
J.  is  mentioned  below.  (9)  Cora  married  George 

5.  Wilson,  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Standard 
Oil  Company,  and  they  live  at  Barto,  Pennsylvania. 

ABUAK.tvt  L.  Otto,  son  of  Washington,  Avas  Ixrrn 
April  22,  18G5,  in  Jackson  township,  Xorthumber- 


I'lnd  county.  He  received  his  earl}  education  in 
the  public  schools,  later  attending  Union  Semin- 
ary, at  Xew  Berlin,  Pa.,  and  in  1887  began  teach- 
ing, being  thus  engaged  for  three  terms  in  Jack- 
son  township.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  but  has 
not  followed  that  occupation  since  he  began  life 
on  his  own  account.  In  1891  he  settled  at  Hern- 
don, in  Jackson  township,  wliere  he  engaged  in  the 
lumber  and  sawmill  business,  following  that  line 
for  eleven  years.  He  did  a good  business,  giving 
employment  to  twelve  men,  and  he  is  still  inter- 
ested in  same,  having  been  a director  of  the  Sha- 
mokin Lumber  & Manufacturing  Company  since 
1905,  and  being  also  a stockholder  in  the  W.  P. 
Zartman  Lumber  Company.  He  is  interested  in 
the  xkuburn  Shale  Brick  Company  of  Scluiylkill 
count}',  and  in  these  various  relations  keeps  well 
in  touch  with  commercial  affairs.  In  1897  he  was 
appointed  postmaster  at  Herndon  by  President 
^IcKinley,  and  has  tilled  that  othce  continuously 
since.  It  is  an  office  of  the  fourth  class.  He  is 
<me  of  the  l>est  known  men  in  his  section,  a sub- 
stantial citizen  in  a business  way  and  respected 
by  all  who  have  had  dealings  A\ith  him,  in  any 
of  the  relations  of  life. 

In  1891  Mr.  Otto  married  ilary  Brower,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Brower,  Sr.,  of  Ilerudon,  and  a mem- 
ber of  an  old  family  formerly  of  Chester  county, 
this  State,  whence  Xathan  Brower  came  to  Xorth- 
umberland county,  settling  in  Jackson  township; 
he  was  a miller  and  fanner  by  occupation.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Otto  have  no  children.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Church,  which  he  has  served 
as  deacon.  Politically  he  is  a member  of  tlie  Re- 
publican party. 

Edward  J.  Otto  was  born  Feb.  11.  1877,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  His  father 
ti'ained  him  to  business  life,  it  being  his  Avish 
that  his  sons  Edward  and  John  should  succeed 
him  in  his  mercantile  enterprises.  John  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-five,  as  previously  rec-orded,  and 
the  management  of  the  business  fell  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  younger  brother.  Edward,  who 
continues  to  carry  on  the  various  lines  established 
by  his  father,  comprising  the  trade  in  coal,  bark 
and  railroad  ties.  The  various  other  branches  of 
his  business  he  has  added  himself  as  opportunity 
offered  or  demand  Avarranted,  and  he  now  has  an 
excellent  patronage  in  the  original  lines  and  also 
in  grain  and  allied  commodities.  He  handles 
from  150  to  200  carloads  annually  of  the  various 
products  he  carries,  his  place  being  the  business 
center  for  a wide  territory.  His  lumber  is  shipped 
largely  into  the  coal  regions,  for  use  at  the  mines. 
In  addition  to  other  things  he  handles  farm  imple- 
ments. He  keeps  three  men  employed  regularly 
to  assist  him  in  looking  after  the  numerous  de- 
tails of  his  various  interests.  He  has  been  starion 
agent  at  Otto  for  some  time,  having  succeeded  his 
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l)i'other  Abraham  L.  (who  was  the  first  agent  at 
the  station)  in  that  position.  i\Ir.  Otto  owns  his 
father's  old  homestead  farm  of  1±0  acres,  located 
at  Otto  (in  Jackson  township),  and  he  cultivates 
this  land.  In  the  spring  of  IhUl,  because  of  fail- 
ing health,  he  gave  up  the  farm  work,  selling  his 
large  farm  stock,  but  having  regained  his  health, 
he  resumed  the  management  and  operation  of  the 
place  in  the  spring  of  1909.  He  erected  his  beauti- 
ful residence  at  Otto  in  1903.  There  are  few  citi- 
zens of  the  locality  busier  than  he,  but  he  has 
nevertheless  found  time  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens 
in  local  office,  having  been  tax  collector  from  190G 
to  1909,  and  in  tlie  spring  of  the  latter  year  he 
was  elected  roadinaster  of  J ackson  township. 

On  April  16,  1903,  Dir.  Otto  married  Sallie 
Shipman,  daughter  of  Selesia  and  Lydia  (Dunkel- 
berger)  Shipman,  farming  people  of  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  this  county,  and  they  have  had  one 
son,  named  John  'William  in  memory  of  his  two 
deceased  uncles.  Dir.  Otto  and  his  family  are 
members  of  St.  Peter’s  Reformed  Church  at  Dla- 
hanoy,  and  socially  he  unites  with  Lafayette 
Lodge,  Xo.  19J,  of  Selinsgrove,  Pa.  He  is  a Re- 
publican in  political  matters. 

Adam  Otto,  son  of  Conrad,  was  born  Dlarch  1, 
1808,  in  Jackson  township,  and  followed  farming 
throughout  his  active  years.  DIoving  out  to  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
there  for  about  twenty  years,  prospering  in  all  he 
undertook.  Returning  to  his  native  township,  he 
was  killed  by  a train  at  Herndon,  Feb.  27,  1861. 
His  wife,  Susan  (Burkert),  also  met  a tragic 
death,  being  fatally  burned  in  Cameron  township, 
this  county,  when  her  son  John  was  but  three 
months  okl.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren : George,  who  went  West  when  a young  man 
and  served  three  years  in  the  army  west  of  'the 
Dlississippi,  in  the  heavy  artillery;  Sarah,  who 
married  Josiah  Henry,  of  Sunburv,  Pa. ; and 
John  B. 

JoHA”  B.  Otto  was  born  Aug.  26,  1837,  in  Lit- 
tle DIahanoy  township,  this  county,  and  was  reared 
by  his  uncle,  Jonathan  Dunkelberger,  who  lived 
in  that  township,  remaining  with  him  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  attended 
school  in  that  neighborhood,  and  learned  the  brick 
business.  On  Sept.  2,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  47th  Regiment,  .PJ,;)rTiJ-v^  during  his 
long  service,  wltich  covered  over  four  years,  took 
part  in  the  following  hattles  of  the  Civil  war; 
Fort  Finnegan,  St.  John's  Bluffs.  Pocotaligo.  S. 
C.,  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Pleasant  Hill,  Can  Run, 
DIansura.  La.,  Berryviile.  Dhn.  Opequan  Creek, 
Fisher’s  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek.  D'a.  He  received 
an  honorable  discharge  Jan.  11.  1866,  having  made 
a Creditable  record  for  faithful  service,  and  he 
has  many  interesting  reminiscences  of  the  army 
days. 
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After  the  war  Dir.  Otto  returned  to  his  uncle, 
with  whom  he  remained  three  years  longer,  en- 
gaged in  sawing  lumber.  He  then  began  lumber- 
ing on  his  own  account  in  Cameron  township, 
where  he  was  engaged  until  1896,  the  jeav  of  hi.s 
removal  to  Trevorton.  Dir.  Otto  is  one  of  the  well 
known  and  esteemed  citizens  of  his  section.  He 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  Imsiness  at  this  point 
for  several  years  before  his  retirement,  and  as  a 
business  man  has  always  maintained  a high  repu- 
tation for  integrity  and  straightforward  dealing. 
Since  becoming  a resident  of  Zerbe  township  he 
has  served  as  supervisor  and  tax  collector  for  a 
).ieriod  of  five  years.  He  is  a Rejiublican  in  poli- 
tics, and  socially  belongs  to  Post  A'o.  140,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Shamokin.  DIr.  Otto  is  very  fond  of  hunting 
and  fishing,  in  which  recreations'  he  indulges  as 
frequently  as  opportunity  offers. 

In  1869  Dir.  Otto  married  Charlotte  Sweinert, 
daughter  of  George  Sweinert,  of  Little  DIahanoy 
township.  She  died  Aug.  23,  1908,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Lutheran  cemetery  at  Little  DIahanoy.  Xo 
children  were  born  to  this  marriage.  DIr.  Ottev 
makes  his  home  at  Coal  and  Eighth  streets,  Trev- 
orton. 


The  Otto  family  in  Berks  county  is  descended 
from  Dr.  Bodo  Otto,  who  was  the  most  distin- 
guished physician  and  surgeon  at  Reading,  Berks 
county,  from  1773  to  1787.  He  was  born  in  Han- 
over, Germany,  in  1709,  and  was  thoroughly  edu- 
cated as  a physician.  He  emigrated  to  tins  coun- 
try on  account  of  political  dissensions  and  revolu- 
tion, landing  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia  Xov. 
10,  1755.  After  practicing  his  profession  at  Phil- 
adelphia until  1773  he  removed  to  Reading,  and 
the  spirit  of  revolution  beginning  to  assert  itself 
in  the  community  he  distinguished  himself  by  his 
patriotic  devotion  to  the  cause  of  freedom.  He 
was  conspicuously  engaged  as  surgeon  general 
during  the  whole  period  of  the  Revolution,  from 
1776  to  1783.  Ho  died  at  Reading.  His  last  will 
and  testament,  made  Feb.  22,  1780,  was  probated 
July  26.  1787,  and  is  on  record  in  DVill  Book  B, 
page  207.  He  made  ample  provision  for  his  wife 
Dlargaret,  bequeathing  her  the  pewter,  brass  and 
copper  utensils.  He  was  thrice  married,  and  had 
five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  those 
named  in  the  will  being  Frederick  Christoph, 
John  Augustus,  Dr.  Bodo  (deceased)  and  DIaria 
Elizabeth  DIarx  (en).  Of  these,  Frederick  died 
in  1827,  and  his  German  will  is  on  record  at  the 
Berks  county  courthouse  in  Will  Book  6,  page  121. 
The  executors  were  Daniel  DIerkel  and  Samuel 
Kindt. 

Dr.  John  Arrgustus  Otto,  son  of  Dr.  Bodo  Otto, 
was  liorn  in  Hanover,  Germany,  in  1751.  and  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Pennsylvania  when  they 
emigrated  in  1755.  He  was  thoroughly  educated 
in  the  schonis  of  Philadelphia  and  road  medicine 
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uiulcr  his  fat'.ier.  He  'fttlt'd  in  IJeading  in 
1773  and  carried  on  an  active  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice until  his  decease  in  1831.  He  was  prominent- 
ly engaged  in  the  devolution  as  a surgeon,  and 
filled  various  puhlic  positions  with  distinction. 
His  last  will,  made  in  1833,  was  probated  Jan.  1. 
1835.  His  wife  Catharine  (Hitner)  (daughter  of 
■George  Hitner,  of  IMarble  Hall,  in  Piiiladelphia- — 
now  Montgomery — county),,  whom  he  married  in 
1776,  was  amply  provided  for  in  the  will,  which 
is  on  record  in  Will  Book  7,  page  'Ml.  He  speaks 
of  these  children:  IMargaret.  who  married  Benja- 
mi:a  Whitman ; ^larv,  who  married  Gabriel  Hies- 
ter,  a prominent  local  and  State  official  ; Elizabeth, 
who  married  Hon.  Henry  if.  dichards,  of  deading, 
and  had  a son  AVashington;  Sarah,  who  married 
Jonathan  D.  Hiester,  attorney  of  deading;  John 
Bodo,  who  married  Esther  Green  Witman ; and 
Daniel  Hitner,  who  married  Sarah  Whitman.  A 
granddaughter,  Catharine  Elizabeth  Otto  Wood, 
was  a legatee ; it  appears  lier  mother,  IMaria,  who 
married  Joseph  MAod,  was  deceased.  Of  this  fam- 
ily, John  Bodo  Otto  died  in  1858 ; his  will  is  on 
record  in  Will  Book  10,  page  489,  and  his  son 
John  A.  Otto  and  others^ were  executors. 

SILAS  B.  PAdK,  a substantial  farmer  and  land 
■owner  of  West  Chillisquafjue  township,  was  born 
there  Oct.  1,  1864.  son  of  James  Park.  .The 
founder  of  the  family  in  this  county,  James  Park, 
came  from  Xew  Jersey  and  settled,  near  what  is 
now  the  borough  of  Xorthnmberland.  His  son 
John  settled  in  Chillisquai]ue  township  and  pnr- 
-chased  a farm.  He  married  Annie  Stillson,  and 
they  reared  children  as  follows;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried William  Painter;  Elsie;  James;  Mary,  who 
married  James  Park,  of  Xew  Y'ork  State;  J.  S. ; 
and  Hezekiah,  who  married  a Miss  Van  Devender. 

James  Park,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  1825, 
married  Araminta  Brees,  and  died  in  1908.  Four 
• children  were  horn  to  this  couple;  John  Dlinard, 
Amy  (deceased),  Ira  (deceased)  and  Silas  B. 

John  Minard  Park,  son  of  James,  was  horn 
Dec.  15,  1855,  married  Clara  Huntingdon  Xoss, 
and  has  the  following  children;  Isabella  C.,  born 
Feb.  12,  1882,  who  married  Daniel  Smith  and  has 
one,  son,  John  iM. ; James  Ih,  born  Oct.  7,  1883; 
Daviil  j.,  born  July  20,  1885  ; Amy  J..  horn  Oct. 
21,  1887:  Elsie  M.,  horn  Dec.  10,  1889;  AYilliam 
L.,  horn  xAug.  .6,  1893;  Olive  M..  born  Jan.  15, 
1895;  and  iMary  Th,  horn  Feb.  24,  1900. 

Silas  B.  Park  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  locality  and  latiu-  was  a student  at  Bucknell 
Academy,  from  whit  h he  was  graduated.  In  18%94 
he  bought  j)art  of  the  old  homestead  farm  in  West 
Chillisquaque  township,  in  19(1 1 purchasing  an- 
other part  and  in  1909  a third,  the  latter  portion 
comprising  100  acres.  He  resides  on  the  adjoin- 
ing tract  of  fifty  acres,  wiiich  is  good  farming 
land  and  well  cultivated.  .Mr.  Park  is  thrifty  in 


the  management  of  his  own  work  and  an  excel- 
lent citizen  in  his  relation  to  the  community,  sup- 
porting all  progressive  movements  and  taking  par- 
ticular interest  in  the  question  of  free  education. 
He  is  a member  of  the  IMethodist  Church. 

ilr.  Park  married  Estella  E.  Zarr.  daughter  of 
Lloyd  T.  Zarr,  of  Columbia  county.  Pa.,  and  they 
have  had  two  children,  Harold  E.  and  Lloyd  T. 

JOSIAH  IiHOADS,  who  has  . been  superin- 
tendent at  the  Greenongh  colliery,  at  Locust  Gap, 
for  the  past  ten  t’ears,  has  been  a miner  all  his 
life,  having  begun  work  at  the  mines  in  the  humb- 
lest capacity  and  worked  his  way  forward  to  re- 
sponsible position.  He  is  a native  of  Shamokin, 
born  Jan.  20,  1864,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  Phoads. 
His  grandfather  lived  iii  Columbia  county.  Pa., 
and  died'therc.  One  of  his  sons,  Jacob,  was  killed 
in  the  Civil  war. 

Henry  Phoads  was  born  Jan.  30,  1821,  in  Col- 
umbia county,  and  came  to  Shamokin  among  the 
early  residents  of  the  borough.  He  was  a carpen- 
ter, and  followed  his  trade  throughout  his  active 
years  in  this  section,  building  breakers  and  later 
doing  house  carpentry.  He  died  at  Shamokin 
3Iarch  28,  1891,  and  is  buried  in  the  Shamokin 
cemetery.  Mr.  Phoads  married  Annie  xlidams, 
mend)er  of  an  old  family  of  Palpho  township,  this 
county,  born  Xov.  24,  1824,  died  iMarch  15,  1893. 
Xine  children  were  born  to  them:  Frank,  who 
lives  in  Shamokin  ; Isaiah,  deceased  ; William,  de- 
ceased; Louisa,  deceased  ; Henry,  a resident  of  Sha- 
mokin; Theodore,  of  Shamokin  ; Josiah;  Daniel, 
deceased ; and  Amos,  whose  home  is  in  DJissouri. 

Jo.Mah  Phoads  attended  the  public  schools  for 
a few  years,  but  he  was  only  a lx>y  of  ten  when 
he  commenced  picking  slate  at  the  Buck  Pidge 
colliery,  continuing  at  that  work  for  four  years. 
He  then  commenced  mining  at  the  Henry  Clay 
collien',  where  he  was  employed  about  five  years, 
after  Avhich  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  at 
which  he  Avas  engaged,  about  the  breakers,  for 
seven  years.  His  next  Avork  Avas  as  boss  at  the 
Union  colliery,  and  after  ten  years  there  he  came 
to  the  Greenongh,  in  l\Iay,  t9(t0,  as  superinten- 
dent. This  colliery,  located  at  iMarion  Heights, 
is  one  of  the  Itest  knoAvn  in  the  coal  region,  about 
550  men  and  boys  finding  employment  there.  IMr. 
Rhoads's  re]mtation  for  faithful  and  intelligent 
Avork  is  Avell  deserved,  and  he  has  the  thorough 
resj)ect  of  his  employers  and  of  the  many  AA'orkers 
in  ids  charge. 

On  Alay  21,  1887.  l\[r.  Plioads  married  Mary 
Lid<(’.  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Harris) 
Luke,  of  Shamokin,  and  they  have  had  five  chil- 
dren: .\dam  Stanley,  Josiah  II..  Path  E.,  Claude 
A.,  and  a son  that  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  iMr.  Phoads  is  independent,  voting 
for  the  candidate  he  ])refers,  regardless  of  party 
affiliation.  He  is  a ni.emlier  of  the  Peformed 
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Cliui'ch,  ami  socially  holds  membership  in  the 
I.  0.  0.  F.  and  Encampment  and  the  B.  F.  0. 
Elks. 

« 

THOMAS  L.  BREXXYV.X,  proprietor  of  the 
'^‘Kellagher  Hotel’’  at  Locust  Gap,  in  i\[ount  Car- 
mel township,  has  but  recently  settled  at' that 
))lace,  and  until  he  took  charge  of  the  hotel  was 
engaged  in  mining.  He  is  a native  of  Schuylkill 
county.  Fa.,  .Itorn  April  14,  1871,  at  Fottsville, 
and  is  of  Irish  descent,  his  father,  John  Bren- 
nan, having  been  l)orn  in  Ireland. 

John  Brennan  came  to  the  United  States  when 
a young  man.  and  settled  at  Fottsville,  Fa.  He 
was  a shoemaker,  and  followed  his  trade  there  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  in  187J.  He  mar- 
ried Catherine  Colby,  who  survived  him  many 
years,  dying  in  18!)!J,  and  they  are  buried  at 
Fottsville.  They  had  a large  family,  namely; 
Fah'ick,  Annie,  Elizabeth,  Michael,  William, 
James,  Catherine,  IMarv,  Margaret,  John  and 
Thomas  L. 

Thomas  L.  Brennan  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Fottsville  and  began  work  at  the  mines  when 
only  a boy,  picking  slate.  Later  he  became  a 
regular  miner,  and  on  coming  to  Locust  Gap.  in 
February,  1008,  was  employed  at  tunnel  work  for 
a year  at  the  Locust  Spring  colliery.  On  Feb. 
23,  190!).  he  took  charge  of  the  “Kellagher  Hotel,” 
a well  known  and  old  established  hotel  stand  in 
this  region,  which  he  lias  since  successfully  man- 
aged. Ele  has  an  obliging  disposition  which  wins 
and  holds  custom,  and  bids  fair  to  continue  the 
popularity  the  hotel  has  always  enjoyed. 

On  Feb.  23,  1909,  i\Ir.  Brennan  married  i\[rs. 
Margaret-  (Brown)  Kellagher.  widow  of  Michael 
Kellagher.  They  have  no  children. 

MICHAEL  KELLAGHER  was  born  XTov.-  21, 
1857,  at  Forestville.  Schuylkill  (_'o..  Fa.,  son  of 
Fatrick  and  Jane  (Lynch)  Kellagher,  natives  of 
Counties  Fermanagh  and  Cavan,  Ireland,  respec- 
tively, who  came  to  America  in  1840.  They  set- 
tled in  Schuylkiil  county,  where  the  father  began 
work  in  the  mines,  following  that  occupation 
throughout  his  active  years.  In  the  late  sixties 
he  removed  to  Ijocust  (lap.  whei’e  he  made  a per- 
manent home  and  died.  He  and  his  wife  had  a 
family  (d‘  twehe  children,  two  of  whom  died 
young,  the  others  being  as  follows;  IMichael.  IMary 
(Mrs.  John  iMcHugh),  William.  Jane,  Robert, 
Jolin,  .Vnna,  Kate,  Susan  and  Elizabeth. 

Michael  Kellagher  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools.  He  was  only  nine  when  he  began 
work  at  a coal  breakeix  and  continued  work  at 
the  mines  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twentv-one, 
when  he  establishod  himself  as  proprietor  of  the 
“Locust  Summit  Hotel’’  at  Locust  Gap.  _ He  was 
successfully  engaged  as  a hottd-keeper  there  un- 
til his  death,  which  occuri'od  Aug.  19.  Ill'll,  "Mr. 


5tt 

Kellagher  was  not  only  a good  bu.''ines>  man.  but 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  in  public  life  in 
his  end  of  X"orthumberland  county,  and  a man 
highly  respected  bv  all  who  came  in  contact  with 
him.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  sowed  as 
^chool  diiectc'r  of  IMount  Carmel  township,  and  in 
IS.Sl  was  elected  county  commissioner,  in  which 
otiice  he  serve<l  two  successive  terms. 

On  April  14,  1887,  Air.  Kellagher  married 
IMaigaret  Brown,  daughter  of  Simon  and  IMary 
(Casey)  Brown,  of  Danville,  Fa.,  and  to  them 
were  born  live  children,  namely;  Jennie,  who  was 
a pul)lic  schoid  teacher  before  her  marriage  to 
Raymond  Everett;  Florence,  who  is  engaged  as  a 
teacher  in  Mount  Carmel  tmvn.diip;  IMargaret; 
William,  and  Helen.  IMr.  Kellagher  was  a (I'atho- 
lic  in  religious  faith. 

JACOB  IRYIX'  IMcCOLLUM,  of  Shamokin, 
has  for  the  })ast  few  years  been  interested  in  the 
livery  business  there  in  partnership  with  E.  H. 
Martz,  under  the  firm  name  of  IMaitz  & McCol- 
lum. For  a numher  of  years  before  he  became 
engaged  in  that  line  he  was  employed  at  the  col- 
lielie.■^.  Mr.  AlcCollum  is  a native  of  Union  coun- 
ty, Fa.,  born  June  27,  1862,  near  Winfield,  son 
of  Ephraim  S.  IMcColliim  and  grandson  of  George 
iMcCollum. 

The  McCollum  family  is  of  Scottish  oiigin,  its 
founder  in  this  countrv  coming  from  Scotland  at 
an  early  date.  Feter  IMcCollum,  the  great-grand- 
father of  Jacob  ].  iMcCollum,  lived  at  Xew  Hol- 
land. Lancaster  Co.,  Fa.,  at  which  place  his  son 
George  IMcCollum  was  born.  In  his  early  life  he 
followed  a.gricnltural  pursuits,  later  learning  the 
trade  of  millwright  in  his  native  county.  He  fol- 
lowed it  at  different  times,  Init  not  exclusively. 
Moving  to  XTorthumlierland  county  with  his  wife 
and  eldest  son,  he  located  hr  Foint  township,  where 
he  was  employed  at  farm  work  by  Scpiire  Gale. 
He  then  went  to  Union  county,  where  he  lived 
for  many  years,  and  was  there  employed  at  his 
trade  by  Scpiire  Shannon,  repairing  mills.  His 
closing  years  were  spent  in  retirement  at  the  home 
'of  his  son  Ephraim  S.,  in  4’revorton,  Xorthum- 
berland  'countv.  where  he  died.  He  is  buried  there. 
His  wife,  Julia  (Irvin),  a native  of  Lancaster 
countv.  died  in  Union  county.  Thev  lunl  children 
as  follows;  Uriah  died  in  Union  county;  Samuel 
died  in  Union  county;  IMary  married  Jacob  IMein- 
er  and  died  at  Dan\ille,  Fa.;  William  died  at 
Danville,  Fa.;  Jane  married  Edward  Clark;  Eph- 
laim  S.  is  mentioned  below;  Julia  married  Charles 
IMills;  George  died  in  T'nion  county;  Alexander 
is  living  in  the  liorough  of  Shamokin. 

Ephraim  S.  .McCollum,  son  id’  George,  was  iiorn 
Xov.  17.  1838.  in  Buffalo  \'alley,  Union  Co.,  Fa., 
and  attended  the  local  schools  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twelve  \ears.  For  the  next  five  years 
he  was  employed  at  the  iron  ore  mines,  after  which 
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he  was  engaged  at  tlio  ii'onwi;rks  at  Union  Fur- 
nace, Enion  county,  lor  some  time.  There  he  en- 
listed, in  1864,  for  service  in  tlie  Union  army 
during  the  Civil  war,  joining  Company  j\I,  13th 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  for  one  year.  After  the 
war  he  came  to  Xorthumberland  county,  being 
first  at  Shamokin,  and  followed  work  at  the  mines 
until  his  retirement,  being  employed  in  both  the 
rock  and  coal  mines.  Since  190!)  he  has  not  done 
any  lalKirious  work.  He  lived  at  Trevorton  several 
years,  and  now  resides  in  Shamokin. 

.iMr.  iMcCollunv  married  Sarah  Allvord,  a native 
of  Sclruylkill  county.  Pa.,  daugiiter  of  George  All- 
vord, of  Williams  Valley,  that  county.  Slie  died 
June  29,  1881,  at  Trevorton,  X"orthumber]and 
county,  the  mother  of  three  child'ten : Jacob  I.: 
Jane,  who  married  John  A.  Weaver,  of  Shamo- 
kin; and  Frederick,  li\ing  at  Burnside. 

Jacob  I.  McCollum,  sou  of  Ephraim  S.,  received 
his  educjitiou  in  the  pulilic  schools  of  Trevorton. 
He  began  work  at  the  Xorth  Franklin  collier}', 
Xo.  10,  where  he  continued  to  be  employed  for 
about  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  came 
to  Shamokin  and  went  to  work  at  the  Henry  Clay 
colliery,  where  he  remained  one  year  and  three 
months.  From  there  he  changed  to  the  Burnside 
colliery,  where  he  was  employed  continuously  for 
the  long  period  of  twenty-two  years.  On  Dec.  6, 
1909,  Mr.  McCollum  returned  to  Shamokin  and 
formed  his  present  association  rvith  his  son-in-law, 
E.  H.  Martz,  engaging  in  the  livery  business  un- 
der the  lirm-name  of  Martz  & McCollum.  They 
have  established  a large  and  paying  business,  and 
have  a reputation  for  reliability  which  atUacts 
and  holds  their  patrons. 

Tlr.  iMcCollum  has  become  well  known  in  va- 
rious connections.  He  has  been  active  in  the  local 
interests  of  the  Eepublican  part}',  and  for  three 
years  served  as  register  assessor  of  the  South 
Coal  District.  Socially  lie  holds  membership  in 
Shanrokin  Lodge,  T.  0.  0.  F.,  Shamokin  Lodge, 
B.  P.  0.  E.,  the  K.  G.  E..  the  Ecd  Men  and 
the  Conclave,  S.  P.  K.  He  belongs  to  the  Evan- 
gelical church.  T’or  some  time  he  was  a member 
of  tbe  old  Trevorton  baud. 

On  July  24.  1883,  iMr.  McCollum  married  Mary 
Haupt,  daugbter  of  Dr.  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Frame)  Haupt.  and  they  have  had  a large  fam- 
ily, namely;  Sarah  IMay,  wife  of  E.  H.  Martz; 
John  W. ; Hettie  A.;  Frederick  I.;  Ivanhoe; 
George  C. ; Samuel  1. ; Ealph  W. ; Theodore  E., 
and.  Mary  J. 

S POTTS.  There  are  two  branches  of  the 
Spotts  family  in  Lowei'  iUahanoy  township,  Ixith 
descended  from  Sebastian  Siiat,  the  ancestor  of  a 
numerous  family,  who  rvas  born  on  the  ship  while 
his  parents  were  en  route  to  America,  Feb.  2.5, 
1740.  4'hey  were  natives  of  Wurtemberg.  Ger- 
many. .\fter  landing  at  Philadi'l[)bia  they  ]>ro- 


cceded  to  Berks  county,  I'a..  where  they  made  a 
permanent  home,  and  where  Sebastian  Spat  passed 
his  youth  and  early  married  life.  All  his  chil- 
dren were  born  there.  He  brought  his  family  to 
Xorthumberland  county  in  an  early  da}',  settling 
in  that  part  of  Mahanoy  township  now  known  as 
Lower  i\Iahanoy,  where  he  died  March  26,  1802. 
He  was  a large  land  owner,  his  property  being  lo- 
cated in  the  Stone  Valley,  which  region  rvas  wild 
when  he  located  there.  The  Indians  were  his 
neighbors.  Among  his  children  were  Jolianncs, 
Adam  and  Matthias.  The  last  named  lived  in 
the  vicinity  of  Selinsgrove,  Snyder  Co.,  Pa.,  w'here 
he  is  buried,  and  the  Spotts  family  of  that  region 
are  his  descendants.  He  was  a blacksmith  by 
trade. 

Johannes  Spatz  (as  he  spelled  tlie  name),  son 
of  Sebastian,  was  born  May  24,  1762,  in  Berks 
county  (probably  in  Bern  township),  and  died 
Xov.  24,  1856,  when  over  ninety-four  years  old. 
His  tombstone  is  in  the  old  part  of  the  grave- 
yard of  Stone  AYlIey  churel!.  He  married  Anna 
Maria  Reiser  (1765-1834).  also  a native  of  Berks 
county,  and  they  came  to  X'orthumberland  county 
soon  after  their  ^marriage,  carrying  all  tlieir  be- 
longings in  a bundle.  This  was  about  1784.  Tak- 
ing up  land  in  Stone  Valle}'  now  embraced  in  the 
farm  of  John  H.  Spotts,  a descendant,  they  erect- 
ed a log  hut  near  the  fine  spring  vrhich  still  makes 
that  tract  famous  in  the  vicinity,  it  lieing  one  of 
the  strongest  and  purest  in  the  State.  The  land 
ha«  remained  in  the  family  name  continuously 
since — a period  of  over  126  years.  The  country 
wa<  in  its  primitive  state  at  tbe  time  of  their  set- 
tlement here.  Wolves  and  bears  often  visited  their 
clearing,  and  liears  several  times  killed  pigs  in 
tbe  pen;  once  they  licked  out  the  kettles  in  which 
'Afother'  Spatz  cooked  the  mush.  .Johannes 
Spatz  was  a man  of  medium  size,  but  healthy,  ro- 
bust and  industrious,  and  he  was  a proficient 
lilacksmith.  following  the  trade  for  forty  years, 
and  only  abandoning  it  eventually  because  of  a 
disabled  arm.  He  made  hinges,  locks,  etc.,  and 
found  his  mechanical  skill  very  useful  in  the  new 
country.  In  those  days  the  pioneers  in  this  local- 
ity had  to  take  their  grain  to  Eeading  to  be 
gi'ound,  and  they  had  to  buy  all  their  market 
goods  at  the  saTue  point,  where  what  little  pro- 
duce they  had  to  sell  or  exchange  was  also  dis- 
posed of.  In  going  dtiwn  the  steep  hills  they  were 
obliged  to  improvise  brakes  for  their  wagons, 
wliich  they  did  by  chopping  down  trees  which 
(with  all  their  liranches)  they  fastened  by  chains 
to  the  back  of  the  wagon.  Among  tbe  possessions 
of  .lobannes  Spatz  and  his  wife  which  have  come 
down  as  treasured  heirlooms  to  the  present  gen- 
eration arc  a walnut  bureau  made  by  one  John 
Schmidt  and  now  owned  by  Henry  S])otts,  grand- 
son of  .lobannes.  Mi*s  Fietta  Spotts.  of  Dalmatia, 
lias  eliinawaie  that  lieloiiged  to  them,  red  and  bhie 
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<lislie>  riiat  are  umisualiv  beaiUif'ul  ami  hi.elily  val- 
ued. This  pioneer  couple  wore  German  lleforined 
nieml)ers  of  the  Stone  A'allcy  Church,  which  he 
served  as  elder  many  years.  He  was  well  informed 
concerning  the  Scriptures,  and  during  his  later 
yeais  spent  much  time  in  their  .perusal.  His  family 
consisted  of  two  sons  and  four  daughters:  Eliza- 

beth (Betz). V Airs.  Kemp;  Catharine,  AIr.s.  Jo- 
hannes Brosius;  Airs.  Adam  Herb;  Airs.  Philip 
Spayd ; Johannes,  born  Sept.  15,  1T86,  who  died 
Feb.  3.  1810.  from  the  effects  of  hi'  efforts  in  a 
jumjiing  match  in  which  tlie  boys  and  young  men 
of  his  district  paiticipated  one  Sunday;  and  Ja- 
■cob.  . 

Jacob  Spotts,  son  of  Johannes,  was  born  June 
11,  1T8S.  in  what  is  now  Lower  Alahanoy  town- 
ship, and  died  on  his  faiin  there  June  16,  1853. 
He  owned  the  farm  which  was  formerly  his  fa- 
ther's. and  in  the  ownership  of  which  Jacob  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Jacob,  the  latter’s  son  L'riah 
next  obtaining  possession  of  it. . and  John  H. 
3pc)tts.  the'present  owner,  being  Kriah's  son.  Ja- 
cob Spotts,  Sr.,  Imilt  the  present  barn  on  the  place 
and  part  of  the  house.  He  was  a blacksmith  by 
tiade,  and  skillful  in  turning  out  various  pro- 
■duct.s,  making  nails,  iron  spoons,  etc.  His  grand- 
daughter. Fietta  Spotts,  has  a fnlng  pan  that  he 
made  with  a hammer.  He  was  a man  of  fairly  good 
■education,  all  in  German.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  church  work,  belonging  to  Zion’s  Church  of 
Stone  A'alley,  which  he  served  as  trustee -and  elder 
His  wife,  Sarah  Alaria  (Emefich),  l)orn  April  3.S. 
178i),  daughter  of  John  Alichael  Emerich.  died 
Dec.  11,  1873  or  1873.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
this  couple;  Jacob;  Adam,  who  died  when  twenty 
years  old;  John;  Elizal)eth,  who  married  Jolni 
Seiler;  George;  Philip;  Catharine,  who  married 
Isaac  Schaffer;  Alichael;  Henry;  and  AVilliam, 
wlio  died  in  youth. 

Hkn'ky  SroTT.s,  son  of  ,1  acob,  was  born  June  13, 
1831,  on  the  homestead  farm  in  Lower  Alahanoy 
township,  and  has  passed  all  but  seven  years  of 
Ids  life  in  this  section.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  when  eighteen  years  old  commenced  to 
leain  the  trade  of  saddler  from  a man  named 
Kemp,  who  came  from  Berks  county.  He  followed 
his  trade  in  various  localities.  Aloving  out  i‘) 
Oldo,  he  lived  there  for  seven  years,  in  X"ew  Pitts- 
burg. Wayne  county,  where  he  followed  his  trade, 
conducted  ;>  hotel,  and  for  two  years  engaged  in 
butchering.  For  eleven  years  Air.  Spotts  was  en- 
gaged .in  hotel-keeping  at  AIcKees  Half  Falls, 
where  he  also  lived  for  five  years  ntnre,  and  he 
■also  conducted  a hotel  at  Shamokin  Dam.  where 
he  lived  for  three  years.  When  sevent\'-five  vf'ars 
old  he  made  a double  set  of  harness  which  his 
daughter  Fietta  own.<  and  prizes  grcatlv.  He  has 
always  been  regarded  as  a reliable  and  valuable  cit- 
izen, in  every  commnnity  with  which  ho  has  l)een 
identihed,  though  ('\Tcnt  for  a ye.ir’s  service  as 


supervisoi'.  while  in  Ohio,  he  has  never  taken  any 
active  part  in  public  life.  In  politics  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. He  belongs  to  the  Keformed  congregation 
at  Stone  A’alley  Church. 

In  1856  Air.  Spott'=  married  Emma  Jane  Binga- 
man,  who  beyame  the  mother  of  four  children, 
two  sons  and  two  daugliters,  namely;  Fietta; 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Peter  H.  Daubert;  John 
0.,  of  I’ort  Treveiton,  Pa.  ; and  William  C.,  of 
Shamokin  Dam,  Pa.  For  his  second  wife  Air. 
Spotts  married  Anna  AI.  Bubb,  by  whom  he  has 
three  sons : George  Clarence  is  engaged  in  farm- 

ing the  land  of  his  sister  in  Lower  Alahanoy  town- 
ship; Leon  lives  in  Alahanoy  City  (he  was  a soldier 
in  the  Philippines  during  the  Spanish-American 
war);  Philip,  who  is  a railroader,  lives  at  Sun- 
bury,  this  county. 

AI1S.S  F1ET.TA  Si’OTTS  owns  a farm  of  seventy- 
four  acres  in  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  which  her 
brother  is  farming.  She  made  her  home  in  Dal- 
matia. where  she  had  a nice  residence,  comfortable 
and  well  equipped,  until  her  recent  removal  to 
Harrisburg.  Pa.  She  is  a member  of  the  Eefoimed 
congregation  of  the  Dalmatia  Union  Church,  and 
for  a number  of  years  was  active  in  the  Sunday 
school  work  of  that  organization. 

Adam  Spotts,  another  son  of  Sebastian  Spat, 
the  pioneer,  was  born  in  Berks  county.  Pa.,  and 
lived  there  until  after  his  marriage.  About  1806 
he  came  to  what  is  now  Lower  Alahanoy  township, 
X'orthumberland  county,  settling  on  the  farm  along 
the  Alabantango  creek  now  owned  by  John  H. 
Witmer.  He  was  a blacksmith  by  tiade.  as  were 
two  of  his  brothers,  one  settling  near  X'orthum- 
berland, and  the  other  two,  Johannes  and  Adam, 
in  Alahanoy  (now  Lower  Alahanoy)  township. 
Adam  Spotts  is  buried  at  the  Stone  Ahtlley  Church, 
in  Lower  Alahanoy  township.  His  wife,  Barbara 
( Fritz),  was  from  Lititz,  Lancaster  Co..  Pa.  Their 
(■hildren  were  as  follows;  Elizabeth  manned  John 
Spayd;,  Alarv,  Alagdalena  married  Daniel  Eadel ; 
Sall\^ihamnL' Vainuel  Witmer;  Lydia  married 
Xicliolas  Bohner ; Joseph  married  Sarah  Sliutt; 
Alichael  married  Catharine  Bohner  ; John  married 
Lydia  Hepner. 

John  Spotts,  son  of  Adam,  tvas  a fanner  in 
Lower  Alahanoy  township,  owning  the  place  which 
now  belongs  to  Hcnr'’  Kiehl.  He  was  nicknamed 
■■Aloutv.’’  Air.  Spotts  made  the  old  kind  of  wood- 
en pumps,  and  lie  was  noted  for  his  skill  and  reli- 
ability as  a fencemaker.  He  married  Lydia  tlep- 
ner.  and  his  children  were;  Samuel,  Isaac,  Elias, 
Joel.  Frank,- Benjamin,  Eliza  and  Sophia. 

Joseph  Spotts.  son  of  .Adam,  was  known  as  “Lo- 
cust” Sp.otts.  He  was  a well  known  merchant  at 
Line  Alountain.  in  Low'er  Alahanoy.  He  married 
Sarah.  Shutt,  and  they  had  children:  Ailliam, 

Cathaiinc,  Polly.  Hannah  and  John. 

Alichael  Sjiotts,  son  of  .Adam,  was  the  progen- 
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itor  ol'  tile  lino  in  uhioli  wo  are  at  present  inter- 


ested. Like  his  brothers,  he  had  a nickname,  be- 
ing vrell  known  as  “Pinky'’  Spotts.  He  was  an  ex- 
pert miller,  and  followed  his  trade  for  many  years, 
living  at  different  mills.  Born  in  Lower  ^lalianoy 
township,  he  ended  his  days  in  the  same  vicinity, 
dying  at  Pillow  (Uniontown)  Feb.  17,  IDOL  aged 
eighty-three  years,  four  montlus;  he  is  Imried  at 
that  jilace.  His  wife,  Catharine  (Boliner),  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Bohner.  died  ilay  10,  1807.  aged  sev- 
enty-six years,  two  months,  twenty-one  days.  The 
following  children  were  born  to  this  union  : Henry ; 
John  ; _*Varon  ; Mary  (Polly),  Mrs.  Henry  Searer  ; 
Adam;  Sarah,  Mrs.  Fred  \Viest ; Andrew;  Louisa, 
Mrs.  Emanuel  Michael;  Benneville;  Ellen,  Mrs. 
Leon  Martz ; iMichael. 

Aaron_Spotts,  son  of  iMichael,  was  horn  Fel).  G. 
1811,  on  tluTfarm  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township 
now  owned  b\'  Pierce  Boyer,  and  he  was  reared  in 
that  township.  During  his  early  life  he  followeil 
farming,  to  which  he  had  been  trained  from  early 
boyhood,  and  for  a number  of  years  he  was  a ten- 
ant fanner.  Ho  served  as  a soldier  in  Company 
D,  16th  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Jnfantrv,  during 
the  Civil  war,  having  enlisted  for  three  years,  and 
had  served  eighteen  months  of  his  term  when  the 
war  closed.  Jn  1872  he  purchased  twenty-five 
acres  of  land,  part  of  the  Samuel  iMiller  farm,  and 
there  he  has  since  resided,  cultivating  his  land  and 
engaging  in  other  work.  He  built  his  house  in 
1878  and  his  barn  in  1887.  For  some  years  ^[r. 
Spotts  followed  carpentering,  and  for  five  years 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Piail- 
road  Companv,  working  on  bridges.  He  has  been 
quite  active  in  the  ptd.lic  affairs  of  the  commun- 
ity, sened  two*  terms  as  c-onstable,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent one  of  the  road  commissioners.  Politically  he 
is  a Pepublican. 

On  Oct.  3,  1867.  iMr.  Spotts  married  Sarah  Jane 
Schaffer,  who  was  born  in  1817,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Elizabeth  ( Peed)  Schaffer,  and  died  Feb. 
22,  1889.  She  is  buried  at  Zion's  Stone  Valley 
Church.  Six  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
two  of  whom,' one  son  and  one  daughter,  died 
young,  the  others  being:  Harry  E. ; Lizzie.  Mrs. 
Elmer  I.  L’adel ; Eva  J.,  INlrs.  Jerc  W.  Lenker; 
and  Ivey.  Oeorge_M'.,  a Peformed  minister  now 
living  at  Tremont.  Pa.,  who  married  Pauline 
Schock.  i\rr.  Spotts  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Peformed  congregation  of  the  Stone  ’\'alley 
Church,  and  he  has  served  as  deacon. 

Haerv  E.  SfOTTS,  son  of  Aaron,  was  born  Oct. 
6,  1872,  in  Lower  iMaiianoy  townshij).  where  he 
is  now  engaged  in  farming.  He  woi'ked  for  his 
parents  until  he  became  of  age,  meanwhile  receiv- 
ing a good  practical  education  in  the  local  public 
scliools  and  a thorough  training  to  farm  work. 
In  the  spring  of  1893  he  began  farming  as  a ten- 
ant in  his  native  township,  renting  land  imtil 


the  spi'ing  of  10 to,  when  he  ]mrchased  the  old 
Samuel  Hepner  homestead  there.  This  property 
consists  of  thirty  acres,  lying  on  the  road  between 
Hickory  Corners  and  Pillow.  Mr.  Spotts  is  par- 
ticularly interested  in  poultrv  raising.  He  has 
various  other  business  affairs  to  occupy  his  time 
and  attention,  being  associated  closely  in  business 
matters  with  Dr.  iM.  L.  Emerick,  for  whom  he  is 
private  secretary,  also  looking  after  tire  Doctor's 
financial  interests  to  a large  extent.  Mr.  Spotts 
has  property  in  Washington.  D.  C.,  which  lie  owns 
indi\ idually,  and  besides  has  large  holdings  in  the 
Federal  Pealty  Company  and  in  the  Keystone 
Pealty  Compjany,  both  of  Washington.  D.  Ck  Hi.s 
real  estate  transactions  have  reached  considerable 
proportions,  and  he  has  handled  them  ably  and  in- 
telligently, proving  himself  a man  of  ability  in 
his  different  undertakings. 

On  Sept.  1,  1892,  Mr.  Spotts  married  Mary  E. 
Padel,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  iMary  (Lenker) 
Padel,  and  to  them  have  been  born  tliirteen  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  deceased,  the  survivors  be- 
ing: Cordelia  May,  Mary  Jane,  Lottie  Fay,  Ed- 

na M.,  Harry  A.,  Stella  and  iMarlan.  Mr.  Spotts 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Stone  Valley 
Church,  belonging  to  the  Peformed  congregation. 
I’olitically  he  is  a Pepidtlican.  and  he  has  taken 
considerable  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  party  in 
his  localitv;  he  has  served  as  register  assessor. 

FPEDEPICK  P.  DOPNSIFE.  merenant  and 
proprietor  of  the  “Hofei  Dornsife."  at  Dornsife. 
this  county,  was  born  in  Little  frlalianoy  township 
•Tan.  15,  1871,  son  of  Samuel  H and  Harriet 
(Paker)  Dornsife.  The  family  Iras  long  been 
established  in  that  section,  Daniel  Dornsife.  giand- 
fatlrer  of  Frederick  P.  Dornsife.  Iraving  lived  there 
on  the  farm  later  owned  by  his  son  Samuel  and 
now  in  the  possession  of  Ilemw  Peed,  son-in-law 
nf  Samuel  H.  Dornsife. 

Daniel  Dorn.sife  was  lionr  Oct.  27,  1792.  and' 
died  Aug.  2,  1850,  aged  sixfy-'ix  years,  nine 
months,  six  days.  He  and  his  wife  Anna  (Herb) 
are  Imried  at  the  Little  Mahanoy  Church,  of  which 
they  were  Llitherau  mcml)cr^.  Bv  occupation  he 
was  a farmer.  He  served  as  a soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  The  children  of  Daniel  and  Anna. 
(Heib)  DorU'ife  wei'e:  Susan  married  Conrad 

Paker;  Anna  married  Daniel  Paker;  Lydia  IF. 
burn  Oct.  20.  1837,  liied  unmari’icil  Aug.  25.  1863  : 
Pebeci'a  mai'ried  John  Paker;  Isaac  lived  in  iMa- 
hanov  City:  Harrv  ( Heniy)  liv,‘d  in  Kansas  City: 
Sammd  If.  is  mentioned  below;  Dr.  Daniel  fired  at 
Nanticoke.  I’ennsr  Ivauia. 

llenr  v Dornsife.  brother  of  Daniel  (above),  was 
born  June  0.  1701,  and  died  Sept.  3,  18(!7  ; his 
wife,  Mary  Fdi/ai)eth.  (Fa'old).  born  Dec.  IS, 
1700,  died  Aug.  13.  187  3.  They  were  farming 
people  and  liveil  in  Little  "Mahanoy  town-hip. 


m!}'' 


■) 


*tlu  !h1j  irjiwrt<}*»‘iJKj  9it  Hatrvif  i 

<lV.'Kii>‘U|{  fiillT  >l!jH(ii 


tl  in  -mjai  •»•»<)  V tJiJiji 

' •fSJiq'jlti'  •».  wi  •ii'w'jtnw  iJtJl  '^4JUI  .fH>i'a®: 

i' ■'  . J -ir.. *ir'  . ..u  i>LA^:it.4  .L.^...  ...A 


fit  Ji  .t'f't')  ,U/»IIIIW«  W«  Wi«WUSf  r 'M«rri  « 

f t rtinilr  liA  ,-/l  “ O’/iH  .v^L  AK  .1<I  iltiv?  »ST&|j^>a  {it  .hh«7 

i’lnJ  xrfl  .Ills  ivtti.  T’ni/ltwt  ,’!;•[ H)*n !>9?r  I { 


^ wil  Ifi  ^‘iaViaw  Btb  lit  i'H'NimltS! 

\ r.'jMWi  }>'i/'i«jt'  i,«j,i  iMi prti( #i4 

- ■ ;*^  n^rtA^f  sii)  iR'lMi  -iR  .slliA,'?  iitliio 

ij.'tri  TitQij  jrtVii  H 

(l'((i'j.Litn1  7ua^r'iK 

lull  Itnfi  .] huififf' 

'i-Kof  f.ml  vl'mifi?  <>; 


"y  •'.r- 


-iio'rts.  .vtisrtTotJ  i*jin?j<l  .,i*ioi?'y»<;  ,1imIj-iIj  f:^i«f&fiii^.  ^■ft^^-yavA  lwc?piW 

iw'tl  .*'■'? .U  to  9^ 

fc-nn  jt^4  *.j«l'*'fO  (>hi /jn  t'AnlMirntt  $41  M,  , . I‘^'*  V.i.,-,  ^ ''•’  .VflwnWotilolI  s 




wrf  ; ft»8f  ,4 

.HI  .o*>U  U’lvJti  Jt 


srritmiiti  ‘miii*  yailT  ^‘v&tKr  J»l 
'^frf^fi/uT  afljUl  m 


545 


XORTHU:\rBEHLAXD  COUXTY.  PKXXSYLA'AXIA 


'J’lieir  children  wore:  John^  William,  Elias,  Levi, 
Henrv',  Jonatltan  (died  young),  IMary  (Polly), 
Elizabeth,  Catharine  and  Susanna. 

These  brothers  Daniel  and  Henry  Dornsife  were 
the  sons  of  one  of  the  Hessian  soldiers  brought 
over  to  fight  in  the  King's  arm}'  during  the  Itevo- 
lutioii.  Like  many  of  his  countrymen  he  remained 
in  America,  settliug''bn  the  west  side  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna river,  where  he  died  at  a comparatively 
early  age;  he  is  buried  there.  He  married  Eliz- 
abeth Xahwel,  who  was  born  March  20,  1701,  and 
died  Sept.  3,  1827,  in  Little  Mahanoy  township, 
Xorthumberland  county,  whither  she  and  her 
two  sons  Daniel  and  Henry  moved  after  her  hus- 
band’s death.  Here  she  married  (second)  John 
Dunkelberger  (1745-1818),  and  they  are  buried  in 
a private  burial-ground  on  the  old  John  Dunkel- 
berger homestead.  Her  sons  Daniel  and  Henry 
(locally  known  as  ‘^'Henner'’)  Dornsife  are  buried 
at  Little  iMahanoy  Church;  they  were  nicknamed 
“die  Grumbera  Hesse.’’ 

Samuel  H.  Dornsife,  son  of  Daniel  Dornsife, 
was  born  iMay  20,  182-5,  in  Little  Mahanoy  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  and  died,  passing  away  April 
4,  1889.  His  birth  and  death  took  place  on  the 
farm  now  onned  by  his  son-in-law,  Henry  Deed, 
in  the  western  part  of  Little  Mahanoy,  though  the 
tract  was  larger  in  his  day,  and  he  not  only  fol- 
lowed farming  but  blacksmithing  and  tanning, 
liaving  a small  tannery  in  which  he  made  leather 
for  his  own  use.  Ho  also  hewed  millstones,  and 
was  an  all-around  mechanic,  quite  famous  in  the 
locality  for  Ids  skill.  His  wife  Harriet,  daughter 
of  Frederick,  and  Elizabeth  (Hoffman)  Laker,  of 
Little  Mahanoy  township,  died  March  19,  1902, 
aged  si.xty-five  years,  eight  months,  eighteen  days, 
the  mother  of  a large  family,  namely : Anna,  wife 
of  Henry  Peed ; Daniel,  of  Shamokin  ; Katie,  wife 
' of  Jacob  Lenker ; Samuel  R.,  who  died  -Tan.  22, 
1901,  aged  thirty-one  years,  eight  months,  fifteen 
days;  Frederick  IL ; Susan,  who  died  Sept.  23, 
1890,  aged  seventeen  years,  eight  months,  twent}'- 
eight  days;  Henry;  Eeilly;  a son  that  died  in  in- 
fancy; Mary,  wife  of  Anthony  Dice;  David,  and 
Feli.v. 

Frederick  L.  Dornsife  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  tlie  home  locality,  n-as  reared 
to  farm  life,  and  when  eighteen  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  ])ainter  and  paper  hanger.  Pie  con- 
tinued to  follow  that  occupation  until  1900,  in 
which  year  he  liecame  proprietor  of  the  “Xever- 
sink  Piotel’’  at  Trevorton.  Pa.,  conducting  that 
establishment  for  three  years.  On  Juno  5,  1904, 
Mr.  Dornsife  came  to  Dornsife,  wlicre  ho  has  since 
been  successfully  engaged  in  business,  conducting 
the  store  and  hotel,  of  wiiicli  latter  he  is  owner 
as  well  as  irroprietor.  Since  1907  he  lias  also  been 
postmaster.  Besides  a full  line  of  general  mer- 
chandise, for  which  he  liU'  an  extensive  local  trade, 
Mr.  Dornsift'  dr-als  in  coal.  salt,  railroad  tics,  bark 
3.) 


and  lumber,  giving  employment  to  two  men  and 
doing  considerable  of  tlie  work  hiimself.  Ho  has 
liecome  prosperous  through  ins  industry  and  good 
management,  and  is  a creditable  representative  of 
a family  always  honored  in  this  district.  The  vil- 
lage of  Dornsife,  a settlement  of  alxaut  one  hun- 
dred people,  was  named  for  Henry  Dornsife  (un- 
cle of  P'rederick  L’.  Dornsife),  who  was  a miller 
and  had  a gristmill  near  hy,  on  the  Mahanoy 
cieek,  in  successful  operation.  Dornsife  is  a sta- 
tion on  the  Herndon  branch  of  the  Philadelphia 
A'  Beading  road. 

In  September,  190-,  Mr.  Dornsife  married  Cas- 
sie,  daughter  of  the  late  Daniel  PL  Zartman  and 
his  wife  Lena  (Peifer),  of  Dornsife.  - Three  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union;  Goldie  Play, 
Bobert  Baynold  and  T^ena  Catharine. 

PIr.  Dornsife  is  a member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  P\ 
lodge  at  Trevorton  and  of  Lodge  Xo.  355,  B.  P.  0. 
bilks,  of  Shamokin.  He  is  independent  in  politics 
and  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  local  affairs, 
having  hold  various  public  offices.  At  present  he 
is  serving  as  tax  collector  of  I^ittle  Plahanoy 
township. 

BOSS.  The  Bosses  of  T„ower  Augusta  and 
Bockefeller  townships  in  Xortliumlierland  county 
belong  to  the  historic  family  of  Scottish  origin 
founded  in  this  country  about  1750  bv  four  broth- 
ers, George,  William,  John  and  Joseph  Boss,  na- 
tives of  Scotland,  all  of  whom  served  with  distine-, 
tion  in  the  Bevolution,  making  long  and  mer- 
itorious records  as  supporters  of  the  cause  of  free- 
dom. They  were  personally  acquainted  with  Gen- 
eral Washington.  Betsy  Boss,  the  Philadelphia 
damsel  who  made  the  first  American  fiag.  adopted 
by  Gongre.ss  at  'Washington’s  suggestion,  was  of 
this  family,  a daughter  of  one  Georg'e  Boss,  who 
-settled  at  Philadelphia  and  was  a soldier  in  the 
Bevolution. 

The  Pennsylvania  Archives.  PMl.  T,  page  385, 
show  that  George  Boss  was  the  owner  of  a ship 
known  as  the  brig  “Plary,'’’  fifty  ton-,  registered 
Xov.  23,  1762.  On  Jan.  11,  1776,  George  Boss 
was  appointed  adjutant  of  Col.  Arthur  St.  Clair’s 
2d  Pennsylvania  Battalion,  which  was  in  service 
from  January,  1776,  to  .Tanuary,  1717.  He  re- 
signed tliis  commission  July  1,  1776.  and  was  pro- 
moted to  lieutenant  of  marines  with  the  rank  of 
ensign.  On  July  4,  177(),  delegates  from  the  As- 
sociated Battalions  held  a convention  at  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  when  two  brigadier  generals  were  elected,  and 
George  Boss,  who  was  president  of  the  convention 
( 1).  Clymer  was  secretary),  receive<l  nine  votes. 
'Phere  were  eigiit  candidates  for  the  positions. 
Daniel  Bolierdeau  and  James  Ifwiiig  being  the 
two  successful  contestants.  One  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  at  this  convention  readst 

Resolved.  Th.it  Col.  George  Ross.  Lieut.  Col. 
Daniel  Cljnier  ari  l Capt  Sharp  Delaiwy  he  a com- 
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mittee  to  review  and  correct  the  raiiuites  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  day,  and  they  are  hereby  desired 
to  publish  them  in  the  several  newspapers  of  the 
Colony,  and  that  .they  be  signed  by  the  President. 

D.  Clymer.  George  Ross, 

Secretary.  President. 

Lancaster,  July  4,  1776. 

In  the  summer  of  ITTG  George  Boss  was  com- 
missioned a colonel  of  a company  from  Lancaster 
county.  He  also  served  tlie  aforesaid  county  as 
deputy  tjuaiTermaster  general.  In  the  summer  of 
177G  he  issued  a regimental  order  to  which  he 
signed  his  name  “George  Boss,  Colonel.''  On  page 
15,  A'ol.  VII,  of  the  5th  .Series  of  rennsylvania 
Archives,  is  an  account  of  moneys  expended  hy 
iMichael  Dieffenderfer  for  the  support  of  the  wives 
and  children  of  militiamen  belonging  to  ('apt. 
George  Musser's  company  in  Col.  George  Boss's 
battalion  of  Lancaster  county. 

George  Boss,  Jr.,  son  of  George  Boss,  above,  in 
1776  was  a lieutenant  of  the  11th  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  Continental  Line,  and  on  Sept.  30, 
1776,  was  }»romoted  to  the  captaincy  of  a com- 
pany of  Col.  Bichard  Humptoii's  regiment,  known 
as  tile  “Old  Eleventh."  On  June  11,  1777,  Colonel 
Humpton,  while  in  camp  at  Mount  Pleasant,  X^. 
J.,  makes  a report  of  his  eight  companies ; Cap- 
tain Boss  had  eighteen  men  in  camp,  thirteen  at 
Philadelphia,  one  a prisoner  of  war,  two  claimed, 
seven  deserted : total,  thirty-two  men. 

John  Boss,  arrother  of  the  four  brothers  men- 
tioned, settled  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  from 
which  territory  he  served  in  the  Bevolution,  mak- 
ing an  excellent  and  honorable  record. 

Joseph  Boss,  another  of  the  four  brothers,  and 
his  son,  Joseph  Boss,  Jr.,  both  served  with  credit 
in  the  Revolution.  After  the  Bevolution  he  set- 
tled in  Xew  Yoi'k  State,  where  his  descendants 
still  reside.  Some  of  his  grandsons  became  drov- 
ers, and  in  the  course  of  their  journeyings  as  such 
met  and  talked  witli  the  descendants  of  William 
Boss,  the  other  brother  of  the  four,  who  then  lived 
in  Lower  Augusta  township,  Xorthumiterland 
Co.,  Pennsyh  ania. 

William  Boss,  to  whom  the  Xorthumberland 
c-ounty  family  traces  back,  in  a list  of  miscel- 
laneous officers  is  given  as  a captain  of  a company 
in  the  Bevolution  (Pennsylvania  Archives.  5th 
Series,  Yol.  IV,  page  The  same  authority 

mentions  him  as  a private  in  the  Continental  Line 
earlier  in  the  war.  In  Julv,  1 777.  he  was  a pri- 
vate of  the  5th  Battalion,  and  in  Septeml)er.  1777, 
he  was  a private  of  the  -1th  Battalion,  to  which  he 
had  been  transferreil.  From  Aug.  1 to  Sept.  3, 
17H1,  he  was  a private  in  Capt.  Samuel  Holliday's 
company.  liUter  in  the  same  year,  for  twenty-six 
days,  he  was  on  the  ])ay  roll  as  a [trivate  of  (.'apt. 
William  Huston’s  company.  Late  in  1781  he  was 
enlisted  as  a private  of  the  first  chu^s  in  Co1.  Al- 
exander Brown’s  regiment.  In  the  Pennsylvania 
Archives.  .'>th  Series.  Vol.  \’ll,  page  3,  he  was  re- 


corded as  a lieutenant,  (Jet.  'B5,  1777.  He  served 
nine  years  and  eleven  montlis. 

There  was  a James  Boss  who  lived  in  Lancaster 
county  and  was  related  to  the  four  brothers,  but 
the  relationship  is  uncertain.  He,  too,  made  a 
most  creditable  Bevolutionary  record. 

William  Boss  first  settled  in  Lancaster  county, 
later  coming  to  Sunbury,  where  he  took  up  a large 
tract  of  land.  At  the  time  of  the  Whiskey  Insur- 
rection, in  17!H,  he  was  again  in  the  service  for 
some  months,  and  is  said  to  have  been  killed  at 
that  time.  -He  had  an  only  son,  'William. 

William  Boss,  only  son  of  William,  was  a mere 
child  at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  and  he  was 
bound  out  at  Lancaster,  where  he  learned  the  trade 
of  hatter.  Beturning  to  Sunbury,  he  was  married 
there  to  Betsy  Michum,  whose  pcMijtle  came  from 
the  vicinity  of  IMuney,  Pa.  After  several  years,  in 
1807,  he  settled  on  a tract  of  land  in  what  is  now 
Lower  Augusta  township,  X'ortbumberland  coun- 
ty, now  owned  by  John  Haupt.  But  he  lived  there 
only  a short  time,  in  1808  moving  to  the  locality 
where  his  grandson  William  Ross  lived  until  his 
recent  death,  this  homestead  hacing  now  been  in 
the  Boss  name  for  over  one  hundred  years.  When 
the  pioneer  William  Ross  ■ located  thereon  only 
three-(iuarters  of  an  acre  had  been  cleared — a deer 
patch  made  by  the  early  hunters  to  help  them 
catch  the  animals  easily.  Salt  was  spread  on  the 
ground  for  the  deer  to  lick,  and  it  was  a compar- 
atively easy  matter  to  shoot  them  once  they  were 
in  the  clearing.  The  Haniel  Ijcvi  warrant  or 
survey  for  this  tract,  which  calls  for  3-tP  acies, 
bears  the  date  17!)3.  It  was  purchased  by  Au- 
gustus T.,  William  and  James  Ross,  sons  of  Wil- 
liam Ross.  Jr.,  who  had  also  a son  John  and  two 
daughters.  Betsy  and  Polly,  and  all  this  family 
lived  and  died  there  excejrt  Augustus  T.,  who  died 
in  Lopez,  Sullivan  Go.,  Pa.,  where  he  is  buried. 
William  Ross,  Jr.,  followed  hatting  rvliile  living 
in  Lower  Augusta  township.  He  die<l  in  middh' 
life,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  in  the  River 
cemeterv  at  Fislier's  Ferry,  but  there  is  no  tomb- 
stone to  maik  the  spot. 

William  Ross,  one  of  the  foui'  sons  of  William 
Boss,  Jr.,  was  b(un  Oct.  6,  1806,  at  Sunbuiy,  and 
was  in  his  infancy  when  his  pai'cnts  removed  to 
Lower  Augusta  townshi[).  where  he  jiassed  all  his 
life.  He  lived  on  the  same  ground  later  owned  by 
his  son  William,  having  a tract  of  I'Pl  acres, 
mostly  woodland,  and  in  1850  he  built  a stone 
house  which  was  torn  down  by  his  son  William  in 
1891.  Ill  185('-.51  lie  also  built  a barn,  which  his 
son  William  lebuilt  in  189G.  When  he  built  the 
present  large  In  ick  house,  in  1875.  he  made  the 
bricks  himself,  he  and  a neighbor,  .\aron  Wilkin- 
son. who  also  juit  up  a brick  house,  making  the 
brick-:  together  in  187  f and  putting  up  tluur  house-^ 
the  following  vear.  l\fr.  Boss  was  a tvpical  lumiecr 
woodsman,  and  In*  was  handy  with  many  tools 
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but  juntieularly  skillful  as  a uundworker.  There 
were  no  sawmills  in  tlie  vicinity  in  his  early  life, 
so  he  shaved  shin<>ios  by  hand,  made  handles  for 
pickaxes,  hammers,  etc.,  and  was  an  all-around 
useful  man  at  mechanical  labor.  He  helped  to 
build  the  first  Shamokiii  ilam  at  Sunbury,  and 
helped  to  clear  much  land  in  this  vicinity.  His 
death  occurred  April  Id,  1885,  and  he  is  buried 
at  the  ^Mountain  Presbyterian  Church.  His  wife 
Sarah  (Penn),  born  in  IMarch,  1818;,  died  in  June, 
18T0,  aged  sixty-one  years,  three  months,  twenty- 
six  days.  Her  parents.  Phili})  and  Pachel  Penn, 
had  children  as  follows:  Heniy,  who  located  in 

Decatur  county,  Tnd. : John,  who  located  in  Lower 
Augusta  township;  Betsy.  Mrs.  John  Cornell: 
Sarah.  Mrs.  Poss ; and  Tiny,  IMrs.  John  Flem- 
ming. To  William  and  Sarah  (Penn)' Puss  were 
born  the  following  children:  Amos,  who  was  born 
on  the  forty-fourth  anniversary  of  his  father's 
birth,  died  March  •3(i.  1884-.  aged  thirty-three  years, 
five  months,  twenty  days;  ’Willia’m  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Sarah  Elizabeth  died  unmarried  Jan.  '20, 
1880,  aged  twenty-three  years,  seven  months,  twen- 
tv-oue  days;  Jane  died  unmarried  just  three  weeks 
after  her  sister,  on  Jan.  20,  1880. 

William  Poss^  con  of  ’William  and  Sarah 
(Penn)  Poss.  was  born  May  24,  1853.  in  Lower 
Augusta  township,  rvhere  he  passed  all  his  life. 
His  educational  advantages  were  rather  limited, 
but  what  he  lacked  in  that  kind  of  training  he 
made  up  for  in  practical  experience.  In  early 
life  he  learneil  his  fatherT  trade,  making  shingles 
and  handles  by  hand,  giving  his  attention  chiefly 
to  the  production  of  handles  of  all  kinds.  He  also 
helped  to  clear  three  dift’erent  tracts  of  land,  so 
that  he  knew  considerable,  by  personal  experience, 
of  the  work  of  developing  land  for  cultivation.  His 
last  work  of  this  kind  was  the  clearing  of  five  acres 
of  timl)er,  in  the  fall  of  1909,  of  the  130-acre  tract 
which  he  owned  on  the  top  of  iMahanoy  mountain, 
where  he  built  a house  for  his  son  William  W. 
Ross’.  He  gave  to  each  of  his  sons,  George  E.  and 
"William  "W.,  thirty  acres  of  this  130-acre  tract. 
For  a number  of  years  he  followed  lumbering,  but 
he  was  most  extensively  interested  in  agriculture, 
at  the  time  of  his  death  owning  about  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land,  including  the  homestead  in 
Lower  Augusta  township.  He  owned  the  first  tract 
of  land  cleared  and  settled  in  this  section  of  the 
county,  still  known  as  the  ‘’Pev.  Risen  tract.’’  Rev. 
Mr.  Risen  was  a Methodist  minister  and  prob- 
ablythe  first  settler  in  bis  part  of  Xorthumberland 
county,  the  house  he  occupied  standing  near  a 
good  s])ring.  He  planted  locust  trees.  The  Tul- 
pehocken  road,  the  first  road  leading  to  Sunbury 
from  Reading  and  Berks  county,  and  from  Xew 
York  State,  was  later  laid  out  tlirough  this  land, 
f km  rad  Weiser  and  the  Indians  ])assed  this  way 
in  their  journeyings.  When  the  Xew  Jersey  pi- 
oneers who  settled  in  tliis  >eetion  wei’c  readv  to 


plant  they  obtained  their  first  -(cd  wheat  from  Rev. 
Mr.  Risen.  Thougli  an  active  man  Mr.  Ross  de- 
voted all  his  time  to  his  own  affairs,  always  refus- 
ing official  honors.  In  politics  he  was  a Repub- 
lican, in  religion  a Presbyterian,  and  he  helped  to 
build  the  Mountain  Pie'-byterian  Church.  He  dietl 
at  ld>  home  at  Augustaville  Ahiv.  It.  1910,  and 
was  buried  at  that  place.  He  was  not  only  prom- 
inent as  a well-to-do  fanner  of  his  home  section, 
hut  was  also  well  known  in  Sunbury,  and  was  uni- 
versally respected,  his  death  being  regarded  as  a 
loss  to  the  whole  community. 

On  iMarch  16,  1880,  iMr.  Ross  married  Hannah 
J.  Strasser,  daughter  of  Henry  Strasser,  and  to 
them  were  boni  six  children:  George  E. ; William 
W.,  who  married  Ruth  Schwenk;  Clai’a  E.,  who 
married  Ernest  Metz  and  died  not  h>ng  afterward; 
Sarah  G.;- Laura  A.,  and  M.  Ella.- 

The  Poss  family  has  a wooden  chest  bearing 
the  date  111 6 which  was  made  in  Germany  and 
was  brought  to  America  by  a Derr,  who  settled  in 
Little  Mahanoy  township,  this  county.' 

John  Poss.  previously  mentioned  as  one  of  the 
sons  of  William  Poss,  Jr.,  was  born  m Lower 
Augusta  township,  and  followed  farming  and  la- 
boring work  generally,  making  pick  handles  to 
eke  out  his  income.  He  owned  a large  tract  of 
land  on  the  northern  slope  of  the  Mahanoy  moun- 
tain. He  is  buried  at  the  ^Mountain  Presbyterian 
Church,  Avhere  his  wife,  ilary  Elizai>eth  (Smith), 
also  rests.  Th.ey  had  children  as  follows:  Eman- 

uel ; Augustus,  who  is  deceased  ; Alexander,  John 
and  Frank,  all  of  whom  live  at  Sh.amokin  ; and 
Emma  J.,  who  married  Ed.  Badenian.  of  Sunbury, 
and  died  about  a year  afterward. 

Eviaxukl  Ro.ss  was  born  July  28,  1811,  in  TiOw- 
er  Augusta  township,  where  he  was  reared  and  re- 
ceived his  education.  Until  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  continued  to  work  on  the  farm,  and  then  for  a 
period  of  twelve  years  followed  railroading,  dur- 
ing this  time  making  his  home  in  the  borough  of 
Shamokin:  he  has  since  made  his  home  in  Rocke- 
feller township,  and  from  1881  to  the  ))resent  time 
has  occupied  his  present  farm  there.  It  consists  of 
103  acres,  and  was  formerly  the  homestead  of  Se- 
bastian Zimmerman,  who  erected  the  barn  in  1892. 
iMr.  Poss  has  owned  the  property  since  1894,  hav- 
ing been  a tenant  during  the  first  few  years  of 
his  residence  there.  He  is  a ju'ugressive  farmer, 
and  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  neighbor- 
hood. a valuable  and  respected  member  of  the  com- 
munity and  a worthy  representative  of  an  honored 
old  family. 

In  Xovember,  1810,  Mr.  Poss  married  Sarah 
Bixler.  ilaughter  of  Joseph  and  .Maria  (Wolfgang) 
Bixler,  of  Shamokin.  and  they  have  had  the  follow- 
ing named  children:  Charles  E..  who  married 

Eva  Eister,  lives  in  Pockefellei'  township;  Emma 
died  at  the  age  of  thiidy  V('ars,  unman  ied  ; llai'- 
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vey  \V.,  who  married  Emma  Yeager,  lives  in  Sun- 
hury;  William  J.  is  a carpenter  by  trade  ; Alex- 
ander and  Jackson  live  at  home;  Stella  A.  died 
when  four  years  old.  Mr.  Boss  and  his  family  at- 
tend the  iMethodist  Church.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a Democrat. 


Janies  Boss,  son  of  William  Boss,  Jr.,  was  born 
in  Lower  Augusta  township,  and  died  in  that  sec- 
tion about  1857.  aged  fifty-two  years.  He  is  buried 
at  the  l\[ountain  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was 
a farmer  and  huckster,  selling  his  produce  at  Potts- 
ville  and  IMinersville,  and  was  a skillful  wood- 
worker. making  grain  cradles,  handles  for  miners’ 
tools,  etc.  He  had  a third  interest  in  a '200-acre 
tract  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  and  lived  on 
his  part.  This  tract  is  now  owned  by  Henry  Lis- 
ter and  adjoins  tbe  farm  of  Wellington  Boss,  son 
of  James  Boss.  An  enterprising  and  intelligent 
man,  he  occupied  an  honorable  place  among  his 
fellow  citizens.  iMr.  Boss  married  Harriet  Col- 
dren,  daughter  of  Solomon  Coldren,  of  Lower  Au- 
gu.sta  townshiji,  whose  wife’s  name  was  iMinnier. 
Six  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Edward 

died  in  lOOl  in  Ohio  and  is  buried  there,  in  Otta- 
wa county;  David  A.  lives  near  Herndon,  in  Jack- 
son  township,  this  county;  Marion,  who  died  when 
thirty-nine  years  old,  was  a charcoal  burner  in 
Lower  .Augusta  township;  Xelson  was  a farmer  for 
some  time  in  the  State  of  Ohio  and  died  in  Ten- 
nessee: 'Wellington  is  mentioned  below;  iMary  Jane 
lives  in  Xorthumberland  county  (she  is  a deaf 
mute).  For  her  second  husband  Mrs.  Boss  mar- 
ried William  Shipman,  who  died  in  Snydertown 
borough.  Seven  children  were  born  to  this  union, 
namely:-  William  H..  Elliot  A.,  Jefferson,  Malin- 
da,  Emma,  and  two  that  died  in  infancy.  Mrs. 
Shi[>man  died  in  July,  1D02,  aged  seventy-five 
years,  and  is  buried  at  the  ^fountain  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Wellixgtox  Bos.s,  son  of  James  Boss,  was  born 
May  1,  1854.  on  his  father's  farm  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  and  there  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  He  was  reared  to  farming, 
and  in  his  early  manhood  learned  nowder-making 
from  A.  S.  Speece.  in  Little  Mahanoy  township, 
which  he  followed  there  for  four  years.  In  the 
spring  of  1880  he  licgan  farming  on  the  tract  ho 
still  occu])ies  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  his  prop- 
erty consisting  of  seventy-three  acres  lying  along 
the  north  side  of  Mahanoy  mountain.  Mr.  Boss 
erected  tiie  dwelling  he  occupies  in  1881.  and  the 
barn  was  built  t)y  the  previous  owner,  John  Ful- 
ler; the  original  owner  of  this  place  was  one  Isaac 
Ifogers,  a ]>ioneer  of  this  section,  after  whom  Levi 
Barrett  owned  it,  ilr.  Fuller  succeeding  him.  The 
.situation  is  admirable,  the  \ iew  of  the  surrounding 
country  from  this  location  being  particularly  fine, 
and  the  property  is  valual)le  for  its  productive 
qualities,  Mr.  Boss  raising  c msiderable  grain  and 


truck  and  making  a s[)eciaity  of  fruit,  growing- 
various  kinds,  in  abundance:  he  has  twii  acre-^  of 
raspberries.  He  takes  his  truck  to  f!ie  Shamokin 
markets,  where  it  finds  a ready  sale. 

In  1878  Mr.  Bo^s  married  Sarah  Lister,  daugh- 
ter of  Isaiah  and  Lovina  (Beitz)  flister,  and  to- 
this  marriage  were  born  four  children:  Laura, 

wife  of  Charles  Burrell  (they  live  in  Shamokin)  ; 
Henry,  who  died  young:  IMaiy,  married  to  John 
Baker  (they  live  at  Philadelphia)  ; and  Elmer,  who 
died  young.  IMrs.  Boss  died  Jan.  31,  1888,  aged 
twenty-nine  years,  two  tnonths,  five  days,  and  is 
buried  at  the  Mountain  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
1800  Mr.  Boss  married  (second)  Annie  Beader. 
daughter  of  Bobert  B.  Beader,  and  they  have  had 
seven  children:  Lewis  (who  died  young),  Her- 

man, Bertha,  Elsie,  Walter,  Erma  and  Bosa.  iMr. 
Boss  and- his  family  are  members  of  the  Mountain 
Presbyterian  Church. 

JACOB  W.  STBOHECKEB,  a prominent  farm- 
er of  the  southern  portion  of  Jordan  township,  was 
born  Xov.  5,  1850,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives^ 
son  of  William  and  Sallic  (Wiost)  Strohecker. 

John  and  Elizabeth  (Williams)  Strohecker,  his 
grandparents,  were  natives  of  Berks  county.  Pa.,, 
where  the  Strohecker  family  lias  been  established 
from  an  early  date.  Coming  to  this  region,  John 
Strohecker  died  when  a comparatively  young  man, 
in  the  Mahantango  Talley,  and  is  liuried  at  How- 
erters  Hnion  Church,  of  which  he  was  a Beformed 
member.  He  is  described  as  a tall  man.  with  dark 
liair  and  brown  eyes.  His  widow  married  a Wil- 
liamsport man,  by  whom  she  had  five  children,  and 
she  is  buried  at  Williamsport.  By  her  marriage  to- 
John  Strohecker  she  had  two  children:  IVilliam 

and  John,  the  lattei',  who  was  a mason,  settling  in 
the  Lykens  Talley  and  reared  a family  still  living 
in  that  section. 

Daniel  Strohecker.  the  great-grandfather  of  Ja- 
cob IV.  Strohecker,  died  prior  to  June  19,  1820,  the 
date  papers  of  administration  were  filed.  Jacob- 
Seitzinger  being  administrator  of  his  estate.  The 
record  is  found  in  Will  Book  2,  page  517.  at  the 
Xorthumberland  county  courthouse. 

William  Strohecker,  son  of  John,  was  born  Jan., 
7,  1811,  in  Upper  IMahantango  township,  Schuyl- 
kill Co.,  Pa.,  and  farmed  practically  all  his  life- 
in  Jordan  township.  Xorthumberland  county,  part 
of  liis  farm  being  now  owned  liy  his  son  Jacob  W. 
Strohecker,  the  rest  by  William  L.  Troutman.  He 
made  frequent  trips  to  Beading,  at  which  place  the 
farmers  of  the  section  did  most  of  their  marketing 
rlum.  and  he  also  drove  a huckster  team  to  Potts- 
ville.  He  was  a popular  man  among  his  neigh- 
bors, served  two  years  as  supervisor  of  .Iordan 
township,  and  in  politics  was  identified  with  the 
Democratic  y)arty.  His  death  occurred  July  21, 
1880,  and  he  is  buried  at  St.  David’s  Chun-h, 
TL-be,  where  his  \\  if('  aLo  rest-^.  Mr.  Strohecker 
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aiKimed  Sallie  AViost,  ''.vlio  was  born  Eeb.  21,  1816, 
Slaughter  of  John  AA'iest,  and  they  were  the  parents 
•of  sixteen  cliildrcn,  namely:  John  (deceased), 

■George  (deceased),  Ilany,  AATlliam  (born  in 
1836,  died  in  1815),  Sallie,  Samuel  (deceased), 
Louisa  (deceased),  Joel,  Tobias  (deceased),  Dan- 
iel, Jacob  AA'.,  Aloses,  James,  Polly  (deceased),  Da- 
vid and  Hannah. 

Jacob  AA*.  Strohecker  received  his  education  in 
■the  pay  schools  which  Avere  conducted  in  the  home 
neighborhood  during  his  boyhood,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  working  for  his  parents,  as  Avas  cus- 
tomary, until  he  became  of  age.  In  1872  he  began 
farming  on  the  homestead  on  his  OAvn  account, 
having  purchased  sixty  acres  of  his  father's  prop- 
erty, and  in  1885  he  purchased  another  tract,  of 
100  acres.  He  farmed  all  this  himself  until  his 
recent  retirement,  in  the  spring  of  1909,  since 
which  time  he  has  made  his  home  at  Hebe,  Avhere 
he  OAA’us  his  nice  residence  and  a small  piece  of 
;ground.  In  the  spring  of  1910  he  purchased  a 
tract  of  fifteen  acres  near  that  place,  and  he  is  one 
of.  the  substantial  residents  of  the  region,  Avhere 
he  is  much  respected  for  his  industrious  career  and 
susefulness  as  a citizen.  He  Avas  successful  and 
prosperous  during  his  active  years  as  the  result 
■of  hard  A\ork,  and  he  gained  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing an  excellent  manager.  For  a numljer  of  years 
Tie  has  been  quite  influential  in  the  local  councils 
'of  the  Democratic  party  and  he  has  held  various 
public  offices,  having  given  able  service  on  the 
school  board,  of  Avhich  ho  Avas  a member  for  flf- 
ieen  years,  twelve  years  consecutively,  and  he  was 
-supervisor  for  five  consecutive  years.  He  has  also 
been  active  in  church  Avork  as  a member  of  the  De- 
formed congregation  of  St.  David's  Church,  at 
Hebe,  to  Avhich  his  family  also  belong : he  has  held 
•all  the  church  offices,  having  been  deacon,  trustee 
at  the  time  the  present  church  was  remodeled,  and 
elder,  AAhich  office  he  still  holds. 

On  Jan.  7.  1870.  Air.  Strohecker  inarried  Eliza- 
beth AA'iest,  daughter  of  John  and  Lucy  (Beissel) 
AAbest,  of  Jordan  township,  and  they  have  three 
children:  John,  Avho  is  noAV  a lumberman  in  Coaa'- 
litz  county.  Wash.,  is  married  and  has  tAvo  chil- 
•dren ; Cassie  married  Frank  Hoffman  and  they  are 
farming  people,  living  on  the  Strolieeker  fann  in 
Jordan  toAvnship,  Avhero  they  liaAc  lieen  located 
-since  the  spring  of  1909  (they  have  had  fourteen 
<-hildren,  five  of  Avhom  are  deceasedy:  Alary  mar- 
ried Harry  Boyer,  an  engineer,  and  they  reside  in 
'Oregon  (they  iia'c  had  one  daughter,  Avho  died  in 
infancy). 

KLINGEP.  The  oldest  resident  in  his  section 
is  DaA’id  S.  Klinger,  of  KlingerstoAvn,  avIio  has 
lived  at  that  jilace  for  sixty  years  and  in  the  neigh- 
borhood all  his  life.  Henry  C.  Klinger,  a Avell 
’knoAvn  young  citizen  of  Loiver  Alahanoy  toAvnship, 
Northumberland  county,  is  a member  of  the  same- 


family,  which  has  been  established  in  this  region 
for  many  years. 

The  Klinger  family  is  of  German  origin,  and  its 
first  representative  in  this  country,  Johan  Plulip 
Klinger,  Avas  born  July  11,  1723,  in  Germany.  He 
and  his  Avife  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Read- 
ing, Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  Avhere  she  died,  Avithout  issue. 
Going  liack  to  Germany,  he  remarried  there,  and  on 
his  return  to  America  again  made  his  home  at 
Reading,  Avhere  all  his  children,  four  sons  and  one 
daughter  boni  to  the  second  union,  Avere  born.  AIov- 
iug  thence  to  Avhat  is  now  Hubley  townshi}), 
SehuA'lkill  Co.,  Pa.,  he  took  up  one  thousand  acres 
of  land  in  the  neighborhood  about  Klinger's 
Church,  and  there  liA’ed  and  farmed  until  his 
death,  Avhich  occurred  Sept.  30,  1811,  Avhen  he  Avas 
over  eighty-eight  years  old.  He  donated  the  land 
upon  Avhicli  the  first  Klinger's  Church  was  built, 
and  it  Avas  so  named  in  his  honor.  Tlie  children 
born  to  him  and  his  Avife  Anna  Avere : George, 

John  Philip,  Alexander,  Peter  and  Elizabeth.  The 
daughter  married  Conrad  AAYiser,  son  of  Frederick 
AAYiser  and  grandson  of  Conrad  AA'ei.ser,  the  not- 
ed Indian  interpreter.  Philip,  George  and  Alev.- 
ander  Klinger  are  mentioned  in  the  marriage  cer- 
tificate of  Conrad  AA'eiser,  Jr.,  Nov.  12.  1775. 
George  Klinger,  Esq.,  dreAv  up  an  agreement  in 
regard  to  the  estate  of  Conrad  AVeiser,  deceased, 
Alahanoy  toAvnship.  Of  the  four  sous  of  Johan 
Philip  Klinger,  the  emigrant.  Ave  Iia\e  the  fol- 
loAving  account. 

George  Klinger  Avas  married  twice,  the  maiden 
name  of  one  of  Ins  wives  being  Brosius.  He  had 
children  by  both  marriages,  viz.:  Philip,  Alexan- 
der, .John,  Peter,  Barbara  (Airs.  Zerbo)  and  Airs. 
George  Klock. 

John  Philip  Klinger  lived  on  a farm  m.w  OAvned 
by  Emanuel  Deibert,  and  later  moA'ed  across  the 
Susquehanna  river  to  the  location  in  Snyder  coun- 
ty Avhere  he  died.  His  Avife's  maiden  name  Avas 
Snyder,  and  they  had  children.  (At  Klinger's 
Cliureh  is  hnriecl  Philip,  “son  of  Johann  Philip 
and  Anna  Klinger,''  born  Alarch  11.  1792,  died 
March  30,  1851.) 

.\lexander  Klinger,  born  at  Reading  Feb.  17, 
1767,  died  April  (i,  1839,  and  is  buried  at  Kling- 
er's Church.  He  manded  Alagdalena  Haag,  avIk' 
Avas  born  in  1770  and  died  in  1816,  and  to  them 
Avere  lx)rn  tAvo  sons  and  three  daughters:  Alex- 
ander, George,  Catharine,  Eve  and  Anna  Alaria. 

Peter  Klinger,  born  Nov.  3.  1773,  died  Aug.  10. 
1858,  and  is  buried  at  Klinger's  Church.  He  mar- 
ried Catharine  Steinbruch,  Avho  Avas  born  Alay  3. 
1771,  and  died  Sept.  21,  1815.  and  the  following 
children  Avere  born  to  this  union:  Peter.  -Johannes. 
Jacob,  George.  Daniel,  Alexander,  John  Adam. 
Philip.  Eve  (married  Samuel  Wiest).  Hannah 
(married  Alichael  Dietz)  and  Airs.  John  h’ei-^- 
inger. 

.Alexander  Klinger,  son  of  Ah-xandi'r  and  grand- 
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son  01  the  euugraut  anceetor^  married  Elizabeth 
Schwalm,  daughter  of  John  Scluvalra,  the  Hessian 
soldier,  and  they  were  farming  people  all  their 
lives.  ' To  tliem  were  born  three  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Amv,  John,  Samuel  and  David  S. 

David  S.  IvLixCrEU,  son  of  Alexander  and  Eliza- 
beth (Schwalm)  Klinger,  was  born  May  15,  18’27. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  millwright,  and  has  had 
a busy  and  successful  career,  all  of  which  has  been 
passed  in  his  native  locality.  In  1851  lie  settled 
in  Klingetstown,- wliere  he  lias  since  resided,  and 
he  has  a comfortalJe  home  and  nian\'  oth.er  things 
which  go  to  make  life  pleasant.  He  has  accumu- 
lated considerable  property,  having  a 150-acre 
farm  in  Mahantango  township,  Schuylkill  county, 
a ten-acre  tract  in  Klingerstown,  and  a tract  of 
sixteen  acres  two  miles  from  Klingerstown,  in  Ma- 
hantango township.  Though  long  past  the  age  of 
eighty  Mr.  Klinger  has  an  active  mind  and  a 
clear  memory,  and  the  family  history  used  in  this 
article  was  all  contributed  by  him.  He  and  all 
his  family  are  of  the  Reformed  faith,  Mr.  Klinger 
being  a Reformed  member  of  the  Union  Church 
at  Klingerstown.  His  father  was  a Lutheran. 

In  1851  Mr.  Klinger  married  Barbara  Mhest, 
daughter  of  John  and  Catharine  (Merkel)  M'iest, 
and  eleven  children  have  been  born  to  them:  Pres- 
ton, Francis,  Ottis,  Calvin,  Alexander,  Amelia. 
Barbara,  Catharine,  Christian,  and  two  who  died 
young.  ■ The  family  is  highly  respected,  being 
numbered  among  the  progressive  members  of  the 
community. 

The  Klinger  name  has  been  perpetuated  in  the 
town  and  postoffice  bearing  the  name  Klingers- 
town, so  called  in  honor  of  John  Klinger,  as  well 
as  in  the  Klinger  Church  and  Klingerstown 
Church,  and  Klingerstown  Gap,  which  is  in  the 
Mahantango  mountains : the  town  and  gap  are  at 
the  corner  of  Schuylkill,  Daupliin  and  Xorthum- 
berland  counties,  on  the  Schuylkill  county  side. 

George  Klinger,  great-grandfather  of  Henry  C. 
Klinger,  of  Lower  IMahanoy  township,  Xorthum- 
berland  county,  was  a grandson  of  Johan  Philip 
Klinger,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  this  family.  Ac- 
cording to  the  al»ove  record,  the  emigrant’s  sons 
Alexander  and  Peter  each  had  a son  named  George. 
He  owned  a farm  and  followed  farming  near  Gratz, 
in  Dauphin  countv,  and  he  is  buried  at  Klinger’s 
Church.  In  religion  he  was  a Lutheran.  (There 
are  two  George  Klingers  burred  at  Klinger’s 
Church : George  P.,  born  Jan.  I,  1708,  died  Sept. 
0,  1880;  wife  Elizabeth.' born  Feb.  '30,  1805,  died 
Sept.  13,  1885.  George,  born  March  17.  1705, 
died  Sept.  18,  1860 ; wife  Eve,  Itorn  Jan.  30,  1708, 
died  Aug.  36,  1860.)  To  George  Klinger  and  liis 
wife  were  Irorn  children  as  follows:  Daniel,  who 
lived  at  Seven  Points,  Pa. ; William,  a farmer  in 
the  Lykens  Yalley.  in  Ibuiphin  county,  who  died 
at  Gi'atz;  Elia.-;  and  lM;n’y,  wife  of  John  Shade. 


Elias  Klinger,  sou  of  George,  uas  a farmer  in 
the  Lykens  Valiev,  near  Gratz,  where  he  is  buried. 
He  died  in  1855,  when  yet  a young  man.  In  re- 
ligion he  was  a Lutheran.  His  widow,  Sarah 
(Kissinger),  remarrie.l,  becoming  the  wife  of 
Elias  Bush.  To  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Klinger 
were  born  hve  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugli- 
ters : Caroline,  who  married  Joel  Daniel : John, 
who  died  aged  seventeen  years;  Frank,  of  Gratz; 
Emanuel;  and  Catharine,  who  married  L^rich 
Trautman. 

Emanuel  Klinger,  son  of  Elias,  was  born  IMay 
35,  1818,  and  was  reared  to  farming.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  only  eight  years  old,  and  he- 
worked  tor  his  mother  until  he  was  over  twenty- 
one.  After  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1870, 
he  began  farming  at  Helte  on  the  farm  now  owned 
l)v  William  Bohner,  remaining  there  for  two  years. 
He  then  lived  two  years  in  Lower  ilahanoy  town- 
ship on  the  farm  he  now  occupies,  thence  moving- 
to  Elias  Boyer’s  farm  for  a year  and  later  to 
Abraham  Boyer's  place.  After  several  removals 
he  located  on  the  Jacob  Hilbttsh  farm,  near  Maha- 
noy,  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  lived  and 
farmed  for  eleven  years,  in  1890  returning  to  the 
farm  in  Lower  Mahauoy.  This  farm  has  since  been 
his  home.  It  consists  of  one  hundred  acres,  lo- 
cated about  two  miles  northeast  of  Ilickorv  Cor- 
ners, and  Mr.  Klinger  purchased  it  from  Benja- 
min Boyer.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of 
Zion's  Church  of  Stone  Valle}-,  and  in  political 
matters  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  part}'. 

Mr.  Klinger  married  Elizabeth  Bohner,  daugh- 
ter of  J ohii  and  Hettie  ( Troutman ) Bohner,  of 
Jordan  township,  and  they  have  liad  a large  fam- 
ily: IMonroe,  who  was  drowned  in  infancy:  Hat- 
tie, who  married  David  Bordner ; Ellas,  of  Jordan 
township;  John,  of  Sunbury,  Pa.;  Penrose,  of 
Lower  Mahanoy ; Charles,  of  Herndon,  Pa. ; Jacoly 
of  Durban,  Pa. ; Henry  C. ; and  Lizzie,  who  is  un- 
married and  living  at  home. 

Hexry  G.  Klixger,  son  of  Emanuel,  -\vas  born 
Jan.  4,  1885,  in  Jackson  township.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  in  the  vicinitv 
of  home,  and  for  five  terms  attended  a summer 
normal  school  conducted  at  Herndon.  He  wa.s 
licensed  to  teach  in  the  pvd)lic  sch.ools  of  Xorth-- 
umberland  county,  by  Prof.  I.  -V.  DeWitt,  then 
county  superintendent,  and  began  teaching  in  the 
fall  of  1901,  in  Lower  Dlahanoy  township,  where 
he  taught  one  term.  For  the  next  two  terms  he 
was  engaged  in  Jackson  township,  returning  at 
the  end  of  that  time  to  Lower  Mahanoy,  where 
ho  has  taught  for  the  past  three  terms.  In  1907 
he  was  granted  a teacher's  professional  certificate. 
He  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  a successful  in- 
structor and  diseii>linarrau  and  is  well  tlumght  of 
in  the  localities  where  he  is  known.  In  1907  IVlr, 
Klinger  was  electdl  assessor  of  his  township,  and 
I'celected  at  the  end  of  his  term,  being  still  tho 
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inouiiii)cnt  of  the  olHce- — the  yoiinjie^t  assessor  his 
townsliip  has  ever  had.  I’olitieaHy  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  has  been  active  in  the  interests  of  his 
patty  in  thi.s  locaiily  for  a number  of  years,  doing 
etfective  work  in  the  local  organization.  He  is 
considered  one  of  the  enterprising  young  men  of 
his  section,  and  Iiolds  the  respect  of  all  who  know 
him. 

JOHX  H.  (ilHST,  a retired  citizen  of  Sunbury, 
was  born  Jan.  •'),  1838,  at  Xorthundterland,  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  and  is  a member  of  an  old 
Pennsylvania  family  first  settled  in  Berks  county, 
being  a great-grandson  of  Conrad  Ceist,  who  came 
from  Germany  aliout  17G0  and  located  in  that 
county.  There  is  also  a large  family  of  Geists  in 
Montgomery  county.  Pa.,  descended  trom  one 
Christopher  Geist,  and  there  were  others  in  Ches- 
ter county.  In  1790  there  lived  in  Lancaster 
countv  the  families  of  George  and  Jacob  Geist. 
and  in  the  same  year  the  families  of  John  and 
Matthew  Geist  lived  in  Montgomery  county.  In 
1790  Conrad  Geist,  of  the  borough  of  Eeading, 
had  three  sons  over  sixteen  rears  old ; two  daugh- 
ters; and  wife.  The  same  year  there  is  fecord 
of  George  Geist,  of  Ix)ngswamp  township,  Berks 
county,  with  one  son  under  sixteen  }’ears  of  age, 
one  daughter,  aitd  wife : and  of  ^ alentine  Geist, 
(’ll  Longswamp  township,  with  one  son  unaer  six- 
teen, two  daughters,  and  wife. 

John  Geist  (son  of  Conrad,  who  came  from 
Germany  altout  1760)  was  the  grandfather  of  John 
H.  Geist,  of  Sunbury.  He  and  his  wife,  Elizal>eth 
(Koch),  were  lx)th  from  Berks  county,  and  lived 
in  that  section  of  Xorthumlierland  county  noAv 
embraced  in  Snyder  county,  where  he  followed 
farming.  He  spoke  German.  The  date  of  his 
wife’s  death  is  not  known,  but  his  occurred  in  the 
year  1812.  Among  their  children  were:  Daniel, 

who  was  a farnter  in  l\Iontour  county.  Pa. ; Hen- 
ry, who  located  in  the  M’est ; Conrad,  who  died,  in 
Dauphin  county,  Pa. ; John ; and  Peggy,  who  mar- 
ried a Mr.  Dentler  and  lived  in  Chilliscptaciue 
towTiship,  this  county. 

John  Geist,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  {Koch) 
Geist,  was  l)orn  Sept,  ^h,  1801.  and  in  early  life 
learned  the  trade  of  tanner  with  a Mr.  Ziegler, 
in  Sunbury.  He  engaged  in  the  business  on  his 
own  account  at  Xorthumberland  until  the  old 
State  canal  was  built,  when  he  sold  out,  the  canal 
passing  through  the  property.  He,  then  bought  a 
hotel  in  the  borough  of  Xorthumberland  and  con- 
ducted it  for  some  years,  after  which  he  bought 
a boat  and  team  and  engaged  in  boating  for  a 
few  years.  Selling  out.  he  became  a lock  tender 
at  Ciiapman,  Snyder  county,  during  the  Civil  war 
])oriod,  tending  tbe  locks  tbere  for  a number  of 
years.  He  was  toll  tender  at  the  Xorth  Branch,  at 
Xorthumberland  borough,  for  eleven  years.  Tie 
died  on  Xorth  Second  street.  Sunbury,  Jan.  8, 


liioo,  and.  is  buried  in  Pomfret  Manor  cemetery. 
On  Dec.  12,  18'C1,  at  Millersburg.  Dauphin  coun- 
ty, he  married  Susanna  Frederick,  who  was  boni 
Nov.  •p),  1805,  and  died  Eeb.  5,  1891.  She  was 
a meml)or  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family,  and  her 
parents  were  living  in  Philadelphia  when  the 
British  entered  that  cit\’,  being  obliged  to  take 
refuge  in  their  cellar  until  the  danger  Avas  over. 
Eight  children  Avere  born  to  Dir.  and  Dlrs.  John 
Geist;  IVilliam  F.,  born  Sept.  :1S,  18’M.  died  at 
Pottsville,  Pa.,  in  1910;  Margaret  E..  born  Jan.  6, 
1S‘18,  married  John  Clark;  Frederick,  born  in 
1833,  died  in  infancy;  'Amelia,  born  Feb.  2S, 
1835,  married  H.  II.  Hetzel  and  they  live  in  DVil-  ■ 
liamsport.  Pa.;  John  II.  is  mentioned  beloAv; 
Catharine,  born  Juno  1,  1810,  married  Henry 
Clement  and  died  Aug.  18,  1899  ; Michael  F., 
born  Oct.  22,  184'?,  died  in  infancy  ; Caroline,  born 
Sept.  ^G,  1846,  died  Dlay  9,  1851. 

John  H.  Geist  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools.  Fie  learned  the  trade  of  black- 
smith, and  in  1866  entered  the  service  of  the 
Pennsylvania  PailAvay  Company  as  a tool  dresser, 
being  in  the  same  employ,  in  that  capacity,  for 
about  thirty  years,  until  he  Avas  retired  and  pen- 
sioned at  the  age  of  sixty-tive.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Veterans  Association  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Company  and  Avears  a veteran's  button.  Dir. 
Geist  is  an  honoralde  and  respected  citizen  and 
enjoys  the  good  Avill  of  all  Avho  know  him. 

During  the  Civil  Avar  Dir.  Geist  Avas  in  the 
Union  service  eleven  months,  having  enlisteil  at 
Xorthund)erland  in  the  band  of  the  5th  Begiment, 
Avas  one  of  the  emergency  men  of  the  .'70th  Begi- 
ment, a member  of  the  13th  Pennsylvania  Dlilitia. 
and  also  in  the  construction  corps  in  Sherman's 
army.  He  is  a member  of  Bruner  Pitst,  G.  A.  B.. 
and  an  honorary  member  of  the  Odd  FelloAv.-  at 
Sunbury.  In  religions  connection  Dir.  Geist 'is  a 
Dlethodist,  and  he  served  several  terms  as  steward 
of  the  church  during  his  more  active  years. 

In  February,  1867,  Dir.  Geist  married  Anna 
Elizabeth  Kline,  who  Avas  born  Dec.  73.  1844. 
daughter  of  DcAvitt  Kline,  and  died  Oct.  73,  Ishl. 
the  mother  of  three  children,  namely;  (1)  Clinron 
D.  conducts  a papering  and  painting  Imsiness  in 
Sunl)ury.  He  married  Florence  Xiece  and  has  a 
son,  Homer  J.  (7)  Laura,  who  aa'us  an  imalid. 
died  unmarried.  (3)  Harry  C.  lives  in  Sindaii'A. 
where  he  is  engaged  as  agent  for  the  Prudential 
Insurance  Company.  He  married  Bessie  Stuart 
and  has  children,  Dlildred,  Harold  and  Edna. 

IBD^IX  K.  DVETZEL.  proprietor  of  the  ‘‘Dlan- 
sion  House”  at  Shamokiu,  one  of  tbe  best  located 
liotels  in  that  borough,  has  l»con  in  business  at  tliat 
stand  since  January,  1906.  He  has  been  a hoti'l- 
ket'Dcr  in  Shamokin  and  Dlovint  Carmel  since  18!)  1. 
and  is  avoH  known  to  the  traveling  public. 

Dir.  Wetzel  Avas  born  Dlay  16.  1868.  in  Ehlri'i! 


5®»paS"'  '<1; 

y,n  (lH(«j»’>  i^ntnU  ^ l>^  ^nWf»tt')Bt 

iu , :M  'M  «'rif  £ U ■^%;.j Vl 

jyifnJ  «fi-W'  rtjf'ff,  d'0‘f»  :«oii  hto''3»t^>':, 

^4$u  /4f<5  .ifC8i  ^ .<hl  k<fh  twifc  ,C>i  .'hp^^iob  PvjSt  at’  vJ'-jm  ' 

I'jil  In.'S  ■wb*tI^oiw^  »’« 'iriWiiwm: sH/  i#i'x»i  •jjf>„4i,  >hoW 

<jtf{  ■nvii-n  r;r\lt}l'4t»,Iif|‘l  ai  doo  li^oWBOg^i 

■ijf.l  t.j  iw-r)».to  ^nM  v^i)  #jmU  f)ii»«[iwai»»'^''' 

T-.W..  ptj-w  'i‘>vniiti  ‘jfli  JljK.'f  Ti?Jt*w  ....  .#  ;*«.  ■ . '«>.fmif  i 

.6jU  Jnifc,  o4-'"H'T(>iI  .fnw  ' 

■■a  M .jq'iyJ  fJTod  . ,*:4  ■ •• ' ##•  Kb ■ M hjy  £'\WiH »' .%•  ' 

,M  .,iiJ.  ft'foH  ..'•[  .hispiiK  ;0iei^.i , ift-f  i,«Cd-Jf  f .ocl  mod  feaw 


H I-ififioiK  ^tCCtSI  ,HI  Mil.'  'fc«.u  ■,tviira^-'  ywini.^ 


{«vk»  ,5nil<iTr/)  : «t. f f?( 


.fjl&i-  M:  "Ik 

■,.i;J  ffi  aifl  -1^- 


';>  'ttt , iftMf f|U> • Tf3^.:^!:^!l:f ' kut : jiHty  -i vhisifa 
if! ' OdTYi  ■ ■ ;./1  auW  * 


•u«,luK)ui  4 M'  ^K'  ;i^lk't3=4M  '%>'  .is^' . 

Bj’ig/I-(,<rirn4'l  niiU  ,w  !W^h«>nwy/x ■ 

.yU  ';iyfA(jsi('^^:,'!>^ 

(ifift  'liWr^qa^n  lw(A  m/twijftiH 

;.mifi  t/.c>fi.>}'  «»flw  Ilf;  \o  \ip>r 
nf.:».H'if  Uiii}  -:)M  a<tv  h"'iO  jh^i  . 

ifi  IwJiUno-'atiw.jwi 


Ijrtii.  <^10^  Wv  wiflaift'l  ojljFvjrfnroo 
» -tJtfq?*  )oiti  nr  has 

f>  to  jtihitO  <^I; 
tS>V0  bail -'7 

I Jo  >Mr<7,  -whrft;  BWr  oniv  (ffw  S-J 

^ ,fi/UTa^4Y-  >v  '^nu  omU 

ifitt?-  oxiV  id  nq^X  \l8f<>0  >1 


&(r»«'''{W7t'  Mofy  vja0ns9^ 

^Tn{.u,J2l  jT'ti'JS''  •'^K^Uv'iJjtlruf?;  ta 


i>  -SifisKcijBq  ^rrr?:<!;j«<!jr 

n 48/t.  i)flK  O 'Iww7f! 


imoJ  8«w''  ,1 


tf!$rni  fltt  otlv 


Sf  i?"  ^ 

f;!  fB  V iili> . iimoRj 


.,  H''fl{  'wil  :*^r7.5rt)il!H  . 

■Uijm^iYU  7ilv  -i£ 

,i.itfi3  hi(k  »feieaf4^  %;a<n?*rl&»i 


. 

.,4SJtn'0;7/  .^si’  Wfw' n *| 


,1  ¥td  1 ^nik  lojrtif  s^#»?i«'l(^'Y'>J?t45 


morir  !!wtY;:||j3ifMJ7i  >: 
'snj> 

■ 


'3,"  I 


X OirniUMBE CLAXI)  COU NTY,  TEX Y SYLVAXIA 


townsliip,  Sclmvlkill  Co..  Pa.,  wiicre  the  family 
has  been  located  for  some  generations.  Ills 
grandfather,  Peter  Y'etzel,  followed  farming  in 
that  township  apd  died  there.  His  farm  is  still 
in  the  family.  Ills  wife's  maiden  name  was  Sny- 
der, and  their  children  were  as  follows  : Peter, 

Daniel,  Cdiarles.  Elias  (living  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Schuylkill  county),  lYlly  (married  Ben- 
jamin Herring),  Sarah  (married  Cornelius  Her- 
ring), Lydia  (married  hllias  IMorgan)  and  Mrs. 
Ephraim  X'eiswelter. 

Daniel  "Wetzel,  father  of  Irvin  K.,  was  born  in 
1835  at  the  homestead  in  Eldred  township,  and 
died  there  in  18IG,  at  the  ase  of  fortv-one  vears. 
He  was  -well  known  in  his  neighborhood,  Avhere 
he  followed  the  blacksmith's  trade  all  his  active 
life.  In  religion  he  was  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  took  an 
active  part,  and  he  was  a Kepublican  in  political 
opinion.  A good  man,  industrioiis,  thrifty  and 
honorable,  he  was  highly  respected.  He  married 
Catharine  Kehler,  daughter  of  John  Kehler  and 
granddaughter  of  Johnston  and  Catharine 
(Knarr)  Kehler,  farming  people  of  Schuylkill 
county.  Mrs.  "Wetzel  survived  her  husband  many 
years,  dying  July  7,  1908,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine. 
Their  chilcircn  were  as  follows;  Catharine,  who 
lives  at  Ashland,  Pa.,  is  the  wife  of  M^illiam  iMat- 
tern  and  has  had  children,  Yertie  (deceased),  Ira, 
Herbert,  Elizabeth,  Maud,  and  William  (de- 
ceased) ; Helen,  who  lives  at  Shamokin,  is  the 
wife  of  Simon  F.  Duukelberger  and  has  children, 
"Walter,  Estella,  Joseph,  Mabel  and  Golden; 
Minerva  married  "William  Snyder  and  lives  at 
Allentown  (they  have  had  a large  family,  George, 
Howard,  Beatrice,  Eugene.  Lucale,  Turcie,  and 
three  who  died  young)  ; Elsworth,  a plasterer  by 
trade,  who  died  when  twenty-eight  years  old,  mar- 
ried Ida  Costerter  and  they  l^ad  two  children, 
Katie  and  Eva;  Irvin  K.  is  mentioned  below; 
Harriet  was  married  Feb.  22,  1886,  to  Jefferson 
C.  Daniel,  who  was  born  in  Eldred  township, 
Schuylkill  county,  and  they  reside  at  Shamokin 
(they  have  two  children,  Lamor  and  Daniel)  ; 
Susanna,  twin  of  Harriet,  lives  in  Camden,  X.  J.. 
the  Avife  of  George  Eudolph.  and  they  liave  had 
four  children,  Eaymond,  Edna,  Clayton,  and 
Matilda  (deceased)  ; Oscar  K>,  born  Sept.  30,  1873, 
is  a well  known  merchant  at  ilarket  and  Arch 
streets,  Shamokin  (he  marrried  Carrie  May  Foulk 
and  they  have  one  son,  George  Albert,  who  is  at 
school)  ; Elizabeth  died  in  infancy;  May  married 
Lester  Wetzel,  of  Shamokin,  and  tliey  have  had 
three  children,  Franklin,  Catharine  L..  and  Myron 
(deceased). 

Irvin  K.  "Wetzel  received  his  edimation  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood.  Be- 
ing so  young  Avhen  his  father  died  he  went  to  live 
in  Schuylkill  county  with  his  maternal  uncle, 
Franklin  Kehler,  by  whom  he  Avas  reared,  re- 


maining there  until  he  attained  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen. Having  learned  the  trade  of  butcher  he  fol- 
loAved  it  for  si.x  years,  and  then  for  five  years 
conducted  a general  store  Avhich  he  had  purchased. 
In  189-1  he  entered  the  hotel  business,  to  Avhich 
he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  On  Aug.  lltli 
of  that  year  he  began  keeping  hotel  on  Xorth 
Second  street,  in  Sliamokin,  continuing  at  that  lo- 
cation for  tAA'o  years  and  three  months,  at  the 
end  of  Avhich  time  he  Avent  to  Blount  Carmel  and 
took  charge  of  the  ‘‘Locust  [Mountain  Hotel,'’ 
throe  A'ears  later  purchasing  that  propert}’,  Avhich 
he  still  OAA'ns,  and  Avhich  he  himself  conducted 
for  eight  years  in  all.  In  January,  1906,  he  came 
to  Shamokin  and  leased  the  ‘Alansion  House,” 
one  of  the  oldest  hotels  in  the  city,  purchasing  it 
XoA'.  7,  1909,  in  partnership  with  Augustus  Kehl- 
ei'.  A feAV  months  later  Mr.  Wetzel  bought  out 
[Mr.  Kehler.  This  house,  located  at  Market,  Lin- 
coln and  Arch  streets,  near  the  Soldiers’  monu- 
ment, occupies  one  of  the  best  and  most  conven- 
ient sites  in  the  city,  and  the  accommodations  it 
offers  attract  a good  class  of  patrons..  There  are 
fifty  rooms,  and  the  place  is  Avell  equipped  Avith 
thg  comforts  and  conveniences  Avhich  go  to  make 
a desirable  stopping  place  for  travelers.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  profitable  stand  [Mr.  Wetzel  owns  the 
Avell  knoAvn  “[Maysville  Hotel,”  about  three  miles 
from  Shamokin,  Avhich  he  bought  in  May,  1909. 
He  also  engages  quite  extensively  in  dealing  in 
horses,  and  in  both  lines  of  business  he  bears  a 
liigh  reputation  among  his  customers  and  associ- 
ates, his  success  having  been  Avon  l)y  straight for- 
Avard  methods  and  unimpeachable  transactions. 

On  Xov.  20,  1886,  Mr.  Wetzel  married  Ida  [M. 
Snyder,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Wetzel) 
Snyder  and  like  himself  a natiA'e  of  Eldred  toAvn- 
ship,  Schuylkill  county.  They  have  had  children 
as  folloAvs : Beulah  (who  is  married  to  Eay 
Schdener  and  has  two  children,  Euth  and  Ii‘\in), 
Walter  (avIio  is  studying  at  Dental  College  in 
Philadel])hia),  Eobert  (who  died  young),  Lottie, 
Edith,  Clayton,  and  Palmer  (who  died  young). 

Mr.  Wetzel  is  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  and  fraternally  of  the  F.  0.  E.,  the  Eed 
Men.  the  P.  0.  S.  of  >A.  and  the  I.  0.  0.  F. ; he 
also  belongs  to  the  Independent  Fire  Company  of 
Shamokin.  In  politics  he  is  a Eepublican. 

JOHX  H.  DEPPEX,  Avho  is  a resident  of  Jor- 
dan toAvnship  and  Avell  knoAvn  in  his  section  of 
Xorthumberland  county,  is  a carpenter  by  trade 
and  has  also  engaged  in  farming,  and  he  'is 
widely  knoAvn  in  his  connection  Avith  the  official 
life  of  the  county.  He  Avas  born  Jan.  9,  1865. 
at  Hebe,  and  is  a son  of  Henry  W.  Deppen,  Avho 
Avas  born  in  Jordan  toAvnship  and  passed  all  his 
life  there,  dying  at  the  home  of  his  son  Charles, 
at  Hebe,  Oct.  20,  1902.  aged  sixty-eight  years,  one 
month.  tAvo  days.  He  folloAA'od  his  trade,  that  of 


•>iUi^  5o 


-,l/»i  :i<i  TSii'rtBj 
ovri  loi. 
JvvfcBibicq  ik»,d 
•Ijlfl;/  «xJ  ,%5idiiii!:i.»  { 


iO A «0 


tio 


Wotl 


(U4«I, 
i^ncT/i 
-oi 
0 
I 

'.I'tloH  jiifixJiSuK  isBCHjJ/’  lo  (i^'iiAd'V  <lool 

ihulv/  4»f0  -.Sglrff 

l‘■>J■.<I:h:^■*>‘J  ih^tntd  oA  j:!-ji if tut^  IJik 

•?iwio  &i!  .<»oet  ,v  M.iiH!BXr  fli  lol 

floienfliC*"  9flJ  ixflc-  M 

t:  ^i;lAfuhri/q  ^xih  att}  jf«i  s|^/<  ariJ  lo  MB* 

eul?;ir’^ir  A fW'«  jSi  ^(JOCi  .VoVt 

fro  hsHV/  ,TiM  -/ijA'il  A 

-11  i j jf;  1*oi)b!,io{  ssifT  .‘‘ToIrb^I 


<>l  Ir.di  JB  ^nijjmrnoo\Bt3(oififidg  fti  J>rUbs»§  hioH  ^(vJnBoy  IIiii{(;uii3^,tti 

nil  jf>  .ijdJnoi/f  :mili  l)or<  rtjujto  -igiK  jWrhiftm)  ilMXUfeJ  ,(^hioH  iiiawt 

If.n  {•Jitfr.e")  iniirU  oAiji-y/r  oil  9iifiS  bar  .eiK  .tm  aHiilSt  ffoirtnui  f nijx*^  ,(^J»  >< 


,.3’^nl  io  ^fts'ioV/  hm6CI''t, -4. 

ba/j  lii  LH'^inmood  fidt  in  5S8X'^'  S 

odi  ai  ^'t’sdi  festili.V 

Hid ' Jai  S'^oad  Urfr  son/  oH^ij 
»n$yii:  f(d  adt  JbnwoU&l  orf-j 


..■^■9 ofCi  m-  ,fbwIO'  iaoiIoa7’,' '„ ; 'iilj 
jM  iapfijf^iq  iii  4B0i|i.fff<in5J  a ■wfl''  &H  fmii  ,h»q  -ydio^} 


o’rn  -ywiT  ■ 5o 

iljrf7  i»qqiijpo  1,54%  el-  isMiflq bxtn  ,'ie{i{\iA_  i(riAi^; 


o/ism  w)^ikWBd»  bon  'hnttittd’hMf  :tM  . ...  ^ 

-U)/)i5  ul  la  i 

9iH  irny  U .’ilC  fmi*  »tdiiia<>tq  >U?4  d:smi  oatw  imBhrb  -uarflr^  ...,j 

S9i»«-  sndi  Jantfr,- olihstc-TX^  ii»4ri  -W>v  dhf  jtilisi  Xo»WiA  H 

.e06l  .vfilf  r4;:  ii%i5r«Kf'  o4  doM'ff ' ^ 

ai  ^niiaajj  iii  4JJup  «o^03c»  ««;to"oR‘  "'f^' 

£ STfe-td  o<(  io 

-hoefiTs  ^t^aiolgiro  ^lir 


«r  i i9T8iodf#-/Iaita  aml&  Ija  ntiwi 

S 'i'livA  .Tav|£,T^  - ifrrAD^T,. '.  , ftffa4^r»T  filTKSI 


■» 


-'fMlJti^lwie  "rtf  iio'w  iioorf  gniveri  wH. 


ip 


yr4u)i;9Ma-aii  9Wfid)fcjJ<i£ai«u,  l»n&  (iBcdSiMit 
J£vKlit''f>3nTfl«r\*'5!dl!i?A'.TY/I  'S^ hy.0  «<>"■"■  '“'*'"^*“‘”*'**^* 


‘ tdqawl*  -iOlfsteS^ 

i ms'iltiW  fioin&m  j»ri5 

- , ^ 4'  ■ nmi 

(to'3'?0  V7«M  My^aSi 

‘t-mi  [vnb'fi!  lo  n Ibjmiff  r'i^oaOv  Oiiw'  ^ . 

uts^fili-fb  vod'r  .vinixo'y  ifiAtfMbe  ,.qid'H 

7«a--<vj-  ■f^9^^^^:tif  i'-bil'»i"  6<m'  ■wl’WJwP  nbl  bscf 


m^: 


fip'ch  o'bf)  ’lamm-  btta  .a,e)!il9Sj-|^'-54  Ijfljf:  ,itmroo  UiTil%Jt}do^y^ 

* fa%!yr;(ie/tt  6rii  1o  ■ tadw^d  A? ?i  ■ bi#4T/ ■ .tM  t{lpi(d3^f,jm.  .-wataa . ;f«tt&iiWo  wrfv.oi'cif.  xadSt):-? 

,h«vfr  wfi  .M  ;0  S jvrfj  Itj  fiisfi  Amd1> ' M'  ; 

f.ij'i:  *’!  ,6'.0  fm  :0  Al  orf>',«qoM  hsd:  r<0-^^S  'hnn  e^iooD  lo,  ' 

' .iT«K',jWi<^js1i3'  < y}  itT  .#44cK©ii^i  ,<3i  ifMO  ? i 

-tot.  l4*«‘.o>bWfa  »£  bih!  M.  KHOt; , nhtoa.wia 

adhm  i-fd'td  d^xd  ■CTor;  bm  ■ 'iifttii  l».  • »ts‘ie^«.,a©«  -acW  • ifli*ii.t  'Cj4t-  fco«| 

si'  o4  bras  ■,^.wm'i 

5fi-4  ir%5xl^‘^9biy 

.oMI  ,e.  ,#i*V  mtif  AU-  ■ '■  ■■'  '^'  _ .(boafiso^';^ 

ty&niOmm^i  .W  t¥!E«35  %y  m n 'f^i  f«|»  s^oH  H oilJ  oi  ,A  aiTfiri 

njd  Un  iijaKflff  vfeW-'qidtefl'W  .awil  ftdl-lo 

,8oJTiilO  tibn  8tji  to  i0'h.mh^ 


•'ll ' 


lo  inifJ  .^Wt!;  %id  b'»wo:ffot^‘'M 


'-<  ',  ...•  :''  V;Sv 

k^lA  l.JSs  ^ I . 


,r" 


I 


. ,?  ' 
^,4  .. 


NOliTHUMBEELAND  COUXT Y,  PEN XS YLVAXIA 


553 


carpenter,  in  liis  own  and  surrounding  neigh- 
borlioods,  and  was  employed  as  such  for  o^■or  twen- 
ty 3'ears  b\'  the  Philadelphia  & IJeatling  Pailroad 
Company.  He  owned  a forty-acre  farm  in  Jor- 
dan township,  and  cultivated  it  for  some  years, 
meantime  also  continuing  his  trade.  He  held  a 
number  of  local  offices,  serving  as  school  director 
and  ^assistant  assessor,  and  he  held  the  offices  of 
elder  and  deacon  in  the  Lutheran  congregation 
of  St.  David’s  Church  at  Hebe,  to  which  he  and 
his  wife  belonged.  They  were  faithful  members 
of  that  church  and  deejrly  interested  in  its  wel- 
fare. Mr.  Deppen  was  a Eepirblican  in  politics. 
He  married  Amanda  Lettich  (Lettig),  whose  2>a- 
rents  were  residents  of  near  Elizabethville,  in 
Washington  township.  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  and  she 
died  several  years  before  Mr.  Deppen.  on  Aug. 
19,  1896,  aged  forH-nine  years,  eight  months, 
one  day.  !Mr.  and  l\Irs.  Deppen  are  buried  side 
by  side  at  St.  David’s  Church.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Elizabeth,  de- 

ceased, wife  of  William  Kopenhaver ; William 
Thomas,  who  died  in  infancy;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried Charles  Ludwig;  John  II.:  Emma,  wife  of 
Henry  Schwalm ; Samuel,  of  Elizabetliville,  Pa. ; 
Salarah,  married  to  Wilson  Knorr;  Charles,  of 
Hebe;  Daniel,  of  Hebe;  Arthur,  who  died  aged 
eleven  years : and  Harve}",  Avho  died  in  childhood. 

John  H.  Deppen  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Jordan  township  and  when  six- 
teen years  old  began  to  learn  the  carpenter's  trade. 
He  followed  it  for  about  three  years,  and  for  an- 
other three  years  was  an  employee  of  the  Phila- 
delphia & Beading  Bailroad  Company,  later  com- 
mencing to  farm  in  .Jordan  township,  near  Hebe, 
where  he  was  thus  engaged  for  a j)eriod  of  fif- 
teen years.  Mr.  Deppen  has  had  numerous. public 
responsibilities,  having  served  the  township  ef- 
ficiently as  school  director,  auditor  and  election 
officer,  and  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Hebe 
during  the  Harrison  administration,  under  Post- 
master General  Wanamaker.  He  continued  to  hold 
the  position  twelve  years,  resigning  Avhen  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  turnkey  at  the  Xorth- 
umberland  county  prison.  He  gave  highly  satis- 
factory service  in  that  capacity  under  George  Han- 
cock for  three  years.  In  1900  he  was  census  enu- 
merator of  Jordan  township,  and  Avas  again  ap- 
pointed in  1910.  Eor  many  years  he  has  been  one 
of  the  acti\’e  A\-orkers  of  the  Bepublican  party  in 
the  loAver  end  of  the  county.  Avas  committeeman 
of  the  party  in  his  toAA'nship  for  tweh'e  successive 
A'ears,  has  been  delegate  to  a number  of  county 
conventions  and  in  1907  seiwed  as  delegate  to  the 
State  convention.  Avhen  .Tohn  0.  Shectz  Avas  nom- 
inated for  the  office  of  State  treasurer,  to  AA’hich 
he  was  elected. 

In  1884  "Mr.  Deppen  married  Catharine  Trout- 
man, daughter  of  Simon  and  Sarah  (Shadel) 
Troutman,  and  they  have  one  son,  Allen  S..  who 


is  a carpenter  and  lives  Avith  his  parents  at  Hebe. 
Mr.  Deppen  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Hebe,  and  he  has  been  one 
of  its  most  useful  Avorkers,  having  held  the  offices 
of  deacon  and  elder  and  at  present  serving  as 
trustee.  He  is  one  of  the  most  influential  and 
respected  residents  of  his  toAvnship. 

CHABLES  SIIIFPEB,  of  Sunbury,  dealer  in 
patent  medicines,  toilet  articles,  etc.,  Avas  born 
Dec.  8,  1847,  at  Effort,  Monroe  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of 
Abraham  and  grandson  of  Conrad  Shiffer.  J'he 
name  Avas  originally  spelled  Schiffer. 

Conrad  Shiffer  lived  at  Brodheadsville,  Mon- 
roe county,  Avhere  he  engaged  in  farming,  and  he 
is  buried  at  Pleasant  Valley  Church  in  that  coun- 
ty. He  and  his  Avife  had  a large  family,  among 
their  children  being : George,  Conrad,  Charles, 
Jacol),  Abraham,  John  and  Sally  Ann  (who  mar- 
ried John  Kresge  and  li\'ed  at  Brodheadsville). 

Abraham  Shiffer  Avas  born  May  18,  1823,  and 
died  IMay  5,  1892,  just  before  the  close  of  his 
sixty-ninth  year.  He  lived  at  Brodheadsville. 
iMonroe  county,  and  Avas  a man  Avell  known  in 
his  vicinit}-,  having  taught  school  for  many  years, 
and  later  engaged  as  a huckster,  butcher  and 
farmer.  OAvning  a farm,  upon  Avhich  he  made 
his  home.  He  Avas  a member  of  the  Beformed 
Church  and  is  buried  at  Brodheadsville.  His 
Avife,  Julian  Searfos  (daughter  of  William  Sear- 
fos),  Avas  born  in  1829  and  died  in  February, 
1891.  Thev’  had  one  son,  Charles. 

Charles  Shiffer  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  in  the  home  neighborhood.  He 
Avas  trained  to  farm  Avork,  which  he  folloAved  dur- 
ing his  earlier  A-ears,  and  was  later  employed  in 
the  lumber  industry  for  sixteen  years,  on  the 
Lehigh  riA’er  in  Luzerne  (noAv  LackaAvanna)  coun- 
ty, taking  different  contracts  and  at  times  em- 
ploying his  own  help.  He  assisted  the  Drum 
Brothers  in  the  mercantile  establishment,  and 
also  worked  in  their  clothes-pin  factory,  being  in 
their  employ  about  four  years,  after  Avhich  he  re- 
turned to  farming  for  a A'ear.  He  Avas  next  lo- 
cated at  Freeland,  Luzerne  coAinty.  Avhero  he  fol- 
lowed the  carpenter’s  trade  aboirt  eight  A-ears,  the 
last  four  years  of  that  period  in  the  employ  of 
Eckley  B.  Cox,  coal  operator.  In  September,  1893. 
he  Avent  to  .Jamison  City,  Columbia  Co..  Pa.. 
AA’here  he  and  the  Drum  Brothers  (previously 
mentioned)  purchased  the  company  store  at  that 
place  from  the  Hnion  Tanning  Company.  iMr. 
Shiffer  Avas  engaged  there  for  two  and  a half 
years,  thence  removing  to  Williamsport,  Pa.,  where 
he  Avas  located  for  two  A-ears,  conducting  a gro- 
cery store.  In  Februar}-.  1899,  he  came  to  Sun- 
bury, where  he  has  since  been  established  in  hi.: 
present  line  of  business  at  Xo.  18  Xorth  Third 
street,  betAveen  the  PennsA'lvania  depot  and  Mar- 
ket S(|Aiare.  Jlr.  Shiffer  carries  a large  and  com- 
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line  of  ])ateiit  uieclicines,  toilet  articles, 
soaps,  and  allied  commodities,  for  rvhicli  Ite  has 
found  a ready  market  in  the  borough.  He  has 
enjoyed  an  e.vcellent  trade  from  the  beginning, 
and  has  steadily  enlarged  his  circle  of  patrons, 
being  an  accommodating  and  enterprising  busi- 
ness man,  who  knows  how  to  anticipate  the  wants 
of  his  customers  and  keep  his  stock  in  advance 
of  the  demand  as  well  as  equal  to  it. 

In  18?1  Mr.  Shifter  married  Savanna  AVil- 
liams,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Hannah  (^York- 
heiser)  Williams,  who  then  lived  at  Couldsboro, 
Luzerne  (now  I,acka wanna ) county,  dhey  have 
had  two  children : Hubert  F.,  now  engaged  as  en- 
gineer at  the  Union  Tannery,  in  Jamison  Cit}', 
Columbia  county,  married  Estlier  Sutliff  and  has 
one  child.  La  Hue;  Haymond,  ntanager  for  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  Company  at  Sunbury, 
married  Alice  (Drner,  and  has  children  Lleanor 
and  Eugene.  iMr.  Shitfer  and  his  lamily  are 
members  of  the  iMethodist  Church  at  Sunbury. 

WALT.  The  Walt  or  W'ald  family  is  well 
■ known  along  the  Susquehanna  in  the  southwest- 
ern portion  of  Nlorthumberland  county,  several 
of  its  members  residing  at  Herndon  and  Dalmatia. 
Solomon  Z.  Walt,  a thrifty  business  man  and 
farmer  of  Lower  IHahanoy  township,  William  A. 
Walt,  a resident  of  Herndon,  who  has  been  track 
foreman  of  the  Herndon  branch  of  the  Philadel- 
,phia  & Heading  road  for  a number  of  years,  and 
Joshua  Wald,  who  is  now  living  retired  at  Dal- 
matia, are  all  of  the  same  stock,  descendants  of 
Solomon  "Walt  or  WYlcl. 

Solomon  Walt  (or  Wald)  was  a native  of  ]»[ont- 
gomerv  countv.  Pa.,  where  he  owned  a fine  farm 
and  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Late  in 
life,  in  about  1830,  he  removed  to  tliis  section 
with  his  family,  settling  at  Uniontown.  which  is 
across  the  river  in  Dauphin  county,  dhere  he 
died,  at  a ripe  old  age,  and  there  he  is  buried. 
He  led  a retired  life  after  coming  to  Uniontown 
(also  called  Pillow),  and  for  some  years  before 
Ids  death  was  blind.  He  was  a man  of  medium 
size.  His  wife,  Catharine  ( Underkottler).  also 
lived  to  an  advanced  age,  and  we  have  the  follow- 
ing record  of  their  family:  M illoughliv  and  David, 
both  of  whom,  lived  at  Dalmatia,  are  more  fully 
mentioned  below;  Bfenry,  who  was  a b(»atbuihler 
and  carpenter,  lived  at  TJverpool,  Perry  Co.,  Pa., 
'where  he  died  when  comjiaratively  a young  man 
and  where  he  is  Iniried  ( his  wife,  Uebecca  Borrell, 
bore  him  three  children,  Jonathan,.  Jane,  wlio  is 
married  and  lives  at  Saint  Ceorge’s  Lock,  Del., 
and  Kebecca,  who  died  young)  ; Catharine  (Kate) 
married  Abraham  Ziegler,  of  Herndon ; Susanna 
died  unmarrie<l ; (,'aroline  lives  in  iMontgomerv 
county:  Sallie  married  Ailam  Gottsliall  and  they 
lived  at  Pillow,  Dauphin  county;  Betzy  married 
Abraham  Iferman;  Lovina  married  Henry  Frey 


(after  a short  residence  in  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty they  returned  to  Montgomery  county). 

Willoughby  Walt,  son  of  Solomon,  was  l>ont 
near  Schwenkville,  in  Frederick  township,  iMont- 
gonierv  county,  and  came  to  Xorthumberland 
county  about  1839-40.  He  died  at  Dalmatia  when 
eighty-two  years  old.  and  is  buried  at  the  Stone 
N’alley  Church.  His  wife,  Helena  (Ziegler),  of 
iMontgomery  county,  was  also-  about  eighty-two 
at  the  time  of  lier  death.  Eleven  children  were 
born  to  them,  as  folldws:  Catharine  married  Joe! 
Engle;  Abraham  died  young;  Polly  (Mary)  mar- 
ried Reuben  Aticker;  Alfred  died  young;  "Wil- 
loughby C.  is  mentioned  below;  Bonneville  died  in 
the  Civil  war;  Peter  lived  at  Dalmatia,  Pa.;  Solo- 
mon Z.  is  mentioned  below;  throe  died  young. 

M'illougbbv  C.  Walt,  son  of  Willoughby,  is  a 
native  of  Dalmatia  (Georgetown),  Xorthumber- 
land county,  born  April  11,  1841.  In  his  earlier 
manhood  he  followetl  farm  work,  in  June,  1SG9, 
beginning  work  on  the  Philadelphia  A Reading 
railroad  as  a section  hand.  In  1811  he  became 
section  foreman  on  the  Herndon  branch,  a posi- 
tion he  held  for  over  twenty  years,  during  which 
time  he  came  to  l)e  regarded  as  one  of  the  capable 
employees  of  the  company.  Since  1900  he  has 
l)een  retired  from  active  work  of  a laborious  na- 
ture. He  has  served  four  years  as  supervisor  of 
Herndon,  and  has  been  a useful  citizen.  During 
the  Civil  war  ho  was  a private  in  Company  A. 
•htStii  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  "\'olunteer  Infan- 
try, with  which  he  took  part  in  the  engagement 
at  Fort  Steadman,  in  186.1,  and  at  the  taking 
of  Fort  iMahone,  .April  2,  1865.  He  made  a cred- 
ital)le  record  in  the  army  for  faithful  and  honor- 
able service.  Ifi  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

In  1866  Air.  Walt  married  Amanda  Sultzbach, 
daughter  of  dacob,  of  Dauphin  county,  and  they 
have  had  five  children:  Alary  married  (b  W.  Um- 
holtz  and  they  live  in  Philadelphia;  William  Au- 
gustus is  mentioned  below;  Katie  married  Charles 
Bogar,  of  Herndon;  Henry  was  drowned  in  1811, 
when  eighteen  months  old;  Reuben  was  killed 
while  qJaying  baseball  in  Herndon,  in  1906.  Air. 
Walt  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Reformed 
Churedt. 

U'lLLiAvt  Augu.stu.s  W.vlt,  Son  of  M’illoughby 
C.  Walt,  and  his  father's  successor  as  track  fore- 
man on  the  Philadelphia  A Reading  road,  wa.s 
bom  at  Herndon  Aug.  31,  1811.  and  there  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools.  Ihj 
began  working  for  the  railroad  company  when 
twenty-one  years  old,  and  on  April  19.  1900,  was 
made  track  foreman  of  the  Herndon  In'anch.  in 
whidi  position  he  has  since  served.  He  has  two 
men  working  under  his  supervision.  His  section 
extends  from  Herndon  to  Latsha.  Air.  "Walt  has 
taken  considerable  interest  in  local  politics  and 
public  affairs,  having  served  as  school  directnr 
of  the  borough  of  Herndon  and  as  election  otlicer. 
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roliticalh  he  is  identified  with  the  Eepublicau 
party. 

Ill  1S95  j\Ir.  AValt  luarvied  Sarah  Bordner, 
daughter  of  Saiimef  and  Bebecea  (Heckel)  Bord- 
ner, formerly  of  Dalmatia,  this  county.  They 
have  had  four  children,  Katie  A.,  Gertrude  A., 
M.  Arline  and  Mary  i\[.  Mr.  Walt  and  his  fam- 
ily belong  to.  the  Eeformed  congregation  of  the 
Herndon  Union  Church. 

SoLOiiox  Z.  Walt,  son  of  Willoughby  V.'alt, 
was  born  April  1,  1S4S,  in  Lower  Mahanoy  town- 
ship, N’orthumberland  county.  In  his  youth  he 
was  trained  to  farm  work,  but  when  a young  man 
he  took  up  the  millers  trade,  completing  his  ap- 
prenticeship when  twenty-two  years  old.  He  had 
learned  the  business  at  Uniontown  (Pillow)  and 
Lewisburg,  Pa.,  and  worked  at  it  on  his  own  ac- 
count one  year,  operating  the  Mandata  mill,  in 
Jordan  township.  For  a number  of  years  ho  fol- 
lowed wheelwrighting  in  connection  with  farming, 
beginning  agricultural  pursuits  in  association  with 
his  father,  but  in  the  spring  of  ISTo  starting  out 
for  himself,  on  the  thirty-thi’ee-acre  tract  in  Low- 
er Mahanoy  township  where  he  now  lives.  It  is 
one  mile  southwest  of  Dalmatia,  in  the  indepen- 
dent school  district.  Mr.  Walt  has  an  attractive 
home  and  a valuable  piece  of  property.  He  has 
a man  to  look  after  the  farm  work,  he  himself 
conducting  a wheelwright  establishment,  Avhich  is 
well  patronized  by  his  neiglibors.  He  is  an  ex- 
cellent mechanic,  not  alone  in  that  line,  but  able 
to  perform  the  work  of  various  trades,  and  he 
does  a thriving  l)usiness,  his  services  being  in 
constant  demand. 

In  1871  Mr.  Walt  married  Polly  Zartman, 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Susan  (Forney)  Zartman, 
and  they  have  an  only  daughter.  Lena  Susan,  now' 
the  wife  of  Charles  S.  Deppen,  Mr.  Deppen  was 
born  March  24,  1S74,  son  of  William  and  Susan 
(Shaffer)  Deppen,  grandson  of  William  Deppen 
and  great-grandson  of  Christian  Deppen.  He  is 
engaged  as  a traveling  salesman,  and  is  an  intelli- 
gent and  substantial  citizen  of  his  community, 
one  who  enjoys  excellent  standing.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Deppen  have  had  two  children.  Ivy  Thelma  and 
Stena  Eeba. 

Mr.  Walt  and  his  family  are  Lutherans  in  re- 
ligion, and  worship  at  Zion's  Church  in  Stone 
Valley.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has 
served  as  clerk  of  his  township. 

David  Wald,  son  of  Solomon,  was  born  in 
^lontgomery  county,  Pa.,  and  when  a young  man 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  which  lie  followed 
while  living  in  his  native  county.  About  three 
years  after  his  second  marriage  he  moved  to 
Northumberland  county,  settling  at  Georgetown 
(now  Dalmatia),  where  he  continued  to  work  at 
his  trade.  For  thirty  years  he  was  engaged  as  a 
carpenter  in  the  boat  yards  at  Iilahantango.  Liv- 


erpool and  Noitluuuberland,  and  for  thirteen 
years  he  and  Augustus  Arnold  rented  a boat  yard 
and  repaired  boats.  During  this  time  IMr.  Wald 
and  his  family  lived  at  Mahantango,  Juniata 
county.  lie  then  retired  to  Georget^own,  when' 
he  died  and  is  buried.  His  first  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Neiman.  was  from  Dlontgomerv 
countv,  and  they  liad  a son  Augustus,  who  died 
at  Plerndon  and  is  lurried  at  Georgetown.  His 
second  wife,  Eebecca  (Fegley),  was  from  Ids  own 
neighborhood  in  Montgomery  countv.- and  to  them 
were  born  three  sons  and  two  daughters,  as  fol- 
lows: Milliam,  Joshua,  David,  Elmira  (mariied 
Jmues  i\f.  W iest)  and  Elizabeth  (married  George 
Binganian).  The  family  were  Lutheran  mem- 
bers of  the  Georgetown  Church,  and  the}"  are 
buried  at  that  church. 

JosiiL'A  V Ai.i),  son  of  Ftavid,  was  born  Aug. 
18,  1846,  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  pav  schools  in  vogii-^ 
during  his  boyhood,  first  attending, school  in 'iris 
native  township  and  later  in  Juniata  countv. 
When  only  eight  years  old  he  began  driving  \a 
mule  on  the  towpath  of  the  Siisrpiehanna  canal, 
and  after  a few  years  commenced  boating,  which 
he  followed  for  seventeen  seasons  all  told,  two 
vears  before  his  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
fifteen  years  after.  He  was  only  a vouth  when 
he  enlisted  at  Harrisburg  in  Comjianv  K,  Sod 
Eegiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  for 
a year  s service,  lurt  he  was  mustered  out  at  the 
end  of  eight  months,  by  reason  of  the  war  clos- 
ing. Among  his  active  engagements  were  the 
action  at  Hatcher's  Eun  and  the  operations  be- 
fore Petersburg,  besides  a number  ot  skirmishes. 
Eesuming  civil  life,  he  continued  boating  until 
1878,  in  which  year  he  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness at  Georgetown.  After  about  live  vears  in 
that  line  he  went  into  the  lumber  business,  in 
1884,  near  Sunbury,  contracting  for  logs  and  ties 
and  peeling  bark,  and  he  was  thus  engaged  for 
two  years,  in  1887  commencing  farming.  That 
year  lie  purchased  a seventy-tive-acre  farm  at 
Hickory  Corners,  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township, 
which  place  he  cultivated  for  nine  years.  This 
farm  was  formerly  the  property  of  William  Schaf- 
fer and  is  now  owned  bv  Elmer  I.  Eadel.  In 
1897  .Mr.  AYald  settled  in  Georgetown  (Dalmatia), 
where  he  owns  a fine  residence  and  has  since  lived 
in  practical  retirement,  though  he  occasionallv  en- 
gages in  coal  digging  in  the  Susquehanna.'  He 
is  a respected  citizen  and  is  .trusted  by  his  follow 
citizens,  but  he  has  never  cared  to  undertake  the 
duties  of  public  office.  Politically  he  is  a Eepub- 
lican. 

In  187.J  "Mr.  Wald  married  Alveretfa  Heckert, 
daughter  of  William  and  Lydia  J.  (Favinger) 
Heckert,  who  had  three  children,  Alveretfa,  Pollv 
(unmarried)  and  Henry  (unmarried,  who  lives 
at  ^lillville.  Pa.).  Jacob  Heckert,  grandfather 
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•of  Mrs.  M'ald,  was  a farmer  in  Lower  Mahanoy 
township.  His  children  were  Catharine  (Mrs. 
George  Honey),  Jacob,  William  and  Jessie.  Two 
children  have  beeir  born  to  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Wald : 
Jennie  Lucretia,  who  died  when  fourteen  months 
■old;  and  Edward  31.,  who  died  when  throe 
months  old. 

GEOIiGE  II.  KEEFEP,  general  contractor  at 
3Iount  Carmel,  has  been  in  business  there  since 
1895.  He  was  born  in  1872  in  3Lilwaukee,  Wis., 
■son  of  Philip  lY.  Keefer,  grandson  of  George 
Keefer,  and  great-grandson  of  pioneers  who  came 
to  Xorthundjerland  county  from  Berks  county, 
this  State. 

The  great-grandfather,  a native  of  Oley  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  came  to  Xorthumberland 
■county  \vhen  a young  man,  bringing  his  wife  and 
two  children,  and  settled  in  Shamokin  township. 
He  prospered,  and  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits there  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  had  a 
family  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
•daughters,  namely:  Daniel.  George,  John,  Peter, 
Catharine,  3Iollie,  Elizabeth  and  Hannah. 

George  Keefer  was  born  in  1796  in  Oley  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  and  was  eight  years  old  when 
the  family  settled  in  Shamokin  township,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  After  his  marriage  he 
moved  to  Lower  Augusta  township,  near  Lantz’s 
Church,  where  he  was  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  milling  until  1864.  He  then  dis- 
posed of  the  mill,  but  continued  to  farm  tintil 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  this  county  Oct.  16, 
1879.  He  was  a stanch  Democrat,  prominent  in 
the  political  affairs  of  his  section  and  influential 
in  the  councils , of  his  party,  and  tvas  chosen  to 
several  township  offices.  He  was  also  prominent 
in  the  religious  life  of  the  community  as  a faith- 
ful member  of  Lantz’s  German  Eeformed  Church, 
which  he  helped  to  build  and  which  he  served 
as  trustee  and  elder  for  many  years..  He  tvas 
twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  whose  maid- 
en name  was  Lantz,  had  five  children : Samuel 
L.,  born  3Iarcb  28,  1828:  Peter,  born  3Iarch  3, 
1838;  3Iargaret;  Hannah,  and  3[ary  31.  By  his 
second  marriage,  to  Elizabeth  Weiser,  there  were 
six  children : Catharine,  George  3Y.,  Philip  W., 
John  S.,  Jennie  and  Lucy  A. 

Philip  3Y.  Keefer,  son  of  George,  was  born  Xoi’. 
H2,  1846,  and  married  Annie  A.  Kemp. 

George  H.  Keefer,  son  of  Philip  3Y.  Keefer, 
came  to  Sunburv,  Xorthumberland  county,  with 
Tiis  father  when  Jive  years  old,  and  attended  school 
there.  He  learned  the  carjientor's  trade  under 
his  father,  and  architecture  under  his  uncle. 
George  3V.  Keefer,  and  in  1890  engaged  in  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account  in  Sunburv,  where  he 
Imilt  the  Armory  and  the  X'orthumberland  Xa- 
tional  Bank  building.  In  October,  1895,  he  set- 
tled in  3Iount  Carmel,  during  the  early  part  of 


his  residence  here  carrying  on  the  wliolesale  and 
retail  lumber  business.  .His  first  building  con- 
tracts were  for  the  residences  of  AYilliam  Kiefer, 
Judge  Lincoln  S.  Walter,  and  P.  A.  AYught;  as 
his  patronage  widened  and  his  business  increased 
he  was  intrusted  with  more  and  more  important 
work,  the  3Iasonic  temple,  the  Donohue  building 
and  the  George  Lamskey  building  being  all  of  his 
construction.  He  has  also  had  many  contracts 
outside  of  his  own  community,  having  built  Lho 
waterworks  at  Columbia,  S.  C. ; the  filter  plant 
at  Oklahoma ; the  waterworks  at  3Yinfield,  Kans. ; 
the  silk  mills  at  3Iarion,  Ohio,  and  at  Lewistown 
and  Sunbury,  Pa.,  for  the  Susquehanna  Silk  Com- 
pany; the  converting  works  at  Sunburv,  for  the. 
same  concern;  and  a silk  mill  for  the  Schwartz- 
enback  Huber  Compan}-,  Juniata,  Pa.  A mere 
list  of  his  contracts  is  sufficient  evidence  of  his 
standing,  and  the  many  substantial  structures  of 
his  construction  testify  to  the  value  and  solidity 
of  his  work,  as  well  as  to  his  intelligent  ideas  on 
modern  building  and  convenience  in  arrangement 
of  space.  He  has  held  the  respect  and  good  will 
of  his  various  patrons  to  an  unusual  extent.  3Ir. 
Keefer  is  president  of  the  31ount  Carmel  Coal  & 
Coke  Company  of  , West  3'irginia.  He  is  well 
known  in  his  connection  with  the  State  Xational 
Guard,  and  during  the  Spanish- American  war  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  12th  Peginient,  Penn.^yl- 
vania  A^olunteers,  serving  nine  months.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  the  Elks,  Lodge  Xo.  356,  of  3Ioum 
Carmel. 

On  June  16,  1896,  3Ir.  Keefer  married  Maude 
Foye,  daughter  of  Landis  and  Harriet  (Wolf) 
Foye.  They  have  no  children. 

JOHX  H.  3IAILEY,  postmaster  at  Xorthum- 
berland, Xorthumlierland  county,  was  born  Fe!). 
6,  1861,  at  lYest  Fairview,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa., 
sou  of  AYilliam  Alailey  and  grandson  of  Peter 
Alailey.  The  latter  was  a resident  of  Harrisburg, 
Pa.,  where  he  died  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  Among  his  children  Avere  John,  Eli, 
AYilliam  and  Annie. 

AYilliam  Alailey,  father  of  Jolm  H.  Alailey, 
Avas  born  in  1830,  and  died  in  October,  1867,  in 
Harrisburg.  He  learned  the  trade  of  iron  work- 
er, Avhich  he  followed  all  his  life;  His  wife, 
Elizabeth  (Heftley),  daughter  of  Leonard  HeffleA", 
still  survives  him,  and  makes  her  home  in  Har- 
risburg. They  were  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing children : Abner,  Amos,  David,  John  H., 
Emory  and  George  B. 

John  IT.  Alailey  attended  the  puldic  .«chools  of 
Duncannon,  Perry  Co.,  Pa.,  "svhere  ho  Avas  reared, 
having  gone  there  in  1867,  the  ,\ear  of  his  father’s 
death.  He  learned  the  nailing  business.  Avhich  he 
continued  to  folloAV  until  his  removal  to  the  bor- 
ough of  Xorthumberland  in  1890,  after  which  he 
Avas  employed  by  T'aggart  it  Howell  fm'  one  A’car. 
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Eor  the  next  sixteen  .yeiii'."  he  '.vas  in  the  employ 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Pailway  Company,  beginning 
as  brakeman  and  advaiicing  until,  when  he  left 
the  road,  he  had  become  extra  conductor.  In 
1907  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  X'orthum- 
berland,  and  he  has  since  devoted  all  his  time 
to  the  duties  of  that  position,  in  which  his  ser- 
vices arc  i>roving  most  sati.sfactorv.  He  was  re- 
appointed Feb.  ^3,  1911.  The  office  is  at  present 
of  the  second  class.  Mr.  Hailey  is  an  esteemed 
and  well  known  citizen  of  the  borough,  where  he 
has  taken  considerable  part  in  politics,  as  he  did 
also  at  his  previous  location,  Duncannon.  He 
was  elected  chief  burgess  of  Duncannon  in  1889. 
Since  his  removal  to  Xorthumberland  county  he 
has  served  twelve  years  as  borough  committeeman 
of  the  Eepublican  party.  When  the  Xorthum- 
berland Gas  Company  was  organized,  in  1911,  Mr. 
Mailey  l)ecame  one  of  the  original  directors,  and 
is  serving  as  general  manager. 

On  June  ;3G,  1884,  Mr.  Mailey  married  lllatil- 
da  C.  Eshelman,  daughter  of  Jacob  E.shelman,  of 
Duncannon,  and  they  have  had  four  children; 
Eva,  wife  of  31.  P.  Tierney,  an  attorney  at  law 
of  Xorthumberland  borough;  Xora;  William,  who 
married  Puth  Burns,  of  Sunbury ; and  Charles. 
Mr.  3railey  and  his  family  hold  membership  in 
the  3Iethodist  Church. 

B.  EPAXKLIX  HECKEET,  attorney  at  law 
of  Sunbury,  Xorthumberland  county,'  associated 
in  practice  with  George  B.  Eeimensnyder,  was 
born  in  that  borough  Aug.  4,  1876.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  an  old  Xorthumberland  county  family,  be- 
ing a descendant  of  3[ichael  Heckert,  who  emi- 
grated from  Germany  soiiie  time  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  eighteenth  century  and  settled 
in  Lower  .3fahanoy  township  in  tiie  early  days. 
He  owned  a considerable  body  of  land,  some  of 
which  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  posterity, 
who  are  still  numerous  in  this  county  and  also 
well  represented  in  the  Western  States.  3[icl-ael 
Heckert's  sons  were  Francis,  Yost,  Peter  and 
John;  and  he  had  a daughter,  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Jacob  3liller  and  moved  to  A]'instrong 
Valley,  in  Dauphin  county.  Pa.  Tlie  sons  Fran- 
cis and  Yost  went  V'est.  There  may  have  been 
other  children. 

Peter  Heckert,  one  of  the  sons  of  3Iichael  ■vho 
remained  in  the  home  neighborhood,  lived  in  Low- 
er ilahanoy  township,  having  taken  up  farm 
lands  there.  He  died  at  Sunljurv.  He  served 
in  the  war  of  1812,'  was  honorably  discharged, 
and  received  two  tracts  of  bountv  land  for  his 
services  in  the  war.  He  married  Hannah  Wit- 
mer,  and  their  children  were;  George;  3Iichael ; 
Peter,  who  settled  and  lived  in  Xorthnmberlar.tl 
county  and  had  two  sons,  Jacob  (who  is  a marble 
cutter  in  IMillersburg.  Pa.)  and  IVillis  (who  is 
a railroader,  living  in  Georgetr>wn — Dalmatia, 


Pa.)  ; Elias,  who  settled  in  Xorthumberland  cmr.- 
ty,  and  had  ten  children,  all  living,  Henry  A. 
(residing  in  Kansas  City,  3Io.),  Emma  E.  (3Irs. 
I.  J.  Shroyer,  formerly  of  Shamokin.  now  of 
Dauphin  county),  Eiley  W.  (farmer  in  Xorth- 
umberland county),  John  W.  (a  merchant  in  He- 
gins.  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.),  3Iary  A.  ( 3Irs.  John 

K.  3Iaurer,  of  Schuylkill  county.  Pa.),  Sarah  J. 
{3Irs.  Jacob  3Iaurer,  of  the  same  county),  Joseph 

L.  (a  baker  in  Girardville,  Pa.),  Lydia  A.  (3Irs. 
John  Y'.  Bahner,  residing  near  Stonington,  Xorth- 
umberland county).  Ivizzie  A.  (3Irs.  Elmer  A. 
Bohner.  of  Xorthumberland  county)  and  Eli  P. 
(the  principal  of  schools  at  Schuylkill  Haven, 
Pa.);  Isaac;  Benjamin;  Joseph,  who  resided  in 
Perry  county  and  who  became  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  during  which  he  was  shot  while  re- 
lieving a picket,  who  did  not  recognize  him; 
Eiley;  Elizabeth,  3Irs.  Isaac  Lenker ; Polly.  3Irs. 
Harry  Y'eaver,  Avho  has  a son  George,  living  in 
Shamokin,  Pa.;  Sal  lie;  Catharine,  3trs,__  Jacob 
Y'entzel,  who  resided  in  the  State  of  Indiana; 
Christina,  3Irs.  Aaron  Conrad,  who  resided  in 
Perry  county  (3Ir.  Conrad  was  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war  and  died  of  typhoid  after  a forced 
march  to  Gettysburg  in  1863,  after  his  enlistment 
had  expired);  Hannah,  3[rs.  John  Christ;  and 
two  others,  who  died  in  vouth.  Of  this  family, 
Elias,  now  (1911)  eighty-four  years  of  age,  and 
Hannah  (3Irs.  John  Christ)  are  the  only  ones 
living,  and  both  reside  in  Xorthumberland  county. 

Benjamin  Heckert,  the  twelfth  in  order  of 
birth,  was  born  Aug.  14,  1835,  in  Butler  county, 
Pa.,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Imwer  3Iahanoy 
township,  where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
local  seliools.  He  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet- 
maker there  and  at  Sunbury.  to  which  place  lie 
came  when  a young  man,  and  where  he  was  for 
eight  years  in  the  employ  of  Sebastian  Haupt. 
In  1862  he  engaged  in  the  furniture  and  under- 
taking business  at  Xorthumberland,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  removal  to  Sunbury.  in  1871. 
There  he  was  in  business  for  many  years  as  a 
funeral  director  and  furniture  dealer,  b.aving  the 
largest  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  borough 
in  his  day  and  employing  a number  of  clerks. 
His  progressive  and  enterprising  methorls  kept 
bim  at  the  head  of  the  trade  throughout  his  ac- 
tive career.  He  retired  some  years  Ijcfore  his 
death,  which  occurred  July  6,  1906. 

In  1859  3Ir.  Heckert  married  Sarah  Jane  Durst, 
who  was  born  3tay  5,  1838.  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Xancy  (^lahany)  Durst,  of  Sunbury.  and 
died  Sept.  13,  1903.  3Ir.  and  3Irs.  Heckert  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  fraternally 
he  held  mendrership  in  the  I.  (3.  0.  F.  lodge  at 
Sunbury.  He  was  inde)iendent  in  politics.  Six 
children  were  born  to  ^Ir.  and  .Mrs.  Benjamin 
Heckert;  'William  X.  died  in  infancy;  Eev. 
Charles  G.  graduated  from  IVittenbcrg  College. 
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Spi'iugfieW,  Ohio,  booaiuo  pi’eriideut  of  that  insti- 
tution  aiul  a clergyman  of  the  Lutheran  Church; 
Emma  D.  married  William  Cf.  Savidgc,  of  Sun- 
bury;  Jennie  3L -married  Sharon  Stevens,  of  Har- 
I’isburg;  B.  Franklin  was  a twin  of  Harry  X"., 
who  was  drowned  in  the  Susquehanna  river  when 
fourteen  years  old. 

B.  Franklin  Heckert  received  his  early  literary 
education  in  Sunbury,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  there  in  lS9-‘5.  He  then  took  a course  at 
Wittenberg  College.  Springfield,  Ohio,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  with  the  class 
of  1897,  after  which  ho  had  a year's  study  at 
Bucknell  University,  Lewisburg.  Pa.  He  read 
law  with  Ocorge  B.  Peimensnyder,  the  foremost 
attorney  of  Xorthumberland  county,  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  this  county  in  1900,  and  to  practice 
in  the  Superior  and  Supreme  courts  in  1902. 
Since  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  has  been  as- 
sociated in  practice  with  his  preceptor,  iMr.  Ileim- 
ensnyder,  who  makes  a specialty  of  the  civil  branch 
of  the  law.  His  personal  and  professional  stand- 
ing and  associations  are  most  j)ropitious. 

iMr.  Heckert  is  a member  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Sunburv  and  prominent  in  the 
iMa  sonic  fraternity,  holding  membership  in  Lodge 
Xq.  22,  F.  and  A.  i\r.,  of  Sunburv,  of  which  he 
was  worshipful  master  in  1909;  in  Xorthumber- 
land Koyal  Arch  Chapter.  Xo.  174 ; in  Yloimt  Her- 
mon  Commandery,  Xo.  85,  K.  T.,  of  Sunbury; 
in  Williamsport  Consistory;  and  in  Irem  Temple, 
A.  A.  0.  X.  iM.  S.,  of  Wilkes-Barre.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Americus  and  Temple  Clubs  of 
Sunbury. 

J OHX'  GLOWA  is  connected  with  several  of  the 
most  important  lousiness  enterprises  of  Shamokin, 
Xorthumberland  county,  where  he  has  been  well 
known  in  commercial  circles  for  a number  of  years, 
though  he  did  not  establish  a permanent  home  in 
that  city  until  190G.  He  is  a self-made  man,  one 
whose  excellent  judgment  and  well  directed  ex- 
ecutive ability  have  made  him  successful  in  his 
various  undertakings. 

Mr.  Glowa  was  born  June  24,  1863,  in  Galicia, 
Austria,  in  which  country  his  father,  Mathew 
Glowa.  followed  farming.  He  died  tliere.  John 
Glowa  attended  school  in  his  native  country,  where 
he  grow  to  maidiood,  coming  to  this  country  in 
1882.  He  landed  at  Xew  York  City  Xov.  isth. 
and  made  his  fii'st  location  at  Danville.  Pa.,  where 
he  fouml  einployment  in  the  rolling  mill,  working 
'there  three  months.  He  was  next  emplove<l  on  the 
construction  of  the  railroad  from  Simlertown  to 
Sunburv,  Pa.,  and  after  following  this  work  a 
short  time  entered  the  employ  of  the  Excelsior 
Coal  Com|)any,  at  Excelsior.  XArthumberland 
county,  continuing  with  them  for  a period  of  seven 
years.  In  1889  he  located  in  Shamokin,  where  he 
remained  for  the  next  ibnc  vears.  after  which  he 


opened  a general  store  in  Excelsior,  keeping  a mis- 
cellaneous stock,  anything,  in  fact,  that  there  was 
anv  call  for.  It  was  this  liberal  polict"  of  catering 
to  the  wants  of  his  cuscoiners  that  made  his  busi- 
ness so  successtui,  ami  he  continued  it  until  1906, 
when  he  moved  his  residence  to  Shamokin.  Here 
he  has  since  lived,  at  X”o.  321  X"orth  Shamokin 
street.  Ho  still  has  mercantile  interests,  being 
president  of  the  llussian  ^Mercantile  Company,  of 
Shamokin,  in  which  line  his  long  experience  has 
lifted  him  for  valuable  executive  service.  Mr. 
Glowa  was  one  of  the  original  directors  of  the 
Market  Street  Xational  Bank,  of  Shamokin,  and 
is  still  serving  in  that  capacity ; he  is  also  a stock- 
holder in  the  Shamokin  and  Coal  Township  Light 
and  Power  Coiu[jany,  in  the  Hoven  Mercantile 
Conqianv  of  Xew  York  City  and  in  the  Connell 
Powder  -Company  of  Scranton.  He  is  a very  pop- 
ular citizen  of  Shamokin,  and  stands  well  among 
his  own  countrymen  there,  being  president  of  the 
Puthenian  Catholic  Church,  of  which  he  was  one 
of.  the  founders.  In  his  native  land  he  was  a 
member  of  the  choir  in  his  church  until  he  left  for 
America. 

Mr.  Glowa’s  first  marriage  was  to  Catherine 
Chlebowsky,  who  died  May  9,  1907,  and  is  buried 
at  Shamokin ; she  was  a native  of  Austria.  His 
present  wife  was  Ella  Emck.  Five  children  were 
born  to  the  first  union:  Mary,  Michael,  Mathew, 

IValter  and  Antiona. 

SXYDER.  David  L.  and  Harry  E.  Snyder, 
brothers,  residents,  respectively,  of  Ilalpho  and 
Shamokin  townships,  the  former  postmaster  at  Ga- 
bel, are  sons  of  David  H.  Snyder  and  grandsons 
of  Joseph  Snyder,  the  pioneer  hotel-keeper  in  the 
borough  of  Shamokin. 

John  Snyder,  the  first  of  this  family  in  America, 
came  from  Germany  and  settled  at  Trenton,  X.  J. 
Coming  to  X'orthumberland  county.  Pa.,  he  was 
one  of  the  early  residents  of  Rush  township,  where 
he  died.  He  married  Ellen  Witlock,  and  their 
children  w'ere:  Joseph;  Jacob,  who  died  at  Frack- 
ville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa. ; Reuben,  who  died  at 
Snutftown,  Xorthumberland  eountv:  and  Sallie, 
Mrs.  Teats. 

Joseph  Snyder,  son  of  John,  was  born  at  Tren- 
ton, X".  J..  Oct.  10.  1796,  and  grew-  to  manhood  at 
his  native  place,  receiving  an  ordinary  schooling. 
He  married  Annie  Heller,  a native  also  of  Xew- 
Jersey,  born  Sept.  18,  1794,  and  in  1818  came  to 
Pennsvlvania,  settling  in  Rush  township,  Xorth- 
und)crland  county,  where  he  began  farming.  Some 
time  latei-  he  opened  a hotel  at  Snufftown,  In 
Shamokin  township,  and  thciiw  in  1835  went  to 
Shamokin.  intending  to  engage  in  the  ludel  busi- 
!)ess.  But  the  outlook  was  not  encouraging,  and 
he  returned  to  his  old  location  for  a shoid  time.  In 
1836  he  again  went  to  Shamokin.  where  he  began 
keeping  hotel  in  a building  which  subsequently 
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I'oniied  j^ait  oi  tliu  old  ’A'amlfibiit  Hotel,"  on  tlie 
j)iesent  s^ite  of  tlie  “Hotel  Braemar.”  tie  con- 
tinued the  business  with  areat  success  for  several 
yeais,  and  then  accepted  the  ]}ositioii  of  resident 
land  agent,  to  the  duties  of  wldch  he  devoted  his 
time  for  many  yeais.  Toward  liie  latter  jiart  of  his 
life  he  purchased  a farm  in  IJalplio  township  (the 
propeity  later  owned  by  his  son  John  B.)  and  re- 
mained there  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  returned  to  Shamokin.  He  died  there  Feb.  1, 
18()7.  i\Ir.  Snyder  was  a Democrat  and  filled  vari- 
ous local  otliees,  lieing  the  fii>t  constable  of  Sham- 
okin, ta.v  collector,  etc.  He  was  active  in  Church 
work,  having  been  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Fiist  Preslnterian  Chureh  of  Shamokin  and  large- 
ly instrumental  in  the  erection  of  its  editice  iir 
1840.  A good  citizen,  reliable  and  straightforward 
in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellowmen,  he  was  high- 
ly respected  wherever  known.  His  widow,  who 
died  Aug.  (i.  1881.  in  her  eighty-seventh  year,  wa:? 
-a  member  of  the  ^lethodist  Eiiiscopal  Church. 
They  were  the  })arcuts  of  the  following  children: 
.-Vmelia  manied  Joseph  Enoch  and  (second)  Jon- 
atlian  Farnswortli ; Harmon  died  in  Shamokin; 
Rachel  became  the  wife  of  Alem  Sechler;  Eleanor, 
now  the  only  living  member  of  her  generation,  is 
unmarried  and  resides  in  Shamokin;  David  H.  is 
mentioned  below:  Joh.n  Boyd  was  Inri’n  April  3, 
1836,  the  first  white  child  lioni  within  the  limits 
of  what  is  now  Shamokin  borough. 

John  Boyd  Snyder,  son  of  Joseph,  learned  the 
trade  of  plasterer,  which  he  followed  in  connection 
with  farming.  On  Jan.  1,  1S5T,  he  married  Mary 
M.  Mowery.  who  was  born  Doc.  J,  1836.  daughter 
of  Daniel  Mowery.  of  Shamokin,  and  died  ^lay  1. 
Ihll.  The  following  childreii  were  born  to  them: 
C'harles.  who  died  when  six  years  old:  Anna  (de- 
ceased), who  married  IMatthias  Xeely  ; George  Mc- 
Clellan, who  married  Briscilla  vSwoyer ; John  H., 
now  clerk  of  the  “Hotel  Graemar":  Edwin  A., 
who  died  young;  Elizabetli;  Florence  Rebecca, 
who  married  John  Tyler;  Emma;  and  Joseph  W., 
who  married^  Gertrude  Yost.  The  father,  John 
Boyd  Snyder,  died  in  Shamokin  in  Fobi-uary, 
lfH)3.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and  frater- 
nally a member  of  Shamokin  Lodge,  X'o.  ?55,  F. 
ft  A.  M. 

Daviil  H.  Snyder,  son  of  Jose|,'h.  was  born  in 
Xovemlier,  1834,  at  Rushtown,  Xorthumberland 
county,  and  when  a boy  learned  the  trade  of  sad- 
dler, which  he  followed  throughout  his  active 
years.  Before  his  marriage  he  taught  school  for 
tiiree  terms  in  Little  Atahanoy  township,  this  coun- 
ty. He  was  located  at  Catawissa,  Shamokin  and, 
eventually,  . at  Cabel,  in  Ralpho  township,  this 
county,  also  folhAving  lanning  to  some  extent,  on 
a small  tract  which  he  owned.  During  tlie  Ci\il 
war  he  was  in  the  Fnion  -erviee  for  nine  months, 
and  returned  liome  in  i>oor  health,  never  entirely 
recovering  his  strength  after  his  army  cMpeneiice. 


.V  Demociat  in  [lolitical  opinion,  he  t'>ok  consid- 
erable interest  in  politics  and  puidic  affairs;  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  fraternally 
Itelonged  to  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  He  died  Xov.  9,  1878, 
agcil  forty-four  vears,  and  is  buried  in  Oak  Grove 
cemetery,  in  Ralpho  t(Avnship. 

On  Dec.  ‘25,  1856,  Mr.  Snyder  man  ied  IMary  J. 
Cami>bell.  daughter  of  X'icholas  and  Hannah  ( YT)-. 
cum)  Campbell,  and  granddaughter  of  Obediah 
Campbell.  She  now  makes  her  home  at  Cabel,  in 
Ral[)lio  township.  IMr.  and  iMrs.  Snyder  had  the 
following  children:  Amy  A.  married  S.  F.  Bough- 
ner  and  lived  in  Ralpho  township  (she  died  in 
July,  1901  ) ; Rosella  married  William  0.  Hoff- 
man and  they  are  living  at  Selinsgrove,  Fa.;  Jo- 
seph X.  married  Elizalieth  Frederick  and  their 
home  is  in  Shamokin  township;  Clark  W.,  of  Mil- 
ton.  Pa.,  married  Annie  Rice  and  (second)  Kate 

; David  L.  is  mentioned  below;  Minnie 

manied  W.  L.  Eisele  and  is  living  at  IVilliams- 
port ; Harry  E.  is  mentioned  below;  Calvin  X., 
who  was  a telegraph  operator,  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years. 

David  L.  Snvder  was  born  Oct.  23,  1867,  in 
Shamokin  township,  X^orthumberland  county,  and 
obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He 
learned  the  saddler's  trade  with  his  brother  Jo- 
seph, at  Cabel,  remaining  with  him  about  ten 
years,  until  he  commenced  business  for  himself. 
His  patronage  is  extensive  and  drawn  from  a wide 
territory.  Mr.  Snyder  also  manufactures  harness, 
and  since  1904  has  been  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
fai-m  implements.  He  is  a most  enterprising 
man.  and  is  interested  in  the  timber  business,  sup- 
plying the  mines.  In  1909  he  bought  tlie  old 
Snydei-  homestead  at  Cabel,  in  Ralpho  township,  a 
tract  of  seventy-six  acres — good  land  and  laluable 
timber.  The  farmhouse  on  the  proiperty  was  at 
one  time  known  as  the  “Red  Tavern,"  a hotel  hav- 
ing been  maintained  there  many  years  ago,  and  it 
is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  this  section.  On  June 
1,  19(1-2,  Ylr.  Snyder  was  appointed  postmaster  at 
Cabel,  where  his  brother  Joseph  and  his  mother 
have  also  ufficiated,  in  the  same  capacity.  He  is 
a progressive  citizen,  thoroughly  identified  with 
local  interests,  and  is  a memlier  of  the  P.  O.  S.  of 
A.,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  the  In- 
de]iendcnt  Fire  Company.  In  politics  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. 

On  June  7,  1896.  Mi-.  Snvder  married  Estella 
Moody,  daughter  of  Allen  Dloody.  She  died  one 
year  afterward,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty,  the 
mother  of  a daughter.  Estella.  Mr.  Snyder's  sec- 
ond marriage,  which  took  'place  in  June.  1898,  was 
to  .Vnnii*  M.  Moyer,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Yloyer, 
of  Berresburg,  Dauphin  Co..  Pa.,  and  she  died 
Sept.  -2(i,  pMiil,  leaving  the  following  children: 
Charles,  KIsic'.  Leon,  Annie  and  Chester.  iMr. 
Snvdei-  has  since  married  (third)  Gertrude  ('hnm- 
beiliu.  uidovv  of  lidw.  ( 'hamla-rrm,  and  a daugh- 
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ter  of  Luther  Soljer.  The  fainilx’  are  ^Methodists 
in  religious  connection. 

Haery  it  Sxydkr  was  born  May  12,  1872^  in 
Ealpho  townsliip,  Xortliuinberlaml  county^  was 
reared  upon  the  farm  and  received  liis  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  home  locality.  For 
two  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  milk  business  at 
Weigh  Scales^,  his  next  location  being  at  Seven 
Points,  in  Eockefeller  township,  where  he  carried 
on  a mercantile  business  for  one  3'ear.  In  1906  he 
bonglit  the  old  Aniandus  Miller  homestead  in 
Shamokin  township,  consisting  of  seventy-four 
acres,  where  he  devoted  himself  to  farming  until 
his  removal  to  Shamokin,  in  April,  1911;  he  re- 
sides at  AM.  6'23  West  Pine  Street.  He  is  a 3'oung 
man  of  energetic  disposition,  intelligent  in  his 
work  and  enterprising  in  his  methods,  and  his 
farm  showed  the  effect  of  good  management.  He 
had  good  i)uihlings  and  kept  his  property  in  ex- 
cellent condition. 

In  1901  ]\Ir.  Snyder  married  Lulu  T.  Miller, 
daughter  of  Amandus  Miller,  late  of  Shamokin 
township,  and  thev  ha\e  four  children:  Ernest 

M.,  E.  Merrill,  Mary  H.  and  Eosella  F.  Mr. 
Snyder  is  a member  of  the  Oak  Grove  Methodist 
Church  in  Ealpho  township,  and  socially  belongs 
to  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  In  political  matters  he 
votes  independently. 

JAEID  C.  lEWIX,  a venerable  citizen  of  Sun- 
bury,  has  had  a long  and  useful  life,  one  of  un- 
usual activity,  and  few  residents  of  the  borough 
are  any  better  known  in  the  community.  For 
many  years  he  was  identified  with  its  public  af- 
fairs, having  served  several  years  in  the  borough 
council,-  as  member  of  the  school  board  for  the  re- 
markable period  of  twenty-one  years,  during  which 
time  he  was  never  absent  from  a meeting  of  the 
board,  and  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee 
who  superintended  the  erection  of  the  present  high 
school  building,  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  from 
1892  to  1897  as  postmaster  of  the  borough. 

Mr.  Irwin  is  a son  of  Martin  Irwin,  who  came 
to  Sunbury  early  in  1830  from  Chester  county,  Pa., 
where  he  was  born  April  1,  1804.  Ho  followed 
shoemaking  throughout  his  working  years,  and 
was  an  industrious  and  intelligent  man,  one  who 
had  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew 
him.  For  some  years  he  served  as  court  crier,  and 
in  1848  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  register  and 
recorder  of  Xorthumberland  county,  which  he  was 
filling  at  the  time  of  his  death,  June  13.  1849, 
in  Sunbury.  He  was  a Democrat,  and  (piite  ac- 
tive in  politics.  IMr.  Irwin  married  Eachcl  Irwin, 
who  was  born  in  1808  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa., 
daughter  of  James  Irwin,  a native  of  Chester 
county,  where  he  is  buried  ; he  li\  ed  to  the  age  of 
ninety-three.  James  Irwin  had  the  following 
sons:  George,  James,  Samuel,  Joseph,  Jarid  and 
Fenius.  X'ine  children  were  iiorn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 


Martin  Irwin:  Jariil  C.,  born  March  l.j.  1830; 

James  P.,  born  in  1832;  Mary,  born  in  1834,  who 
married  Charles  D.  AVharton ; S.  Elizabeth,  born 
in  1836,  who  married  Dr.  Daniel  Shindel:  Isabella, 
born  in  1838,  who  married  Joseph  Bright ; Amelia 
Alice,  born  in  1842,  who  married  John  Olson;  E. 
Marian,  born  in  1843,  who  died  young;  .lane  P., 
born  in  1846,  who  married  Edward  Israel ; and 
Samuel  P.,  born  in  1849,  who  married  Miss  Val 
Elexander,  and  died  in  1908.  The  parents  of 
this  family  are  buried  at  Sunbury,  in  the  lower 
(Fourth  street)  cemetery.  They  were  Episcopal- 
ians in  religious  connection  and  active  in  church 
life.  After  the  fathers  death  the  mother  nmrried 
(second)  Frederick  Lazarus,  whom  she  also  sur- 
vived, her  death  occurring  in  1895. 

Jarid  C.  Irwin  was  born  March  13,  1830,  in 
Sunbury,-  where  he  gwew  to  manhood,  and  there 
he  has  always  made  his  home.  He  learned  shoe- 
making with  his  father,  with  whom  he  worked 
from  an  early  age,  beginning  the  trade  in  the  days 
when  custom  work  was  the  rule : when  the  work 
was  all  done  by  hand : and  when  shoes  were  made 
on  straight  lasts,  not  rights  and  lefts  as  at  present, 
and  worn  on  either  foot,  being  changed  about 
daily  to  keep  heels  and  soles  from  becoming 
crooked.  Mr.  Irwin  followed  this  busine.ss 
throughout  his  active  years,  and  prospered.  It 
is  his  public  career,  however,  that  has  brought 
liim  into  special  prominence,  his  services  having 
covered  many  years,  during  which  he  filled  various 
offices  with  ability,  showing  conscientious  devo- 
tion to  the  duties  intrusted  to  him.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  borough  council  for  two  terms.  For 
twenty-one  years  he  served  on  the  school  board, 
for  a longer  period  than  any  other  one  man  in 
Sunbury,  and  in  all  that  time  never  missed  a meet- 
ing of  the  board,  was  secretary  of  that  body  for 
twelve  years,  treasurer  four  years,  and  president 
for  a time,  and  always  known  as  one  of  tlie  most 
effective  workers  in  the  borough  in  the  cause  of 
public  education.  On  April  14,  1890,  he  was  ap- 
pointed justice  of  the  peace  by  Governor  Beaver, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  A.  X. 
Brice.  . At  the  close  of  his  appointive  term,  first' 
^Monday  in  ^lay,  1891,  he  was  elected  for  five 
vears,  Init  in  1892  resigned  his  office,  having  been 
in  the  meantime  ap|X)inted  postmaster,  when  Hon. 
John  AVanamakcr  was  postmaster  general.  He 
held  that  office  until  1897. 

,Mr.  Irwin  has  always  been  a stanch  Eepublican, 
and  he  served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war  under  three  enlistments.  In  1861  he  became 
a private  of  Company  F,  lltli  Pennsylvania  Eegd- 
ment,  with  which  he  served  three  months,  in  iMary- 
land  and  Virginia,  taking  part  in  the  first  fight 
at  Falling  Waters,  Va. : his  second  term  of  service 
was  as  a private  in  the  45th  Pennsylvania  Eegi- 
ment.  witlt  which  he  remained  a little  over  a 
vear,  during  tiuit  time  taking  ]>art  in  the  battles 


AiXi.:/a'jf«4CTx  ,YT/t30’i>  Jinnox 


,>W'  iWtMlIi  •rtirti: ■■Wi»t . ;jii;;rVt  o'l'Hftl/*  >iW^&«H.j|!bW  ■■  QrtT  ■ ^ 

itil-ff-  tti  (rtitU  -Mu  ai  Aioi!-',/!  soniair  't:,  ^ „ .m*iJrb(vmoa'  wjoigi^/rar 

nW  .&  ;"iw#-t»d  W .a  »a]  rci1^>  fedmoaf  ni  wK  miMi  bw  VitSiJI 


mil'  hM:»«i.f>  ,V<>teBZ'i4li' . liif'apfei^T, ' ^Ijim  %sonf*a/d,^|ia#mjw  n S»'’ 

" - • ■■  • ••■  • *fd^fll^tttJ^^  mo  tds^ 


‘Ici  'diiT 

iov/o<  u[i  ai  .rH/dWflS  in  */ib  **dJ 

i»vjw  v-^iIT  -Violriijm  dHufo'3) 

li  '<t1'^  m ‘iffi  >n  />ofl‘ flpiijonfmp  «( 

^i-.i;n^('T  •I'jrli'oia.  Oilt  limo'tt  wls 

~"7nr  <>(  oi!»  uk>(Ia 

.f.QHl'iff  Vai‘D‘!  >:K>  fhmb  J^vrir 

oi  J'^c'-l  .r.r  fhjHU  ni'wol  .O'  hhfiJ, 

wjJ}  inlij  ,J-"'«>4o«ca  r*tf  :^^}H'6iwc 

-ii-Z'ik  U}<T'rs5i'  &B  • «t,(lii  5>;fii()n  jr/»Twlfc  and  ojI 

■•«i  fooff’ff  ifJr¥  «id 

gvitf.  3'li  m ^^n^,j  tSf^n  x;b<«  ub  mot'j 

hm/  odi  mitf!'  -o{»«  $4i  inoigi^)  asdw 

'/Fifiirj  'ji'j'ff  nwiw  f«i3  ;bofiirvi;  stKdi  llii  ae'a 


Onctr-'j-jq  ia  fea  f4Vji  'Po 

Juot.j-'*  oolijfo  nc/,  ii7pv«,.|^a 


r,™.,.,,  lo  .qirfgfn/ol  flidamadp  ^ 

\lmuul  bif  -otoif'#  ^ 

r(i'  .o.WoaijwlS' 

;h^x0  voiO  i<i^y^.  &Sd,i^b4  ;^  89b«i  ’'■ 
•ski  , doIlk.iM'jiJjxlf 

,»wf  1%<i:  feid  ill  5aian<fi»|n9  boa 

ifiq  wrl  kja>{  l>Jis:«^i<ib4i4rTKKt:g 

bsimain  .t15 

Site 

f)«»  'M  xnslf,  ^U’rrriiU^  .SI  4; 

'%^i>  :<a0  Bci^  A'ijj  "lobxi 


'A* 


<M 

jii 

.m. 


^■m 


ban , .q]datt1<«'S^  ti4<rfi4I  «i 


2ciir«''/ad  *»/»! ' ‘■^^;  ]&««  ’ jtlwrf  ^wsi  o>t.  . yjj!«b 

£«-jtnaod  akJ't  ■ fliirtl-  •'!  i£  , .k»3lo&t4.  ^ 

Jl  ,7!^>i^>q'ioiq  baa  tiiaor  rfiian  fJd  iiH/d^wii'^  to  »%  ,uj  >. 

iifp.HO-rd  Slid  36^  ■•.trfi&VOH  •'•.-.i'  ■■'♦ 

.£sitl''^fi>a*:>mai<>'if.j  bWs'Wfta/  .3.u 

^JK>h'(iY  t»d  ii'Winj?' ■ *%k  b|l!S.,^go|  .'S' 

-073b  am'iliraio^o  5 JUfWik  t { tdc ' 4‘t^i'W  »iixk<K  - 

£ &B'H  yU  .^iii.  ot  Wamj/irVatJxk  ■9fit  /loll  stfl'm  iiwni  atf.; 

To'I  .vimoi  ft#)  .imt  tf&fi<yc<nX  >iAt  U.  j^Jmm  -t#  bsilkaabifwv . wf- 


bWs-wndir  « ! 


. -.>  ....,„  --  ,,,, 

a bosuHi  i?7o<t. '■/afk  iaf!)  {.t«  i^J)ajt:  .:^‘iudafj^  drfUNl  '*Jf 
t(..2  yUtS  hiiU  io  V'fSkj^w  ftfi.?/  .Kiftoif  Siti  '^o  ;gqt  00^ 


(jkt  io  YfiOy.cfi.' ;rA<^Kjd  fcWYjJg  b 

Vo  n'iufi}  oxff  0!  rt'^aki^  o4i  ul  grtad'iv'ii  b7i^">^Tlo  kmift  ■bxitrfo  ,|(hib7ii*9  Iboffii^ 

•qs  rftrr  o1  .01181  .41  /JO  orfrfji^j 

.YOYiildl  IilO'»OV<yr>  yd  Xi‘>fiOfJ  ilik  id 

it  -trif  .ft.r  i&.ci'i  fffl  ...11^ 


■■•Siir. 


, 


.Z  ./.  !0- iiJil’ili  yii't  yd  fvfl.HWBO  Ol 

0#ir-  tf;r-!S)  ftYtJftioqqfi  hldO*^ 
ovi?  To'l  J»^tj5>'i)  ^trrr  »;t  ^iGSL  ^VH.U\jnu^^bidfdi 


M 

^;r,in’dM 

..  bgfl  rk,„,._ 

at'H  a‘4d'»'.T3d5Mi'm1iic>if  IiyfhJiUfCffs  atifbmpm' 

oH  ,.liii!*nft^  i<^iaf«icJ<Tyq  -t-dsthsmsyf  mfot. 

,T0Bf  LFi^^■t7 ja<k  Jdo4  

iiy|0  ‘n{^  «rihi;f<  ym’**! 

v»iu£^vsd  ^*r  1081  fit  3!y«|l^ 'ia{«uf  tA'ff  "bi 

bf»H  dUi  yn  «. 


■j^ar  U'  swr«’ 

^i0T  siil  0^ 

„ vl»%7l«kii ''  im  ' «a  ^ 

bat 

^ ^*4  8481  «i  ' 


;10- JSlWEiJi 

■’”  p«s7r’  *ill'’ 


^ 4ii«i^.yl4,^.«!dkf9q'  crji:9'4J^' ,' 

-yialf  a:  Mimn  miM  'ba^'J-A  bilds»nlk0lyiyi£.4*SiW,.^  ,^"^84  mk’V  adw 

!tdj^'6  la-ift  bdl  iii  #fiMl 

^loiTjiw  1ft  RiYfldS'  j&rtio^  Mil  ,ytdHW; , 

!--*»  -ijnflTlyegooO  dJoi' «id4  m »r-^^ 

efi!j)Bd  i>il4  JMsik  -^-.  ,._  ......  _ .,  i.  .»<  I^^> 


F ',  ■ #„'  ..  '.iar:..;; 


i'^|'>'  ; ■'  '..  ,v 

O 


If 


I 

I 

! 


1 

t 

i 

i 


I 


I 


{ 

i 


I 

) 

1 


1 


XO^tT^IT.^^[BI•: RLAXD  COUXTY,  T'EXXSYLVAXIA 


' 561 


of  James  Island  (S.  C.)-  AntiL'am  and  Sontli 
Mountain;  later  lie  served  a year  as  a private  of 
Company  C,  dTtli  Pennsylvania  Eegiment.  He 
is  a leading  member  of  William  A.  Brunner  Post, 
Xo.  335,  G.  A.  P.,’  of  Sunbuiy,  winch  he  helped 
to  organize,  lieing  one  of  the  charter  members, 
and  is  a past  commander.  For  the  past  fourteen 
years  Mr.  Irwin  has  acted  for  the  county  com- 
missioners in  the  matter  of  looking  after  indigent 
Civil  war  veterans,  seeing  that  decent  burial  is 
provided  for  such  as  die  without  sufficient  means 
and  that  headstones  are  erected  to  mark  their 
graves  jiroperly.  For  many  years  he  was  a meml^er 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  In  religion,  like  his 
parents,  he  is  an  Episcopalian. 

Mr.  Irwin  can  look  back  over  a most  interesting 
period  of  Sunbury's  development,  and  he  has  em- 
bodied his  memories  in  a book  of  Peminiscences, 
which  he  completed  and  published  in  1910,  when 
past  the  age  of  eighty.  The  edition  of  three  hun- 
dred copies  was  intended  chiefly  for  distribution 
among  his  friends,  but  it  is  a substantial  and  valu- 
able addition  to  the  history  of  the  borough  and 
of  Xorthumberland  county,  though  the  author  him- 
self claimed  no  such  distinction  for  it.  The  work 
was  a labor  of  love,  acc-omplished  in  his  leisure 
hours,  and  the  accuracy  of  his  recollections,  to- 
gether with  the  care  and  thought  which  he  be- 
stowed upon  this  collection  of  “fugitive  facts”  con- 
cerning the  early  days  in  yhich  all  are  interested, 
not  only  - evidence  tlie  remarkable  clearness  and 
vigor  of  mind  which  this  octogenarian  has  re- 
tained, but  show  a true  gift  for  the  grasping  of 
those  things  most  characteristic  of  the  times  he 
depicts  and  a faculty  for  presenting  them  which 
entitles  the  book  to  more  than  local  recognition. 
The  cold  facts  of  history  stand  in  little  danger  of 
being  lost  in  these  days  of  daily  records,  and  the 
increasing  appreciation  of  the  value  of  statistics. 
It  is  the  doings  and  incidents  typical  of  the  early 
days  of  the  borough  which  may  too  readily  slip 
into  oblivion  unless  rescued  in  time  by  the  hand  of 
one 'who  has  the  necessary  knowledge  and  oppor- 
tunity to  record  them.  The  book  contains  so  many 
entertaining  recitals  of  life  and  conditions  in  the 
early  days  of  the  liorough  that  it  might  fuiaiish 
“local  color”  for  many  other  works,  incidents  of  all 
kinds  being  set  forth  in  most  attraeti\e  and  read- 
able form,  and  with  a regard  for  facts  that  en- 
hances the  worth  of  the  volume  appreciably.  The 
people  who  have  known  and  loved  Sunbury  feel  a 
personal  sense  of  gratitude  toward  him  for  the  oc- 
currences he  has  perpetuated  in  this  work.  The 
custoftis  and  practices  of  Sunbury  people  sixty  and 
more  years  ago  he  rcc(nints  from  his  personal  ex- 
periences and  recollections.  Beginning  with  a 
brief  reference  to  the  founding  of  the  Ixirough, 
a little  before  his  time,  ho  gives  two  ijuotations 
from  an  old  newspaper,  which  present  in  sharp 
contrast  with  the  i)roscnt  the  davs  when  Sunburv 
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had  no  <n)mmunicatinn  with  the  outside  world  ex- 
cept by  means  of  the  turii})ikc  and  caiml.  One 
notes  the  return,  April  3,  1835,  of  the  canal  boat 
“Augusta”  from  Philadelphia;  the  other  the  ar- 
rival of  two  cars  of  coal  from  Shamokin  in  1836, 
the  year  the  railroad  between  Sunbury  and  Sham- 
okin was  completed.  At  this  time  there  were  eight 
hotels  or  taverns,  as  they  were  then  called,  in  the 
town,  some  of  them  on  sites  still  occupied  by 
hotels.  In  1812  the  population  was  only  1,108, 
and  at  that  time  there  was  not  ,a  house  in  sight 
noith  of  Pace  street,  or  south  of  Spruce,  or  east 
of  what  is  now  known  as  Spring  Pun.  In  1818 
the  entire  tax  levy  of  the  borough  amounted  to 
SI, 291.63.  The  public  schools  were  opened  in 
1831,  and  the  school  tax  for  the  first  year  was 
8551.938  ; the  first  building  especially  erected  for 
school  purposes  in  Sunbury  u'as  opened  in  De- 
cember, 1837. 

Of  interesting  facts  concerning  the  changes  in 
the  physical  features  of  the  town  there  are  many, 
some  scarcely  comprehensible  to  the  present  gen- 
eration. The  present  site  of  the  Peading  railroad 
depot  was  an  old  basin  which  was  a favorite  re- 
sort of  skaters  in  the  winter  season ; Shamokin 
creek  was  once  a “fisherman’s  paradise’’  ; the  part 
of  town  extending  from  the  upper  basin  to  I'eyond 
the  Philadelphia  & Erie  shops  was  practically  a 
swamp,  covered  with  a dense  wild  growth  of 
shrubs,  bushes  and  vines;  and  allusion  is  made  to 
the  old  picnic  ground,  “which  was  a dense  growth 
of  trees,  south  of  the  eastern  extension  of  Walnut 
street,  and  east  of  Spring  run,  extending  along 
Shamokin  creek,  cpiite  up  to  the  old  town  mill.” 
In  these  days  a boy  could  not  earn  more  than 
twenty-five  cents  a day,  a levy,  or  twelve  and  a 
half  cents,  being  the  average,  and  fifty  cents  daily 
was  the  regular  price  paid  for  a man’s  labor. 
There  was  little  opportunity  for  girls  to  make 
money. 

To  the  social  pleasures  of  the  day  and  humorous 
happenings,  many  of  which  have  become  historic, 
i\Ir.  Irwin 'devotes  considerable  space.  He  tells  of 
the  annual  training  dat's,  when  the  militia  met  at 
Sunbury  for  drill ; of  the  fights  and  festivities 
udiich  itiarked  these  occasions  ; the  hucksters  busi- 
ly engaged  in  the  sale  of  the  ginger  cakes,  root 
beer  and  other  refreshments  in  popular  demand ; 
and  the  dancing,  usually  at  the  “Black  Horse 
Hotel.”  the  “Ferry  House”  and  the  “Cross 
Keys.”  One  of  the  most  amusing  incidents 
related  was  the  expedition  made  by  the 

Sunbury  Grays  to  oust  a negro  family  squatted 
on  an  island  in  the  river.  One  day,  the 

drum  corps  being  short  of  a fifer,  a celebrated 
whistler  in  the  town  agreed  to  furnish  the  music 

for  the  parade,  and  kept  his  word.  The  horse 

races  so  keenly  enjoyed  in  the  early  days,  the 
feud  between  the  Sunbury  and  Xorthuml)crland 
boys,  and  numerous  other  tilings  recalled  with 
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zest  ])}■  most  of  the  ohlei-  inlu-hitants^'  have  been 
set  diAvn  with  a peu  ino\ed  by  the  spirit  of  tlie 
times,  and  the  volume  has  been  received  with  de- 
light. A number  of  illustrations  accompany  the 
text. 

On  Feb.  15,  1851,  Mr.  Irwin  married  in  Dan- 
ville, Pa.,  Ann  S.  Kielil,  who  was  born  in  1833, 
daughter  of  George  AV.  Kiehl,  of  Sunbury,  at  one 
time  sheriff  of  Xorthumberland  county.  She  died 
March  9,  1910.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irwin  had  four 
children,  namely;  Marian,  who  died  young; 
Georgia  Anna,  who  married  Sharon  Stephen,  of 
Harrislmrg,  where  slie  died,  leaving  two  children, 
Fred  H.  and  Bessie ; William,  who  died  young,  and 
lAIartin,  who  died  young. 

EEY.  A.  II.  BLEISTEIX  has  been  pastor  of 
St.  Patrick's  Catliolic  Church  at-Trevorton,  Xorth- 
umberland county,  since  190‘2,  and  the  church  and 
its  work  have  prospered  steadily  under  his  wise 
and  efficient  administration.  He  was  Ijorn  March 
G,  1874,  at  Lebanon,  Pa.,  where  his  father,  John 
Bleistein,  a native  of  Germany,  settled  upon  com- 
ing to  this  country.  The  father  was  a furnaceman 
and  employed  as  such  throughout  his  active  years. 
He  died  at  Lebanon  May  •’O,  1874.  His  widow, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Host,  is  now 
living  with  her  son.  Father  Blei.stein.  at  Trevor- 
ton.  She  is  a nati\e  of  AA'iirtemberg,  Germany. 
Xine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Bleistein,  namely:  Frank,  who  died  young;  Jo- 

seph. a resident  of  Lebanon:  Carl,  who  died 
young;  John;  Y'illiani.  of  Lebanon;  Charles,  liv- 
ing at  Chester,  Pa. : Pltilip,  a resident  of  Lebanon; 
Mary,  deceased : and  H. 

A.  H.  Bleistein  received  his  early  education  in 
the  parochial  school'  at  Lebanon,  and  in  Vincent 
College,  located  at  Latrobe,  V'estinoreland  Co..  Pa. 
In  189‘1  he  entered  Aloiint  Saint  IMary's  College, 
at  Emmitsburg.  Md..  from  which  institution  he 
was  graduated  in  18'-»7.  For  the  next  two  years 
he  pursued  the  theological  course  there,  and  for 
one  year  was  a stiulent  at  St.  Charles  Seminary 
(the  Philadelphia  Theological  Seminary  of  St. 
Charles  Borromeo),  at  Overbrook,  Pa.,  after  which 
he  began  his  work  as  assistant  to  Father’Christ. 
of  St.  Joseph’s  Church,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.  His 
next  location  was  at  Xew  Freedom,  YMrk  Co..  Pa., 
■where  he  remained  for  one  year,  from  June,  1!)01, 
to  June,  190?,  at  which  time  he  was  transferred  to 
Trevorton.  Here  he  has  since  had  charge  of  St. 
Patrick's  Church.  He  has  been  very  successful 
throughout  his  })astorate.  and  the  affairs  of  the 
congregation  are  in  a thriving  condition. 

St.  Patrick's  Cluirchi  was  founded  soon  after  the 
opening  of  the  coal  mines  at  Trevorton.  A large 
proportion  of  the  Irish  and  German  miners  were 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  Pev.  iMichael 
Sheridan,  pastor  of  St.  Joseph's  Church,  at  Dan- 


ville, was  requested  to  pay  them  a visit.  He  cele- 
brated the  hist  mass  at  tlie  house  of  a Mr.  Comp- 
ton, and  the  first  baptism  and  marriage  recorded 
in  the  church  records  by  Father  Sheridan  are 
dated  Oct.  1,  1854.  It  is  very  probable  he  com- 
menced visiting  the  town  about  that  time.  In 
1857  he  was  succeeded  by  Pev.  George  Gosten- 
schuigg,  }iastor  at  Milton,  who  organized  the  con- 
gregation and  at  once  commenced  collecting  mon- 
ey for  the  erection  of  a church  edihee.  Father 
George,  as  he  was  familiarly  known,  continued 
his  collections  over  the  county  until  iMay,  1859, 
when  tl'.e  contract  was  let. for  the  church  building, 
a white  sandstone  structure  35  by  G5  feet  in  dimen- 
sions, still  in  use.  The  edifice  was  completed  in 
May,  18G0,  and  was  dedicated  on  the  '30th  of  that 
month  by  Bishop  Xeuinan,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
placed  under  the  patronage  of  St.  Patrick.  A 
large  assei’nblage  was  present  at  the  services,  but 
the  ]iastor  who  had  worked  so  hard  to  accomplish 
all  this  had  not  lived  to  see  the  ceremony.  While 
making  jireparations  for  the  event  Father  Gosten- 
schnigg  became  overheated,  and  he  died  at  Mil- 
ton  iMay  2,  18G0,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Joseph's 
parocliial  lot  at  that  place.  His  successor,  Pev. 
M.  iMuhlberger,  served  until  18G1,  when  Pev. 
Emil  Stenzel  became  pastor.  In  18G2  lie  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Pe\’.  Edward  iMurray,  and  in  Xovem- 
Uer,  18G3,  Pev.  J.  .T.  Kix-h,  pastor  of  St.  Joseph's 
Church  at  IMilton.  was. transferred  to  this  charge. 
In  18GG  Father  Koch  was  appointed  first  resident 
pastor  of  St.  Edward’s  Church  at  Shamokin,  but 
also  continued  to  minister  to  St.  Patrick's  until 
1878,  during  which  time  he  enlarged  the  church 
building,  had  the  interior  frescoed,  paid  off  the 
debts,  and  pilaced  the  affairs  of  the  congregation 
on  a sound  financial  basis.  For  four  years  after 
Father  Koch's  pastorate  Pev.  August  Schlue- 
ter,  formerly  of  Locust  Gap,  was  in  charge  atf 
Trevoi'ton,  he  being  followed  by  Pev.  Henry  Pelt, 
the  frst  resident  pastor.  Father  Pelt  built  a two- 
story  parochial  residence  in  1882.  In  1889  Pev. 
Francis  L.  Breckel  was  placed  over  this  charge, 
which  he  continued  to  serve  until  the  fall  of  1900, 
when  Father  George  Seubert  came  hither  from  St. 
Anthony's  cliurch  in -Lancaster.  Pa.  In  the  spring 
of  1901  the  present  church  site  was  purchased,  and 
preparations  made  to  build.  The  first  services  in 
the  new  structure  were  held  in  the  liasement 
Christmas  Day.  1901.  Father  Seuliert  continued 
in  charge  until  the  present  pastor,  Pev.  A.  H. 
Bleistein,  was  transferred  hither  in  dune,  1902. 
Many  changes  have  taken  ])lace  in  the  membership 
of  the  church,  which  decreased  for  a time  as  the 
suspension  of  the  coal  business  caused  many  fam- 
ilies to  move  from  the  vicinity.  The  congregation 
now  numbers  about  one  hundred  families,  prin- 
cipally German,  and  there  is  a flourishing  Sunday 
scliool. 
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JUIIX  T.  CTtOMPTOX,  of  Mount  Carmel,  lias 
been  identified  with  the  industrial  interests  of  that 
place  since  he  came  there  in  190G  to  take  charge 
of  the  hosiery  mills,  the  leading  manufacturing 
establishment  of  the  place.  For  three  years  before 
he  was  sent  to  Blount  Carmel  he  ivas  at  Shamokin 
in  the  employ  of  the  same  concern. 

Mr.  Crompton  is  a native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
born  in  1861.  His  father,  John  T.  Crompton,  was 
born  in  England,  whence  he  came  to  America  in 
ISIT  in  a sailing  vessel.  The  voyage  took  six 
months.  He  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
found  employment  with  a cousin  of  the  same  name 
in  the  manufactuie  of  paper  boxes,  continuing  to 
follow  this  work  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1873.  His  wife,  wliose  maiden  name  was  IMary 
Gould,  died  only  a few  months  before  him.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  naihely;  Georgi- 
ana,  who  died  young;  John  T. ; Georgiana,  who 
lives  in  Gloucester,  X.  J. ; and  Milliam,  of  Phil- 
adelphia. 

John  T.  Crompton  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  city.  He  began  work  early, 
in  a stocking  mill,  but  after  a short  period  of  em- 
ployment there  went  to  the  State  of  Delaware, 
where  he  was  engaged  at  farm  work  four  years.  In 
1881  he  located  in  Xew  Jersey,  where  he  also  fol- 
lowed farm  work,  and  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
for  fifteen  years  on  his  own  account  before  he 
■commenced  commercial  life.  He  embarked  in  the 
■commission  business  in  Philadelphia,  at  Xo.  305 
Front  street,  where  he  continued  for  three  years. 
He  has  since  been  employed  with  the  tV.  F.  Tauble 
(Inc.)  Hosiery  IMills.  His  first  work  for  this 
■concern  was  in  Xew  Jersey,  in  the  dye  house,  and 
in  1903  he  was  sent  to  Shamokin,  Pa.,  to  take  the 
position  of  assistant  superintendent.  On  Sept.  13, 
1906,  he  came  to  Mount  Carmel  to  take  charge  of 
the  mill  at  that  point,  where  two  hundred  and 
fifty  hands  are  steadily  employed.  The  mill  is  the 
leading  industrial  establishment  in  Mount  Carmel, 
and  as  such  occupies  an  important  place  in  de- 
termining the  local  welfare.  Mr.  Crompton,  in  his 
capacity  of  superintendent,  has  shown  himself  to 
be  a man  of  ability  and  resource,  and  possessed  of 
excellent  judgment,  and  he  is  a respected,  citizen 
ef  his  community. 

On  June  3,  1886,  iMr.  Cronrpton  married  IMary 
Lovell,  and  they  have  three  children,  John,  Ida  and 
George.  The  hmvily  reside  at  Xo.  305  West  Third 
street,  ifr.  Crompton  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  l\Ialta  commandery  at  Mount  Carmel,  and  while 
in  Xew  Jersey  he  joined  the  I.  0.  M.,  Jr.  0.  TJ.  A. 
M.  and  P.  0.“S.  of  A. 

HERBERT  J.  STAXXERT,  a leading  business 
man  of  the  borough  of  Xorthumberiand,  and  the 
only  lumber  merchant  at  that  point,  is  carrying  on 
the  business  established  by  his  father  and  occiipies 
nn  important  position  in  the  commercial  life  of 


his  section.  He  gives  employmcTii  to  a large  num- 
ber of  men,  having  a variety  of  interests  which 
keep  him  busy  and  attract  capital  to  the  town. 

The  Stannert  family  has  been  settled  in  Xorth- 
umbcrland  county  from  the  time  of  his  grandfa- 
ther, Jonathan  Stannert,  back  of  wiio.se  time  wo 
have  little  definite  record.  The  name  Stannert  is 
of  French  origin,  Imt  as  many  English  have  French 
names,  through  the  thousands  of  Xormans  who 
went  over  to  England  with  the  Conqueror,  it  can- 
not lie  stated  of  what  nationality  tlie  earlP  mem- 
bers of  the  family  in  America  were.  At  the  Revo- 
cation of  the  Edict  of  Xantes  over  one  hundred 
thousand  Huguenots  fled  to  England  and  hundreds 
of  their  sons  came  to  Pennsylvania  as  English. 
Again,  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  had  a whole  bri- 
gade of  Huguenots  with  his  army  at  the  battle 
of  the  Boyne  (1690)  in  Ireland,  most  of  whom 
stayed  in  Ireland  after  the  victory,  and  many  of 
them,  or  their  sons,  came  to  Pennsylvania  with  the 
Scotch-Irish.  For  this  information  we  are  indebt- 
ed to  the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  Stapleton,  who  thinks  these 
Stannerts  may  have  come  to  Pennsylvania  from 
Xew  Jersey^ — probably  the  second  or  third  gener- 
ation in  this  country,  there  being  many  such  fam- 
ilies in  Pennsylvania.  General  Stannert,  of  the 
C'ivil  war,  was  from  Xew  Jersey. 

Jonathan  Stannert,  great-grandfather  of  Her- 
bert J.  Stannert,  lived  at  Consholiocken,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  a successful  business  man.  a miller  and 
merchant,  and  also  had  a farm.  Fie  had  a number 
of  children,  who  settled  in  the  lower  counties  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  among  them  was  a son  Jon- 
athan, who  was  born  in  Consholiocken. 

Jonathan  Stannert.  son  of  Jonathan,  came  to 
Chillisquaque  township,  Xorthumberiand  county, 
in  1839  or  1830,  and  there  passed  the  rest  of  his 
active  years,  engaged  in  farming,  at  Sodom.  Orig- 
inally he  owned  a large  tract  of  land.  Some  years 
before  his  death  he  retired  to  Lewislmrg,  Pa.,  where 
he  died  and  is  buried.  In  religious  faith  he  was 
a Presbyterian.  His  wife.  Sarah  (Sedginger),  who 
hailed  from  Conshohocken,  died  two  years  liefore 
him.  The}'  were  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Samuel,  INfassey,  Dorothy.  William,  Har- 

riet. Hannah,  J ohn  II.,  and  two  who  died  young. 

John  II.  Stannert,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born 
June  10,  1833,  in  Chillisquaque  township,  and  at- 
tended the  eight-cornered  schoolhouse  still  stand- 
ing in  the  central  part  of  Chillisquaque  township. 
Entil  eighteen  he  was  employed  at  farm  work,  and 
then  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  he  entered  the  Hnion  service  during  the 
Civil  war.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  Company  D, 
150th  Regiment.  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  with 
which  he  served  one  year,  becoming  second  ser- 
geant of  his  company.  He  was  discharged  from 
Turncss  Lane  hospital  the  second  day  of  the  battle 
of  Gettysburg,  July  3,  1863,  hut  reentered  the 
service  and  was  superintendent  of  emumissary  un- 
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til  Leo's  siinendcr.  After  the  tear  he  was  engaged 
in  boating  grain  for  a time,  and  later  carried  on 
the  coal  Imsiness  at  Lewishurg,  Pa.,  in  1881  coming 
to  tlie  l)orough  of  Northumberland,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  lie  dredged  sand  from  the 
west,  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  for  twenty  years, 
until  his  retirement,  in  1905,  when  he  turned  the 
business  over  to  his  son,  who  has  since  continued 
the  original  line  and  added  other  branches,  now 
having  a large  estahlishment.  Mr.  Stannert  lias 
long  been  one  of  the  most  respected  residents  of 
Northumberland,  and  aside  from  business  has  be- 
come particularly  well  known  for  his  active  asso- 
ciation with  religious  work.  He  is  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  has  served  as 
class  leader,  exhorter  and  trustee,  and  has  endeav- 
ored to  lead  an  exemplary  Christian  life.  He  has 
been  one  of  the  pillars  of  his  church  for  many 
years. 

In  1854  Mr.  Stannert  married  Mary  Paul, 
daughter  of  Sampson  Paul,  of  Lewisburg,  and  they 
have  had  eleven  children  : Ella  (deceased),  Thom- 
as, MTlson  P.,  Lawrence,  IMary,  Clara,  Harry,  Wil- 
liam (deceased),  Herbert  J.,  a daughter  that  died 
in  infancy,  and  Nellie. 

Herbert  J.  Stannert  was  bom  Nov.  12,  1871, 
and  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Lewisburg,  later  attending  the  North- 
umberland high  school  and  Williamsport  Business 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1894. 
From  that  time  he  assisted  his  father,  who  was 
engaged  principally  in  the  sand  business,  succeed- 
ing him  in  1905.  IMr.  Stannert  not  only  deals  in 
lumber,  brick,  .slate  and  sand,  but  also  handles  all 
kinds  of  mill  work.  His  business  has  reached  large 
proportions,  forty  men  being  now  given  employ- 
ment in  the  conduct  of  its  various  branches,  Mr. 
Stannert  being  one  of  the  busiest  and  most  success- 
ful men  in  the  borough.  He  has  taken  contracts  of 
all  kinds,  having  put  up  a number  of  buildings, 
including  several  dwellings,  in  Northumberland, 
does  all  kinds  of  cement  work,  and  is  daily  in- 
creasing the  extent  and  importance  of  his  interests. 
He  came  to  entei'  the  lumber  business,  now  his 
principal  line,  through  contracting.  Mr.  Stan- 
nert has  given  his  influence  and  aid  to  the  pro- 
motion of  various  enterprises  of  importance  to  the 
general  welfare  of  his  locality.  His  standing  in 
the  conuuunity  has  been  gained  by  able  adminis- 
tration of' his  numerous  undertakings,  and  his  in- 
tegrity and  honorable  methods  are  recognized  by 
all  who  have  been  associated  with  him.  His  con- 
nection with  the  pul)lic  affairs  of  the  borough  has 
been  continuous  from  his  young  manhood,  he  hav- 
ing been  a meml)ei-  since  1895  of  the  borough  coun- 
cil, of  which  bixly  lu*  was  iqresident'for  .some  years. 
He  is  a leading  mcnd)er  of  the  Ilepublican  party  in 
his  section,  has  l)cen  Kepuhlican  borough  chair- 
man since  190*),  and  was  prominently  mentioned 
for  the  senatorship  cd'  his  di-^trict  until  he  himself 


discourag(M  the  movement  in  his  favor.  Frater- 
nally he  holds  membership  in  Eureka  Lodge,  No. 
404,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  Lodge  N<i.  19G,  I.  0.  0.  F., 
both  of  Northumberland  ; and  in  Chapter  No.  174,. 
11.  A.  M.,  of  Sunhury. 

On  Dec.  25,  1895,  Mr.  Stannert  married  Ida  U. 
Steffen,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  IMary  (Dangler) 
.Steffen,  of  Snyder  county,  Pa.,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Mary  Margaret. 

GEOPGE  M.  HOWELL,  general  merchant,  is 
a resident  of  the  borough  of  Northumberland, 
Northumberland  countv,  where  he  has  his  principal 
establishment.  He  began  the  business  in  partner- 
ship with  his  father,  Charles  JI.  Howell,  as  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  C.  M.  Howell  & Son,  and 
still  does  business  under  that  name. 

The  Howell  family  is  of  English  origin  and  has 
been  settled  in  America  from  early  Colonial  times, 
the  first  ancestor  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  hav- 
ing been  Edward  Howell,  who  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, baptized  July  22,  1580,  came  to  America 
about  1639-40  and  first  settled  at  Lynn,  Mass. 
Later  he  moved  to  Long  Island,  settling  at  South- 
ampton, where  he  died.  George  M.  HoM'eil  is  di- 
rectly descended  from  him. 

Charles  IMuirheid  Howell,  father  of  George  M. 
Howell,  was  born  July  17,  1851,  at  Van  Camp, 
Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  and  in  1889  settled  with  his 
family  at  Northumberland,  Pa.,  where  he  became 
one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  day.  He  was  a lead- 
ing business  man  of  that  place,  and  in  'nis  later 
years  took  his  son  George  i\L  Howell  into  partner- 
ship, under  the  firm  name  of  C.  M.  Howell  & Son. 
He  died  at  Northundjorland  July  4,  1907.  Mr. 
Howell  married  Frances  E.  IMcCollum,  who  sur- 
vives him  and  continues  to  make  her  home  at 
Northumberland,  and  to  them  were  born  children 
as  follows:  Maude,  wife  of  W.  L.  Gutelius,  of 
"Washington,  I).  C. ; Edna,  wife  of  Herbert  W. 
Cummings,  of  Sunhury,  Pa.,  ex-district  attoniey  of 
Norrhund)erland  county;  George  M. ; Charles  M., 
a graduate  of  Bucknell  University,  now  a civil 
engineer;  and  Edward  L.,  a student  at  Bucknell 
University. 

George  M.  Howell  was  lx)rn  Dec.  19,  1876,  at 
Eckley,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.,  and  began  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Fayette  county,  this  State, 
whither  his  parents  moved  in  1881.  He  also  at- 
tended Bucknell  U’niversity  and  State  College, 
meantime  moving  with  the  family  to  the  borough 
of  Northumberland.  His  school  days  over,  he  en- 
tered into  business  life  as  his  father's  partner, 
under  the  firm  name  C.  !M.  Howell  & Son.  .Since 
the  death  of  his  father  ho  has  continued  the  Imsi- 
ness under  the  same  name,  and  he  still  has  his 
tnain  office  at  Northumberland,  where  he  has  the 
leading  general  store  in  the  place.  He  conducts 
two  branch  stores,  one  at  Oneida.  .Schuylkill  Co., 
Pa.,  and  the  other  at  Fern  Glen  (Gowen  ix-)st  of- 
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fice)  , Luzerne  Co.,  I’a.,  all  under  his  personal  man- 
agement. Mr.  Howell  has  been  a highly  success- 
ful business  man.  applying  the  most  modern  meth- 
ods to  the  operation  of  liis  stores,  all  of  which  are 
run  on  a profitable  basis.  He  is  a well  known 
citizen  of  Xorthumbeiiand,  and  identified  with  the 
Jilasonic  fraternity,  holding  membership  in  Eureka 
Lodge,  Xo.  404,  E.  & A.  M. ; Bloomsburg  Lodge 
of  Perfection,  fourteenth  degree;  and  Bloomsburg 
Consistory,  thirty-second  degree.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Pin  Gamma  Delta  college  fraternity. 

On  March  15,  1902,  Mr.  Howell  married  Jennie 
L.  Eckert,  daughter  of  H.  T.  Eckert,  of  Sunbury, 
and  they  have  had  one  son,  George  M.,  Jr.,  born 
Aug.  4,  1904.  The  family  are  Presbyterians  in  re- 
ligious association. 

J.  IRVIX  STEEL,  Jr.,  of  Shamokin,  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Shamokin  Daily  Herald,  is  a news- 
paper 7nan  “by  inheritance,”  his  father  and  broth- 
ers having  all  been  successful  publishers.  His  fa- 
ther, J.  Irvin  Steel,  Sr.,  a native  of  Huntingdon, 
Pa.,  died  May  29,  1904,  at  Ashland,  Schuylkill 
■county,  where  he  resided  for  forty  years.  He  started 
the  Ashland  Advocate,  later  known  as  the  Ev- 
ening Telegram,  and  also  owned  the  Shamokin 
Dispatch.  His  wife,  ^lary  (Gwinn),  died  in  Ash- 
land twenty  years  ago.  They  had  sons  Charles  E. 
Steel,  of  Minersville,  Pa.,  cashier  of  the  Union 
Xational  Bank : AV.  A.  Steel,  newspaper  man  in 
.Seattle,  AAhish.,  and  Cordova,  Alaska;  J.  Irvin 
Steel,  of  the  Shamokin  Herald;  Stewart  Steel,  of 
Ashland,  printer;  and  Harry  G.  Steel,  of  Cordova, 
Alaska,  a newspaper  man. 

J.  Irvin  Steel,  Jr.,  was  born  in  18G5  at  Ashland, 
■Schuylkill  Co.,  I’a.,  where  he  was  educated.  Com- 
ing to  Shamokin  eighteen  years  ago,  he  was  asso- 
ciated during  the  first  year  of  his  residence  in  the 
horough  with  his  father,  who  owned  the  Daily  Dis- 
patch. One  year  later  he  joined  his  brothers,  Har- 
ry G.  and  Charles  E.  Steel,  as  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  Daily  Herald,  a newspaper  originally 
established  in  1862  and  published  continuously 
■since.  It  has  been  issued  daily  since  1888.  About 
eight  years  ago  ilr.  Steel  bought  out  his  brothers’ 
interests,  becoming  sole  proprietor,  and  still  con- 
tinues as  such.  Ilis  only  child,  AA'illiam  A.  Steel, 
is  city  editor  of  the  Herald,  The  business  is  lo- 
cated at  Xo.  112  Xorth  Rock  street,  and  a profit- 
able printing  bu-iness  has  been  established,  book, 
legal,  general  jol)  and  commercial  work  of  all 
kinds  being  turned  out.  On  Jan.  IT.  1911.  Mr. 
Steel  was  appointed  transcribing  clerk  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Senate.  He  is  a membor  of  Lodge  Xo. 
355,  B.  P.  0.  Elks.  Politically  he  is  a Republican, 
■and  is  considered  a high  authority  in  the  local 
political  field,  prominent  in  the  councils  of  his 
party  in  Xorthumbcrland  county. 

JAMES  B.  EXT,  a fa  rmer  of  Ralpho  township, 
Xorthumbcrland  county,  was  born  at  the  place 


ho  now  resides  Dec.  16,  1859,  and  has  followed 
general  farming  and  trucking  all  his  life.  He  was 
the  first  tax  collector  elected  in  his  township,  and 
has  the  reputation  of  being  a reliable,  intelligent 
man,  a valuable  citizen  of  the  district  in  which  he 
makes  his  home. 

Peter  Ent,  great-grandfather  of  James  B.  Ent, 
was  a native  of  Jersey,  born  Jan.  11,  1T49,  anel 
died  Feb.  28,  1829,  aged  eighty  3'ears,  one  month, 
seventeen  days.  He  served  as  a flag  bearer  in 
the  Revolutionary  war.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Kent), 
born  Feb.  11,  1755,  died  May  14,  1821,  aged  sixty- 
six  years,  three  months,  three  days.  Their  daugh- 
ter Susanna,  who  married  AA'illiam  Brewer,  was 
born  Alay  16,  1784,  and  died  Xov.  21,  1854,  aged 
seventy  }'ears,  six  months,  five  days. 

Charles  Ent,  grandfather  of  James  B.  Ent,  lived 
and  died  in  Columbia  countv,  Pa.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed farming,  owning  two  large  farms  there,  in 
Roaiing  Creek  Yallc}'.  He  was  born  June  25, 
1788,  and  died  Jan.  1,  1849.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Alears,  and  his  children,  all  now  deceased, 
were:  Peter,  John,  Jackson,  Daniel,  Charles, 

d'bomas,  George,  Samuel,  Sarah,  Angeline,  Caro- 
line and  Marv. 

Samuel  Ent,  son  of  Charles  Ent,  wa<  bom  Feb. 
13.  1813,  in  Columbia  count}-,  and  died  Xov.  9, 
1869.  In  his  earlier  manhood  lie  followed  cabinet- 
making and  the  undertaking  business  and  later 
engaged  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  many  of  the  old 
stmetures  around  Elysburg  having  been  Imilt  by 
him.  In  1865  he  erected  tlie  old  Elysimrg  Acad- 
emy building,  now  known  as  Odd  Fellows  Hall. 
He  was  a })rominent  member  of  tb.e  Democratic 
party,  and  served  as  commissioner  of  Xorthum- 
berland  county  in  1858-59-60-61.  A member  of 
tlie  I.  0.  0.  F.,  he  originally  belonged  to  Mount 
Tabor  Lodge,  at  Shamokin,  which  he  served  as 
nolJc  grand,  and  when  Elysburg  Lodge  Avas  or- 
ganized he  became  a charter  member.  In  various 
Avays  he  Avas  considered  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
his  district. 

On  March  30,  1836.  Mr.  Ent  married  Lucy 
Clayton,  daughter  of  AATlliam  Clavton.  She  was 
born  Doc.  17,  1814,  and  died  Dlarcli  31,  1883,  and 
she  and  her  husband  are  buried  at  St.  Jacob's 
’ (Reed's)  church  in  Ralpho  toAvnship.  They  had 
children  as  folloAvs : Elizabeth  married  Luther 

Hoover,  and  died  in  1869,  aged  fhirty-one  years ; 
Ellen  S.,  born  in  1840,  died,  in  1863:  AVilliam 
Clayton,  born  in  1843,  died  in  1869  (he  served 
during  the  Civil  Avar  in  Company  F.  104th  Regi- 
ment. Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Reserves)  ; Louisa 
married  Freeman  Haas;  Adeline  is  living  Avith  her 
brother  James  B. ; Charles  AA’..  iKArn  Feb.  19,  1850. 
died  Xov.  2,  1869  ; Gt-orge  B..  born  April  19,  1853, 
died  IMarch  7,  1873;  Dora  married  Simon  G.  Ease: 
James  is  residing  on  the  old  home  place. 

James  B.  Ent  attended  tlu'  local  public  schools 
and  Elysburg  .Veademy,  and  throughout  his  active 
life  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
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now  owns  liis  father's  fhrni,  a tract  of  seventy  acres 
near  Elysburg^  and  takes  his  produce  to  the  Shani- 
okin  markets,  wliere  he  finds  a ready  sale  for  fjis 
crops.  Mr.  EntT  has  prospered  hy  dint  of  perse- 
vering industry  and  devotion  to  his  work.  He  is 
a man  of  solid  wortli,  possessing  the  courage  of  his 
convictions,  and  votes  the  Prohihition  ticket,  and 
has  served  upon  the  local  election  hoard,  lie  was 
the  first  tax  collector  of  Ealpho  township.  In  re- 
ligion he  is  identified  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  be- 
ing one  of  its  active  members,  and  socially  he  be- 
longs to  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  P.  0.  S.  of  A. 

On  Nov.  '1.  1881,  Mr.  Ent  married  Ida  Grim, 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Elizabeth  (Gilbert)  Grim, 
of  Dauphin  county.  Pa.,  and  they  have  had  three 
children:  Bertha,  married  to  S.  Kimber  Fahr- 

inger  (they  reside  at  Tamaqua,  Pa.)  ; Harry,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Lucy. 

WEBSTEE  ITEEB  Y'ODEE,  shoe  merchant  at 
Mount  Carmel,  has  been  established  in  his  pres- 
ent line  of  business  in  that  borough  for  several 
years  and  has  made  a success  of  his  venture,  being 
one  of  the  most  progressive  young  business  men 
of  the  community,  one  whose  enterprise  and  per- 
severance deserve  the  reward  of  prosperity.  He 
is  a public-spirited  citizen,  ready  to  enter  into 
projects  affecting  the  general  welfare  as  well  as 
his  own  prosperity.  Mr.  Yoder  is  a native  of 
Schuylkill  county,  born  Dec.  24,  1877,  in  Eldred 
township,  son  of  Lewis  K.  YYder,  grandson  of 
Peter  and  great-grandson  of  Anthony  Yoder. 

The  first  of  the  Yoder  (sometimes  spelled  Yod- 
der  and  Y'otter  in  the  German)  name  in  America 
were  YYst  and  Hans  (or  Haiice),  brothers,  who 
sought  refuge  in  England  from  the  religious  per- 
secutions suffered  in  their  native  Switzerland. 
They  brought  little  with  them  to  America  besides 
their  Bible.  ETpon  their  arrival  in  the  New  World 
they  pushed  on  into  the  wilderness  l)eyond  Oley 
hills,  and  finally  settled  on  the  Manatawny.  YYst 
Yoder  was  one  of  the  most  active  of  the  early 
frontiersmen  of  Pennsylvania.  His  chief  occupa- 
tions were  hunting  and  trapping,  which  he  always 
combined  with  farming,  or  rather  with  the  ‘T-lear- 
ing  and  cultivation  of  a plantation."’  It  is.  cer- 
tain that  he  and  his  brother  were  located  in  Penn- 
sylvania l)efore  1711.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  Yost  YYder,  and  of  seven  of  these  the  record 
is  as  follows:  (T)  .Tohannes  Yoder,  often  called 
Yost,  was  born  in  1718.  After  1752  he  removed 
to  Eeading,  where  he  died  xVpril  7,  1812.  and  his 
remains  were  interred  on  his  father's  land  at  Yot- 
ters'villc  ( Yodersville) , named  after  liis  family, 
now  Pleasantville,  ii\  Oley  township,  Berks  county. 
The  following  inscri[)tion  marks’  his  grave:  “Tlier 
Ehuet  Johann-es  Yoder.  Erwurde  geboren  1718. 
AYrelichte  sich  mit  Catharina  Lyster  (Lesher) 
1747  und  zeughte  4 sohne  und  5 tochtern.  Starb 
den  7 til  April,  1812,  nach  seiner  66  yalir  in  der 


ehe  gelebt  hatte  war  alt  warden  94  yahr  und  11 
tag.”  In  1747 ' he  married  Catharine  Lyster 
(Lesher),  and  her  tombstone  records  “b.  1730,  d. 
1812,  having  lived  married  66  years  and  aged  82 
years.”  (2)  Jacob  Yoder  removed  to  the  western 
side  of  tlie  Schuylkill.  On  Nov.  6,  1757,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years,  he  enlisted  in  the  Provincial 
service  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a saddler  three 
years  in  Capt.  John  Nicholas  Weatherholt’s  com- 
pany. Ho  Avas  stationed  in  Heidelberg  township, 
Northampton  county,  in  March  and  April,  1758 
[Pa.  Arch.,  2d  Ser.,  Vol.  II].  He  served  in  the 
American  Eevolution  as  a private  in  Peter  Nagle’s 
company,  and  later  in  Capt.  Charles  Gobin’s  com- 
pany, 6th  Battalion,  Berks  county.  Pa.  Pie  Avas 
in  a detachment  of  the  6th  Battalion  to  guard 
prisoners  of  Avar  from  the  Hessian  camp  at  Bead- 
ing to  Philadelphia.  He  married  Maria  Keim, 
(3)  Samuel  Y’oder  settled  on  a ‘‘plantation”  near 
Lobachsville,  about  one  and  one  half  miles  from 
Pleasantville,  Avhich  he  received  from  his  father. 
He  had  children:  John,  Jacob,  Samuel  and  Cath- 
arine. (4)  Mary  Yoder  married  Daniel  Bertolet. 

(5)  Catharine  Y'oder  married  John  Eeppert. 

(6)  Elizabeth  YYder  Avas  the  Avife  of  Mathias- 
Ehode  and  they  had  children:  Jacob,  John,  Jos- 
eph, Abraham,  Catharine,  Maria  and  Esther.  (7) 
Esther  YYder  married  a man  named  Cunius. 

The  Avolves  in  Oley  wrought  great  injury  among" 
the  sheep  and  hogs  of  the  settlers.  It  was  custo- 
mary to  make  pitfalls  and  thus  trap  them.  Many 
stories  are  told  of  Yost  YYder’s  efforts  at  their 
extermination.  He  sometimes  disposed  of  fiA'c  in 
a.  single  night.  He  was  a man  of  remarkable 
strength  and  poAvers  of  endurance,  and  possessed 
famous  courage.  He  made,  customary  hunting 
tri]‘)S  every  fall  into  the  Blue  Mountains  with 
his  trusty  riile  and  faithful  dog.  On  his  trail  at 
different  stages  of  his  journeys  he  had  jjlaces  of 
deposit  for  supplies  in  hollow  trees. 

The  Yoder  Bible,  dated  1530,  was  printed  dur- 
ing the  lifetime  of  Martin  Luther.  It  was  held 
continuously  by  the  family  until  as  late  as  .I860, 
and  is  now  the  property  of  Mary  B.  Y'oder,  daugh- 
ter of  David,  son  of  Daniel.  It  is  well  preserved,'' 
though  unfortunately  the  lid  and  date  are  torn 
a\A'ay.  This  priceless  treasure  of  their  faith  from 
the  Fatherland  Avas  “as  a lamp  unto  their  feet” 
in  their  flight  to  America.  The  Y’oders  of  Berks 
extended  into  Ncav  York  and  the  AVest.  In  the 
list  of  representatives  in  the  Fiftieth  United  States 
Congress  Avas  S.  S.  Yoder,  of  Lima,  Ohio. 

Hans  (or  Hance)  Y'oder,  the  emigrant  brotlier 
of  Y'ost,  was  the  builder  and  oAvner  of  AA'hat  is 
now  knoAvn  as  Grieseraer’s  mills  (burned  in  1847, 
and  rebuilt  the  same  year).  This  property  in 
the  early  days  Avas  the  homestead  of  the  Yoders 
of  Oley.  Tlie  survey  of  the  plantation  under  pro- 
prietary warrant  to  Hance  Yoder  Avas  returned 
Marcli  25,  1711.  At  that  time  Oley  toAvnship  Avas 
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the  haunt  of  Indians,  and  of  wolves,  bear  and 
other  wild  game.  Tlic  wives  of  tlie  German  set- 
tlers also  bore  their  part  in  the  subjugation  of  the 
wilderness.  One  day  while  at  work,  extending 
their  clearing  in  the  forest,  they  having  shut  their 
children  in  the  cabin  as  a protection  from  the 
beasts  which  roamed  over  their  land,  they  ■'vei’e 
suddenly  aroused  by  the  report  of  a rifle  in  the 
direction  of  their  cabin.  As  it  was  not  unusual 
for  predatory  bands  of  bloodthirsty  Iroquois  from 
the  north  to  roam  over  the  country  they  hastened 
in  the  direction  of  the  shot  to  see  their  • cabin 
surrounded  by  a party  of  drunken  savages,  who 
having  been  refused  admittance  by  the  terrified 
children  within  retaliated  by  firing  through  the 
closed  door.  Mr.  Y'oder  at  oiice  made  an  attack 
with  a singletree,  and  soon  put  tliein  to  flight 
with  threats  of  revenge.  Eeturning  with  increased 
numbers  they  demanded  satisfaction,  but  Mr. 
YodeEs  coolness  won  him  friends  among  them  who 
forced  the  others  to  desist.  Hans  (Hance  ) YMder 
was  the  father  of  four  sons:  Hans  (3),  Samuel, 
Peter  and  Daniel.  The  last  named,  born  in  1718, 
died  Aug.  21,  17T0,  aged  thirty-one  years,  eight 
months,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Pleas- 
antville. 


Anthony  Y'oder,  great-grandfather  of  lYebster 
H.  Y’oder,  lived  in  the  Mahantango  Talley  in 
Schuvlkill . countv,  where  he  followed  farming. 
His  wife  was  Sarah  Howerter,  and  they  are  buried 
at  the  Howerter  church  in  that  valley.  They  had 
children  as  follows:  Polly  died  unmarried;  Eliza- 
beth married  George  Yfoyer:  Judith  married  Sam- 
uel Xeiswender;  Susan  married  Daniel  Metzel; 
Eva  married  Daniel  Stitzer : Kate  married  Henry 
Hoffman;  Sybilla  married  Jacob  Zimmerman; 
Sarah  married  Jonas  Coppenhafer;  Peter  is  men- 
tioned below ; Elarrison  and  Eeuben  died  ' in 
Schuylkill  county. 

Peter  Y'oder,  son  of  Anthony,  was  born  in  1827 
and  died  IMay  IG,  18G8,  in  Upper  TIahanoy  town- 
sliip,  Xorthumberland  count}".  He  lived  in  the 
Mahantango  Talley  for  many  years,  and  was  a 
stonemason  by  occupation.  He  married  Harriet 
Klock,  who  after  his  death  became  the  wife  of 
Sebastian  Zimmerman,  i\Ir.  and  ilrs.  Zinnnerman 
being  now  residents  of  Sunburv,  this  county.  To 
Peter  and  Harriet  (Klock)  Y’oder  were  born  these 
children:  Mary  E.  died  young;  Lewis  K.  is  men- 
tioned below  ; Emma  married  Joel  Hepler,  who  is 
deceased;  Julia  married  (first)  Benjamin  Fertig 
and  (second)  John  Singmeister  ; Christiana  mar- 
ried George  Bennett;  William  H.  died  young; 
Peter  is  living  at  Scranton,  Pennsylvania. 

Lewis  K.  Y'oder.  father  of  Webster  H.  YTder, 
was  born  Feb.  28,  1S5G,  in  Eidred  touTiship, 
Schuylkill  county,  near  the  Xorthumljerland  coun- 
ty line.  When  a young  7uan  he  learned  shoemak- 
ing, and  has  followed  that  trade  principally 


throughout  his  active  years,  except  for  a few  years 
when  he  worked  in  the  mines.  In  1881  he  made 
his  home  in  Mount  Carmel,  where  lie  has  since 
resided.  He  married  Sarah  Herb,  daughter  of 
William  and  Catharine  (Kehler)  Herb,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely ; Webster 
IE  is  mentioned  below  ; Elmer,  born  Oct.  7,  187fi, 
lives  in  Mount  Carmel;  Frank,  born  X'ov.  21, 
1881,  lives  in  Pottsville;  Alice,  born  Sept.  22, 
1888,  is  now  clerking  for  her  brother  Webster; 
Jennie,  twin  of  Alice,  is  engaged  as  a teacher  in 
Mount  Carmel;  Helen,  born  Jan.  12,  1897,  is  at- 
• tending  school. 

lYebster  Herb  Y^oder  was  a mere  boy  when  his 
parents  settled  in  Mount  Carmel,  so  that  he  has 
jiractically  been  a resident  of  that  place  all  his 
life.  He  attended  the  local  public  schools  and 
when  eleven  x ears  old  began  work  as  a slate  picker, 
working  as  such  for  two  years.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  Daniel  D.  Bolich,  witli  whom  he 
continued  for  ten  and  a half  years,  learning  the 
shoe  business  thoroughly.  For  a short  time  after- 
ward he  was  in  the  service  of  Gimbel  Brothers, 
at  Philadelphia,  on  Dec.  30,  1902,  embarking  in 
business  in  Mount  Carmel  on  his  own  account. 
He  has  been  at  the  same  location,  Xo.  22  South 
Oak  street,  ever  since,  and  has  built  up  a large 
business  as  a shoe  dealer,  making  a specialty  of 
the  Crossett  shoe  for  men,  the  LaFrance  for  ladies, 
and  the  Educator  shoe,  'Tor  the  whole  family.’’ 
Mr.  Yoder  keeps  up  with  the  times  in  the  changes 
, which  occur  in  his  line  of  business,  and  is  ever 
ready  to  adopt  new  styles  and  new  methods  which 
promise  satisfaction  to  his  customers,  who  by  long 
continued  patronage  show  their  appreciation  of  his 
eiforts.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Eetail  Merchants’ 
Protective  Association  of  IMount  Carmel,  and  holds 
the  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  of  all  classes  wlio 
have  had  dealings  of  any  kind  with  him. 

On  Oct.  6,  1906,  TIr.  Yoder  married  Isabella 
Anderson,  daughter  of  George  D.  Anderson.  He 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Clmrch  of  God,  of 
whiclt  he  is  a trustee,  and  he  has  been  county  sec- 
retary of  the  Xorthumberland  County  Sunday 
Scliool  Association  for  the  past  six  years.  Social Iv 
he  is  a member  of  Lodge  Xo.  630,  I.  0.  0.  F. 
(of  which  he  is  a past  grand),  of  Camp  Xo.  231. 
P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  and  of  the  IModern  Woodmen 
Cajup  Xo.  8207.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
Eepublican,  but  his  activity  does  not  go  beyond 
tlie  casting  of  Ids  ballot. 

HEXEY  WOLF,  a farmer  of  Jordan  town- 
ship, Xorthumberland  county,  has  passed  all  his 
life  there.  He  was  born  in  that  township  in  June, 
18.13,  son  of  Henry  Wolf,  and  belongs  to  a familv 
which  was  settled  there  in  1778,  when  Upper  IMa- 
hanoy  township  was  formed  from  Mahanov,  which 
formerly  included  all  the  territory  in  X’orthumbor- 
laiid  county  south  of  Line  ^Mountain. 
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Jonathan  Wolf,  the  first  of  this  line  of  whom 
we  have  record,  was  a taxal)le  of  this  district  at 
the  time  of  the  separation,  in  1778. 

Anthony  (Andorii)  Wolf,  son  of  Jonathan,  was 
born  Xov.  16,  1768,  and  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers in  Jackson  township,  living  where  Micliael 
later  resided.  This  homestead  farm  is  near  Peif- 
ers  Evangelical  meeting  house,  and  is  now  owned 
by  Isaac  AVolf,  son  of  Michael.  Anthony  Wolf 
died  March  •2h,  185:1,  and  is  buried  at  St.  Peter's 
Church,  IMahanoy. 

IMichael  IVoif  (nephew  of  Anthony)  was  born 
Dec.  9,  1801,  and  died  March  1,  1861.  He  was 
a farmer,  owning  the  property  which  now  belongs 
to  Ills  son  Isaac.  His  wife,  IMary  M.,  born  Feb. 
21,  1795,  died  Feb.  7,  1882.  They  are  buried  at 
St.  Peter's  Church,  Mahanoy.  Their  children 
were:  Isaac,  who  is  now  (1910)  one  of  the  oldest 
residents  of  Jackson  township;  Samuel,  born  Xov. 
18,  1830,  who  died  IMay  10,  1902  (his  wife  Sarah, 
born  July  6,  1811,  died  Jan.  20,  1885) ; Sophia; 
and  Catharine,  who  married  Jacob  Hepner. 

• George  Wolf,  son  of  Anthony,  was  born  in  the 
lower  end  of  Xorthumberland  county,  and  made 
his  home  in  Jordan  township,  where  Edward 
Schlegel  now  lives.  The  buildings  which  stood 
on  the  property  in  his  time  have,  however,  all 
been  destroyed.  He  was  a wool  hat  maker  by 
trade. ' He  died  from  the  effects  of  a cold  which 
he  contracted  after  having  a tooth  extracted.  To 
him  and  his  wife,  Esther  (DeTurck),  were  born 
the  following  children ; Catharine,  who  married 
Jacob  Merkel  and  lived  in  tlie  Mahantango  Val- 
ley; Hettie,  who  mari'ied  Daniel  Weaver  and  lived 
in  Juniata  county.  Pa.;  Jeremiah,  who  lived  in 
Lower  jlahanoy  township ; Henry ; and  George,  a 
farmer  of  Jordan  to'wnship,  whose  children  were 
Luzetta,  Alice,  Amos  D.  (lSGO-1892),  George, 
Xathaniel,  Henry,  Morris,  iMinerva,  Kate  and 
William.  ' Mrs.  Esther  (DeTurck)  Wolf  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Isaac  DeTurck,  a French 
Huguenot,  who  came  to  Xew  York  about  1709-10 
and  in  1712  became  the  first  settler  in  what  is 
now  Oley  township,  Berks  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Henry  Wolf,  son  of  George,  was  born  in  Jordan 
township  Oct.  21,  1823,  and  died  March  19,  1896. 
By  trade  he  was  a stonemason.  For  a number  of 
3'ears  he  lived  with  his  son  Henry  A.  His  wife, 
Bebecca  (Adam),  was  born  in  1826,  daughter  of 
John  xkdam  (whose  wife's  maiden  name  was 
Herb),  and  died  in  1907,  aged  eighty-one  years, 
six  months,  twenty-two  days.  They  are  buried  in 
lYban  at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  to  which  both  be- 
longed, Mr.  Wolf  being  a Lutheran  and  his  wife 
a Beformed  memljer  of  that  church.  He  served 
as  elder  for  a number  of  years.  Twelve  children 
were  born  to  this  couple:  Ilettie,  who  died  young; 
John  and  William,  twins,  the  former  of  whom  is 
associated  with  his  hrother  Henrv^  in  'farming, 
Henry  A.  having  a two-thirds  interc.=t.  John  a 


one-third  interest,  in  the  properties;  Henry  A.; 
Lvdiann;  Daniel,  who  lives  on  the  tract  belongini; 
to  his  brother  Henry  (he  married  Emma  Leffler 
and  has  two  sons,  Edwin  and  John);  Elias:  Be- 
becca  Mary  ; and  four  who  died  young. 

Henry  A.  Wolf  attended  the  pay  schools  con- 
ducted in  the  home  district  during  his  boyhood 
and  later  the  free  schools,  and  he  was  reared  to 
farm  life.  When  eighteen  }’ears  old  he  began 
farming  for  himself,  having’  had  unusual  training 
of  the  most  practical  kind.  He  was  only  eleven 
when  Tired  lyv  his  uncle,  Gabriel  Adams,  for  whom 
he  continued  to  work  until  he  was  eighteen.  He 
farmed  the  property  of  his  uncle  Gabriel  for  twelve 
years,  and  meantime  also  burned  and  hauled  lime. 
In  the  spring  of  1881  he  came  to  his  present  place, 
a farm  of  136  acres  in  Stone  Valley,  in  Jordan 
township,'  formerly  known  as  the  Isaac  Wentzel 
farm,  and  there  he  has  since  lived  and  worked, 
following  general  farming  with  steady  success. 
He  has  prospered,  and  acquired  other  property, 
owning  a tract  of  thirty  acres,  also  in  Jordan 
township,  which  was  formerly  the  farm  of  Henry 
Witmer,  and  a third  piece,  of  forty  acres,  whioli 
was  the  John  Wentzel  home.  All  of  his  tracts 
are  limestone  soil  and  very  productive  under  his 
management,  which  is  thoroughly  up  to  date.  iMr. 
Wolf  is  a hard  worker  and  deserves  the  success 
which  has  attended  his  efforts,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  most  esteemed  citizens  of  his  locality.  He 
has  served  as  supervisor,  and  is  at  present  one 
of  the  auditors  of  his  township.  He  has  also 
Ijeen  an  active  member  of  the  Beformed  congre- 
gation at  St.  Paul's  Church,  Uihan,  to  wiiich  his 
family  also  belong.  Mr.  Wolf  is  now  serving  as 
elder  of  the  church,  and  is  also  one  of  the  trustees. 
Though  he  has  never  had  any  instmetion  in  music 
he  plays  very  well,  and  for  twenty-three  years  he 
served  as  organist  of  his  church,  his  daughter  Mrs. 
Baum  succeeding  him.  In  politics,  like  all  of  his 
family,  IMr.  Wolf  is  a Bepublican. 

In  1881  Mr.  Wolf  married  Emma  Dubbendorf, 
daughter  of  William  and  Julianna  ( Wiest)  Dub- 
hendorf,  and  they  have  had  five  children,  one  of 
whom -is  deceased.  The  survivors  are:  Marv  F., 
wife  of  Edwin  Baum,  who  has  one  child,  Charles 
Edward : William  Oscar,  who  married  Beulah 
Brosus  May  30,  1909,  ami  has  one  child,  i\Ielvin 
Stanley;  Harvey  E.,  who  married  May  Schlegel 
Jan.  1,  1910,  and  has  one  child,  hievin  Lee;  and 
Xora  S. 

JOHX  P.  CABPEXTEB,  present  solicitor  for 
the  municipality  of  Sunbury,  and  formerly  just- 
ice of  the  peace  of  that  borough,  is  an  attorney 
who  has  risen  steadily  in  his  profession  since  he 
commenced  practice,  in  1893.  He  has  been  a hard 
worker,  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  du- 
ties and  successful  in  the  conduct  of  his  private 
cases.  Ml'.  Carpenter  is  a native  of  Snyder  conn- 
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ty,  Pa.,  born  Oct.  18,  1867,  at  Beavertown,  son 
of  Alvin  M.  Carpenter  and  grandson  of  Giles 
Carpenter. 

Giles  Carpenter ‘was  a native  of  Germany  and 
was  one  of  three  brotlii?rs  wlio  emigrated  to  .Amer- 
ica. He  was  a Avheelwriglit  and  miller  by  occu- 
pation, and  for  a number  of  years  condircted  a 
mill  at  E])hrata,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  rvliere  be 
reared  his  family.  He  married  Jane  E.  i\IcCl in- 
tick, who  was  Ijorn  and  brought  up  in  iMithin 
county.  Pa.,  and  they  became  tlie  parents  of  thir- 
teen children,  only  four  of  whom  survive,  namely : 
Amanda  (deceased),  iMartha  (deceased),  Margaret 
(tvife  of  Philip  Lash;  they  live  in  Michigan), 
James  (deceased),  Belinda  (wife  of  Amos  E. 
Sellers  and  living  in  Lancaster,  Pa.),  Hiram  (who 
died  young),  Sylvester  (deceased),  Arabella  (de- 
ceased), Cincanna  (avIio  died  young),  Louisa 
(who  died  young),  Alvin  M.,  Samuel  L.  (of  Lan- 
caster, Pa.),  and  one  that  died  young.  Two  of 
the  children  died  of  scarlet  fever  while  the  fam- 
ily lived  at  Ephrata. 

Alvin  M.  Carpenter,  son  of ' Giles,  Avas  born 
Aug.  21,  1841,  in  Lancaster  count}'.  Pa.,  and  Avas 
reared  jtrincipally  on  the  farm.  When  si.xteen 
years  old  he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of 
cabinetmaker,  Avhich  he  continued  to  folloAV  for 
fifteen  years,  meantime  locating  in  Adamsburg, 
Snyder  coimty.  He  then  began  farming  in  that 
county,  being  thus  engaged  in  Beaver  toAvnship 
for  a period  of  thirty  years,  and  in  connection 
Avith  agricultural  Avork  he  folloAvs  huckstering, 
buying  and  selling  produce,  in  Avhich  line  he  has 
established  a profitable  trade.  Occasionally  he 
does  carpenter  Avork  and  painting,  being  an  ex- 
cellent mechanic  and  an  all-around  thrifty  man. 
For  eighteen  years  IMr.  Carpenter  taught  singing 
classes,  and  in  that  connection  is  widely  knoAvn 
to  young  and  old  in  his  locality. 

On  July  29,  1866,  IMr.  Carpenter  married  Ellen 
Feese,  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Eliza  (Middle- 
werth)  Feese,  of  Beavertown,  Pa.,  and  they  have 
had  a family  of  eight  children:  John  P.  is  men- 
tioned fully  beloAv;  Gertie  May  is  deceased: 
Charles  E.  lives  in  West  Virginia ; Rev.  Sanford 
is  a Avell  knoAvn  minister  of  the  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran denomination,  at  present  located  at  Carthage, 
111. ; Elsie  married  George  C.  Walker,  and  they 
are  fanning  people  at  Beac^ertoAvn ; Harry  IM.  is 
deceased;  Ira  J.,  of  Sunbury.  is  engaged  in  rail- 
roading; Bessie  E.  is  the  Avife  of  Roy  E.  Eisen- 
hour,  of  Sunbury.  Mr.  Carpenter  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church, 
in  Avdiich  he  has  long  been  a prominent  Avorkc-r, 
having  served  as  elder  and  trustee,  and  for  a nAim- 
ber  of  years  as  superintendent  of  the  SAinday 
school.. 

John  P.  Carpenter  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools,  later  attending  the 


State  normal  school  at  Bloomsburg  and  Susque- 
hanna University,  at  Selinsgrove,  from  which  lat- 
ter institution  he  was  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1891.  During  the  next  tAvo  years  he  taught  school 
in  Rockefeller  toAvnship,  Northumberland  county, 
meaiiAAdule  reading  laAv  in  the  office  of  C.  B.  Wh- 
iner. In  fact,  he  gained  most  of  his  advanced 
education  Avhile  supporting  himself  by  teaching, 
having  taught  a number  of  terms  before  his  grad- 
uation from  the  university,  two  in  LoAv^er  IMaha- 
noy  toAvnship,  this  county.  In  1893  he  was  admit- 
ted to  practice  before  the  Northumberland  county 
bar,  and  he  is  now  qualiiied  to  practice  before  the 
Supreme  court  (to  Avhich  he  was  admitted  in 
1898),  the  Superior  court  (since  1909)  and  the 
Superior  and  Circuit  courts  of  the  United  States. 
His  public  honors  came  to  him  unusually  early 
in  his  practice.  In  1899  he.  became  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  borough  of  Sunbury,  continuing  to 
hold  that  office  for  tAA’o  successive  terms,  until 
1909,  and  he  is  the  present  solicitor  for  the  lx>r- 
ough  of  Sunbury,  having  held  that  position  since 
1907  ; in  March,  1911,  he  Avas  reelected  to  succeed 
himself  for  another  term  of  three  years.  In  that 
capacity  he  defended  the  borough  in  the  case  of 
Cake  versus  the  borough  of  Sunbury,  in  which  a 
new  principle  of  law  Avas  involved,  and  had  the 
case  decided  in  fav’or  of  the  borough.  His  pro- 
fessional work  is  above  reproach,  and  his  patron- 
age comes  from  a substantial  class  of  clients,  aaFosc 
confidence  is  a gratifying  recognition  of  ability. 

From  young  manhofjd  IMr.  Carpenter  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  Republican  party,  in 
Avhose  councils  he  is  quite  influential.  He  was  a 
delegate  to  the  district  convention  that  nomin- 
ated Dr.  E.  W.  Samuel,  of  Mount  Carmel,  for 
Congress. 

In  1894  Mr.  Carpenter  married  Hannah  Min- 
erva M'itmer,  daughter  of  Isaac  L.  Witmer,  of 
LoAver  IMahanoy  township,  and  they  have  tAvo  chil- 
dren, Anna  Ellen  and  Alvin  Witmei*.  The  family 
are  active  in  church  work  in  affiliation  Avitli  Zion's 
Lutheran  Church,  in  Avhich  IMr.  CarjAenter  holds 
membership ; he  has  been  a member  of  the  church 
choir  since  1891.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of 
Lodge  No.  167,  B.  P.  0.  Elks,  of  Sunbury,  and 
of  Col.  .Tames  Cameron  Camp,  Sons  of  Veterans, 
also  of  Sunbruy. 

DAVID  .T.  JONES,  who  is  engaged  in  business 
at  Shamokin,  Northumberland  county,  as  a coal 
dealer  and  contractor,  has  lived  in  the  borough 
from  boyhood  and  has  made  his  oAvn  way  to.  a sub- 
stantial and  respected  position  in  the  community. 
He  is  one  of  the  foremost  contractors  of  this  sec- 
tion, Avhere  much  of  his  Avork  is  in  eviderfee. 

Mr.  Jones  Avas  born  Jan.  25,  1871,  in  l)anville. 
Montour  Co..  Pa.,  and  is  of  Welsh  descent,  his 
grandfather,  a native  of  Wales,  having  brought  his 


I V 


-oui>iij(g'i}nii  4#  luQ<{'’>«  isfunwi  *st)^i>&  ,8£  4'jO  infoiJ 

4«i  itohW  wot?(  iSW^  bna  loJjjoqugOt  mvZA  lo 

t«»  Mitte-a/fl  jti.''lwtaHibflt^  «*>v  s«i.ap^^  jw'‘  ^ ® 

I«xwtej»  .t/fg4fKi  fwt  ^skTiei  otii  ixiwj.  wli  ,iC8i  fio«-  <M'j)i»iWi'r<»D  Jo-6^niirt  u i«fiW  - 

.7U^l'0«  ,(j[tjlfiitwtK>  'wIfeiwIooH  iii> , tft?(i{i<nd  asidiirt  »irp  «j»w; 

-iiV  Ji.'.^y  '(n  jjirf}  jii  inp.l  gxtibfi^rt  >|irjh'ra/BJim  '>4-i<Kri  Iw^a  n »ttv  aH  .#w' 

l>^i:4Uv’9'Tj«  sill  W Jaojff  Iwaies  od  ' -A'im.  :'»  it^:,  •y’’'”' 


,^jfuJ'>/vi>t  vd  yasfififf  ■stir/tioqifw* 

-bfvi’i  «iil  «aolt)d  RfoiM  iiR  loclaTi/n  £ id-^ntd  {^ahiul 
-OThilt  rrj  .vT  ni  o«i  ^ylxawiiLM  xioilwr 

«ilL’jl;a  an-.v  &d  nl  s|/fi  "fou 

'ij<\.iv-)  f.iiieh‘iJjuitrll'if'%  nilt  ,'mlfx!  (iallna’rrt  ot  ho5 
y.ll  yr(ij'-(J  t)ol)orrxq  oi  i^on  sx  ad  ha^  ,-ied 

ai  |p>JJiinI)Ji  Sh^!  <5<f  tb'uhf  oi)  tiu&i  oxffsiqxi?, 
'^lif  \n\ti  (600X  s»iti&)  %oiTa<jt»8,  »4i  ,(-B^l 

JMialT  $f!'t  wi^sjco  ii'wyxiCli' 
vlljjfjviijaj;  mid  «vi -owxfi'j  siamoxi  'jilduq  *‘111 

9ilX  ito  yoiJarit  9r»is»£«l>^l  Xjl  ,9‘jUiM’uf  *ird  lit 


^ aibaU  iboXtt>¥n  »II 

at' :]q«  lilgfioid  foxiii  xnod  htirtf  wfw  (Jpit 
ojh  ifiamntd  r^di  I>afl 
nsiiil'ff  lo  ixxql  vjito  ,U  3ni){iib  aa^Ji 

w ^vil  *(>rU  liMti  qilifld -3«  tiliwj 
.d_‘  liV,*  «4)oibff 

bm  ?i?j6 

flSirtUOV' 
AfiaxMi<ii') 


i Ihib  ofirr)  aojum 


0)  mihjnhnoo  ,7wdiM?,  io,  u'^imsod  atli  nd'  '*o»aq’  ^JX,iU7lA.«<^ld»»TC 

iiiun  <>7idfi9r^/i  w)  foiml  Iki^- 


■jof.i  ^jih  lol  £**{>  al;  <»d  &an 

03«ih  noiJkoq  iAifj  fibii  ;rmimS  Xo  i{r«a 

imooas  ot  B£7f  od  ,,drii»K  xii  :XDM5X 

j&fli 
lo 

,fi 

srii  bfld  ,ba7lo7tti  ^»vf  wsl  So  ai(|iim’xq  vxk 
-orq  ar 
~aa‘ap.q 


' : ' ■ ^SrUj’/lr 

oxM,  *talit9*ipt*ty  .JJC  xuVLs*^ 
'^Ouoa  irdsn-.WiUxiii  , t« 

jti.aX  ■ YlIjsqiaijrMi  W 

fsnxwf  oX  59?(Bat«i<>3  x>d  (do 
•ui>!i:  7ro^p,<)&j  fc9m!ij«<o 

/iOffOr) 


^aiaa'Xi 


?xH  vHsJxoToil  usj'V.olE  ax  i^X'uaix  ifi  ,., 

>.q  suf  f»aA  .litvsa-iq^y;  ai  iwvx  .Iftttor^.  9&'fr>'4 

otiofirr  ,8i<j&Ho  Jx>  iufob'l«'iJ*nAit?U«*  fi  ta<si)  m ..wM)  ■V*^':' 

iriWAa  'iQ  iviHi^yy<in,  ^iib0imx  u;«x  ban  So-  fx>ii3i^Hl- 

js-jr!  bfixf  •r««ln?wi7&'.>  /(JX  lar.mf/JBiit  ^ayo'x'iHoi'5  , xWiw 


tot' 


m .rhoq  £R&i;ld«q-)5I  wl^’'  lo  ndmom  gvibo’  «»  ^Axf  ydj;a|^'4fex<X^ 

•*  SfiW':oH  ■■  4?JKomioo'*oii(aj5^'  _.  .ohwflf  ofdafiV^ti  anJ&i' 

-njriKWf, ' ’ “ '“  ‘ ■ 


t«ih  O'oilaf>7/H?o  bii'leili.v  !wii'  6t  ■ 


7«'l  ,{<*jtrxR''>  humM  'lo  ..bm,iTx;i^  ,7/  »2f  .ill  i»o)i 

KuU  JfeofiaJl  t'alf'iAo?  dt6Si  al 

f(  ,-nasiVf{  aI  ■ V 

• hf!'-*  i>>#j  »7iuf  -rndJ  ..ijfstlHit^ol  vofifliljiU  'Jis'iibiti 
rlhua'i  *^/(T  /r9iair-*'X  t)^4A  Ime  Rj/ilxf  6^^  ,/X'jtjb 
s'fKifS  Ais'/r  aoi  n-.H'iJ^ii  fii  'A’lm^  ibiiub-at  dtitofi  i'VU* 
ildoxi  '1£)'}iih([’Ki7  .tlvL  dawbr  ai  vdoxaifiX  .xfgtoxiia J 
dam/iy  adl  to  x>  ayod  fcaii 

to  vydmofH  a !^^  ‘fd  ylbrnoIfn'iC  'fxnxw 

yrioditrxr^  to  .0  /I  .?!  *o7;  •3ji|{>o»i 

to.  a«iK£  .qoxtO  aionuitt  Jed)  to 


xr>v-o 


SM  :^Kl(|oi?<|,  fWOiiqi&O  ,«$<^ 

'*■  mfms4(fx  im  Wft  oiJXiwIjOfft  taafteS'  ^ 
nt  TroJafXpoD:  .tK  «ltt$’sr  1o"^>  ^ 

7/^  0i>bj)9aodo  4«H)  m bm  ' 

. .yiiJrjoi  aiel  m 

'■Mitn. 

qixAt.jiffatiiiliilsi  yUnwt  a !md^ 

. . , ; niaipiT  J^sT^  «i’  ss/it  "'S  ‘•^^Jtbi0' 

7ojgiaWfr  cii/oaA  Ib'V  fi  K’ 
JCwiftool  iim^.  la'.Hoijatiimocafc  ttatif 


rXB>l|2 

»'vW 

ii|»P 


Rgaaistt^d  ai  * .5i.  ^ ^ 

Iftoa  fi  ha  .ytow-j  IvRxdTiMiaixjcil'KjX  .aiiomBtl!!!  Ja  -n'5«^  otl?/' o<ii  ,’^xiib^?^ 

djitfenoef  axit  ni  iw^il  ffiul  fiidB  to  ^ 

-i(t;s  fi  d %&•«  aipo  «id  RtadeBiJx^r^.,.; 

.yiimwixMoo -0#  m aAksboq  :■*  orf’  ■' 

-■iwt  axfi*  Io  eiobsilcm,  ^ aoiryms  gnirarf:;-' 

b'JBu>idt9  fli.ai  iiow'  ai'il  tv  ; 

,ofli7a4(I  iii  ,IT8t  ,C^:  dttx*lr  :■'  ' .Joofia*  , 

nisi:  4«o-.vpol>'  ni 

•id  iji^oirf  'gnivM  ‘fll  aoiHi^A 


'A._  ' 


S. 

■A  ... 


l7*'f 


570 


NORTHUMBEELAyD  COUATY,  PEYNSYLTAXIA 


family  to  America  and  settled  near  Danville.  He 
was  employed  in  the  ore  mines,  and  died  at  Dan- 
ville, where  he  is  bnried. 

John  T.  Jones,  father  of  David  J.  Jones,  was 
bom  in  Wales  in  1833  and  was  fourteen  years  old 
when  he  came  with  his  father  to  this  country.  lie 
learned  shoemaking,  and  in  time  became  a shoe 
merchant  at  Danville,  where  he  was  a leading  busi- 
ness man  for  a number  of  years.  At  the  time  of 
the  construction  of  the  lieading  railroad  he  made 
the  shoes  'for  the  men  employed  in  that  work.  He 
(lied  at  Danville  ]\Iarch  '28,  1874,  at  the  compar-_ 
atively  early  age  of  forty-one  years.  iMr.  Jones 
married  Elizabeth  J.  Williams,  daughter  of  Thom- 
as R.  Williams,  and  she  diecl  Feb.  4,  1886,  the 
mother  of  nine  children,  viz. : The  first  three 

died  young;  Sarah  is  deceased;  Margaret  married 
(first)  William  Humphrey  and  (second)  Hugh 
Wier;  May  married  (first)  Harry  Young  and  (sec- 
ond) H.  P.  Ridel:  David  J.  is  mentioned  below: 
Efizabeth  is  the  wife  of  John  Tasker,  of  Shamokin, 
Pa.;  John  is  deceased. 

■ David  J.  Jones  was  eight  years  old  when  he  came 
to  Shamokin,  and  when  he  was  nine  he  commenced' 
work  as  a slate  picker  at  the  Sterling  colliery. 
Later  he  was  employed  by  Cruikshank  & Ernes  for 
a time  and  after  that  by  Thomas  Baumgardner  at 
the  Enterprise  collier}’,  as  door  tender,  remaining 
at  the' latter  works  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty  years.  He  then  spent  a year  at  the  Camer- 
on colliery.  In  September,  1893,  he  turned  to 
teaming,  on  his  own  account,  and  soon  was  inter- 
ested in  contracting,  which  he  has  since  followed, 
having  now  one  of  the  most  extensive  contracting 
businesses  in  Shamokin.  His  combination  of  in- 
terests has  proved  very  profitable,  the  various 
branches  of  work  he  carries  on  giving  constant 
employment  to  his  men  and  teams.  His  interests 
now  include,  besides  coal  dealing  and  contracting, 
moving  (for  which  he  has  a large  dray)  and  ex- 
cavation work  of  all  kinds.  He  did  the  excavation 
work  for  the  building  of  the  new  Dime  Trust  & 
Safe  Deposit  Company.  His  business  is  located 
at  Xo.  13'3  East  Arch  street.  The  fact  that  he 
constructed  five  and  a quarter  miles  of  the  State 
road  from  Shamokin  to  Paxinos  gives  some  idea 
of  the  magnitude  of  his  undertakings.  He  has  the 
confidence  of  a wide  circle  of  patrons  and  is  con- 
sidered a reliable  and  intelligent  citizen,  being  well 
known  among  the  solid  business  men  of  the  bor- 
ough. ilany  dwellings  there  are  of  his  construc- 
tion. 

On  Dec.  26,  1892,  Mr.  Jones  married  Bessie 
Maude  Reiser,  daughter  of  Reuhen  Reiser,  and 
they  have  had  the  following  children;  David  (de- 
ceased), vSarah.  George,  IMay,  Maude,  Paul,  John 
(deceased)  and  Fred.  The  family  home  is  at  Xo. 
132  East  Arch  street.  iVlr.  Jones  is  a prominent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  ha-s 
been  an  enthusiastic  worker,  having  served  four- 


teen years  as  deacon,  the  same  length  of  time  a,s 
trustee,  sixteen  v'ears  as  leader  of  the  choir,  and 
nineteen  years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics  and  socially 
a member  of  Garfield  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F. 


Henry  Reiser,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  David 
J.  Jones,  was  of  German  origin  and  was  born 
June  25,  1784.  He  moved  from  Berks  county. 
Pa.,  to  LTnion  county,  and  thence  to  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  finally  settling  in  the  Irish  AMlley, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming  to  the  end  of  his  days. 
He  died  Xov.  13,  1864,  and  his  wife,  who  was  born 
Aug.  5,  1781,  died  Oct.  11,  1852. 

Henry  Reiser,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  in  1811 
and  passed  all  Iris  life  in  Xorthumberland  county, 
dying  in  1873.  He  settled  in  Shamokin,  where  he 
carried  on' a general  mercantile  business.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Evangelical  Clmrch.  He  and 
his  wife,  Catherine  (Reaker),  had  a family  of  six 
children. 

Reuben  Reiser,  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Reaker)  Reiser,  was  horn  in  Shamokin  May  15, 
1852,  and  is  now  living  there  in  retirement.  He 
was  long  emplov'ed  as  a clerk  in  his  brother's  store, 
following  this  work  about  twenty-eight  years.  He 
married  Sarah  Hornberger,  daughter  of  John 
Hornberger,  of  Alinersville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa., 
and  a family  of  ten  children  was  born  to  this  un- 
ion, namely:  Harry,  Bessie  Maude  (Mrs.  Jones), 
John,  Reuben,  G.  Bert,  Helen,  Hazel,  AAunfield, 
Jacob  and  Frank. 

JOHX  PHILLIPS,  a prosperous  farmer  of  the 
Plum  Creek  district  in  Rockefeller  township,  was 
l>orn  June  26,  1868,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  township, 
Xorthumberland  county,  son  of  Jacob  Phillips. 

This  Phillips  family  is  of  old  Berks  county 
(Pa.)  stock,  the  progenitors  of  the  line  in  this 
country  having  settled  in  that  part  of  Bern  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  now  embraced  in  Center  town- 
ship, that  county.  From  this  locality  came  sev- 
eral of  the  name  to  Xorthumberland  county,  set- 
tling in  Alahanoy  township.  Mr.  John  Phillips 
traces  his  descent  from  tire  early  Berks  count}’  set- 
tlers through  two  lines,  his  father's  mother,  Su- 
sanna (Phillips),  having  been  a daughter  of  Georg 
Phillips,  the  first  of  his  line  to  come  to  this  coun- 
tvA  He  was  born  in  Berks  county  Alarch  24.  1774, 
and  died  April  8,  1852.  His  wife.  Sarah  (Fuciis), 
died  Sept.  25,  1836,  aged  sixty-one  years,  three 
months,  twent}'-six  days.  They  are  buried  at  Zi- 
on’s (Stone  A^alley)  Cliurclt  in  what  is  no'w'  Low- 
er Mahanoy  township.  Their  children  were:  John  : 
Heinrich  (born  Jan.  9,  1803,  died  Oct.  23,  1853)  ; 
Alaricha,  who  married  Peter  Brosius ; Elizabeth, 
who  married  Peter  Catharine  (born  April 

9,  1805,  died  Sept.  30,  1SS9),  who  married  Mich- 
ael IVitmer  (born  Alarch  29.  1804,  died  Jan.  28, 
1812);  Sallv,  who  married  Heinrich  Fox;  Chris- 
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tine,  who  died  munarried;  and  Susanna,  who  mar- 
ried Jacob  Phillips. 

Solomon  Phillips,  the  progenitor  of  the  family 
in  America,  came  'to  this  country  in  the  ship 
“Phoenix,”  Capt.  John  Mason,  which  arrived  at 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Aug.  28,  1750,  he  l>eing  the  only 
Phillips  among  the  330  passengers.  He  settled  in 
Bern  (now  Center)  township,  where  many  of  the 
name  now  reside,  and  lived  to  advanced  }'ears,  as 
did  his  son  Michael.  He  reared  a large  family, 
two  of  his  sous  being  Michael  and  Heinrich,  3Hch- 
ael’s  son,  John  II.,  attained  the  age  of  105  years, 
and  the  latter's  son  Jacob  lived  to  be  ninety-two 
3’ears  old. 

Heinrich  Phillips  resided  near  Belleman's 
Church,  where  he  and  his  wife  Esther  (Mogel)  lie 
buried.  They  reared  children  as  follows : Peter, 

Jacob,  John,  Samuel,  -John  Adam  and  several 
d^ighters. 

Jacob  Phillips,  father  of  Jacob  Phillips  and 
grandfather  of  John  Phillips,  was  born  in  Berks 
county,  and  came  to  Xorthumberland  county  when 
eighteen  years  old.  He  settled  in  Lower  Mahanoy 
township,  where  he  found  work  among  farmers, 
one  of  whom  was  Georg  Phillips,  whose  daughter 
Susanna  he  afterward  married.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  commenced  farming  on  his  own  account  in 
Lower  Mahanoy,  where  he  remained  a number  of 
years,  moving  thence  to  a farm  he  purchased  in 
Jordan  township,  the  property  now  owned  by  his 
son  Elias.  He  cultivated  this  place  for  several 
years,  later  purchasing  the  George  Phillips  farm 
in  Lower  Mahanoy,  to  which  he  moved,  making  his 
home  thereon  until  his  death,  Avhich  occurred  there 
April  20,  1862,  Avhen  he  was  fifty-four  years,  ten 
months,  four  da}'s  old.  So  well  had  he  prospered 
by  steady  industry  that  at  the  time  of  his  death 
he  owned  the  two  farms  mentioned  and  one  in 
Snyder  county,  and  had  several  thousand  dollars 
in  money.  He  and  his  wife  Susanna,  who  died 
Aug.  16,  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  eight 
months,  twelve  days,  are  buried  at  the  Zion’s 
(Stone  Valley)  Church.  They  were  the  parents 
of  fourteen  children,  seven  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters, A’iz. : Isaac,  Elias,  Benjamin,  John,  lYilliara, 
George,  Jacob,  Sarah  (who  died  ^lay  15,  1895, 
aged  fifty-eight  years,  nine  months,  six  days,  mar- 
ried William  Schaffer,  who  died  May  6,  1895,  aged 
fifty-nine  years,  one  month,  Lventy-four  days), 
Ann  (married  Samuel  Spotts),  Catharine  (mar- 
ried Isaac  Spotts,  brother  of  Samuel,  who  married 
her  sister),  ^lalinda  (married  Isaac  Trego),  Su- 
sanna (married  Emanuel  Bover),  Lizzie  (married 
Frank  Dreibelbis)  and  Emma  J.  (died  young). 

Jacob  Phillips,  son  of  Jacob.  Avas  born  in  Lower 
ilahanoy  township  and  there  has  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  In  about  1871-75  he  lived  at  Pich- 
field,  on  the  border  of  Snyder  county,  returning 
to  his  native  toAvnsb.ip,  where  he  farmed  through- 
out his  active  years.  He  still  owns  a farm  in  that 


toAvn.ship  Avhich  he  has  rented  to  his  son  IMonroe. 
In  1908  he  retired  from  hard  Avork  and  has  since 
made  his  home  at  Hickory  Corners,  in  LoA\Tr  i\Ia- 
hanoy  toAvnship.  Mr.  Phillips  has  served  as  over- 
seer of  the  poor  and  as  supervisor.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  and  a Lutheran  in  religion,  he 
and  his  family  belonging  to  the  Lutheran  congre- 
gation of  Zion’s  Church,  at  Stone  Valley,  Avhich  he 
has  serA’ed  as  member  of  the  church  council.  He 
married  Hettie  Leister,  daughter  of  John  Leister, 
late  of  LoAver  Mahanoy  toAvnship.  They  haA'e  had 
five  children:  Frank,  Avho  lives  in  LoAver  Maha- 
noy; John ; .George,  of  Philadelphia;  Charles,  of 
Sunbury;  and  IMonroe,  of  Lower  IMahanoy. 

John  Phillips  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
worked  for  Ids  parents  until  twenty  years  old.  He 
then  moved  to  Upper  Augusta  toAvnship,  Avhere 
he  farmed  for  about  twelve  y^ears,  in  1902  pur- 
chasing his  present  farm,  in  Eockefeller  toAvnship, 
Avhicli  Avas  formerly  the  old  Philip  Weiser  place'. 
It  contains  121  acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  valley, 
and  has  been  highly  improA-ed,  Mr.  Phillips  him- 
self having  made  many  changes  Avhich  have  ma- 
terially increased  its  value.  In  1909  he  built  the 
residence,  and  the  two  Avagon  sheds  and  silos,  etc., 
are  also  of  his  construction.  In  addition  to  gen- 
eral farming  he  specializes  in  dairying,  keeping 
on  an  average  tAventy-five  milch  cows  and  having 
always  from  ten  to  fifteen  young  cattle.  His  milk 
team  goes  to  Sunbury  daily.  Everything  about 
his  property  indicates  progress  and  intelligent 
management,  good  judgment  and  the  best  of  care, 
and  the  returns  have  amply  repaid  him  for  all  his 
troulfie.  Mr.  Phillips  is  a public-spirited  citizen, 
Avilling  to  assume  his  share  of  the  duties  of  gov- 
ernment, and  is  at  present  serving  as  overseer  of 
the  poor.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics. 

On  March  24,  1887,  ilr.  Phillips  married  Liz- 
zie Bordner,  daughter  of  George  and  Susanna 
(Pliillips)  Bordner,  of  LoAA'er  Mahanoy  toAA'nship, 
and  seveir  children  have  been  born  to  them,  as  fol- 
loAvs : Julius  Augustus,  Mary  M.,  ilaude  E., 

Charles  X.  (Boyd),  John  E.,  Lottie  I.  and  Verna. 
i\Ir.  Phillips  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  ^ 

JOHX  U.  HOPEWELL  (deceased)  was  a 
farmer  of  Point  toAvnship,  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty, during  thirty  years  of  his  active  life,  and  his 
son,  the  late  John  C.  IIopeAvcll,  was  a native  of 
that  toAvnship,  where  he  passed  all  his  life.  This 
family  is  descended  from  John  Hopewell,  a native 
of  X’ew  JerspA',  Avho  came  thence  to  PennsAdvania, 
.‘settling  in  Xorthumberland  county. 

James  HopoAvell,  son  of  John.  Avas  born  in  Xcav 
Jersey  in  1797  and  oarne  to  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty Avith  his  parents,  spending  the  remainder  of  his 
life  in  this  region.  For  many  years  he  was  a 
clerk  in  Cowden's  store,  at  Xorthumberland  bor-t 
ougli,  Avhere  lie  died  Jan.  29,  1839.  His  Avifo, 
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Elizabeth  Ulp,  was  bom  in  Eecemlxir;,  1800,  and 
died  July  18,  1850.  They  made  their  home  at 
Xorthumberland.  Their  children  were  as  follows; 
Mary  E.,  born  in  1823,  married  Daniel  Voids,  and 
died  in  1818;  Elsie,  Iwrn  in  1825,  married  Capt. 
William  Gray,  and  died  in  1817;  Itebecca  B.,  born 
in  1827,  married  Hiram  Young-,  and  died  in  1850  ; 
John  U.  is  mentioned  below;  James  H.,  born  in 
1831,  died  in  1896  (his  family  live  at  Scranton, 
Pennsylvania). 

John  H.  Hopewell  was  born  Dec.  1,  1829,  at 
Northumberland,  at  the  corner  of  ^Market  and 
Third  streets.  He  followed  various  occupations. 
For  some  years  he  was  engaged  as  a boatman,  later 
carried  on  the  coal  busines.s,  was  engaged  in 
butchering  for  a time,  and  for  thirty  years  followed 
farming  in  Point  toAvnship,  where  he  owned  over 
two  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  was  not  only  suc- 
cessful in  the  management  of  his  own  affairs  but 
took  an  interest  in  the  direction  of  public  matters 
in  the  locality,  serving  as  supervisor,  school  direct- 
or and  overseer  of  the  poor.  An  all-around  use- 
ful citizen,  he  was  respected  throughout  the  com- 
munity, and  was  a pillar  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
of  which  he  was  an  active  member  and  for  some 
years  an  exhorter.  In'  politics  he  was  a Eepubli- 
can.  He  died  Nov.  11,  1908. 

On  May  25,  1851,  ]\Ir.  Hopewell  married  Sarah 
C.  Young,  who  was  born  Dec.  7,  1831,  and  who 
survives  him.  Thirteen  children  were  born  to  their 
union,  as  follows;  Mary  E.,  born  in  1855,  mar- 
ried James  Smith;  Pebecca,  born  in  1857,  mar- 
ried John  P.  Mertz;  Margaret  G.,  born  in  1858, 
married  John  F.  Hummel;  Sarah  H.  J.,  born  in 
1860,  married  Michael  E.  Sanders ; Eliza  J.,  born 
in  1861,  married  William  Botts,  and  died  in  1910  ; 
lYilliam  Y.,  born  in  1863,  married  Itlargaret  Lon- 
don, and  died  in  1897 ; John  C.,  born  in  1866,  is 
mentioned  below  ; James  H.,  born  in  1868,  married 
Harriet  Yoxtheimer ; Hiram  B.,  born  in  1870,  mar- 
ried Hannah  P.  Benner  ; Bobert  V.  G.,  born  in 

1872,  married  Jennie  Sampsel:  ilinnie  B.,  born  in 

1873,  married  Charles  0.  Ileintzelman ; Bessie 
M.,  born  in  1876,  married  George  C.  Schaffer;  Ella 
C.,  born  in  1878,  died  in  1881. 

John  C.  Young,  father  of  Mrs.  Sarah  C. 
(Young)  Hopewell,  was  born  Aug.  5,  1789,  and 
died  Oct.  11,  1845.  His  wife,  Margaret  C.  (Phil- 
ips) Young,  born  April  5,  1802,  died  Sept.  11, 
1878.  They  were  farming  people,  and  lived  in 
Union  county,  but  both  are  buried  in  the  Biver- 
view  cemetery,  at  Northumlicrlantl.  Their  chil- 
dren were  born  as  follows;  Pluiip,  Nov.  25,  1820; 
George,  Oct.  19,  1822 ; Hiram,  Dec.  6.  1824:  John. 
June  14,  1827;  David.  Oct.  30.  1830;  Mary  E., 
Oct.  10,  1832;  Sarah  C.,  Dec.  7,  1834;  Bebecca, 
Oct.  16,  1836:  Peter,  Sept.  29,  1838;  William, 
June  23,  1841 ';  Eliza  J.,  Dec.  3,  1844. 

John  C.  Hovkwi’t.l,  sou  of  John  U.  Hopewell, 
was  born  Oct.  11,  ISi'.C,  in  Point  townslrip,  and 


spent  his  youth  upon  the  farm,  obtaining  his  edu- 
cation in  the  local  public  schools.  When  four- 
teen years  old  he  went  to  learn  the  trade  of  nailer 
at  the  Johnson  mills,  and  followed  that  calling  for 
some  time,  but  for  three  v'ears  he  was  in  such  poor 
health  that  he  was  able  to  do  little  manual  labor. 
After  that  he  bought  a goal  digger,  and  for  the 
three  years  before  his  death  was  engaged  in  dig- 
ging coal,  finding  this  business  quite  profitable. 
Mr.  Hopewell  died  Sept.  20,  1909,  and  is  buried 
in  Eiverriew  cemetery.  He  was  a Eepublican  in 
politics,  and  in  religion  a member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church,  in  which  he  was  quite  active,  serv- 
ing as  steward.  His  family  also  belong  to  that 
church. 

On  Feb.  12,  1888,  ]\Ir.  Hopewell  married  Cath- 
arine E.  Miller,  daughter  of  Joseph  E.  and  Cath- 
arine (Herr)  Miller,  and  two  children  Avere  born 
to  them;  Catharine  G.  is  a milliner  and  dress- 
maker, assisting  her  mother,  who  is  engaged  in 
dressmaking ; and  Beatrice  E.  is  attending  school. 

Joseph  E.  Miller,  father  of  Mrs.  Hopewell, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  Pa.,  Sept.  5,  1840, 
and  his  family  is  an  old  and  honored  one  in  that 
county.  Henry  Miller,  his  grandfather,  was  one 
of  three  brothers  who  settled  near  Salunga  alx)ut 
the  time  of  the  Bevolution.  He  was  a large  land 
owner,  ,a  successful  farmer,  and  a member  of  the 
Old  Mennonite  Church.  He  lived  to  be  nearly 
seventy  years  old,  and  always  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  the  entire  community.  He 
married  a iMiss  Shenk,  whose  father  was  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  in  the  valley  of  the  duck- 
ies, near  Salunga,  where  he  preempted  and  pat- 
ented several  large  tracts  of  land  and  built  two 
mills  upon  the  stream  named.  One  of  these  is 
still  knoAvn  as  the  Shenk  mill,  the  other  as  the 
Garber  mill.  To  Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Henry  ^filler  six 
children  Avere  born.  The  eldest,  John  Miller,  Avas 
the  father  of  Joseph  E.  Miller.  He  Avas  born 
Oct.  15,  1797,  and  died  Sept.  23,  1850,  a farm- 
er and  a man  of  influence.  He  Avas  long  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  served  for  many  years 
as  supervisor.  He  Avas  a Whig  in  politics,  and, 
like  his  father,  a l\rennonite  in  religious  faith. 
On  March  22,  1825,  he  married  Elizabeth  Erb, 
Avho  Avas  born  Nov.  9.  1904,  and  died  Aug.  29, 
1863.  Tliey  had  a family  of  eleven  children: 
Emanuel,  born  Jan.  11,  1826.  died  in  infancy ; 
Daniel,  born  May  22,  1827,  died  Oct.  23,  1895, 
at  ElizabethtoAvn,  Pa.,  where  he  had  been  first  a 
farmer  and  then  for  many  years  an  innkeeper; 
Susanna,  born  Feb.  19,  1829,  married  David 
WcaAer,  of  Manheim ; Henry  E.  died  at  Lititz, 
Lancaster  county,  where  he  Avas  a very  promi- 
nent citizen;  John  E.,  burn  Aug.  22,  1823,  learned 
the  tra  in  of  a Tailor  and  is  o'agaged  as  a cutter 
at  Portsmouth,  Ohio;  Andrew,  born  .April  8,  1836, 
'died  Avhen  one  month  old  ; Elizabeth,  born  April 
29,  1837,  died  Feb.  16,  1839;  .Tosenh  E.  is  men- 
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tionc'd  below;  Ivcuben  E.,  born  Oct.  It,  ISP?,  is 
a laborer  at  8alun;ra;  Catharine^  born  Oet.  ‘^1, 
1844,  married  Levi  B.  Zook,  a farmer  living  near 
Lititz ; Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  7,  184T,  died  Aug. 
22,  1863. 

Joseph  E.  Miller  lived  at  Landisville  and  was 
a farmer  in  his  native  county  until  1893,  in  which 
year  he  came  with  his  family  to  Point  township, 
Xorthumberland  county.  For  nine  years  he 
farmed  the  Thomas  Baumgardner  property  of  220 
acres  there,  at  the  end  of  that  time  returning  to 
Lancaster  county.  He  and  his  wife  Catharine 
(Herr),  daughter  of  Abrahaui  Herr,  now  live  near 
CoTundjia,  Pa.,  engaged  in  farming.  They  have 
had  children  as  follows;  IMary  married  James 
Probst;  Catharine  IT  married  John  C.  Hopewell; 
Joseph  G.  is  a resident  of  Columbia,  Pa.;  Harry 
G.  lives  with  his  parents;  Frances  A.  (deceased) 
married  Harry  Beats ; two  children  died  young. 

CHAPLES  C.  LAIiK,  a very  successful  prac- 
titioner at  the  Xorthumberland  county  bar,  and 
a man  of  high  ideals  and  sterling  integrity,  was 
born  in  Dlifflin  township,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  March 
12,  1874,  son  of  Emanuel  8.  Lark. 

The  Lark  family  is  of  8wiss,  origin.  George 
Lark,  great-grandfather  of  Charles  C.,  was  born 
in  Mihliii  township.  Dauphin  county,  and  became 
a farmer  .there.  He  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
nine  years,  and  is  buried  at  Buffington  church 
in-  his  native  township.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Enterline,  who  married  (second)  Captain  8nyder, 
of  Lykens  township.  Dauphin  county.  After  the 
death  of  her  second  husband  she  made  her  home 
with  her  son  George,  and  died  there  aged  seventy- 
five  years.  ■ To  George  and  Elizabeth  Lark  were 
born  four  children  ; Amos  and  Elizaheth,  who  died 
young;  John;  and  George,  who  settled  at  Berrys- 
burg,  as  a merchant,  and  was  the  father  of  Leon, 
Elizabeth,  Edward,  iVilliam  B.,  Mamie,  Annie  and 
Clara. 

John  Lark,  son  of  George,  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Mifflin  townsliip  Feb.  7,  1826.  He 
learned  the  stonemason's  trade  as  a young  man, 
but  never  followed  it.  He  devoted  his  time  to 
farming,  and  died  in  8alina,  8aline  Co.,  Ivans., 
aged  seventy-two  vears,  and  is  buried  there.  He 
married  Leah  8hoop,  daughter  of  Jacob  8hoop. 
and  they  had  two  children;  George,  who  died  in 
infanev ; and  Emanuel  8. 

Emanuel  8.  Lark,  son  of  John,  was  l)orn  in 
Mifflin  township,  on  the  same  farm  on  which  both 
his  father  and  grandfather  were  born,  Feb.  8, 
1853.  He  attended  the  local  schools.  Freeburg 
Academy,  in  8nvder  county,  Berrysburg  8em inary 
and  Millersburg  Academy.  He  taught  ten  terms 
of  school  in  Daupiiin  and  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ties,. and  was  very  successful  as  an  instructor. 
Turning  his  attention  to  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead, he  remained  tliero  for  three  years,  after 


which  li('  farmed  for  one  year  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, Xorthumlcerland  county,  and  then  lived  two 
years  in  Lower  Malianoy  township,  Xorthumber- 
land county.  In  1880  he  came  to  8hamokin,  and 
found  employment  in  the  mines,  evhere  he  re- 
mained about  six  years.  The  next  five  years  he 
passed  in  a general  hauling  business,  and  the  suc- 
ceeding five  years  as  conductor  on  a freight  train 
for  the  Philadelphia  & Beading  Bailway  Com- 
pany. On  Oct.  1.  1903.  he  assumed  the  duties 
of  his  present  position,  that  of  superintendent  of 
the  Shamokin  cemetery,  and  his  etlieiency  is  well 
attested  by  the  earefijlly  kept  condition  of  that 
beautiful  city  of  the  dead.  His  residence  is  at 
Xo.  53  Marshall  street.  He  is  a member  of  8t. 
dohn's  Beformed  Church.  Mr.  Lark  has  been 
twice  married.  In  1873  he  married  Emeline 
Boyer,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Catharine 
(8tine)  Boyer,  the,  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Berks  county,  Pa.,  of  French  Huguenot  aitcestry, 
later  settling  in  Lower  Malianoy  township,  Xorth- 
uniberland  county.  i\[rs.  Lai’k  was  born  Oct.  21, 
1847,  and  died  April  !>.  1895,  and  was  buried  in 
8hamokin  cemetery.  The  children  born  of  this 
union  were;  Charles  C. ; Carrie  C.,  who  died  aged 
eighteen  years;  John  B.,  a physician,  located  at 
Trevorton,  l^a. : Leali  B.,  still  living  with  her 
father ; H.  IVilson  and  Thomas  F.,  overall  man- 
ufacturers at  8hamokin.  trading  as  Lark  & Lark; 
and  Edward  IL,  a salesman  for  Lark  & Lark. 
Emanuel  8.  Lark  married  (second)  Xov.  12, 
19t)8,  Mrs.  iMargaret  Hmpleby,  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam and  8usan  Weitzel. 

Charles  C.  Lark  was  but  six  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  came  to  8hamokin.  He  was  gTadu- 
ated  from  the  8hamokin  high  school  with  hon- 
ors in  1893,  and  for  a number  of  years  was  en- 
gaged in  teaching,  tor  four  years  being  principal 
of  the  Coal  township  schools.  In  1894  he  be.gan 
the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Esq.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Xorth- 
umberland county  bar  in  1898.  During  his  prep- 
aration for  his  profession  he  engaged  in  teaching. 
In  1898  he  formed  a partnership  with  Frederick 
B.  iMoser,.  under  the  firm  name  of  Lark  Moser, 
which  was  dissolved  in  October,  1906.  Mr.  Lark 
has  also  been  admitted  to  })raetiee  before  the  8u- 
]n-emo  and  8u])erior  courts  of  the  8tate.  and  the 
Ignited  8tates  District  and  Circuit  courts.  He  has 
been  employed  m a large  number  of  important 
cases  tried  in  Xorthumberland  and  other  counties 
since  Ids  admission  to  the  bai-,  among  which  de- 
serving special  mention  are  Bucher  vs.  Xorthum- 
berland i'ounty,  and  Coiunionwealth  vs.  Angelo 
iMolignani. 

The  former  of  these  cases  involved  the  liability 
of  the  county  for  alleged  negli,gence  on  the  part 
of  the  countv  commissioners  in  failing  to  keep 
in  good  condition  the  sidewalks  in  the  public  street 
ailjoiidng  the  co\irthouse  at  8unbury.  In  the  de- 
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fen>e  ol'  the  county  he  contended  that  there  was 
no  liability;  and  even  though  owners  have  been 
held  responsible  for  their  negligence  in  not  prop- 
erly inaintainmg  tlie  sidewalks  abutting  on  their 
properties  under  sinrilar  circumstances,  Mr.  Lark 
was  successful  in  convincing  the  Supreme  court 
of  Pennsylvania  that  the  coirnty  is  a quasi  munic- 
ipal corporation,  a political  subdivision  and  the 
agent  of  the  State  in  tlie  erection  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  courthouse  and  its  appurtenances,  and 
the  State  not  Iteing'  liable,  its  agent,  the  county, 
cannot  be  either.  Tliis  case  at  the  time  attracted 
, wide  attention  and  was  commented  upon  editori- 
ally by  the  large  metropolitan  newspapers;  it  was 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  case  against  Molignani  was  one  in  which 
the  defendant  was  charged  with  murder.  On  the 
fifth  day  after  the  commission  of  the  crime  the 
trial  was  begun,  and  it  was  very  generally  pre- 
dicted that  the  defendant  would  have  to  answer 
with  his  life.  The  jury,  after  having  deliberated 
for  five  full  days,  decided  that  the  defendant  was 
not  guilty  of  first  degree  murder.  Mr.  Lark's 
address  to  the  jury  in  behalf  of  Molignani  is  said 
to  have  Ijeen  one  of  the  most  logical  and  finest 
oratorical  efforts  hoard  in  the  local  courts  in  vears. 
He  is  regarded  as  a resourceful  lawyer,  and  as 
an  eloquent  pleader  before  a jury.  He  is  faith- 
ful to  the  trust  his  clients  repose  in  him,  and 
is  honorable  in  his  dealings.  In  1903-05  he  held 
the  office  of  county  solicitor. 

Mr.  Lark  has  been  active  in  politics,  has  fre- 
quently appeared  as  a delegate  in  Pepublican  coun- 
ty conventions,  and  in  1901  was  a delegate  to  the 
State  convention. 

Mr.  Lark  is  a member  of  St.  John’s  Eeformed 
Church  and  was,  for  a number  of  years,  a mem- 
ber of  its  consistory  and  superintendent  of  its 
Sunday  school.  Fraternally  he  is  a thirty-second- 
degree  3Iason,  belonging  to  Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo. 
255,  F.  & A.  ^I. ; and  Caldwell  Consistory,  thirty- 
second  degree,  at  Bloomsburg.  He  also  belongs 
to  James  A.  Garfield  Lodge,  Xo.  1061,  I.  0.  0.  F. ; 
Camp  Xo.  30,  P.  0.  S.  of  A. ; the  Eoyal  Arcanum ; 
and  Independence  Fire  Company.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Temple  Club. 

In  the  spring  of  1910  i\[r.  Lark  began  organiz- 
ing the  Dime  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company, 
with  a capital  of  Sl25Xi00,  and  a surplus  of  $125,- 
000.  He  was  successful  in  his  efforts  and  on  ^lay 
16,  1910.  tliis  institution  was  opened  for  business, 
and  on  April  1,  1911.  moved  into  its  handsome 
five-story,  fireproof  building  at  the  corner  of  Inde- 
pendence and  Market  streets.  Shamokin.  In  its 
directorate  are  some  of  the  best  and  most  sub- 
stantial Inisiness  men  of  Shamokin.  The  building 
occupied  by  this  institution  is  without  doubt  the 
finest  in  Pennsylvania  outside  of  the  large  cities. 
Ever  since  its  opening  day  the  Dime  Trust  and 
Safe  Depo-:it  Company  lias  been  gradually  grow- 


ing, and,  although  the  youngest  financial  institu- 
tion of  Shamokin,  it  enjoys  the  unqualified  con- 
fidence of  its  patrons.  Mr.  Lark  is  a director  and 
solicitor  for  this  institution.  He  is  also  a director 
and  solicitor  for  the  Central  Building  & Loan  As- 
sociation of  Shamokin,  as  well  as  a number  of 
other  corporations. 

On  Xov.  5,  1896,  Mr.  Lark  was  married  to 
Lucy  Cornelia  Hamilton,  daughter  of  the  late 
Maj.  E.  C.  Hamilton,  of  Shamokin,  and  they  have 
three  children,  Cornelia  E.,  Leah  H.  and  Mir- 
iam E. 

HAI^PT.  The  Haupt  family,  which  now  has 
a number  of  representatives  in  Shamokin,  was 
founded  in  this  country  by  Conrad  Flaupt,  a na- 
tive of  Wurteniberg,  Germany,  who  settled  in 
Berks  county.  Pa.  He  had  five  sons : Conrad, 
who  settled  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  Xorth- 
umberland  county:  Daniel,  who  settled  in  Belle- 
fonte,  ■ Center  county:  Samuel,  who  settled  in 
Schuylkill  county:  John,  who  settled  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  State:  and  Henry,  the  ancestor 
of  the  Haupt  family  here  under  consideration. 

Henry  Haupt,  son  of  Conrad,  the  emigrant  an- 
cestor, was  born  toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  He  came  from  BeiL's  county  to  Xorth- 
umberland  when  a young  man  and  was  a pioneer 
in  the  Mahanoy  valley,  settling  in  Coal  (now 
Cameron)  township;  he  had  about  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  valley.  He  served  five  years 
in  the  Ee^'olutionary  war  and  after  its  close  was 
engaged  in  fighting  the  Indian^  for  two  years; 
he  was  a private  in  Capt.  iMichael  Hoelman's 
company,  Chester  county  militia,  in  1781  [page 
S58,  Ami.  A’,  5th  Series.  Penu-svlvania  Archives]. 
At  one  time  during  the  war  he  had  nothing  to 
eat  for  three  days  but  a chicken  h.awk  and  a rat- 
tlesnake. He  died  about  1847.  He  was  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics  and  quite  active  in  the  affairs 
of  his  locality,  filling  a number  of  minor  town- 
ship offices;  in  religious  belief  he  was  a Lutheran. 
His  children  were:  Jacob,  who  died  in  the  Ala- 

hanoy  A'alley:  Benjamin,  who  died  in  the  Alaha- 
noy  A'alley;  John:  George,  who  died  in  Lower 
Augusta;  Susanna,  Airs.  George  Kreamer:  Annie, 
Airs.  Samuel  Derr:  Alary,  Airs.  Henry  Klock;  Airs. 
Daniel  Kreamer,  of  Schuylkill  county;  Sarah,  Airs. 
George  Derk : and  Hetty,  Airs.  Gideon  Derk. 

John  Haupt,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  April  26, 
1808,  in  Cameron  townsliip,  and  grew  up  on  the 
homestead.  Fie  learned  the  trade  of  stonemason, 
which  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming, 
and  was  a substantial  citizen  of  his  day.  He  held 
various  township  offices,  and  was  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party  in  polities  and  in  religion 
with  the  Lutheran  Churcli,  of  which  he  was  an 
active  member  and  liberal  supporter,  and  in  which 
he  held  the  office  of  elder.  He  died  in  Xovember, 
1873,  and  is  buried  at  the  Wliite  church  near 
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Eowt-'ii  (-'ity.  !iri-.  Haunt  married  Catheriue  Maiir- 
efjlike  himself:  a native  of  Cameron  township^  and 
a daughter_  of  Philip  Maureiy  and  she  survived 
him.  making  her  home  with  her  son  Jolm.  Eight 
children  were  ijorn  to  l\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Haupt:  Sarah, 
Mrs.  M'illiam  A'oder,  living  in  Jefferson  count}', 
Pa.;  Catherine,  who  lives  in  Philadelphia;  Mary, 
who  married  'Washington  Smink  and  ' (second) 
John  P>ohner  ; Benjamin:  Annie,  Mrs.  Jared  Hov- 
erter;  Philip,  a resident  of  Cameron  township; 
John,  of  Ca)neron  township;  and  AVilliam,  of 
tShamokin. 

Benjamin  Haupt,  son  of  John,  was  born  Jan. 
15,  1841,  in  Cameron  township,- and  was  reared 
upon  the  farm  settled  l)y  his  grandfather,  remain- 
ing tliere  until  he  entered  the  government  service 
during  the  Civil  war.  Pie  was  drafted  in  1862 
and  assigned  to  the  172d  Pegiment,  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  serving  nine  months.  After  his  army 
service  he  engaged  in  mining,  which  he  followed 
for  seventeen  years,  in  1880  engaging  in  the  butch- 
er business  in  the  borough  of  Shainokin.  He  re- 
moved from  his  first  stand  after  several  years  to 
the  place  where  he  was  located  many  years,  then 
located  two  doors  below,  l)uying  out  Joseph  Reitz, 
and  ill  1893  came  to  the  corner  of  Market  and 
Mulberry  streets.  He  died  Oct.  6,  1902.  He  was 
a much  respected  citizen  of  Shamokin,  where  he 
served  as  a member  of  the  borough  council,  and 
was  also  quite  active  in  clmrcli  work,  being  a 
trustee  of  the  Evangelical  Church  at  Shamokin, 
in  which  he  held  memliership.  He  was  a Repub- 
lican in  political  matters. 

In  1863  ]\Ir.  Haupt  married  Catharine  Hen- 
ninger,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ilenninger,  and  five 
of  the  eight  children  born  to  tliis  union  survive, 
namely:  Joseph  H.,  Elizabeth  (married  George 
E.  Long),  Jennie  (wife  of  X.  E.  Stepp),  M'illiam 
T.  and  Harrison  E.  Augustus  died  in  1903.  The 
mother  of.  this  family  died  in  1880.  and  in  1882 
Mr.  Haupt  married  Elizabeth  Daniel,  daughter  of 
Elias  Daniel,  of  Schuylkill  county.  Pa.  One  child 
was  Ijorn  to  this  union,  Charles  I). 

JosnPH  H.  Ha-Cpt.  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
May  14,  1866,  at  Bell's  Tunnel,  near  IMount  Car- 
mel, this  county,  and  catne  to  Shamokin  A\'ith  his 
parents  in  childhood.  He  attended  the  public 
schools,  and  began  work  as  a slate  picker,  being 
employed  at  the  mines  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  eighteen.  He  has  since  followed  the  butcher 
busine.ss,  and  since  February,  1904,  has  had  a 
store  of  his  own,  at  present  conducting  two  estab- 
lishments in  Shamokin,  one  on  Eighth  street  and 
one  on  Independence  street.  He  lias  built  up  a 
lucrative  trade,  which  is  constantly  on  the  in- 
ci'ease,  and  his  satisfactory  service  and  sincere  de- 
sire to  please  customers  have  had  their  rcAvard 
in  the  long  continued  j'atronage  of  many  who  have 
tlealt  at  his  o.stablishments.  He  is  a very  favor- 
ably known  citizen  of  the  borough,  and  though  not 


particularly  active  in  local  juatters  outside  of  busi- 
ness he  is  interested  in  the  success  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  has  served  as  delegate  to  county 
convention. 

l\Ir.  Haupt  married  Emma  R.  'Williams,  daugh- 
ter of  James  W'illiams,  of  Shamokin,  and  they 
have  one  son,  'W.  Earle,  who  is  now  a high  school 
pupil.  The  family  home  is  at  Xo.  220  Sunbury 
street. 

Some  years  ago  Mr.  Haupt  had  a remarkable 
escape.  He  and  Judge  L.  S.  'Walter,  of  Mount 
Carmel,  were  passengers  on  the  Lehigh  Valley  rail- 
road train  wrecked  at  Dunellen,  X.  J.,  Jan.  9, 
1899,  and  though  seventeen  persons  in  the  coach 
in  which  they  rode  were  killed  they  were  unin- 
jured. 

’WiLLi-v:it  T.  Haupt,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
at  Shamokin  April  26,  1876,  and  there  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  He  learned 
the  ImtcheEs  trade  with  his  father,  but  for  some 
years  during  his  early  life  was  engaged  at  slate 
picking  in  the  summer  months,  finding  employ- 
ment at  the  mines  for  a number  of  years.  How- 
ever, butchering  has  always  been  his  principal  oc- 
cupation, and  he  was  engaged  with  his  father  until 
1902,  in  which  year  he  and  his  brother,  Harry  E. 
Haupt,  engaged  in  business  on  their  oten  account. 
They  occupy  their  father's  old  stand  at  Xo.  259 
South  Market  street.  Shamokin,  a building  which 
was  erected  in  1896.  The  Haupt  homestead,  next 
door,  was  erected  in  1869.  The  firm,  which  is 
known  as  Haupt  Brothers,  does  a thriving  busi- 
ness, carrying  both  meats  and  groceries,  and  the 
trade  is  large  and  steadily  increasing,  thanks  to 
the  Haupts’  commendalile  methods  and  judicious 
catering  to  the  wants  of  their  customers. 

l\Ir.  Haupt  married  Jennie  Miser,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Miser,  of  Snyder  count}',  Ra.  They 
have  no  children.  He  is  a Republican  in  politics, 
and  socially  holds  membership  in  the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans, the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the 
K.  of  P.,  and  the  local  lodge  of  the  B.  P.  0.  Elks. 

YOCUM.  The  Yocum  family  of  Xorthumber- 
land  county  to  which  Adonijah  F.  Yocum  and 
George  W".  Yocum,  cousins,  belong  was  founded 
here  by  their  grandfather,  who  was  a member  of 
the  old  Berks  county  (Pa.)  family  of  Yocum  or 
Yocom.  The  name  has  long  been  familiar  to  the 
inhabitants  of  that  section  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  family  is  particularly  prominent  in  the  lower 
end  of  Berks  county.  The  earlier  generations  were 
identified  with  Oley  townsliip,  but  Xicholas  Yo- 
com. who  founded  the  family  in  Cumru  town- 
ship, settling  there  about  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century,  came  from  Douglassville. 

liUte  in  the  seventeenth  century  a colony  of 
Swedes  settled  at  the  '\'\'issahickon.  near  Philadel- 
phia. In  1701  a number  of  these  Swedes,  among 
whom  wore  three  “Yocom"  brothers,  settled  along 
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the  eastern  bank  of  tiie  Schuvlkill,  in  the  locality 
of  Douglassville,  Berks  county.  Surveys  for  land 
for  these  pioneers  were  made  Oct.  ‘21,  1701,  and 
patents  were  issued  Iw^tween  1701  and  1705  for 
these  lands.  One  J.  Jonas  “Jocum’'  (then  “Yo- 
comb,”  also  spelled  Yokhani,  Yocum  and  now  Yo- 
com),  youngest  of  these  brothers,  had  a patent 
granted  him  by  tlie  Penns  for  350  acres  in  Amity 
township.  On  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Schuylkill 
where  the  Douglassville  bridge  spans  the  river,  is 
an  historic  stone  house  erected  in  1716  by  flounce 
Jones.  lie  was  a son-in-law  of  J.  Jonas  Yocom, 
and  was  an  executor,  with  Peter  Yocum,  of  the 
will  of  J.  Jonas  Yocum.  This  document  was 
made  Aug.  8,  1757,  and  was  witnessed  by  Morde- 
eai,  Thomas  and  Joseph  Millard,  Quaker  people 
of  Union  township.  The  will  was  entered  in  Berks 
county  courthouse  for  probate  Dec.  27,  1760,  and 
he  left  a large  estate,  equitably  divided  among 
the  following  children;  Peter,  who  obtained  one 
of  the  homesteads;  Judith  Mary;  Margaret,  and 
John.  At  the  making  of  the  will,  the  "beloved” 
wife  of  the  ancestor  was  still  living.  The  son 
John,  who  had  died  prior  to  the  making  of  his 
aged  father's  will,  left  his  widow  IMargaret  and 
three  sons,  Jonas,  Peter  and  John,  the  t’oungest 
child  born  after  the  father's  death.  The  ancestor 
amply  provided  for  his  widowed  daughter-in-law. 

Moses  Yocom,  of  Douglass  township,  a descend- 
ant of  J.  Jonas,  made  his  will  May  ’20,  18’23; 
it  'was  probated  Feb.  '28,  18’2-i,  and  is  recorded 
in  Will  Book  D,  page  419.  His  wife  Susanna  sur- 
vived him.  The  executors  of  the  will  were  Daniel 
Yocom  and  Jacob  Fritz.  His  children  were; 
Moses,  John,  Peter,  George,  Mary,  Ann  and 
Hannah. 

The  will  of  Maria  Yocom,  of  Douglass  town- 
ship', .probated  in  18'29,  provides  that  each  of  the 
legatees  of  her  will  shall  buy  a large  family  Bible 
for  each  of  their  children.  Her  children  were ; 
Ann,  who  married  Jonas  Yocom;  Rachel  Ragsize, 
who  had  a daughter  ^lary;  and  Daniel  AYcom. 
Daniel  ATocom,  son,  and  Jonas  AAicom,  son-in-law, 
were  executors  of  the  will. 

John  Yocom  (sou  of  John,  and  grandson  of 
J.  Jonas)  was  Ijoru  in  1749  and  died  Oct.  14, 
1823.  Ho  had  a son  !^^oscs,  born  on  the  liomestead 
in  Amity  township  Oct.  11,  1786.  who  died  Aug. 
30,  1850.  Moses  AYcom  was  married  to  Susanna, 
a daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Weaver,  who  were 
the  parents  of  Peter  "Weaver,  who  was  the  father 
of  Col.  Jeremiah  WYaver.  Susanna  (IVcaver)  AY- 
com  was  born  Aug.  18,  1791,  and  died  iMay  19, 
1872.  Moses  and  Susanna  AYcdm  had  a son  W"i1- 
liam,  born  Jan.  23,  1817.  He  married  Mary  B. 
Kline,  a daughter  of  George  Kline,  and  they  had 
a son  IVilliam  B.  AYcom.  a prominent  man  of 
Amity  township. 

The  grandfather  of  Adonijah  F.  and  George 
W.  AYcom  was  undoubtedly  of  this  stock.  [Mov- 


ing from  Berks  count}’  after  his  marriage  to- 
Northumberland  county,  he  settled  in  Shamokin 
township  at  the  present  location  of  Paxinos.  He 
and  his  wife  are  interred  in  the  old  Presbyterian 
burial  ground  near  Reed's  station.  Their  chil- 
dren were ; Alexander,  Peter,  Daniel,  Alichael,. 
[Mrs.  Hettie  Carr  and  Mrs.  Boughner. 

Ale.xander  AYcom  Avas  born  [May  19,  1824,  at 
I’axinos,  Northumberland  county,  and  learned  the- 
miller's  trade,  Avhich  he  followed  for  some  time, 
in  all  about  eighteen  years,  first  at  Klinesgrove, 
later  at  Po\A'ers’  mill  and  subsequently  at  Roar- 
ing Creek.  He  then  hought  the  Adam  Gilger  farm 
of  109  acres,  in  Avhat  is  noAV  Ralpho  township,. 
noAV  oAvned  by  his  son  George  W.,  and  at  that 
]>lace  devoted  himself  to  farming  until  his  death, 
Avhich  occurred  March  24,  1893.  He  is  buried 
at  the  Methodist  church  at  Bear  Gap,  in  Avhich 
church  he  held  membership  and  served  as  deacon,. 
To  him  and  his  Avife  Martha  Jane  (Lot)  were- 
born  children  as  folloAvs ; [Mary  J..  Avho  is  de- 
ceased; Anna  E.,  Avife  of  William  Fisher;  Clara- 
B.,  Avife  of  John  Unger;  Sarah  E.,  Avife  of  WTl- 
liam  F.  Adams ; and  George  W. 

George  "W.  AYcuve,  son  of  Alexander,  is  a well 
knoAvn  farmer  of  Ralpho  toAvnship,  born  Feb.  22, 
1864,  at  the  place  Avhere  he  noAv  resides.  He  ob- 
tained his  schooling  in  the  locality,  and  for  a 
time  after  his  school  days  Avere  over  was  em- 
ployed at  the  farm  Avork  Avith  his  father.  Going 
to  Shamokin,  he  Avas  engaged  in  railroading  three 
years  and  for  one  year  he  Avas  clerk  in  the  gro- 
cery of  Amos  [Mengel,  at  Shamokin.  Returning 
to  farm  Avork,  he  spent  two  years  cultivating  dif- 
ferent farms  and  in  1891  located  on  the  home- 
stead, Avhereon  he  has  since  lived.  He  purchased' 
the  property  in  1908.  Many  improvements  have- 
been  inade  on  the  place  during  his  occupancy. 
He  is  enterprising  and  thrifty,  attends  the  Sha- 
mokin markets,  and  conducts  Ids  AA'ork  in  a busi- 
ness-like manner.  Mr.  AYcum  has  taken  an  inter- 
est in  the  public  administration  and  has  served 
as  overseer  of  the  poor  of  Ralpho  toAA'nship.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican,  and  in  religion  a- 
Lutheran,  being  a member  of  Blue  Church. 

In  1885  Mr.  AYcum  married  Sallie  A.  IVn- 
syl,  and  they  have  a family  of  five;  Martha  S.,. 
Edward  B.,  S.  Alexander,  William  C.  and  Caro- 
line G. 

George  Pensyl,  [Mrs.  AYcuha’s  grandfather,  mar- 
ried Mary  Keller,  and  they  hacl  a large  family; 
Solomon,  Jacob,  Jeremiah,  George,  Daniel,  John, 
Henry,  Leah,  Polly,  Hannah,  Susanna  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

Solomon  Pensyl,  son  of  George,  Avas  a farmer- 
and  merchant  and  a avcU  knoAvn  man  of  his  dis- 
trict, serving  as  tax  collector  and  in  other  toAvn- 
ship  offices.  Ho  died  at  Riverside  [May  24,  1904, 
ami  his  AvidoAA',  Caroline  (Epler).  is  still  living 
at  that  place.  Their  children  Avore ; [Mary  Elbm,. 
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deceased,  wlio  was  the  wife  of  E.  B.  Yought; 
Sallie  A.,  Mrs.  Yocum;  Harriet  S.,  wife  of  John 
Clingman ; and  H.  Willington,  wlio  died  young. 


Michael  Yocum,  brother  of  Alexander,  above, 
was  born  at  Paxinos,  in  Shamokin  township,  and 
followed  farming  all  his  life.  He  died  at  the 
Ridge,  in  Shamokin  township,  in  1845,  and  is  in- 
terred in  the  old  Presbyterian  burial  ground  near 
Reed’s  station,  in  Ralpho  township.  His  wife, 
Anna  (Fahrensworth),  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years,  and  is  interred  in  the  Baptist  burial 
ground  in  Shamokin  township.  They  had  chil- 
dren: John  lives  in  Trevorton,  this  county  ; Sarah 
J.,  widow  of  Michael  Yarnold,  lives  at  Sunbury : 
Susanna,  widow  of  Hiram  Dill,  lives  in  Shamo- 
kin township:  Adonijah  F.  is  mentioned  below; 
Francis  died  young. 

Adon'ij.vii  F.  Yocum,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
teaming  business  at  Shamokin,  was  born  Jan.  1, 
1844.  in  Shamokin  township,  aind  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools.  He  assisted  his 
mother  as  soon  as  he  was  able,  his  father  having 
died  when  he  was  an  infant.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  served  nine  months  in  the  Union  army, 
enlisting  in  Company  C,  131st  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers.  Subsequently  he  spent  one 
year  at  Trevorton,  in  1S64  moving  to  Shamokin 
and  locating  at  the  place  where  he  still  resides, 
Xo.  28  South  Shamokin  street.  For  a period  of 
twenty-four  years  he  followed  mining,  and  he  then 
engaged  in  the  hauling  business,  in  which  he  has 
established  quite  a profitable  patronage.  He  is 
a steady-going,  reliable  man,  and  has  the  respect 
of  his  fellow  citizens.  In  politics  he  is  a Repub- 
lican, in  religion  a Lutheran. 

Mr.  Yocum  married  Harriet  Fegley,  daughter 
of  John  Fegley.  She  died  March  24,  1905,  and 
is  huried  at  Shamokin.  The  following  children 
were  born  to  this  union : Hannah  E.,  111111301  and 
Bertha  all  died  young;  George  C.,  who  is  a mer- 
chant and  has  other  business  interests  at  Shamo- 
kin, married  Clara  Haupt  and  (second)  Anna 
Johns;  Harry  E.,  who  is  associated  in  the  store 
with  his  brother  George,  married  Gertrude  Crason 
and  their  children  are  Marion,  David,  Harry  and 
Edward ; Benneville  married  Annie  Isaacs,  and 
died  in  1910. 

JOHX  J.  LAUGHLIX,  express  agent  at  Mount 
Carmel,  Xorthumberland  county,  until  recently 
station  agent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  & Penn.syi- 
vania  Railway  Company  at  that  i>oint,  was  born 
Dec.  28,  1862,  in  Schuylkill  county.  Pa.,  son  of 
Lawrence  Laughlin.  The  father  was  a native  of 
Ireland  and  came  to  America  when  a young  man, 
settling  in  Srhuyllcill  county.  He  was  a contract- 
or at  the  mines  and  also  did  railroad  contracting, 
and  he  met  an  accidental  death  at  Ashland, 
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Schuylkill  county,  when  only  twenty-se\en  years 
old. 

John  J.  Laughlin  attended  school  at  Ashland 
and  there  began  work  as  a clerk  in  the  employ 
of  the  railway  company  with  which  he  is  still  con- 
nected, in  1879.  He  was  the  first  agent  at  Ash- 
land, whence  he  tvas  transferred  To  Centralia, 
Columbia  county,  and  thence  to  Girardville, 
Schuylkill  county.  He  was  also  at  Lost  Creek, 
Sehuylkill  county,  for  a time  before  receiving  his 
])osition  as  station  agent  at  Mount  Carmel,  in  the 
fall  of  1898.  This  is  an  important  station,  and 
nine  clerks  are  engaged  here.  The  first  railroad 
opened  to  Mount  Carmel  was  the  old  Xorthern 
Central,  in  1854,  and  the  next  was  the  Lehigh 
Valley,  in  ISGG.  The  present  Lehigh  Valley  & 
Pennsylvania  station  at  that  point  was  constructed 
in  1907.  Mount  Carmel  is  a great  shipping  point, 
and  there  has  been  a steady  increase  of  lousiness 
which  greatly  enhanced  its  consequence  iluring  iMr. 
Laughlin’s  incumbency  of  the  position.  He  proved 
a c-ompetent  and  resourceful  man  in  the  place,  pos- 
sessing good  judgment  in  the  transaction  of  the 
l)usiness  of  the  station,  and  gained  and  held  the 
respect  of  his  fellow  citizens  in  his  adopted  place. 

On  Xov.  1,  1910,  he  resigned  as  joint  agent 
to  accept  the  agency  of  the  Adams  ami  Southern 
Express  Companies  at  Blount  Carmel.  While  liv- 
ing in  Columbia  county.  Pa.,  Mr.  Laughlin  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  two  terms,  on  the 
People's  ticket. 

On  Sept.  16,  1890,  Mr.  Laughlin  married  Cath- 
erine Flanagan,  daughter  of  Peter  Flanagan,  a 
merchant  of  Ashland,  Pa.,  and  they  are  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  namely : Howard,  Mary, 

Margaret,  Xellie,  Lawrence  and  John. 

Mr.  Laughlin  is  a Catholic  in  religious  faith 
and  is  a prominent  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus,  having  been  the  first  grand  knig'ht  of 
the  Mount  Carmel  organization.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  local  lodge  of  Elks. 

PROF.  IVlLLIAil  MEXDOX  KLECKXER, 
an  educator  of  several  years’  standing  in  Sunbury, 
founder  and  principal  of  the  Sunbury  Commercial 
College  and  in  charge  of  the  commercial  depart- 
ment of  the  Sunbury  high  .school,  has  made  a high 
reputation  in  his  special  field  and  has  l)ecomc 
widely  known  in  the  pursuit  of  his  chosen  calling. 

Taylor  Kleckner,  his  father,  was  a native  of 
Xew  Berlin,  Pa.,  born  in  1848,  and  died  IMay  29, 
11*04,  in  Lewisburg.  Imion  county,  aged  sixty-six 
years.  In  his  earlier  life  he  followed  farming, 
later  becoming  a salesman  for  tbe  Champion 
Reaper  Company,  for  whom  he  traveled  twenty- 
four  years,  his  territory  covering  Union.  Snyder 
and  Xorthuml)erland  counties.  He  was  a Luth- 
eran and  an  active  church  member,  serving’  some 
years  as  deacon  of  the  Dreisbach  Cluirih.  Politi- 


I • 


TW 


7»j  TfrI  ic /.  irf  >7  T?/ 

4*  • 


m 

■ , ■•  ((■•  ' 

rwvv  jmtv  K.  arft-  >ftv 


V'/  ' , ■"  . ■''*.-«'^'Tir..,„.Ur»  ;n#6>'«-/iiMi, .,,0  }sirii»H‘''* iaiW»X 

hpAhdtA  #a  Ifwfaft  (w!wisj«4'£ul<tattikl  A aitr*!/;^  .H  Ivu*  'j 


*»rf)  «i  A «Ui  slurw  ^ta^oii  nutk  f>n«  v o 

•run  Ull‘1  »i  'w(  ihlfl  fr  d)nr  vMjtmnci'i  ■(JS’A'Ii^t  j«/6(F£i  ,15 

-/U;A  ia  Irt-Xifi  'wU  sa  w m ’ .<rT8j:=  ni  ,lvoJ‘;rtrt  IvajU  ,,(i)i({j 


*i«/6(F£i  1^0  loitJoKf  ,ramwT  laailsilif 

Ivgijf  ni  in  «jto4  ««w.  >2 

<■)».  {>OT-iV|ii»siJ  »fiw  <»(i,  iwrtoilTif  *-b«wf:  .eVH'  a'ijt  H« ■ iv./foIM -.m 

,‘j^(nvl/7inir>  ot  yw-nxlj  [.(i#p  , *{1  o»o^.”. . ttUtn aU*% -*fiiji,>|?^k ai 

,iw7  ? 4;rnvl  Jn  f«ij!  esn^  <jH  ,y1fl«<v5  lehifrf  bb m 

' ' nmvviif  oioVjd  am),  a lol  .7t«»oa  !UAhir>t>^,  ‘ ' ' ’ ' ' - 


'id 


'jjIj  u!  ,lannft')  iaiujK  majtn  fwila.ts'  »»  (iniIi»joy 
;>i*4  .jTorjfttc  ific'iaoqmi  tru  ei.bi/iT  I0 

fri:.:nfLv(  Isan  silT  .ai  xl  l>*gn!^fra  pt-Ji^h  onia  .qal^.arffoi  015(45 orifw {<5  fti  (itiobja^'^' 

jnailhrtZ  iilo  ;#fU  ?*;/?  inrioK  »i  Ijoa^^jd  it*a^jer«’f?iNro4»  feifit  .nohoieiT  ui  aati!  flUot. 

‘j<U  hfyu  jz-ia  flifj 
ii  vaiffiT  ff'qiibkl  iwwijij 
i>)>i').*f'i^*.n(Tj'  btnr  imiMj  ^sdl 

f^aisud  '<<■)  •yta'rioiu  xhn^lm  a ao-ui  ^ijwl  oaarft  f>ij«  »i|J. jsi  si  <wf‘ff  jtAuxcHW^ 

.I].'. 'ji/rntti.  a-7£K4ap,)^t>a  sii  !!,>$a06009  vBsa'ra  rfarx^  ’^ak 

■Fvj7ot«|  oH  .64i  li(A  'r'WKUm‘iii  rf4’<im^^9h'Az  hai^  ^qi^crfrai  WiionuiMl^  ai  j 


15ft  ) .innoK  waaxjd  iwaij  >^Nro4»  kiril  .oohofmT  ui  mrii  fl){ou  .* ndW^v-  j 
(uic  ,ICS(  ni  ,fK5jm/>  iti  iiir'4l  ,filofnfiY  JaiMlailf  l(t  v/obhir 

yilT  viTeffei,  flf  J(K1  iffiniH  ]U>  yyoytri'.fmttijta^ 

t©  aoitids'  tmav  I mi  ri«*I  ■ ••  f:yf/t^M/dib^«ijjvv0i  ai  if'  'ii£|laj»^ill^'$  ''{i{!^aw<i|'  -iwfl 


icRj^fi.  Jwlef-  a* . iwi  MOit  \t-  -'nXifit^  '■'. ^.r8|  ‘*i 

/TTl-^i'f  i rr/v^  i._  ilrN  Cijti  .M.X  avSimif 


lata  <»itj  )vi  v tqwfl  o(  t^Stnyi/p^sidj^'  ^sao^rfyntoY  uia 

-'f'l  o!ur>7  l-'mta’')  inry.iU  5©  *.«(*«<jirfO') 

arm  fnMrf'^r/a„(  .517  ..a^r  .-riitim  tidrflyfoO' in  «nf:  s(55ii^  ''^eiq 

&di..m  ,a*ai7»  r,fi  'ojili  id  ,<T'^ 

’•aifiO  Iw'itaut  fisisl^ijft.l  .))M  «0  ' " ‘ ‘ 

6 59J4^  >t>  vdd^nHi)  .ns^enafi  ©aha  <<f  aW«iMt<5'-;*V9j/0p  ita/kif^, 

-78<j  ^lij  o'lft  Y>ir’lwuv.,.f/{  .;IniR[iM-  )o  iR©,ilo!i:wa',  satf  brt®  ,0fc'm;3wW|s^^ 

B.tlysatm  ,{mftfif{!>  yM  a^m 

_.ufioC,  fiiiw  ir'yiqTtml  .©tUaTi'  ^pu^taU  .aftT»rfi'jjkI  iv:  'dji  ^ , 

-feJiTfilEl  f»ftittira<‘ fnuao'i!'-  .7iiEt  \ , 
h>ifb  \9it^  ..  - mhp  }o;^ 

.m;i^ra4Wlfe.  (|i:  lon^; 

y.  r,  . X'S'ndradii#:',^^^ 

.'vt-!t3  }<j  <>5j)«>l  (floo4  giici'j  In  ndtroftr  i 

V a%»wod 

Jhi'^'44J:LrA  KOilXH  !/  MAiJJlTT  ./iOHH-' ' OTl5lO^;^j9^t13(l^^ 

,/7ij4fax>^i  (li  ^nlfynpji-’hiap  tsk 

Ifii'W^Ui'Tf'©'.#  -fTfii’fHK^  ofH  loioqio'rtJiq  te©'  TabfM^n't  HiiW''  '"* 

'.Jamnib  iiji  ,••'•. mm q<>  .-jBJ  To  vi^iSib  ai  C»rti}  ^>^,0116*7 

.AS  4.  j, (>'!)Hafini  ;piJmoq^  ; f'lAnfeS’  .y 


dyiii  c ‘fi>}ini  cSxF  .l=f',iii'y«!  9fli  Tft  ilJ9a! 

oioov^d  fiiai  50«  hhfi  bnaft»]3  aid  tnytwUaiaqn 
.■}^ai!h<y  ri'yaodo  sirl  Vjliioayyq  ©fli  «i  0'ffnmJ;  ■VIf)Fi(’«' 


lo  o'nisij  j;  iftTf  ahl  «5©4ijfi!5C*^ 

,fiS*  v.fj/.,  batb  ban  it?  tn^.ri  .^'1  ,nih<>fif  woTJ  - }to0h'^0«ariiTOK'^%bnn» 

jris*Jl5fis  aolisJa/w; 

-t...,,,-.n»»  _.i  ..u^f  — aiC^v^- 

.-Jf'TC-  JSU..*  , 


noiqmfiilO  ©di  toT  ii/ifij£.fa(.tWf'T/} 


-rldnyfi  !»«l  fcodi?  •ii'iV  'rm 

‘)©fvw^  Vno’inTF  fiiiaF^; 

,’isidfa'jin 


-dnoilD  iJ lArtamfl  «rft.To 

**)) 


9iii  jfl  10 

i/fifi^S^i^’'  M .4(1^ 


578 


XOirmUMBEKLAXD  COUXTY,  PEXXS YIA'AX lA 


cally  ho  \vas  a l>epublicaii.  He  married  An^eline 
SpottSj  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  ( Derr) 
Spotts,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them:  Wil- 
liam Mendon  and  a daughter,  the  latter  dving  in 
infancy. 

William  IMendon  Kleokner  was  horji  Xov.  9, 
187?,  at  A'icksburg,  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  and  obtained 
his  early  eilucation  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
locality.  Later  he  became  a student  at  P>ucknell 
LTniyersity,  after  which  he  entered  the  AVilliams- 
port  Commercial  College,  at  Williams])orr,  Pa., 
from  which  latter  institution  ho  was  graduated 
in  1900.  Eeceiving  a license  to  teach  public 
school,  he  took  charge  of  the  commercial  depart- 
ment of  the  Sunburv  high  school  in  190?,  and 
has  since  continued  to  fill  that  responsible  posi- 
tion. The  department  has  attained  a high  stand- 
ard of  efficiency  under  his  management,  and  the 
importance  of  his  M'ork,  together  with  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  has  handled  it,  has  gained 
him  many  admi^'ers  among  pupils  and  patrons. 
In  190?  he  founded  the  Sunhury  Commercial  Col- 
lege, located  on  Fairmount  avenue,  which  has  had 
a continued  career  of  prosperitv,  the  average  at- 
tendance lieijig  one  hundred  student^.  Professor 
Kleckner  is  a conscientious,  untiring  worker,  de- 
voted to  his  calling  and  sparing  neither  time  nor 
pains  in  his  ell'orts  to  luing  the  best  in  his  pupils 
to  the  surface,  and  his  success  has  been  marked. 

On  Aug.  0,  1905,  Professor  Kleckner  married 
Ida  iMussina.  daughter  of  Henry  B.  and  Eve 
(Hoover)  Mussina,  of  Mount  Carmel,  Xorthum- 
berland  county.  They  worship  at  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  socially  lie  holds  member.drip  in  the 
Modern  IVoodmen  of  America.  In  political  sen- 
timent he  is  a Pepublican. 

LOXG.  The  Lmigs  of  X'ortliumherland  county, 
descendants  of  George  Long',  have  been  represent- 
ed principally  in  the  prosperous  agricultural  class, 
but  at  present  one  member  of  the  family,  Peter 
D.  Long,  is  a well  known  shoe  meruhant  of  Sun- 
burv, where  his  uncle,  Benjamin  C.  Long,  is  now 
living  in  retirement  after  a long  and  active  life 
as  a farmer.  David  D.  Long,  brother  of  Peter 
D.  Long,  is  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Little  Maha- 
noy  township.  "We  give  the  line  of  these  from  the 
emigrant  ancestor. 

George  Long,  a native  of  England,  settled  on 
the  farm  near  Augustavillc,  in  Pockefeller  town- 
ship, now  owned  by  A.  ,7.  Smith,  and  formerly 
by  Andrew  Gonser.  ]\Ir.  Long  took  u[>  the  land 
by  warran't  from  the  government  of  Pennsylvania. 
Here  he  lived  and  died,  and  he  is  buried  at  the 
Augustaville  Stone  Churcli.  He  was  a lifelong 
farmer,  and  made  groat  im])rovements  on  this 
jtroperty.  The  original  set  of  buildings  on  the 
place  wore  located  on  the  road  leading  from  A.  J. 
Smith’s  to  the  old  Shipman  mill,  in  what  is  now 
thi'  meadow  about  two  hundri'd  rods  north  of 


51r.  Smith's  home;  all  have  been  razed.  George 
Long  served  in  the  war  of  181?  on  the  American 
side,  and  he  may  have  been  a soldier  in  King 
George's  army  during  the  Pevolutionary  war. 
Perhaps  he  was  better  known  by  the  name  of  .John 
George  Long.  He  was  a mendjer  of  the  church 
at  Augustaville,  which  he  helped  to  build.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  dying  in  middle 
age,  and  she  was  the  mother  of  all  his  children, 
namely:  George,  a farmer,  who  lived  in  Upper 
iilahanoy  township,  and  who  had,  among  other 
children,  sons  Henry,  John,  Samuel  and  William 
(wlio  was  killed  by  a train,  at  Pa.xinos)  ; Henry, 
who  was  a cripple  and  never  married  ; and  John. 

John  Long,  son  of  George,  was  born  in  IS05 
in  Iiockefeller  township,  this  county,  and  died  in 
tMontandon,  May  ?0,  1888,  aged  eighty-two  years, 
six  months,  one  day,  at  the  home  of  Ins  daughter, 
Mrs.  Seabolt.  He  was  a farmer  in  Rockefeller 
township,  owning  and  cultivating  the  jdace  which 
is  now  the  property  of  Albert  Winner.  In  stat- 
ure he  was  comparatively  small,  five  feet,  - five 
inches  in  height,  but  he  was  vigorous,  as  may 
be  judged  by  the  advanced  age  he  attained.  His 
Avife,  Anna  Camp,  born  Oct.  18,  1808.  died  March 
?7.  1880,  and  they  are  interred  at  the  Elhenezer 
Methodist  Church  in  Rockefeller  township,  of 
which  Mr.  Long  Avas  a mend)er.  Tlieir  children 
Avere  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  Samuel  C.,  Catharine, 
Henry  (of  Trevorton,  Pa.),  .lane  (married  Wil- 
liam Zimmerman),  John  (died  in  February,  1888, 
in  Indiana),  .Tulia  (married  John  Seabplt),  Ben- 
jamin C.  and  Lucinda  (unmariied,  Avho  lives  in 
iMifilinliurg',  Pa.). 

Samuel  C.  Long,  son  of  John.  Avas  born  Dec. 
??,  18?8,  in  Avhat  is  now  Rockefeller  toAvnship, 
and  died  April  ?8,  1890.  aued  sixty-one  years, 
four  months,  six  days.  He  learned  tlie  trade  of 
miller.  Avhich  he  folloAved  for  about  fifteen  years, 
during  that  period  o})orating  what  was  known  as 
John  Dunkellierger's  mill,  on  INIahanoy  creek,  for 
a time;  he  had  learned  the  business  there.  He 
next  Avent  to  Rockefeller  township.  Avhere  he  did 
milling  for  Hiram  iMiller,  and  he  also  folloAved 
the  butcher  trade  in  that  township  for  some  years."" 
In  1867  he  returned  to  Little  Mahamry  township 
and  begait  fanning  on  the  David  Dunkelberger 
farm,  which  he  purchased,  and  Avhieh  then  com- 
prised 170  acres.  He  continued  to  make  his  home 
there  to  the  enel  of  his  days.  iMr.  Long  Avas  a 
man  Avho  took  an  intelligent  part  in  the  inter- 
ests of  his  community,  served  his  township  a num- 
ber of  veai’s  as  supervisor,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Little  iMahanoy  Lutheran  Church,  of 
which  he  was  elder  and  trustee.  Politically  he 
was  a Democrat. 

In  1854  iMr.  Long  married  Lydia  Dunkell)erger, 
who  was  born  in  18o3,  daughter  of  David  and 
Anna  Marie  (Smith)  Dunkell)erger,  and  died 
Sept.  18.  1007,  aged  seventy-three  years,  ehwen 
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months,  nineteen  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Long  are 
buried  at  the  Little  iMahanoy  Lutlieran  Church. 
They  were  tlie  {larents  of  the  following  children; 
Peter  U. ; iMary,  who  died  young  ; Elizabeth,  who 
married  Frank  Bubb  (he  is  deceased)  : Phoebe  J., 
who  married  .Toscph  D.  M’agner ; David  D. ; and 
Louisa,  who  died  when  two  years  old. 

Peter  D.  Loxu,  sou  of  Samuel  C.,  was  born 
Dec.  6,  ISod.  He  tvas  reared  in  Pockefeller  town- 
ship until  his  parents  settled  in  Little  iMaliano}', 
in  1S67,  and  tliere  lie  worked  on  the  farm  Avhich 
his  father  purchased  from  his  maternal  grand- 
father, David  Dmdcellterger.  He  remained  there 
until  he  attained  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  at 
which  time  he  went  to  Shamokin  to  learn  the 
blacksmith's  trade,  evliich  he  follotvecl  there  for 
tlifce  years.  He  ne.vt  went  to  Clinton  county.  I’a., 
entering  the  shops  of  the  Pennsylvania  I’ailway 
Company  at  Penovo,  and  he  continued  to  evork 
for  that  company  for  twelve  years,  though  lie 
did  not  continue  at  his  trade.  Beginning  in  the 
freight  service,  he  rvas  engaged  in  that  branch 
for  six  years,  after  Avhich  he  was  changed  to  the 
passenger  service,  and  during  the  last  three  years 
of  the  period  mentioned  he  rvas  conductor  of  a 
passenger  train  between  Penovo  and  Erie.  He 
began  as  brakeman  and  rose  by  merit  to  the  re- 
sponsible pisition  of  passenger  conductor.  At  the 
time  he  left  the  Pennsylvania  service  he  rvas  of- 
fered an  appointment  in  the  passenger  service  of 
the  Baltimore  A Ohio  Company,  but  he  had  de- 
cided to  begin  business  on  his  OAvn  account,  and 
he  has  never  had  reason  to  regret  his  choice. 
In  1890  he  came  to  Sunbury,  where  lie  bought 
out  the  good-Avill,  stock  and  fixtures  of  ‘Jasper 
Slaymaker.  who  conducted  a shoe  findings  and 
harness  manufacturing  business.  He  carried  this 
on  successfully  for  a few  years,  but  in  the  mean- 
time he  had  discovered  a more  congenial  and  prof- 
itable field  in  the  shoe  dealing  line,  and.  he  ac- 
cordingly sold  out,  in  189'2,  to  Frank  Simpson 
(who  has  since  died).  That  year  he  opened  his 
present  store  at  X'o.'US'^  Market  street,  Sunbury, 
where  he  is  engaged  exclusivch'  as  a shoe  dealer, 
carrying  the  largest  line  of  footwear  in  the  bor- 
ough. He  handles  all  the  leading  makes,  and 
doing  a business,  of  large  proportions  is  able  to 
keep  a very  complete  line,  being  the  leading  mer- 
chant of  liis  kind  in  Sunbury.  His  customers 
come  from  a wide  territory  around  Sunbury. 

iMr.,  Long  is  best  known  as  a shoe  merchant 
in  and  around  Sunbury,  hut  he  has  not  confined 
his  energies  to  the  one  line  by  any  means,  being 
connected  Avirh  various  other  local  enterprises  of 
importance  to  thi'  community.  He  has  served  as 
president  of  the  Business  iMen's  Association,  has 
been  a director  of  the  Sunbury  X’ational  Bank 
since  lOOii.  and  has  to  some  extent  engaged  in 
real  estate  dealing,  Aviuning  a reputation  for  good 
judgment  in  all  Ids  \entures.  He  has  served  nine 


years  as  member  of  the  school  board  and  Avas 
treasurer  of  that  body.  In  political  faith  he  is 
a Democrat. 

In  1880  iUr.  Long  married  Lizzie  Leathers, 
daughter  of  John  Leathers,  who  lived  and  ilied 
in  tmion  county.  Pa.  They  have  had  two  clAil- 
dren ; Charles  ().,  Avho  graduated  from  Biicknell 
University,  at  Lewisburg,  l*a.,  in  the  civil  engi- 
neering course,  is  now  holding  a responsible  posi- 
tion in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  I’ailway 
Company,  stationed  at  Bellwood,  Pa. ; and  Flor- 
ence is  a graduate  of  Sunbury  high  school.  Mr. 
Long  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  at  Sunlmry.  Fraternally  he  is  a member 
of  True  Cross  Commandery,  X'o.  l'C2,  Knights  of 
Malta,  of  Sunbiuy. 

Davti)  D.  Iwaxg,  son  of  Samuel  C.  Long,  Avas 
liorn  Oct.  1-j,  18Gd,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  tlie 
home  farm,  the  ])lace  formerly  knoAvn  as  the  David 
Dunkellierger  faian  ( noAv  owned  hy  J.  F.  Dreibel- 
bies)  in  Little  Mahanoy  township.  "When  he  be- 
gan farming  on  his  OAvn  account  it  Avas  on  that 
property,  Avhere  he  lived  for  thirty-three  years, 
owning  it  for  ten  years.  He  farmed  it  one  year 
for  his  father,  for  whom  he  Avorked  until  he  Avas 
twenty-two  years  old.  In  1900  lie  purchased  his 
present  farm,  Avhich  then  consisted  of  H2  acres, 
forty-tAvo  of  which  he  has  since  sold.  It  is  lo- 
cated between  Line  Mountain  and  Mahanoy  creek, 
a quarter  of  a mile  east  of  Hunter  station.  This 
Avas  at  one  time  the  Jonathan  Dunkelberger  home- 
stead, but  Mr.  Long  purchased  it  from  Isaac  D. 
Baker.  The  present  owner  lias  made  a number 
of  im]n-ovement.s,  and  the  f.ne  lairn  on  the  place 
Avas  built  hy  him  in  190'3,  to  replace  one  destroyed 
hv  fire  the  evening  of  Jan'.  lOrh.  that  year;  the 
cause  of  the  fire  has  never  liecn  known.  Though 
Mr.  Long  has  never  served  an  apprenticeship'  at 
any  trade,  and  has  made  farming  his  principal 
busitiess,  he  is  a skilful  mechanic  in  various  lines, 
and  has  done  carpenter  work  for  many  in  his 
neighhorhood,  giving  the  utmost  satisfaction.  He 
has  also  Avorked  as  a stonemason,  lilacksmith  and 
liarber.  Besides  being  an  industrious  and  sub- 
stantial citizen,  he  has  proved  a most  useful  mem- 
ber of  his  community.  Avhere  he  has  served  nine 
consecutive  years  as  school  director  ( being  secre- 
tary of  the  board  eight  years  of  that  time)  and 
four  years  as  supervisor;  he  Avas  elected  to  the 
latter  office  Avhen  only  twenty-four  Acars  old.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  political  connection.  He  and 
his  family  are  members  of  Immanuel's  Evangeli- 
cal Imtheraii  Church  of  Little  IMahanoy,  of  which 
he  has  been  deacan,  elder  and  trustee. 

On  Mardi  '^S.  1889,  IMr.  Ia)ug  married  li.  Cora 
Kerstetter.  daughter  of  Felix  and  Elizabeth 
( Beadicll)  Kerstetter,  and  granddaughter  of  Pliil- 
ipand  Catharine  ( Eisenhart)  Kerstetter.  Mr.  and 
IMrs.  Ijong  have  had  a family  of  tai  children, 
namely:  Alvin  C.  (in  U.  S.  Nfiivy),  B.  Frederick 
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(atteiuliiig  SuuOury  liigli  scliool),  L.  Lizzie,  iMary 
M.,  Samuel  F.,  Joim  M.,  E.  Paul,  Catharine  L., 
Eva  J.  and  ,L  Daniel. 

Leonard  Kerstetter,  Mrs.  Long's  first  ancestor 
in  "N'ortluimherland  county,  was  an  early  settler 
in  the  western  part  of  Cameron  township.  He 
owned  a tract  of  forty-four  acres  on  which  he 
farmed,  erected  a house  and  barn  on  this  place, 
and  died  ageil  about  eighty  years.  He  is  buried 
in  Cameron  township.  In  1776  the  names  of 
Leonard  and  iMartin  Kerstetter  appear  among  the 
pioneers  of  iMahanoy  township,  but  in  the  first  as- 
sessment of  Cameron  township,  in  1814.  Leon- 
ard’s name  aj^pears  among  the  taxables.  His  name 
appears  in  1808  among  the  organizers  of  St. 
Jacob’s  Lntheran  and  Reformed  Church,  in  Up- 
per Mahanoy  township.  His  wife's  maiden  name 
was  Gerhard,  and  .she  is  buried  by  his  They 

hadVlargUfainily,  namely:  Leonard,  Phijjp,  John, 
George.  Daniel,  Michael,  Susan  (married  Peter 
Weigel),  Hannah  (married  John  Reiehard),  and 
Mary  Elizabeth  (Inarried  Michael  Derk  and  died 
in  May,  1898,  aged  one  hundred  years,  three 
months,  eighteen  days,  at  the  home  of  her  nephew, 
Simon  Peter  Kerstetter,  in  West  Cameron  town- 
ship ; she  is  buried  at  St.  Peter’s  Church  in  that 
township) . 

Leonard  Kerstetter  (2),  son  of  Leonard,  was 
a farmer  in  the  western  part  of  Cameron  town- 
ship, where  he  and  his  wife,  Barbara  (Heller), 
are  buried.  They  had  five  children:  John,  who 
died  young;  Simon  Peter;  Isaac;  Catharine,  who 
married  Daniel  Kraemer:  Salome,  who  married 
Solomon  Gottshall.  . 

Philip  lU’rstetter,  son  of  Leonard,  lived  at 
Trevortom  He  was  a farmer  for  some  years,  in 
his  later  life  hauling  coal.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, and  by  his  first  wife  (who  was  a Scldeigh) 
had  five  children.  Robert,  Elizabeth.  Sallie,  Henry 
(who  died  young)  and  Adam.  To  his  second  mar- 
riage, with  Catharine  (Eisenhart)  Stein,  widow 
of  Jonas  Stein,  were  born  three  children : Feli.x, 
Mary  and  Catharine. 

-John  Kerstetter,  son  of  Leonard,  was  a farmer 
in  Cameron  townsliij).  His  children  were:  John, 
Abraham,  Adam'.  Salome  and  Elizabeth. 

(George  Kerstetter,  son  of  Leonard,  was  a farm- 
er and  landowner  of  Cameron  township,  and  is 
buried  there.  His  wife  was  a Derek,  and  their 
children  were:  Daniel,  George  and  Levi. 

Daniel  Kerstetter,  son  of  Leonard,  lived  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Cameron  township,  near  Gowen 
City.  He  engaged  in  work  around  the  coal  mines. 
He  married  Lusenna  Wary,  and  among  their  chil- 
dren are  Alexander  and  Joseph. 

Michael  Kerstetter.  son  of  Leonard,  lived  in 
Bear  Valley,  two  miles  from  Shamokin.  where 
he  did  work  about  the  coal  mines.  He  married 
a Martz,  and  tliev  had  a large  family.  Their 


son  William  is  out  West.  Charles  v.'a.s  auntlier 
son. 

Simon  Peter  Kerstetter,  son  of  Leonard  (2)  and 
grandson  of  Leonard,  was  born  June  3,  1840, 
and  spent  most  of'  his  life  in  Cameron  town- 
ship, working  in  the  coal  mines.  On  April  15, 
1866,  he  married  Elizabeth  Hingham,  and  of  their 
four  children  three  are  deceased,  the  sur\ivor, 
Benjamin  Franklin  Kerstetter,  being  a farmer.  He 
sold  the  farm  in  Little  iifahanoy  and  moved  onto 
their  property  in  Cameron  township.  Benjamin 
F.  works  at  the  coal  mines  and  on  his  small  farm. 
He  married  R.  Agnes  Long,  and  their  children 
are:  Elizabeth,  Ijlo}d,  George,  Francis  and  Tre- 
tha  (now  deceased). 


BEXJAitiy  C.  Loxo,  son  of  John,  was  born  Dec. 
30,  1841;  and  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  near 
Augustaville  now  owned  l)v  Albert  Witmer.  He 
worked  for  his  parents  until  he  was  twenty-two 
years  old,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  the  place- 
of  his  father-in-law,  Samuel  Kelly,  in  Plum 
Creek  valley.  He  lived  and  farmed  there  from 
1863  until  his  retirement,  in  1901,  a period  of 
thirty-eight  years,  during  which  he  prospered  and 
acquired  the  farm,  which  consists  of  120  acres  of 
valuable  land  in  Rockefeller  township.  ‘ This  tract 
is  all  fertile,  level  land,  and  th.e  place  is  equipped 
with  fine,  large  buildings,  erected  by  Samuel  Kel- 
ly, who  was  one  of  the  thrifty  farmers  of  his  day 
in  that  vicinity;  he  was  a man  of  means  and  in- 
fluence in  his  neighborhood,  owning  considerable 
good  land,  including  the  farm  of  130  acres  ad- 
joining the  120-acre  tract  above  mentioned.  In 
1901,  when  he  gave  up  arduous  labor,  Mr.  Long 
moved  to  Sunburv,  where  he  lias  since  made  his 
home,  liut  he  still  retains  the  ownership  of  the 
farm,  which  he  rents  to  his  son  Samuel  E.  He 
also  owns  his  residence  at  No.  209  Catawissa 
avenue,  Sunburv. 

Mr.  Long  has  been  prominent  and'  active  in 
church  work  and  local  public  affairs.  He  served 
nineteen  comsecutive  years  as  school  director  of 
h’ockefeller  township,  having  been  elected  for  .seven 
terms  (twenty-one  years),  but  gave  up  the  lakt 
two  years  of  his  seventh  term  upon  his  removal 
to  Sunburv.  He  served  as  tax  collector  at  a pe- 
riod when  nearly  all  the  bills  were  paid  in  silver, 
and  when  out  on  a collecting  trip  would  put  the 
money  in  a bag  under  the  seat  of  his  buggy.  He 
and  his  family  were  long  leading  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Plum  Creek,  but  since  re- 
moving to  Sunburv  have  joined  the  church,  tlicre. 
IMr.  Long  has  held  many  church  offices,  and  has 
.served  a nunilier  of  terms  in  the  church  council. 
Wherever  he  is  known  his  opinion  is  valued  and 
his  advice  sought,  and  he  is  much  esteemed  by 
his  associates  in  every  relation  of  life. 

In  1862  Mr.  Ijong  married  Rosanna  It.  Kelly, 
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slaughter  of  Samuel  aud  Anua  Maria  (Miller) 
Kelly,  of  Eockefeller  township,  and  they  have  had 
.a  family  of  nine  children,  name!}’:  Anna  IMaria 
married  Charles  lle'ckert,  of  Eockefeller  township ; 
■Clara  E.  married  George  IM.  Hoffman,  of  Sun- 
bury.  Pa.;  Charity  L.  married  Calvin  X.  Furman 
.and  they  live  in  Sunbury;  Emma  T.  is  the  widow 
of  A.  Johnson  Savidge  and  lives  Avith  her  chil- 
dren in  Sunbury ; Samuel  E.  is  a resident  of  Eock- 
■efeller  township,  cultivating  his  father's  farm; 

■ Edna  E.  married  Harvey  Troutman,  of  Sunbury; 
John  F.  is  a farmer  of  Eockefeller  toAvnship; 
Edith  married  Charles  l^lalick  and  they  live  in 
Upper  Augusta  township ; Olive  married  Eugene 
Thomas  and  they  live  in  Sunbury. 

MICHAEL  P.  TIEEXEY,  attorney  at  law, 
■and  borough  solicitor  of  Xoidhumberland,  is  a na- 
tive of  that  place  who,  though  young,  has  made  a 
good  start  in  his  profession  and  bids  fair  to  take  an 
honorable  place  among  the  successful  lawyers  of 
his  section.  He  Avas  born  in  the  boro'agh  J an.  12, 
1884,  son  of  Michael  Tierney. 

Llichael  Tierney  was  born  Oct.  10,  1843,  in 
'Uounty  Galway,  Province  of  Connaught,  Ireland, . 
son  of  Patrick  and  Winifred  (Comer)  Tierney. 
In  1870  he  came  to  America,  making  his  first  lo- 
•cation  at  Danville,  in  Montour  county,  Pa.,  where 
lie  Avas  employed  in  the  iron  AA'orks,  living  and 
working  there  for  a year  and  a half.  He  next 
Avent  to  Scranton,  Avhere  he  remained  only  three 
months,  however,  thence  going  to  Oxford,  Warren 
Co.,  X.  J.,  Avhere  he  Avas  employed  for  three  years, 
until  a strike  broke  out.  It  was  then  he  came  to 
Xorthumberland,  in  1876,  his  father-in-law,  Pat- 
rick Carroll,  living  near,  at  XeAV  Berlin,  Pa.  Here 
he  has  since  made  his  home.  When  he  settled 
in  Xorthumberland  he  had  a little  money,  Avhich 
Tie  lost,  hoAvever,  through  no  fault  of  his  oavti, 
lending  it  to  a man  aaTio  Avas  sold  out  before  Dir. 
Tierney  could  make  his  claim.  For  fifteen  A'ears 
Mr.  Tierney  worked  for  the  Van  Alens,  iron- 
masters, as  a puddler,  after  which  he  was  given 
•'Charge  of  the  Taggart  mill  at  Xorthumberland. 
•continuing  there  until  Mr.  Taggart  died  and  the 
concern  dissoL'ed.  Mr.  Tierney  took  advantage 
•of  his  respite  from  Avork  to  make  a visit  to  his 
aged  mother,  aaTio  Avas  then  about  eighty  years 
-old,  but  after  he  had  been  back  home  only  tivo 
weeks  he  Avas  summoned  to  return  to  Xorthumber- 
land, where  he  Avas  appointed  Avatchnian  at  the 
cap  factory.  This  establishment  Avas  destroyed 
by  fire  in  1909,  since  Avhen  he  has  lived  retired. 
He  and  his  family  occupy  a nice  residence  at  the 
-corner  of  Second  and  Orange  streets,  Xorthumber- 
land. 

In  1873  Mr.  Tierney  married  Annie  Carroll, 
daughter  of  Patrick  and  Susan  (Doonen)  Car- 
roll,  of  XcAv  Berlin,  Pa.  She  died  in  June,  1907, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-t\A'o  years,  and  was  buried  in 


St.  Joseph  cemetery,  at  Danville,  Pa.  Eleven 
children  Avere  born  to  this  union,  namely:  Patrick, 
James,  Diary,  Thomas,  Minnie  (deceased), 
Dlichael  P.,  Sue,  Catherine,  John,  Harr}^  and 
Daniel.  The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church  at  Sunbury. 

Dlichael  P.  Tierney  received  his  literary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  the  borough  of  Xorth- 
uniberland,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in 
1901.  In  1903  he  became  a clerk  in  the  employ 
of  the  Trolley  .Company  in  the  office  of  S.  P.  Wol- 
verton,  at  Sunbury,  and  in  time  began  reading 
laAv  in  the  same  office,  being  admitted  to  the 
Xorthumberland  county  bar  Oct.  12,  1907.  Mean- 
time, in  February,  1907,  he  had  been  elected  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  of  the  borough  ; in  1908  he  Avas 
elected  attorney  for  the  borough,  and  is  also  bor- 
ough solicitor.  Thus  he  found  a field  immediately 
for  legal  practice,  and  in  addition  to  his  public 
duties  he  has  had  considerable  private  Avork,  having 
a steadily  growing  patronage.  He  has  his  office 
in  the  Morgan  building  at  Xorthumberland.  Hard- 
Avorking  and  enterprising,  he  has  every  prospect  of 
an  actiA'e  future. 

On  July  18,  1910,  Mr.  Tierney  married  Eau 
Mailey,  daughter  of  John  H.  DIailey,  postmaster 
of  Xorthumberland.  He  is  a member  of  St.  Mi- 
chaeFs  Catholic  Church  at  Sunbury. 

JOHX  K.  HETEICK,  who  lives  near  the 
Wolfs  Cross  Eoad  Church  in  Eockefeller  town- 
ship, has  been  a prosperous  farmer  and  Avell  knoAA’n 
office  holder  of  that  township  for  many  years.  He 
Avas  born  May  29,  1854,  in  LoAver  DIahanoy  toAA'n- 
ship,  this  county,  and  belongs  to  an  old  Pennsyl- 
vania family.  His  remarkalde  memory  has  en- 
abled him  to  learn  by  heart  the  complete  record 
of  the  family  from  the  time  of  his  great-grand- 
father, Philip  (or  John  Philip)  Hetrick. 

There  is  a tradition  that  the  early  Hetrick  or 
Hetrich  family  of  Xorthumberland  county.  Pa., 
Avas  first  located  in  Berks  county,  this  State,  where 
in  1759  one  William  Hettrich  Avas  a taxable  of 
Bern  toAvnship,  paying  a Federal  tax  of  eight 
pounds.  It  is  likely  that  this  William  Hettrich 
was  the  father  or  an  elder  brother  of  Philip  Het- 
rich (Hettrich),  a pioneer  of  Washington  town- 
ship. X'orthumberland  county.  It  is  certain  the 
family  is  one  of  long  standing  in  Pennsylvania, 
as  the  Pennsylvania  Archives  recoi'd  the  names 
of  Christopher  and  Xicholas  Hettrich  among  the 
immigrants  to  the  Province  before  1750.  The 
probability  is  that  Christopher,  Xicholas.  William 
and  Philip  AA'ere  brothers,  and  that  they  first  set- 
tled in  Berks  count}’,  William  I'emaining  there. 
In  1778,  in  the  list  of  taxablcs  of  Dlahanov  toAvn- 
ship,  Avhich  then  embraced  all  that  part  of  Xorth- 
umberland  county  south  of  Line  Mountain,  are 
found  the  names  of  Xicholas  and  Christopher 
Hettrich,  natiA’cs  of  Germany. 
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Philip  Ilt'trieh  (llettrich)  'was  a pioneer  of 
what  is  now  Washington  township,  where  the 
family  has  since  been  well  represented.  In  the 
communion  list  (April  12,  1S18)  of  the  Lutheran 
congregation  of  the  Himmel  Church  there  the 
name  is  conspicuous.  It  is  likely  Philip  was  one 
of  the  four  Ilettrichs  above  mentioned  and  the 
same  person  who  landed  at  Philadelphia  from  the 
ship  “Louisa”  Oct.  3,  1753. 

John  Philip  Hetrick,  great-grandfather  of  John 
K.  Hetrick,  was  born  July  21,  1785,  and  died 
March  1,  1853.  He  lived  in  what  is  now  Washing- 
ton township,  Xorthumberland  county,  owning 
and  occupying  the  property  where  his  grandson, 
Daniel  HetricL,  later  resided,  now  owned  by  Henry 
Kabel.  He  and  his  wife,  Catharine  (Eeitz),  born 
Oct.  21,  1786,  died  June  25,  1851,  are  buried 
in  the  old  cemetery  at  the  Himmel  Church  in  that 
township.  Among  their  children  were : Michael, 

Nicholas,  Mrs.  Abraham  Deppen,  Mrs.  Henry 
Hoffman  and  Daniel. 

John  Hetrick,  son  of  John  Philip  Hetrick,  was 
a native  of  Washington  township,  followed  farm- 
ing, owning  the  property  where  Charles  Hetrick 
now'  lives,  and  shortly  before  his  death  retired, 
moving  to  the  Himmel  Church  locality.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty- five  years  and  is  buried  at 
HimmePs  Church.  His  first  wife,  Catharine 
(Snyder),  died  long  before  him,  and  he  subse- 
quently married  her  sister  Elizabeth.  All  his  chil- 
dren were  by  the  first  marriage,  namely : Daniel ; 
Peter,  of  Punxsutawney,  Pa.;  John,  who  died  on 
the  homestead;  "William,  who  died  in  Washington 
township;  Samuel,  of  LTpper  Mahanoy  toivnship ; 
and  Sarah,  who  married  John  Hoffman. 

Daniel  Hetrick,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  what 
is  now  Washington  to  warship,  and  there  passed 
all  his  life,  owning  and  living  upon  the  farm 
which  is  now  the  property  of  Henry  Kabel.  He 
had  a tract  of  121  acres.  Mr.  Hetrick  was  a tan- 
ner as  well  as  farmer,  having  a tannery  on  his 
farm  which  he  conducted  for  many  years.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  and  is  buried  at  the 
Himmel  Church,  of  rvhich  he  was  a Lutheran 
member.  For  ten  years  he  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  he  was  one  of  the  first  board  of 
school  directors  of  Washington  tow'iiship,  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  that  position  wlien  the  public 
school  system  of  the  toumship  was  established,  in 
1870.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat.  His  wife, 
Susanna  (Kramer),  died  about  two  years  before 
him.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children : 
James  was  an  invalid  and  lived  at  hoiue  until  his 
death;  John  K.  is  mentioned  below;  Clara  M. 
married  Wilson  Pcbuck;  Charles  died  in  Wash- 
ington township ; Frank  met  his  death  in  the 
Klondyke,  where  he  was  frozen  to  death  with  nine 
other  men;  Elizabeth  (deceased)  married  F.  L. 
Kehres;  Catharine  is  the  w'idow^  of  Eobert  Gar- 
man;  Ellen  married  iMartin  Kehres;  Lewis  is  a 


resident  of  Sunbury,  Pa. ; Daniel  lives  in  the 
borough  of  Northumberland;  Ida  died  in  infancy. 

John  K.  Hetrick  worked  for  his  father  in  the 
tannery  and  on  the  farm.  IVlien  a } outh  of  seven- 
teen he  commenced  to  learn  the  trade  of  plasterer, 
w'hich  he  has  followed  off  and  on  ever  since,  at 
present  taking  contracts,  ip  the  fulfillment  of 
W'hich  he  gives  employment  to  several  men.  Ilia 
work  in  that  line  is  principally  in  Sunbuiy  and 
the  vicinity.  After  his  marriage  he  w'ent  to  w'ork 
for  his  uncle  Elias  in  Lower  Augusta  township, 
in  the  tannery,  where  he  had  been  employed  for  twO’ 
years  when  his  uncle  died.  He  has  since  resided 
in  Eockefeller  towmship,  where  he  owns  two  tracts 
of  land,  the  smaller  comprising  twelve  acres,  upon 
which  his  buildings  are  located.  The  other  con- 
tains forty  acres,  near  by.  In  1907  Mr.  Hetrick 
remodeled  his  residence,  and  he  has  made  many 
improvenients,  of  various  kinds,  upon  his  property. 
He  is  a thrifty  and  systematic  Avorker,  and  has 
prospered  deservedly  in  his  undertakings.  Though 
busy  with  his  own  affairs  he  has  found  time  to 
take  part  in  the  work  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  his  locality  and  has  also  been  called  upon  to 
fdl  a number  of  public  positions,  having  served 
six  years  as  school  director  and  eighteen  years  con- 
secutiA'ely  as  assessor.  With  his  family  he  belongs 
to  the  Emanuel  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at 
Wolf’s  cross  road,  in  the  Avork  of  which  he  has  long 
been  active,  having  served  in  the  church  council 
and  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunda.y  school  for  a 
considerable  length  of  time. 

On  May  29,  1872,  Mr.  Hetrick  married  Amanda 
Kehres,  daughter  of  William  and  Catharine  (Erd- 
raan)  Kehres,  of  Washington  toAvnship,  and  four 
children  have  been  born  to  them ; Theda  V. 
married  Curtis  Hummel  and  died  about  one  A'ear 
after  her  marriage;  Eosa  F.  married  Charles  E. 
.Schreffler  and  they  live  in  Eockefeller  tow'nship ; 
Sapora  married  Charles  Bobb  and  they  live  in 
Sunbury;  Samuel  0.  died  Avhen  six  months  old. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetrick  have  adopted  and  reared 
five  other  children : William  Sultzbach,  w'ho  is 

now  in  Nebraska;,  Galen  Hoffman  and  William 
Kehres.  both  now  in  Sunbury;  Dean  Brosius,  born 
April  15,  1895,  w'ho  still  liA'es  with  them;  and 
Margaret  Greggson,  Avho  is  still  in  their  hospitable 
home. 

HIEA^I  M.  HAAS,  of  Sunbury,  farmer,  trucker 
and  florist,  is  a pro.sperous  business  man  Avho  has 
been  actiA'e  in  various  lines  during  his  busy  life 
and  has  made  a substantial  success.  He  has  serA'- 
ed  in  various  public  offices  and  has  proved  a good 
citizen  in  every  capacity  in  which  his  ability  and 
integritv  have  been  tested. 

Mr.  Haas  is  a grandson  of  Lawrence  Haas,  Avho- 
lived  in  Jackson  toAvnship,  Northumberland  coun- 
ty. He  Avas  possessed  at  one  time  of  considerable 
)neans,  nearly  all  of  which  he  lost  going  security 
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for  supposed  friends.  He  died  early  in  August, 
1803,  and  his  administrator  rvas  one  Daniel  Haas, 
probably  a son.  Among  his  children  were;  John 

5.  ; Isaac,  who  lived  and  died  in  Jackson  town- 
ship; Daniel,  who  was  a miller  and  farmer  in 
XYw  Y'ork  State;  iMrs.  Smith;  and  Harriet,  who 
married  Jacob  Bower. 

John  S.  Haas,  son  of  Lawrence,  was  born  iMay 

6,  1810,  in  Xorthumberland  county  and  received 
a common  school  education.  He  resided  in  Ha- 
hanoy  and  Jackson  toMuships  until  1850,  when  he 
moved  to  LTpper  Augusta  township  and  there  in 
1856  purchased  the  McCarthy  & Davis  mill,  then 

.known  as  the  Sunbury  mill  property,  but  since 
knorvn  as  Haas’s  mill.  There  he  lived  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days,  following  milling  and  also 
farming,  to  which  he  had  been  reared,  until  his 
retirement,  and  accumulating  a comfortable 
property  by  industry,  good  management  and  hon- 
orable dealing.  He  was  unassuming  and  mingled 
little  with  his  fellowmen,  but  he  was  universally 
respected,  and  he  held  several  local  offices,  serving 
as  school  director  and  for  many  years  as  overseer 
of  the  poor.  When  a young  man  he  joined  a militia 

■ company  and  became  quite  prominent  in  that  con- 
nection, rising  to  the  rank  of  major  and  later  to 
that  of  colonel ; he  made  a commanding  appear- 
ance, especially  upon  horseback,  and  attracted 
much  attention  upon  public  occasions.  His  death, 
which  was  caused  by  paralysis,  occurred  Xov.  30, 
1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

On  Dec.  6,  1835,  Mr.  Haas  married  Margaret 
Deppen,  who  was  born  March  4,  1812,  near  IVom- 
elsdorf,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  Dec.  13,  1887. 
IMr.  and  Mrs.  Haas  were  members  of  the  German 
Eefornied  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. Socially  he  belonged  to  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried 
in  Pomfret  Manor  cemetery.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy 
excep.t  Hiram  ]\I. 

Hiram  M.  Haas  was  born  March  4,  1846,  in 
Jackson  township,  and  was  in  his  fifth  year  when 
his  parents  settled  at  the  i\rill  property  in  Upper 
Augusta  township,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sun- 
bury. He  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  borough  and  at  the  ilissionary  Insti- 
tute at  Selinsgrove,  this  county,  which  he  left  in 
1867,  later  attending  the  Eastman  Business  Col- 
lege at  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  for  five  months.  From 
early  life  he  assisted  his  father  and  was  long  as- 
sociated with  him  in  the  management  of  his  affairs, 
also  conducting  the  milk  for  a time  on  his  own 
account.  It  was  equipped  with  a full  roller  system 
and  known  as  the  Sunbury  Poller  Mills.  After  his 
fathers  death  he  leased  the  mill  and  again  took 
up  farming,  in  which  he  had  been  previously  in- 
terested, subsequently  operating  the  mill  again. in 
connection  with  his  agricultural  operations,  making 


higli-grade  flour  bv  steam,  water  and  roller  pro- 
cesses. He  found  the  mill  very  profitable,  there 
being  a ready  market  for  the  products,  wdiich  had 
an  excellent  reputation.  Mr.  Haas  lives  in  Ea-^t 
Sunbury,  on  Haas  avenue  (named  in  his  honor), 
where  he  built  the  “Haas  mansion’’  in  1800,  and 
he  has  large  interests  in  and  out  of  the  borough. 
He  has  seventy-five  acres  of  land  to  the  cast  of 
Sunbury,  most  of  it  now  included  in  the  borough, 
and  is  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  same  as  a 
general  farmer,  truck  gardener  and  florist.  The 
Susquehanna  Silk  Mills  are  located  on  this  proper- 
ty. He  also  has  a farm  of  165  acres  in  Upper 
Augusta  township,  which  he  rents.  His  interests 
are  extensive  and  he  devotes  the  greater  part  of 
the  time  to  their  management,  being  one  of  the 
prominent  business  men  of  his  section  of  Sunbury, 
which  .was  formerly  known  as  Purdytown  and 
formed  an  independent  borough  before  its  annex- 
ation. His  home  is  included  in  what  is  now  the 
Xinth  ward.  However,  with  ail  his  numerous  pri- 
vate interests,  he  has  found  time  for  valuable 
public  service,  having  served  three  terms  as  school 
director  of  what  was  then  Purdytown,  a member 
for  two  terms  of  the  East  Sunbury  council,  town- 
ship auditor  three  successive  terms,  and  recorder. 
In  political  sentiment  he  is  a Democrat,  with  in- 
dependent inclinations.  Mr.  Haas  was  for  some 
years  affiliated  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  Ivnights  of 
PHliias  and  Royal  Arcanum  at  Sunbury. 

In  1870  Mr.  Haas  married  Luzetta,  daughter 
of  John  Hull,  a merchant  of  Snydertown,  this 
county,  and  to  them  have  been  born  children  as  fol- 
lows: John  F.,  of  Sunbury,  who  married  Harriet 
0.  Detrich,  of  Sunbury;  Edward  L.,  of  Sunbury, 
who  died  in  August,  1910,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
seven  years;  Isaac  J.,  of  Sunbury,  married  to  Amy 
E.  Fasold,  of  that  borough;  Bessie  3Iay:  Hiram 
W.,  of  Sunbury;  Mary  Margaret;  Essie  3Iabel; 
AYllie  Jane,  and  Marian  Valeria. 

DAXIEL  ST.  CLAIR  was  a native  of  Scotland, 
and  came  to  America  when  twelve  years  old.  He 
was  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  was 
ilrurn  major,  and  the  four  fingers  of  his  left 
hand  were  shot  off  in  the  war.  He  was  a scholar 
and  a good  penman  and  taught  school.  His 
wife  had  a property  in  Lower  Augusta  township 
which  Jack  Smith  now  owns,  and  MTlliam  Wynn 
owns  another  part  of  the  old  St  Clair  holdings. 
!Mr.  St.  Clair  married  Isabella  Auchniudv,  a daugli- 
ter  of  Arthur  and  Sarah  (l\Iills)  Auchmudy,  pio- 
neers of  the  county.  Daniel  and  Isabella  St.  Clair 
are  buried  at  Fisher’s  Ferry.  Their  children  were  : 
Daniel,  David,  Casper,  George,  Abraham,  Sarali. 
Anna,  Lydia,  and  a son  whose  name  is  forgotten. 

Daniel  St.  Clair  lived  on  rented  land.  He  i.s 
buried  in  upper  Dauphin  county.  By  his  first 
wife,  Katie  Hubb,  he  had  two  children,  Sarah 
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and  Yddter.  To  his  second  union,  with  Betzy 
Dietrich,  were  born : Hiram,  Washington,  Isa- 

bella, and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

David  St.  Clair  lived  and  died  at  the  Cart 
House.  H^  was  well-to-do.  He  married  Amelia 
Eeider,  and  they  had  a son  George. 

Casper  St.  Clair  married  i\Iary  Clymer,  from 
Berks  county,  Pa.  For  a time  they  rented,  and 
later  lived  along  the  mountain  in  Lower  Augusta 
township.  They  are  buried  at  the  iMethodist 
Church.  They  had  children  as  follows  : J eremiah 
died  in  Shamokin;  Isabella,  born  Oct.  11,  1833,  is 
still  living,  the  widow  of  Eobert  Smith;  Sarah 
Jane  married  Charles  Eeader  ; Mary  E.  married 
Alvin  Eeader;  Andrew  J.  died  in  Custer  count}'. 
Pa.,  in  October,  1909,  aged  seventy-two  years. 

. George  St.  Clair  lived  in  Schuylkill  County,  Pa., 
and  St.  Clair,  in  that  county,  was  named  after 
him.  He  married  Polly  Dietrich,  and  among  their 
children  were  Matilda  and  Mary. 

Abraham  St.  Clair  lived  at  Wilkes-Barre.  He 
entered  the  army  and  sold  liis  property  for  $1,500, 
though  it  was  worth  much  more,  being  rich  coal 
land.  His  wife  was  Ellen  Courtright,  and  their 
youngest  child  was  Butler  St.  Clair. 

JOHX  JACOB  PEIFEE,  late  of  Shamokin, 
who  was  engaged  in  the  leather  and  boot  and  shoe 
business  at  the  corner  of  Arch  and  Market  streets, 
had  an  extensive  trade,  supplying  most  of  the  shoe- 
makers in  his  section.  He  was  a substantial  busi- 
ness man  and  a respected  citizen,  one  of  the  best 
known  residents  of  the  western  section  of  the  bor- 
ough. 

Mr.  Peifer  was  the  third  of  his  name  in  direct 
line,  being  a son  of  John  Jacob  Peifer  and  a grand- 
son of  Jolm  Jacob  Pfeifer  (as  the  name  was  orig- 
inally spelled),  who  was  born  Feb.  28,  1809,  in 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  and  came  to  America  in 
1852,  making  the  voyage  in  a sailing  vessel.  He 
was  married  in  Germany  to  Barbara  Ziegler,  a 
native  of  that  country,  born  Jan.  19,  1806.  and 
his  wife  and  family  accompanied  him  to  the  United 
States.  They  landed  at  Xew  YMrk,  later  com- 
ing to  Pennsylvania  and  locating  in  Shamokin, 
where  Mr.  Pfeifer  found  work  at  the  mines.  For 
some  time  before  his  death  Mr.  Pfeifer  had  his 
home  at  Weigh  Scales,  near  Shamokin,  where  he 
died  June  20,  1863;  his  wife  died  Dec.  3,  1868, 
and  both  are  buried  at  the  Blue  Church,  of  which 
they  were  members.  Their  children  were  John 
Peter,  John  Jacob,  Barbara  and  Magdalena  (mar- 
ried Patrick  Mackin). 

John  Jacob  Peifer,  son  of  John  Jacob,  was  born 
Nov.  19,  1835,  at  the  town  of  Beringer,  in  Wurtem- 
berg, Germany.  He  was  in  his  seventeenth  year 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  America,  and 
he  was  employed  at  Shamokin  and  at  Allegheny 
City  before  settling  at  Weigh  Scales,  near  Shamo- 
kin, where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Pennsyl- 


vania Eailroad  Company.  He  began  as  a repair- 
man, later  became  a fireman  and  in  tune  an  en- 
gineer, being  employed  in  the  latter  capacity  until 
he  met  his  death.  May  6,  1869,  at  Brady,  this 
county.  The  boiler  of  his  engine  exploded,  throw- 
ing him  into  the  adjacent  bushes,  and  life  was  ex- 
tinct when  he  was  found.  He  was  a popular  and 
well  liked  man,  and  had  proved  a loyal  citizen  of 
his  adopted  country,  serving  in  the  Union  army 
during  the  Civil  war. 

Mr.  Peifer  married  Anna  Maria  Bader,  avIio 
was  born  Sept.  18,  1812,  near  the  town  of  Dettin- 
gen,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  daughter  of  Jolm 
George  and  Christina  (Bossart)  Bader,  and  came 
to  America  when  nineteen  years  old.  Three  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union:  John  Jacob;  Mary 
Christina,  born  Aug.  27,  1866,  who  inarried  Peter 
Mans  and  .has  one  child.  Dr.  John  P. ; and  Anna 
Dorothy,  born  Xov.  21,  1868,  who  married  Charles 
Martin.  After  Mr.  Peifer's  death  his  widow  mar- 
ried John  Michael  Sheese  (Schiesc),  a native  of 
Germany,  who  died  at  Shamokin  Feb.  5,  1877.  Mrs. 
Sheese  still  survives,  making  her  home  in  Shamo- 
kin. By  her  second  marriage  she  had  children  a ; 
follows : Elizabeth  C.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Elmer 

Long ; Eev.  George  P.,  a Presbyterian  minister 
formerly  located  at  Montgomery,  Pa.,  who  recently 
moved  to  Oklahoma,  where  he  is  engaged  as  a 
printer,  and  Frederieka  Matilda,  married  to  John 
Henry  Weitenhafer. 

Jolm  Jacob  Peifer  was  born  Oct.  27,  1861,  at 
Mount  Carmel,  Northumberland  county,  and  he 
began  work  as  many  boys  in  this  region  have  done, 
picking  slate  at  the  mines.  He  was  thus  engaged 
during  the  summer  season,  in  the  winter  months 
attending  public  school.  \Vhen  fifteen  years  old 
he  went  to  learn  shoemaking,  which  trade  he  fol- 
lowed from  that  time  until  1884,  in  which  year 
he  returned  to  the  mines.  But  after  a comparative- 
ly brief  experience  in  his  former  line  he  resumed 
shoemakiug,  in  which  he  was  ever  after  interested. 
In  1898  he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account, 
as  a boot  and  shoe  dealer  and  manufacturer,  and  he 
established  a large  business,  having  all  the  most 
modern  equipment  and  conveniences  for  facilitat- 
ing his  work.  He  also  dealt  in  leather  and  find- 
ings, supplying  almost  all  the  shoemakers  in  this 
section. 

Hi.s  profitable  and  constantly  widening  trade 
was  the  best  comment  upon  his  business  methods. 
Mr.  Peifer  died  April  23,  1911,  and  was  buried 
in  Shamokin  cemetery. 

iMr.  Peifer  was  a Eepublican  in  politics  and  ac- 
tive in  borough  affairs,  having  served  nine  years 
as  councilman,  and  as  school  director  for  some 
time,  from  the  Third  .ward.  Socially  he  belonged 
to  the  Knights  of  Malta,  P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  Maccabees.  He  was  a 
member  of  St.  John's  German  Eefoimed  Church, 
and  a member  of  the  choir.  A man  of  genial  and 
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charitable  dispositiou,  he  enjoyed  the  friendship 
and  good  will  of  a wide  circle. 

i\Ir.  Peifer  married  Isabella  Otto,  granddaughter 
of  William  Otto,  -a  farmer  of  Schuylkill  county, 
who  died  in  1830 ; his  wife  was  ]\Iargaret  Kessler. 
Henry  Otto,  son  of  William,  was  born  in  Schuyl- 
kill county  June  21,  1825,  and  is  now  a resident 
of  Shamokin.  He  married  (first)  Catharine  Artz, 
by  whom  he  had  eight  children,  and  by  his  second 
union,  to  Mary  Pager,  he  had  a family  of  eleven, 
of  whom  Mrs.  Peifer  was  one. 

■ JEREMIAH  LOWER,  a retired  citizen  of  Sun- 
bury,  has  been  a resident  of  that  borough  for  the 
past  twenty  years,  and  until  his  retirement  in  1906 
was  a successful  business  man.  He  is  a native  of 
Dauphin  county,  born  near  the  Northumberland 
county  line  Oct.  2,  1845. 

Michael  Lower  (Lauer),  his  grandfather,  a na- 
tive of  Schwartzwald,  Germany,  was  one  of  four 
brothers,  all  then  unmarried,  wlio  came  to  Ameri- 
ca, and  he  located  in  Dauphin  county;  another 
brother  settled  near  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  another  in 
the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  while  of  the  fourth 
nothing  was  ever  known  after  his  arrival  in  this 
country.  Michael  Lower  owned  a large  tract  of  land 
on  the  north  side  of  IMahantango  mountain,  near 
Malta  (Vera  Cruz),  and  there  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  his  death.  He  was  a Lutheran  in  re- 
ligion, and  is  buried  at  Zion’s  (Stone  Valley) 
Church.  (One  !Michael  Lauer,  buried  at  that 
church,  was  born  Feb.  1,  1T81,  and  died  July  13, 
1831.)  His  wife  survived  him  a number  of  years. 
They  had  children  as  follows;  William  was  the 
father  of  Jeremiah  Lower;  Jacob  settled  in  Juniata 
county.  Pa. ; Michael  died  near  Mahantango,  Pa. ; 
Daniel  located  at  Brookville,  Ogle  Co.,  111.,  where 
he  died;  John  died  in  the  Lykens  Valley  March 
6,  1901,  aged  ninety-two  years,  eight  months, 
three . days  (his  wife,  Elizabeth,  died  Sept.  28, 
1891,  aged  seventy-four  years,  sixteen  days)  ; Eliza- 
beth married  John  A.  Snyder;  Rebecca  married 
(first)  Abraham  Fr^unoyer  and  (second)  John  A. 
Snyder,  whose  first  wife  was  her  older  sister,  Eliza- 
beth; Polly  married  John  Chroyer. 

William  Lower  was  born  in  1815  and  died  in 
Augrrst,  1819,  on  the  old  liomestead.  He  was  a 
Lutheran  in  religious  faith  and  is  buried  at  the 
Stone  Valley  church.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
blacksmith,  which  he  followed,  and  also  farmed  on 
the  old  homestead.  His  wife,  Julia  Zerbe,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Zerbe,  of  Lower  Dlahanoy  township, 
died  Feb.  28,  1901,  aged  seventy-nine  years.  They 
were  the  parents  of  two  children,  Jeremiah  and 
Matilda,  the  latter  dying  in  infancy. 

Jeremiah  Lower  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  locality  where  he  had  his 
early  home  and  at  the  ^lissionarv  Institute,  Selin.s- 
grove.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  which  he  fol- 
lowed until  he  reached  the  age  of  forty-one  years. 


cultivating  land  in  Northumberland  county;  mean- 
while he  also  conducted  a butcher  business  for  some 
time  in  the  village  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  Lower  Dla- 
hanoy  township.  When  he  gave  up  farming  he 
settled  at  Weigh  Scales,  this  county,  at  which 
place  he  conducted  the  “State  Road  Hotel”  (then 
known  as  “Hensyl’s  Hotel”)  for  about  two  years, 
in  1889  moving  to  Ashland,  Schuylkill  county, 
where  he  was  proprietor  of  the  ‘’Central  Hotel” 
for  a year.  In  March,  1890,  he  settled  in  Sunlmry, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  For  seven 
years  he  conducted  the  "Packer  House”  in  this 
borough,  in  1896  buying  the  saddlery  and  hard- 
ware business  to  which  he  subsequently  gave  his 
attention  until  his  retirement,  conducting  same 
for  a period  of  nine  years.  Mr.  Lower  manufac- 
tured and  dealt  in  all  kinds  of  custom  and  factory 
made  harness,  saddlery  hardware  and  shoe  find- 
ings, handling  a superior  line  of  goods.  Those  of 
his  own  manufacture  were  of  the  highest  grade. 
He  made  any  kind  of  harness,  doing  the  work  in 
the  most  approved  manner  and  the  mounting  as 
desired,  and  carried  a most  comprehensive  stock — 
everything  needed  in  the  stable.  He  gave  special 
attention  to  repair  worlc,  and  enjoyed  an  excellent 
patronage.  His  store  was  at  No.  506  Market 
street.  Mr.  Lower  has  taken  a deep  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  adopted  liome,  and  has  served  two 
years  in  the  borough  council.  Ele  is  a Republican 
in  political  opinion. 

In  1886  Dir.  Lower  married  Wilhelmina  Witmer, 
daughter  of  Isaac  Witmer,  of  Lower  Mahanoy 
township,  and  six  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  William  R.  is  a resident  of  Sunbury; 

Julia  V.  married  James  R.  Brosius  and  after  his 
death  married  (second)  G.  W.  Floyd,  who  is  in  the 
Federal  service,  and  they  live  at  Capitol  Heights, 
Did. ; Sarah  A.  is  the  wife  of  A.  J.  Kautfman  and 
they  live  in  Rockefeller  township,  this  county: 
Mary  E.  married  Frank  Weiser,  of  Sunburv; 
Susan  E.  and  Laura  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Lower  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
New  Lutheran  Church  in  Sunbury.  He  has  al- 
ways been  an  interested  church  worker,  and  has 
given  many  years’  service  in  the  councils  of  the 
different  churches  with  which  he  has  been  iden- 
tified at  the  various  places  in  which  he  has  I’o- 
sided. 

JOHN  W.  ZERBE,  postmaster  at  Shamokin, 
Northumbei-land  county,  bears  a name  which  has 
been  known  in  this  section  from  the  time  his 
grandfather  came  hither  out  of  Berks  county, 
founding  a family  which  has  ever  since  been  count- 
ed among  the  worthy  citizens  of  the  region  and 
in  whose  honor  a townsfiip  has  been  named.  Zerbe 
valley  and  Zerbe  run  also  help  to  perpetuate  the 
name,  and  there  is  a Zerby  in  Center  county  doubt- 
less of  the  same  oriyin.  The  Zerlto  Valley  Rail- 
road. a line  fifteen  Jiiiles  long,  was  incorporated 
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Sept.  T,  1S6T,  and  became  a part  of  the  Phiiadel- 
phia  & Eeading  s_ystem  in  1871. 

Among  the  registered  passengers  who  came  over 
in  the  early  days  appear  the  names  of  John  Philip 
Zerbe,  Martin  Zcrbe  and  Lorenz  Zerbe,  brothers, 
who  accx)rding  to  Pupp's  ‘'30.000  ImmigTants'’ 
made  the  passage  together  in  1710,  coming  across 
with  the  Huguenots.  Lorenz  Zerbe  settled  that 
year  at  Schoharie,  N.  Y.,  and  in  17'20-2'2  was  one 
of  those  who  emigrated  tlience  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  settled  on  the  Tulpehocken  creek,  be- 
tween what  are  now  Womelsdorf  and  Bernville, 
Berks  count}'.  He  had  one  son  who  is  of  record, 
John  Zerbe,  who  in  1761  built  a mill  on  the  Tul- 
pehocken creek  which  was  in  operation  until  burn- 
ed, about  five  years  ago  (the  letter  from  whiclr 
most  of  this  information  was  taken  was  wiitton 
Nov.  23,  1909)  ; the  corner  stone  bearing  the  date 
was  still  in  the  wall  a short  time  ago. 

It  is  the  general  contention  of  those  who  have 
been  collecting  family  records  that  all  of  the 
Zerbes  in  this  country  are  descended  from  this 
John  Zerbe  (son  of  Lorenz)  and  his  two  wives 
(lie  married  Catarina  Stup  June  4,  1744),  his 
children  numbering  twenty-four  in  all,  twenty 
sons  and  four  daughters.  Some  hold  that  the 
Zerbes  are  not  all  his  descendants,  but  that  they 
come  from  the  three  immigrant  brothers  men- 
tioned; but  up  to  this  time  no  record  has  been 
unearthed  to  show  that  John  Philip  and  iMartin 
Zerbe,  the  two  brothers  who  accompanied  Lorenz, 
were  ever  married.  A great  number,  however, 
from  various  States,  have  been  traced  back  to  the 
twenty  sons  of  John,  and  though  many  spellings 
of  the  name  are  found  in  the  different  branches 
of  the  family — Zerbe,  Zerbey,  Zerby,  Zerbo,  Zerba, 
Zerbee — all  who  bear  it  are  supposed  to  be  his 
posterity.  In  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury many  of  the  name  went  West,  settling  in  Ohio, 
Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  etc.,  so 
that  its  representatives  are  now  scattered  well  over 
the  country,  and  they  are  found  in  the  professions 
as  well  as  among  agricultural  and  mechanical 
workers.  As  to  the  origin  of  the  name,  it  is  found 
in  France,  spelled  Zerbo : and  in  1505  one  Gabriel 
Zerbi,  an  Italian  anatomist,  wrote  a work  entitled 
Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body,”  a copy  of  which 
may  be  found  in  the  Astor  Library,  in  New  York 
City. 

Daniel  Zerbe,  great-grandfather  of  John  W. 
Zerbe,  of  Shamokin.  came  to  this  region  from  Berks 
county  by  wagon  and  was  among  the  early  settlers 
in  what  is  now  Lower  l\ralianoy  township.  He 
lived  about  two  miles  from  what  is  now  Dalmatia. 
He  is  buried  at  the  Stone  Amlley  church  in  Lower 
Mahanoy  township.  To  liim  and  his  wife,  Maria, 
were  born  eight  children : Thomas,  the  grand- 

father of  John  W.  Zerbe:  Joseph,  who  died  in 
Dalmatia.  Northumberland  county;  John,  who 
died  in  Stone  ATdley  (he  Pft  no  posterity)  ; Daniel, 


who  died  unmarried  : George,  who  died  at  George- 
town, Northumberland  county  (he  married  Fibbie 
Spengel,  and  two  of  their  children  survive,  John 
and  Ellen)  ; Pebecca,  who  married  Adam  Bowman 
and  moved  to  Illinois,  where  she  died;  Catharine, 
who  married  David  Schwartz,  l)oth  dying  in  Michi- 
gan; and  Elizabeth,  who  married  Adam  Alman. 

Joseph  Zerbe,  son  of  Daniel,  married  Catharine 
Aleck,  and  they  had  thirteen  children ; Henry, 
of  Shamokin,  who  married  Fibbie  Alman  (he 
served  three  years  during  the  Civil  war  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  L,  16th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
entering  as  a private,  and  receiving  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  corporal)  : Joseph,  a miner,  living 
at  Mount  Carmel  ; Gt'orge.  who  died  in  1908;  Dan- 
iel, a resident  of  Dalmatia;  Samuel,  who  lives  at 
Millersburg,  Pa.;  Jonas,  of  Shamokin;  Elizabeth, 
married  to  Andrew  Campbell ; Catherine,  married 
to  Jacob  B.  Bright;  and  others  who  died  young. 

Thomas  Zerbe,  son  of  Daniel,  was  a farmer  in 
Lower  Alahanoy  township,  this  county,  where  he 
lived  and  died.  He  married  Elizabeth  Gorman, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows:  Jesse  was  kill- 
ed by  a bull  while  at  work  at  his  barn,  in  Kansas; 
Thomas  is  the  father  of  John  W.  Zerbe  ; Benjamin 
lives  at  Beavertown,  Snyder  Co..  Pa.;  Elias  lives 
at  Altoona,  Pa. ; Sallie  is  married  to  Henry  Alil- 
ler,  and  they  live  in  Shamokin ; Eelteeca  married 
George  Heitzman,  of  Kansas : Katie  married  Elias 
Paul,  who  died  in  Shamokin. 

Thomas  Zerbe,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in 
Lower  Alahanoy  township,  Northumberland  coun- 
t\',  and  came  to  Shamokin  when  a young  man, 
finding  employment  at  the  mines.  Later  he  set- 
tled on  his  father’s  homestead  in  his  native  town- 
ship, taking  over  the  farm,  which  he  is  still  culti- 
vating. He  has  not  only  been  a prosperous  farmer, 
but  he  is  a well  known  man  in  the  county,  which 
he  lias  served  two  terms  as  commissioner  in  the 
most  intelligent  and  efficient  manner.  He  is  a 
Pepuldican  in  politics,  and  a Lutheran  in  religious 
matters.  Air.  Zerbe  married  Catherine  Alessner, 
daughter  of  Philip  Alessner,  and  to  them  were 
born  seven  children:  A son  that  died  in  infancy; 
Charles,  deceased;  John  W. ; James,  of  Beading, 
Berks  Co.,  Pa. ; Joseph,  of  Dalmatia.  Northumber- 
land county;  "Webster,  of  Lpwer  Alahanoy  town- 
ship, this  county;  and  another  son  that  died  in 
infancy. 

John  AV.  Zerbe,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  Feb. 
16,  1864,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
home  locality.  AA’hile  yet  a boy  he  began  to  work 
in  the  mines,  continuing  thus  until  he  was  in 
his  twenty-eighth  year,  when  he  was  given  a posi- 
tion in  the  police  department  of  Shamokin,  and 
he  remained  with  that  department  for  twelve 
and  a half  years,  until  appointed  to  the  postmaster- 
ship, in  the  year  1903.  He  has  proved  a capable 
and  faithful  official  and  has  given  general  satis- 
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faction  in  tlie  oflicc.  His  standing  in  the  borough, 
both  personally  and  as  public  servant,  is  unques- 
tionably good.  Fraternally  he  unites  with  the 
P.  0.  S.  of  A.  and  the  Knights  of  Malta,  and  in 
church  connection  he  is  a Lutheran. 

In  1886  Mr.  Zerbe  married  Clara  Kerkam, 
daughter  of  Wilhelm  and  Elizabeth  Kerkam,  the 
former  a well  known  business  man  of  Shamokin. 
They  have  had  three  children,  but  only  one  sur- 
vives, May. 

EDWAPD  S.  MILLER,  late  of  Herndon, 
Korthumberland  county,  was  a resident  of  that 
place  for  a number  of  years  before  his  death,  com- 
ing to  Korthumberland  county  in  1882  or  1883. 
He  was  a native  of  Strausstown,  Berks  Co.,  Pa., 
born  July  21,  1851,  son  of  Michael  and  Catharine 
(Klahr)  Miller. 

Upon  his  removal  to  Korthumberland  county  Mr. 
Miller  located  at  Herndon,  where  he  made  his 
home  to  the  end  of  his  days,  dying  there  Feb.  11, 
1896,  at  the  age  of  forty-four  years,  six  months, 
twenty  days.  He  is  buried  at  Herndon.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  was  a traveling  salesman  for  the 
shoe  house  of  Smith,  Schaeffer  & Co.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, his  territory  being  in  Snyder,  Dauphin, 
Schuylkill,  Korthumberland  and  Juniata  counties. 
Pa.  He  was  a successful  business  man  and  well 
liked  wherever  known.  Politically  he  was  a Re- 
publican, and  in  religion  a Lutheran,  his  family 
also  belonging  to  that  church. 

In  1891  iMr.  IMiller  married  Lvdia  A.  Snyder, 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Deppen)  Snyder, 
of  Greenbrier,  Korthumberland  county,  in  which 
locality  l\Ir.  Snyder  was  born.  iMrs.  iMiller  was 
left  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  made  her 
home  at  Herndon  until  her  death,  which,  occurred 
May  5,  1910.  Seven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
!Mrs.  Snyder : Alexander,  who  lived  in  the  iMahan- 
tango  Valley,  and  died  in  1910;  Charlotte,  widow 
of  Peter  Ziegler ; William,  deceased,  who  lived  in 
Snyder  county;  iMary,  who  married  William  Otto, 
both  being  now  deceased;  James  F..  a resident  of 
Jackson  township^  Korthumberland  county;  Isa- 
iah, of  ]\Iillersburg,  Pa. ; and  Lydia  A.,  who  mar- 
ried Edward.  S.  Miller. 

James  F.  Snyder,  son  of  George,  was  born  in 
December,  1811,  and  followed  farming  all  his  ac- 
tive life.  He  married  Anna  Witmer,  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Rebecca  (Rehrer)  Witmer,  and  they 
have  five  children,  Maggie  (married  Grant  Lem- 
on), Anna  (married  David  Lower),  William, 
Charles  and  Clarence. 

REITZ.  Among  the  representatives  of  the 
Reitz  family  in  Sunburv  are  Benjamin  F.  Reitz, 
deputy  prothonotary  of  Korthumberland  county, 
and  the  brothers  James  and  Isaac  J.  Reitz,  cousins 
of  Benjamin  F.,  all  of  whom  are  numbered  among 
the  most  respected  residents  of  that  borough. 


Their  fathers  were  brothers,  sons  of  Jacob  Reitz 
and  grandsons  of  Andreas  Reitz.  The  family  is 
of  French  origin  and  is  now  numerous  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Andreas  (Andrew)  Reitz  came  from  Berks 
county.  Pa.,  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Upper 
Mahanoy  township,  Korthumberland  county. 

Jacob  Reitz,  son  of  Andreas,  was  born  Jan.  30, 
1782,  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  in  territory 
now  embraced  in  Washington  township.  He  was 
a farmer  and  a prosperous  one,  owning  what  are 
now  the  farms  of  Andrew  L.  Bucher  and  Emanuel 
Kiehl,  of  Jackson  township.  On  the  latter  proper- 
ty he  built  a sawmill  which  he  operated  success- 
fully for  some  years.  Tie  died  Sept.  26,  1838,  and 
was  buried  at  St.  Peter's  church,  in  Jackson,  near 
Washington  township.  His  wife,  Anna  iMaria 
(Hepler),  a native  of  Hepler,  Schuylkill  Go.,  Pa., 
is  buried  at  the  Stone  Cihurch.  They  were  the 
parents  of  the  following  named  children:  Jacob 

lived  in  Jefferson  county.  Pa.;  Benjamin  (born 
July  19,  1808,  died  Jan.  11,  1838)  lived  in  Wash- 
ington township ; Isaac  H.  is  mentioned  below ; 
Zetic  (born  1829,  died  1855)  is  buried  at  Himmel's 
Church  ; Joseph  lived  at  Trevorton,  Korthumber- 
land county;  Samuel  is  mentioned  below;  Daniel 
was  a farmer  of  Little  Mahanoy  township  ; Katie 
(deceased)  was  the  wife  of  John  Fegley;  Maricha 
married  George  Miller  and  they  lived  in  Jefferson 
county,  Pa. ; Lydia  married  Henry  Dressier  and 
they  lived  in  Center  county.  Pa. ; Mrs.  Seiler  lived 
in  Schuylkill  county. 

Isaac  H.  Reitz,  sou  of  Jacob,  was  born  Sept.  10, 
1818,  on  the  old  Reitz  homestead  near  Mahanoy 
Church,  now  owned  by  Andrew  L.  Bucher.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  house  carpenter,  which  he 
followed,  but  he  was  better  known  in  his  capacity 
of  undertaker,  hating  been  tlie  only  one  in  that 
business  for  miles  around  his  home,  which  was 
near  the  iMahanoy  Church.  The  IMahanoy  ceme- 
tery was  once  part  of  his  land.  lie  conducted 
many  funerals  in  his  time.  He  was  also  known 
as  an  extensive  dealer  in  cattle  and  horses,  having- 
been  thus  engaged  for  fifty-three  years,  buying 
cattle  west  of  the  Alleghenies  and  bringing  tlicm 
overland  to  Kortliumberland  county,  where  he 
found  a market  for  them.  He  sold  herds  in  Berks 
county  at  private  sales.  A prosperous  man  in 
all  his  enterprises,  he  owned  the  farm  wdiich  Is 
now  the  property  of  his  son  Galen  and  also  his  own 
homestead,  another  tract  comprising  seventv-tliree 
acres,  and  several  acres  of  woodland.  He  was 
active  in  the  public  affairs  of  his  day.  serving  as 
overseer  of  the  noor.  school  director.  constai)le  and 
assessor,  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  a member 
of  .St.  Peter's  Church  at  IMahanoy,  which  ho  served 
officially.  He  tvas  also  superintendent  of  the 
Sunday  school  for  many  years.  IMr.  Reitz  died 
in  the  neighboihood  wliere  he  had  passed  all  his 
life  Kov.  11,  189  1,  aged  seventy-six  years,  two 
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inoulhS;,  four  days,  and  is  buried  at  Krebs  (St. 
Peter's)  Church.  ''Krebs'’  is  the  local  name  for  this 
church,  aiid"St.  Peter's”  is  the  corporate  name. 

Mr.  Kcitz  was  twice  married.  His  first  marriage 
was  to  Lydia  Lenker,  of  Stone  Yalle}y  who  was 
born  July  IS,  182.3,  and  died  iMarch  3,  1853.  She 
is  buried"  at  St.  Peter’s  Church,  at  ^lahanoy. 
Three  children  were  born  to  this  union,  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  namely:  Gilbert,  who  died  at 

Mt.  Carmel;  Caroline  (deceased),  who  was  the 
wife  of  Levins  Keeler,  of  Freeburg,  Snyder  county; 
and  Lewis,  wdio  died  at  Glean,  X.  Y.  For  his 
second  wife  (Mr.  I’eitz  married  Susan  IMiller, 
daughter  of  John  IMiller,  of  Gratztown,  Lykens 
Valley,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  who  died  June  3d,  1899, 
aged  seventy-one  years,  seven  months,  thirteen 
days.  His  children  by  this  marriage  were  as  fol- 
lows: Eeuben  is  deceased ; Lovina  married  (first) 
Edward  Kantz,  and  (second)  Morris  Eeitz,  and 
they  live  in  Sunbury;  Galen  is  mentioned  below; 
Lydia  married  William  Kiehl  and  they  live  at 
Tower  City,  Pa.;  John,  who  lives  at  Flarrisburg, 
married  Alice  Bingaman ; Jane  . (deceased)  mar- 
ried Isaiah  Wetzel  and  lived  in  Shamokin;  Benja- 
min Franklin  is  mentioned  below;  Ellen  married 
Benjapiin  W.  Stepp,  of  Washington  township;  and 
Samuel  died  young. 

Galex  Eeitz,  son  of  Isaac  H.  Eeitz,  w'as  born 
June  19,  1857,  in  Washington  township,  this  coun- 
ty, where  he  still  lives.  He  was  reared  to  farm 
.life  and  worked  for  his  parents  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  after  which  he  began 
farming  near  l\Iahanoy  Church,  where  he  has  ever 
since  resided.'  He  has  a forty-sLx-acre  farm,  the 
produce  of  which  he  markets  at  Trevorton,  where 
he  makes  a weekly  trip.  His  property  is  well  culti- 
vated and  valuable,  and  has  good  buildings,  the 
barn  built  in  1877  and  the  house  in  1890.  He  has 
served  six  years  as  school  director  of  Washington 
tovTiship  and  since  190G  as  overseer  of  the  poor, 
and  he  is  much  respected  in  the  neighborhood 
for  his  intelligent  public  services  as  well  as  his 
able  management  of  his  private  afliairs.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat.  IMr.  Eeitz  and  his  family  are 
Lutheran  members  of  the  IMahanoy  church,  which 
he  has  served  as  deacon,  elder  and  (for  four  years) 
trustee. 

On  Dec.  18,  1876,  3Ir.  Eeitz  married  Lucinda 
Shipe,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hettie  (Herner) 
Shipe,  the  former  a blacksmith  and  farmer,  and 
granddaughter  of  Jacob  Shipe,  who  was  a farmer 
of  Lower  Augusta  township.  Ten  children  have 
been  born  to  !Mr.  and  !Mrs.  Eeitz ; Emma,  married 
to  Jefferson  Wynn,  of  Lower  Augusta  township; 
Minnie  I.,  unmarried:  Isaac  S.,  who  married  Han- 
nah Griegci'  and  resides  in  Harrisburg;  IMary  A.; 
Selvia  M. ; Frances  I. ; Harvey;  and  Samuel,  Ber- 
tha and  Claude,  all  three  of  whom  died  young.  . 

Bex.ja:mix  F.  Eeitz  has  been  deputy  prothono- 
tarv  of  Xorthurnberland  countv  since  1906,  and  in 


that  capacity  has  become  particularly  well  known 
in  official  circles,  his  able  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  position  having  won  him  the  favorable 
recognition  of  all  who  have  come  in  contact  with 
him.  Mr.  Eeitz  was  born  in  Wa,shington  township 
Sept.  8,  1868,  and  there  began  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  Later  he  was  a pupil  at  the 
old  Freeburg  Academy,  in  Snyder  county,  also 
attending  a select  school  at  Milton,  where  he  was 
under  the  tuition  of  Professors  Wolverton  and 
Goho.  He  was  next  engaged  at  teaching  for  three 
terms  in  the  public  schools,  and  two  summers  in 
a select  school  at  Elysburg,  this  county,  after  which 
he  took  a course  at  the  State  Xormal  School  at 
Kutztown,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1890. 
For  the  next  two  years  he  taught  at  Landingville, 
Schuylkill  county.  Then  he  went  to  the  Eastman 
Business  College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  X.  Y.,  where 
he  was  graduated  in  1893,  after  which  he  was  en- 
gaged for  some  time  as  clerk  at  the  Broad  street 
station,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Eeturning  to  Elys- 
burg he  taught  for  seven  years  or  until  1900,  when 
he  was  appointed  assistant  clerk  in  the  commis- 
sioners’ office,  in  1903  receiving  appointment  as 
clerk  in  the  prothonotary's  office.  In  January, 
1906,  he  was  appointed  deputy  prothonotary  under 
Thomas  Lawler,  and  was  re-appointed  by  the  pres- 
ent incumbent,  Ira  T.  C.  Dissinger,  having  filled 
the  position  with  fidelity  and  skill,  and  he  is  now 
bookkeeper  for  the  Sunbuiy  Trust  & Safe  Deposit 
Co.  Mr.  Eeitz  is  well  and  favorably  known  in 
the  local  councils  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
belongs  to  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  lodge  at  Elysburg  and 
to  the  Encampment  at  Sunbury,  and  in  religion 
is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  has  the 
old  Eeitz  family  Bible. 

On  Dec.  31,  1901,  Mr.  Eeitz  manned  Emma  L. 
Eeed,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Trego)  Eeed, 
of  Elysburg,  and  granddaughter  of  Jacob  Eeed. 
They  have  an  adopted  son,  Clvde,  who  was  born 
in  1901. 


Samuel  Eeitz,  father  of  James  and  Isaac  J. 
Eeitz,  of  Sunbuiy,  lived  in  Upper  Au.gusta  town- 
ship, in  Hollowing  Euu,  and  in  Lower  IMahanoy 
and  later  in  Little  Mahanoy,  which  was  his  home 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  followed  farming, 
and  in  connection  therewith  worked  at  his  trade, 
shocmaking.  He  died  in  Little  Mahanoy  township 
at  the  home  of  his  brother  Daniel,  whom  lie  was 
visiting,  and  is  buried  at  Little  Mahanoy  Church. 

Mr.  Eeitz  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  ^ 
Kate  Eeed,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  Kit- 
tie.  Mary  and  Daniel,  his  second  wife  being  Har- 
riet Jones,  daughter  of  Capt.  William  E.  Jone.y 
who  was  postmaster  at  Fishers  Ferry  for  some 
years.  She  died  Sept.  13,  1883,  aged  sixty-three 
years,  five  months,  twenty-eight  days,  and  is  buried 
in  the  Eiver  cemetery,  at  Fisher's  Ferry.  They 
had  two  children.  James  and  Isaac  J. 
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XOJrniUMBERLAXI)  COUXTY,  rKXXSYLVAXIA  o8() 


Ja:mes  EiiITZ^  son  of  Samuel,  a prosperous  busi- 
ness man  of  Sunbury,  was  born  July  1,  ISoT,  in 
Lower  Augusta  township,  where  he  spent  his  early 
boyhood  days.  From  the  age  of  seven  he  has  lived 
in  Lower  Augusta  township  and  Sunbury.  After 
reaching  manhood  he  learned  the  trade  of  tinsmith, 
which  he  followed  in  Sunbury  for  seven  years, 
later  taking  up  slating,  to  which  he  now  devotes 
most  of  his  time.  He  is  engaged  in  job  work  and 
contracting  in  Sunbury  and  the  vicinity,  where 
he  has  built  up  a profitable  trade.  Hr.  Eeitz’s 
experience  as  a tinsmith  aids  him  considerably 
in  his  present  line  of  work,  and  he  has  a particular- 
ly good  reputation  as  a reliable  roofer.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  political  opinion,  but  not  active  in 
politics. 

Isaac  J.  Eeitz,  an  energetic  and  enterprising 
citizen  of  Sunbury,  whose  various  business  inter- 
ests bring  him  into  contact  with  a large  proportion 
of  the  residents  of  that  borough,  was  born  July  1, 
1863,  in  Lower  Ylahanoy  township,  this  county. 
He  spent  his  youth  in  Lower  Augusta  township, 
where  he  atteuded  public  school,  and  when  eighteen 
commenced  to  learn  the  plumber’s  trade  at  Sun- 
bury, where  he  has  followed  it  continuously  since. 
His  business  has  extended  until  he  not  only  is 
fully  equipped  to  fill  plumbing  and  heating  con- 
tracts of  all  kinds,  but  also  does  a large  business 
as  a dealer  in  stoves  and  tinware,  carrying  the  larg- 
est and  most  complete  stock  of  tinware  in  the  town 
at  his  store,  Xo.  51o  Market  street.  He  has  always 
been  a leader  in  the  pluml)ing  l)usiness,  and  in  that 
line  alone  gives  regular  employment  to  four  men, 
having  in  all  ten  men  emplo}-ed  in  the  conduct  of 
his  various  branches  of  business.  He  has  the  local 
selling  agency  for  the  Mitchell  automobile,  his  ter- 
ritory covering  Xorthumberland,  Snyder,  Union 
and  Montour  counties,  and  in  this  connection  con- 
ducts a garage  at  Xo.  4-35  ^Market  street,  in  Sun- 
bury. Mr.  Eeitz  was  the  first  to  introduce  mov- 
ing pictures  in  Sunbury,  and  he  owns  and  con- 
ducts the  Lvric  theatre,  one  of  the  leading  estab- 
lishments of  the  kind  in  the  borough,  which  he 
has  found  a profitable  iirvcstment.  He  is  a large 
owner  of  real  estate.  Mr.  Eeitz  is  thorough  in  ev- 
erything he  undertakes,  and  has  shown  himself 
progressive  in  every  line  of  work  lie  has  entered. 
The  fact  that  he  engaged  in  the  moving  picture 
and  automobile  lines,  and  made  a success  of  lioth, 
is  sufficient  evidence  that  he  lias  an  intelligent 
comprehension  of  the  needs  of  the  day.  The  man- 
ner in  which  he  has  developed  his  original  line  of 
business  would  be  a credit  to  anv'  workman.  In 
both  mercantile  and  mechanical  linos  he  has  fol- 
lowed its  possibilities  to  the  limits  of  usefulness 
and  convenience,  to  his  own  profit  and  the  benefit 
of  his  townspeople. 

. Mr.  Eeitz  has  represented  the  X'inth  ward  in  the 
town  council,  and  is  a Democrat  in  political  con- 
nection. He  is  a member  of  tlie  Elks  and  the 


Freemasons,  belonging  to  Lodge  Xo.  2'2.  F.  d:  A. 
M.,  Xorthumberland  Chapter,  X'o.  174,  E.  xY.  M., 
and  iMount  Hermon  Commandery,  Xo.  85,  K.  T.,. 
all  of  Sunbury;  and  to  Lodge  Xo.  237,  B.  P.  0. 
Elks,  also  of  Sunbury. 

On  Juno  1.  188'J,  l\Ir.^  Eeitz  married  xknnie 
Arnold,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Margaret  (Keefer) 
Arnold,  of  Lower  xkugusta  township.  They  have 
had  one  daughter,  IMaud  iMay,  now  the  wife  of  Wil- 
liam Conrad,  a clerk  in  the  Sunbury  Xational 
Bank.  iMr.  Eeitz  and  his  family  are  members  of 
the  Eeformed  Church. 

KEAEXEY.  This  is  a name  which  has  been 
represented  in  Shamokin,  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty, since  1865,  when  Matthew  Kearney,  father  of 
the  brothers  Ylatthew  xV.  and  William  E.  Kearney, 
both  of  whom  are  now  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness in  that  borough,  made  a permanent  home 
there.  Though  he  died  but  a few  years  later  he 
became  a very  well  known  resident  of  the  place, 
and  his  sons  have  all  been  useful  and  successful 
citizens,  all  but  one  still  residing  in  Shamokin. 

The  Kearney  family  is  of  Irish  origin,  Patrick 
Kearney,  the  grandfather  of  Matthew  xY.  and  Wil- 
liam E.  Kearney,  having  been  born  in  County 
Ylayo,  Ireland.  Matthew  Kearney,  son  of  Patrick, 
was  born  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  *\tnerica  in  the 
early  part  of  1847  with  his  mother,  wife  and  three 
sisters.  He  first  located  in  Clintonville,  Mass.,  but 
soon  moved  to  the  anthracite  coal  regions  of  Penn- 
sylvania, living  for  a time  in  Luzerne  county,  later 
in  Carbon  county,  and  in  1850  coming  to  AYrth- 
uniberland  county,  where  he  made  his  home  at 
Trevorton  for  a number  of  years.  In  1865  he 
removed  to  Shamokin,  whore  he  passed  tb.e  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  He  was  a miner  and  con- 
tractor, driving  tunnels  in  connection  with  the 
mining  of  coal,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being 
an  expert  in  that  line,  having  driven  many  of  the 
large  tunnels  in  the  early  development  of  the  coal 
industry  in  the  vicinity  of  Shamokin.  At  the  time 
of  his  death,  which,  occurred  Oct.  31,  1870.  he  was 
serving  as  tax  collector  of  Shamokin,  having  been 
elected. on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

i\[r.  Kearney  married  xknn  Devitt,  who  sur- 
vived him  many  years,  dying  Ylarch  25,  1880,  and 
they  are  huried  at  Shamokin.  They  had  a family 
of  eleven  children,  six  of  whom  survive:  Matthew 

A;  William  E. ; Daniel,  a detective,  who  has  long 
been  connected  with  the  police  force  in  Chicago, 
111.;  xVnnie,  wife  of  J.  F.  iMcLaughlin.  of  "Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa.;  James  J.,  attorney  at  law,  of  Sham- 
okin; and  Briilget,  of  Philadelphia.  Pennsylvania. 

Matthew  xV.  Ke.vuxey,  son  of  i\ratthcw  and 
.\nn  (Devitt)  Kearney,  was  born  xVug.  ID.  1856, 
at  Trevorton,  A'orthumherland  county.  He-  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  schools  of  Coal  town- 
ship. When  a boy  he  commenced  work  as  a slate 
picker  at  the  breaker,  in  time  becoming  a minor. 
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and  he  worked  as  such  in  the  collieries  about  Sham- 
okin  for  a period  of  twenU  years.  ■ He  has  since 
been  interested  in  tlie  hotel  business  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about  three  years  during  which  he  lived 
retired.  His  first  voiiture  in  this  line  was  the 
“Keystone  House,"’  which  he  conducted  for  some 
time,  later  Ijecoming  proprietor  of  Ke-arney’s  Cafe, 
on  Independence  street,  Shamokin,  opposite  the 
Philadeljdiia  & Reading  lailroad  rtation.  ; He 
ran  this  establishment  for  four  rears,  after  which 
he  lived  retired  for  three  years,  in  July,  1908,  be- 
coming proprietor  of  the  “Exchange  Hotel,'’  which 
he  still  conducts,  together  with  an  excellent  cafe. 
This  hotel  enjoys  a large  patronage,  which  under 
!Mr.  Kearney's  management  has  widened  to  an 
appreciable  degree.  He  has  thirty-five  rooms,  and 
the  house  is  well  ecpiipped  to  cater  to  those  who 
value  comfort  and  goocl  service.  Mr.  Kearney  has 
the  disposition  necessary  to  success  as  a hotel  land- 
lord, anticipating  the  wants  of  his  guests  and  be- 
ing most  accommodating  in  supplying  them.  He 
is  affable  and  courteous  in  his  dealings  with  his 
g-uests  and  thoroughly  business-like  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  their  well-being.  He  is  a Demmcrat,  a 
mend)er  of  St.  Edward's  Catholic  Church,  of  the 
Shamokin  Lodge  of  Elks  and  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  Hibernians. 

In  1890  IMr.  Kearney  married  Ellen  Moser, 
daughter  of  Henry  IMoser,  of  Philadelphia,  who  fol- 
lowed a-  seafaring  life ; lie  was  a member  of  the 
Moser  family,  that  had  valuable  land  holdings  in 
Schuylkill  count}',  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kearney  have  had  three  children : Loretta,  born 

in  189-?  : yiatthew,  torn  in  1894;  and  Lillian,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

WiLLiAvt  ri.  Ke.vexey,  son  of  Matthew  and 
Ann  (Devitt)  Kearney,  was  born  Jan.  11,  1859,  in 
TrevortOn.  Northumberland  county.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  public  scbools  of  Shamokin, 
and  for  several  years  after  commencing  work  was 
engaged  at  the  mines,  beginning  as  a slate  picker 
and  rising  through  the  various  positions  until  he 
became  a full-fledged  miner,  in  which  capacity  he 
was  employed  for  two  years.  He  was  not  content, 
however,  and  in  August,  1881,  he  went  to  New 
York  City  in  the  hope  of  finding  more  congenial 
employment.  He  soon  became  an  apprentice  at  the 
barber’s  tra<le,  tvliich  be  not  only  learned  in  all 
the  ordinarv  branches  but  also  that  of  hair  dress- 
ing, as  well  as  the  manufacture  of  hair  jewelry, 
wig.y  etc.  After  two  years  in  New  York  City  he 
returned  to  Shamokin,  whore  he  started  in  the 
business  on  his  own  account,  conducting  a large 
hair  dressing  establishment  and  also  making  wigs 
and  all  kinds  of  hair  jewelry  and  ornamental  work. 
He  built  up  a large  trade,  having  a reputation  for 
superior  and  conscientious  work  which  brought  him 
a most  profitable  patronage.  Meantime,  as  he 
prospered,  he  acquired  largo  real  estate  interests 
in  the  borough  of  Stiainokin  and  the  surrounding 


neighborhood  of  Coal  township,  and  he  has  dealt 
largely  in  real  estate  in  this  locality  on  his  own  ac- 
count and  in  the  interest  of  others.  In  the  fall  of 
1898  he  was  awarded  the  contract  by  the  borough 
of  Shamokin  for  the  paving  of  Independence  street, 
its  principal  thorough  fare,  the  contract  amounting 
to  about  twenty  thousand  dollars.  In  March,  1889, 
Mr.  Kearney  and  his  brother  iMatthew,  in  associ- 
ation with  "W.  E.  Deibert,  organized  the  Shamokin 
Lock  & Novelty  Manufacturing  Company,  a con- 
cern which  has  had  a most  prosperous  existence. 
In  1905  Mr.  Kearney  purchased  the  “Edgewood 
Hotel,”  in  Shamokin,  which  has  since  enjoyed  a 
large  patronage,  and  in  1909  he  leased  and  opened 
the  “Loraine  Hotel,”  at  the  corner  of  Spruce  and 
iMarket  streets,  in  the  same  borough.  His  suc- 
cess in  tins  line  has  been  gratifying,  and  since  he 
has  had  both  establisbments  he  has  had  special  fa- 
cilities for  catering  to  the  comfort  of  his  guests, 
who  appreciate  his  obliging  service  and  show  their 
appreciation  by  their  continued  support. 

In  1909  Mr.  Kearney  entered  into  a new  branch 
of  business,  one  entirely  different  from  anything 
else  he  had  undertaken,  but  in  which  he  has  met 
with  the  same  success  ■which  has  attended  his  pre- 
vious enterprises.  He  began  the  gro'nnng  of  mush- 
rooms, to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  now  has 
about  (1.000  feet  of  ground  devoted,  finding  a large 
demand  for  his  output  in  the  Philadelphia  and 
New  York  City  markets  as  well  as  a good  local 
trade. 

xVs  may  be  judged  from  a mere  mention  of  the 
various  lines  in  which  he  has  been  interested,  Mr. 
Kearney  has  always  been  a ver}'  busy  and  enter- 
prising man,  for  he  has  worked  industriously  and 
intelligently  to  make  his  undertakings  successful, 
and  has  succeeded.  ^Moreover,  he  has  found  time 
to  interest  himself  in  politics  and  public  affairs, 
lurking  long  been  an  enthusiastic  worker  in  the 
Democratic  party,  taking  active  part  in  local,  State 
and  national  conventions,  and  serving  as  delegate 
in  tbe  convention  which  nominated  Jenks  for  gov- 
ernor of  Pennsylvania  and  as  alternate  to  the  con- 
vention which  nominated  Polk  for  Congress.  In 
1890  yir.  Kearney  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
in  which  office  be  served  two  successive  terms,  until 
1900. 

On  April  ?8,  189’2,  Mr.  Kearney  married  iMar- 
garet  Sweeney,  and  to  their  union  have  been  born 
five  children:  Matthew  4Yilfred  A.;  Daniel  Web- 

ster; Mary  Margaret  Adela ; Louise,  and  Loraine. 

FRANK  H.  STROUSS,  attoi-ney  at  law,  a citi- 
zen (d‘  the  borough  of  Mount  Carmel,  was  born 
there  Feb.  '31.  1818,  son  of  Solomon  Strouss.  The 
Strous'^  faniilv  has  been  settled  in  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania  since  the  time  of  his  great-grand- 
father, dacob  Strouss,  who  was  l)orn  near  Strouds- 
burg. Monroe  county,  and  was  a pioneer  of  Mon- 
tour county,  settling  about  two  miles  from  the 
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town  of  Exchange,  lie  waa  a niillwriglit,  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade  for  some  time,  but  farming  was 
his  principal  occupation  in  this  region,  and  he  be- 
came very  prosperous,  owning  three  farms.  He 
lived  retired  many  years  before  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  March,  18GS,  when  he  was  ninety-two 
years  old.  His  wife  was  Catherine  X.ewhart,  and 
tliey  are  buried  at  Turbutville,  Xorthumberland 
county.  They  had  children  as  follows:  Charles, 

David,  Jonathan,  Levi,  Aaron,  Annie  (married 
Henry  Shcxip)  and  Lebecca  (married  Jacob 
Springer). 

Jonathan  Strouss,  son  of  Jacob,  born  in  181G, 
lived  in  Montour  county,  for  some  time  at  Comly. 
By  occupation  he  was  a farmer.  He  died  at  Com- 
ly Oct.  9,  1888,  aged  seventy-two  years,  seven 
months,  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Truckenniiller,  born 
in  1818,  daughter  of  Solomon  and  Mary 
(Schwartz)  Truckenniiller,  passed  away  Sept.  6, 
1 902,  aged  eighty- four  years,  nine  months,  twenty- 
six  days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Strouss  are  buried  at  Tur- 
butville, this  county.  Their  children  were : Ja- 

cob Henry'  married  Esther  Eeedy  and  they  live  at 
jMuncy;  David  is  living  at  Muncy;  Solomon  is 
mentioned  below;  John  E.  married  Martha  Cal- 
lins;  Mary  married  John  Ivoons. 

' Solomon  Strouss  was  born  in  Lewis  township, 
X'orthumberland  county,  in  1815.  He  received 
only  a common  school  education  and  learned  the 
butchera  trade,  which  he  followed  about  three 
years  at  IMount  Carmel.  ■ His  next  employment 
was  as  shipping  clerk  at  the  Alaska  colliery,  and  he 
was  later  at  the  lleliance,  remaining  in  the  employ 
of  the  Reading  Company  about  twenty-eight  years, 
during  which  long  service  he  became  one  of  the 
trusted  men.  He  died  in  1909  and  is  buried  at 
the  Alaska  cemetery.  i\Ir,  Strouss  married  Chris- 
tian Reinard.  of  iMount  Carmel,  where  she  still 
resides.  Thev  had  the  following  children:  Frank 
H.,  Ida  M..  C arrie  G-.  and  Grover  Shindel. 

Frank  H.  Strouss  is  a self-made  man,  having 
gained  his  education  and  attained  his  present 
standing  through  his  own  efforts.  Beginning  as 
a slate  picker  at  the  collieries,  he  continued  his 
studies  in  the  local  schools  and  graduated  at  the 
Mount  Carmel  high  school  in  1896,  after  which 
he  entered  Dickinson  Law  School,  at  Carlisle, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  1898,  with  the  degree 
of  LL.  B.  He  also  read  law  in  the  office  of  Hon. 
Yoris  Auten.  at hMount  Carmel,  and  was’ admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Xorthund)erland  county  Dec.  L 1900, 
and  to  practice  in  the  Superior  court  Jan.  5.  1903. 
On  Jan.  1.  1903,  he  began  his  practice  at  Mount 
Carmel  in  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  building,  where  he  is 
still  located.  During  his  scliool  and  college  days 
ilr.  Strouss  continued  to  work  at  the  collieries  at 
different  times  until  1900,  from  which  time  until 
1903  he  was  in  the  prothonotary's  office  at  Sun- 
hury.  He  has  obtained  a most  creditable  clientele 
in  tbe  locality,  served  as  solicitor  of  Mount  Carmel 


borough  in  1908,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his 
friends  and  fellow  citizens  generally,  his  success 
being  recognized  as  the  well  earned  reward  of  earn- 
est endeavor  and  conscientious  devotion  to  duty. 

iMr.  Strouss  married  Gertrude  Morse,  daughter 
of  George,  of  Mount  Carmel,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Carleton  IM.,  born  Sept.  30,  1906.  Socially 
l\[r.  Strouss  is  a member  of  Lodge  Xo.  318,  F.  & 
A.  ]\I..  of  Mount  Carmel,  of  the  F.  0.  E.,  and  of 
the  Bar  Association.  In  religion  he  is  a Luth- 
eran, and  in  politics  a Democrat,  rjuite  active  in 
his  party. 

CHARLES  A.  BARROXy  who  has  been  en- 
gaged in  the,  drug  business  at  Shamokin  since 
1883,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  his  line  in 
that  part  of  X'orthumberland  county.  His  trade 
is  large  and'  well  established  and  his  reputation 
as  a druggist  and  in  a business  way  is  of  the  high- 
est. 

Mr.  Barron  was  born  June  22,  1855,  at  Potts- 
ville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Daniel  Barron. 
His  paternal  grandfather  brought  his  family  from 
France  to  America  and  settled  in  Pine  valley,  near 
Hegins,  Schuylkill  county.  There  he  died. 

Daniel  Barron  came  to  America  with  his  par- 
ents. He  became  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  while 
living  at  Pottsville  engaged  in  wagonmaking, 
gaining  considerable  fame  and  success  in  that  line. 
Later  he  settled  at  Elysburg,  X'orthumberland 
county,  wdiere  he  followed  farming  as  well  as  gen- 
'eral  blacksmitliing,  prospering  by  industry,  con- 
tinued to  the  end  of  his  active  days.  He  served 
as  captain  of  a military  company  of  Schuylkill 
county.  IMr.  Barron  dierl  at  the  age  of  eighty-four 
years,'^  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  iMrs.  Kelley, 
and  his  wife,  Margaret,  died  Jan.  1,  1893,  aged 
sixty-nine  years,  ten  months,  eight  days  ; they  are 
buried  at  Reed's  church.  They  had  children  as 
follows : Theodore  F.,  who  is  in  the  insurance  and 
real  estate  business  at  Ashland,  Pa. ; Curtis  H., 
who  went  ICest  when  a young  man  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  South  Dakota,  practicing  as  an  attorney  at 
law;  Clara  E.,  wife  of  'William  Krause;  Charles 
A. ; and  ]\Irs.  Kelley,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  J.  Kelley. 

Charles  A.  Barron  attended  public  school  at 
Elvsburg  and  in  18T2  came  to  Shamokin,  where 
he  has  continued  to  make  his  home  to  the  present 
time.  He  began  work  as  a clerk  in  the  employ  of 
the  late  'William  R.  Kutzner,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained eleven  years,  until  he  went  into  business 
for  himself.  In  September,  1883,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  Dr.  Robins  and  Dr.  Weaver,  the 
firm  being  known  as  C.  A.  Barron  & Co.  This 
association  lasted  for  nine  years,  when  the  firm 
became  Barron  & Robbins,  continuing  as  such 
until  1908,  when  Mr.  Barron  hccame  sole  pro- 
prietor. His  well  known  store  is  at  Xo.  610  X'orth 
Shamokin  street,  ^fr.  Barron  is  a director  of  the 
Shamokin  Banking  Company. 
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On  May  4,  1SS2,  I\Ir.  Barron  married  i\Iary  E. 
Jones,  daughter  of  the  late  Enoch  Jones,  and  a 
member  of  a family  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  Shamokin.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union : Howard  Curtis,  an  attorney  at  law, 
now  located  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ; Charles  A.,  Jr., 
a dimggist,  who  is  M'ith  his  father  ; and  Buth  Eliza- 
beth. 

Mr.  Barron  is  a member  of  Lodge  Xo.  355,  B. 
P.  0.  Elks,  of  Shamokin,  and  of  the  following  Ma- 
sonic bodies:  Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo.  255,  F.  & A. 
M. ; Shamokin  Chapter.  Xo.  2G4.  E.  A.  M. ; 
Shamokin  Commandery,  XM.  77,  K.  T. ; and  Eajah 
Temple,  A.  A.  0.  X.  M.  S.,  of  Eeading. 

AMOS  K.  DEIBLEE,  district  attorney  of 
Xorthumberland  coimty,  has  been  engaged  in  legal 
practice  at  Shamokin  since  1902,  and  was  elected 
to  his  present  position  in  1907.  Mr.  Deibler  was 
born  Feb.  11,  1869,  in  Shamokin  township,  this 
county,  where  his  grandfather,  George  Deibler, 
was  a pioneer  settler. 

George  Deibler  was  born  in  Dauphin  county, 
Pa.,  and  came  to  Xorthumberland  county  about 
1812,  locating  in  Shamokin  township,  where  he 
purchased  land  in  1813  and  followed  farming  the 
remainder  of  his  active  days.  He  uus  one  of  the 
substantial  and  respected  residents  of  his  section, 
and  Deiblers  Station,  in  Shamokin  township,  was 
named  for  him.  He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Bastian,  are  buried  at  the  Brick  Church, 
at  Seed's  Station.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
Daniel,  IVilliam,  Jonathan,  John,  George,  Susan, 
Hannah,  Eebecca,  Harriet  and  Catharine. 

John  Deibler,  son  of  George,  was  born  in 
Shamokin  township  in  1836.  He  learned  the 
trade  of  stone  and  brick  mason,  which  he  followed 
until  he  was  about  forty  years  old,  after  which 
he  devoted  himself  to  farming,  on  property  he 
still  owns,  about  a half  mile  south  of  Deibler's 
station.  He  retired  in  the  year  1903.  moving  to 
Snydertown,  where  he  now  makes  his  home.  Mr. 
Deibler  has  long  been  a stanch  Eepublican  in  po- 
litical sentiment,  and  he  served  the  Union  as  a 
soldier  during  the  Civil  war.  He  was  township 
treasurer  before  his  removal  to  Snydertown.  To 
him  and  his  wife,  Sarah  (Eeed),  daughter  of 
John  I.  and  Sarah  (Arter)  Eeed,  have  been  born 
nine  children,  namely : Grant,  who  died  in  in- 

fancy; Alrneda,  married  to  Frank  lUighington, 
of  Snydertown ; Amos  K. ; William  F.,  who  is  now 
superintendent  of  boiler  works  at  San  Francisco, 
Cal. ; John  E.,  a contractor  and  builder,  of  South 
Carolina;  H.  S.,  living  in  Sunbury,  this  county; 
Thomas  J.,  of  Snydertown ; George  W.,  and  .\gnes. 
The  two  last  named  are  still  living  with  their 
parents. 

Amos  K.  Deibler  received  his  early  educatitnn 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  home  locality.  Later 
he  attended  Bucknell  University,  from  which  he 
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was  graduated  in  1899,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B., 
and  for  a year  after  he  taught  the  high  school 
at  Turbutville,  meantime  reading  law  with  C.  B. 
Witmer,  Escp,  at  Sunbury.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  June,  1902,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year 
established  himself  in  the  , borough  of  Shamokin. 
His  offices  are  in  the  iMasonic  Temple  building. 
At  the  election  held  Xov.  7,  1907,  Mr.  Deibler  was 
chosen  to  the  otnce  of  district  attorney  by  a ma- 
jority of  2,265,  and  had  the  distinction  of  being' 
the  'first  successfid  Eepublican  candidate  for  the 
office  in  thirty-six  years.  This  circumstance  alone 
would  indicate  the  measure  of  his  popularity  and 
the  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  by  those  among 
whom  he  is  pursuing  liis  life  work. 

Mr.  Deibler  is  very  well  known  in  the  fraternal 
bodies  in  Shamokin,  holding  membership  in  Shani- 
okin  Lodge;  Xo.  255,  F.  & A.  M. ; Shamokin 
Chapter,  Xo.  265,  E.  A.  M. ; in  Bloomsburg  Con- 
sistory, thirty-second  degree ; in  the  Temple  Club ; 
the  I.  0.  0.  F. ; the  Eed  Men;  the  Sous  of  Veter- 
ans; the  F.  0.  E. ; and  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  His 
religious  connection  is  with  the  Methodist  church. 

On  April  21,  1901,  Mr.  Deibler  married  Ella 
Farrow,  daughter  of  William  and  Isabella  (Wil- 
kensou  ) Farrow,  and  they  have  had  one  daughter, 
Isabella. 

SAMUEL  H.  EUTHEAUFF,  one  of  the  leading 
contractors  of  Sunbury,  Xorthumberland  county, 
has  been  a resident  of  that  borough  since  1882. 
He  began  business  on  his  own  account  in  1894,  and 
has  been  identified  with  a number  of  important 
building  operations,  his  work  standing  the  tests 
for  substantial  and  reliable  consiruetion.  Mr. 
Euthrauff  Avas  born  in  Union  county.  Pa.,  on 
Little  Buffalo  creek,  Oct.  12,  184.5,  and  is  a son 
of  Daniel  Euthrauff  and  grandson  of  Henry  Euth- 
rauff. 

Henry  Euthrauff  Avas  boim  in  Pennsylvania 
Sept.  11.  1767,  and  spent  his  earlier  life  in  his 
native  State.  Going  to  Baltimore,  Md.,  he 
learned  shipbuilding,  and  continued  to  live  there 
until  about  1795,  AA’hen  he  settled  in  Union  county. 
Pa.,  at  the  junction  of  Little  Buffalo  and  Big'" 
Buffalo  creeks.  He  moved  from  Baltimore  by 
Avagon,  and  Avas  considered  a Avealthy  man  in  his 
day,  liaA'ing  two  “kegs’’  full  of  gold  money  Avhen 
he  came  into  this  region.  He  had  a tract  of  about 
three  hundred  acres  in  White  Deer  township,  and 
Avas  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  that  district.  He 
followed  farming  the  remainder  of  his  life,  cleared 
all  his  land,  built  a barn  on  his  place,  and  about 
1815  put  up  a frame  house  thereon,  Avhich  is  still 
standing  and  in  a good  state  of  preservacion.  IMr. 
Euthrauff  died  June  3,  1824,  quite  suddenly. 
Avhile  engaged  in  hewing  a Avatering  trough  out 
of  a log.  His  Avife,  IMagdeline  Eenninger,  a native 
of  Cumberland  county.  Pa.,  born  iMay  20,  1768, 
died  June  5,  1838,  and  they  are  buried  at  old 
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White  Deer  Chuvcli.  He  was  a Lutheran,  a mem- 
ber and  supporter  of  Yliite  Deer  Church,  and  a 
strict  man  in  his  own  life  and  in  the  discipline 
of  his  children.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  a family  of  fourteen,  several  of  whom  died 
young,  of  smallpo-v,  and  were  buried  in  the  garden 
near  the  home.  We  have  record  of  the  following : 
Elizabeth  married  John  High;  Henry  married 
Elizabeth  Seibert,  and  after  living  for  a time  in 
Union  county  they  moved  to  Seneca  Falls,  wher6 
he  died;  Sallie  married  William  Dietfenbacher, 
and  they  lived  near  Salladasburg,  Pa. ; David 
lived  in  Xew  Y”ork  State;  Samuel  married  a Miss 
Pontius  and  they  lived  near  Seneca  Falls,  X.  Y. ; 
Xancy  married  Jacob  Buser  and  they  moved  to 
Warren,  111.  (she  lived  to  be  ninety-three  years, 
six  months  old)  ; Solomon  married  Lydia  Mill- 
house  and  moved  out  to  Freeport,  111.,  where  he 
accumulated  a large  fortune;  Hannah  married 
George  Matthews,  and  they  lived  and  died  at 
Canoga,  X.  Y. ; Daniel  was  the  father  of  Samuel 
H.  Euthrauff. 

Daniel  Euthrauff  was  born  May  29,  1813,  in 
Union  county,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  car- 
penteFs  trade,  becoming  a skillful  woodworker. 
He  had  an  inventive  mind  and  possessed  mechani- 
cal genius  of  a high  order  and  a good  intellect, 
but  he  never  developed  his  abilities  to  any  extent 
or  made  great  profits  out  of  his  undoubted  talents. 
He.  invented  the  fly  net  cutting  maclrine,  and  hav- 
ing shown  it  to  a family  who  foresaw  its  possi- 
bilities was  asked  to  let  them  keep  it  a few  days. 
They  stole  the  invention,  had  it  patented,  and  be- 
came rich  in  its  manufacture.  Mr.  Euthrauff  was 
a useful  citizen,  taking  an  intelligent  interest  in 
all  the  affairs  of  his  day,  in  which  he  was  some- 
thing of  a leader,,  being  a lieutenant  of  the  Mc- 
Ewensville,  Light  Horse  Cavalry  in  its  palmiest 
days,  and  the  last  captain  of  the  old  State  militia. 
He  was  courageous,  patriotic  and  public-spirited, 
a man  who  held  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
In  his  earlier  lifd  a Whig,  he  became  a Eepublican 
upon  the  organization  of  the  new  party,  and  in 
religion  he  was  a IMethodist.  He  served  many 
years  as  school  director  of  White  Deer  township. 
Mr.  Euthrauff  married  Judith  Ann  High,  who 
was  born  Jan.  G,  1815,  daughter  of  Samuel  High, 
and  died  Xov.  21,  1902,  on  the  sixty-third  anni- 
versary of  her  marriage.  Mr.  Euthrauff  died 
Xov.  3,  187G,  .and  they  are  buried  at  Pomfret 
Manor  cemetery,  Sunbury.  They  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  William  II.  H.  died  ixr  infancy; 
Mary  C.  married  Joseph  Xicklin  (he  was  cap- 
tured while  serving  in  the  Confederate  army  and 
taken  to  Elmira,  where  he  I’emained  until  ex- 
changed, after  which  he  fought  in  a Xew  York 
regiment)  ; Samuel  H.  is  mentioned  below;  David 
L.  died  when  four  years  old;  Annie  married  John 
W.  Hummer  and  lived  in  Eush  township,  Xorth- 
umberland  countv  (she  died  .Tulv  IG,  ISSG,  the 
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mother  of  Mother  L.,  Dora  A.,  M.  Abbie,  Morris 
and  Virginia)  ; Daniel  E.,  who  is  now  an  invalid, 
living  in  Sunbury,  married  Sarah  Dock,  of  Snyder 
county,  and  they  have  a daughter,  Ida  L. ; Didama 
P.  is  unmarried. 

Samuel  H.  Euthrauff  was  born  and  reared  on 
the  old  Euthrauff  homestead  and  received  his 
education  in  the  country  schools  of  the  locality. 
He  was  trained  to  carpentry  from  early  boyhood, 
and  when  twenty  years  old  began  to  follow  it  as  a 
.iourneyman,  in  the  oil  regions  in  AYnango  county, 
this  State.  In  1882  he  came  to  Sunbury  and  be- 
came foreman  for  George  Keffer,  contractor,  for 
whom  he  worked  a number  of  years,  in  1894  be- 
ginning to  take  contracts  on  his  own  account. 
Since  that  time  he  has  filled  many  important  con- 
tracts. He  has  built  the  two  United  Evangelical 
churches;  the-  Catholic  church  and  rectory;  the 
A.  AV.  Pontius  store  and  residence;  the  fine  resi- 
dences of  the  two  members  of  the  firm  of  Blaitk 
& Gottshall;  two  of  the  leading  school  building-s 
of  the  borough — the  Lloyd  T.  Eohrbach  building 
(1909),  and  the  Francis  E.  Drumheller  building 
(1910),  said  to  be  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  State ; and  many  other 
structures — about  four  hundred  all  told.  AVhile 
in  the  employ  of  Air.  Iveffer  he  worked  all  over 
the  State,  but  his  work  has  been  principally  in 
Sunbury  since  he  began  business  for  himself.  He 
is  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  energetic  busi- 
ness men  in  the  borough,  thoroughly  up-to-date 
in  his  line,  in  which  he  is  considered  a most  reliable 
authority.  He  served  nine  years  as  a member  of 
the  council  from  the  Eighth  ward,  and  was  chair- 
man of  the  street  committee  tliree  years,  a posi- 
tion for  which  he  proved  himself  highly  qualified. 
Air.  Euthrauff  has  had  a most  successful  career, 
and  his  prosperity  has  been  brought  about  by  tire 
most  honorable  methods  and  creditable  trans- 
actions, gaining  him  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
his  patrons  and  all  who  know  him. 

On  Dec.  23,  1875,  Air.  Euthrauff  married  Lydia 
Hummer,  daughter  of  Joseph  Hummer  (who  came 
from  Xew  Jersey)  and  sister  of  John  AAA  Hummer. 
They  have  no  children.  Air.  and  Airs.  Eutbrantf 
worship  at  the  Alethodist  Church,  and  socially  he 
belongs  to  Lodge  Xo.  96,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  Lodge  Xo. 
G20,  L 0.  0.  lA,  and  the  Knights  of  Alalta 
(charter  member),  all  of  Sunbury.  Politically  he 
is  a Eepublican.  His  home  is  at  Xo.  101  f'ata- 
wissa  avenue. 


Ekv.  Joiix  F.  Euthrauff  (brother  of  Henry 
Euthrauff,  mentioned  above  as  grandfather  of  Sam- 
uel II.  Euthrauff,  of  Sunbury)  was  a jiioneer  mis- 
sionary minister  and  head  of  a famous  family  of 
American  Lutheran  pastors,  his  sons  Frederick  and 
Jonathan  becoming  eminent  preachers  (the  former 
serving  congregations  in  southeastern  Pennsvlvania 
and  Alaryland  for  nearly  forty  years,  and  the  latter 
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serving  for  twenty-five  years),  and  his  grandson 
William  P.  filling  important  pulpits  in  Ohio  and 
Indiana:  his  great-grandson,  Rev.  J.  M.  Ruthrauff, 
]).  D.,  was  the  honored  president  of  Carthage  and 
Wittenberg  Colleges. 

John  F.  Ruthrauff  was  born  Jan.  14,  1TG4,  in 
X^orthampton  county,  Pa.,  and  his  parent'  were 
pious  German  immigrants  who  early  impressed  him 
with  religious  truths.  He  did  not  commence  his 
regular  theological  training,  however,  until  1190, 
and  he  preached  his  first  sermon  in  1193.  During 
the  next  two  years  he  had  charge  of  several 
churches  in  YYrk  county,  and  subsequently  preach- 
ed for  a season  at  Carlisle.  His  biographer  tells 
us  that  in  June,  1795,  “he  received  and  accepted  a 
call  for  the  Green  Castle  congregation  and  several 
others,  in  some  of  wliich  he  labored  upwards  of 
forty  years.'’  His  charge  embraced  IMcConnells- 
Imrg,  Loudon,  IMercersburg,  Waynesboro,  Quincy, 
Smoketown,  Jacol)'s  Church  and  several  in  Wash- 
ington county,  ]\Id.  He  also  preached  in 'the 
neighborhood  of  Emmitsburg.  ]lld.,  and  for  a time 
.at  Chambersburg,  and  continued  to  supply  the 
congregation  at  Carlisle  and  another  about  twelve 
miles  from  Harrislmrg.  This  was  distant  from 
his  home  about  fifty  miles,  and  he  made  the 
journey  once  every  month.  Some  of  his  congre- 
gations were  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  ajiart,  and  a 
high  mountain  separated  two  of  the  churches  he 
had  to  serve  on  the  same  Sabbath.  As  soon  as  he 
left  the  pulpit  he  mounted  his  horse,  with  his  din- 
ner in  his  hand,  that  he  might  be  able  to  meet  the 
second  appointment  of  the  day.  He  had  a vigorous 
constitution  and  great  powers  of  endurahee,  so 
that  he  was  well  fitted  for  the  work  of  the  mis- 
sionary pioneer.  A score  or  more  ministers  are 
now  engaged  in  serving  the  field  which  Hr.  Ruth- 
rauff then  occupied  alone.  This  devoted  servant 
of  the  Master  continued  his  labors  as  pastor  until 
the  year  liefore  his  death.  He  died  Dec.  18,  1837, 
in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age.  His  last 
words  were  "Victory,  victory,  the  Lord  is  here.’’ 
— The  above  is  taken  from  the  “Lutheran  Woman's 
Woi'k,”  September,  1909. 

iMARK  L.  SWAP>,  of  Sunburv,  deputy  county 
treasurer  of  Xorthumberland  countv.  has  been 
serving  in  his  present  position  since  Jan.  1,  1909, 
under  Treasurer  William  M.  Lloyd.  Previously 
he  had  made  a high  reputation  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness and  ranked  among  the  most  progressive  and 
successful  young  business  men  of  , the  borough, 
where  he  has  resided  since  1902.  iMr.  Swab  is  a 
native  of  Dauphin  county,  Pa.,  born  Jan.  IS,  ISSO. 
at  Elizabethville,  and  comes  of  an  old  family  of 
that  section  whose  members  have  occu])ied  lugh 
place  in  business  and  political  circles  for  many 
years. 

Eli  Swab,  son  of  John  Jacob  Swali  and  grand- 
fathcr  of  IMark  L.  Swal),  took  a very  prominent 


part  in  the  affairs  of  Daiqihin  county.  He  served 
several  terms  , as  countv  commissioner  and  was 
known  as  Republican  leader  of  the  upper  end  of 
the  county.  One  of  his  sons,  Philip  C.  Swab, 
filled  the  office  of  register  and  recorder  for  two 
terms  and  was  otherwise  identified  with  public 
matters  in  Daujihin  county  during  his  residence 
tbere.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Haitranft. 
Tenn.,  where  he  became  interested  in  the  coal  and 
mining  business,  his  son,  Daniel  G.  Swab,  becom- 
ing his  associate  in  that  line.  The  latter  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  and  attained  an  eminent  posi- 
tion, being  now  State  senator  from  Tennessee. 

Allen  Swab,  son  of  Eli,  was  born  iMarch  17, 
1845.  He  is  a prominent  citizen  of  Elizabethville. 
Dauphin  county,  and  connected  with  some  of  the 
most  important  industrial  and  financial  institu- 
tions of  his  region,  being  treasurer  of  the  Eagle 
Tanning  Company,  of  Elizaliethville,  and  a direc- 
tor of  the  First  Xational  P>ank  of  iMillersburg, 
that  county.  He  was  formerly  president  of  the 
Lykens  Valley  Bank  of  Elizabethville.  He  is  a 
large  owner  of  real  estate,  his  holdings  including 
part  of  the  original  Swab  homestead  in  the  Lykens 
valley,  in  Dauphin  county,  uj)on  which  the  pioneer 
of  the  family  in  that  section,  Jacob  Schwab,  lo- 
cated about  the  time  of  .the  Revolution,  coming 
from  Reading,  Berks  county.  iMr.  Swab  owns  100 
acres  of  the  homestead  place,  which  was  a tract 
of  241  acres,  for  which  his  ancestor  paid  nine 
hundred  pounds  in  English  money.  He  is  a man 
of  proved  ability,  conservative  but  progressive, 
one  who  holds  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens 
and  is  looked  upon  as  a substantial  and  relialde 
member  of  the  community  in  every  respect.  He 
is  a stanch  Republican,  and  has  held  a number  of 
local  public  offices. 

i\fr.  Swab  married  Ann  Eliza  Lehman,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Dinah  ( Koppenhaver ) Lehman, 
the  former  a farmer  of  IMiffiin  township.  Dauphin 
county,  and  they  have  had  three  children:  Laura 
i\r.,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  flf  Rev.  W.  Penn 
Barr,  of  'Weatherly,  Carbon  Co.,  Pa. ; Elenora,  mar- 
ried to  I.  W.  Matter  and  living  in  West  Fairview, 
Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.:  and  IMark  L. 

Mark  L.  Swab  lived  on  the  old  Swab  homestead 
until  he  was  sixteen  years  old,  and  received  his 
early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  Eliza- 
bethville. He  subsequently  entered  the  University 
of  Philadelphia,  where  he  took  the  business  course, 
graduating  in  1899.  and  u'as  later  a student  at  the 
Banks  Business  College  in  Philadelphia.  For  two 
years  Mr.  Swab  was  in  the  cmjiloy  of  the  United 
States  Exyiress  Comiiany  at  Wilmington,  Del.,  as 
billing  clerk,  and  for  three  years  after  completing 
his  commercial  training  he  was  with  the  Eagle 
Tanning  Company  at  Elizabethville,  as  secretary. 
Selling  out  his  interests  in  that  concern,  he  came 
to  Sunburv  in  19t)2.  and  for  about  a year  there- 
after was  engaged  bv  the  Susi|uehanna  Silk  i^^ill 
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as  bookkoeper.  He  then  cutcri'il  the  milling  busi- 
ness, leasing  the  historic  old  Haas  mill,  which  he 
conducted  for  a period  of  five  and  a half  years  as 
the  Sunbury  Poller-  IMills,  making  a decided  suc- 
cess of  the  venture.  This  mill  was  built  in  1837 
by  McCarty  & Davis,  in  the  extreme  eastern  end 
of  Sunbury  near  Shamokin  creek,  near  the  site 
where,  before  1774,  stood  the  first  mill  erected 
within  the  present  limits  of  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty. It  is  a substantial  brick  structure,  and  the 
milling  was  done  originally,  perforce,  by  water 
])ower.  The  equipment  was  changed  from  time  to 
time  to  keep  up  with  the  progress  of  the  day,  and 
in  1SS7  was  remodeled  to  a modern  system.  Dur- 
ing Mr.  Swab's  ownership  it  had  all  facilities 
necessary  for  an  up-to-date  Hour  mill,  and  the 
capacity  was  sixty  barrels  daily.  His  product  had 
a high  reputation  and  was  in  steady  demand. 

ilr.  Swab,  like  most  of  his  family,  has  been 
active  in  politics,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
local  leaders  of  the  I'jarty,  for  which  he  has  worked 
faitlifully  in  many  contests.  He  served  two  years 
as  member  of  the  borough  council  of  Sunbury,  and 
during  his  second  year  was  president  of  that  body, 
being  chosen  to  that  honorable  position  after  a 
fierce  fight  lietween  the  two  factions.  He  is  at 
present  giving  his  energies  to  the  duties  of  deputy 
county  treasurer.  Mr.  Swab  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  young  men  in  Sunlmry,  well  known  so- 
cialH  as  well  as  in  business  and  official  circles.  He 
is  a member  of  Lodge  Xo.  22,  F.  & A.  AI.,  of  Sun- 
bury; Xorthumberland  Chapter,  Xo.  174,  E.  A.  M. ; 
Mount  Hermon  Commandery,  Xo.  85,  K.  T. ; 
Lodge. Xo.  267,  B.  P.  0.  Elks,  Sunbury;  and  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen.  He  ancl  his  family  belong 
to  the  Lutheran  Church. 

On  May  25,  1904,  Mr.  Sevab  married  Kate  A. 
M.  Stanley,  claughter  of  Dr.  A.  G.  Stanley,  of 
Lykens,  Pa.,  and  they  have  had  one  daughter, 
Arlene  Ma}'. 

GEORGE  0.  ROBERTS,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Sham- 
okin, practicing  dentist  and  secretary  of  the  Sham- 
okin Dental  Protective  Society,  is  well  known  to 
the  public  and  the  profession  in  his  chosen  line  of 
work.  He  has  been  located  in  Shamokin  since 
1901. 

Dr.  Roberts  was  born  Xov.  13,  18GS,  at  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  where  his  father  and  grandfather  lived 
and  died.  Henry  Robert.s,  his  father,  was  a well 
known  business  man  of  Savannah,  being  the  lead- 
ing spirit  of  the  Savannah  Brick  Manufacturing 
Company;  the  grandfather  was  also  a brick  manu- 
facturer. Henry  Robert.s  died  in  September,  1901, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  His  wife,  iMary 
(Puder),  a native  of  Xew  Orleans,  La.,  still  makes 
her  home  in  Savannah.  IMr.  and  ]\Irs.  Roberts 
had  six  children:  William  H.,  who  is  now  in  Xew 
York ; George  0. ; Lottie,  wife  of  Dr.  E.  IT.' 
Rawles,  living  in  Xorth  Dakota  : Ada,  wife  of  W. 


C.  Gugel,  of  Mobile,  Ala.;  Xeilic,  Iilrs.  l''ahler,  of 
Jacksonville,  Fla.;  and  Josephine,  at  home. 

George  0.  Roberts  received  his  irreparatory 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  city.  For  his 
professional  training  he  we-nt  to  the  Baltimore 
College  of  Dental  Surgery,  from  which  institution 
he  graduated  in  1891.  lie  began  practice  at  Ashe- 
ville, X.  C.,  where  he  was  located  for  seven  years, 
spending  the  next  three  years  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.  He  also  spent  some  time  at  Balti- 
more aTid  Williamsport  before  settling,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1901,  at  Shamokin,  where  he  succeeded  to  the 
practice  of  Dr.  A.  A.  Lay.  Dr.  Roberts  does  all 
kinds  of  mechanical  and  operative  dentistry,  be- 
ing thoroughly  skilled  in  all  the  branches  of  his 
pi'ofession,  as  the  result  of  both  training  and  ex- 
perience. He  devotes  all  his  time  and  attention 
to  its  duties,  and  has  built  up  a remarkably  good 
practice,  his  work  having  the  highest  reputation. 
He  has  fine  offices  in  the  Llewellyn  building,  and 
his  equipment  is  modern  and  complete.  The 
Doctor  is  up-to-date  in  all  that  joertaius  to  his 
\vork,  and  the  Shamokin  Dental  Protective  So- 
ciety u as  organized  in  his  office ; he  is  serving  as 
secretary  of  that  body.  Tlie  Doctor  is  lecturing 
knight  for  Shamokin  Lodge  of  Elks,  Xo.  355,  of 
which  he  is  a prominent  member. 

In  1907  Dr.  Roberts  married  Jeanne  May, 
daughter  of  the  late  Maj.  James  May,  of  Shauio- 
kin,  and  they  have  one  daughter.  Ijouisa.  They 
reside  at  Xo.  223  Franklin  street. 

WILLIAM  J.  HIGGIXS.  of  Mount  Carmel, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  furniture,  un- 
dertaking and  livery  business  for  almost  thirty 
years,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  l)est  known  citi- 
zens of  his  section  of  Xortiiumi>erland  county. 
During  his  long  residence  in  the  borough  he  has 
become  interested  in  other  lines  -of  business,  hav- 
ing since  1905  been  a director  of  the  Guarantee 
Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company,  and  he  has 
nmnerous  social  coimections. 

i\Ir.  Higgins  is  a grandson  of  William  Higgins, 
a native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  when  a 
young  man,  some  ninety  years  ago  and  settled  in 
Schuylkill  county,  Pa.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  at  Tamaqua,  that  region  being  in  its  primi- 
tive condition  wdien  he  first  made  his  home  there. 

John  F.  Higgins,  son  of  William,  was  born  in 
1837  in  Tamaqua,  and  was  long  a cvell  known 
resident  of  Shcnandoa^i,  Schuylkill  county,  where 
he  died  in  1893.  He  learned  the  trade  of  inolder, 
which  ho  followed  for  some  years,  later,  however, 
engaging  in  the  shoe  business.  He  served  as  tax 
collector  of  Shenandoah  in  1891  and  1892.  and 
was  quite  active  in  the  work  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  his  locality.  Ho  married  iMargarct 
Franey,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
named  children:  Alice,  wife  of  Edward  Ratchford. 
of  Shenandoah,  Pa.  ; William  J. ; John  F..  Jr.,  of 
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ShenauJoali,  \\lio  served  as  State  senator  from 
the  Thirtieth  Senatorial  district;  George  J.,  of 
Shamokin,  local  agent  of  the  Philadelphia  & Eead- 
ing  road  and  also  agent  of  the  United  States  Ex- 
press Coinpanv  ; Melissa  IM. ; James  C. ; Xellie  E. ; 
Kate  M. ; Charles  C. ; and  Julia  A.  Most  of  this 
family  live  in  Shenandoah,  Pennsylvania. 

William  J.  Higgins  was  born  Dec.  11,  1861,  at 
Tamaqira,  Schu3-lkili  county,  where  he  received 
his  early  education.  He  then  entered  A’illanova 
College,  near  Philadelphia,  and  in  1S81  came  to 
Mount  Carmel,  where  he  has  since  been  located. 
He  embarked  in  the  furniture,  undertaking  and 
livery  busines.s,  being  one  of  the  first  in  the 
borough  to  engage  in  undertaking,  which  has  to 
the  present  been  his  specialty.  He  did  not  long 
continue  the  furniture  line.  During  the  thirty 
years  he  has  been  located  in  Mount  Carmel  he  has 
conducted  about  thirty-five  hundred  funerals.  He 
built  his  .place  of  business,  at  Xo.  40  South  Mar- 
ket street,  in  1883,  and  his  residence  is  next  door. 
Mr.  Higgins's  business  has  brought  him  into.,  con- 
tact with  many  citizens  of  this  vicinity,  in  all  the 
walks  of  life,  and  his  efficient  services  and  pro- 
gressive methods,  no  less  than  his  estimable  per- 
sonality, have  won  him  the  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  had  dealings  in  any  of  the  relations 
of  life.  He  is  a director  of  the  Anthracite  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association,  the  oldest  institution  of 
its  kind  in  IMount  Carmel,  and  since  1905  has 
been  connected  with  the  Guarantee  Trast  and  Safe 
Deposit  Company  in  the  same  capacity.  He  has 
served  in  tbe  council  as  representative  from  the 
Third  ward,  having  been  elected  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket.  iMr.  Higgins  is  treasurer  of  the  local 
organization  of  the  Foresters:  treasurer  of  Aerie 
Xo.  644,  F.  0.  E. ; member  of  the  Eagles  Home 
Association  ; of  the  A.  0.  H. ; the  Sons  of  Vet- 
erans; and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  a 
Catholic  in  religious  faith  and  a member  of  the 
Catholic  Total  Abstinence  Society. 

On  Sept.  14,  1887,  Mr.  Higgins  married  Mary 
McGailey,  and  to  them  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren : Margaret.  William,  Aloysius,  Ignatius,  John, 
Mary  and  Sarah. 

DAVID  C.  WOLF,  .senior  member  of  the  Sun- 
bury  Construction  Company,  contractors  and 
builders  of  the  borough  of  Sunbury,  was  born 
Dec.  23,  1864,  in  Pockefeller  township,  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  on  the  »>ld  Wolf  homestead.. 

Mr.  Wolf’s  first  direct  ancestor  in  this  county 
was  his  great-grandfather,  Xieholas  Wolf,  but 
there  is  earlier  record  of  those  of  the  name  here, 
one  John  IVolf,  who  lived  in  iMahanov  township, 
having  made  his  last  will  and  testament  March  7, 
1784,  and  died  in  April,  1784.  His  brother 
George  and  Robert  Martin,  Esq.,  were  his  execu- 
tors, and  it  appvar^  tliat  John  had  no  children, 
but  loft  all  his  o.statc  to  ilw  children  of  his  brother 


George,  namely:  Henry,  John,  George  and  Philip- 
If  these  Wolfs  were  of  the  same  family  as  the- 
forefatliers  of  David  C.  '.Volf  the  records  at  hand 
do  not  show  the  connection. 

Xieholas  Wolf  was  a native  of  Lehigh  county,, 
where  he  lived  upon  and  owned  land  in  White 
Hall  township  upon  ■'vhich  the  Lehigh  county  alms- 
house is  located.  It  is  considered  to  be  among- 
the  best  agricultural  land  in  that  county.  Alx)ut 
1812  ho  brought  his  family  front-  Lehigh  county 
to  Xortliumberland  couiit3’,  settling  near  Seven 
Points,  in  whal:  is  now  Rockefeller  township,  on  a 
farm  later  owned  by  Peter  Oyster.  On  May  22,. 
1815,  Xieholas  Wolf  agreed  to  pay  Philip  Weiser 
$113.35  on  or  before  May  1,  1820.  five  3'ear  judg- 
ment note;  under  same  date,  i\[ay  22,  1815,  ap- 
pears, Xieholas  Wolf.  $225,  judgment  note,  dou- 
ble; another,  $775.52.  Xieholas  Wolf  and  his- 
family  were  Littherans,  and  are  buried  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  Lautz’s  church.  The  older  children — 
if  not  all — of  the  family  Avere  born  in  Lehigh 
count3',  before  the  removal  to  Xortliumberland. 
We  have  the  following  record  of  the  family: 
Abraham  Avas  the  grandfather  of  David  C.  Wolf 
and  is  mentioned  beloAv;  Joel,  born  Aug.  27,  1805, 
Avas  a farmer,  and  lived  near  the  Cross  Road 
church  in  Rockefeller  township,  and  he  is  buried 
at  that  church,  A\-here  the  record  shoAvs  that  he 
died  Jan.  25,  1895  (his  Avife,  Mary  M.,  born  Aug. 
13,  1811,  died  Feb.  20,  1901)  John  lived  in 
HolloAving  Run,  in  LoAver  Augusta  township: 
Thomas  P>.,  born  Feb.  26,  1809.  lived  in  Rocke- 
feller toAA'nship,  died  April  2,  1864,  and  is  buried 
at  Wolf's  Cross  Road  cluirch  (his  wife.  Susanna, 
died  Xov.  28,  1887,  aged  seventy-five  years,  two 
months,  si.xteen  days)  ; Henry  settled  at  Red 
Bank,  Jefferson  Co.,  Pa.;  Polly  Avas  Mrs.  Bacon: 
another  daughter  married  Israel  Steffen;  Betsir 
married  William  BartholomeAv ; Hannah  married 
Daniel  Conrad;  Christian  married  John  Cris- 
singer. 

Abraham  Wolf,  son  of  Xieholas,  was  born  Jan- 
22.  1794,  in  Lehigh  count}",  came  with  the  family 
to  Xortliumberland  county,  and  liccame  a farmer, 
living  near  Seven  Points,  on  a place  of  about  150 
acres  Avhich  he  owned  and  Avhich  is  now  the  prop- 
erty of  Ira  B.  Clement.  He  died  xVug.  26,  1881, 
and  is  Iniried  at  Lantz’s  church.  He  Avas  a 
Lutheran,  as  Avas  also  his  Avife,  Susanna  (Fasold), 
Avho  Avas  born  Oct.  8,  1798,  at  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  Avas  baptized  Oct.  ISth.  same  year,  in 
the  Lutheran  faith,  sponsors  Johannes  Slichter 
and  his  Avife  Dorothea,  and  died  Jan.  24,  1873. 
4’heir  children  Avere  as  folloAvs : John  died  in  Rock- 
efeller township;  L}’dia  married  Henry  IMalich; 
.Jonathan  died  July  14,  1874,  aged  forh’-six  }'cars, 
eight  montbs,  tAvont3'-fi''’o  days,  and  is  buried  at 
Wolf’s  Cross  Road  church;  j\faria  married  Henry 
Bloom;  Reuben  is  mentioned  below;  Gideon,  born 
Feb.  13,  1832.  lived  in  Sunbury,  and  died  June 
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:21,  1909  (his  wife  Eebecca,  born  June  22,  1828, 
Hiied  May  24,  1909,  and  they  are  buried  at  the 
Cross  Road  church)  ; Aaron;  Peter;  Samuel  mar- 
ried Eliza  Zartman  and  they  live  in  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.;  Henry  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  Stella, 
Xebr. ; Louisa  married  Theodore  Chester,  of  Sun- 
bury.  _ y _ 

Reuben  lYolf  was  born  Jan.  21,  1830,  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Lower  Augusta  (now  Rockefel- 
ler) township,  and  passed  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  on  that  place,  which  had  been  in  the  Wolf 
name  for  many  years.  It  is  located  in  what  is 
now  Rockefeller  township,  five  miles  east  of  Sun- 
bury,  and  contains  130  acres  of  valuable  land, 
■which  2Ir.  Wolf  cultivated  profitably,  being  a 
prosperous  farmer  throughout  his  active  years. 
Some  three  years  before  his  death  he  retired  and 
jnoved  into  the  borough  of  Sunbury,  where  he 
•died  Oct.  8,  1910,  when  over  eighty  }'ears  old.  He 
is  buried  in  the  new  cemetery  at  Lantz's  church, 
mf  which  church  lie  was  in  his  later  life  a Lutheran 
member. 

]Mr.  Wolf  married  Harriet  Zartman,  who  died 
}mung,  and  is  buried  at  Lantz’s  church.  By  this 
union  there  were  two  children : A daughter  who 
•died  when  small;  and  Mary  Alice,  wife  of  John 
Martz,  of  Sunbury.  Mr.  Wolf  married  Mary 
Hauck,  who  was  born  in  1831,  daughter  of  David 
-and  Anna  (Lantz)  Hauck,  of  Rockefeller  town- 
ship. Mrs.  Wolf,  now  (1911)  in  her  eighty-first 
year,  makes  her  home  in  Sunbury  with  her  son 
David.  The  following  children  were  born  to  this 
marriage : Clara,  living  in  Sunbury,  widow  of  Wil- 
liam Ivniss  (she  had  children,  Lloyd,  Clayton, 
Algie  and  *\jithonv)  ; David  C. ; Ammon,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Maggie,  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Gass  (she  had  children,  Herman, 
Daisy,  Irwin.  Margaret  and  Clara)  ; Anthony,  de- 
ceased. who  married  Emma  Fasold  (left  six  chil- 
dren, Harry,  Esther,  2Iary,  Joseph,  Florence  and 
IRuth)  ; Amelia,  wife  of  Irwin  Hornberger,  of 
Rockefeller  township  (had  children,  Dolan,  Ada 
and  Grace)  : and  S.  Gilbert,  of  Sunbury  (who  has 
a son  Charles). 

David  C.  IVolf  attended  the  public  schools  of 
the  home  locality  and  worked  on  the  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  At  that 
time  he  took  u]>  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he 
learned  under  John  Schrelller,  and  continued  to 
follow  that  calling  as  a journeyman  until  he 
formed  his  present  partnership  with  William  B. 
Eister,  in  the  year  1905.  They  do  business  under 
the  firm  name  of  the  Sunbury  Construction  Com- 
pany. Besides  general  contracting  and  l)uilding. 
they  deal  in  lumber  and  building  material  and 
engage  to  a considerable  extent  in  the  cement 
'block  business.  The  office  and  yard  is  at  Xo.  128 
Awl  street,  Sunbury.  The  Sunbury  Construction 
Company  has  erected  a number  of  residences  in 
:the  borough,  as  well  as  buildings  of  other  kinds, 


including  the  •'GVldine  Hotel,”  and  has  consider- 
able repair  work.  The  business  has  developed 
so  that  twenty  men  are  given  steady  employment, 
and  the  firm  is  gaining  a high  reputation  for  sub- 
stantial and  workmanlike  construction  and  thor- 
ough reliability  in  the  completion  of  all  contracts. 

IMr.  "Wolf  is  well  known  in  local  fraternal  cir- 
cles, being  a member  of  Lodge  X'o.  131,  Woodmen 
of  the  AVorld;  of  Circle  Xo.  28,  an  auxiliary  of  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World;  and  of  Tribe  Xo.  ISG,  1. 
0.  R.  21.  He  attends  the  Reformed  Church. 

In  1891  2Ir.  Wolf  married  Jennie  IT.  Keefer, 
who  was  born  in  I860,  daughter  of  Samuel  Keef- 
er, and  died  in  1899 ; she  is  buried  at  Lantz’s 
church.  In  1905  he  married  (second)  Xora  Start- 
zel,  of  Snydertown,  this  county,  who  died  in  1907, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  and  was  buried 
at  Snydertown.  He  has  no  famil3^ 

FRAXK  J.  G.  S2IITH,  general  superintendent 
of  the  2Iount  Carmel  factorv  of  the  Cumberland 
Shirt  2Ianufacturing  Company,  is  a young  man 
of  enterprise  and  ability  and  worthy  of  the  re- 
sponsible position  in  which  he  has  been  retained 
for  several  years.  The  bitsiness  of  the  company 
has  more  than  quadrupled  since  he  first  came  to 
2fount  Carmel  in  its  interest,  but  he  has  shown 
himself  able  to  meet  the  increased  demands  and 
has  not  only  kept  peace  with  the  business  but  an- 
ticipated many  important  changes. 

2Ir.  Smith  was  born  Oct.  27,  1874,  at  Ashland, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Joseph  G.  and  2Iargaret 
T.  (Xey)  Smith.  His  father  was  born  2Iarch  18, 
1849,  in  Pottsville,  that  countv,  and  lived  there 
until  six  months  after  he  attained  his  majority. 
In  1870  he  located  at  Ashland,  where  he  found 
employment  with  Wesley  2Ianley.  under  whom  he 
learned  carriage  building  and  wagon  making.  On 
2Iarch  18,  1874,  he  engaged  in  that  business  at 
Ashland  on  his  own  account,  and  has  continued 
same  to  the  present,  Ijeing  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  respected  citizens  of  that  place.  He 
has  been  elected  to  various  local  offices,  'naving 
served  as  councilman,  school  director  and  tax  col- 
lector of  the  borough,  filling  the  latter  office  (to 
which  he  was  elected  in  1890 ) three  years.  He 
is  vice-president  of  the  Tax  Payers’  Association, 
and  lias  long  been  a prominent  member  of  the 
Washington  Fire  Company,  which  he  joined  in 
187G  and  which  he  has  served  as  president,  being 
now  vice-president  of  the  company.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church  and  a Democrat  in 
political  opinion. 

On  Jan.  8,  1874,  Air.  Smitli  married  2Iargaret 
T.  Xey,  Avho  was  born  2Iarch  30,  1854,  in  Schuyl- 
kill county.  Pa.,  daughter  of  Jacob  Xey,  and  died 
Aug.  15,  1903.  There  were  twelve  children  by  this 
union,  born  as  follows:  Frank  J.  G.,  Oct.  27, 
1874:  Barbara  21.,  June  10,  1876;  Anna  J.. 
2Iarch  17,  1878;  IVilliam  A.,  Aug.  14,  1879  (died 
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yoiuig) ; William  L.^  Dec.  31,  18S0 ; ►Stella  T., 
Sept.  30,  18S2  (died  young)  ; Margaret  E.,  April 
11,  188-5  (entered  the  convent  April  24,  1808,  and 
is  now  known  as  Sister  liufenia)  ; Josephine  M., 
April  26,  1888;  Joseph  H.,  March  24,  1890;  Stella 
X.,  Feb.  18,  1892;  .John  L.,  Xov.  11,  1893;  Lucy 
A.,  Jan.  14,  1896. 

Frederick  Sniitli,  grandfather  of  Frank  J.  G. 
Smith,  was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  Am- 
erica in  1848,  when  twenty-four  years  old.  He 
settled  in  Fottsviile,  Pa.,  and  was  one  of  the  early 
miners  at  that  })oint,  where  he  died  when  sixty- 
seven  years  old.  His  wife,  Barbara  il.  Taan,  was 
also  a native  of  Germany,  and  they  had  a family 
of  five  children,  viz.:  .Joseph  G.,  Adam  IF,  Mary 
T.,  Theresa  J.  and  Lebold  C. 

Frank  J.  G.  Smith  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Ashland.  After  commencing  work  in 
earnest  he  was  with  his  father  for  two  years,  after 
which  ho  was  empkAed  by  John  Deuce,  selling 
leathers  for  a time.  He  was  later  in  the  employ 
of  the  Light  Company  at  Ashland  for  four  years 
before  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  concern  with 
which  he  has  since  been  associated.  He  was  evith 
the  company  at  Ashland  until  transferred  to  Mount 
Carmel,  in  March,  1905.  W’^hen  he  first  came  here 
the  factory  was  a comparatively  small  affair,  at 
Sixth  and  Oak  streets,  with  equipment  and  ac- 
commodation for  sixty  hands.  In  1907  the  pres- 
ent factory,  75  by  80  feet  in  dimensions,  and  three 
stories  in  height,  was  erected,  and  here  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  hands  are  constantly  employed  in 
the  manufacture  of  shirts  with  attached  collars. 
An  establishment  which  affords  jJi'ofitable  eniplo}- 
ment  to  so  large  a number,  in  a community  of  the 
size  of  Alount  Carmel,  is  naturally  of  the  utmost 
importance,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  factory  has 
a direct  influence  on  the  prosperity  of  the  bor- 
ough. Air.  Smith,  as  general  manager  of  this  ex- 
tensive plant,  not  only  occupies  an  important  rela- 
tion to  its  owners,  but  to  the  local  industrial  situa- 
tion and  his  fellow  citizens  in  Alount  Carmel  gen- 
erally. His  stalfility  and  thorough  efficiency  have 
won  him  good  standing  among  business  men,  and 
personally  ho  holds  the  respect  of  all  who  know 
him. 

On  April  27,  1896,  IMr.  Smith  married  Posie 
Seltzer,  and  they  have  the  following  children: 
Joseph,  Francis,  IMav,  Ilaymond,  Frederick,  Posie 
and  Hilda. 

In  religious  connection  Air.  Smith  is  a Catholic, 
and  fraternally  he  holds  membership  in  the 
Kniglits  of  Columbus  and  the  Ped  IMen,  in  which 
latter  order  he  is  quite  prominent,  having  served 
as  di.strict  deputy.  He  is  a Democrat  in  political 
svmpathy,  but  takes  no  active  part  in  politics  or 
public  affairs. 

HOOVEP.  The  name  Hoover,  well  known  in 
various  parts  of  X’oi'thiiudiei'land  county,  was  or- 


iginally Huber,  and  according  to  Professor  Kuhns 
is  derived  from  an  old  German  w'ord,  ‘"hutre,'"’  im- 
plying possession  of  a small  tract  of  land  or  a 
farm,  which  would  indicate  that  the  family  are 
descended  from  a sturdy  race  of  Swiss  farmers, 
the  original  home  of  the  Hubers  having  been  in 
the  Canton  of  Zurich,  Switzerland.  Their  records 
date  back  eight  hundred  years.  In  America  the 
nanie  has  undergone  various  changes  in  spelling, 
and  we  have  Huver,  Hover,  Hoober  and  Hoover. 

XYarly  fifty  Hubers  lauded  at  Philadelphia 
prior  to  the  tvar  for  independence.  Twentt'^-live 
more  came  to  America  (landing  at  Philadelphia) 
before  1749,  the  first  being  Hans  Ulrich  Huber, 
who  landed  Aug.  19,  1729.  On  Sept.  21,  1732, 
there  arrived  four  brothers,  Christian.  Hans,  Hans 
l\Iartin  and  Jacob,  the  two  last  named  lieing  under 
sixteen  years  of  age.  Jacob,  the  youngest,  set- 
tled in  Bucks  county,  and  there  is  record  of  a 
deed  'for  property  in  Plumstead  township,  that 
county,  to  Jacob  Huber,  1748.  In  1751  a son, 
Heniw,  -was  born  to  him. 

Henry  Huber,  born  in  1751,  son  of  Jacob,  mar- 
ried IMargaret  Kern,  and  they  lived  somewhere 
in  Hilltown  township,  Bucks  county,  where  five- 
children  were  born  to  them:  Christian.  .Jacob,  Phil- 
ip, Elis  and  Mary.  In  1197  Henry  Huber  moved  to 
Gwynedd  township  (now  Montgomery  county), 
settling  on  a farm  of  two  hundred  acres  which  he 
bought  of  George  Maris  for  eighteen  hundred 
2>ounds.  After  his  death,  which  occurred  April  9, 
1809,  the  farm  was  divided  into  two  tracts,  of  one 
hundred  acres  each,  the  old  homestead  part  go- 
ing to  the  son  Philip,  the  other  to  the  son  Jacob. 
Margaret  (widow  of  Henry)  died  Xov.  27,  1813, 
aged  sixty-one  }'ears,  nijie  months,  29  days.  The 
daughter  Elis  married  .John  Rile;  the  daughter 
JIary  married  JVilliam  Ivneedler. 

Philip  Hoover,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  July 
20,  1782,  and  was  a prominent  man  in  his  day. 
He  was  involved  in  the  rebellion  precipitated  by 
the  x41ien  and  Sedition  laws  passed  during  the 
Adams  administration,  and  served  in  the  war  of 
1812.  He  was  a captain  of  volunteers  when  only 
eighteen  years  old,  was  elected  colonel  of  a regi- 
ment of  militia,  served  as  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature,  and  was  a prominent  church  man, 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  Boehm's  Church, 
which  he  served  as  elder  from  1803  to  1809.  as 
deacon  from  1810  until  1823,  and  after  1823  again 
as  elder.  On  X"ov.  13,  1804,  he  married  J.lary 
Conrad,  who  was  born  Aug.  23.  1785,  daughter 
of  Hon.  P'rederick  Conrad  (member  of  Congress 
for  four  years),  and  died  Oct.  17.  1868.  To  them 
were  born  thirteen  children,  only  six  of  whom, 
however,  reached  maturity.  The  record  of  this 
family  is  as  follows:  Frederick  IV.,  born  .Jan.  17, 
1806;  Julian,  Scj)t.  25,  1807  (died  Xov.  30, 
1808)  : Susanna.  ,Julv  14.  1809  (died  Mav  25. 
1810);  Maria,  April  13,  1811:  Henry  C.,  April 
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5,  1S13  (died  Fob.  T,  ISIG)  ; twin  sons,  July  G, 
1815  (lived  only  three  days)  ; a daughter,  Aug. 
25,  1817  (lived  only  four  days)  ; Ann  Catharine, 
March  5,  1819  (died  Aug.  20,  1820)  ; Hiram  Con- 
rad, Oct.  23,  1822 : Albert  C.,  April  5,  1825 ; Ann 
Elizabeth,  Dec.  11,  1S2G;  Andrew  J.,  Nov.  13, 
1828. 

Jacob  Huber,  son  of  Henry,  born  Oct.  28, 
1787,  came  to  Upper  Augusta  township,  Northum- 
berland county,  after  his  marriage,  about  1813, 
settling  on  a tract  of  1G7  acres,  the  farm  of  the 
late  Benjamin  Hoover,  but  now  the  property  of  the 
Odd  Fellows’  Orphans’  Home  Association,  to 
which  it  was  sold  in  1898.  Jacob  Huber  was  a 
lifelong  farmer.  He  and  his  wife  Sarah,  born 
Oct.  24,  1788,  are  buried  at  St.  Luke’s  Church, 
Snydertown.  They  were  Lutherans  in  religious 
faith.  We  have  the  following  record  of  their 
eight  children;  Harriet,  born  Dec.  12,  1811,  mar- 
ried William  Martz  and  had  ten  children  and 
thirty-one  grandchildren ; IMargaret,  born  Aug.  25, 
1813,  married  George  Shipe  and  had  eleven  chil- 
dren and  twenty-three  grandchildren;  Thomas, 
born  Jan.  IG,  1816,  died  young;  Jonathan,  born 
March  29,  1818,  had  ten  children  and  twenty- 
seven  grandchildren ; Andrew,  born  Jan.  16,  1821, 
had  ten  children  and  eleven  grandchildren ; Catha- 
rine, born  June  1,  1823,  married  Peter  Stroh,  and 
had  eight  children  and  fifteen  grandchildren; 
Benjamin,  born  Feb.  2,  1827,  had  ten  children 
and  seven  grandchildren;  Sarah,  born  June  28, 
1830,  died  young.  This  -family  changed  the  spel- 
ling of  the  name  to  Hoover  between  1843  and 
1845. 

Benjamin  Huber  or  Hoover  was  born  Feb.  2, 
1827,  and  passed  all  his  life  on  the  same  farm  in 
Upper  Augusta  township,  living  and  dying  at  the 
place  of  his  birth.  He  purchased  the  homestead 
about  1855,  and  throughout  his  life  was  engaged 
in  farming,  in  which  he  was  successful.  He  was 
the  first  man  to  run  a milk  wagon  in  Sunbury. 
Fie  was  one  of  the  active  citizens  of  his  community, 
serving  a number  of  years  as  road  supervisor 
(which  office  Ite  was  tilling  at  the  time  of  his 
death)  and  also  acting  as  school  director;  he 
helped  to  build  tlie  Evert  schoolhouse.  Politically 
he  was  a Pepublican.  He  and  his  wife  Margaret 
(Keefer),  daughter  of  Daniel  Keefer,  had  a fam- 
ily of  ten  children : Catharine,  Eeuben  F.,  Annie 
E.,  Alicty  Elizabeth,  Dlaggie,  Lettie,  William  A. 
J.,  George  and  Clement. 

William  A.  J.  Hoovlr,  son  of  Benjamin,  was 
born  May  28,  18G3,  in  Upper  Augusta  township, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  local  schools. 
Fie  was  reared  to  farming,  but  for  seven  years 
was  engaged  in  railroading  on  the  Peading  road, 
becoming  an  engineer.  He  resigned,  however,  for 
the  good  of  his  health,  and  bought  the  old  Coter- 
man  homestead  of  173  acres  in  Upper  Augusta, 
upon  which  place  he  has  farmed  since  April,  1899. 
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He  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  dairy  business  as 
well  gs  in  general  agricultural  work,  and  has  taken 
considerable  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  locality, 
having  served  as  roadmaster  since  1903.  He 
served  two  terms  as  school  director,  resigning  from 
that  office.  Mr.  Hoover  is  a Pepublican  in  political 
opinion.  He  is  a Mason,  holding  membership  in 
Bhainokin  Lodge,  No.  255,  F.  & A.  M. 

In  1888  Dir.  Hoover  married  Laura  C.  DIc- 
Williams,  sister  of  Curtis  Q.  McWillianis,  of 
Sbamokin,  and  a native  of  Paxiiios,  Northumber- 
land county.  Mr.  and  DIrs.  Hoover  have  had  nine 
children;  Blanche  E.,  who  married  Howard  Em- 
rich,  of  Sbamokin;  Benjamin  S.,  deceased  in  in- 
fancy; Alma  C. ; Curtis  McW. ; Eva  M. ; Lettie  P., 
deceased  in  infancy;  William  Paul;  Walter  P. ; 
and  Mary  E. 

.John  Hoover,  possibl}'  of  the  same  origin  as  the 
Hoovers  previously  mentioned,  was  born  in  one  of 
the  lower  counties  of  Pennsylvania  in  1780  and 
lived  for  many  years  in  Northumberland  county, 
dying  near  Peed  s station,  in  Sbamokin  township. 
Oct.  11,  1854.  He  was  a farmer  and  very  suc- 
cessful, owning  three  farms,  one  of  which  is  now 
the  property  of  P.  S.  Aucker  and  another  owned 
by  a Duttinger.  He  was  a Lutheran' member  of 
the  “Brick'’’  (Peed’s)  Church,  where  both  his 
wives  are  buried.  His  first  marriage  was  to  Dlar- 
garet  Pitter,  who  died  Nov.  11,  1828.  aged  fortv- 
four  years,  the  mother  of  eight  children ; Samuel 
is  mentioned  later  in  this  article;  .Joseph  married 
DIattie  Katerman  and  had  eight  children;  John 
married  Elizabeth  Wolverton  and  had  four  chil- 
dren; Annie  married  George  Krick  and  had  six 
children ; Thomas  married  Katie  Krigbaum  and 
had  four  children  : Pebecca  married  George  Keller 
and  had  two  children ; William  married  Louisa 
Baldy  and  had  six  children  ; Solomon  married  El- 
len Brooks  and  (second)  Sallie  FYedericks  and  had 
.-even  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters. 

For  hi.s  second  wife  Dir.  Hoover  married  DIarv 
Harman,  who  died  Nov.  25,  1883,  aged  eightv-four 
years,  six  months,  twelve  days  ; lier  mother,  Eliz- 
alieth,  lived  in  the  neighborhood  above  Blooiiis- 
hurg.  Eight  children  were  horn  to  .John  and  DIarv 
(Ilarman)  Floover,  viz.:  Louisa  married  Daniel 

Yost;  J.  Harman  lived  at  I’ottsville.  later  at  Ash- 
land and  Schuylkill  Haven.  Pa. ; Henry  is  a resi- 
dent of  Shaniol.'in.  Pa. ; Isaac,  of  Flolton,  Kaiu. ; 
Luther,  of  DVilliams})ort,  Pa. ; George,  of  Holton, 
Ivans.:  Francis  is  mentioned  below;  Amelia  mar- 
I ied  Azariah  Campbell. 

^Francis  Hoover,  insurance  hi’oker  of  Sbamokin. 
Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  was  born  Aug.  8.  18  t2. 
in  Sbamokin  township,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood. He  received  the  advantages  alforded  by  rli(> 
local  public  schools,  but  he  is  a self-made  man, 
having  made  his  own  way  from  boyhood  and  risen 
to  a substantial  position  througli  his  own  ciTorts. 
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In  1859  he  commenced  to  learn  carpentering, 
which  he  followed  for  eight  years  in  all,  and  for 
another  eight  years  was  engaged  at  pattern-mak- 
ing. For  the  next  sixteen  years  he  had  a store  at 
Xo.  19  Xortli  Shamokin  street,  in  the  borough  of 
Shamokin,  carrying  on  a mercantile  business,  but 
he  was  obliged  to  abandon  that  line  on  account. of 
his  health,  withdrawing  from  it  in  1892.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  was  engaged  in  city  work,  being  clerk 
of  the  poor  district  and  for  eight  years  health  in- 
spector, and  in  1909  he  entered  the  fire  insurance 
business,  in  wliich  he  has  established  a profitable 
patronage. 

Mr.  Hoover  has  been  active  in  the  various  or- 
ganizations of  a social,  fraternal  or  religious  na- 
ture with  which  he  has  been  identified.  He  is  a 
Methodist  and  served  many  years  as  trustee  of  the 
church,  being  long  secretary  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees. He  is  one  of  the  two  surviving  charter  mem- 
bers of  Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo.  661,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  of 
'which  he  has  been  a member  since  1865,  and  he 
also  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows  Encampment.  Po- 
litically he  is  an  independent  Republican. 

On  Dec.  21,  1865,  Mr.  Hoover  married  Mary  E. 
Lewis,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Dout}') 
Lewis,  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  and  they  had  a family 
of -Seven  children:  Charles,  born  Feb.  1,  186T, 

died  June  1,  1867  ; George  W..  born  Sept.  11,  1869, 
died  in  April,  1870;  John  Frederick,  born  Mav 
23,  1871,  died  Aug.  7,  1871;  Mary  E.,  born  Oct. 
10,  1876,  married  G.  A.  Buck,  w'ho  is  station  agent 
at  Sunbury;  Elmira  R.,  born  Sept.  7,  1879,  mar- 
ried J.  T.  Shoener,  a printer  at  Shamokin ; Bes- 
sie A.,  born  April  28,  1883,  is  unmarried  and 
keeps  house  for  her  father  ; Raymond  F.  is  men- 
tioned below.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
Dec.  15,  1907,  aged  sixty-three  year.y.  three  months, 
three  days. 

Ray]MOXD  F.  Hoover,  son  of  Francis,  was  born 
Xov.  22,  1887,  and  accpiired  his  education  in 
Shamokin,  attending  the  high  school.  When  sev- 
enteen years  old,  on  Jan.  6,  1905,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Philadelphia  & Reading  Railway 
Company  at  Sunbury,  as  clerk,  and  on  !May  11, 
1909,  received  promotion  for  merit  to  his  present 
position,  that  of  chief  clerk  at  the  Reading  freight 
station  in  Sunbury.  Four  men  are  employed  at 
the  station.  IMr.  Hoover  has  proved  himself  a re- 
liable young  man,  and  he  is  respected  for  his  in- 
dustry and  capability. 

On  Sept.  Id,  1909,  Mr.  Hoover  married  Lillie 
M.  Wetzel,  daughter  of  X'athan  G.  and  Kate 
(Eyster)  Wetzel,  of  Sunbury.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hoover  are  members  of  the  First  United  Evangel- 
ical Church  at  Sunbury. 


Samuel  Hoover,  son  of  John  and  IMargaret 
(Ritter)  Hoover,  was  born  Aug.  26,  1806,  in 
Shamokin  township,  Xorthuraberland  county,  and 
in  Ids  early  life  followed  the  cooper’s  trade.  Later 


he  was  engaged  in  tanning  in  partnership  with 
his  brother  Joseph,  doing  business  in  Shamokin 
township  for  thirty  years.  After  selling  his  in- 
terest in  the  tannery  to  Samuel  Joseph  settled  at 
Bushnell,  111.,  where  he  is  buried.  In  1867  Sam- 
uel Hoover  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  tanning 
business,  which  is  now. owned  by  William  F.  Kline, 
and  bought  a farm  upon  which  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
was  an  energetic  and  successful  man,  active  in  lo- 
cal affairs,  served  as  overseer  of  the  poor  and  in 
many  other  township  offices,  and  was  a member 
and  generous  supporter  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Fraternally  he  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to 
the  lodge  at  Snydertown.  He  married  Sarah  Lee, 
who  was  from  the  Swabian  Creek  district,  born 
Xov.  12,  1801,  in  Xorthumberland  county,  and 
died  March  2-7,  1872,  just  a month  after  her  hus- 
band, whose  death  occurred  Fel).  26,  1872.  He  is 
buried  at  Snydertown.  Xine  children  were  born 
to  this  couple,  as  follows : Sarah,  born  March  24, 

1833,  married  William  Reed,  a farmer,  and  they 
lived  at  Reed’s  station,  in  Shamokin  township ; 
John,  born  Aug.  27,  1834,  is  deceased;  Jacob, 
born  April  11,  1836,  married  Ella  Shrives  and 
lives  in  Bushnell,  111.,  a retired  hardware  mer- 
chant and  farmer  ; Margaret,  born  iMarch  13,  1838, 
married  Lafayette  Savidge,  and  they  lived  at  Plum 
Creek  and  later  at  SnydertoAvn,  where  she  died, 
Mr.  Savidge  afterward  continuing  to  make  his 
home  at  that  place  (they  are  buried  at  the  Eden 
Church)  ; Mary  Ann,  born  Jan.  10,  1840,  married 
Edison  Wolverton  and  lives  at  Holton,  Kans. ; 
Louisa,  born  March  28,  1842,  was  the  second  wife 
of  Lafayette  Savidge,  and  is  also  deceased;  Eli, 
born  IMarch  16,  1844,  married  Emma  Wolverton 
and  lived  across  the  river  at  Riverside,  Pa.,  where 
he  died  (he  is  buried  at  Danville)  ; David,  born 
Oct.  16,  1846,  a retired  farmer  and  carpenter  of 
Snydertown,  lives  on  the  old  homestead ; Harriet, 
born  Jan.  31,  1849,  is  unmarried  and  living  in 
Snydertown. 

John  Hoover,  son  of  Samuel,  was  Imrn  at  Sny- 
dertown Aug.  27,  1834,  and  before  his  marriage 
moved  out  to  Ohio,  where  he  died  in  1873  at  the 
comparatively  early  age  of  thirty-eight  years.  He 
is  buried  at  Bloomingville,  to  which  place  he  had 
first  moved  and  where  he  married  Hannah  Mead, 
and  they  lived  near  Xorth  Monroeville,  known  as 
‘"The  Prairie,”  in  Erie  county,  later  locating  at 
Wales  Corner,  four  miles  east  of  Clyde,  in  San- 
dusky county.  He  followed  farming.  He  died 
at  linales  Comers,  of  typhoid  fever.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Oliver,  who  is  now  a resident  of  Riv- 
erside, Pa. ; Wallace  A. ; Lillian,  of  Clyde,  Ohio, 
married  to  Frank  Deck  (they  have  no  children)  : 
Cora,  married  to  Elbert  Crockett  and  living  at 
Marshall,  Mo.  (they  arc  farming  people)  ; and 
Sarah  (called  Kitty),  unmarried,  of  Tontogany, 
Ohio. 
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Wallace  A.  IToo\i:l,  lum'bcr  merchant  and 
planing  mill  operator  at  Eiverside,  Pa.,  was  bora 
Alarch  11,  ISGG,  near  North  Alonroeville,  Ohio, 
and  was  edncated  i-n  the  public  schools  of  Wales 
Corners.  He  assisted  with  farm  work  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  old,  at  ■\\iiicli  time  he  commenced 
to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade,  following  that 
calling  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty.  Com- 
ing to  Snvdertown,  Pa.,  he  worked  for  his  uncles 
Eli  and  Oliver  at  carpentering,  Ijeing  thus  en- 
. gaged  for  five  years.  He  then  became  a partner 
of  the  firm  of  Oliver  Hoover  & Co.,  contractors 
and  builders,  and  besides  conducting  a planing 
mill  manufactured  l)cehives.  This  firm  did  busi- 
ness at  Snydertown  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
that  period  moving  to  Eiverside,  where  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  under  the  same  style  four 
years  longer.  Air.  Hoover  and  his  brother  Oliver 
then  bought  the  business,  which  they  conducted 
as  Hoover  Brothers  for  eleven  years.  Air.  AVallace 
A.  Hoover  becoming  sole  proprietor,  by  purchase, 
in  Alarch,  190G.  He  has  since  continued  the  busi- 
ness alone,  and  gives  employment  to  twenty  men. 
Air.  Hoover  does  general  contracting  and  build- 
•ing,  and  has  the  only  lumberyard  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river;  his  post  office  is  Eiverside,  and 
he  resides  on  Gearhart  street,  in  that  borough, 
where  he  is  regarded  as  a substantial  and  val- 
uable citizen.  He  is  at  present  serving  as  school 
director,  and  while  living  at  Snydertown  filled 
the  office  of  assessor.  In  politics  he  is  a Dem- 
ocrat. Fraternally  Air.  Hoover  holds  membprship 
in  Danville  Lodge,  No.  2’? I,  F.  ■ & A.  AI.,  Dan- 
ville Chapter,  No.  239,  Eoyal  Arch  Alasous.  and 
Calvary  Commandery,  No.  37,  K.  T.,  also  of  Dan- 
ville. 

Air.  Hoover  married  Emma  C.  Deibler,  daughter 
of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  (Eeed)  Deibler,  of 
Snydertown.  They  have  no  children. 

GEOEGE  AI.  KEESTETTEE,  a farmer  in 
the  upper  Plum  creek  district  of  Eockefeller 
township,  Northumberland  county,  was  born  Oct. 
5,  1850,  in  Cameron  townshi]),  where  his  father 
was  born  and  where  his  grandfather  settled  at  an 
early  dav. 

One  George  Kerstetter  came  to  this  country 
from  Germany.  ■ and  settled  near  Shamokin,  in 
Northumberland  county,  where  he  owned  250 
acres  of  valuable  land  at  what  is  now  Ferndale, 
where  he  died.  The  old  Nelson  and  Last  Chance 
collieries  were  located  upon  this  tract,  which  at 
one  time  was  valued  at  six  million  dollars. 

John  Kerstetter,  son  of  George,  was  born  at 
what  is  now  Ferndale,  near  Shamokin,  in  Coal 
township,  and  lived  in  that  township  until  his 
removal  to  Cameron  township.  His  home-tead 
there  is  now  occupied  by  his  son  Abraham.  He 
was  a shoemaker  by  trade,  and  followed  farming, 
owning  consideralde  laud,  now  divided  into  three 


farms.  That  part  where  Abraham  Kerstetter  now 
makes  his  home  was  the  homestead;  another  son, 
Adam,  had  a second  part,  which  he  sold  to  Na- 
than Latshaw  ; and  Elias  Derk,  a son-in-law,  has 
the  third  part.  Air.  Kerstetter  was  a leading  man 
among  the  early  settlers  in  that  region.  Physi- 
cally he  was  tall  and  slim.  He  is  buried  at  St. 
Paul's  Church  in  Cameron  township,  of  which 
church  he  was  a Lutheran  member  and  active  in 
its  work,  serving  in  the  church  council.  To  him 
and  his  wife  Polly  (Eaker)  were  born  children 
as  follows:  John  F.,  of  Cameron  township,  who 
had  a large  family;  Simon;  Salome,  who  maiuied 
Jacob  Weikel;  Susan,  who  marriecl  George  Lat- 
shaw ; Catharine,  who  married  Elias  Derk ; Eliza, 
who  niaixied.  Daniel_Kobel ; Adam  of  Coal  town- 
ship;'and  Abraham,  of  Cameron  township. 

Simon  Kerstetter,  son  of  John,  was  born  Jan. 
17,  1825,  in  what  is  now  Cameron  township,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  resided  until  1860,  farm- 
ing on  his  father’s  land.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  stonemason,  which  he  followed  during  his 
earlier  manhood.  From  1860  he  farmed  in  Eock- 
efeller township,  owning  and  residing  upon  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  sou  George  AI.  Kerstet- 
ter, a fertile  tract  of  sixty  acres  situated  in  the 
Plum  creek  valley.  There  lie  resided  for  forty- 
four  years,  dying  Alarcli  7,  1904.  He  is  buried 
at  the  Emanuel  Evangelical  Church  at  AA'olf’s 
Cross  Eoad  in  Eockefeller  township.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  served  on  the  Union  side  as  a mem- 
ber of  Company  H,  172d  Pennsylvania  Afiilun- 
teer  Eegiment.  His  wife,  Hannah  ( Alaurer),  was 
Ixirn  Alay  20,  1825,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Sar- 
ah (Hornberger)  Alaurer,  of  Little  Alahanoy 
township,  and  died  Alay  4,  1896.  They  were  the 
parents  of  one  child,  George  AI. 

George  AI.  Kerstetter  was  ten  years  old  wdien 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Eockefeller  town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  resided.  He  obtained 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  Air.  Ker- 
stetter inherited  his  fathers  farm,  which  he  has 
carried  on  successfully,  and  has  improved  the 
property  in  larious  ways  since  it  came  into  his 
possession,  bringing  it  up  to  date  and  using  mod- 
ern methods  in  its  cultivation  and  management. 
He  is  not  only  a good  farmer  but  possessed  of 
considerable  mechanical  ability,  and  does  his  own 
slmemaking.  He  is  a substantial  and  respected 
citizen  of  his  community,  a creditable  representa- 
tive of  a name  old  and  honored  in  Northumber- 
land county. 

On  July  2,  1871,  Air.  Kerstetter  married  Sarah 
Zimmerman,  daughter  of  Sebastian  and  Elizabetl; 
(Schlobig)  Zimmerman,  of  Alahantango  township. 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  and  they  have  had  three  chil- 
ilren;  Alary,  who  died  in  infanc}';  William,  of 
Plum  Creek;  and  Emma  J.,  who  married  W.  F. 
Bittinger,  of  Sunbury.  Air.  Kerstetter  and  his 
family  arc  Lutherans,  members  of  AVolf’s  Cross 
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Koad  Chiux-h;,  which  he  served  official !y  for  many 
years  as  member  of  tlie  church  council. 

Abraham  Kerstetfer,  son  of  John  and  Polly 
(Baker)  Kerstetfer,  was  born  on  the  homestead 
farm,  and  M'as  reared  to  farming.  Soon  after 
he  was  twenty  years  old  he  began  to  work  in  the 
coal  mines  at  Shamokin,  and  he  has  become  an 
experienced  miner,  having  continued  to  follow  the 
work  for  a number  of  years.  He  helped  to  build 
the  Burnside  breaker,  and  worked  at  that  col- 
liery as  well  as  at  Bear  Valley  and  Trevorton. 
When  quite  young  he  learned  the  track'  of  shoe- 
maker, which  he  followed  for  some  years  in  Cam- 
eron township,  while  living  on  the  homestead. 
He  now  lives  on  part  of  his  father’s  property, 
in  Cameron  township.  He  is  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, was  supervisor  of  Cameron  township  for 
many  years,  and  has  been  prominent  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  atfairs  of  St.  Paul's  Church, 
in  Cameron  township,  of  which  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  members,  and  in  which  he  has  held  office 
for  over  a quarter  of  a century.  His  wife,  Lydia 
Ann  Derk  (Derek),  is  a daughter  of  Daniel  and 
(Wheary)  Derk,  farming  people  of  Cam- 
eron township ; iMr.  Derk  was  also  a gunsmith 
and  a man  of  general  mechanical  ability,  having 
a little  shop  for  his  work  of  this  kind.  Xine 
children  have  l)oen  born  to  Hr.  and  Mrs.  Abra- 
ham Kerstetter;  Katie,  who  is  unmarried;  Fran- 
cis; Emeline,  who  died  when  eighteen  years  old; 
Peter,  of  Cameron  township;  Harry,  of  Cameron 
'township;  Franklin  D.,  of  Cameron  township; 
Hettie,  Mrs.  George  Wheary  ; John  D.,  of  Cam-'_ 
eron  township;  and  Sallie,  who  died  yiged  thiiT., 
teen  years.  S' ' ' i i! 

^Francis  Kerstetter,  son  of  Abraham,  was  born 
Xov.  13,  18G-'),  in  Cameron  township,  was  reared 
on  the  farm,  and  has  made  his  living  practically 
since  he  was  eight  years  old.  At  that  tender  age 
he  began  work  about  the  coal  mines  as  slate  pick- 
er, then  looked  after  the  feeding  gates,  oiled  wag- 
ons, drove  mules  and  eventually  became  a con- 
ductor on  the  ‘hlinkey’'’  engine,  bringing  coal  from 
the  mines  to  the  breaker.  He  then  drove  inside 
and  brought  coal  out  of  the  earth ; drove  wagons 
outside,  and  dumped  wagons,  working  around  the 
mines  for.  twenty-four  years  in  all,  during  which 
he  was  a regular  miner  for  many  years.  When 
about  sixteen  he  was  earning  a man’s  wages.  In 
the  spring  of  1808  Mr.  Kerstetter  settled  down  to 
farming  on  the  place  he  has  since  occupied  in 
Rockefeller  township,  having  ninety  acres  (for- 
merly the  Peter  M.  Reitz  farm)  in  a high  state 
of  cultivation.  He  is  an  energetic  man,  profi- 
cient in  the  use  of  tools,  makes  his  own  harness 
and  also  does  his  own  shoemaking,  and  frequently 
does  work  in  the  latter  line  for  neighbors.  Since 
1904  he  has  also  acted  as  agent  for  a fertilizer 
company,  selling  ninety  tons  of  fertilizer  per 
annum. 


In  Xovember,  1888,  ilr.  Kei'steiler  married 
Sarah  S.  Hen n in geiv  daughter  oF  Xhrthan  Heo- 
uingfff7 of  Cameron  township,  and  they  have  had 
seven  children;  William  and  Haiwey  (twins,  _the- 
latter  dying  in  infancy),  Xathaniel,  Bertha  S., 
Milton,  Arabella  and  Rosa  Edna.  IMr.  Kerstet- 
ter and  his  family  worship  at  the  Emanuel  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church,  which  he  has  served  as 
deacon.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  with  inde- 
pendent proclivities. 

BEXJ A:\IIX  a.  BEALOR,  M.  D..  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  at  Shamokin, 
Xorthumberland  county,  was  born  April  19,  1879, 
at  Herndon,  this  county,  and  is  the  eldest  son 
of  a distinguished  medical  practitioner  of  this  sec- 
tion, John  W.  Bealor.  lie  is  a member  of  an 
old  Penrisylvania  family  long  ago  identified  with 
Berks  county  and  for  several  generations  with 
Perry  county. 

Mark  Bealor,  the  first  of  this  family  of  whom 
we  have  record,  lived  in  Germany  until  his  im- 
migration to  America.  He  first  settled  in  Berks 
county.  Pa.,  thence  moving  to  Perry  county,  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  engaged  in 
farming.  He  served  in  the  Mexican  war. 

John  Bealor,  son  of  Mark,  and  the  next  in  the 
line  of  descent  to  Dr.  Bealor,  moved  with,  his 
father  from  Berks  county  to  Perry  county.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation. 

Benjamin  F.  Bealor,  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  Perry  county,  and  like  his  father  and  grand- 
father became  a farmer.  He  followed  agrieul- 
'tural  work  until  his  health  failed,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Virginia  in  the  hope  of  regaining  his 
strength,  but  the  change  did  not  henelit  him  as 
ho  expected,  and  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania, 
settling  in  Philadelphia.  He  lived  retired  there 
until  his  death,  in  the  fall  of  1897.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Weibley,  and  they  had  a family  of 
twelve  children,  five  sons  and  seven  daughters. 
Mr.  Bealor  was  a Democrat  and  active  in  the 
politics  of  his  locality,  serving  as  overseer  of  the 
poor  for  two  terms;  in  religion  he  was  a member 
of  the  Reformed  Church  and  a worker  in  the 
congTegation,  serving  a number  of  years  as  deacon. 

John  W.  Bealor,  son  of  Benjamin  F.,  was  horn 
March  19,  1854,  in  Perry  county,  and  there  re- 
ceived his  preparatory  education  in  the  pnddie 
schools  and  at  the  Xew  Bloomfield  Academy,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1873.  He  then  be- 
gan to  study  medicine  under  Dr.  G.  A.  Richard- 
son, of  Xewport,  Perry  county,  and  took  the 
course  at  the  College  of  Physician.s  and  Surgeons, 
at  Baltimore,  Md.,  graduating  therefrom  witli 
high  honors  in  18H).  His  first  location  for  prac- 
tice was  at  Elliottshurg,  Perry  county,  whore  he 
remained  for  years,  after  which  he  was  at  Locust 
Gap,  Xorthumberland  county,  a year  and  a half 
before  settling  in  Shamokin,  in  May,  188‘L  Here 
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he  at  once  eiiteied  into  a most  lucrative  general 
practice,  both  medical  and  surgical,  and  in  addi- 
tion established  a large  drug  store,  for  tlie  accom- 
modation of  his  otvn  patrons  and  also  for  general 
prescription  work  and  the  sale  of  pure  drugs  and 
druggists'  sundries'  of  all  kinds.  His  reputation 
as  a physician  and  druggist  is  second  to  none, 
and  his  high  personal  standing  has  been  won-  by 
years  of  conscientious  service  to  his  fellow  men. 
Dr.  Bealor  is  a valued  member  of  the  Xorthum- 
berland  County  Medical  Societ}-,  and  socially  he 
is  well  known  as  a memlier  of  Shamokin  Lodge, 
Xo.  66d,  I.  0.  0.  F. ; Washington  Camp,  P.  0. 
S.  of  A.;  and  tlie  B.  P.  0.  Elks.  He.  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  political  faith. 

Dr.  Bealor  married  ^lary  C.  Albert,  daughter 
of  George  Albert,  and  six  children  were  born  to 
them,  namely : Benjamin  A.,  Florence  B.,  Quilla 
E.,  Henry  Mark,  Helen  Mary  and  John  Watt, 
the  last  named  dying  when  two  years  old. 

Benjamin  A.  Bealor  attended  public  school  in 
Shamokin,  including  one  year  in  high  school,  and 
graduated  in  1893  from  the  Shamokin  Business 
College.  For  three  years  he  was  a student  at  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  the  Balti- 
more University  School  of  jMedicine,  at  Balti- 
more, Md.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1906, 
subsequently  taking  a post-graduate  course  at  the 
Atlantic  [Medical  College,  at  Baltimore,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1909.  Eeturning  to 
Shamokin  at  the  completion  of  his  course  he  lo- 
cated at  Xo.  "51  Xorth  Second  street.  He  is  do- 
ing excellent  work  in  his  profession,  and  his  pat- 
ronage during  his  short  period  of  actual  practice 
has  been  most  gratifying.  Dr.  Bealor  is  well 
known  among  the  local  fraternal  bodies,  belong- 
ing to  the  Elks,  the  Poyal  Arcanum,  the  Modern 
Woodmen  and  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Peformed  Church  and  a Pepubli- 
can  in  political  sentiment. 

On  July  30,  1908,  Dr.  Bealor  married  Mabel 
A.  Roberts,  only  daughter  of  E.  E.  Roberts,  of 
Sunbury,  Pa.,  and  they  have  a son,  John  Albert, 
born  May  ‘16,  1910. 

DODGE.  At  Xorthumberland.  this  county,  re- 
side tho  brothers  Charles  H.  Dodge  and  William 
Henry  Dodge,  both  of  whom  are  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  that  borough  and  included  among  its  sub- 
stantial citizens.  They  are  sons  of  Joseph  R. 
Dodge  and  grandsons  of  David  Stone  Dodge. 

David  Stone  Dodge  was  born  in  1783  in  the 
State  of  Xcw  Hampshire,  and  went  from  his  na- 
tive State  to  Kentucky,  where  he  lived  until  IS'll. 
From  there  he  went  to  Xew  Jersey  and  eventu- 
ally to  Xorthumberland  county.  Pa.,  keeping  a 
store  at  Elysbnrg  some  years  and  thence  moving 
to  Xorthumberland.  At  the  latter  place  he  had 
a rope  manufactory,  which  he  carried  on  until 
his  death,  employing  some  thirty  men  in  his  es- 


tablisliment,  which  was  the  loading  industrial  con- 
cern in  the  borough  in  its  day.  He  served  a num- 
ber of  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  after  coming 
to  Xorthumberland  and  Avas  a substantial  citizen 
here  as  elsewhere;  he  hatl  valuable  property  hold- 
ings at  one  time,  and  left  an  estate  in  Kentucky 
valued  at  over  $45,000,  which  his  heii’s  were  un-_ 
able  to  secure  possession  of  because  of  the  lack 
of  legal- proof  of  their  claims.  He  was  a Whig 
in  |volitics  and  a Presbyterian  in  religion.  “Squire” 
Dodge  was  first  married  to  a Kentucky  woman 
and  the  second  time  (in  Xew  Jersey  or  Pennsyl- 
vania) to  Mary  Anderson.  To  the  first  union 
were  born  eleven  children,  who  are  noiv  scattered 
all  over  the  eastern  part  of  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty. By  'his  second  marriage  there  were  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  Emcline,  Stephen  B.  and  Jos- 
eph R.  Stephen  B.  Dodge  was  a resident  of 
Xorthumberland,  and  died  in  1906  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years : his  children  were  David  S., 
John,  Alice,  Heinline  Stone,  Sallie,  Harry,  Ed- 
Avard,  William  E.  and  Fannie.  “Scpiire”  Dodge 
died  in  1850,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  and 
is  buried  in  Riverview  cemetery,  at  Xorthumber- 
land. The  Dodge  family  is  of  English  descent. 

Joseph  R.  Dodge  was  born  July  31.  1836,  at 
Xorthumberland,  where  he  still  makes  his  home. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  local  schools, 
and  at  an  early  age  began  working- in  his  father's 
rope  factory,  spinning  twine  before  he  was  twelve 
years  old.  In  1868  he  became  a p'uddler,  working 
for  the  Van  Alen  Company  as  an  iron  AA'orker 
for  thirteen  .years,  until  he  met  with  an  accident 
Avhich  crippled  his  left  hand.  He  then  built  him- 
self a store  at  the  corner  of  Queen  and  vSecond 
streets,  in  the  borough  of  Xorthumberland,  and 
engaged  in  business,  dealing  in  tobacco,  confec- 
Uoner}',  flour  and  wheat  for  many  years,  finally 
selling  out.  For  two  years  thereafter,  1893-94, 
he  was  jury  commissioner  of  the  county,  was  then 
engaged  for  some  time  as  agent  of  the  Prudential 
I)isurance  Company,  and  in  1905  began  driving 
a°  bakery  wagon  for  his  son,  William  H.  Dodge, 
Avho  is  engaged  in  the  baking  business  in  Xorth- 
umberlaml.  Mr.  Dodge  has  always  been  a Repub- 
lican, and  at  one;  time  was  quite  active  in  the 
])arty  and  in  local  public  affairs,  serving  nine 
years  as  constable  of  the  county,  eight  years  as 
overseer  ^of  the  poor,  one  year  as  supervisor,  and 
three^vears  as  councilman  in  his  borough.  He 
has  given  efficient  and  public-spirited  service  in 
every  capacity,  and  is  a well  and  favorably  knoAvu 
citizen,  commanding  the  esteem  of  all  Avho  know 
him. 

On  Dec.  17,  1857,  Mr.  Dodge  married  Mary  A. 
nine,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  (Hulli- 
gan)  Hinc,  of  Xorthumberland,  Pa.,  and  they 
have  had  six  children : Emma,  Avho  died  Avhen 
small;  [Marvd.,  who  died  Avhen  small;  Charles  H. ; 
William  TTenry;  Florence  ^1.,  Avho  died  small; 
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and  Ilavvey  0.,  of  Baltimore.  l\[r.  Dodge  and 
his  famil}’  are, members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Charles  II.  Dodge,  dealer  in  real  estate  and 
insurance  at  Northumberland,  where  he  has  built 
up  a creditable  business,  to  which  he  now  gives 
all  his  time,  was  born  in  the  lx)rough  of  North- 
umberland Sept.  17,  1867.  He  attended  public 
school  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twelve  }'ears, 
and  began  rvork  in  the  Van  Alen  nail  mill  at 
Northumberland,  where  he  was  employed  until 
sixteen.  At  that  time  he  became  a pupil  at  the 
Williamsport  Commercial  College,  graduating 
from  that  school  in  lS8o.  Keturning  home  he 
took  a position  rvith  the  Pennsylvania  Eailway 
Company  in  1887,  in  tlie  clerical  department  at 
Sunbury,  making  his  residence  at  Northumber- 
land. He  remained  witli  that  company  unril 
June,  1909,  when  he  gave  up  his  position  to  de- 
vote all  his  time  to  his  real  estate  and  insurance 
interests.  His  office  is  at  No.  228  Queen  street. 
Mr.  Dodge  had  commenced  this  business  some 
time  previously,  gradually  building  up  a patron- 
.age  which  has  come  to  require  all  his  time.  He 
began  selling  insurance  first,  later  dealing  in  real 
-estate,  and  he  now  has  a lucrative  business  in 
both  lines.  He  is  at  pre.sent  handling  the  Priest- 
ly Terrace  property,  which  is  very  rvell  located 
near  the  borough,  and  which  he  has  been  quite 
successful  in  selling.  Mr.  Dodge  has  filled  the 
effice  of  town  clerk  of  Northumberland  for  the 
past  fifteen  years.  He  is  a Kepublican  in  politics, 
a member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and,,  with  his  fam- 
ily, identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church.  - 

In  June,  1887,  Mr.  Dodge  married  Bella  Ja- 
■coby,  daughter  of  E.  E.  Jacoby,  of  Northumber- 
land borough,  and  they  have  three  children; 
Florence,  Ezra  and  Mary. 

WiLLiAvi  Hen'ry  Dodge,  who  has  been  engaged 
in  the  bakery  business  in  Northumberland  bor- 
ough since  190.5,  was  born  Feb.  1,  1871,  at  the 
place  where  he  now  lives,  and  received -his  educa- 
tion in  the  local  public  schools.  When  fifteen 
years  old  he  began  working  in  the  nail  mill, 
where  he  was  employed  six  3’ears,  until  an  acci- 
dent caused  the  loss  of  his  right  eye.  From  that 
time  until  1898  he  teamed  and  hauled  freight, 
and  for  the  next  five  years  was  in  the  employ  of 
Persing  & Cooke,  at  Arters,  this  county.  He 
operated  a coal  digger  for  Simcox  & Dodge  for 
two  years,  and  for  about  two  years  was  engaged 
as  a janitor,  in  1905  purchasing- the  stock,  good 
will  and  fixtures  of  Ealph  Mertz,  baker,  at  North- 
umberland, where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in 
business.  The  establishment  is  known  as  the 
Central  Bakery,  located  at  Church  and  Orange 
streets,  and  Mr.  Dodge  now  owns  the  building 
in  which  lie  is  located.  Though  he  started  with 
almost  nothing,  he  has  managed  so  thriftily,  and 
operated  the  business  so  successfully  that  he  is 
now  considered  one  of  the  prosperous  business 


men  of  the  borough,  where  he  has  the  leading  trade 
in  his  line.  He  has  the  most  modern  appliances 
and  equipment,  and  his  trade  has  become  so  ex- 
tensive that  he  employs  five  men  constantly  and 
keeps  three  teams  busy.  Mr.  Dodge  has  also  be- 
come interested  in  the  artificial  ice  business,  run- 
ning a team  the  year  round.  He  is  a well  known 
man  in  this  section,  a member  of  P.  0.  S.  of  A. 
Camp  No.  622,  at  Northumberland,  and  of  Lodge 
No.  141,  of  the  Beavers.  Politically  he  is  a Ee- 
publican,  and  in  1896  he  served  as  supervisor  of 
streets  in  Northumberland. 

On  Nov.  11,  1891,  Mr.  Dodge  married  Mary 
J.  Housel,  daughter  of  Jacob  B.  and  Harriet  L. 
(Gibbons)  Housel,  of  Northumberland.  Six  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  them : Joseph  E.,  who 
is  head  baker  for  his  father ; ]\Iargaret  E.,  who 
died  in  infancy ; Martha  H. ; George  D. ; IVilliam 
G.,  and  Mary  E.  Mr.  Dodge  and  his  family  are 
'members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

JOSEPH  H.  JOHNSON,  one  of  the  young  suc- 
cessful and  enterprising  business  men  of  Milton, 
Pa.,  who  has  “made  good”  in  every  position  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  fill,  now  presiding  with 
marked  ability  and  impartiality  as  president  of 
the  town,  council,  was  born  in  that  town  Nov. 

23,  1882,  son.  of  Edward  and  Sallie  S.  (Hous- 
el) Johnson. 

The  early  home  of  the  Johnson  family  was  in 
Northampton,  England, 'and  there  in  the  village 
of  Guisborough  was  born  James  Johnson,  Jan. 

24,  1774.  He  died  in  Northumberland  county. 
Pa..  Aug.  31,  1834.  His  wife  Ann,  whom  he  mar- 
ried in  England,  was  born  at  Naseby  April  2, 
1776,  and  died  at  Northumberland  March  31, 
1865.  The}’  came  to  America  shortly  after  their 
marriage,  and  settled  in  this  c-ountv,  where  they 
reared  their  children.  These  children  were:  John, 
Thomas,  George,  Samuel,  'William,  James,  Eliza- 
beth and  Phoebe.  Of  these,  Samuel  served  in 
Company  B,  5th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
died  at  Annapolis  Dec.  19,  1864,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-six  years. 

Thomas  Johnson,  son  of  James,  was  born  in 
1808,  and  died  in  1877.  He  followed  farming 
in  Point  township,  and  also  operated  a saw  ancl 
grist  mill,  becoming  one  of  the  pi’ominent  men 
of  his  district.  He  married  Sophia  Gibbons,  born 
1804,  died  1876,  and  both  a-re  buried  in  North- 
umberland county.  Their  children  were : Amos ; 
Isaiah;  Eeuben,  born  in  1834,  living  in  this  coun- 
ty; Albert;  Edward  W*. ; Josiah  ; and  Hester,  who 
married  Joseph  Wertz. 

Amos  .Tohnson,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in 
1831,  and  followed  farming  in  Point  township, 
owning  a farm  of  170  acres.  He  died  there  in  1860, 
and  is  buried  in  the  Northumberland  cemetery. 
In  politics  he  was  a Eepublican,  in  religion  a 
member  of  the  .Methodist  Church.  'Fo  him  and 
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Iiis  wile  Maiy  (Willard)  were  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Edward  Vi.;  Abbie  E.,  who  became 
the  wife  of  Clement  W''allace  ; Ward  W. ; Amelia, 
who  married  Wdlliam  Warren  and  died  Aug.  !J, 
1891;  and  Daniel,  who  is  now  living  in  Oakland, 
California. 

Edward  W'.  Johnson,  son  of  Amos,  was  born 
in  Point  township,  this  county,  Feb.  4,  1853,  and 
died  at  Milton  Nov.  6,  1905 ; he  is  buried  at 
Northumberland.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  township,  but  later  went  to  Northumber- 
land and  clerked  in  a general  store  for  a few 
years,  after  which  he  came  to  IMilton,  and  for 
some  years  was  employed  in  the  mills  as  a nailer. 
Failing  health  necessitated  a change  of  work,  and 
he  bought  out  WTlliam  P.  Hull's  coal  yard  in 
1897.  This  yard  had  been  established  by  Thomas 
Hull,  father  of  William  P.,  and  was,  as  now,  lo- 
cated at  No.  55  Centre  street.  Here  Dir.  John- 
son carried  on  a successful  business  until  his 
death.  He  was  a man  of  upright  business  prin- 
ciples, and  had  a genial  manner  that  won  him 
many  friends.  He  was  enterprising  and  keenly 
alive  to  the  needs  of  the  town,  and  his  death  was 
regarded  as  a loss  to  the  whole  community.  He 
married  Sallie  S.  Housel,  who  resides  in  Milton. 
This  union  was  blessed  with  but  one  son,  Jos- 
eph H. 

Joseph-  H.  Johnson  attended  the  local  schools 
and  graduated  from  the  Jlilton  high  school  in 
1901.  He  then  entered  Dickinson  College  at 
Carlisle.  Pa.,  where  he  Avas  a mepiber  of  the  Sig- 
ma Alpha  Epsilon  fraternity,  and  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1905.  He  had  taken  up  the 
study  of  medicine  at  Philadelphia,  but  after  a 
few  months  was  summoned  home  by  his  father's 
illness,  and  he  was  obliged  to  take  charge  of  the 
business.  On  the  death  of  the  father  he  assumed 
full  control,  and  he  has  built  up  a line  trade.  ■ 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a stanch  Pepublican,  and  he 
has  been  very  active  in  work  for  his  chosen  parW. 
In  1908  he  was  elected  for  a three-years’  term  in 
the  town  council,  and  in  1909  Avas  made  presi- 
dent of  same.  He  is  a member  of  the  Jlethodist 
Church,  and  is  at  the  present  time  serving  as 
steu'ard.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  I.  6.  0. 
F.  and  the  B.  P.  0.  E. 

Mr.  Johnson  Avas  married  in  1907  to  Kathar- 
ine Hobbs,  daughter  of  H.  Clay  Hobbs,  who  noAv 
resides  at  Denton,  Caroline  Co.,  Did.  Her  grand- 
father, Saulsbury  Hobbs,  was  a prominent  man 
in  his  davy  and  his  name  Avas  given  to  the  town 
of  Hobbs  in  Maryland. 

WILLIAM  BENSON  BIRD,  late  of  Shamo- 
kin,  was  a descendant  of  one  of  the  oldest  pioneer 
families  of  Northumberland  county  and  himself 
one  of  the  best  knoAvn  citizens  of  the  borough  in 
which  he  made  his  home,  having  for  twenty-six 
years  held  the  responsible  positions  of  assistant 


AA'eigh master  at  the  Weigh  Scales  and  chief  clerk 
at  the  Shaniokin  station  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Raihvay  Company.  He  Avas  also  prominent  in 
0.  A.  R.  circles,  having  been  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  Avar  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  Lincoln 
Post,  No.  140,  of  Shaniokin.  Dir.  Bird  Avas  born 
in  1842  on  Commerce  street,  Shaniokin,  son  of 
Pemberton  Bird,  and  was  a member  of  the  fourth 
generation  of  his  family  to  reside  in  'this  county. 
The  history  of  its  early  settlement  here  and  sub- 
sequent activity  in  local  affairs  is  an  interesting 
record. 

James  Bird,  his  great-grandfather,  a native  of 
Warren  county,  N.  J.,  came  to  Pennsylvania  and 
settled  in  Rush  township,  Northumberland  coun- 
ty, remaining  on  the  farm  Avhere  he  then  located 
until  his  death.  In  Nevv  Jersey  he  married,  and 
his  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  as  folloAvs: 
John,  Rachel  (Dirs.  Jacob  Shipman),  Sarah  (DIrs. 
Scott),  Susanna  (Dirs.  William  Iviniball),  Ziba, 
James,  Joseph,  DVilliam  and  Sylvanus. 

Sylvanus  Bird,  youngest  son  of  James  Bird,  Avas 
born  in  179G,  and  died  in  DIarch,  1856.  He 
Avas  reared  in  Rush  toAvnship,  spending  his  early 
life  on  the  farm,  and  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
jienter,  at  which  he  Avas  employed  by  his  brother 
Ziba,  Avho  Avas  superintendent  for  John  C.  Boyd, 
the  founder  of  Shaniokin.  He  located  at  Shanio- 
kin in  1838  and  there  made  his  home  to  the  end 
of  his  days,  building  many  of  the  early  houses 
thei'c.  He  was  also  Avell  knoAvn  as  postmaster, 
serving  as  such  frtmi  1852  until  his  death,  e.x- 
cepting  from  January  to  December,  1855;  he  also 
served  tAventy  years  as  justice  of  the  peace. 

In  1816  Dir.  Bird  married  Lena  TietsAA'orth, 
daughtej’  of  Robert,  and  to  them  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Pemberton,  Eliza,  John  Vi., 
William  Vi.,  Joseph  F.,  Angelina  (AA'idoAv  of 
George  W.  Raver),  Dlatilda  (Avife  of  Peter  Heim), 
Robert  T.,  Josiah  F.  (of  Shaniokin)  and  Sarah 
J..  all  noAv  deceased. 

Pend)ertou  Bird,  eldest  son  of  Sylvanus  Bird, 
Avas  born  in  Shaniokin  toAvnship  in  1817,  and  died 
in  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  He  received 
an  elementary  English  education  in  his  native 
place,  and  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  Avhich, 
however,  he  did  not  folloAv  to  any  great  extent. 
He  Avas  clerk  for  Boyd  A Rosser  eight  years,  for 
Joseph  Bird  ten  years  and  for  the  Bird  Coal  & 
Iron  Company,  attaining  high  responsibility  with 
the  latter  concern,  of  which  he  Avas  president  for 
six  years,  later  serving  as  vice  president,  during 
his  declining  years.  Ho  was  prominent  in  tlie 
local  civil  administration.  serAing  as  a member  of 
the  borough  council,  borough' clerk  and  for  a num- 
ber of  years  as  school  director.  Religious  matters 
also  claimed  a large  share  of  his  time  and  atten- 
tion. He  Avas  one  of  the  original  members  of  the 
Dlcthodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Shaniokin,  in  1842 
was  ordained  a b'cal  preacher,  and  in  1816  was 
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to  tiie  Elysburg  circuit  by  tlie  Baltimore 
Conference  of  tlie  M.  E.  Churcly  continuing  in 
the  active  ministry  eleven  years,  at  various  points. 
In  politics  lie  '\vas  a Eepublican. 

In  1S3S  iMr.  Bird  married  Mary  Arnold,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Arnold,  of  Snydertown,  and  five 
children  were  born  to  them:  'William  Benson;  An- 
nie, widow  of  C.  V\'.  Young;  Sylvanus,  deceased: 
Joseph  F.,  of  Colorado;  and  Charles,  of  Harris- 
burg. 

William  Benson  Bird  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Sbamokin.  A youth  of  nineteen 
when  the  Civil  war  broke  out,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  Aiig>  13,  ISGl,  under  Capt.  C’tTus 
Strouse,  as  a member  of  Company  K,  46th  Eegi- 
ment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  Sej)t.  16, 
1861,  at  Harrisburg,  for  three  t’ears.  He  was 
honorably  discharged  from  active  service  Sept.  13, 
1864,  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment. 
Company  K.  largely  recruited  from  Shamokin  and 
vicinity,  took  part  in  the  following  battles : Win- 
chester, Va. ; IMiddleton,  Ya. ; Winchester,  Ya. 
(second  battle)  ; Cedar  IMountain,  Ya.,  Aug.  9, 
,1862;  Sul}>liur  Springs,  Ya.,  Aug.  27;  South 
ilountain,  Md.,  Sept.  14;  Antietam.  Sept.  17; 
Chancellorsville.  May  1,  2,  3,  1863;  Gettysburg, 
July  1,  2,  3;  Pesaca,  Ga..  May  19.  1864:  Dallas, 
Ga.,  3Iay  2-5 : Pine  Knob,  Ga.,  June  9 ; Culp’s 
Farm,  June  22 ; Peach  Tree  Creek,  July  20  ; At- 
lanta, Sept.  6;  Cypress,  Ga.,  Dec.  8;  Savannah, 
Dec.  21;  Chesterfield,  S.  C.,  ilarch  2,  186.5:  Coon 
Run,  X.  C.,  April  10 : Averysboro,  X.  C.,  March 
14;  and  Bentonville,  X.  C.,  March  19.  Mr.  Bird 
was  wounded  three  times  while  in  the  service, 
having  been  shot  through  the  arm  and  leg  at  Cedar 
Mountain,  while  his  comirain'  was  operating  as 
part  of  the  Army  of  Virginia,  under  General  Pope, 
Banks  Division.  Company  K went  into  this  bat- 
tle with  forty-eight  men  and  came  out  with  twen- 
ty-four. eleven  being  killed  and  thirteen  wounded. 
The  wounds  received  at  Cedar  Mountain  disabled 
him  for  active  service,  and  necessitated  his  con- 
finement in  the  Saint  John’s  College  hospital.  An- 
napolis, IMd.,  for  many  months.  Upon  recovery 
he  was  commissioned  to  do  secretary  duty  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  hospital,  which  posi- 
tion he  creditably  filled  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Bird's  interest  in  military  affairs  remained 
with  him  to  the  close  of  his  days.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  Lincoln  Post,  Xo.  140,  G.  A. 
P.,  of  Sbamokin,  serving  that  organization  several 
times  as  commander,  his  valued  services  as  adju- 
tant also  being  frequently  sought  by  other  com- 
manders. Ever  one  of  the  post's  most  useful  and 
active  meml»ers,  his  death  caused  a gap  in  the  ranks 
hard  to  till.  On  Sept.  9,  1892,  following  his  de- 
mise, a handsomely  framed  crayon  portrait  of  the 
deceased  uas  presented  to  the  post  by  his  former 
comrades,  iin  unusual  mark  of  ilevofion  and  re- 


s]iect for  the  departed.  The  crayon  occupies  a 
prominent  position  on  the  wall  in  the  rear  of  the 
desk  of  the  adjutant,  which  office  IMr.  Bird  field 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  Under  Commander 
Samuel  Harper,  Department  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
1887,  he  was  commissioned  chief  mustering  officer 
of  the  State.  With  his  fellow  officers  of  the  G. 
A.  P.  he  was  the  special  guest  of  the  Philadelphia 
Union  League,  Oct.  18,  1887,  on  the  occasion  of 
the'unveiling  of  the  monument  to  General  Meade. 
A’atinnal  Commander  Pussell  A.  Alger,  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Pepublic,  in  1890  seleeted 
him  as  one  of  the  aides  de  camp  of  his  personal 
statf.  The  Pennsylvania  State  encampment  hon- 
ored him  at  different  times  as  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional encampments,  at  Columbus,  Oliio,  Boston, 
Mass.,  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  and  Erie,  Pa.  In  all  of 
these  positians  of  high  responsibility  he  did  credit 
to  himself  and  to  those  who  chose  him.  Mr.  Bird 
was  also  a chief  factor  in  the  organization  and 
uplmilding  of  Lincoln  Post  Corporation,  of  Sha- 
mokin, which  possesses  one  of  the  most  valuable 
properties  owned  exclusively  by  G.  A.  P.  men  in 
the  State.  He  was  also  one  of  the  active  organiz- 
ers of  the  local  branch  of  the  Poyal  Arcanum, 
serving  that  beneficial  society  as  regent  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

Xot  long  after  his  return  to  civil  life,  upon  the 
close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Bird  became  associated  with 
the  Pennsylvania  Pailway  Company,  continuing 
in  its  employ  for  a consecutive  term  of  twenty- 
six  years,  marked  for  efficient  service  and  intelli- 
gent discharge  of  his  responsible  duties.  He  nat- 
urally made  many  friends  and  acquaintances  in 
this  connection,  and  few  men  in  Shamokin  were 
more  widely  or  favorably  known.  He  died  June 
1.  1892,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty- 
nine  years.  IMr.  Bii'd  was  an  attendant  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

In  1871  Mr.  Bird  married  Clara  E.  .Tohn,  who 
survives  him.  She  is  a member  of  the  Lincoln 
Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  has  long 
taken  an  active  part  in  church  and  Sunday  school 
work,  having  served  twentv-nine  years  as  organist 
of  the  infant  department  of  the  Sunday  school.'^ 
Four  children  were  born  to  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Bird : 
Cora  Blanche,  who  lives  at  home;  Samuel  John, 
noM'  employed  as  bookkeeper  for  the  Shamokin 
Banking  Company;  William  Carlton,  deceased; 
and  Putherford  Townsend,  deceased.  Samuel 
Jobu  Bird  in  1902  was  married  to  Posella  Cooper, 
daughter  of  Luther  S.  and  Alice  (Keefer)  Cooper, 
of  Snydertou  n.  Pa.  To  them  have  been  born  three 
children  : John  Cooper,  and  William  and  Pobert, 
twins. 


S.vjrrEt,  JoHX,  father  of  IMrs.  Clara  E.  (John) 
Bird,  was  a pioneer  resident  of  Shamokin.  where 
he  liv(>d  from  1839  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
Tiative  of  Sbamokin  (now  Palplio)  township. 
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X’oithuiiilH.'rliUKl  county,  born  Feb.  27,  1807,  sev- 
vnth  son  of  Aljia  and  Martha  Jolm,  who  settled 
in  this  county  in  1795,  and  passed  his  early  youth 
on  the  homestead  farm,  continuing  to  reside  there 
until  his  removal  to  Shamokdn,  in  April,  1839. 
He  followed  farming,  to  which  occupation  he  was 
trained  from  boyhood,  operated  the  old  forge  be- 
low Shamokin.  and  also  did  surveying,  convey- 
ancing, etc.  M’hen  he  settled  in  Shamokin  he 
engaged  in  merchandising,  in  connection  with 
which  he  had  so  many  other  interests  that  he  was 
a very  busy  man.  lie  operated  what  was  then 
known  as  the  Buck  Iiidge  colliery,  and  conducted 
the  Shamokin  foundry,  manufacturing  plows, 
stoves,  hollow  ware,  etc.,  an  ambitious  enterprise 
in  that  day.  In  1811  he  was  appointed  postmaster, 
holding  that  office  two  years.  He  assisted  Ivimbcr 
Cleaver  in  locating  what  was  then  known  as  the 
Eastern  railroad,  and  was  active  in  procuring  the 
southern  outlet  to  Baltimore,  to  transport  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  Shamokin  coal  field  to  the  South  by 
rail.  In  1867  he  was  one  of  those  who  secured 
a charter  for  a railroad  between  Shamokin  and 
Trevorton.  Having  leased  the  Green  Eidge  col- 
liery, which  he  called  the  Green  ^lountain  colliery, 
he  decided  that  the  "Western  markets  would  be  the 
best  for  the  output  and  he  accordingly  assisted 
in  procuring  a charter  for  the  Enterprise  railroad. 
Both  these  roads  are  now  owned  and  operated  as 
parts  of  the  Philadelphia  & Eeading  system.  His 
part'  in  the  development  of  the  Shamokin  coal 
field,  and,  in  that  connection,  of  the  local  trans- 
portation facilities,  was  an  important  uno,  and  his 
interest  in  these  lines  was  awakened  early,  for  he 
was  recognized  as  a leader  in  such  operations  as 
far  back  as  1832,  in  which  year  the  Legislature 
appointed  him  one  of  the  emumissioners  of  the 
Danville  A'  Pottsville  railroad.  ^Moreover,  he  was 
a director  of  the  Shamokin  Town  Lot  Association, 
which  had  for  its  object  the  promotion  of  manu- 
facturing industries.  He  continued  his  mercantile 
interests  for  a period  of  twenty-five  years,  having 
a general  store  in  Shamokin  for  years,  and  op- 
erating stores  at  IMount  Comfort  and  iMount  Car- 
mel. Local  banking  interests  also  Iiad  him  atnong 
their  most  prominent  supporters,  he  having  served 
at  one  time  as  cashier  of  the  Shamokin  Bank 
and  for  years  as  a director  of  the  Shamokin  Bank- 
ing Company,  the  only  l)ank  in  the  borough  vchich 
withstood  the  panic  of  1877.  He  was  the  founder, 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Shamokin  Hcgister, 
the  second  newspaper  published  in  the  borough. 
In  fact  there  were  few  phases  of  the  life  of  the 
community,  particularlv  those  designed  to  benefit 
the  general  welfare,  which  did  not  elicit  his  sup- 
port ami  encouragement.  He  took  a deep  inter- 
est in  establishing  and  maintaining*  the  public 
school  system  and  served  many  years  as  a school 
director  in  Shamokin  township.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Shamokin  L}ccum  and  took  part  in  its 
discussions. 


In  politics  a IVhig  and  later  a Eepublican,  Mr. 
John  took  little  active  part  in  political  ail'airs  and 
never  sought  office.  Ins  appointments  as  postmaster 
and  justice  of  the  peace  coming  to  him  entirely 
unsolicited.  He  resigned  both  offices  after  cred- 
itable service.  He  u’as  once  a candidate  for  Con- 
gress in  this  district,  but  the  nomniation  went  to 
a resident  of  Schuylkili  county.  He  did  consid- 
erable toward  establishing  an  almshouse  in  Coal 
township. 

Though  a busy  man  until  he  died,  July  23,  1877, 
in  his  seventy-first  year,  Mr.  John  had  robust 
health,  which  he  attributed  to  his  abstemious  hab- 
its and  regular  life.  He  was  a thorough  business 
man.  making  the  most  of  all  his  undertakings 
and  e.xpecting  those  with  whom  ho  had  dealings 
to  fill  their  contracts  to  the  letter,  but  he  was 
e(.|ually  particular  about  discharging  his  own  ob- 
ligations. Fraternally  he  was  a Mason.  He  was 
of  direct  (Juaker  descent. 

When  twenty-six  years  old  Mr.  John  married 
Angelina  John,  second  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Mary  John,  of  Catavcissa  township,  Columbia 
county,  of  the  same  name,  Imt  not  related.  She 
survived  him,  dying  Sept.  5,  189-1.  Five  sons 
and  five  daughters  were  born  to  this  marriage, 
namely : Laertes  R,  who  is  deceased ; H.  F.,  a 
lawyer  of  Shamokin,  deceased;  Kersey  T,  a mer- 
chant of  IMount  Carmel,  deceased;  J.  M..  de- 
ceased : Samuel  L.,  deceased ; Vienna  A. ; Clara 
E.,  widow  of  William  B.  Bird,  of  Shamokin ; 
Angelina  E.,  deceased  wife  of  William  H.  Shipe. 
of  Minnesota ; iMary  A.,  who  married  William  E. 
Eaver,  -now  deceased,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  A.  Smith,  of  Shamokin;  and  Sarah  L. 

CHAELES  A.  HAETMAX",  of  Sunbury.  furni- 
ture dealer,  does  a leading  business  in  his  line, 
having  a trade  wliich  extends  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  borough  all  o\er  the  territory  of  which 
that  place  is  the  center.  He  has  lived  in  Sun- 
bury since  1895.  and  has  been  in  Imsiness  on  his 
own  account  since  1901. 

Jlr.  Hartman  is  a native  of  Snyder  county  and 
a member  of  a family  of  long  standing  there. 
John  Hartman,  Ids  great-grandfather,  was  born 
Aug.  13,  1782,  and  died  July  31,  1851;  he  is 
Imricd  in  the  private  burial  ground  of  the  Hart- 
man familv  at  Shamokin  Dam,  Snyder  county. 

John  Hartman,  son  of  John,  was  born  at  Sha- 
mokin Dam,  and  followed  farming  throughout  his 
active  life.  He  married  Jtary  Keefer,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  iMr.  Hartman 
reaching  the  age  of . seventy-nine.  They  are  in- 
feri'od  in  the  Hartman  ceTuetcry  at  Shamokin 
Dam.  'I'lieir  ehildren  were:  Samuel;  Marx;  The<')- 
dosia.  who  mairied  I'beodore  Hummel;  iMary.  who 
married  Ebilip  Gil)bons;  and  X'cwtou  E. 

X'ewton  E.  Hartman,  father  of  Charles  A.  Hart- 
man. was  born  Api'il  16.  1819.  l>uring  his  active 
years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  ami  lumbering 
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at  MitHinburg,  Union  < ounty,  but  i’ur  a number 
of  years  past  he  has  been  a resident  of  Sb.amokin 
Dam,  of  -whicli  place  he  is  a well  known  citizen. 
He  is  a Eepublican,  and  for  ten  years  held  the 
office  of  supervisor  of  Monroe  township,  Snyder 
county.  On  July  4,  1871,  he  married  Alice  Len- 
hart,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Sampsel)  Len- 
hart  and  granddaughter  of  Georg'e  Lenhart,  and 
they  have  had  two  children,  Charles  A.  and  Em- 
ma, the  latter  tlie  wife  of  Arthur  Ileiser  and 
living  at  Shamokin  Dam.  The  Hartman  family 
are  Metliodists  in  religious  connection. 

Charles  A.  Hartman  was  born  Oct.  b,  1877,  in 
Monroe  township  (at  Shamokin  Dam),  Snyder 
county,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Later  he  at- 
tended Susquehanna  University,  at  Selinsgrove. 
He  then  began  to  learn  the  hardware  business,  at 
which  he  was  employed  for  a year  in  Philadelphia, 
thence  coming  to  Sunbury,  in  189.5.  For  the  next 
nine  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  George  \Y. 
Hackett,  a leading  hardware  merchant  of  this 
place,  remaining  with  him  until  he  formed  a part- 
nership with  Mr.  C.  J.  Ives,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Ives  & Hartman.  On  June  :2S,  1904,  they 
opened  a new  furniture  and  undertaking  estab- 
lishment in  the  two-story  building  at  Xos.  4?l-423  , 
Market  street  where  Mr.  Hartmau  is  still  located, 
putting  in  a fine  stock  of  furniture  and  house 
furnishings  of  all  kinds,  and  all  modern  appliances 
for  the  conduct  of  an  up-to-date  undertaking  de- 
partment. ■ They  continued  in  partnership  until 
January,  1910,  when  the  association  was  dissolved 
by  mutual  agreement,  Dir.  Hartman  buying  his 
partner’s  interest  in  the  furniture  business.  He 
has  since  added  materially  to  his  stock,  which  in- 
cludes the  finest  furniture  in  the  market,  and  con- 
tinues to  do  a thriving  business,  his  customers 
coming  from  a wide  radius  around  Sunbury. 

Though  his  business  interests  have  always  re- 
ceived the  most  conscientious  attention.  Dir.  Hart- 
man has  found  time  for  participation  in  local  pub- 
lic affairs,  was  auditor  of  the  borough  two  terms, 
and  member  of  the  council  from  the  First  ward 
three  years.  He  has  been  an  efficient  worker  in  the 
Hepublican  organization  for  years,  having  been  bor- 
ough chairman  for  two  terms,  and  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  workings  of  the  party  in  city 
and  county. 

On  June  8,  1898.  Mr.  Hartman  married  Ger- 
trude S.  Savage,  daughter  of  Jlartin  L.  and 
Mary  (Batchlcr)  Savage,  of  Xorthumlierland. 
They  have  one  daughter,  iMary  Helen. 

Mr.  Hartman  has  been  a member  of  Lodge  Xo. 
367,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  of  Sunbury,  since  1898,  and  also 
belong-s  to  the  Conclave. 

GEORGE  W.  SCOTT,  of  Mount  Carmel,  teller 
of  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  that  place,  member 
of  the  borough  council,  is  a type  of  the  best  citizen- 


ship this  region  atfurds.  He  is  a son  of  the  late 
Thomas  Scott,  than  whom  there  was  no  more  pro- 
gressive resident  of  iMount  Carmel  in  his  day. 

John  and  Jiary  (Fatten)  Scott,  grandparents 
of  George  M'.  Scott,  came  to  America  from  Eng- 
land in  1837.  They  first  settled  at  Dline  Hill  Gap, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  where  Mr.  Scott  was  engaged 
in  mining  for  ten  years.  He  then  moved  to  what 
was  then  known  as  Payne's  Patch,  where  he  sunk 
tlie  second  .slope  in  the  valley  and  remained  for 
seven  years,  thence  moving  to  Pl}'mouth,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Pa.  There  he  also  spent  seven  years,  as  su- 
perintendent of  mines,  was  located  at  Hazleton, 
same  county,  for  a short  time,  and  in  1861  came 
to  Locust  Gap,  Xorthumberland  county,  where  he 
was  superintendent  of  mines  until  his  death,  in 
1869.  His  family  consisted  of  five  children, 
Thomas,  Mary  A.  (Mrs.  Henry  Eckman),  Eliza- 
beth (Airs.  George  Roudenbush),  George  and 
J ames. 

Thomas  Scott,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Pat- 
ton) Scott,  was  born  Feb.  34,  1836,  in  Xorthum- 
berlandshire,  England,  and  was  brought  to  Amer- 
ica by  his  parents  the  next  year.  In  1861  he,  too, 
settled  at  Locust  Gap,  where  he  was  engaged  at' 
the  mines  as  outside  superintendent  of  a breaker 
for  three  years.  He  next  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business  there,  continuing  same  until  he  .sold  out 
in  June,  1867,  at  which  time  he  settled  down  to- 
farming  in  Xew  Britain,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.  He  was 
thus  engaged  eighteen  months,  in  1869  taking  up 
his  residence  in  Mount  Carmel.  For  fifteen  years 
he  carried  on  a hotel  business  in  the  borough,  in 
the  spring,  of  188-5  giving  up  that  line  to  enter  the 
wholesale  liquor  business,  in  which  he  was  inter- 
ested the  rest  of  his  active  life.  In  June,  1889, 
when  the  Progress  Hat  and  Cap  Manufacturing 
Company  was  established,  he  became  president 
and  treasurer,  and  he  was  also  associated  with 
other  local  enterprises,  having  Ijeen  one  of  the 
lu'imc  movers  in  the  organization  of  the  Mount 
Carmel  Mater  Company,  of  which  he  was  a char- 
ter meinber.  and  which  he  served  as  superintend- 
ent from  the  beginning.  He  was  a director  of.  the 
Citizens'  Building  and  Loan  Association  and  a 
stockholder  in  the  Edison  Electric  Illuminating 
Company.  He  proved  himself  a leader  in  all  his 
undertakings,  and  he  is  remendierod  as  one  of 
the  most  useful  citizens  the  borough  has  known. 
Mr.  Scott  died  Aug.  38,  l!)0-5.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  a Republican  in  political 
conviction. 

In  1863  iMr.  Scott  married  Sarah  A.  Gunsett, 
daughter  of  Christian  Gunsett,  of  Locust  Gap, 
and  they  reared  a family  of  seven  children,  name- 
ly: Minnie:  Oscar  J..  a furniture  manufacturer 

and  dealer  of  Jfount  Carmel;  Frank;  Alexander; 
George  AY:  Katie,  and  Sallie. 

George  AA^.  Scott,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
(Gunsett)  Scott,  was  born  Feb.  31,  1873.  in 
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]\Iouiit  Carmel,  ami  there  received  his  ediieatiuii 
in  the  public  schools.  He  was  employed  as  clerk 
and  bookkeeper  by  Thomas  M.  Highter  & Co.  for 
several  years  before ‘assuming  his  present  connec- 
tion, on  April  13,  18!)G.  He  began  as  clerk  at  the 
bank,  and  in  was  made  teller,  which  })osition 

he  has  since  filled.  He  is  a substantial  and  re- 
spected citizen,  and  has  been  serving  in  the  bor- 
ough council  for  the  past  few  years,  having  been 
elected  to  that  lj<idy  in  1908.  In  1909  he  was 
chosen  president  of  the  conncil,  in  which  honorable 
position  he  sustained  well  the  reputation  his  fam- 
ily has  made  for  intelligent  and  efficient  public- 
service.  In  politics  he  is  identihed  with  the  Ee- 
publican  party.  Socially  he  is  a well  known  iMa- 
son,  being  a member  and  past  master  of  iMount 
Carmel  Lodge,  X^o.  378,  F.  & A.  i\[. ; member  of 
Griscom  Chapter,  X’o.  319,  E.  A.  M. ; of  Frince  of 
Peace  Commandery,  K.  T.,  Ashland  ; and  of  Eajah 
Temple,  A.  A.  0.  X.  ]^L  S.,  Beading. 

On  June  1,  PIO.'),  i\Ir.  Scott  married  Mary  iM. 
Ferguson,  daughter  of  Eev.  W.  G.  Ferguson,  a 
Methodist  minister,  formerly  of  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
who  died  at  Milton,  Pa.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Episctipal  Church. 

ADAMS.  The  ancestor  of  the  Adams  family, 
of  Ealpho  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  was 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  that  section.  His 
descendants  are  still  numerous  there,  among  them 
being  D.  Alonzo  and  Allison  C.  Adams,  brothers, 
and  their  cousin.  General  G.  Adams,  who  is  pro- 
prietor of  the  ^‘Elysburg  Hotel.''  We  give  some 
account  of  the  earlier  generations  in  this  country. 

Casper  Adams,  their  great-grandfather,  w‘as  the 
first  of  the  family  in  this  country.  He  was  born 
April  25,  1755,  at  Langendiebach,  Offenburg, 

Germany.  . Little  is  known  of  his  early  life.  On 
coming  to  this  country,  he  lived  in  Berks  county. 
Pa.,  before  coming  to  X'orthumberland  county, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers 
in  Ealpho  township,  owning  several  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  there.  He  cleared  some 
of  his  land  and  followed  farming.  He  died 
Jan.  2G,  1832,  and  is  buried  at  St.  Peter's  (the 
Blue)  church  in  Ealpho  township.  Casper  Adams 
married,  in  Berks  county,  Elizabeth  Hinkle,  of  that 
county,  and  they  had  a large  family,  siv  sons  and 
six  daughters,  namely:  Frederick  (1792-1853), 

John,  Samuel,  Casper,  Leonard,  Peter,  Xellie, 
(married  George  Startzel),  Susanna  (married 
Samuel  Startzel),  Elizabeth  (married  Gilbert 
Liby),  Polly  (married  Peter  Strausser),  Maria 
(married  Jacob  Kreher)  and  Catharine  (married 
Samuel  x\.nsj)ach ) . 

Casper  Adams,  fourth  son  of  Casper  and  Eliza- 
beth (Hinkle)  Adam.s,  was  horn  April  10.  1796. 
on  the  homestead  farm  in  Ealpho  township,  and 
was  there  reared  to  farm  life.  IVhen  he  became 
of  age  his  fatlier  deeded  100  acres  of  land  in 
39 
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Iial[)ho  township  t<^  him,  this  being  the  farm  aft- 
erward occupied  by  his  son  George  C.,  near  the 
Blue  church.  iMr.  Adams  was  a man  of  active 
mind,  one  who  interested  himself  in  the  general 
welfare  as  well  as  in  the  promotion  of  his  own 
interests,  and  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of 
his  locality  for  many  years,  well  known  as  a stanch 
Democrat  and  as  one  of  the  most  liberal  supporters 
of  the  Blue  church,  with  which  he  was  identified 
all  his  life  ; he  served  as  elder  of  that, church  and 
was  one  of  the  most  generous  contributors  toward 
the  erection  of  the  church  edifice.  He  married 
Susanna  Startzel  (daughter  of  .John).,  who  was 
born  iMarch  14,  1800,  and  died  Jan.  22.  1873  ; IMr. 
Adams  died  Jan.  28,  1882,  and  is  buried  at  the 
Blue  church.  Their  children  were:  Benjamin, 

who  died  in  1895,  at  the  age  of  sevent}’-four  years 
(his  children  were  Edward,  Y illiam  F.  and  Lucin- 
da) ; Daniel  H. : Casper,  deceased:  George  C. ; 
David,  born  in  1830:  Jacob,  born  in  1833.  who 
died  in  1895;  Samuel,  deceased;  'William;  Eliza- 
beth (deceased),  who  married  "William  Smith;  Su- 
sanna (deceased),  who  married  Y illiam  Klase; 
Polly,  Mrs.  Fry,  deceased ; Angelina,  who  married 
William  Smith  (both  were  suffocated  in  a well 
in  Cleveland  township,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.)  ; and 
Harriet,  deceased. 

Daniel  H.  Adams,  son  of  Casper  and  Susanna 
(Startzel)  Adams,  uas  born  in  1822  on  the  old 
homestead  near  Elysburg,  in  Ealpho  township. 
He  followed  farming  all  his  life,  owning  a tract 
of  about  fifty  acres  near  the  Blue  church,  and  in- 
connection  with  his  agricultural  work  engaged  in 
lime  burning.  He  died  June  20,  1892.  Mr. 

Adams  married  Sarah  A.  Pensyl,  who  was  born 
in  1829,  daughter  of  Leonard  Pensyl.  and  died 
■fan.  4.  1908.  They  are  buried  at  the  Blue  church. 
Twelve  children  were  horn  to  their  union,  viz. : 
Francis  is  a resident  of  Shamokin ; John  is  de- 
ceased; Henry  Xh  lives  near  Bear  Gap.  in  Colum- 
bia countv.  Pa.;  D.  Alonzo  is  mentioned  below; 
Leonard  M.  is  a resident  of  Shamokin;  Xathan  G. 
is  located  at  Paxinos;  Allison  C.  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Jlarietta  (deceased)  was  the  u'ife  of  Frank 
Erdman,  commissioner  of  X^orthumberland  county; 
Emma  married  George  .Erdman ; Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Philip  Eichard  and  they  live  at  Elysburg, 
Xorthumberland  countv;  Lydia  married  Thomas 
Boughner,  of  Eal[)ho;  Casper  died  young. 

D.  Aloxzo  Adavis.  a respected  resident  of  Eal- 
pho township,  engaged  in  fai-ming  on  the  old  home- 
stead, at  the  Blue  church,  was  born  there  Oct.  7, 
1854.  He  received  his  early  training  in  the  local 
schools,  later  attending  Elysburg  Academy,  and 
for  a short  time  was  engaged  in  teaching  school, 
having  Kaseman's  sehool  for  two  terms  and  Jlount 
T'nion  school,  in  EaljJio  township,  one  tei'iu.  For 
eighteen  years  thereafter  ho  was  an  employee  of 
the  Pennsvlvania  and  Philadelphia  X Pending 
Eailroad  Comi)anie';.  at  tlic  (unl  of  that  period 
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starting  tho  mercantile  business,  at  Bear  Ga}).  Aft- 
er ten  years  in  that  line  he  sold  out  to  his  brother, 
Nathan  G.  Adams,  and  locating  at  Paxinos  lived 
retired  for  a time.  Thence  he  removed  to  Sun- 
bury,  vhere  he  was  in  the  restaurant  business  for 
one  year,  and  subsequently  had  a store  at  Shamokin 
one  year.  Having  bought  the  old  homestead,  his 
present  tract  of  tifty-one  acres  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Blue  church,  he  removed  to  that  place  in  190T, 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  its  cultivation.  He 
is  a man  who  takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  local 
affairs,  and  is  at  present  serving  as  supervisor  of 
his  township ; previou'h’  he  served  as  auditor.  In 
politics  he  is  identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Blue  church,  and  socially 
belongs  to  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A. 

Mr.  Adams's  first  wife,  Dora  A.  (Knobel), 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Susanna  (Ivaseman) 
Knobel.  died  June  9.  1908.  aged  thirty-nine 
years,  and  is  buried  at  the  Blue  church.  She 
was  the  mother  of  two  children : Thomas  I.,  a 

painter  by  trade,  and  Katie  31.,  both  of  whom 
live  at  home.  For  his  second  Avife  3Ir.  Adams 
married  Sadie  Loss. 

Allisox  C.  Adavis,  also  a farmer  of  Ealpho 
toAvnship,  was  Iiorn  Fell.  10.  1872,  on  the  old  home- 
stead near  the  Blue  church.  His  early  education 
was  gained  at  the  Kaseman  school  and  he  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  about  twenty-three 
years  old.  After  working  at  milling  about  one 
year,  near  Danville.  3Iontour  county,  he  bought 
the  old  Haas  farm  from  his  brother,  Nathan  G. 
Adams,  this  place  comprising  seventy  acres  along 
the  Center  turnpike.  It  came  into  his  possession 
in  1902,  and  he  has  since  lived  there  and  dcAmted 
his  time  to  farming,  in  which  he  has  lieen  success- 
ful. He  is  a man  of  active  disposition,  identified 
in  various  Avays  uvith  local  affairs,  holding  various 
offices  AAuth  distinct  credit  to  himself  and  satisfac- 
tion, to  his  felloAv  citizens.  He  has  been  auditor 
ancl  school  director  of  his  toAvnship,  and- is  at  pres- 
ent serving  his  second  term  as  toAvnship  treasurer : 
he  is  also  filling  the  office  of  toAA-nship  clerk.  3Ir. 
Adams  Avas  elected  justice  of  the  peace  for  his 
township,  but  never  sen-ed.  In  politics  ti  stanch 
Democrat,  he  has  taken  considerable  interest'  in 
the  workings  of  the  party,  and  has  acted  as  in- 
spector of  elections.  He  is  a member  of  the  P. 
0.  S.  of  A.,  of  the  Patriotic  Order  of  Americans, 
and  of  the  Pa.xinos  Band,  in  the  organization  of 
which,  in  July,  1907.  he  had  an  active  part.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Keystone  Band, 
made  up  of  young  men  of  Palpho  toAvnship,  and 
continued  to  play  Avith  that  band  for  seven  years. 
In  religion  he  belongs  to  the  Keformed  denomina- 
tion, being  a member  of  the  Peformed  congrega- 
tion of  the  Blue  Church. 

Mr.  Adams  married  Emma  Gelnett,  daughter  of 
Henry  B.  Gelnett.  of  Snyder  county.  Pa.,  and  they 
have  a family  of  four  children:  Yerda  31.,  OliA'e 

31.,  Helen  T.  and  Oren  A. 


George  G.  Jvdams,  sou  of  Casper  and  Susanna 
(Startzel)  Adams,  Avas  born  Aug.  17,  1826,  upon 
the  homestead  in  A\'hat  is  noAv  Ealpho  toAvnship. 
He  recciA’ed  such  education  as  Avas  obtainable  in 
the  schools  of  the  period,  and  after  reaching  ma- 
turity engaged  in  railroad  Avork.  For  some  years 
he  Avas  also  employed  in  the  huckstering  business 
and  at  farming  for  his  father-in-laAv.  In  1863  he 
purchased  the  old  homestead  property,  Avherc  he 
continued  to  follow  general  farming  throughout 
his  active  years.  He  died  Juno  12,  1897,  and  is 
buried  at  the  Blue  church.  His  religious  faith 
Avas  that  of  the  German  Eeformed  denomination, 
and  he  served  as  elder  of  his  congregation.  In 
politics  he  Avas  a Democrat,  but  though  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  part}-  took  no  part  in  its  ac- 
tiA'ities. 

On  Sept.  12,  185.5,  3Ir.  Adams  married  Susanna 
Klase,  daughter  of  3’aleutine  Klase.  of  Shamokin, 
and  she  noAV  resides  Avith  her  son  General  ’ G. 
Adams,  in  Ealpho  toAvnship.  Four  children  Avere 
l)orn  to  31r.  and  3Irs.  Adams : Alvin  A.,  aaJio  was 
killed  on  a railroad  at  YTigh  Scales,  Avhen  tAventy- 
four  years  old ; I,eanna,  aaKo  is  married  to  Francis 
T.  Borrell  and  resides  in  Eeading.  Pa.;  3Iahala, 
Avife  of  Charles  Paul,  of  Pa.vinos,  and  General  G. 

GnxniiAL  G.  Ada:\[,s,  proprietor  of  the  “Elysinirg 
Hotel,”  Avas  born  31arch  9,  1807.  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Ealpho  toAAmship,  son  of  George  C.  x3dams. 
He  attended  the  Kaseman  school  there  in  his  boy- 
hood, and  later  assisted  his  father  Avith  the  Avork 
at  home,  remaining  Avith  him  until  his  death.  Aft- 
er that  he  bouglit  the  farm.  Avhieh  had  been  oAvned 
successively  by  his  grandfather  and  father,  and 
AA'hich  comprises  100  acres  of  valuable  land.  He 
continued  to  culti\'ate  it  for  another  year,  until  he 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Snyder- 
town,  AA'hcre  he  Avas  in  business  for  four  ancl  one 
half  years.  Eeturning  to  the  farm,  he  conducted 
it  for  eight  years,  at  the  end  of  that  period  re- 
moving to  Paxinos,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hotel 
Inisiness,  carrying  on  the  hotel  there  for  three 
years  and  two  months.  In  1910  he  boitgbt  the 
Avell  knoAA'n  ‘‘Elysburg  Hotel.’"  to  Avhich  he  re- 
moved April  9,  1910.  3Ir.  Adams  has  made  great 
improvements  in  this  property,  having  an  up-to- 
date  establishment,  AA'ith  all  the  modern  couA-eni- 
ences  and  facilities  for  making  his  guests  comfort- 
able. The  rooms  are  all  airy  and  desirable,  and  he 
prides  himself  on  his  table,  making  a specialty  of 
catering  to  parties,  for  dinners,  etc.  His  place 
bids  fair  to  be  aa’cII  patronized  under  the  present 
efficient  management. 

31 r.  Adams  married  Sadie  A.  3niler.  daughter 
of  Christian  3riller,  aa'Iio  Avas  killed  in  a poAvder 
mill  AA’hen  his  daughter  Sadie  Avas  only  three 
months  old.  One  son,  George  II..  has  been  born 
to  this  union. 

In  politics  3lr.  Adams  is  a Democrat,  and  Avhile 
li\'ing  at  SnvdertoAA-n  he  took  an  actiA'c  interest 
in  pui)lic  inaitei's,  serving  as  member  of  the  school 
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board  and  in  otlipr  offices.  Socially  he  belongs  to 
the  I.  0.  0.  F.  at  Snydertown.  The  family  are 
members  of  the  Eeformed  Church. 

Valentine  Klase^  maternal  grandfather  of  Gen- 
eral G.  Adams,  rvas  a farmer  by  occupation.  He 
died  at  the  old  home  near  Snydertown  when  over 
seventy  years  old,  and  was  buried  at  Snydertown. 
His  wife,  Mary  (Baker),  of  Berks  County  (Pa.) 
scock,  was  ninety  yeans,  five  days  old  at  the  time 
of  Jier  death;  she  was  a large  woman,  weighing 
about  three  hundred  pounds.  Their  children  were 
as  follows:  Catharine  married  Abraham  llimert; 
Eva  married  George  AV.  Lerch;  John  married 
Margaret  Evert  ; William  married  Susanna  Adams 
and  (second)  Lena  Dunkelberger ; Lovina  married 
Isaac  Boughner;  Sarah  married  Xoah  Ware;  Val- 
entine married  Sophia  Evert;  Hannah  married 
Daniel  Donbach.;  Susanna  married  George  C. 
Adams. 

JAMES  F.  KEXXEDY,  a retired  resident  of 
Alilton,  was  engaged  in  the  plumbing  and  tinning 
business  in,  that  liorough  for  fifteen  years  before 
his  retirement,  conducting  the  establishment  now 
carried  on  by  his  son,  John  C.  Kennedy.  Though 
not  an  old  resident  of  the  place,  comparatively 
speaking,  he  has  been  thoroughly  identified  with 
its  best  interests  and  is  a man  of  substantial  worth, 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  He  is  a native 
of  Clearfield  county.  Pa.,  born  Dec.  13,  1813. 

Bev.  James  Kenned)’,  his  grandfather,  Avas  born 
in  Ireland,  and  came  thence  to  America  wlien  a 
young  man,  settling  first  at  Lewistown,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  the  first  Presbyterian  minister  in  that  sec- 
tion. Later  he  located  at  Brookville,  Clearfield 
county,  where  he  continued  to  follow  his  profession, 
and  he  died  there.  He  had  a family  of  four  sons. 

James  Kennedy,  son  of  Eev.  James,  Avas  born 
at  LewistoAvn.  and  became  a well  knoAvn  lumber- 
man, engaging  in  saAving  and  rafting  throughout 
his  active  years.  He  died  in  1847.  He  married 
Margaret  E.  Bradford,  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
•granddaughter  of  Samuel,  earlv  settlers  at  the 
Trappe,  in  Montgomery  county.  Pa.  Tavo  children 
Avere  born  to  this  union,  James  F.  and  Mary  Jane, 
the  latter  of  AA’hom  married  John  Jackson,  of 
Kent  county.  DelaAvare. 

James  F.  Kennedy  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  native  district,  first  attending  the 
old-fashioned  pay  schools  and  later  the  public 
school.'.  Subsecjnently  he  Avas  engaged  in  farm 
work,  until  his  enlistn\ent.  in  1861.  in  Battery  F. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery.  AA'hich  Avas  knoAvn 
as  Eickett's  Battery.  He  served  as  corporal,  and 
AA’as  in  the  principal  l)attles  included  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Army  of  tlie  Potomac  during  his  long 
service,  escaping  Avith  l)ut  one  slight  injury,  on 
the  right  side  of  his  neck,  Avhich  Avas  made  a trifle 
hlack  by  a passing  bullet.  He  has  a fine  army 
xecord.  Mr.  Kennedy  Avas  mustered  out  in  July, 


186.1,  at  Harrisburg.  Pa.,  after  Avhich  lie  located 
in  Blair  county,  this  State,  Avhere  he  folloAved  farm- 
ing for  seA'eral  years.  In  1871  he  moved  thence 
to  th.e  West,  making  a settlement  in  ChiA’  county, 
Ivans.,  AA'here  he  Avas  one  of  the  pioneers.  He  took 
up  land  there,  Avliich  he  improved,  and  continued 
to  farm  in  that  section  for  tAventy-tAVO  and  a half 
years,  returning  East  in  1892.  His  home  has 
since  been  in  the  borough  of  Milton,  Xorthumber- 
land  county.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  plumbing 
and  tinning  business,  AA'hich  he  folloAved  Avith 
steady  .success  until  his  retirement,  in  1907,  at 
Avhich  time  ho  sold  out  to  his  son,  John  C.  By 
honorable  dealing  and  good  management  (Mr.  Ken- 
nedy made  his  business  profitable,  and  he  is  noAV 
enjoA'ing  the  reAvards  of  a l(Ang  life  of  industry 
and  Avell  directed  effort. 

Mr.  Kennedy  is  a iMethodist  and  Avas  at  one  time 
quite  active  in  church  Avork.  He  Avas  among  the 
first  to  help  organize  a PreslAvterian  church  in 
northern  part  of  Dickinson  county,  Ivans.,  and 
served  several  years  as  elder  of  same.  But  the 
distance  from  his  home  Avas  so  great  he  united  with 
the  Methodist  Episco])al  denomination  and  assisted 
in  building  tlie  first  M.  E.  church  in  that  section. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Union  Veteran  I.egion 
and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

On  Dec.  2-5,  1866,  Mr.  Kennedy  married  (first) 
Isabella  Clark;  daughter  of  John  Clark,  of  Blair 
county.  Pa.,  and  her  death  occurred  in  Kansas 
March  28,  1878.  To  this  union  ,A\'ere  born  two 
sons:  William  C.,  who  has  taken  up  land  in 

Jerome,  Lincoln  county,  Idaho,  and  is  engaged  in 
farming;  and  John  C.,  born  .Jan.  16,  1874,  in 
Dickinson  county,  Ivans.,  Avho  learned  the  plumb- 
ing business  with  his  father  and  succeeded  him  in 
1901  (he  married  Elsie  Austin,  of  Bellefonte.  Pa., 
and  has  three  children,  James  K..  AVilliam  E.  and 
Margaret).  By  his  second  marriage,  on  Xov.  26, 
1S9(),  to  Clara  E.  Shearer,  Jlr.  Kennedy  has  no 
children. 

While  in  Kansas  ]\Ir.  Kennedy  sen  ed  in  various 
public  offices,  being  school  director  of  Athelstane 
tOAvnship,  Clay  county,  for  sixteen  years,  roacl- 
master  eight  years,  and  justice  of  the  peace.  He 
is  a Eepublican  in  political  sentiment. 

Maj.  James  Shearer,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  .James 
F.  Kennedy,  avxis  born  in  1789,  Avas  a farmer  in 
Chillisrpiaque  toAvnshija,  Xorthumberland  county, 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  seA’enty-fiA'e  years,  dying 
April  12,  1864,  at  Lewisburg.  He  Avas  a member 
of  Jlilton  Lodge,  F.  & J.  M.  He  married  Eebecca 
Eupert,  l)orn  Sept.  26,  1796,  died  May  24.  18.52, 
and  they  are  buried  at  Milton.  Their  children 
Avere  as  folloAA’s;  Charles  E.,  Leonard  E..  Hiram 
E..' Harry  E.  ( aaJio  AA’ent  West) . Elizabeth  (married 
Col.  .Toseph  ibsher,  of  the  ."'th  Peserves),  Sarah 
(married  Charles  Bartholamew,  Susan  (married 
William  Xolon  and  is  now  living  at  Harrisburg, 
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Pa.),  and  3Iary  (married  Joseph  Melliuger,  of 
Washington  borough,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  where 
they  lived  mam'  years ; she  is  now  living  in  Phila- 
delphia with  her  three  children,  Preston,  Lillian 
and  Thad ) . 

Charles  P.  Shearer,  son  of  ilaj.  James,  was  the 
father  of  ]\Irs.  Kennedy.  He  was  born  April  26, 
1819,  and  followed  contracting  and  building  at 
Milton  until  his  death,  which  occurred  IMay  22, 
1864.  Socially  he  was  a Mason  (member  of  Milton 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  i\[.)  and  Odd  Fellow.  He  married 
Mary  Ann  Alexamler,  born  in  1819,  who  long  sur- 
vived him,  dying  in  1882,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children,  William  A.  (who  is  living  in  iMil- 
ton),  Clara  E.  (wife  of  James  F.  Kennedy)  and 
Kebecca  (who  died  in  infancy). 

John  Alexander,  i\Irs.  Kennedy's  maternal 
grandfather,  was  born  at  Mooresbnrg,  Montour 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  followed  the  trade  of  wagonmaking. 
He  is  buried  in  Chillisquaque  cemetery.  His  wife, 
Mary  (Housel),  was  a member  of  an  early  family 
of  this  district.  Their  children  were;  Philip; 
William  ; Jane,  who  married  John  Miller,  of  Lewis- 
burg;  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Charles  E.  Shearer; 
and  Sarah,  who  married  Asbury  Donachy  and  lives 
at  Lewisburg. 

PATEIC  K J.  GLEXNAIX,  a citizen  of  Shamo- 
kin  borough  who  has  become  well  known  for  his 
efficient  service  in  various  public  capacities,  was 
bom  June  18,  1864,  at  Locust  Dale,  Pa.,  son  of 
Thomas  Glenuan. 

Thomas  Glennan  was  a native  of  Ireland,  born 
in  1818,  and  came  to  America  in  the 'fall  of  1840, 
landing  at  Xew  A'ork  City.  He  continued  his 
journey  to  Penuhvlvania  at  once,  and  from  that 
time  to  the  end'  of  his  active  years  followed  coal 
mining  in  Schuylkill  and  Xortffiunberland  coun- 
ties. In  1871  he  settled  in  Shamokin,  where  he 
died"  at  his  home,  Xo.  136  West  Willow  street,  Dec. 
28;  1891.  He  was  married  at  Pottsville,  Schuyl- 
kill county,  to  IMary  Fougerty,  like  himself  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  when  'a  young 
girl  and  lived  at  Pottsville  until  her  marriage. 
She  died  April  17.  1891.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glennan^ 
were  members  of  St.  Edward's  Catholic  church. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: .Tuhn  : Patrick,  who  was  killed  at  the  Potts 
colliery,  at  Locust  Dale,  when  fifteen  years  old  : 
James;  iMargaret,  wife  of  John  Brennan;  Mary, 
wife  of  Patrick  E.  Brennan;  Eliza,  who  died 
young ; Thomas,  who  died  young ; Patrick  J. ; 
Annie,  who  married  Patrick  Wallace ; Thomas  F. ; 
and  Ellen,  deceased. 

Patrick  J.  Brennan  attended  the  schools  of  Coal 
township,  Xortimmberhmd  county,  but  not  for 
the  length  of  time  now  re(juired.  He  was  but  ten 
years  old  when  he  began  picking  slate  at  the  break- 
ers, and  when  sixteen  hi*  began  mining,  which  work 
he  continued  to  follow  until  1905.  During  all  this 


time  he  was  rn  the  employ  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Eeading  Company.  In  1905  he  was  elected  county 
commissioner,  and  served  tlirec  years  in  tliat  office^ 
making  a Idgli  record  for  puldic-spiritcd  and  in- 
telligent service.  He  has  also  served  his  ward — 
the  Fourth — as  councilman,  and  he  is  a well  known 
and  respected  figure  in  local  public  matters.  In 
1909  he  was  appointed  by  W.  H.  E.  Sinink,  bur- 
gess of  Shamokin,  as  inspector  of  the  street  paving, 
also  looking  after  the  crossings  and  supplies.  Dur- 
ing 1909  he  also  served  as  mercantile  appraiser 
of  Xorthumberland  county.  IMr.  Glennan's  wide 
experience  has  made  him  a practical  authority 
on  borough  affairs,  and  he  is  considered  a valued 
counselor. 

Mr.  Glennan  holds  membership  in  a number  of 
the  local  fraternal  bodies,  belonging  to  the  Elks, 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  Ancient  Order  of  Hi- 
bernians and  Knights  of  Columbus,  and  he  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  West  End  Fire  Company. 
He  is  a Catholic  in  religion,  belonging  to  St.  Ed- 
ward’s Church. 

On  May  12,  1891,  Mr.  Glennan  married  Mary 
E.  Golden,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Clark) 
Golden,  and  they  have  had  seven  children  ( of 
which  five  are  living),  namely:  Thomas,  Maria, 

James,  Ellen,  Edward  (deceasecD,  lEadeline  and 
Catherine  ( deceased ) . 

DAVID  W.  COOPEE,  who  is  living  retired  at 
Sunbury,  Xorthirmberland  county,  was  a success- 
ful farmer  in  Upper  Augusta  township  for  a num- 
ber of  years  and  for  nine  years  a resident  of  East 
Lewisburg,  this  county.  He  is  a native  of  Upper 
Augusta  fownship,  born  Aug.  3,  1844.  and  accord- 
ing to  tradition  the  family  has  been  settled  in  that 
section  since  early  in  the  nineteenth  century. 

John  Cooper,  grandfather  of  David  W.  Cooper, 
lived  in  Xew  Jersey  before  he  came  to  Pennsyl- 
vania with  his  family,  about  1804,  settling  in  Au- 
gusta township,  Xorthumberland  countv.  It  is 
thought  some  of  his  children  were  born  in  Penn- 
syls'ania.  He  is  said  to  have  l)een  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. He  and  his  wife  are  buried  at  the  old 
stone  church  at  Augustaville,  but  they  have  no 
tombstones.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  sons 
and  two  daughters  : Israel,  who  located  in  Indiana, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming:  Jacob,  who  also  lo- 
cated in  Indiana;  Henry,  who  lived  at  Blooms- 
burg.  Pa.  (his  son  Charles  lives  in  Shamokin,  this 
county);  .Tohn:  Mary,  iMrs.  Philip  Eenn ; and 
]\[rs.  Barrett. 

.John  Cooper,  son  of  .John,  wa‘s  born  Aug.  19, 
1807,  in  Xorthumberland  county,  and  passed  Ids 
life  in  I'piier  Augusta  township,  dying  on  his  farm 
there  Sejd.  .3,  1879;  be  is  buried  in  the  old  south 
(Fourth  street)  cemetery.  Jfr.  Cooper  was  a .suc- 
cessful farmer,  owning  the  property  of  245  acres 
which  now  Indongs  to  his  son  David  W..  and  he 
took  an  interest  in  tla'  je.tMie  alfairs  of  the  town- 
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ship,  5cr\jji"  MS  M member  of  the  school  board.  He 
■was  a Eepublican  in  politics  and  a Lutheran  in 
religion,  holding  membership  in  Zion's  Church 
at  Sunbury.  His. wife,  Catharine  (Snyder),  of 
Upper  Augusta  townsliip,  was  born  April  13,  1S09, 
and  died  Sept.  19,  1893.  She  is  buried  at  her  hus- 
band's side  in  the  old  south  cemetery.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  diildren.  born  as  follows: 
Hiram  P.,  Sept.  25,  1830  ; Jeremiah,  Aug.  23, 
1832  ; Isaac  X.,  July  29,  1831;  Thomas  G.,  A'ov. 
15,  1S3G ; Harriet  S.,  Oct.  8,  1838;  John  L., 
Dec.  19,  1810;  Simon,  July  1,  1812  ; David  A\  ., 
Aug.  3,  1811;  Mary  C.,  Oct.  1,  1816;  Dr.  Joseph, 
Feb.  1,  1819 ; Luther  S.,  May  3,  185i. 

David  M.  Cooper  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  home  locality,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  working  for  his  parents  until  he  at- 
iained  his  majority  and  remaining  at  home  until 
he  was  twenty-seven  years  old.  He  taught  school 
in  his  native  township  for  three  years,  1S70-11-T2. 
Mr.  Cooper  succeeded  his  father  in  the  ownership 
of  the  farm,  which  he  cultivated  until  1902,  when 
lie  retired  and  settled  in  Sunbury.  Meantime, 
however,  he  was  away  from  the  place  for  nine 
years,  during  wliieh  time  he  resided  in  East  Lewis- 
burg.  On  his*  removal  to  Sunbury  he  built  the 
-comfortable  residence  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  and 
Church  streets,  in  1902-03,  which  he  and  his  wife 
have  since  occupied.  Mr.  Cooper  has  always  been 
a public-spirited  citizen,  willing  to  work  in  a cause 
for  the  general  good,  and  he  served  six  years  as 
a member  of  the  board  of  school  directors  in  Up- 
per Augusta  township,  which  was  the  first  town- 
-ship  in  Xorthumberland  county  to  adopt  the  free 
textbook  pfian;  this  change  was  made  during  his 
service.  He  was  treasurer  of  the  board  for  a time. 
He  has  always  been  a stanch  supporter  of  the  Ee- 
publican piarty  and  was  committeeman  of  his  town- 
ship.for  a number  of  years.  In  1897  Mr.  Cooper 
■fi'as  appiointed  a member  of  the  Farmers'  Xational 
Congress,  by  the  late  Gov.  Daniel  H.  Hastings, 
the  meeting  lieing  held  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.  Mr. 
Cooper  attended  this  congress  with  thirty-three 
-other  delegates  of  Pennsylvania,  and  he  is  now  a 
life  member.  He  is  the  vice-president  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania delegation.  For  some  years  ho  held  mem- 
bership in  the  I.  0.  O.  F.  and  the  Conclave. 

On  Fell.  15,  1872.  Air.  Cooper  married  Hannah 
Fasold,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Fasold,  of  Avhat  is 
now  Eoekefellcr  township.  She  died  Feb.  23,  ISS-f, 
aged  thirty-eight  years,  the  mother  of  one  child, 
George,  who  was  accidentally  shot  when  seventeen 
years  old.  On  Alarch  29.  1888,  Air.  Cooper  mar- 
ried (second)  Emma  Lesher,  daughter  of  Eobert 
.and  Sarah  (A’andling)  liCsher,  of  Blue  Hill.  Snv- 
der  Co.,  Pa.,  and  granddaughter  of  George  Lesher. 
They  had  one  daughter,  Catherine  P.,  tvho  died  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Cooper  worship  at  Zion’s  Lutlier- 
an  Church,  Sunbury.  Ybile  living  at  East  Lewis- 


burg  he  was  identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church 
at  Lewisburg,  and  served  as  trustee  of  that  con- 
gregation. 

KEISEE.  The  Keiser  family  has  been  repre- 
sented in  Xorthumberland  county  for  several  gen- 
erations. having  been  founded  in  this  section  by 
Henry  Keiser,  a native  of  Berks  county.  Pa.,  who 
had  several  brothers,  Daniel,  John  and  Eeuben  all 
locating  in  central  Pennsylvania.  Eeuben  even- 
tually went  West.  Daniel  was  a farmer  and  tobac- 
co grower  in  the  vicinity  of  AlcEwensville.  and  is 
buried  in  that  vicinity.  He  had  children  : Judiah, 
Henry,  and  a daughter  now  deceased,  and  Susan, 
who  married  John  Bender  and  lived  near  Alilton, 
Xorthumberland  county. 

Henry  Keiser  was  born  June  25,  1781,  in  Berks 
county,  and  came  to  Xorthumberland  county  after 
his  marriage.  Locating  in  LoAver  Augusta  (now 
Eockefeller)  toAvnship,  on  a large  tract  of  land, 
he  followed  farming  as  well  as  his  trade  of  carpen- 
ter. _ The  Keiser  homestead  is  now  OA\-ned  by  the 
Xelson  Aliller  estate,  and  the  log  house  built  there- 
on by  Henry  Keiser  is  still  standing  (1911).  He 
cleared  his  land  and  remained  there  until  his  death, 
Avhich  occurred  Xov.  13,  1861.  He  is  buried  in 
the  now  abandoned  Dunkelbergei’  U.  E.  Church 
graveyard  and  was  a devout  and  active  member  of 
that  church.  The  church  itself  has  been  torn 
down  and  the  cemetery  is  in  a sadly  neglected 
state.  Air.  Keiser ’s  first  marriage  was  to  Eva  Zim- 
merman. ])orn  xkug.  5,  1781,  Avho  died  Alarch  11, 
1852.  and  his  second  Avas  to  Airs.  Anna  (Chaml)er- 
lin)  Alorey.  His  children  Avere  all  by  the  first 
union,  namely  : George  is  mentioned  heloAv ; Han- 
nah married  John  Foy  ; Polly  married  Xathaniel 
Lytle;  Daniel,  aaEo  married  Alahala  Lytle,  lived 
for  many  years  im  Shamokin  toAvnship,  bur.  died 
at  Alount  Carmel ; Isaac  died  in  1894  at  Alount 
Carmel.  Avhere  his  Avidow,  Susan  (Kerr).  noAv 
lives;  Henry  is  mentioned  behnv ; Christina  mar- 
ried, Asa  Alorey  and  they  lived  in  Potter  county. 
Pa. ; one  daughter  married  Jonathan  Smith  ; Teina 
married  Air.  Alorey. 

George  Keiser,  sou  of  Henry,  Avas  born  Feb.  16, 
1810,  in' Eockefeller  (then  Lower  Augusta)  toAAm- 
ship,  and  became  a farmer,  occupying  part  of  his 
father's  original  tract,  Avhere  he  died  Aug.  24, 
1877.  He  Avas  a Lutheran  member  of  the  Augnsta- 
ville  Stone  Church.  Air.  Keiser  married  Alagda- 
lena  Bloom,  daughter  of  Samuel  Bloom,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  five  children ; we  have  record 
of  Elizabeth  (Airs.  MYsley  Haupt).  Absalom  B. 
and  Harriet  (who  was  choked  to  death  Iiy  a bean). 
His  .second  wife  Avas  Elizabeth  Bloom,  sister  of  the 
first,  born  Xov.  9,  1813,  died  Sept.  2,  1901.  Sev- 
eral children  Avere  born  to  this  marriage:  Iluhla 

married  George  B.  Conrad:  Jacob  S.  married  Polly 
Euppert;  Albert  married  Pauline  Lerch.  Avho  lives 
in  IIolloAving  Enn.  in  LoAA'er  Augusta  toAvosliip ; 


CIO 


nvjrrxfmrs'i 


\:  .-'g»  • : fl^-|.  '■  ■ 


dvtjul'J  m,vtiUuJ  9tli  ihiv 


.?r. 


0 L'< 


sJl  <mU  1o  /s  i$  -aaiyi9f  Mhi»  't 

30iU  W 9a?«-tn)  t»  ififftm  bao  tA  M liwt  ^yijihtf  m n^ji^anaE 


•<nq')T  Juful  yf^z/lel  'ii^^ssyi 


,r-r-  - I>  - ,_r^ ,,  V -•  W'F•^ 

.^(Vf  wa  •i'kjqjf 


inciT.  ; ix'nhf.ih  hud  K'U  '.x^iiU-yr/'mU  m IMjifd ^-y-l  ,{  .'jgO  ,.Q/  yibU  J 
.rut£He:  htiu  ijtb'im’)}^  YfOb  iMd^mii'  ^.g--'!!)^ 

MihU'  fy’fH  f*n^  *19!^^  jfttelv.  iisisg^iil  .^tfw  ^id  fmhm-  tsqpoO  ‘..W 

.T.JiJjmo  ’fciiK  ^y?it/i6ot  9Ktotf  oJt  5o  %lo0if!5a  9^r/<r' 

nl  ,;«:i  ,^;S;,,;rtr«t;^  moil  i«5jiir  fimwq  'n4  •;>nU^mi  .ylil  ffnsl  ,o|: 

•j-  'fn  -?:iMi.^o'  bjiR{ic.A!ff;4if/l«oX  of  )inUvjium'  hati  '0ho\^  s^it  hjamf] 

'non)  a;)au^i.(A.  rsmj  dx  Wl-  ',Bte  iWi6^ 

.i>if)-l  "io’  1t)frt1  <J2i».l,  ft  flw  «,q:hfeiiv?uj 

SR  S th  itb  aid 


•ii  {Itft^)  ^fiil'uuslst  UI«»-')H  btU  t^'  6/1  ,;f9'r0„. 

;l/ft-^‘b  >.dl  llftw  •yt*iJ j ■ h'm h&^At huti  id ' n 'whdl^s^ 


-iYiiS'j»fri  *?<  •■'.'!</,  rn^  in  W'»««  4/1  liiri#  ^f>do«  d®i;9ir!)g^^;:6i0' 


.it  ilytr'iC  feifb  .•.j'w A -Jt»4 
.-1‘>^i?fi.i'''V)  iiif*\/  -If nil  ;i>j  fefe-«  hiiffViA-'^fhi 
;tfr»4. ''«i;!  'f«  ’!'»-#v/  xy 

»jr«HF  ;'»>j^J'^|d  '^-j-i&iji  i<t;jS!»t. 

■ aKd^y  'jwih-jrurt  jvi»®I  ird^.V  a'Srj 


*i  ftfe-w  fj4w<«-'«fi(i'.  l«aB;5^i|tt|b.  ^(.taor/ 


44»)3i39d'.<j>  l^-i'bifc  lo  j^jfeod  «A^».'**'»;fm®ai 

xloT^w  ;qiff2n7Yrtt  fijau^jy||^r 
)Ht/QQ  f)fr9b9yri,i/?c?lwy^^fl^ 


. ' J{|/»‘V»  :ii  '.>•••41  ■ v^ii: ibiifc,  '<ytv/fC' ■ . 

»iij'>x' ; d^iaifb  mi!i;Hi(^l^  45f w ■ aidt  ’lAbo^rs  iraqoo^ 


Jg  Waft'  :2r 

aifb,  , ,,  . _____  ___^_ 


-idmU: ' b&mcm  Ml  _ _,  ___ 

6i  r>iU  ,»fit«>itc  1/  ■*.1 

&JO990.  y7'cd  6-jr  'Vauvjt  ' ijoda  .0/^  - 

•S’  fiKvlifiYdA  . (4(_J/Ii;1t  ;w_J£)  Ift'xifttiil't  l-o^ 

Jmsd  r.  yd  djitiSMif  o#  M .'j-.,ffti,.  l /ff/ffha,  (Iw/OflOs)  5wt  ' 


G14 


NOETHUMBEriLAXD  COUNTY,  PENXSYLA'AXl A 


Jerome  is  out  West,  in  the  gold  fields;  Mary  mar- 
ried M.  Luther  Conrad  and  they  live  on  the  George 
Keiser  homestead ; Aaron  B.  is  a resident  of  Mount 
Carmel.  Some  children  died  rvhen  young. 

Absalom  B.  Keiser,  now  a retired  resident  of 
the  borough  of  Suidrui}",  was  born  July  17,  1839, 
in  Lower  Augusta  (now  Rockefeller) township, 
son  of  George  Keiser.  He  lived  on  the  home  farm 
until  of  age.  During  the  Civil  war  he  served  as  a 
member  of  Company  H,  172d  Regiment,  Pennsyl- 
vania Drafted  Militia,  into  which  he  was  sworn 
for  nine  months  or  to  the  end  of  the  war,  and  he 
reached  the  rank  of  corporal.  At  the  close  of  his 
term,  after  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  he  returned 
to  Lower  Augusta  township  in  August,  18G3,  and 
until  1865  cultivated  his  father-in-law's  farm  in 
that  township.  In  1865  he  settled  in  Sunbury, 
where  that  year  he  bought  a piece  of  ground  con- 
taining one  and  a half  acres  upon  which  he  built 
a small  house,  on  Catawissa  avenue.  His  wife  had 
agreed  to  have  a home  anywhere  but  in  the  flat. 
When  he  drove  his  v/ell  he  went  down  fifty  ‘feet 
and  came  to  rock,  finding  plenty  of  water,  but 
as  others  dug  wells  the  supply  was  not  so  plentiful 
and  he  went  down  seven  feet  through  the  rock, 
with  satisfactory  results.  In  course  of  time  he 
enlarged  his  house,  and  there  he  has  remained  to 
the  present  time,  being  now  the  oldest  resident  of 
his  part  of  the  borough.  His  laud  has  greatly 
increased  in  value.  For  the  first  two  years  after 
his  removal  to  Sunbury  he  burned  lime  and  drove 
team,  and  he  continued  to  follow  hauling  and  drai'- 
ing  throughout  Ids  active  years,  until  his  retire- 
ment in  1907.  He  prospered  by  thrifty  manage- 
ment and  industry,  and  now  ovms,  besides  his 
home  property,  a house  in  Augusta  street  and  sev- 
eral lots. 

On  April  8,  1862,  Mr.  Keiser  married  Mary 
Ann  Gass,  who  was  born  Jifly  39,  1840,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Gass,  of  Plum  Creek  Valley,  and  died 
Sept.  18,  1901.  She  is  buried  in  the  family  plot 
in  Pomfret  Manor  cemetery.  Six  children  were 
born  to  this  union;  Martin  L.  died  young;  Della 
married  Henry  Heckert  and  lias  children,  Lottie, 
Harry,  Roy  and  Sarah;  George  died  young;  Maria 
G.  married  Frank  Houghton  (they  have  no  chil- 
dren) ; AYilliam  died  young;  Elizabeth,  who  is  un- 
married, keeps  house  for  her  father. 

Mr.  Keiser  is  a Democrat  in  political  matters, 
and  he  has  taken  some  part  in  local  affairs,  having 
served  several  terras  in  the  council  of  East  Sun- 
bury; a few  terms  as  constable  of  the  borough  of 
Sunbury;  and  four  years  as  supervisor  of  Upper 
Augusta  township.  He  is  a citizen  who  has  always 
commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fel- 
lowmen,  and  his  upright  life  and  faithful  public 
services  have  gained  him  many  well  wishers.  He 
was  catechised  at  the  Augustaville  Stone  Church, 
and  he  and  his  family  have  been  identified  with  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  Sunbury. 


Henry  Keiser,  sou  of  Henry  the  pioneer  iu 
X'orthumberland  count},  ivas  born  in  May,  1811, 
in  Northumberland  county.  Pa.,  and  grew  up  on 
the  home  farm.  He  assisted  his  father  with  the 
agricultural  work,  and  also  learned  how  to  make 
spinning  wheels,  at  which  he  was  engaged  for  some 
time.  He  then  bought  a tract  of  land  at  Trevor- 
ton,  which  he  cleared,  but  ki  time  he  sold  it  and  in 
1834  removed  to  Shaniokin,  being  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  that  now  thriving  borougli.  For  a number 
of  years  he  followed  contracting  and  teaming,  in 
1856  entering  the  mercantile  business  in  partner- 
ship with  Joseph  Porter.  This  venture  did  not 
last  long,  however,  as  they  were  obliged  to  discon- 
tinue after  a year,  during  the  panic,  and  Mr. 
Keiser  turned  to  a new  industry,  being  one  of  the 
first  men  to  contract  timber  to  the  mines  in  this  sec- 
tion. He  'died  at  Shamokin  iu  June,  1872,  of 
smallpox.  Mr.  Keiser  was  a member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church.  He  married  Catherine  Raker, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows : Maria  married 
David  Fisher;  Isaac  R.  became  the  father  of  Jos- 
eph A.  Keiser;  Harner  .married  John  R.  Bough- 
ner;  Jacob  R.,  born  May  1,  1845,  is  deceased; 
Henry  H.  ivas  for  many  years  a prominent  mer- 
chant at  Shamokin;  Reuben  is  living  in  Shamokin. 

Isaac  R.  Keiser,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  June 
30,  1839,  and  died  March  29,  1901,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  He  was  for  a number  of  vears 
a well  known  merchant  of  Shamokin,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  business  in  1869  and  continued  until 
1880,  in  which  year  he  reinoved  to  Alount  CarmeL 
He  followed  the  same  line  there  until  his  demise. 
Mr.  Keiser  married  Elizabeth  Wolfgang,  daughter 
of  George  Wolfgang,  and  she  still  reside's  in  Mount 
Carmel,  continuing  the  business  formej'ly  owned 
by  her  husband.  Four  children  were  born  to 
them:  Joseph  A.;  Atissouri,  who  married  Harrv 

flaas;  George  H.,  of  Alount  Carmel;  and  Isaac 
X.,  of  Akron,  Ohio. 

Joseph  A.  Keiser,  son  of  Isaac  R.  Keiser,  was 
born  Feb.  10,  1862,  in  Shamokin,  and  there  at- 
tended the  public  schools  and  Shamokin  Acadera}', 
graduating  from  the  latter  institution.  In  1879 
he  went  to  Joliet,  111.,  where  he  spent  some  time.‘ 
and  returning  home  assisted  his  father  in  the  gro- 
cery business  which,  he  had  meantime  established 
in  Alount  Carmel.  He  . has  since  continued  in  thi^ 
line,  his  location  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Afaple 
streets  being  well  known  and  well  patronized.  His 
e.vcellent  business  methods  and  honorable  dealing 
have  gained  him  a large  custom,  which  he  retains 
by  accommodating  his  jtatrons  in  every  ])ossil.>Ie 
way.  He  is  well  known  iu  various  associations  in 
the  borough,  being  president  of  the  school  board 
at  the  present  time,  is  a director  of  the  Anthracite 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  member  and  chap- 
lain of  Mount  Carmel  Lodge,  No.  378,  F.  & A.  AI., 
and  member  and  recorder  of  the  local  organiza- 
tion of  the  Knialits  of  Afalta.  lie  alsi  belongs  to 
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tlio  r.  0.  S.  of  A.,  and  is  socretary  of  the  Loyal 
Association.  His  activities  have  also  extended  to 
church  life,  Mr.  Keiser  being  a leading  member 
of  the  United  Evangelical  Association  and  at  pres- 
ent serving  as  trustee  of  same.  In  political  matters 
he  is  a Republican. 

On  April  G,  1886,  Mr.  Keiser  married  Alice  J. 
Herb,  daughter  of  Rudolph  Herb,  and  they  have 
one  daughter,  Emma  E.,  cvho  is  a student  at  Buck- 
nell  University,  member  of  the  class  of  1912. 

George  Henry  Keiser,  son  of  Isaac  R.,  was 
born  in  Shamokin,  Pa.,  Xov.  3,  1867.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Shamokin  and  afterward 
clerked  in  his  father's  store,  moving  with  his  par- 
ents to  Mount  Carmel  where  he  continued  in  his 
fathers  employ  until  the  latter's  death,  when  his 
mother  continued  the  business,  which  is  conducted 
by  the  two  sons,  Joseph  A.  and  George  Henry. 

Mr.  Keiser  was  married  May  28,  1890,  to  Ella 
H.  Swank,  daughter  of  Jacob  Swank.  Socially 
Mr.  Keiser  is  a member  of  I.  0..  0.  F.  Lodge  Xo. 
1150,  of  Mount  Carmel.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a Republican. 
He  is  a director  of  the  People's  Building  and  Loan 
Association. 

HOX.  JOHX  T.  McMULLEX,  of  Shamokin, 
Northumberland  county,  present  representative  of 
his  district  in  the  State  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, is  an  employee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railway 
Company -and  well  known  among  his  fellow  work- 
ers as  well  as  in  local  public  affairs.  He  was  born 
May  6,  1877,  in  Montour  county.  Pa.,  son  of  Sam- 
uel McMullen,  who  has  become  well  known  in 
both  Montour  and  Xorthumberland  counties  in 
various  connections. 

Samuel  McMullen  wns  born  in  1847  in  Montour 
county,  and  during  his  early  life  became  familiar 
with  farm  life.  But  when  a young  man  he  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  has  since  followed. 
For  a number  of  years  he  was  engaged  as  a con- 
tractor at  Danville,  Montour  county,  employing 
six  men,  but  since  1893  he  has  been  carpenter 
foreman  at  the  Xatalie  colliery,  at  XTatalie,  Xorth- 
umberland county.  He  is  a stanch  Republican,  has 
served  as  county  commissioner  and  jury  commis- 
sioner of  his  native  county,  and  while  a resident  of 
Danville  Avas  prominent  as  an  Odd  Fellow', 
filling  all  the  chairs  in  the  local  lodge.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church.  His 
wife,  JMary  Alice  (Geist),  is  a daughter  of 
David  Geist,  of  Catawissa,  Pa.,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  eight  children:  John  T. ; Truman  F., 
Florence  C.,  David  and  1\[.  Frances^  all  of  whom 
reside  wdth  their  parents  at  Xatalie;  and  three  who 
are  deceased. 

John  T.  McMullen  received  a public  school  ed- 
ucation, attending  the  borough  school  at  Danville 
for  four  years,  and  night  school  at  Xatalie  for  one 
year.  "When  sixteen  years  old  he  commenced  to 


learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
three  years,  subsequently  finding  employment  about 
the  coal  mines.  In  1900  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railway  Company,  witli  wdiich 
he  has  since  been  engaged  at  railroad  tvori:. 

Mr.  MciMullen  is  a veteran  of  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  in  Avhich  he  served  as  a member 
of  Company  E,  12th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers;  he 
is  a member  of  Aerie  Xo.  534,  F.  0.  E.,  at  Sham- 
okin, and  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Raihvay  Train- 
men, which  he  has  served  as  secretary  of  the  Gen- 
eral Grievance  committee  since  1902.  In  polities 
he  is  a Republican  and  has  been  active  in  the  local 
affairs  of  the  party,  on  w'hose  ticket  he  tvas  elected 
Xov.  8,  1910,  to  represent  his  district  in  the  State 
Legislature,  his  plurality  being  260  votes.  This 
was  his  first  candidacy  for  county  office.  He  is 
favorably  regarded  in  the  party  and  in  his  com- 
munity, Avhere  he  has  many  friends. 

On  June  14,  1898,  Mr.  McMullen  married  Fay 
E.  Ditty,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Rebecca  (Tail- 
or) Ditty,  Avhose  ancestors  were  from  Lower  ila- 
hanoy  toAvnship,  this  county.  Three  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union,  namely : Ruth  R.,  Thom- 
as S.  and  xllice  B.  Mr.  McMullen  has  made  his 
home  in  the  borough  of  Shamokin  since  1900. 

GEORGE  W.  HARTLEIX,  of  XV.  430  'UVst 
Pine  street,  Shamokin,  has  been  secretaiw-treasurer 
of  the  United  IMine  Workers  of  America  in  Dis- 
trict Xo.  9 since  its  organization,  in  1899,  Ids 
work  covering  four  counties  and  about  fifty-one 
thousand,  two  hundred  mine  ivorkers.  His  long 
retention  in  the  office  is  the  best  evidence  of  his 
satisfactory  services.  Lie  is  a native  of  Shamokin. 
born  June  21,  1865,  son  of  Joseph  Hartlein  and 
grandson  of  George  Hartlein,  and  comes  of  old 
Berks  county  stock,  the  Hartleins  or  Hartiines 
haA'ing  long  been  prominent  in  that  section.  The 
family  is  of  German  origin  and  has  been  a part  of 
The  substantial  German  element  of  Pennsylvania 
citizenship  since  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century. 

John  Jacob  Hartlein  was  born  Sept.  8,  1699,  in 
Saxony.  Germany,  son  of  X'icholas  and  Dorotlia 
Hartlein,  as  indicated  by  the  Hill  Church  records. 
On  Sept.  28,  1726,  he  married  Julia,  daughter  of 
John  Christian  and  Appolonia  Dressier,  born  July 
4,  1694.  They  came  to  America  in  1732,  and  set- 
tled in  Earl  toAAm.ship,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.  To  them 
Avere  born  six  children:  John  Jacob  and  Jacob 

both  died  young;  Margaret,  born  in  1729,  married 

John ; George  Avas  born  in  1732  ; Anna 

Dorotha.  born  in  1734,  died  in  1736 ; Nicholas, 
born  in  1736,  died  in  1741. 

George  Hartlein,  son  of  John  Jacob,  Avas  born 
in  Saxony,  Germany,  in  1732,  shortly  before  the 
emigration  of  his  parents  to  the  N’cav  World,  fo 
1750  he  Avas  a taxable  in  District  towmship,  Berks 
county,  as  was  also  George,  Jr.  In  1755  he  mar- 
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ri(.‘d  Maria  Catharine  Ihxhm  (Boehm),  who  was 
born  in  IT 30,  daughter  of  Conrad  Boehm,  a native 
of  Fehrfeld,  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  born  about 
1T05,  who  came  to  America  in  1732.  George  Hart- 
lein  ami  wife  had  the  following  children:  dost 

(or  Yost),  born  Jan.  8,  1707,  died  Dec.  21,  1852, 
and  is  buried  at  Oley  church,  and  by  his  side  Is 
buried  Sarah  Ilartlein,  born  Oct.  18,  1780,  died 
Sept.  24,  1873  (it  is  not  known  whether  she  was 
his  wife  or  his  sister)  ; George,  Jr.,  was  born 
Jan.  11,  17S1-.  There  were  perhaps  other  chil- 
dren, but  the  names  of  these  two  alone  are  of 
certain  record. 

George  Hartlein  (the  name  George  is  very  com- 
mon in  this  family),  grandfather  of  George  W. 
Hartlein,  was  a fanner  in  Berks  county,  where  he 
died,  at  Spangsville.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  IMosser,  bore  him  the  following  children  : 
Isaac,  who  died  in  ^Michigan ; J oseph ; J ared ; 
George,  living  in  Philadelphia ; and  iMary,  who 
married  Samuel  Brosius  and  is  living  at  Stoning- 
ton,  Xorthumberland  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

Joseph  Hartlein  was  born  .Dec.  15,  1829,  in 
Berks  county,  and  when  a young  man  came  to 
Xorthumberland  county,  settling  in  the  ]\Iahantan- 
go  Valley.  He  was  a wheelwright,  and  follotved 
the  trade  for  many  years,  in  time  moving  to  Paxi- 
nos,  where  he  lived  for  a while  Itefore  coming  to 
Shamokin.  After  settling  in  the  latter  borough 
lie  followed  mining  and  the  lumber  business  until 
1890,  from  which  time  until  his  death  he  lived 
retired.  He  married  Lydia  Rebuck,  who  was 
from' the  ^lahantango  Valley,  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  (^laurer)  Rebuck,  and  she  died 
Xov.  28,  1881.  Mr.  Hartlein  died  July  9.  1893, 
and  both  are  buried  in  the  Shamokin  cemetery. 
They  hail  a large  family,  \ iz. : Mary  married  Ga- 
briel Snyder  and  they  live  in  Shamokin : they  have 
had  seven  children.  Amelia  married  Harvey 
Maurer,  of  Shamokin,  and  has  had  sixteen  chil- 
dren. Abbie  married  Charles  Kerstetter,  of  Sham- 
okin, and  has  had  fifteen  children.  Jared  died 
in  infancy.  Elmira  married  John  Drumheller,  of 
Shamokin,  and  has  had  twelve  children.  Mar- 
garet married  Aitgusi,  Ross  and  thev  are  living  at 
Shamokin ; they  have  had  ten  children.  Harry 
died  in  infancy.  George  W.  is  mentioned  below. 
Alice,  who  died  in  Shamokin  in  1895,  was  the  wife 
of  Frank  Sheetz  and  had  five  children.  Frona, 
who  lives  in  Indiana  county.  Pa.,  married  Joseph 
Powell  and  has  had  eight  children. 

George  W.  Hartlein  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Shamokin,  but  his  educational 
advantages  were  limited,  for  when  only  seven 
years  old  he  began  picking  slate  at  the  Bear  Val- 
ley breaker.  He  continued  this  work  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  fifteen,  when  he  commenced 
mining,  at  which  he  was  engaged  until  1900. 
Meantime,  on  Oct.  21,  1899,  the  United  'Mine 
Workers  of  America  organized  in  this  district 


(X’o.  9)  at  iMount  Carmel,  forming  District  Xo. 
9,  which  includes  the  counties  of  Xorthumberland, 
Schuylkill,  Dauphin  and  Columbia,  with  the  main 
ollice  at  Shamokin.  i\£r.  Hartlein  was  elected  sec- 
retary-treasurer at  the  time  of  the  organization, 
and  has  filled  that  ollice  continuously  since.  As 
there  are  over  tifty-one  thousand  mine  workers  in 
the  district,  his  duties  are  varied  and  heavy,  but 
he  has  discharged  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  Besides  his  membership  in  the  mine 
workers’  body  he  is  associated  with  the  P.  0.  S. 
of  A.,  having  been  a charter  member  of  Camp  Xo. 
187  and  later  transferred  to  Camp  X'o.  149. 

i\Ir.  Hartlein  married  Elnia  Drumheller,  daugh- 
ter of  Levi  T.  and  Lydia  (Daniels)  Drumheller, 
of  X'orthumberland  county,  and  they  have  had  six 
children:  Grover  C.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Lydia, 
who  died  in  1902,  when  sixteen  years  old  ; Clar- 
ence IV.,  of  Shamokin,  who  married  Hattie  Xei- 
hart;  X'ola,  at  home;  George  0.,  at  home;  and 
a daughter  that  died  in  infancy.  iMr.  Hartlein 
has  three  grandchildren. 

In  political  sentiment  Mr.  Hartlein  is  a Demo- 
crat, but  he  votes  independently.  His  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Reformed  Church. 

MILLER.  The  brothers  John  L.  Miller  and  J. 
Adam  Miller,  of  Sunbury,  are  natives  of  Germany 
who  came  to  this  country  in  boyhood,  the  former 
taking  up  his  residence  in  the  borough  in  1879,  the 
latter  in  1890.  The  family  came  to  America  in 
1860,  landing  at  Baltimore.  Md.,  after  a most 
thrilling  experience.  Thev  had  taken  passage  for 
A'ew  A'ork,  but  were  captured  en  route  by  a man- 
of-war  and  taken  to  the  island  of  Saint  Thomas, 
one  of  the  AVest  Indies,  Avhere  they  Avere  obliged 
to  pay  three  hundred  dollars’  ransom  before  re- 
leased. The  Alillers  proceeded  from  Baltimore  to 
Ashland,  Pa.,  AA'here  the  family  settled,  the  father, 
Andrew  iMiller,  finding  Avork  in  the  coal  mines,  as 
did  also  his  son  John.  As  soon  as  they  became 
old  enough  the  sous  all  had  to  Avork  in  the  mines. 
There  the  mother  died  in  1862,  and  the  family 
of  six  children  consequently  became  scattered. 

John  L.  Miller,  son  of  AudreAi',  Avas  born 
March  19,  1848,  in  AATirzburg,  Bavaria,  Germany, 
and  came  to  this  country  Avith  the  family  as  re- 
lated. Though  only  a boy  at  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  service,  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  II,  79th  Pennsylvania  A’olun- 
teer  Infantry,  Avith  which,  among  other  experi- 
ences, he  participated  in  Sherman’s  famous  march 
to  the  sea.  Upon  his  return  to  civil  life  he  began 
to  learn  the  trade  of  carpenter,  at  Williamsport, 
Pa.,  from  Avhich  place  he  came  to  Sunbury  in  1879. 
He  has  been  connected  Avith  a number  of  important 
business  enterprises  in  the  borough  during  the 
thirty  and  more  years  of  his  residence  there.  He 
has  been  extensiA'ely  engaged  in  contracting  and 
Iniihling,  and  became  senior  partner  of  the  firm 
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of  Miller  Ileim,  manufacturers  of  extension 
tables.  Mr.  Miller  has  had  many  large  and  re- 
sponsible contracts  in  Sunbur}"  and  the  surround- 
ing territory,  among  others  the  interior  fitting  of 
the  present  First  AMtional  Bank  building.  Mr. 
Miller  has  acquired  extensive  interests  in  the 
Adams  Clay  Mining  Company,  of  Xew  Jersey, 
which  operates  extensively  in  the  manufacture  of 
buff  brick,  and  he  has  been  a director  of  the  concern 
for  a number  of  years.  Ilis  activity  and  success 
have  made  him  an  infiuontial  member  of  local  com- 
mercial circles,  his  ability  having  been  demon- 
strated in  a number  of  prosperous  undertakings. 
Moreover,  he  has  taken  prominent  part  in  other 
local  affairs  of  interest  to  those  rvho  have  the  wel- 
fare of.  the  community  at  heart,  having  served 
most  efficiently  as  school  director.  During  his  serv- 
ice the  schools  of  East  Sunbury  were  raised  to  a 
high  standard,  and  his  good  Judgment  and  disinter- 
ested labors  were  highly  appreciated  by  his  fellow 
citizens.  Mr.  Miller  also  took  a conspicuous  part 
is  securing  the  establishment  of  the  Odd  Fellows"' 
Orphans’  Home  near  Sunbury,  and  in  1897  became 
its  first  president  and  superintendent,  resigning 
that  position  in  1901  when  his  duties  in  connection 
with  the  Adams  Clay  Mining  Company  demanded 
so  much  of  his  attention  that  he  did  not  feel  he 
could  do  justice  to  both. 

Mr.  Miller  is  also  widely  acquainted  in  Masonic 
circles,  being  a thirty-second  degree  Mason,  and 
he  is  also  an  active  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows 
fraternih".  At  the  Odd  Fellows  convention  held  in 
Sunbury  April  26,  1905,  he  was  grand  marshal, 
and  as  such  deserves  high  credit  for  the  successful 
manner  in  which  the  affair  was  conducted. 

J.  Ada-vi  AIiller,  son  of  Andrew  Miller,  was 
born  Aug.  11,  1853,  in  the  kingdom  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  and  attended  school  there  for  six:  months 
before  the  family  came  to  America.  Since-  his 
mother's  death  he  has  lived  in  Xo.rthumberland 
and  Lycoming  counties,  Pa.,  principally  the  form- 
er, however.  He  acquired  an  excellent  practical 
■education,  sutficient  to  enable  him  to  enter  the 
teaching  profession,  which  he  began  in  Shamokin 
township,  this  county,  in  1872.  He  taught  six- 
teen terms  in  all,  fourteen  in  Xorthumberland 
county  and  two  in  Lycoming  county.  For  ten  terms 
he  was  engaged  in  Eockefeller  township,  where  he 
was  licensed  by  Prof.  Saul  Shipman.  For  one 
term,  after  he  I)egan  teaching,  he  Avas  a student  at 
Dickinson  Seminary,  AYilliamsport.  Mr.  Aliller 
carried  on  farming  in  Eockefeller  township  for  tAvo 
years  before  his  removal  to  Sunbury,  in  1890,  at 
which  time  he  took  a position  in  the  clerical  de- 
partment of  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  Company. 
He  was  thus  engaged  for  fourteen  years,  giving 
up  the  Avork  on  account  of  his  health,  and  for  a 
time  solicited  insurance.  Then  for  six  years  he 
was  employed  at  the  Susquehanna  Silk  Mills,  in 


Sunbury,  in  May,  1910,  commencing  the  grocery 
business  in  which  he  is  now  interested. 

Mr.  Miller  has  ahvays  taken  the  interest  of  a 
public-spirited  citizen  in  matters  affecting  the 
general  good,  served  as  assessor  for  three  years 
Avhile  a resident  of  Eockefeller  toAvnship,  and  since 
settling  in  Sunbury  has  served  as  Ixn'ougli  au- 
ditor. He  does  not  give  his  allegiance  to  any  par- 
ticular party,  voting  for  the  candidates  he  considers 
most  suitable.  Socially  Air.  Aliller  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Knights  of  Alalta  at  Sunbury. 

AVhile  in  Eockefeller  toAvnship  Air.  Miller  met 
Aliss  Conrad,  aaEoiu  he  married.  They  have  had 
one  daughter,  Alabel  Grace,  who  is  at  home.  Air. 
Aliller  and  his  family  are  Lutherans,  and  wKile  liv- 
ing in  Eockefeller  toAA'iiship  he  served  as  deacon 
of  the  Eden  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

AVILLIAAI  KXAPP  is  engaged  in  the  furniture 
■and  undertaking  business  at  Trevorton,  carrying 
on  the  business  established  some  fifty  or  more  years 
ago  there  by  his  father,  Avho  was  one  of  the  first 
men  in  his  line  to  settle  at  the  place.  Air.  Knapp 
Avas  born  in  1843  in  AYurtemberg,  Germany,  son 
of  John  Alichael  Knapp,  aa’Iio  brought  his  family 
to  .Ajuerica  in  1857.  The  voyage  Avas  made  in  a 
sailing  A'essel,  and  they  landed  at  Xew  York  after 
a voyage  of  forty-three  days.  Locating  in  Trevor- 
ton, Xorthumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Air.  Knapp,  Avho 
Avas  a skilled  cabinet-maker,  folloAved  cabinetmak- 
ing  and  ttndertaking,  being  one  of  the  first  here  to 
pursue  that  kind  of  work.  He  was  successful,  and 
Avas  so  engaged  until  his  death,  Avhich  occurred  in 
December,  1871.  He  married  Alargaret  Ebbling. 
and  they  had  the  folloAA'ing 'children : Alichael, 

Fredericka,  Christiana,  Alargaret  and  AATlliam. 

William  Knapp  came  to  America  Avitli  the  fam- 
ily and  has  lived  in  Trevorton  ever  since.  Under 
his  father’s  able  instruction  he  learned  the  trade 
of  cabinetmaker,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father 
himself  assumed  the  business.  At  one  time  he 
made  all  the  caskets  himself,  but  of  late  years 
he  has  obtained  them  from  the  factories.  Lender- 
taking  is  his  specialty,  but  he  also  deals  in  furni- 
ture, of  all  kinds,  and  has  a lucrative  patronage 
in  both 'lines,  being  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  the  toAAm.  His  store  is  located  on  Shamo- 
kin street.  He  is  a citizen  aa'Iio  holds  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  felloAvmen,  and  has  been 
chosen  to  fill  various  local  offices,  having  served 
as  school  director,  tax  collector  and  oA'erseer  of 
the  poor  of  Zerbe  township.  Politically  he  is  as- 
sociated Avith  the  Eepublican  party. 

In  1869  Air.  Knapp  married  Eva  Eosina  Pfes- 
tcrrer,  Avho  Avas  born  June  29,  1815,  in  Germany. 
They  have  no  children.  Air.  and  Airs.  Knapp  are 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church. 

JoTix  Daa'Id  Pfesterrer,  father  of  Airs.  Knapp, 
Avas  born  Aug.  11,  1810,  in  AAhirtemberg,  Germany, 
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and  came  to  America  in  1854,  making  the  voyage 
in  a sailing  vessel  which  brought  him  to  Xew 
York  City.  His  tirst  location  in  the  Xew  World 
was  at  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  from  which 
place  he  came  to  Trevorton  in  the  early  days  of 
that  town.  Here  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of 
carpenter,  and  was  an  industrious  and  respected 
citizen  until  his  death,  which  occurred  3Iay  6, 
188D.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susanna 
Margareta  Ott,  followed  him  to  America  in  1856 
with  four  of  their  children.  She  died  in  1890. 
They  had  the  following  family : J ohn  George  is 

living  at  Trevorton;  iMaragreta  married  John 
Eoss;  Christiana  married  George  Walter,  who  was 
killed  at  a breaker  at  Trevorton;  .John  David  was 
killed  in  tlie  mines  at  Trevorton;  Eva  Eosina  is 
the  wife  of  William  Knapp. 

JAMES  COOPEE,  proprietor  of  the  well 
known  “Cooper’s  Hotel”  at  Trevorton,  is  conduct- 
ing practically  the  same  business  which  his  father 
entered  forty  years  ago,  and  is  a worthy  successor 
of  that  much  respected  citizen  of  Trevorton.  His 
son,  Alexander  Cooper,  is  engaged  in  the  bakery 
and  general  store  business,  and  has  been  other- 
wise prominent  in  tlie  life  of  the  town,  where  the 
name  is  associated  with  public-spirited  citizenship 
in  all  that  term  implies. 

William  and  Susan  (.Tones)  Cooper,  grand- 
parents of  James  Cooper,  never  came  to  America. 
Their  son,  James  Cooper,  born  Jan.  26,  1818,  in 
Staffordshire;  England,  lived  in  his  native  land, 
until  1863,  following  mining  from  the  age  of  ten 
years.  Coming  to  America  in  the  year  named, 
with  his  family,  he  landed  at  Xew  York  City  and 
was  soon  settled  at  Trevorton,  Xorthumberland 
Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  found  work  at  mining.  Later  he 
removed  to  Shamokin,  this  county,  where  he  was 
employed  in  the  mines  until  1869,  when  he  re- 
turned to  '’J’revorton,  working  at  the  mines.  In 
1870  he  went  to  Mahanoy  Cithg  but  the  following 
year  came  back  to  Trevorton,  in  1872  becoming 
proprietor  of  tbe  hotel  known  as  “The  House  of 
All  Xations,”  which  he  had  bought  in  1869. 
From  that  time  until  his  death  he  was  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  becoming  one 
of  the  best  known  men  in  his  section.  He  was  one 
of  the  oldest  miners  of  the  region,  a man  re.spected 
and  trusted  by  all  who  knew  him,  served  as  super- 
visor of  Zerhe  township^  and  stood  high  in  the 
community  as  a man  of  sterling  qualities.  He 
was  a Eepublican  in  politics,  and  socially  held 
membership  in  tbe  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  the  K.  of  P. 
He  died  in  1899. 

On  Xov.  15,  1845,  Mr.  Cooper  married  Jane 
Sunderland,  of  England,  who  died  May  26,  1885, 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  all  now  deceased 
but  James  and  iMary  A.,  tlie  latter  the  wife  of 
Otto  Lout,  of  Trevorton.  On  Xov.  17,  1885,  Mr. 
Cooper  married  (second)  Mrs.  Betsy  Whittle,  a 


native  of  England,  vvliose  parents,  Ahraiiam  and 
.Jane  Eoper,  were  also  born  in  that  country. 

James  Cooper,  son  of  James  and  .Jane  (Sun- 
derland) Cooper,  was  born  Xo\.  18,  1850,  in 
Staffordshire,  England,  and  came  to  America  with 
his  parents.  At  an  early  age  he  commenced  min- 
ing, and  in  1879  he  made  a prospecting  tour  in 
the  Black  Hills,  where  he  was  associated  with 
Colonel  Cody  (“Biufalo  Bill”)  and  had  many  in- 
teresting experiences.  But  he  returned  to  min- 
ing in  Pennsylvania,  being  long  in  the  employ 
of  Baumgardner  A'  Douty,  at  Shamokin.  In  1899, 
after  the  death  of  his  father,  he  took  over  the  hotel 
imsiness,  which  he  had  purchased,  and  this  busi- 
ness he  has  since  continued.  For  some  time  Mr. 
Cooper  was  in  Clearfield  county,  this  State,  en- 
gaged in  the  horse  business,  and_  he.  is  still  inter- 
ested in  that  line,  which  he  carries  on  in  connec- 
tion with  his  hotel  business.  Mr.  Cooper  has  a 
jiotably  fine  array  of  mounted  birds,  the  collec- 
tion of  which  has  been  a hobby  alfording  him 
much  interest  and  pleasure.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle  and  of  the 
Knights  of  Malta,  and  in  political  matters  he  is 
identified  with  the  Eepublican  party. 

3Ir.  Cooper  married  Isabella  iMatheason,  daugh- 
ter of  Alexander  Matheason,  and  they  had  a fam- 
ily of  seven  children:  Alexander;  James  W.,  who 
is  employed  at  the  Xorth  Franklin  Colliery  (he 
is  a leading  member  of  Trevorton  Fire  Company 
Xo.  1,  of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle,  and  of 
the  Trevorton  band);  Isabella,  deceased;  Jennie, 
deceased;  Clara  E. ; Bertha  M.,  and  Charles.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  April  4,  1909,  and  is 
buried  at  Trevorton. 

Alexaxder  Cooper,  eldest  child  of  James  and 
Isabella  (iMatheason)  Cooper,  was  born  at  Trev- 
orton iMarch  10,  1872,  and  there  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools.  Like  his  forefathers 
he  began  work  in  the  mines,  as  a slate  picker,  and 
continued  to  follow  mining,  of  Jvoth  soft  and  hard 
coal,  until  1904.  In  1905  he  bought  out  the  bak- 
ing business  of  A.  C.  Fisher,  who  is  now  cashier 
of  the  Trevorton  Bank,  and  he  has  continued  this 
business  to  the  present  time,  having  a large  and 
steadily  developing  trade.  In  addition,  he  has 
dealt  in  groceries,  notions  and  general  merchan- 
dise, building  up  a profitable  trade,  which  reflects 
great  credit  upon  his  management  and  enterprise. 
He  is  considered  one  of  the  live  business  men  of 
the  town,  and  has  the  good  will  and  respect  of  his 
many  patrons  and  friends. 

Outside  of  Ids  private  business  concerns,  iMr. 
C-ooper’s  special  activity  has  been  in  the  interest 
of  the  Trevorton  Fire  Company,  which  he  organ- 
ized in  1900,  being  its  cbief  promoter  and  becom- 
ing its  first  presicient  and  first  chief.  It  is  prac- 
tically through  his  eiforts  that  the  town  is  able  to 
boast  of  so  efficient  an  organization,  and  he  is  still 
its  leading  member.  It  is  a valuable  factor  in  the 
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business  life  of  the  town,  am.1  is  tlioroughly  appre- 
ciated by  all  the  progressive  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. Mr.  Cooper  is  a member  of  the  State 
Firemen's  Association.  He  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing the  Trevorton  business  men’s  association  in 
1906,  and  has  seiwed  as  its  president  ever  since. 
He  is  quite  prominent  in  local  fraternal  circles, 
being  a past  officer  of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle  and  the  Y’oodmen  of  the  World.  In  politics 
he  is  a Republican. 

On  Dec.  28,  1901,  Mr,  Cooper  married  Jennie 
C.  Zartman,  daughter  of  S.  S.  Zartman,  of  Sham- 
okin,  this  county.  They  have  one  daughter.  May 
Elizabeth. 

JACOB  R.  DEIBLER,  who  follows  farming  in 
Shamokin  township,  having  a fine  property  at 
Snydertown,  is  a well  known  member  of  a family 
which  has  been  settled  in  that  section  of  Korth- 
umberland  county  for  several  generations.  He 
was  born  in  Shamokin  township  March  6,  1857, 
son  of  Jonathan  Deibler,  and  grandson  of  George 
Deibler,  the  pioneer  settler  here.  ■ 

George  Deibler  w^as  born  in  Dauphin  county, 
■Pa.,  and  came  to  Northumberland  county  about 
1812,  locating  in  Shamokin  toumship,  where  he 
purchased  land  in  1813  and  followed  farming 
the  remainder  of  his. active  dat's.  He  was  one  of 
the  substantial  and  respected  residents  of  his  sec- 
tion, and  Deiblers  Station,  in  Shamokin  to-wnship, 
was  named  for  him.  He  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Bastian,  are  buried  at  the 
Brick  church,  at  Reed’s  station.  ’ They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : Daniel,  Mar3\  Jonathan,  Han- 

nah, George,  Whlliam,  John,  Catharine,  Eliza- 
beth, Harriet  and  Rebecca. 

Jonathan  Deibler,  son  of  George,  was  born  in 
1825  on  the  old  homestead  at  Deiblers  station, 
which  farm  is  now  owned  by  R.  S.  Aucker,  of 
Shamokin.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  and  always 
followed  that  vocation,  becoming  a well  known  and 
highly  respected  citizen  of  his  district.  He  died 
Aug.  27,  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  t'ears,  and 
is  buried  at  Reed’s  church  in  Ralpho  township. 
His  widow,  Elizabeth  (Reed),  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Hannah  (Duttinger)  Reed,  now’  (1911) 
eighty-three  years  old,  makes  her  home  with  her 
son  Jacob  at  Snydertown.  Three  children  w’erc 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jonathan  Deibler,  namely; 
Flora  A.,  who  is  married  to  S.  Ellis  Klase  and 
lives  in  Snydertown;  Jacob  R. ; and  Emma  C.,  who 
is  married  to  Wallace  Hoover  and  lives  at  River- 
side, this  county. 

Jacob  R.  Deibler  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  home  locality.  When  a young 
man  he  taught  for  one  term,  at  the  American 
school  in  Shamokin  township,  l)ut  he  did  not  care 
for  the  profession  and  decided  to  devote  himself  to 
farming,  in  wdiicli  he  has  been  very  successful. 
He  bought  the  old  Jones  homestead,  at  Snyder- 


towji,  having  a tract  of  135  acres  under  excellent 
cultivation.  Mr.  Deibler  has  been  progressive  and 
thrifty,  and  has  showm  such  good  judgment  in  the 
management  of  his  own  affairs  that  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  participate  in  the  administration  of 
public  matters,  having  served  as  towmship  auditor, 
school  director  and  borough  councilman ; he  is  still 
filling  the  latter  office,  which  he  has  hold  for  seven 
years.  He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  work  of 
the  school  Iward  and  council,  having  been  presi- 
dent of  the  former  and  secretary  of  the  latter 
body.  Politically  he  is  a Republican.  In  religion 
he  is  a Lutheran. 

Mr.  Deibler  married  Rachel  A.  Zimmerman, 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Fasold)  Zimmer- 
man, and  they  have  had  four  children : Helen 

E.,  Wallace  H.,  Luther  E.  (who  died  in  infancy) 
and  Warren  E: 

JOHN  CUMMINGS  MOORE  is  the  foremost 
dealer  in  his  line,  confectionery  and  cigars,  in 
Shamokin,  conducting  an  up-to-date  establishment 
on  Independence  street,  in  the,  Pannley  building, 
wdiich  is  one  of  the  most  popularly  patronized 
places  in  the  borough.  His  quick  perception  of  the 
demands  of  the  public,  his  readiness  to  adopt  new 
lines  and  install  new  conveniences  for  the  satis- 
factory service  of  his  patrons,  have  brought  him 
the  best  and  largest  trade  in  Shamokin.  Though 
handicapped  by  a lack  of  early  advantages  he  has 
made  his  w'ay  to  the  front,  and  he  has  made  up  in 
ability  and  enterprise  for  any  such  deficiency". 

Iilr.  Moore  was  born  March  20,  1871,  at  Selins- 
grove,  Snyder  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Henry  and  Annie 
M.  .(Rarieh)  Moore,  the  latter  .a  daughter  of 
Amos  Rarieh,  of  Snyder  coiinty.  His  father  was 
born  at  Selinsgrove  in  1850  and  died  there  in 
1873.  He  was  a saddler  by  trade.  John.  C. 
IMoore  was  a child  w"hen  he  and  his  mother  moved 
to  Shamokin,  and  here  he  attended  public  school 
until  he  commenced  work,  as  a slate  picker  at  the 
mines.  He  was  employed  about  the  collieries  for 
about  fifteen  years  in  all,  and  then  commenced 
railroading  in  the  employ  of  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Company,  with  which  he  continued  for 
a period  of  tw’elve  years.  Having  met  with  an 
accident,  Aug.  17,  1891,  at  Locust  Summit, 
whereby  he  lost  his  left  hand,  he  began  his  pres- 
ent business  on  a humble  scale  the  following  year, 
and  throughout  his  business  career  has  been  lo- 
cated in  the  same  Idock  on  Independence  street, 
his  present  number  being  132,  in  the  Pannley 
block.  He  has  been  there  since  1903.  His  line 
of  business  naturally  inakcs  iMr.  Moore  one  of  the 
best  known  men  in  Shamokin,  but  it  is  his  ex- 
cellent methods  ami  high-class  management  which 
make  him  one  of  the  most  pojnilnr.  He  has  an 
attractive  and  modern  store,  well  equipped,  his 
soda  fountain  being  the  finest  in  Shamokin,  and 
he  is  constantly  making  changes  and  improve- 
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ments  to  facilitate  tlio  work  of  liis  employees  or 
increase  the  conveniences  of  the  establislimeut. 
His  stock  of  confectionery  and  cigars  is  complete 
nnd  attractively,  arranged,  and  everything  about 
the  store  betokens  the  management  of  a man  who 
foresees  the  demand  of  his  patronage  and  is  willing 
to  forestall  it.  It  is  this  faculty  which  has 
i drawn  to  him  the  best  class  of  trade  in  the  city, 

i His  windows  are  always  the  best  dressed  in  town, 

1 and  all  the  appointments  at  ^loore's  are  typical  of 

j the  proprietoi'.  In  addition  to  this  place  he  con- 

! ducts  the  cafe  at  Edgewood  Park,  and  there,  too. 

I has  made  a fine  reputation,  for  the  ext-ellence  of 

; his  meals  and  service.  He  deserves  all  his  success, 

I for  it  is  the  result  of  his  individual  efforts,  and 

he  is  a credit  to  his  community  as  well  as  to  him- 
self. 

Mr.  liloore  is  quite  prominent  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Eepublican  party  in  Shamokin,  served  five 
years  as  jury  commissioner  and  was  committeeman 
of  the  Eighth  ward  for  ten  }'ears.  He  is  a well 
known  member  of  the  Elks  and  Odd  Fellows  fra- 
ternities. 

On  Jan.  12,  1892,  l\Ir.  Moore  married  Mary 
I Walker,  daughter  of  Thomas  Walker,  of  Sham- 

okin, and  they  have  one  daughter,  Dorothy,  who  is 
i now  in  school.  The  family  belong  to  the  l\Ieth- 

; odist  Church. 

■I 

! • ^ WILLIAM  E.  KUTZXEE,  late  a successful 

1 and  enterprising  merchant  of  Shamokin,  Pa.,  was 

i'  born  in  Stinbury,  Xorthumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec. 

I 18,  1835,  and  died  in  Shamokin  May  24,  1885. 

! Edward  A.  Kutzuer,  father  of  William  E.,  was 

[ a well  known  citizen  of  Xorthumberland  county, 

j He  was  three  times  married.  By  his  first  wife, 

[•  Anna  Eobins,  who  died  at  Minersville,  he  had 

three  children,  Eebecca,  William  E.,  and  a son 
i that  died  in  infancy.  His  second  marriage  was  to 

' . i Susan  Lawrence,  of  Schuylkill  county,  and  they 
I liad  two  children,  lilary  and  George.  He  married 

!’  (third)  Margaret  Simiiigton,  who  died  at  Prince- 

i ton,  Mo.,  in  1908,  the  mother  of  Gertrude,  Sim- 

i ington,  Preston  and  Harriet.  Mr.  Kutzner  died 

aged  ninety-one  years,  eight  days. 

" William  E.  Kutzner  was  but  twelve  years  old 
' when  his  parents  went  West,  and  in  diis  Missouri 

i home  he  grew  to  manhood.  His  first  employnrent 

I was  at  clerking.  In  1851  he  returned  to  Xorth- 

■ umberland  couiUy,  and  locating  in  Sliamokin  the 

’ following  year  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 

! little  city.  He  clerked  in  a drug  store,  and  later 

j was  a member  of  a drug  firm.  In  the  spring  of 

[ 1861,  with  John  B.  Douty  as  a partner,  he  entered 

upon  a drug  and  genera!  store  business  which  they 
carried  on  until  ISGl,  when  tlie  partnership  was 
dissolved.  IMr.  Kutzner  then  conducted  on  his 
own  account  a drug  and  hardware  store  until  Au- 
gust, 1883,  when  he  sold  out  to  Peter  E.  Buck 
and  retired.  He  had  amassed  a consideralile  for- 


tune in  his  business,  and  his  investments  had 
proved  his  farsightedness.  At  his  death  he  left  his 
family  in  very  comfortable  circumstances. 

On  June  12,  18G1,  Mr.  Kutzner  was  married  to 
Anna  M.,  adopted  daughter  of  John  B.  Douty,  and 
she  is  still  a resident  of  Shamokin.  The  children 
born  of  this  union  were : William  E.,  who  died 

in  infancy;  John  D.,  who  lives  at  Wilkes-Barre. 

Pa. ; Anna  Laura,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  iM.  Maurer,  of 
Shamokin;  Lavinia  G..  who  died  unmarried; 
Kathrina,  wife  of  Edward  K.  Evert,  of  Shamokin; 
William  Edward,  who  died  in  West  Virginia,  in 
1909,  aged  forty  years,  leaving  a daughter,  H. 

Ethel ; Ilarriet  S.,  who  married  Howard  Bertolette, 
and  lives  in  West  A'irginia ; Edith  C.,  of  Sham- 
okin, Pa. ; Charles  P.,  wlio  Avas  superintendent 
of  three  collieries  at  Lansford,  Pa.,  now  with  the 
Mineral  Eailroad  & Mining  Company,  of  Sham- 
okin, Pa.  Politically  IMr.  Kutzner  Avas  a stanch 
Eepublican,  and  Avhile  he  Avas  never  active  in  poli- 
tics he  Avas  nevertheless  greatly  interested  in  the 
public  Avelfare.  He  Avas  a member  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Xational  Guard,  and  during  the  lalx)r 
riots  of  1877  held  the  rank  of  major.  He  was  a 
Presbyterian  in  religious  faith.  Fraternally  he 
Avas  a iMason.  belonging  to  Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo. 

255,  F.  & A.  M.  As  a man,  both  in  the  business 
world  and  in  private  life,  he  commanded  the  re- 
spect of  all  AAdio  kneAv  him,  and  his  death  was  sin- 
cerely mourned. 

HEXEY  • MILLEE,  a farmer  of  Sliamokin 
toAvnship,  has  OAvned  his  present  farm  for  over 
a quarter  of  a centuiy.  He  has  been  particidarly 
active  in  public  affairs  in  his  connection  Avith  the 
school  board,  of  Avhich  he  has  been  a member  since 
1896,  and  is  also  assessor  of  his  toAvnship,  where  he 
is  a much  respected  citizen. 

Mr.  Miller  Avas  born  Jan.  5,  1842,  son  of  Isaiah 
Miller  and  grandson  of  Isaiah  IMiller,  a\-1io  aa’33  one 
of  three  brothers,  Isaiah.  Daniel  and  Jacob.  Avho 
came  to  Xorthumberland  county  at  an  early  date. 

Daniel,  aa'Iio  settled  in  Shamokin  toAvnship,  was  a / 

shoemaker  by  trade;  he  died  unmarried.  Jacob, 

AA’ho  also  settled  in  Shamokin  toAvnship.  Avhere 
he  died,  married  IMary  SaAdor,  a sister  to  his  broth- 
er Isaiah’s  Avife,  but  left  no  children.  The  family 
is  of  German  origin,  and  the  first  of  its  members 
to  come  to  America  settled  in  Berks  county.  Pa., 
before  the  Eevolution. 

Isaiah  Miller,  grandfather  of  Plenry  Miller, 
came  to  the  site  of  Snuff'toAvn.  near  Paxinos,  in 
Avhat  is  noAV  Shamokin  toAvnship,  in  1800,  making 
tlie  journey  from-  Berks  county  by  team,  and 
bought  forty-eight  acres  of  land,  Avhich  lie  cleared 
and  cultivated.  In  Berks  county  he  liad  learned 
the  trade  of  tailor,  Avhich  he  continued  to  follow 
in  connection  Avith  farming,  and  ho  became  one  of 
the.  l)est  known  residents  of  his  section.  Llpon 
his  farm  ho  built  a stone  house  in  181 1,  and  it  is 
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still  standing  and  in  good  repair,  thongli  the  oldest 
house  in  the  district  at  present.  He  died  upon  hLs 
farm  in  i\[ay,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and 

is  buried  in  Ilalpho  township  at  the  Blue  church, 
in  whose  ^^•elfare  he  was  deeply  interestetl.  He 
was  a memher  and  official  of  the  Reformed  con- 
gregation tliere,  and  helped  to  build  the  church. 
In  polities  he  was  a Democrat.  His  wife,  Susanna 
(Saylor),  born  in  IT'S?,  died  in  April,  1878,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninctv-one  years.  They  had  cliil- 
dren  as  follows:  Daniel,  who  died  young:  Isaiah; 
Susan,  Dlrs.  Samuel  Schroek;  Jacob,  who  died  in 
Ralpho  township : Mary,  Mrs.  Jolm  Rothermel ; 
Peter,  who  died  in  Shamokin,  Pa.;  and  Godfrey, 
who  died  at  the  old  homestead. 

Isaiah  Miller,  son  of  Isaiah,  was  born  in  the 
stone  house  upon  his  fathers  farm  in  1817,  and 
died  June  12,  18-5.3,  at  the  comparatively  early  age 
of  thirty-six.  He  is  buried  at  the  Blue  church. 
Mr.  Miller  learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  which 
he  followed  in  Shamokin  township,  and  for  a year 
before  his  death  carried  the  mail  from  Shamokin 
to  iMount  Carmel,  a distance  of  eight  miles,  Avhich 
he  walked ; for  this  service  he  received  eight  dol- 
lars a month.  He  married  Sarah  Himmel,  daugh- 
ter of  Abraham  and  Barbara  (Hoffman)  Himmel, 
and  to  them  were  borii  these  children : Daniel, 

who  died  in  infancy;  Elizabeth,  who  died  ia  in- 
fancy; Mary  J.,  uho  married  Charles  Brown;  Su- 
sanna, wife  of  George  Dentzer ; Henry  ; John  J., 
living  at  Mount  Carmel ; Maria,  who  married  Ja- 
cob Farnsworth;  and  Charles  W.,  who  died  in 
Brooklyn. 

Henry  Miller  attended  the  township  schools.  He 
lived  witli  his  grandfather  until  twenty-two  years 
old,  meantime  working  for  his  clothes  ami  board, 
and  then  'went  to  Shamokin,  where  for  two  years 
he  was  employed  around  the  old  Lambert  colliery. 
For  the  next  seven  years  he  was  engaged  in  re- 
pair work  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  and  he 
has  since  been  engaged  in  farming.  In  1883  he 
bought  the  old  homestead,  which  he  has  since  cul- 
tivated. He  now  has  seventy-nine  acres  of  land, 
and  makes  a specialty  of  trucking,  attending  the 
Shamokin  markets.  His  success  has  been  the  re- 
ward of  well  directed  industry  and  tlie  exercise  of 
good  judgment  in  his  work,  and  he  is  regarded  by 
his  neighbors  as  a man  of  excellent  himiness  ability. 
His  barn  was  built  in  1868,  and  is  in  first-class 
condition,  in  keeping  with  everything  else  aDrut 
his  property. 

Mr.  5liller  has  held  various  local  offices,  having 
served  as  road  supervisor  and  assessor,  which  lat- 
ter position  he  still  holds.  In  1806  he  was  elected 
to  the  school  board,  and  has  done  good  work  for 
the  community  in  his  capacity  as  a member  of  that 
body,  which  he  h.as  served  as  secretary,  treasurer 
and  president,  at  present  filling  his  second  term  as 
president,  'riie  cause  of  education  and  proper 
public  school  facilities  have  always  Ihh-u  pet  ob- 


jects of  his  att(‘ntion  and  have  bc^n  measurably 
benefited  by  his  devotion.  He  is  an  active  mem- 
l)er  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  made  many 
friends  in  all  the  associations  of  life. 

Dir.  Miller  married  Sarah  A.  Price,  daughter 
of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Weeks)  Price,  and  they 
have  five  children:  Ezra,  member  of  the  firm 

of  Dliniin  ()t  Miller  (his  partner  being  J.  W. 
Dliftlin),  manufacturers  of  brick  at  Paxinos,  where 
he  resides,  married  Malissa  Siegel : Charles  G. 
lives  at  Paxinos;  Jackson  makes  his  home  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind. ; George  L.  lives  in  Ralpho  toumship, 
Xorthumberland  county;  Xora  married  W.  E. 
Snyder  and  lives  in  Shamokin  township. 

DAXIEL  X.  BERKHEISER,  who  is  engaged 
in  business  at  Trevorton  as  hotel  owner  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Pleasant  \'iew  Poultry  Yards,  was 
born  at  that  place  Oct.  16,  1860,  son  of  Isaac  Berk- 
heiser.  As  Isaac  Berkheiser  died  when  his  children 
were  young,  Daniel  being  a boy  of  ten  at  the  time, 
little  is  known  of  the  early  history  of  the  famih'. 
except  that  it  is  of  German  origin. 

Isaac  Berkheiser  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
at  Trevorton,  and  was  a miner  by  occupation.  He 
met  his  death  when  fifty  years  old  in  1870,  during 
the  time  of  the  W.  B.  A.,  at  the  hands  of  the  Mol- 
lie  Maguires,  being  shot  while  sitting  up  at  night 
with  a sick  friend.  The  first  shot  fired  struck  the 
window  sill,  but  the  second  hit  Dir.  Berkheiser  in 
the  head  and  killed  him.  He  is  buried  at  Augusta- 
ville.  Dir.  Berkheiser  was  a soldier  during  the 
Civil  war.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Haupt),  daugh- 
N ter  .of  George  Haupt,  of  Irish  D’alley,  X’orthum- 
l)erland  county,  survi\ed  him  many  years,  dying 
in  1900  at  Trevorton,  where  she  is  buried,  in  Green- 
wood cemetery.  They  had  children  as  follows : 
Josephine,  who  u’as  drowned  in  a spring  when  a 
child;  George,  who  lives  at  Freeburg,  Snyder  Co.. 
Pa. ; Elizahctli,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Al- 
bert Brosious;  Daniel  X.;  Alice,  wife  of  Frank  K. 
Getche ; and  William,  of  Pittsburg.  Pa.,  who  is 
yard  foreman  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Railroad  Company. 

Daniel.  X.  Berkheiser  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools.  When  a boy  he  began  picking 
slate  at  the  Xorth  Franklin  colliery,  and  suhse- 
(liiently,  in  turn,  was  eni})loyed  at  door  tenduig  and 
driving,  loading  cars  and  mining,  remaining  at  the 
.same  c(dlicry  for  a period  of  al)Out  twenty  years, 
from  the  age  of  ten  until  he  was  thirty.  Since 
then  he  has  been  in  business  on  bis  own  account. 
For  about  fifteen  years  after  giving  up  mining  he 
had  a store,  dealing  in  groceries,  fish,  oysters,  etc., 
and  enjoyed  a profitable  trade.  For  five  years  he 
conducted  the  “Central  Hotel’’  at  Trevorton.  sell- 
ing it  in  June,  1907.  In  1908  he  ])ur  up  a fine. 
sul)stantial,  four-story  building  at  Trevorton  for 
hotel  purposes,  containing  twenty-one  moms  with 
modern  improvements  and  conveniences.  Dir. 
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Berkhcisev  is  also  interested  in  the  poultry  busi- 
ness as  proprietor  ,of  the  Pleasant  View  Poultry 
Yards,  lu'eeding  the  single  comb  Phode  Island 
reds,  and  has  met  with  considerable  success  in 
this  line,  as  he  has  in  his  various  ventures.  He  is 
a stock'holder  in  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Trev- 
orton,  and  by  his  industry  and  excellent  manage- 
ment has  become  one  of  the  substantial  residents 
of  tliat  place,  cvhere  he  is  highly  respected  for  his 
integrity  and  honoral)le  life.  Politically  he  is  a 
Eepuljlican.  and  in  1908  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  boai'd  of  school  directors  of  Zerbe  township. 
In  religion  he  is  a iMethodist,  in  fraternal  connec- 
tion a meml)or  of  the  1.  0.  0.  F. 

On  May  26,  1887,  ilr.  Berkheiser  married  Anna 
M.  Edwards,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Pengally)  Edwards,  the  former  of  whom  came 
from  England  May  26,  1881.  Mrs.  Berkheiser  was 
born  in  England,  and  was  twelve  years  old  when 
she  accomiranied  her  parents  to  America.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Berkheiser  reside  next  door  to  his  hotel  prop- 
erty above  mentioned.  They  have  no  children. 
Her  parents  had  a family  of.  six : Pichard  H. 

(of  Trevorton),  John.  Margaret,  William,  Jesse 
and  Mary  A. 

HAPVEA'  SHIXDEL  POBIXS,  now  living  re- 
tired at  l\[ount  Carmel  after  a long  life  of  busi- 
ness activity,  was  for  many  years  identified  with 
the  coal  industry,  in  IVest  Virginia,  the  leading 
characteristic  industry  of  that  section.  But  the 
members  of  the  family  generally  have  been  special- 
ly noted  for  their  honorable  connection  with  the 
medical  profession.  Mr.  Pobins's  father  was  the 
first  physician  to  settle  permanently  at  Elysburg, 
this  county,  and  three  of  his  brothers  adopted  the 
profession. 

Aaron  Pobins,  grandfather  of  Harvey  S.  Pobins, 
was  a bricklayer  and  followed  his  trade  at  Sun- 
buryy  where  he  lived  and  died.  He  is  buried  there. 
He  married  Pebecca  Pichardson.  and  to. them  were 
born  five  children,  namely:  William,  Joseph  Crav- 
en, David  (who  died  near  Union  Corners,  this 
county,  and  whose  son  died  at  Burlington.  Iowa). 
John  K.  and  Anna  (who  married  Ed.  Kutzner  and 
lived  at  iMilton,  this  county).  Three  of  these  sons 
became  physicians,  William,  Joseph  Craven  and 
John  I\. 

Dr.  William  Pobins,  born  at  Sunbui-y  in  1801, 
received  his  academic  education  at  Xorthumber- 
land  under  Pol)crt  Cooper  Grier,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  l>egan  the  study  of  medicine  with 
Dr.  John  Kennedy.  He  furthered  his  medical 
studies  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  began 
practice  at  Sunlmry  shortly  after  attaining  jtis  ma- 
jority, and  remained  there  for  eighteen  years, 
building  up  an  excellent  patronage.  Thereafter, 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  December,  1863, 
he  was  settled  at  Minersville,  Schuylkill  county. 
He  married  three  times,  and  had  seven  chiMren. 


Dr.  John  Iv.  Pobins  was  the  first  resident  }ihysi- 
cian  of  Shamokin  after  that  place  assumed  the 
jiroportions  of  a village.  He  was  born  at  Sunbury 
April  II,  1820,  and  began  the  study  of  medicine 
at  the  age  of  twenty,  graduating  from  Jefferson 
i\Iedical  College,  Philadelphia,  in  1812.  In  April 
of  that  year  he  began  practice  at  Shamokin,  where 
he  was  located  for  nearly  four  years,  thence  re- 
moving to  Catawissa,  Columbia  county,  in  Janu- 
arv,  1846.  He  made  a permanent  home  there  and 
established  a lucrative  practice,  following  his  pro- 
fession there  until  his  death.  He  had  two  sons 
and  three  daughters,  William,  Joseph,  Mary,  Ada 
and  another  daughter. 

Dr.  Joseph  Craven  Pobins,  son  of  Aaron,  u'as 
bfum  at  Sunbury  June  1,  1806,  and  there  attended 
the  common  schools,  later  going  to  the  academy 
at  X'orthumberland,  which  was  then  conducted  by 
Poljert  C.  Grier.  He  first  read  medicine  with  his 
brother  IVilliam  at  Sunbury,  completing  his  pro- 
fessional preparation  at  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  in  1828  began  practice  at  Sunbury. 
The  following  year  he  removed  to  Elysburg,  at 
whicli  point  he  was  the  first  physician  to  locate 
pennauently,  and  he  was  in  acti\e  practice  there 
for  forty-two  years,  his  field  covering  all  the  east- 
ern part  of  Xorthumberland  county  and  the  ad- 
joining portions  of  Montoui’,  Columbia  and 
Schuylkill  counties.  He  was  of  tlie  old  “saddle- 
i)ag''  doctors,  anti  in  spite  of  the  hardships  of  a 
physician’s  life  in  his  day  survived  all  his  fellow 
practitioners  who  were  in  practice  at  the  time  his 
career  began,  living  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven  years.  He  retired  from  active  professional 
labors  about  1870,  and  in  1877  removed  to  Sha- 
inokin,  where  he  lived  until  his  wife's  decease, 
in  1881.  After  that  he  lived  a.mong  his  children, 
a7id  his  death  occurred  in  Harrisburg  in  1893,  at 
the  home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Swallow.  He  was 
buried  in  the  family  plot  at  St.  Jacob’s  church, 
at  Peed’s  station,  Xorthumberland  county.  Dr. 
Pobins  was  one  of  the  most  widely  known  men  in 
the  county  in  his  day,  and  his  reputation  extended 
far  Ijeyond  the  limits  of  his  own  community.  He 
M'as  one  of  the  charter  members  of  Elysburg  Lodge, 
Xo.  414,  F.  A A.  M. 

Dr.  Pobins  married  Leah  Shindel,  daughter  of 
Peter  Shindel,  and  to  their  union  were  born  seven 
cliildrcn,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely: 
Galen  S.,  Edwin  S..  Harvey  S..  Annie  iM.  (wbo 
died  shortly  after  her  marriage  to  S.  A.  Bergres- 
ser).  Lorenzo  I).,  Pebecca  (wife  of  Pev.  Silas  C. 
Swallow,  a ]u'ominent  iMetlualist  minister  at  Har- 
risburg, I’a.)  and  .Joseph  ( who  died  young) . Three 
of  the  sons  became  physicians,  and  we  give  a brief 
rc(ord  of  their  lives. 

Galen  S.  Pobins  was  born  Get.  4,  1830,  began 
to  read  medicine  with  his  father,  and  completed 
the  course  at  the  Pennsylvania  College  of  Medi- 
cine. from  which  institution  ho  was  graduated. 
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After  a yeaiT  practice  at  Elysburg  he  located  at 
Shamokin,  in  1852,  and  was  there  in  active  and 
successful  practice  until  his  early  death,  Oct.  9, 
1856.  He  was  fon  a time  associated  in  practice 
there  with  Dr.  .1.  J.  John,  and  afterward  with 
his  brother,  Dr.  Edwin  S.  Eobins,  who  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  the  oldest  physician  at 
Shamokin. 

Edwin  S.  Rohins,  M.  D.,  was  born  June  3,  1832, 
in  Elysburg,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving 
. his  early  education  in  the  common  schools.  Later 
he  attended  Dickinson  Seminary,  at  Williamsport,' 
Pa.,  returning  to  his  native  place  in  1851,  when 
he  began  reading  medicine  with  his  father.  In 
1852-53  he  attended  lectures  at  the  University  of 
Maryland,  Paltimorc.  and  in  1853-54  attended  i 
lectures  at  Jetferson  IMedical  College,  Philadelphia, 
from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  March 
10,  1854.  He  commenced  practice  at  Elysburg 
with  his  father,  in  October,  185-5,  settling  at  Sha- 
niokin,  where  he  was  in  partnership  with  his 
brother.  Dr.  Galen  S.  Robins,  until  the  latter's 
death  in  1856.  Dr.  Rohins  built  .up  a large  prac- 
tice, and  held  a creditable  place  among  the  pro- 
■gressive  members  of  l^i^  profession,  being  one  of 
the  most  successful  physicians  of  his  countv  and 
one  of  the  best  known  medical  men  in 
his  section  of  the  State.  He  made  a par- 
ticularly fine  reputation  as  a surgeon,  per- 
forming successfully  some  of  the  most  cliffi- 
cult  amputations,  and  Ids  services  in  this 
branch  of  practice  were  in  wide  demand.  He 
served  as  surgeon  of  the  7th  Regiment,  Xational 
Guard  of  Pennsylvania,  for  several  years  during 
Governor  Hartranft's  administration.  ' Few  men  in 
any  line  of  work  enjoy  a longer  career  of  unbroken 
activity  than  did  Dr.  Robins,  who  continued  his 
practice  to  an  advanced  age.  He  died  in  1907. 
On  Oct.  10.  1853,  he  married  Matilda  Gulick, 
daughter  of  William  Gulick,  of  Elysburg,  and  they 
had  eight  children,  five  of  whom  reached  maturity, 
namely;  Frank  A.,  Lizzie  (wife  of  F.  A.  Thomas), 
Ella  (wife  of  William  Brice),  Edwin  S.  and  Jos- 
ephine. The  family  belong  to  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  Doctor  was  a Democrat  in  politics 
and  a Mason  in  fraternal  affiliation. 

Lorenzo  D.  Robins,  M.  D.,  began  practice  with 
his  father  at  Elysburg.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  as  a surgeon  in  the  Union  army,  and 
at  the  close  of  that  struggle  returned  to  Elysburg, 
where  he  continued  in  practice  until  his  death, 
in  1875. , 

Harvey  Shindel  Rohins,  third  son  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Craven  Robins,  was  liorn  July  5,  1836,  at  Elys- 
burg,  and  obtained  his  schooling  in  that  locality. 
For  a time  after  he  began  to  make  his  own  way 
he  was  employed  at  fai’m  work,  was  later  engaged 
as  clerk  by  Jonas  Stine,  when  only  a hoy  of  four- 
teen. and  then  began  farming,  in  1859.  Later  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  on  his  own  account.  He 


came  to  IMount  Carmel  IMarch  26,  1885,  and  in- 
vesting in  considerable  land  became  extensively  en- 
gaged in  real  estate  dealing,  in  that  connection 
building  a number  of  houses.  Ho  made  a success 
of  this  line,  as  he  did  also  in  the  coal  business. 
With  his  son  Joseph  he  became  interested  in  the 
soft  coal  business  in  West  Virginia,  and  he  named 
the  field  of  their  operations  in  Fayette  county, 
that  State,  Alaska.  He  was  also  associated  with 
the  Lawtons  and  Brown  in  the  Greenwood  Coal 
& Coke  Company,  of  Lawton,  W.  Va.,  and  met 
with  considerable  success  before  he  sold  his  inter- 
ests iir  this  concern.  Though  he  has  now  retired 
from  active  business  pursuits  Mr.  Robins  still  re- 
tains his  place  on  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Union  Xational  Bank  of  Mount  Carmel,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  original  direct- 
ors. He  has  done  much  traveling  in  his  day,  and 
in  1900  made  a trip  to  California.  He  has  long 
ranked  among  the  most  intelligent  and  progressive 
citizens  of  his  portion  of  X^orthumberland  county, 
il  worthy  representative  of  a name  which  has  for 
almost  a century  been  held  in  the  highest  esteem 
here. 

In  April,  1859,  Mr.  Robins  married  Elizabeth 
Hefiey,  daughter  of  Charles  Hefley,  at  one  time 
a merchant  of  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  county.  Mrs. 
Robins  died  Dec.  10,  1901,  the  mother*  of  three 
children:  (1)  .Joseph  graduated  from  Jefferson 
Medictil  College,  Philadelphia,  and  is  nou'  located 
in  practice  at  Charleston,  W.  Va.,  where  he  is  a 
prominent  citizen,  being  president  of  the  Xational 
City  Bank  of  that  place.  .He  married  Anna  Knapp 
and  they  have  three  children,  Margaret,  Joseph 
E.  and  Hugh  B.  (2)  ilargaret,  who  died  in  Sep- 
tember, 1908,  was  the  wife  of  II.  B.  Young,  of 
Mitfiinburg,  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  and  the  mother  of 
two  children,  William  R.  and  Harvey.  (3) 
Charles  H..  who  lives  at  Mount  Carmel,  is  in  the 
real  estate  husiness.  He  married  Cynthia  Hughes, 
of  West  Virginia,  and  they  have  had  four  children, 
Elizabeth,  Margaret,  Harvey  and  Charles. 

Socially  Mr.  Rohins  holds  mendiership  in  the 
Elks  and  in  Elysluirg  Lodge,  Xo.  414,  F.  A A.  M.. 
having  been  made  a Mason  in  1870.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  political  sentiment  and  a Presbyter- 
ian in  religious  connection. 

CLAYTOX  S.  SCOTT,  managing  editor  of  the 
Shamokin  Dif^patch , was  born  Dec.  1,  1858,  in 
Wilson.  Xiagara  Co.,  X.  Y.,’  almost  within  the 
sound  of  the  roar  of  .Niagara’s  world-famous  cat- 
aract. Rev.  Milo  Scott,  his  father,  at  that  time 
one  of  the  prominent  Methodist  clergymen  id’ 
Avestern  Xew  York,  came  from  Pennsylvania 
stock,  being  a son  of  Cc[)has  and  Polly  (Winslow) 
Scott,  of  Siiiethport,  .McKean  Co.,  Pa.  His  moth- 
er, Ann  Eliza  Barrett,  rvas  a nati\e  of  Xew  York- 
State  liiit  came  from  the  staneii  old  Xew  England 
Harrett  family,  which  -I'ttled  i)i  \'ermont.  and  who 
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wcMX'  in  direct  line  of  descent  from  the  Barretts 
of  England.  Rev.  Ylilo  Scott  died  in  IStii.  when 
his  son  was  but  five  years  of  age,  and  his  mother 
a few  years  later  located  at  Brockjant.  X.  Y’., 
where  is  located  one  of  Xew  YYn'k  State’s  most 
prominent  normal  schools,  from  which  ^Ir.  Scott 
was  graduated  in  18Ti),  after  which  for  several 
years  he  engaged  in  public  school  work  in  his 
native  State,  tilling  high  school  principalships  at 
Byron,  C'hurchville  and  Cohocton.  While  located 
at  Cohocton  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Etta 
M.  Haynes,  of  Binghamton,  X.  Y.,  who  was  also 
a graduate  of  the  State  normal  school  at  Brock- 
port  and  was  the  ])receptress  of  the  Cohocton  high 
school,  of  Avhich  Ylr.  Scott  at  the  .same  time  was 
principal.  Their  marriage  occurred  June  24,  1884, 
at  Binghamton. 

The  following  year  IMr.  Scott  embarked  in  news- 
paper work,  locating  at  Owego,  X.  Y’.,  the  county 
seat  of  Tioga  county,  where  he  purchastxl  the 
"Tioga  Counfij  Rrcord,  a well  established  weekly 
paper.  A year  later  he  sold  a half  interest  in  the 
business  and  a da.ily  edition,  called  the  Owego 
Dailtj  Record,  was  started,  which  from  the  first 
was  a marked  success  and  so  continued  for  twenty 
years  under  the  same  firm  of  publishers,  Scott  & 
Watros,  until  their  sale  of  the  business  on  Oct. 
1,  1006.  Mr.  Scott  remained  with  the  new  owner 
as  nranaging  editor  of  the  paper  until  May  1,  1001, 
when  he  resigned,  and  after  a few  months’  rest 
came  to  Shamokin  and  began  his  duties  as  man- 
aging editor  of  the  Shamokin  Dispatch,  the  oldest 
daily  newspaper  in  the  borough.  It  is  issued  daily 
except  Sundays.  In  1010  Mr.  Scott  became  one 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  Leader  Publishing  Com-’ 
pany,  which  corporation  publishes  the  Dispatch, 
and  at  the  company’s  annual  meeting  that  year 
he  was  elected  its  secretary. 

While  a resident  of  Xew  Y'ork  State  Ylr.  Scott 
was  one  of  its  most  prominent  members  of  the 
Ylasonie  fraternity,  filling  the  Ylaster’s  chair  five 
years.  For  nearly  twenty  years  he  was  almost  con- 
tinuously a member  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  that 
State,  serving  on  the  staff  of  eight  of  its  Grand 
Masters,  filling  the  offices  of  District  Deputy  Mas- 
ter, Grand  Standard  Bearer,  and  other  important 
positions.  He  is  also  a Royal  Arch  IMason,  with 
the  rank  of  Past  High  Priest,  and  a member  of 
Malta  Commandery,  Xo.  21,  Knights  Tem])lar,  of 
Binghamton,  Xew  Y'ork. 

ROBERT  YIUIR,  of  Mount  Carmel,  is  a leading 
business  man  of  that  place  and  also  has  important 
interests  elsewhere.  His  connection  with  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  borough  has  extended  over 
a long  period,  and  he  has  been  prominent  in  the 
establishment  of  a number  of  local  institutions 
wdiich  have  not  only  afforded  opportunities  for 
the  profitable  investment  of  local  capital,  but  have 
proved  highly  beneficial  to  the  general  welfare. 


He  was  Iwrn  in  18.‘)()  in  Schuylkill  county.  I’a.. 
and  is  of  Scottish  descent,  his  grandfather,  Dacid 
Muir,  having  lived  and  died  in  Scotland.  He  had 
three  sons  who  came  to  America,  William,  Ylicliael 
and  David. 

Ylichael  Yluir,  father  of  Robert  Yluir,  was  born 
in  Scotland,  and  came  to  America  in  1851  with 
his  wife  and  family,  which  then  consisted  of  three 
children.  Locating  at  Branchdale.  in  Schuylkill 
county.  Pa.,  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  engineer. 
Before  the  Civil  war,  however,  he  moved  to  Mount 
Carmel,  where  he  was  among  the  early  residents, 
and  there  he  followed  mining  as  well  as  engineer- 
ing. He  also  lived  in  the  borough  of  Shamokin 
for  a number  of  years.  Flis  death  occurred  in 
March,  1885,  at  Ylount  Carmel,  and  he  is  buried 
in  the  Shamokin  cemeteiw.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  as  a private  in  Companv  E,  48th  Regi- 
ment, Pennsylvania  Y'olunteers.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  church..  Michael  Yluir 
married  Elizabeth  Yluir,  daughter  of  Robert  Yluir, 
also  of  Scotland,  and  they  had  a large  family, 
namely:  (1)  Elizabeth  married  Thomas  YVar- 

drop,  and  their  children  are  Thomas,  Ylary  E., 
David,  John,  Robert,  Elizabeth,  Walter,  Andrew, 
Agnes,  Isabella  and  Jean.  /(  2)  Ylary  died  young. 
(3)  David  married  Annie  Fulton,  daughter  of 
David  Fulton,  and  they  reside  in  Shamokin.  Their 
children  are  David,  Gilbert,  Robert,  John,  Anna, 
Donald,  Elizabeth,  Ylarion,  Laura  and  Ylary.  (4) 
Ylargaret  died  young.  (5)  Roberf  is  mentioned 
later.  (6)  William  died  at  Scranton.  Pa.  (7) 
Andrew  is  living  iit  Colorado.  (8)  John,  of 
Shamokin,  married  Jennie  Anderson  and  their 
children  are  Helen,  Andrew,  John  and  Jean.  (9) 
Jean  married  Harry  Ylinnier  and  their  children 
are  Allen,  Russell  and  Grace.  (10)  Dal.  died 
w'hen  two  years  old. 

Robert  Yluir  attended  school  at  Ylount  Carmeh 
In  early  boyhood  he  began  picking  slate  at  the 
breaker,  and  was  employed  about  the  mines  for 
.several  years.  In  the  spring  of  18T7  he  went  West, 
prospecting  for  a time  in  the  Black  Hills  and  in 
Colorado,  and  then  proceeding  to  Califoniia.  lie 
remained  in  the  YVest  about  seven  years,  and  upon,' 
his  return  to  Ylount  Carmel  engaged  in  mining 
at  the  Green  Ridge  colliery,  near  the  borough.  He 
continued  mining  until  1891,  since  which  year 
he  has  given  much  of  his  time  to  the  real  estate 
business,  in  which  line  he  has  interests  at  Ylount 
Carmel,  in  Hazleton,  Luzerne  Co..  Pa.,  and  at 
Brooklyn,  X.  Y'.  The  greater  part  of  his  attention 
is  given  to  a large  tract  of  land  which  he  owns  at 
Hazleton,  known  as  Hazleton  Heights,  the  develop- 
ment of  which  proi)erty  is  in  a most  promising 
condition.  Various  local  enterprises  have  had  his 
iniluence  and  support.  He  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Ylount  Carmel  Iron  Works,  of  which 
he  is  now  president;  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Ylount  (’armel  Gas  Works,  of  wbich  he  is 
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now  vice-president;  and  is  a director  of  tlie  Guar- 
antee Trust  & Safe  Deposit  Company,  of  Mount 
Carmel,  of  which  he  was  the  first  secretary.  Mr. 
Muir  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  the  admin- 
istration of  borough  affairs,  for  thirteen  years 
served  as  tax  collector  of  iMount  Carmel  and  is  now 
borough  treasurer.  His  fellow  citizens  have  the 
fullest  confidence  in  his  judgment  and  integritv', 
and  his  services  have  in  every  way  justified  their 
high  opinion  of  him. 

On  April  25,  1883,  Mr.  Muir  married  Mary  S. 
Jeffrey,  daughter  of  Andrew  Jeffrey,  who  came 
from  Scotland.  Mrs.  Muir  was  born  in  California. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Muir,  namely : Helen ; Elizabeth,  who  died  at 

the  age  of  seven  years;  Anna;  Eoy,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; and  Robert,  Jr.  Mr.  Muir  and  his  family 
unite  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a Re- 
• publican  on  political  questions. 

SIMOX  P.  SAVIDGE,  of  Siyibury,  at  present 
serving  the  borough  as  tax  collector,  is  one  of  the 
respected  residents  of  his  community,  a faithful 
official  and  a useful  citizen.  He  was  born  Xov. 
22,  1847,  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  this  count}', 
son  of  Henry  Savidge,  and  is  a great-grandson  of 
George  Savidge,  the  founder  of  the  family_  in 
Xorthumberland  county.  * 

George  Savidge  probably  came  from.Xew  Jer- 
sey', and  settled  in  this  county  in  pioneer  times, 
yving  in  what  was  then  Lower  Augusta  (now 
Rockefeller)  township,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Plum 
Creek  Cliurch.  He  was  a farmer  and  stonemason, 
and  built  the  present  stone  church  at  Augusta- 
ville,  receiving  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
for  his  work.  Tlie  excellent  condition  in  which 
the  w'alls  of  this  church  are  still  found  is  the  best 
testimony  as  to  the  honesty  and  thoroughness  of 
his  work  and  mechanical  skill.  He  was  a Lutheran, 
and  is  probably  buried  at  that  church.  He  had 
the  'following  children  ; George,  grandfather  of  Si- 
mon P.  Savidge ; Zifin,  who  was  drowned  Avhile 
building  the  Sunbury  dam  in  the  Susquehanna 
river;  Yalentine.'an  able  penman  and  school  teach- 
er, who  moved  into  Lancaster  or  one  of  the  other- 
lower  counties  of  Pennsylvania;  Joseph,  who- be- 
came a farmer  in  Upper  Airgusta  township ; Sam- 
uel, a farmer,  who  lived  in  Upper  Augusta  town- 
ship; Lydia,  Mrs.  ^IcGee  (she  and  her  husband 
were  Catholics  and  lived  on  the  priest’s  farm  in 
Chillisquaque  township)  ; and  John,  lived  in  Low- 
er Augusta  township  and  was  a farmer  (he  died 
upon  his  farm  and  was  buried  at  Eden  Church). 

' George  Savidge.  son  of  George,  was  born  in 
Lower  Augusta  township,  was  a blacksmith  by 
trade,  and  a prospei'ous  farmer,  owning  a farm  of 
almost  thi-ee  hundred  acres,  located  near  the  (Plum 
Creek  Church.  He  was  a leading  man  in  his  dis- 
trict, and  managed  his  lnisine.ss  affairs  so’  well 
that  in  his  time  he  ranked  third  among  the  most 
to 


substantial  ciiizt'ns  of  Rockefeller  township).  He 
died  in  <)etol)ei',  18G7,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years, 
five  months,  sixteen  days,  and  is  buried  in  Plum 
Creek  at  the  Eden  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
foremost  member,  serving  as  elder  for  many  years. 
He  married  Catharine  Raker,  who  died  Dec.  20, 
1870,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  eleven  mouths,  seven 
days,  and  to  them  were  born  children  as  follows; 
Henry;  William,  who  died  aged  eighteen  years; 
Dr.  Aaron,  who  lived  in  Chester  county,  Pa. ; 
Hiram,  born  Xov.  27,  183'?,  who  was  a farmer 
of  Rockefeller  township  and  died  Aug.  30,  11)00 
(his  Avife,  IMary  A.,  born  July  30,  1842,  died 
•lune  30,  1875;  four  of  their  children  Avere  Irene, 
1864-1887:  Johnson;  Minnie,  1868-1890;  and  Ol- 
iver, 1871-1895)  ; Lafayette,  a farmer  of  Rockefel- 
ler toAvnship,  Avho  lived  retired  some  years  and  died 
April  23,  1900,  aged  sixty-five  years,  two  months, 
ten  days  (his  Avife,  ]\rargaret,  died  Dec.  16,  1888, 
aged  fifty  years,  nine  months,  three  days;  they 
have  a large  monument  in  the  Eden  Church  ceme- 
tery) ; Barbara,  Mrs.  Samuel  L.  Keefer,  Avho  died 
early  in  tlie  sixties  ; and  Mary,  Mrs.  Reuben  Sholl. 

Henry  Savidge,  son  of  George  and  father  of  Si- 
mon P.  Savidge,  Avas  born  Dec.  14,  1822,  on  the 
homestead  farm,  and  died  Oct.  21.  1878.  He  was 
a potter  by  trade,  and  carried  on  a pottery  for 
many  years,  turning  out  all  kinds  of  earthenAvare, 
colored  as  well  as  AA’hite,  and  earthen  ornaments 
of  various  kinds.  He  OAvned  a farm  Avhich  he 
cultivated,  and  Avas  an  energetic  and  successful 
man,  prosperous  in  his  business  and  useful  in  all 
the  associations  of  life.  A prominent  member  of 
the  Democratic  party,  he  and  Judge  Abraham 
Shipman  Avere  the  leading  political  factors  of  that 
faith  in  this  district  in  their  day,  deciding  its 
])olicies  for  many  years  and  Avielding  a Avide  infiu- 
ence  in  this  region.  Mr.  Savidge  Avas  also  promi- 
nent in  church  Avork  as  a memlier  of  the  Eden 
Church  at  Plum  Creek,  Avhere  he  filled  all  the 
offices,  serving  many  years  in  the  church  council. 
He  is  buried  at  that  church.  His  wife,  Gertrude 
(Heilman),  born  Xoa'.  28,  1823.  died  Jan.  26, 
1901,  Avas  a daughter  of  Daniel  Heilman,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  namelv; 
Maria  married  .\ndrcAv  Burns  and  (second)  Dr. 
David  Shipe;  Catharine  married  William  Clark; 
Simon  P.  is  mentioned  behAw;  George  W.  died  in 
Rush  township;  Isaac  lived  on  the  original  Sav- 
idge homestead ; Elizabeth  married  Ira  Reed  and 
they  li\'ed  out  West  (she  died  1883)  ; IMorris  A. 
is  of  iMount  Carmel;  Daniel  II.  lives  at  Shamokin. 
Pa.;  Russia  married  Ilari-y  Harbold.  of  Mount 
Carmel;  ’Wilson  A.  is  a resident  of  Dornsife. 
X'orthumherland  county. 

Simon  P.  Savidge  I'cceived  a common  scliool 
education  and  Avas  reared  to  farming,  wliiili  he  fol- 
lowed until  he  Avent  to  learn  the  trade  of  stone- 
mason, at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Ho  also 
learned  stone-cutting,  and  Avith  the  exception  of 
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twelve  years  during  m)uc!i  he  was  eiui)loved  as 
clerk  in  a store  at  Sunbury  he  has  followed  his 
trade,  in  which  he  has  made  a high  reputation  as 
a skillful  and  reliable  workman.  In  August,  1906, 
Mr.  Savidge  Avas  appointed  tax  collector  of  Sun- 
bury by  the  court,  served  three  years  under  that 
appointment,  and  was  then  elected  to  the  office, 
the  present  (1010)  being  the  second  year  of  his 
term..  He  had  had  considerable  previous  experi- 
ence in  this  line,  having  held  that  office  in  Rush' 
township  for  two  A'ears,  and  served  as  tax  collec-tor 
in  East  Sunbury' during  ISOd-Ol-Oo-OG.  He  is  a 
meml)er  of  Augustaville  Lodge,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and 
in  religious  connection  belong's  to  Zion’s  Lutheran 
Church,  with  Avhich  his  family  are  also  identified. 

Mr.  Savidge  married  Jane  Isabella  Evert,  daugh- 
ter of  John  C.  and  Sarah  (Weiser)  Evert,  farm- 
ing people.  Avho  lived  near  the  Plum  Creek  Church. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savidge  have  had  two  children:  (1) 
Eugene  M.  served  eight  and  a half  years  as  clerk 
in  the  register's  and  recorders  office  at  the  court- 
house, Sunbur}-,  and  is  noAv  money  order  clerk  in 
the  Sunbury  post  office.  He  is  a member  of  Mae- 
lay  Lodge,  Xo.  632,  F.  & A.  M.,  the  Conclave, 
and  the  Teinple  Clid).  He  married  Mary  E.  De- 
Haveii.  (2)  Mary  M.  married  0.  X.  Conrad  and 
they  reside  at  Jolmstown,  Pennsylvania. 

PROF.  XOR^JAX  \V.  H.  SCHAFER,  teacher 
of  piano,  organ  and  theory  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  and 
a man  well  known  to  the  musical  profession  as  a 
thorough  nursician  and  conscientious  instructor,  is 
one  of  Pennsylvania's  own  sons.  He  was  born 
at  Petersville  Church,  Petersville,  Xorthampton 
Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Jolni  D.  Schafei',  organist  and 
teacher. 

Professor  Schafer  is  of  French  and  German  ex- 
traction. Valentine  Schafer,  his  great-great- 
grandfather. came  to  America  fi-om  Germauv  early 
in  the  eigliteenth  centuiy,  and  settled  in  Lehigh 
county.  Pa.,  his  home  l)oing  near  iMacungie,  along 
the  Little  Lehigh.  He  became  a very  prominent 
man  in  his  district,  and  in  IT 50  assisted  in  the 
building  of  tlie  Little  Lehigh  church  at  iMacungie, 
of  Avhich  he  was  one  of  the  organizers.  Lie  is 
buried  there.  He  married  iMargaret  De  Sehotte, 
Avho  came  from  France.  They  had  nine  children, 
among  rvliom  were  George.  Pete]*  and  John. 

John  Schafer,  son  ot  Valentine,  was  born  in 
Xovember.  1TT3,  near  Klecknersville.  and  became 
a large  landowner.  He  was  quite  prominent  and 
held  the  office  of  iustice  of  the  peace.  During 
the  war  of  1812  he  held  a captain's  eommis.'ion. 
He  died  in  Xovember,  1831.  His  wife.  Sarah 
Billhcimer.  born  Jtdy  1,  ITTO,  died  in  Xovember, 
1832,  and  both  are  buried  at  .Moorestown.  Their 
children  were;  Catharine,  born  May  II.  1803,  who 
died  iMay  II,  1808;  Elizabeth;  jacob;  L)ewalt; 
Peter,  and  Solomon. 

Jacob  Schafer,  son  of  dohn,  wa=  born  in  Xorth- 


ampton county  in  18(.G.  In  early  lifo  he  learned 
the  stonemason’s  trade,  and  for  many  years  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  Moore  township, 
Xorthampton  county.  He  died  in  18T0.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Michael,  of  Xorthampton  county,  and 
they  are  both  buried  at  iMoorestown.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Jacob;  Sarah;  John  I).;  iMary;  Ste- 

phen, a soldier  of  tlie  Civil  war  who  sutfered  in 
Libby  prison  and  died  of  weakness  shortly  after 
his  release:  and  Francis,  living  at  Kreidersville, 
Pennsylvania. 

John  D.  Schafer,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  May 
13,  1831,  at  Klecknersville.  He  taught  school  in 
early  life,  and  served  as  organist  at  Petersville 
and  Indianland,  and  Cherryville,  in  Xorthampton 
county.  He  was  the  organizer  of  the  Heimback 
Slate  Company  (which  is  still  in  existence),  and 
also  of  a sl-ate  mine  at  'Walnutport,  of  which  he 
was  president  and  superintendent.  He.  opened  six 
cpiarries.  He  is  very  well  informed  in  this  work, 
and  is  now  often  consulted,  though  he  has  been 
retired  from  active  business  since  1900.  He  re- 
sides on  the  homestead  at  Danielsville,  Xorthamp- 
ton county.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he 
has  served  as  trustee  of  schools  in  the  IValnut- 
port  and  Danielsville  districts.  He  is 'a  member 
of  the  Reformed  Church.  iMr.  Schafer  married 
Mary  L.  Henry,  who  was  born  Jan.  o,  1839,  daugh- 
ter of  David  Henry;  her  mother’s  maiden  name 
was  Brown.  Mrs.  Schafer  died  Jan.  2,  1896,  and 
is  buried  at  Slatington.  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Schafer 
had  children  as  follows:  X'onnan  W.  II.:  Laura 
J.,  deceased  wife  of  Xathan  Haas:  Augusta  L., 
who  manied  Frank  Fenner:  Charles  Osborne,  rvho 
died  in  infancy;  and  David  IL,  a merchant  at 
Danielsville,  lAnnsylvania. 

Prof.  Xorman  W.  II.  Schafer  was  reared  in  an 
atmosphere  of  music,  his  first  teacher  having  been 
his  father.  Later  he  studied  with  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Old  and  Professor  Benkhardt.  an  old  Leipsic  grad- 
uate. In  18TT  he  went  abi;(:)ad,  and  entered  the 
Royal  Conservatory  at  Stuttgart.  Germany,  where 
under  Professors  Schuler,  Krueger  and  Speidel  he 
studied  the  piano;  under  Professor  Fink,  the  or- 
gan ; and  under  Professor  Seyerlen,  theory.  He 
also  for  several  years  studied  harnionv,  counter- 
point, fugue,  canon  and  composition  under  Dr.  S. 
X.  Penfield,  of  Xew  Fork  City.  After  his  return 
from  Europe  he  accepted  the  position  of  director 
of  music  at  Pennington  Seminary,  Pennington.  X. 
J.,  where  he  remained  four  years.  He  then  ac- 
cepted a sindlar  position  at  the  Danville  (Va.) 
College  for  Young  Ladies,  also  acting  as  organist 
for  tlie  iMain  Street  iMerhodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  that  town.  At  the  end  of  six  years  he  was 
obliged  to  resign  on  account  of  ill  health  and  re- 
turn Xortb.  He  came  to  Sliamokin  in  13T3.  and 
since  1895  has  been  organist  of  Trinity  Lutheran 
(Ihurch,  besides  c-onducting  a large  private  class. 
He  has  given  a large  nundier  of  liigli-class  organ 
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recitals,  and  was  tiie  organizer  of  the  Sliamokin 
Choral  Society,  whicli  under  lus  direction  has  giv- 
en a number  of  oratorios.  As  the  former  presi- 
dent of  Danville  (Yii.)  College,  Prof.  R.  H.  Sharp, 
M.  A.,  wrote  of  him:  ■hScrupulously  conscientious, 
he  will  work  beyond  his  strength  rather  than  neg- 
lect any  known  duty.  With  such  a spirit  to  ani- 
mate him,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  achieved 
a success  with  us  beyond  anything  known  before 
in  our  music  deirartmont.'’  Professor  Schafer  has 
also  made  his  mark  as  a composer. 

In  1881  vProfossor  Schafer  married  Emma  C. 
Cable,  daughter  of  Capt.  William  Gable,  and  the 
following  cliildren  have  been  born  to  them : IMyr- 
tle,  who  married  William  Albert  Woore,  in  busi- 
ness in  Philadelphia  : Xorman  W.  H.,  Jr.,  a grad- 
xtate  of  Sliamokin  higli  school,  1903,  Lehigh  Uni- 
versity, 1901,  now  a civil  engineer  stationed  at 
Reading,  Pa.,  as  supervisor  of  tlie  W.  & X.  branch 
of  the  Reading  railroad  (he  is  a member  of  the 
University  fraternity)  : Clara,  wlio  died  in  infan- 
e\’;  Pauline:  Carolyn  G.,  and  John  R.  Prof. 
Schafer  was  made  a IMason  in  Cyrus  Lodge,  Xo. 
148,  at  Pennington.  X.  J.,  and  transferred  his 
membership  to  Roman  Eagle  Lodge,  Xo.  121,  at 
Danville,  A'a.  He  belongs  to  the  Temple  Club  at 
Sliamokin.  He  is  a man  of  strong  personality, 
enthusiastic  in  his  profession,  and  thorough  in  all 
that  he  undertakes.  Thomas  Hanlon,  D.  D.,  LL. 
D.,  president  of  Pennington  Seminary,  said  of 
, him : “He  is  very  competent,  very  trustAvorthy, 
faithful,  a Christian  gentleman,”  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  that  such  high  praise  is  fully  approved  by 
those  who  have  long  known  him  in  Sliamokin. 

JOHX  A.  SIPE,  of  Herndon,  is  a resident  and 
’ business  man  of  long  standing  there,  being  the 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Sipe  & Son,  tailors, 
who  have  the  only  tailoring  establishment  in  the 
borough  and  do  an  extensive  business,  having  a 
large  patronage  in  the  territory  from  Sunbury  to 
IVIillersburg.  He  is  a veteran  of  the  Civil  war, 
in  Avhich  bis  father  also  served,  dying  of  starva- 
tion in  Libby  Prison  in  1864.  Mr.  Sipe  is  a 
native  of  AMrk  Springs,  Adams  Co.,  Pa.,  born 
May  5,  1847.  The  family  is  of  German  extraction, 
h.is  grandfather,  Martin  Sipe,  having  been  born  in 
Germany,  whence  he  came  to  America  before  his 
marriage,  locating  at  Clear  Spriirgs,  in  Adams 
county.  Pa.  He  was  a laborer  and  owned  a small 
I home  in  a glen.  His  wife,  Sarah,  was  from  White 
I Hill,  Cumberland  Co..  Pa.,  and  lived  to  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years.  She  Avas  the  mother  of  tAventy 
•children,  Martin  Sipe  being  her  second  hu.sband. 

I Her  children  by  liini  Avere:  Jacob,  Peter,  Sallie, 
Leah,/ Jeremiah,  Hettie,  iMaria,  William  and  Lena. 
Jeremiah,  uoav  (1910)  seventy-six  years  old>  lives 
at  Mechanicsl)\ii’g,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.  He  served 
in  the  Civil  Avar  Tinder  tAvo  enlistments,  in  the 
■43d  Pennsylvania  Int'antry  and  the  17th  Pennsyl- 


vania Cavalry.  He  Avas  captured  at  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness  and  Avas  held  at  all  the  noted  Rebel 
prisons.  lYhen  he  Avent  into  the  service  he  weighed 
over  two  hundred  pounds,  but  his  Aveight  Avhen 
discharged  Avas  only  seventy-one  pounds.  His  sis- 
ter Leah's  husliand.  Xelson  Day,  Avas  a soldier 
of  the  Mexican  Avar,  in  Avhicli  service  he  died. 

Jacob  Sipe,  son  of  Martin.  Avas  born  in  1819 
in  Adams  county.  Pa.,  and  lived  near  York 
Springs.  He  Avas  a laborer,  and  OAvned  a small 
home  in  Latimore  toAvnship.  During  the  Civil 
Avar  he  Avas  diafted  for  the  L'nion  service,  but 
he  said  he  Avould  never  go  to  the  front  as  a drafted 
man  and  accordingly  enlisted.  He  Avas  drafted 
one  Thursday,  and  was  to  report  at  Gettysburg 
the  following  Dlonday.  On  Sunday  night  he  bade 
his  family  good-bye  and  Avallced  to  Harrisburg, 
Avhere  he  enlisted  in  Company  P>,  13th  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  asking  to  be  credited  to  his  native 
toAvnship  as  a volunteer.  He  had  been  in  the  serv- 
ice only  three  Aveeks  when  captured  at  Sulphur 
Springs,  A'a.,  and  throAvn  into  Libby  Prison,  Avhere 
he  died  in  1864,  after  fourteen  mouths'  confine- 
ment. He  is  buried  among  the  other  unfortunate 
soldiers  Avho  perished  there.  His  Avife,  Ruth,  Avas 
a daughter  of  Xelson  Day,  a native  of  Lancaster 
county.  Pa..  Avho  lived  to  be  ninety-six  years  old. 
P)V  her  first  marriage  Mrs.  Sipe  had  a son,  AVil- 
liam  Ickes,  avIio  served  in  the  Civil  Avar  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  96th  Pennsylvania  Yolunteers.  To  iVIr. 
and  Mrs.  Jacob  Sipe  were  liorn  children  as  fol- 
lows: Jacob  H.,  Avho  served  during  the  Civil  Avar 
in  Company  I,  16oth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  (he 
Avas  corporal);  John  A.;  Jennie.  aaTo  marritH-l 
Monroe  Chrouster  and  lived  at  Hampton.  Adams 
county  (he  Avas  a veteran  of  tlie  93d  Pennsylvania 
Yolunteers)  ; Adaline,  Avho  married  Hiram  Jacobs 
and  lives  at  A"ork  Springs  ( he  Avas  a soldier  in 
the  CiA’il  Avar,  serving  Avith  the  90th  Pennsylvania 
Regiment)  ; Annie,  who  married  Einmerson  Fickel 
and  lived  at  Lattimer,  Pa.  (he  is  noAV  deceased)  : 
and  three  Avho  died  in  infancy.  iMrs.  Ruth  (Day) 
Sipe  died  in  1881,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  six 
months,  four  days. 

John  A.  Sipe  Avas  reared  to  farm  life  in  the 
vicinity  of  York  Springs,  Avorking  thus  until  he 
Avas  thirteen  years  old,  Avhen  he  began  to  learn  the 
tailor's  trade.  He  served  bis  apprenticeship  in 
the  old-fashioned  Avay,  doing  anything  around  his 
emidover's  house  that  Avas  to  be  done,  for  the  first 
six  months  of  his  term,  cutting  Avood,  looking  after 
the  children,  or  attending  to  any  other  Avork  given 
to  him.  Then  another  neAV  apprentice  came,  and 
he  commenced  Avork  at  the  bench,  after  his  three 
years  of  service  doing  journeyman  Avork  at  vari- 
ous places  in  this  State,  Pittsburg,  Altoona,  Hol- 
lidaysburg,  XcAvport,  Harrisburg,  Baltimore.  Car- 
lisle, Shippensburg,  and  Church  (Cumberland 
county),  Avhere  he  remained  seventemi  months 
with  a German  named  Coomn  Dialau'.  From 
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there  lie  came  to  Georgetown  (Dalmatia),  A'crth- 
umberland  county,  and  thence  after  a seven 
months’  stay  to  Herndon,  which  lias  since  been  his 
home.  Tie  arrived  in  Xorthumberland  county  on 
Vvliitsunday,  1867,  and  he  was  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  at  Herndon,  which  was  then  all  wood- 
land. He  is  one  of  the  four  oldest  residents  of 
the  town.  IMr.  Sipe  has  seen  many  changes  in 
domestic  as  well  as  civil  life  in  his  day.  AMien 
he  learned  his  trade  the  sewing  machine  was  un- 
known, and  ho  purchased  the  first  sewing  machine 
brought  to  Herndon.  His  business  underwent  the 
various  changes  of  custom  work  and  merchant  tail- 
oring, and  he  has  always  kept  abreast  of  the  times 
in  his  line,  being  a first-class  tradesman.  In  1902 
he  admitted  his  son  Harry  to  a partnership  in  the 
business,  and  Sipe  it  Son  enjoy  the  best  trade 
between  SunlniiT  and  Millersburg.  They  are  the 
only  tailors  at  Herndon.  By  industry  and  good 
management  of  his  affairs,  honorable  dealing  and 
intelligent  use  of  his  opportunities,  Mr.  Sipe  has 
become  a substantial  man,  and  his  prosperity  has 
been  wholly  the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  He 
began  his  career  at  Herndon  in  the  most  modest 
way,  commencing  housekeeping  in  a one-room 
house  16  by  16  feet  in  dimensions,  and  advancing 
his  fortunes  by  diligence  and  commendable  thrift. 
He  was  married  Oct.  2d,  1869,  to  Eve  Vanaman, 
daughter  of  George  and  Annie  (Comfort)  Vana- 
man, formerly  of  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  later  of 
Jersey  Shore,  Lycoming  county,  and  finally  of  Ee- 
ward.  Perry  county,  where  iMr.  Vanaman  lived  for 
fifty-four  years  in  one  house,  dying  Dec.  3,  1899, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years;  he  is  buried  near 
that  place,  as  is  also  his  wife.  Mr.  Vanaman 
was  a molder  liy  occupation.  His  father,  J acob 
Vanaman,  was  a native  of  Lancaster  county,  and 
moved  to  Jersey  Shore  on  a canal  boat,  living 
there  the  rest  of  his  life ; he  followed  the  trade 
of,  molder.  Three  of  George  AMnaman's  sons 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  Thomas,  -George  and 
David,  one  in  the  17th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

To  Mr.  iind  Airs.  Sipe  were  born  children  as 
follows:  George  died  aged  eighteen  months, 

four  days;  Annie  E.  died  in  infancy;  Ala- 
niie  died  in  infancy:  Bessie  V.  married  C.  AI. 
Troutman  and  they  live  on  Air.  Sipe’s  farm  in 
Jackson  township:  Harry  C.,  born  April  1,  1882, 
at  Herndon,  was  educated  in  tlie  public  schools 
and  at  Central  Pennsylvania  College,  which  he  at- 
tended for  four  terms,  afterward  learning  the  trade 
of  tailor  under  his  father,  with  whom  he  is  now 
in  partnership  (he  is  a member  of  Lodge  Xo.  267, 
P.  B.  0.  Elks,  Suntiury;  of  Polaris  Lodge,  Xo. 
765,  I.  0.  0.  E. ; General  Sickles  Camp,  Am. 
57;  and  John  B.  Packer  Council,  A^o.  151,  .)  r.  0. 
H.  A.  AI. ; he  married  Feb.  23,  1901,  Jennie  A. 
High,  daughter  of  W.  H.  High,  and  they  have 
had  three  cliildren.  Carrie  V.,  Alildred  AI.,  and  one 
that  died  in  infanev):  .lennie  A.  married  Harry 


A.  Glace,  who  is  a weaver  in  the  silk  mills  at 
Sunbury,  where  they  reside,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Geraldine. 

During  the  Civil  war,  though  only  a boy.  Air. 
Sipe  was  very  patriotic,  and  he  ran  away  from 
home  to  Chambersburg  three  times  trying  to  en- 
list, when  only  sixteen.  He  was  refused  because 
he  was  under  size  and  too  light,  but  later,  when 
troops  were  needed  and  the  conditions  were  not 
so  rigid,  he  managed  to  get  into  the  service,  join- 
ing Company  I,  205tli  Pennsylvania  AMlunteer  In- 
fantry, Atig.  2,  1861,  at  Ifarrisburg,  where  Camp 
Curtin  was  established.  He  was  discharged  June 
7,  1865,  after  the  close  of  the  war.  Air.  Sipe  saw 
considerable  active  service,  participating  in  the  op- 
erations at  Port  Steadman,  AM.,  Alarcli  25,  1865; 
and  was  with  Ids  regiment  when  it  led  the  charge  of 
the  2d  Brigade,  3d  Division,  9th  Army  Corps,  on 
Fort  Alahone,  April  2,  1865,  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg. On  Dec.  10,  1861,  the  3d  Division  of  the 
9th  Corps  made  a raid,  called  the  "Weldon  raid, 
on  Hatcher's  Eun,  having  several  skirmishes  with 
the  enemy.  He  served  under  Capt.  J.  C.  Alachau, 
of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
AValters,  of  Lancaster  county.  He  is  a member  of 
John  J.  Arnold  Post,  Xo.  -107,  G.  A.  E.,  and  of 
the  Sons  of  AMterans  at  Herndon  (Sickles  Camp, 
AT).  57),  and  he  is  also  associated  fraternally  with 
Lodge  Xo.  551,  I.  0.  0.  F. 

SPEXCEE  H.  DEEHEE,  of  Shamokin,  who 
is  interested  in  the  coal  business  but  not  as  a local 
operator,  U'as  born  in  that  borough  Sept.  8,  1858, 
and  comes  of  a family  of  German  origin  which 
..was  founded  in  Pennsylvania  during  the  early 
days.  His  paternal  great-grandfather  lived  in 
both  Schuylkill  and  A'orthund)erland  counties, 
.and  died  in  Sunbury,  in  A^orthiimberlaud  county; 
he  is  buried  at  the  Stone  church.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  ten  children,  viz. : John,  who  is  men- 

tioned below  ; Samuel  and  Joseph,  who  died  in  the 
AVest;  Isaac,  who  died  in  Shamokin  township; 
Sophia,  who  married  George  Falck;  Sallie,  Airs. 
Fasold;  Tyson:  Susan,  Airs.  Eenn;  Eachel,  Airs. 
Kramer ; Polly,  Airs.  Joseph  Shipman. 

John  Dreher  was  born  in  1801  in  Schuylkill 
county,  and  while  a resident  of  that  county  fol- 
lowed fanning  and  was  cTigaged  on  the  ohl  canal- 
boats.  In  1855  he  moved  to  Alount  Carmel,  A'orth- 
umberland  county,  whore  he  was  em])]oyed  at  the 
collieries,  and  there  he  died  in  1873.  His  ndfe, 
Sarah  (Kreiger),  daughter  of  Christian  Kreiger, 
died  in  1868,  and  l)oth  are  buried  in  the  Alount 
Carmel  cemetery.  Their  children  were  as  follows: 
Alary  A.  married  F'red  Fahrian  and  died  in  Alis- 
souri ; Jacob  is  mentioned  below:  Andrew  J.  was 
killed  by  tlic  Alolly  Ataguircs,  it  is  supposed,  he 
having  disap})cared  from  Mount  Carmel  and  never 
l)een  heard  from  afterward;  Edward  died  in  Alount 
Canm.'l  ; Daniel  died  in  the  West;  .lohn  died  near 
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Pachmond,  Ya.,  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war  ; 
Sarah  J.  married  John  Roup  and  is  living  in 
Mount  Carmel ; Aaron  is  a resident  of  Mount 
C’armel;  Eliza  married  'William  Stillwagner  and 
is  living  in  St.  Louis;  Eli  lives  at  IMount  Carmel. 

Jacot)  Dreher,  son  of  John,  was  born  JIarch 
12,  1830.  at  Plum  creek,  near  Stonington,  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  in  Shamokin  township.  He 
was  well  educated,  and  followed  teaching  during 
his  earlier  manhood,  being  thus  engaged  for  a 
'period  of  twelve  years,  in  Shamokin  and  Blount 
■Carmel.  Later  he  became  inside  foreman  at  the 
Gap  colliery  (udiere  David  Llewellyn  was  then 
outside  foreman)  and  was  employed  there  , for  sev- 
•eral  years.  He  died  Oct.  8,  1865,  at  his  home  in 
the  Irish  Valley,  in  Shamokin  townshij),  and  was 
buried  at  the  Summit  church  in  that  township. 
An  intelligent,  industrious,  Christian  citizen,  he 
was  a leader  in  his  community  and  thoroughly 
respected  for  his  upright  life.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Sober,  daughter  of  Michael  ^1.  Sober,  and 
she  survived  him,  after  his  death  marrying  Lewis 
Chamberlin,  of  Shamokin  township.  She  passed 
away  xVpril  8,  1905,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years,  and  is  also  buried  at  the  Summit  church. 
To  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Sober)  Dreher  were  born 
the  following  named  children ; Maiy'  F..  wife  of 
Lemuel  Tharp ; Harris  1\L,  who  is  living  in  Sham- 
okin township  : Spencer  H. ; W’illiam  H.,.  of  Sham- 
okin township:  Clara,  wife  of  0.  C.  ^Mlson,  of 
Philadelphia.;  and  Jacob  G.,  a teacher,  of  Sham- 
okin township. 

Spencer  H.  Dreher  attended  school  in  Shamokin 
township  and  was  reared  upon  a farm.  When  he 
started  work  on  his  own  account  he  followed  farm- 
ing in  that  township  and  also  engaged  to  some  ex- 
tent in  the  dairy  business,  owning  a fine  tract  of 
100  acres  in  tlie  neighborhood  of  the  Summit 
-church,  upon  which  property  he  erected  a fine 
residence  in  1898.  In  time  he  sold  this  farm  to 
Mr.  Y'ordy,  the  present  owner,  and  on  Oct.  22, 
1908,  he  settled  in  Shamokin,  where  he  has  es- 
tablished his  home.  Since  1 891  he  has  been  in- 
terested in  the  coal  business,  as  part  owner  of 
three  collieries  in  Quinnimont,  W.  Ya.,  all  of 
which  are  in  a thriving  condition,  yielding  an 
abundance  of  soft  coal  for  which  a reacly  market  is 
found. 

Mr.  Dreher  married  Hannah  Lawton,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Charles  Edgar,  who  is  a member  of 
the  class  of  1912  at  BacknelLLTniversity,  at  Lewis- 
burg,  Pa.  Mr.  Dreher  is  a Republican  in  politics 
and  in  religion  a member  of  the  DL  E.  Church. 

Joseph  Lawtox.  father  of  Mrs.  Hannah  (Law- 
ton)  Dreher.  was  born  in  England  and  came  to 
America  when  a young  man,  and  lived  for  a time 
In  the  Irish  Valley  in  Xorthumberland  county. 
He  became  interested  in  the  coal  business  in  West 
Virginia  and  met  with  success  in  that  line.  In 


1893  lie  moved  to  Carlisle,  Pa.,  where  he  made 
his  home  to  the  end  of  his  days.  He  died  while 
making  a trip  to  his  West  Virginia  mines,  in 
1896.  His  wife,  ^lary  (Mathews),  died  in  1910, 
and  they  are  buried  at  Carlisle.  The  following 
children  survive  them:  Catherine,  William, 

George,  Hannah  (Airs.  Dreher),  Elmer,  Sallie, 
Walter  and  Albert. 

THOMAS  M.  LAWLER,  late  of  Sunbury,  was 
filling  the  office  of  prothonotary  of  Xorthumber- 
land c-ounty  at  the  time  of  his  death,  June  5,  190T. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  popular  men  in  that  com- 
munity, a typical  representative  of  his  race,  genial, 
sociable,  friendly,  known  to  many  and  liked  by 
all  who  met  him. 

3Ir.  Lawler  was  bo?-n  Xov.  30,  1857,  in  County 
Wicklow,  Ireland,  son  of  William  Lawler,  a na- 
tive of  the  same  country,  who  came  to  America 
with  his  family  in  the  year  1867.  Thomas  M. 
Lawler  was  ten  years  old  when  brought  to  America 
by  his  parents,  the  family  settling  in  Sunbury, 
Xorthumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  where  the  boy  attendee! 
public  school.  When  twelve  years  old  he  started 
to  learn  the  printing  trade  in  the  olfice  of  the  Sun- 
liury  Amrrican,  at  that  time  owned  and  edited  by 
Emanuel  Wilvert.  and  he  completed  a five  \ears’ 
apprenticeship  with  the  Noiiliuuibrrlnnd  Couniij 
Democrat  and  Sunbury  Daily  in  1875.  The  next 
two  years  he  spent  in  Pittsburg,  returning  to 
Sunbury  to  become  foreman  in  the  establishment 
of  the  Democrat  and  Daily,  which  lie  held  for  over 
ten  years,  until  IMareh,  1888.  For  the  following 
year.*,  until  October,  1898,  he  Avas  in  the  Goa’- 
ernment  printing  office  at  Wasliington,  D.  C., 
after  Avhich  he  Avas  engaged  on  the  Washington 
/'o.s-f,  having  charge  of  the  mechanical  Avork  on  the 
adA'ertisements.  In  September,  1894-,  during 
Cleveland's  second  administration,  he  was  appoint- 
ed foreman  of  the  night  bill  force  in  the  printing 
office.  He  received  the  appointment  on  recognized 
merit  and  ability,  and  held  it  until  the  administra- 
tion changed.  Though  he  had  done  Avell  at  the 
printing  business,  iMr.  IjaAvler  up<m  his  return  to 
Sunhury  did  not  return  to  that  occupation,  but 
entered  into  the  restaurant  busine-ss  on  iMarket 
Square,  the  Park  Restaurant  being  one  of  the  most 
popular  ])laces  of  the  kind  in  Sunbury.  Mr.  LaAv- 
Icr  Avas  “Tom'"’  to  the  many  Avho  knew  and  loved 
him,  and  his  Avide  circle  of  acquaintances  extended 
beyond  the  limits  of  Xorthumlierland  into  neigh- 
boring counties.  His  personality  will  not  be  readi- 
ly forgotten.  The  Sunbury  Daily  Item  of  Juno 
5,  1907,  said:  “Tie  Avas  a man  whom  you  liked  to 
meet;  he  put  sunshine  into  the  day  by  his  kindly 
greeting  and  enjoyed  a bit  of  pleasantry  tliat  eased 
many  a heart  Avith  his  ready  wit  and  humor.’’  His 
genial  disposition,  thoughtfulness,  fidelity  to  his 
friends,  sincerity  and  naturalness  Avon  him  a last- 
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ing  ]>lace  in  the  hearts  of  all  vrith  whom  he  came 
in  contact. 

Mr.  Lawler  was  a stanch  Democrat  and  always 
active  in  politics,  and  on  June  13,  1905,  he  was 
nominated  for  the  othce  of  prothonotary,  to  which 
lie  was  elected  the  following  XYvember.  At  the 
time  of  his  death  he  had  served  seventeen  months 
of  his  term  of  three  years.  He  tilled  the  office 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents, 
though  for  some  time  he  suffered  so  ivith  rheuma- 
tism that  he  was  unable  to  attend  to  its  duties 
personally.  Howeier.  he  recovered  sufficiently  sev- 
eral months  before  his  death  to  return  to  its  ac- 
tivities, and  although  he  was  far  from  being  a 
well  man  he  kept  up  so  well  that  his  friends  were 
hopeful  his  recovery  would  be  complete.  But  he 
succumbed  to  a sudden  relapse  and  grew  rapidly 
worse  until  his  death.  The  Evening  Standard  of 
Milton,  this  countv.  in  an  editorial  written  bv  one 
of  Mr.  Lawler's  friends,  said : 

“Few  people  ]rerhaps,  either  in  public  or  private 
life,  in  central  Pennsylvania,  were  more  generally 
known  or  more  universally  beloved.  In  many 
respects  he  rvas  a most  remarkable  man.  Of  com- 
manding presence  and  genial  disposition,  he  quick- 
ly enlisted  the  lasting  good  will  of  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact.  Endowed  with  a high  order 
of  natural  intelligence,  his  acquired  information, 
coupled  with  that  unfailing  fund  of  humor  so 
characteristic  of  the  people  of  his  race,  attracted 
to  him  a multitude  of  friends  and  admirers. 

“His  open  handed  charities  (oft  abused)  were 
dispensed  with  a lavishness  wholly  disproportioned 
to  his  means.  A partisan,  in  political  warfare,  his 
powerful  personality  was  -a  tower  of  strength  to 
those  whose  cause  he  so  unselfishly  espoused.  But 
when  tlie  storm  of  conflict  subsided,  if,  as  some- 
times occurred,  his  was  the  portion  of  the  van- 
quished, he  never  failed  to  greet  the  victor  with 
a warmth  of  feeling  that  at  once  esta1)lished  an 
^entente  cordiale’  which  no  future  embroilments 
could  dissolve.  Ills  public  life  was  characterized 
by  the  same  distinguishing  traits  that  made  him 
such  a conspicuous  figure  in  private  life.  His  cap- 
tivating manners  and  graceful  courtesy  made  him 
easily  approachable  at  all  times. 

“Fidelity  to  duty,  strict  integrity  and  thorough- 
ness in  method  in  his  official  duties,  establishes  a 
record  in  the  important  department  over  which 
he  was  called  to  preside.  * * * The  standard 

of  his  sterling  manhood  was  never  lowered.  Purity 
of  thought  and  action  were  the  higli  ideals  ever  be- 
fore him,  such  indeed  was  the  active  principle  of 
his  life,  the  shrine  of  his  devotion. 

“To  the  bereaved  wife,  the  venerable  mother, 
the  sorrowing  sister  and  brothers,  the  full  measure 
of  public  sympathy  will  go  forth.  Some  solace 
for  them  will  lie  found  in  the  knowledge  that  an 
entire  community  shares  their  grief,  and  most 


profoundly  regret  the  passing  of  one  whose  like 
they  will  never  see  again.” 

Mr.  Lawler  was  a member  of  the  Elks,  the 
Eagles,  the  Typographical  Hnion,  Gcwid  Intent 
Fire  Company  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  lat- 
ter body  had  been  newly  organized  just  before  his 
death  and  with  which  he  had  been  actively  iden- 
tified. His  active  association  with  labor  organiza- 
tions began  in  1ST5,  when  he  joined  the  Interna- 
tional Typographical  E’nion,  and  he  was  mainly 
instrumental  in  starting  the  Knights  of  Labor  in 
Sunbury  in  187G,  serving  as  first  president  of  the 
local  organization,  Xo.  dOO.  He  was  a regularly 
commissioned  organizer  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  For  two  terms  he  was  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  AYashington  Typographical  Iffiion, 
which  he  represented  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  1804, 
and  just  before  his  death  he  had  been  chosen  as  a 
delegate  to  the  approaching  convention  of  the 
Union  to  be  held  at  Hot  Spring.s,  Ark.,  in  August, 
1907. 

In  1886  Mr.  Lawler  married  Virginia  Mills, 
ilaugliter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Brown)  Mills,  the 
former  a native  of  England,  who,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen,  upon  coming  to  this  country,  first  settled 
in  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1873,  coming  to  Sunbury, 

■ I’a.,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  in  1886. 
Mrs.  Ylills  is  also  deceased,  and  they  are  interred 
in  Pomfret  Manor  cemetery.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  died  young 
except  Virginia,  Mrs.  Lawler.  iMr.  Lawler  was 
a member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which  his 
widow  also  belongs.  He  is  buried  in  Pomfret 
iManor  cemetery. 

Besides  his  wife,  iMr.  Lawler  was  survived  by 
his  mother,  sister.  Miss  Mary  Lawler,  and  broth- 
ers William,  John,  Charles  and  James  Lawler,  all 
of  Sunbury. 

SMITH.  This  family  has  been  identified  with 
Lower  Augusta  township  and  that  vicinity  for  over 
eighty  years.  Pobert  Smith,  whose  parents  came 
from  Ireland,. lived  at  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  then  called 
“Derrstown,”  until  1830,  when  lie  came  to  Lower 
Augusta  township,  Xorthumberland  county.' 
Here  he  lived  and  died.  He  was  Ixirn  in  1777,  and 
died  Sept.  3-1,  1844,  aged  sixtt'-seven  years.  He 
was  a tall,  heavily  built  man,  very  strong,  and  Avas 
engaged  as  a boatman.  His  wife,  Mary,  died  Jan. 
13,  18G1,  aged  sixty-.«ix  years,  nine  months,  three- 
days.  They  are  buried  at  the  ^Mountain  Presby- 
terian church  in  LoAver  Augusta  toAvnship.  Jlary 
Smith  Avas  a daughter  of  James  and  Barbara  Ann 
(Wciithold)  Smith,  both  natives  of  Berks  county. 
They  Avore  Germans,  and  spoke  German.  Poliert 
and  ]\[arv  Smith  had  children  as  folloAvs:  James. 

Washington,  William,  Sarah,  Charles,  Pobert, 
INfary,  Barbara  Ann  and  John. 

Pobert  Smith,  son  of  Pobert,  Avas  liorn  at  LcAvis- 
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burg,  Aug.  20,  1822.  Wlieu  he  was  eight 
years  old  his  parents  settled  in  Lower  Augusta 
township,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and 
there  later  he  purchased  300  acres  of  land.  This 
has  now  been  divided  into  a number  of  tracts, 
some- of  which  are  still  in  the  family  name.  He 
was  a stonemason,  and  reputed  to  have  been  one 
of  the  very  best  mechanics  of  his  time.  lie  built 
the  County  jail  at  Sunbury,  the  law  office  of  Simon 
P.  W'olverton,  Esq.,  the  residence  of  the  late 
Judge  Rockefeller,  and  many  more  of  the  most 
.notable  structures  in  Xorthumberland  and  sur- 
rounding counties.  In  Connecticut  he  erected  a 
large  granite  railroad  bridge.  He  died  Jan.  1, 
1896,  in  his  seventy-fourth  year,  and  is  buried 
at  Mount  Zion  U.  B.  church,  in  Lower  Augusta 
township.  His  wife,  Isabella  St.  Clair,  was  born 
Oct.  11,  1823,  and  is  still  living,  the  oldest  woman 
in  her  township.  She  has  her  home  with  a son. 
She  is  exceptionally  well  preserved,  and  has  a re- 
markably clear  memory.  She  was  a daughter  of 
Casper  St.  Clair  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel  St. 
Clair,  who  was  a Drum  Major  in -the  Eevolutionary 
war.  Robert  and  Isabella  (St.  Clair)  Smith  had 
/ eleven  children;  Charles  (a  stone  mason),  Kate, 
James  H.,  Henry  C.,  Xewton,  Wellington  (who 
died  in  infancy)  and  Oliver  (a  stonemason),  twins, 
Matilda,  Andrew  J.,  William,  Henrietta  (the  two 
last  named  died  in  infancy). 

Andrew  J.  Smith,  son  of  Robert,  Jr.,  was  born 
Feb.  20,  1861.  When  he  was  seventeen  years  old 
he  began  teaching  school,  and  in  1889  began  work- 
ing at  Honey  Pot  Scales,  at  Xanticoke,  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  with  wdiich  he 
remained  in  all  fourteen  years,  being  their  chief 
clerk  there  eight  years.  In  1903  he  moved  to  one 
of  his  farms,  a tract  of  1-16  acres  located  in  Rocke- 
feller township,  formerly  the  Andrew  Gonsor  home- 
stead. Mr.  Smith  has  another  farm  of  120  acres, 
near  Fisher’s  Ferry  in  Lower  Augusta  township. 
He  .and  his  family  are  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  church.  He  married  Carrie  E.  Heil- 
man, and  they  have  a family  of  nine  children ; 
Ada  (a  school  teacher),  Edna,  Harold,  IMaud, 
Helen,  Rohe^'t,  Walter,  Lillian  and  Albert. 

James  H.  Smith,  son  of  Robert,  Jr.,  was  born 
X'ov.  20,  1847.  He  worked  for  his  parents  until 
twenty-one  years  old,  and  then  for  eleven  yeai’S 
farmed  on  shares  in  Lower  Augusta  township 
.where  he  has  always  lived.  In  February,  1882,  he 
purchased  his  present  120-acre  farm,  which  u'as  the 
Joseph  Shipman  tract.  For  the  past  thirty-eight 
years  Mr.  Smith  has  attended  the  Sunbury  mark- 
ets. He  is  a Republican,  was  school  director  for 
twelve  years,  and  has  been  overseer  of  the  poor  for 
the  past  twelve  years.  He  and  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  ^Mountain  Presbyterian  Churcli,  which 
he  has  served  officially  for  the  past  twenty  years. 
In  1871  he  married  iMatihla  Snvdcr.  and  they 
have  the  following  ten  children:  Martha,  Benja- 


min, Cora,  Lottie,  Florence,  Peter,  James,  iMary, 
John  and  Sarah. 

IIEXRY  J.  MAIER,  merchant  at  Locust  Gai>, 
Xorthumberland  county,  was  born  July  27,  1867, 
at  St.  Clair',  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  but  has  lived  at 
Locust  Gap  from  early  boyhood.  His  father,  Henry 
Maier,  came  from  Breitenbach,  Germany,  when  a 
young  man  and  settled  first  in  Schuylkill  countv, 
where  he  followed  mining  at  St.  Clair  and  Girard- 
ville  before  his  removal  to  Locust  Gap,  in  1871. 
There  he  also  followed  mining.  He  died  in  1887 
at  Ashland,  Schuylkill  county,  and  his  wife, 
Margaret  ( Schwartz),  died  in  1880.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Louisa  (Mrs.  John  Knauf). 

Jacob,  Mary,  Margaret,  Henry  J.,  Frank,  John, 
Xicholas,  .Elizabeth  (deceased)  and  Peter  (de- 
ceased). 

Henry  J.  Dlaier  was  reared  and  educated  at 
Locust  Gap.  When  only  fourteen  months  old  he 
met  wnth  a misfortune  which  disabled  him  phys- 
ically, a doctor  administering  medicine  which  was 
too  strong  for  him  and  which  so  affected  his  nerves 
that  the  greater  part  of  his  body  is  paralyzed, 
though  he  does  not  suffer.  He  has  the  use  of  his 
light  arm  and  left  leg,  however,  and  he  has  not  al- 
lowed the  unfortunate  accident  to  check  his  am- 
bition or  impair  his  usefulness  to  society  in  any 
way.  In  1888  he  began  the  grocery  business  on 
his  own  account,  in  the  basement  of  the  McCarthy 
hotel,  and  later  removed  to  his  present  location, 
carrying  a well  selected  and  comprehensive  general 
stock,  chosen  to  meet  the  demands  of  his  trade, 
which  has  increased  steadily.  In  1905  he  built  his 
home  at  Locust  Gap,  and  he  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial and  respected  citizens  of  that  place.  His  fel- 
low citizens  have  shown  their  confidence  in  his 
integrity  and  ability  by  electing  him  to  various 
local  positions  of  trust,  he  having  served  i^fount 
Carmel  township  seven  years  as  school  director 
and  filled  all  the  offices  of  the  board,  and  he  was 
township  auditor  for  a term.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  political  connection  and  a Catholic  in  religion, 
lielonging  also  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the 
Holy  Name  Society  and  the  Foresters. 

On  April  21,  1904,  Dlr.  Maier  married  Mary 
Ruffing,  daughter  of  Lambert  Ruffing,  and  they 
have  had  seven  children,  four  of  whom,  Catherine, 
Helen,  Estella  and  Henry  Joseph,  Jr.  (who  died 
July  2,  1910),  are  deceased.  The  survivors  are: 
.Florence,  Diary  and  DIargaret. 

JOIIX^  WESLEY  HEXRIE,  of  Shamokin, 
X'orthumberland  county,  manager  and  part  owner 
of  the  “Windsor  Hotel,”  is  well  known  to  the  local 
and  traveling  public  there  in  that  connection  as 
well  as  in  his  capacity  of  assessor,  in  which  position 
ho  has  served  for  the  past  twelve  years,  from  the 
Second  Avard.  Dfi*.  Hcnrie  is  a native  of  Shamokin, 
born  Dfarch  9,  1870,  at  the  old  family  home,  Xo. 
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1'30  A'citli  Shamokin  street,  llis  fatlier,,  Harrison 
Henrie,  was  a well  known  contractor  and  builder 
of  the  city  in  his  day,  and  his  grandfather  came  to 
this  county  many  years  ago. 

George  Henide,  the  grandfather,  was  born  in  one 
of  the  lower  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  and  on  com- 
ing to  Xorthumherland  county  settled  near  Elys- 
bu,rg.  He  died  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 
thirty-five  years.  He  and  his  wife,  Kate,  had 
six  children:  Samuel,  Harriet  (married  Jacob 
Swank),  Margaret  (married  a i\[r.  Kelly  and  a 
Mr.  Startzel),  Harrison,  'William  and  George. 

Harrison  Henrie,  son  of  George,  came  to  Sha- 
niokin  when  a }'oung  man  and  here  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  He  began  his  business  career 
following  his  trade,  that  of  bricklayer  and  plas- 
terer, and  in  time  became  a contractor,  building 
many  of  the  substantial  residences  and  churches 
in  that  place.  He  was  a prominent  Democrat, 
and  in  1875  was  elected  to  the  ofBce  of  county 
commissioner,  being  re-elected  in  1877,  at  the 
close  of  his  first  term.  But  he  died  shortly  after- 
ward, and  Philip  Hile  was  appointed  his  suc- 
cessor. He  was  a member  of  the  Methodist 
Church. 

Mr.  Henrie  married  Mary  J.  Bird,  daughter  of 
Ziba  Bird,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
children:  Margaret,  wife  of  Charles  F.  Iluth,  an 
attorney  practicing  at  the  Xorthumherland  county 
bar;  Eclward,  who  died  young;  William,  of  Blooms- 
burg.  Pa. ; George,  of  Trenton,  X.  J. ; Emma,  wife 
of  William  IMutchler ; Samuel,  who  died  in  infan- 
cy; John  W. : Edna,  who  died  in  infancy';  and 
Jennie,  wife  of  William  Harpel,  of  Eochester.  Xew 
York. 

John  Wesley  'Henrie  received  his  education  in 
the  common  and  high  schools  of  his  native  place. 
After  commencing  work  he  was  employed  by  the 
Philadelphia  & Eeading  Company  for  a period  of 
six  years,  part  of  this  time  in  the  office  of  the 
superintendent.  He  then  engaged  in  business,  as 
a dealer  in  men's  furnishings,  continuing  thus 
until  May  1?,  1902,  when  his  connection  with 
the  'AVindsor  Hotel”  began.  He  was  clerk  for 
several  years,  until  the  Windsor  Hotel  Company 
of  Shamokin  was  incorporated,  April  16,  1906, 
when  he  became  a member  of  the  company  and 
manager  of  the  hotel.  His  success  in  this  incum- 
bency has  been  sufiicient  evidence  of  his  fitness 
for  the  work.  He  is  popular  with  the  traveling 
public  as  well  as  with  his  fellow  townsmen,  both 
for  his  enterprise  in  conducting  a satisfactory  ho- 
tel, one  that  is  a.  credit  to  Shamokin,  and  for  his 
high  character  as  a man.  Socially  he  is  well 
known,  having  been  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Clover  Club,  in  1888,  and  a charter  member,  and 
he  has  filled  all  the  offices  in  that  body.  He  is  a 
member  of  Elks  Lodge  Xo.  355  and  of  the  Lib- 
erty Fire  Company  and  for  a time  served  as  pres- 
ident of  the  Liberty  Hose  (dimpanv;  he  is  a mem- 


ber of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Firemen's  Associa- 
tion. In  politics  Mr.  Henrie  is  a Eepublican,  and 
for  the  past  twelve  vears  has  been  assessor  of  the 
Second  ward  of  Shamokin. 


The  Bird  family,  to  which  Mrs.  Mary  J.  (Bird) 
Henrie,  widow  of  Harrison  Henrie,  belongs,  has 
been  q\iite  numerous  and  well  known  in  this  re- 
gion since  her  grandfather,  James  Bird,  came  hith- 
er from  Xew  Jersey. 

James  Bird  was  born  in  Warren  count}",  X.  J., 
and  was  married  in  his  native  State,  moving  to 
Xorthumberland  county  with  his  family  and  set- 
tling in  Eush  township  in  its  pioneer  days.  He 
purchased  a large  and  uncultivated  tract  of  land 
on  Little  Eoaring  creek,  and  died  in  Eush  town- 
ship, on  the  farm  where  he  first  settled.  His 
children  were:  John,  Joseph,  James,  William,  Syl- 
vanus  (born  in  1796),  Ziba,  Susan  (married  Wil- 
liam Kimball),  Sarah  (i\Irs.  Scott),  Eachel  (mar- 
ried Jacob  Shipman  ) and  Xancy. 

Ziba  Bird,  son  of  James,  was  born  in  Warren 
county,  X.  J.,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Xorth- 
uniberland  county.  He  assisted  his  fattier  in  the 
development  of  the  farm  in  Eush  township  and 
also  learned  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  followed 
farming  for  a time  on  Little  Eoaring  creek,  but 
later  went  to  Sbamokin  to  take  cliarge  of  the 
mining  operations  there  of  John  C.  Boyd,  a prom- 
inent citizen  of  Danville,  and  he  becanie  quite 
prominent  in  the  early  days  of  the  town.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  there,  and  erected  the  first 
two  buildings  in  what  is  now  Shamokin.  He 
also  did  c-onsiderable  building  later,  two  double 
houses  on  the  south  side  of  Commercial  street, 
between  Franklin  and  Pearl,  and  probably  others, 
being  of  his  constniction.  He  continued  to  be 
interested  in  coal  operations  for  several  years,  but 
retired  from  that  line  when  the  town  and  busi- 
ness began  to  settle  down  to  a level  after  the 
first  wave  of  prosperity,  and  he  then  returned  to 
Eush  township,  where  he  established  himself  as 
a farmer.  He  subsequently  moved  to  Eed  Point, 
on  the  Susquehanna  river,  just  on  the  Montour 
and  Xorthumberland  county  line,  below  Danville, 
purchasing  a home  there  in  which  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  died  there  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five.  His  activity  and  usefulness  in  pro- 
moting Shamokiirs  interests  in  the  early  days  of 
the  town  entitle  him  to  be  classed  an)ong  the  real 
founders  of  the  place. 

iMr.  Bird  married  three  times,  and  had  in  all 
nineteen  children.  His  first  wife,  Hannah  Metz 
(Mentz  or  Metze),  was  the  mother  of  six  children: 
Annie;  Joseph,  born  in  1814;  Catharine;  Sarah; 
Elizabeth,  born  in  ISIS,  who  married  "William 
Burkenl)ine  and  is  siill  living,  making  her  home 
in  the  borough  of  Xorthumberland;  and  James, 
who  died  in  infamy.  By  his  second  wife.  Eliza- 
betli  Farhy.  Mr.  Bird  bad  ihc  following  children ; 
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,,>ohii,  Hanuah,  Ziba,  Jr.,  Ivellop  (who  died  in 
infancy)  and  Susanna  (who  died  in  infancy).  His 
third  marriage  Mas  to  Margaret  Mutchler,  by 
M'lioni  he  had  eight  ‘children : Mary  J.  (M’idow  of 
Harrison  Henrie,  of  Shamokin),  William,  Nelson, 
ifontgomery,  Eliza,  Emma,  Samuel  and  ^largaret. 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  Henrie,  M’idoM'  of  Harrison  Hon- 
rie,  M’as  the  first  girl  born  in  Shamokin,  one 
John  Snyder  being  the  first  boy.  She  M-as  born 
Oct.  l-t, , 1835,  at  the  corner  of  Commerce  and 
Shamokin  streets. 

WILLIAIM  DALIUS,  who  lived  from  early  man- 
hood until  his  death  in  Upper  Augusta  toM-nshi]p 
Northumberland  county,  M'as  born  Feb.  16,  1800, 
in  Berks  county.  Pa.  On  coming  to  this  county 
he  settled  on  a small  farm,  a tract  of  eighteen 
acres,  M’liich  he  cultivated,  and  M’here  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  long  life,  dying  April  21, 
1882,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  two  months, 
five  days.  He  is  buried  at  Lantz’s  church.  He 
was  a Lutheran  in  religious  faith.  IMr.  Dalius 
married  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Arnold,  M'ho  M'as  born 
Aug.  11,  1805,  in  Berks  county,  and  M-hose  father 
died  M'hen  she  Mas  a child.  She  M'as  reared  in 
the  family  of  her  elder  sister,  Mrs.  Komp.  ^Irs. 
Dalius  died  Dec.  10,  I860,  aged  sixty-four  years, 
three  months,  thirty  days.  Seven  children  were 
born  to  their  union;  (1)  Caroline,  born  April  1, 
1827,  died  July  26,  1896,  unmarried,  and  she 
and  her  sister  Sarah  are  buried  in  Pomfret  Man- 
or cemetery,  at  Sunbury,  M'here  a large  monuinent 
has  been  erected  to  their  memory.  (2)  Sarah, 
born  May  3,  1830,  died  Aug.  23,  1896,  unmarried. 
(3)  Eliza,  married  Benjamin  Lake  and  lives  at 
Shamokin,  Pa.  (4)  Mary,  mUo  resides  at  No.  324 
Market  street,  Sunbury,  is  a member  of  Zion's 
Lutheran  Church  in  that  borough.  (5)  Louisa 
died  M'hen  thirteen  years  old.  (6)  Catharine  and 
(7)  Margaret,  twins,  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dalius  also  reared  another  girl,  Louisa.  M'ho 
took  their  name  and  made  her  home  with  them. 
On  Aug.  28,  1893,  she  M'as  married  in  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  to  Walter  T.  Keiner,  and  their  home  is  in 
Sunbury,  Miss  IMary  Dalius  residing  M'ith  them. 
Mrs.  Keiner  became  the  legatee  of  the  Dalius  es- 
tate. 

Walter  T.  Keiker  M'as  born  in  Danville,  Mon- 
tour Co.,-  Pa.,  and  has  for  a number  of  years  been 
engaged  as  a hotel  clerk.  He  M'as  formerly  con- 
nected M'ith  the  “Aldine  Hotel,”  in  Sunbury,  in 
that  capacity,  and  is  noM'  at  the  “Hotel  Norman- 
dy,” in  Philadelphia.  He  also  conducted  the 
“Westmount  Hotel.”  at  Atlantic  Citv,  N.  J.,  for 
one  year.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Keiner  have  no  family. 

THOilAS  J.  McCAFP'ERY.  of  Shamokin,  a 
teacher  of  almost  forty  years’  experience  in  Coal 
toM'nship,  Northumberland  county,  is  naturally 
one  of  the  best  knoMn  citizens  of  that  region.  He 


holds  the  respect  and  friendship  of  a M'ide  circle, 
including  his  felloM’  educators  and  those  mUo  have 
come  under  his  instruction. 

Mr.  iVIcCaffory  Mas  born  in  1853  at  Pottsville, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Dennis  and  Elizabeth 
(Doyle)  McCaffery,  natives  of  Ireland,  the  former 
of  M'hom  came  to  America  M'hen  a young  man, 
in  1816,  the  latter  M'hen  she  M'as  a girl  of  fifteen. 
Dennis  McCaffery  first  located  at  Pottsville,  in  ■ 
1853  coming  to  Shamokin,  M'here  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  days.  He  folloM'ed  mining,  and 
M'as  killed  at  the  mines  Oct.  7,  1863.  His  M'ife 
survived  many  years,  dying  at  Shamokin  in  1906. 
She  left  many  friends,  being  particularly  M'ell 
known  among  the  older  residents  of  the  borough. 

Thomas  J.  McCaffery  M'as  the  only  child  of  his 
parents.  He  attended  public  school  in  Shamokin, 
but  began  M'ork  before  his  school  days  M'ere  over, 
as  a slate  picker.  Later  he  folloM'ed  mining  for  a 
time,  but  his  mind  turned  to  more  congenial  oc- 
cupation, and  he  took  up  his  studies  again,  going 
to  the  Eastman  Business  College,  at  Poughkeep- 
sie, N,  Y.,  and  also  to  the  State  normal  school 
at  Millersville,  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa.  He  be- 
gan teaching  in  1872,  and  has  followed  that  pro- 
fession ever  since,  having  been  engaged  in  Coal 
toM'nship  throughout  that  long  period.  Fie  is  one 
of  the  teachers  at  the  Morse  building.  -Mr.  Mc- 
Caffeiy  resides  at  the  old  family  home.  No.  429 
West  Spruce  street,  Shamokin.  He  is  a Democrat 
and  has  done  some  local  party  M'ork,  and  for  three 
years  he  served  his  M'ard  as  member  of  the  bor- 
ough council. 

bn  Ma}'  27,  1884,  Mr.  McCaffery  married  Mary 
SM'eney,  of  Shamokin,  daughter  of  jlichael  and 
Mary  (Mitchell)  Su'eney,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Elizabeth,  M'ho  is  at  home  M'ith  her  parents. 
Mr.  McCaft'ery  is  a member  of  St.  Edward's  Cath- 
olic Church  and  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

HENRY  WILSON  LARK,  senior  member  of 
the  firm  of  Lark  & Lark,  manufacturers  of  over- 
alls, shirts  and  coats,  of  Shamokin,  is  one  of  the 
enterprising  and  progressive  young  business  men 
of  Northumberland  county. 

Mr.  Lark  Mas  born  in  this  city  May  9,  1881, 
son  of  Emanuel  S.  Lark,  sketch  of  M'hom  is  given 
in  full  elseM'here  in  this  M'ork.  He  attended  the 
public  schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school 
in  1899.  For  a short  time  after  leaving  school 
he  did  clerical  M'ork,  and  then  became  a traveling 
salesman  for  t).  K.  Haas  & Co.,  M'ith  M'hom  he 
continued  for  four  years.  After  leaving  the  road 
he  M'as  bookkeeper  for  the  Shamokin  Hardware 
Company  until  April  18,  1903.  M’hen  he  formed  a 
y)artnership  M'ith  C.  C.  Malick.  under  the  firm 
name  of  Lark  Malick,  for  the  manufacture  of 
overalls,  coats  and  shirts,  and  they  established  their 
factory  at  No.  27  Carbon  street.  In  1908  ifr. 
itfalick  M'irhdrt'M'  from  the  firm,  and  Mr.  I^ark’s 
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A'uunger  brotlier,  Thomas  F.  Lark,  was  ailmitted 
in  his  stead,  the  firm  name  hecoming  Lark  & 
Lark.  The  business  has  been  continued  with  a 
steadily  increasing  trade,  and  from  tliirty-five  to 
forty  people  are  now  employed  all  the  year  round. 

Mr.  Lark  married  Grace  xV.  Aucker,  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Sallie  (Deibler)  Aucker,  of  Shamo- 
kin,  and  their  children  are:  Henry  W.,  Jr.,  Erne- 
line  Boyer,  Sarah  Elizabeth,  Jacob  Aucker  and 
Frederick  Emanuel.  Mr.  Lark  is  a member  of 
St.  John's  Pcformed  Church,  and  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  consistory.  He  is  a director  of  the 
Central  Building  and  Loan  Association  of  Sham- 
okin,  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  original  di- 
rectors of  the  new  Dime  Trust  ft  Safe  Deposit 
Company,  of  Shamokin,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one 
of  the  substantial  citizens  of  that  borough,  highly 
respected  by  all  who  know  him. 

THOMAS  FPEDEKICK  LARK,  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Lark  & Lark,  manufacturers  of 
overalls,  coats  and  shirts,  is  one  of  the  rising  young 
business  men  of  Shamokin.  He  was  Ixirn  in  that 
city  April  18,  1883,  son  of  Emanuel  S.  and  Erne- 
line  (Boyer)  Lark,  his  father  being  the  present 
superintendent  of  the  Shamokin  cemetery. 

Mr.  Lark  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
attending  until  the  close  of  his  second  year  in  high 
school.  He  then  began  the  serious  business  of  life 
as  a bookkeeper  for  Warren  Unger,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  a period  of  seven  years.  In  May, 
1906,  he  entered  the  firm  of  Lark  & Malick,  and 
in  1908,  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Malick,  the 
name  w'as  changed  to  Lark  & Lark.  Mr.  Lark 
has  devoted  his  entire  time  to  business,  and  he 
is  highly  regarded  by  those  who  have  come  in 
contact  with  him.  He  has  high  principles,  and 
is  careful  and  conscientious  in  his  dealings. 

Mr.  Lark  wvas  married  to  Blanch  H.  Sowers, 
daughter  of  C.  L.  Sowers,  a well  known  merchant 
at  Shamokin.  To  this  union  have  been  born  two 
children,  Thomas  Chester  and  Dorothy  Blanche. 
Mr.  Lark  is  a meml)er  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  and  of  the  Triple  Links  Club.  His 
religions  connection  is  with  St.  John’s  Reformed 
Church. 


and  there  passed  his  youtli  and  early  manhood. 
xVbout  the  year  1855  he  came  to  Xorthumberland 
county,  locating  in  Ralplio  township,  where  he 
Imught  the  old  Daniel  Haas  farm  of  136  acres, 
l)esides  1,21  acres  of  woodland  known  as  the  Little 
^Mountain.  His  farm  was  near  the  Blue  church. 
He  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  upon  his  farm  March  31,  1886, 
when  he  was  aged  seventy  years,  tw'o  months, 
twenty-two  days.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Herb), 
daughter  of  Daniel  Herb,  was  born  in  Schuylkill 
county  near  the  Xorthumberland  county  line,  Oct. 
3,  18i9,  and  died  Dec.  23,  1900.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Hannah,  who  married  Samuel 
Savidge;  Lydia,  who  married  Fisher  Klase;  David 
II.:  Amelia;  Gabriel Joseph ; Charles:  Mary  E., 
who  married  J.  E.  Pensyl;  and  Sarah  J.,  who 
married  Isaac  Klase. 

David  H.  Snyder,  son  of  Isaac,  remained  with 
his  father  until  he  attained  his  majorit}",  mean- 
while obtaining  his  education  in  the  local  public 
schools.  For  the  next  four  years  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  Boughner  & Fredericks,  making  powder, 
and  at  the  end  of  tliat  time  began  farming,  buying 
part  of  the  old  homestead,  a tract  of  seventy  acres 
upon  which  he  settled,  following  farming  there 
until  a short  time  ago.  He  made  a success  of  his 
agricultural  operations,  and  was  a citizen  of  stand- 
ing and  enviable  reputation,  active  in  the  affairs 
of  his  township,  which  he  served  as  school  director 
and  overseer  of  the  poor.  He  was  also  well  known 
in  his  connection  with  the  Methodist  Church, 
which  he  served  as  class  leader  for  a period  of 
twenty  years.  In  politics  he  gives  his  support 
to  the  Prohibitionist  party.  In  1909  Mr.  Snyder 
gave  up  active  farm  work  and  moved  into  the  bor- 
ough of  Snydertown. 

Mr.  Snyder  married  Ursula  Repley,  who  was 
born  Sept.  26,  1845,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary 
E.  (Scout)  Repley,  and  died  Xov.  12,  1907;  she 
is  i)uried  at  the  Oak  Grove  church.  One  daughter 
was  borh  to  this  union,  Eulalia,  wife  of  George 
AV.  Cook ; they  reside  in  Ralpho  township.  On 
Fel).  13,  1910, 'Mr.  Snyder  married  (second) 
Clara  E.  Martz,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Kaseman)  Martz. 


DAVID  H.  SXYDER,  who  has  resided  in  the  BERXARD  E.  AD.\iMS,  proprietor  of  the 
borough  of  Snydertown  since  he  gave  up  farming,  ’‘Anthracite  Hotel,’’  at  Xo.  118  South  iMarket 
in  1909,  was  born  Sept.  25,  1845,  in  Schuylkill  street,  Shamokin,  and  one  of  the  best  known  resi- 
county.  Pa.,  and  comes  of  a family  of  German  dents  of  that  busy  city,  was  born  in  Upper  Ma- 
origin  which  has  long  been  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  hanoy  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  in  1837, 
Frederick  Snyder,  grandfatlier  of  David  II.  son  of  Gideon  and  Sarah  (Eshman)  Adams. 
Snyder,  was  a farmer,  and  lived  and  died  in  Eld-  There  are  numerous  representatives  of  the 
red  township,  Scbuylkill'  county.  He  was  twice  .A.dam  or  Adams  family  in  Xorthumberland  conn- 
married,  and  among  his  children  were  Gideon,  ty.  Its  liistorv  in  America  goes  back  to  the  first 
Isaac,  Samuel,  Peter,  Benneville,  Israel,  and  some  half  of  the  eighteentli  century,  wlien  .\nthony 
daughters.  Adam,  a potter  by  trade,  emigrated  to  these 

Isaac  Snyder,  son  of  Frederick,  was  born  Jan.  shores.  He  sailed  from  Rotterdam  on  the  snow 
9,  1816,  in  Eldred  township,  Scbuylkill  county,  “'Molly,”  commanded  by  Capt.  John  Cranch,  which 
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vessel  arrived  at  Pliiladelphia,  and  the  passengers, 
having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  English 
sovereign,  were  qualified  to  land  Oct.  26,  1741. 
Anthony  Adam’s  age  is  entered  on  the  passenger 
list  as  twent}’-five  years,  and  one  account  says  he 
was  born  in  the  Fatherland,  another  that  he  was  a 
French  Huguenot.  On  Feb.  7,  1748,  he  received 
from  the  proprietaries  of  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania a warrant  for  a tract  of  136  acres,  146 
perches  of  land  in  Albany  township,  Berks  county, 
then  a part  of  Philadelphia  county.  This  land  was 
surveyed  for  him  by  the  surveyor  general  of  the 
Province,  June  6,  1752.  It  is  probable  that  he  set- 
tled in  Albany  township  immediately  after  his  ar- 
rival in  the  Xew  World,  as  he  was  a settler  there 
in  1752,  and  he  witnessed  and  participated  in  the 
trying  times  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars.  His 
farm  is  now  in  the  possession  of  Xathan  Weisner, 
of  Pound  Top.  Albany  township,  Berks  county. 
On  Feb.  7,  1748,  he  also  received  a warrant  for 
a tract  of  135  acres,  47  perches  “above  Maxa- 
tawny,”  and  in  1761  he  sold  140  acres  of  his  land 
in  Albany  township  to  John  Eeinhard.  He  was 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Albrecht  Stimniel, 
of  Albany  township,  in  1766,  being  the  chief  cred- 
itor. His  administration  account  was  audited  and 
approved  in  December,  1768.  The  date  of  death 
of  Anthony  (or  Andoni,  as  he  wrote  his  name) 
Adam,  of  Albany  township,  is  not  known.  Xeitlier 
do  we  know  the  name  of  his  .wife,  but  it  is  known 
that  he  had  sons:  Abraham,  Anthony_and  Bern- 
hard,  who  moved  to  SchuylkiTTTounty,  Pa. ; and 
Peter. 

Xicholas  Adam,  the  ancestor  of  a large  number 
of  this  name,  possibly  another  son  of  Andoni,  was 
a native  of  Berks  county,  born  July  5,  1756,  and 
coming  to  Xorthumberland  settled  in  the  Swabian 
Creek  district,  in  what  is  now'  known  as  Washing- 
ton township.  He  was  a farmer,  owning  the  farm 
which  later  became  the  property  of  Isaac  Tryon, 
a large  tract,  and  he  also  owned  what  are  now  the 
farms  of  Xathan  Adams,  Mrs.  James  Troutman, 
Cornelius  Adams  and  Galen  Stepp,  besides  land 
along  the  deep  creek.  In  fact,  he  was  one  of  the 
most  extensive  land'owners  in  his  section.  He  died 
April  11,  1826,  and  is  buried  at  Himmel’s  church. 
His  death  was  caused  by  consumption.  His  w'ife, 
Anna  Maria,  nee  Ivaler,  1x>rn  March  3,  1763,  died 
Aug.  4,  1839.  His  sons  were:  John,  who  left 

children,  Gabriel  and  Xathaniel;  Gideon:  Absa- 
lom, mentioned  below:  Xicholas,  who  left  chil- 
dren', Abraham,  Xicholas,  Adam  and  daughters : 
Adam,  who  died  unmarried:  Bernhard;  and  sev- 
eral daughters. 

Ab?alom  Adam,  grandfather  of  Bernard  E. 
Adams,  was  evidently  a son  of  Xicholas,  was  bcmn 
at  Greenbrier,  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  dy- 
ing about  1849.  He  was  a farmer,  owning  prop- 
erty which  is  still  in  the  family  name,  the  farm 


nuw  owned  by  his’ grandson,  Xathan  Adams.  He 
w'as  a pioneer  in  Washington  township,  where  he 
came  to  live  when  the  land,  was  nearly  all  covered 
with  timber,  settling  in  the  hills  because  he 
thought  good  hay  could  be  grown  in  the  valleys. 
The  house  in  which  he  lived,  near  the  mountain, 
stood  for  many  years,  being  torn  down  by  Xathan 
Adams  in  1908.  Mr.  Adam  and  his  family  are 
buried  at  the  Hirlimel  church.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Wentzel,  died  before  him,  be- 
ing stricken  with  paralysis  while  engaged  in 
sweeping.  She  was  advanced  in  years  at  the  time. 
Ten  children  wore  born  to  this  couple : Leah 

married  Mr.  Williams;  Eliza  married  James 
Anders,  of  iMinersville : Pebecca  married  Abraham 
Bressler;  Sallie  married  Peter  Howerter : .Jestina 
married  Peter  Baer;  Hannah  manded  Henry 
Schroeder;  Grdeon  lived  in  the  Mahantango  Tal- 
ley, but  died  in  Shamokin,  when  over  eighty  years 
old;  Xicholas  is  mentioned  elsewhere;  Adam  lived 
many  years  in  Shamokin,  where  he  died  when 
nearly  seventy;  John,  who  had  lived  in  Illinois, 
died  on  the  field  of  battle  during  the  Civil  war. 

Gideon  Adams,  son  of  Absalom,  was  born  on  the 
homestead  in  1807,  and  died  at  Shamokin  in  1890. 
He  came  to  Shamokin  about  1866,  and  led  a retired 
life.  He  married  Sarah  Eshman,  who  died  aged 
sixty-five  t^ears.  Their  children  were:  John  H., 

mentioned  below  : Bernard  E. ; X.  Albert;  Harriet; 
Elizalieth,  and  Charlotte,  all  now  deceased  except 
Bernard. 

Bernard  E.  Adams  has  been  the  architect  of  his 
own  fortune.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  the  home 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  to  live 
with  Jacob  Maurer  as  hired  boy,  and  nine  months 
later  came  to  Shamokin,  where  he  found  work  at 
the  mason’s  trade,  building  bridges  for  the  Xorth- 
ern  Central  Pailroad  Company  between  Mt.  Car- 
mel and  Sunbury.  He  next  went  to  Stone  Valley, 
where  he  was  employed  in  a lime  quarry,  after 
which  he  worked  for  Gabriel  Herb  for  some  time. 
For  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  huckstering. 
In  1873  he  went  to  Locust  Gap,  and  there  worked 
at  the  stone  mason’s  trade  until  he  came  to  Sham- 
okin in  1865.  From  1867  to  1876  lie  worked  at 
his  trade  in  Freeburg.  For  thirty-five  years  he 
has  been  in  the  hotel  business  at  Shamokin,  and  is 
justly  popular  with  his  patrons.  He  also  operated 
one  of  the  largest  marble  yards  in  Shamokin  for 
several  years. 

In  1862  Mr.  Adams  enlisted  in  his  country’s 
service,  becoming  a member  of  Company  K,  172d 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  served  ten  months. 
He  is  a member  of  Lincoln  Po'^t,  G.  A.  P. : Sham- 
okin Lodge,  Xo.  255,  F.  & A.  1\[. : Sliamokin  Chap- 
ter. Xo.  264,  P.  M. ; Shamokin  Commandery, 
Xo.  77,  K.  T. : Bloomsburg  Consistory,  thirty-sec- 
ond degree;  Pajah  Temple,  .V.  A.  0.  X.  ]\L  S.,  of 
Peading;  and  the  Ped  Men.  In  politics  he  is  a 
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Pepubliean.  Y’itli  his  I'amily  he  attends  the  Ke- 
fonned  Church.  His  home  is  on  South  Market 
street. 

On  Feb.  22,  183S,  Mr.  Adams  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Anna  Arnold,  a native  of  Snyder 
county.  Pa.,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Anna  Arnold, 
of  that  countv.  Eleven  cliildren  blessed  this  un- 
ion: Henry  Franklin,  deceased;  Arthur  K.,  at 

home;  Pcrcival  A.,  deceased:  J.  Elmer,  deceased; 
Charles  0.,  a carpenter  in  Philadelphia  : 'William 
Clyde,  who  died  April  3,  1911;  Bernard  E.  Jr.,  of 
Portland,  Oregon : Sylvia,  who  married  W.  H. 
Happer  ; Warren  E. ; Anna  J.,  wife  of  Howmrd 
Knapp,  of  Portland,  Oregon  ; and  Mabel  F.,  who 
married  Merton  K.  Sausser,  of  Shamokin.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  .May  9,  1911,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  Shamokin  was  her  home 
for  over  fifty  years,  and  she  w'as  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  respected  residents  of  that  borough,  well 
known  to  many  and  beloved  of  all  who*  enjoyed 
her  acquaintance.  She  was  a member  of  Chapter 
Xo.  77,  0.  E.  S.,  of  ^Milton,  of  the  Ladies  Auxili- 
ary of  the  Knights  Templar,  and  of  Trinity  Luth- 
eran church.  She  left  twenty-five  grandchildren 
and  thirteen  great-grandchildren. 

JoHX  H.  Adams,  elder  brother  of  Bernard  E., 
was  born  in  Upper  Mahanoy  towmship  in  1834,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  From 
1857  to  1863  he  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
in  Upper  IMahanoy  township,  but  in  the  latter  year 
he  moved  to  Freeburg,  Snyder  county,  and  became 
a traveling  salesman  for  John  S.  Lentz,  whole- 
sale liquor  dealer.  In  1871  he  came  to  Shamokin. 
and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in  a mercantile 
business.  He  then  became  a member  of  the  firm 
of  Adams,  JIaldeman  & Co.,  wholesale  liquor  deal- 
ers, of  Philadelphia,  and  in  this  he  continued  for 
five  years.  In  1878  he  again  came  to  Shamokin, 
and  embarked  in  -the  inercantile  business,  part  of 
the  time  alone  and  part  with  partners,  being  thus 
engaged  until  he  sold  out  intending  to  retire.  In 
a short  time  lie  again  found  himself  drawn  into  the 
business  world,  and  after  a brief  connection  with 
the'wholesale  liquor  firm  of  Charles  F.  Stadiger 
& Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  he  established  a business 
of  his  OW'D  on  IMarket  street,  Shamokin,  where  he 
continued  until  his  death. 

In  1856  i\Ir.  Adams  married  Ellehna  H.,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Beisel,  and  they  had  three  children : 
John  Q.,  attorney  at  law.  now  deceased ; Emma 
E.,  widow  of  Thomas  F.  Foltz ; and  ilartha  J., 
wife  of  Francis  A.  IMiller.  Mr.  Adams  was  a 
stanch  Eeimblican  in  politics,  and  held  the  office 
of  justice  of  the  peace.  On  June  6,  1859,  he  was 
commissioned  a major  in  the  State  militia.  So- 
cially he  belonged  to  Sunbury  Ijodge,  Xo.  22,  F. 
& A.  ]\I. ; Shamokin  Cdiapter,  Xo.  .264,  E.  A.  IM. ; 
and  Prince  of  Peace  Commandery,  K.  T.,  of  Ash- 
land, Pennsylvania. 


SAYIDGE.  Benjamin  Savidge  was  a native  of 
Xew  Jersey,  and  came  to  this  part  of  Pennsylvania 
at  an  early  period,  settling  in  Montour  county, 
below  Washingtonville.  He  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. In  church  connection  he  was  a Baptist 
and  he  is  buried  at  Turbutville.  His  wife,  Esther 
Bond,  came  with  him  from  Xew  Jersey.  They 
were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children : Himter, 

John,  Samuel,  William,  Thomas,  Eobert,  Cath- 
arine (married  Lambert  Jarett),  Charlotte  (mar- 
ried James  IMcCartliy),  ^Margaret  (married  Al- 
fred Haycock),  Xancy  (married  James  Watts), 
Maria  (who  never  married),  and  three  who  died 
young. 

William  Savidge,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
near  Washingtonville,  IMontour  Co.,  Pa. and  died 
in  July,  1876.  He  was  a merchant  at  Turbutville 
many  years,  having  begun  clerking  at  Milton  and 
later  engaged  in  business  for  himself,  following 
the  same  line  until  four  years  before  Ids  death.  He 
also  served  as  postmaster.  In  ]X)litics  he  was  a 
Lemocrat,  and  served  as  school  director.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  Xational  Bank 
at  Milton,  and  served  as  director  of  same  until 
his  death.  In  religion  he  was  a Baptist.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth  (Staton),  was  a daughter  of  John  Sta- 
ton. Her  death,  in  September,  1870,  was  caused 
by  a lamp  explosion  in  their  residence  at  Turbut- 
ville, her  clothing  catching  fire;  she  died  four 
hours  later.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savidge  had  three  chil- 
dren; Sarah,  who  married  P. 'W.  Opp  (both  are 
deceased);  Benjamin;  and  Esther  H.,  who  mar- 
ried Jacob  McFarland. 

Benjamin  Savidge,  son  of  William,  is  a well 
known  merchant  of  Turbutville  and  a director  of 
the  Turbutville  Xational  Bank.  He  was 
born  Aug.  20,  1852,  was  educated  in  the  local 
schools  and  began  clerking  in  his  father's  store  at 
an  early  age.  After  assisting  him  until  1886  he 
began  business  for  himself,  succeeding  his  fa- 
ther at  Turbutville  in  the  general  mercantile  es- 
tablishment, and  he  now  has  the  leading  store 
and  stock  in  town.  He  has  the  homestead  prop- 
erty at  Lewistown  of  200  acres,  and  is  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  his  district.  In  1910  he  helped 
to  organize  the  Turbutville  Xational  Bank  and  is 
one  of  its  directors:  he  is  also  a director  of  the 
First  Xational  Bank  of  Milton,  Pa.  !Mr.  Savidge 
is  a Democrat  and  has  served  as  borough  auditor. 
He  and  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church, 
which  he  has  served  as  deacon  for  many  years. 

In  May,  1879,  31r.  Savidge  married  Sophia 
Eunyon,  daugh.ter  of  G.  B.  Eunyon.  of  Limestone 
townshiii,  Montour  Co.,  Pa.,  and  they  have  had 
six  children:  Elizabeth,  Barton  E.,  William, 

Hunter,  Euth  and  ^lyron. 

HEXEY  EICHAED,  of  Ralpho  township,  has 
passed  practically  all  his  life  on  the  farm  near 
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Elysbui'g  vhere  he  ?till  makes  liis  liome.  It  lias 
been  owned  by  three  successive  generations  of  the 
Richard  family,  his  grandfather,  xVndrew  Richard, 
having  owned  and  lived  on  the  place  before  this 
section  was  known  as  Ralpho  township.  He  had 
a tract  of  I'^O  acres,  followed  fanning  successful!}^, 
and  was  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  his  day. 
He  is  buried  at  the  Blue  church  in  Ralpho  town- 
ship. 

George  Richard,  son  of  *Cndrew,  was  born  in 
1802  in  what  is  now  Ralpho  township,  and  spent 
all  his  life  upon  the  fann,  dying  in  1875.  His 
wife,  Mary  (Polly)  Kulp,  born  in  1811,  died  in 
1883,  and  they  are  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  the 
Blue  church,  where  both  were  members.  They 
had  children  as  follows;  Sallie,  William,  DavicL 
Mary  Jane,  Lettie,  George,  Henry,  John,  Hannan 
and  Elizabeth. 

Henry  Richard,  sou  of  George  and  IMary  (Kulp) 
Richard,  was  born  July  8,  1833,  in  Ralpho  town- 
ship, near  where  he  now  resides.  He  obtained  his 
education  in  his  native  totvnship  and  remained 
upon  the  farm  with  his  father  until  the  latter's 
death,  after  which  the  property  came  into  his  pos- 
session. He  is  a well  known  and  highly  respected 
man,  one  of  the  oldest  farmers  in  his  township, 
and  has  the  good  will  and  friendship  of  all  with 
whom  lie  associates.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Richard  is  a Democrat,  but  he  has  never  taken  any 
active  part  in  party  affairs  or  public  matters.  He 
has  never  married. 

LOREXZO  I).  CHERRY,  who  has  a butcher 
Imsiness  and  farm  at  the  Weigh  Scales,  in  Sham- 
okin  township,  is  a son  of  the  late  Alba  B.  Cher- 
ry, who  founded  the  butcher  business  and  carried 
it  on  for  twenty  . years.  Mr.  Cherry  was  born  in 
Shamokin  township  Feb.  2,  1873.  His  great- 
grandfather came  to  America  in  the  early  days  of 
the  development  of  this  region  and  settled  in  the 
lower  part  of  X^orthumberland  county.  Pa.,  passing 
the  remainder  of  his  life  here.  Beyond  the  fact  that 
he  died  when  a young  man  little  is  known  concern- 
ing him.  His  son.  dohii  Cherry,  was  the  grandfa- 
ther of  Lorenzo  D.  Cherry.  Tliere  was  also  a son 
James,  who  settled  in  Center  county,  Pa.,  besides 
two  daughters,  IMary  and  Elizabeth. 

John  Cherry  lived  at  Hollowing  Run,  near 
Fisher's  Ferry,  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  and  there  followed  his  trade, 
that  of  blacksmith,  throughout  his  active  }’ears. 
He  died  there  when  comparatively  a young  man, 
and  is  buried  along  the  river  luuik  near  Fisher’s 
Ferry.  His  wife.  Elizabeth  (Persing),  died  Feb. 
32,  187G,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  three  months, 
thirteen  days,  and  is  buried  at  the  Blue  church 
in  Ralpho  township.  Her  father,  Philip  Persing, 
lived  to  be  101  years  old.  The  Persing  family  is 
an  old  and  prominent  one  in  X'orthumberland 
county.  Dir.  and  Mrs.  John  Cherry  had  the  fol- 


lowing children;  Catharine  married  David  ^loyer 
and  had  children,  IMahlon  (deceased),  John  (de- 
ceased), Mary  A.,  Clara,  Sarah  and  Henry  ; Eliz- 
aheth  married  Jonas  Himmel  and  had  children, 
Mary  A.,  Alice,  Sarah,  Isabella,  Jolin  and  Grant; 
Hannah  married  Solomon  Haas  and  they  had 
children,  Annie,  Hattie,  Ella,  Louis,  Ben,  Fienna, 
Charles  and  John  ; Jemima  married  Jared  Katiug 
and  their  children  were  Thomas,  John,  Annie, 
Mary,  James,  Joseph,  Laury  and  Alice  (they  re- 
moved to  Dushore,  in  Sullivan  county.  Pa.)  ; Sol- 
omon married  IMary  Krick  and  they  had  Agnes, 
Dcllie,  Mazie,  Solomon  and  Grant;  Samuel  mar- 
ried Salina  Campbell  and  (second)  Maria  Hig- 
gins, and  there  were  three  children  by  the  first 
union,  Theo,  John  and  Elizabeth;  Alba  B.  was  the 
father  of  Lorenzo  D.  Cherry.^ 

The  following  is  taken  from' a history  of  X^’orth- 
umberland  county  published  some  years  ago ; “The 
Cherry  family  was  early  represented  in  this  local- 
ity (Shamokin),  and  is  said  to  have  suffered  in  the 
Indian  depredations  of  the  RevolutionaiT  period. 
The  name  of  James  Cherry  appears  as  a taxable  in 
Shamokin  township  in  1788  ; he  Avas  probably  the 
first  settler,  and  cleared  land  at  Luke  Fidler, 
Springfield  and  elseAvhere,  residing  at  a house  sub- 
sequently known  as  Irich’s.  By  the  division  of  the 
Clark  tract  in  1803  John  Cherry  was  assigned  the 
lower  or  western  portion.  Joseph  Cherry  settled 
on  the  plat  near  Eagle  Run  brewery,  A\'here  ves- 
tiges of  his  improvements  Avere  visible  long  after 
his  residence  there  had  terminated.  Prior  to  the 
Avar  of  1813  Aliraham  Cherry  built  a sawmill  on 
Shamokin  creek  opposite  the  Cameron  colliery, 
and  near  it  stood  an  old  dwelling  house,  for  many 
A'ears  a landmark  in  this  section.  Another  mem- 
ber of  this  family  had  a distillery  on  the  hill  east 
of  Shamokin.” 

Alba  B.  Cherry,  son  of  John  Cherry,  was  born 
in  1831,  and  died  April  35,  1905,  aged.  seA'enty 
years,  nine  months,  nineteen  days.  In  early  life 
he  followed  railroading,  and  later  engaged  in 
farming  in  Irish  Valley,  in  Shamokin  toAvnship, 
where  about  1870  he  commenced  the  butcher  busi- 
ness noAv  conducted  by  his  son.  He  himself  carried 
it  on  until  1890,  after  which  he.  resumed  faianing, 
devoting  all  his  time  to  that  calling  until  his  death. 
He  married  Lavimi  Moyer,  Avho  Avas  born  in  1831, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Moyer,  of  Shamokin  toAvnship, 
and  died  IMay  30,  1900,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  ten 
months,  tAventy-onc  days.  Dir.  and  IMrs.  Cherry 
arc  buried  at  the  U[)per  Methodist  church  in 
Shamokin  township,  of  Avhich  church  they  Avere 
active  members.  They  Avere  the  parents  of  four 
children;  Dlalissa,  Hmma,  Edward  and  Lorenzo 
I).,  all  of  whom  are  deceased  except  'Lorenzo. 

Lorenzo  1).  Cherry  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  township  and  subsc((ucntly  learned 
the  butcher's  trade  Avith  his  fatlu>r.  In  1890  he 
took  (diarge  of  the  business,  A\’hich  ho  lias  since 
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coutinued,  having  a general  wholesale  and  retail 
trade  which,  has  shown  a steady  increase  under  his 
efficient  management.  In  1909  he  bought  the 
Isaac  Herb  farm,  upon  whicli  his  shop  is  located,  at 
Weigli  Scale.s  along  the  Paxinos  road  (his  post 
office  is  Paxinos).  All  the  buildings  upon  the 
property,  including  the  butcher  shop,  are  up-to- 
date  and  a credit  to  the  owner.  Mr.  Cherry  is  an 
able  business  man,  and  he  has  worked  hard  to 
achieve  his  success,  which  is  well  deserved. 

On  Oct.  11,  189'1,  Mr.  Cherry  married  Clarissa 
M.  Zimmerman.'  daughter  of  Michael  and  Clar- 
issa (Snyder)  Zimmerman,  and  they  have  three 
children ; Francis  E.,  Mary  E.  and  Dewey  A.  Mr. 
Cherry  votes  independently,  giving  his  support  to 
the  men  and  measures  he  likes  best.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

LEVI  M.  SHOOP,  grocer  and  dry  goods  mer- 
chant of  Shamokin,  is  a native  of  that  city  and  has 
spent  almost  all  of  his  business  years  there.  He 
has  had  his  present  establishment  since  1897,  and 
is  now  the  leading  merchant  in  the  west  end,  where 
his  honorable  and  progressive  mett^ods  have  gained 
him  favorable  standing. 

Mr.  Shoop  is  a great-grandson  of  Michael 
Shoop,  who  was  I)orn  in  the  Mahantango  Valley,  in 
Dauphin  county.  Pa.,  and  there  followed  farming. 
He  died  at  Berrysburg,  in  Dauphin  county. 
Michael  Shoop  married  Elizabeth  Kanarr,  daugh- 
ter of  Eev.  George  Kanarr,  an  Evangelical  min- 
ister who  had  two  sons,  Isaiah  and  Josiah,  who 
were  also  ministers.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shoop  were 
born  children  as  follows;  Eli  diecUat  Berrysburg, 
Pa. ; Caroline  married  Israel  Eeed  and  resides  in 
Nebraska ; Levi  was  the  grandfather  of  Levi  M. 
Shoop. 

Levi  Shoop,  son  of  ilichael,  was  born  Sept. 
13,  1830,  in  Dauphin  county.  Pa.,  and  died  in 
December.  1891,  in  Shamokin,  Pa.,  where  he  is 
buried.  He  came  to  Shamokin  in  1859  and  fol- 
lowed the  plastering  business  as  a contractor,  build- 
ing up  a steady  patronage  in  that  line,  in  which  he 
was  long  successfully  engaged.  He  was  well  known 
among  the  older  residents  of  Shamokin,  where  he 
had  many  friends.  In  1884  he  erected  a hand- 
some home,  now  occupied  by  his  grandson,  Levi 
M.  Shoop,  a fine  three-story  building  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Pine  and  Market  streets.  For  a time  he 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  connection 
wfith  his  other  business.  In  politics  he  was  a Ee- 
publican  and  interested  in  local  affairs,  serving  as 
assistant  burgess  of  Shamokin  and  also  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  council.  He  was  a liberal  contributor 
to  the  support  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and 
frateniallv  was  a Mason,  belonging  to  Shamokin 
Lodge,  No.  2oo,  F.  & A.  M..  and  also  a member 
of  the  I.  0.  0.  F. 

On  dan.  4,  1854,  iMr.  Shoop  married  Lydia 
Ilejilcr,  who  was  born  in  the  ^fahantango  Valley, 


in  Scliuylkill  couiih.  daughter  of  Eev.  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Dinger)  Hepler,  and  a descendant  of 
Casper  Hepler,  who  came  to  America  from  Ger- 
many and  settled  in  Schuylkill  county.  Casper 
llepler's  children  were:  Henry,  George,  Stotfel 

and  John.  John  Hepler,  son  of  Casper,  had  the 
following  children;  John,  Jacob,  George,  Peter, 
Sarah,  Lydia,  Eliza  and  Mary.  Eev.  John  Hep- 
ler,  son  of  John  and  grandson  of  Casper,  married 
Elizabeth  Dinger,  and  they  had  children  as  fol- 
lows : Emanuel,  John,  Madeline,  Susan,  Eliza- 

beth, Eebecca,  Catherine,  L}Mia  (Mrs.  Levi  Shoop) 
and  Eachel. 

To  Levi  and  Lydia  (Hepler)  Shoop  were  born 
eight  children,  viz. ; Emma  Jane  died  when  eight 
years  old;  Eev.  James  M.  is  the  father  of  Levi  M. 
Shoop  ; Sarah  A.  married  David  Zaring,  and  died 
at  Philadelphia;  Elizabeth  E.  (twin  of  Sarah  A.) 
died  when  three  years  old ; George  0.,  who  lives 
with  his  mother,  is  engaged  in  the  fire  insurance 
and  real  estate  business  at  Shamokin;  Charles  0.  is 
engaged  as  a plasterer  at  Shamokin  ; 'William  E. 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years;  Eobert  C.  is 
engaged  in  the  insurance  business  at  Shamokin. 
As  intimated,  the  mother  of  this  family  is  still 
living,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  making  her 
home  with  her  son  George  0.  in  Shamokin. 

Eev.  James  M.  Shoop  was  bom  Aug.  14,  1854,  in 
Dauphin  county.  Pa.,  at  A^alley  View.  He  began 
to  attend  public  school  before  he  came  to  Sham- 
okin with  his  parents,  when  nine  years  old,  and 
here  continued  his  education,  later  studying  at  the 
New  Berlin  Seminary,  from  which  he  Avas  gradu- 
ated. The  Evangelical  Board  sent  him  to  Marshall- 
town, Iowa,  on  his  first  charge,  and  he  returned 
East  after  a year  there.  He  has  since  been  located 
at  different  stations  of  the  church  in  Dauphin, 
Schuylkill  and  Berks  counties,  being  now  at  Dau- 
phin. Dauphin  county,  about  eight  miles  from 
Harrisburg.  He  still  has  interests  in  Shamokin, 
being  a.  large  pro]Aerty  holder  in  that  city. 

Mr.  Shoop  married  Lillie  A.  Werntz,  of  Schuyl- 
kill county,  and  they  have  had  five  children : Levi 
M.,  of  Shamokin  ; Catharine,  wife  of  Eev.  IVal- 
ter  Wogelmuth,  a Lutheran  minister  of  Fairfield, 
Iowa;  John  E.,  a mining  engineer  of  Shamokin, 
one  of  the  rising  young  men  of  that  city  (he  is  a 
member  of  Shamokin  Lodge,  No.  ’255,  F.  & A. 
M.)  ; Etfie,  who  died  in  1891.  aged  ten  years;  and 
Frederick,  who  is  engaged  in  the  piano  business  in 
Uuiontown,  Pennsylvania. 

Levi  M.  Shoop  was  born  at  Shamokin  Nov.  19, 
1875.  He  attenderl  public  school  at  the  different 
])laces  in  which  his  father  was  stationed.  His  first 
work  was  in  a squire's  office  in  Shamokin,  Avhere  he 
was  employed  as  stenographer,  and  after  nine 
months  in  that  position  he  engaged  in  the  insur- 
ance business.  ()nly  six  montlis  later  he  received 
■[)romotion.  becoming  assistant  superintendent  for 
the  Piudential  Company,  in  which  capacity  he  was 
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located  at  Suubury  for  a period  of  fourteen  months. 
\ He  has  since  been  in  the  grocery  and  dry  goods 
1 business,  whicli  he  began  in  1897,  and  which  in 

i the  intervening  years  lie  has  built  to  profitable  pro- 

I portions.  Ins  trade  being  constantly  on  the  in- 
1 crease.  He  is  now  the  leading  merchant  in  his 

! line  in  the  west  end  of  the  city,  and  is  very  well 

j known.  Still  a young  man,  he  has  made  a repu- 
1 tation  wliich  should  pave  the  way  for  continued 
' success. 

Mr.  Shoop  married  Gertrude  Seitz,  daughter  of 
William  A.  and  Eliza  M.  Seitz,  and  they  have  a 
family  of  three  children : Walter  A.,  Holden  B. 

and  Eussel  S. 

Fraternally  iMr.  Shoop  is  a prominent  Mason, 
being  a past  master  of  Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo.  ?o5, 
F.  & A.  M. ; past  liigli  priest  of  Shamokin  Chap- 
ter, Xo. 1».  A.  M. ; past  eminent  commander 
of  Shamokin  Commandery,  Xo.  77,  K.  T. : a mem- 
ber of  Williamsport  Consistory  (thirty-second  de- 
g;ree)  ; a member  of  Rajah  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  X. 
M.  S. ; and  a memlter  of  the  Temple  Club,  of 
Shamokin,  and  of  the  Acacia  Club,  of  Williams- 
port, Pa.  Mr.  Shoop  had  the  unusual  honor  of 
making  his  father,  an  uncle  and  a brother  Masons. 
He  is  also  a member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  IModern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
the  Red  Men. 

SAMUEL  L.  GARIXGER,  deceased,  contractor 
•of  Sunburv.  had  a number  of  contracts  for  public 
works  in  that  borough,  and  served  as  street  com- 
missioner, a position  for  which  his  special  ex- 
perience well  qualified  him.  He  was  a native  of 
tipper  Aitgusta  township,  this  county,  born  Oct.  1, 
185'3,  son  of  Charles  Garinger  and  grandson  of 
Samuel  Garinser.  He  died  in  Sunburv,  Pa.,  Jan. 
3,  1911.  . " ‘ . 

Samuel  Garinger  was  born  July  3,  1799,  in  Al- 
bany township.  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  in  an  early 
■<lay  came  to  Xorthumberland  county  with  one 
iMichael  Arnold.  He  lived  in  what  is  now  Upper 
Augusta  township,  having  a farm  of  over  one 
hundred  acres  at  the  end  of  the  Xarrows,  where 
he  caught  man}'  shad,  which  were  plentiful  there 
in  his  day.  He  died  Oct.  22,  187G,  on  his  farm 
near  Lantz's  Church,  in  what  is  now- Rockefeller 
township.  IMr.  Garinger  was  a Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, served  as  'upervisor  of  his  towuship,  and  was 
a popular  man  in  his  district;  he  was  a Lutheran, 
and  an  official  member  of  Lantz's  Union  Church. 
His  wife,  vSarah  (Conrad),  born  Sept.  22,  1801, 
■died  Xov.  20,  IS.lo.  They  had  children  as  folloAvs; 
(1)  Reuben,  boj-n  Dec.  23,  1822,  lived  in  Upper 
Augusta  township,  where  he  developed  and  im- 
proved the  farm  he  owned,  putting  up  the  build- 
ings on  that  ju’operty,  which  is  now  owned  by 
Elias  Boyer.  He  married  a Miss  Malick,  and 
their  children  were  Thomas  (who  was  drowned), 
fra,  Jane,  Julia  and  Frank.  Reuben  Garinger 
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met  an  accidental  dealh  April  21,  1878,  falling 
through  the  Shamokin  bridge,  below  Sunbury,  on 
his  way  home  from  council  meeting  at  Sunbury. 
(2)  Charles  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  John  lived 
in  Rockefeller  township.  (4)  Samuel.  (5)  Mrs. 
George  ^McCarthy.  (6)  Hettie  married  John 
Shipe,  of  Rockefeller  township.  (7)  Susan  mar- 
ried Lafayette  Haas,  of  Danville. 

Charles  Garinger  was  born  in  June,  1822,  in 
Rockefeller  township.  Locating  in  LTpper 
Augusta  township,  he  followed  milling  for  a time, 
and  later  became  a contractor,  making  a great 
success  of  his  business,  which  reached  important 
proportions.  He  Avas  given  many  large  contracts, 
doing  considerable  railroad  Avork  and  much  pub- 
lic construction  Avork,  including  the  X'orthern 
Central  double  track  from  Sunbury  to  Selinsgrove, 
the  Pine  Grove  bridge,  bridges  in  Connecticut  and 
other  large  undertakings.  In  1837  he  Avas  engaged 
in  railroad  building.  He  gave  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  men,  and  Avhile  at  Avork  in  Con- 
necticut kept  fifty-six  horses  for  the  Avork  in  hand, 
besides  four  or  fi\'e  yoke  of  oxen ; it  cost  him 
thirty  thousand  dollars  to  start  his  work  there. 
Mr.  Garinger  Avas  a man  of  forceful  character  and 
energy,  and  he  continued  in  active  business  until 
his  death,  Avhich  occurred  in  December,  1880.  He 
made  his  home  in  Sunbury  for  a number  of  years, 
served  as  a member  of  the  borough  council,  anfl 
Avas  at  one  time  a nominee  for  county  sheriff,  hut 
Avithdrew  his  name.  In  politics  originally  a Dem- 
ocrat, he  eventually  became  a Republican,  and  he 
Avas  a Lutheran  in  religious  faith.  Mr.  Garinger 
married  Deborah  Haas,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Haas,  and  she  stirvived  him  but  tAvo  weeks,  her 
death  occurring  in  the  year  1881.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : George  F. : Emma  Alice,  Avho 

married  R.  A.  Gass,  of  PurdytoAvn,  this  county; 
Samuel  L. ; Mary  Catliarine.  deceased,  Avho  Avas 
tl'.e  Avife  of  IVesley  W.  Jarrett,  of  Sunbury  ; tAvo 
Avho  are  deceased ; Charles  A.,  of  Sunbury ; Mar- 
garet L.,  married  to  J.  William  BartholomeAV' ; 
Adelia  Flora,  Avife  of  Dr.  R.  IT.  Savidge,  dentist, 
of  Sunbury;  and  Sarah  J.,  deceased,  avIao  married 
Ammon  Aurand. 

George  F.  Garinger,  DI.  D.,  Avas  born  ilarch  5, 
1830.  in  Upper  Augusta  toAvnship,  and  receiA'ed 
his  literary  education  in  the  Sunbury  schools.  He 
l)egan  reading  medicine  there  Avith  Dr.  D.  W. 
Shindel.  and  later  attended  defferson  IMedical  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  graduating  in  1873,  since  Avhen 
he  has  practicetl  his  profession  Avith  continuous 
success.  He  first  located  for  a short  time  in  Sny- 
der and  Lebanon  counties,  settling  in  Lower 
.\ugusta  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  in 
1870.  In  1873  he  married  Sadie  Smith,  daughter 
i)f  George  Smith,  of  Troxelville,  Snyder  county, 
and  they  have  had  one  child,  Mary  Adia.  The 
Doctor  and  his  Avife  are  members  of  the  Lutlieran 
Clmrcii,  and  he  is  a Republican  in  jiolitics. 


'i  'A. 


l wi»^''  't«l(i»filJ»«-  fihf  4 i<ji  T-njitofi^'  !x>)awt'  .1 


’4Uff!K-J;  3:HI 
Off  ^fc^^dmlS 


.if 


-’PM" 

n »^'  T 


a 


11$  •froiiK)  af4wflj»d0  idi  i^L  w , , ,,.  „.„ 


. iiilrnnil  .-jaair  J:  .pkert  ’^ttUifv"^  fljifi  .n’^oni^ 

ifi  /•^'^if  .**ia?'.  in  auml  »nt/  I^*^ftrtj30- »«itwIf>-  ‘’ 

Tii.iqU  ffi  i)nUa'^oJ  .(jiiftoW  .,'  . '”  ■ ‘'«^  , , ;„v;"  ■ 

.'imir  A v>l  7<TiII)j>i  f>'.wo(Sol  '»rf  ,<}ii:fert'«ol  &f>jj^t'i>0  f[o«.ilJ?  »*iK 

i^u/Jfxu  ^toi'.»Kj,tfM7?j  n •urtfts'Hii  'l■^f*u^  l»fta  .1^;^ 

.,,A  'bt4i>  'to  vjil 


N'or^ 


Jiiai'joqiiu  £'Ml->ttii-7  iWri.«?*  ,6«9ni'ifjii  eM  Jo 
,hh>'.i<roj  Y nfcm . b sfw  oJl  .ftiiothoq«$|%  > 


•u  iq  /bfun 


^ ' '•  ■'■  ^ ba«uA'fci 

tn^^dinotC  sfl;  jtniltifJoar  t4'jov?  ao/i  — •■  - »#.5  ■ .-»:.  . t...  t .ftrn  „..Ak--.. ;..  vx.**_i 

- oi  m^nt  tJ-jru 

iuu5  ri,  «ysiifh<l  ualT'Sj#  i^WSfRo^  .imaia^  i««m  ylC  ,/»  .*1  iJtOS>.o5C  .Ysi' 

.UV/  0i(  (ll  ,.i:^rJ:J)yf-fi}bais  J ^ -X  Sf  .'OX  ,Vwf‘llfl«JMbO  r.i ^ofllBijl^  Jo 

j;.  c4  ;t!'bwv»3<{.)ft.*i  a?'B'g  ;3.0  ft50ti»aT:K:fli';';:i^^  vtoleifeiftO'; 

"J!oD  /li  pi'ioTv  iiii  ftlliw  fmrt  ,n‘im,  Jo.  A .d^^ityf&T 

Jiiirni  ni  j2-jo'«  oHi  wt  ^norf  jis-vifitiqoi  olQnbT'  ;>rfi  Vo  &n4,  :.3  ili 

mid  jiTb  3s  ; -Vxs.  lo  'jiiol 

■ aid,.  iH  -/.neJiiAf*  liae^LwaiJir^bJi^f^tSo'  £>cfl  d00il3..*'jM  ' ,b'X  . 

« w t'ijuihsiki  iaktoliM  wDotd  & jbt!^  ^brtfi  xtft 


bliA'TSiJ'mMXW  iwlfbTi^  Jo 


hfif  .I-ti<td'*:  rpinsry  i»A  .■fiMuios'- 
fi  7jl«‘;u;grAV  xti 

fHi  ietin  jityjfhJihj'fii  S >Wiib 

fHSfii'sfif:)  riJC  ,(J-;/i)i) ... .....  „,., 

5i-i  T.d^£^.uj>fc,  .»fij-{<Kfe(t''  /<ollifMH|)  ffy'w 

’iy.d  o7i(£'  tfiti,  £o'i<d  -twtACm  ■ aila;  bm.\M  ««;aas  '.qTfifcn-f/oj  , 

'fiff^ithd  Y;Ol‘r  '<)(</  t»ji;!  jyi  T2nrtTU0W  m bi;^tTfrl80'^- ^'disd'l  lo  ,I108^ 

mlyf  ' ^ ; «f/o!K  ttii  ^vn  .bgnhaiS.  ll 

r^iiijRoa  Ji.  ,13  ::r. v,  ■ "f- 


ii'i'/ 


t .v.«  ’ 

■fp>  >.  v~Tf.(U'(i<.^.  id  ,J.3.',v>'iM‘t.  , '?/  vidsaW  k>  fliJijSB' 


■734?'/.  ■■;;ruwla!fh  V< 


...A 


rHi?'ftv;r,j 


fwBOoai'i  STfi  :J^v;.  d,irrB.l^  yxirtBO 

v«»i''io'Jo>iid;d.i  ,X  ol  f>';sittisoj  ..41^i}'n■^;/ .Mr;:('iA.  be.  _ 

,3i  <|I ' ,,-rfi  io'.oliv/'.:,KY«Vl  ..<ji  ..flia'ii]| 

,%■  nt,  mV  aidJ  -iivT  ..(T'vlA  ..*'4jj«it40.'/i  '•»3^imt>;iK<L 

i507j<.>301  JjiJC-,  . fif£v;ii:2/:(:>i  «T 


•JI 

.// 


.r-Und^  -1  min ' al'iy/t»4Mcfii9: 'cwisli! 


sYOW^tf^»^fiYf  fyUt'iAa 

j;«d'  ’ KU’)  ^hXBX  j S " 4^0- ’fy.uhXli  , 

feniV'  ni  .HaiiJiD  i»atf 


.M'  .'jfr  dn-;/'  .■ab.d’*' 


-io'J  i’j.i^b^^^. ■ii.if^.'! ^ idjfi.q-. j'b  ttfla,  ^ir W ^.buTisii}):  iill  ai'Uaai 'i liiiJCf;^' 

XT'jdw  'bnfs  eiJ'T^C  je^  to,99frfirtO(n-rftioiBo  M,‘ftd 

U Yf  rfS  A A A^  id  4 & /n  AA*  /■  ^ ./.Jar.*  # «kij»  .jfl  •.  Cl#.  /*■.  A.L.*  li  » . A..  #'X  . if'  ' ~ Jp'jM  V.  ' aW  ..  .^  J 'S.  im*d  . 1 ##a»  a.  . a • BuS^ 


m limXl 


i*>  *a,iri.#ia-  >'  lakij'li  Jhki  !j.‘*j8-  ....  .#  .^  .14. lu  . •«_<>.•.  ■ Jkta^ujLT.A-if^glLw’  ■>-&.■  f:.  ,.  '•■#  #a  aOB-i,  .1 


fPiaihisJ'  ih«$ 


-V  tteJ  fii  .otnij 

i*«!r«>Ji  lii  . A<bi),xt(«#'i 

tfi  ndiirba^lri^  ii»i<s  .’i 

;jadT  YaifeA 
t!a7(id}i/J  or|| 


.StSX  .d  f .wCi  ortoil'  .nydibJi  ( jt) 


aiFii.rifl''  ydt'  dyvoiqr  'E 


,‘n 


640 


XO  KT  nu  B E I ; 1 > A X I)  C 0 U X T Y,  I’E  X X S Y LYX  X I A 


Siunuel  L.  Gariim’ci-  attended  the  public  schools 
and  Suuhurv  Academy,  spending  his  boyliood  and 
youth  in  Suubun',  where  the  family  settled  when 
he  was  very  young.  Tn  young  manhood  he  learnetl 
the  butcher's  trade,  which  he  followed  For  about 
ten  years  in  Sunl)ury,  but  in  1881  he  took  up 
contracting,  which  lie  has  followed  successfully 
ever  since.  The  substantial  qualities  of  his  work 
have  been  well  proved  in  the  numerous  public 
contracts  he  has  filled  in  his  home  locality.  In 
1893  lie  built  the  Biver  Bank  in  Sunbury,  an  im- 
mense undertaking,  over  nine  thousand  perches 
of  stone  having  been  used  in  the  ccnstruction  work. 
He  built  the  Suulmry  reservoir,  in  which  work  he 
employed  eighty-five  men,  twenty-six  horses  and 
carts  and  a six-horse  plow.  Most  of  the  streets  in 
Sunbury  ha\c  been  improved  by  him  ; he  built  two 
streets  for  the  borough  by  contract,  and  has  clone 
the  rest  of  that  kind  of  the  public  evork  by  the  day. 
At  Biverside  he  was  given  the  large  c-outract  for 
cutting  away  the  hillside,  bn  which  he  employed 
as  many  as  seveaty-tive  men.  Besides,  he  has  had 
many  lesser  jobs,  has  built  two  double  houses  and 
one  single  residence  for  himself,  and  has  left  many 
creditable  evidences  of  his  ability  and  reliability 
in  construction  work  all  over  this  vicinity.  The 
nature  of  the  contracts  intrusted  to  him  shows  the 
confidence  he  has  won  in  his  honorable  fulfillment 
of  every  enterprise  he  undertakes.  He  is  a Ee- 
publican  in  politics  and  has  served  as  street  com- 
missioner in  Sunbury. 

Mr.  Garinger  married  Mary  Louisa  Miller, 
daughter  of  John  C.  IMfiHer,  of  Sunbury.  They 
had  no  children.  i\Irs.  Garinger  died  in  1891,  at 
the  age  of  forty-two  years,  and  is  buried  in  Pom- 
fret  Manor  cemetery.  ,He  died  Jan.  3,  1911,  and 
is  buried  beside  his  wife. 

BYROX  IV.  KBIXER,  of  Mount  Carmel, 
Xorthumberland  county,  is  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent members  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  cen- 
tral Pennsylvania  and  engaged  in  the  business 
world  as  private  secretary  to  William  R.  Reinhardt, 
superintendent  of  the  Mineral  Railroad  & l\[in- 
ing  Company,  wlrose  offices  are  at  Shamokin.  !Mr. 
Kriner  was  liorn  Sept.  9,  1860,  at  'Williamsport, 
Pa.,  and  is  a son  of  Hugh  Wilson  Kriner  and 
grandson  of  Henry  Kriner. 

Henry  Kriner  came  to  this  country  from  Eng- 
land and  located  in  the  Warrior  Run  Valley,  in 
Delaware  township,  Xorthumberland  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  followed  farming.  He  died  in  1878, 
aged  eighty-two  years,  and  is  buried  at  the  historic 
Warrior  Run  Presliyterian  Church,  of  which  he  was 
a member.  His  wife  died  when  yet  a young 
woman,  and  Byron  Vi.  Kriner  has  two  silver  spoons 
which  he  treasures  as  mementoes  of  his  grand- 
mother, both  bearing  the  letter  “C,”  one  of  the 
initials  of  her  name.  Four  children  were  bora  to 
Mr.  and  IMrs.  Henry  Kriner;  Richard,  who  lives 


near  iMcEwensvillc : Anna  (deceased),  Mrs.  Ilam- 
inond  .McKee  ; IMrs.  Scott,  whose , husband  and 
family  live  in  Ohio ; and  Hugh  Wilson. 

Hugh  'Wilson  Kriner  was  born  in  1834  in  the 
Warrior  Run  district,  near  iMuncy  Hill,  and  is 
jokingly  called  by  his  children  the  “Muncy  Hill 
scout.”  With  the  exception  of  two  years,  he  has 
lived  in  Pottsville.  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  since  1869.' 
Learning  the  trade  of  carpenter  in  his  early  life, 
he  has  continued  to  follow  it.  from  1869  to  1877 
being  foreman  at  the  'William  Bu«-hlcy  planing 
]nills  at  Pottsville.  He  then  moved  to  Williams- 
port, where  he  was  connected  with  the  old  Otto 
mills  in  the  same  capacity  two  years,  at  the  end 
of  that  period  returning  to  Pottsville  to  start  irp' 
the  machinery  of  the  Saylor  planing  mill.  Later 
in  the  same  year  he  set  up  the  machinery  of  the 
car  building  department  of  the  Philadelphia 
Y Reading  Coal  and  Iron  Company's  Pottsville 
shops  and  assumed  charge  of  same,  and  has  been 
thus  engaged  continuously  since.  IMr.  Kriner 
makes  his  home  on  Eighth  street,  Pottsville.  He 
is  a man  of  the  highest  personal  standing,  a good 
citizen,  and  held  in  universal  esteem.  At  one- 
time he  held  memhership  in  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  Kroner  married  Susan  Wise,  who  v\  as  bora 
Jan.  3?,  1834,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Elizabeth 
(Ott)  "Wise,  of  "Williamsport,  and  died  Xov.  7,. 
1895.  She  is  buried  at_  Pottsville.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kriner  had  a family  of  three  children;  Jennie,, 
married  to  John  R.  IMortimer,  who  has  charge 
of  the  jol^  printing  department  of  the  Eagle,  at 
Reading,  Pa. ; Byron  W. ; and  Henry,  who  died 
when  eighteen  months  old. 

Byron  W.  Kriner  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Pottsville  and  at  Dickinson  Seminarv’,, 
Williamsport,  after  which  he  began  work  as  ship- 
per at  Pottsville  for  the  Philadelphia  Y Reading 
Coal  and  Iron  Company.  He  was  then  private 
secretary  to  E.  F.  C.  Da\is,  mechanical  engineer 
of  the  same  compan}',  for  some  yeai’s,  and  when  the 
management  changed,  in  1891.  he  continued  in 
the  same  capaciW  with  John  Wood,  the  present 
superintendent  of  the  com])any's  shop,  until  1893. 
In  that  year  he  was  appointed  purchasing  agent 
of  the  Union  (,'oal  Company,  Ijeing  thus  engaged 
until  that  company  was  absorbed  by  the  Susque- 
hanna Coal  Conq)any,  in  1904,  when  he  became 
private  secretary  to  IMr.  Beiidiardt.  He  has  served 
in  that  capacity  since,  his  long  experience  and  effi- 
ciency making  him  a valuable  assistant.  The  office- 
of  the  company  is  at  Shamokin.  hut  Mr.  Kriner 
makes  his  home  at  klount  Carmel.  lie  served  in 
the  capacity  of  School  Director  of  his  town  for  a 
period  of  twelve  years  from  1897,  lieing  president 
of  the  hoard  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Kriner's  activity  in  the  IMasonic  fraternitv 
hits  made  him  widely  known  in  central  Pennstd- 
vania.  He  is  a memlicr  and  past  master  of  Blount 
Carmel  Lodge,  Xo.  378,  F.  A.  ^1.,  was  secretarw 
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oi'  tiiat  lodii'e  for  ^ix  years  and  from  1901  to  1011, 
w'hen  he  resigned,  was  secretary  of  the  Fraternity 
Club,  in  which  he  has  licld  membership  since  190i. 
He  is  also  president  of  tlie  Masonic  Hall  Associ- 
ation, holding  that'  position  from  the  first  meet- 
ing held  to  talk  over  the  building  project.  He  is  a 
member,  past  high  priest,  and  ntember  of  the  hoard 
of  trustees  of  Shamokin  Chapter,  Xo.  261.  Ih  A. 
M. ; member,  past  eminent  commander  and  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Shamokin  Com- 
mandery,  Xo.  77,  K.  d\;  a member  of  Adonii'am 
Council,  Xo.  26,  E.  & S.  M.,  of  IVillianisport,  Pa. ; 
a member  of  'Williamsport  Consistory,  Xo.  1,  thir- 
ty-second degree;  a member  of  Pajah  Temple, 
A.  A.  0.  X.  M.  S.,  of  Reading ; and  a charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Temple  Club  of  Shamokin.  He  was 
appointed  to  office  in  the  consistory,  but  could  not 
serve  because  of  the  inconvenient  location.  In 
1909,  at  Lancaster,  he  received  appointment  as 
grand  marshal  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Penn- 
sylvania from  R.  "W.  Grand  Commander  J ohn  F. 
Laedlein.  He  has  also  been  active  in  the  Elks  and 
the  Odd  Fellows,  being  a past  grand  of  i\Iiners 
Lodge,  Xo.  20,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  of  Pottsville,  and  past 
chief  patriarch  of  Franklin  Encampment,  Xo.  4,  of 
Pottsville,  and  he  was  elected  exalted  ruler  of 
Lodge  Xo.  3.55,  B.  P.  0.  Elks,  of  Mount  Carmel, 
at  its  institution. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  at  Mount  Carmel 
counts  Mr.  Kriner  among  its  active  workers,  he 
being  secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees  at  the 
present  time.  The  ceremonies  at  the  laying  of  the 
corner  stone  of  this  church,  which  were  public, 
were  held  Oct.  27,  1907,  and  were  largely  attended, 
the  affair  being  one  long  to  be  remembered : the 
corner  stone  was  laid  by  Lodge  Xo.  378,  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  Mount  Carmel,  Hon.  Frederick  A.  God- 
eharles  acting  as  R.  ~W.  Grand  Master  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  l\Ir.  Ivriner  as  deputy. 

In  1884  Mr.  Ivriner  married  Kate  Geier,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  and  Lavina  Geier,  of  Pottsville, 
Pa.,  and  they  had  one  child,  Thomas,  who  died  in 
1886.  Mrs.  Kriner  died  Jan.  3,  1890,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-nine  years,  and  she  an,d  her  son  are 
buried  in  the  Charles  Baber  cemetery  at  Potts- 
ville.  In  1893  Mr.  Kriner  married  (second)  Mar- 
garet S.  Cascaden,  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Sproul)  Cascaden,  of  Phoenixville,  Pa. 
They  have  had  three  children,  George  C..  Eleanor 
W.  and  Margaret  E. 

George  Casc-VDEX'  Krixer.  born  at  Mount  Car- 
mel May  25,  1894,  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  place  and  was  a member 
of  the  1911  graduating  class — the  first  class  under 
a four  years’  term. 

On  April  20th  a competitive  examination  was 
held  at  Blnomsburg  for  candidates  for  the  Xaval 
Academy  at  Annapolis,  and  George  won  the  ap- 
pointment of  principal.  His  parents  sent  him  to 
41 
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IVcrntz  preparatory  school  at  Annapolis,  where 
lie  had  six  weeks  of  preparatoiy  work,  and  on 
June  21,  22,  23  and  24  underwent  a most  rigid 
mental  examination,  on  July  3d  finishing  with 
his  physical  examinations,  both  of  which  he  passed 
successfully  and  entered  the  Xaval  Academy  July 
5,  1911,  as  a midshipman.  He  is  a fine  specimen 
of  manhood,  six  feet,  one  inch  in  height  and  weigh- 
ing 170  pounds. 

FRAXK  ZIMMERMAX,  a representative 
young  business  man  of  Shamokin,  was  born  Oct. 
30,  1868,  in  'Wayne  township,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa. 
He  is  the  son  of  Abraham  Zimmerman,  Jr.,  and 
grandson  of  Abraham  Zimmerman,  Sr.,  both  de- 
ceased. 

Among  those  who  emigrated  to  America  from 
Germany  in  the  Colonial  period  was  one  IMichael 
Zimmerman,  the  present  Mr.  Zimmerman's  great- 
grandfather. He  settled  in  the  upper  part  of 
Berks  county,  Pa.,  and  lived  in  that  section  until 
his  death.  There  Abraham  Zimmerman,  Sr.,  son 
of  Michael,  was  born.  Later  he  removed  from 
Berks  county  to  Schuylkill  county,  locating  at 
what  is  known  as  Sculp’s  Hill,  this  locality  being 
about  one  and  a half  miles  southeast  of  Landing- 
ville.  In  later  years  the  Zuber  family  came  into 
possession  of  the  Zirnmennan  farm.  Both  Abra- 
ham Zimmerman  and  his  wife,  who  before  mar- 
riage was  Dlaria  Greenawalt,  are  buried  in  the 
Reel  Church  cemetery,  situated  in  East  Bninswick 
township,  Schuylkill  county.  Seven  children 
blessed  the  home  of  this  couple,  viz. : Polly,  who 
became  Mrs.  Daniel  Dewalt;  Fiaetta,  who  became 
Mrs,  Daniel  Freeman;  Caroline,  the  wife  of 
Charles  A'ainnkessel ; Sarah,  wife  of  Hiram  Mey- 
er: Isaac,  who  died  in  Schuylkill  county;  Daniel, 
whose  death  occurred  in  Upper  Bern  township, 
Berks  county  ; and  Abraham,  Jr. 

The  last  named  was  born  Feb.  3,  1818,  and 
died  May  28,  1897.  His  vocation  was  that  of 
cobbler,  at  which  occupation  he  worked  during  his 
entire  active  life.  Eliza  Weaver,  whom  he  mar- 
ried, was  born  July  5,  1838,  and  died  Feb.  6, 
1897.  They  are  hulled  at  Auburn,  Schuylkill 
county.  -They  were  the  parents  of  tlie  following 
children : Frank,  referred  to  in  the  following  para- 
graphs; Charles,  of  Shamokin,  married  to  Susan 
Berger  and  father  of  two  children.  'S'esta  and 
Lottie;  and  Susana,  wife  of  William  H.  Ketner, 
of  Shamokin.  and  mother  of  two  sons,  John  II. 
Ketner,  city  editor  of  the  Shamokin  Dispatch,  and 
Clyde  F.  Ketner,  a reporter  on  the  Shamokin 
News. 

Frank  Zimmerman,  referred  to  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  article,  came  to  Shamokin  in  1887. 
from  Landingville.  Schuylkill  county,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  W.  J.  Fehihoff,  wholesale  liquor 
dealer,  as  a clerk  and  bookkeeper,  serving  his  em- 
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plover  always  faithfiill  v,  conscientiously  aiul  to  the 
best  of  liis  ability.  Hi'  occupied  his  spare  Lime 
and  evenings  studying  business  methods  in  the 
JShamokin  business  college.  This  time,  which  was 
so  valualdy  passed,  yielded  an  ample  reward  in 
later  years.  The  young  bookkeeper  soon  won  the 
favor  and  confidence  of  his  employer  through  his 
progressive  tactics,  and  by  dint  of  hard  toil,  faith- 
ful and  diligent  application,  and  business  acumen, 
a combination  of  cjualities  destined  to  make  itself 
felt  in  the  Shamokin  business  world  within  a few 
.=ihort  years.  This  constant  attention  to  l)usiuess 
waiTanted  the  young  man’s  em])loyer  in  placing 
sufficient  confidence  in  him  to  make  it  his  last  re- 
quest that  his  business  should  be  continued  under 
Mr.  Zimmerman's  management,  making  him  the 
responsible  manager  of  the  business.  In  1895  Mr. 
FeldhofE  died  and  his  interests  have  since  been 
retained  by  his  Avidow,  Avho  at  present  resides  at 
Allentown.  Mr.  ZimmeiTnan  was  then  admitted 
as  a partner,  the  duties  of  the  management  de- 
volving upon  him.  The  firm  is  known  as  Feld- 
hoff  & Zimmerman. 

During  the  administration  of  the  new  partner’s 
employer,  the  establishment  had  been  known  for 
its  excellent  facilities,  its  reliability  and  complete 
line  of  stock.  However,  it  was  only  a short  time 
before  the  new  manager  made  decided  improve- 
ments. -V  heavier  and  more  complete  stock  of  im- 
ported and  domestic  wine^,  gins,  brandies,  cordials, 
straight  and  blended  whiskies,  etc.,  Avas  secured, 
and  the  facilities  Avere  made  the  very  best,  enabling 
the  fiiTn  'to  supply  the  constantly  and  rapidly 
growing  trade  in  the  largest  quantities  on  the 
shortest  notice,  and  to  quote  prices  and  terms 
Avhich  made  it  possible  for  Mr.  Zimmerman  to 
canvass  this  section  of  the  State  and  vie  Avith 
the  largest  and  best  houses  in  Pennsylvania  Avith 
his  stock  of  goods.  The  trade  noAv  extends  over 
a radius  of  one  lumdred  miles  from  Shamokin, 
covering  all  the  territon’  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  The  house  has  been  so  long  established, 
and  the  firm  name  so  well  knoAvn,  that  its  repu- 
tation as  to  reliability,  to  the  age,  value  and  qual- 
ity of  its  supplies  to-day  is  accepted  Avithout  ques- 
tion by  many  Avho  have  dealt'  Avith  the  establish- 
ment for  years.  In  this  State  the  house  has  a 
reputation  second  to  none. 

SeA'eral  yeai’s  ago  i\Ir.  Zimmerman's  business  in- 
stinct made  him  realize  that  the  quarters  occupied 
for  so  many  years  by  the  firm,  the  site  of  the 
present  federal  building,  Avere  inadequate  to  meet 
the  growing  demands  of  the  business.  He  accord- 
ingly negotiated  a deal  Avhereby  he  purchased  the 
large  three-story  brick.  Imnvnstone  front  building 
and  other  valuable  property.  Here  it  Avas  ])ossi- 
ble  to  carry  out  more  tliorougli  ideas,  to  modern- 
ize and  greatly  increase  the  business.  The  broAvn- 
stone  front  building  is  located  at  Xo.  326  East 
Sunbury  street,  and,  as  Avell  as  being  one  of  the 


largest  of  Shamokin's  business  structures,  is  one 
of  the  handsomest. 

Mr.  Zimmerman  is  also  a member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Dime  Tnist  and  Safe  Deposit 
Company,  one  of  Shamokin's  solid  banking  insti- 
tutions, and  is  an  active  Avorker  in  the  interests 
of  this  company. 

He  married  Katie,  daughter  of  Simon  Dunkel- 
berger,  and  has  five  liriglit  children,  Helen,  Lee. 
George,  Ralph  and  Catharine.  The  family  attend 
the  Lutheran  Church. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Zimmennan  is  affiliated  AA'ith 
Shamokin  Lodge',  Xo.  255,  F.  & A.  M. ; Shamo- 
kin Chapter,  Xo.  261,  R.  A.  M. ; the  Temple  Club; 
Lodge  Xo.  355,  B.  P.  0.  E. ; Tahgahjute  Tribe, 
Xo.  415,  Improved  0.  R.  M. ; and  Camp  Xo.  30, 
P.  0.  S.'  of  A. 

KETXER.  The  records  of  Zion’s  Kirche  (the 
Red  Church),  in  West  BrunsAvick  toAvmship, 
Schuylkill  county,  one  and  a half  miles  soutliAvest 
of  OrAA'igsburg,  Schuylkill  county,  tell  of  the  firing, 
in  1755,  by  the  Indians,  of  the  first  log  church 
just  completed  by  the  settlers,  the  massacring  of 
the  people  and  the  laying  of  their  homes  in  aslies. 
Those  Arho  could  escape,  among  them  Henrich 
Adam  Ketner  and  his  Avife  Katharine,  avIio  came 
there  in  1755,  fled  across  the  Blue  mountains 
into  Berks  county ; subsequently  returning  Avith 
others,  they  built  the  church  and  reestablished 
their  homes.  It  Avas  at  this  date  that  a frightful 
massacre  occurred  at  the  site  of  Avhat  is  noAv  Or- 
Avigsburg.  The  old  Red  church,  near  OrAvigsburg, 
AA'as  built  in  1754,  and  has  since  been  rebuilt  four 
different  times. 

John  D.  Ketner,  a moderately  Avealthy  resident 
of  Pueblo,  Colo.,  is  a descendant  of  these  pioneers. 
One  of  his  sons,  William  H.  Ketner.  resides  in 
Shamokin.  Pa.  -The  son  of  the  latter,  John  II. 
Ketner,  is  at  present  employed  in  the  capacity 
of  city  editor  of  the  Shamokin  Dispatch.  An- 
other son,  Clyde  F.  Ketner,  is  doing  reportorial 
work  on  the  Shamokin  Xews.  Both  are  graduates 
of  the  Shamokin  high  school,  the  fonner  leaving 
that  institution  in  1909  and  the  latter  in  19li. 
Mrs.  W.  If.  Ketner  is  a sister  to  Frank  Zimmer- 
man of  the  Arm  of  Feldhoff  d'  Zimmerman,  Sha- 
mokin, Pennsylvania. 

These  are  the  only  Ketners  in  Shamokin,  Avith 
the  exception  of  a Robert  Ketner,  a distant  rela- 
tion, Avho  Ha'cs  Avith  a AYn  Onner  family,  at  the 
corner  of  Chestnut  and  Market  streets,  and  Mrs. 
C.  C.  Leader,  Avhose  maiden  name  Avas  Ketner 
and  Avho  is  a relative  of  W.  II.  Ketner.  Miss 
Carrie  Ketner,  sister  of  Airs.  C.  C.  Leader,  resides 
at  Alount  Carmel.  Other  Ketners  are  scattered 
thoughout  Schuylkill  and  Berks  counties,  a num- 
ber of  them  being  located  in  Reading,  Pottsville, 
Orwigsburg,  Ilamlmrg,  Auburn.  Pinedale  and  oth- 
er places.  Several  are  oAvners  of  industrial  plants. 
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The  original  homo  of  W.  H.  Ketner  and  faznily 
is  at  Auhnrn,  Schuvlkill  county,  from  which  place 
they  came  to  Shamokin  about  1896. 

HARRY  LANDAU,  who  has  been  superintend- 
ent of  tlie  Sunbury  M'ater  Contpanv  since  1909, 
is  a native  and  lifelong  resident  of  that  borough. 
He  was  born  Dee.  1'?.  1870,  son  of  John  P.  Lan- 
dau, and  grandson  of  John  Landau.  His  father, 
a contracting  bricklayer  of  Sunbmw,  is  fully  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Harry  Landau  was  educated  in  the’  public 
schools  of  Sunbury,  graduating  from  tbe  high 
school  in  1888.  The  following  year  he  became 
chief  clerk  for  the  Sunbury  Water  Company,  with 
which  concern  he  has  since  been  identified,  in  1909 
being  made  superintendent.  ]\Ir.  Landau  is  a cit- 
izen of  recognized  ability  and  trustworthiness,  and 
the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  has  been  shown 
in  his  selection  as  city  clerk,  in  which  capacity  he 
has  sened  Sunbury  for  a period  of  six  years. 

ilr.  Landau  married  Gertnide  L.  Hard,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  Hard,  of  Sunbury,  and  they  have  one 
son,  J ames  Hard. 

Socially  Hr.  Landau  is  a member  of  the  Mod- 
em Woodmen  of  America,  Avhich  he  is  serving  as 
trustee  and  secretary,  and  he  is  also  a member  of 
the  WocRlmen  of  the  World.  On  political  questions 
he  fs  a Republican.  He  holds  membership  in  Zi- 
on’s Lutheran  Church,  and  has  been  active  in  its 
■work  as  a teacher  in  the  Sunday  school. 

DAVID  E.  SHUSTER,  business  inan  and  for- 
mer chief  burgess  of  Shamokin,  was  bom  in  Hum- 
melstown.  Dauphin  Co.  Pa.,  Dec.  21,  1845,  son  of 
Dr.  John  A.  and  3Iary  A.  (Brefore)  Shuster.  His 
parents  Avere  natives  of  Germany  and  France,  re- 
spectively. 

When  IMr.  Shuster  was  seven  years  old  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Shippensburg,  Cumberland  Co., 
Pa.,  Avhere  he  Avas  reared,  securing  such  education 
as  the  schools  of  the  village  afforded.  Contrary  to 
the  Avishes  of  his  parents,  Avho  desired  to  educate 
him  for  the  medical  profession,  he  apprenticed 
himself  to  his  uncle,  John  Preston,  to  learn  the 
trade  of  shoemaker,  and  completed  his  trade  Avith 
H.  F.  Snyder,  at  NcAvville,  Pa.  In  1863  he  went 
to  Harrisburg,  Avhere  he  entered  the  employ  of 
George  M.  Groff,  continuing  to  Avork  at  his  trade 
until  1869,  in  Avhich  year  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Northern  Central  Railway  Company,  fill- 
ing the  position  of  passenger  brakeman  betAA'een 
Harrisburg  and  Sunbury.  He  Avas  shortly  trans- 
ferred to  tlie  Shamokin  Valley  & Pottsville  di- 
vision, and  promoted  to  baggage  and  express  agent, 
which  position  he  filled  until  1871,  Avhen  he  was 
promoted  to  i>assenger  conductor  Aipon  the  same 
division.  This  position  he  filled  Avith  credit  to 
himself,  making  hosts  of  friends  among  the  trav- 
eling people,  who,  as  a mark  of  their  appreciation 


for  his  courtesy  and  attention  while  filling  this 
position,  presented  him,  Nov.  27,  187-5,  an  elegant 
gold  watch  as  a testimonial  of  their  regard.  Mr. 
Shuster  became  a I’esident  of  Nortliumberland 
county  in  1869,  locating  at  Mount  Cannel.  In 
1876  he  resigned  bis  position  Avith  tbe  Northern 
Central  Raihvay  Company,  removed  to  Sliamokin, 
and  purchased  an  interest  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness of  d.  IM.  Shuman  & Company.  He  is  noAV  en- 
gaged as  special  agent  of  the  klutual  Benefit  Life 
Insurame  Company  of  NcAvark,  N.  d.  He  has 
l^een  a Avarm  friend  to  the  cause  of  education, 
Avhich  ho  has  aided  by  his  influence  and  means, 
and  served  as  a member  of  tlie  school  board  eight 
years,  being  president  of  the  .‘^ame  in  1888.  In 
1881  be  served  as  councilman  of  Shamokin  bor- 
ough, and  in  1903  he  Avas  elected  chief  burgess,  be- 
ing honored  with  reelection  in  1904  and  1905.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  In  his  religious  prefer- 
ences he  is  a Presbyterian,  he  and  his  family  at- 
tending tbe  church  of  that  denomination;  Mr. 
Shuster  organized  the  choir  and  served  as  chor- 
ister a number  of  years.  Socially  he  is  connected 
Avith  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  and  the  B.  P.  0.  Elks.  He 
is  interested  in  the  Hamilton  Car  and  Wheel  Man- 
ufacturing Company  of  Catawissa,  Pa.,  and  is  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  same. 

In  1876  klr.  Shuster  married  Kate  Weaver,  Avho 
Avas  lx>rn  Oct.  13,  1850,  died  Nov.  30.  1904.  By 
this  union  there  Avere  two  children,  William  W. 
and  Lulu  B.  The  latter  married  John  F.  Oram, 
an  attorneA’,  and  they  have  children,  Louise,  John 
and  James. 

William  W.  Shuster,  son  of  David  E.  Shuster, 
Avas  born  Dec.  23,  1882.  He  received  hU  educa- 
tion in  the  Shamokin  public  schools,  graduating  in 
1901,  after  Avhich  he  entered  tbe  service  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Railway  Company  in  the  motive 
power  department,  at  Sunbury.  After  fifteen 
months'  service  he  resigned  said  ])osition,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1902,  to  enter  Lafayette  College,  at  East- 
on, Pa.,  Avhere  he  AA*as  graduated  in  1906,  Avith  the 
degree  of  civil  engineer.  Then  he  again  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railway  Com- 
})any,  .luly  5,  1906,  as  rodman  in  the  assistant  en- 
gineer's office  on  the  Sunbur\'  division,  l>eing  lo- 
cated in  Sunbury.  He  Avas  transferred  Nov.  1, 
1909.  to  the  Renova  division,  in  the  division  en- 
gineer's office,  at  Renova,  and  having  served  ten 
months  in  this  office  Avas  transferred  to  tbe  prin- 
cipal assistant  engineer's  office,  of  the  Erie  Grand 
division,  located  at  Williamsport,  Pa.  On  March 
15,  1911.  he  Avas  promoted  to  transitman  at  Phil- 
adelphia, in  the  office  of  the  engineer  of  mainte- 
nance of  AA'ay. 

THOMAS  LEMON,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in 
Point  township  and  one  of  tbe  first  justices  com- 
missioned for  Northumberland  county,  Avas  born 
on  the  Atlantic  ocean  while  bis  parent-  were  en 
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route  from  Scotland  to  Anuvica,  twm  weeks  be- 
fore they  landed.  Tliey  settled  at  Winchester,  Va. 
They  reared  two  sons,  Robert  and  Thomas. 

Thomas  Lemon  married  Margaret  Hangh,  of 
Lancaster,  I’a.,  daughter  of  IMatthias  and  Mary 
Hangh,  who  in  17GD  deeded  a large  tract  of  land 
in  the  Xorth  Branch  valley  to  Thomas  and  Mar- 
garet Lemon.  They  settled  near  tluit  river  about 
five  miles  above  Xorthumberland,  in  and  around 
which  borough  are  found  a number  of  their  de- 
scendants. Their  family  consisted  of  four  sons 
and  one  slaughter,  Elizabeth,  who  married  Joseph 
Engle,  of  riiiladelphia.'  Three  of  the  sons  removed 
to  the  Genesee  valley,  in  Xew  York,  and  John, 
the  onl}'  oge  who  remained  in  this  county,  became 
the  -ouTier  of  the  parental  estate  in  Point  town- 
ship, his  home  being  on  the  site  of  Cameron  sta- 
tion. He  married  Rachel  Fleming,  daughter  of 
George  and  Martha  Fleming,  of  Middletown,  Pa., 
and  his  death  occurred  in  1840.  His  children 
were:  Pierce,  Thomas,  James,  IVilliam,  Martha, 
Rachel,  Rebecca  and  Margaret.  Of  these,  Martha 
was  twice  married,  first  to  Mhlliam  Cooke,  son  of 
the  first  sheriff  of  Xorthumberland  county;  and 
after  his  death  to  Jesse  C.  Horton,  well  known  as 
a stage  2>roprietor  and  for  some  time  prominent 
in  the  politics  of  the  county. 

MOXTGOiMERY.  Robert  Montgomery,  the  pro- 
genitor of  a numerous  and  respected  family  of 
the  northern  part  of  Xorthumberland  county,  lived 
in  Paradise-  ^'alley,  and  the  stone  residence  he 
built  on  his  homt'stead  place  there  in  1709  is  still 
standing,  in  a good  state  of  preservation,  and 
now  tenanted  by  the  sixth  successive  generation  of 
Montgoniervs.  The  walls  are  eighteen  inches  thick. 
The  original  ^Montgomery  tract,  taken  up  by  his 
father,  John  Montgomery,  consisted  of  900  acres, 
and  belonged  formerly  to  an  Indian  reservation. 
John  died  July  26,  1792,  aged  fifty-eight  years. 
Of  Robert’s  children,  we  have  record  of  John  and 
David,  the  former  having  been  the  father  of  the 
late  Robert  Montgomery,  who  died  June  18,  1892, 
while  serving  as  sheriff  of  Xorthumberland  county. 

Robert  Montgomery  was  born  June  1,  18-30,  on 
the  old  homestead  of  the  family  in  Lewis  town- 
ship. He  was  educated  partly  in  the  local  schools, 
later  attending  the  Tuscarora  school,  in  Juniata 
county,  and  still  later  the  military  scliool  at  Har- 
risburg, receiving  a liberal  training.  Returning  to 
the  farm,  he  followed  agricultural  work  all  his  life, 
and  owned  the  homestead,  which  now  contains 
some  eighty  acres.  I’he  stone  house  previously 
mentioned  stands  on  this  tract. 

Mr.  Montgomery  was  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature  from  1870-1872,  and  was  school  direct- 
or of  Lewis  townsliii)  for  thirty  years.  In  fact,  he 
was  the  foremo'^t  man  of  his  district.  In  1890 
he  was  elected  slieritf  of  the  county,  holding  the 
office  until  liis  dcalli.  Ife  was  an  active  politician 


and  served  as  delegate  to  a number  of  State  con- 
ventions. In  religion  he  was  a Presbyterian  and 
attended  Warrior  Run  Church.  Ho  is  ijuried  at. 
McEwensville.  His  wife,  Elizaljeth  Yincent,  born 
Sept.  17.  1833,  was  a daughter  of  Isaac  Yincent,.. 
of  near  'Watsontown,  who  owned  and  operated  the 
Yincent  IMills  (now  Pioneer  IMills)  near  Watson- 
town. Mrs.  ^Montgomery  died  in  July  (the  17th 
or  22d),  1902,  aged  sixty-nine  years.  She  was  the 
mother  of  throe  children,  John,  Grace  (married 
Robert  IMcKee,  and  they  live  in  Delaware  township,, 
near  Dewart)  and  Harry  B. 

Harry  B.  Montgomery,  born  Jan.  12,  1863,  on 
the  homestead,  was  married  in  1888  t-o  Xettie  L. 
Pardo,  daugliter  of  Frank  and  IMargaret  (Rissel) 
Pardo,  of  Chillisquaque  township.  She  died  in 
February,  1910,  aged  . seventy-two  years.  IMr. 
Montgomery  is  a farmer  on  the  homestead,  which 
property  he  and  his  brother  John  own.  -His  fam- 
ily consisted  of  six  children:  Margaret,  Robert 
(died  young),  Elizabeth,  Rebecca,  Grace  and  Don- 
ald. Mr.  i\Ioiitgomery  and  his  family  are  Presby- 
terians in  religious  faith.  He  served  .several  terms 
as  auditor  of  Lewis  township  and  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  school  directors  since  1906. 

John  Montgomery,  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
(Vincent)  ^Montgomery,  is  a farmer  of  Lewis  town- 
ship. He  was  lx)rn  on  the  homestead  March  24, 
1855,  and  like  his  brother  Ilariy  had  the  adtan- 
tages  of  an  academic  education.  For  six  years  he 
taught  school  in  Lewis  township.  He  was  deputy 
sheriff  for  four  and  one-half  .years,  two  years  under 
his  father;  was  deputy  warden  at  the  Sunbury 
jail  for  three  successive  years,  and  lias  since  served 
as  such  off  and  on  for  several  years.  - He  has 
been  assessor  of  Lewis  township  since  1906.  He 
is  one  of  the  active  and  representative  Democrats 
of  the  upper  end  of  the  coimty,  popular  in  his 
locality,  and  frecpiently  mentioned  for  public  office. 
He  is  a member  of  the  State  Grange. 


David  Montgomery,  another  son  of  Robert  (who- 
built  the  old  stone  house  on  the  Montgomeiy^ 
homestead),  lived  in  Paradise  Valiev,  Lewis  town- 
ship, and  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  His  wife 
was  Agnes  Shaw,  and  their  children  were:  Da- 

vid B.,  who  became  a ])rominent  jmblic  man; 
John  G.,  Esq.,  of  Danville,  Pa.,  who  was  a prom- 
inent Democrat  and  was  elected  to  Congress  but 
never  served,  having  been  one  of  sevei'al  who  were 
jwisoned  while  attending  the  inau.guration  of  Pres- 
ident James  Buchanan;  Alhlliam  Shaw;  Caroline. 
l\[rs.  Edward  Lyon  ; IMargaret,  Mrs.  Robert  Mont- 
gomery (she  married  a cousin)  ; Xancy.  Dlrs.  Jo- 
seph Xesbit : and  Mrs.  Robert  i\IcCormick. 

William  Shaw  Montgomery  was  born  in  1809  on 
the  homestead  and  he  died  in  Dlilton  in  1882,  in 
his  seventy-fourth  year.  He  is  buried  in  the  iqqier 
cemeteiT  at  IMilton.  His  wife  was  Jane  S.  Correll 
(or  Caldw('ll),  born  1808.  died  1896.  They  wore 
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iarming  pC'ople.  and  he  was  a prominent  man  in 
ids  localitv.  He  had  considerable  valuable  land, 
which  he  superintentled.  His  home  was  in  Lewis 
itownsllip.  His  children  were;  David  C.  lived  in 
Minnesota  several  yeai's  and  later  in  Colorado, 
where  he  died  ; iMargaret  married  Capt.  James  A. 
Brison ; Jiobort  C.  is  mentioned  helow;  Oliver  I’., 
born  in  1839,  lived  on  the  homestead  and  there 
died  in  1880  ; Edward  is  a resident  ot  Grand  Rap- 
ids, Michigan.  ■ 

Robert  C.  iMontgoniery,  of  iMcEwensville  bor- 
■ough,  was  born  Dec.  24,  1836,  and  was  educated 
in  McEwensville  Academy.  He  was  a farmer  in 
his  active  years,  and  for  thirty  }’ears  lived  on  a 
100-acre  farm  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Mc- 
Ewensville, in  Lewis  township.  He  has  another 
.tract,  where  he  now  lives,  of  the  same  acreage,  and 
there  is  no  better  land  in  the  county.  He  is  a 
Republican ; was  school  director.  He  and  family 
;are  Presbyterians;  was  tinistee. 

Mr.  Montgomery  married  ^lary  Lnwi’y,  daugh- 
■ter  of  Samuel  and  Helen  (Cole)  Lowry,  and  they 
have  had  six  children : William,  Avho  is 

deceased;  Helen,  who  married  George  Marr 
-and  lives  at  Swarthmore,  Philadelphia;  Low- 
-rie,  of  Philadelphia,  an  attorney;  Fannie, 
.n.  school  teacher,  who  has  taught  in  the 
high  school  of  Bryan,  Ohio,  for  five  yearn;  Jennie, 
who  is  at  home,  and  iMargaret  B.,  at  home. 

JOHX  H.  EISEXHART,  a well  knoum  mer- 
•chant  of  Shamokin,  Pa.,  has  long  been  a factor  in 
the  commercial  world,  and  before  entering  busi- 
ness on  his  own  acc-ount  had  a long  experience  in 
the  line  in  Avhich  he  has  made  so  distinct  a suc- 
cess^ Mr.  Eisenhart  was  born  in  Snyder  county. 
Pa.,  Oct.  18,  1869,  son  of  Daniel  Eisenhart. 

Jonas  Eisenhart,  grandfather  of  Jolm  H.,  wms 
bom  in  Berks  countv.  Pa;,  and  there  followed 
farming  until  aljout  1800,  when  he  came  to  Xorth- 
uml>erland  county,  settling  at  Leek  Kill.  From 
there  he  moved  to  Snyder  county.  Pa.,  where  he 
also  engaged  in  farming.  There  his  children  grew 
up.  He  made  his  home  at  Port  Treverton,  along 
the  river,  and  there  he  died  in  1883.  He  is  buried 
.at  Leek  Kill.  He  married  Polly  Geist,  daughter 
of  Andrew. and  Christina  (Snyder)  Geist,  and  she 
died  at  Leek  Kill^  and  is  Iniried  there.  They  had 
sixteen  children,  namely;  William,  who  died  in 
Jefferson  county ; Daniel ; John,  who  died  in  Xe- 
braska;  Jonas,  who  died  in  Central  America;  Ga- 
briel, who  died  in  Snyder  county.  Pa. ; Emanuel, 
living  in  Philadelphia;  Letvis,  who  died  in  Sham- 
okin; Edward,  who  died  young;  Lucina.  who  mar- 
rie<l  Jacob  Shankweiler,  and  died  at  Shamokin; 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Starr,  who  died  near  Leek  Kill;  Car- 
oline, who  married  John  Eyster;  i\Iary,  who  mar- 
ried John  Diehl,  and  died  in  Indiana;  Harriet, 
Airs.  Snyder;  Catharine,  who  married  Daniel 


Thomas;  Amelia,  who  married  John  Cooper;  and 
one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Jonas  Eisenhart  had  two  brothers,  Stephen  and 
Reuben,  who  both  died  in  Shamokin.  Andrew 
Geist  and  wife,  Christina  Snydei’,  parents  of  Mrs. 
Jonas  Eisenhart,  had  children  as  follows;  Jolm, 
Garrge,  Andrew,  Daniel,  Josiah,  I’etei’,  Abraham, 
Elizabeth  (married  Isaac  Sheatt'er),  Christina 
(married  Paul  Gerhart),  Susan  (married  Fred- 
erick Kohler),  Lydia  (married  Mr.  Bixler),  Polly 
(married  Jonas  Eiscnliart),  Sallie  (married  Sol- 
omon Falck),  Rebecca  ]\l.  (married  Solomon 
Shankweiler)  and  Mollv  (married  Joseph  Feger). 
Mr.  Geist  reared  his  family  at  Greenbrier,  Xorth- 
umberland  count}-,  where  he  lived  and  died. 

Daniel  Eisenhart,  son  of  Jonas  and  Polly,  was 
born  at  Lock  Kill  Sept.  6,  1830,  and  died  in  Sham- 
okin -Jan.  13,  1906.  He  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Leek  Kill  with  his  father-in- 
law,  Peter  Beisel,  their  successor  being  D.  S.  Leit- 
zel.  When  Mr.  Eisenhart  moved  to  Snyder  coun- 
ty he  bought  out  John  Diehl,  in  Washington  town- 
ship, and  was  engaged  in  business  there  until 
1816,  when  he  was  elected  sheriff'  of  Snyder  c-oun- 
ty.  During  the  three  years  he  held  that  office  he 
lived  at  Middleburg.  During  his  incumbency  the 
murderers  of  Dir.  Kintzlcr  were  apprehendecl  and 
convicted.  Mr.  Eisenhart  came  to  Shamokin  Jan. 
1,  1819,  and  engaged  in  business  with  his  son,  R. 
G.  Eisenhart,  under  the  fimr  name  of  D.  & R. 
G.  Eisenhart.  This  association  continued  until 
1882,  when  he  sold  out  to  Haas  & Sowers  and  re- 
tired from  active  work.  He  was  a director  of  the 
Xational  Bank  of  Shamokin;  of  the  Shamokin 
Street  Railroad  Company  ; of  the  Shamokin  Light, 
Heat  A'  Power  Company  (of  which  ho  was  one  of 
the  organizers)  ; and  he  was  a member  of  the  build- 
ing committee  in  charge  of  the  erection  of  the. pres- 
ent St.  John’s  Reformed  Church  buibling.  He  was 
made  a DIason  in  Selinsgrove  I/>dge,  F.  & A.  DI. 
Dir.  Eisenhart’s  wife  was,  in  her  ntaidenhood,  Sar- 
ah Beisel,  born  Feb.  11,  1830,  diwl  Dec.  31,  1881, 
daughter  of  Peter  Beisel.  Dir.  Eisenhart  and  his 
wife  are  buried  in  Shamokin  cemeter}-.  Their 
children  were;  R.  G. ; Amelia,  who  married  X. 
C.  Wolverton,  deceased,  and  resides  at  Shamokin; 
Emma  C.,  who  married  B.  P.  Stroub,  and  lives  in 
Snyder  county;  Alice,  who  married  (i.  DL  Shindel, 
prothonotary  of  Snyder  county ; Elia ; DIartha  d ., 
wlio  married  J.  A.  DVert,  a merchant  at  Shamokin; 
and  John  H. 

John  H.  Eisenhart  was  born  Oct.  18,  1869,  in 
Snyder  county,  and  came  to  Shamokin  with  his 
father.  He  attended  the  local  schools,  and  in 
1881  he  became  a clerk  for  his  brother-in-law,  J. 
A.  Wert,  with  whom  he  remained  until  1893. 
From  that  time  until  1899  he  wa.s  engagmd  in  the 
Itook  and  stationery  business  at  Shamokin  on  his 
own  account,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned 
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to  his  lirutlicr-iu-la\v's  store,  remaininir  until  1904. 
He  then  bought  out  his  sister,  i\[rs.  W'olverton,  at 
Spruce  and  5larket  streets,  and  he  has  since  con- 
ducted a general  grocery,  having  an  old  established 
stand,  and  doing  a large  business.  He  is  also 
engaged  in  job  printing.  Mr.  Eiseuhart  is  one 
of  the  rising  young  business  men  of  the  town,  and 
is  very  popular  with  a large  circle  of  friends. 

In  1895  Mr.  Eisenhart  married  Elsie  M.  Eupp, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Iltipp.  She  was  born  at 
Mount  Carmel.  One  son.  Leon  D.,  has  blessed 
this  union.  Socially  Mr.  Eisenhart  is  a member  of 
the  B.  P.  0.  Elks,  the  K.  of  P.  and  the  Modern 
Woodmen.  His  religious  connection  is  with  St. 
John’s  Peformed  Churdi. 

JOHX  A.  WEAYEK,  of  Shamokin,  distribut- 
ing agent  for  the  E.  I.  Du  Pont  de  Xemours  Pow- 
der Company,  which  has  two  magazines  in  this 
locality,  one  at  Paxinos,  Xorthumberland  county, 
and  one  at  Alaska,  X'orthumberland  county,  has 
been  connected  with  this  line  of  business  for  twen- 
ty-five years.  He  has  long  been  one  of  the  fore- 
most citizens  of  the  borough  of  Shamokin,  having 
served  two  terms  as  chief  burgess,  and  as  some  not- 
able improvements  in  the  management  of  munici- 
pal affairs  were  inaugurated  under  his  regime  he 
may  be  said  to  have  made  a pennaneut  impression 
on  the  life  of  the  place. 

\ The  Weaver  family  is  an  old  one  in  Xoi-thum- 
berland  county,  having  been  founded  here  by  Mr. 
Weaver’s  great-grandfather,  iMichael  Weaver  (the 
name  was  originally  spelled  Weber),  a native  of 
Wurtemberg,  Germany,  who  came  to  America 
about  1769.  He  first  located  in  Brecknock  town- 
ship, Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  later  in  Berks  coimty,  and 
in  1770  in  Xorthumberland  coiinty,  near  Liberty 
Pole,  Rush  tf>wnship,  upon  land  subsequently 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  Peter  Hughawaut.  There 
he  died  in  1834  and  was  buried  upon  the  farm.  He 
was  a taxable  in  Shamokin  township  in  1788.  He 
joined  the  American  army  during  the  Revolution, 
in  which  he  served  seven  years  mider  Washington. 
He  married  before  coming  to  this  countrv',  and 
was  the  father  of  thirteen  children.  X 

Martin  Weaver,  fourth  son  of  Michael,  Avas  born 
in  1770  in  Rush  toAvnship,  and  died  in  1844.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  also  engaged  in 
the  hotel  l)u'siness,  being  for  many  A-ears  propri- 
etor of  one  of  the  old-time  tai’erns  in  Shamokin 
toAvnship,  situated  eight  miles  east  of  Sunbury. 
He  AAus  twice  married,  first  to  a Miss  Hirsh,  of 
Rush  toAA'nship,  by  aa'Iioiu  he  had  three  children: 
Joseph,  Avho  died  in  Shamokin;  Catharine,  avkIoav 
of  Enoch  HoAvell:  and  Elizabeth,  Avho  married 
Jonathan  Yarnel  (both  are  deceased).  There 
AA-ere  five  cliildren  l)orn  to  Ids  second  marriage, 
to  Catharine  (liodsleger ?)  : iMary,  Avho  married 

Daniel  Evert  and  is  deceastai ; Rebecca,  Avho  mar- 
ried Daniel  Rote  and  is  deceased;  William  IM.; 


Rosetta,  deceased;  and  Solomon,  a resident  of 
Sunbury. 

William  ,M.  Weaver,  son  of  -Martin,  Avas  con- 
sidered the  best  knoAvn  citizen  of  Xorthumber- 
land county  in  his  datg  and  in  his  death  this  sec- 
tion lost  a valuable  man.  He  Avas  born  in  Sham- 
okin toAvnship  Aug.  30,  1816,  Avas  reared  upon  the' 
homestead  farm,  and  spent  his  early  life  in  agri- 
cultural AA'ork.  He  also  learned  hantessmaking^ 
AA'hich  he  folloAved  for  some  time.  In  1837,  as- 
sociated Avith  his  broth er-in-hiAV,  he  engaged  in  th.e- 
mercantile  business  at  Snydertown,  Pa.,  continu- 
ing in  that  line  until  1841,  Avhen  ho  returned  to- 
the  homestead  and  resumed  farming,  remaining 
there  until  1844.  In  1845,  removing  to  Avhat  AA'as 
then  the  village  of  Sliamokin,  he  leased  the  “Sham- 
okin Hotel,”  later  known  as  the  “United  States 
Hotel”  and'  the  “Hotel  A’anderbilt,”  now  the 
“Graemar,”  and  conducted  that  house  for  five 
years.  He  then  purchased  what  Avas  knoAA-n  as 
“Weaver’s  X’ational  Hotel,”  being  its  proprietor 
from  1851  until  his  election  to  the' office  of  sheriff, 
in  1863.  After  serAung  his  term  of  three  years 
he  resumed  the  hotel  business,  in  the  spring  of 
1867,  continuing  it  until  he  Avas  again  elected 
sheriff,  in  1878.  L’pon  the  expiration  of  his  sec- 
ond term  he  again  took  charge  of  his  hotel,  con- 
ducting it  until  1886.  after  Avhieh  he  li\'ed  in  re- 
tirement  until  his  death,  Avhich  occurred  in  De- 
cember, 1896,  at  his  home  in  Shamokin,  on  the 
corner  of  Pearl  and  Commerce  streets. 

Air.  YYaver  was  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
Shamokin,  and  he  took  an  intelligent  interest  in 
promoting  the  development  and  prosperity  of  the 
city  throughout  his  active  career.  In  1858.  in  as- 
sociation Avith  C.  P.  Helfenstein  and  William  II. 
Alarshall,  he  undertook  a Avork  for  Avhich  he  Avill  be 
remembered  AAfith  gratitude  by  many,  assuming  a 
large  amount  of  unpaid  mortgages  Avhich  Avere 
upon  nearly  all  the  homes  in  different  parts  of  the 
borough  and  preventing  many  foreclosures,  tlurs 
obviating  considerable  loss  and  distress.  He  Avas 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Xorthumberland 
County  Bank,  and  interested  in  various  other  en- 
terprises of  local  iniportanee,  among  them  the 
purchase  and  laying  out  of  the  Shamokin  ceme- 
tery. In  politics  he  aa'us  ahvays  identifieel  Avith 
the  Democratic  party.  He  Avas  a Alason  in  fra- 
ternal connection,  belonging  to  Lodge  Xo.  ?55, 
F.  & A.  AI. 

On  Aug.  26,  1843.  Air.  Weaver  marrieel  Lvdia 
Smith,  wdio  .Avas  born  April  15,  1823,  in  Sliamo- 
kin  townsb.ip,  daughter  of  John  Smith,  of  Snyder- 
toAvn,  Pa.,  and  she  died  in  Shamokin.  Air.  and 
Airs.  AAYaver  are  buried  in  the  Shamokin  ceme- 
tery. They  Avere  the  parents  of  six  children  : AlarA" 
E. ; Alartin,  deceased  ; Catharine  E.,  born  Oct.  13, 
1850.  Avho  married  David  E.  Shuster  (ex-lmrgcss- 
of  Shanuikin,  Avhere  be  still  resides)  and  died  X'o\. 
30,  1901;  John  A.:  t.'lara  J.,  Avidow  of  Frank 
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Daniels,  living  with  her  hruiher  John;  and  Ro- 
setta, deceased. 

John  A.  Weaver  was  horn  Oct.  15,  1847,  at  his 
fatlier’s  “Dnited  States  Iloter’  (located  at  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  “Graeniar')  in  Shaniokin,'  and 
there  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
Until  1879  he  remained  associated  with  his  fa- 
ther, in  the  inanagemcnt  of  the  hotel,  and  he  then 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Mineral  Railroad  & 
Mining  Company  as  their  representative  in  the  coal 
and  iron  police,  filling  that  position  until  Sep- 
tember, 1885.  It  was  during  this  time  that  the 
notorious  ilolly  ^laguires  infested  the  mining 
region.  Re.signing,  he  took  the  position  of  su- 
perintendent with  H.  A.  Weldy  & Co.,  manufac- 
turers of  explosives  and  powders,  who  carried  on 
business  for  some  time  at  the  old  Paxinos  powder 
mill  and  later  discontinued  the  manufacture  of 
powder.  The  concern  undei*went  a change  in  1908, 
becoming  part  of  tlie  Dupont  Company,  which 
has  two  plants  in  this  region,  one  at  Paxinos  and 
one  at  Alaska.  Mr.  IVeaver  acts  as  distributing 
agent,  a position  he  has  shown  himself  well  qual- 
ified to  fill,  his  business  and  personal  standing 
having  been  won  by  long  and  efficient  sendee,  and 
lie  has  shown  ability  in  the  discharge  of  every 
responsibility  with  which  he  has  been  intrusted. 

Mr.  Weaver's  connection  with  the  municipal  ad- 
ministration began  in  1875,  when  he  was  elected 
councilman,  serving  many  years  as  such.  In  1881 
he  was  elected  .chief  burgess,  to  which  office  he  was 
again  elected  in  1889.  During  his  admini-tra- 
tion  many  changes  were  made  in  the  conduct  of  the 
various  borough  offices,  and  several  particularly 
valuable  ideas  were  put  into  practice,  which  gained 
him  the  esteem  and  support  of  a large  number  of 
the  best  citizens  of  Shaniokin.  The  first  uni- 
formed police  force  was  established  during  his 
term.  lie  showed  his  progressive  spirit  in  num- 
erous ways,  winning  universal  grxid  will  by  his 
public-spiritedness  and  loyalty  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  borough. 

In  June,  1872,  Mr.  Weaver  married  Clara  A. 
Hanley,  daughter  of  X.  A.  Hanley,  of  Shaniokin, 
and  they  have  had  two  children : Charles  Ray- 

mond, who  is  now  assisting  his  father;  and  Catb- 
ariiie  M.,  who  died  when  eight  years  old.  Tlie 
_ family  are  PreshvAerians  in  religious  faith,  ilr. 
Weaver  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  socially 
holds  membership  in  Shaniokin  Lodge,  Xo.  255, 
F.  & A.  M. 

CELESTE  MEXAPACE,  proprietor  of  the 
“Austrian  Hotel”  at  Atlas,  near  Mount  Carmel, 
Xorthumberland  county,  is, the  leader  of  his  coun- 
trymen in  his  district  and  well  deserves  his  pop- 
ularity, which  is  not  confined  to  those  of  his  own 
nationality.  He  is  a native  of  Tuenno,  Austria, 
born  April  13,  1861,  son  of  Bonifacio  31enapace, 
who  was  a teamster  by  occupation.  Both  his  par- 


ents died  in  Austria,  his  father  in  1904,  his  moth- 
er in  Xovember,  1909. 

iMr.  iilenapace  was  in  his  twenty-sixtli  year 
when  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  XYw  York 
dune  16,  1886.  He  immediately  proceeded  thence 
to  Pennsylvania,  settling  at  Green  Ridge,  in  Mount 
Carmel  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  where 
he  followed  mining  tveo  years.  For  the  next  five 
years  he' was  engaged  at  that  occupation  in  Lu- 
zerne county,  this  State,,  at  the  end  of  that  period 
locating  in  Shenandoah,  Schuylkill  county,  where 
he  remained  for  three  years,  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery business.  He  then  established  himself  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Shaniokin,  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  at  Spruce  and  IMarket  streets,  and 
from  that  borough  removed  to  Mount  Carmel, 
where  he  was  similarly  engaged  on  Oak  street.  In 
1898  he  built  liis  home  at  Atlas,  near  Mount  Car- 
mel, moving  there  May  30th  of  that  year.  His 
residence  was  the  thircl  to  be  built  in  the  town. 
Mr.  Menapace  carried  on  the  grocery  business 
there,  for  two  years,  having  a thriving  and  stead- 
ily increasing  tradp  from  the  start.  He  secured 
a hotel  license  in  1901  and  since  then  has  con- 
ducted an  up-to-date  and  well  furnished  hotel  at 
Xo.  200  Columbia  avenue.  On  the  night  of  Oct. 
18,  1910,  Mr.  Menapace’s  old  hotel  building,  to- 
gether with  eight  tenement  houses  owned 
by  him,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  but  a larger  and 
more  modern  hotel  was  immediately  erected  on 
the  same  site,  and  two  blocks  of  the  houses  have 
also  been  rebuilt.  In  addition  to  conducting  his 
hotel  business,  Mr.  Menapace  deals  in  cigars  and 
chewing  gum  in  a wholesale  wa}q  and  is  a build- 
ing contractor.  He  is  a substantial  and  esteemed 
citizen  of  his  section. 

i\Ir.  Menapace  is  a prominent  member  of  St. 
Peters  Catholic  Church,  being  president  and  a 
tnistee  of  the  congregation,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  construction  of  the  present  fine 
church,  seiwing  as  chairman  of  the  building  com- 
mittee. He  is  a member  of  the  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles,  being  especially  active  in  that  fraternity, 
serving  as  director  of  the  Eagles  Home  Associa- 
tion; he  assisted  in  the  building  of  the  Home,  in 
which  he  takes  deep  interest.  He  is  a director 
of  the  ^Miners’  and  Laborers’  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  and  in  that,  as  in  every  other  trust, 
has  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  responsibility 
committed  to  him. 

On  Aug.  10,  1887,  Mr.  Menapace  married  Ce- 
lesta Pasquin,  and  to  their  union  has  been  bom  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, namely:  Frank  (who  assists  his  father  and 

is  also  engaged  as  a contractor),  Julia,  Richard, 
Robert,  Mary,  Rudolph,  Charles,  Anna  and  Ed- 
ward. 

REV.  JOHX  CH.'KOXSTAXKEWICZ.  rec- 
tor of  the  Ruthenian  Catholic  Church  at  Sham- 
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okin,  Xoi’tluunberlaud  Lo.,  I’a.,  was  bom  June 
10,  1859.  He  received  bis  education  in  Austria, 
completing  tlie  ^course  of  four  lower  normal  class- 
es in  Przemysl  and  eight  gymnasial  classes  in 
Lemberg,  and,  passing  an  examination  of  maturity, 
entered  the  theological  department  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Lemberg.  Completing  the  theological 
course  in  four  3’ears,  he  was  ordained  by  the  Bishop 
of  Przemysl,  and  then  served  one  year  as  soldier 
in  the  Austrian  arnng  in  compliance  with  the 
laws  of  the  country. 

Becoming  assistant  in  a church  of  Jaroslaw,  he 
was  also  appointed,  by  the  minister  of  war,  to  the 
oflBce  of  army  chaplain  with  the  20th  Regiment, 
Infantry,  holding  that  office  for  three  years.  Then 
he  assumed  charge  of  a parish  in  the  village  of 
Lalin,  where  he  remained  eight  years.  Coming 
to  the  United  States  on  April  30,  1893,  he  has 
since  had  charge  of  the  Eiithenian  Catholic  Church 
at  Shamokin.  The  following  .history  of  the  church 
and  comments  on  the  Euthenians  were  contributed 
by  him : 

John  Madzelan,  IMoses  Domt-zko,  Phillip  Murd- 
za,  John  Glowa  and  Anthom'  Luczkowec  were  the 
first  immigrants  who  came  to  Shamokin,  Pa.,  from 
Galicia,  Austria,  in  the  year  1880.  A little  later* 
a few  more  came  over.  Their  number  being  very 
small,  thev  were  not  able  to  build  a church  of  their 
own  and  for  that  reason  they  joined  the  St.  Stan- 
islaus -Kostka  Polish  Church  and  for  some  time 
financially  assisted  this  church  and  helped  to  main- 
tain the  priest  thereof.  Ydien,  somewhat  later, 
more  Euthenians  made  their  home  here,  they  pur- 
chased lots  on  the  corner  of  Pearl  and  Pine 
streets,  and  there  in  the  year  1882  built  a church, 
a small  wooden  building,  which  was  dedicated  by 
Eev.  John  Wolanski,  the  first  Ruthenian  Catholic 
priest  in  America,  at  that  time  holding  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Ruthenian  Catliolic  Chui'ch  of  Shen- 
andoah, Pa.  He  administered  to  this  church  un 
til  1890. 

With  the  growth  of  the  parish  the  church  proved 
too  small  to  hold  all  its  members  and  it  was  then 
decided  that  a new  and  larger  structure  should  be 
built.  The  site  of  the  old  church,  however,  was 
not  suitable  for  the  intended  new  edifice.  There- 
fore, in  1897,  two  lots  on  Xorth  Shamokin  street 
were  purchased  from  John  Mullen  for  the  sum  of 
$8,000.  On  IMarch  11,  1905,  a contract  was  drawn 
with  the  East  Eird  Lumber  Company  of  Shamokin, 
which  company  undertook  to  build  the  church  for 
$46,000.  The  plans  for  the  structure,  which  is  in 
the  Byzantine  st\le,  were  drawn  by  ilessrs.  E.  E. 
Quaife  and  Howe,  architects,  whose  offices  are  in 
Jersey  City,  X.  J.  The  marble  granite  of  which 
the  church  is  constructed  was  obtaine<l  from  the 
Rylston  Stone  Company  of  Gouverneur,  X.  Y. 
riorsh  & Brother,  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  supplied  the 
copper  with  which  tlie  domes  and  cornices  are  cov- 
ered. The  building  has  emne  up  to  the  highest 


expectations,  and  the  success  of  its  adequate  com- 
j>letion  is  due  largely  to  the  efforts  of  the  East 
End  Lumber  Company  and  especially  of  general 
manager  iliv  A.  1’.  Reitz.  When  the  church  is 
completed  it  will  cosc  around  $80,000.  In  1908 
a deal  was  closed  with  Miss  C.  May  for  $13,000, 
whereby  the  property  across  from  the  church 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  congregation,  to  be 
used  as  the  parish  house.  Those  n’lio  b\'  their  ef- 
forts have  helped  the  progress  of'  the  new  church 
most  are';  John  Glowa,  Tlieodore  Talpash,  Julian 
Ivopyscianski,  John  Xowak,  Alex.  Sharshon,  Gab. 
Malinak,  Xik.  Tehanski,  Michael  Stelma  (de- 
ceased) and  a few  others. 

The  first  permanent  rector  of  the  Ruthenian 
Catholic  Church  of  Shamokin  was  Rev.  Theo. 
Obushkewicz,  who  had  charge  from  1890  to  1891. 
On  May  1,  1893,  Rev.  John  Ch.  Konstankewicz 
took  charge  of  the  parish  and  is  the  present  rector. 
In  closing,  two  brief  explanations  should  be  made : 

(1)  Here  in  America  the  Euthenians  are  often 
erroneously  styled  “Greeks.^’  They  are  not 
Greeks,  and  among  the  laboring  people  not  one 
understands  a single  word  of  Greek.  They  are  a 
branch  of  the  great  Slavonic  race  and  the  name  of 
the  nationality  is  Ruthenian.  There  are  thirty- 
two  millions  of  these  people,  out  of  wh.ich  num- 
Ijer  2,700,000  inhabit  Galicia  under  the  dominion 
of  Austria:  over  600,000  northern  Hungaiw,  ad- 
joining the  borders  of  Galicia,  and  29,000,000  all 
of  southern  Russia,  under  the  dominion  of  the 
“White  Czar.”  The  Russians  call  the  Euthenians 
the  “Little  Russians,”  thereby  endeavoring  to  as- 
similate them  with  themselves  and  show  the  world 
what  a great  nation  Russia  is.  But  such  assimi- 
lation has  no  historical  foundation  whatever. 

The  reason  they  are  called  Greeks  arises  un- 
doubtedly from  the  fact  that  the  first  immigrants 
were  unable  to  understand  the  English  language, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  upon  being  ques- 
tioned as  to  whom  they  Avere  they  would  answer, 
“Greek  Catholics.”  But  the  word  Greek  pertains 
only  to  the  form  of  their  church,  because  the 
Euthenians  belong  to  the  Eastern  Church,  just  as 
other  nationalities  inhabiting  Europe  belong  to  the 
Western  (or  Roman  Catholic)  Church.  A German 
or  Frenchman,  or  any  other  European,  belonging 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  might  similarly,* 
on  coming  to  this  country,  in  his  ignorance  of 
the  English  language  descrihe  himself  as  a Roman 
Catholic,  Init  he  would  not  be  a Roman  any  more 
than  a Ruthenian  is  a Greek. 

(2)  Many  people  do  not  know  the  meaning  of 
the  three-armed  cross  which  surmounts  the  Ruth- 
enian Church.  In  that  cross  are  two  cro-sses;  one 
upon  Avhich  the  Lord  Christ  was  crucified,  the 
other  upon  which  was  crucified  the  Saint  Apostle 
Andrew,  brother  of  the  Saint  Apostle  Peter.  The 
cross  of  Apostle  Andrew  is  in  the  form  of  an  X. 
Saint  Andrew,  hefore  his  crucifixion,  begged  that 
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he  be  nailed  to  the  slanting  cross,  because  he  felt 
unfit  to  hang  from  such  a cross  as  the  one  upon 
which  his  God  and  Afaster  was  hanged.  Saint 
Andrew  was  that  Apostle  who  first  carried  the 
word  and  wisdom  of  Christ  into  the  north  and 
penetrated  to  the  place  upon  which  to-day  stands 
the  great  city  of  Kiev,  the  capital  of  the  Buthen- 
ians,  and  there  on  the  hills  of  Kiev  he  planted  the 
cross  of  Christ.  Therefore  the  Buthenians  con- 
sider him  their  patron  saint  and  apostle,  and  his 
cross  was  joined  with  the  cross  of  Christ,  the  com- 
posite cross  being  erected  on  the  domes  of  the 
new  church. 

JOSEPH  S.  KOWALESKT,  M.  D.,  of  Shamo- 
kin,  a young  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  bor- 
ough who  has  already  established  a good  practice, 
was  born  there  July  2,  1887,  son  of  Michael  Kow- 
aleski  and  grandson  of  the  late  Francis  Kowa- 
leski. 

Francis  Kowaleski  was  a farmer  and  landowner 
in  Poland,  where  he  died  in  1883.  Elis  family 
consisted  of  two  sons  and  five  daughters,  the  sons 
being  Michael  and  George. 

Michael  Kowaleski  was  born  Sept.  29,  1859,  in 
Eussian  Poland,  and  was  reared  upon  the  farm. 
Coming  to  America  in  Alat*,  1882,  he  lauded  at 
New  York  City,  where  he  remained  but  three 
days,  however,  continuing  his  journey  to  Shamo- 
kin,  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  After  working  at  mining  for 
twelve  years  he  engaged  in  the  store  business, 
which  he  conducted  about  five  years,  and  meantime, 
in  1892,  he  entered  the  hotel  business,  which  he 
has  followed  successfully  to  the  present  time.  His 
location,  at  No.  710  North  Shamokin  street,  is 
well  and  favorably  known,  and  he  has  a good 
trade. 

Mr.  Kowaleski  married  Catherine  Sinkszda,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  six  children,  only  three 
of  whom  are  living:  .Joseph  S. ; AYlley,  who  is 
a clerk  in  the  recorder's  office  at  Sunbury,  this 
cormty;  and  Stanley,  at  school. 

Joseph  S.  Kowaleski  attended  public  school  at 
Shamokin  and  in  1903  was  a student  at  Detroit 
College.  He  then  went  to  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1906, 
changing  from  that  institution  to  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1907.  He  continued  his  studies 
abroad,  entering  the  IJniversity  of  A'ienna,  Austria, 
where  he  received  his  diploma  in  1908.  Beturning 
home,  he  has  since  been  engaged  iu  general  prac- 
tice in  Shamokin,  being  located  at  No.  413  Spurz- 
heim  street.  He  is  a member  of  the  Nortlium- 
berla.nd  County  Aledical  Society  and  is  a man  of 
excellent  standing  both  personally  and  profession- 
ally throughout  this  district.  He  is  a member  of 
the  St.  Stanislaus  Kostka  Catholic  Church. 

Dr.  Kowaleski  married  Annie  Milloughby, 


daughter  of  .John  Willoughby,  of  Shamokin,  and 
they  have  one.  child,  Meriam. 

MOSES  STUPE,  a retired  citizen  of  Sunbury, 
belongs  to,  an  old  family  of  Northumberland 
county.  The  name  is  also  found  spelled  Shive, 
Scheib,  and  Sheib,  and  the  family  has  been  long 
established  in  Pennsylvania,  where  there  are  num- 
erous representatives  at  the  present  day.  One  J acob 
Shive  (now  spelled  Shipe)  died  in  Chillisquaciue 
township,  in  June,  1815,  leaving  a widow,  Alary, 
and  some  children.  One  Barbara  Shive  died  in 
June,  1850.  The  executor  of  the  will  she  made 
was  John  Shive,  and  she  mentions  her  sons  .Jacob 
and  .fifim  Shive  and  refers  to  her  other  children. 

Henry  Shipe,  grandfather  of  AToses  Shipe,  was 
born  Sept.  27,. 1798,  and  lived  in  Shamokin  town- 
ship, this  county,  having  a farm  at  Weigh  Scales, 
in  the  extreme  southeastern  corner  of  that  toum- 
ship.  This  farm  later  came  into  the  possession 
of  AVilliam  Persing.  Air.  Shipe  Avas  a farmer  by 
occupation.  He  died  Feb.  13,  1879,  and  his  wife. 
Alary,  died  June  3,  1862,  aged  sixty-seven  years, 
two  months,  seven  days.  They  had  children  as 
follows:  .John,  Henry,  Alichael,  Abraham,  .Jacob, 
Betsy  (married  Jacob  Persing)  and  Polly  (mar- 
ried Amlentinc  Hummel). 

Alichael  Shipe,  son  of  Henry,  was  bom  June  4, 
1807,  in  Shamokin  toAvnship,  and  died  Oct.  7, 
1878,  in  Upper  Augusta  township,  where  he  is 
buried,  at  the  Alount  Pleasant  church,  as  is  also 
his  wife.  He  tvas  a Alethodist  in  religious^  fqith. 
By  trade  he  was  a carpenter,  and  he  helped  to  cut 
down  and  chop  timber  in  the  forest.  He  married 
Judith  Hinterleiter,  born  Feb.  9,  1806,  whose 
people  came  from  Berks  county  and  settled  in 
Alahauoy  township.  She  died  Alarch  27,  1885, 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  namely : William, 
who  lives  in  Sunbury,  Pa. ; Isaac,  of  U’pper  Au- 
gusta toAvnship  (his  wife  Elizabeth  died  Dec.  27, 
1900,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  eleven  months,  eleven 
days,  and  is  buried  at  the  Alount  Pleasant 
church)  ; Henry,  deceased;  Angeline,  Airs.  Peter 
Eckman ; Ira,  deceased ; Aloses : Alichael,  of  Ahr- 
ginia;  Emanuel,  deceased;  and  Bev.  Jonathan  B., 
a Alethodist  minister,  of  York,  Pennsylvania. 

Aloses  Shipe,  son  of  Alichael,  Avas  bom  Dec.  27, 
1837,  in  Shamokin  toAvnship,  and  Avas  only  a child 
Avhen  the  family  settled  in  Upper  Augusta  toAAm- 
ship,  Avhere  he  received  his  education  in  the  “red 
schoolhouse.”  He  was  a soldier  in  Capt.  S.  P. 
AYolverton's  Company  (E),  18th  Begiment,  Penn- 
sylvania Beserves,  in  1862,  and  aauas  in  active  sen'- 
ice.  During  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life 
he  Avas  engaged  as  a railroader,  beginning  Avork 
for  the  Pennsvlvania  Company  in  August,  1865, 
and  Avorking  for  them  continuously  until  his  re- 
tirement, in  December,  1908.  a period  of  over 
forty-three  years.  He  has  made  his  home  iu  Sun- 
Iniry  since  Afay,  1865,  his  residence  being  at  No. 
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90T  East  Market  street.  Mr.  Shipe  is  a much 
respected  resident  of  the  borough,  a zealous  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Methodist  Church,  rvhioh  he  served 
for  over  fifteen-  years  in  various  offices,  for  some 
years  as  steward.  He  is  independent  in  politics, 
voting  as  he  sees  fit. 

On  Dec.  31,  1863,  Mr.  Shipe  married  Pebecca 
Clark,  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Thomas) 
Clark,  and  they  have  had  three  children:  Isaac 
P.,  now  deceased;  George  A.,  of  Sunbury,  Pa.; 
and  Herbert  C.,  of  ^lonongahela  City,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

JOHN  W.  TU\OIES,  attorney,  of  Shamokin, 
Northumberland  county,  is  one  of  the  younger  ele- 
ment in  that  borough  who  have  been  commendably 
active  in  public  affairs.  He  is  building  up  a cred- 
itable law  practice,  is  also  engaged  in  the  insur- 
ance and  real  estate  business,  and  is  well  known 
in  local  Democratic  circles  and  for  his  services  in 
the  borough  council.  He  was  born  in  Shamokin 
Aug.  25,  1881. 

Joseph  Timmes,  grandfather  of  John  W.  Tim- 
mes,  was  born  Jan.  23,  1826,  in  Prussia,  Germany, 
and  coming  to  America  while  a young  man  was 
among  the  early  settlers  at  Shamokin,  Pa.  In 
1861  he  bought  the  hotel  property  at  the  comer 
of  Shamokin  and  Independence  streets,  from  IViL 
liam  Atwater  and  wife,  and  there  engaged  in  the 
hotel  Ibusiness  from  that  time  until  his  death*, 
which  occurred  in  Shamokin  Jan.  16,  1873.  He 
also  dealt  extensively  in  real  estate,  and  was  a 
man  who  succeeded  in  all  his  undertakings,  pos- 
sessing intelligence  and  ability  above  the  average. 
His  wife,  Mary,  born  in  1830,  survived  until  1887. 
They  were  members  of  St.  Edward’s  Catholic 
Church.  iVIr.  and  iMrs.  Timmes  had  three  chil- 
dren who  reached  maturity:  John  M.,  Joseph  (who 
lives  in  Philadelphia)  and  Mary. 

John  M.  Timmes,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  in 
1856  in  Shamokin,  and  there  passed  his  entire 
life,  dying  in  April,  1883,  in  the  prime  of  his 
young  manhood.  After  the  death  of  his  father 
he  succeeded  him  in  the  hotel  business,  which  he 
followed  until  his  o\m  death.  He  married  Mary 
Hennos,  and  they  had  two  children,  Catherine  and 
John  W.  The  mother  is  now  the  wife  of  M.  G. 
Steif,  of  Shamokin. 

John  W.  Timmes  received  his  preparatory  edu- 
cation in  the  parochial  schools  of  Shamokin  and 
took  his  college  course  at  Georgetown  (D.  C.) 
Universitv,  graduating  from  that  institution  in 
1901.  He  then  entered  the  law  school  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1901-.  Returning  to  Shamokin, 
he  entered  the  office  of  AV.  II.  iM.  Oram,  attorney, 
with  whom  he  remained  two  years,  meantime,  in 
1905,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Northumber- 
land county.  In  1906  he  established  offices  of 
his  own  in  the  Timmes  Woek,  on  Independence 


street,  where  ho  has  since  been  located,  following 
his  profession  and,  in  connection  therewith,  the 
insurance  and  real  estate  business. 

Mr.  Timmes  has  been  rpiite  active  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  sened  as  secretary  of  the  county 
committee  for  four  years,  and  on  Feb.  10,  1910, 
was  elected  chairman  of  tliat  committee,  an  honor 
he  has  earned  by  efficient  and  disinterested  serv- 
ice. In  1907  he  was  elected  a member  of  the  bor- 
ough council,  in  which  he  served  until  1910. 

►Socially  Mr.  Timmes  holds  membership  in  the 
Cresc-o  Club  of  Shamokin  (of  which  he  is  secre- 
tary), the  Kaprian  Club  of  Georgetown  Univer- 
sity, the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  B.  P.  0.  Elks 
and  the  I.  0.  R.  iM. ; he  has  served  the  latter 
organization  as  sachem  of  Sham-O-Kin  Tribe.  In 
i-eligion  he  is  a Catholic,  belonging  to  St.  Ed- 
ward’s Church,  of  Shamokin. 

SHOTZBERGER  (Shotsberger,  Schotsberger) . 
The  Shotzbergers  are  a Snyder  county  family,  but 
Galen  Shotsberger  is  well  known  in  Sunbury  as 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  ‘“'Fair mount  Hotel,” 
one  of  the  best  hotels  in  that  borough. 

The  founder  of  the  Shotzberger  family  in  Amer- 
ica came  to  this  country  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  with  the  rest  of  his  countrymen,  Hessians, 
sold  into  the  British  service,  and  was  one  of  the 
Hessians  captured  on  Christmas  night,  1776,  at 
Trenton.  The  prisoners  were  held  at  Reading, 
Pa.,  and  after  the  war,  with  a number  of  others 
who  refused  to  return  to  the  mother  countr}',  he 
settled  in  territory  now  embraced  in  Sn}Tler 
county.  Among  his  children  was  a son  named 
Jonathan. 

Jonathan  Shotzberger,  born  about  1790,  was  a 
resident  of  what  is  now  Union  township,  Snyder 
county,  and  followed  farming,  having  a tract  of 
320  acres  located  three  miles  south  of  Freeburg, 
Pa.  He  was  a tall,  well  proportioned  'man,  and 
an  intelligent  and  prosperous  farmer.  He  died  in 
1857  or  1858,  aged  sixty-seven  years  and  is  buried 
at  Verdilla,  Snyder  county.  lie  was  a Lutheran. 

His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  flatter,  was 
a German  woman,  and  they  had  eleven  children, 
all  now  deceased,  as  follows;  George;  Lydia,  wife 
of  Jacob  Strawser;  Polly,  wife  of  John  Stahl; 
John;  Elias;  Jacob;  Catharine,  wife  of  Jacob 
Heim;  Ann,  wife  of  Henry  Auker : Susan,  wife  of 
Farias  Kratzer;  Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph  Steffen ; and 
Malinda,  wife  of  Isaiah  Haines. 

Geoj’ge  Shotzberger,  son  of  Jonathan,  lived  at 
Freeburg,  Pa.  He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade, 
but  followed  farming  during  the  later  years  of 
his  life.  His  wife  was  iMolly  Riegel,  and  they 
had  an  only  daughter,  Elizabeth,  who  died  aged 
sixteen  years. 

Jolm  Shotzberger,  son  of  Jonathan,  lived  on 
the  original  homestead  and  followed  farming  all 
his  life.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Iloltzapple,  and 
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tliey  liad  eight  daughters  and  four  sons:  Emma 

J.,  Percival,  Amelia,  Alice,  Anna,  Barbara,  Katie, 
Laura,  Mrs.  Scholly,  John,  and  two  sons  who 
died  young. 

Elias  Shotsherger,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born 
on  his  fathers  homestead,  and  lived  at  Freeburg, 
Pa.  He  was  a blacksmith,  and  for  a number  of 
yeare  was  in  partnership  with  P.  S.  Riegel.  They 
invented  the  first  hay-fork  put  on  the  market. 
He  died  in  May,  1904,  and  is  buried  in  Ever- 
green Cemetery.  In  religion  Jlr.  Shotsberger  was 
a stanch  Jjutheran,  and  he  served  in  the  church 
council  many  years.  He  was  a Democrat  in  his 
political  affiliations,  and  was  an  overseer  of  the 
poor  for  some  years.  He  married  Amelia  Nagle, 
and  they  had  cliildren  as  follows : Calvin,  Charles, 
William  and  Harry,  all  of  whom  are  citizens  of 
■Freeburg,  Snyder  Co.,  Pa.;  Galen,  of  Sirnbury, 
Pa.;  Jennie,  wife  of  George  W.  Goy,  a farmer; 
Sallie,  unmarried,  who  lives  at  Freeburg;  and 
Alice,  married  to  G.  S.  Persing,  an  employee  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company. 

Jacob  Shotzberger,  son  of  Jonathan,  lived  on 
part  of  the  homestead  of  his  father  after  the  lat- 
ter’s death  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  is  buried 
at  the  Grubb  Church.  His  wife  was  Barbara 
Gougler,  and  their  children  were  as  follows : J ona- 
than,  now  of  Elkhart,  Ind. ; Jacob,  of  Shamokin 
Dam.  Pa.;  Malinda,  deceased;  Catharine;  Alice, 
and  Anna. 

GALEN  SHOTSBERGER,  son  of  Elias  and 
Amelia  (Nagle)  Shotsberger,  was  born  in  1879 
in  Snyder  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  At 
an  early  age  he  began  to  give  evidence  of  the 
tact  and  enterprise  which  have  made  him  a suc- 
cessful business  man.  Since  1901  he  has  been 
joint  proprietor  with  Charles  A.  Conrad,  of  Sun- 
bury,  .of  the  ‘‘Fairmount  Hotel”  in  that  borough, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Conrad  & Shotsberger. 
The  hotel  is  an  old  established  hostelry  of  Sun- 
buiy,  built  originally  by  the  grandfather  of  the 
senior  proprietor,  l.uit  it  has  Ijeen  thoroughly  re- 
modeled to  meet  modern  requirements  and  is  con- 
ducted in  the  most  approved  manner.  Though 'it 
has  always  been  a successful  hotel  stand,  it  has 
never  had  a more  prosperous  stage  in  its  career 
than  under  the  present  management,  which  means 
that  Mr.  Conrad  and  iMr.  Shotsberger  are  both 
men  specially  adapted  to  the  hotel  business  who 
have  developed  its  possibilities  according  to  up-to- 
date  standards.  The  location,  at  East  ^larket  street 
and  Fairmount  avenue,  in  a good  neighborhood, 
yet  close  to  the  business  section  and  within  a few 
blocks  of  the  Penn.yvlvania  railroad  station  and 
post  office,  is  excellent.  IMr.  Shotsberger  was  in 
the  cigar  and  tobacco  Inisiness  at  Freeburg  before 
he  came  to  Sunbury,  when  he  hecame  a clerk  at 
the  “Parker  House,”  then  under  the  management 


of  Jere  Lower.  So  he  entered  his  present  a.sso- 
ciation  with  some  experience  of  the  business.  He 
is  a man  of  sterling  character,  and  has  served  as 
member  of  the  council  from  the  Eighth  ward 
(1903-04)  and  member  of  the  board  of  education, 
in  both  of  which  bodies  he  gave  public-spirited 
and  disinterested  service.  Fraternally  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Elks  (Lodge  No.  207),  Eagles  and 
Rod  Men.  Though  a hotel  proprietor  so  many 
years  he  is  a total  abstainer,  having  never  tasted 
intoxicating  beverages  of  any  kind. 

STRAUSSER.  The  Strausser  or  Strawser  fam- 
ily has  long  been  settled  in  Snyder  county  and  is 
related  to  the  Shotzbergers,  Stahls  and  other  old 
families  of  that  region. 

Honnickel  Strausser  lived  about  two  miles  from 
the  Susquehanna  river  in  Chapman  township,  in 
what  was  then  L^nion  (now  Snyder)  Co.,  Pa., 
where  he  had  a farm.  He  spoke  German.  He 
died  about  1814,  and  is  buried  near  Harold,  in 
what  is  now  Snyder  county.  His  death  was 
caused  by  lightning,  which  struck  the  long  log 
house  occupied  by  the  family  during  an  electrical 
stonn,  at  night.  l\Ir.  Strausser  got  up  and  lighted 
a pine  knot  to  go  into  an  adjoining  room,  in 
which  his  children  slept,  but  he  was  killed  before 
he  got  there.  His  wife,  Rebecca  (Burkart),  was 
of  Irish  descent,  and  was  a sister  of  Philip  Burk- 
art.  She  remarried,  her  second  husband  being 
Philip  Lichty,  by  whom  she  had  one  daughter,  the 
latter  marrying  Andrew  Hauser  and  moving  to 
Clearfield  county.  Pa.  Mrs.  Lichty  died  about 
1846  or  1847.  By  her  marriage  to  Honnickel 
Strausser  she  had  children  as  follows : Elizabeth 
(married  Samuel  Willard),  Mary  (married  John 
Hiporte),  Simon,  Jacob  and  Nicholas;  there  may 
have  been  another  son,  Philip. 

Simon  Strausser,  son  of  Honnickel,  was  a life- 
long farmer  in  Chapman  township,  Snyder  Co., 
Pa.  His  wife  was  Catharine  (?)  Hochmaster,  and 
their  children  were:  Jac-ob,  Samuel,  David,  George, 
William.  Simon,  Elizabeth,  Susan  and  Catharine. 

Jacob  Straus.'^er  (Strawser),  born  in  Chapman 
township  in  1814  (?),  died  in  1894  or  1895  at 
Bristol,  Ind.,  to  which  place  he  moved  in  April, 
1866,  and  there  he  is  buried,  in  Zion  cemetery.  He 
was  a lifelong  farmer.  He  had  a 103-acrc  farm  in 
'Washington  township,  Snyder  Co.,  Pa.,  which  he 
sold  before  ho  left  that  section.  In  religion  he 
was  a Lutheran,  in  politics  a Democrat.  His  wife, 
Lydia  Shotzberger,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Shotz- 
berger, died  in  1871  aged  about  sixty-seven  years. 
They  had  chihlrcn  as  folluws:  iMary  Ann.  who  mar- 
I'ied  Henry  Kautz:  Jonathan  S. ; Nicholas,  who 
died  unmarried  and  is  buried  at  Northumberland, 
Pa. ; .Tacob,  who  is  l)uried  at  Zion  cemetery,  Bris- 
tol, Ind.  (he  had  a family)  ; Elias,  of  Illinois; 
William  W..  who  died  young  and  is  buried  in 
Snv.ler  countv.  Pa.;  and  two  wiio  died  small. 
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Jonathan  S.  Stra\v.-rL']-,  son  of  Jacob,  Avas  bom 
in  Chapman  townsliip,  Snyder  (tlien  Union)  Co., 
Pa..  Marcli  27,  1839.  He  learned  the  carpenter 
trade  in  hi>  native  locality,  and  lived  in  Washing- 
ton township  until  1866,  when  he  and  his  family 
moved  with  his  parents  out  to  Elkhart  county,  Ind.' 
There  i\Ir.  Strawser  followed  his  ti;ade  of  carpen- 
ter and  joiner  for  about  live  years.  From  1872 
to  1875  he  was  the  baggage-master  at  the  Lake 
Shore  depot  in  Bristol.  lie  then  moved  upon 
a farm  of  185  acres,  whicli  he  cultivated  for  four- 
teen years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  selling  the  land 
and  stock  and  moving  into  Bristol,  where  he  took 
up  painting.  He  followed  that  trade  until  1895, 
when  he  became  salesman  for  the  Deering  harvest- 
ing machines,  and  also  obtained  the  district  agency 
for  the  Perkins  windmills.  In  this  line  of  busi- 
ness he  continued  until  1899,  when  he  traded  his 
house  and  lot  in  Bristol  for  a fruit  tract  of  three 
acres,  near  the  town  of  Bristol,  to  wloich  he  re- 
moved. He  followed  tnickin'g,  carried  the  United 
States  mail  from  Bristol  to  Saylor,  via  L^nion, 
for  two  years.  While  selling  machines  and  fol- 
lowing the  painter's  trade  he  had  carried  the  even- 
ing mail  from  the  depot  at  Bristol  to  the  postoffice 
for  sixteen  years.  In  the  fall  of  1909  Mr.  Straw- 
ser sold  his  fruit  farm  because  of  the  death  of  his 
wife  and  retired  to  Bristol,  where  he  now  lives. 
In  1910  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania  for  a visit  to 
the  home  of  his  boyhood,  where  he  attended  the 
common  schools  and  mingled  with  the  youth  of 
his  neighborhood,  most  of  whom  have  since  passed 
away.  He  is  related  to  the  Shotzbergers,  Stalils, 
and  other  families  of  Cliapman  and  Washington 
townships,  Snyder  county.  During  the  Civil  war 
Mr.  Strawser  enlisted  for  nine  months  in  Com- 
pany 1, 17 2d  Pennsylvania  AYlunteers,  and  he  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Gettv’sburg. 

Mr.  Strawser  was  married  Oct.  18,  1863,  at  Sel- 
insgrove.  Pa.,  to  Sallie  Steffen,  daughter  of  George 
and  Polly  (Shaffer)  Steft'en,  of  Washington  town- 
ship. Airs.  Strawser  died  Oct.  5,  1909,  aged  sixty- 
seven  3’ears,  six  months,  twent}'-eight  days.  She 
is  buried  at  Zion  Church,  Bristol,  Ind.  Mr.  and 
Airs.  Strawser  had  six  children,  as  follows:  Ethan 
Allen,  who  is  a resident  of  Elkhart,  Ind. ; Sadie 
C.,  who  married  Guy  Bardo  (they  are  farming 
people  near  Bristol.  Ind.)  ; Lydia  AI.,  who  lives 
with  her  father  and  keeps  house  for  him;  Frank- 
lin Y.,  of  Jackson,  Alich. ; George  W.,  of  Bristol, 
Ind.;  and  Cassius  W.,  of  Bristol.  , 

BEXJAAIIX  FRAXKLIX  AIABTZ,  proprietor 
of  the  Shamokin  Sanitary  Alilk  Company,  of  Sha- 
mokin,  Xortlunnberland  county,  was  born  there 
Alarcli  21,  1860.  and  comes  of  a family  of  Genuan 
extraction  which  has  been  settled  in  the  county 
for  several  generations  and  has  always  been  rep- 
resented there  by  substantial  citizens,  esteemed  for 


tlieir  worth  to  the  community  and  a credit  to  the 
name  they  hear. 

Benjamin  Alartz,  the  great-grandfather  of  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  Alartz,  was  a fanner,  and  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  Xcrthumberland  county.  Here 
he  died,  while  living  with  his  daughter.  Airs. 
Alichael  Kostetter,  in  Coal  township,  and  he  is 
buried,  at  the  Blue  church.  His  children  were: 
Benjamin,  Airs.  Alichael  Kostetter,  John  (who 
died  in  Jefferson  county.  Pa.),  Mrs.  George  Fet- 
ter and  Airs.  Alaurer. 

Benjamin  Alartz,  grandfather  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  Alartz,  was  born  in  Xorthumberland 
county  in  1799,  and  died  Oct.  11,  188-1,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five  years,  five  months,  twenty-one  days. 
He  is  buried  at  the  Blue  church.  He  was  a famt- 
er  by  occupation,  and  lived  for  a time  in  the 
Alahantailgo  A’allet',  thence  coming  to  Coal  town- 
ship, where  he  settled  near  Shamokin,  being  one 
of  the  pioneers  in  this  region.  He  followed  team- 
ing as  well  as  farming.  .During  his  last  few  t'ears 
he  lived  among  his  children.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Arnold,  died  in  Coal  township 
at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  the  mother  of  a 
large  family,  viz.:  Sarah  married  John  EcTieh; 
Elizabeth  married  Adam  Adams  ; Fiaetta  married 
Jacob  Smink;  Alatilda  married  (first)  George 
Pensyl  and  (second)  Dan  Thomas;  Annie  mamed 
Eli  Bressler;  Caroline  married  William  Weary; 
Daniel  died  in  Shamokin;  Samuel  died  in  Shamo- 
kin ; John  is  mentioned  below;  Charles  died  in  Sha- 
mokin ; J acob  died  in  Shamokin,  having  been 
killed  in  the  mines ; Benjamin  died  young. 

John  Alartz,  son  of  Benjamin,  was  born  Sept. 
12,  1840,  in  Coal  township,  near  what  is  now 
Glenside  Park.  When  only  a boy  he  commenced 
work  in  the  mines,  where  he  was  employed 
for  about  twent}'- three  years,  and  upon  giving 
up  that  occupation  went  into  the  milk  business, 
which  he  followed  for  twelve  years.  He  made 
a success  of  this  ventiu-e,  keeping  twenty-seven 
cows,  but  after  his  wife  died  he  sold  it  out  and 
was  engaged  in  hauling  in  this  district,  continuing 
at  this  work  about  tuo  years.  He  then  built  a 
l)akery  and  did  a bakerv  business  for  about  one 
year,  after  which  he  was  again  in  the  milk  busi- 
ness for  a short  time.  He  has  since  done  da}""'s 
work.  Air.  Alartz  resides  at  the  corner  of  Second 
and  Pine  streets,  in  Shamokin,  of  which  borough 
lie  is  an  old  resident,  one  of  the  oldest  now  liv- 
ing, and  he  has  many  interesting  recollections 
of  its  early  davs. 

On  June  5,  1859,  Air.  Alartz  married  Eliza 
M'eary,  daughter  of  I’eter  and  Elizabeth  (Diehl) 
Weary,  and  her  death  occurred  Feb.  8,  1890,  when 
she  was  forty-nine  years,  eleven  months,  twenty- 
one  days  old.  She  is  buried  in  Shamokin  cem- 
etery. On  Dec.  18.  1892,  Air.  Alartz  married 
(second)  Fiaetta  (Alaurer)  Kembel,  daughter  of 
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David  iMaurer  and  widow  of  Emanuel  Keiabel. 
^who  served  in  tlie  Civil  war.  His  cldlclren  are  all 
by  the  first  union,  viz.:  Benjamin  Eranklin,  Ivorn 
March  24,  18G0;  Gevrge  L.,  Iwrn  Feb.  3,  18G2, 
who  is  fire  Ijoss  in  the  mines  at  Shamokin ; Calvin 
E.,  born  Aug.  1!),  18G7,  who  is  a teamster  in  Sham- 
okin;  and  John  H.,  horn  Sept.  20,  1872,  who 
died  Aug.  27,  1904.  The  father  was  former!}^  a 
mend)er  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F. 

Benjamin  Franklin  iMartz  received  his  education 
in  the  local  public  schools,  which  he  only  attended, 
however,  until  he  was  nine  years  old.  At  that  ten- 
der age  he  began  picking  slate  at  the  Luke  Fidler 
colliery,  and  he  continued  to  follow  mining  until 
October,  1888,  when  he  engaged  in  teaming,  haul- 
ing tirnl)er  for  some  time  for  Hon.  i\r.  II.  Kulp. 
He  commenced  the  milk  business  in  1898  in  a very 
small  way,  having  at  firet  one  twenty-quart  can, 
but  his  customers  gradually  increased  until  he 
found  himself  at  tlie  head  of  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous businesses  of  the  kind  in  Shamokin.  He 
first  put  up  a small  frame  building  at  the  location 
he  still  occupies,  corner  of  Third  and  Arch  streets, 
built  an  addition  as  the  growing  business  recjuired, 
and  in  1907  erected  his  present  fine  building,  25 
by  78  feet  in  dimensions,  which  is  modern  in  con- 
struction and  equipment  and  model  in  every  detail. 
He  has  established  a thriving  wholesale  and  retail 
trade  in  pasteurized  bottled  milk  and  cream,  ntn- 
ning  seven  teams  and  disposing  of  about  1,500 
quarts  daily.  His  prosperity  is  well  deserved,  be- 
ing the  reward  of  honest  dealing  and  industry.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Merchants’  Association  of 
Shamokin.  and  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
original  directors  of  the  new  Dime  Trust  & Safe 
Deposit  Company,  of  Shamokin,  which  was  opened 
April  1,  1911. 

Mr.  Martz  married  Clara  Heim,  daughter  of 
Harrison  Heim,  of  Shamokin,  and  they  have  had 
three  children.  'William.  E..  Caroline  Elizabeth 
and  Charles  F.  Tlie  family  reside  at  the  corner 
of  Third  and  Arch  streets,  where  ^Ir.  IMartz  erect- 
ed his  comfortable  residence  in  1909.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Deformed  Church,  and,  socially,  of 
the  P.  0.  S.  of  A. 

JOHX  P.  LAXDAIJ,  of  Snnbury,  is  a native 
and  lifelong  resident  of  that  borough,  where  he  is 
engaged  in  business  as  a contracting  hricklaver. 
There  are  many  substantial  evidences  of  his  work 
in  and  around  that  place.  « 

Mr.  Landau's  father,  John  Landau,  was  born 
in  1812  in  Beading,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  came  to 
Xorthumberland  county  when  a young  man. 
Settling  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  he  did  farm 
work  and  learned  bricklaying,  whicli  trade  he  fol- 
lowed until  his  death.  He  came  to  Sunburv  before 
his.man'iage  and  here  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  dying  in  the  borough  Sept.  5,  18G1.  at  the 
age  of  forty-nine  vears.  Ilis  wife  was  Elizabeth 


Bower,  daughter  of  George  Bower,  who  came  from 
Lewisburg,  Pa.  Mrs.  Landau  survived  her  hus- 
band a number  of  years,  dying  in  Sunbury  in 
18!)3,  at  the  home  of  lier  son  John  P.  Landau, 
when  seventv-three  years  old.  They  are  buried  in 
the  old  cemetery.  Eight  children  were  born  to 
them,  namely ; Debecea  married  Abraham  Brosi- 
us,  who  died  in  Sunbury;  Henry  died  yoimg;  John 
P.  is  mentioned  below;  William  died  young;  Sus- 
anna married  John  Fox  and  (second)  Joseph 
Hale  ; Jeremiah  lives  in  Shamokin  and  is  engaged 
as  a miner  ; George  is  also  a miner  living  at  Sham- 
okin; Edward,  u ho  was  a bricklayer  by  trade,  died 
in  Sunburv.  IMr.  Landau  and  his  family  were 
members  of  the  Deformed  Church  in  which  he 
served  many  years  as  deacon.  He  was  a Depubli- 
can in  political  matters. 

John  P.  Landau  uas  born  Dec.  4,  1842.  in  Sun- 
bury, and  received  his  education  in  the  local 
schools.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  commenced 
to  learn  the  trade  of  bricklayer,  which  he  has 
followed  ever  since,  with  the  most  gratifying  suc- 
cess. Since  1880  he  has  been  engaged  as  a c-on- 
tractor,  and  he  employs  from  twelve  to  eighteen 
men,  as  the  needs  of  the  business  demand.  Mr.  Lan- 
dau has  always  made  his  home  in  Sunbury,  and 
most  of  I'.is  work  has  been  done  there,  though  he 
has  done  considerable  work  elsewhere.  The  brick- 
laying on  a number  of  the  most  substantial  struc- 
tures in  Sunbury  has  Iieen  done  by  him,  and  the 
quality  of  his  work  is  its  best  recommendation. 
He  had  contracts  on  the  “Xeff  House,”  ‘"'Central 
Hotel,”  \y.  Ij.  Dewart  block,  Presbyterian  Church, 
St.  Matthew’s  IMethodist  Church,  the  big  store  next 
to  the  "‘Central  Hotel'’  at  the  corner  of  Third 
and  Market-  streets,  the  “Packer  House,”  the 
"'"Moore  & Snyder  House,”  the  Yarnell  furniture 
store,  Fisher’s  jewelry  store,  the  Zettlemoyer  'ouild- 
ing,  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
the  Third  ward,  the  Deformed  Church  (when  it 
was  remodeled),  the  S.  P.  Wolverton  office  build- 
ing, Kurtz  & Myer’s  wholesale  grocery  building  on 
Chestnut  street.  Xo.  1 Fire  Engine  house; 
and  ho  has  built  a number  of  houses  for 
J..  Fred  Shaffer,  Esq.,  the  "‘Clement  House,” 
the  MetDodist  Chapel  on  Catawissa  avenue, 
etc.  All  of  this  construction  work  is  with- 
in the  limits  of  Sunbury,  and  shows  that  he  lias 
had  more  than  a representative  share  of  work  in 
his  line  in  the  locality.  He  has  not  only  been  an 
active  business  man.  but  has  also  taken  some  part 
in  munici[>al  affairs,  having  served  one  year  as  con- 
stable of  the  Third  ward  and  two  years  as  memlior 
of  the  council.  In  politics  he  has  alwav=  been  a 
stanch  Depiihlican.  and  during  the  Civil  wav  he 
served  in  Company  C,  174th  Ivegimeut,  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers,  for  one  year;  he  was  on  ilutv 
in  A'irginia.  When  Lodge  Xo.  G20.  T.  ().  0.  F..  of 
Sunbury,  was  organized  in  18(57  he  became  a 
charter  member  and  has  belonged  to  tliat  body 
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ever  since.  He  ami  his  family  are  members  of 
Zion’s  Lutheran  Church. 

iMr.  Landau  married  Harriet  L.  Kelly,  daughter 
of  Samuel  Kelly,  who  lived  in  Upper  Augusta 
township  and  they  reside  at  No.  118  Catawissa 
avenue.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  them : 
Harry  is  now  superintendent  of  the  water  company 
at  Sunhury  : Elizabeth  married  'William  Glessner, 
of  Sunhury;  Jennie  is  the  wife  of  J.  Hummel 
Slear,  a salesinan,  of  Sunl)ury.  Daisy  died  in  in- 
fancy; Clarence  (who  died  in  infancy)  and  Annie 
(who  died  when  six  years  old)  were  twins. 

IiEV.  JOHN  LOAN  was  born  in  Greenshaw, 
Ireland,  April  30,  ITIT  (Old  Style).  He  began 
the  study  of  the  languages  Sept.  25,  1729.  He  left 
Ireland  July  G,  1739,  and  landecj  in  America  Sept. 
3rd,  following;  was  licensed  to  preach  June  27, 
1711;  embraced  the  call  from  Paxton,  Derry  and 
Donegal,  May  16,  1715  ; was  ordained  Aug.  16, 
1715.  He  married  Aug.  21,- 1750.  His  wife,  Mrs. 
Anne  (Cochran)  Eoan,  was  born  March  25,  1721, 
and  was  married  before,  Oct.  31,  1745,  to  Mr. 
Leckey,  by  whom  she  had  a daughter  named  iMar- 
garet,  born  Aug.  11,  1716,  who  married  David 
McClure  June  20,  1765  (their  offspring  was  a son 
named  .Pichard).  The  issue  of  John  Eoan  and 
Anne  his  wife  were:  Isabella,  born  July  8,  1751, 
(lied  Nov.  27,  1758;  Jane,  bom  May  3,  1753  (New 
Style),  was  married  to  'William  Clingan  June  11, 
1778;  Anne,  born  April  7,  1757,  died  Sept.  10th 
following ;-Elizabeth,  born  Aug.  11,  1758,  married 
'^Tlliam  Clark,  June  19,.  1787,  and  died  Jan. 
21,  1821;  Fla^el,  born  July  31,  1760,  at  half  after 
one  o’clock  p.  m.,  died  February  19,  1817;  Marv, 
born  March  26,  1764,  married  Nathan  Stockman, 
Oct.  10,  1789. 

Eey.  John  Eoan  died  Oct.  3,  1775,  about  three 
o'clock  a.  m.,  aged  tiftv-eight  years,  four  months, 
twenty-one  days.  Mrs.  Anne  Eoan  died  April  22, 
1789,  aged  sixty-four  years,  twenty-eight  days. 
The  following  inscription  is  on  his  tombstone  in 
Derry  giaveyard,  in  Dauphin  county : , 

Beneath  this  stone, 

Are  deposited  the  remains 
of  an  able  faithful. 

Courageous  and  successful 

minister  of  Jesus  Christ, 

The  Reverend  John  Roan, 

Pastor  of  Paxton  Derry  and  Mountjoy 
Congregations, 

From  the  year  174.5, 

Till  Oct.  3rd,  1775, 

When  he  exchanged  a militant  for 
a Triumphant  life,  in  the  59th  year 
of  his  age. 

Written  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Anne  Eoan,  Upper 
Octoraro,  Chester  county,  April  25,  1789.  “On 
Tuesday,  the  22nd  of  the  month,  departed  this 
life,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  lier  age,  Mrs.  Anne 
Eoan.  widow  of  the  late  Eev.  John  Eoan,  and  on 


the  Thursday  following  he’'  remain',  attended  by 
a numerous  concourse  of  relatives,  friends  and 
neighbors,  were  interred  in  the  Presbyterian  bury- 
ing ground  of  Upper  Octoraro.  A sermon  suitable 
to  the  solemn  occasion  was  preached  by  the  Eev. 
Eobert  Smith,  D.  D.,  of  Pequea,  from  1st  Corin- 
thians, 15th  chapter,  55th  verse. 

“This  amiable  person,  without  flattery,  filled  all 
the  various  stations  of  life  which  she  passed 
through  with  dignity  and  reputation  and  adorned 
the  whole  with  that  of  a sincere  Christian.  During 
a long  and  tedious  sickness  she  was  remarkably 
patient  and  resigned  to  the  divine  will,  and  a.s 
death  approached  her  prospects  of  a glorious  im- 
mortality opened  and  she  changed  a world  of  sin 
and  sulfering  for  the  full  fruition  of  God  in  Christ, 
eternal  life  and  an  immortal  crown  of  glory. 
“Whose  pious  life  with  social  virtue  shone, 

O’r  death  she  triumphed,  eager  to  be  gone; 

Who  pressed  the  steps  her  mother  first  had  trod; 
Her  life  she  consecrated  to  her  God; 

In  her  the  name  of  Sympathetic  friend. 

The  faithful  wife  and  tender  mother  joined.” 

WILLIA^kl  CLINGAN  was  born  in  Donegal 
tottTiship,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  28,  1753.  His 
father’s  name  was  Thomas  and  his  mothers  Chris- 
tian name  was  Margaret.  Thomas  Clingan  emi- 
grated from  County  Donegal,  Ireland.  He  and  h,is 
Avife  iMargaret  had  children  as  follows;  William, 
bom  Sept.  28,  1753,  married  Jane  Eoan : iMary. 
born  Sept.  1,  1755,  married  James  Scott;  Ge<5rge, 
born  Jan.  25,  1760.  married;  Jennet,  bom  April 
27,  1763,  married  James  Simpson. 

William  Clingan  Avas  married  to  Jane  Eoan 
June  11,  17  78.  He  died  May  24,  1822,  and  Avas 
buried  in  LcAA'isburg  cemetery  ; his  wife,  also  buried 
there,  died  May  9,  1838.  Their  issue : Margaret, 
born  Oct.  18.  1779,  married  John  Scott  Nov.  15, 
1798  (he  died  Sept.  18,  1821.  in  the  fifty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age,  in  ^Montgomery  toAvn- 
ship,  Franklin  county:  she  died  Aug.  2, 

1849,  about  one  o’clock,  p.  m.)  ; John,  born 
April  26,  1781,  died  Sept.  15,  1841 ; ,:knne 
E.,  born  Jan.  23,  1783,  married  Joseph  Lawson, 
March  19,  1812;  Thomas,  born  May  19,  1785. 
married  Margaret  Lewi.'=,  Jan.  5,  1813;  Elizabeth, 
l)orn  Jan.  13,  1787,  married  Thomas  Barber, 
March  26,  1812;  George,  born  Oct.  26.  1788.  mar- 
ried Eliza  Scott  Oct.  7,  1817:  Flavel.  l>orn  iMarch 
18,  1795,  married  iMarv  Ann  Scott,  l\Iay  25,  1819. 

Of  these  Joseph  LaAvson  (died  Feh.  24,  1843, 
aged  sixty-fiA'e)  and  Anne  E.,  his  Avife,  had 
children:  Jane  Eoan,  born  Dec.  19,  1813,  mar- 
ried Paschal  L.  Wright,  Oct.  18.  1836;  Margaret 
Strawbridge,  born  Oct.  7,  1815,  married  Dr,  Jacob 
Schuvler  Dec.  6,  1864;  William,  born  Dec.  3,  1817, 
married  Hannah  Sanderson  Oct.  19,  1843  (she 
died  A])ril  29,  1854)  ; John,  bom  Nov.  30,  1819, 
married  Elizabeth  Finney  Jan.  15,  1845;  Eliz.abcth 
Avas  bom  Fel>.  17.  1822:  James,  Ixwn  Nov.  14, 
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niarricd  J ano  If.  C'liiigau  April  1852, 
Aiul  married  (second)  dane  Finney  Feb.  Id,  1881. 

Thomas  Cliugan  died  April  24,  1858,  aged  sev- 
enty-three -years,  ami  IMargaret,  his  widow,  died 
Dee.  31,  1861,  agecl  seventy-one  years.  They  had 
children;  Elizabeth  Bonde,  born  June  18,  1814, 
married  Samuel  Plarris  Laird  Xov.  15,  1836  ; Wil- 
liam, born  March  22,  1816,  married  Mary  E.  Dean 
June  12,  1856;  Jane  Roan,  born  March  8,  1818, 
married  James  Lawson  Ap*'il  27,  1852  (she  died 
April  8,  1882 ) ; ^lar}^  Lewis  was  born  }»Iarch 
19,  1820  ; Adelia  Lewis,  born  May  21,  1822,  mar- 
ried John  Steritt  X’ov.  18,  1868;  Sarah  Ami, 
born  Dee.  31,  1824.  married  William  B.  Dougal, 
Jan.  2,  1849,  and  died  April  17,  1862,  leaving  a 
daughter  a week  old;  Paschal  L.,  born  Feb.  6, 
1830,  married  Maria  S.  Zuber,  Feb.  28,  1868. 

Thomas  Barber  (died  April  14,  1856,  aged  sev- 
enty-one years,  one  month,  twenty-three  days)  and 
Elizabeth  his  wife  had  children ; Sarah,  born 
j\Iarch  6.  1815,  married  John  A.  Vanvalza  Oct. 
9,  1844  (lie  died  Aug.  26,  1854)  ; Jane  Roan,  born 
^lay  17,  1817,  married  Laird  Howard,  Feb.  2, 
1836;  Robert,  born  June  30,  1819,  married  Mar- 
tha Ellen  Young,  Jan.  18,  1844;  Margaret,  born 
March  18,  1821,  married  John  Wilson  Oct.  2, 
1865;  'William,  bom  July  31,  1823,  married 
Mary  Foster,  Xov.  11,  1847;  Flavel  C.,  born  Jan. 
30,  iS30,  married. 

George  Clingan  and  Eliza,  his  wife,  had  chil- 
dren: William,  born  in  August,  1818;  i\Iary,  bom 
October,  1820  (died  Sept.  12,  1824)  ; Jane,  bom 
September,  1822  (died  Sept.  4,  1824)  ; Mary  Jane, 
born  Jan.  15,  1825;  Martha  Ann,  born  Oct.  4, 
1828;  Margaretta,  l)orn  October,  1830  (died  Jan. 
13,  1834)  ; Elizabeth,  born  December,  1832  (died 
Sept.  4,  1843);  Clarissa,  bom  Xovember,  1834 
(married  Scott  Clingan  Jan.  2,  1870)  ; Flavel, 
born  August,  1837  (died  Sept.  10,  1843)  ; Alex- 
ander Scott,  born  October,  1839  (died  Aug.  23, 
1843). 

Flavel  Clingan  and  ilary  Ann,  his  wife,  had 
children : Alexander  S.,  born  in  August,  1820,  died 
in  September.  1821;  Jane,  born  March  28,  1822, 
married  James  Hayes  Jan.  19,  1847;  iMary  Mc- 
Kean, bom  March  1,  1824,  died  May  1,  1834; 
AVilliam,  born  June  18,  1826,  married  Elizabeth 
Finney  May  10,  1864;  Scott,  born  Dec.  12,  1828, 
married  Clarissa  Clingan  Jan.  2,  1870;  Thomas, 
born  Feb.  6,  1831,  married  ifarv  Emily  Sedam 
March  25,  1856 ; George  was  born  in  ^larch,  1833  : 
Flavel  Roan,  bom  July  26,  1835,  died  April  21, 
1859 ; Ann  iMary,  born  in  July,  1838,  married 
James  Finney  Xov.  30,  1865 ; Martha,  born  Xov. 
4,  1840,  died  Oct.  5.  1841. 

Elizabeth  Roan  married  Y'illiam  Clark  June  19, 
1787.  Their  children:  Roan,  bom  June  9,  1788, 

married  Dehaven  in  July,  1824;  Sarah 

was  bora  Xov.  19,  1789 : 'William,  born  iMay  5, 
1791,  married  Hannah  Brewster  in  September, 


1821  (he  died  in  1836)  ; Flavel  was  bom  P'eb,  9, 
1793 ; Peggy,  born  XYv.  18,  1794,  died  Sept.  4, 
1795;  Walter,  bom  Jan.  27,  1797,  married  Esther 
'Hill  Aug.  5,  1819  (he  died  in  1835)  ; James,  born 
Sept.  18,  1799,  married  Jane  Sweney  Aug.  13, 
1824  (she  died  lea\ing  a daughter  named  Mar- 
garet), and  married  (second)  Sarah  Crawford 
Sept.  13,  1836. 

i\Iary  Roan  married  Xathan  Stockman  Oct.  10, 
1789,  and  died  Jan.  4,  1846,  about  ten  o’clock  a. 
m.,  at  Sharpsville.  Their  children:  James,  born 
in  X'ovember,  1790,  married  Martha  Dryden; 
Anne,  born  Jan.  28,  1793,  married  Mark  Clark 
(March  21,  1812 ; John,  bom  Xov.  4,  1795,  married 
Hannah  Dryden  July  4,  1820;  Isabella,  born  Sept. 
2,  1797,  married  James  Shar]^  in  September,  1822; 
Joseph  (.Gardner,  born  July  2,  1800,  died  at  Xew 
Orleans  in  1835;  Samuel  Maclay  was  born  Jan. 
20,  1902 ; Ijaird  Harris,  born  Dec.  7,  1804,  died 
May  2,  1905  ; Jane  Harris,  born  April  5,  1805, 
married  Mr.  Baltzhoover  in  1824. 

WILLI  AIM  F.  GROW,  of  Shamokin,  is  well 
known  in  that  town  both  in  a business  way  and 
as  assessor  of  the  Fourth  ward,  which  position  he 
has  held  since  1902.  He  has  been  engaged  as  a 
barber  at  Xo.  114  South  Market  street  for  many 
years. 

Mr.  Grow  was  born  in  Jackson  township,  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  Oct.  18,  1867,  son  of  John 
Grow,  and  grandson  of  Daniel  Grow.  The  grand- 
father lived  and  died  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township, 
this  county,  where  he  is  buried.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  crockery  business  at  Swabian  Creek  and  was 
well  known  in  his  day. 

John  Grow,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  Lower 
(Mahanoy  township,  where  he  was  reared.  He  was 
for  manv  years  engaged  on  construction  and  re- 
pair work  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  being  em- 
ployed on  the  building  of  the  road  between  Sun- 
bury  and  Harrisburg  by  Richard  (Malone,  who  was 
the  "contractor,  and  he  was  subsequently  employed 
I)V  the  Pennsylvania  Company  on  repair  work  for 
a period  of  twenty-five  }ears.  He  then  came  to 
Shamokin,  where  he  was  employed  by  Andrew 
Robinson;  at  the  mines,  until  his  death.  His  in- 
dustry and  upright  life  won  him  general  respect, 
and  lie  was  elected  supervisor  of  Coal  township, 
serving  one  year  in  that  office.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics. 

John  Grow  married  Elizabeth  Shemorry,  of 
Snyder  counhq  Pa.,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  named  children : Daniel,  Sarah  F., 

(Mary  A.,  Milliain  F.,  Charles  E.  (who  was  killed 
in  tile  mines),  Samuel,  George,  and  Louisa  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years). 

'William  F.  Grow  attended  school  in  Jackson 
township.  His  tirst  work  was  upon  the  farm,  but 
like  many  in  the  region  ho  soon  found  employ- 
ment at  the  tniiu^,  beginning  as  slate  picker  at  the 
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Excelsior  Colliery  when  lie  was  fourteen  years 
old.  However,  he  did  not  continue  at  this  line  of 
work  for  long,  only  one  year  in  fact  after  he  be- 
came a regular  miner.  In  1887  he  took  up  the 
barber’s  trade,-  which  he  has  followed  ever  since. 
For  many  years  he  has  had  his  own  place  of  busi- 
ness, being  located  at  Xo.  Ill  South  Market 
street,  uhere  he  also  lives.  His  place  has  a reli- 
able and  profitable  patronage,  being  known  for  ex- 
cellent service  and  unusually  good  management. 

Mr.  Grow  was  appointed  assessor  in  190,2,  to  fill 
the  unexpired  tenii  of  Charles  A.  Zerbe,  rvho  had 
died  while  in  office,  and  he  was  regularly  elected 
in  190-1,  since  when  he  has  continued  in  the  posi- 
tion by  reelection,  in  1907  and  1910.  He  is  a 
Kepublican  in  political  sentiment.  Fraternally 
Mr.  jGrow  holds  membership  in  the  Eoyal  Ar- 
canum, the  Improved  Order  of  Red  l\Ieu  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Grow  inarrieil  Emma  Dinger,  daughter  of 
John  Dinger,  of  Schuylkill  county,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Lewis  E.,  who  is  at  present  a high  school 
student. 

THOMAS  H.  LIPPIATT,  who  has  long  been 
in  the  front  rank  of  the  progressive  and  success- 
ful business  men  of  Shamokin,  where  he  is  at  pres- 
ent engaged  as  a dealer  in  furniture  and  carpets, 
is  a native  of  Somersetshire,  England,  born  Jan. 
3,  1853,  son  of  Henry  and  Ann  (Hodges)  Lip- 
piatt. 

Henry  Lippiatt  was  a miner  in  England,  where 
his  entire  life  was  passed.  He  married  Ann  Hod- 
ges, who  after  her  husband’s  death  brought  her 
three  children  to  America,  landing  at  Xew  York 
City  in  May,  1861.  They  first  located  at  Locust 
Gap,  Pa.,  but  in  1865  came  to  Shamokin.  Mrs. 
Lippiatt,  the  mother,  is  still  living,  now  (1911)  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  son  Thomas  H.  Her  children  were : 
Elizabeth,  who  married  James  Swift,  and  died  in 
Shamokin  in  1908,  the  mother  of  Sarah,  John, 
Job,  William,  Jennie,  May  and  David;  James, 
chief  of  police  at  Lewisburg,  Pa. ; and  Thomas  H. 

Thomas  H.  Lippiatt  accompanied  his  mother  to 
America  and  to  Shamokin,  and  here  attended  the 
public  schools.  His  first  work  was  in  the  mines, 
where  lie  continued  to  work  for  seventeen  years. 
In  1881  he'  began  the  manufacture  of  picture 
frames,  and  later  he  took  up  photography  in  con- 
nection with  his  frame  business.  Ilis  studio  was 
located  on  Independence  street,  where  he  had  a 
most  attractive  art  room,  as  well  as  the  leading 
place  of  its  kind  in  this  section  of  the  State.  In 
1892  he  built  a fine  four-story  building,  and  bought 
out  the  furniture  business  of  ex-County  Treasurer 
Malcolm  Farrow  in  February,  1894.  At  this  time 
he  gave  up  the  photographic  part  of  his  business, 
and  by  devoting  his  whole  time  and  energy  to  the 
one  line  has  made  a great,  succes.s  of  it.  He  is  a 


man  of  good  executive  aliility,  and  his  prompt  and 
pleasing  method  of  dealing  with  his  patrons,  who 
have  learned  to  have  implicit  confidence  in  him, 
has  won  him  a leading  place  in  commercial  circles. 

In  1875  Mr.  Lippiatt  married  Clara  Zimmer- 
man, daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Fasold)  Zim- 
mci-man,  of  Upper  Augusta  township,  Xorthum- 
berland  county.  Seven  children  have  been  born  to 
them,  as  follows : Alice  C.  married  Samuel 
Harris,  of  Philadelphia,  and  has  two  sons,  Clar- 
ence and  Paul  Eugene;  Eva  E.,  who  was  a trained 
nurse  for  ten  years,  is  now  the  wife  of’  M.  G.  Gou- 
nerman,  of  Shamokin,  and  has  one  son,  Frederick 
L. ; George  died  aged  nine  years ; Charles  is  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  T.  II.  Lippiatt  & Sons,  hav- 
ing been  admitted  as  a partner  in  the  fall  of  1908 ; 
Elizabeth  married  Joseph  Jones  and  has  one 
daughter,  Gertrude  Elizabeth;  John  Stanley  be- 
came a member  of  the  firm  of  T.  H.  Lippiatt  & 
Sons  in  the  fall  of  1908;  Fay  is  at  home. 

Mr.  Lippiatt  has  taken  a very  prominent  part 
in  churcli  and  Sunday  school  work,  has  held  all 
the  offices  in  the  Lincoln  Street  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  has  served  as  general  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  school,  a position  which 
he  still  continues  to  occupv.  Since  1900 
he  has  been  president  of  the  Xorthumberland 
Sunday  School  Association.  At  the  time  the  new 
chfirch  was  built  he  was  appointed  collector,  and 
in  five  years’  time  had  raised  $25,000.  The  church 
was  built  in  1883,  and  Mr.  Lippiatt  was  a member 
of  the  building  committee.  He  is  a charter  mem- 
l)er  of  the  Shamokiu  Business  Men’s  Association, 
and  was  elected  its  president  in  1909.  Fraternally 
he  is  a member  of  Lodge  Xo.  125,  I.  0.  0.  F.  In 
politics  he  is  a Republican.  In  many  ways  he  has 
proved  himself  a very  useful  citizen,  as  well  as  a 
very  genial  companion,  and  he  is  highly  respected 
as  a man  and  esteemed  as  a friend. 

LEMIS  LE\’AX  HUXTZIXGER  has  been  sta- 
tioned at  Sunbury  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Railway  Company  since  1899  and  now  holds 
the  responsible  position  of  train  dispatcher  at  that 
point.  He  has  hecn  in  the  railroad  service  from 
youth  and  with  the  Pennsyhania  Company  since 
Xov.  7,  1894,  and  has  proved  aide  and  efficient 
in  the  performance  of  the  various  duties  which 
have  been  intrusted  to  h'im.  iMr.  Huntzinger  is 
a native  of  Shamokin,  XorthumI)erland  county, 
born  IMarch  17,  1876,  and  is  a mendrer  of  the 
fifth  generation  of  his  Ijranch  of  the  family  in 
America,  being  a lineal  descendant  of  John  George 
Huntzinger. 

John  George  Huntzinger  came  to  this  country 
from  Germany  in  1749  as  a pas.senger  on  the  ship 
‘‘Jacob,”  from  Amsterdam,  which  ([ualified  Oct.  2, 
1749.  Ho  became  a taxpayer  of  what  is  now 
Brunswick  township.  Schuvlkill  (then  Berks)  Co., 
Pa.,  where  he  rvas  a pioneer  farmer  and  died  in 
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ISO.’?.  His  family  consisted  of  nine  cliildren.  six 
sons  and  three  daughters:  Jacob,  George,  Jolm, 
Henr}’,  Michael,  Daniel,  Eosina,  Molly  and  Cath- 
arine. 

Jacob  Huntzinger,  son  of  John  George,  lived 
at  Onvigsburg,  Schuylkill  county,  where  he  was 
a leading  merchant,  and  he  died  there  during 
the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
seven  3'ears.  He  also  owned  farm  lands,  and  was 
a wealthy  man  for  his  day.  He  and  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Holler,  were  both  six 
feet  in  height.  They  had  a large  family,  viz. ; 
Samuel,  who  died  at  Pottsville ; Jacob,  who  died 
at  Pottsville;  Edward,  who  died  at  Schuylkill 
Haven;  Frank,  who  died  at  Fairfield,  Iowa;  Wil- 
liam, who  died  at  Schuylkill  Haven;  Charles,  who 
died  at  Philadelphia;  Mrs.  Stephen  Balliet;  Mrs. 
John  Schoener;  and  George  L.,  who  died  in  Cuba. 

Charles  Huntzinger,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in 
1820  and  died  Jan.  27,  1902,  at  Philadelphia, 
whither  he  removed  in’  1864.  He  was  Engaged 
in  business  at  Schuylkill  Haven,  having  a large 
mercantile  establishment  there  while  the  canal  was 
at  the  height  of  its  popularity,  and  also  had  farms 
and  a boat  yard,  being  a thrifty,  energetic  and 
prosperous  man.  He  married  Amanda  Kitchen, 
daughter  of  William  Kitchen,  at  one  time  sheriff 
of  Montour  county.  Pa.,  and  she  survived  him, 
dying  at  Philadelphia  Feb.  28,  1903,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-one  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  as  follows : Emma  married  Harry 
Eothermel ; Sue  married  George  Wells,  a promi- 
nent citizen  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa ; William  C.  is 
mentioned  below ; Albert  died  in  Philadelphia ; 
Ida  married  Eobert  Clark,  of  New  York  City; 
Addie  (deceased)  married  William  Folger;  Nellie 
married  William  Hedley.  of  Philadelphia;  George 
died  young,  in  Philadelphia. 

William  C.  Huntzinger,  son  of  Charles,  was 
born  Feb.  6,  1817,  at  Schuylkill  Haven,  Schuyl- 
kill Co.,  Pa.,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  that  place  and  at  the  Danville 
Business  Academy..  He  was  employed  as  book- 
keeper by  Douty,  Eeed  & Gable,  miners,  and  later 
took  a position  as  bookkeeper  with  Heim  & Good- 
will, of  Shamokin,  remaining  with  them  for  six 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Adams  Express  Company,  rvitli 
which  his  services  cover  a period  of  forty  years. 
He  still  holds  a position  with  that  companv,  and 
is  one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  Shamo- 
kin, where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home.  He  is 
well  known  there  in  various  connections,  being 
a member  of  Shamokin  Lodge,  No.  255,  F.  & A. 
M.,  of  which  he  is  a past  master  ; a member  of 
the  Temple  Club  of  Shamokin  ; a past  noble  grand 
of  Mount  Tabor  Lodge,  No.  125,  I.  0.  6.  F. ; 
and  a past  chief  patriarch  of  Susquehanna  En- 
campment, I.  0.  0.  F.  He  was  at  one  time  cap- 
tain of  a rnilitarv  companv  at  IMount  Carmel, 
42  “ " 


tliis  county,  and  during  the  Civil  war  enlisted 
for  service  in  the  navy.  Sept.  2,  1863,  being  as- 
signed to  the  “Iroquois,”  under  Capt.  C.  E.  P. 
.Rogers.  At  the  time  of  President  Lincoln's  as- 
sassination he  was  on  the  island  of  Java.  He 
had  many  and  varied  experiences  while  in  the 
navy,  traveling  all  around  the  world,  and  was  dis- 
charged in  1867. 

On  Oct.  30,  1870,  IMr.  Huntzinger  married 
Catharine  Louise  Hoover,  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Margaret  (Keefer)  Hoover,  and  eight  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union:  Fredericl^  Charles 
and  Lewis  Levan  of  Sunburv ; Annie,  wife  of 
.rames  Schlegel,  of  Shamokin,  Pa. : Arthur  B.,  of 
Sayre,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa. ; Margaret,  wife  of  Ar- 
thur Hudson,  of  Shamokin;  arid  three  who  died 
voung.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  Oct.  22, 
1908,  and  is  buried  at  Shamokin. 

Lewis  Levan  Huntzinger  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Shamokin  and  the  district  schools  of 
Upper  Augusta  township,  this  county,  graduating 
from  the  gramiqar  school  at  Shamokin  and  from 
the  Shamokin  business  college.  He  was  engaged 
for  a year  at  Shamokin  in  the  Koch  bookstore 
as  clerk  and  circulation  manager,  and  then  took 
a position  with  the  Adams  Express  Company  at 
Shamokin,  since  which  time  he  has  been  in  the 
railroad  service.  He  began  as  a student  of  te- 
legraphy on  the  Philadelphia  & Leading  railroad 
at  Excelsior,  Northumberland  countv,  serving 
three  months  while  learning,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  the  main  office  at  Shamokin  under  the 
management  of  E.  G.  IMarkley,  until  placed  as 
extra  operator  (between  Tamaqua  and  Newberry 
Junction.  He  resigned  in  1894  to  enter  the  serv- 
ice of  the  Pennsylvania  Company,  as  night  opera- 
tor at  Shamokin,  and  after  only  a week's  service 
in  that  capacity  was  made  day  operator  at  Weigh 
Scales,  this  countv,  continuing  for  four  and  a half 
years  under  W.  W.  Evert,  weigh  master.  In  1899 
he  was  transferred  to  Sunbury  as  extra  o]ierator, 
was  made  regular  operator  here  Feb.  1,  1901,  and 
Dec.  20,  1902,  became  assistant  to  the  train  dis- 
patcher. He  was  himself  promoted  to  the  posi- 
tion of  train  dispatcher  May  15,  1905.  IMr. 
Huntzinger  was  sent  hy  the  company  to  Shenan- 
doah Aug.  6,  1905,  to  handle  Philadelphia  & 
Leading  trains  over  the  Pcnnsvlvania  tracks 
caused  by  Mahanoy  Plane  breaking  doum,  a trust 
which  he  discharged  most  ablv  and  satisfactorily. 
He  returned  to  Sunbury  Sept.  17,  1905. 

Since  he  has  made  his  home  in  Sunbury  IMr. 
Huntzinger  has  taken  part  in  its  pul)lic  adminis- 
tration as  a memher  of  tlic  school  board  from  the 
Eighth  ward,  in  which  position  ho  has  served  con- 
tinuously since  1!I06.  He  has  been  chairman  of 
the  financial  committee  of  the  hoard  ever  since 
l)ecoming  a meml)cr  of  that  hodv,  of  which  he  was 
treasurer  in  PiOit.  Two  buildings  have  l)een 
erected  during  his  incumbency,  tlie  Lloyd  T. 
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IJoln'luu-li  and  Francis  K.  1 li'uiiiheller,  iM.  I),  sclmol 
buildings.  i\Ir.  Ilunrzinger  has  been  very  active 
in  the  Kepuhliean  organization,  was  conmiittee- 
nian  of  the  Eighth  ward  two  terms  and  was  made 
chairman  of  the  Eepuldican  Club  of  Sunl)urv  or- 
ganized in  1004.  Socially  he  is  a well  known 
Mason,  liolding  membership  in  Lodge  Xo.  ’CL  F. 
&■  A.  iM.,  of  Suid)ury  (having  demitted  from  Sha- 
mokin  Lodge  Xo.  205),  of  wliich  lie  is  the  pres- 
ent master,  in  Xorthumherland  Chapter,  Xo.  174, 
1?.  A.  ^I.,  and  Mount  Hermon  Commandery,  Xo. 
85,  K.  T.,  and  a charter  member  of  the  Temple 
Cdub. 

On  Feb.  28,  1804,  i\rr.  Iluntzinger  married 
Mary  Febecca  Kiamer.  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Sarah  (lihoads)  Kramer,  of  Excelsior,  4’a.,  and 
they  liave  had  two  children,  Sarali  Catharine  and 
AVilliifni  Josepli,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. The  family  are  memhers  of  the  Zion  Luth- 
eran Church. 

Fi:edki:ick  Ciiaulk.s  Hl’xtzixger.  lirother  of 
Lewis  Levan,  was  horn  in  Mount  Carmel,  Aug. 

20,  1874.  He  was  educated  in  Shamokin  schools, 
graduating  from  the  Shamokin  high  school  in 
May,  1880.  He  began  as  a clerk  in  a book  and 
stationery  store  in  Shamokin  for  E.  A.  Koch  and 
remained  here  for  about  two  years,  and  then  ac- 
cepted a position  as  driver  for  tlie  Adams  Express 
Company.  He  then  came  to  Sunbury  as  messen- 
ger for  the  same  company,  was  transferred  to  ^Yil- 
liainsport.  Pa.,  as  depot  agent,  remaining  here 
tliree  years,  "then  to  Harrisburg  as  receiving  clerk, 
remaining  two  vears.  finally  coming  back  lo  Sun- 
bury as  agent  of  that  station  in  1003,  and  he  is 
now  filling  that  position  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
company. 

Mr.  Iluntzinger  married  Flmnia  G.  Garber, 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ellen  (Search)  Gar- 
ber, of  IVIontandon,  and  tliey  reside  at  Xo.  444 
Pace  street,  Sunliury.  In  politics  Mr.  Iluntzinger 
is  a Pepublican.  He  and  his  family  worship  at 
Zion's  Lutheran  Church  at  Sunhury.  He  is  a 
member  of  Lodge  Xo.  22,  F.  A.  M.,  of  Sun- 
bury. 

WETZEL.  Among  the  early  immigrants  to 
Pennsylvania  were  a number  of  Wetzels,  some  nf 
them  uudouhtedly  related.  One  Hans  IMartin  Wet- 
zel arrived  on  the  ship  “Brittania’’  and  C|ualitied  by 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  at  Philadelphia.  Sept. 

21,  1731.  His  age  then  is  given  as  thirty-one 
years.  His  \\ife,  Maria  Barbara  Wetzel,  was  thir- 
ty-three years  old.  On  the  same  ship  were  the  fol- 
lowing, ])rol>ably  children:  Hans  Martin  Wetzel, 
aged  six  years;  Xicholaus  Wetzel,  aged  four  years; 
Katherina  Wetzel,  aged  tlireo  years.  There  is  also 
the  name  of  IMaria  Barbara  Wetzel,  who  may  have 
been  a sister  of  the  pioneer  ( PennsyUania  Ar- 
chives, pages  21),  34  and  35). 

John  Jacob  Y'ctzd  came  on  the  ship  “Charm- 


ing Xancy''  of  London,  Charles  Stedman,  master, 
from  Botterdam,  cpiatified  Oct.  3,  1737. 

Philip  Wetzel  came  on  the  ship  “'Davy,'’  M'illiam 
Patton,  commander,  from  Amsterdam,  tjualitied 
Oct.  25,  1738. 

Hans  Martin  M'etzel,  who  came  to  the  Xew 
World  in  1731,  settled  on  that  territory  now  em- 
hraced  in  Lehigh  county.  Pa.  Six  years  later  he 
was  followed  by  John  Jacol)  Wetzel,  who  located  in 
Hereford  township,  in  Berks  county,  only  several 
miles  distant;  and  .these  two,  in  1738,  were  fol- 
lowed by  Philip  Wetzel.  That  a kinsliip  existed 
between  these  three  ])ioneeis  cannot  be  doubted,  and 
it  is  \ery  probable  that  they  were  brothers — an- 
other group  of  the  “three  In'othcrs"  found  among 
the  emigrant  ancestors  of  so  many  American  fam- 
ilies. 

In  the  Ust  of  early  settlers  in  the  region  of 
Emaus,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.,  in  the  section  of  5lilt’iyrd 
and  Longswamp  townships,  whose  names  with  place 
of  birth  appear  on  the  original  church  record  of 
the  Emaus  Moravian  Church,  was  that  of  Cath- 
arina  IVetzel,  who  was  from  ’‘Kppa"  Mannheim, 
in  the  Palatinate.  The  genealogist  gleans  from 
the  above  item  that  the  Wetzels  were  German- 
Palatinates. 

According  to  family  tradition  an  old  Wetzel  had 
settled  somewhere  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  had  a 
mtmber  of  children,  among  whom  were  sons: 
John,  Georg,  and  Louis.  It  is  further  stated  that 
this  pioneer  and  his  wife  were  scalped  by  the  Tn- 
dia.ns,“and  that  when  the  sons  returned  borne  and 
found  their  parents  thus  cnielly  murdered  they 
vowed  vengeance  upon  the  savages.  Louis  tlierc- 
after  devoted  himself  to  the  extermination  of  tlie 
Indians.  He  was  a rare  marksman,  and  could 
run  like  a deer.  The  compiler  of  this  article  is  of 
the  impression  that  the  place  of  settlement  was  not 
the  Ohio,  but  the  Sust|uehanna,  river.  A large 
number  of  Wetzels  live  in  Snyder  county.  I’a..  in 
the  Buffalo  Valley,  in  Union  countv,  and  in  the 
IMahantango  valley,  in  the  lower  part  of  Xorthum- 
herland county.  They  all  speak  German,  and  say 
their  forbears  spoke  of  “Der  Longswamp.  in  Bercks 
County.” 

The  Federal  Census  Peport  of  1700  records  these 
Wetzels  as  heads  of  families,  etc.:  Gt'orge  Wet- 

zel and  wife  had  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  all 
the  sons  under  sixteen  years  of  age;  he  then  lived 
in  Longswamp  townshiji.  Conrad  Wetzel  also 
lived  in  Longswani])  township  and  had  two  daugh- 
ters. Philij)  Wetzel  lived  in  Hereford  township, 
and  he  and  wife  liad  then  two  sons  under  sixteen 
years  of  age,  ami  three  daughters.  John  Wetzel 
had  two  sons  over  sixteen  years  of  age,  one  son  un- 
der sixteen,  and  two  daughters;  he  lived  in  .Mae- 
ungie  township.  Xorthampton  (now  Lehigh) 
countv.  John  Wetzel,  Jr.,  lived  in  the  same  t()wn- 
ship  as  his  father,  and  he  and  his  wife  had  two 
daughters.  I'onrad  Wetzel  lived  in  Upper  .Mil- 
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ford  township;  Lis  I'aiuily  coiisistod  of  hiinsolf  and 
wife,  two  sons  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
tliree  daughters.  Peter  Wetzel  lived  in  Upper  ilil- 
ford  township,  X'orthaiupton  (now  Lehigh)  coun- 
ty, and  had  one  soil  under  sixteen  years  of  age  and 
two  daughters.  iMieliael  and  Conrad  Wetzel  both 
lived  in  Penn  township,  X’orthaiupton  county,  in 
1190;  it  appears  that  Michael  was  a widower,  and 
had  a son  over  sixteen  years  old,  and  that  Conrad 
was  married  but  had  no  children. 

John.  IVetzel  lii  ed  near  the  present  line  of  Berks 
and  Lehigh  counties.  Pa.  He  had  sons:  Henry, 

Peter,  Daniel  and  Hans  Georg,  who  lived  in  Le- 
high county.  The  old  M'etzel  homestead  is  lo- 
cated near  8t.  Peter's  Church,  in  Upper  IMilford 
township.  It  was  built  in  1740,  of  logs,  and  was 
occupied  until  1900. 

Peter  Wetzel,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  1778  and 
died  in  1870,  in  his  ninety-second  year.  He  ornied 
:a  thirty  acre  tract  of  htnd  near  Bed  Lion,  in  U)iig- 
swanip  township,  on  wdiich  he  lived.  He  was  a 
carpenter  ami  coffin  maker,  being  an  excellent  me- 
chanic and  an  expert  wood  worker.  In  his  day  he 
made  many  coffins.  It  was  then  the  custom  to 
place  the  dead  on  a large  covered  wagon,  to  which 
usually  were  hitched  fourteen  horses.  The  seats 
were  arranged  along  the  two  sides  of  the  wagon, 
and  occupied  lyv  the  bereaved,  the  coffin  being 
placed  in  the  middle  between  the  two  rows  of 
mourners.  They  now  proceeded  to  the  church. 
■“Old  Peter’"  Wetzel,  as  lie  was  known,  was  a pop- 
ular man,  personally,  and  well  known  in  his  line. 
He  held  many  funerals,  and  tauglit  many  the  car- 
penter's trade.  His  wife,  Anna  Margaret  Gaunxer. 
died  when  past  eighty  years  of  age.  Both  were 
members  of  tlie  Peformed  congregation  of  Long- 
swamp  church.  They  had  children;  George;  Sal- 
lie,  who  married  Xathan  Heimbach  and  had  chil- 
dren, Amanda,  Lovina,  Sarah  and  Henry;  and 
Lydia,  who  married  Henry  Heimbach,  a brother 
of  Xathan  (they  had  no  cliildren). 

George  'Wetzel  was  born  in  Longswamp  town- 
ship in  Xovember,  1818,  and  died  there  in  Octo- 
ber, 1900,  aged  eighty-two  years.  His  wife  Leah 
M'as  a daughter  of  Da^id  Conrad,  of  Longswamp 
township.  She  was  l)orn  in  18'31,  and  died  in  1899. 
aged  seventy-eight  years.  They  are  buried  at  the 
Longswamp  Cl  lurch,  of  which  both  were  members, 
belonging  to  the  German  Peformed  Congregation; 
he  was  a deacon  and  elder.  He  was  a Democrat  in 
7)olitics,  and  served  his  district  on  the  school  Ixiard. 
He  OAvned  his  father’s  homestead  of  thirty  acres, 
and  also  bought  120  acres  of  laud,  Avas  .prosperous, 
and  built  an  addition  to  the  old  barn.  He  and  his 
wife  had  eleAun  children,  namely:  Peter.  IMary, 

Charles,  Caroline.  David  C.,  Henry  C.,  Lovina, 
Sallie,  Amanda.  Katie  and  Levi.  Of  these  iMary, 
Caroline,  Lovina,  Katie  and  Levi  all  died  Avithin 
six"  Avecks’  time,  from,  diphtheria,  in  1802. 

David  C.  ’\\'etzel,  shoemaker  at  Seisholtzville,  in 


Berks  county,  I’a..  Ava^  born  in  tlie  adjoininy 
toAvnship  of  IjongsAvanui,  Feb.  28.  1817.  When 
seventeen  years  old  he  commenced  to  learn  ins 
trade  from  his  brother  Charles.  V>  lieu  twenty- 
four  he  married  Amelia,  daughter  of  \\  illiam  and 
Amelia  (Puth)  Itleitzler.  of  Hereford  toAvnship, 
and  in  1873  tliey  moved  to  Seisholtzville.  Avhere 
they  have  siirce  lived.  He  u.tually  had  three  or 
four  ap|)rentices,  and  in  a Avinter  season  made  sev- 
eral hundred  pairs  of  slioes  by  hand,  shoe  factories 
in  those  daA's  being  rrnknoAvn.  He  and  his  family 
occupy  a house  that  Avas  built  about  the  time  of 
the  Pevolutionary  Avar,  if  not  earlier;  it  is  of  log 
construction,  but  i'=  noAv  weather-boarded,  and  in 
AA'inter  is  A'ery  Avarm.  Mr.  IVetzel  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Peformed  Church  in  Long- 
SAA'ani],)  toAvnship.  He  and  his  Avife  have  tAVO  chil- 
dren: Ii'Avin  D.,  noAV  of  XorristoAvn,  Pa.,  married 

Posa  Fry.  and  their  children  are.  Ambrose,  Her- 
bert. IVarren  and  I\Iinerva;  Minnie  married  Harry 
0.  Moll,  of  Seisholtzville.  Pa.,  and  had  Pearl,  AYr- 
na  and  George. 

Henry  C.  "Wetzel  (brother  of  David  C.  "Wetzel), 
a retired  farmer  at  Seisholtzville,  Fa.,  aaus  Irorn  in 
LongsAvamp  toAvnshiiA,  Feb.  17,  1849.  M hen 

tAventy-one  years  of  age  he  began  farming  for  his 
father  at  Ped  laon.  continuing  thus  for  fourteen 
vears.  In  1888  he  purchased  the  Christoirhel  Bit- 
tenl)ender  faim  on  Avhich  he  luX'  since  liA'ed,  a 
tract  of  112  acres.  The  present  house  on  this  farm 
Avas  built  by  Jacob  Bitteubender.  Sr.  Air.  A\et- 
zel  in  1S9.1  built  the  present  barn.  He  has  a Aal- 
uable  property  and  the  excellent  condition  of  farm 
and . buildings*  testifies  to  his  good  management 
and  pi’osperity.  He  retired  in  1900.  He  is  a 
Democrat  and  has  held  toAvnship  offices.  He  and 
his  Avife  are  members  of  Huff  s Churcli,  Avhere  he 
sci’ves  as  elder.  In  1870  he  married  Hannalu 
daughter  of  Chrislophel  and  Aliby  (Pushi  Bit- 
tenbender.  and  granddaughter  of  Jacob  and  Su- 
sanna (Jung)  Bittenbender,  also  of  Hereford 
township.  Air.  and  Airs.  AVetzel  have  had  one 
son,  Ambrose,  Avho  Avas  born  in  1879  and  died  in 
189.1. 

Tliere*Avas  a John  AVetzel  Avho  became  an  early 
I’csident  -of  Packer  toAA'uship,  Carbon  Co..  Pa.,  as 
earl\'  as  1812.  and  located  on  lands  still  OAvned  by 
his  descendant^.  He  had  four  sons.  dohn.  A'al- 
entine,  Daiiiel  and  Davul,  and  t<mr  daughters. 
The  sons  settled  in  the  toAvnship.  David  living  to 
be  verv  old.  The  daughters  became  the  Avives  of 
SteiJien  Kerbcr.  James  Troy.  LcavIs  Hettinger  and 
Philip  Hinkle,  respectiAely. 

AVILLIAAI  A.  PILAX'D.  of  Sunbury,  has  been 
I'Ugaged  in  business  there  as  a liveryman  for  over 
a i|uarter  of  a century,  has  been  prominent  in  the 
municipal  administration  as  ])resident  of  the  h.or- 
ough  council,  in  Avhich  capacity  he  ser\ud  tAvo 
vears.  and  has  been  found  a valuable  ami  >ul)stau- 
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tial  man  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  business,  so- 
cial or  purely  personal.  He  is  thoroughly  respect- 
ed and  merits  the  high  position  he  holds  in  the  es- 
timation of  hisTellow  citizens. 

Samuel  Eiland,  grandfather  of  VTlliam  A. 
Eiland,  was  a native  of  Ireland.  On  coming  to 
this  t“ountry  he  settled  in  Upper  Augusta  town- 
ship, Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  followed 
farming,  owning  the  farm  which  was  later  the 
property  of  his  son  H.  James  Eiland  and  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  the  latteEs  son,  H.  B.  Eiland.  He 
married  a native  of  Germany,  and  he  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  German  Eeformed  Church.  He  is  huried 
in  the  lower  cemetery  at  Sunbury.  His  chil- 
dren were:  H.  James;  Mary,  Mrs.  William  Sny- 
der; Malinda,  IMrs.  Eohrbach ; Alice,  Jlrs^  Hirst 
Trego:  Martha,  who  married  William  Keller  and 
(second)  Jeremiah  Cooper  ; and  Lucy,  who  mar- 
ried James  Strine,  of  Milton,  Pennyslvania. 

H.  James  Eiland  was  born  in  1833  in  Upper 
Augusta  township,  and  passed  his  active  years 
there,  on  the  homestead  farm  of  13-5  acres,  suc- 
ceeding his  father  in  the  ownership  of  that  place. 
■He  was  an  intelligent  man  and  influential  in  the 
affairs  of  his  day,  serving  a nimiber  of  years  as 
school  director  of  his  home  torvushijr,  as  county 
commissioner  from  1863  to  1866,  and  as  repre- 
sentative of  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature 
from  1882  to  1881.  He  was  prominent  in  the 
work  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  several 
years  served  as  county  chairman.  He  was  one  of 
the  promoters  of  the  Upper  Augusta  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  wat  a director  for 
some  years.  Mr.  Eiland  passed  his  last  years  in 
Sunbury,  where  he  died  in  1901,  aged  sixty-eight 
years,  and  is  buried  in  Pomfret  IManor  cemetery. 
He  was  a member  of  the  German  Eeformed 
Church,  and  socially  belonged  to  the  Knights  of 
the  Golden  Eagle  and  to  Lodge  No.  22,  F.  & A.  M., 
of  which  he  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  at  the 
time  of  his  death. 

H.  James  Eiland  married  Mariah  Woolverton, 
who  was  born  in  1831,  daughter  of  Dennis  Wool- 
verton, of  Northumberland  county,  and  died  in 
1891.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them:  Em- 

ma, wife  of  Peter  Weiser,  of  Lower  Augirsta  town- 
ship; H.  B.,  of  Selinsgrove  Junction,  this  county; 
Laura,  who  is  unmarried;  William  A.;  Samu^'l  D.. 
of  Upper  Augusta,  this  county ; Charles  S.,  of 
Herndon,  this  county;  Jordan  W.,  of  Sunbury; 
and  ^lary,  wife  of  John  Miller,  of  Sunbury. 

William  A.  Eiland  was  born  Sept,  lo,  1859,  in 
Upper  Augusta'  township,  and  there  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  which,  however,  he  did  not  follow 
long  after  commencing  on  his  own  account.  For 
two  years  he  worked  at  Berwick,  Pa.,  after  which 
he  clerked  in  a general  store  at  Sunbury  for  two 
years  and  then  returned  to  the  homestead,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  several  years.  In 


1881  he  purchased  the  livery  business  in  Sunbury 
which  has  since  been  his  main  interest.  He  has  an 
excellent  location  at  No.  216  Woodlawn  avenue,. 
only  a half  square  from  the  Pennsylvania  passen- 
ger station,  and  does  the  leading  business  in  his 
line  in  Sunbury,  keeping  fifteen  horses  for  hire,. 
and  boarding  a large  number  of  horses.  He  deals 
occasionally  in  horses  ami  teams,  and,  in  fact,  has 
built  up  an  all-around  profitable  trade,  which  he 
has  handled  capably,  and  which  occupies  the  great- 
er part  of  his  time  and  attention.  He  is  a director 
of  the  North  Branch  Fire  Insurance  Company  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  was  organized  in  1910. 

Mr.  Eiland  has  for  a number  of  years  been  a 
leader  in  Democratic  circles  in  Sunbury,  and  he  has 
served  four  years  as  a member  of  the  council,  dur- 
ing the  last  two  years  of  that  time  having  the 
honor  of  presiding  over  that  body.  He  is  a mem- 
ber and  trustee  of  Lodge  No.  267,  B.  P.  0.  Elks, 
of  Sunbury,  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees- 
of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  in  the  work  of  which 
he  and  his  family  take  an  active  part. 

On  May  25,  1897,  Mr.  Eiland  married  Mary  M. 
Walters,  whose  parents  came  from  Germany. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  them,  one  son 
and  two  daughters,  namely : William,  J r.,  who- 

died  in  infancy;  Mildred  M.,  and  Gertrude  L. 

KEIEGEE.  The  Kriegers  of  Northumberland 
county  have  been  settled  in  this  region  for  several 
generations,  Wilson  Krieger,  the  oldest  living  na- 
tive-lx)rn  resident  of  the  borough  of  Shamokin, 
being  a son  of  Daniel  Krieger  i^who  ■was  born  in 
Lower  Augusta  township,  this  county)  and  a 
grandson  of  John  Krieger. 

The  family  is  oiic  of  ancient  record,  and  the 
name,  variously  spelled  Cruger  and  Kruger  in 
the  earlier  days  and  by  branches  of  different  na- 
tionalities, shows  that  it  dates  back  to  the  time  of 
the  crusades,  Cruger  being  originally  Crueiger — 
the  medieval  Latin  word  for  cross-bearer.  From- 
Crueiger  the  name  became  Creuziger  and  Creut- 
zinger,  and  finally  Cruger,  and  in  Germany  and 
Holland  it  was  written  Kruger.  The  name  was  first 
given  to  a knight  in  one  of  the  crusades,  at  the  encf 
of  the  eleventh  century,  and  from  him  the  family 
spread,  throughout  Germany,  Holland,  Denmark 
and  England.  In  1190  Sir  Philip  de  Cmcuger 
went  with  Eiehard  I.  of  England  on  the  third 
crusade  to  Palestine.  Sir  Philip  is  supposed  to 
have  descended  from  the  German  baronial  house 
of  Yon  Kruger  or  Krugeivand  from  him  the  line 
is  unbroken  down  to  John  Cruger,  who  founded 
an  American  branch  of  the  family.  One  Caspar 
Crueiger,  a German,  helped  Luther  to  translate 
the  Bible  in  1532.  . 

The  John  Cruger  mentioned  as  the  founder  of  a 
branch  <Sf  the  family  in  Ainerica,  an  Englishman 
of  good  education,  appearance  and  standing,  came 
to  New  A'ork  alw)ut  1700,  and  engaged  in  biusinoss. 
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He  was  also  prominent  in  the  political  life  of  the 
•city,  in  1712  being  made  an  alderman,  which  office 
he  held  for  twenty-two  consecutive  years.  Five 
years  after  his  retirement  from  this  office,  in  1739, 
he  became  mayor,  serving  as  such  until  his  death, 
in  1744.  He  is  spoken  of  as  a man  of  tact  and  dis- 
-cretion,  and  such  must  have  been  his  character,  for 
he  succeeded  in  keeping  peace  between  the  people 
■on  one  side,  jealous  of  their  rights,  and  the  gov- 
ernor on  the  other  side,  guarding  the  King's  rights. 

In  1702  John  Cruger  married  Maria,  daughter 
of  Hendrick  Cuylei’,  of  Albany,  and  they  had  a 
large  family,  tlrree  sons  and  five  daughters.  Tile- 
man,  Hemy,  .John,  Anna,  Maria  (who  died  of 
smallpox  when  young),  Sarah,  Maria  (2)  and  Ea- 
-chel.  Of  the  sons,  Tilcman  went  to  Curacao,  and 
returned  home  to  die  when  he  was  twenty-five. 
Henry  was  the  son  through  whom  this  line  is  con- 
tinued, and  John  died  unmarried.  Both  the  sons 
who  lived  to  mature  }'ears  were  like  their  father 
-active  in  public  life  and  able  in  many  ways.  John 
Cruger  showed  unusual  ability  even  as  a child. 
From  17-54  to  1755  he  was  alderman,  and  from 
1756  to  1765  he  served  as  mayor.  He  was  the 
“first  speaker  and  president  of  the  first  Colonial 
Assembly,  of  which  body  he  was  a member  for 
■seventeen  }'ears,  1759  to  1775.  Pie  wrote  the  fa- 
mous ‘^‘Declaration  of  Eights  and  Grievances” 
-adopted  by  the  Stamp  Act  Congress  in  1765,  the 
first  notable  piece  of  political  writing  in  the  his- 
iory  of  this  country,  and  said  to  be  the  model  upon 
which  Jefferson  based  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. He  also  started  the  movement  which  led  to 
the  establishment,  in  1768,  of  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  modeled  on  the  English 
Board  of  Trade,  and  the  first  mercantile  society 
•established  in  America.  He  died  in  1791. 

Henrv  Cruger,  through  whom  this  line  is  con- 
tinued,'was  twice  married  and  had  six  children. 
Like  his  father,  he  was  interested  in  politics  in 
New-  York,  but  he  died  in  England,  at  the  home 
of  one  of  his  children,  and  was  buried  there,  at  the 
■Cathedral  of  Bristol.  In  the  next  generation, 

John  Harris  Cruger,  who  like  his  uncle  John 
left  no  descendants,  had  a brilliant  military  rec- 
ord. He  commanded  Fort  Ninety-six  in  South 
Carolina  when  it  was  attacked,  and  it  was  he  ryho 
forced  General  Greene  to  raise  the  siege.  After 
the  war  he  went  to  England,  where  he  died.  He 
married  Anne,  daughter  of  Brig.  Gen.  Oliver  De- 
Lance}',  of  New  York,  an  officer  in  the  British 
army,  who  when  war  was  threatened  raised  a bri- 
gade known  as  “DeLancey’s  Battalions,”  for  the 
“defense  of  Long  Island  and  other  exigencies” ; and 
he  commissioned  his  son-in-law,  who  was  strongly 
in  sympathy  with  his  mother  country,  lieutenant 
colonel. 

Tileman  and  Nicholas  Cruger,  brothers  of  John, 
-were  West  Indian  merchants.  Nicholas  became  a 


prosperous  business 'man  at  Santa  Cruz,  and  one 
of  the  clerks  in  his  counting-house  was  Alexander 
Hamilton.  Nicholas  Cruger  took  a friendly  in- 
terest in  the  boy,  aiding  him  with  advice  and  en- 
couragement. This  Nicholas  Cruger  was  also  a 
great  friend  of  Washington,  and  his  sympathies 
during  the  Ee\'olution  were  Avith  the  Colonies,  but 
he  never  took  any  active  part  in  the  struggle.  It 
is  said  that  on  one  occasion  he  Avas  glad  to  roly  on 
the  renown  of  his  brother  John  as  a loyal  British 
subject.  He  Avas  Avith  one  of  his  boats  on  the  Avay 
to  Santa  Cruz  Avhen  captured  by  a British  man-of- 
AA'ar.  Pdie  Captain  asked  his  name,  and  on  hearing 
it  asked  if  he  might  by  any  chance  be  related  to 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cruger.  Learning  that  the 
tw-o  men  Avere  brothers,  the  Captain  informed  Mr. 
Cruger  that  lie  Avas  bearing  messages  to  the  Brit- 
ish government  reporting  on  John  Cruger's  good 
AA'ork,  and  he  let  Nicholas  Cruger  go.  He  aatus 
captured  again,  hoAA'ever,  this  time  Avith  an  in- 
criminating picture  of  Washington  in  his  pos- 
session, and  Avas  recommended  for  severe  punish- 
ment, but  he  Avas  freed  on  parole,  and  lived  with 
relatives  in  Ncav  York  until  after  the  Avar. 

Henry  Cruger,  brother  of  John,  Tileman  and 
Nicholas,  Avas  sent  by  his  father  to  England  to 
AA'ork  in  a counting-house.  There  he  married 
tAvice,  his  first  Avife  being  named  Peach,  and  their 
son  changed  his  name  from  Samuel  Peach  Cniger 
to  Samuel  Peach  Peach;  his  daughter  married 
Lord  John  Jlurray  of  Aynsley.  By  his  second 
Avife  Henry  had  six  children,  avIio  eventually  re- 
turned Avith  him  to  this  country.  He  stayed  in 
England  until  1790,  and  had  a prosperous  career 
there.  In  1774  he  and  the  famous  Edmund 
Burke  ran  for  Parliament,  and  Avere  elected  after 
a heated  campaign.  A sample  of  the  campaign 
literature  of  those  days  runs : 

You  good  Bristol  folk,  an  election’s  no  joke, 

But  serious  indeed  is  the  work ; 

Let  none  represent  ye,  that  do  not  content  ye. 
Vote,  therefore  for  Cruger  and  Burke. 

In  1790  Cruger  refused  reelection  to  Parliament 
and  retured  home.  lie  Avas  a member  of  the 
NeAV  Y'ork  State  Senate  in  179‘1. 

The  arms  of  the  family  are : Argent,  a bend 

azure  charged  Avith  three  martlets  or,  between  two 
greyhounds  courant,  proper.  Jlutto ; Deo,  non 
Fortinia.  Crest;  A demi  greyhound  salient, 
gorged  or.  Beneath  the  wreath.  Fi(le^<. 

Daniel  Krieger  (father  of  Wilson  Krieger)  Avas 
born  in  1805  in  Lower  Augusta  toAvnship,  North- 
umberland Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  John  Krieger.  He 
came  to  Shamokin  at  aji  early  day,  erecting  tlie 
third  house  in  the  town,  at  Avhat  is  now  Sunlmry 
and  Pearl  streets,  and  here  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  dying  Feb.  9,  1861.  He  Ava.s  a car- 
penter by  trade.  He  married  Mary  ,Vnn  Fasold, 
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born  Juno  ’?0,  1S?0,  died  Sept.  6,  1891,  -who  was 
the  youn>,w'st  of  the  seventeen  children  of  Valen- 
tine Fasolil.  To  i\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Krieger  were  born 
ten  children,  namely:  Angeline  (deceased),  who 

married  James  Lippiatt;  Louisa,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; Sebella,  wife  of  Enoch  Jones,  of  Shamokin; 
Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Clinton  Thomas,  of  Shamokin  ; 
Emnta  E.,  wife  of  Elmer  E.  Felix,  of  Shamokin  ; 
Ida  (deceased),  who  married  William  Woolcoek; 
Freeman,  deceased;  Valentine,  deceased;  Wilson; 
and  Oliver,  of  Shamokin. 

Valentine  Fasold,  father  of  iMrs.  Mary  Ann 
(Fasold)  Krieger.  was  born  Dec.  d,  1765,  in  Ba- 
den, Germany,  son  of  Valentine  Xieman  Fasold, 
a tanner,  who  had  a family  of  live  children,  two 
sons  (Valentine  and  Casper)  and  three  daughters. 
These  five  children  came  to  America  in  1781, 
landing  at  I’hiladelphia  after  a voyage  of  eleven 
weeks.  Valentine  remained  in  Philadelphia  with 
one  of  his  sisters  for  two'  years,  the  other  three 
going  to  Whitehall  township,  Lehigh  Co.,  Pa.,  near 
Allentown.  Valentine  followed  his  hrother  and 
sisters  thither,  the  other  sister  remaining  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  she  had  married.  He  had  started 
school  in  Germany  when  six  years  old,  attending 
until  he  was  twelve,  after  which  he  served  an 
apprenticesh.ip  to  the  trade  of  Aveaver.  Then  he 
served  the  reqiiii'ed  time  in  the  German  army. 
In  Lehigh  c-ounty  he  followed  the  weaver's  trade 
for  thirty-five  years.  While  living  there  he  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  being  Sara  Sanders, 
by  whom  he  had  six  children,  three  of  whom  died 
in  childhood,  those  avIio  reached  maturity  lieing 
Susan,  Elizabeth  and’  John.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife  he  married  Catharine  Barbara  Schri- 
ber,  daughter  of  Herman  Schriber,  and  to  them 
were  born  six  sons  and  five  daughters,  Jonathan, 
Peter,  George,  Joseph,  Charles,  Henry.  Katharine 
(married  Jonathan  Kreigbaum),  Lydia  (married 
Samuel  naujir,  of  Frackville,  Schuylkill  county). 
Polly  (married  William  Dachenbach.  of  Allens- 
ville,  Mifflin  county),  Sarah  (married  George  Zim- 
merman) and  Diary  Ann  (married  Daniel  Krieg- 
er). Only  two  survived  Mrs.  Krieger,  Mrs.  Haupt, 
of  Frackville,  and  Charles,  of  McKeesport. 

In  1816  Dir.  Fasold  removed  from  Lehigh  coun- 
ty to  Xorthumbcrland  county  witli  his  family  and 
settled  on  the  "John  Peed"  farm  in  Plum  Creek, 
where  he  lived  the  balance  of  his  life.  There  he 
followed  farming  and  weaving.  In  the  middle 
of  Xovember,  18'?4.  a dose  of  cpiicksilver  was  given 
him  for  medicine  by  an  ignorant  servant  of  a 
doctor,  and  he  died  X'ov.  IGtb.  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  years.  He  lived  an  lionest,  exemplary  Chris- 
tian life,  and  brought  uji  his  family  according 
to  the  instruction  of  Holy  Writ,  iieing  a firm 
believer  in  the  jiroverb,  ‘‘Bring  up  a child  in  the 
way  he  should  go.  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not 
depart  from  it."  He  was  a strong  advocate  of 


the  cause  of  the  Colonists,  believing  that  they 
should  depend  upon  themselves  and  not  upon  the 
mother  country.  He  was  a lifelong  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Peformatiou,  of  tvhich 
all  his  family  tvere  members  and  under  -which 
all  received  catechetical  instructions.  He  was 
buried  tvitli  his  wife  at  Zion  Lutheran  church  near 
Augustaville,  Xorthunilierland  countv,  on  Xov. 
19,  1821. 

WiL.sox  Ki:ii;gi-r  was  born  Feb.  22,  1819,  in 
Shamokin,  and  when  a young  man  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  has  always  followed. 
For  many  years  he  has  lieen  lioss  carpenter  at 
Locust  Gap  for  the  Philadelphia  Coal  & Iron 
Company.  He  is  the  oldest  native-born  resident 
of  Shamokin  at  the  pi'esent  writing,  and  has  been 
a memljcr  -of  the  Presbyterian  Church  there  for 
over  forty  years,  having  joined  it  March  ‘2,  1869. 
His  lather  served  on  the  building  committee  of 
this  church  in  1816.  Dir.  Krieger  is  a mem  bet 
of  Shamokin  Lodge,  X'o.  2.J.5,  F.  ck  A.  DL,  of  Sha- 
mokin Chapter,  Xh).  261,  of  Commandery  Xo.  77, 
K.  T.,  and  of  the  Carpenters’  and  Joiners’  Union. 
He  married  Annie  XAely,  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Anne  (Gott)  Xeelv.  and  to  this  union  tvere  born 
four  children.  A.  Dlaiide  (tvho  died  young),  A. 
Ralph,  Diary  E.  and  Bessie  B. 

A.  pALPir  Kriegkii,  son  of  DVilson,  was  born 
April  11,  1881,  at  Shamokin,  and  there  received 
the  principal  part  of  his  education,  graduating 
from  the  high  school  in  189!).  He  also  attended 
the  local  Imsiness  college,  after  which  he  entered 
the  Pierce  Business  College,  at  Philadelphia,  from 
Avhich  he  graduated  in  1!)()1.  For  the  Lvo  years 
following  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Philadel- 
phia & Reading  Railway  Company,  at  Tanuupia, 
Pa.,  under  Supt.  A.  T.  Dice,  and  then  with  ihe 
Shamokin  DD’ater  Companv,  at  Shamokin.  later 
taking  the  position  of  pri\ate  secretary  with  Sen- 
ator D\ . C.  DlcConnell,  with  Avhom  he  remained 
for  six  years.  In  1907  he  commenced  business 
on  his  own  account,  as  a shoe  merchant  at  .Sha- 
mokin, having  the  store  at  X'o.  3 East  Indepen- 
dence street  which  he  has  since  conducted.  His 
trade  is  good  and  is  increasing  steadily,  and  his 
methods  are  such  as  to  make  him  deserving  of 
success.'  Outside  of  Imsiness  he  is  particularly 
active  in  fraternal  circles,  belonging  to  Shamo- 
kin Lodge,  Xo.  661,  I.  0.  0,  F..  Camp  Xh).  30. 
P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  the  Dla- 
sonic'  fraternity;  in  the  latter  connection  he  is  a 
member  of  Shamokin  Lodge.  X'o.  2o5,  F.  tv  A.  Df. ; 
.‘>hamokin  Cbapter,  Xo.  264.  R.  A.  D1. : Shamo- 
kin Commandery,  X'o.  77,  K.  T. : DVilliamsport 
Consistory,  thirty-second  degree;  Rajah  Temple. 
A.  A.  0.  X'.  D1.  S.,  of  Reaiiing,  and  the  Teui[)le 
Club  at  Shamokin.  He  also  belongs  to  the  J’riple 
Ihnks  dull  at'  Shamokin.  the  Acacia  Clul)  at 
William^)!or(.  and  Kescue  Fin'  Company.  He 
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holds  membership  in  the  i’n'^ln  terian  Chuveli  and 
is  a member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  that  congre- 
gation. 

DR.  KEXXEDY  ROBIXSOX  (deceased), 
father  of  Mrs.  Annie  (L  (Robinson)  Llewelhm, 
of  Sliamokin,  was  of  Irish  descent,  his  ancestors 
coming  from  Ireland  and  settling  at  Myerstowm, 
T.<ebanon  Co.,  this  State,  lie  became  a prominent 
citizen  of  Scluiylkill  county,  serving  two  terms  in 
the  State  Legislature  from  that  section,  and  he 
died  in  1S8T.  Ilis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Frances  McC'onnell,  was  a native  of  Womelsdorf, 
Berks  county,  and  a descendant  of  the  famous 
Conrad  Weiser.  She  died  at  Pine  Grove,  Schuyl- 
kill county,  ill  190i),  at  tlie  great  age  of  ninety- 
six  years,  five  months.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson 
had  two  children,  Frances  and  Annie  G.,  the  lat- 
ter the  widow  of  David  Llewellyn. 

WILLIAiM  HAROLD  LEE,  architect,  is  a 
young  business  man  of  Shamokin  who  has  al- 
ready established  an  excellent  reputation  and  pat- 
ronage in  his  chosen  profession.  He  is  a native 
of  the  borough,  but  his  family  has  long  been  iden- 
tified with  Columlua  county,  Pa.,  where  it  was 
established  during  the  eighteenth  century  by  John 
Lee,  Sr.,  from  whom  he  is  a descendant  in  the 
fifth  generation.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  ob- 
tain an  accurate  account  of  the  ancestry  back 
of  the  Revolutionary  period,  for  though  the  dolin 
Lee  mentioned  was  a member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  there  were  many  Le(?s  engaged  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  many  also  bearing  the  same 
Christian  names.  Tradition  states  that  J ohn  Lee, 
Sr.,  was  a relative  of  General  Lee  of  Revolution- 
ary fame,  and  tire  Pennsylvania  Archives,  -5th 
Series,  record  twenty-four  ditferent  Lees  as  hav- 
ing rendered  service  in  the  cause  of  independence. 
Besides  General  Lee  there  was  a Colonel  Lee,  a 
Major  Lee  and  a Captain  Lee  in  the  war;  and 
there  was  a Fort  Lee. 

John  Lee,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Berks  county.  Pa., 
and  came  thence  to  Columbia  count}’,  settling  in 
Locust  township,  rvlicre  a colony  of-  Friends  (to 
whose  society  he  belonged ) from  Berks  county  be- 
came established.  To  this  day  may  be  seen  the 
old  log  meetinghouse  and  burial  ground  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  in  that  locality.  John  Lee, 
Sr.,  had  a large  tract  of  six  hundred  acres,  on 
which  he  built  a log  house,  which  gave  shelter 
to  four  generations.  He  also  cleared  some  of  the 
land,  and  the  following  year,  1TS7,  brought  his 
family  to  their  new  hmue.  His  wife  was  like 
himself  from  Berks  county,  wliere  their  sou  was 
horn,  d’hey  had  three  children:  John.  Jr.,  Martha 
and  Xclly.  Xeither  of  the  daughters  marrit'd. 

John  Lee,  Jr.,  was  born  in  17S-*  in  Berks  coun- 
ty, and  was  five  years  old  when  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Columbia  county,  where  he  passed  the 


nmainder  of  his  long  life.  He  became  the  owner 
of  the  homestead,  where  he  made  ids  home  for 
eighty-nine  years,  dying  early  in  ISTfi,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  ninety-four  years.  He  is  buried  at  tlie 
Friends  meetinghouse  mentioned,  as  are  also  his 
two  sisters.  When  the  Williams  family,  who  hailed 
from  \drginia,  settled  in  this  section  they  took 
part  of  his  father's  GOO-acre  tract,  but  John  Lee, 
•Ir..  retained  his  father's  homestead  place.  He 
married  iMary  AVilliams,  who  came  to  Columl/ia 
countv  with  her  parents,  rvhen  only  six  weeks 
old,  the  journey  being  made  on  horseback.  She 
lived  to  be  eighty-eight,  dying  in  ISTI.  In  her 
eighty-llfth  year  she  published  a poem  which  is 
treasured  by  her  descendants.  Five  children  wei'e 
born  to  John  Lee,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  Mary  (Wil- 
liams), as  follows:  Sarah  married  a Air.  ■ Oliver 
and  (second)  David  Hauck  and  died  aged  ninety- 
one  years;  Letiiis,  who  lived  in  Locust  township, 
Columbia  county,  died  aged  eighty-three  years  ( he 
married  Hannah  Hughes,  daughter  of  John 
Hughes,  and  also  member  of  a family  of  Friends) 
AlmugJT,  Avho  lived  to  be  eighty-eight  years  old, 
married  John  Levan,  a leading  business  man  of 
Locust  township,  Columbia  county;  William  and 
Susan  were  twins,  the  latter  dying  in  infancy. 

William  Lee,  son  of  John  Lee,  Jr.,  was  born 
in  January,  18'23,  at  the  homestead,  and  obtained 
his  father's  farm,  being  of  the  third  generation 
to  possess  that  place.  Besides  farming  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  stonemason.  He  died  in  De- 
cember, 1909,  at  LeAfars,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-six  years,  and  is  buried  at  Dixon,  111.  He 
attended  the.  Friends’  meetijigs,  and  entertained 
many  Quaker  ministers  from  Philadelphia.  Hi.s 
wife.  Alary  Ann  ( Wintersteen),  daughter  of  Jef- 
ferson Wintersteen,  died  in  1890,  aged  fifty-nine 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children  : 
Beulah  A.,  who  married  Josiah  Rhoads,  of  a Berks 
county  family  : Kimber  C. ; Sarah  E.,  who  mar- 
ried F.  P.  Llewellyn:  Horace  G. ; Alartha  AI.  (de- 
ceased), who'  married  Walter  Alerriman  and  lived 
out  Y’est;  Alahala,  who  married  Ellis  Alasoii  anil 
lives  near  Dixon,  HI.;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Car- 
son  Plcrring,  of  LeAIars,  Iowa;  Ida  A.,  who  mar- 
ried Walter  Alonroe,  of  LeAIars,  Iowa;  and  John 
and  Lvdia,  both  of  whom  died  young. 

Kimber  C.  Lee,  of  Shamokin,  was  born  in  Xo- 
vember,  185’3,  on  the  Lee  homestead,  and  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  wliieh  he  followed 
until  his  removal  to  SliaTiiokiu..  in  1880.  Ho  has 
'inco  made  his  lionie  at  iliat  borough,  whore  he 
is  interested  in  the  Shamokin  Lumber  Compaii}'. 
In  1817  he  married  Clara  R.  Creasy,  daughter 
of  Elias  and  Elizabeth  (Hower)  Creasy,  of  Briar 
Creek  township,  Columbia  county,  and  they  lun'c 
bad  five  children:  C.  Atwood,  who  married  Xatalie 
Robbins  Haas;  Clarence  C.,  of  Harrisburg.  Ra. : 
A\  illiam  H. ; Florence  E..  who  married  Conrad 
R.  Gracber;  and  Ella  AI.  Air.  Lee  and  his  family 
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are  mcml)ers  of  the  ]\Ieliioili=L  Cliurcli,  which  he 
has  served  as  trustee  since  the  year  1895. 

William  Elarold  Lee  was  born  Dec.  9,  1884, 
in  Shamokin,  and  there  obtained  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  public  schools,  attending  high 
school.  Later  he  became  a student  at  Trinity 
College,  Hartford,  Comn,  and  studied  architecture 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  after  which 
he  followed  his  profession  for  a time  in  Phila- 
delphia before  settling  in  Shamokin,  in  March, 
1910.  He  has  a business  suite  in  the  building 
of  the  Dime  Trust  & Safe  Deposit  Company.  Mr. 
Lee  designed  and  supervised  the  erection  of  the 
Masonic  Temple,  Elks  Home  and  Dime  Trust  & 
Safe  Deposit  Company's  buildings  in  Shamokin ; 
the  schoolhouse  for  the  Odd  Fellows’  Orphanage 
near  Sunbury;  the  new  Majestic  theatre  at  Potts- 
ville;  and  numerous  other  buildings  in  Shamokin 
and  the  surrounding  territory.  He  has  attained 
considerable  reputation  in  the  comparatively  brief 
period  of  his  business  career. 

Socially  Mr.  Lee  holds  membership  in  the  Cres- 
co  Club  of  Shamokin;  the  Phi  Gamma  Delta  fra- 
ternity; Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo.  255,  F.  &^A.  M^; 
the  Temple  Club;  and  Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo.  355, 
B.  P.  0.  Elks. 


Amos  Lee,  an  early  settler  in  Oley  township, 
Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  owned  a large  tract  of  land  on 
the  Manatawny  creek.  In  1797  he  built  a barn 
on  his'  land  'which  is  still  standing.  The  Lee 
farm  was  in  the  family  name  until  1904.  Amos 
Lee  and  his  family  were  members  of  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  he  is  buried  at  the  Quaker  meet- 
inghouse in  Exeter  township.  To  him  and  his 
wife  Sarah  were  born  the  following  children: 
Eachel,  Mrs.  Geig’us;  X'ellie,  who  died  unmarried; 
Sallie,.who  married  John  Lee,  of  Exeter  township, 
near  the  Friends’  meetinghouse ; Fannie,  who  died 
unmarried;  Thomas  Pine;  and  Amos,  of  Xorris- 
towm,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.,  who  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  brick  (his  wife  Sarah  bore 
him  one  child,  Sarah,  who  married  a IMr.  Alber- 
son,  of  Xorristown). 

Thomas  Pine  Lee  was  born  in  1795  and  was 
engaged  throughout  his  active  years  as  a farmer 
on  the  homestead.  He  lived  to  his  eighty-seventh 
year,  and  is  buried  at  the  Quaker  meetinghouse 
in  Exeter  township.  His  wife  Eachel  was  also 
a born  Lee,  of  llaiden-creek  township,  Berks 
county,  and  died  when  less  than  fift}'  years  old. 
Their"  children,  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  were 
as  follows:  Ebenczer,  who  lived  in  Ohio,  enlisted 
from  that  State  for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  of  starvation  in  Andersonville  prison,  after 
taking  part  in  many  battles;  Deborah  married 
Solomon  Ely  and  (second)  E.  F.  Miller;  Thom:^ 
P.  is  a merchant  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. ; Amos  is 
mentioned  below;  George  W.  lives  in  Ohio. 

Amos  Lee  was  born  June  30,  1842,  on  the  Lee 


farm  in  Oley  township,  Berks  county,  and  was 
brought  up  there.  In  1888  ha  moved  to  Friedens- 
burg.  Pa.,  where  he  is  now  living  in  retirement. 
He  married  Mary  B.  Levan,  daughter  of  Joel  and 
Esther  Levan,  and  they  have  had  three  children: 
Annie,  of  Germantown,  Pa. ; Hettie,  unmarried, 
who  lives  at  home;  and  Sallie,  born  Feb.  4,  1885, 
who  died  Feb.  18,  1904. 

SCHLEGEL.  John  Christian  Schlegel,  the 
American  ancestor  and'  progenitor  of  this  family, 
was  a native  of  Germany,  and  undoubtedly  was 
the  Johanis  Schlegel  who  emigrated  on  the  ship 
“'Bilander  Townsend,”  which  landed  (qualified)  at 
Philadelphia  Oct.  5,  1737.  On  Aug.  16,  1738, 
and  Xov.  7,  1754,  he  obtained  proprietary  warrants 
for  land  situated  in  Berks  county,  Pa.  In  1759 
he  paid  six  pounds  tax  in  Eichmond  township, . 
where  he  had  lived  since  coming  to  the  Xew 
"World.  He  was  a farmer  and  owned  more  than 
three  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  in  1797  built 
a stone  house  which  is  still  standing  and  in  good 
condition,  and  is  owned  and  used  by  his  great- 
grandson,  Abraham,  and  his  children  and  grand- 
children. To  J ohn  Christian  Schlegel  and  his  wife 
Esther  were  born  a number  of  cliildren,  among 
whom  were : Peter ; "Wilhelm ; Christian,  born 
March  25,  1765;  Elizabeth,  born  April  9,  1767; 
Johannes,  born  Sept.  7,  1768,  and  Heinrich,  born 
July  15,  1779.  Peter  and  Wilhelm  left  this  sec- 
tion, traveling  on  horseback  across  the  Blue  ^loun- 
tains,  and  settled  in  the  ^lahantango  'A'alley  (in 
Schuylkill),  then  a part  of  old  Berks  county.  They 
visited  their  brother  Heinrich  at  the  old  home 
every  two,  three  or  four  years,  coming  on  horse- 
back and  remaiping  for  a week  or  two.  One  of 
the  sons  of  John  Christian  Schlegel  lived  with 
the  Indians,  liking  their  manner  of  life.  He  was 
greatly  admired  by  them,  because  of  his  courage, 
strength  and  marksmanship,  and  when  he  was 
f[uite  an  aged  man  he  and  some  of  his  adopted 
bretliren  of  the  forest  came  to  visit  his  old  home 
near  Fleetwood.  Because  of  the  great  joiirney  on 
which' they  came,  and  the  effects  of  his  strenuous 
life  with  the  red  men,  he  became  exhausted  at 
Dreibelbis  Spring,  and  he  died  soon  thereafter,, 
and  fills  an  unknown  grave.  This  account  is 
based  on  tradition,  and  the  old  family  papers  give 
brief  accounts  of  it. 

There  were  two  brotlicrs,  Wilhelm  and  Peter 
Schlegel,  of  Berks  county,  who  settled  in  Xorth- 
umherland  county  at  an  early  date  and  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  inscription  on  Peter's  tombstone, 
in  the  graveyard  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  IMahanoy, 
were  sons  of  Johann  Christian  and  Anna  Bar- 
bara Schlegel. 

WTlhelm  Schlegel  was  born  in  Eichmond  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  near  Fleetwood,  on  the  ori- 
ginal Schlegel  homestead.  May  26,  1782.  He 
came  to  Xorthuml)erland  county  after  he  was  mar- 
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ried,  and  settled  on  tlie  farm  now  owned  by  Sam- 
uel Zartman.  Later  he  bought  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Henry  Pebuek,  in  Washington  township, 
and  there  he  died  Jan.  14,  1856.  This  was  a 
large  farm  and  he  was  a farmer  until  his  death. 
The  house  he  built  is  still  standing.  lie  went  to 
visit  his  parents  every  two  years,  going  horseback 
or  walking.  He  and  his  children  had  to  go  to 
mill  at  Eeading  until  a gristmill  was  established 
by  John  Dunkelberger  on  the  Little  Mahanoy 
creek.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Wentzel),  born  June 
24,  1785,  died  April  9,  1871,  and'  they  are  buried 
at  St.  Peter's  Church  in  Jackson  township.  Mr. 
and  ]\Irs.  Schlegel  were  Lutherans  in  religion. 
They  had  fourteen  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity  and  all  survived  the  parents ; Peter ; 
Samuel;  Benjamin;  William,  born  April  6, 
1817,  who  died  iMarch  27,  1903  (his  wife, 
Sarah  Ann  iMill,  born  July  25,  1837,  died 
Jan.  31,  1903)  ; Abraham,  who  died  July  25,  1903, 
aged  eighty-three  years,  four  months,  nine  days 
(his  wife  was  Emilie  Mill,  1826-1870)  ; Dan- 
iel ; David ; J ohn ; J aeob ; Polly,  Mrs.  Israel  Zart- 
man; ilrs.  Adam  Herb;  Mrs.  Peter  Fegley;  Es- 
. flier,  Mrs.  Peter  Klock;  and  Harriet,  Mrs.  Nich- 
olas Hetrich. 

Peter  Schlegel,  brother  of  William,  was  bom 
Oct.  12,  1786 ; came  to  Northumberland  county 
from  Berks  county;  and  died  Feb.  1,  1864.  His 
wife  was  Elizabeth  (Hettinger)  born  Sept.  11, 
1789,  died  July  16,  1866.  They  are  buried  at 
the  Herb  (Salem)  church.  They  had  sons  Peter, 
David  and  another.  Of  these,  Peter  had  five  chil- 
dren, Joel,  Milton,  — , Elizabeth  and  an- 

other daughter.  IDavid’s  children  were  Samuel, 
Peter,  — ^ and  Charles. 

John  Schlegel,  son  of  William,  was  born  in 
Washington  township,  Northumberland  county, 
where  he  died,  aged  ninety- two  years.  He  was 
for  many  I'ears  a blacksmith  in  his  earlier  life, 
and  built  many  iron  bridges  in  his  time,  among 
which  were  the  Wrightsville  and  Eingtown  bridges, 
a double  bridge  at  Eeading  and  a large  one  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Later  he  bought  what  is  now  the 
James”  Terster  farm  in  Washington  township, 
where  he  farmed  some  years.  Then  he  sold  this 
tract  and  bought  another  farm,  in  Jordan,  of  103 
acres,  which  was  an  Engel  homestead,  and  there  he 
lived  many  years.  The  last  seven  years  of  his 
life  he  lived  with  his  son  Daniel  K.,  at  whose 
home  he  died.  His  wife  Sarah,  daughter  of  Val- 
entine Klock,  died  July  13,  1883,  aged  sixty-eight 
years,  seven  months,  throe  days.  They  had  nine 
children,  Wilhelmina,  William,  Charlotte,  Jane, 
Frank,  Daniel  K.,  Sarah,  Eudolph  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy. 

Daniel  K.  Schlegel,  son  of  John,  is  a native  of 
Jordan  townshij)  where  ho  is  now  a farmer  on  a 
162-acre  place.  He  was  engaged  as  a blacksmith 
for  twelve  years,  then  learned  the  carpenter’s 


trade,  which  he  has  followed  off  and  on  ever  since. 
He  also  operated  a portable  sawmill  and  thrasher 
for  five  years.  He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Congregation  at  Urban.  In  1884  Mr.  Schlegel 
married  Susanna  Bower,  daughter  of  Elias  Phil- 
ips, and  they  have  had  children : J ohn  A.,  who 

married  Amy  Deppen;  Sallie;  and  Lizzie. 

Daniel  Schlegel,  son  of  William,  was  born  in 
Washington  township,  on  the  Schlegel  homestead, 
which  consisted  of  about  eighty  acres.  He  was  a 
farmer.  A leading  member  of  St.  Peter’s  church 
at  Mahanoy,  he  was  a member  of  the  building  com- 
mittee when  the  present  brick  church  was  erected. 
He  died  July  16,  1893.  His  wife,  Amanda,  was 
a daughter  of  Marks  and  Sarah  (Wolf)  Leafier. 
They  had  these  six  children : Orella,  who  died  un- 
married : Samuel,  of  Lykens  Valley ; Oscar ; Agnes, 
who  is  unma-rried  and  has  her  home  ivith  her 
brothers  Oscar  and  John;  Elmer,  of  California; 
and  John  A.,  who  with  his  brother  Oscar  owns  a 
large  fami  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township. 

Oscar  Schlegel,  son  of  Daniel,  is  a farmer  along 
the  Susquehanna  river  one  mile  above  Dalmatia, 
Pa.  He  was  Ixim  Jan.  3,  1868,  in  Washington 
townshiji.  In  1902  he  and  his  brother  Jolin  came 
to  Lower  iMahanoy  township,  where  they  own  and 
farm  a tract  of  186  acres,  formerly  belonging  to 
Martin  Bachman. 

John  A.  Schlegel,  brother  of  Oscar,  was  born 
Sept.  7,  1872.  Since  their  fathers  death  the 
brothers  have  been  partners.  They  are  Lutheran 
members  of  St.  Peter’s  church  at  Mahanoiy  and 
in  politics  are  Democrats.  In  1896  John  A. 
Schlegel  married  Jennie  Starr,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Susanna  (Blasser)  Starr.  They  have 
three  children,  Mark  F.,  Walter  E.  and  Elmer  A. 

E.  C.  EOGEES,  of  Sunbury,  was  born  at  Dan- 
ville, Montour  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  11,  1874,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  at  that 
place,  after  which  he  entered  the  factory  of  his 
fathei’,  D.  J.  Eogers,  and  learned  the  "trade  of 
stone  and  granite  cutting. 

In  June,  1901,  he  removed  to  Sunbury  and  en- 
gaged in  the  stone  and  granite  cutting  business, 
and  there  he  is  now  successfully  producing  high- 
grade  monuments,  mausoleums  and  cut  stone  trim- 
mings for  buildings. 

OSCAE  W.  PENSYL,  member  of  the  firm  of 
Paul  & Pensyl,  butchers  of  Shamokin,  Northum- 
berland county,  was  born  April  20,  1877,  in 
Ealpho  township,  this  county,  and  is  a member  of 
one  of  the  pioneer  families. 

Jacob  Pensyl  (Bentzel),  his  great-great-grand- 
fathcr,  was  a native  of  Germany,  and  coming  to 
America  made  his  home  in  Northumberland  coun- 
ty. Pa.,  taking  up  fifty  acres  of  land  at  the  present 
site  of  the  borough  of  Shamokin.  His  location 
was  where  the  ‘‘Eagle  Hotel”  jiow  stands.  He  aft- 
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ciward  abandoned  this  place  and  took  np  a tw'o- 
hundred-acre  tract  in  Palplio  township  (where  his 
■great-grandson,  David  P.  Pensvl,  later  resided) 
to  winch  he  inOved.  lie  had  one  sou,  John. 

John  Pensvl,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in  1767  and 
was  nine  years  ohl  when  his  father  settled  at  what 
is  now  Shaniokin.  lie  was  a member  of  the  Ger- 
man Peformed  Church,  one  of  the  organizers  and 
original  meml)ers  of  the  old  Blue  Church  in 
Palpho  township,  and  donated  an  acre  of  ground 
for  church  purposes,  the  edifice  of  that  congrega- 
tion being  located  thereon  to  this  day.  lie  died  up- 
on the  homestead  in  Palpho  township  in  April, 
18J9,  at  the  age  of  eiglity-two.  John  Pens}’l  mar- 
ried Barbara  Hinkle,  and  to  them  were  born  five 
children:  Kate,  who  married  Frederick  Lebic ; Le- 
ah, who  married  John  Fisher  ; John,  who  was  twice 
married  ; George,  l)orn  Ang.  1,  1709  ; and  Leonard. 

Leonard  Pensyl,  son  of  John  and  Barbara 
(Hinkle)  Pensyl,  was  l)orn  May  11,  1804,  on  the 
homestead  in  Palpho  township,  and  died  Oct.  1, 
1883  (date  is  also  given  Oct.  31,  1881).  He  was 
a fanner  by  occupation.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Peformed  Church,  which  he 
served  as  deacon  and  elder  for  twenty-one  years; 
in  politics  he  was  a Democrat.  He  married  Eliza- 
beth Kaseman,  daughter  of  Frederick  William 
Kaseman,  of  Paljiho  township,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  three  children:  Sarah  A.,  born  July  3, 

1828,  died  Jan.  3,  1908,  who  was  the  wife  of  Dan- 
iel H.  Adams,  of  Palpho  township;  Daniel,  who 
died  Jan.  21,  1831,  aged  seven  months,  sixteen 
days;  and  David  P. 

David  P.  Pensyl,  son  of  Leonard,  was  born 
Sept.  25,  1835,  on  the  old  Pensyl  homestead, 
which'  he  inherited,  tVdlowing  fiirming  there 
throughout  his  active  years,  except  for  a short  time 
when  he  was  in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he 
started  in  1857  and  carried  on  for  two  years.  He 
had  over  two  hundred  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Pen.syl 
died  Feb.  15,  1910,  and  is  buried  at  the  Blue 
church.  He  was  a member  of  that  church,  and 
socially  u'as  a Jlason,  holding  membership  in 
Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo.  255,  F.  eK;  A.  JL  Though  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  interested  in  the  suc- 
cess of  his  part)',  he  never  took  any  active  part  in 
its  affairs  or  in  public  matters  of  any  kind. 

In  1859  Mr.  Pensyl  married  Carolina  Fry, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Fry,  and  eleven  children  were 
l)orn  to  their  union:  Lenora,  who  is  the  wife  of 

Alonzo  D.  Smink,  of  Sliamokin,  and  has  children, 
Florence  (wife  of  Pobert  Poth  and  the  mother  of 
two  children,  Pobert  L.  and  Harriet  L.)  and  Peu- 
ben  L. ; Josei'h  E.,  who  lives  at  Paxinos,  in  Halpho 
township:  liauia,  wife  of  Josejli  B.  Hdl,  of  Tharp- 
town.  Pa.;  Leonard,  a resident  of  Shamokin;  Da- 
vid J.,  living  at  Weigh  Seales.  Xorthnmberland 
county;  Elizabeth,  deceasei.l,  who  was  the  wife  of 
George  Burkert:  Hannah,  living  at  Jlonnt  Car- 
mel; Cora,  wife  of  Frank  Leader,  a merchant  of 


IMount  Carmel;  Bertiia  i\[.,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Oscar  W. ; and  Carrie  F.,  deceased,  who  was  the 
wife  of  Putherford  Hayes. 

Oscar  W.  lAnsyl  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  home  locality  and  was  reared 
on  the  homo  farm.  ‘ He  also  learned  the  butcher's 
trade,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  came  to 
Shanujkin,  where  he  found  employment  with  51. 
t'roninger.  remaining  with  him  for  a period  of 
three  yeai’s.  Following  that  experience  he  was  em- 
ployed by  .-V.  L.  Witrner  for  six  years,  and  in  1906, 
in  company  with  Thomas  II.  Paul,  he  bought  out 
James  H.  >Straub,  the  well  known  butcher  at  X"o. 
101  South  Market  street,  where  Paul  & Pensyl  are 
doing  a profitable  business.  These  young  partners 
are  both  enterprising  and  hard-working  young 
men,  and  they  are  not  only  winning  material  suc- 
cess but  also  high  standing  among;  the  most  sub- 
stantial business  men  of  the  borough.  That  5Ir. 
Pensyl  is  considered  a reliable  and  trustworthy 
young  man  is  evidenced  from  the  fact  that  though 
he  is  a Democrat  in  a Pepnblican  ward — the  Sixth 
— he  was  elected  to  the  borough  council  in  1910. 
Socially  he  has  numerous  connections,  holding 
membership  in  Lodge  A”o.  355,  B.  P.  0.  Elks  ; the 
I.  0.  0.  F. ; Jr.  0.  I".  A.  51.;  K.  of  51.;  5Iodern 
Woodman;  Our  Band  of  Shamokin,  and  the  5Ier- 
chants  Association. 

On  Dec.  25,  1905,  5Ir.  Pensyl  married  Posie  L. 
Getz,  daughter  of  George  Getz,  a well  knouui  resi- 
dent of  Shamokin,  and  they  reside  at  Xo.  101 
South  5Iarket  street,  which  property  he  purchased 
June  13,  1910. 

JULIUS  BEHPEXT,  farmer  of  Shamokin 
township,  has  not  been  a resident  of  that  region 
as  long  as  most  of  his  neighbors,  but  he  has  made 
a place  for  himself  among  its  substantial  and 
respected  citizens.  He  was  born  June  28,  1851, 
in  eastern  Germany,  son  of  Louis  and  Augusta 
(Paher)  Behrent.  The  father  was  a miller,  and 
followed  that  occupation  in  GermaTiy  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  seventy- four  years.  The  moth- 
er subsec[uently  came  to  America,  passing  the  re- 
mainder of  her  days  at  the  home  of  her  sou  Julius, 
and  dying  Ju7ie  19,  1900.  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
eight.  She  was  l)uried  at  Shamokin.  Louis  and 
Augusta  Behrent  had  the  following  children ; 
Amelia,  Adelina,  Annie,  Leo,  August,  Lupoid  and 
Julius. 

Julius  Behrent  learned  the  trade  of  miller  and 
followed  it  while  he  lived  in  his  native  land.  In 
1873  he  came  to  America,  landing  at  Xew  5'ork 
City  dune  9th  of  tliat  year,  and  he  spent  two  ami 
a half  years  there,  in  the  employ  of  a railroad  com- 
pany. From  there  he  came  to  Shamokin,  Fa., 
where  he  was  engaged  at  mining  for  eleven  years, 
at  the  end  of  that  time  binlng  his  i)resent  farm,  in 
Shamokin  township,  from  51.  IT.  Kulp.  This  place 
ronsi'ts  of  190  acres,  ami  Mr.  Behrent  has  since 
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devoted  all  his  time  to  its  cultivation,  in  which 
he  has  been  very  successful.  His  produce  is  dis- 
])osed  of  at  the  Slutniokiu markets,  which  he  at- 
tends. Mr.  Behrent  has  not  taken  any  part  in  the 
public  affairs  of  his  adopted  community,  although 
he  is  interested  in  the  general  welfare  and  ready 
to  support  any  measures  for  the  universal  good. 
He  is  a Bepublican  on  political  questions,  and  in 
religion  a member  of  the  lleformed  Church,  hold- 
ing mendjership  at  Shamokin. 

Mr.  Behrent  married  AVilhelinina  Kruin,  also  a 
native  of  Germany,  daughter  of  Edward  Krum. 
They  have  eight  children,  namely:  Louis,  at  pres- 
ent living  in  Jersey  City;  Susan,  married  to 
Charles  Dunkelberger ; Annie,  married  to  George 
Bodsoskie;  Frank,  living  in  Jersey  City;  Minnie, 
at  home;  Edward;  Martlia,  and  Adeline. 

J.  AVESLEY  MAEKS,  of  Ealpho  township, 
storekeeper  and  assistant  postmaster  at  Bear  Gap, 
has  done  business  in  this  section  of  Xorthumber- 
land  county  for  a number  of  years  and  has  a wide 
accptaintance  here.  He  was  born  in  Columbia 
county.  Pa.,  April  ■?3,  1862,  son  of  Jonas  Marks 
and  grandson  of  George  Marks.  His  great-grand- 
father came  from  Germany  and  settled  in  Penn- 
sylvania. George  Marks  lived  at  Xew  Media, 
Columbia  county,  and  died  there.  He  was  a life- 
long farmer. 

Jonas  Alarks.  father  of  J.  AAYsley  Marks,  was 
born  in  Columbia  county.  He  was  a carpenter  l>y 
trade  and  also  followed  fanning.  ■ In  1890  he  went 
out  to  York  county.  Xebr.,  where  he  died  in  1907. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Eaup, 
died  in  Columbia  county.  Of  their  four  children, 
Elizabeth,  Ida,  Alinnie  and  J.  AVesley,  all  but  the 
last  named  are  in  the  AA’est. 

J.  AAYsley  Alarks  attended  the  public  schools  and 
was  reared  upon  the  farm.  AATien  nineteen  years 
old  he  began  clerking  for  J.  K.  Pensyl,  with  u hom 
he  remained  five  years,  at  the  end  -of  that  period 
going  to  Alount  Carmel,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  liquor  Imsiness.  In  that  connection  he 
became  well  known  throughout  this  district,  fol- 
lowing that  line  for  nine  years,  after  which  he 
lx)Ught  out  the  hotel  at  Helfenstein,  Pa.  ' He  con- 
ducted it  only  a short  time,  however,  when  he 
sold  out  and  purchased  the  ‘‘Elysljurg  Hotel,'’ 
which  he  carried  on  for  four  years.  He  sold  that 
place  to  G.  G.  Adams,  and  on  Alav  -5,  1910,  bought 
out  the  store  of  Xatlian  G.  Adams  at  Bear  Gap, 
where  he  is  now  located.  He  is  also  assistant  to 
Jacob  Leisenring,  the  postmaster.  Air.  Alarks  is 
a business  man  of  substantial  qualities,  a good  cit- 
izen, and  enjoys  liigh  standing  among  his  hilow 
men.  He  is  a Eepublican  in  political  connection 
and  socially  belongs  to  the  Elks  and  the  Sons  of 
AYterans,  both  at  Afount  Carmel,  being  entitled' 
to  momberslii|i  in  the  latter  organization  tlirough 
his  fatlg'r's  service  in  the  Civil  war. 


Air.  Alarks  married  Ida  A.  Eegely,  daughter  of 
Isaac  Eegely,  and  they  have  had  two  children, 
both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

Cornelius  Eegely,  grandfather  of.  Airs.  Alai'ks, 
was  l)orn  in  Berks  county.  Pa.,  and  was  a farmer 
by  oceupation,  owning  a large  tract  in  Alaxatawny 
township,  near  Bowers  station.  He  died  upon  his 
farm.  His  wife,  Annie  (Heffner),  is  buried  at 
Bowel'S.  Their  children  were : Isaac,  Alary  (mar- 
ried Charles  Kline)  and  James  (died  in  Eeading, 
Pa.). 

Isaac  Eegely,  father  of  Airs.  Alarks,  was  born  in 
Ala.xatawny  township,  Berks  county,  and  followed 
farming  and  hotel-keeping,  having  a hotel  at  Alon- 
terey,  in  Ala.xatawii}'  township.  He  died  in  Allen- 
town, Pa.,  Aug.  27,  1907,  and  his  wife,  Lydia  C. 
( Leibensperger ) , died  at  Alount  Carmel,  Pa., 
March  21,  189’9.  They  had  children  as  follows : 
Ida  A.,  Airs.  J.  AVesley  Alarks  ; Alary  A.,  wife  of 
J.  Al.  Christ,  a merehant  of  Alount  Carmel : Lou- 
isa, who  died  young;  and  Harry  C.,  who  is  living 
in  Xew  York  City. 

Benjamin  Leibensperger.  Airs.  Alarks's  maternal 
grandfather,  lived  near  Zion's  church  in  Alaxa- 
tawnv  township,  Berks  count}',  and  followed  farm- 
ing. He  and  his  wife  Lydia  (Guildin)  are  Imried 
at  that  church.  Their  children  were:  Eeuben; 

Caroline,  wife  of  Thomas  Breinig;  David,  living 
at  Allentown ; Lydia  C.,  who  mamed  Isaac  Eegely ; 
Susan,  Airs.  James  Eegely ; Edward,  who  died 
young;  Allen,  living  at  Xew  Einggold;  Eebecca. 
unmarried,  who  is  a teacher  at  Allentown:  Ellen, 
Airs.  Sipe ; 0.scar,  living  at  Allentown  ; and  Alary, 
widow  of  Xathan  AA’olbert. 

SCTIADEL.  This  family  is  said  to  be  descended 
from  Urban  Sehadel,  who  was  a German  by  birth. 
Coming  to  Berks  county.  Pa.,  about  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  when  the  Indians  still 
roameil  tlie  forest  and  were  his  neighbors,  tra- 
dition states  that  he  located  at  a place  in  Green- 
wich toumship,  where  there  was  an  apple  orchard 
in  a woods.  He  had  a son,  Heinrich  Sehadel 
(spelled  ‘'Schedder’  on  his  tombstone),  who  was 
l)orn  Alay  21,  1761,  and  died  Xov.  22.  1828.  He 
was  a man  of  small  stature.  Ills  Avife,  Eve  Leisen- 
ring.  Avas  a native  of  Berks  coAinty,  born  Jan.  o. 
1769.  and  died  April  7,  lSd6.  Both  are  lutried  at 
Zion's  Union  Church,  'near  IvlingorstoAvn — locally 
known  as  Klingers  Church.  There  is  also  a 
KlingerstoAvn  Church,  the  latter  standing  in  the 
\illage. 

Heinrich  Sehadel  came  from  Berks  county  to 
.'Northumberland  count}',  settling  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  bis  grandson  Aloses,  who  is  a bai-hclor. 
tlio  farm  having  remained  in  the  familv  name 
coiuinnouslv.  Some  f)f  tlu>  old  buildings  Heinrich 
Sehadel  erected  arc  now  crumlding,  the  Avail  .of  a 
hoiist'  standing  in  a meadow  being  almost  in  ruins. 
He  Ava-  an  (’Xeellent  woml  'a'orker  and  mcehanu’. 
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making  spinning  Avlieels,  reelS;,  flax  brakes,  and 
various  other  devices  fashioned  of  wood.  Ilis  wife 
Eve  (Leisenring)  bore  him  fourteen  children,  as 
follows:  Jona-s;  Solomon  (1790-1857)  ; Gideon 

(1794-1818;  wife  Yaria,  1795-1850);  Ja- 
cob; David  (179G-187G)  ; Johannes  (1799-1862); 
George;  Samuel;  Daniel  (1801-1833);  Abraham 
L. ; Hannah,  married  to  John  Ossman ; Catharine, 
married  to  Jacob  Buflington;  Mrs.  Abraham 
Maurer;  and  one  whose  name  is  forgotten.  All 
those  whoso  dates  of  birth  and  death  are  ■ men- 
tioned are  buried  at  Klingers  Church,  where  many 
of  the  name  are  interred.  Some  of  the  others  re- 
moved to  other  counties  and  climes.  The  family 
are  all  Lutherans. 

Abraham  L.  Schadel,  son  of  Heinrich,  was  born 
March  20,  1809,  and  died  March  14,  1885.  He 
was  a farmer  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  owning 
the  farm  now  the  property  of  his  son  iMoses,  as  well 
as  another  farm  across  the  township  line  in  Upper 
Mahantango  township,  Schuylkill  county,  where 
another  son,  Harry  S.,  now  lives.  He  had  a one- 
half  interest  in  a farm  adjoining  the  one  now 
owned  by  his  son  Moses.  He  was  a substantial  man. 
His  wife,  Froenica  (Schneider),  tvas  a daughter  of 
Abraham  and  Eve  (Batteicher)  Schneider.  They 
had  four  children : Moses  S. ; Catharine,  who 

died  aged  seven  years;  Harry  S. ; and  Ellen  A., 
who  died  in  infancy. 

CHAELES  H.  SWAX^K  has  been  a contractor 
in  Sunbttry  for  a number  of  years,  having  followed 
his  trade  of  stone  mason  as  a journeyman  for  sev- 
eral years  after  settling  in  the  borough,  in  1871, 
and  for  a number  of  years  as  an  independent 
worker.-  He  was  born  Jan.  9,  1847,  in  Shamokin 
township,  Xortlmmberland  county,  son  of  Sol- 
omon Swank  and  grandson  of  Peter  Swank. 

Peter  Swank,  born  in  1789,  settled  a mile  north 
of  Elysburg,  in  Ealpho  township,  this  county, 
then  kuotvn  as  Shamokin  township.  He  followed 
farming.  His  death  occurred  in  1848,  and  he  is 
buried  at  the  Eeed  Church.  Like  most  of  his 
family  he  was  a Lutheran  in  religious  faith,  and 
he  served  as  a member  of  the  council  of  his  church. 
His  wife,  Elizabeth,  born  in  1784,  long  survived 
him,  dying  in  1873.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: William,  born  Feb.  15,  1813,  died  April 

1-1,  1886,  married  Kaziah,  born  Oct.  19,  1817, 
died  Dec.  28,  1893  (buried  at  Eeed's  Church)  ; 
Peter  ; Henry  H.,  born  Oct.  22,  1820,  died  Aug. 
19,  1890;  Solomon;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Daniel 
Zimmerman;  Lydia,  wife  of  Daniel  Wrought;  Eliz- 
abeth, born  in  January,  1815,  who  died  July  14, 
1884,  unmarried. 

Jacob  Swank,  brother  of  Peter,  was  born  Oct. 
16,  1791,  and  died  July  14,  1863.  His  wife  Mary, 
born  June  15,  1790,  died  Jan.  18,  1877.  Their 
son  Peter  died  Jan.  14,  1853,  aged  twenty-two 


years.  Their  daughter  Catharine,  wife  of  iMorris 
Emerson,  died  Jan.  17,  1846,  aged  twenty-six 
years. 

Solomon  Swank,  son  of  Peter,  was  born  in  1814 
and  died  in  1849.  He,  too,  is  buried  at  Eeed’s 
Church.  He  lived  in  Eush  township,  where  he 
owned  his  liouse  and  a lot  of  some  thirty  acres, 
and  he  enjoyed  a large  custom  as  a shoemaker,  be- 
ing one  of  the  best  known  men  of  his  trade  in  the 
locality.  In  those  days  shoes  were  made  entirely 
by  liand,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  two 
apprentices,  George  Deibler  and  a Mr.  Zimmer- 
man, tire  former  being  his  brother-in-laAv.  He  was 
buried  at  Eeed’s  Church,  of  ivhich  he  ivas  a prom- 
inent Lutheran,  member,  as  were  many  of  the  name 
living  around  Elysburg.  A large  number  of 
Sivauks  are  buried  at  that  church.  He  served  as 
deacon,  and  on  one  occasion,  Avhen  the  church 
Avas  locked  as  the  result  of  some  controversy,  he 
crawled  through  a windoAv  and  opened  the  doors. 
His  wife,  Mary  (or  Polly)  Deibler,  daughter  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  Deibler,  is  buried  in  Pom- 
fret  IManor  cemetery  at  Sunbury.  They  were  the 
parents  of  only  one  child,  Charles  Henry. 

Charles  Henry  SAvank  received  the  educational 
advantages  afforded  by  the  township  schools,  which 
he  attended  for  about  tAvo  months  a year.  He 
Avas  reared  to  farming,  and  learned  the  trade  of 
stonemason  in  his  young  manhood.  Coming  to 
Sunbury  in  1871,  he  worked  as  a journeyman  for 
J acob  Bartholomew  about  eight  years  and  then  be- 
gan contracting,  in  which  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. At  times  he  keeps  as  many  as  nine  men 
employed.  Mr.  Swank  has  done  the  mason  work 
on  a number  of  local  school  buildings,  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  original  U.  B.  church,  put  up 
the  Avail  for  the  Sunbury  Safe  Deposit  & Trust 
Company,  the  stone  Avork  of  the  Episcopal  parish 
house,  the  East  End  hardAvare  store,  the  D.  E. 
Zartman  store,  and  many  other  Avell  constructed 
buildings  in  the  borough.  He  has  also  done  con- 
siderable work  in  another  branch  of  his  business, 
the  laying  of  flagstone,  having  in  one  A'ear  laid 
thirty-seven  carloads  of  flagstone,  and  he  also  deals 
in  that  commodity.  He  has  prospered  by  goocf 
management  and  thrift,  and  has  Avon  respect  by 
an  honorable  career  of  industry  and  honest  dealing. 
He  has  served  six  years  as  constable  in  Sunbury. 

In  1868  I^Ir.  Swank  married  -Haria  Alice  Bloom, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria  (Wolf)  Bloom,  and 
four  children  have  been  born  to  them : Prof.  Ed- 
Avard  W.  is  engaged  in  teaching  grammar  school 
in  Sunbury;  Solomon  F.  died  Avhen  five  mouths 
old;  Mary  died  in  her  sixth  montli ; Lestie  I.  mar- 
ried Frank  E.  Heddings  and  tliey  reside  in  Sun- 
bury  (tliey  liave  one  daughter  Hazel  A.).  IMr. 
SAA'ank  and  bis  family  are  members  of  Zion’s 
Lutheran  Church  at  Sunbury.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  politics. 
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HARKY  E.  KAUPT,  membor  of  the  firm  of 
Haupt  Brothers,  butchers,  of  Shamokin,  was  born 
in  that  borough,  July  2,  1879,  son  of  Benjamin 
Ilaupt.  The  family  history  is  given  in  full  else- 
where. He  attended  the  local  scliools  and  under 
his  fatlier  learned  the  butcher’s  trade,  remaining 
with  his  father  until  the  latter's  death,  after  which 
lie  entered  into  a partnership  with  his  brother 
William  T.  They  have  their  place  of  business  at 
the  old  stand  at  the  corner  of  Mulberry  and  Mar- 
ket streets,  Shamokin,  and  have  established  a large 
trade,  in  the  grocery  as  well  as  the  meat  line.  Mr. 
Haupt  is  a Eepublican  in  politics,  a Lutheran  in 
religion,  and  socially  a member  of  the  Sons  of  A^et- 
erans,  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the  Eoyal  Arcanum  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias. 

On  Jan.  29,  1898,  Air.  Haupt  married  Gertrude 
E.  Shuey,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Shuey, 
of  Shamokin,  and  they  have  had  six  children: 
Joseph  H.,  Jr.,  Catherine  (deceased),  Sarah,  Al- 
ma, Josiah  E.  (deceased)  and  Harry. 

JEEEAIIAH  LEXKEE,  who  has  been  a farm- 
er in  Eockefeller  tomiship  for  a number  of  years, 
■was  born  Alareh  7,  18o0,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  torvn- 
ship,  this  county,  in  winch  region  the  Lenkers  have 
been  settled  for  many  years.  Air.  Lenker  is  a son 
of  George  Lenker  and  grandson  of  Simon  Lenker. 

One  Adam  (or  John  Adam)  Lenker,  evidently 
the  first  of  the  family  to  settle  here,  was  a native 
of  Switzerland,  born  Dec.  12,  1765.  He  located  in 
territory  now  embraced  in  Lower  Alahanoy  town- 
ship, and  followed  farming,  the'  original  home- 
stead upon'  which  he  settled  being  the  farm 
now  owned  by  David  Bohner.  He  died  Alarch  24, 
1834,  and  is  buried  at  the  Zion  Church  in  Stone 
A^alley,  as  is  also  his  wife,  Anna  Alaria ; she  was 
born  June  15,  1764,  and  died  Alay  12,  1822. 
Their  children  were:  Alichael,  John  Adam,  Ja- 

cob, Poll}'  (married  John  Witmer)  and  Alary 
(married  AVilliam  Schaetfer).  Descendants  of 
the  three  sons  named  are  still  found  in  this  region. 

Simon  Lenker,  bprn  Oct.  28,  1788,  in  Lower 
Alahanoy  township,  was  probably  of  this  same 
stock,  but  whether  a son  of  John  Adam  or  not 
the  records  do  not  4how.  He  owned  a farm  near 
Hickory  Corners  (now  ownc(l,by^%muel  Latsha) 
and  followed  farming  aTU  his  active  life,  dying 
April  28,  1852.  His  wife,  Catharine  (Dockeyj, 
bom  Dec.  17,  1789,  died  Dee.  10,  1871.  They 
were  Lutherans,  and  are  buried  at  Stone  Amlley 
Church.  They  had  these  children : Simon,  Jr., 

is  buried  at  Herndon,  Pa. : Isaac,  born  Jan.  22, 
1818,  died  Alarch  27,  1881,  lived  on  the  home- 
stead; George  is  mentioned  later;  Jonas  owned 
a farm  adjoining  the  homestead ; Elizabeth  died 
unmarried;  Catharine  married  James  Yeagly. 

George  Lenker,  son  of  Simon,  was  born  Feb. 
26,  1815,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  and  there 
owned  the  farm  now  the  property  of  Alorris 


IFihner,  a tract  of  about  one  hundred  acres.  He 
followed  farming  all  his  days.  He  died  June 
17,  1854.  Air.  Lenker  and  his  family  were  Luth- 
eran members  of  the  Stone  Amlley  Church  and  he 
served  the  congregation  in  various  official  capaci- 
ties. Air.  Lenker  married  Catharine  Snyder, 
daughter  of  John  Dietrich  Snyder,  also  of  Lower 
Alahanoy,  and  she  survived  him  many  years,  dy- 
ing Sept.  6,  1887,  aged  seventy-six  yeans,  three 
months,  ten  days.  Two  children  were  born  to 
this  union:  Alary,  who  married  Isaac  Eadel;  and 
Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah  Lenker  was  reared  to  farm  life  until 
he  Avas  seventeen,  at  whicli  time  he  began  to  learn 
the  trade  of  tanner.  He  followed  that  occupation 
until  1880,  in  which  year  he  returned  to  farm- 
• ing,  locating  in  Toad  vallet',  in  Lower  Alahanoy 
township.  After  six  years  at  that  place  he  moved 
his  family  to  Limestone,  in  Upper  Augusta  town- 
ship, Avhere  he  tvas  also  located  for  six  years.  Ee^ 
turning  to  IjOAver  Alahanoy,  he  farmed  there 'for 
nine  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period,  in  T900, 
he  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  Eockefeller  town- 
ship. There  he  has  a tract  of  thirty-six  acres, 
located  about  two  and  a half  miles  southeast  of 
Sunbury,  on  the  Plum  Creek  road.  Air.  Lenker 
has  taken  no  part  in  public  affairs  since  his  remov- 
al to  Eockefeller  township,  but  Avhile  in  Lower 
Alahanoy  he  served  nine  years  as  a member  of  the 
board  of  school  directors.  He  is  a Eepublican  on 
political  questions,  and  in  religion  he  and  his  fam- 
ily are  Lutherans,  holding  membership  in  Im- 
manuel Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  During 
his  residence  in  Lower  Alahanoy  he  served  many 
years  as  deacon  of  his  church. 

On  Alay  8,  1868,  Air.  Lenker  married  Caroline 
Boyer,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Catharine 
(Stein)  Boyer,  the  former  a native  of  Amity 
township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  the  latter  of  Hubley 
township,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  AYhen  sixteen  years 
old  Air.  Boyer  came  with  his  parents  to  Stone 
A'alley,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  where  he 
lived  and  died.  ' He  was  an  enterprising  and  pros- 
perous agriculturist,  acquiring  the  ownership  of 
three  farms.  Air.  and  Airs.  Lenker  have  hacl  six 
children:  (1)  AI.  Alma  was  born  in  Lower  Ala- 

hanoy township  and  there  received  her  early  edu- 
cation, later  attending  Susquehanna  University,  at 
Selinsgrove,  Pa.  She  began  teaching  puldic  school 
in  1892,  receiving  her  first  license  from  Prof.  Ira 
Shipman,  then  county  superintendent,  and  has 
taught  every  tenn  since,  three  terms  in  Lower 
Alahanoy,  three  terms  in  Upper  Augusta  and  nine 
terms  in  Eockefeller  township.  In  1901  she  Avas 
granted  a State  teacher's  permanent  ccrtirtcate. 
On  Oct.  31,  1905,  she  Avas  graduated  from  the 
Sunburv  Business  College,  having’  completed  a 
course  in  stenography  and  typewriting.  She  is 
an  accomplished  pianist,  and  from  1891  has  taught 
music,  both  vocal  and  iii.-tnimental.  Her  high 
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reputation  as  a teacher  has  been  gained 
]}}'  conscientious  devotion  to  her  duties  in  every 
line.  She  married  iMay  18.  1911,  'Warren  L. 
Shipman,  Esq.,  son  of  Saul  Shipman.  (2)  Eev. 
George  Irving'Lenker  receiveil  his  elementary  ed- 
ucation in  the  public  schools  of  Lower  Mahanoy 
and  taught  school  for  two  terms  in  his  native 
township.  lie  then  entered  iMuhlenberg  College, 
at  Allentown,  Pa.,  in  1898,  and  after  his  work 
there  became  a student  at  the  Lutheran  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  Germantown,  from  which  ho  was 
graduated  in  1901.  He  was  ordained  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  stationed  at  Grace  Lutheran  Church, 
Allegheny,,  which  he  served  as  pastor  for  seven 
years,  re.signing  because  of  failing  health.  He  is 
now  sojourning  at  Southern  Pines,  X.  C.,  for  the 
benefit  of  his  health.  (3)  Katie  P.  married  M. 
Oscar  Engel  and  they  reside  in  Sunbuiw.  (4) 
John  P).,  a carpenter,  residing  at  Sunbury,  mar- 
ried Elsie  Eister.  (A)  Lucy  J.  died  unmarried, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  and  is  buried  at 
"Wolfs  Cross  Road  (Emanuel)  Church  in  Rock- 
efeller township.  (6)  Ulysses  H.,  who  graduated 
from  the  Sunbury  high  school  in  1910,,  is  now 
living  with  his  parents. 

ROBERT  L.  RIEGER,  of  Herndon,  Xorthum- 
berland  county,  has  been  in  business  at  that  point 
since  1902,  and  also  conducts  two  farms  in  Jack- 
son  township.  He  is  a progressive  citizen,  and 
has  been  a useful  man  in  various  circles,  taking 
an  intelligent  interest  in  the  general  welfare  and 
managing  his  own  affairs  with  the  good  judgment 
which  has  won  the  recognition  of  liis  fellow  men 
in  all  the  associations  of  life. 

The  Riegers  are  of  German  origin.  Christian 
Rieger,  great-grandfather  of  Robert  L.  Rieger, 
lived  at  Gien,  an  independent  walled  city  in  "Wur- 
temherg,  Germany,  was  a man  of  fine  intellect 
and  an  able  minister,  a servant  of  the  king.  The 
family  belonged  to  the  German  nobility. 

■ John  Rieger,  son  of  Christian  Rieger,  passed 
all  his  life  in  Germany.  He  was  a shoemaker 
by  trade  and  occupation,  and  also  a city  police- 
man for  years.  He  was  the  father  of  sixteen  chil- 
clren,  only  four  of  whom,  however,  reached,  ma- 
turity, the’ other  twelve  dying  young. 

Casper  Rieger,  eldest  son  of  John,  was  born 
Dec.  20,  1833,  in  Gien.  and  came  to  America 
in  May,.  1852,  landing  at  Philadelphia,  where  he 
spent  two  years.  After  a ^hort  residence  at  Read- 
ing, Pa.,  he  came  to  Herndon,  and  he  followed 
his  trade  of  stone  cutter  until  1894.  Meantime 
he  acfpiired  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, which  his  family  cultivated.  He  is  now  liv- 
ing retired,  in  Jackson  township.  During  the  Civil 
war  Dir.  Rieger  served  his  adopted  country  as 
a member  of  tiompanv  B,  172d  Pennsylvania 
Regiment,  in  September,  1862,  and  in  Company 
A,  208tli  Regiment.  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  In- 


fantry, with  which  command  he  saw  active  serv- 
ice, taking  part  in  the  engagement  at  Bermuda 
Hundred,  in  the  Belfield  raid  on  Dec.  10-11-12, 
1864,  next  at  Hatcher's  Run,  in  Virginia  (where 
the  regiment  remained  one  week,  returning  thence 
to  Petersburg),  at  the  taking  of  hVrt  Steadman 
(1865),  the  taking  of  Fort  Mahone  (April  2, 
1865)  and  the  captui’e  of  other  forts.  He  married 
Ai'elia  Sowers,  who  died  in  1891,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years,  and  ten  children  were  horn  to  them : 
Charles  H.  is  a farmer  of  Jackson  township: 
George  W.  lives  in  Vancouver,  'Wash.;  John  died 
in  infancy;  Ellen  married  "Wesley  WTfif,  of  Sun- 
bury; Robert  L.  lives  at  Herndon;  Elizabeth  DI. 
married  William  Geiger,  of  Suidmry;  William  F. 
is  deceased ; Joseph  M.  is  at  Vancouver,  "Wash. ; 
Samuel  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Jackson  town- 
ship; Francis  J.  lives  at  Portland,  Oregon. 

Back  in  the  seventeenth  century  one  of  the 
forebears  of  the  Riegers  was  a general  in  th.e  reg- 
ular army.  He  was  arrested  and  tried  for  treason, 
aiy.1  was  sentenced,  and  during  his  imprisonment 
composed  and  penned  a number  of  hymns  still 
in  use  in  the  Lutheran  Hymnal.  He  was  subse- 
quently pardoned  and  reinstated  in  his  former 
office,  and  when  he  retired  from  active  service 
received  a letter  of  honor  from  the  king  for  faith- 
ful service.  This  letter  descended  to  the  eldest 
son  in  each  generation,  and  Casper  Rieger,  being 
in  the  direct  line,  was  entitled  to  it,  hut  neglected 
the  privilege,  leaving  the  country  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age.  Gien  had  been  captured 
by  Xapoleon  and  given  to  the  Kingdom  of  Wurt- 
emberg,  and  tlumgh  the  officers  of  the  independent 
city  escaped  witti  their  lives  they  had  nothing 
left  to  boast  of,  and  the  influence  of  the  Riegers 
in  Gien  was  at  an  end.  Hence  Casper  Rieger, 
who  believed  very  much  in  independent  govent- 
ment,  came  to  America  without  his  'Tetter  of 
honor.’’ 

Robert  L.  Rieger  was  horn  April  26,  1864,  in 
Jackson  township,  and  obtained  his  education  in 
the  township  schools.  He  was  reared  to  farming, 
and  gave  all  his  attention  to  agriculture  for  some 
years,  in  1889  purchasing  IVhite  island,  at  Hern- 
don, which  contains  131  acres  of  valuable  land. 
He  lived  there  for  a period  of  twelve  years.  In 
1902  he  settled  at  Herndon,  engaging  in  his  pres- 
ent line  of  business,  which  he  has  enlarged  and 
added  to  to  meet  the  demands  of  trade  until  his 
stock  and  interests  are  now  (piite  exteu'^ive.  He 
is  engaged  as  a manufacturer  of  and  dealer  in 
bill  lumber,  flooring,  shingles,  siding,  molding, 
window  sash,  doors,  bricks,  shingle  bands,  coal, 
and  similar  commodities,  doing  a thriving  busi- 
ness, which  he  has  built  up  by  enterprising  a.nd 
accommodating  methods.  He  also  operates  a farm 
of  208  acres,  and  (me  of  sixtv-six  acres,  in  Jack- 
son  township.  Dir.  Rieger  is  ])resident  of  the 
l)oard  of  health  of  the  borough  of  Herndon  and 
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has  given  useful  S(‘rvic-e  in  that  capaeit\'.  He  is 
i IK  1 epeiulen  t })o  1 i t i ca  11  y. 

On  Doc.  1.‘5,  ISD),  Mr.  Dioger  married  Elmira 
Leiiker,  daughter  o];  Henry  and  Mary  (M'itmer) 
J.,enker,  of  lN[ahantango,  Pa.,  and  they  have  had 
tliree  children;  Alice  married  T.  S.  Updegrove, 
who  is  now  engaged  in  farming  M'hite  island; 
Charles  L.  is  a farmer  in  Jackson  township; 
Clinton  W.  is  also  a farmer.  Mr.  Pieger  and  his 
family  are  memhers  of  the  United  Evangelical 
.Church  at  Herndon,  in  which  he  is  cptite  active, 
serving  at  present  as  trustee  of  the  church  and 
teacher  of  a large  men's  class  in  the  Sunday  school. 
Pie  is 'a  graduate  of  the  Perkasie  Park  Xormal 
Assembly  Course. 

COXPAD  YEACPlll.  a native  of  Berks  county. 
Pa.,  ahotit  the  year  180U  settled  near  Elyshurg,  in 
Xoithumherland  county.  He  had  a^son,  Conrad, 
Jr.,  and  a number  of  daughters. 

Conrad  YYager,  Jr.,  was  Ixjrn  in  Berks  county 
alxntt  the  year  1705,  and  when  a child  came  with 
his  parents  to  Xorthumlierlaud  county,  settling  in 
Push  township.  He  was  a farmer.  He  was  a 
•Lutheran  in  his  earlier  life,  but  at  the  time  of  his 
Meath  was  a Baptist.  He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth 
(Peed),  are  buried  at  Peed's  Church.  Their  elev- 
•en  children  were  : John,  Absalom,  Conrad,  Henry, 
Solomon,  Jacob,  Elizabeth  {married  Isaac  Hile), 
Esther  (married  Christopher  Rhine),  Deborah 
(married  Joseph  Haas),  Sarah  (married  Leonard 
Boyer)  and  iMary  (married  Jacob  Pensyl). 

Solomon  Yeager,  born  in  Shamokin  township 
July  18,  1887,  now  resides  at  Sunbury,  Pa.  He 
married  Losanna  Dawson,  and  they  have  children: 
J.  Truman,  Clarence.  Peuben,  Lizzie.  Emma  and 
Ella. 

JOHX  A.  FPIPSTEP,  a prominent  farmer  of 
Little  Dlahanoy  township,  has  passed  all  his  life 
there  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  Several 
generations  of  P'ersters  have  lived  in  the  lower  part 
of  Xorthumberland  county.  One  tVilliam  I’erster 
settled  there  prior'  to  the  organization  of  the 
county,  in  177’1,  and  in  1778.  in  the  list  of  tax- 
:ables  of  Mahanoy  township  (which  then  included 
all  that  part  of  the  county  lying  south  of  Line 
Mountain),  were  the  names  of  M'illiam.  George, 
I’eter  and  George  P'erster.  Jr..  'William  being  the 
father  of  George  and  Peter.  William  P'erster  died 
when  his  son  Peter  was  a young,  man.  and  is 
buried  on  his  farm  in  Little  Mahanoy  township, 
in  a field  on  the  east  side.  Other  persons  were 
buried  near  him.  Imt  the  plowshare  now  turns 
the  sod  over  his  grave.  He  owned  the  land  which 
is  now  the  ])roperty  of  the  Joseph  Haas  estate 
near  Dornsife.  His  children  were:  George,  Leon- 
ard, Peter,  IMicliael,  Sally  (married  Bernhard 
Adam),  Lydia  (Mrs.  IMiller).  Catharine  (married 
David  Dunkelliergcr),  Eve  (born  July  8,  178G, 


died  E'er.  30,  1830,  married  Christojihel  Dunlcel- 
berger),  and  Maria  Magd.  (born  March  5,  1791, 
died  October,  1812,  married  Wilhelm  Schneider). 

Among  the  taxables  in  Little  i\Iahanoy  town- 
ship when  the  first  tax  was  collected,  in  1811, 
after  the  township  was  organized  (in  1813),  were 
Leonard  and  John  Ferster. 

Peter  and  John  Ferster  had  the  tirst  eight-day 
clock  ever  in  use  in  Little  Mahanoy  township; 
this  was  in  1801.  They  bought  it  in  Reading, 
Pa.  The  Fersters  Avere  noted  for  their  strength, 
John  and  Peter  performing  the  feat  of  lifting  a 
full  barrel  and  drinking  out  of  the  liunghole.  In 
'Washington  toAvnship,  this  county,  there  is  a val- 
ley known  as  “Foersters  Thai,'’  Fersters  A^alley. 
In  the  early  records  the  spelling  is  sometimes 
Furster. 

We  have  the  following  record  of  the  four  sons 
of  'William  Ferster:  George  Ferster  became  a farm- 
er and  settled  in  the  State  of  Indiana.  He 
married  and  had  a family. 

Leonard  Ferster,  born  March  23,  1777,  died 
Aug.  3,  1813.  He  lived  in  Little  Mahanoy  toAvn- 
ship,  Avhere  he  OAvned  the  farm  noAV  belonging  to 
Daniel  W.  IVirt.  His  Avife,  Anna  Barbara  (Het- 
rich),  born  Aug.  17,  1780,  died  Jan.  6,  1853, 
and  they  are  buried  at  the  Little  Dlahanoy  Church. 
The  Fersters  are  Lutherans  in  religious  connec- 
tion. To  Leonard  and  Anna  Barbara  (Hetrich) 
Ferster  AA'ere  born  children  as  folloAvs  : Peter  (men- 
tioned helow),  Sally,  Betzy  (married  Jacol)  Phil- 
ips), Catharine  (married  Samuel  IVagner)  and 
George  (mentioned  beloAv). 

Peter  Ferster  located  in  'Washington  toAvnship, 
AA'here  he  took  up  considerable  land  in  Avhat  is  noAv 
knoAvn  as  “Fersters  Valley,'’  practically  all  the  res- 
idents being  Fersters,  and  four  adjoining  farms 
belonging  to  Fersters.  Peter  Ferster  lived  on  the 
tract  now  oAvned  by  his  grandsons  Elias  and 
Frank  Ferster  (sons  of  Simon).  He  Avas  twice 
married,  his  AA'ives,  Christina  and  Barbara,  respec- 
tiA'ely,  being  sisters  and  daughters  of  ^lichael  Pe- 
buck.  To  the  first  union  were  born  children  as 
folloAvs;  Peter;  Simon,  who  died  IMarcli  1,  1901, 
aged  seAenty-six  years,  five  months,  eleven  days 
(his  Avife  Mary  .V.,  born  Dec.  18,  1821.  died  Oct. 
29.  1880)  ; Daniel ; David,  mentioned  below;  Isaac, 
born  March  5,  1832,  avIio  died  Xoa'.  10,  1862 ; 
and  John,  mentioned  beloAV.  The  son  John  was 
only  fourteen  Aveeks  old  Avhen  the  mother  died, 
in  1838.  By  his  second  Avife  Peter  Forster  had 
a son  George,  Avho  married  Peggy  Thomas:  they 
live  in  Much  Valley,  in  Washington  toAvnship. 

iMichael  Ferster  (son  <if  William),  born.  Feb. 
27.  1787.  lived  and  died  on  a small  tract  near 
Hebuck.  He  bad  a farm  farther  up  the  valley. 
His  death  occurred  Xov.  18,  1810,  and  his  Avife 
Lydia  (Hepler),  born  Xov.  27,  1702.  died  Jan. 
17,  1858.  They  are  buried  at  the  lliuinu'l  Cbureh. 
Their  children  were  all  daughtiu’s:  One  daughter 
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married  Ilcniy  lveitz  (he  \va?  married  four  times)  ; 
Kate  married  I’eter  Eebuck  (known  as  “"Curly 
Peter”  Eebuek)  ; Sarah  married  Peter  Eebuck 
(known  as  “Little  Peter”  Eebuek^  also  as  •‘Lev\'y 
PeteP’)  ; Lydia  married  Peter  Eebuek  (known  as 
“Pette  Balser”  Eebuek;  she  was  the  “Eod  Lyd”)  ; 
Harriet  married  Joseph  Eebuek;  Hannah  married 
Samuel  IVIaliek. 

Peter  Ferster,  son  of  Leonard,  lived  for  some 
years  on  the  farm  in  Little  IVtahanoy  township 
now  owned  by  Daniel  W.  Wirt,  wMeh  was  his 
father's  homestead  and  may  have  been  a part  of 
tlie  land  l)elonging  to  his  grandfather,  William 
Ferster.  A log  house  still  (1910)  standing  on. 
this  farm  was  built  Im  Leonard  Ferster.  George 
Ferster,  brother  of  Peter,  obtained  nineteen  acres 
of  this  farm.  In  his  later  years  Peter  Ferster 
crossed  the  Susquehanna  and  settled  near  Eichtield, 
in  Juniata  county.  Pa.,  where  he  died  and  is  bur- 
ied. His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Peifer,  and 
among  their  children  was  a son  George,  who  lived 
at  Eichtield  and  reached  an  advanced  age. 

George  Ferster,  son  of  Leonard,  was  the  grand- 
father of  John  A.  Ferster,  and  lived  at  the  same 
place  his  grandson  occupies,  though  he  had  a 
much  smaller  tract.  He  uas  born  March  2J,  1804, 
and  died  Oct.  26,  1830,  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-six  years,  and  he  is  buried  at  the  Emanuel 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
member.  He  married  Barbara  Eebuek,  and  they 
had  two  children,  Adam  and  Catharine,  the  latter 
the  wife  of  John  Bohner. 

Adam  Ferster,  son  of  George,  "uas  born  on  the 
farm  in  Little  IMahanoy  township,  where  his  son 
John  A.  Ferster  now  lives,  and  passed  his  entire 
life  there,  dying  Jan.  14,  1897,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-seven  years,  six  months,  twenty-eight  days. 
He  was  a blacksmith,  and  followed  the  trade  in 
addition  to  farming,  having  a shop  which  is  still 
standing  on  his  son’s  farm,  along  the  road.  He 
was'  considered  a good  mechanic,  and  .had  plenty 
of'  work  to  do  when  the  timber  on  the  surround- 
ing mountains  was  cut.  He  was  an  active  and 
intelligent  man,  interested  in  everything  that  con- 
cerned the  general  welfare,  and  held  various  politi- 
cal and  church  offices,  being  willing  to  do-  his 
share  as  a good  citizen.  In  politics  he  was  a Dem- 
ocrat. His  first  wife,  Catharine  (Bohner),  daugh- 
ter of  John  Bohner,  is  buried  at  the  Little  Maha- 
noy  Church.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  cliil- 
dren : William,  who  lives  at  Snydertown,  Pa. ; 
Emeline,  wife  of  David  Long;  and  Aaron.  Mr. 
Ferster’s  second  marriage  was  to  Eebecca  Eunkle, 
who  was  born  Oct.  13,  1841,  daughter  of  Philip 
and  Susanna  (Brown)  Eunkle,  and  died  Jan.  17, 
1908.  Adam  and  Eebecca  Ferster  are  buried  at 
St.  Peter’s  Clnircli,  IMahanoy.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  three  children : Susan,  married  to  Ilenry 
Kahler;  George  E.,  who  is  iinmarried  ; and  John  A. 

Aaron  Ferster,  son  of  Ailam  Ferster  and  his 


first  wife,  was  born  April  7,  1859,  in  Little  Ma- 
hanoy,  in  ■which  township  he  is  still  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  reared  in  his  native  place,  and 
worked  for  his  father  until  twenty-five  years  old,, 
at  which  time  he  married  and  moved  to  Shamokiu, 
where  he  lived  for  ten  years,  meantime  working 
in  the  coal  mines,  for  the  Heading  and  Pennsyl- 
vania Coal  Companies.  In  December,  1895,  he 
moved  with  his  family  back  to  Little  Mahanoy 
township,  settling  on  a farm  which  adjoins  his 
father’s  homestead  to  the  northeast.  This  place- 
was  one  time  the  Daniel  Wagner  homestead,  and 
IMr.  Ferster  owns  a nice  tract  of  sixty-six  acres,, 
some  of  which  is  timberland.  He  is  engaged  prin- 
cipally in  truck  farming,  and  attends  market  at 
Shamokin  every  week.  Mr.'  Ferster  is  a Democrat 
and  has  officiated  at  elections,  and  he  was  school 
director  for.  a number  of  years,  his  last  term  ex- 
piring in  1910.  He  and  his  family  are  members- 
of  the  Emanuel  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church, 
which  he  is  serving  as  deacon. 

On  Aug.  31,  1884,  iMr.  Ferster  married  Mary 
J.  Hoffman,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Het- 
rieh)  Hoffman,  of  Washington  township,  and  they 
have  had  a family  of  seven  children ; Cora,  wher 
died  young;  Mabel  M.,  who  married  George  Bing- 
aman;  Edna  S. ; Eobert  L.,  evho  died  young  ; An- 
nie P. ; Katie  A.  ; and  Adam  Fred. 

John  A. -Ferster,  son  of  Adajn  and  Eebecca- 
(Eunkle)  Ferster,  was  born  Aug.  13,  1875,  in 
Little  Mahanoy  townsliip,  and  has  passed  all  his 
life  on  the  farm  where  he  resides,  which 
belonged  in  turn  to  his  grandfather  and  father. 
His  father  added  to  the  original  tract,  and  the- 
farm  at  present  contains  sixty-five  acres,  which 
Mr.  Ferster  devotes  to  general  crops.  He  sells 
his  produce  at  Shamokin,  wliere  he  attends  market 
every  week.  Mr.  Ferster  is  one  of  the  energetic- 
and  intelligent  young  farmers  of  his  section,  has 
Iield  the  office  of  school  director  since  1909,  and 
has  been  high  constable  of  the  township  since- 
1902.  For  one  year  he  was  supervisor.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a Democrat,  in  religion  a Lutheran,  be- 
ing a member  of  the  Emanuel  Evangelical  Church 
(Little  IMahanoy),  to  which  his  family  also  Be- 
long ; he  was  deacon  of  this  church. 

On  Feb.  1,  1898,  Dfr.  Ferster  married  Sallie 
Eaker,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  'W'ilhelmina  (Zart- 
man ) Eaker,  of  Little  ^lahanoy  township,  and 
they  have  had  three  children:  Ida,  a daughter 
that  died  in  infancy,  and  Adam. 

Da\id  Ferster,  son  of  Peter  and  grandson  of 
William,  was  born-  March  2,  1828,  in  Washington 
township,  and  died  Aug.  11,  1903,  at  his  hoine- 
in  the  southwest  portion  of  that  district.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  wheelwright.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  ('Company  K.  172d  llegi- 
ment,  I’ennsylvania  A'olunteer  Infantry.  After- 
the  war  he  settled  down  to  farming  in  Washing- 
ton township,  wlu'ri'  lu’  owiu'd  two  farms,  one  now 
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tlie  property  ot‘  his  son  James,  the  otlier  owiuhI 
hv  his  son-in-law,  Daniel  Rothennel.  He  was  a 
man  of  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  and  served 
as  school  director,  and  overseer  of  the  poor  in 
Washington  township.  His  wife  Judith  ( Bros- 
ius)  was  a daug'hter  of  .Gottfried  and  Catharine 
(Klock)  Brosius,  and  died  March  d,  1!<04,  aged 
seventy-five  years,  eleven  months,  si.v  days.  David 
Ferster  was  prominently  identified  with  the  Urban 
Church,  and  he  and  liis  wife  are  Iniried  there. 
They  had  children  as  follows:  Marie  E.,  Iwmi 
April  22,  1852,  married  Urias  Schrefller,  and  they 
are  farming  people  of  AVashington  township ; 
Catharine,  born  Dec.  1,  1854,  married  Daniel 
Rothennel,  and  they,  too,  are  farming  people  in 
Washington  township;  James  and  Levi  are  men- 
tioned below ; Sarah,  lx)rn  Aug.  14,  1864,  married 
Killian  Philips,  and  they  are  farming  in  Lower 
Mahanoy  townsliip;  Emma  J.,  born  XX)v.  12.  1867, 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  R.  Kauffman,  a farmer  of 
Washington  township. 

James  Ferster,  son  of  David,  was  horn  iMay 
20,  1857,  and  when  eighteen  years  old  commenced 
to  learn  cigarmaking,  which  trade  he  followed  for 
eight  years.  For  nine  years  he  was  engaged  as 
store  clerk  in  Mahanoy,  and  since  1887  has  culti- 
vated the  farm  of  the  late  Eev.  J.  Charles  Smith, 
on  the  Pottsville  road  between  Mahanoy  and  Dur- 
ban. Ill  1880  he  married  Sevilla  Philips,  who 
was  born  in  1860  and  died  in  1901,  the  mother 
of  these  children ; Susan,  Maud,  J.  William  and 
Gertrude  E.  In  1904  Mr.  Ferster  married  (sec- 
ond) Cora  Brown,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
two  children,  John  E.  and  Amanda  S. 

Levi  Ferster,  son  of  David,  was  born  Dec.  16, 
1859,  and  worked  on  the  farm  for  his  parents 
until  he  was  twenty-eight  years  old.  At  that  time 
he  married,  and  in  1889  he  began  to  farm  the 
tract  of  144  acres  in  Washington  township  u here 
he  has  since  lived,  and  which  he  now  has  under 
a fine  state  of  cultivation.  In  1891  he  built  the 
present  barn  on  that  property.  He  is  a prosper- 
ous farmer  and  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 
his  township,  which  he  has  served  as  school  direct- 
or for  nine  years.  He  is  also  prominent  in  church 
work,  being  a member  of  the  Lutheran  congrega- 
tion at  the  Himmel  Church,  which  he  has  served 
officially  as  deacon,  elder  and.  at  present,  trustee. 
In  1887  Mr.  Ferster  married  Mary  A.  Kahler, 
and  they  have  had  children  as  follows:  Katie, 
Mary  EHzaheth.  Charles  M.,  William  1.,  John  D. 
and  Daniel  J. 

John  Ferster,  son  of  Peter  and  grandson  of 
William,  was  horn  July  31,  1838,  in  Jackson  (now 
Washington)  township,  where  he  was  reared,  and 
throughout  his  active  y(>ars  was  a farmer  in  what 
is  hx’ally  known  as  Forsters  Valley.  He  owns 
ninety-five  acres  of  land,  part  of  his  father's  farm. 
In  1863  Mr.  Ferster  married  Harriet  Zartman, 
who  was  l)orn  Oct.  17,  1836.  daughter  of  Paxid 
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Zaitiiian,  and  to  them  were  Ijoi'ii  two  sons,  Daniel 
and  Peter  Z.  4'he  latter,  who  also  lived  in  Fers- 
ters  Valley,  dietl  March  It),  1899,  aged  thirty-five 
years,  eight  months,  twenty-seven  days : he  had 
been  twice  married,  his  first  wife,  Lovina  ( Re- 
buck), dying  Fell.  17,  1894,  aged  twenty-two 
years,  ten  months,  seventeen  days,  the  mother  of 
one  child,  Charles,  who  died  young;  by  his  second 
wife,  Ellen  J.  IMiller,  he  had  one  child,  Alice, 
who  lives  with  her  grandparents. 

Daniel  Ferster,  son  of  John,  was  born  Aug.  9. 
1870,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life  in  Fersters  Val- 
ley where  he  still  resides.  .Until  he  was  of  age  he 
worked  for  his  father,  and  has  since  been  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account,  in  1900  settling  on  the 
place  of  eighty  acres  J formerly  an  Eyster  farm) 
where  he  has  since  remained.  The  barn  on  this 
])Iace  was  built  by  David  Eyster  in  1871,  and 
Mr.  Ferster  has  made  a number  of  improvements 
on  the  tract  since  he  acquired  it.  lie  married 
Ella  Lebo,  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  (Kobel) 
Lelx),  late  of  Jackson  township,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Carrie  May.  Mr.  Ferster  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  at  present  is  serving  as  .school  director 
of  Washington  townshi]).  lie  and  liis  family  are 
Lutheran  mendters  of  8t.  Peter's  Church,  at  Ma- 
hanoy, and  he  is  now  filling  the  office  of  deacon. 

CHARLES  II.  ROTHERMEL,  proprietor  of 
the  “Trevorton  House"’  at  Trevorton,  is  one  of 
the  younger  business  men  of  that  place  who  are 
by  their  energy  and  enterprise  winning  a place 
among  its  substantial  citizens.  He  was  born  June. 
5,  1878,  in  W;xshington  township,  Xorthumlierland 
county,  and  comes  of  a faniilv  long  settled  in 
that  section.  His  great-grandfather.  Aljraham 
Rothennel,  a native  of  Berks  county.  Pa.,  came 
to  Xorthund)erland  county  about  1810  and  set- 
tled in  Washington  township.  He  and  his  wife, 
Catharine  (Wager),  lioth  died  in  that  township, 
and  are  buried  tliere,  at  the  Himmel  Church.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  ('harles,  IMartin.  Isaac, 
Amos,  Katie,  Mrs.  Hoffman  and  Mrs.  Emerick. 

Charles  Rothermcd,  son  of  Abraham,  was  the 
grandfather  of  Charles  H.  Rothennel.  He  came 
with  his  parents  from  Berks  county  and  lived  in 
Washington  township,  where  he  owned  a farm 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  twice 
married,  the  maiden  name  of  his  first  wife  being 
Bower,  and  to  them  were  i)orn  four  children:  Kil- 
lian; Jose))h ; Aaron,  who  is  living  at  Mount 
Pleasant  l\Iills.  in  Snyder  county.  Pa. : and  Har- 
riet. His  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Beisel.  !)ore  him  the  following  children:  Lena, 

Daniel.  Benjamin  F..  Lewis,  ^lary  and  Sarah. 

Benjamin  F.  Rothcrmel,  father  of  Charles  11. 
Rothennel,  was  Ixirn  Aipg.  9,  1855.  in  Wasliing- 
ton  township,  ami  in  his  early  life  followed  fann- 
ing. Subse(|ucntly  he  was  employed  for  some 
wars  on  public  works,  and  ho  is  now  workitur  at 
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the  Duiikelherger  collierv.  He  has  niade  liis  lioiiie 
at  Trevorton  since  1907.  Mr.  Rothermel's  first 
wife,  Emma  (Hoffman),  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Sarah  (Drumlicller)  Iloflman,  died  March  6, 
1880,  and  is  buried  in  Washington  townshipj.  She 
was  the  mother  of  two  children;  Cliarles  H.  and 
Edward,  the  latter  dying  young.  IMr.  IJothermel 
has  since  married  (second)  Lydia  Brown,  daugh- 
ter of  Andrew  Brown,  and  they  have  had  one 
daughter,  Ida,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Charles  H.  Eothermel  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  passed  his  boyhood  upon 
the  farm.  When  twelve  years  old  he  began  pick- 
ing slate  at  the  mines  and  later  became  a regular 
miner,  being  thus  engaged  until  April.  1910.  Be- 
fore this,  in  1905,  he  had  become  interested  in 
the  hotel  business,  but  ho  continued  his  work  at 
the  mines  for  several  3'ears,  until  he  felt  that  his 
hotel  business  needed  all  his  attention.  He  is  a 
popular  host  and  has  one  of  the  leading  hotels 
in  the  localiW,  enjoying  a well  deserved  patron- 
age. In  this  c-onnection,  and  as  a member  of  the 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  the  Bed  Men  and  the 
Cameron  Gun  Club,  he  is  veiw  well  known.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Eepublican  party  and  inter- 
ested in  its  success,  and  during  his  residence  in 
Cameron  township  served  as  a member  of  the 
election  board.  In  religion  he  unites  with  the 
Eefornied  denomination. 

On  May  17,  1902,  Mr.  Eothermel  married 
Lottie  Long,  daughter  of  Felix  and  Lena  Ijong, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  the  following  chil- 
dren : Clarence,  Charles  B.,  David  F.  and  El- 
mer E. 

ISAAC  LEPLEY",  who  has  lived  upon  his 
present  farm  in  Lower  Augusta  township  since 
the  spring  of  1909,  is  a native  of  Lmion  county, 
Pa.,  born  Xov.  26,  1864,  two  miles  from-  Win- 
field, son  of  Isaac  and  Catharine  (Kline)  Leplev'. 

The  Federal  Census  Eeport  of  1790  records 
three  Lepleys  as  heads  of  families;  Adam,  of 
Bradford  count}’,  I’a.,  who  had  a wife,  four  sons 
under  sixteen  years  old,  and  one  daughter;  Jacob, 
of  Xorthumberland  county.  Pa.,  who  had  a wife, 
seven  sons  under  sixteen  years  of  age  and  four 
daughters;  and  I.awrence  Leply,  of  Berks  county. 
Pa.,  residing  in  Euscombmanor  township,  who  had 
one  son  above  sixteen  years  of  age.  Of  these, 
Jacob  Lepley  was  probably  the  ancestor  of  the 
family  here  under  consideration.  The  Lepleys 
have  long  been  prominent  among  the  most  re- 
spected residents  of  Pinion  county.  Several  mem- 
bers of  the  Union  county  branch  of  the  family 
entered  the  ministrv,  and  the  family  was  also  rep- 
resented in  other  professions. 

In  the  courthouse  at  Sunburv  was  found  the 
following  record  regarding  iMichael  ‘•'Leapley,'’  de- 
ceased; }*apers  of  administi'ation  were  given  to 


dacob  Leapley,  date  IMay  7,  1779.  Will  Book  I, 
page  13.  LTnder  date  of  June  12,  1779,  Will 
Book  I,  page  14,  we  find;  Michael  "Leaply,”  de- 
ceased, administrator  John  Xye. 

Isaac  Lepley,  Sr.,  father  of  Mr.  Isaac  Lepley 
of  Lower  Augusta  township,  had  two  brothers ; 
Joseph,  who  lived  in  Snyder  county,  Pa.,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming;  and  Samuel,  who 
lived  in  the  upper  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

Isaac  Lepley,  Sr.,  was  born  at  Winfield,  in 
Union  county,  I’a.,  was  a lifelong  farmer,  and  met 
with  unusual  prosperity  in  his  undertakings,  ac- 
quiring the  ownership  of  three  farms,  two  in  Un- 
ion countv  and  one  in  Snyder  county.  The  lat- 
ter contained  forty-five  acres,  and  those  in  Union 
county  comprised  eighty-two  and  forty  acres,  re- 
spectively. The  forty-acre  tract  was  valuable  lime- 
stone land,  -and  Mr.  Lepley  erected  three  kilns 
and  burned  lime  on  an  extensive  scale.  His  tal- 
ents as  a business  man  were  generally  recognized, 
and  he  was  called  upon  to,  serve  his  community 
officially,  being  a member  of  the  school  board  and 
frequently  serving  the  county  as  juryman.  His 
efficient  services  were  much  appreciated.  He  died 
in  Union  county  alrout  1890,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years,  and  is  buried  at  Kratzerville,  Snyder 
county.  He  was  a Lutheran  member  of  the  Kratz- 
erville Church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  was  prom- 
inent, holding  the  offices  of  deacon,  elder  and 
trustee.  His  second  wife.  Catharine  (Kline),  died 
about  two  years  after  he  did.  They  were  the 
parents  of  two  children.  Isaac  and  Sarah,  the  lat- 
ter the  wife  of  Jacob  Kreisher.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage Mr.  Lepley  had  three  sons;  John,  who  lives 
in  the  borough  of  Shamokin,  this  county  ; Sam- 
uel, who  died  at  tlie  age  of  thirty-five  years;  and 
Thomas,  who  lives  in  Snyder  county,  three  miles 
from  Winfield,  Pennsylvania. 

Isaac  Lepley  has  followed  farming  all  his  life, 
having  assisted  his  father  during  his  early  life 
and  later  worked  for  others  until  able  to  begin 
on  his  own  accoirnt,  which  he  did  in  1892.  In 
the  spring  of  that  year  he  settled  on  what  was 
formerly  the  Emerii  h farm  in  Eockefeller  town- 
ship, which  he  had  purchased  shortly  before,  and‘ 
which  contained  110-  acres.  After  living  there 
for  ten  years  he  sold  the  place  to  Edw.  Campbell, 
and  for  several  years  lived  in  the  Irish  Valley, 
until  he  moved  to  his  present  tract  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  a place  of  sixty-seven  acres  which 
he  purchased  from  Franklin  Gonsor.  He  is  a 
reliable  and  valuable  citizen,  and  universally  re- 
spected. 

In  Deceml)er,  1894,  Mr.  Lepley  married  Dora 
Van  Horn,  daughter  of  Pierce  Van  Horn,  of  Irish 
V'alley.  in  Shamokin  township,  and  thev  have  two 
sons.  William  P.  and  Edwin  O.  iMr.  liopley  and 
his,  family  are  Lutherans.  In  politics  ho  is  a 
Democrat. 
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JESSE  CABEIj,  fanner  of  Ealpho  townsliip, 
belongs  to  a respected  family  of  tliat  section  of 
Xortlmniberland  county.  The  Cabels  are  of  Ger- 
man extraction.  Joseph  Cabel,  Ids  grandfather, 
was  extensively  engaged  in  farming  in  Jackson 
township,  this  county,  and  in  his  later  years  went 
AVest,  where  he  died  about  1865.  Ilis  children 
were:  Daniel,  Abraham,  Christian,  Eliza,  AVilhel- 
mina,  and  Elizabeth. 

Christian  Cabel.  son  of  Joseph,  first  followed 
farming,  but  he  was  a man  of  mechanical  ability 
and  learned  the  trades  of  shoemaker,  stonemason 
and  clockmaker,  at  all  of  which  he  worked.  Com- 
ing to  IJalpho  township  he  took  up  about  twelve 
hundred  acres  of  land,  making  his  home  near 
ACeigh  Scales,  and  following  farming  and  clock- 
making. He  sold  one  tract  to  Charles  Snyder. 
He  met  his  death  in  1860,  when  about  forty-nine 
years  old,  along  the  pike  between  Schuylkill  Haven 
and  Orwigsburg  Landing,  and  is  buried  at  the 
Blue  church  in  Ealpho  township.  His  wife,  Sarah 
(Hensyl),  was  a daughter  of  George  Hens}l,  who 
lived  in  Alahanoy  township,  this  county.  They 
had  a large  family,  namely:  Harriet  is  unmar- 
ried; Caroline  married  Isaac  Haas  and  (second) 
George  Hanline : Eliza  married  Isaac  Hill ; Kate 
married  John  Hoffman:  Sarah  married  Hugh 
Gampbell;  Alary  married  James  Adams;  Susan 
married  Adolph  AA’albriclge ; Annie  married  Joseph 
Dunkelberger ; John  died  in  Alifflin  county,  Pa.; 
Albert  is  a resident  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  business  as  a druggist;  Jesse  com- 
pletes the  family. 

Jesse  Cal>el  was  born  in  Palpho  township  April 
1,  1848,  and  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits 
on  the  home  place,  working  out  among  farmers 
for  a time  after  commencing  on  his  own  account. 
He  then  found  employment  doing  repair  work  for 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  and  spent 
five  years  in  the  shops  at  Shamokin.  In  1870  he 
located  at  AVeigh  Scales,  buying  a small,  tract  of 
land  there  from  Airs.  Alary  ,1.  Snyder,  and  there 
he  has  since  followed  farming,  also  doing  con- 
siderable work  for  the  township.  He  is  an  hon- 
orable man,  and  highly  respected  in  his  neigh- 
borhood for  his  straightforward,  industrious  life. 

Air.  Cabel  married  Lucinda  Adams,  daughter 
•of  Benjamin  and  Alary  Al.  (Pensyl)  Adams,  and 
they  have  had  children  as  follows:  Franklin  E. 
.ami  Edward  E.,  twins,  both  deceased:  AVilliam. 
who  was  accidentally  killed  at  Irish  A’alley  when 
fifteen  years  old,  while  hunting;  Alillard,  a barber 
hy  trade,  who  lives  at  home;  John,  at  home;  and 
Caroline,  who  is  engaged  as  a stenographer  in 
Philadelphia.  Air.  Cabel  is  a member  of  the  Blue 
Church,  and  he  formerly  belonged  to  the  I.  0. 
G.  F.  He  votes  independently,  supporting  the 
best  candidates,  regardless  of  party. 

Cabel  station,  on  the  Philadelphia  & Reading 
railroad,  wa~  named  after  Christian  Cabel,  father 


of  Jesse  Cabel,  and  Cabel  post  office,  at  AATigh 
Scales,  was  also  named  for  the  family. 

A.  AIILTOX  DELCAAIP  is  ])roprietor  of  the 
“Locust  Alountain  House"  at  Aloiint  Carmel,  hav- 
ing one  of  the  oldest  and  best  estal)li.shcd  hotel 
stands  in  that  vicinity.  He  took  charge  of  this 
place  in  June,  1906,  and  has  done  a thriving  busi- 
ness, his  management  having  proved  a success  from 
the  start.  Air.  Delcamp  has  passed  all  his  life 
at  Alount  Carmel,  having  been  born  there  Xov. 
9,  1870,  son  of  Daniel  Delcamp. 

The  Delcaui]!  family  is  of  French  origin  and  the 
name  was  formerly  spelled  De  La  Camp.  Air. 
Delea nip's  great-great-grandfather  came  to  this 
countrv  from  France  in  1753,  settling  in  Phila- 
delphia. His  son  Peter,  the  great-grandfather  of 
.A.  Alilton  Delcamp,  settled  at  Alinersville,  Schuyl- 
kill Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  His  children 
were  AA’illiam,  Philip,  Peter,  John,  and  one  son 
who  settled  in  Ohio. 

AA'illiam  Delcamp,  son  of  Peter,  was  horn  in 
1803  at  Alinersville,  and  died  in  1869  at  Llewellyn, 
Scluiylkill  county.  He  was  a blacksmith  by  trade, 
and  followed  that  calling  for  many  years,  also 
engaging  in  farming.  He  married  Rebecca  Faust, 
who  died  at  Alount  Carmel  and  is  Imried  in  Alaska 
cemetery,  and  they  had  a family  of  six  children; 
Eli,  Alatilda,  Anetta,  Joseph,  Daniel  and  AAhlliani. 
'rhree  of  the  sons  served  in  tlie  Civil  war.  namely: 
AA’illiam  was  a member  of  Company  A.  50th  Penn- 
sylvania A’olunteer  Infantry,  and  was  killed  at  the 
battle  of  the  AA'ildemess.  Joseph  also  served  as 
a member  of  the  same  company  and  regiment. 
Daniel  enlisted  in  the  same  command  (Company 
A,  50th  Regiment)  in  Februaty,  1864,  from  Potts- 
ville, and  served  seventeen  months,  until  after  the 
elose  ,of  the  war;  he  was  wounded  in  the  left 
cheek  and  still  carries  the  mark. 

Daniel  Delcamp,  son  of  AA’illiam,  was  liorn  Alov. 
2,  1837,  in  Branch  township,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa., 
and  has  lived  in  Alount  Carmel  since  1867.  He 
followed  mining  for  a period  of  fifty-one  years, 
retiring  in  1910.  Pv  his  first  wife,  Bella  Klinger, 
who  died  in  187:2,  Air.  Delcamp  had  two  children, 
AVilliam  and  A.  Alilton.  His  second  marriage  was 
to  Sarah  Eisenbaeh,  daughter  of  George  Eisen- 
bach,  and  eleven  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union:  Charles.  Alatilda  (married  John  Alorgan), 
Edward,  Elmer,  Alaude  (deceased),  George,  Ida, 
Irene  (deceased),  Robert.  Raymond  and  Flossie. 

A.  Alilton  Delcamp  received  his  education  in  the 
])uldic  schools  of  Alount  Carmel.  He  began  work 
as  a slate  ]>icker,  being  thus  employed  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  was  engaged  at  selling  uiilk, 
for  five  years.  He  then  attended  ,«chonl  again 
for  one  term,  following  which  he  was  emiiloyed 
by  AA’illiam  Klees,  in  the  butcher  business,  for 
three  vear-^,  and  later  hecaine  a bar  clerk.  In 
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Februarv,  11)00,  he  entered  tlie  employ  of  J.  K. 
Wetzel,  and  in  dune,  1906,  took  charge  of  the 
“lx)cnst  Mountain  House"’  as  proprietor.  The 
hotel  has  t\vent\’-seven  rooms,  and  is  c-onvenieutly 
equipped.  Mr.  Delcamp  is  well  fitted  for  the 
hotel  business,  having  the  faculty  of  making  his 
guests  comfortable  and  well  satisfied  witli  the  serv- 
ice they  receive  and  an  obliging  disposition  which 
not  only  meets  l)ut  anticipates  the  demands  of 
his  patrons.  lie  does  a profitahle  business  and 
deserves  the  success  he  has  won. 

Mr.  Delcamp  is  well  known  in  the  local  social 
organizations,  belonging  to  the  1*.  0.  S.  of  A., 
the  Sons  of  Veterans,  the  Elks,  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles  and  the  Anthracite  Fire  Com- 
pany. Politically  he  does  not  adhere  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  any  one  party,  voting  independently,  and 
his  hotel  is  the  voting  place  of  the  1st  precinct  of 
the  Third  ward. 

On  Aug.  7,  1904,  Mr.  Delcamp  married  Hetty 
Grove,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Grove,  of 
Mount  Carmel,  and  they  have  had  two  children, 
Dorothy  and  Sarah. 

EDGAR  B.  HUME,  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Hume  & Shipe,  who  are  engaged  in  business 
at  Sunbury  as  dealers  in  automobiles,  and  also 
conduct  an  automobile  repair  establishment,  is  a 
thoroughly  enterprising  business  man,  and  well 
fitted  by  his  familiarity  with  modern  machinery 
for  the  line  in  which  he  is  at  present  interested. 

Mr.  Hume  was  born  Aug.  19,  1876,  in  Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio,  of  which  city  his  father,  G.  AV. 
Hume,  is  also  a native.  He  received  his  early 
education  in  the  jjublic  schools  of  his  native  city 
and  later  attended  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University, 
of  Delaware,  Ohio,  after  which  he  took  up  me- 
chanical work.  He  learned  the  machinist’s  trade 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  with  the  Jeffrey  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  remaining  at  the  plant  of  that 
corporation  for  five  years  and  during  that  time 
working  in  every  department  except  the  drafting 
department.  His  next  employment  was  at  Ports- 
mouth, Ohio,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  Ports- 
mouth Foundry  & Machine  Works  a short  time. 
For  the  next  three  years  he  was  with  the  Fried- 
man Brothers  Shoe  Company,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
having  charge  of  the  mechanical  end  of  their  large 
establishment,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  re- 
turned to  his  native  city,  where  he  gained  his 
first  experience  in  the  automobile  business.  He 
and  a partner  opened  an  auto  repair  shop,  which 
they  conducted  successfully  for  two  years,  follow- 
ing which  Mr.  Hume  accepted  a position  as  travel- 
ing salesman  with  the  Union  Special  Machine 
Company,  of  Xo.  741  Arch  street,  Philadelphia, 
being  thus  engaged  for  six  years.  He  afterward 
held  a similar  position  with  the  United  Shoe  iMa- 
chinery  Company,  of  Xo.  11.7  Arch  street,  Phila- 


vlelphia,  iraveling  from  Boston  to  Winston  Salem,. 
X.  C.,  where  there  is  a thriving  Moravian  settle- 
ment; he  had  the  novel  experience  of  visiting  a 
community  where  people  never  lock  their  doors 
at  night,  where  there  is  no  jail,  no  c-ourthouse,. 
no  postoffice,  ami  no  need  for  any  of  the  precau- 
tions ordinarily  taken  in  well  settled  places.  In 
May,  1907,  Mr.  Hume  came  to  Sunbury,  where- 
he  formed  his  present  partnership  with  Harry  P> 
Shipe.  Their  establishment  is  at  Xo.  13'2  South 
Front  street,,  where  they  occupy  a new  two-storr 
building,  40  by  60  feet  in  dimensions.  They  han- 
dle the  Buick,  Maxwell  and  Alatheson  cars,  and 
do  an  extensive  repair  business,  employing  six  men 
regularly.  Mr.  Hume  is  a member  of  Lodge  A"o. 
4,  Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Columbus,  Ohio;  of 
B.  P.  0.  Elks  Lodge,  Xo.  ^67,  Sunbury;  and  of 
the  Sunbury  Automobile  Club. 

HARRY  P.  SHIPE,  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Hiune  & Shipe,  is  a native  of  Sunbury  and  has 
l.iassed  all  his  life  in  that  borough.  He  belongs 
to  the  family  of  Shipes  numerous  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Augusta  townships,  in  Xorthumberland 
county,  being  a grandson  of  Moses  Shipe,  who- 
resides  at  Xo.  907  East  Market  street,  Sunbury. 

Isaac  P.  Slii])e,  son  of  Moses,  Mas  born  in  Xorth- 
umberland county,  and  died  at  Sunbury  July  8, 
189.3,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-eight  years.  He 
passed  all  his  life  in  Sunbury,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  Mas  engaged  as  a fireman  on  the 
A'crthern  Central  railroad  ; he  Avas  a member  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen.  He  mar- 
ried Catharine  Greenaugh  Bright,  (laughter  of  S. 
P.  Bright,  of  Sunbury,  and  to  this  union  M'ere 
bora  four  children:  Mabel  A’.,  uom'  the  M'ife  of 
Charles  E.  Dalzell,  of  Sunbury;  Harry  P. ; Annie 
Isabelle,  married  to  EdMard  Roberts,  of  Sunbury; 
and  Earl  H.,  of  Sunbury.  Airs.  Shipe  married 
for  her  second  huslvand  ,1.  L.  Golden,  and  they 
make  their  home  in  Sunlniry. 

Harry  P.  Shipe  M'as  IxArn  in  Sunbury  .Tuly  9, 
1885,  and  there  received  his  education  in  the  ])ub- 
lic  schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in 
the  class  of  190.3.  For  the  next  tM'o  years  he 
M'as  employed  as  clerk" hy  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
May  Company,  and  then  for  three  years  Avas  in 
the  employ  of  fhe  United  Telephone  Company  at 
Sunbury.  .\t  the  end  of  that  time  he  became 
associated  M'ith  Air.  Hume  in  their  present  busi- 
ness, to  which  he  gives  all  his  time,  fie  is  Avell 
known  to  be  industrious  and  ambitious,  and  has 
done  his  share  toward  making  a success  of  the  ven- 
ture. Air.  Shi[)c  is  mcU  known  socially,  holding 
membership  in  Alaclav  Lodge,  X"o.  633.  F.  A A. 
AL.  Xorthundierland  Chapter,  Xo.  174.  R.  A.  Al., 
Alount  Hermon  Commandery,  Xo.  S5,  K.  T.,  and 
in  the  Tcnqde  and  Americus  Clul)S,  both  of  Sun- 
bury. He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 
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BOHXER.  The  Bolmer  iamii}'  lias  long  been  a 
numerous  and  prosperous  race  in  the  lower  part 
■of  Xorthumberland  county,  where  Xicholaus 
Bohner,  its  founder  here,  settled  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  He  was  one  of  the 
HessiarL  soldiers  who  came  to  America  during  the 
Kevolutionary  war  and  remained  here  after  the 
struggle  for  independence  was  over.  AVe  give  the 
record  of  his  posterity  in  chronological  order. 

(I)  Xicholaus  Bolmer  was  l)orn  Jan.  18,  IJoJ. 
He  first  hx-ated  in  I’ennsyhania  near  AVomelsdorf, 
in  Heidelberg  towmship,  Berks  county.  Thence 
he  moved  to  Lebanon  county,  near  Fredericks- 
burg, and  from  there  to  the  Lykens  A^alley,  in 
Dauphin  county,  near  Gratz.  He  lived  there 
some  years  on  a tract  of  land  in  Lykens  township 
later  owned  by  a Klinger,  and  then  removed  to 
what  is  now  Jordan  township,  in  Xorthumberland 
•county,  when  he  bought  a tract  of  land  which  re- 
mained in  the  family  name  to  the  third  genera- 
tion, until  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  one 
Samuel  Bower;  part  of  it  is  now  owned  by  Eman- 
uel Shoop,  and  part  by  Daniel  K.  Schlegel. 
Xicholaus  Bolmer  followed  farming  to  the  end  of 
his  days.  He  was  a tall,  erect  and  handsome  man. 
the  ideal  of  a soldier.  He  died  Feb.  5,  182L  and 
is  buried  at  Zion’s  Church,  in  Stone  A’alley,  where 
his  wife  also  rests.  He  was  a member  of  the  Ee- 
formed  Church. 

While  .living  in  Lebanon  county  Xicholaus 
Bolmer  married  Afargaret  Sjahr,  Ixtrn  Feb.  26, 
1754,  who  died  Aug.  13,  1831.  To  them  were 
born  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  the  sons  being 
Jacob,  Henry,  Frederick  and  John.  The  daughter 
was  married  to  a Stump  in  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty, but  she  and  her  husband  left  Pennsylvania, 
settling  in  Ohio. 

(II)  Jacob  Bolmer,  son  of  Xicholaus,  was  born 
Xov.  8,  1783,  in  the  Lykens  A'alley.  He  fol- 
lowed farming  and  became  very  successful,  owning 
three  good  farms.  For  some  years  he  lived  on  a 
farm  about  two  miles  west  of  Hebe,  and  he  was  a 
Keformed  member  of  the  Hebe  Church,  where  he 
is  buried.  He  died  Dec.  20,  1863.  His  wife,  Cath- 
arine -(Deil)ler),  daughter  of  Alathias  Deibler,  was 
born  May  16,  1789,  and  died  Sept.  27,  1855.  They 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children:  Jacob,  Jona- 
than, John,  Abraham,  Daniel,  David,  George, 
Matthias,  Michael  D.,  Elizabeth,  Eve  and  Polly. 

(III)  Michael  D.  Bolmer.  son  of  Jacob,  was  horn 
in  Jordan  township  Xov.  15,  1833.  He  was  reared 
to  farming  and  also  learned  the  saddler’s  trade, 
commencing  his  apprenticeship  when  he  was  lif- 
.teen  and  following  that  calling  for  forty  years  in 
all.  He  now  lives  on  a tract  of  twenty-nine  acres 
in  Lower  Alahanoy  township.  Air.  Bolmer  has 
taken  some  interest  and  part  in  local  affairs  as  an 
adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served 
the  party  as  precinct  officer  and  his  township  as 
school  director  and  su])ervisor.  In  religion  he  is 


a member  of  the  Eeformed  Church.  Air.  Bolmer 
married  Catharine  Eubendall,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Alolly  (Carl)  Eubendall.  and  they  have 
had  the  follownng  children  : Amelia  J.,  Jacob  AI., 
Sivilla,  Polly  Q.,  Franklin,  Lizzie  and  Catharine. 


(II)  Henry  Bolmer,  son  of  .Xicholaus,  remained 

on  the  homestead  and  followed  farming.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Brosius,  had  children:  Peter,  Jacob. 

Henry,  Xicholas,  Catharine  (married  Alichael 
Spotts),  Elizabeth  (married  Isaac  Heim),  Ee- 
becca  (married  Alichael  Schaffer)  and  Airs.  Jacob 
Aliller  (who  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Alary).  Henry  Bohner’s  second  wife  was  Eebecca 
Troutman,  who  bore  him  two  children,  ATilliam 
and  Sarah.  (Among  the  Bohners  in  the  Pillow 
cemetery  is  Alary,  wife  of  Henry  Bolmer.  born 
Xov.  17,  1790,  died  June  3,  1830.  ) 

(III)  Jacob  Bolmer,  son  of  Henry  and  grand- 
son of  Xicholaus,  was  born  in  the  Alahantango 
Valley,  in  Jordan  township,  X'orthumberland 
county,  Dec.  3,  1815,  and  died  on  his  hirthdav, 
Dec.  3,  1896,  aged  eighty-one  years.  He  and  his 
wife  are  buried  in  the  Pillow  cemetery,  LTiiontown. 
He  lived  two  miles  south  of  his  father’s  home- 
stead, on  the  line  of  Alifflin  and  Lykens  townships, 
in  Dauphin  county,  the  township  line  passing 
through  his  house.  AAlren  he  built  a new  house, 
however,  he  located  it  in  Alifflin  township,  where 
he  voted  and  where  his  children  went  to  school. 
In  addition  to  fanning  he  operated  a sawmill,  run- 
ning what  was  known  as  Bohner’s  sawmill  in 
Alifflin  township  for  nearly  forty  years.  His  tirsc 
mill,  an  old-fashioned  structure,  he  replaced  rvirh 
a new  one,  which  was  washed  away  by  the  flood. 
His  farm  comprised  130  acres.  He  was  a man  not 
only  well  known  but  highly  respected,  and  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Eeformed  congregation  of 
the  church  at  ITniontown,  serving  as  deacon  and 
elder. 

Jacob  Bolmer  married  Salome  Eeitz,  who  was 
I)orn  April  10,  1822,  daughter  of  Peter  Eeitz, 
and  died  Xov.  9,  1890.  Twelve  children  were 
born  to  them,  viz.:  Henry,  Louisa,  Elias  (died 

young),  Joel  (died  young),  David,  John,  Corneli- 
us (died  young),  Sarah,  Alary  J.  (died  young), 
Jacob  AL,  Peter  Alorris  (died  young)  and  Ed- 
win I). 

(TA^)  David  Botixer,  son  of  Jacol).  was  born 
Sept.  18,  1849,  in  Lykens  township.  Dauphin 
county,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life.  AA’hen  lie 
left  home  he  engaged  in  the  cott(Ui  lapping  and 
feed  business  in  Alifflin  township,  following  that 
line  for  eleven  years  in  all — the  cotton  business 
for  seven  years,  adding  the  feed  business  the  last 
four  vears.  Coming  to  Lower  Alalianov  township 
in  1881  he  purchased  a 124-acre  farm,  a Grim 
homestead,  which  he  bought  from  the  Harris  es- 
tate. It  is  located  one  mile  southeast  of  Hickory 
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Corners,  and  here  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged 
in  farming. 

"WTiile  living  in  Dauphin  county  Mr.  Bohner 
took  considerable  interest  in  public  affairs  and 
held  local  offices,  serving  Uniontown  borough, 
where  he  lived  for  eleven  and  a half  }'ears  before 
he  moved  to  his  present  farm,  as  member  of  the 
town  council.  He  is  a Democrat  in  political 
opinion.  He  and  his  family  are  Reformed  mem- 
bers of  Stone  Valley  (Zion's j Church,  where  he 
served  a number  of  years  as  an  officer,  being- 
deacon,  elder  and  trustee. 

In  1870  Mr.  Bohner  married  Harriet  Latsha, 
daughter  of  Henry  Latsha,  and  they  have  had  four 
children : Henry  M.  is  a farmer  in  Lower  IMa- 

hanoy;  IMary  J.  married  David  G.  Bohner;  Salome 
married  Charles  M.  Masser;  Laura  E.  married 
C.  0.  Schaffer. 

(IV)  Edwix  D.  Bohxer,  son  of  Jacob,  was 
born  Oct.  10,  18G7.  He  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  and  was  reared  to  farming, 
working  for  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years.  He  then  found  employ- 
ment working  around  a coal  breaker,  and  for  five 
years  fired  at  a breaker  in  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty, in  the  spring  of  1899  moving  to  his  present 
place,  a tract  of  nineh'-two  acres  in  Upper  Maha- 
noy  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  on  the 
south  side  of  Line  Mountain  near  the  Schuylkill 
county  line.  This  farm  was  formerly  owned  by  Rev. 
H.  Weicksel,  and  in  the  earlier  days  was  a Yoder 
homestead.  IMr.  Bohner  moved  to  this  place  IMarch 
28,  1899,  and  has  been  farming  there  ever  since, 
selling  his  products  at  Shamokin.  He  is  a butcher, 
and  follows  that  trade  in  connection  with  his  ag- 
ricultural work. 

On  Oct.  15,  1892.  Mr.  Bohner  married  Annie 
Reed,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Susan  (Heekert) 
Reed,  and  they  have  had  three  children,  Goldie, 
Kimber  and  Emerson.  Mr.  Bohner  and  his  fam- 
ily worship  at  Jacob's  Church,  belonging  to  the 
Reformed  congregation,  which  he  served  as  deacon. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics. 


(II)  Frederick  Bohner.  son  of  Xicholaus,  born 
June  20,  1790,  died  IMarch  12,  1831.  He  settled 
near  Uniontown.  in  Jordan  township,  and  was  a 
substantial  and  prosperous  citizen,'  owning  and 
cultivating  a large  farm,  a part  of  the  homestead. 
He  has  descendants  living  in  Jordan  and  Lower 
'Mahanoy  townships;  one  of  his  grandsons.  Rev. 
Benjamin  Bohner.  of  Allentown,  Pa.,  is  a fore- 
most minister  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  hav- 
ing served  as  presiding  elder.  Frederick  Bohner 
was  held  in  the  highest  repute.  IT)  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Evangelical  Church  in  Union- 
town.  He  married  Eve  Brosius.  born  duly  2, 
1792,  died  May  27,  1872,  and  they  are  buried  in 
Bohner's  (Union)  cemeterv,  near  Uniontown. 
They  were  the  parent.-^  of  live  ehildron;  Daniel 


married  Julianna  Mi-a.-c  (Measy)  ; Lydia  married 
Rev.  Mr.  Anspach ; Sallie  married  a Wiidermuth; 
Rebecca  married  Moses  Troutman  ; Phoebe  mar- 
ried a ivlr.  IMease. 

(III)  Daniel  Bohner,  sou  of  Frederick,  lived 

near  Uniontown,  on  the  hill  to  the  north,  part  of 
his  homestead  being  the  farm  of  Daniel  L\. 
Schlegel.  He  accpiired  a substantial  property,  but 
lost  heavily  in  the  U.  B.  graveyard  insurance  ven- 
ture. A man  of  strong  intelligence  and  remark- 
able foresight,  he  was  a leader  in  his  community 
in  many  ways.  Converted  at  his  home  during  the 
thirties,  under  Bishop  Seibert,  then  a presiding 
elder  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  he  was  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  church  of  that  denomina- 
tion at  Uniontown.  and  one  of  the  most  zealous 
and  effective  advocates  of  the  doctrines  of  that 
sect  in  his  vicinity,  doing  much  for  its  advance- 
ment. He  helped  to  erect  the  first  Evangelical 
church  at  UniontoAcn,  giving  liberally  not  only  of 
money  but  of  lumber  and  other  material,  doing 
considerable  hauling,  boarding  the  help,  etc.  He 
held  man}-  offices  in  the  church  and  to  the  end  of 
his  days  was  an  ardent  Christian,  a truly  spiritual 
man.  The  camp  meetings  were  held  in  his  grove, 
and  through  his  zealous  efforts  many  members 
were  brought  into  the  church.  He  served  as  lay 
delegate  to  many  church  conferences,  and  to  the 
general  conference.  He  was  a devout  student  of 
the  Bible.  Mr.  Bohner  died  March  29,  1901, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years,  ten 
months,  seven  days.  He  was  alwavs  a strong  man 
physically,  short  but  broad  shouldered  and  heavy 
set,  and  had  a full  face.  In  1871  he  built  a large- 
vault  in  Bohner's  Union  cemetery,  near  Pillow, 
and  about  twenty  years  before  his  death  had  a 
steel  coffin  made  for  himself  and  wife,  Julianna 
Aleasy  (Mease),  who  passed  away  Dec.  8,  1898, 
aged  eighty-one  years,  eight  months,  thirteen  days. 
They  had  children  as  follows:  Emanuel,  Rev. 

Benjamin  (married  and  had  three  children,  Osby, 
Harvey  and  Emma),  Henry,  Daniel  iU.,  Phoebe- 
(married  William  vSpotts,  and  lived  in  Kansas), 
Annie,  Mary  (known  as  Polly,  died  unmarried). 
Sarah  (married  Jeremiah  Weaver)  and  Emma 
(married  Simon  Eyer,  of  Xew  Jersey). 

(IV)  Emanuel  Bohner,  .son  of  Daniel,  was 
born  in  Jackson  township,  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty, and  died  in  that  township.  Jan.  18,  1901,  aged 
sixty-eight  years,  four  days.  His  wife,  Mary  Ann 
Matter,  died  Feb.  9,  1901,  aged  sixty-two  years, 
nine  months,  fifteen  days.  They  are  buried  in  the 
Union  cemetery  mentioned  above.  Mr.  Bohner 
owned  one  of  the  . old  homesteads,  as  well  as  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  son  Elmer  in  Jackson 
township.  He  was  active  in  church  life,  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Association,  in  which  lie 
served  as  classleader  and  exhorter.  He  went  with 
the  Duhb  side  upon  the  division  of  the  church, 
was  subsequentiv  conference  delegate,  and  was 
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ever  a beloved  ]uember  of  the  church.  He  and 
his  aged  father  lived  together  in  their  declining 
years  and  it  is  a somewhat  remarkable  fact  that 
he  died  Jan.  18th-,  his  wife  on  Feb.  9tli  and  the 
aged  father  March  29th,  all  in  1901.  Adam  Rom- 
berger,  a son-in-law  of  Daniel  Bohner,  died  only 
four  weeks  Itefore  Emanuel.  Emanuel  Bohner's 
children  were:  Nathaniel,  who  is  a farmer  of 

Jackson  township;  Adam  Elmer;  Daniel  W.,  who 
died  in  his  ninth  v'ear ; Benjamin;  Alice,  married 
to  Jere  Walborn;  Annie  Jane,  married  to  James 
Farly;  Annie,  married  to  Frank  Forney;  and 
Katie,  unmarried,  who  lives  in  i\Iillersburg. 


(II)  John  Bohner,  son  of  Nicholaus,  was  born 
Sept.  4,  1792,  in  the  Mahantango  Valley  in  upper 
Dauphin  county,  and  lived  in  Jackson  (then  Ma- 
hanoy)  township,  being  the  first  of  the  name  to 
own  the  Bohner  farm  at  Mahanoy.  The  tract 
comprises  140  acres,  located  a cjuarter  of  a mile 
south  of  Mahanoy,  and  has  been  in  the  family 
name  for  nearly  one  hundred  years.  The  house 
is  an  old  landmark,  the  old  part,  which  is  built  of 
logs,  being  more  than  a hundred  years  old.  Mr. 
Bohner  was  a stonemason,  and  followed  that  trade 
most  of  the  time,  his  children  conducting  the  farm. 
His  work  as  a mason  took  him  to  Phoenixville 
and  into  Berks,  Lebanon  and  other  counties  toward 
Philadelphia,  and  he  had  large  contracts  in  the 
building  of  the  Schuylkill  canal.  He  died  June  7, 
1880,  arid  is  buried  at  Mahanoy  (St.  Peter’s) 
Church,  of  which  he  was  an  official  memher. 

John  Bohner's  wife,  IMaria  (Delp),  born  Nov. 
5,  1789,  died  Dec.  1,  1868.  Their  children,  all 
born  at  the  homestead  above  mentioned,  were 
Peter,  Daniel,  David,  Simon  (born  1822),  .John 
(who  lives  near  Snydertown,  Shamokin  town- 
ship), Benjamin  (now  living  in  Shamokin  town- 
ship, Northumberland  county),  Elizabeth  (the 
eldest  of  the  family,  married  Daniel  Hilbush), 
Susanna  (married  Peter  Schlegel),  Maricha  (mar- 
ried Peter  Thomas),  Catharine  (married  Adam 
Ferster)  and  Dinah  (married  Daniel  Shreffler). 
The  only  survivors  of  this  large  family  are  John 
and  Benjamin. 

(III)  David  Bohner,  son  of  John,  lived  in 

Jackson  township,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a 
farmer,  miller  and  shoemaker.  For  a number  of 
years  he  owned  and  operated  what  is  known  as  the 
“Holshue”  mill.  Ele  is  buried  at  Peiffers  Church 
at  Mandata,  Northumberland  county.  He  and 
his  wife  Catharine  ( Carman ) had  a family  of  eight 
children,  three  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others 
being:  Henry,  Elias,  Jlary,  John  and  David  C. 

(IV)  David  G.  Bohner,  son  of  David,  was 
born  Nov.  10,  1873,  and  is  at  present  engaged  in 
farming  with  his  father-in-law.  He  married 
Mary  J.  Bohner,  daughter  of  (IV)  David  Bohner, 
of  another  branch  of  the  family,  and  they  have 
had  two  children,  Leo  F.  and  Ralph  R. 


(Ill)  Peter  Bohner,  son  cf  John,  was  born 
Oct.  28,  1817,  on  the  homestead  in  what  was  then 
Mahanoy  (now  Jackson)  towmship.  He  spent  his 
entire  life  on  that  farm,  and,  as  previously  related, 
his  father  was  away  from  home  so  much  of  the 
time  followfing  his  trade  that  Peter  looked  after 
the  farm  w'ork.  Thus  it  came  about  that  by  the 
time  he  was  seventeen  he  was  doing  the  work  of 
a mature  man.  Until  his' father  retired  he  farmed 
the  place  on  shares,  and  it  eventually  came  into 
his  possession.  It  is  still  in  the  Bohner  name, 
being  owned  by  his  son  John.  In  1870  Peter 
Bohner  built  the  present  barn  on  the  place,  a 
structure  85  by  40  feet  originally,  with  a 14-foot 
addition  used  as  a wagon  shed.  He  was  a large, 
strong  man,  weighing  over  two  hundred  pounds, 
and  carried  his  responsibilities  easily.  He  was 
well  known  in  Jackson  township,  where  he  served 
as  supervisor  (many  years)  and  assessor,  was  a 
Democrat  in  political  matters  and  in  religion  a 
Reformed  member  of  St,  Peter's  Church  at  Ma- 
hanoy, wdiere  he  is  buried.  He  was  a prominent 
worker  in  that  congregation,  which  he  served  as 
deacon,  elder  and  trustee,  was  liberal  in  his  sup- 
port of  church  work  and  consistent  in  his  life.  He 
was  baptized  by  Nicholas  Hembing  and  catechised 
at  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Mahanoy,  being  confirmed 
by  Rev.  Benjamin  Boyer,  Jlay  30,  1835.  He  died 
in  April,  1901. 

Peter  Bohner  was  twice  married,  the  fii’st  time 
Aug.  23,  1842,  to  Catharine  Rebuck,  daughter  of 
Peter  Rebuck;  she  was  born  April  2.  1822.  and 
died  March  3,  1861.  She  is  buried  beside  lier 
husband  at  St.  Peter's  Church.  To  this  union 
were  born  twelve  children,  namely : Noah  R.  is 

mentioned  below;  a daughter,  twin  of  Noah,  died 
in  infancy;  Susan  married  Elias  Tressler,  of  Ma- 
hanoy; Joel  is  a resident  of  Northumberland 
county,  near  Kline's  Grove  ; Harriet  married  Wil- 
liam Terster  (who  is  now  deceased)  and  tlrey 
lived  in  Washington  tovmship,  Northumberland 
county  ; Cornelius  lived  in  Lower  Augusta  town- 
ship ; Lavina  married  Albert  Bressler  and  lived  in 
Ilegins,  Schuylkill  county;' John  R.  is  mentioned 
below;  Peter  is  a resident  of  Jackson  township; 
Catharine  (twin  of  Peter)  married  Levi  Bohner 
(a  distant  relative)  ; George  lives  in  Shamokin; 
Daniel  died  young. 

For  his  second  wife  Peter  Bohner  married  June 
19,  1864,  Susanna  (Shaffer),  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Mary  Magd.  (Brown)  Sba.irer  and  widow  of 
Jacob  Lahr,  and  to  this  marriage  was  born  one 
son,  William  S.,  w'ho  is  menfioned  below.  Mrs. 
Bohner  was  first  married,  April  23.  1843,  to  .Jacob 
Lahr.  and  they  had  eight  children  (seven  sons  and 
one  daughter),  viz.:  .Josiah,  Wilhelmina.  Israel. 
Daniel,  and  four  who  died  young.  Daniel  is  the 
only  survivor.  l\rrs.  Bohner's  maternal  grand- 
father, IMichael  Brown,  born  IMarch  30.  17  70. 
came  from  Berks  county;  he  died  iMay  9,  1851. 
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Jlis  wifo,  born  Sept.  10.  1A:3,  diod  Eel).  18,  1844. 
They  rvere  married  April  1*3,  1T9.3,  and,  had  a 
family  of  nine  childi'en,  Mary  Magd.  (Pollv), 
mother  of  Mrs.  Buhner,  being  born  Jan.  19,  1798; 
she  died  iMay  21,  1804. 

y-  (lY)  XoAii  P.  Boirxiii!,  son  of  Peter,  was 
born  iMa}’  10,  1844,  on  the  homestead  in  Jackson 
townshi]),  and  was  there  reared,  during  bis  boy- 
hood attending  the  old-fashioned  pay  school  at 
Malianoy.  After  working  as  hired  man  away 
from  home  one  year  he  returned  to  his  father, 
working  for  him  and  in  the  neighborhood  until 
1808.  He  had  married  the  previous  year,  and  he 
then  removed  to  Lower  iMahaiioy  township,  where 
he  farmed  as  a tenant  for  six  years  before  settling 
on  his  present  place,  in  that  township,  in  1874. 
He  owns  the  old  John  Hockey  homestead  of  eightv- 
five  acres,  and  has  prospered  well,  being  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  his  section.  The  barn  on 
this  place  was  built  about  1SJ2,  and  the  log  house 
is  even  older,  having  been  built  by  3Ir.  Hockey  in 
1807;  it  was  the  second  house  erected  on  the  farm. 

On  Oct.  13,  1807,  Mr.  Bohner  married  Mary 
Troutman,  daughter  of  rinses  Troutman,  and  the}" 
have  had  the  following  children : Adam  F.,  of 

Hniontown,  Pa.;  Harvey  E.,  of  iMillersburg,  Pa.: 
Bev.  Jonathan,  a .minister  of  the  East  Pennsyl- 
vania Conference  of  the  United  Evangelical 
Uhurch,  who  was  first  stationed  at  Boyertown, 
later  at  South  Allentown  and  Palmyra,  and  is 
now  at  East  Greenville  (he  married  Mary  Lyte, 
of  Hauphin,  on  the  Sustpiehanna  river,  and  they 
have  had  five  children,  Puth,  3Iabel,  Emma,  John 
and  Paul)  ; Charles  G.,  of  Lower  Mahanoy  town- 
ship; Harry  P.,  of  Pillow,  Pa.;  Xoah  Carnie,  of 
Millersburg,  Pa. ; Havid  Lloyd,  who  is  at  home 
with  his  ])arents;  and  iMary  i\Iabel,  also  at  home. 

Mr.  Bohner  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
United  Evangelical  Church  at  Uniontown,  in 
wdiich  he  has  been  a Aery  prominent  rvorker,  hav- 
ing served  as  class  leader,  exhorter,  trustee,  and 
steward  for  a number  of  years.  He  was  a dele- 
gate to  the  annual  conference  which  met  at  Easton, 
Pa.  He  is  an  independent  voter  on  political 
questions,  and  though  not  active  ordinarily  in 
public  matters  has  served  as  school  director. 

(IV)  Joirx  P.  Boiixer,  son  of  Peter,  was  born 
on  the  homestead  farm  in  Jackson  toAvnship  iNfay 
14,  1854.  He  began  his  education  in  the  old 
subscription  schools,  and  then  for  four  rvinters 
attended  the  free  schools.  He  was  reared  to  farm- 
ing, and  in  ISSl  began  operating  the  home  place, 
which  came  into  his  name  in  1902.  He  continued 
to  cultivate  it  successfully  until  1907,  when  he 
retired  from  its  active  care,  his  sons  succeeding 
him.  Mr.  Bohner  has  been  (piite  active  in  the 
local  civil  administration,  having  served  as  au- 
ditor, supervisor  arrd  school  director;  he  held  the 
latter  office  six  year.s,  refusing  a renomiiiation.  In 
political  opinion  he  is  a HenuH-rat.  lie  has  also 


been  active  in  St.  Peter's  Churcli,  of  .which  he 
was  a Peformed  member,  serving  as  deacon  for 
three  years  and  as  trustee  nine  years. 

On  Hec.  1,  1882,  Mr.  Bohner  married  Alice  Ty- 
son, daughter  of  Jesse  and  Lydia  (Greisher)  Tv- 
son,  the  former  of  Avhom  was  a soldier  in  the 
Civil  war  and  disappeared  after  that  struggle. 
Mrs.  Bohner  died  Hec.  1,  1894,,  on  the  twelfth 
anniversary  of  her  marriage,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four  years,  six  months.  She  was.  the  mother  of 
six  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the 
others  being:  Elijah  married  Amelia  Lahr  and 

they  live  with  his  father;  i\Iary  married  Benjamin 
Xeihart  and  lives  at  Trevorton,  Pa.;  Lydia  mar- 
ried Henry  Foster  Phoads  and  they  live  with  her 
father;  Jesiah  is  unmarried. 

(IV)  WiLLiAVt  S.  Boiixer,  .youngest  son  of 
Peter,  rvas  born  i\Iay  1,  1805,  at  Mahanoy,  and 
spent  his  eaidy  years  at  farm  work.  When  six- 
teen years  old,  in  1881,  he  went  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade,  which  he  followed  for  fifteen  years 
in  his  native  district  and  at  Shamokin,  where  he 
worked  some  years.  He  lived  at  Shamokin  for 
three  years  during  this  period,  and  in  that  time 
built  trvo  houses  which  he  sold.  He  Avas  engaged 
at  his  trade  four  vears  as  foreman.  Beginning 
farming  at  Mahanoy  he  cultivated  Avhat  is  locally 
known  at  the  “Bunker  Hill”  farm  for  thirteen 
years.  On  Feb.  22,  1904,  he  came  to  Lmver  Augus- 
ta township,  Avhere  he  bought  Avhat  Avas  known 
as  the  James  Caklren  farm,  consisting  of  104 
acres,  Avhere  lie  has  since  lived  and  farmed.  He 
has  prospered,  and  has  made  a number  of  improve- 
ments on  the  place,  Avhieh  shoAvs  many  evidences 
of  his  enterpri.se  and  thrift. 

On  Sept.  17,  1887,  Mr.  Bohner  married,  at  iMa- 
hanoy,  Lillie  L.  Bohner,  daughter  of  Michael  1). 
Bohner,  of  Aidiat  Avas  .then  Jackson  (now  Lower 
Mahanoy)  toAvnsliip.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union ; Hannah  M.  married  George  Starr 
and  pA’es  at  Herndon;  Ida  I.,  Lillie  Agnes,  Xora 
E.  and  Stella  i\[ay  are  at  home.  5Ir.  Bohner  and 
his  family  attend  dlie  Methodist  Church,  but  he 
is  not  .sectarian  on  religious  questions. 

JEPEMIAH  PEIFEP,  a venerable  farmer  of 
Jordan  toAvnship,  located  at  Helie.  belongs  to  a 
family  Avhich  Avas  identified  Avith  Berks  county  m 
the  early  days  of  the  State,  and  the  branch  in 
Avhich  Ave  are  interested  has  i»een  estalilished  in 
Xorthnmberland  county  for  several  generations. 

There  Avas  a elichael  Peitfer  who  died  in  Green- 
Avich  toAvnship,  Berks  county,  early  in  iMareh.  1807. 
his  “heloA’ed  Avife  Elizabeth"  and  son  John  being 
the  executors  of  his  Avill,  Avhich  Avas  made  Xov. 
17,  1800.  It  is  recorded  in  Will  Book  IV,  page 
413).  His  children  Avere;  John,  Michael,  Haniel. 
Christiana  and  Elizabeth.  It  is  suj)posed  the  son 
John  Avas  the  pioneer  in  this  region,  founding 
the  IVifer  family  imw  so  numerously  and  credit- 
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aljly  represented  in  Jordan  township  and  vieinity. 

John  Peifer  (or  Peitfer)  was  born  in  Berks 
county,  and  came  from  (treenwich  or  Marion 
township  to  what  "was  tlien  Mahanoy  township, 
Xorthiimhorland  county,  in  1815,  acquiring 
ownership  of  four  liundred  acres  of  land  in  the 
territory  now  emhraced  in  Jackson  township.  He 
is  buried  at  tlie  Mahanoy  ( 8t.  Peter’s)  Church. 
His  children  were:  John,  who  settled  in  Little 

Mahanoc  township.;  Peter,  who  had  no  children; 
]\I  ichael,  who  is  mentioned  below;  Henry,  who  is 
mentioned  below;  and  Philip,  who  left  this  coun- 
ty, though  his  location  is  not  known. 

IMichael  Peifer,  son  of  John,  was  horn  in  Berks 
county,  and  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life 
in  Xorthumherland  county,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  is  buried  at  Zart- 
nian’s  United  Evangelical  Church.  A farmer 
by  occupation,  he  began  for  himself  near  Herndon, 
in  Jackson  township,  where  he  lived  for  some 
years,  after  which  he  bought  the  property  now 
owned  )jy  Daniel  Brower,  cultivating  this  land  un- 
til his  death.  His  wife  Barbara  also  died  on  this 
farm.  She  was  a daughter  of  IMichael  Bordner, 
of  Berrysburg,  in  the  Lykens  Valley,  and  was 
IMichael  Peifer’s  second  wife.  By  his  first  mar- 
riage he  was  the  father  of  eleven  children ; Isaac. 
Benjamin,  Daniel.  Lvdia,  Sally,  Harriet,  Polly, 
and  four,  who  died  young.  To  the  second  union 
were  Iwrn  iive ; Jeremiah;  Elias,  deceased;  Henry, 
of  AYilkes-Barre,  Pa. ; Ix)vina,  wife  of  Jacob 
Heim,  of  Swabian  Valiev;  and  Eliza,  widow  of 
Israel  Carl,  now  living  in  dYwer  City,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Jeremiah  Peifer  was  born  May  f),  1836,  in  Jack- 
son  township,  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  the 
widow  of  Galen  Smith,  one  time  county  treasurer. 
He  was  reared  on  the  farm  now  ownecl  by  Daniel 
Brower,  and  became  accustomed  to  farm  work 
from  his  early  boyhooil,  workiug  for  his  parents 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years.  His 
educational  advantages  were  limited,  for  instead 
of  attending  school  in  the  winter,  as  many  of 
the  boys  who  had  to  help  with  the  work  in  sum- 
mer did,  he  assisted  with  the  threshing,  which  was 
then  accomplishefl  by  riding  the  horses  over  the 
grain  spread  on  the  barn  floor.  After  leaving- 
home  he  hired  out  to  do  farm  work  for  several 
years,  and  for  three  years  devoted  himself  exclu- 
sively to  his  trade,  that  of  carpenter.  After  his 
marriage  he  came  to  his  present  location  at  Heb(‘. 
purchasing  the  Solomon  Schmeltz  homestead, 
which  contains  forty  acres  of  cleared  land  and  ten 
acres  of  woodland.  This  is  a most  desirable  prop- 
erty, and  practically  all  4he  improvements  liave 
been  made  during  IMr.  Peifer's  ownership,  he  hav- 
ing erected  all  the  buildings.  He  is  a substantial 
and.  useful  citizen,  highly  esteemed  by  his  neigh- 
Iku'S,  and  he  and  his  family  are  members  of 
Troutman's  United  Evangelical  Church  at  Union- 


town  (Pillow).  In  political  belief  he  is  a llepub- 
lican. 

In  1872  IMr.  Peifer  married  Ellenuna  Troutman, 
daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  (Le.sher)  Trout- 
man, and  they  have  had  three  children:  Lillie 

Jane  married  Irwin  Bowman  and  they  live  at 
Hebe;  Lizzie  Alice  married  James  Schlegel  and 
tbeir  home  is  in  Jordan  township;  John  married 
Blanche  Bush  and  they  live  with  his  father  (they 
have  one  child,  Fred). 


Henry  Peifer.  son  of  John,  was  born  about  180(5 
in  either  Greenwich  or  (Marion  township,  Berks 
county.  IVhen  he  was  nine  years  old  his  parents 
movecl  to  what  is  now  Jackson  township,  and 
there  he  grew  up,  being  trained  to  farming  from 
early  boyhood.  After  his  father's  death  the  home- 
stead came  into  his  possession,  and  he  was  a well 
known  and  much  respected  man  in  his  locality. 
He  had  I’eceived  a good  German  education  and 
wrote  German  well.  He  was  a prominent  member 
of  the  Peformed  congregation  of  (Mahanoy  (St. 
Peter's)  Church,  also  known  locally  as  Krebs 
Church,  and  held  the  office  of  elder  for  many 
years.  On  political  questions  he  was  a Eepub- 
lican.  To  him  and  his  wife  Sallie  (Zartman), 
daughter  of  John  Zartman.  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Sarah  married  George  IVitmer; 
Elias  died  at  Berrysburg,  Pa. ; Polly  married  Ja- 
co!)  Still  and  they  purchased  part  of  the  Peifer 
homestead,  on  which  they  lived;  Peggv  married 
Jacob  Witmer  and  they  moved  to  Iowa,  where 
they  died;  Isaac  lives  at  (Milton.  Iowa,  a retired 
farmer;  Benjamin  is  mentioned  below;  (Marv  died 
unmarried  ; Henry  lives  at  Dalmatia,  XMrthumber- 
land  county  (he  has  a family  of  seventeen  chil- 
dren) ; Catharine:  Daniel  is  a resident  of  Jack.«on 
township. 

Benjamin  Peifeiy  son  of  Henrv.  received  his 
education  in  the  subscription  schools  which  were 
the  only  local  institutions  of  learning  during  his 
boyhood.  In  1880  he  began  farming  for  himself 
as  a tenant  in  Lower  (Mahanov  township,  living 
there  three  years  and  thence  moving  to  Jackson 
township.  In  the  spring  of  1887  he  settleil  on  the 
homestead,  where  he  farmed  for  the  next  twentv 
years,  and  he  has  since  rented  the  place  to  his 
son  (feorge.  He  bought  the  proj)erty  in  the  fail 
of  1886,  and  found  it  a valuable  holding.  It  con- 
.<ists  of  about  two  hundred  acres  of  good  land.  In 
the  spring  of  1908  (Mr.  Peifer  bought  a nice  home 
at  Mandata  to  which  he  moved  with  his  familv, 
and  he  is  now  living  retired  from  arduous  labor, 
enjoying  the  rewards  of  his  long  vears  of  activitv. 
I'hough  he  always  devoted  himself  for  the  most 
part  to  his  work  he  found  time  for  useful  citizen- 
ship, serving  five  years  as  school  director  in  Jack- 
son  township,  and  for  a numi)er  of  years  he  has 
been  prominent  as  a member  and  official  in  the. 
Uniteil  Evangelical  Church  at  (Mandata  called 
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Peifor's  Cliureh,  to  wliich  his  family  also  belong. 
His  father,  Henry  Peifer,  gave  the  ground  upon 
which  the  church  stands,  and  also  the  lumber  to 
build  it.  Benjamin  Peifer  is  still  serving  as 
steward  of  this  church,  which  office  he  has  held 
for  a number  of  years.  Politically  he  is  a Repiib- 
lican. 

Mr.  Peifer  married  Hettie  \YoIf,  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Eve  (Engel)  Wolf,  and  she  died  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two  years,  leaving  one  child,  Wil- 
liam, who  now  lives  at  Williamstown,  Pa.  On 
Dec.  26,  1874,  Mr.  Peifer  married  (second)  Mary 
Jane  Stepp,  daughter  of  Bastian  and  Elizabeth 
(Maxwell)  Stepp,  of  Lower  Mahanoy  towmship, 
and  granddaughter  of  John  and  Eebecca  (Bord- 
ner)  Stepp  and  (maternally)  of  Thomas  Maxwell, 
a native  of  England.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Peifer  have 
five  sons  and  two  daughters ; Charles,  married 
to  Annie  Gordon  : George,  married  to  Ida  Shiffer  ; 
Jennie,  married  to  William  Michael:  John;  Har- 
vey; Carrie,  and  Ammon.  ■ 

Daniel  Peifer,  son  of  tienry,  is  a farmer  of 
Jackson  township,  where  he  was  born  on  the  home- 
stead July  2,  1850.  He  first  attended  the  subscrip- 
tion schools,  later  the  free  schools,  having  the 
advantages  of  two  terjns  in  the  free  schools  in 
Lower  Mahanoy  township.  ’ Farm  work  has  always 
been  his  vocation.  In  1S7G  he  began  for  himself 
on  the  homestead  in  Jackson  township,  where  he 
continued  for  eleven  years,  in  1887  moving  upon 
his  present  farm,  which  was  the  John  Carl  home- 
stead. The  tract  contains  thirty-three  acres  lying 
between  Herndon,  Mandata  and  Mahanoy,  and 
John  Carl  conducted  a store  here  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Peifer  is  a Republican,  for  four  years  was  a 
school  director  of  the  township,  and  for  a number 
of  years  has  been  active  in  the  work  of  Peifer s 
United  Evangelical  Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a 
useful  member.  He  has  served  as  trustee  and 
steward,  and  since  1902  as  exhorter.  His  family 
also  belong  to  that  church. 

On  Jan.  20,  1877,  Mr.  Peifer  married  Abbie 
E.  Snyder,  of  Yera  Cruz,  daughter  of  the  late 
David  Snyder  (whose  wife  was  a Lebo),  and  they 
have  had  three  children : Laura,  who  married 
Frank  Bohner,  of  Sunbury,  Pa. ; Harry  L.,  and 
Eugene  D. 


There  was  a John  Peifer  who  came  from  Berks 
county  to  Northumberland  in  his  early  manhood, 
settling  near  !Mandata,  in  Jackson  township,  where 
he  farmed  for  some  years  before  moving  to  Little 
Mahanoy,  where  he  was  a tenant  on  the  farm  now 
owmed  b}"  his  grandson,  George  C.  Peifer.  He 
was  born  Feb.  27.  1784,  and  died  Sept.  17,  1859, 
and  is  Imried  at  Little  ilahanoy  Church.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  (yiiller),  born  Sept.  26,  1786, 
died  April  6,  1855.  Tlieir  children  were:  Jonas, 
who  died  at  Trevorton ; George ; Peter,  who  died  at 
Little  Mahanoy : Joliii,  who  died  in  Iowa : Elias ; 


Benjamin,  who  died  at  Trevorton.  Saliie,  Mrs. 
Ferster;  Molly,  Mrs.  Jerre  Wetzel  ; Peggy,  who 
died  unmarried;  and  Betzy,  Mrs.  Janies  Wetzel. 

George  Peifer,  son  of  John,  was  born  Dec.  12. 
1812,  in  Jackson  township,  and  died  June  22, 
1894,  in  Little  i\Iahanoy  township,  aged  eightv- 
one  years,  six  months,  eleven  days.  He  had  moved 
to  that  township  with  his  parents  when  a young 
man,-  married  there  and  followed  farming  all  his 
life,  becoming  prosperous  through  the  exercise  of 
industry  and  tlirift.  He,  owned  the  farm  now  be- 
longing to  his  son  George  C.,  and  also  had  a tract 
of  seventy-five  acres  in  the  Mahantango  Valley,  in 
Mahantango  township,  Schuylkill  county,  the  old 
homestead  of  Sebastian  Zimmerman,  his  father- 
in-law.  Though  busily  engaged  in  looking  after 
his  own  affairs  he  found  time  to  serve  the  com- 
munity. holding  the  offices  of  supervisor  and  treas- 
urer of  his  township,  and  he  was  a deacon  for 
many  years  of  the  Little  Mahanoy  Church,  where 
he  belonged  to  the  Reft)rmed  congregation.  His 
wife,  Catharine,  was  a Lutheran  member  of  that 
church,  and  they  are  buried  there.  She  was  liorn 
March  1,  1819,  daughter  of  Sebastian  and  Eliza- 
beth (Klock)  Zimmerman,  and  died  Aug.  26,  1905. 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six.  The  children  of 
this  union  were  as  follows : Hettie,  born  in  1840. 

married  Simon  Dunkelberger ; Catharine,  born  in 
1842,  married  J.  I).  Reitz;  Peter  is  a resident  of 
Sunbury;  Sarah  married  Daniel  Reitz;  Lovina 
married  Isaac  Swinehart ; Lenah  married  D.  fvl. 
Zartman;  George  C.  is  mentioned  below;  Harriet 
married  William  Hetrich;  Benjamin  lives  in  Lit- 
tle Mahanoy:  Lizzie  married  Edwin  Hetrich, 
brother  of  William;  Tilila  married  Benjamin 
Shaffer;  Miranda  married  William  Reitz. 

George  C.  Peifer,  a farmer  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Mahanoy  creek,  in  Little  Mahanoy  township, 
was  born  in  that  township  March  1.  1851,  and  has 
lived  at  his  present  home  since  1854.  The  only 
schools  in  the  neighborhood  were  then  subscription 
schools,  and  he  enjoyed  the  advantages  they  af- 
forded. Working  for  his  father  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years,  he  subsequently 
farmed  the  place  on  shares  until  1894.  when  he  be- 
gan cultivating  it  for  himself,  and  he  has  done 
very  well.  The  property  contains  105  acres  of 
good  level  land,  all  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek. 
This  farm  belonged  to  one  IMiller,  later  to  a Herb, 
afterward  to  Jacob  Rein,  from  whom  George  IMil- 
ler  purchased  it  in  1848,  since  which  time  it  has 
remained  in  the  Peifer  name.  The  present  set 
of  buildings  were  constructed  by  the  Peifers,  the 
barn  being  built  by  George  Peifer  in  1855.  In 
1854  he  built  a stibsfantial  brick  house,  which  was 
destroyed  by  lightning  July  17,  1002,  the  present 
owner  rebuilding  the  same  year.  iMr.  Peifer  ha.s 
taken  some  part  in  local  public  affairs,  having 
served  as  supervisor  and  treasurer  of  his  township. 
On  Nov.  5,  1879,  he  married  iMary  J.  Zartman, 
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(laughter  of  Abraham  ZartiiiaUj  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children;  Stella,  wife  of  Els- 
worth  Leader;  Amanda,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Holfinan; 
Irwin,  who  married  Ada  Dcppen;  Emma,  Mrs. 
Elias  E.  Peifer ; Agnes,  who  died  aged  ten  years ; 
Landis,  who  died  aged  three  years;  Daniel,  and 
Calvin.  ' ^Ir.  Peifer  and  his  family  are  Peformed 
members  of  the  Little  Mahanoy  Church.  He  is 
a Democrat  on  political  questions. 

Elias  Peifer,  another  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Miller)  Peifer,  was  born  July  20.  1820,  in  Little 
Mahanoy  township,  where  he  died  iMarch  15,  1005. 
He  was  a farmer,  living  at  what  is  now  the  home  of 
his  son  Joseph  E.  Peifer,  and  on  that  property 
he  built  the  present  barn  in  about  1850  and  the 
house  in  1860.  This  farm,  which  was  formerly 
the  Michael  Wagner  place,  contains  forty-eight 
acres  of  cleared  land.  iMr.  Peifer  was  a Democrat, 
and  served  some  years  as  township  supervisor.  He 
married  Molly  Eaker,  who  was  born  July  11,  1819, 
daughter  of  Conrad  Eaker,  and  died  Jan.  13,  1883, 
and  seven  children  were  born  to  them,  two  dying 
in  infancy.  The  otliers  were : Harriet  married 

Henry  Dunkelberger ; Isaac  is  a resident  of  Sun- 
bury ; Lucinda  married  Albert  Faswold ; Alice 
married  Wash.  Zimmerman;  Joseph  E.  is  a resi- 
dent of  Little  iMahanoy  township.  ]\[r.  Peifer  and 
his  family  were  Lutherans,  holding  membership 
in  the  church  at  Little  iMahanoy,  where  they  are 
buried.  - 

EDWAED  CLAYBEECtEE,  of  Lower  Augusta 
township,  has  been  engaged  in  farming  there  since 
1906,  having  returned  to  the  vocation  of  his  early 
life  after  many  years  sj)ent  in  mining.  He  was 
born  June  I,  185-5,  at  Aristes  (Montana),  near 
Centralia,  Pa.,  son  of  Adam  Clayberger. 

Adam  Clayberger  was  born  Oct.  8,  1817,  in 
Hamburg,  Germany,  and  was  twelve  years  old  wlien 
he  came  to  America,  landing  at  Baltimore,  Md.  He 
lived  with  a ]\Iyers  family,  at  York,  Pa.,  to  which 
place  he  had  proceeded  from  Baltimore,  and  there 
he  married  the  daughter,  Juliann  Myers,  who 
came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  thirteen 
years  old.  Their  first  child,  William,  was  born 
at  York.  Thence  the  family  moved  to  Bainbridge, 
Pa.,  where  they  lived  for  some  years,  next  moving 
to  a place  called  Stewardsville,  near  Mount  Car- 
mel, Xorthumberland  county,  where  iMr.  Clav- 
berger  found  work  driving  a team.  He  was  en- 
gaged on  the  constraction  of  Bell’s  tunnel.  After 
driving  for  several  years  he  moved  to  Aristes 
(Montana),  near  Centralia,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  contracting  for  a year,  on  the  building  of  a 
railroad  from  Centralia  to  iMount  Carmel,  and  he 
then  bought  a farin  at  Eoaring  Creek,  in  Columbia 
county,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
By  trade  he  was  a butcher,  and  he  followed  the 
business  for  some  vears  in  his  later  life.  His 


farm  originally,  consisted  of  sixty-throe  acres,  to 
which  he  added  as  prosperity  enabled  him.  He 
died  there  July  18,  1890,  aged  seventy-two  years, 
nine  months,  ten  days,  and  is  buried  at  the  Lmited 
Brethren  Church  at  Ehodestown,  Columbia  Co., 
Pa.,  where  his  wife  is  also  interred.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  LYited  Brethren  denomination  and 
active  in  church  life.  Mrs.  Clayberger  died  July 
16,  1883',  aged  sixty-seven  years,  eleven  months. 
Xine  children  were  born  to  iMr.  and  IMrs.  Clay- 
berger: AVilliam,  a carpenter,  who  lives  at  Eeno- 

vo.  Pa.  : Charles,  of  Allentown,  Pa.  ; Samuel,  of 
Shamokin,  Pa.;  Benjamin,  of  Inimberton,  X.  J. ; 
Sarah,  iMrs.  Benjamin  Tyson;  Edward;  Hannah, 
who  has  never  married  and  lives  with  her  brother 
Charles;  and  Adam  and  Isaac,  both  deceased. 

Edward  Clayberger  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
lived  there  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years.  At  that  time  he  began  working  in  the  coal 
mines  at  Shamokin,  and  for  thirty-two  years  con- 
tinued at  that  work,  throughout  this  time  making 
his  home  in  the  borough  of  Shamokin.  In  June, 
1906,  he  purchased  his  present  farm  in  Lower 
Augusta  township,  consisting  of  117  acres,  which 
was  the  original  Shipman  homestead  and  remained 
in  that  family  for  over  one  hundred  years.  -John 
Elsworth  Shipman  -was  the  last  "of  his  family  to 
possess  it.  With  the  assistance  of  his  son  Ealph 
Mr.  Clayberger  has  made  many  improvements  on 
the  property  since  it  came  into  his  possession,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1910  he  built  the  present  barn. 
He  markets  his  truck  and  produce  at  Shamokin, 
and  he  has  made  a decided  success  of  his  work 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  had  not  engaged  in 
farming  for  so  many  years.  Enterprising  and 
progressive,  he  has  become  one  of  the  valuable 
citizens  of  his  coramuinty  during  his  comparative- 
ly brief  residence  there. 

On  Aug.  23,  1878,  i\rr.  Clayberger  married 
Alice  S.  Pressler,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and  Annie  S. 
(Heiser)  Pressler,  of  Snyder  county,  where  Mr. 
Pressler  still  lives.  i\rr.  and  iMrs.  Clayberger  have 
had  children  as  follows : Harry  W.,  now  of  Oak- 

land, Cal.,  who  is  married  to  Alice  Garbet;  -John 
F.,  of  Philadelphia,  who  married  JIarie  Straley; 
Florence  M.,  who  married  Francis  IM.  Xey  and 
lives  in  Shamokin.  Pa.:  Ealph  IT.  ; Howard  G. ; 
Maud  E. ; Edward  D. ; Chester  E.,  and  Cyrus  F. 
^Ir.  Clayberger  and  his  family  attend  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 

EICHAED  GLASS,  late  of  Shamokin,  was  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  at  X’o.  727  East  Com- 
merce street,  in  that  borougli,  for  several  years  be- 
fore his  death.  He  was  formerly  a successful 
mine  contractor,  having  followed  mining  for  al)Out 
thirty  years.  He  served  as  councilman  from  the 
Seventli  ward  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  held  the 
office  of  jury  commissioner  of  Xorthumberland 
county. 
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2Ir.  G'a?s  was  boni  in  1S66  in  Coal  township, 
this  county,  son  of  Samuel  Glass.  His  father  tvas 
a native  of  County  2feath,  Ireland,  horn  in  18;l8, 
and  came  to  America  when  nineteen  years  old, 
settling  in  Sliamokin,  Pa.,  where  he  made  a per- 
manent home.  He  worked  as  a miner,  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  late  Thomas  Baumgardner,  being  thus 
engaged  for  thirty  years,  and  svas  known  to  all  as 
an  industrious,  upright  citizen.  He  died  April  4, 
1902,  and  is  buried  at  Shamokin.  Samuel  Glass 
married  Haria  Pichards.  a native  of  "Wales,  who 
came  to  America  in  girlhood.  She  now  makes  her 
home  with  her  grandson.  Samuel,  in  Shamokin. 
To  Mr.  and  2Irs.  Glass  were  liorn  children  as  fol- 
lows: John  (deceased),  Pichard,  Samuel,  Peese, 

William,  John  H.  (county  detective  of  Xortlmm- 
berland  county  ) and  George. 

Pichard  Glass  received  all  his  educ-ation  in  the 
public  schools  of  Coal  township.  He  was  only 
a boy  when  he  began  work,  picking  slate  at  the 
Baumgardner  breaker,  and  in  tiipe  he  became  a 
full-fledged  miner  and  eventually  a contractor, 
employing  from  si.x  to  eight  men.  In  June,  1906, 
he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  to  which  he  gave 
all  his  attention,  finding  the  new  line  Ijoth  con- 
genial and  profitable.  In  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred April  2,  1911,  Shamokin  lost  a valuable 
and  worthy  citizen.  He  was  buried  in  the  Sham- 
okin cemetery.  Mr.  Glass  had  many  friends  in 
Shamokin,  both  in  business  circles  and  in  public 
life,  and  lie  was  a well  known  member  of  the  1. 
O.  0.  F.  (lielonging  to  Lodge  Xo.  664),  the  F.  0. 
E.  (Aerie  Xo.  534)  and  the  Liberty  Hose  Com- 
pany. He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  local  Pe- 
publican  ranks,  and  in  1906  was  elected  council- 
man from  the  Seventh  ward,  for  a term  of  four 
years.  In  JunCj  1909,  he  was  elected  jury  com- 
missioner of  the  county,  winning  in  the  contest 
by  a majority  of  one  over  his  opfionent,  J.  C. 
Moore,  who  formerly  held  the  office. 

Mr.  Glass  married  2Iartha  J.  iMcKelvey,  daugh- 
ter' of  William  McKelvey,  and  they  had  one  son, 
Samuel.  The  family  are  Epi.«copalians. 

S.viiUEL  Gl.vss,  son  of  Pichard,  born  in  Sham- 
okin Xov.  15,  1888,  is  a machinist  by  trade,  but 
since  the  death  of  his  father  has  taken  the  hotel 
business.  He  was  appointed  jury  commissioner 
by  Judge  C.  P.  Savidge.  to  succeed  his  father.  2fr. 
Glass  married  Diary  Durkin,  daughter  of  Bryan 
Durkin,  and  they  have  one  son,  Pichard. 

HAPVEY  ALBEPT  TPOUTDIAX,  who  has 
recently  removed  to  Sunbury.  ivas  a farmer  before 
taking  up  his  residence  there.  He  was  born  Xov. 
9,  1872,  at  Seven  Points,  X'urthumlierland  county, 
son  of  Isaac  Troutman  and  grandson  of  John 
Troutman. 

Jacob  Troutman,  his  great-grandfather,  the 
known  progenitor  of  many  of  the  name  now  resid- 


ing in  IXoithnmberland  county,  owned  and  lived 
upon  a farm  in  Jordan  township,  near  Uniontown, 
the  Tiroperty  now  owned  by  Phoebe  Troutman,  one 
of  his  granddaughters;  the  place  now  comprises 
eighty  acres.  He  is  interred  in  the  Uniontown 
cemetery^  the  burial  ])lace  of  many  Troutmans. 
He  and  his  wife  DIagdalena  (Brosius)  were  the 
jiarents  of  the  following  children : John ; Polly, 

Mrs.  John  Lesher ; Dloses:  DIrs.  X’athan  Brower; 
Peter ; Samuel ; and  Eve,  DIrs.  Isaac, Wolf. 

John  Troutman,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  June 
10,  1817,  in  Jordan  township,  near  Uniontown, 
and  was  a lifelong  farmer  and  one  of  the  most 
jirospcrous  men  in  his  section,  of  which  he  was  a 
leading  citizen  for  many  years  of  his  long  life. 
Besides  his  home  place  of  132  acres  he  owned  six 
farms : The  one  now  owned  by  his  son  George 

L.,  another  which  his  son  Simon  obtained,  one 
given  to  his  daugliter  DIrs.  Jeremiah  Peifer,  an- 
other owned  by  his  son  Adam  L.,  another  owned 
by  his  son  Henry,  and  another  liy  Joel  Kreitzer, 
son  of  his  daughter  Diary.  Dir.  Troutman  vras 
active  in  church  work,  the  founder  and  leading 
member  of  Troutman's  LTnited  Evangelical 
Church,  so  named  in  his  honor.  He  built  the 
meeting  house  of  that  congregation  at  Uniontown, 
was  always  a libera!  contributor  to  the  church 
and  one  of  its  pillars  to  the  eml  of  his  life.  Dir. 
Troutman  served  some  years  as  treasurer  of  his 
townshi]).  He  died  upon  his  farm  about  1900. 
and  he  is  buried  with  his  wife  in  the  family  plot 
in  Uniontown  cemetery. 

Dir.  Troutman  was  twice  married,  his  first  union 
being  with  Sarah  Lesher,  who  was  born  Dec.  16, 
1824.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he  sub- 
sequently married  her  sister,  Harriet  Lesher.  They 
were  daughters  of  Samuel  T>esher,  rvho  was  from 
Berks  county;  Dir.  Lesher  was  a large  properh' 
owner.  Dir.  Troutman  was  the  father  of  a large 
family,  Engeline  and  Simon  by  his  first  wife,  and 
the  following  by  his  second ; Isaac,  DIagdalena 
(who  died  unmarried),  Elmira  (wife  of  Jeremiah 
Peifer),  Henry  John,  DIoses,  Diary  (wife  of  Joel 
Kreitzer),  Amos,  Adam  L.,  George  L.,  Jolumnes, 
Phoebe,  one  that  died  in  infancy,  Cornelius  and 
another  that  died  in  infancy. 

Isaac  Troutman,  son  of  John,  was  born  Sept. 
4,  1849.  in  Jordan  township,  and  was  reared  on 
the  paternal  farm,  working  for  Ids  parents  through- 
out his  youth.  When  about  tw.aity-one  years  old 
he  began  farnuug  for  himself  in  Pockefeller  town- 
ship. at  Seven  Points,  where  he  located  about 
1869,  from  that  time  for  many  years  living  with 
and  working  for  his  father-in-law.  Daniel  Klinger. 
Dir.  Troutman  remained  with  Dir.  Klinger  until 
the  latter's  death,  and  he  still  continues  to  live 
on  the  old  place  in  Pockefeller  township.  lie  and 
his  family  are  Lutlieran  members  of  the  Cross 
Poad  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  active,  hav- 


^ ^ ,.  . •>'  . , '**■'  ,.j" 


hi>n  i(A^t2iiWz]  /»j.  .fj(i|.f,^ri  ,((Mi'  i»i  tlio^  .1 

-•■•■I—  ‘-J.'.»-»^OT-^.  .1.^*v./..Mmi  i*li.  diif  Ai^  ;..(.lrv  . IIH  uit 

■’ojti 


VHH  w*  ♦! 

'f)1 

,6j;nn’Ti,{ifi 

i'‘>ii(f  H.UH  .({;i'^>ty  Mf*S  (.(|iVT  tO  Ijk,  f«i, islf^  f)9M%6»l|!t'.'^ 

*fiv/<%fji.>in"f  ■i..rt?  .<fiit<£ffriOd.  iH'vio.fi'.u!  •tmth  i»»IK  ■ ' ^f*l.l'f i?} .«•  ■ 

fi*f»(V  '/il:;  If'  Mftrt.  b'^ . . i^«y<!3'  (•  ■ 'ift  *||v  UltK  iw,, 

t>  «.*  -jfi  djifJ-’rt  1m  m Wm 

.■)iu  ?iif  >ti  »3.uw  :jO/>a  ?oV  ^ 


/(U  lk>»jf*M»  m1  iiii  fo  .'frglq  «''.’W'Ajr  -(uh^tit^^.  io  V^lMaoo)  ^ 

-igV'oVt  i*f«  «n{  'rtf  hvH'w*.»;  wjui  ft«t3  Otl'l?  .M-sijriu.f  , ; ^‘{ 


Mioi  • 0<)»rtaM  • Mrf •</•,. ' '*.. J w»t  If*. 


.qMtwkWaJ  i(to^  jo 


.tjO'fci  ittiol  «tf‘m#.f:..£f»jft,a;H  *A0ij.^  ai  tm  Wlm.ta.  iit^4i 

s^ill  ;(^dd  .tjZ 

yj^i'hitd  wii^Hoyr  «r;U  -«Tp3 


wna/j.  i&xlf 


fa'^dT  iiMwl  f#7r,  «r?;h»  aff,;ii9«j 

«fv4T  ‘iffH  'htiwiud  i-^V.’jid  ifrM  « t«3 


hiu.  iftfjv.l'isxij  ftlfl 


f.n-jLw^flK  ,'>CB'il 


•^,  (W/^fSr  J^ft  anih^ifM  (Viiurwf'  • 
rtf'’!  y^,  y (.f'rfiroflAl  771 '' 


,5o  ojU-'w.) 

[■7mV  Tf/iJiSr  .fesew'  -lidoli  viUJf^T? 

bit*.  .ni,i^  3i;di 


m.x' 

iflSWfd?'  oi:  _ 

feinl  ^v  J ■ 

.Kjog , inixf  >«vf  ■]fsifut  .in^]f(^  .H6ir: 

iBj.  81(17/  vf  ' -iK  Fw&<a7«i  ol 

'““  “ ' 


,7f^ntfi7J 

0(11}  7^;^«tf>i  :,lT^  f(iw)bui7‘i 




y/diijflo 

-■  ''■ 


NORTHUMBEHLA.X  I)  CorX^rY.  I’EXXSYLVAXl A 


r.8X 


iug  hold  tho  oHkes  of  tiustoc.  deacon  and  older, 
in  which  latter  he  is  still  serving.  Politically  he 
is  a Eepuldican. 

Ur.  1 'ronrman  married  Mary  Ann  Klinger, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Caroline  (Schadel) 
Klinger,  and  they  have  had  children  as  follows : 
Lizzie  married  Theodore  l\[c Kinney  and  they  live 
at  Gratz,  I’a. ; ITarvey  Alljert  juarried  Edna  Long; 
Elmer  P.  married  Adella  Bloom;  Lillie  married 
Elmer  Zimmerman  and  they  live  in  Rockefeller 
township;  and  William  died  young. 

Daniel  Klinger,  father  of  ilrs.  Troutman,  was 
lx>rn  Xov.  2,  1824,  and  died  Aug.  21,  18hS.  He 
married  Caroline  Schadel,  who  was  born  May  22, 
1827,  and  after  their  marriage  they  came  to  Rocke- 
feller township  from  the  vicinity  of  Klingerstown, 
Schuylkill  county,  settling  on  the  farm  where  they 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  I’liey  are 
buried  in  that  townsliip.  at  Emanuel  Lutheran 
Church.  Mrs.  Klinger  died  Oct.  22,  1907. 

Harvey  Albert  Troutman  attended  public- 
school  at  Seven  Points,  and  in  his  youth  assisted 
’his  father  and  maternal  grandfather  on  the  home 
place,  where  he  retnained  until  his  marriage,  when 
he  was  twenty  years  old.  At  that  time  he  located 
upon  a farm  in  Shamokin  township  belonging  to 
his  father,  near  Seven  Points,  living  there  about 
seventeen  years,  until  his  removal  to  Sunburv, 
April  1,  1910.  Meantime  he  acquired  a farm  of  his 
own,  a place  of  seventy-two  acres  located  near 
Stoningtdn,  in  Shamokin  township,  which  he  rents 
out.  Since  settling  in  Sunburv  he  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  (k  H.  Brosious  & Co.,  contractors.  His 
home  is  at  K’o.  133  Catawissa  avenue.  While  a 
resident  of  Shamokin  township  iMr.  'rroutman 
served  that  community  as  school  director.  He  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Cross  Road  Church, 
belonging  to  the  Lutheran  congregation,  which  iMr. 
Troutman  has  served  as  deacon.  He  is  a Repub- 
lican in  politics. 

On  Xov.  24,  18!)2,  Mr.  Troutman  married  Edna 
Long,  daughter  of  Benjamin  C.  and  Rosanna 
(Kelly)  Long,  and  they  have  a family  of  three 
children;  Benjamin  E.,  .\rville  J.  and  Clara 
Edith. 

AXDREW  J.  SCHWATAl,  a farmer  in  the 
southern  district  of  Jordan  township.  X'orthum- 
berland  county,  is  well  known  as  one  of  tho  most 
successful  agricultui'ists  of  his  region,  as  a prom- 
inent worker  in  the  local  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  as  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  fraternity.  He  is  a man  of  substance  and 
good  standing,  both  of  which  have  been  won  by 
his  own  efforts  and  a life  of  consistent  integrity. 

The  Schwalm  family  is  an  old  one  in  this  sec- 
tion, founded  here  by  John  Sebwalm,  one  of  the 
Hessian  soldiers  hired  by  the  British  government 
to  fight  in  the  Colonies  during  the  Revolutionary 
war.  Ife  was  born  i)fay  31.  1732.  and  came  to 


America  with  the  other  mercenaries  in  1773..  Re- 
maining in  this  country  after  the  close  of  the  war. 
he  settled  in  Hublcy  (originally  IMahantango) 
township,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  took  up 
a large  amount  of  land  and  devoted  him.self  to 
farming.  He  died  there  Dec.  24,  1834,  aged 

eighty-two  years.  His  wife  Odilla  (Bobb)  was 
born  in  Germany  Pel).  1(>,  1763,  came  to  America 
with  her.  parents,  and  died  Peb.  24,  1836.  She 
and  her  husband  are  buried  side  by  side  at  Cole- 
man's Church.,  in  Dauphin  county,  near  the 
Schuylkill  county  line.  4'hey  were  the  parents 
of  one  son  and  two  daughters;  Catharine  mar- 
ried Jacob  Holfa  and  they  are  buried  at  Dushore. 
Sullivan  Co.,  Pa.;  Elizabeth  married  Ale.vauder 
Klinger;  Frederick  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
Andrew  J.  Schwalm. 

Frederick  Schcvalm,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Schuylkill  county  May  17,  1796,  and  died  Jan. 
6,  1872.  The  old  homestead  in  Hubley  township 
became  his  property  and  he  carried  on  farming 
there  all  his  life,  putting  up  the  original  set  of 
log  buildings  on  that  place.  He  is  buried  at  Cole- 
man's Church.  He  was  three  times  married,  hav- 
ing twelve  children  by  his  first  wife,  Catharine 
(Stein),  daughter  of  Johannes  Stein;  no  children 
by  his  second  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Zer- 
fink;  and  three  children  by  his  third  wife,  Harriet 
(Deiter),  Jackson,  Lillie  and  Elizabeth.  The 
children  of  the  first  union  were:  John;  Hannah, 
who  married  Samuel  Schade;  Caroline,  who  mar- 
ried Israel  Klinger  ; Jacob,  who  lived  i)i  Hubley 
township,  where  he  was  supervisor  for  mor(t  than 
twenty  years ; F rederick,  who  was  justice  of  the 
])eace  in  Upper  Mahantango  many  years  (he  served 
in  the  Union  armv  during  the  Civil  war)  ; Dan- 
iel S.,  who  still  survives  ; Emanuel,  who  served  as 
postmaster  at  Hegin.s,  Schuylkill  county:  Samuel, 
who  was  a soldier  during  the  Civil  war  in  Com- 
pany A,  30th  Pennsvlvania  "\Mlunteer  Infantry; 
\A'illiam;  Peter;  Louisa,  who  married  iMr.  Fagner 
(they  live  in  Hoopston,  111.)  ; and  Kate,  of  South 
Bend,  Ind.,  who  married  John  D.  Willard  and  for 
her  second  husband  a iMr.  IMartin. 

-lohn  Schwalm.  son  of  Frederick,  was  born  Dec. 
25,  1818,  in  Dlahantango  township,  was  a farmer 
in  Hubley  township  for  some  years,  and  was  a 
prominent  man  in  his  day  in  Schuylkill  county, 
serving  two  years,  1837  and  1838.  as  steward  of 
the  county  almshouse.  He  wa.'  also  sclioid  di- 
rector for  many  years.  In  religious  faith  he  ad- 
hered to  the  Reformed  Church  and  he  is  buried 
in  the  cemetery  of  the  (diurch  of  God  in  Hegins 
Township.  He  married  Elizabidh  Shade,  wlio  was 
born  March  12,  1827,  in  Hubley  township.  Schuyl- 
kill county,  daughter  of  John  Shade,  and  is  still 
living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwalm  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  named  children;  Hannah  m.ir- 
ried  John  Schmeltz;  Edward  (deceased)  married 
a Miss  Luc'.is  ; Lydia  married  (first)  Jt'sse  Heint- 
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ziuger  and  (second)  John  I’essler;  Kate  married 
John  r.  Barr;  Daniel  E.  is  mentioned  below; 
Polly  married  Elias  Artz;  Louisa  married  Har- 
vey Clauser. 

Daniel  E.  Seliwalm,  son  of  John,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Ilubley  township,  Schuylkill  county,  and 
is  still  engaged  in  farming  there,  having  his  fa- 
ther's homestead,  a fine  farm  of  120  acres.  He  built 
the  dwelling-house  on  the  property,  but  the  barn 
was  built  by  his  father  in  181T.  Mr.  Schwalm 
has  been  a useful  and  active  citizen  of  his  town- 
ship, where  he  has  held  various  offices,  having 
been  tax  collector  for  a number  of  years  and  also 
supervisor.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics  and  has 
been  committeeman  of  his  township.  His  home 
is  on  the  line  of  Schuylkill  and  Dauphin  coun- 
ties and  he  is  a Deformed  member  of  Coleman’s 
Church  in  the  latter  county,  his  wife  belonging  to 
the  Eeformed  congregation  of  that  church,  to 
wdiich  the  family  also  belong.  Mr.  Schwalm  has 
served  as  deacon  and  elder. 

Mr.  Schwalm  married  Fietta  Schlegeh  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Schlegel  (whose  wife  was  a Snyder), 
and  granddaughter  of  Peter  Schlegel,  who  was 
born  Oct.  12,  i780,  came  from  Berks  count}g  and 
died  Oct.  1,  1861;  he  is  buried  at  the  Herb  Church. 
Seven  children  have  been  born  to  IMr.  and  Mrs. 
Schwalm:  Andrew  J.  lives  at  Klingerstown ; Eeily 
died  young;  Lizzie  married  J.  L.  Eeitz  and  is 
living  at  Mount  Carmel ; Charles,  who  lives  at  Val- 
ley View,  married  iMattie  Stiely;  Katie  died 
young;  Eufus,  who  married  Flora  Adam®,  is  liv- 
ing on  the  old  homestead,  at  Artz ; Harry  mar- 
ried Florence  Schaffer,  and  they  live  at  Spring- 
ville,  Schuylkill  county. 

Andrew  J.  Schwalm  was  born  Oct.  13,  18T1, 
in  Hubley  township,  Schuylkill  county,  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  and  worked  on  the  home  place  until 
eighteen  years  old.  For  the  next  five  years  he 
worked  in  coal  mines  in  Dauphin  county,  at  the 
Williamstown  colliery,  in  Bear  Valley,  .after  which 
he  commenced  huckstering,  at  which  he  was  en- 
gaged about  five  years,  attending  the  Pottsville 
and  IMinersville  markets.  On  the  evening  of  Sept. 
26,  1899,  while  returning  home  from  market,  ^Ir. 
Schwalm  was  held  up  by  three  highwaymen  on 
the  Shermans  mountain  road  and  relieved  of  $140. 
He  was  huckster  aliout  two  years  for  F.  L.  Kehres, 
of  Eebuck,  Xorthurnbcrland  county,  was  later  at 
Girardville  and  Shenandoah,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1901  came  to  his  present  place  in  Jordan  town- 
ship, Xorthumberland  county,  settling  there 
March  20th.  He  has  136  acres  of  fine  land  lo- 
cated on  the  road  leailing  from  Klingerstown  to 
Urban,  Hebe  and  Pillow.  This  farm  was  formerly 
the  William  .Shartle  homestead  and  was  for  many 
years  a hotel  stand,  ^‘Shartle’s  Hotel”  being  well 
known;  Mr.  Shartle  built  the  large  brick  house, 
which  is  40  by  40  feet  in  dimensions,  in  1867. 

IMr.  Svhwalm  is  a well  known  citizen  of  his 


section,  has  been  township  constable  since  190-1, 
and  has  long  been  interested  in  local  political 
activities  as  an  ardent  member  of  the  Democratic 
party.  During  his  residence  in  Schuylkill  county 
he  was  delegate  to  county  convention,  served  as 
delegate  to  the  county  convention  of  1906,  in 
190?  was  a delegate  to  the  State  convention,  and 
was  a delegate  to  the  last  convention  held  in 
Xorthumberland  county. 

Mr.  Schwalm  holds  membership  in  Lodge  X"o. 
637,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  at  Klingerstown,  was  representa- 
tive to  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  held  at 
Eeading  in  May,  1907,  and  again  served  in  that 
capacity  in  1908,  when  the  grand  lodge  convened 
at  Philadelphia.  He  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Himmel  Church  at  Eebuck,  Mr.  Schwalm 
belonging  to  the  Lutheran  congregation,  his  wife 
to  the  Eeformed  congregation.  He  served  as  dea- 
con of  the  Coleman  Church. 

On  July  16,  1898,  Mr.  Schwalm  married  Eosa 
Kehres,  daughter  of  X.  E.  and  Catliarine  (Hoff- 
man) Kehres,  of  Eebuck,  and  four  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union:  Katie  A.,  born  Aug.  25, 
1899,  in  M'ashington  township;  Florence  May, 
born  Sept.  2,  1901,  in  Washington  township ; Liz- 
zie F.,  born  April  4,  1903,  in  Jordan  to\vnship; 
and  X’athan  D.,  born  July  16,  1906,  in  Jordan. 

On  July  30,  1910,  the  first  reunion  of  the 
Schwalm  family  was  held  at  A'alley  View,  Schuyl- 
kill Co.,  Pa.,  and  it  was  a great  success,  about 
five  hundred  attending.  Mr.  Andrew  J.  Schwalm, 
who  was  present  with  his  family,  was  elected  one 
of  the  historians  of  the  association.  The  second 
gathering  was  held  the  second  Saturday  in  Au- 
gust, 1911,  at  Valley  View  Park. 


Andrew  J.  Swalm,  who  lives  at  Sunbury,  this 
county,  was  born  Sept.  22,  1850,  at  Schuylkill 
Haven,  Pa.,  son  of  Joseph  M.  Swalm  and  grand- 
•«on  of  Andrew  Swalm. 

Joseph  M.  Swalm  was  born  at  Orwigsburg, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  at  Philadelphia  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  For  about  twenty 
years  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a retell  grocer 
in  Philadelphia.  In  earlier  life  he  was  a wheel- 
wright and  carriage  builder  and  lived  in  Schuyl- 
kill county.  He  was  buried  at  Orwigsburg.  In 
religion  he  was  a Methodist.  His  wife,  Angeline 
(Allebach),  daughter  of  Jacob  Allebach,  of  IMid- 
dleport,  Schuylkill  county,  still  lives  in  Philadel- 
phia. now  (111  10)  eighty-four  years  old.  They 
liad  children  as  follows;  (One  son  that  died  in 
infancy;  Andrew  J. ; Charles,  of  Philadelphia; 
Hannah,  who  married  IM.  Plish  and  lives  at  Hol- 
ley, X.  Y. : Sallie,  who  died  in  Wyoming,  wife 
of  Eobert  Harper;  Mary,  married  to  Thomas  J. 
Andress,  and  living  in  Philadelphia;  Ella,  who 
died  aged  thirty  years;  and  Mabel,  who  died  aged 
twenty- five  years. 

Andrew  .1,  Swalm  was  educated  in  tlie  public 
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schools  of  his  mxtivG  towji.  W’hcii  twelve  years 
old  he  began  clerking  in  the  store  and  has  ever 
since  been  in  the  grocery  business.  He  was  in 
business  at  Hazletoig  Pa.,  for  fifteen  years.  In 
1887  lie  first  associated  himself  with  the  Hooven 
iMercautile  Company  (which  has  stores  in  nine 
cities  of  eastern  Pennsylvania),  at  Hazleton,  re- 
maining there  about  two  years  in  that  associa- 
tion. He  tlien  left  them  for  three  yeays,  and 
since  18ff2  has  been  their  manager  at  Sunbury, 
Pa.,  where  they  liavo  a large  wholesale  trade.  He 
has  su])crvision  of  ten  people.  iMr.  Swalm  is 
owner  and  nianager  of  the  Sunlniry  Peanut  Com- 
pany. wliich  does  an  extensive'  business  in  this 
part  of  tlie  State,  the  peanut  butter  manufactured 
by  this  concern  lieing  known  for  its  rich,  quality. 
Mr.  Swalm  is  a mendxer  of  the  iMethodist  Church 
of  Sunbury,  of  Avhich  he  has  been  a trustee  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  married  Sept.  16,  1876, 
to  Martha  A.  Garrett,  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  Garrett,  of  Pottsville.  She  died  April  1, 
1606,  aged  fifty-three  years,  and  is  buried  in  Pom- 
fret  Manor  cemetery.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swalm 
were  born  these  children : Gertrude  L.,  who  is 
now  engaged  as  a stenographer  and  resides  at 
home;  Florence  Ml,  a public  school  teacher,  who 
lias  taught  ten  terms  in  the  public  schools  of 
Sunbury;  and  Marrion  Iv.,  wife  of  E.  K.  Burlew, 
a government  employee,  residing  at  Washington, 
I).  C.  Mr.  Swalm  resides  at  XTo.  1113  Market 
street,  Suhlmry. 

LANDIS  FRY",  of  Sunbury,wvas  the  pioneer  in 
the  bakery  Imsiness  at  that  place,  and  is  still  en- 
gaged in  that  line,  being  now  the  oldest  dealer  in 
bakery  goods  there.  He  also  conducts  a grocery 
and  notion  store,  and  for  over  thirty  years  has 
been  one.  of  the  tliriving  merchants  of  the  bor- 
ough, one  who  has  taken  his  part  in  the  public 
administration  and  done  his  duty  in  every  ca- 
pacity. He  was  born  in  Sunbury  Sept.  11,  1813, 
and  has  passed  all  his  life  there. 

The  Fry  famih'  came  to  Northumberland  coun- 
ty from  Pei'ks  county,  this  State,  Jacob  Fry.  the 
grandfather  of  Landis  Fry,  hailing  from  the  vicin- 
ity of  Womelsdorf,  where  he  was  born  about  1785. 
He  came  to  Northumberland  county  before  his 
marriage,  and  owned  a farm  on  the  Shamoldn 
road,  in  Upper  Augusta  township,  his  old  home- 
stead being  now  the  property  of  Lot  Bartholo- 
mew. His  grandson  Landis  Fry  has  a set  of 
horns  taken  from  a deer  Jacob  Fry  shot  on  this 
farm.  Ho  was  a carpenter  as  well  as  fanner.  His 
death,  which  occurred  in  1856,  when  he  was  about 
seventy  years  old.  was  the  result  of  an  accident ; 
he  was  in  a boat  which  went  over  the  breast  of 
the  Shamokin  dam  and  he  struck  his  head  on  a 
rock.  He  is  buried  in  an  unmarked  grave  in  the 
•old  Sunbury  cemetery,  dacol)  Fry  married  a 
'Miss  Camp,  who  wa^  also  from  the  \icinity  of 


Womelsdorf,  in  Berks  county,  and  who  died  about 
1817.  They  had  children  as  follows:  John,  Jon- 
as, Jacob,  Henry,  Mrs.  Samuel  Savage  and  Mrs. 
Silas  Wolverton. 

Jacob  Fry,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in  1817  in 
Northumberland  county  and  was  a farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. In  1851  he  moved  to  the  borough  of 
Sunbury,  settling  along  the  Sustjuelianna  river, 
wliere  in  those  days  crnsidcrable  fishing  was  done, 
the  sport  being  then  at  its  best  in  this  region.  He 
served  as  tax  collector  of  Upper  Augusta  town- 
ship. Mr.  Fry  died  in  1859,  below  Shamokin 
Dam,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  He  marrieil 
Louisa  Bowen,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Cath- 
arine (Ermentrout)  Bowen,  wlio  came  from  near 
Womelsdorf,  Berks  county,  and  they  had  the  fol- 
lowing family:  Samuel,  who  died  in  childhood; 

William,  who  entered  tlie  Union  service  in  the 
Civil  war  and  died  of  starvation  in  the  spring 
of  1865  at  Salisbury,  S.  C.,  where  he  was  a pris- 
oner: David,  who  died  in  1891;  Landis;  Harriet, 
who  married  Daniel  Ulman  and  lived  out  West 
(both  are  deceased)  ; Mary  C.,  born  in  1852,  who 
died  in  1866. 

Landis  Fry  attended  school  in  Sunbury.  In 
1865  he  began  driving  a bakery  wagon,  and  in 
1871  entered  into  partnership  with  his  brother 
David  in  the  bakery  business,  this  association  last- 
ing four  and  a half  years,  since  when  Landis 
Fry  has  done  business  on  his  own  account.  He 
put  up  his  present  store  building  in  1879,  and 
has  the  oldest  bakery  in  the  borough,  as  well  as  a 
well  established  grocery  and  notion  business.  He 
has’ three  employees.  Mr.  Fry  has  gained  and  re- 
tained the  patronage  of  a large  number  of  his 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens  by  lionest  dealing, 
satisfactory'  goods  and  upright  business  methods, 
and  he  deserves  the  substantial  rewards  which 
have  been  his  portion.  He  has  the  confidence  of 
all  who  know  him,  as  was  shown  by  his  election  as 
member  of  the  town  council,  in  which  he  served 
three  years,  during  which  time  he  was  instrument- 
al in  having  Market  street  paved.  He  is  a Repub- 
lican in  political  affdiation. 

In  1866  Mr.  Fry  married  Anna  Statia  Hayes, 
daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Ann  (Hannon) 
Hayes,  of  Lewis  township,  Northumberland  coun- 
ty, and  they  have  had  a family  of  eight  children : 
VVilliam  J.j  wlao  lives  in  Sunburv;  Edward,  de- 
ceased; Joseph,  at  home;  Howard.. of  Sunbury; 
Landis,  of  Sunbury;  Chester,  a 'oaker,  who  lives 
at  home:  Walter  IL,  who  assists  his  father;  and 
Morris,  deceased.  Walter  H.  Fry,  who  was  born 
in  Sunbury  IMarch  16,  1879.  is  a member  of 
Maday  Lodge,  No.  632,  F.  & A.  1\[.,  of  Sunburv'. 

SAMUEL  BRADY"  (deceased)  passed  his  latter 
years  in  retirement  at  Shamokin.  where  his  widow 
now  makes  her  home.  He  was  a lifelong  resident 
of  Northumberland  county,  and  followed  fanning 
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near  Klyslnir»-,  in  Ralplio  township,  the  principal 
part  of  his  active  life. 

Mr.  Brady  was  born  near  Elyslnirg  in  1847, 
son  of  Ahraha4u  Brady,  who  was  a farmer  and 
well  known  citizen  of  that  locality.  He  died  upon 
his  farm  in  188!).  His  cliiidren  were:  Katie,  wife 
of  George  Leihig;  Clara,  Mrs.  Ytxler;  Josephine, 
living  at  Bloomshurg,  Pa.  ; Frain,  living  at  Tharp- 
tow'-n.  Pa.;  Samuel,  deceased;  Oliver,  living  near 
Elysburg;  and  George,  of  Tharptown. 

Samuel  Brady  attended  the  pultlic  schools,  Imt 
he  was  a mere  Ih)v  when  he  began  work  at  the 
breaker.  Later  he  followed  railroading  for  several 
years.  He  began  farming  in  Ealpho  township,  con- 
tinuing that  occupation  throughout  his  active 
years,  but  always  had  his  residence  in  Shamo- 
kin.  By  thrift  and  industry  he  made  a success 
of  his  work,  in  which  he  ac(]uired  a competence. 
Some  time  before  his  death  he  lived  in  retire- 
ment, dying  at  Shamokin  June  8,  1907.  He  is 
buried  in  the  Odd  Fellows  cemetery  at  Shamokin. 
Mr.  Brady  was  a Lutheran  in  religious  connec- 
tion^  and  a man  who  deserved,  the  respect  in  which 
he  was  held  by  all  who  knew'  him. 

On  Aug.  15,  1874,  ilr.  Brady  married  Sarah 
Lints,  daughter  of  Daniel  Lints,  of  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  and  she  still  resides  at  their  Shamokin 
home.  Four  children  were  bom  to  Mr.  and  ^Irs. 
Brady : Samuel,  who  is  employed  as  a tireman  at 
the  Henry  Clay  colliery,  married  IMiranda  Dilla- 
plain,  and  they  have  had  six  children,  Jennie,  Eva, 
Beatrice,  Bertha,  Gladys  and  Florence ; Oliver  died 
in  infancy:  Minnie  died  aged  two  years;  Jennie 
is  the  wdfe  of  Irvin  Kissler,  of  Shamokin*  in 
Xorthumberland  countv,  and  thev  have  one  child, 
Mildred. 

LEMUEL  C.  EOCKEFELLEE  was  born  Xov. 
8,  1848,  son  of  Lewis  and  Catherine  (Campbell) 
Eockefeller.  His  boyhood  was  spent  upon  his 
father’s  farm  and  his  first  venture  for  himself  was 
in  the  bottling  business  at  Sunbury,  Pa.,  where  he 
remained  for  sonie  time.  He  removed  in  1890  to 
Gallitzin,  twelve  mites  west  of  Altoona.  Pa.,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  wholesale  liquor  business.  He 
remained  there  about  twelve  years  and  was  'most 
successful  in  this  undertaking.  While  located 
there,  in  Dlay,  1901,  be  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  of  the  l)orough  of  Gallitzin,  on  the  Ecqnibli- 
can  ticket,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  town  was 
strongly  Uctnocratic.  He  later  moved  to  AVilmer- 
ding,  near  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  wholesale  liquor  trade,  also  the  electric  light 
business  and  ice  manufacturing,  following  tliis 
business  for  eight  years.  In  190!)  he  moved  to 
Sunbury,  and  started  the  erection  of  a home  at  the 
corner  of  Amy  and  Front  streets,  but  his  death, 
Oct.  18,  1909,  occurred  before  it  was  completed. 
He  was  an  able  and  h.onorable  business  man,  anfl 
was  successful  in  all  his  enterprises.  Ho  was  an 


acti\'c  member  of  the  board  of  trade  while  residing 
at  Wilmerding. 

On  Dec.  22,  1886,  Mr.  Eockefeller  married  Har- 
riet E.,  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Elizalteth  (Gibson) 
McClow,  of  Sunbury,  Pa.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren: Catherine,  who  graduated  from  the  Bing- 

ham School  for  Girls,  in  the  class  of  1907  ; Mary 
E.,  who  graduated  from  the  same  school  in  1910; 
and  Margaret  M.,  who  graduated  from  the  same 
in  1911.  l\Irs.  Eockefeller  and  her  daughters  are 
mend)ers  of  the  Plpisco])al  Church  of  Sunbury. 
ilr.  Eockefeller  was  a stanch  Eepublican.  Fra- 
ternally he  was  a member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  and 
the  Order  of  IMoose. 

Mrs.  Eockefeller  is  descended  from  Cornelius 
McC!low,  who  came  to  America  before  the  Eevo- 
lutionarv  war  and  settled  in  Xorthundjerland 
County,  Pa.,  in  the  district  now  embraced  in 
Ealpho  township,  near  Elysburg.  He  died  March 
'wO,  181.2,  and  he  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Brower) 
are  buried  at  the  Quaker  cemetery  in  Ealpho  town- 
ship. Cornelius  McClow  was  Scotch-Irish. 

Among  the  children  of  Cornelius  and  Elizabeth 
(Brower)  iIcClow  was  Joseph  McClow,  Mrs.  Eock- 
efeller's  great-grandfather,  who  was  born  Feb.  6, 
178!),  and  died  IMarch  ,21,  1828.  He  followed 
farming  near  Elysburg.  His  wife,  Mary  ( Camp- 
bell), long  survived  him,  dying  Dec.  28,  1865,  and 
they  were  the  parents  of  eight  children:  -John, 
Benjamin,  William,  Daniel,  Sarah,  Margaret,  Jes- 
sie and  Levi. 

Benjamin  McClow.  sou  of  Joseph,  was  born 
June  25,  1812,  near  Elysburg,  and  was  brought 
up  in  that  vicinity.  He  was  a carpenter  lyv  trade. 
Going  to  Shamokin  in  1835  when  the  borough 
was  in  its  infancy,  he  followed  his  trade  there  for 
a year,  later  running  a sawmill  near  that  place, 
on  Coal  run.  In  the  spring  of  1838  he  Imilt  tlie 
fourth  house  in  Shamokin,  at  what  is  now  the 
corner  of  Pearl  and  Commerce  streetSi  l.iringing 
his  family  hither  in  June  of  that  year.  He  died 
Dec.  22,,  1897,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-five. 
Dir.  DIcClow  married  Rebecca  Taylor,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Taylor,  of  Shamokin  township,  and  they 
became  the  ])arents  of  six  children;  Oliver,  the 
father  of  Mrs.  Lemuel  C.  Eockefeller,  now  living 
at  Frederick,  Md. ; David,  who  died  in  Shamokin: 
Harriet,  Mrs.  John  Lake.  <if  Shamokin;  Joseph, 
of  Shamokin;  Robert,  of  Shamokin;  and  Adelia, 
Dlrs.  John  Cooney. 

DRUMM.  'I'liere  are  many  representative^  of 
the  Drumm  family  in  I.ower  .\ugusta  township, 
Xorthuml)erland  county,  the  {)osteritv  of  Charles 
and  Christiana  Drumm.  whose  tliree  surviving 
sons  are  all  interested  in  farming  in  that  section. 
A number  of  the  Family  have  been  successful  school 
teachers,  notably  John  Drumm,  one  of  the  three 
lirotliers  mentioned,  who  has  taught  there  since 
1880. 
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diaries  Drumm  was  liorn  in  Dauphin  oouiitv, 
I’a.,  and  from  the  age  of  eleven  years  live<I  with 
the  family  of  the  late  Dr.  Peter  Tiyon,  in  Wash- 
ington township,  Xorthumix'rland  eonnty,  remain- 
ing with  them  until  some  years  after  his  marriage. 
He  then  moved  to  Uniontown,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  of  shoemaker  for  some  years,  alter  which 
he  removed  across  the  Mahantango  mountains  into 
Lykens  Valley,  in  Dauphin  county,  where  he  lived 
until  he  entered  the  army  during  the  Civil  war. 
He  served  nine  months,  in  Company  I,  Pi  Tth 
Regimen t.  Pennsylvania  Drafted  Militia,  and  in 
1866  he  returned  to  Xorthumberland  comity,  .set- 
tling at  Mile  Run,  in  Lower  Augusta  township, 
where  he  occupied  the  property  now  owned  by  his 
son  Jacob,  remaining  there  until  eight  years  be- 
fore his  death.  He  then  purchased  a house  and 
lot  at  Asherton,  this  county,  where  he  died  April 
25,  1897,  aged  s«iventy-three  years,  two  months, 
seventeen  days.  After  the  war  he  devoted  all  his 
time  and  energies  to  farming.  He  was  an  es- 
teemed citizen  of  the  locality,  and  active  in  the 
life  of  the  Hollowing  Run  Lutheran  Church,  in 
Lower  Augusta  township,  which  he  served  for 
many  years  in  the  capacity  of  deacon,  and  also 
held  the  office  of  elder.  He  married  Christiana 
Beck,  daughter  of  John  Beck,  a substantial  citi- 
zen of  Dauphin  county,  v\'ho  also  owned  property 
in  Uniontown ; his  wife  was  from  Xorthampton 
county.  Pa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Drumm  are 
buried  at  the  Hollowing  Run  Lutheran  Church. 
She  died  Xov.  27,  1906,  aged  eighty-one  years, 
four  days,  ddiey  were  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing named  children ; Henry  is  mentioned  below ; a 
daughter,  twin  of  Henry,  died  in  infancy : Mary 
married  Levi  Conrad  and  (second)  David  Conrad, 
half-brothers  ; a son,  twin  of  Mary,  died  in  infancy; 
Charles  died  June  9,  1910,  aged  fifty-six  years, 
nine  montliS,  one  day  (he  was  a blacksmith  in 
Augustaville  and  had  a farm  in  Plum  Creek)  : 
Louise  married  Emanuel  Fox  and  (second)  Jacob 
'Knouse,  of  Kratzerville ; John  is  mentioned  below; 
Jacob  E.  is  mentioned  below;  Annie  married 
Charles  Bucher  and  they  live  in  Sunbury. 

Through  his  mother,  who  was  a Diehl,  Charles 
Drumm  was  related  to  that  early  Pennsylvania 
family  of  the  iMennonite  faith,  identified  with  Le- 
high and  Berks  counties  from  Colonial  days.  In 
Xorthumberland  county  they  lived  south  of  Line 
Mountain. 

Hexuy  Du^.^I.^r,  son  of  Charles  and  Christiana 
(Beck)  Drumm,  was  horn  .Tune  8.  1818,  in  Wash- 
ington township,  Xorthumberland  county.  When 
nineteen  years  old  he  commenced  to  learn  shoe- 
making with  Isaac  Clements,  at  Bull  Run,  this 
eonnty.  but  after  completing  his  trade  ho  took  to 
railroad  work,  being  car  ins])ector  at  Sunbury  for 
the- Xortliern  Central  Railroad  Company  for  three 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1810  he  commenced  farm- 
ing, whicli  h('  followed  the  ie.st  of  hi^  life,  having 
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a tract  of  thirty-eight  acres  in  Lower  Augusta 
township.  It  was  formerly  the  homestead  of  Hen- 
ry Conrad,  uTio  took  up  the  land  by  warrant  from 
the  Commonwealth,  and  it  later  came  into  the 
jiossession  of  his  son  Peter,  from  whom  Henry 
Dimmm,  his  son-in-law,  acquired  it.  The  latter, 
however,  owned  only  part  of  the  original  Conrad 
tract.  He  lioiight  this  place  in  1868.  On  Oct. 
6,  1868,  Mr.  Drumm  married  IVlatilda  Conrad, 
daughter  of  Peter  Conrad,  and  to  them  were  born 
five  children:  Sarah  died  in  infancy  : William  Har- 
\ey  is  a resident  of  Sunbury;  Henry  C.  is  men- 
tioned below;  Katie  E.  married  Edgar  D.  Wag- 
ner, of  Sunbury;  Tillie  married  Grant  Witmyre 
and  they  live  at  Herndon.  Mr.  Drumm  died  Feb. 
14,  1911,  and  is  buried  at  St.  Elias  Lutheran 
Church,  Hollowing  Run.  He  was  a Lutheran,  and 
his  family  also  adhere  to  that  faith.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics. 

Hexry  C.  Deuvivi,  son  of  Henry  Drumm,  was 
Ijom  Sept.  27,  1872,  in  Lower  Augusta  township, 
where  he  is  now  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
reared  there,  and  olfiained  his  primary  education 
in  the  local  common  schools,  later  attending  Ber- 
rysburg  Academy ; .Prof.  R.  D.  Renn's  summer 
normal  school,  at  Patricksburg;  the  high  school  at 
iMiddleburg ; and  the  State  normal  school  at 
Bloomslmrg.  When  only  seventeen  years  old  he  was 
licensed  to  teach,  and  during  his  first  and  second 
terms  was  engaged  in  Washington  township.  For 
six  terms  he  taught  in  his  native  township,  com- 
pleting eight  years  of  successful  work  as  an 
educator.  For  the  next  two  years  he  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  the  waiq)  de- 
partment of  the  Susquehanna  Silk  Mill,  being 
obliged  to  relincjuish  the  position  just  a few  days 
Irefore  the  completion  of  the  second  year  because 
of  failing  health.  His  next  work  was  as  travel- 
ing salesman  for  C.  C.  Seebold,  dealer  in  musical 
instruments,  his  territory  lieing  in  central  Penn- 
sylvania, for  one  full  year  having  charge  of  thir- 
teen counties  of  the  State.  Besides  selling  instru- 
ments he  did  collecting  and  helped  to  look  after 
all  the  office  work  of  the  concern.  In  the  spring 
of  1901  Mr.  Drumm  came  to  his  present  home, 
one  mile  east  of  Asherton.  where  he  has  forty- 
five  acres  of  fertile  land  whicTq  was  formerly  part 
of  the  Henry  Conrad  and  Jacob  Renn  properties. 
It  is  nicely  and  advantageously  located,  and  Mr. 
Drumm  has  made  the  most  of  its  {x>ssil)ilities  in 
its  development.  He  is  particularly  interested  in 
the  growing  of  clioicc  fruits,  in  which  line  he  has 
gained  a high  reputation  by  his  success.  His  pres- 
ent set  of  f)uilding'  are  among  the  improvements 
he  has  made  on  his  ]>ro})erty,  he  having  erected 
the  house  in  1896  and  ihe  liarn  in  ItiOO.  He  is 
an  enterprising,  intelligent,  wide-awake  citizen, 
and  has  been  called  upon  to  u.se  his  ability  in  the 
pulilic  service  as  well  as  in  his  private  allairs, 
having  been  tax  collector  of  Ids  district  .'ince 
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1902  and  being  also  township  treasurer  uinler  the 
new  road  law.  In  1909  he  took  an  active  part 
in  the  organization  of  tlie  Ashcrton  and  iVugusta- 
ville  Telephone- Company,  of  which  he  has  been 
an  officer  from  the  beginning,  and  he  is  serving 
the  company  as  secretary  at  present.  In  politics 
he  is  a Democrat.  He  and  his  family  are  Luth- 
erans, members  of  St.  Elias  Church  in  Hollowing 
Run,  of  which  he  has  been  deacon  and  trustee, 
holding  office  for  six  _years.  He  has  been  particu- 
larly actiye  in  Sunday  school  work  in  his  com- 
munity, having  served  as  superintendent  or  teach- 
er for  the  past  lifteen  years.  In  1910  he  was 
elected  secretary  for  the  district  Sunday  school 
convention. 

On  March  2-j,  1894,  iMr.  Drumni  married  Re- 
becca Geise,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Froena 
(Trautman)  Geise,  of  Jordan  township,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Grace  E.,  who  has  c^ompletecl 
the  course  in  the  graded  schools  of  Lower  Augusta 
township. 

John  Diiuvrir,  son  of  Charles  and  Christiana 
(Beck)  Drumm,  is  one  of  the  oldest  school  teach- 
ers, in  point  of  lengtli  of  service,  in  Xorthum- 
berlaud  county.  He  was  born  Feb.  24,  18G0,  in 
Lvkens  township,  I)auphin  county,  where  he  lived 
until  six  years  old.  His  parents  then  returned 
to  Xorthuniberland  comity,  settling  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  where  he  was  reared  on  the  farm 
and  obtained  bis  early  training  in  the  common 
schools.  Later  he  attended  the  summer  normal 
school  held  by  Prof.  Saul  Shipman,  at  Aiigusta- 
ville,  for  several  terms,  and  another  summer  nor- 
ma), at  Ely.-^burg,  conducted  by  Prof.  W.  4V.  4Yolv- 
eiton  and  his  wife  Cbidistor  and  a Professor 
Boyer,  ■ where  he  was  likewise  a student  for  sev- 
eral terms ; he  also  studied  at  the  normal  school 
at  Milton,  conducted  by  Prof.  \V.  Wolverton 
and  a Professor  Geho,  and  has  taken  several 
courses  by  mail.  He  has  a State  teachers  perma- 
nent certificate,  granted  by  State  Superintendent 
X.  C.  Schaeffer  in  1899.  IMr.  Drumm  began 
teaching  in  the  fall  of  1880  in  Lower  Augusta 
township,  where  he  has  been  engaged  for  seven- 
teen years  in  all  ; he  was  at  one  school  in  Upper 
Augusta  for  five  years,  and  for  seven  years  in 
Rockefeller  Township.  His  long  continuance  in  the 
profession,  and  his  long  service  in  each  of  the 
localities  named,  would  be  sufficient  evidence  of 
his  ability  and  of  the  confidence  he  has  inspired 
in  his  methods  and  results.  Tlioroughlv  prepared 
for  his  work,  progressive,  conscientious,  and  hav- 
ing the  true  love  for  teacliing  which  is  one  of  the 
best  elements  in  a born  educator's  make-up,  he 
has  followed  his  ]irofession  with’  an  earnestness 
which  would  insure  success  in  any  line.  As  a 
farmer  he  is  well  known  in  his  comniunity,  own- 
ing and  (ultivating  a large  tract  of  190  acres 
situated  four  miles  "soiitli  of  Sunbiin',  what  was 
formerly  the  honiesteail  of  Henry  Shipe,  in  whoso 


family  it  had  been  owned  for  several  generations. 
The  present  house  and  barn  thereon  were  built 
by  the  Shipes. 

iMr.  Drumm  ser\ecl  ten  years  as  justice  of  the^ 
peace,  refusing  a reiioniination  in  the  spring  of 
1910.  He  is  prominent  and  well  known  in  the 
councils  of  the  Republican  party,  in  rvliich  he  has 
beeir  an  efficient  worker  for  many  years,  and  has 
traveled  all  over  the  county  in  its  interest,  his 
services  being  highly  valued. 

In  188d  l\[r.  Drumm  marrie<I  Lydia  Trego,  who 
died  April  13,  189G,  aged  thirt\--two  years,  two 
months,  fourteen  days.  Five  children  were  born 
to  this  union,  as  follows:  William,  Josephine, 
Mary  Alice,  George  and  Daniel  E.  Mr.  Drumm 
and  his  family  Avorship  at  the  Lutheran  Church, 
which  he  has  served  as  deacon.  For  two  years 
he  was  president  of  the  Luther  Ijcague,  and  he 
has  also  served  as  secretary  of  the  church  council. 

Jacob  E.  Druvivt,  son  of  Charles  and  Christi- 
ana (Beck)  Drumm,  Avas  born  July  1,  18Go,  on 
the  farm  at  Mile  Run,  in  LoAver  Augusta  toAvn- 
ship,  Avhere  he  noAv  lives.  There  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, meantime  receiving  a practical  training  to 
farm  life  as  Avell  as  a good  foTindation  for  his 
education  in  the  local  public  schools.  Later  he 
attended  the  State  normal  school  at  Bloomsburg, 
Avhere  he  perfected  himself  in  the  elementary 
branches,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  he  Avas 
licensed  to  teach,  entering  the  profession  in  which 
so  many  of  his  family  have  won  success  and  repu- 
tation. In  the  fall  of  1887  he  began  his  first 
term,  in  Washington  township,  and  Avith  the  ex- 
ception of  one  term,  1900-01,  he  hasTteeu  engaged 
in  teaching’  c-onlinuously  since,  being  now  ranked 
among  the  veteran  teachers  of  the  county,  in  point 
of  service.  By  hard  Avork  and  nnselfl.sh  devotion 
to  his  profession  he  has  gained  and  maintained 
high  standing,  as  the  demand  for  his  services  in- 
dicates, and  he  desei’A-es  the  enviable  reputation 
he  enjoys.  Since  1900  Mr.  Drumm  has  been  sole 
oAvner  of  the  homestead,  Avhich  he  had  previously 
oAvned  in  partnership  Avith  his  brother  John.  Be- 
fore his-  father  acquired  it  it  belonged  to  Joseph 
Trego..  It  contains  seventA'-tive  acres  of  excellent 
land,  Avell  cultivated  and  improved,  though  Mr. 
Drumm  had  a severe  setback  in  October,  1894, 
AA'hen  his  barn,  containing  the  full  year's  crops, 
three  horses  and  three  head  of  cattle,.  Avas  totally 
destroyed  by  hre.  It  Avas  only  partially  covered 
by  insurance.  iMr.  Drumm  is  a substantial  and 
valuable  citizen,  though  ho  has  not  been  active 
in  the  public  affairs  of  his  locality  directly.  In 
political  matters  he  is  independent. 

On  Aug.  7,  1895,  Mr.  Drumm  married  Alice 
Gertrude  Culp,  daughter  of  I’eter  F.  and  .Ynna 
(Heilman)  Culp,  of  Rockefeller  toAvnship,  and 
granddaughter  of  Daniel  Heilman,  of  LoAA’er  Au- 
gusta. ^Irs.  Di’Annm  has  been  Avell  educated,  and 
llmugh  she  has  never  taught  school  received  a 
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license  w^ien  nineteen  years  old ; she  obtained  three 
certificates.  An  accomplished  musician,  she  has 
played  the  organ  for  church  and  Sunday  school 
since  she  was  fifteen  years  old,  and  since  1904: 
has  been  organist  for  the  Hollowing  Run  Luth- 
eran Church;  she  also  plays  for  the  United  Breth- 
ren Sunday  school,  and  gives  lessons  on  the  or- 
gan. Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Drumm,  namely : Edna,  Dora  (who  has  com- 
pleted the  course  in  the  graded  schools  of  Lower 
Augusta  township).  Clyde,  Arthur  (who  died 
when  two  and  a half  years  old),  a daughter  that 
died  in  infancy,  Franklin  and  Elizabeth.  Mr. 
Dr\unm  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church  at  Hollowing  Run. 

GEORGE  F.  WISIf  has  l>een  engaged  in  tailor- 
ing in  the  borough  of  Sunbury  since  187.2,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  respected  residents 
of  that  place.  Mr.  Wise  was  born  April  28,  185-5, 
in  Juniata  county.  Pa.,  son  of  William  Wise, 
who  was  also  a tailor  by  occupation,  and  was  but 
a youth  when  he  came  to  Sunbury,  in  1872.  Here 
he  has  since  ]iiade  his  home,  and  his  industrious 
life  and  upright  character  have  gained  him  the 
esteem  of  ail  who  know  him.  He  is  at  present 
serving  as  a member  of  the  school  board  of  Sun- 
bury. 

f)n  Oct.  2,  1879,  IMr.  Wise  was  married  to  Mary 
A.  IFeiser,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Martha  (Potts) 
MYiser,  and  a direct  descendant  of  Conrad  Weiser, 
the  famous  pioneer  and  Indian  interpreter.  IMr. 
and  Mrs.  Wise  have  had  the  following  named 
children:  William  J.,  Sarah  L.,  Rachel  L.  and  Ida 
Leah  (twins)  and  Myrtle  S.  The*  son,  who  has 
taken  up  his  fatheFs  calling,  married  Adda  Heff- 
ner, and  they  live  in  Sunbury;  they  have  two 
children,  .Charles  J.  and  'William  M.  Rachel  L. 
and  Ida  Leah  Wise,  twin  daughters  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  F.  Wise,  are  singers  of  considerable 
local  reputation,  and  they  sang  at  the  exercises  in 
connection  with  the  unveiling  of  the  monument 
at  Fort  Augaista,  Sunbury,  in  1907.  As  they 
were  direct  descendants  of  Conrad  Weiser,  the 
principal  figure  in  the  erection  of  this  historic 
old  fort,  in  1756,  their  participation  in  the  cere- 
monies was  particularly  appropriate.  The  Wise 
family  are  Lutherans  in  religious  connection. 

WILLARD  I).  LEIBY,  proprietor  of  Leibv'.^ 
Rest,' which  is  situated  near  the  Pennsylvania  rail- 
road station  in  Sunbury,  has  been  a resident  of 
the  borough  since  1898  and  established  himself 
in  business  at  his  present  location  in  1904.  He 
is  a native  of  Union  county,  Pa.,  born  Dec.  6, 
1878,  son  of  William  A.  Leiby. 

The  Leiby  family  is  of  good  old  Berks  countv 
fitock  and  of  Swiss  origin.  Early  in  the  eighteenth 
century  the  progoiitors  of  the  family  in  America 
left  their  native  country,  .Svitzerland,  to  go  to 


South  America,  but  people  along  the  Rhine  river, 
to  which  place  they  came  in  their  journey,  ad- 
vised the  wife  not  to  go  there.  One  night,  while 
they  were  at  the  Rhine,  she  entreated  her  hus- 
l)and  so  earnestly  not  to  go,  because  people  had 
told  her  they  would  forever  he  sorry,  that  he 
abandoned  the  trip,  and  so  they  remained  for 
twenty  years  in  the  Rhine  country,  in  Germany. 
In  1733  they  came  to  America  on  the  good  ship 
"Samuel,”  f|ualifying  at  Philadelphia  Aug.  17, 
1733.  Rupp  in  his  30,000  names  of  immigrants 
gives  the  pioneer's  name  as  Friederich  Leiby,  and 
the  second  series  of  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Yol. 
XYII,  also  gives  the  name  Frederick  Leiby;  but 
the  tax  list  of  Greenwich  township  (Berks  Co.. 
Pa.)  for  1754,  published  in  Rupp's  history  of  the 
county,  gives  the  name  as  “Dietrich"  Leiby,  which 
jirobably  was'  an  error.  The  names  Friederich  and 
Dietrich  might  sound  nearly  alike  to  the  untrained 
ear.  Rupp  in  his  30,000  names  records  the  fol- 
lowing: Palatines  imported  in  the  ship  “Samuel,” 
of  London,  Hugh  Percy,  master,  from  Rotterdam, 
last  from  Deal,  males,  eighty-nine  above  sixteen ; 
females,  eighty-six ; males  under  sixteen,  fifty- 
four ; females,  sixty-two;  in  all  291. 

It  appears  that  Frederick  Leiby  died  about 
1754,  as  the  tax  list  has  this  item:  “Frederick 
Leiby's  "Widow,”  and  also  the  names  of  their  chil- 
dren: George  Michael  Leiby  and  Jacob  Leiby. 
The  latter  was  assessed  six  pounds  tax,  and  his 
younger  brother  and  widoued  mother  each  five 
pounds  in  1754.  The  descendants  of  Frederick 
Leiby  are  cpiite  numerous  and  are  scattered  all 
over  Pennsylvania  as  well  as  in  other  States.  In 
central  Pennsylvania  are  settled  several  branches 
of  this  family.  The  pioneers  are  buried  at  Dun- 
kek's  church,  in  Greenwich  township,  Berks  county, 
and  were  members  of  the  German  Reformed  con- 
gregation. Willard  D.  Leiby  is  a grandson  of 
David  Leib_v,  both  of  whose  grandfathers  served 
as  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  pa- 
ternal grandparents  of  David  Leiby  lived  in  .A.1- 
l)anv  township,  Berks  county,  where  their  son 
John  J.  Leiby,  father  of  David,  was  born  and 
reared.  On  April  1,  1800,  .John  J.  Leiby  was 
married  there  to  Christiana  Xeifert,  a native  of 
the  same  township,  daughter  of  Jacol)  and  Eliza 
( Stumnin)  Xeifert.  In  1811  Jlr.  and  Mrs.  Leiby 
moved  to  Union  county.  Pa.,  settling  in  Ifimestone 
(then  Union)  township.  He  was  drafted  during 
the  war  of  1812,  but  furnished  a substitute.  By 
occupation  he  was  a dyer.  A man  of  strong  and 
decided  character,  he  acquired  great  infiuence  in 
the  community,  was  chosen  to  various  local  ofilces, 
and  was  also  prominent  in  religious  circles,  for 
twenty-five  years  serving  as  elder  in  th.e  Reformed 
Church.  In  early  life  he  was  a r>emocrat.  later 
joining  the  anti-Mason  faction  and  eventually  be- 
cotning  a Y’hig.  He  died  March  22.  185ti,  aged 
eighty-one  years,  nine  montlis,  and  his  wife  died 
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July  8,  ISu?.  in  l)or  >(■'.  LUity-eigiith  year.  Tliey 
were  the  parents  of  six  children : George,  born 
Xov.  11,  180‘2,  died  in  1ST2  in  Union  county; 
John,  born  Jaij.  -1,  180o,  died  in  Mifflinburg  in 
1872,  eleven  weeks  from  the  time  of  his  brothers 
death;  Mary,  born  Jan.  12,  1809,  married  John 
Benner,  and  died  in  Buffalo  township.  Union 
county,  in  18Go  ; Jacob,  born  May  16,  1812,  died 
in  Limestone  township.  Union  county,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-one:  Catharine,  born  Dec.  d,  1811, 
married  dolm  E'er  man,  and  died  in  Snyder  county, 
Pa.,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three ; David  was  the 
3miuigest  of  the  family. 

David  Leiby  was  born  Jan.  11,  1819,  in  L'nion 
county,  and  there  spent  his  entire  life.  At  the 
time  of  his  birth  his  parents  were  residing  in 
Union  (now  Limestone)  township,  and  there  he 
lived  until  1857,  when  he  settled  at  the  home  in 
Kelly  township,  near  Lewisburg,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  living  to  a venerable 
age.  He  \vas  the  last  survivor  of  his  parents’ 
family.  Mr.  I.,eiby’s  fine  farm  was  first  settled 
in  1769,  by  William  Patterson,  and  he  purchased 
it  from  d'homas  Comley.  iMr.  Leiby  was  consid- 
ered a good  manager,  and  was  one  of  the  best 
farmers  in  his  section,  and  he  was  also  one  of  the 
useful  citizens  of  his  day,  serving  as  overseer  of 
the  poor  and  as  supervisor.  He  took  a prominent 
part  in  local  politics  as  a member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  in  religious  faith  was  a Lutheran, 
and  for  many  years  of  his  active  life  held  office 
as  deacon  and  elder  in  the  church. 

On  Feb.  15,  1811,  Mr.  Leiby  married  Elizabeth 
Moyer,  who  was  born  in  1820  in  East  Buffalo  town- 
ship, Union  county,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah 
(Gemberling)  ]\[oyer.  Her  father  was  born  in  L^n- 
ion  county,  where  he  became  an  extensive  farmer 
and  landowner  and  a pronnnent  citizen ; her  moth- 
er was  a native  of  Snyder  county;  both  died  in 
Union  county.  ^Irs.  Leiby  died  Aug.  29,  1892, 
the  mother  of  six  children,  namely:  William  A., 
born  Jan.  5,  1815,  conducted  a grocery  and  meat 
market  at  Lewisburg,  Lmion  county,  and  later  had 
a restaurant  at  Sunburv,  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty; Sarah  J..  born  March  30,  1816,  married 
(ieorge  X'oll,  a farmer  of  Kelly  township,  llnion 
county l\rargaret  Matilda,  born  Dec.  29,  1850, 
made  her  liome  with  her  father,  for  whom  she 
cared  faithfully  in  his  declining  years;  Harriet 
C.,  born  July  1,  1853,  married  Charles  A.  iMoll; 
John  F.,  boin  Sept.  11,  1857,  died  March  21. 
1858;  Marv  C.,  l)orn  ilarch  15,  1860,  died  ^farch 
16,  1861. 

William  A.  Leil>y  was  born  in  Limestone  toum- 
ship.  Union  C’o.,  Pa.,  Jan.  5,  1815,  and  received 
a public  school  education.  He  followed  farming 
and  the  cattle  business  in  Union  county,  and  com- 
ing to  Sunburv  in  1898  engaged  in  the  restaurant 
business,  where  the  •‘Aldine  Hotel”  now  stands, 
for  five  and  a half  year=.  H(‘  Uill  resides  in  Sun- 


t)’jrv. He  married  Otillia  Pollender  dauithter  of 
Frederick  Pollender,  and  she  died  Itec.  11,  1909. 
They  had  four  children,  Maynard,  AVillard  D., 
Sarah  (married  Harry  Shuck)  and  Jennie  May 
(married  John  iM.  Stclfen). 

Willard  D.  Leiby  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Lewisburg,  attending  the  high 
school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1896.  He 
assisted  his  father  in  his  butcher  business  there, 
and  coming  to  Sunburv  in  1898  was  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  a restaurant  at 
the  present  location  of  the  “Aldine  Hotel.”  In 
1901  he  established  his  present  place  of  business 
at  Xo.  12  Xorth  Third  street,  near  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad  station.  It  has  become  one  of  the 
leading  restaurants  of  the  borough,  being  conduct- 
ed along  strictly  modern  lines,  and  Mr.  Leiby  has 
gained  a- profitable  patronage.  He  is  obliging  and 
accommodating,  and  has  ’been  successful  because 
of  his  efforts  to  please  his  customers,  who  are 
steadily  increasing  in  numbers. 

Socially  Mr.  Leiby  holds  membership  in  Lodge 
Xo.  267,  B.  P.  0.  E.,  of  Sunbury ; the  Order  of 
Moose  at  Sunbury;  Aerie  Xo.  503,  Fraternal  Order 
of  Eagles,  of  Sunbury  ; the  Order  of  Owls,  Home 
Xest,  Indiana;  B.  P.  0.  of  Beavers,  and  Xo.  7 
Fire  Company.  He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  in  political  matters  a Democrat. 


Jacob  Leiby,  grandson  of  the  ancestor  Frieder- 
ieh,  was  a farmer  near  Duiikel’s  church  and  owned 
the  farm  now  the  property  of  Wilson  Heffner. 
This  was  one  of  the  original  Leiby  homesteads. 
His  ■wife  was  Margaretha  Dunkel,  and  they  had 
issue:  Daniel  settled  in  Schuylkill  county;  Jacob 
settled  in  Windsor  (now  Perry)  township.  Berks 
county;  George  had  a grandson  Oscar  J.,  who 
died  in  1907,  at  Heading ; Benjamin  settled  in 
Ohio ; Catharine  married  George  Heinly : Polly 
married  Heinrich  Dloyer;  Peggy  married  John 
Kohler ; Luzena  married  Isaac  Wagonhorst : Hettie 
married  Adam  Bachman;  Salome  married  Hein- 
rich Lenhart. 

Jacob  Leilty,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  Dec.  14, 
1798,  in  Windsor  township,  Berks  county,  and 
died  April  5,  1884.  He  was  a popular  man  in 
his  day,  and  being  possessed  to  a high  degree  of 
psychical  powers,  was  known  to  relieve  many  ail- 
ments of  the  flesh  by  the  laying  on  of  the  hands, 
for  which  he  gained  wide  repute.  He  was  known 
in  the  Pennsylvania  German  as  “der  ward  ful- 
briiucher  und  Ileckoa  Doctor.”  He  was  regarded 
as  a mseful  man  in  his  community.  In  1825  he 
bought  the  homestead  farm,  on  which  he  built 
the  present  stone  house  in  1829.  Isaac  U.  Leiby 
was  the  first  person  born  therein,  his  birth  occur- 
ring Aug.  14.  1830.  daenb  Leibv  also  built  four 
houses  in  Reading,  Pa.  He  was  a blacksmith, 
stonemason  and  stone  dresser  and  fanner,  an  all- 
around  good  mechanic.  He  played  the  flute  in 
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'Capt.  George  Heinly’s  company  of  the  old  State 
militia,  and  ahvays  attracted  marked  attention  on 
/battalion  days.  In.  1833  he  Avitnessed  tlie  ‘‘fall- 
ing of  the  stars,'''  about  Avhich  heavenly  phenomena 
he  often  ■ talked  to  his  descendants,  speaking  of 
lit  as  the  ‘‘snowing  of  tire  from  heaven.’’  He 
Avas  a member  of  St.  EeteEs  German  Reformed 
'Church,  Avhich  he  served  as  deacon  and  elder  for 
many  years.  Jacob  and  Ilannah  (Ulrich),  his 
Avife,  had  eleven  children,  viz. : Hettie  married 
Henjamin  Banks;  Jacob  married  xinn  Miller; 
Ephraim  ]narried  Roily  Strasser;  John  married 
Harriet  "Wagonhorst;  Hannah  mamed  Ephraim 
Miller;  Isaac  U.  married  Elizabeth  Mengel;  Jos- 
eph married  IMatilda  Fraunf elder;  Henry'  married 
Sophia  Berg;  Helena  married  Jacob  Miller;  Lucy 
.Anna  Margaret  married  Frank  Goldstein;  Joshua 
■ died  young. 

Isaac  F".  Leiby,  son  of  Jacob,  Avas  born  Aug. 
14,  1830,  in  Windsor  toAvnship,  on  the  farm  Avliere 
he  spent  all  his  life.  He  lived  three  fourths  of  a 
■mile  north  of  Yirginville,  in  Berks  county,  and 
AvaS  the  proprietor  and  oAvner  of  “Leiby’s  flagstone 
quarry.”  xV  stone-mason  by  trade,  he  folloAA’ed 
'that  occupation  for  some  years  at  different  places. 
He  sold  his  flagstone  in  Philadelphia  and  in 
Schuylkill  and  Carbon  counties.  Pa.,  many  being 
used  for  curbstones  in  the  cities  and  toAA’us.  Mr. 
Leiby  died  of  apoplexy  at  his  home  Xov.  13,  1910, 
;at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  and  Avas  buried  at 
Dunkel's  church.  He  Avas  a member  of  the  Re- 
formed congregation  at  that  church,  to  Avhicii  his 
family  also  belong,  and  AA'as  a Democrat  in  pol- 
itics. 

On  Feb.  .7,  18o.l,  Mr.  Leiby  married  Elizabeth, 
■daughter  of  Thomas  and  Catharine  (Gruber) 
Mengel,  of  Y'indsor  toAvnship,  avIio  survives  him. 
'They  had  a large  family,  namely;  Catharine 
Ann  married  Maldon  Miller,  of  PottstoAvii;  Han- 
nah married  James  Baer,  of  Reading;  Samuel  mar- 
ried Priscilla  Adam;  Mary  xknii  married  Alfred 
Stertzler ; Hettie  Ann  married  Jacob  D.  Dreibel- 
bies,  of  Yirginville ; Susanna  married  Thomas  G. 
Gruber,  of  PottstoAvn;  Elizabeth  died  in  infancy; 
Emma  died  in  infancy;  Jacob,  avIio  lives  at  home, 
married  Amelia  Schappell ; Sarah  died  in  child- 
hood; Thomas  died  in  childhood;  Milton  married 
Mary  Wagaman  and  they  live  in  Tipton;  Sarah 
E.  married  Horace  Smith,  of  Reading. 

CAPT.  JOHX  BRADY,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  the  early  settlers  of  the  West 
BrarPch  Valley,  was  tb.e  second  son  of  Hugh  Brady 
and  Hannah  Brady,  atid  Avas  Ixjrn  in  1733  near 
XcAvark,  Del.,  Avliere  he  received  a good  education 
and  taught  school.  He  came  Avith  his  paretits  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  soon  won  the  love  of  iMan' 
Quigley.  x\.t  tAventy-tAvo,  the  age  of  his  marriage, 
he  Avas  six  feet  in  hoiglit,  well  formed.  Avith  black 
diair,  hazel  eyes  and  a dark  complexion.  Fearless, 


impulsive  and  generous,  he  was  one  Avhom  friends 
loved  and  enemies  hated.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
the  breaking  out  of  the  French  and  Indian  Avar 
caused  him  to  enlist  in  the  service  and  defend  his 
country  from  the  merciless  invaders.  On  July  19, 
1763,  he  Avas  commissioned  captain,  ‘2d  Battalion 
of  tlie  Pennsylvania  regiments,  commanded  by 
Gov.  John  I’enn  and  Lieut.  Cols.  xVsher  Clayton 
and  Tobias  Frances.  In  1764  he  received  his 
commission  of  captain  in  the  ‘2d  Pennsylvania 
Battalion,  in  Colonel  Bouquet's  e.xpedition  AA'est 
of  the  Ohio,  in  Avhich  campaign  he  participated, 
and  he  took  part  in  the  land  grant  to  the  officers 
in  that  service  during  the  year  1766.  He  Acas  ac- 
tively engaged  against  the  Indians  Avho  made  des- 
perate’ slaughter  in  Bedford  and  Cumberland 
counties,  and  killed  many  of  the  settlers.  When 
his  regimeirt  reached  Bedford,  the  officers  drew  a 
Avritten  agreement,  Avherein  they,  asked  the  pro- 
prietaries for  sufficient  land  oir  Avhich  to  erect  a 
compact  and  defensible  toAvn,  and  give  each  a 
commodious  plantation  on  AA'hich  to  build  a dAvell- 
ing.  Capt.  John  Brad}"  Avas  one  of  the  officers 
Avho  signed  this  petition.  In  1768,  ‘‘urged  by  the 
restless,  mysterious  impulse  that  moulds  the  des- 
tiny of  the  pioneer  of  civilization,"  he  removed 
his  family  to  Standing  Stone,  iioav  Huntingdon, 
Pa.  The  folloAving  year  he  agaiir  clianged  his  lo- 
cation to  a site  opposite  the  present  toAvn  of  Lcav- 
isburg.  Pa.  At  that  period  titles  to  unerdtivated 
lands  could  be  secured  by  erecting  a house,  and  by 
cutting  a feAv  trees  by  Avay  of  improvement.  In 
this  manner  he  took  up  a vast  tract  of  land  on  the 
West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  had  he 
Ha'ccI  longer  he  Avould  have  been  one  of  the  Avealthi- 
est  men  in  the  State.  Owing  to  the  carelessness 
of  those  connected  Avith  the  management  of  his 
affairs,  his  family  AA'as  depriA'ed  of  much  benefit 
from  his  exertions. 

In  1776  he  took  his  Avife  and  children  and  be- 
longings to  Muncy  manor,  Avhere  he  built  a semi- 
fortified  log  house,  knoAvn  later  as  ‘‘Brady's  Fort.” 
It  Avas  a private  affair  and  was  not  classed  among 
the  provincial  fortifications.  The  spot  nn  Avhich 
it  stood  is  in  the  borough  of  Muncy  and  a slight 
elevation  in  a field  is  pointed  to  as  the  exact  plot 
(Af  ground.  After  Xorthumberland  county  Avas 
formed,  Capt.  John  Brady  Avas  appointed  fore- 
man of  the  first  grand  jury,  and  served  in  many 
such  capacities  afterAvards. 

Xot  sloAV  to  re.spond  to  the  call  to  arms  in  de- 
fense of  h.ome  ami  the  independence  of  the  nation, 
lie  marched  to  the  front  in  some  of  the  bloodiest 
engagements  of  the  Avar  of  the  ReA'olution.  He 
fought  Avith  Washington  at  BrandyAvine.  where 
his  tAvo  sons.  Sanmcl  and  John.  Avorc  Avith  him. 
and  he  Ava.s  Avounded  in  the  mouth.  'I'he  loss  of 
some  teeth  Avas  the  result,  but  he  Avas  disabled  by 
an  attack  of  plcurisv  and  sent  homo. 

In  177 -I  Coloml  I’lmdcett  made  hi<  famous  ex- 
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pedltion  to  the  Wyoming  Valley,  and  John  Brady 
was  one  of  his  ablest  assistants.  The  Connecti- 
cut settlers  claimed  under  their  charter  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Prmince  of  Pennsylvania  as  far  south 
as  the  -list  degree  of  latitude,  which  ran  a mile 
north  of  Lewisbnrg,  and  determined  to  enforce 
their  rigiits.  In  1172  a party  of  them  reached  the 
present  town  of  iMilton,  but  were  driven  back  by 
Colonel  Plunkett.  The  settlers  were  not  subdued 
and  the  contest  was  waged  many  years.  They  ad- 
vanced to  the  Muncy  Valley  and  made  a settle- 
ment wliere  the  town  was  later  located.  In  order 
to  punish  the  intruders  for  their  presumption  in 
occupying  this  part  of  tlie  West  Branch  region, 
blood  was  shed  and  lives  were  lost. 

John  Brady  was  a surveyor  of  laud  in  Cumber- 
land, Buffalo  and  Wliite  Deer  Valleys,  and  in  the 
possession  of  his  descendant,  Mrs.  Charles  Gustav 
Ernst,  nee  Mollie  Brady  Cooper,  of  Punxsutawney, 
Pa.,  is  a surveyors  guide  book,  entitled  “Tables 
of  Difference  of  Latitude  and  Departure,"’  for 
navigators,  land  surveyors,  etc.,  “compiled  at  the 
instance  of  a committee  of  the  Dublin  Society,  by 
John  Hood,  Land  Suiweyor.  Published  in  Dublin 
in  1772.”  She  has  also  an  account  book  which 
has  on  the  inside  of  the  leather  cover  the  words, 
printed  in  ink,  “John  Brady,  his  book,  Cumber- 
land County,  1765.” 

On  Marcli  3,  1776,  he  was  commissioned'  major 
of  the  battalion  commanded  by  Colonel  Plunkett, 
and  on  Oct.  14,  1776,  captain  in  the  12th  regi- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  Line,  commanded  by 
Col.  William  Cooke,  whose  two  daughters  became 
wives  of  two  of  Capt.  John  Brady’s  sons.  In  1778, 
on  the  invasion  of  the  Wyoming  Valley,  he  went 
with  his  family  to  Sunbury,  and  Sept.  1,  1778, 
returned  to  the  army.  In  the  spring  of  1779  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  join  Colonel  Hartley  on  the  West 
Branch,  and  on  the  11th  of  April,  1779,  was 
killed  by  a concealed  body  of  Indians.  He  had 
taken  an  active  part  in  efforts  to  subdue  their 
atrocities,  and  his  daring  and  repeated  endeavors 
intensified  their,  hatred  and  desire  to  capture  him, 
resulting  fatally  on  that  springtime  morning. 
With  a guard  and  wagon  he  went  up  the  river  to 
Wallis’  to  procure  supplies.  His  family  was  living 
at  the  “Fort”  at  IMuncy  during  the  winter  and  early 
spring,  and  from  his  home  to  the  provision  house 
was  only  a few  hours'  ride.  On  their  return  trip, 
about  three  miles  from  Fort  Brady,  at  Wolf  Pun, 
they  stopped  to  wait  for  the  wagon,  which  was 
coming  another  way.  Peter  Smith,  whose^  family 
was  massacred  on  the  10th  of  June,  and  on  whose 
farm  young  James  Brady  was  mortally  wounded, 
was  by  his  side.  Capt.  John  Bradv  said:  “This 

would  be  a good  place  for  Indians  fir  hide.” 
Smith  replied  in  the  affirmative,  when  the  report 
of  three  rifles  was  heard,  and  the  Captain  fell 
without  uttering  a sound.  He  was  shot  with  two 
balls  between  tlie  shoulders.  Smith  mounted  the 


horse  of  his  commander  and  escaped  to  the  woods 
uidiarmed,  and  on  to  the  settlement.  It  was  not 
known  what  Indians  did  the  shooting,  but  proof 
was  evident  that  a party  had  followed  him  with 
intent  to  kill.  ' In  their  haste,  they  did  not  scalp 
him,  nor  take  his  money,  a gold  watch.,  and  his 
commission,  which  he  ,wore  in  a bag  suspended 
from  his  neck,  his  dearest  earthly  possession. 
Thus  perished  one  of  the  most  skilled  and  daring 
Indian  fighters,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  es- 
teemed and  re.spected  of  men,  on  whose  sterling 
fjualities  and  sound  judgment  the  pioneers  of  the 
entire  settlement  depended. 

Carried  to  his  home  at  Fort  Brady,  which  he 
built,  and  is  now  within  the  borough  limits  of 
IMuucy,  his  heroic  little  wife  looked  the  second 
time  upon  the  blood-stained  form  of  one  of  her 
family,  her  son  James  having  met  the  same  fate 
on  the  8th  of  August  of  the  preceding  year. 

Laid  to  rest  on  the  hillside,  where  few  inter- 
ments had  been  made,  his  grave  was  well  nigh 
forgotten,  and  weeds  and  briars  hid  the  lonely 
mound  of  earth,  until  the  spot  was  identified 
through  the  efforts  of  a granddaughter  of  Capt. 
John  Brady,  Mrs.  Backus,  wife  of  Gen.  Electus 
Backus,  II.  S.  A.  Prior  to  1830,  at  Halls,  a heavy 
granite  marker  was  erected  bearing  the  inscription 

Captain  John  Brady  • 

Fell  in  defense  of  our  forefathers 
at  Wolf  Run,  April  11,  ITTO 
Aged  46  years 

An  old  comrade  who  was  present  at  his  burial 
pointed  to  the  site  and  requested  that  he  be  laid 
by  his  side.  His  request  was  granted,  and  near  by 
Capt.  John  Brady's  grave  is  that  of  his  friend 
Henry  Lebo.  The  Lj'coming  Chapter,  D.  A.  E., 
recently  honored  his  memory  by  placing  an  appro- 
priate marker  between  his  grave  and  that  of  his 
faithful  comrade. 

A hundred  years  after  his  death,  through  a 
dollar  subscription  fund,  raised  by  Mr.  J.  M.  M. 
Gernerd,  a monument  was  placed  in  the  cemetery 
at  Muncy,  and  unveiled  Oct.  15,  1879.  The  date 
1779  is  on  the  front  of  the  shaft,  the  name  “'John 
Brady”  in  the  die,  and  the  date  of  erection,  1879,. 
in  the  sub-base.  In  closing  his  oration  at  the  un- 
veiling of  the  monument,  Hon.  John  Blair  Linn,, 
of  Bellefonte,  Pa.,  said:  “To  Captain  Brady's 

descendants,  time  fails  me  in  paying  a proper  trib- 
ute. When  border  tales  have  lost  their  charm  for 
the  evening  liour;  when  oblivion  blots  from  the- 
historic  page  the  glorious  rentord  of  I’ennsylvania. 
in  the  Eovolution  of  1776,  then  and  then  onl_y  will 
Captain  Samuel  Brady  of  the  Bangers  be  for- 
gotten. In  })rivate  life,  in  public  office,  at  the  bar, 
in  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  House  of 
Pepresentatives  of  the  U.  S..  in  the  ranks  of  battle,. 
Captain  John  Brady's  sons  and  grandsons  and 
great-grandsons  ha\e  flung  far  forward  into  the- 
future  the  light  of  tin  ir  family  fame.’' 
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Capt.  John  Bi’ady  \va~  hn'omost  in  all  expedi- 
tions tliat  went  out  from  tlie  West  Branch  set- 
tlement, and  his  untimely  death  was  a sore  afflic- 
tion. When  the  inmates  of  the  fort  heard  the  re- 
port of  the  rilles  that  ended  his  life,  they,  Avith 
his  wife,  ran  to  ask  Smith,  who  Avas  Avith  him, 
where  he  was,  and  his  reph',  "‘In  lieaA  en  or  hell  or 
on  his  Avay  to  Tioga,”  shoAved  his  rapid  flight,  for 
he  did  not  wait  to  see  Avhether  Captain  Brady  aa'us 
killed  or  taken  prisoner.  His  was  a remarkable 
career,  and  death,  claiming  him  in  the  prime  of 
manhood,  robbed  the  earth  of  one  of  her  strongest 
sons,  and  the  nation  of  one  of  her  most  loyal  sub- 
jects, but  in  the  lives  and  life  AA'ork  of  his  children 
Avere  contimred  and  completed  the  blessings  and 
benefits  to  mankind  commenced  so  unselfishly  by 
him. 

Capt.  John  Brady  had  an  older  brother,  Sam- 
uel, Avho  Avas  also  a noted  Indian  fighter.  He  Avas 
one  of  the  two  men  avIio  escaped  from  Fort  Free- 
land at  the  time  of  its  capture  by  the  Indians.  He 
afterward  moved  to  Indiana  county,  Avhere  he 
died  in  1811,  after  having  spent  more  than  fifty 
years  in  defence  of  the  Pennsylvania  frontiers. 

Capt.  John  Brady  and  his  Avife  were  the  par- 
ents of  thirteen  children : Capt.  Samuel  Brady, 

the  noted  Indian  fighter;  James  Brady,  Avho  Avas 
mortally  Avounded  by  the  Indians  near  Muncy  in 
1778;  William,  Avho  died  in  infancy  ; John  Brady, 
afterAvard  sheriff  of  Xorthumberland  countvy.  and 
who  Avas-  the  father  of  Hon.  Jasper  EAving  Brady, 
and  of  William  Perry  Brady  and  Samuel  Brady, 
both  of  whom  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
AA'ar  of  1812;  Mary  Brady,  aa'Iio  married  Capt. 
William  Gray,  of  Sunbury:  IVilliam  P.  Brady, 
Avho  was  the  father  of  Col.  Hugh  Brady  and 
grandfather  of  Capt.  Evan  Kive  Evans  Brady ; 
Gen.  Hugh  Brady,  Avho  distinguished  himself  in 
the  war  of  1812  and  rose  to  a major  generalship 
in  the  regular  army  ; Jane  Brady,  who  started,  the 
first  Sirnday  school  in  Sunbury;  Eobert  Brady; 
Agnes  Brady,  Avho  died  in  infancy  : Hannah -Brady, 
who  man-ied  Maj.  Eobert  Gray,  of  Sunbury;  Jo- 
seph Brady,  avIio  died  in  infancy;  and  Liberty 
Brady,  Avlio  married  Maj.  illiam  DeAvart,  of 
Sunbury.  Cyrus  Townsend  Brady,  the  author, 
is  a direct  descendant  of  Capt.  John  Brady. — 
Contributed  by  W.  G.  IMuedock. 

HON.  SIMON  P.  M'OLYEETOX^,  late  of  Sun- 
bury, Avho  ranked  among  the  leading  attorneys  of 
that  borough,  Avas  one  of  the  most  successful  cor- 
poration lawyers  in  this  State,  and  as  a former  rep- 
resentative in  Congress  from  the  Seventeenth  Con- 
gressional district  AA-as  AA'idely  known  in  jthis  sec- 
tion. He  Avas  born  in  Eush  toAvnship,  Xorthum- 
berland county,  Jan.  28,  1837,  son  of  Joseph  and 
Charity  (Ease)  Wolverton,  and  on  the  paternal 
side  is  of  English  Quaker  origin. 

According  to  Avell  authenticated  tradition  three 


brothers  emigrated  from  Wolverhampton.  England, 
about  1700,  and  settled  on  Long  Island,  X’eAV 
Y"ork.  The  family  Avas  then,  as  noAAu  one  of  dis- 
tinction, and  its  coat  of  arms  bore  the  Avolf's  liead. 
The  descendants  are  scattered,  being  found  in 
nearly  every  state  in  the  Union,  and  many  are 
residents  of  Canada.  Many  members  of  the  fam- 
ily have  attained  prominence  in  business,  political 
and  professional  circles.  Of  the  three  brothers 
Avho  originally  came  to  this  country  Charles  M'ol- 
verton,  the  lineal  ancestor  of  Simon  P.  Wolver- 
ton, in  1711  moved  to  Hunterdon  county,  N.  J., 
Avhere  the  family  resided  for  several  generations. 

Charles  'Wolverton,  a descendant  of  the  Charles 
IVolA'erton  Avho  was  one  of  the  original  immi- 
grants, Avas  the  great-grandfather  of  Simon  P. 
Wolverton.  He  served  in,  the  AA'ar  of  the  Ee volu- 
tion. He  OAvned  a large  tract  of  land  in  Hunter- 
don county,  X”.  J.,  which  he  granted  to  his  son 
Isaac  on  Feb.  12,  1816. 

Isaac  Wolverton  Avas  born  in  Hunterdon  coun- 
ty,'N.  J.,  Aug.  11,  1777,  and  in  1800  came  Avith 
his  father  and  family  to  Augusta  toAvnship,  Xorth- 
umberland county^,  Avhere  he  died.  The  father 
died  in  Augusta  toAvnship,  as  did  the  son,  Avho 
passed  away  in  1855.  Isaac  Avas  a prosperous  and 
successful  farmer.  He  Avas  a Democrat  in  pol- 
itics and  served  as  c-ounty  commissioner.  He 
AA'as  a deA’out  Baptist  and  filled  numerous  offices  in 
the  church  society  of  which  he  was  a member. 
He  married  Lucretia  Chamberlain  and  reared  a 
family  of  five  children,  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. 

Joseph  Wolverton,  son  of  Isaac  and  father  of 
Simon  P.  "Wolverton,  Avas  born  in  Augusta  town- 
ship, Northumberland  county.  Sept.  25,  1803,  and 
died  in  Sunbury  in  the  eighties.  He  sirent  his 
lifetime  in  his  natiA'e  toAvnsliip  and  in  the  neigh- 
boring township  of  Eush,  and  Avas  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  He  Avas  a Baptist.  He  married 
Charity  Ease,  also  a natiA-e  of  Northumborhmd 
county,  daughter  of  Mdlliam  Ease,  Avho  Avas  of 
German  descent,  and  resided  in  Eush  township, 
Avhere  he  Avas  a farmer  and  also  served  as  a justice 
of  the  peace.  The  family  of  Joseph  and  Charity 
'Woh'erton  consisted  of  two  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters. Mrs.  Woh'erton  died  in  1862. 

Simon  P.  Wolverton  Avas  truly  a self-made  man. 
Starting  out  to  make  his  Avay  in  youth  he  had  as 
his  resources  an  unusually  brilliant  intellect,  a 
sturdy  physique  and  a constitution  AA'hich  .seemed 
to  have  been  built  as  of  iron.  From  comparative 
obscurity,  by  his  untiring  industry  and  his  jAcrson- 
al  merit  and  efibrt,  he  rose  to  a position  in  the 
front  rank  of  Pennsylvania’s  men  of  gTeat  attain- 
ments, and  all  Avho  kneAv  him  and  realized  his 
Avorth  as  a man  and  a citizen  rejoiced  that  he  Avon 
the  honors  and  the  success  to  Avhich  he  Avas  so 
justly  entitled.  In  his  youth  IMr.  Wolverton.  avIio 
bad  secured  a fairly  good  schooling,  taught  school. 
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receivin';  a meager  salary,  (letenniiied  to  earn 
enougii  to  pay  liis  expenses  through  college. 

In  his  young  manhood  IMr.  AVolverton  completed 
his  education  at  Danville  Academy  and  Lewishurg 
University,  whe're  he  doubled  his  studies  and  by 
hard  work  and  persistent  effort  accomplished  the 
work  of  the  junior  and  senior  courses  in  one  year, 
doing  that  which  ordinarily  requires  two  years’ 
study  in  a single  year,  and  graduating  from  the 
institution  in  18G0.  Following  his  graduation 
from  the  university  he  entered  the  law  office  of 
Hon.  Ale.xander  Jordan  in  Sunbury,  Mr.  Jordan 
then  being  the  presiding  judge  in  the  Eighth  Ju- 
dicial district  as  then  constituted.  lie  read  day 
and  night,  so  eager  was  he  to  enter  the  profession 
to  which  he  was  attracted  and  for  which  his  strong 
and  logical  intellect  seemed  so  well  to  fit  him.  As 
in  his  youth,  Mr.  AA^olveiffon  in  his  young  manhood 
continued  to  be  a diligent  student  and  a hard 
worker,  and  the  same  traits  of  character  served 
him  well  through  the  remarkably  successful  career 
he  enjoyed  as  a lawyer  and  as  a statesman.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  April,  1SG2,  and  im- 
mediately entered  upon  the  practice  of  law.  His 
practice  was  interrupted  by  two  periods  of  service 
during  thb  Civil  war,  the  first  when  General  Stu- 
art made  his  raid  into  the  State,  Mr.  AA'olverton 
raising  a company  of  emergency  men  (of  which 
he  was  captain)  who  did  effective  service.  AVhen 
a second  invasion  of  the  State  was  threatened  by 
Lee’s  army  Mr.  AA^olverton  again  went  out  as  cap- 
tain with  the  emergency  company  Icnown  as  Com- 
pany F,  3Gth  Pennsylvania  Pegiment.  The  com- 
pany was  nmstered  into  the  service  July  4,  1863, 
and  mustered  out  August  11th  of  the  same  year. 
■While  in  the  military  service  Air.  AVolverton  kept 
in  touch  with  his  law  business,  and  on  his  dis- 
charge from  the  army  immediately  resumed  it,  and 
he  afterward  followed  it  to  the  exclusion  of  prac- 
tically all  else.  He  acrpiired  a very  large  and  lu- 
crative clientage.  xA.  mair  of  even  temper,  of  in- 
domitable will  and  possessing  the  best  of  health, 
he  knew  no  such  thing  as  failure,  nor  did  he  en- 
counter. defeat.  As  a lawyer  Air.  AVolverton  was 
very  thorough  in  the  preparation  of  his  cases  and 
in  the  courts  he  handled  them  with  masterly  skill. 

Political  honors  were  forced  upon  Air.  AVolver- 
ton,  the  demand  for  his  services  being  of  such  na- 
ture as  to  be  imperative.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he 
was  elected,  as  a Democrat,  to  fill  out  the  unexpired 
term  of  State  Senator  ,\.  H.  Dill,  Senator  Dill 
having  resigned  to  bo  a candidate  for  governor. 
Twice  Air.  Y'olvert'ui  was  reelected,  and  he  served 
ten  years  in  the  State  Senate.  He  declined  a re- 
nomination in  1888  because  he  preferred  to  re- 
sume the  more  active  practice  of  his  profession. 
During  his  term  in  the  State  Senate  he  was  prom- 
inent in  securing  the  enactment  of  many  of  the 
most  important  laws.  For  the  ten  years  he  was  in 
the  Legislaiure  he  was  a member  of  the  commit- 


tee on  Judiciary.  He  introduced  and  secured  the 
passage  of  what  is  known  as  the  ‘Alarried  Wom- 
an’s xAct”  in  1887.  Air.  Wolverton’s  great  pop- 
ularity w’ith  the  people  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Sen- 
atorial district  may  be  estimated  by  his  election  to 
the  Senate  for  three  successive  terms  in  a district 
which  had  a normal  Republican  plurality  of  over 
1,000.  For  two  years  after  his  retirement  from 
the  State  Senate  Air.  AA’olverton  devoted  his  en- 
tire time  to  his  ])rofession.  Then  he  was  again 
obliged  to  respond  to  the  popular  demands  of  his 
friends  and  neigldjors,  and  in  1800  he  was  elected 
representative  in  Congress  from  the  Seventeenth 
district,  which  includes  Xorthumberland,  Colum- 
bia, Alontour  and  Sullivan  counties.  He  served 
in  the  Fifty-second  Congress  and  in  1892  was  re- 
elected, to  the  Fifty-third  Congress.  As  represen- 
tative he  .was  an  untiring  worker  in  the  interest  of 
bis  district,  faithfully  and  most  ably  representing 
those  who  had  so  strenuously  insisted  upon  again 
bestowing  upon  him  political  honor’s.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  his  second  term  in  Congress  Air.  AA’ol- 
verton’s  legal  business  had  attained  such  magmi- 
tude  that  he  realized  he  either  mu^t  abandon  law 
and  its  practice  or  give  up-  political  position.  He 
decided  to  abandon  polities,  except  as  he  might 
participate  in  political  affairs  as  a citizen,  and  to 
devote  his  entire  time  and  energy  to  the  practice 
of  his  profession. 

Xo  better  indorsement  of  the  great  ability  of 
Air.  AYolverton  as  a lawyer  could  be  put  forward 
than  the  statement  that  he  was  attorney  for  a 
number  of  very  large  corporations,  including  the 
following;  Philadelphia  & Reading  Railroad 
Company;^  Philadelphia  di:  Reading  Coal  & Iron 
Company;  Lehigh  Amlley  Railroad  Company;  Le- 
high A^alley  Coal  Company  ; Cox  Bros.  & Com- 
pany, the  largest  coal  operators  in  Pennsylvania ; 
the  Delaware,  Sunbury  & Schuylkill  Railroad 
Company,  and  many  other  corporations  of  less 
mag-nitude.  He  was  among  those  prominent  in 
organizing  and  constructing  the  Sunbury,  Hazle- 
ton & Wilkes-Barre  railroad  and  the  Shamokin. 
Sunbury  & Leu  islmrg  railroad,  of  which  he  w-as 
president,  and  which  is  now  a part  of  the  Reading 
.system.  Air.  Wolverton  built  the  Sunbury  & 
Xorthumberland  Electric  railway  and  continued 
to  be  interested  in  it.  He  was  also  interested  in 
the  Sunbury  Electric  Light  & Power  Company, 
the  Xorthumberland  Illuminating  Company,  and 
other  local  enu;rprises  which  are  of  a semi-public 
and  beneficial  character  as  greatly  aiding  in  the 
development  and  growth  of  Sunl)urv,  Ho  died 
Oct.  25.  1910. 

On  Alarch  23,  1865,  Air.  Wolverton  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Elizabeth  D.  Ileudricks.  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Hendricks,  of  Sunbury.  Tliey 
reared  a family  of  three  charming  children;  Alary 
G.,  wife  of  Biddle  *\.rthurs,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa.; 
Elizabeth  I\ . ; and  Simon  P.,  Jr.,  who  was  asso- 
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(••iatcil  with  and  succeoded  his  father  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  The  family  belong, to  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  ilr.  Wolverton  was  a iMason  and  an  Odd 
Fellow  ill  fraternal  connection. 

/ 

JOHXr  E.  BASTHESS,.  attorney  at  law,  and 
])resident  of  the  Guarantee  Trust  it  Safe  Deposit 
Company,  'at  Mount  Carmel,  Pa.,  was  born  in 
Shamokin  township,  Xorthumberland  county, 
Xov.  29,  I860,  a son  of  iMilton  Bastress.  His 
grandfather,  Solomon  Bastress,  resided  in  Mont- 
gomery county.  Pa.  On  April  6,  1830,  he  mar- 
ried Pachel  ^iiller,  of  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  and 
they  had  one  son,  Milton,  who  was  born  April  16, 
1833,  in  Montgomo-y  county,  where  he  spent  his 
early  life.  Coming  to  X'ortliumberland  county  he 
located  in  Paish  township,  following  his  trade  at 
M'olverton's  tannery,  near  Snydertown.  He  was 
also  a rural  mail  carrier  in  Push  township  and  be- 
came well  known.  He  was  a member  of  the  Ke- 
formed  Church  and  in  politics  a Republican.  He 
married  Catherine  Brocious,  of  Schuylkill  county, 
Pa.,  in  1857.  Mrs.  Bastress  now  makes  her  home 
with  her  daughter,  51rs.  B.^F.  Culp,  near  Snyder- 
• town.  Mr.  Bastress  died  iMay  25,  1900.  They  had 
these  children:  Minerva  E.,  deceased  wife  of  L. 

E.  Parry;  'William,  living  in  Shamokin  township; 
Samuel,  living  in  AYilliamsport,  Pa.  ; Alice,  the 
wife  of  Benjamin  F.  Culp,  and  John  E.,  whose 
name  introduces  this  sketch. 

John  E.  Bastress  attended  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  township  and  Central  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege, at  Xew  Berlin,  Pa.,  thence  going  to  the  Ohio 
Xormal  'Eniversity,  at  Ada,  Ohio,  and  graduating 
from  the  latter  institution  in  1886.  With  this 
preparation  he  felt  himself  fitted  for  the  duties  of 
schoolmaster,  and  was  employed  as  teacher  at  the 
Shipman  school  in  Rockefeller  township,  holding 
an  engagement  for  one  year.  He  was  next  in  Un- 
ion county,  near  Mitllinburg,  teaching  there  one 
term ; thence  went  to  Point  township,  where  he 
taught  four  terms,  concluding  his  career  in  the 
field  of  pedagogy  as  normal  school  instructor  for 
four  succeeding  terms  at  Dalmatia,  and  making 
his  final  how  on  retiring'  from  his  profession  after 
three  3’ears'  engagement  in  the  high  schools  of 
Mount  Carmel.  Ffe  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
with  Hon.  Voids  Auten  as  preceptor  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  XMrthumberland  county  bar  in  1892, 
and  since  1895  has  been  located  in  the  Samuel 
building  at  ilount  Carmel,  doing  a general  law 
practice  in  connection  with  his  numerous  and 
varied  enterprises.  He  was  one  of  the  origrinal 
directors  of  the  Mount  Carmel  Guarantee  Trust 
& Safe  Deposit  Company,  which  was  established  in 
1902,  he  serving  as  president  since  1906.  and  also 
as  chairman  of  the  finance  onumittee.  He  is  pres- 
ident of  the  IMount  Carmel  Gas  Company,  and  was 
at  one  time  president  of  the  Blount  Carmel  Iron 
Works,  of  which  he  is  still  a director.  He  is  so- 


licitor and  a director  of  the  People's  and  Central 
Building  and  Loan  Associations  of  Mount  Car- 
mel. 

II[X)n  the  formation  of  the  Bastress,  Yought  & 
Co.  organization  in  Brooklyn  real  estate,  in  1906, 
Mr.  Bastress  assumed  the  management.  Since 
then  tlie  Bastress  Vought  Company  have  merged 
with  another  concern,  forming  the  largest  and 
strongest  real  estate  concern  within  the  lim.its  of 
the  Empire  State,  the  management  of  which  rests 
upon  the  shoulders  of  .Tohn  E.  Bastress.  The  light 
and  power  plant  of  Cambridge,  Md.,  was  built 
and  personally  owned  by  Mr.  Basti'ess,  who  sold  it 
in  1910. 

Socially  IMr.  Bastress  belongs  to  the  I.  0.  0.  F., 
local  lodge  of  Elks,  K.  of  M.  and  P.  0.  S.  of  A. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Politically  dir.  Bastress  is  a Republican,  served 
one  year  as  county  chairman,  and  for  a time  was 
one  of  the  executive  committee.  For  twelve  v'ears 
he  was  solicitor  for  the  borough  of  Blount  Carmel. 

His  first  wife,  whom  he  married  June  10,  1890, 
was  Sarah  Brocious.  She  died  in  1897,  leaving 
two  children,  Edgar  R.  and  Clyde  0.  On  Jam 
16,  1900,  iMr.  Bastress  married  Blanch  M.  Green, 
daughter  of  John  Green,  of  Bainbridge,  Lan- 
caster Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

iMr.  Bastress  has  had  a busy  life  from  boyhood 
till  now,  and  in  whatever  office,  whether  as  tutor 
or  student,  lawyer,  banker  or  business  man,  his 
ambitions  and  capabilities  have  assigned  him  to 
high  places. 

JOHX  dUXIUS  REIMEXSXYDER,  A.  M., 
attorney  at  law,  Sunburv,  Pa.,  was  boAi  in  Au- 
gusta county,  Va.,  June  2,  1812,  son  of  Rev. 
George  Henry  and  Christina  Reimensnyder.  His 
father,  a gradrrate  of  the  University  of  Gottingen, 
Germany,  was  a theologian  and  author  of  note. 
The  family  has  been  a professional  and  literary 
one  for  more  than  a century  and  a half,  the  sis- 
ters as  well  as  the  brothers  being  engaged  in  edu- 
cational work. 

J.  J.  Reimensnyder  received  his  education  un- 
der the  tuition  of  his  father  and  at  local  academies. 
He  was  largely  a self-made  man,  but  went  over 
the  entire  collegiate  coui'se,  including  the  Latin, 
under  private  tutors.  He  was  a fine  German 
scholar,  frequently  acting  as  interpreter  in  the 
court.  He  was  the  first  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  in  X’orthumherland  count}',  laying  the 
foundation  for  the  system  of  graded  schools.  He 
served  in  this  capacity  for  six  vears.  He  retired 
from  the  ministry  after  a service  of  twenty-one 
years  because  of  a throat  art'ection.  He  received 
the  honorary  rlcgree  of  A.  IM.  from  Roanoke  Col- 
lege, Salem,  Va.  He  was  twice  nominated  for 
Congress  in  his  own  county.  He  was  elected  pro- 
thonotary  of  Xorthumberland  countv  and  served 
two  terms.  During  thi'j  period  he  was  admitted 
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to  the  pi’actice  of  tlie  law,  having  studied  law  in 
his  earlier  years,  Hon.  Alexander  J ordau,  president 
judge,  stating  that  he  passed  the  most  brilliant 
examination  oj;  any  applicant  in  his  experience. 
In  1838  he  was  married  to  Susan  Margaret  Bryan, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Bryan,  the  first  captain  in 
the  war  of  181‘h  He  was  the  father  of  eight  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  received  a liberal  education. 
Of  the  five  sons  two  practiced  law,  two  became 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  and  one  was  a druggist. 
Hon.  J.  J.  Keimensnvder  died  in  Sunbury  May 
2,  1899. 

Cornelius  lieimensnyder,  the  eldest  son,  prac- 
ticed law  in  the  West. 

Rev.  J.  B.  Reimensnyder,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  the 
second  son,  has  been  for  the  past  twent}’-six  years 
pastor  in  Xew  York  City,  and  was  this  year 
(1911)  elected  president  of  the  General  Synod 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States  at 
its  session  in  AVashington,  D.  C. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Reimensnyder,  D.  D.,  pastor  of  Trin- 
ity Lutheran  Church,  Milton,  Pa.,  is  the  third  son. 
He  was  born  at  Smithsburg,  Washington  Co.,  Md., 
Jan.  5,  1847,  attended  the  public  schools  of  Mil- 
ton,  and  prepared  for  college  at  the  old  McEwens- 
ville  Academy.  In  1870  he  graduated  at  Pennsyl- 
vania College,  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  taking  the  full 
college  classical  course.  He  then  studied  the- 
ology,  passing  the  best  examination  of  his  class, 
and  was  ordained  in  1871.  His  first  charge  was 
Espy,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.  He  then  served  as  pas- 
tor for  twelve  years  at  Lewistowu,  Pa.  On  Sept. 
2,  1911,  he  entered  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  his 
present  pastorate  at  Milton,  Pa.,  where  he  is  still 
serving  one  of  the  largest  congregations  in  central 
Pennsylvania.  During  his  college  course  he  was 
chosen  orator  in  the  great  literary  contest,  his- 
torian of  his  class  and  literary  society  and  speaker 
at  the  literary  anniversary  of  the  institution.  He 
was  two  years  president  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Sabbath  School  Association  and  seven  years  editor 
of  its  organ,  the  “Pennsylvania  Sabbath  School 
Review.”  He  was  four  years  chairman  of  the 
Sunday  School  committee  of  his  denomination  in 
this  country.  He  has  served  for  years  as  director 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg  and 
frequently  as  delegate  to  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  He  has  served  as  president  of 
each  Synod  of  which  he  has  been  a member.  He 
received'  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from 
Wittenberg  College,  in  1S9G.  In  1908  he  was  se- 
lected by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Gettysburg 
Theological  Seminary  to  deliver  the  endowment 
lecture  on  the  xVugsburg  Confession,  before  the 
Theological  Seminary.  He  is  a prominent  lecturer 
and  speaker  on  many  important  occasions  in  pub- 
lic gatherings.  For  tlie  past  ten  years  his  Sunday 
morning  sermons  have  lieen  publisiied  weekly  in 
the  local  city  daily  and  have  a large  circulation. 
He  is  a regular  contributor  to  Lutheran  periodicals 


and  the  author  of  several  books  and  pamplilots. 
His  books  on  ■’Reason,  History  and  Religion”  and 
■‘Ancient  History  and  the  Chronology  of  the  Bi- 
ble” have  a large  circulation  and  are  used  in 
teacher  training  classes  and  have  the  indorsement 
of  many  of  tlie  best  educators  and  professors  in 
the  church.  On  Sept.  2,  1873,  he  was  married  to 
Aliss  Clementine  C.  Creveling,  of  Espy,  Colum- 
bia Co.,  Pa.  Five  children  were  born  to  them, 
Anna  C.,  Mary  V.,  Luther  M.,  Thomas  C.  and 
Florence  I. 

George  B.  Reimensnyder,  A.  AL.  Esq.,  attorney 
at  law  in  Sunbury,  Pa.,  born  at  Smiths- 
burg, Washington  Co.,  Aid.,  July  27,  1849,  is  the 
fourth  son.  lie  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
and  academy  of  Sunbury  and  received  the  hon- 
orary degree  of  A.  AT.  from  Pennsylvania  College, 
in  1886-.  He  began  life  as  an  apprentice  in  the 
office  of  the  Sunbury  Democrat.  In  1863  he  en- 
tered the  prothonotary’s  office  at  Sunbury  as  dep- 
uty clerk,  retaining  that  position  until  1870.  Aft- 
er teaching  one  year  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
register  and  recorder,  in  which  he  was  employed 
nine  years,  seven  years  as  deputy  clerk.  This  laid 
the  foundation  of  his  study  of  the  law.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  Aug.  6,  1877.  He  rose  rapidly  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  until  he  reached  the 
higliest  point  as  an  able  and  efficient  attorney,  hav- 
ing a legal  practice  equal  to  any  attorney  in  central 
Pennsylvania.  He  has  been  a member  of  the  ex- 
amining committee  of-  the  local  bar  association 
since  1881;  was  borough  solicitor.  1888-89;  is 
a director  of  the  Sunbury  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit 
Company,  and  solicitor  for  that  institution.  He 
stands  high  in  the  church  and  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  laymen  in  his  denomination.  He  was 
president  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Convention  of 
the  Young  Alen’s  Claiistian  Association  at  its 
session  in  Bellefonte,  in  1881.  He  is  a director  in 
the  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  at  Gettysburg, 
Pa.,  and  associated  with  many  other  religious  and 
benevolent  organizations.  On  Xov.  22,  1887,  he 
was  married  to  Aliss  Clara  B.  Stackhouse,  of  Phil-- 
adelphia.  He  has  one  daughter,  Aliss  Lillian,  born 
at  Sunbury  Alarch  23,  1889. 

GOODWILL.  The  name  Goodwill  has  been 
closely  associated  with  the  coal  and  coke  interests 
of  Pennsylvania  and  AVest  A'irginia,  and  Sha- 
mokin,  Xorthumberland  county,  has  been  the 
home  of  the  family  for  many  years,  here  dwelling 
the  late  Robert  Goodwill,  founder  and  in  his  life- 
time president  of  the  Goodwill  Coal  & Coke  Com- 
pany of  AAYst  A’irginia;  and  his  sons.  Anthony 
G.  Goodwill,  now  a hardware  merchant  at  Sha- 
mokin,  member  of  the  firm  of  Bougliner.  Good- 
will & Co. ; and  AA’illiam  F.  Goodwill,  who  retains 
his  mining  interests. 

Robert  Goodwill  was  born  in  October.  1827,  in 
the  County  of  Xorthumberland,  England,  son  of 
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Anthony  C.  and  Margaret  (Fleeman)  Goodwill, 
and  was  tenth  in  their  family  of  twelve  children. 
When  but  nine  years  of  age  he  went  to  work  in  the 
mines,  and  at  thirteen  was  mining  coal.  His  home 
during  the  last  years  he  spent  in  the  old  country 
was  in  Scotland.  He  was  married  in  his  native 
land,  and  his  eldest  son  was  born  before  the  emi- 
gration to  America.  In  May,  1852,  Mr.  Goodwill, 
with  wife  and  son,  sailed  for  the  New  World,  land- 
ing at  Philadelpliia  on  June  30th  of  that  year. 
He  went  to  Gold  iMine  Gap,  and  was  employed 
there  three  years,  mining  coal.  From  there  he 
moved  to  the  Shamokin  coal  fields,  and  was  em- 
ployed at  the  Lancaster  colliery,  about  three  miles 
east  of  town.  In  1857  he  located  at  Trevorton, 
Pa.,  about  eight  miles  west  of  Shamokin,  where 
he  worked  both  as  a miner  and  contractor.  -At 
the  end  of  eight  years,  in  1865,  with  A.  -V.  Heim 
as  a partner,  he  leased  the  tracts  of  coal  lands 
three  miles  west  of  the  town,  tracts  that  were 
familiarly  known  as  the  Greenough  and  Bear  Val- 
ley tracts.  They  operated  these  until  Nov.  15, 
1887,  when  they  sold  out. to  the  Philadelphia  & 
Reading  Coal  & Iron  Company.  Heim  & Good- 
will leased  the  Diamond  Gas  & Coal  Company’s 
colliery,  and  the  Pentecost,  both  at  Eeynoldsville, 
Jefferson  Co.,  Pa.,  which  they  operated  for  ten 
years.  In  December,  1869,  they  acquired  a quar- 
ter interest  in  the  Monitor  colliery,  and  in  ^larch, 
1870,  disposed  of  this  interest  with  profit.  Dur- 
ing 1877  Mr.  Goodwill  occupied  the  position  of 
superintendent  with  the  Philadelphia  & Reading 
Coal  & Iron  Company,  and  in  1878  he  built  the 
Carson  colliery,  operating  it  three  years,  after 
which  he  retired  from  active  business.  He  was, 
however,- of  too  - active  a temperament  to  remain 
long  in  retirement  and  in  1886  he  organized  the 
Goodwill  Coal  & Coke  Company,  of  Philippi,  W. 
Va.,  and  leased  a colliery  from  the  Blue  Stone 
Coal  Company,  in  connection  with  which  he  ope- 
rated fifty  coke  ovens.  The  first  shipment  of  coal 
was  made  in  September,  1887,  and  the  capacity 
of  the  mines  was  increased  to  one  thousand  tons 
per  day. 

Mr.  Goodwill  was  reared  by  parents  who  were 
faithful  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  but 
he  departed  from  the  faith  of  his  fathers  and  be- 
came a ^Methodist,  being  a trustee  of  the  !Metho- 
dist  Churcb  for  fifteen  years,  and  of  the  Second 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  four  years.  In 
his  political  faith  he  was  a Republican.  He  died 
Dec.  17,  1899.  On  July  27,  18-17,  he  married 
Catherine  Wake,  born  Dec.  28,  1827,  died  May 
20,  1902,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Margaret  Wake. 
She  is  also  deceased,  and  both  she  and  her  hus- 
band rest  in  the  cemete.'W'  at  Shamokin.  Five 
children  blessed  their  union,  of  -whom  the  two 
daughters  died  in  infancy ; the  sons  were,  Anthony 
G.,  Philip  (of  Bramweil,  lY.  Y"a.)  and  William 
F.,  all  of  whom  were  members  of  the  Goodwill  Coal 


& Coke  Company.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Goodwill  cele- 
brated the  "fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  wedding 
July  27,  1897. 

-Antho-VY  G.  Goodwill,  son  of  Robert,  was  born 
in  Scotland  in  August,  1848,  and  accompanied 
his  parents  to  -Vinerica  in  1852.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  and  was  graduated  from  Dickinson 
Seminary,  at  Williamsport,  Pg.  He  was  only  nine 
years  of  age  when  he  worked  for  a time  as  a slate 
picker.  In  1869  he  became  a clerk  for  IV.  R. 
Ivutzner.  selling  hardware  and  dimgs,  remaining  in 
that  position  until  1885,  when  he  engaged  in  busi- 
ness for  himself,  at  No.  228  East  Sunbury  street, 
the  original  firm  name  of  Boughner,  Goodwill  & 
Co.  being  retained  to  the  present  time.  When 
the  Goodwill  Coal  & Coke  Company  was  incorpo- 
rated he  became  a member  of  the  company,  and 
is  still  interested  in  the  mining  business.  He 
has  built  up  a good  trade  in  the  hardware  business, 
and  ranks  among  the  leading  citizens  of  Shamo- 
kin. In  1873  he  married  Regina  C.  Klase,  of 
xishland.  Pa.,  daughter  of  Abraham  Klase,  and 
they  have  one  son,  Robert  W.,  of  Shamokin.  In 
his  political  faith  Mr.  Goodwill  is  a Republican, 
and  in  his  religious  faith  a Methodist.  Fraternally 
he  is  a Mason,  being  a member  of  Shamokin 
Lodge,  F.  & A.  IM.  He  also  belongs  to  the  B.  P. 
0.  Elks  and  to  the  Cresco  Club. 

IViLLiAvr  F.  Goodwih.,  son  of  Roliert,  was  born 
in  Dafiphin  county.  Pa.,  and  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  in  Dickinson  Seminary,  MTl- 
liamsport,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1875,  and 
taking  a commercial  course  at  the  same  institution 
the  following  year.  He  worked  from  an  early  age 
in  his  father’s  mines  during  the  summer  vacations, 
and  after  completing  his  business  course  became 
a bookkeeper  at  his  father’s  collieiw,  remaining 
until  the  business  was  sold  to  the  Philadelphia 
& Reading  Coal  & Iron  Company.  For  one  year 
he  was  employed  by  L.  M.  Shuman  & Co.,  gro- 
cers, and  then  became  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Derby  & Goodwill.  This  venture  was  followed  by 
three  years  in  the  mail  service,  after  which  he 
was  bookkeeper  for  J.  Langdon  & Co.,  at  the 
Neilson  colliery,  Shamokin.  In  1889  he  became 
buyer  for  the  Goodwill  Coal  & Coke  Company, 
and  in  1905  returned  to  Shamokin,  where  he  erect- 
ed a comfortable  home  at  <No.  153  North  Eighth 
street.  He  is  still  interested  in  the  mining  busi- 
ness, but  is  practically  retired  from  an  active  par- 
ticipation in  the  work.  In  1879  Mr.  Goodwill 
married  Ida  R.  Klase,  of  -Ashland,  and  their  chil- 
dren are:  John  J.,  born  iMay  26,  1885,  gradu- 
ated from  the  University  of  \*irginia  in  June, 
1908;  and  iM.  B.,  born  -Vpril  13,  1893,  a member 
of  the  class  of  1910.  .^bamokin  high  school.  iMr. 
Goodwill  has  never  been  an  active  politician,  but 
was  elected  in  1888  to  the  Sliamokin  borough 
council.  "While  in  "West  A^irginia  he  was  notary 
public  for  Alercer  county. 
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Y’ILLTA:\r  FIELD  SHAY,  of  Watsoutown, 
who  as  solicitor,  and  a former  chief  executive  of 
the  borough,  and  in  other  relations,  has  been 
one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  that  place, 
was  born  at  Xorthumberland.  this  countv,  son  of 
Pliilip  and  Mary  E.  (Wallis)  Shay. 

Philip  Shay  was  born  in  1813  in  Pittston,  Ken- 
nebec Co.,  Maine.  In  his  early  manhood  he  went 
to  Baltimore,  i\[d.,  to  assist  his  brother-in-law,  Ahi- 
athar  Field  (formerly  of  Brookline,  Mass.),  in 
the  establisliing  .one  of  the  pioneer  oyster  pack- 
ing houses  there,  and  in  the  interest  of  this  busi- 
ness 3Ir.  Shay  subsecpiently  located  at  Xorthum- 
berland, Pa.  Later  he  became  connected  with  the 
packet  company,  in  which  connection  he  was  pop- 
ularly known  as  “Captaiir'  Shay.  He  finally  set- 
tled at  Muncy,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile and  lumber  business.  In  1868  he  removed 
to  Watsontown,  Xorthumberland  county,  and  again 
engaged  in  merchandising.  He  became  one  of 
the  foremost  men  in  the  community,  in  official  as 
well  as  ‘ business  circles,  served  with  credit  as 
a member  of  the  school  board  and  in  1871  was 
elected  chief  burgess.  He  was  much  interested  in 
many  of  the  developments  affecting  tlie  early 
growth  of  the  borough.  He  was  one  of  the  cor- 
porators and  charter  members  of  the  Watsontown 
Bank,  was  appointed  by  Governor  Geary  the  first 
notary  public  of  the  bank  and  tovui  and,  at  the 
close  of  his  administration,  was  reappointed  by 
Governor  Hartranft.  For  eleven  years  he  accep- 
tably filled  the  position  of  postmaster  at  Watson- 
town, he  being  the  first  Presidential  appointee  of 
the  office,  serving  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Feb.  2,  188-5.  Mr.  Shay  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  influential  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Watsontown,  in  which  he  held  the  of- 
fice of  trustee  for  many  years. 

He  was  first  married  to  iMary  Elizabeth  Wallis, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  II.  and  Elizabeth  (Cow- 
den)  "Wallis,  and  granddaughter  of  Samuel  M al- 
lis,  the  noted  pioneer  of  the  "West  Branch  Talley, 
surveyor  and  land  owner,  who  was  so  important 
a figure  in  the  early  life  of  that  region.  By  this 
marriage  there  was  one  son,  William  Field  Shay. 
After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  ilr.  Shay  married 
Priscilla  i\I.  Llewellyn.  To  them  were  born  four 
children,  Charles  P.,  Edward  E.,  Mary  T.  and 
Priscilla  L.  The  mother  died  when  the  latter 
was  an  infant.  He  was  married  the  third  time 
to  Emma  J.  Stoughton,  and  two  children,  Frank 
S.  and  Emma  E.  Montgomery,  wife  of  James 
M.  Montgomery,  blessed  tlieir  union.  Frank  S. 
■Shay  died  in  1898. 

William  Field  Shay  received  liis  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools.  He  clerked  for  his 
father  as  a young  man,  and  subsequently  became 
a law  student  with  Oscar  Foust,  Esq.,  of  "Watson- 
town (now  Judge  of  the  Allen  and  Woodson  coun- 
ty, Kans.,  courts),  under  whose  instruction  he  re- 


mained three  years.  Soon  after  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  was  admitted  to  tire  bar,  and  commenced 
l)ractice  at  "Watsontown,  where  he  has  ever  since 
lieen  established.  He  has  been  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  all  the  courts  of  the  central  Pennsylvania 
counties,  as  well  as  in  the  Superior  court,  the  Su- 
preme court  of  I’onnsylvania,  and  the  United 
States  Circuit  and  District  courts.  He  became 
solicitor  for  the  Central  Pennsylvania  & ITestem 
(Susquehanna,  Bloomsburg  & Berwick)  Railway 
Company  at  its  inception,  and  has  held  the  posi- 
tion many  years.  He  has  been  solicitor  for  the 
borough  of  "Watsoiitown  for  many  years,  and  also 
for  the  Watsontown  Xational  Bank. 

Few  citizens  of  Watsontown  have  done  more  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  municipality  than  Mr. 
Shay.  Its  important  public  enterprises  have  had 
his  aid  in  their  fostering  and  development,  not- 
ably the  waterworks,  electric  light  and  sewer  sys- 
tems, and  educational  facilities.  He  has  served 
on  the  school  board,  and  in  that  relation  took  the 
deepest  interest  in  the  cause  of  public  education, 
serving  as  chairman  of  the  State  Association  of 
School  Directors  when  Supreme  Justice  John  P. 
Elkin  was  president  of  that  body,  and  succeeding 
him  in  that  office  in  1901.  It  was  through  his 
efforts  that  the  terminus  of  the  Central  Pennsyl- 
vania & Western  railroad  (now  S.  B.  & B.  rail- 
road) was  secured, to  the  town.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  town  council,  and  in  1906  he  was 
honored  with  election  to  the  office  of  chief  burgess,* 
the  nomination  and  election  coming  without  so- 
licitation on  his  part.  His  administration  was 
progressive  and  effective.  Mr.  Shay  has  acquitted 
himself  creditably  in  every  public  trust,  and  has 
justified  the  flattering  support  accorded  him  on 
every  occasion  when  he  has  been  a candidate  for 
official  honors.  His  public  spirit  and  intelligent 
insiglit  regarding  the  affairs  of  the  community  are 
l)est  illustrated  in  the  measures  brought  about 
through  his  influence.  On  political  questions  he 
is  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 

Mr.  Shay  has  long  been  an  active  and  prom- 
inent member  of  tlie  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is 
a member  of  Watsontown  Lodge,  Xo.  401,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  which  he  has  been  "Worshipful  iilaster, 
served  as  secretary  for  a long  period,  and  is  still 
acting  as  treasurer,  an  office  he  has  held  for  years; 
he  is  Past  High  Priest  of  Warrior  Run  Chapter, 
Xo.  246,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Watsontown,  has  been  sec- 
retary of  that  Duly  and  is  now  serving  under 
his  twelfth  annual  a]>pointment  as  the  Deputy 
to  the  Grand  High  Priest  in  the  Eighth  capitular 
district,  which  comprises  tlie  counties  of  Xorth- 
umberlaud,  Montour,  Columbia,  Union  and  Sny- 
der. He  is  also  a member  of  the  Council,  and 
the  Commandery;  the  A.  A.  S.  R.  and  the  Shrine, 
and  has  attained  the  thirty-second  degree.  He  is 
a member  of  tlie  Grand  Lodge  and  of  the  Grand 
Holy  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Pennsylvania. 
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For  a number  of  years  ^Ir.  Sha}’  has  been  a 
member  of  tlie  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  State 
Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Danville  and  is  now 
President  of  that  bod}'.  As  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee of  legislation  he  lias  done  efficient  work 
in  the  securing  of  large  appropriations  for  the 
improvement  of  the  institution,  now  having  the 
care  of  over  sixteen  hundred  patients,  it  being 
the  second  largest  in  the  State. 

He  has  been  foremost  in  the  general  State  move- 
ment for  good  roads,  advocating  the  log  drag  gen- 
erally for  dirt  roails,  and  the  building  of  the  more 
substantial  highways  between  all  the  towns  and 
other  main  points.  As  solicitor  for  Delaware' 
towmship  he  secured  the  two  roads  at  the  north 
and  south  of  Watsontown,  and  has  been  consulted 
and  has  received  departmental  approvement  of  lo- 
cal roads  of  great  moment  for  the  locality  in  the 
bill  just  passed,  contemplating  the  taking  over  of 
all  the  roads  under  the  care  and  management 
of  the  State  Highway  Department. 

"Wfith  all  his  interests,  involving  much  work  and 
requiring  much  time  for  their  successful  contin- 
uation, Mr.  Sliay  has  found  time  for  enjoyment 
of  literature  and  for  researches  into  local  historical 
matters,  in  which  line  he  has  found  pleasure  and 
recreation,  though  his  labors  have  been  serious 
enough  to  command  recognition,  a number  of  lead- 
ing articles  from  his  pen  having  found  their  way 
into  print.  He  has  compiled  and  contributed  much 
historical  data  Avhich  tvill  be  useful  for  future 
reference,  and  is  regarded  as  an  authority  in  the 
lines  Avhich  he  has  followed. 

Mr.  Shay  has  been  happily  married  to  Mary 
Alice  Hower,  only  daughter  of  the  late  Hon. 
Charles  Hower,  of  Selinsgrove,  Pa.,  who  Avas  a 
leading  member  of  the  bar  in  Snyder  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Shay  are  members  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  AVatsontoAvn,  and  occupy  a 
comfortal)le  home  in  tlie  beautiful  Main  street  in 
Watsontown. 

JAMES  STAEPETT  DOUGAL,  M.  D.,  of 
Milton,  Xorthuml)erland  county,  is  a member  of 
the  Dougal  family  Avhich  has  had  a representative 
of  the  medical  profession  there  ever  since  the  time 
of  his  great-grandfather.  Dr.  James  Dougal.  Avho 
was  the  first  physician  to  locate  permanently  at 
that  |K)iut.  As  a family  of  physicians  the  Dougals 
are  known  all  over  the  State  of  Pennsyh'ania, 
their  pers(mal  and  professional  Avorth  having  Avon 
them  unquestioned  standing,  maintained  Avithout 
interruption  or  diminution  during  the  century  and 
more  of  their  residence  here. 

The  Dougal  family  is  of  Scotcli-Irish  origin  and 
has  a history  Avell  Avorth  recording.  The  first 
of  wliom  we  have  definite  record  is  one  James 
Dougal,  Avho  came  to  this  country  from  Cooks- 
toAvn,  Ireland,  and  took  up  a large  tract  of  land 
in  the  Cumberland  A'alley.  Eeturning  to  his  na- 
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tive  land,  he  sent  his  son  Janies  out  to  look  after 
the  estate. 

James  Dougal,  son  of  James  and  Mary  Dougal, 
Avas  born  June  i,  1769,  at  Londonderry,  Ireland, 
and  Avas  a young  man  wlien  sent  by  his  father 
10  look  after  his  property  in  America.  The  ves- 
sel on  AA'hich  he  made  the  voyage  Avas  Avrccked 
off  the  coast  of  Delaware,  James  Dougal  and  a 
man  aaMo  later  lived  at  Muncy,  Pa.,  being  the 
only  two  ])assengers  Avho  Avere  saved.  Young  Dou- 
gal Avas  roblied  of  all  his  money  and  other  valu- 
ables and  left  stranded  among  strangers.  But  he 
was  a young  man  of  fine  personality,  and  being 
able  to  speak  French  Avas  given  a position  as  tutor 
to  the  son  of  a man  Avhom  he  met,  being  thus 
engaged  until  he  earned  enough  money  to  take 
him  back  to  his  native  land.  After  finishing  his 
literary  and  -professional  training,  graduating  from 
the  College  of  Surgeons  at  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
he  settled  in  CookstoAvn,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
and  began  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  mar- 
ried, and  his  two  children  Avere  L>orn  there.  But 
he  became  involved  in  the  political  uprising  led 
by  Emmet,  his  friend,  and  Avhen  Emmet  Avas  cap- 
tured he  escaped  in  disguise  to  the  United  States, 
leaving  his  native  land  Avith  a price  on  his  head. 
Being  a friend  of  the  Avell  knoAvn  Dr.  Priestley, 
Avho  Avas  then  located  at  Xorthumberland,  Pa.,  he 
Avent  to  him  for  advice,  on  the  strength  of  AA'hich 
he  settled  at  iMilton.  As  previously  mentioned, 
he  Avas  the  first  physician  to  settle  there,  and  his 
success  Avas  immediate  and  lasting.  He  soon 
(1803)  erected  the  stone  mansion  at  Front  and 
Mahoning  streets  Avhich  remained  in  the -family 
for  one  hundred  years  (being  noAv  occupied  by 
Dr.  E.  L.  Keiser),  and  continued  in  active  prac- 
tice until  his  death,  July  18,  1818,  caused  by  a 
fall  from  his  horse.  His  practice  extended  oAer 
a large  part  of  the  territory  noAV  embraced  in 
the  counties  of  Xorthumberland,  Montour.  Colum- 
bia, Lycoming,  L'nion  and  Clinton,  and  he  AA'as 
naturally  one  of  the  most  Avidely  knoAvn  men  in 
his  section  of  the  State  in  that  day,  his  broad 
mind  and  energetic  personality  Avinning  him  the 
friendship  and  esteem  of  the  forceful  characters 
of  the  day.  lie  retained  his  patriotic  spirit  and 
impulses  "to  the  end  of  his  days,  and  'during  the 
Avar  of  181‘2  sent  his  son  James  into  the  ranks 
of  the  American  army  to  fight  for  the  liberty 
so  dear  to  all  of  this  name. 

On  Oct.  It.  1793.  Dr.  Dougal  had  married 
Jane  Starrett.  like  himself  a native  of  Ireland, 
and  they  had  two  children.  James  and  Margaret, 
Iioth  l)orn  at  CookstOAvn,  Ireland.  His  Avife  and 
children  folbnved  him  to  America  a fcAv  years 
after  his  escape. 

Dr.  James  S.  Dougal.  son  of  Dr.  James  and 
Jane  (Starrett)  Dougal,  Avas  born  Oct.  7.  1794, 
at  CookstoAvn,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  Avas 
reared  at  Milton,  Pa.,  A\here  he  attended  schiAol 
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ami  also  received  private  tuition  under  ■ Ee\. 
Thomas  Hood.  He  read  medicine  with  his  father, 
and  graduated  in  medicine  from  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  -in  1817.  IVhen  his  father  died, 
the  following  year,  he  succeeded  to  the  extensive 
practice  and  continued  actively  engaged  in  the 
duties  of  his  profession  for  fifty-eight  years,  dying 
May  23,  1878,  in  his  eighty-fourth  year.  His 
reputation  and  patronage  were  widespread.  In 
politics  he  was  originally  a Democrat,  later  join- 
ing the  Pepublicans,  and  as  previously  mentioned 
lie  served  when  but  a youth  in  the  war  of  1812. 

On  July  2,  1818,  Dr.  Dougal  manfied  Sarah 
Pollock,  who  was  born  July  IG,  1799,  daughter 
of  William  Pollock  and  a sister  of  the  late  ex- 
Governor  Pollock,  and  she  died  April  1,  1873. 
They  had  a family  of  eight  children:  James,  a 
physician  who  died  at  Milton  Feb.  20,  1847: 
William  P. ; Sarah  Jane,  widow  of  James 
Gilmour  and  living  in  Milton : Mary  Lou- 

isa, wife  of  E.  H.  Duncan,  of  Washington,  D. 
C. ; Caroline,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  Hor- 
ace A.  Beale,  of  Chester  county.  Pa. ; Margaret 
P. ; Charles  Hammond;  and  Elizabeth  E.,  wife 
of  Eobert  Bailey,  of  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania. 

Capt.  William  P.  Dougal,  second  son  of  Dr. 
James  S.  Dougal,  was.  born  Dec.  28,  1823,  in  the 
stone  mansion  built  by  his  gi’audfathcr.  He  at- 
tended the  old  IMilton  Academy,  and  became  a 
prosperous  farmer,  settling  in  Union  county.  Pa., 
when  a young  man,  and  there  engaging  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  1860.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  war  he  gave  his  active  support  to 
the  Union  cause,  and  on  Sept.  4,  1862,  was  com- 
missioned first  lieutenant  of  Company  D,  150th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  better  known  as  the 
Bucktail  Eegiinent,  and  celebrated  as  one  of  the 
fighting  regiments  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  had  recruited  his  company  in  Union  county, 
Pa.,  where  he  had  his  home  at  the  time.  The 
command  was  sent  to  the  front  at  once,  and  did 
'notable  .service,  in  which  he  Iwre  his  full  share. 
He  was  promoted  to  captain  July  1,  1863,  on  the 
field  at  Gettysburg,  where  he  received  injuries  so 
severe  as  to  necessitate  his  retirement,  and  he 
received  his  discharge  Feb.  1,  1864.  He  became 
a member  of  the  fiim  of  Murray,  Dougal  & Co., 
which  was  organized  that  year  and  established  the 
Milton  Car  Works,  with  which  he  was  actively 
identified  until  the  year  1878,  when  he  withdrew 
from  the  firm.  He  lived  retired  thereafter  until 
his  death,  July  8,  1890.  He  always  took  a deep 
interest  in  the  advancement  and  betterment  of  the 
borough  and  was  instrumental  in  promoting  the 
success  of  other  enterprises  besides  his  main  re- 
sponsibility. he  was  a director  of  the  iMilton  Xa- 
tional  Bank.  His  many  friends  in  Milton  felt 
that  the  place  lost  one  of  its  best  citizens  in  his 
decease.  He  and  his  family  were  members  of  the 


Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a Ee- 
publican. 

By  his  first  marriage,  to  Sarah  Clingan,  of 
L'nion  county,  Pa.,  Captain  Dougal  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  C.  Lawson, 
Jr.,  of  Milton.  His  second  wife,  Agnes  (iMcCor- 
mick),  daughter  of  Eobert  and  Eliza  (Montgom- 
ery) McCormick,  of  iMilton,  was  a descendant  of 
two  well  known  families  of  the  West  Branch  Val- 
ley. Seven  children  were  born  .to  the  second 
union:  James,  Eobert,  William,  Eliza,  Charles, 
Agnes  and  IMargar'et. 

Charles  Hammond  Dougal,  M.  D.,  son  of  Dr. 
James  S.  Dougal  and  brother  of  Capt.  William 
P.  Dougal,  was  born  Sept.  20,  1838,  in  Milton, 
where  he  received  a good  preliminary  education 
in  the  common  schools.  He  then  took  a course 
at  Princeton,  graduating  from  that  college  in  the 
spring  of  1859,  after  which  he  began  to  read 
medicine  in  his  father’s  office.  His  professional 
studies  were  inteiTupted'  by  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  war,  as  he  entered  the  Union  service  in  1861 
under  General  Stoneman,  as  a medical  cadet.  He 
was  captured  July  1,  1863,  and  taken  to  Libby 
prison,  being  held  there  five  weeks.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  was  exchanged  and  assigned  to 
duty  at  Eckington  Hospital,  near  Washington,  D. 
C.,  where  he  remained  until  the  following  Sep- 
tember. 

Eeturning  to  l\Iilton  at  the  close  of  his  army 
service.  Dr.  Dougal  resumed  his  medical  studies, 
entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
graduated  in  March,  1864.  He  at  once  entered 
upon  practice  at  Milton,  building  up  a large  pat- 
ronage, and  fihding  himself  with  the  ability  and 
inclination  to  do  as  his  father  and  grandfather 
before  liim  had  done,  to  win  and  hold  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  the  entire  eommimity.  Such 
a record  of  usefulness  and  service,  of  well  sus- 
tained personal  and  intellectual  standards,  is  held 
by  few  families.  Though  a busy  man  he  found 
time  to  serve  the  borough  in  various  public  capac- 
ities. as  member  of  the  school  board,  member  of 
the  town  council  (for  three  terms)  and  chief  bur- 
gess. In  politics  he  was  a Eepublican.  on  na- 
tional questions.  He  was  a Presbyterian  in  church 
connection  and  socially  held  membership  in  the 
G.  A.  E.  and  in  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

Dr.  Dougal  married,  Jan,  4.  1866,  Annie  M. 
Oakes,  daughter  of  Samuel  Oakes,  of  Montour 
county.  Pa.,  and  they  had  two  children,  Charles 
(who  died  young)  and  James  Starrett.  Mrs. 
Dougal  died  Marcli  26,  1873,  and  on  iMarch  19, 
1891,  the  Doctor  married  (second)  Emma  Clinger, 
of  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania. 

James  Starrett  Dougal,  son  of  Charles  Ham- 
mond Dougal.  was  born  in  IMilton  Feb.  1,  1871. 
He  received  his  early  education  there  in  tlie  pub- 
lic schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in 
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18811,  after  which  he  entered  his  father's  office 
3ind  read  medicine  for  three  years.  His  formal 
preparation  was  made  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, from  whidi  he  was  graduated  in  1893, 
since  whicli  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  success- 
fid  practice  at  Milton,  keeping  up  the  traditions 
of  the  family  in  every  relation  of  life.  His  lo- 
cation is  at  Xo.  IdG  South  Front  street.  It  is 
sufticicnt  to  say  that  he  enjoys  the  patronage  and 
lank  wliich  the  Dougals  have  been  accorded  for 
generations.  He  is  a member  of  the  Lycoming 
•County  Medical  Society  and  of  the  State  i\Iedical 
Association.  Fraternally  he  is  well  known,  being 
n,  charter  member  of  i\Iilton  Lodge,  Xo.  913,  B. 
P.  0.  Elks,  and  a member  of  ^lilton  Lodge,  Xo. 
25C),  F.  & A.  iff.  He  is  a Republican  in  politi- 
cal sentiment. 

In  1900  Dr.  Dougal  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mary  Emma  Johnson,  daughter  of  31.  P. 
and  Ann  Johnson,  of  3Iilton,  Xorthumberland 
■coupty. 

EAGLE.  The  name  of  Eagle  is  synonymous 
with  progress  and  prosperity  in  Shamokin,  and 
the  Eagle  Silk  3Iills,  owned  by  John  H.  and 
Charles  K.  Eagle,  have  a reputation  that  extends 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  To  the  city 
of  Shamokin  the  mills  are  most  important. 
They  have  proved  of  inestimable  value  to  the  com- 
munity, affording  employment  to  more  than  six 
hundred  operatives. 

The  history  of  the  Eagle  3Iills  reads  like  a ro- 
mance. 3Iill  Xo.  1 was  erected  at  Edgewood  by 
Shamokin  capitalists,  and  was  operated  with  such 
indifferent  success,  closely  bordering  on  failure, 
that  in  189G  3Ir;  John  II.  Eagle,  then  a Xew 
Y'ork  banker,  was  obliged  to  take  the  mill  to  save 
himself  from  financial  loss.  3Ir.  Charles  K.  Eagle, 
also  of  Xew  York,  came  to  Shamokin  to  assume 
personal  management  and  his  executive  ability 
■soon  changed  the  balance  to  the  proper  side  of 
the  ledger,  and  spread  the  fame  of  the  mills  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  3Iany  extensions  and 
•additions  were  made  in  the  EdgeM'ood  mill;  in 
1898  the  Trevorton  mill,  employing  125  hands, 
was  started,  and  since  then  the  Rock  street  mill — 
modern  in  every  respect — has  been  built.  The 
last  named  mill  is  the  best  equipped  of  its  kind 
in  the  country.  It  is  a three-story  brick  structure, 
fireproof,  run  entirely  by  electricity,  each  loom 
Raving  its  individual  motor,  while  the  ventilation 
is  perfected  by  a blower  and  humidifier  which 
■change  the  entire  cubic  contents  of  the  building 
every  fifteen  minutes.  Tlic  rise  of  the  firm  has 
been  rhpid.  A wholesale  house  has  been  estab- 
lished in  Xew  York.  'When  the  3Iessrs.  Eagle 
took  the  mills  it  was  thought  that  local  capital- 
ists- were  fortunate  in  getting  rid  of  such  prop- 
erty, but  the  outcome  I has  proved  what  close  ap- 
])lication  of  hrain  and  energy  can  do,  and  both 
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John  11.  and  Charles  K.  Eagle  arc  looked  upon 
as  benefactors  to  this  borough.  They  are  both 
well  known  and  genuinely  liked.  The  mills  are 
now  managed  by  3Ir.  James  C.  Brown,  sketch 
of  M'hom  follows. 

JA3IES  C.  BROWX,  general  superintendent 
of  the  Eagle  Silk  31ilis,  is  a native  of  Scot- 
land, born  at  Glasgow  Oct.  25,  1870.  He  was 
brought  to  America  by  his  parents  in  his  child- 
hood. and  was  but  thirteen  when  he  began  work- 
ing in  the  silk  mills  at  Paterson,  X.  J.,  as  bob- 
bin boy,  for  $2.50  a week.  He  applied  himself 
diligently  to  his  task,  and  with  the  untiring  perse- 
verance and  thoroughness  of  the  true  Scot  learned 
all  branches  of  the  silk  manufacturing  business. 
His  reputation  spread  and  in  1901  he  came  to 
Shamokin  from  Phillipsburg,  X'.  J.,  to  take  charge 
of  the  mills  for  J.  II.  & C.  K.  Eagle.  Xot  only 
has  he  a thorough  understanding  of  the  manufac- 
turing end  of  the  business,  but  he  has  superior 
executive  and  business  abilit}q  and  the  mills  have 
prospered  under  his  wise  administration. 

3Ir.  Brown  is  a 3Iason  of  high  degree,  belong- 
ing to  Delaware  Lodge,  Xo.  52,  F.  & A.  3L,  of 
Phillipsburg,  X.  J.,  of  which  he  is  past  master; 
Eagle  Chapter,  Xo.  30,  R.  A.  31.,  of  Phillips- 
burg ; Shamokin  Commandery,  X'o.  77,  K.  T. ; 
3ViUiams]X)rt  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree ; Ra- 
jah Temple,  A.  A.  0.  XL  31.  S.,  of  Reading;  and 
the  Temple  Club.  He  also  belongs  to  Lodge  Xo. 
355,  B.  P.  0.  E.  He  has  a beautiful  home  at 
Edgewood. 

PROF.  SA3IUEL  B.  KX'ISS,  an  educator  of 
long  experience  now  engaged  in  teaching  at  Hern- 
don, XYrthumberland  county,  is  an  influential 
citizen  of  that  community,  justice  of  the  peace, 
active  in  church  work,  and  interested  in  all  things 
that  concern  the  good  of  the  people  generally. 
He  was  born  Sept.  22,  1852,  in  Upper  Augusta 
township,  this  county,  son  of  Peter  Kniss  and 
grandson  of  3Iichael  Kniss. 

. 3Iichae1  Kniss,  the  grandfather,  lived  near  Sun- 
hury,  in  Upper  Augusta  township,  v.'here  he  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eight}'- 
two  years,  and  is  buried  at  Lantz's  Church.  To 
him  and  his  wife  Juliana  were  born;  Peter,  John, 
Harry,  Samuel,  and  two  daughters. 

Peter  Kniss.  son  of  3Iichael.  was  born  Dec.  8, 
1818,  in  Lower  3Iahanoy  township,  this  county, 
and  when  a young  man, settled  in  Jackson  town- 
ship. where  lie  passed  the  remainder  of  his  long 
life.  His  death,  which  occurred  Jan.  21,  1898, 
was  sudden,  being  caused  by  a railroad  accident 
at  Shamokin,  this  county.  On  Sept.  12,  1817,  3Ir. 
Kniss  married  Lucy  Ann  Batdorf,  daughter  ot 
John  and  3Iary  Batdorf.  and  she  survives  him. 
lieing  now  (1911)  in  her  ninetieth  vear.  She  makes 
her  home  with  her  daughter  31r':.  Erdman.  hour 
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children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Kniss: 
Hattie,  now  the  wife  of  Eev.  F.  E.  Erdman,  of 
Eeading,  Pa.;  Franklin,  who  died  young;  Sam- 
uel B. ; and  Willie,  wlio  died  young. 

Samuel  B.  Kniss  was  reared  to  farm  life,  wliich 
he  followed  until  eiglitecn  years  old.  at  that  time 
taking  up  the  trade  of  painter  and  paper  lianger. 
He  has  continued  to  do  such  work  at  times  ever 
since,  but  for  many  years  he  has  been  well  known 
as  a teacher  in  this  vicinity,  liaving  begun  teach- 
ing in  1871  in  Jackson  townslup.  Up  to  the 
present  time  lie  has  taught  thirty-two  terms,  all 
in  the  one  township,  Herndon  borough,  where  he 
is  now  engaged,  tieing  located  in  that  township. 
In  1890  he  obtained  his  professional  certificate, 
and  in  1895  was  granted  a State  teacher's  per- 
manent certificate. 

Mr.  Kniss  has  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  has  long  served  them  in  public  capac- 
ities, having  been  assessor  of  Jackson  township 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  and  he  is  now  fill- 
ing his  second  term  as  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Herndon  borough.  He  is  agent  for  a munber  of 
fire  insurance  companies  and  has  done  consid- 
erable business  in  that  line. 

On  Oct.  18,  1877,  Professor  Kniss  married 
Mary  A.  Albert,  daughter  of  John  and  Amelia 
C.  (Stroll)  x\lbert,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
five  children ; Charles  S.,  Arthur  E.,  Myrtle  Y., 
Clarence  A.  and  Lester  C.  Professor  Kniss  and 
his  family  are  active  in  the  work  of  the  United 
Evangelical  Church  at  Herndon,  and  he  is  one 
of  the  pillars  of  the  church,  which  he  is  serving 
in  several  official  capacities,  as  trustee,  steward 
and  class  leader. 

GEOEGE  E.  HAXCOCK,  who  is  at  present 
serving  as  county  commissioner  of  Xorthumber- 
land  countjy  has  been  identified  with  the  public 
service  in  various  capacities.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business  for  several  years,  and  in  these 
different  associations  has  come  in  contact  with  a 
large  number  of  the  residents  of  this  section  and 
become  very  welt  known.  He  was  born  in  this 
county  June  15,  187?,  in  Coal  township,  near 
Shamokin. 

Mr.  Hancock  is  of  Welsh  extraction.  Thomas 
Hanc-ock,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  1819  in 
Pembrokeshire,  Wales,  and  came  to  America  in 
1849,  his  family  following  him  two  years  later. 
His  first  location  was  in  Dauphin  county.  Pa., 
where  he  followed  mining,  and  he  came  thence 
to  Xorthumberland  county,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed at  the  mines  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
active  life.  He  died  in  Shamokin  in  1895,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  is  buried  in  the  Sha- 
mokin cemetery.  Mr.  Hancock  took  an  interest 
in  the  general  welfare  of  his  adopted  community, 
and  served  as  supervisor  of  Coal  township,  where 
lie  was  a well  known  and  respected  citizen.  He 


married  Patience  Haines,  who  died  in  lSb9  at 
Locust  Gap,  this  county,  and  is  buried  at  Shamo- 
kin. They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  sons,  only 
three  of  whom  grew  to  manhood,  namely:  John,, 
who  is  living  in  Shamokin;  Edward;  and  George, 
who  lives  at  Mount  Carmel,  this  county. 

Edward  Plancock,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born 
July  15,  184(1,  in  Monmouthshire,  a county  on 
the  border  of  South  Wales,  and  died  in  Coal  town- 
ship, Xorthumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  Jan.  ??,  1911. 
He  came  to  America  with  his  mother  in  the  fall 
of  1851.  The  family  landed  at  Xew  Y'ork  City 
and  came  thence  to  Dauphin  county.  Pa.,  thence 
moving  to  Herndon,  Xorthumberland  county,, 
about  the  time  the  first  bridge  was  under  constnic- 
tiou  at  that  point.  The  next  removal  was  to  Trev- 
orton,  this  county,  whore  they  lived  for  three  and  a 
half  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  going  to  Big 
^Mountain,  in  Coal  town-fiiip,  where  they  remained 
five  years.  P’rom  that  place  they  moved  to  Beaver- 
dale,  in  Mount  Carmel  township.  Edward  Han- 
cock began  work  at  Big  Mountain,  picking  slate 
at  the  mines  for  alx)ut  four  years,  and  he  began  reg- 
ular mining  at  Excelsior,  in  Coal  township,  where 
he  was  employed  about  six  years.  About  1856 
he  went  to  Shamokin,  where  he  continued  at  the 
same  kind  of  work,  following  mining  for  about 
thirty-five  years  in  all,  at  different  collieries,  until 
his  retirement  therefrom  in  1900.  After  that  he- 
was  engaged  for  five  years  at  the  Luke  Fidler 
colliery,  as  machinist,  and  he  was  afterward  em- 
ployed in  Coal  township.  He  was  a very  active 
citizen  in  that  township,  having  seiu’ed  three  years 
as  member  of  the  school  board  of  the  to«mship- 
(during  which  time  he  was  secretary  of  the  board 
two  years  and  president  one  year),  one  year  as 
assessor  and  three  years  as  poor  director.  He  was 
a Eepublican  in  political  sentiment,  a member  of 
the  Methodist  Clmrch  (to  which  his  family  also 
belong),  and  socially  belonged  to  Janies  A.  Gar- 
field Lodge,  Xo.  16?3,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  to  the- 
Knights  of  Malta. 

On  Dec.  11,  1869,  ]\Ir.  Hancock  married  Sylvia 
Tiley,  who  was  born  April  16,  1848,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  Tiley  (her  parents  were  first'' 
cousins),  and  died  iMay  3,  1908:  she  is  buried  in 
Shamokin  cemetery.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  T\lrs.  Hancock:  Thomas  S.  died  when  two 
years  old:  George  E.  is  mentioned  helow:  .John 
died  when  one  year  old  ; .Jacoli  C.  died  in  infancy; 
Adam  D.  is  engaged  in  teaching  in  Coal  town- 
ship. this  county,  William  W.,  a hlacksmith.  lives 
at  home;  Oscar  ilied  when  three  montlis  old:  Sam- 
uel died  when  seven  months  old  : Benjamin  A. 
is  employed  with  the  York  Bridge  Company;  Eva 
iM.  lives  at  home. 

George  E.  Hancock  attended  public  school  dur- 
ing his  early  lioyhood,  but  ho  was  only  ten  years 
old  when  he  began  to  pick  slate  at  tbe  Greonbaciv 
colliery,  later  finding  empbiyment  at  the  T.uke  Fid- 
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lor  colliery,  fic  then  learned  the  barber'.s  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  six  years  at  Shaniokin.  his 
next  venture  being  in  the  hotel  business  in  Coal 
township,  at  Springtield,  where  he  was  located'  for 
four  years.  About  this  time  he  was  elected  Re- 
publican county  chairman,  and  he  was  appointed 
deputy  sheriff,  serving  two  and  a half  years  in 
that  capacity  under  Sheriff  Dietrich.  He  was  then 
made  jail  warden,  holding  that  position  for  three' 
years.  In  1901  he  bought  the  ‘'Van  Ivirk  House" 
at  Xorthumberland,  which  he  conducted  for  three 
years,  selling  out  at  the  end  of  that  time.  In 
1908  he  was  elected  county  commissioner,  and  is 
at  present  tilling  that  office.  During  his  residence 
in  Coal  township  ho  was  elected  to  the  school 
board,  of  which  he  was  a member  three  years, 
and  he  served  the  same  length  of  time  as  tax 
collector.  He  is  a member  of  the  Fraternal  Or- 
der of  Eagles,  the  Order  of  Moose,  the  Owls  and 
the  Red  Men,  and  his  acquaintanceship  in  this 
region  is  wide. 

Mr.  Hancock  married  Elizabeth  Perry,  daughter 
of  Lewis  Perry,  of  Coal  township,  and  they  have 
had  children  as  follows:  Olive,  George,  Violet  M., 
William  S.  and  Clinton.  The  family  are  Meth- 
odists in  religious  connection. 

GEORGE  :\I.  COXRAD,  of  Suubury,  a citizen 
of  that  borough  in  touch  with  its  best  interests, 
commercial,  official,  social,  and  one  whose  intelli- 
gent activities  have  made  him  a power  in  all  those 
circles,  bears  a name  which  has  been  identified 
with  this  region  for  several  generations,  .lacob 
and  Adam  Conrad  are  'shown  by  the  records  to 
have  been  taxables  in  Augusta  township,  Xorth- 
umberland countv,  in  1774.  In  the  maternal  line 
Mr.  Conrad  is  a member  of  another  prominent 
family,  the  Fasold  family,  the  branch  to  which 
his  mother  belongs  having  been  settled  in  N'orth- 
umberland  county  for  about  a century. 

At  the  Sunbury  courthouse  are  recorded  wills 
of  two  Jacob  Conrads.  One  lived  in  Suubury 
borough,  and  his  will,  made  May  20,  1811,  was 
probated  July  7,  1812.  He  purchased  the  laune- 
stead  on  which  he  died,  a property  of  150  acres, 
from  George  Harrison.  Mention  is  made  of  nine 
children:  Xicholas,  -lacob,  Peter,  Henry,  John 
(who  was  given’ the  homestead).  iMary  (married 
David  Melick),  Elizabeth  (married  -Tacob  Hen- 
brook),  Susanna  (married  George  Hall)  and  Cath- 
arine (married  George  Long).  The  daughter 
Susanna  Avas  given  the  plantation  where  she  and 
her  husband,  Gr^Arge  Hall,  lived. 

The  other  -Tacob  Clonrad,  farmer  of  Augusta 
township,  “being  sick  and  weak,”  made  his  will 
-Tulv  8,  1815,  and  it  was  probated  Aiur.  29,  1815. 
His  wife’s  name  veas  Catharine,  and  the  follow- 
ing sons  and  dangliters  are  mentioned:  Catliarine 
(married  -Tohn  Zerfoss),  -Jacob,  Elizabeth,  Henry. 
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-John  Xicholas  i under  ewentj-one),  John,  George, 
Peter,  Christian  and  David. 

Of  a later  date  is  the  Avill  of  Peter  Conrad, 
Senior,  pioneer.  avIio  lived  in  Augusta  township, 
Xorthumberland  county,  and  whose  wife  Avas  Mag- 
dalena. He  evidently  died  advanced  in  years,  and 
Ins  Avill,  made  iMay  do,  1837,  Avas  probated  d uno 
12,  1837.  The  children  Avere  : Jacob,  -John,  Henry, 
Christian.  David,  Daniel  (obtained  homestead), 
Catharine  (Mrs.  Wagner,  deceased),  Nlagdalena 
(married  Samuel  Kreager),  Elizabeth  (iMrs. 
Kreidinger,  Avho  lived  in  French  Creek,  CraAvford 
Co.,  Pa.)  and  Mary  (i\Irs.  Barger). 

Taking  up  the  early  records  of  the  Conrads, 
we  find  that  -Tohn  Conrad,  the  great-grandfather 
of  George  i\I.  Conrad,  owned  a farm  of  some  four 
hundred  acres  east  of  Sunbury.  This  John  Con- 
rad, born  Xov.  18,  1777,  died  June  11,  1839. 
He  married  Julian  Cooper.  Avho  Avas  born  June  1, 
1778,  and  lived  and  died  in  Augusta  toAvnship, 
passing  avvay  Dec.  22,  1841,  aged  sixty-three  years, 
six  months,  twenty-one  days.  They  had  children 
as  folloAA's : Susanna  married  Samuel  Herb;  Ann 
iMaria  married  Decaton  Herb  and  had  Julia,  ila- 
ria,  Daniel,  Decaton  ( married  iMrs.  .Maria  Diet- 
rich)  and  Samuel;  William  married  Susan  Huey 
and  (second)  a iMiss  BartholomeAv,  and  had  a son 
George;  Eli  married  Polly  Geringer;  George  mar- 
ried blester  Reeser : Daniel  married  a Miss  Wolfe ; 
Sarah  married  Samuel  Garinger;  -Julia  Ann  mar- 
ried Henry  Gass:  Catharine  (Kate)  married  a Mr. 
Cooper:  Elidia  married  a iMr.  Schrader;  iMolly 
married  'William  i\Iiller. 

One  Hemw  Conrad,  avIio  is  buried  at  the  Au- 
gustaville  Church.  Avas  born  Oct.  8,  1779,  and 
died  March  29.  1854.  He  had  a brother  -John — ■ 
possibly  the  John  mentioned  above. 

George  Conrad,  son  of  John,  lx>rn  Aug.  28, 
1808,  died  May  17,  1877.  He  owned  a large  farm, 
comprising  some  tAVo  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  upon 
Avhich  Avhat  is  now  the  eastern  portion  of  Sunbury 
is  Imilt.  He  married  Hester  Reeser,  born  -July 
20,  1811,  died  Xov.  11.  1886,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Catharine 
married  Albert  Beckley  and  had  four  children. 
Florine  (married  Charles  Zerbe),  Clara  (married 
John  Evert),  .Mice  (die<l  young)  and  Hattie;  Wil- 
liam died  young;  Harriet  married  I’h.ilip  Eckman 
and  had  a daughter  Esther;  Henry  H.  married 
Sophia  Fasidd  ; Gideon  was  the  next  in  the  fam- 
ilv;  Silas  marrietl  Ellen  Clark;  Amandus  Aaron, 
the  youngest,  married  iMary  Wise. 

Henrv  IT.  Coiuad.  ,«on  of  George,  Avas  born  in 
1843.  and  died  Oct.  10.  1894.  He  and  his  Avife 
Sophia  (Fasold),  daughter  of  George  and  Mary 
(Kreigei  ) Fasold.  avIio  survives  him.  AA'cre  the  par- 
ents of  seven  ebildren:  (h'orge  M..  who  is  men- 
tioned fulh  beloAV ; Cora  b,  Avife  of  W.  P.  G. 
Hoffman;  Estln'r;  Charles  A.;  Ida  ^I.,  who  is 
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tlio  wife  of  J.  B.  fiould;  Emily,  wlio  died  in  IdOG, 
and  who  was  the  wife  of  William  Scott  and  the 
mother  of  two  children,  Thomas  and  Henry;  and 
William,  teller  i)i  the  Sunbury  Xational  Bank, 
who  married  Hand  Keitz. 

George  iJE  Conrad,  son  of  Henry  H.  and  So- 
phia (Fasold)  Conrad,  was  horn  in  1864  in  what 
was  then  Upper  Augusta  towtiship,  X'orthumber- 
land  county,  in  which  region  the  Conrads  have 
long  been  numerous  and  prominent.  Tn  1898  he 
e.stablished  himself  in-  business  at  Sunbury,  with 
which  borough  he  is  now  identified  as  one  of  its 
foremost  residents.  Mr.  Conrad  is  an  extensive 
dealer  in  coal,  flour,  grain  and  feed,  making  a 
specialty  of  the  commodity  first  named,  in  which 
line  he  has  built  up  so  large  a trade  that  he  is 
now  the  largest  dealer  in  anthracite  coal  in  the 
1 borough.  His  place  of  business,  on  South  Third 
street,  has  been  enlarged  to  meet  the  demands  of 
expanding  trade  until  it  now  covers  nearly  half  of 
a city  block.  The  office  is  at  Xo.  16.5  South  Third 
street,  adjoining  the  warehouses,  yards  and  switch- 
es, the  whole  plant  being  cvell  adapted  to  the 
• handling  of  the  immense  business  carried  on. 

Although  his  business  affairs  have  attained  such 
large  proportions,  iMr.  Conrad  has  shown  himself 
an  able  manager,  and  he  has  found  time  for  public- 
spirited  service  to  the  borough  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
demands  made  upon  him  by  his  private  interests. 
His  name  has  been  associated  with  almost  every 
project  of  local  importance  for  years,  and  he  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  civil  administration, 
in'  various  important  capacities.  For  two  years 
he  served  as  member  of  the  school  board ; for  one 
year  filled  the  office  of  borough  treasurer;  and  for 
four  years  was  a member  of  the  borough  council, 
during  the  last  two  years  of  his  service  in  that 
bod}’  being  its  efficient  president.  He  has  always 
been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party,  of  which 
he  is  an  ardent  and  influential  supporter. 

In  1903  Mr.  Conrad  assisted  in  organizing  the 
Sunbury  X^ational  Bank,  and  has  since  been  one 
' of  the  directors  of  that  institution.  He  has  long 
been  a prominent  member  of  the  First  Re- 
formed Church,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer 
for  a number  of  years,  also  taking  a leading  part 
in  the  work  of  the, Sunday  school,  which  he  has 
served  as  superintendent  for  about  fifteen  years, 
still  holding  that  position.  Socially  he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  and 
of  the  IMasonic  fraternity,  in  the  latter  connection 
belonging  to  iMaclay  Lodge,  Xo.  G3’2.  F.  A A.  M.. 
of  Sunbury;  to  Mount  Hermon  Commandery,  K. 
T.,  of  Sunluirv;  and  to  Williams))ort  Consistorv, 
A.  A.  S.  R.  ^ 

On  May  21,  18!M),  iMr.  Conrad  married  Della  A. 
Burms,  daughter  of  Dennis  and  Kate  (Kramer) 
Bums,  of  Boise  City,  Idaho,  and  to  this  union 
has  been  born  one  daughter,  Ruth,  who  is  still 
attending  school.  The  family  occupy  a handsome 


ivsidence  on  Ea.st  Alarkct  street,  Sunbuiw.  which 
Mr.  Conrad  built  in  1900  and  enlarged  and  re- 
modeled in  1908,  furtlier  beautifying  what  was 
already  a charming  home.  It  is  one  of  the  at- 
tractive homes  which  adorn  the  “Hiir’  in  Sun- 
bury. 

In  the  fall  of  190G  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Conrad  visited 
her  mother  in  Idaho  and  took  a trip  to  the  Pa- 
cific coast.  Her  father  died  in  1874. 

CHARLES  A.  COX  RAD,  yiemher  of  the  firm 
of  Conrad  A Shotsberger,  proprietors  of  the 
“Fairmoiint  Hotel."  Sunbury,  was  born  in  that 
borough  Feb.'  12,  1870,  son  of  Henry  II.  and  So- 
phia ( Fasold ) Conrad. 

Mr.  Conrad  attended  the  public  schools  of  Sim- 
l)ury  and  in  his  early  years  was  employed  with  his 
father  at  farming  and  teaming.  He  also  clerked 
for  his  hrother  Gleorge  M.  Conrad,  in  his  store, 
for  a period  of  twelve  years.  He  then  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business  in  1894-95.  after  -which  he  was 
associated  with  his  brother  George  il.  in  the  coal 
business  for  a period  of  seven  years.  In  1901,  in 
connection  with  Galen  Shotsbei’ger,  he  began  to 
conduct  the  “Fairmount  Hotel.’’  ■'vhich  has  had 
a prosperous  existence  under  his  efficient  manage- 
ment. 

Sociallv  Dir.  Conrad  is  a member  of  the  P.  0.  S. 
of  A.,  F.  0.  E.,  Sunbury  Lodge  of  Elks,  Conclave, 
and  Xo.  1 Fire  Company.  He  is  a Democrat  in 
politics. 

Mr.  Conrad  married  (first)  Emma  E.  Lawrence, 
daughter  of  Abrahaui  Lawrence,  and  after  her 
death,  which  occurred  in,.  1901,  he  married  f sec- 
ond) Bertha  Oyster,  daughter  of  George  Oyster. 
They  have  three  children;  Helen,  Ruth  and 
Charles. 

MARTIX  ^lARKLE.  late  of  Shamokin.  was  a 
resident  of  that  city  for  over  thirty  years  and  dur- 
ing that  time  maintained  business  connections 
which  placed  him  among  the  most  successful  as 
well  as  progressive  men  of  his  day.  For  over 
twenty  years  he  conducted  the  Eagle  Run  Brewer}’, 
located  in  Coal  township,  near  Shamokin;  he  tvas 
one  of  the  builders  and  part  owner  of  the  “Hotel 
Graemar,’"  one  of  the  finest  hotels  in  the  State;  he 
was  interested  in  the  First  Xational  Bank  (now 
the  Xational  Bank  of  Shamokin).  and  in  the  pro- 
motion of  various  public  utilities;  and  he  w’ili  al- 
ways be  remembered  as  a man  whose  public  spirit 
w’as  a perceptible  factor  in  the  city's  advancement 
throughout  the  period  of  his  residence  there. 

iMr.  iMarkle  was  a native  of  (fermany,  born  Feb. 
12.  183.5,  in  Werlhim  Ober  Bal ingen,  M'urtem- 
berg,  son  of  (feorge  and  Barbara  (Souter)  iMarkle. 
and  grandson,  on  the  maternal  siile,  of  .lacob  and 
Katharine  Souter.  George  Markle.  who  died  in 
Germany  ahmit  1890,  held  a civil  office  under  the 
government  for  foi’tv  years.  He  had  the  follow’ing 
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cliiklrt'n:  Geoi';^e  Jacol),  wlio  came  to  America 

two  years  after  liis  brother  ^lartin  and  settled  in 
Greenfield,  IMass.,  where  he  conducted  the  ‘‘Ger- 
mania Hotel"’  for  twenty  years  (he  died  Sej)t.  22, 
189<S)  ; Casper,  wlio  came  to  tlie  United  States  in 
1857  and  settled  in  tJreenfield,  ^lass.,  in  18(iG  (lie 
learned  the  cutler's  trade,  followintr  same  tlirouirh- 
out  his  residence  in  this  country)  ; Jolin;  George 
and  Cliristina,  wlio  remained  in  Germany;  and 
Martin.  • 

iMartin  IMarkle  received  a common  scliool  educa- 
tion in  his  native  land  and  remained  tliere,  on  the 
liome  farm,  until  he  was  seventeen  years  old.  In 
April,  1S."32,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  arriving 
at  Xew  XTork  April  23d.  and  after  a .short  time  in 
tliat  city  came  on  to  Penn.sylvania,  where  he  ever 
afterward  made  his  home.  His  first  location  was 
at  Slatington,  where  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Lehigh  Coal  & Xavigation  Company  as  lock- 
tender,  holding  that  position  for  nineteen  years. 
Having  decided  to  enter  business  life  lie  engaged 
in  the  general  mercantile  business  at  the  lock 
(whicli  is  still  known  at  Markle's  lock)  in  18fi‘l, 
continuing  at  that  point  for  several  lears.  On 
Dec.  1,  1871,  lie  settled  in  Shamokin,  where  he 
Avas  in  business  until  his  death.  He  purchased 
the  John  B.  Douty  Brewery,  in  Coal  toiviiship. 
Avhich  for  many  years  was  well  known  under  his 
management  as  the  Eagle  Bun  Brewery,  operating 
it  until  lS9o,  when  he  sold  his  interests  therein 
fo  P.  H.  Furmann  and  relinquished  the  more  ex- 
acting duties  of  active  business.  But  he  by  no 
means  gave  up  his  participation  in  the  life  of  the 
■city.  ' In  189G,  in  connection  with  IMr.  George  C. 
Graeber,  of  Shamokin,  he  built  the  popular  “Hotel 
Graeniar”  (the  name  being  made  up  of  the  first 
syllables  of  both  proprietors'  names)  in  Shamokin, 
which  has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best 
hostelries  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  ; Mr.  Markle 
laid  the  first  brick  himself,  and  he  always  took 
great  pride  in  the  hotel  and  its  management.  He 
Avas  a'  director  of  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Sham- 
•okin  (noAV  the  Xational  Bank  of  Shamokin),  Avhich 
he  also  served  as  treasurer:  a director  of  the  Sham- 
okin Powder  IManufaeturing  Company ; a director 
of  the  Shamokin  ik  Dlount  Carmel  Street  Eailway 
Company  (which  he  helped  to  organi'ze)  ; and  a di- 
rector of  the  Sliamokin  Street  Eailway  Companv. 
In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  in  religion  a Luth- 
■eran. 

On  June  17.  1832,  l\tr.  Markle  married  Helena 
Eith,  daughter  of  Casper  Eith.  a native  of 
Germany,  and  to  them  Avere  horn  eight  children, 
namely:  Anna  is  the  wife  of  Pius  Schweihenz. 

proprietor  of  a brewery  at  East  IMauch  Chunk, 
Pa.;  William  M.,  horn  Aug.  18.  1854,  died  Aug. 
18,  1898;  Amandus  S.  was  horn  Aug.  20,  18o(i, 
and  (lied  IMay  5,  1910;  Helen  married  Daniel 
Stahl,  foreman  in  the  Eagle  Eiin  Brewery,  and 
died  Feh.  11,  1905;  George  F.,  horn  Aug.  14, 


18<‘)1,  died  March  29.  190G ; Saraii  A.  married 
(first)  Charles  Tretter  and  (secoml)  kVilliam 
Philippi,  and  resides  in  Shamokin:  Cecelia  mar- 
ried Francis  0.  Eankey.  a paper  ho.\  manufacturer 
of  South  Bethlehem,  Pa.;  Henry  died  in  infancy. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  Xov.  9.  18!»8,  and 
in  1900  Mr.  iMarkle  married  (second)  Mrs.  Emily 
Allen,  daughter  of  Isaac  May,  of  Shamokin.  IMr. 
iMarkle's  death  occurred  Jan.  18,  1905. 

W'lLLi.vAt  IM.  1Ma;!KLi;,  son  of  Martin  and  Hel- 
ena (Eith)  IMarkle.  was  born  .Vug.  18.  1854,  at 
Lockport.  X'orthampton  Co.,  I’a.  During  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  he  was  in  his  father's  em- 
ploy, hut  during  his  last  years,  for  about  three 
years  before  his  death,  he  was  in  the  hotel  business, 
(•(mducting  the  “Central  House"  of  Shamokin.  He 
died  at  Shamokin  Aug.  IS,  1898.  iMr.  iMarkle 
was  a good  husiness  man  and  had  all  the  qualities 
of  a substantial  citizen.  He  married  Catharine 
Snyder,  daughter  of  Simon  and  iMary  (Burgner) 
Snyder,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  viz.:  Sarah  C.,  Avho  is  deceased;  Wil- 

liam P.,  deceased;  IMary  IM.,  deceased;  Sarah  J., 
wife  of  Joseph  Sockolwski  and  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren. Joseph  and  Catharine  (IMr.  Sockolv,‘ski  is 
pj’oprietor  of  a cigar  store  in  Shamokin  ) ; Amandus 
A. ; Albert  1)1.,  deceased  ; Evelyn  A. : George  S. ; 
Charles  D. ; Catharine  A.,  who  is  still  in  school; 
and  Annie,  deceased.  The  family  reside  at  Xo. 
601  Franklin  street.  Mrs.  IMarkle  and  her  chil- 
dren are  members  of  St.  E<lward's  Catholic 
Church. 

Simon  Snyder,  father  of  Dlrs.  iMarkle.  lived  and 
died  at  Pottsville,  Pa.  In  early  life  he  learned 
shoemaking,  but  did  not  follow  that  trade  hmg, 
being  employed  as  a tanner  for  many  years.  He 
married  Mary  Burgner,  and  their  children  were; 
John.  Elizabeth,  Mary  IM.,  Catharine  ( iMrs. 
Markle),  and  Theodore,  all  living;  and  threb  de- 
ceased, Sophia,  Philomena  and  Frank. 

AACAXors  A.  Markle,  son  of  William  IM.  and 
Catharine  (Snyder)  IMarkle,  was  born  Dlav  5. 
1885,  in  Shamokin,  where  he  has  passed  all  his 
life.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public 
.schools  of  his  native  city  and  at  Thar])town,  and 
during  the  first  five  years  he  worked  was  employed 
at  the  silk  mill.  He  then  changed  to  the  Eeitz 
A Hill)ush  planing  mill,  Avhere  he  remained  until 
1905,  since  when  lu'  has  been  engaged  as  carpenter 
at  the  Big  Mountain  Colliery. 

In  1905  Dir.  Markle  married  Sallie  .Iordan, 
daughter  of  James  Jordan,  and  they  have  had  twi> 
childi'en:  James  William,  horn  Dec.'  9,  1907.  and 
Dorothy  K..  horn  Sept.  3.  190!).  4'he  familv  home 
is  at  Xo.  719  East  Sunbury  street.  'I'lie  iMarkles 
are  members  of  St.  Edwanl's  Catholic  Church. 

Georce  F'.  IMarkle,  son  of  Dlartin  and  Helena 
(Eith)  IMarkle,  was  horn  Aug.  11.  18G1,  and  after 
receiving  his  education  became  interested,  like  his 
lirothers,  in  his  father's  husiness  affairs,  wiu-king 
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for  him  practically  all  his  life.  For  about  one  year 
he  was  a dairyman  in  Uniontown,  this  county. 
Like  the  members  of  the  family  generally,  he  had 
excellent  business  ability  and  was  a good  manager, 
being  highly  esteemed  wherever  known,  hie  died 
March  2!l,  l!)Ob,  and  is  buried  in  the  Shamokin 
cemetery. 

On  May  1885,  Mr.  Markle  'married  Miss 
Catherine  F.  Batman,  daughter  of  Augustus  and 
Mary  (i\Iessner)  Batman,  and  to  this  union  were 
born  two  daughters ; Lena  X.,  now  the  wife  of 
Charles  Eogers ' and  residing  at  Tamaqua  ; and 
Lillie  M.  Mrs.  Catharine  E.  Markle  continues  to 
make  her  home  at  Shamokin. 

Augustus  Batman,  father  of  iMrs.  iMarkle,  was 
a farmer  in  Shamokin  township,  Xorthumberland 
county,  where  he  died.  He  married  iMary  Mess- 
ner,  and  they  had  a family  of  seven  children  : Ed- 
ward, a farmer  in  Eush  Valley,  Xorthumberland 
county,  married  Mary  Witmer  ; Ellen  married 
Daniel  Zartman ; Sallie  married  Monroe  Bitter- 
man  ; Mary  married  George  Eadle ; Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Daniel  Smith;  Catharine  E.  married  George 
F.  Markle:  Polly  married  Gideon  Kremer. 

WILLIAlil  PEXX"  KEMBLE,  of  Mount  Car- 
mel, Xorthumberland  county,  editor  of  the  Mount 
Carmel  Item,  was  born  in  Tower  City,  Schuylkill 
county,  April  5,  1876,  son  of  Isaac  and  Matilda 
(Bickel)  Kemble.  When  he  was  four  years  old 
his  family  removed  to  Ashland,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  l)ecoming  a resident  of  Mount  Carmel  at 
the  ago  of  six.  His  paternal  ancestors  were  identi- 
fied with  the  early  history  of  Xorthumberland 
jcounty,  the  old  Kemble  homestead  being  located 
in  Jackson  township.  His  maternal  ancestors  were 
prominent  in  Dauphin  county.  Mr.  Kemble  is  of 
long  American  lineage,  having  ancestors  who 
fought  in  all  the  wars  of  the  Eepublic  and  in  the 
Colonial  and  Indian  wars. 

Educated  primarily  in  the  public  schools  of 
Mount  Carmel  and  in  the  Shamokin  Business  Col- 
lege, Mr.  Kemlde  studied  civil  engineering  under 
his  father,  the  late  Isaac  Kemble,  C.  E.  Later 
he  studied  law.  but  abandoncMl  that  to  take  up 
newspaper  work  in  1896,  when  he  entered  the 
employ  of  William  B.  Wilson,  editor  of  the  Mount 
Carmel  Hem.  On  Feb.  1.  1897,  he  and  his  father 
purchased  the  paper.  Later  his  brother,  Edward 
B.  Kenddc.  joined  the  publishing  firm.  On  X^ov. 
1,  1902,  their  newspaper  became  a daily. 

Mr.  Kemble  enlisted  in  Company  F,  4th  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  ]\Iav  8,  1898.  He  participated 
in  the  first  invasion  of  Porto  Eico,  where  his  com- 
mand was  engaged  in  skirmishes  and  outpost  duty. 
H6  was  honorably  ilischarged  at  the  end  of  the 
Spanish-Amcrican  War. 

On  Dec.  91,  l'.)t)2,  he  was  married  to  Bertha  E. 
Doty  IMillcr,  of  Shamokin.  He  has  two  children, 
Eohert  Penn  and  Frances  Elizabeth. 


EOBEET  B.  TELE,  M.  D.,  of  3fiIton,  XVrth- 
umberland  county,  has  been  engaged  in  practice  in 
X^orthumberland  county  ever  .since  his  graduation 
from  medical  college,  but  he  is  a comparatively  re- 
cent comer  to  the  borough,  having  settled  there  in 
1907.  He  had  considerable  patronage  in  this  lo- 
cality before  his  removal  hither,  and  he  has  estab- 
lished himself  thoroughly  in  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow  citizens  during  his  residence  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Dr.  Tule  is  a native  of  Lycoming  county,  and  a 
member  of  a prominent  old  family  of  that  section, 
his  grandfather,  John  Tide,  having  been  a well 
known  farmer  at  IMontoursville,  where  he  followed 
agricultural  pursiats  until  his  death.  Jolm  Tule 
married  IMary  Bubli,  and  they  are  buried  in  the 
lower  cemetery  at  IMontoursville.  Their  children 
were:  Abraham,  Charles,  George,  William,  Kate,. 
Elizabeth  and  Maggie. 

Abraham  Tule,  son  of  John,  was  born  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Lycoming  county  in  1831,  and  there 
he  still  resides,  having  now  a fine  farm  of  eighty 
acres,  near  Munc\',  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the 
valley.  He  has  engaged  in  farming  all  his  life,  and 
is  still  active  and  able  to  look  after  his  own  affairs, 
though  his  long  life  has  been  one  of  constant  indus- 
try. Mr.  Tule  married  Ann  Diggan.  daughter  of 
Edward  Diggan,  and  to  them  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, viz. : Kempton,  who  is  a resident  of  IMuncy ; 
Edward : Eobert  B. : Bella ; and  Virgie,  who  mar- 
ried Frank  Gortner. 

Eobert  B.  Tule  was  born  JiMy  8,  1866,  and  at- 
tended the  public  schools  of  his  home  district  in 
Lycoming  count}’  and  the  IMuncy  Xormal  School. 
Like  many  other  professional  men,  he  preceded  his 
preparation  for  the  medical  profession  by  teaching, 
being  thus  engaged  for  three  terms  in  his  native 
county.  Entering  Jefferson  IMedical  College,  he 
was  graduated  in  1891,  and  immediately  after- 
ward settled  in  Xortluimberland  county,  which  has 
since  been  the  field  of  his  work.  His  first  location 
was  at  Montandon,  where  he  built  up  a large  prac- 
tice, his  personality  and  success  combining  to  cre- 
ate a demand  for  his  services  Avhich  ivas  most 
gratifying,  for  he  has  been  painstaking  and  thor- 
ougli  in  his  work,  and  his  skill  has  been  demon- 
strated in  numerous  cases.  Conscientious  devotion 
to  his  patients,  regardless  of  any  consideration  but 
the  fact  that  they  needed  attention,  has  u'on  him 
the  good  will  of  the  community  to  a marked  de- 
gree. In  1907,  Avhen  he  came  to  IMilton,  he  pur- 
chased a fine  lioinc  on  Elm  street,  where  he  also 
has  his  office.  Or.  Tide  is  a member  of  the  Ly- 
coming IMedical  Society,  the  State  IMedical  Asso- 
ciation and  the  American  IMedical  Association  : so- 
cially he  holds  membership  in  IMilton  Lodge.  Xo. 
256.  F.  & A.  IM.  He  is  a Ecpul)lican  in  politics, 
and  in  religious  matters  is  identified  wirh  the  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Dr.  Tule  mani('d  .Viinie  Warn,  daughter  of 
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James  Warn^  of  Lycoming  county.  They  have  two 
•children,  James  0.  and  Hazel  I. 

ISAxiC  C.  BUED,  president  of  the  Burd  & 
Eodgers  Company,  Incorporated,  vice  president  of 
the  American  Filter  & Cooler  Company,  and  one 
■of  the  mo.st  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of 
the  borough  of  Shamokin,  was  born  in  Union 
■county.  Pa.,  July  9,  l8Go,  son  of  Isaac  P.  and 
Susannah  (Collier)  Burd. 

The  early  home  of  the  Burd  family  was  in  Scot- 
land, where  Edward  Burd,  gentleman,  lived  on 
his  estate  of  Ormiston,  near  Edinburgh.  His 
wife  was  Jean  Haliburton,  daughter  of  George 
Haliburton,  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh. 

Col.  James  Burd,  third  son  of  Edward  Burd, 
was  born  at  Ormiston  in  1726,  and  came  to  Ameri- 
•ca  long  before  the  Eevolutionarv  war.  For  many 
years  he  was  in  tlie  military  service  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  being  one  of  the  noted  military 
men  during  the  French  and  Indian  war,  in  which 
he  commanded  the  2d  Battalion  of  a Pennsylvania 
regiment  of  Provincial  troops.  He  completed  the 
building  of  Fort  Augusta  (now  Sunbury),  Xorth- 
■umberland  county,  in  1756-57.  He  was  with  the 
Forbes  expedition,  and  was  in  command  at  Fort 
Pitt.  In  1748  Colonel  Burd  was  married  at  Phil- 
adelphia to  Sarah  Shippen,  daughter  of  Edward 
Shippen,  and  sister  of  Chief  Justice  Edward  Ship- 
pen. 

Isaac  P.  Burd,  father  of  Isaac  C.,  was  born  in 
Union  county,  'and  always  lived  in  the  vicinity  of 
Swengel.  He  was  but  a boy  when  his  father  died, 
.and  he  grew  up  in  the  care  of  strangers.  He  had 
one  brother,  John,  and  two  sisters,  Mary  and  Mar- 
garet. Fie  was  a carpenter  by  trade.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  gave  nine  months  of  service  to  his 
-country.  . His  death  occurred  ]\Iarch  20,  1900, 
when  he  was  nearing  his  eightieth  birthday.  He 
married  Susannah  Collier,  born  Jan.  28,  1822, 
•died  Jan.  10,  1903,  daughter  of  Aaron  Collier, 
a shoemaker  and  early  settler  of  Union  countvy 
■and  his  wife,  Catherine  Catheman,  one  of  the  large 
family  of  children  born  to  David  Catheman,  a 
wealthy  farmer.  Aaron  Collier  and  wife  were  the 
parents  of  George.  Joseph,  Sophia,  Susannah  and 
Lizzie.  To  Isaac  P.  Burd  and  wife  were  born  sev- 
en children  : George,  of  Ohio  ; Isabella,  married 

to  John  Fry,  of  near  Allonw'ood,  Pa.:  Catherine, 
who  married  Adam  Diehl,  of  Swengel.  Pa. ; Mil- 
liam,  who  conducts  a general  store  at  Swengel : 
Samuel,  manager  of  the  Winfleld  & Xew  Berlin 
Railroad  at  Xew  Berlin;  John  C.,  who  died  Doc. 
4,  1902,  at  Shaniokiit;  and  Isaac  C.,  of  Shamokin. 

Isaac  C.  Burd  attended  the  common  schools  in 
Union  county,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  began 
clerking  at  Swengel,  where  he  remained  four 
years.  He  then  came  to  Shamokin,  and  for  two 
years  was  engaged  as  a clerk,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  forming  a parinerslii[>  witii  Mr.  W,  H.  Zar- 


ing.  They  conducted  a general  store  for  nearly  two 
years,  and  then  Llr.  Burd  sold  his  interest  to  his 
partner  and  started  a small  store  of  his  own  at 
Xo.  233  Spruce  street.  He  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  his  work,  and  has  branched  out  until  he 
lias  one  of  the  finest  stores  of  its  kind  in  Shamokin. 
In  August,  1907,  the  biesiness  was  incorporated  as 
the  Burd  ik  Rodgers  Compan}^  with  Fir.  Burd  as 
president,  the  other  members  being  some  of  his 
reliable  employees. 

Mr.  Burd  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ida  Rogers, 
daughter  of  H.  L.  and  Susan  (Reitz)  Rogers. 
Two  children  have  come  to  brighten  their  home, 
Matter  II.  and  Catharine  R.  iMr.  Burd  is  one 
of  the  original  directors  of  the  Market  Street  Xa- 
tional  Bank,  and  is  vice  president  of  the  Ameri- 
can -Filter  & Cooler  Company.  Fraternally  he  is 
a member  of'  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  and  his  religious 
connection  is  with  the  Evangelical  Church.  He 
belongs  to  the  Shamokin  Auto  Club. 

BLOOFI.  The  Bloom  family  now  numerous  in 
Xorthumberland  and  Clearfield  counties.  Pa.,  is 
descended  from  two  brothers  who  came  into  Penn- 
sylvania from  Xew  Jersey.  In  the  archives  of  that 
State  are  recorded  the  names  of  live  Bbwin  broth- 
ers who  served  in  Backsters  Brigade  of  Xew  Jer- 
sey Yolunteers.  One  was  killed  in  action.  After  the 
war  one  remained  in  Xew  Jersey,  the  other  three 
coming  to  Pennsylvania.  Of  these,  Stephen  Bloom, 
the  ancestor  of  LUias  Bloom,  of  Sunbury.  settled 
in  Lower  Augusta  (now  Rockefeller)  township, 
in  Xorthumberland  county;  William,  the  ancestor 
of  Amos  Bloom,  now  also  of  Sunbury,  took  up  a- 
large  tract  of  land  in  Clearfield  county ; the  third 
settled  in  a valley  near  Bellefonto  in  Center  county, 
where  a large  number  of  his  descendants  have  since 
lived. 

Stephen  Bloom  settled  in  Xorthumberland 
county  prior  to  1795,  as  shown  by  his  will,  and  was 
therefore  a pioneer  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
The  name  has  since  appeared  frec|uently  in  the 
county  archives. 

Samuel  Bloom,  son  of  Stephen,  was  born  March 
21.  1772.  and  died  in  what  is  now  Rockefeller  towm- 
ship,  this  county,  July  8,  1837.  He  lived  on  the 
old  Bloom  homesteatl  in  Lower  Augusta  (now 
Rockefeller)  town.ship  now  owmed  by  ITrias  Bloom, 
his  great-grandson,  a property  which  consisted  of 
nearly  two  hundred  acres  and  wdiich  he  purchased 
in  1707  from  iMartin  Raker  and  wife.  Samuel 
Bloom  was  a prominent  man  of  his  day.  taking 
an  active  part  in  the  work  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  holding  various  important  otfices  with  honor 
and  credit.  On  Feb.  28,  1809.  he  was  commis- 
sioned justice  of  the  peace  and  served  many  years: 
from  1813  to  1815  he  was  county  commissioner: 
and  he  was  county  treasurer  in  1834-36.  He  served 
as  postmaster  at  what  was  then  known  as  Au- 
gusta, but  which  utfice  has  since  been  abandoned. 
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He  and  his  wife  were  Lutherans,  and  he  was  par- 
ticularly prominent  in  the  organization  of  the 
Zion  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church  at  Augusta- 
ville,  toward  the  erection  of  which  hie  contributed 
generously ; he  was  a charter  , member  of  this 
church  and  was  serving  as  its  treasurer  at  the  time 
of  his  deatli.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  there. 

Samuel  Bloom  married  Magdalene  Dunkel- 
berger,  who  rvas  born  in  Xorthumberland  county 
July  20,  1773,  and  died  Aug.  19,  1843.  Their 
children  were:  John;  Daniel,  born  Jan.  20,  1798, 
who  died  June  4,  1895  (wife  i\laria.  born  Sept. 
8,  1798,  died  July  7,  1841 ; his  second  wife,  i\lary, 
died  Jan.  1,  1903,  aged  eighty-four  years,  eleven 
months,  eleven  days)  ; William,  born  Xov.  24, 
1802,  who  died  ^lay  17,  1856  ; Samuel,  who  moved 
to  Akron,  Ohio,  and  died  there  aged  about  eighty 
years  ; Jacob,  who  is  mentioned  below  ; Henry,  who 
died  Xov.  22,  1880,  aged  sixty-four  years,  ten 
months,  eight  days  (wife  ]Maria,  born  Jan.  2, 
1826,  died  April  i6,  1904)  ; Catharine,  who  mar- 
ried Jacob  Bartholomew;  Magdalene,  who  was 
married  to  George  Reiser;  and  Elizabeth  (1813- 
1901),  who  married  George  Reiser,  after  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  Magdalene. 

Jacob  Bloom,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  on  the 
farm  later  occupied  Iw  his  son  Hiram.  He  became 
a prominent  farmer  in  his  native  township,  where 
he  settled  after  his  marriage,  in  1836  making  his 
home  permanently  on  the  farm  where  he  was 
born.  Like  his  father  he  was  a Democrat  and  a 
Lutheran  and  jirominent  in  political  and  religious 
matters  in  the  locality,  serving  ten  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace  and  also  holding  the  office  of  school 
director.  He  served  his  church  as  deacon,  elder 
and  treasurer.  He  married  Julia  Ann  Bartholo- 
mew, who  survived  him,  his  death  occurring  in 
1876.  X'ine  children  were  born  to  them.  viz. : (1) 
Deborah  married  D.  D.  Conrad  of  Rockefeller 
township.  (2)  Sarah  married  Samuel  Sober,  of 
Shamokin  township.  (3)  i\Iary  died  unmarried. 

(4)  Julia  Ann  married  S.  P.  Malick,  of  Sunbury. 

(5)  Hiram  is  mentioned  below.  (6)  William  set- 
tled in  Lincoln  county,  X"ebr.  (7)  Peter  also  set- 
tled in  Lincoln  county,  Xel)r.  William  and  Peter 
are  both  living.  (8)  iVIagdalena  married  Harry 
Wolf  and  is  deceased.  (9)  Martin  L.  enlisted  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  Re- 
bellion, serving  about  three  t'ears,  and  died  at  the 
home  of  his  father  Dec.  7,  1864.  from  disease 
contracted  in  the  army,  at  the  age  of  about  twenty- 
five  years.  He  was  unmarried.  He  was  mustered 
in  Oct.  8.  1861,  in  Company  I,  58th  Regiment, 
Pa.  Vols.,  Capt.  John  Byers,  Col.  J.  Richter  Jones. 
This  company  was  the  first  to  enter  Richmond 
after  the  surrender. 

Hiram  Bloom,  son  of  .Tacob.  was  born  Oct.  22. 
.1831,  in  what  is  now  Rockefeller  township,  and 
died  Dec.  10,  1892.  He  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter, which  he  followed  in  conitection  with  farm- 


ing, also  operating  a custom  sawmill.  A promi- 
nent man  in  this  township  for  many  years,  ho  held 
various  positions  of  public  trust  with  honor  and 
to  the  full  satisfaction  of  his  fellow  citizens,  serv- 
ing as  township  auditor  (over  twent}'  years)  and  ^s 
.school  director,  and  was  elected  a'justice  of  the 
peace  but  did  not  serve.  He  was  a leading  inember 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  which  he  served  as  deacon, 
elder  and  treasurer.  In  1852  he  married  iMaria 
Hileman,  daughter  of  Daniel  Hileman,  of  Rocke- 
feller township,  and  nine  children  were  born  to 
them,  namely:  Urias,  of  Sunbury;  Marv  Cathar- 

ine, who  died  when  about  three  years  of  age:  John 
F.,  of  Purdytown.  who  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter, was  a teacher  in  the  public  schools  and  is 
now  employed  in  the  First  Xhttional  Bank  of  Sun- 
bury; M.illiam  E.,  who  served  as  countv  superin- 
tendent of  schools  from  1886  to  1892  and  is  now 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  law ; Laura,  wife  of 
Daniel  Long,  of  Rockefeller  township;  Daniel  E., 
of  Sunbury,  assistant  ca.shier  in  the  First  X^ational 
Bank  there;  Frances,  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Dagle  r. 
Adella,  wife  of  Elmer  F.  Troutman  ; and  Florence 
Gertrude,  who  married  X'ormaii  Sheetz  and  resides 
near  Pittsliurg,  Pennsylvania. 

Urias  Bloovi,  president  of  the  Sunburv  Trust 
& Safe  Deposit  Company,  one  of  the  most"  impor- 
tant financial  institutions  of  the  borough  of  Sun- 
bury, has  a record  as  a public  official  and  business- 
man which  entitles  him  to  place  among  the  lead- 
ing citizens  of  this  .section  of  the  county.  He  was 
born  April  1,  1854,  in  Lower  Augusta  (now  Rock- 
efeller) township,  son  of  Hiram  and  Maria  (Hile- 
raan)' Bloom,  and  received  his  education  in  the- 
common  schools.  He  made  such  good  use  of  his 
time  that  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  able  to  begin 
teaching.  IVhen  a young  man  of  about  twentv  he 
became  a clerk  in  the  office  of  the  countv  recorder, 
Lemuel  Shipman,  remaining  with  him  to  the  close 
of  his  service,  in  1880,  after Avliich  he  was  engaged 
by  his  successor.  George  D.  Bucher,  under  whom 
he  served  until  1886,  when  he  assumed  the  duties 
of  the  office  himself.  He  was  elected  in  1885,  run- 
ning about  two  hundred  and  fifty  votes  ahead  oj 
his  ticket,  and  upon  his  reelection',  in  1888.  he  ran 
over  twelve  hundred  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket.  In 
Xorthumberland  county  the  duties  of  register  of 
wills,  recorder  of  deeds  and  clerk  of  the  Orphans^ 
court  are  performed  by  one  official.  Dir.  Bloom 
held  the  office  for  six  years,  giving  the  highest  sat- 
isfaction in  every  respect.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  associated  with  the  Sunbury  Trust  A Safe 
Deposit  Company,  having  been  secretarv  and 
trea, surer  of  that  institution  for  a number  of  vears 
before  assuming  the  duties  of  president,  which  of- 
fice he  now  fills.  As  such  he  is  one  of  the  foremost 
figures  in  financial  circles  in  the  borough,  and  he 
is  a man  of  irreproachable  l)usiness  and  personal 
standing. 

On  X’^ov.  25,  1879.  ^Ir.  Bloom  was  married  irt 
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Lower  Augusta  township  to  Anna  ]\I.  Wintei'S- 
teen,  and  four  children  have  been  born  to  their 
union:  Essie  Uarda;  Grace  Imogene ; Goldie  Ed- 
na, who  married  J.‘  Landis  Strickler,  of  Ilummels- 
town,  Pa. ; and  Charles  Eugene. 

In  religious  connection  Mr.  Bloom  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  the  I.  0.  0.  E..  Conclave  Xo  11,  Sov- 
ereign Patriotic  Knights  (having  served  a term  as 
Grand  Master  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania),  the 
Hoyal  Arcanum  and  the  iMasonic  fraternity.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  politics. 


'William  Bloom,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  Xov. 
24,  1802,  and  died  iMay  or  Xov.  17,  1856.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Bartholomew)  was  born  May  26, 
1806,  and  died  X'ov.  13,  1886.  They  were  farming 
people,  living  on  the  place  now  owned  by  George 
Rebuck,  which  adjoins  the  old  Bloom  homestead 
in  Rockefeller  township.  Mr.  Bloom  was  a pro.s- 
perotis  man,  owning  fm;r  farms,  and  was  quite 
prominent  in  the  township's  public  affairs,  serving 
as  constable  (many  years)  and  overseer  of  the 
poor.  In  political  faith  he  was  a Democrat,  and 
he  and  his  family  were  Lutheran  members  of  the 
Augustaville  Church ; he  was  one  of  the  pillars  of 
the  congregation,  and  served  many  years  in  the 
church  council.  His  children  were:  Diana  mar- 

ried Isaac  Wolf ; Julian  married  iMartin  Heim ; 
Lydia  married  IMoses  Reitz:  John  is  mentioned 
below ; Peter  lived  at  various  places ; Maria  mar- 
ried Lemuel  Shipman. 

John  Bnoovr,  son  of  William',  lived  retired  on 
his  farm  in  Rockefeller  township  after  a busy  and 
useful  career.  He  was  born  June  20,  1835,  in 
Lower  Augusta  township,  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  followed  farming  throughout  his  active  years, 
beginning  on  his  own  account  when  he  reached 
his  majority.  He  retired  in  1907,  and  died  Jan. 
5,  1911.  ]\Ir.  Bloom's  farm,  which  is  located  on 

the  Tulpehocken  road,  is  an  old-establislied  busi- 
ness stand,  formerly  owned  and  conducted  by  Wil- 
liam Deppen.  .\fter  him  one  John  Sehmick  had  a 
tannery  on  the  property,  and  a tavern  was  also  con- 
ducted there  in  a stone  house  many  years  ago ; it 
is  probable  that  William  Reeser  ran  the  tavern  at 
one  time.  IMr.  Bloom  alwavs  led  a quiet  and  un- 
assuming life,  refusing  all  oifers  of  public  position. 
He  was  a Lutheran  member  of  the  Augustaville 
Church,  to  which  his  familv  belong. 

On  April  12.  1859,  Mr.  Bloom  married  Matilda 
Shipman,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth 
(Yoxtheimer)  Shipman,  and  ten  children  were 
born  to  their  union,  viz. : Valeria  married  William 
E.  Bloom;  Thamar  married  Daniel  L.  DeWitt; 
Irene  married  John  F.  Bloom ; Flora  died  in  child- 
hood; Emma  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years, 
unmarried;  Charles  S.  died  in  infancy;  George- E, 
died  in  infancy;  Ella  married  William  E.  Reitz; 


Lottie married  1)j'.  John  H.  Snyder  ; Mabel  nuu- 
ried  Leroy  L.  Fegley. 

William  Bloom,  brother  of  Stephen  (ancestor  of 
the  foregoing  Blooms),  took  up  a large  tract  of 
land  in  Clearfield  county.  Pa.,  at  wliat  is  known 
as  the  ‘‘Peewee’s  Xest.’’  He  was  born  in  X^ew 
Jersey  in  1752,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  104  years'; 
he  is  buried  at  Chirwensville,  Clearfield  county. 
He  followed  farming  on  land  which  he  himself 
cleared,  and  where  he  erected  a log  house  and 
barn.  His  wife,  like  himself  a natit'e  of  Xew  Jer- 
sey, also  attained  an  advanced  age,  living  to  be 
ninety-eight.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  seven  sons  and  four  daughters:  xkbra- 

ham,  James,  Isaac,  John,  William,  Benjamin,. 
Peter,  Mary  (married  Matthew  Caldwell)  and 
three  daughters  whose  names  are  not  recalled. 

From  the  above  source  there  is  a large  posterity, 
and  we  quote  the  following  from  the  Philadelphia 
Xorth  America'H  of  Aug.  18,  1909,  as  being  of  in- 
terest in  this  eonnection : 

“‘^The  Bloom  reunion  was  held  at  the  ‘Pee wee's 
Xest,’  on  the  bank  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  near 
Ctirwensville,  Pa.  The  Bloom  clan  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  Clearfield  county.  They  are  descendants 
of  William  Bloom,  a native  of  X^ew  Jersey,  and 
a Revolutionary  war  -\'eteran,  who  came  to  Clear- 
field county  wi-fh  his  wife  in  1796.  They  came  up 
the  west  branch  of  the  Suscpiehanna  ri\'er  in  a 
canoe  and  settled  on  the  spot  where  the  familv 
reunion  was  held.  The  ancestor  Bloom  and  his 
helpmate  had  eleven  children.  seveTi  sons,  four 
daughters,  and  from  them  are  descended  the  many 
hundred  of  Blooms  of  Clearfield  and  surrounding 
counties.  The  eighth  generation  of  the  family 
participated  in  the  reunion  in  1909.  The  Blooms 
have  figured  extensively  in  the  affairs  of  Clear- 
field county  since  its  organization.  They  are  a 
hearty  and  tall  people,  noted  for  longevity  and 
multiplicity.  Ross  Bloom,  of  near  Curwensville, 
who  was  eighty-eight  years  old,  attended  the  gath- 
ering of  the  family.  Benjamin  Bloom,  who  at- 
tended the  reunion,  has  a record  of  udiich  he  is 
proud.  He  is  seventy-seven  vears  old,  and  the 
father  of  thirteen  children,  eleven  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. He  has  so  many  grandchildren  that  he  fears 
of  missing  some  should  he  endeavor  to  count  them, 
scores  of  great-grandchildren  and  seven  great-great- 
grandchildren. 

“The  Blooms  are  members  of  the  Democratic 
party.  During  the  Civil  war  the  family  sent  many 
of  its  sons  to  do  battle  for  their  country." 

Isaac  Bloom,  son  of  William,  was  like  all  his 
brothers  and  sisters  born  in  Clearfield  county.  He 
was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  owned  the  farm 
on  which  he  died.  He  married  iMary  (Polly)  Ap- 
gar,  who  survived  him,  dying  in  1870  at  a ripe  oh! 
age,  and  they  had  a family  of  twelve  children,  six 
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sons  and  six  daugliters,  nainely : John.  James  A. 
William,  George,  Keuben,  Benjamin,  Caroline 
(Mrs.  Owens),  Priscilla  (married  John  Xorris  and 
had  eighteen  cliildren).  Geneise  (married  Samuel 
Taylor),  IMrs.  George  Ogden,  IMargaret  (married 
Xicholas  McCracken)  and  Mrs.  George  Garrison. 

James  A.  Bloom,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born  in  1808 
and  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-four,  dying  in  1903. 
He  is  buried  in  the  country  graveyard  at  Bloom- 
ington, in  Clearfield  county.  A man  prominent 
in  the  business  and  public  aifairs  of  his  day,  he 
was  a well  knowm  and  substantial  citizen.  He  had 
the  farm  of  IGO  acres  nou-  owned  by  his  son 
Harvey,  and  in  connection  with  farming  followed 
lumbering,  rafting  down  the  West  Branch  of  the 
Susquehanna  river  to  Marietta,  in  Lancaster  coun- 
ty. He  filled  the  township  offices  of  constable,  su- 
pervisor and  school  director.  His  wife,  IMary  Ann 
(Hile),  of  Shamokin  Hills,  died  aged  seventy- 
nine  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, as  follows;  Xaomi  married  Eobert  Owen; 
Frampton,  a retired  railroad  man,  is  a resident  of 
Sunbury;  Harvey  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Clearfielcl  county;  Jane  is  a resident  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio;  Edward  is  a resident  of  Grampian,  Clear- 
field county;  Amos  is  mentioned  below;  Julia  died 
of  whooping  cough  ; Hattie'  lives  in  Binghamton, 
N.  Y. ; Mary  died  in  September,  1910,  at  Philips- 
burg,  Pa. ; Alfred  is  a resident  of  Luthersville, 
Pa.;  Daniel  was  accidentally  killed  by  a tree,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years;  one  daughter  died 
in  infancy.  ■ 

Amos  Bloom,  son  of  James  A.  Bloom,  is  one  of 
the  foremost  merchants  of  the  borough  of  Sunbury, 
where  he  has  been  doing  business  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years.  He  was  born  July  14,  1846,  in 
Clearfield  countv',  was  ijrought  up  on  the  farm, 
and  had  such  educational  advantages  as  the  free 
schools  of  his  day  in  that  locality  afforded.  The 
district  was  then  a typically  rural  section  and  the 
school  and  its  equipment  typical  of  the  times. 
Slabs  were  used, for  seats,  goose  quills  for  pens,  the 
old  Sanders  reader  and  an  old-fashioned  '^^cipher- 
ing” book  were  the  manuals  of  instruction  and  the 
“schoolmaster  ruled  with  the  rod,  whippings  be- 
ing common.”  Mr.  Bloom's  motlier  was  a woman 
of  unusual  intelligence  and  taught  her  children  at 
home,  so  tliat  by  the  time  lie  was  seventeen  Amos 
was  able  to  teach  school.  He  taught  in  all  ten 
terms  of  four  months  each,  and  received  $35  a 
month  for  Ids  services,  which  was  considerable  in 
those  days,  his  board  costing  him  hut  $5  per  month. 
Meantime  he  also  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
Avhich  he  followed  during  the  summer  months, 
school  being  lield  in  winter,  when  the  boys  were 
not  needed  so  badly  at  home  to  help  with  the  farm 
w'ork.  When  twenty-two  years  old  Mr.  Bloom 
went  to  Iowa,  wliere  he  followed  his  trade  and 
also  found  profitable  employment  for  a time  bind- 
ing wheat,  which  was  then  selling  at  65  cents  a 


bushel.  He  receiied  $5  a day  and  his  board, 
five  meals  daily  and  drink  free,  hut  eighteen 
to  twenty  hours  constituted  a day's  labor.  After 
two  years  m the  West  Mr.  Bloom  returned  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  resumed  his  former  method  of  life, 
following  carpentry  in  the  summer  and  teaching 
in  the  M'inter,  continuing  thus  until  1875.  That 
year  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Xorthumberland,  I\  orthumberland  county,  whence 
in  1885  he  came  to  Sunbury.  He  has  since  done 
an  extensive  general  business  in  that  place,  having 
a well  stocked  store  at  Xo.  44  Xorth  Fourth 
street,  where  he  carries  a good  line  of  general 
merchandise  and  wall  papers.  Mr.  Bloom  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  busiest  men  in  the  borough, 
for  he  has  acquired  additional  interests  during  the 
passing  years  which  keep  him  thoroughly  occupied. 
He  is  a director  and  secretary  of  the'Sunbury  Mu- 
tual lire  Insurance  Company,  having  served  as 
such  since  its  organization,  in  1896 ; has  been  sec- 
retary of  the  Xorth  Branch  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany (capitalized  at  $300,000)  since  1910;  is  a 
director  and  treasurer  of  the  Sunbury  Ice  Com- 
pany; and  is  treasurer  of  the  Hydraulic  Earn. Com- 
pany of  Sunbury. 

Mr.  Bloom  has  not  taken  an  active  part  in  the 
local  administration  except  as  member  of  the  town 
council.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat  with  inde- 
pendent inclinations.  He  is  a prominent  member 
of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and 
has  been  grand  master  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Penn- 
sylvania since  September,  1906.  In  religious  con- 
nection he  is  a member  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
Sunbury. 

On  Aug.  37,  1873,  Mr.  Bloom,  married  Kate 
Lesher,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  J.  (Van 
Kirk)  Lesher.  They  have  had  one  daughter,  An- 
nie Irene. 

HAEEY  E.  LEIBY,  present  chief  burgess  of 
Snydertown,  Xorthumberland  county,  is  a young 
man  ■who  has  risen  rapidly  in  the  business  world 
and  has  also  become  prominent  in  social  and  po- 
litical circles  through  his  energetic  and  forceful 
character.  ]\Ir.  Leiby  was  born  at  Paxinos,  this 
county.  May  7,  1886,  son  of  Francis  i\I.  Leibv 
and  grandson  of  Daniel  Leiby. 

Daniel  Leiby  w'as  born  in  Columbia  county,  Pa., 
near  Bear  Gap,  and  died  in  that  county  at  a com- 
paratively early  age.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. His  wife,  Eebecca  (Yost),  is  still' living  at 
the  homestead.  Children  as  follows  were  born  to 
this  couple;  Esther,  who  married  Joseph  B. 
Campbell ; Amy,  who  married  George  Frederick ; 
William,  of  Sunbury;  Abraham  L.,  of  Bear  Gap; 
and  Francis  M. 

Francis  M.  Leiby  was  born  Oct.  3,  1859,  in 
Columbia  county.  Pa.,  and  has  been  a lifelong 
farmer.  He  first  lived  with  Eli  Xeice  for  a time, 
in  Eush  township,  and  eventually  began  farming 
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ou  his  own  account,  now  owning  a farm  of  about 
150  acres  in  Hush  township,  near  Snydertown.  He 
gives  all  his  time  to  its  cultivation,  in  which  he  has 
been  very  successful.  iMrs.  Leiby  conducts  a store 
in  Snydertown.  Ou  Feb.  14,  1885,  Mr.  Leiby 
married  Ida  iM.  Haupt,  daughter  of  Freeman  and 
Ella  (Xeyhart)  Haupt,  and  they  have  had  two 
children : Harry  E.  and  Edna  ]\L,  the  latter  born 
Sept.  22,  1907.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leiby  are  Metho- 
dists in  religious  connection.  Politically  he  is 
identified  with  the  Pepublican  party.  They  are 
well  known  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  their 
community. 

Harry  E.  Leiby  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  Push  township,  later  attend- 
ing the  State  normal  school  at  Bloomsburg.  He 
then  became  a clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Eailroad  Company  at  Sunbury,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year.  Going  to  Philadelphia,  he  found 
employment  in  the  hat  department  of  Strawbridge 
& Clothier's  large  establishment,  where  he  con- 
tinued for  six  months.  In  190G  he  made  a trip  to 
Europe,  and  returning  to  Yew  York  City  became 
a drug  clerk  on  Long  Island,  for  a time.  He  then 
came  back  to  Snydertown,  in  1907  embarking  in 
the  vehicle  business  in  which  he  has  since  been  in- 
terested, his  location  being  at  the  corner  of  l\Iarket 
and  "Walnut  streets,  in  the  borough  of  Shamokin. 
In  1910  he  became  associated  with  Solomon  Martz 
in  this  business,  under  the  name  Shamokin  !Motor 
Car  Company,  their  specialty  being  the  Buick 
motors.  They  are  doing  a promising  business, 
their  enterprise  and  up-to-date  methods  command- 
ing a discriminating  class  of  patrons.  Mr.  Leiby 
is  well  known  in  various  portions  of  the  county 
besides  his  business  and  home  boroughs,  and  he 
belongs  to  the  Amcricus  Club  and  Lodge  Xo.  267, 
B.  P.  0.  Elks,  at  Sunbury.  He  also  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Odd  Fellows  lodge  at  Snydertown. 

Outside  of  his  business  Mr.  Leiby  has  taken  par- 
ticular interest  in  politics  as  an  ardent  member  of 
the  Eepubliean  party.  In  March,  1910,  he  was 
honored  with  appointment  to  the  office  of  chief 
burgess  of  Snydertown,  which  is  the  largest  bor- 
ough in  area  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  It  was 
a compliment  to  his  ability  and  substantial  qual- 
ities, and  an  evidence  of  the  confidence  of  his  fel- 
low citizens,  not  often  shown  to  a man  of  his 
years. 

HEXEY  L.  LEAM,  treasurer  of  The  Guarantee 
Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company,  of  Shamokin, 
Xorthumberland  county,  has  been  connected  wirli 
that  leading  financial  institution  since  its  organiza- 
tion, in  1896,  in  his  present  capacity  the  greater 
part  of  the  time.  Before  entering  this  line  he  was 
engaged  in  newspaper  work  almost  from  the  begin- 
ning of  his  active  career. 

Mr.  Learn  was  born  Xov.  15,  1865,  at  Ashland, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Harry  Learn  and  grand- 
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son  of  Anthony  Learn,  both  of  who.m  were  natives 
of  England.  On  coming  to  America  with  his  fam- 
ily Anthony  Leam  settled  at  Port  Carbon,  Pa., 
wliere  he  followed  mining,  and  there  he  died.  His 
children  were:  Anthony,  Thomas,  Martha  (Mrs. 

Brown)  and  Harry. 

Harry  Leam  was  born  in  England  and  came  to 
America  with  his  parents.  His  education  was  lim- 
ited, as  he  commenced  work  when  still  a boy.  Lo- 
cating at  Ashland,  Schuylkill  county,  he  built  up 
a successful  business  as  a contractor  and  builder, 
building  many  breakers,  and  he  met  his  death 
while  engaged  in  this  work,  on  a slope,  in  1867. 
All  of  his  busiiress  life  was  passed  at  Ashland, 
where  he  became  well  known  as  an  honorable, 
self-made,  intelligent  man.  He  married  Esther 
Lewis,  who  still  resides  at  Ashland,  and  they  had 
three  children,  Annie,  Henry  L.  and  Minnie,  the 
former  still  residing  with  her  mother. 

Henry  L.  Leam  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Ashland,  and  upon  commencing 
work  found  employment  as  a shipping  clerk.  From 
his  native  place  he  went  to  Pottsville,  same  coun- 
ty, where  he  became  a member  of  the  reporting 
.staff  of  the  Miners’  Journal.  His  next  experience 
was  at  Scranton,  where  he  was  city  editor  of  the 
Tribune,  a well  known  newspaper,  and  from  there 
he  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  was  engaged  as 
a reporter  on  the  Press.  i\Ioving  to  Shamokin,  he 
became  editor  of  the  Shamokin  Dailij  Dispatch, 
which  position  he  held  for  three  years,  until  he 
assumed  his  present  business  relations.  On  March 
1,  1896,  wdien  The  Guarantee  Trust  and  Safe  De- 
posit Company  opened  for  business,  he  became 
teller,  and  two  and  a half  years  later  was  pro- 
moted to  his  present  position,  that  of  treasurer, 
which  he  has  held  ever  since.  His  high  personal 
character,  no  less  than  his  business  ability,  has 
made  him  a most  valuable  man  in  this  responsible 
office,  which  he  has  filled  with  honor.  Outside  of 
his  connection  with  the  bank  Mr.  Leam  is  well 
known  in  Shamokin  as  a member  of  the  Eoyal 
Arcanum  and  the  IMasonic  fraternity,  in  the  latter 
connection  belonging  to  Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo. 
255,  F.  & A.  M.,  Heading  Chapter,  Xo.  264,  E.  A. 
M.,  and  Shamokin  Commandery,  Xo.  77,  K.  T. 
He  is  a Presbyterian  in  religious  connection,  and 
is  serving  the  church  in  which  ho  holds  member- 
ship as  a member  of  the  board  of  trustees  and 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  that  board. 

In  August,  1894,  IMr.  Leam  was  married  to 
Louisa  A.  Shields,  of  Wilkes-Barre.  Pa.,  and  they 
have  had  one  son,  Henry  L.  Leam,  Jr. 

JOHX  AD  AIM  CAKE,  attorney,  of  Sunbury, 
has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  that 
borough  for  a period  of  forty  years  and  has  exten- 
sive real  estate  holdings  in  that  part  of  the  bor- 
ough formerly  known  as  Caketown,  the  manage- 
ment of  which  occupies  considerable  of  his  time. 
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Eor  a uuhiLkt  of  years  he  was  actively  interested 
in  politics,  from  which  he  withdrew,  however, 
some  years  ago. 

Joseph  W.  Cake,  Ins  fatlier,  laid  ont  an  exten- 
sive addition  to  the  original  town  plat  of  Sun- 
bury  which  was  named  Caketown  in  his  lionor,  and 
which  he  had  surveyed  in  Septeinber,  1863.  He 
died  Jan.  1,  1879,  and  his  wife  died  Aug.  25,  1879. 
She  is  buried  at  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa., 
while  Mr.  Cake  is  buried  in  Pomfret  iManor  cem- 
etery at  Sunbmy.  Tliey  had  children  as  follows : 
Alice,  who  married  J.  G.  Lowery;  Joseph;  John 
Adam;  Edith,  who  died  young;  and  Amy,  who 
married  Josepli  S.  Adam. 

John  Adam  Cake  was  born  Aug.  25.  1846,  in 
Harrisburg,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  and  received  his 
preparatory  e<lucation  at  Kusseirs  Military  School, 
taking  his  collegiate  course  at  A"ale  and  Princeton. 
He  studied  law  under  Benjamin  H.  Brewster,  at 
Philadelphia,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Xorthum- 
berland  county  bar  at  Sunbury  in  March,  1870, 
for  a year  previous  to  which  event  he  had  continued 
his  law'  studies  under  Messrs.  Eockefeller  and 
Rohrbach,  in  that  borough.  He  has  ever  since 
maintained  a law  office  in  Sunbury,  in  that  part  of 
the  borough  once  known  as  Caketow'n,  but  which 
has  for  many  years  formed  a part  of  the  munici- 
pality. 

Mr.  Cake  was  quite  active  in  political  affairs 
for  a number  of  years.  In  1867  and  1868,  during 
his  father’s  incumbency  of  the  position  of  United 
States  collector  at  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  he 
w'as  assistant  cashier  at  the  custom  house  in  that 
city.  He  was  one  of  the  early  advocates  of  the 
Greenback  movement,  and  w'as  a delegate  to  the 
convention  held  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  in  1878,  for  the 
organization  of  the  Xational  Greenback  and  Labor 
party,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  wmrk  of  that 
convention.  He  represented  his  district  in  the 
national  conventions  of  that  party  held  in  1880 
and  1884,  working  hard  during  the  Weaver  and 
Butler  campaigns,  and  in  1880  was  himself  the 
nominee  of  his  party  for  Congress,  in  1882  for 
judge  of  the  Supreme  court.  Since  the  disinte- 
gration of  the  Greenlnick  party  he  has  been  a Re- 
publican, but  he  has  not  taken  any  direct  part 
in  public  affairs  or  in  ]>romoting  the  success  of  the 
party  beyond  the  regular  casting  of  his  vote.  He 
is  an  intelligent  and  public-spirited  citizen,  and 
uses  his  influence  in  a quiet  w'ay  for  the  promotion 
of  all  worthy  objects  which  have  in  view  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  general  welfare. 

On  Feb.  27,  1868,  ^Ir.  Cake  married,  at  Potts- 
ville, Pa.,  iMinnie  E.  iMcCullough,  daughter  of 
Capt.  Hugh  IMcCull'ough,  who  lost  his  life  while 
serving  in  the  Hnion  armv  at  the  battle  of  i\Iur- 
freesboro.  Mrs.  Cake  died  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren: (1)  John  Adam,  born  at  Suid)ury  Jan.  19, 
1869,  died  there.  He  graduated  from  the  Sunbury 
high  school  in  1881,  aft(-r  which  he  was  a student 


for  three  years  at  Lafayette  College,  Easton,  Pa., 
and  then  returning  to  Sunbury  read  medicine  with 
the  late  Dr.  P.  B.  Masser,  completing  his  prepara- 
tion for  the  medical  profession  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1893.  He  practiced  at  Sunbury  from  that  time 
until  liis  death,  meeting  with  a degree  of  success 
which  comes  to  few.  He  was  a w'orking  memljer  of 
the  Xorthumberland  County  Medical  Society.  Dr. 
Cake  spent  much  time  at  college  in  the  gymnasium 
and  athletic  sports,  for  which  he  always  retained 
a fondness.  In  February,  1894,  he  married  Clara 
Jones,  of  Shamokin,  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
Helen  Marie.  (2)  iMinnie  C.  is  the  wife  of 
Ma  son  Xoble.  (3)  Jo.seph  W.  is  engaged  as  a 
conductor  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  (4) 
Edith. 

iMr.  Cake  was  married  (second)  to  Mrs.  Dunkel- 
berger.  He  is  a Mason,  holding  membership  in 
Lodge  Xo.  22,  F.  dfc  A.  M.,  of  Sunbury. 

JOHX  A.  HILBISH,  a resident  of  the  borough 
of  Xorthumberland  who  has  recently  retired  from 
farming  to  devote  his  attention  to  other  interests, 
is  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the  promotion  of 
the  development  of  his  town  and  section  and  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  most  progressive  citizens  of  his 
community.  He  has  been  associated  with  various 
])rojects  affecting  the  general  welfare  of  the  lo- 
cality, and  his  public  spirit  and  efficient  services 
have  made  him  one  of  the  most  influential  workers 
in  the  advance  movement  toward  greater  Xorth- 
umberland.  Mr.  Hilbish  was  born  Aug.  7,  1851, 
in  Washington  township.  Snyder  Co.,  Pa..-  son  of 
Daniel  P.  Hilbish,  grandson  of  Peter  Hilbish  and 
great-grandson  of  Peter  Hilbish. 

This  family  comes  of  the  sturdy  German  stock 
which  has  given  Pennsylvania  so  many  of  her 
u.seful  citizens.  The  name,  originally  Hallobush 
or  Hallowbush,  is  now  spelled  in  many  ways — 
Hilbush,  Hillbush.  Hillibish,  Hilbish  and  Haller- 
bush.  Christian  Hallowbush,  the  emigrant  ances- 
tor of  John  H.  Hilbush,  of  Shamokin.  Xorthum- 
berland county,  was  born  in  1718  in  the  German 
Palatinate,  and  came  to  America  in  1721  with  his 
brother  Peter  and  widowed  mother.  They  landed 
at  Philadelphia,  locating  shortly  after  in  Salford 
township,  ilontgomery  county.  Peter  Hallowbush 
was  born  in  1709,  and  died  in  1768,  leaving  five 
children,  Catharine.  Johst.  Magdalena,  Margaret 
and  Ann  iMaria.  Christian  Hallowbush  died  in 
Montgomery  county  in  1778,  the  father  of  four 
children,  iNlagdalena,  Henry,  Adam  and  Peter. 
Undoubtedly  the  family  here  under  consideration 
is  descended  from  this  source. 

Daniel  P.  Hilbish  was  born  in  1810  in  Wash- 
ington township,  Snyder  county,  and  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1861.  He  is  buried  at  Freeburg.  A farmer 
by  occupation,  he  prospered  in  his  calling,  and 
not  only  owned^  the  old  Hilbish  homestead  in 
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Snyder  county  but  also  the  farm  in  Point  town- 
ship, Xorthuinberland  county,  now  owned  by  his 
son  John  A.  Hilbish.  He  Avas  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence,  a leader  in  the  affairs  of  his 
district,  held  various  public  offices,  and  was  one  of 
the  original  founders  of  the  Freeburg  Academy, 
serving  on  the  building  committee  and  later  as 
trustee.  He  contributed  largely  to  the  construc- 
tion and  was  the  leading  spirit  in  the  foundation 
of  this  institution,  Avhere  his  children  Avere  edu- 
cated. On  the  ({ue.stion  of  education  he  had  strong 
convictions,  and  he  did  much  Avork  heneficial  to 
the  community.  He  Avas  a Eepublican  in  politics, 
and  in  religion  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
AA'hich  he  supported  Avith  his  influence  and  means. 
He  Avas  liberal  in  such  matters  as  he  Avas  generous 
and  broad  in  all  the  associations  of  life.  The  old 
homestead  Avhich  he  oAA'ned,  and  which  his  son 
Samuel  G.  took  after  his  death,  has  now  (1910) 
been  in  the  family  name  for  12-5  years,  and  Avas  all 
in  the  forest  Avhen  taken  up  by  his  grandfather, 
Peter.  In  1846  Daniel  P.  Hilbish  purchased  the 
farm  in  Point  township  mentioned  before,  upon 
Avhich  he  erected  a full  set  of  buildings.  Avhich  the 
Pennsylvania  Company  purchased  in  1909.  He 
was  a man  Avhose  Judgment  Avas  so  highly  esteemed 
that  he  Avas  frequently  sought  for  advice  by  his 
neighbors,  and  he  had  the  respect  of  all  Avho  kneAv 
him.  He  married  Elizabeth  Glass,  daughter  of 
George  and  Sarah  (Brill)  Glass,  of  lYashington 
toAvnship,  Snyder  county,  AA'hose  family  were  pio- 
neers in  that  district,  coming  thither  AA'hile  the 
Indians  were  still  roaming  the  territory.  Mrs.  Hil- 
bish long  survived  her  husband,  dying  in  1888  at 
the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  is  likeAvise  buried 
in  the  family  plot  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  at  Free- 
Imrg,  in  Washington  toAvnship.  Eight  children 
Avere  born  to  them : Samuel  G.,  Avho  lives  on  the 

homestead;  Sarah  S.,  Avife  of  Philip  B.  Moyer; 
Mary  A'.,  Avho  married  William  IMotz ; Catharine  A., 
who. married  James  P.  Artley:  one  that  died  in 
infancy;  John  A.;  George  A.,  who  died*  in  1877, 
aged  twenty-four  years ; and  Emma  K..  deceased, 
Avho  married  Dr.  J.  I).  Hilbish  and  after  his  death 
became  the  Avife  of  John  IMotz. 

John  A.  Hilbish  was  born  on  the  Hill)ish  home- 
stead and  Avas  during  his  earlv  youth  a pupil  in 
the  local  public  schools,  later  attending  Freeburg 
Academy,  from  AAdrich  he  Avas  graduated  in  1866. 
Subsequently  he  attended  Palatinate  College,  at 
ilyerstoAATi,  Pa.,  and  later  the  IMlllersville  State 
Xormal  school.  In  1868  he  Avas  licensed  to  teach 
public  school  and  began  teaching  at  IMiddleburg. 
In  all  he  taught  for  live  terms,  during  AA'hich  time 
he  gaA'e  the  highest  satisfaction  to  patrons  and  pu- 
pils alike,  being  regarded  as  an  able  disciplinarian 
as  well  as  an  efficient  instnictor.  He  holds  the 
esteem  of  his  old  pupils  to  this  day.  In  1872-  he 
engaged  in  the  mercantile  Inisiness  in  Freeburg 
and  continued  same  successfully  until  1881,  car- 


rying on  a general  store.  In  1882  he  built  a tine 
resitlence  in  Freeburg.  In  1883  he  came  to  Xorth- 
umberland  and  began  the  cultivation  of  his  236 
acre  farm,  Avhich  has  been  in  the  family  name 
since  1846.  He  farmed  this  place  from  1883  to 
1910,  Avhen  he  gave  up  agricultural  pursuits  to 
look  after  his  other  interests.  He  sold  fortv-scwen 
acres  of  his  land  to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  Avhich  established  its  yards  at  that  point, 
and  in  iOlO  he  laid  out  sixteen  acres  of  his  land 
in  building  lots.  Mr.  Hilbish  has  furthered  other 
projects  for  the  good  of  the  community.  He  Avas 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  new  bank  of  Xorth- 
umberland. 

On  Feb.  10,  1884,  ^[r.  Hilbish  married  Melissa 
Kautz,  daughter  of  Samuel  B.  and  Sarah  (Wet- 
zel) Ivautz,  of  Freeburg,  and  they  hat^e  had  three 
children,  Charles  E.,  John  C.  and  Sarah  I.  Both 
sons  are  graduates  of  Bucknell  Fniversity, 
and  the  elder  is  uoav  engaged  as  a contractor  in 
Xorthuinberland ; he  is  also  a public  surA’eA'or. 
The  daughter  is  a.  member  of  the  class  of  1912, 
Xorthumherland  high  school.  Mr.  Hilbish  and 
his  family  Avorship  at  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Xorthuinberland.  He  is  a Republican  in  poli- 
ties, and  has  held  public  office.  In  1909  he  erect- 
ed the  iieAv  brick  house  at  the  corner  of  King  and 
Hilbish  streets,  in  Xorthumherland,  in  wliich  he 
and  his  family  noAv  reside.  The  location  is  beau- 
tiful, alfording  an  ideal  A'ieAv  of  the  surrounding 
landscape. 

FREDERICK  W.  V.  LOREXZ,  a civil  engineer 
of  high  standing,  and  one  of  the  best  knoAvn  and 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Xorthumlierland  coun- 
ty, Avas  born  in  Burgsteinfurt,  Westphalia,  Ger- 
many, Dec.  26,  18-53,  son  of  Victor  and  Augusta 
( Drost)  Lorenz. 

Y'ictor  Lorenz,  the  father,  held  high  place  in 
his  native  land.  He  Avas  born  Oct.  1-5,  1833,  and 
received  an  excellent  education.  When  but  tAventv- 
flve  years  old  he  Avas  made  counselor  to  the  Prince 
of  Bentheim  Steinfurt,  a position  he  continued 
to  All  for  almost  half  a centurAx  He  died  Oct. 
14,  1902, 

Frederick  W.  V.  Lorenz  Avas  a student  at  the 
Fniversity  of  Halle,  on  the  river  Saale,  until  1873. 
In  1877  he  came  to  the  Fnited  States,  locating 
in  Philadelphia.  Avhere,  hoAvever.  he  remained  Imt 
three  months,  in  January,  1878,  Joining  the  P. 
& T.  Collins  expedition  to  Brazil.  He  Avas  engaged 
in  that  countrv  until  Xovemlicr.  1879,  Avhen  he 
returned  to  The  Fnited  States,  and  hocamo.a  civil 
engineer  in  the  employ  of  the  Philadelphia  V 
Rea<ling  Railway  Company,  and  afterAvard  Avas  a 
clerk  in  tlie  construction  of  the  coal  docks  at  Eliz- 
abethport,  X.  J.,  until  danuary,  1882.  At  that 
time  his  employers  .sent  him  to  Shamokin  to  till 
the  position  of  civil  engineer  in  the  construction 
of  various  branches.  In  September,  1887.  he  Avas 
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appointed  teller  of  the  First  National  Bank,  a 
position  he  tilled  for  some  years.  During  1895-96, 
and  several  times  later,  he  filled  the  office  of  city 
engineer. 

Mr.  Lorenz  has  been  active  in  public  affairs. 
In  1903  he  was  elected  to  represent  the  First  ward' 
on  the  school  board,  and  has  since  given  very  effi- 
cient service,  in  1907  and  1008  serving  as  presi- 
dent of  the  board.  In  politics  he  is  a Eepublicau. 
Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Cresco  Club.  He  is 
also  a member  of  the  ^ladeira  Mamore  Associa- 
tion, which  is  made  up  of  men  connected  with 
the  building  of  railroads  in  Brazil,  South  Amer- 
ica ; annual  banquets  are  held  in  Philadelphia. 

On  June  35,  1881,  Mr.  Lorenz  was  married  to 
Clara  Beury,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Nancy 
(Lawton)  Beury,  of  Shamokin.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  children ; Helen  B.,  born  Aug.  30, 
1885;  Nancy  L.,  born  July  17,  1887,  who  married 
J.  H.  Cooper,  of  Sunbury,  Pa. ; and  Charles  Chris- 
tian and  Frederick  Victor,  twins,  born  Oct.  22, 
1889,  both  of  whom  died  within  two  years  after 
birth. 

Mr.  Lorenz  and  his  family  are  communicants  of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  filled  the  office 
of  vestryman.  In  1898-1899,  accompanied  by  his 
family,  he  made  a trip  to  Europe,  visiting  Ger- 
many and  France.  In  1903  they  made  a second 
trip,  visiting  England,  Ireland,  Germany  and  Aus- 
tria, and  in  1910  a third,  visiting  England,  Hol- 
land, Germany  and  Switzerland.  Mr.  Lorenz  has 
won  a high  place  in  the  estimation  of  the  people 
of  his  adopted  town,  where  he  is  an  enterprising, 
public-spirited  citizen. 

H.  M.  BECEEE,  M.  D.,  has  throughout  his 
practice  made  a specialty  of  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear, 
nose  and  throat,  in  which  line  he  has  a reputation 
that  extends  all  over  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
and.  a patronage  which  takes  him  over  a wide 
territor}'.  He  has  made  his  home  at  Sunbury, 
Northumberland  county,  since  1899. 

Dr.  Becker  is  the  only  son  of  George  F.  Becker 
and  grandson  of  Curtis  A.  Becker,  a native  of 
New  Baltimore,  Y^ork  Co.,  Pa.,  who  died  there 
about  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  ' He 
is  buried  at  Bears  meetinghouse,  though  he  was 
a Lutheran  in  religious  connection.  He  was  a 
wheelwright  and  blacksmith  of  the  old-fashioned 
type  of  tradesman,  being  able  to  make  every  part 
of  a wagon  as  well  as  build  the  wagon  itself.  His 
wife  was  Mary  Fisher,  and  their  children  were: 
Elias,  George  F.,  John,  Simon  (living  at  New 
Baltimore,  Pa.)  and  liirs.  Shue.  The  daughter 
lives  with  her  husband  in  Adams  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

George  F.  Becker  was  born  May  29,  1835,  at 
New  Baltimore.  Pa.,  where  he  continued  to  make 
his  home  until  1892.  Like  his  father  he  was  a 
■carriage  builder,  and  he  made  the  first  buggies 


turned  out  in  his  section  of  the  State.  This  was 
during  Civil  war  times.  He  prospered  in  this 
business,  employing  from  twelve  to  twenty-five 
men,  and  he  also  had  a farm.  From  1892  until 
Ids  death  he  lived  at  Hanover,  Pa.  He  died  Nov. 
19,  1903,  and  is  buried  at  Bears  meetinghouse. 
He  was  a Lutheran  in  religious  faith.  He  married 
Lucy  Ann  IMyers,  daughter  of  Conrad  Myers,  of 
Codorus  township,  at  what  is  called  Seven  Val- 
leys. Mrs.  Becker  is  now  living  at  Hanover,  York 
county.  Tavo  children  Avere  lx>rn  to  her  and  her 
husband;  Annie  M.  (wife  of  LeA’i  BoAAunan)  and 
H.  M. 

H.  M.  Becker  Avas  born  May  3,  1873,  at  New 
Baltimore,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  NeAv  Baltimore, -later  becoming  a stu- 
dent at  the  Cumberland  Valley  State  normal 
school,  from  which  he  Avas  graduated  in  1892. 
From  1893  to  1891:  he  continued  his  studies  at 
Gettysburg  College,  after  v.ddch  he  took  a course 
in  the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania.  Graduating  in  1898,  he  took  a 
post-graduate  course  at  the  Polyclinic  hospital,  in 
diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  subse- 
(|uently,  in  1903,  taking  a similar  course  in  the 
NeAv  York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary  and  in  the 
NeAv  York  Polyclinic  Hospital  and  Post  Graduate 
School  of  Medicine.  On  Dec.  20,  1899,  he  settled 
at  Sunbury,  Avhere  he  has  since  practiced,  though 
his  work  is  by  no  means  confined  to  that  borough 
or  section.  He  is  now  engaged  in  dispensary  work 
at  the  Wills  Eye  hospital  in  Philadelphia.  Dr. 
Becker,  has  numerous  professional  associations  and 
has  been  active  in  medical  organizations.  He  is 
a member  of  the  Sunbury  Medical  Club,  organ- 
ized for  sociability  as  well  as  study  ; a member  of 
the  Northumberland  County  Medical  Society,  of 
tlie  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Societv,  of  the 
American  Medical  Association,  of  the  American 
Ophthalmological  Society,  and  of  the  Sigma  Alpha 
Epsilon  fraternity  of  Gettysburg  College.  He  is 
a past  president  of  his  county  medical  society  and 
lias  been  district  censor  since  1904.  He  is  a Ma- 
son, holding  membership  in  Maclay  Lodge,  No. 
632,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Sunbury,  and  in  the  Temple 
Club.  Dr.  Becker  is  a member  of  the  surgical 
staff  of  the  Mar>^  M.  Packer  hospital  at  Sunbury, 
having  charge  of  all  the  eye  and  ear  work  at  that 
institution.  He  is  medical  examiner  for  various 
life  insurance  companies  and  insurance  fraterni- 
ties. 

On  Nov.  23,  1904,  Dr.  Becker  married  Maud 
O.  Keefer,  daughter  of  John  S.  Keefer,  of  Sun- 
liury. 

COL.  WILLIAM  CLAPHAM,  who  built  Fort 
Augusta,  and  Avas  the  first  officer  in  charge  there, 
Avas  commissioned  captain  and  lieutenant-colonel 
March  29,  1756,  and  commanded  the  3d  Battalion, 
known  as  the  Augusta  regiment.  The  erection  of 
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a fort  at  Sliainukin  (now  Suubury)  had  been 
urged  repeatedly  by  friendly  Indians.  It  was  prob- 
ably first  suggested  by  Andrew  Montour  and  Mon- 
ocatootha  at  Harris's  Ferry  on  Xov.  1,  1755,  and 
at  once  received  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  governor,  who  intended  to  build  it  that  winter. 
On  Jan.  17,  1756,  it  was  again  broug-ht  to  the 
notice  of  the  governor  at  a conference  at  Carlisle. 
The  Indians  said  the  fort  would  be  “a  place  of 
refugt!  in  times  of  distress  for  us  with  our  wives 
and  children  to  tly  to  for  our  safety.’’  Con- 
struction would  probably  have  commenced  at  once 
if  the  ^yeather  had  permitted.  The  Indians  were 
impatient  at  the  delay,  and  at  other  conferences, 
held  Feb.  ‘X2d  and  April  10th,  urgently  ref[uested 
the  governor  to  keep  his  promise.  The  location 
was  inaccessible,  e.xcept  by  water,  and  opposition 
from  the  enemy  was  not  improbable.  The  ap- 
propriations made  by  the  Provincial  Assembly  were 
dispensed  under  the  supervision  of  a board  of  com- 
missioners, who  were  not  in  cordial  sympathy 
with  the  governor’s  plans,  and  it  was  not  until 
April,  1756,  that  their  consent  to  this  project  was 
obtained.  The  consent  of  the  commissioners  was 
coupled  with  a request  that  four  hundred  troops 
should  be  raised  for  the  e.xpedition,  and  the  3d 
Battalion  was  accordingly  recruited.  It  rendez- 
voused at  Fort  Hunter  and  marched  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Susquehanna  as  far  as  Fort  Halifax, 
stopping  en  route  at  ^McKee's  store  (opposite  the 
mouth  of  Sherman's  creek),  whence  on  June  5th 
Colonel  Clapham  marched  with  five  companies  and 
eighteen  .batteaux  and  canoes  loaded,  arriving  the 
next  afternoon  at  Fort  Halifax.  The  progress 
of  the  expedition  was  attended  with  many  diffi- 
culties. Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  ascending  tlie  Juniata  rapids:  many  of  the  bat- 
teaux grounded,  '"though  laden  with  no  more 
than  four  barrels  of  j)ork  and  a few  light  things.” 
It  was  the  governor's  idea  to  use  canoes  only  in  the 
transportation  service,  the  batteaux  being  substi- 
tuted at  the  suggestion  of  John  Harris.  While  the 
transportation  of  tlie  stores  up  the  river  was  in 
progress  the  main  body  of  the  troops  was  employed 
in  erecting  Fort  Halifax.  This  was  not  included 
originally  in  the  plan  of  the  expedition,  but  tvas 
undertaken  by  Colonel  Clapham  in  the  exercise  of 
his  discretionary  powers.  Continuing  the  march 
about  five  miles  above  Fort  Halifax,  the  troops 
proceeded  thence  along  the  west  bank  of  the  river  to 
a point  opposite  Sunbury,  where  they  cros.sed  in 
batteaux. 

In  a letter  to  Colonel  Clapham  dated  June  1'2, 
1756,  the  governor  submits  him  two  plans  of  forts, 
allowing  him  to  use  his  own  judgment  in  choosing 
the  kind  of  fort  best  suited  to  the  place  and  con- 
ditions, as  well  as  to  select  the  site,  except  that  it 
had  to  be  on  the  east  side  of  the  Susquehanna;  and 
he  was  instructed  to  put  up  a breastwork  at  once, 
so  that  his  men  could  carry  on  the  work  in  safety. 


The  temporary  defenses  he  constructed  were  ap- 
proved by  the  governor  in  another  communication. 
The  work  progressed  but  slow'iy,  as  there  was  but 
one  team  of  draft  horses  to  be  had,  but  neverthe- 
less it  went  steadily  forward,  for  on  Aug.  11th  he 
Frote ; 'AVe  have  the  walls  of  the  fort  now  above 
half  finished  and  our  other  works  in  such  situation 
that  we  can  make  a very  good  defense  against  any 
body  of  French  and  Indians  that  shall  seat  thenL- 
selves  before  us  without  cannon.”  The  Colonel 
evidently  was  in  favor  of  strengthening  the  fort, 
for  in  one  letter  he  speaks  of  strengthening  ‘This 
post  by  doubling  the  fort  with  another  case  of 
logs  and  filling  up  the  intermediate  space  with 
earth  in  order  to  render  it  cannon-proof,  which  I 
think  ought  to  be  done’’;  and  again:  “This  post, 
which  is  in  my  opinion  of  the  utmost  consequence 
to  the  Province,  is  already  defensible  against  all 
the  pou'er  of  musketry,  but  as  it  is,  from  the  na- 
ture of  its  situation,  e.xposed  to  a more  formidable 
descent  from  the  West  Branch,  it  ought,  I think,  to 
be  rendered  still  stronger.”  On  Sept.  23d  he  .sent 
a plan  (probably  the  original  of  which  that  in  the 
British  Museum  is  a copy)  of  the  completed  fort 
to  Governor  Denny  with  the  information  that  its 
construction  had  required  'Tittle  better  than  the 
space  of  six  weeks.”  This  referred  only  to  the 
works  originally  projected,  probably  constructed 
from  the  plans  furnisiied  by  the  governor  without 
any  special  engineering  supervision.  On  Oct.  17, 
1756,  E.  Tleyer,  an  engineer  in  the  Provincial  ser- 
vice, and  James  Young,  the  commissary  general, 
arrived  at  Harris’s  Ferry,  thence  ])roceeding  to 
Fort  Augusta  with  Captain  Lloyd.  Improvements 
were  apparently  made  at  Mr.  Meyer’s  suggestion, 
judging  by  a later  report  of  the  Colonel,  who  con- 
tinues to  refer  to  the  lack  of  tools  and  con- 
veniences as  hampering  the  work. 

They  were  in  constant  danger  of  attacks  by  the 
French  and  Indians.  Fort  Granville  was  taken 
and  burned  July  30,  1756,  and  an  attack  upon 
Fort  Augusta  was  deemed  highly  probable.  The 
fleet  of  batteaux  ascended  and  descended  the  river 
under  a strong  guard,  the  killing  of  more  than  one 
white  person  having  shown  this  to  be  necessary. 
A friendly  Indian  chief  bringing  new«  of  the  ap- 
proach of  a large  force  of  French  and  Indians,  dis- 
jiatches  were  at  once  transmitted  to  Colonel  Clap- 
ham.  who  was  then  at  Harris’s  Ferry,  and  he  im- 
mediately returned  to  Fort  Augusta,  determined 
to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity.  The  garrison 
was  reinforced,  and  additional  works  were  con- 
structed which  so  strengthened  the  post  as  to  war- 
rant offensive  measures.  Accordingly,  a iletail  was 
sent  out'  to  advance  on  the  Indian  to\ni  of 
Chingleclamouse  (situated  on  the  West  Branch  at 
the  present  site  of  Clearfield)  and  destroy  it  if 
occupied,  otherwise  to  leave  no  trace  of  tlie  visit. 
It  was  found  to  be  deserted. 

Life  at  the  post  was  not  only  rendered  hazai'dous 


tlT 


A I J > ' f Ti  T t U Cvy  OX  K 1^0  X 


■*^ffc  'ji| 


*i««^  HiV  ''t  :rl1i  ?i-  '-i)^U  [?/»« 

?aJ  .lihjifii*  O flftijii,  1u  mi'tk;!  fkira  .»oX 

•*  , . z u ' . ■ ‘ •.  / . M 'i/  i '■  , ' »«>•  <..:  .1  i'  .’ . .1'.  - ■ #.  l«  * - ,1 


vi(  \yj>  iw'Jtf  (,  rtjJvUiuci  , 

i>.^W 

00  rrJi^il 

«if  riHt  rn  vi'ii'^«i^’{W'''W ^fdftToyfcX'W;/ 

■i^aki  rtp^iK  i ”iO  in^lVTKil  '*%•“  oi  fyotuMal&dv 

LO,ai'vU?  ^4l<j>rvh'}<' j)i>i!i«r^  ?sw  if 

virn  H W ..  . - 

‘•MiyipT  la^rt  tf/i 

itU(<r'>n»  uitT 

Jv-t  -idt  ^oriixiii;.  - . , .,  , V , f 

tiih^  Y»t  «5<jt  > ;»  iffTsUnf  iin*  Mi  m>V ’d'K'Of,  • a/nri^xWfiu 

‘Xijf}  tyiintaa  riii‘«  i ;o^  ‘mIj  ^ortilMi  f>  vtf  i-M/iWo/t  .'ilT 

iiffM  iKtom  »lBlf»7Mrt‘Mnt'  'lilt  *n<  Oiifi  i^^tn  XviJiM  f)06 

I <!*Md#-,.J»xr(>-0ormi»,-t  ntiiivt  i/I  'ivfno  tu.  tli'ii-^  %h}i9^'fu 

£mi' ''•Midi) -ffd  Aiiiiii  mkI'  .-jifiinoiq  ghl  ijf 

4 A/J4*up5tt»o:(  airt-Miifi  ixit  ‘(lAMMluiijM  '{/o  at  -ii  . ityU^//  ,X'!/i!\//  fd 

Ils  >*oitt'^tr  Mi0  nt  iiiJT  .i^jdc^ct'rqjoi  joff  in'#' 

-»a  ttiU  DHi^X  ' Jt. -Tfi  a’nff  .7  ))V«;Mff(  ,o  c«VM«j  ftfJji  kf>uitoil  oiit -'^rspifc 

sooni  u ni  -jqoo?fo  frtEMtf  i»  Vv  tjf4fi{ /*io<|«S' 

,4iiid7  1 »'Ji!^wM  .ilaijjfUil  t^'/r iif<n'i  >£^aiiiqitr'>  iB/fw  tij  aoo  oti'ff 


:ra‘v- nfi  hVi:  4/jfid  aO  Uin  lTt^;v,,w  if 


•>ih  ahlh  IjI-  miM  Ban 

‘tjh  dj  yjjav  Tiv'i'ts^iiJi  ‘ sirfl’  ^is!  !lu;  ,-se^m  il  Tl^af^oiJdjj 

iK.iotrtiami'  n/i  <to  ^oife^lkA  f >o8 -latttqlj 

'*  tMrtrf^iv/ t mi^4,  lifvril  .tef-f  ifi  tfil  s» 

,Tf  0tf  ,oo,q^rr^q!/^7s.^lr'vsni^  Imtji^fe.  .TijB  9^yh  n‘9^7f-jlC  it  ci4o'<vt ' 

-I'M'  - rlfft'  m »’n'8ttirjwl_ 

Jfti'iosa  4*y*i9*f  fvrtB’iVwr*/  .!?«« difff  I?f>i^30Ror 

^*'fiia»ii;7a>)ffjrfii  mfijqB!')  ilft 

' ' fvfrjl/  vtl/  Tfi  .tlhtifff  M invTTiKiqji,, 

frm/  pitfjMB  oUiB^(^Mm6p 

-iM«M  [>nf.  'il'to?  Jo  'i’>f;i  '>ili  o)  joh'i  ,q ' i.  ^,.«t 


,54707?  iDJli  'P;rM7^fo,%  Mo^f  roii  iWf?/  rifwf  a%Boflr*' ■ " 


-*i!>  7rf'?i7o.Tt!.-;)ny'^^  i/i  47q‘w,  7«HT  '/r^'t  a fifis  Itj  isfOTiM 


i"«'<U  X*jr.,<)«  nn  fn/>  »6r. 


p|/3  j;0f;)t|^  >«ft  .^rar/lf^  p 

‘iiinpia  ^fi:WP 


{t. 


■swit  .mff' 


-fjo;;  tycrjf 


srfi'  ,^7tra'Ai?p  '1^-f  iwtf  -riBilTa  jtWfltBrJ?' 

If  k-Ji'.'Vr  !A7i^lilA>X*t»qR  ^6t/'  ' "'  pga  . i 


V 


1i«iv  onJ  in 


,Brf^  IB''5',&?8 


‘ t pa 


TMll 


?18 


XOKTHrMBEHLAXU  COUN'I’Y.  I’EXXSYLVAA  lA 


1)V  constant  danger  of  attack,  out  the  lack  of  j)ro- 
visions  and  difficulty  of  transporting  them  made 
the  situation  doubly  hai’d.  Ammunition  was  low 
at  a most  critical  period;  food  supplies  were  in- 
sufficient and  uncertain;  and  inadequate  finances 
made  the  payment  of  the  men  for  their  services  so 
irregular  that  it  was  hard  for  the  commander  to 
keep  them  loyal.  Xor  was  this  feeling  confined 
to  the  ranks.  The  “extremely  parsimonious  policy 
of  the  commissioners  * * * caused  general 

dissatisfaction  among  the  officers,”  who  com- 
plained that  they  had  not  received  the  ])ay  prom- 
ised and  asked  permission  to  resign.  Tiiis  disaf- 
fection prevailed  among  the. officers  of  the  entire 
regiment.  Colonel  Clapham  upholding  them  in 
their  demands.  On  Sept.  ‘f3,  IToG,  he  wrote  Gov- 
ernor Denny  stating  that  four  months’  pay  was 
due  the  regiment,  and  as  many  of  the  soldiers  had 
families  to  support  he  had  to  lend  the  greater  part 
of  his  own  salary  to  them  to  .keep  them  from  de- 
serting or  returning  home  when  their  terms  of 
enlistment  expired.  At  length,  “tired  with  the 
discouragements  perpetually  given  to  the  service 
by  the  commissioners  and  with  their  particular 
treatment  of  him,’'  he  resigned  his  commission, 
and  was  succeeded  in  command  of  the  Augusta 
regiment  by  Maj.  James  Burd.  the  officer  next  in 
rank,  who  arrived  at  Fort  Augusta,  Dec.  8,  1756. 
At  that  time  there  were  280  men  “doing  duty” 
and  nine  officers  “for  duty.” 

RIGHT  REY.  JOHX  JOSEPH  KOCH,  D.  D., 
Y.  G.,  the  heloved  pastor  of  St.  Pldward's  Roman 
Catholic  Clmrch,  the  oldest  religious  organization 
in  Shamokin,  and  the  first  to  build  a church  in 
the  town,  has  long  lieen  identified  with  everything 
affecting  the  spiritual  and  moral  advancement  of 
the  people  with  whom  he  has  been  so  closely  asso- 
ciated for  forty-five  years.  As  citizen  no  less  than 
in  his  priestly  capacity  Father  Koch  holds  the 
reverence  and  admiration  of  the  people  of  Sha- 
mokin to  an  unusual  degree.  His  sterling  worth 
as  a man,  his  high  ideals  of  duty  and  responsi- 
bility, his  broad  Christian  spirit,  and  his  achieve- 
ments in  a long  career  of  devotion,  have  won  him  a 
foremost  place  among  the  most  influential  people 
of  the  borough.  A life  of  such  wide  usefulness 
falls  to  the  lot  of  few  men. 

PYthcr  Koch  was  born  Feb.  5,  1840.  in  lior- 
raine,  France.  ])art  of  the  Province  of  Alsace-Ijor- 
raine  which  was  ceded  bv  France  to  Germany  in 
1871  after  the  war  which  ended  in  the  triumph- 
ant march  of  the  Germans  to  Paris,  and  his  parents, 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Francois)  Koch,  were  also 
natives  of  that  Province.  At  the  age  of  eight  and 
a half  years  he  entered  tlie  University  of  Pont- 
a-Mousson  near  Xancy,  I.orraine,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  Aug.  5,  1857,  at  the  early  age  of 
seventeen  years.  He  then  entered  the'  Seminary 
at  Xancy,  having  determined  to  study  for  the 


priesthood,  and  he  I'cmained  in  fhat  institution  for 
about  five  years,  taking  the  philosophical  and  the- 
ological courses,  and  leaving  within  four  months 
of  the  time  required  to  complete  the  work.  The 
cessation  of  his  studio-'  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
because  of  his  youth  he  could  not  l)c  ordained  a 
})riest  for  two  years,  he  being  two  years  under  the 
age  fixed  by  the  church  for  ordination.  This  cir- 
cumstance rendered  it  advisable  for  him  to  remain 
in  France  ami  await  the  time  when  lie  might  enter 
the  priestliood  there.  In  1861,  in'  response  to  an 
invitation  from  Bishop  'Wood  of  Philadelphia,  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  priests  at  that  period 
being  comparatively  few  as  compared  with  fhe  ex- 
tensive fields  in  which  the  work  of  the  church  was 
being  energetically  prosecuted.  After  spending 
two  weeks  in  Paris  he  sailed  for  this  country,  and 
after  a brief  stay  in  Xew  York  Gity  joined  Bishop 
Wood  in  Philadelph.ia,  in  May.  He  entered  the 
Seminary  of  St.  Charles  Borromeo,  in  Philadel- 
phia. He  was  then  twenty-two  years  of  age,  too 
young  to  he  ordained  unless  by  special  dispensa- 
tion, the  age  of  ordination  to  the  priesthood  being 
twenty-four  years.  In  order  that  his  services 
might  he  utilized  and  he  might  immediately  enter 
upon  the  duties  he  had  chosen  for  his  life  work,  a 
dispensation  was  granted  by  Bishop  Wood,  who  or- 
dained and  admitted  him  to  the  priesthood  Feb. 
25,  1863.  He  was  first  installed  as  an  assistant 
at  St.  Patrick's  Church,  Philadelphia.  Two  months 
later  he  was  appointed  assistant  chaplain  for  the 
hospitals  in  the  Quaker  City,  an  honor  which  was 
liestowed  upon  him  because  of  his  special  fitness 
for  the  work  and  his  knowledge  of  Latin,  French, 
German,  Italian  and  English. 

Father  Koch’s  abilities  as  a priest  quickly  dem- 
onstrated themselves  and  he  was  transferred  to  this 
section  to  take  charge  of  important  territory.  He 
located  in  Milton,  Xorthumberland  county,  in  Xo- 
vember,  1863,  assuming  the  charge  of  the  church 
there,  St.  Joseph's,  and  also  of  the  churches  and 
missions  in  five  counties,  including  (ute  at  Cas- 
cade, Lycoming  county,  where  there  was  an  Irish 
settlement  nmubering  seventy  families,  and  where 
he  built  a church;  a German  congregation  at  Dan- 
ville, St.  Hubert's,  where  he  built  the  church;  at 
Trevorton.  where  he  took  u]>  and  zealously  pushed 
to  completion  a church  which  was  unfinished  when 
the  priest  died  who  formerly  had  been  in  charge  of 
the  congregation  (he  paid  off  the  debt  there)  ; the 
churches  at  Sutd)ury  and  Lewisluirg;  and  the  mis- 
sions at  Herndon.  Ralston  and  J'rout  Run.  His 
mission  extended  from  Ralston.  Lycoming  county, 
to  Georgetown.  Xorthumberland  comity,  and  in- 
cluded five  churches  and  fifteen  stations.  For 
three  years  our  subject  made  his  headquarters 
at  Mdton,  vigorously  performing  the  multitude  of 
duties  incund)ent  ujion  him  as  the  shepherd  of  so 
many  flocks  of  the  faithful  in  the  adjaeent  country. 
Under  his  pastoratt'  the  debts  of  St.  Josepb.'s  wore 
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the  buildinj;'  lepaired,  and  other  sul'Stantial 
iin)novLMiients  carried  out.  In  August,  1866,  Slia- 
niokin  was  organized  into  a parisli,  witii  Trevorton, 
Locust  Gap  and  Mount  C'arniel  as  missions.  Fa- 
ther Kodi  was  appointed  the  rirst  pastor,  and  re- 
moved to  Shamokin  Se[)t.  'i,  1866,  in  obedience  to 
orders  transferring  him  to  the  larger  sphere  of 
usefulness  and  placing  u[ion  him  the  important  re- 
sponsibilitv  of  enlarging  and  perfecting  the  or- 
ganization in  behalf  of  his  church  in  the  coal  re- 
gion of  X'orthumberland  county.  He  took  control 
the  secxmd  Sunday  in  Septeml)er  and  was  the  first 
resident  pastor  of  St.  Edward’s  Church  in  Sha- 
mokin. 

A brief  review  of  the  history  of  St.  Edward's 
Church  is  necessary  to  a cleai-  and  satisfactory  un- 
•derstanding  of  the  conditions  which  e.xisted  when 
Father  Koch  assumed  charge  of  the  church  and 
the  remarkable  energy  he  displayed  in  the  ac- 
civmplishment  of  remarkable  achievements  in  the 
years  which  he  has  devoted  to  the  church  and  the 
Catholics  of  Shamokin  and  vicinity.  Many  Cath- 
olics were  employed  in  the  construction  of  the  Dan- 
ville A'  Pottsvilie  railroad,  and  as  early  as  1838 
Catholic  services  were  held  in  Shamokin  by  the 
])riests  of  I’ottsville  and  Minersville.  A half  acre 
of  land  in  the  west  end  of  the  village  was  secured 
for  a church  and  cemeteiy  and  in  1839  sufficient 
money  had  l)een  raised  to  erect  a frame  edifice.  ‘20 
by  3’2  feet  in  dimensions,  unplastered  and  very 
plain,  on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  site.  The 
leaders  in  this  enterprise  were  Patrick  Peilly, 
master  mechanic  in  the  I'ailroad  shops,  and  IMat- 
thew  Brannigan,  and  the  small  church  was  built 
by  Stephen  Bittenbcnder.  It  was  dedicated  as  St. 
Edward's  Church,  ()ct.  11,  1840,  by  Bishop  Ken- 
rick  of  Philadelphia.  These  early  Catholics  of  the 
little  village  of  Shamokin  were  administered  to  by 
priests  of  Pottsvilie,  Minei'sville,  Danville  and  Mil- 
ton,  and  occasionally  by  a missionary,  and  thus 
their  faith  was  ke})!  fittingly  before  them  and  they 
rejoiced  in  their  worship,  though  in  a most  hum- 
ble and  scantily  furnished  church.  Pev.  Michael 
Sheridan,  pastor  of  St.  .Toseph's  Church,  Danville, 
bad  charge  of  the  congregation  from  18-54  to  Oc- 
tober, 1857,  when  ho  was  succeeded  by  Pev.  Ed- 
ward Murray,  who  served  as  pastor  for  nearly  nine 
rears,  giving  wav  to  Father  Koch  in  September, 
1866. 

Upon  taking  control  of  the  Shamokin  parish 
Father  Koch  immediately  set  out  to  infuse  new 
life  into  the  congregation  and  to  build  up  the 
church.  He  soon  lM)ught  the  site  upon  which  the 
])resent  handsome  edifice  stands,  for  -$3,400.  The 
old  frame  building  was  demolished,  giving  way  to 
a considerably  larger  edifice,  which  was  opened  on 
Thanksgiving  Day,  1866.  So  rapidly  diil  the  con- 
gregation of  St.  Edward's  increase  under  the  aide 
guidance  ’of  Father  Koch  that  in  the  spring  of 
1867  it  was  necessary  to  fiiidher  etdargo  the  church 


that  tile  people  might  comforlablv  be  accommo- 
dated and  that  none  migiit  be  deprived  of  tiie 
privilege,  which  they  so  gg't-atly  desired,  of  attend- 
ing services.  In  the  spring  of  186!)  a parochial 
residence  was  erected  on  a lot  adjoining  the  church, 
at  an  expenditure  of  $8,500.  Constantly  the  at- 
tendance upon  the  church  increased  and  within  a 
short  period  of  time  tiie  congregation  had  grown 
so  large  that  a new  place  of  worship  was  an  im- 
perative necessity.  Ground  was  broken  in  the  sum- 
mer of  187'2,  foundations  were  put  in,  and  Sept. 
14tli  Father  Koch  laid  the  first  stone  in  tiie  wall  of 
tlie  church  whicli  is  to-day  the  pride  of  the  Cath- 
olics at  Shamokin.  The  corner  stone  was  laid  with 
imiu'essive  ceremonies  May  '23,  187!?,  by  Bishop 
O’Hara  of  Scranton.  A contract  had  been  let  for 
the  entire  stone  work,  but  the  contractor  abandoned 
the  work,  an -act  which  would  utterly  have  dis- 
couraged a less  energetic,  less  persevering  man 
than  our  subject.  Determined  that  there  should 
be  no  unnecessary  delay.  Father  Koch  for  the  time 
acted  as  his  own  contractor,  and  hiring  masons  su- 
perintended the  construction  of  the  walls  until  they 
were  ready  for  the  roof,  at  the  same  time  keeping 
up  with  his  many  pastoral  duties.  In  December, 
1873,  the  roof  was  on,  the  tower  was  built  and 
walks  had  been  laid  about  the  structure.  On 
Christmas  morning  the  first  mass  was  celebrated 
in  the  basement  of  the  new  church,  in  which  the 
services  were  held  until  June  6,  1880.  when  the 
finished  ehurch  was  dedicated.  The  edifice  is  of 
white  cut  standstone,  (puirried  from  the  mountain- 
side about  a mile  from  Shamokin;  its  interior 
is  64  feet  wide  and  1’25  feet  long,  and  the  tower 
is  ‘207  feet  high.  The  cinnpletion  of  the  building 
was  delayed  by  the  lack  of  funds,  Imt  Father  Koch 
Iio])efully  and  energetically  kept  at  work  and  fi- 
nally was  enabled  to  see  the  church  finished  in  rea- 
sonable time.  In  Xovember,  1876,  a chime  of  four 
large  bells  was  hung  in  the  tower,  weighing,  witli 
the  fittings,  8,500  pounds.  The  frescoing  in  the 
interior  was  done  in  four  months,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  a well  known  Philadelphia  artist.  Over 
the  main'  altar  are  paintings  representing*  the 
Crueifixion,  St.  Patrick,  and  the  patron  of  the 
church,  St.  Edward,  the  figures  being  life-size. 
In  the  center  of  the  ceiling  a beautiful  fresco 
twenty-two  feet  in  diameter  portravs  the  "Resur- 
rection of  Christ”  and  is  surrounded  by  figures  of 
the  four  Plvangelists,  and  around  the  walls  are 
paintings  of  the  twelve'  Apostles.  Esj)ccially  no- 
ticeable are  two  beautiful  pieces  of  'tatuary  stand- 
ing on  either  side  of  the  altar,  one  representing 
"Christ  meeting  His  Alother  on  His  Way  to  Cal- 
vary,” and  the  other  "The  Descent  from  the  Cross,'’’ 
both  of  which  were  imported  from  France  by  Fa- 
ther Koch.  The  building  is  lighted  with  electric- 
ity (St.  Edward’s  was  the  first  church  in  the 
world  to  be  lighted  with  electricity)  and  heated 
by  steam,  and  has  a seating  capacity  of  over  one-. 
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thousand,  ami  as  many  as  fourteen  hundred  per- 
sons have  gathered  within  its  walls. 

Especial  attention  has  been  paid  to  educational 
facilities  by  FatUer  Koch  since  he  assumed  charge 
of  St.  Edward's  Church.  In  1874  he  organized 
a parochial  school,  using  the  old  church  as  a school 
building,  and  opened  it  in  Septend)er  of  that  year. 
The  sch(X)l  was  for  the  first  year  of  its  existence  in 
charge  of  lay  teachers.  In  1875  the  school  was 
placed  under  the  supervision  of  four  Sisters  of 
Charity  from  l\lount  St.  Vincent,  New  York,  and 
in  1877  a convent  was  erected  for  them.  Subse- 
quently a lot  was  purchased  opposite  the  church 
and  the  present  brick  school  rvas  built,  being  com- 
pleted in  1883-84.  The  school  is  now  conducted 
by  fourteen  Sisters  of  Charity  and  has  over  seven 
hundred  pupils. 

The  congregation  of  St.  Edward's  now  numbers 
about  four  thousand  souls,  and  of  these  over  2,650 
, are  communicants.  Its  Sunday  school  is  very 
large  and  the  rector  takes  great  pride  in  it. 

For  twenty-three  years  Father  Koch  has  been 
vicar  general  of  tlie  Diocese  of  Harrisburg.  On  the 
death  of  Bishop  McGovern,  in  1898,  he  was  ap- 
pointed administrator  of  the  diocese. 

St.  Joseph's  congregation  at  liocust  Gap  wor- 
shipped in  the  school  building  until  1870,  when 
Father  Koch  erected  a church  costing  $7,800, 
which,  was  finished  and  dedicated  Aug.  .27,  1871. 
In  1872  he  purchased  four  acres  of  land  adjoining 
the  village  of  Springfield  for  a cemetery,  which 
was  consecrated,  and  has  since  been  used  by  the 
Catholics  of  this  portion  of  the  county. 

JOHN  J.  'IV.  SCH'VTVRTZ,  late  of  Shamokin, 
former  ■ treasurer  of  Northumberland  county,  and 
for  many  years  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
popular  citizens  of  his  borough,  was  born  near 
Paxinos,  in  Shamokin  township,  this  county,  July 
21,  1841,.  son  of  Francis  Peter  Schwartz.  His 
great-grandfather  was  a native  of  Saxony,  emi- 
grating in  his  youth  to  the  New  IVorld,  and  serv- 
ing throughout  the  Revolution  in  the  Continental 
army.  In  1803  he  located  at  Reading,  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

John  Schwartz,  grandfather  of  John  J.  "W., 
settled  at  Sunbury,  where  he  died  and  is  buried. 
His  children  were:  Maj.  John;  Francis  Peter; 

Anna,  married  to  Jacob  Seitzinger ; IMary,  mar- 
ried to  John  Ruch ; and  Elizabeth,  marricnl  to 
Fred  Haas. 

Francis  Peter  Schwartz,  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  1796,  and  died  in  1862,  aged  sixty-six  years. 
He  was  well  known  in  Northumberland  county  in 
his  day,  and  for  many  years  taught  school  and 
wrote  deeds  and  wills.  He  had  a wide  reputation 
for  superior  education.  In  his  young  manhood 
he  was  employed  for  a year  in  one  of  the  depart- 
ments at  Washington,  D.  C.  For  some  time  he 
conducted  the  FuhUck  Inf/tiiri’r,  one  of  the  early 


jiapers  of  Sunbury.  started  in  1820  by  Samuel  J. 
Packer.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  served  as  en- 
sign in  Capt.  Jacob  Hummell''s  company  from 
Northumberland  count}-,  and  has  the  distinction  of 
being  the  only  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812  that  was 
buried  at  Reed's  church,  in  Ralpho  township.  He 
.was  town  clerk  of  the  borough  of  Sunbury  at  an 
early  date.  His  death  occurred  at  his  home  near 
Paxinos.  He  married  Julia  Haas,  daughter  of 
Peter  Haas,  and  their  children  were:  John  J.  W. ; 
Rosina,  who  married  Jeremiah  Bloom;  and  Fran- 
cis P.,  who  died  young  and  is  buried  in  a small 
burying  ground  in  Cumru  township,  Berks  county. 

John  J.  W.  Schwartz  attended  the  public 
schools,  but  from  the  early  age  of  ten  years  was 
obliged  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  family, 
hiring  out  to  neighboring  farmers  in  the  Shamokin 
Valley  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen.  Dur- 
ing this  time  he  had  three  or  four  months’  school- 
ing each  year.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age 
he  became  a clerk  in  the  store  of  Haas  & Fagelv, 
of  Locust  Gap,  at  a salary  of  a hundred  dollars 
a year  and  board.  This  occupation  he  continued 
for  a period  of  twenty-five  years,  and  became  a very 
valuable  man.  He  remained  with  the  firm  until 
June  16,  1863,  when  he  and  George  Martz  of 
Shamokin  were  mustered  into  the  United  Stutes 
army,  in  Company  A,  28th  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  Capt.  Thomas  R.  Jones,  serving  dur- 
ing the  emergency.  On  his  return  from  the  army 
Mr.  Schwartz  resumed  his  former  position,  remain- 
ing therein  until  Jan.  1,  1864,  when  he  came  tn 
Shamokin  to  clerk  in  the  store  of  William  Fagelv 
& Co.  From  there  he  went  to  the  Cameron  col- 
liery to  keep  books  and  ship  coal  for  the  firm  of 
John  Haas  & Co.  This  firm  was  later  succeeded 
l)y  Haas,  Fagelv  & Co.,  but  iMr.  Schwartz  continued 
in  its  employ  until  the  workings  were  sold  July 
1,  1871,  when  he  went  back  to  again  clerk  in  the 
store  of  Haas,  Fagelv  & Co.  and  their  successors, 
Fagelv  & Martz.  In  February,  1873,  he  accepted 
a position  as  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  Patterson, 
Llewellyn  & Co.,  miners  and  shippers  of  coal.  He 
worked  for  this  firm  until  he  announced  himself 
as  a candidate  for  the  office  of  county  treasuref 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  and  at  the  election  the 
people  of  the  county  showed  their  trust  in  his  hon- 
esty and  integrity  l)v  giving  him  an  e.xcellent  ma- 
jority. His  election  was  doubly  honorable  because 
of  tiie  fact  that  he  was  the  first  Republican  to 
attain  that  oliico  in  A’orthumberland  county.  From 
1885  to  1887  he  .served  as  treasurer  of  the  county, 
having  been  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket.  iMr. 
Schwartz  was  also  an  earnest  worker  in  municipal 
affairs.  For  twelve  years  he  served  on  the  school 
board,  part  of  the  time  as  its  secretary,  and  for 
one  term  was  a meml)cr  of  the  council.  In  1888 
he  became  chief  burgess  of  Shamokin.  He  clerked 
in  the  prothonotarv's  office  three  years  and  seven 
months,  from  18ni  to  18!.*7,  being  dej>uty  under 
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Cliarles  L.  Kramer.  He  has  served  his  party  as 
county  chairman.  In  1897  he  was  appointed  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  by  Governor  Hastings,  to  till  the 
unexpired  term  of  the  late  Squire  Francis  A.  i\Iil- 
ler,  wlio  died  in  1897,  and  in  1900  was  elected  for 
a five  years’  term.  This  was  during  the  great  coal 
strike,  when  his  office  was  a hard  one  to  fill.  He 
was  at  one  time  owner  and  editor  of  the  Sham- 
okin  Daily  Herald.  From  1903  to  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  a notary  public.  He  was  engaged 
also  as  pension  agent  and  in  the  real  estate  and  in- 
surance business,  representing  the  Svea  Company, 
of  Gothenburg,  Sweden,  and  the  Pittsburg  Under- 
writers. He  was  assessor  of  his  ward,  the  Xinth. 
His  office  was  at  Xo.  513  Xorth  Market  street. 

In  his  work  he  had  the  advantage  of  sjteaking 
fluently  in  both  German  and  English  and  was  a 
man  of  unswerving  integritv^  and  possessed  an  un- 
impeachable character.  Socially  he  was  genial  and 
pleasant,  always  having  a heart  of  sympathy  and 
a broad  hand  of  generous  help  for  the  suffering, 
the  poor  and  the  needy.  With  these  noble  traits  of 
character  he  formed  friends  by  the  legion  who 
grieve  and  lament  his  sad  death.  He  was  a char- 
ter member  of  Lincoln  Post,  Xo.  110,  G.  A.  E.,  of 
which  he  was  a past  commander.  Fraternally  he 
belonged  t.o  Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo.  255,  F.  & A.  M. 
Both  these  organizations  were  represented  at  his 
funeral. 

ifr.  Schwartz  married  Elizabeth  Strawser, 
daughter  of  John  E.  Strawser.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children  : George,  who  died  young ; Wy- 

nona  I.,  who  married  Charles  E.  Hale ; Catherine 
A.,  of  Shamokin ; William  H.,  of  Shamokin : Ber- 
tha, who  died  young;  Eeuben  F. ; John  F.  M.,  of 
Philadelphia;  and  James  A.  G.,  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.  There  are  four  living  gi’andchildren.  Mr. 
Schwartz  died  Xov.  8,  1910,  after  a six  months’ 
illness,  and  is  buried  in  the  Shamokin  cemetery. 

John  F.  M.  Schwartz,  son  of  J.  J.  W.,  born  at 
Shamokin,  Pa.,  IMarch  1,  1880,  was  educated  there, 
and  spent  some  time  in  his  father’s  office.  He  en- 
listed for  service  in  the  Spanish-American  war, 
was  in  the  army  ten  months,  and  has  been  engaged 
in  the  brokerage  business  since  1899,  having  his 
offices  in  Philadelphia.  He  married  Mary  Fisher; 
of  Pottsville,  Pa.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Charles 
Fisher,  a Civil  war  veteran,  ^vhose  war  record  was 
as  follows;  Joined  Company  C,  96th  Eegt.,  P.  V. 
L,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  served  under 
Generals  McClellan,  Pope,  Burnside,  Hooker, 
Meade,  Sheridan  and  Grant.  He  saw  service  at 
the  following  battles:  Gaines’s  iMills,  Charles 

City,  Malvern  Hill,  Second  Battle  of  Bull  Eun, 
Charles  Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Sa- 
lem Church,  Gettysburg,  Hacketts  Mills,  Wilder- 
ness, Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek  and 
Spottsylvania.  At  the  latter  place  or  battle,  he 
was  promoted  to  Color  Sergeant  and  had  the  honor 
of  placing  the  first  Union  flag  on  the  enemv's 
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woi'ks.  In  so  doing  he  was  shot  down  and 
wounded,  this  occurring  on  the  same  day  he  re- 
ceived his  promotion  to  Color  Sergeant. 

M-V.t.  John'  Sciiwxktz,  brother  of  Francis  Peter 
and  uncle  of  John  J.  W.,  was  born  in  Xorthum- 
herland  county  Oct.  27,  1793,  ami  was  ten  years 
old  when  the  family  settled  at  Heading.  He 
clerked  in  a local  store,  and  became  familiar  with 
tlie  mercantile  M'orld.  Later  he  became  interested 
in  the  iron  busines.s  and  with  Simon  Seyfert  as 
a partner  erected  the  IMount  Penn  Furnace,  in 
Cumru  townshij),  Berks  county.  He  met  with 
great  success  in  his  undertaking,  and  retired  from 
business  in  1838. 

Major  Schwartz  was  always  a stanch  Democrat, 
and  after  his  retirement  from  business  became 
active  in  his  work  for  the  party.  In  1858  he  was 
elected  to  Congress  as  an  independent  Democrat. 
He  made  a deep  impression  upon  his  fellow  mem- 
bers there  for  his  fearless  championing  of  any 
measure  he  thought  right,  and  a speech  he  made 
in  May,  1860,  on  the  tariff,  was  long  remembered 
for  its  able  exposition  of  that  vexing  jn’oblem.  A 
short  time  afterward  he  was  taken  ill,  and  died 
in  Washington  in  June,  1860.  Both  bodies  of 
Congress  adjourned  at  the  announcement  of  his 
death,  and  his  remains,  accompanied  by  the  ser- 
geant-at-arins  of  the  House  and  a committee,  were 
taken  to  Heading,  and  interred  in  the  Charles 
Evans  cemetery. 

During  the  war  of  1812-15  Gov.  Simon  Snyder 
appointed  him  quartermaster  of  a brigade  raised  in 
Berks  and  adjoining  counties,  with  the  rank  of 
major.  He  marched  with  the  brigade  to  Balti- 
more, and  was  on  duty  at  Camp  Dupont  until  the 
threatened  British  invasion  was  averted.  He  was 
a member  of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  at  Heading, 
and  was  prominent  in  Masonry.  He  was  of  a so- 
cial nature  and  had  many  friends,  while  in  business 
and  public  life  he  maintained  ever  a reputation 
for  honesty  and  integrity  that  was  never  ques- 
tioned. 

PEOF.  MICHAEL  F.  KAXE,  who  was  the  first 
principal  of  the  Coal  townsliip  high  school  at  its 
establishment  in  1899,  has  been  a teacher  since 
1881  and  throughout  those  years  has  l'>een  engaged 
in  Coal  townshiji,  whore  he  bears  a high  reputation 
as  an  instructor  and  a citizen  of  the  most  useful 
and  valuable  type.  He  was  born  Sept.  10,  1855,  at 
Johnstown,  Pa.,  'on  of  James  Stewart  and  Mary 
(Breslin)  Kane. 

James  Stewart  Kane  was  a native  of  the  Xorth 
of  Ireland,  and  on  coming  to  America  first  set- 
tled at  dohnstown.  Pa.  Before  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  however,  he  removed  to  Pittsl)urg, 
and  there  he  entered  the  Union  service  July  12, 
1861,  as  private  in  Knapp's  Pennsylvania  Bat- 
tery (E),  wit!;  which  he  served  until  his  death,  in 
Xoi'i'iuher,  1861,  ri'oiu  tvqfiioid  fever.  He  is  buried 
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in  the  Xational  cemetery  in  Georgia.  His  armv 
service  was  highly  creditable,  as  he  rose  by  meri- 
torious service  to  the  rank  of  second  lieutenant. 
He  married  M-ary  Breslin,  like  himself  a native 
of  Ireland  who  came  ba  America  when  young,  and 
their  marriage  took  place  at  Johnstown  iti  1854. 
Mrs.  K ane  died  in  1870,  at  Phoenixville,  Chester 
Co.,  Pa.  She  was  tlie  mother  of  four  children : 
John,  tvho  died  young;  James  S.,  now  a resident  of 
Atlantic  City,  X.  J. ; IMartha,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Robert  Tole,  of  Shamokin,  Pa.  ; and  IMichael  F. 

Michael  F.  Kane  attended  parochial  school  in 
Pittsburg  and  later  was  a pupil  at  St.  Vincent 
College,  at  Latrobe,  in  Westmoreland  county.  Pa. 
In  1870  he  came  to  Mount  Carmel,  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Bernard 
Breslin,  with  wliom  he  learned  the  blacksmitlvs 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  all  for  about  fifteen 
years.  He  had  attended  public  school  to  some  ex- 
tent after  coming  to  jlount  Carmel,  and  having 
retained  his  ambition  tor  a higher  education  he 
took  a course  at  the  old  normal  in  Milton  taught 
by  Prof.  AVilliam  AVolverton.  In  1881  he  began 
teaching,  for  several  years  having  different  schools 
in  Coal  township — at  Bear  AYlley,  Excelsior,  Coal 
■ Run  and  Springfield.  When  the  Coal  township 
high  school  was  established,  in  1899,  he  was  elected 
the  first  principal,  which  position  he  now  fills, 
proving  himself  an  educator  of  unusual  resource, 
one  who  has  been  a leader  in  progressive  methods 
and  an  exponent  of  the  most  approved  modern 
ideas  upon  the  training  of  the  young.  For  some 
time  Mr.  Kane  also  discharged  the  duties  of  vice 
principal  at  his  school.  He  is  naturally  one  of  the 
best  known  teachers  in  this  part  of  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  and  he  is,  moreover,  one  of  the  most 
popular  with  old  and  young  alike.  His  success  in 
his  profession  is  not  only  the  result  of  special  fit- 
ness for  the  calling  of  his  adoption,  but  of  un- 
wearied preparation  carried  on  and  continued 
along  with  his  experience.  He  has  the  earnest  en- 
thusiasm of  the  educator  who  follows  his  work  be- 
cause he  loves  it,  and  he  makes  his  influence  felt  in 
every  circle  into  which  his  duties  call  him.  He  is 
one  of  those  teachers  who  have  enlarged  the  sphere 
of  the  educator’s  usefulness  until  it  now  has  no 
recognized  limits,  and  he  is  respected  by  his  co- 
workers and  beloved  bv  many  former  pupils  who 
trace  their  first  ambitions  to  his  suggestion  and 
encouraigement.  Air.  Kane  was  supervising  prin- 
cipal of  the  Coal  township  schools  for  six  years, 
and  was  the  first  to  establish  an  organized  system 
'in  the  district.  Princi[>ally  through  his  efforts  the 
schools  reached  their  high  standard  of  excellence. 

On  July  13,  1883,  IMr.  Kane  married  Sarah  A. 
Durkin,  daughter  of  Edward  Durkin  and  member 
of  a family  which  settled  in  Shamokin  in  the  early 
days.  Seven  children  were  born  to  this  .union: 
James  AI.,  Mary  A.,  Edward  F.,  Gerald,  Regina 


(deceased).  F.  I'ynl  and  Alichnel  J.  The  famiW 
home  is  at  Xo.  1371  Oneida  street,  Shamokin. 

Professor  Kane  is  a ineml)er  of  St.  Edward's 
Catholic  Church,  a member  in  high  standing  of 
the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Holy  Xamc  Society 
and  the  Knights  of  St.  Edward,  and  an  active 
member  of  the  St.  A’incent  De  Paul  Society.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  A^eterans.  He  is  vice 
president  of  the  Central  Building  and  Loan  As- 
sociation of  Shamokin. 

WILLIAM  FREDERICK  EICHHOLTZ,  one 
of  the  owners  and  editors  of  The  Sunhurtj  Dailtj 
and  The  Northumhedand  Couiitij  Democrat,  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  Ely  and  Rosa  (Schatlle)  Eichholtz. 

The  Eichholtz  ancestors  emigrated  from  Ger- 
many to  America  about  17.50  and  have  pursued 
various  trades.  Xumerous  ancestors  are  recorded 
in  the  annals  of  Lancaster  county  as  having  fought 
in  the  war  for  independence.  Rev.  George  Eich- 
holtz, grandsire  of  AVilliam  Frederick,  was  a Luth- 
eran minister,  whose  calling  took  him  to  all  parts- 
of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  he  died  in  Lycom- 
ing county,  this  State,  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-two years.  Flis  wife,  Harriet  (Ely),  died  in 
1881.  To  Rev.  George  and  Harriet  Eichholtz  were 
torn  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
The  father  of  Rev.  George  Eichholtz  came  to 
America  from  Germany  with  John  Jacob  Astor, 
with  whom  he  was  for  a time  engaged  in  the  fur 
trade. 

Jacob  Ely  Eichholtz  was  born  Xov.  11,  183G,  in 
Lebanon,  Pa.,  second  son  of  Rev.  George  and  Har- 
riet (Ely)  Eichholtz.  He  learned  the  printer's 
trade  at  Mifflintown,  and  was  engaged  in  newspa- 
per work  all  his  life,  as  “jour,'’  publisher,  reporter, 
editor  and  proprietor.  He  came  to  Sunbury  Jan. 
1,  1867.  and  purchased  The  Xorthnniherland 
County  Democrat,  which  publication  he  continued 
during,  his  lifetime.  On  Dec.  6.  1873.  he  estab- 
lished The  dtinbury  Daily,  which  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  penny  newspapers  of  Pennsylvania.  Fie 
was  appointed  postmaster  by  President  Cleveland 
in  May,  1885.  He  died  Oct.  30,  1898.  He  was 
first  married  in  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Jan.  19,  I860,  to 
Harriet  Erisrnan,  who  died  in  1863.  By  this  mar- 
riage he  had  two  sons,  one  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Herbert,  who  died  in  1909.  His  second  marriage, 
which  took  place  in  Lewisburg.  Pa.,  Feb.  11,  1866, 
was  to  Rosa  8chafile,  a memben-  of  the  Lewisburg 
Schatlle  familv,  of  French  and  German  descent, 
who  emigrated  to  this  country  over  a hundred 
years  ago.  Rosa  (Schatlle)  Eichholtz  was  the 
mother  of  four  children,  two  girls  and  two  boys, 
William  Frederick,  the  third  child,  being  the 
onlv  one,  however,  who  survived  early  childhood. 
She  died  Alay  3,  1898. 

AAhlliam  Frederick  Eichholtz  is  a native  of  Sun- 
bury, born  Aug.  13.  1873.  He  obtained  his  early 
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education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  borough, 
graduating  from  the  high  school  with  the  class 
of  1891.  He  entered  Bucknell  Academy  after  liis 
graduation  from  the  high  school,  and  graduated 
from  Bucknell  University  with  the  degree  of  Bach- 
elor of  Science  in  1897.  Upon  graduation  from 
college  he  became  a member  of  the  publishing 
firm  of  Eichholtz  & Co.  Through  both  inheritance 
and  training  he  was  iitted  to  till  the  ^rosition  to 
which  he  afterward  fell  heir. 

Mr.  Eichholtz  holds  an  enviable  position  in  l\Ia- 
sonic  circles  in  Sunl)ury,  having  served  as  Master 
of  Lodge  Xo.  22,  F.  & A.  iM.,  as  High  Priest  of 
Xorthumberland  Chapter,  Xo.  171,  B.  A.  iM.,  and 
as  Eminent  Commander  of  Mount  Ilermon  Com- 
mandery,  Xo.  8-5,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  also 
a mendier  of  the  B.  P.  6.  Elks. 

DAXIEL  L.  GRIER,  postmaster  at  IVatson- 
town,  Xorthumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  is  a native  and 
lifelong  resident  of  that  borough,  born  Oct.  21, 
1859,  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Caroline  (Tobias) 
Grier. 

Benjamin  F.  Grier  was  born  in  1811  in  one  of 
the  lower  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  was  a black- 
smith, and  folloAved  his  trade  at  IVatsontown.  He 
assisted-  in  building  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  in 
his  district.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  members 
pf  the  Methodist  Church  there,  and  also  a charter 
member  of  the  local  organizations  of  the  follow- 
ing order?:  iMasons,  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  married  Caroline  .Tol)ias,  daughter 
of  William  and  Sarah  (Follmer)  Tobias,  the  for- 
mer a native  of  Berks  county  and  member  of  an 
•>earlv  settled  family  of  that  reffion.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Grier  were  Ixjrn  tlie  following  children : 
AVilliam,  deceased;  Sarah,  who  died_ young;  Ben- 
jamin F.,  deceased;  Alfred,  deceased;  Calvin,  de- 
ceased; Oliver  AV.,  of  AA'atsontown ; Jeremiah,  of 
AT*illiamsport ; Daniel  L.,  of  AA'atsontown ; and 
Mary-,  deceased.  Air.  Grier  died  -Aug.  11,  1901,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  ten  months. 

Daniel  L.  Grier  was  reared  at  AVatsontown,  and 
there  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
AATien  a young  man  he  began  work  with  the  AA'at- 
sontown  Planing  Alill  Company,  was  later  with 
the  AA'agner-Hiles  Company,  of  Watsontown,  and 
was  subsec|uently  engaged  in  contracting  for  some 
years  on  his  own  account,  in  1886-87  being  con- 
tractor in  the  Idind  department  of  the  AA’atsontowu 
Planing  Alill  Company.  He  found  this  work  con- 
genial and  profitable,  and  after  the  mill  burned 
resumed  work  with  the  company.  He  was  also  em^ 
ployed  by  the  AVatsontown  Door  and  Sash  com- 
pany, with  which  company  he  was  connected  at  the 
time  of  his  appointment  as  postmaster. 

On  April  12.  1905,  Air.  Grier  was  appointed 
pKistmaster  at  Wat.mntown,  to  succeed  the  late  D. 
C.  Hognel,  receiving  his  commission  April  15, 
1905.  He  has  tilled  tliat  piisition  continuously 


since,  having  been  reap}»ointed  under  President 
Taft.  His  services  are  highly  efficient,  and  ap- 
preciated by  all  concerned.  Three  rural  free  de- 
livery routes  start  from  the  Watsontown  post  office 
— Xo.  1,  going  northwest ; Xo.  2,  covering  territory 
northeast  of  Xo.  1,  and  Xo.  3,  running  east  of 
town.  The  office  is  now  third  class,  and  the  busi- 
ness has  increased  over  two  humli'ed  dollars  during 
Air.  Grier's  time.  His  administration  has  been 
highly  satisfactory  in  every  respect,  his  conscien- 
tious etfort  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  faithfully 
being  universally  recognized. 

On  Jan.  25,  1887,  Air.  Grier  married  Alay  AI. 
Lloyd,  daughter  of  James  and  Susan  (Straub) 
Lloyd,  the  former  a merchant  at  Selinsgrove,  Sny- 
der Co.,  Pa.  To  this  union  have  been  born  four 
children,  namely ; B.  Lloyd,  contractor  for  the 
Standard  Steel  Company,  of  Burnham,  Pa.;  Xed 
who  assists  his  father  in  the  post  office;  a son 
who  died  in  infancy,  and  -\nna  Alarie. 

Air.  Grier  is  associated  fraternally  with  the  Ala- 
sons  (as  a member  of  Watsontown  Lodge,  Xo.  401, 
F.  4'  A.  AI.)  and  with  the  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Eagle.  He  attends  the  Alethodist  Church.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Republican,  and  stands  well  in  the 
councils  of  his  party,  but  he  has  never  held  any 
official  position  connected  with  the  administration 
of  borough  affairs.  In  Decemlier.  1902,  he  was  a 
candidate  for  county  auditor,  being  defeated  by 
only  seventeen  votes. 

JOHX  PHILIP  OTTO,  deceased,  who  was  a 
resident  of  the  borough  of  Xorthumlierland  from 
1873  until  his  death,  was  throughout  that  long 
period  engaged  as  a shoemaker  and  shoe  merchant. 
He  was  one  of  the  substantial  and  valuable  cit- 
izens of  the  place,  and  was  serving  as  secretary  of 
the  school  board  there  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Air.  Otto  was  a native  of  Germany.  He  was  born 
on  AVednesday,  Feb.  21,  1851,  at  Geldburg,  Saxony, 
at  7 ;30  a.  m.,  son  of  George  and  Catharine  ( Fedcr) 
Otto,  who  were  of  Hanover,  Germany.  His  god- 
father was  .John  Philip  Aletzger.  The  family 
came  to  America  in  1854,  locating  lirst  in  Xew 
York  State,  four  miles  above  -Albany,  where  they 
lived  for  a year  and  a half.  In  1856  they  removed 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  where  the  parents 
passed  the  remainder  of  their  davs.  George  Otto 
dying  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  fifty-rtve.  His  wife 
died  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  in  1865,  aged  forty- 
four.  Air.  Otto  in  Germany  was  known  as  “Herr” 
George  Otto.  He  had  royal  blood  in  his  veins,  and 
was  a man  of  rank  and  wealth,  hut  lost  all  his  pos- 
sessions after  coming  to  -America.  He  served  seven 
years  in  the  German  army,  in  which  he  held  a 
colonel’s  commission,  and  while  living  in  Geldburg. 
Saxony,  was  engaged  as  a butcher  and  hotel  pro- 
prietor. He  had  three  brothers,  two  of  whom 
were  .Tohn  and  Henrv  (a  Lutlu'ran  minister  in 
Saxony),  and  also  sisrers.  He  ami  his  family 
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were  Lutherans  in  religious  faith.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  George  and  Catharine  Otto : 
Gustav,  of  Philadelphia,  who  died  the  latter  part 
of  February,  1911;  IVilhelm,  who  died  young; 
Christian,  who  died  young;  Henry,  who  died 
young;  John  Philip;  Mary,  who  died  on  the  ocean 
while  the  family  were  en  route  to  America  (these 
six  were  born  in  Germany,  the  others  in  America)  ; 
Peter,  M'ho  died  in  Pueblo,  Colo.,  several  years  ago ; 
Charles,  who  died  at  Milton,  Pa.;  Annie,  who  died 
in  the  West;  Harry,  of  Hollidaysburg,  Pa.,  now 
the  only  survivor  of  the  family ; and  Mary,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

John  Philip  Otto  commenced  to  learn  shoemak- 
ing at  Pottsgrove,  Xorthumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  when 
he  was  fifteen  years  old.  He  followed  the  trade 
in  Philadelphia  for  two  years,  in  1873  coming  to 
Xorthumberland,  in  which  borough  he  ever  after 
made  his  home.  He  was  in  the  shoe  business  all 
these  years  and  prospered  by  industry  and  perse- 
vering labor,  being  one  of  the  most  esteemed  res- 
idents of  the  place,  where  his  upright  and  useful 
life  won  him  universal  good  Avill.  He  was  a school 
director  for  some  time,  being  secretary  of  the 
school  board  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Politically 
he  was  a Pepublican.  Mr.  Otto  passed  away  at  8 
a.  m.  "Wednesday,  March  23,  1911,  and  was  buried 
in  Eiverview  cemetery  March  25th. 

On  April  16,  1875,  Mr.  Otto  married  Mary  A. 
Gilbert,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catharine  (Teats) 
Gilbert,  of  Union  county.  Pa.,  and  they  had  two 
children : Carrie  M.  married  B.  F.  Merrel,  of 

Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  and  they  have  a dai;ghter,  Euth 
A. ; Christian  Herman  died  when  seventeen  years 
old.  Mr.  Otto  was  a Seventh  Day  Adventist,  to 
which  religious  l)elief  his  wife  also  adheres. 

A branch  of  the  Otto  family  living  at  Williams- 
port, Pa.,  came  from  Hanover,  Germany.  They 
are  extensive  manufacturers  of  paper  and  give  em- 
ployment to  a large  number  of  people. 

LEIGHOU  OR  LEIGHOW.  There  are  two  fam- 
ilies of  this  name  in  Point  township,  XYrthumber- 
land  county,  descendants  of  Christopher  Lecha,  the 
ancestor  of  all  the  meml)crs  of  the  Leighou.  branch 
in  America.  During  the  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years  that  the  family  has  been  in  this  country  the 
spelling  of  the  name  has  undergone  many  changes. 
From  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  first  settlor  un- 
til 1788  it  was  spelled  Lecha — pronounced 
Leh' yiih.  By  1790  it  had  become  Lighy.  In  1809 
his  eldest  sou,  at  least,  had  changed  the  name  to 
Lighou,  while  the  younger  members  of  the  family, 
seemingly  without  e.xception,  adopted  the  letter 
“w^’  for  the  termination.  Within  the  next  two 
decades  an  “e"  was  inserted  before  the  ‘‘i'"  in  lx>th 
spellings,  thus  making  them  Leighou  and  Leighow. 
At  present  there  is  but  one  brancli  of  the  family 
retaining  the  ‘‘n”  termination,  and  further,  other 
branches,  notably  those  of  Coloianh.)  and  Kentucky, 


have  entirely  changed  tiie  spelling  to  the  form  of 
Lehow.  The  first  spelling  found  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Archives,  licehe,  is  believed  to  be  simply  an 
unintentional  mis-spelling,  one  of  the  common  mis- 
takes of  that  time.  In  the  following  the  Eoman 
numerals  indicate  the  generations,  beginning  with 
Christopher,  the  immigrant. 

It  is  believed  that  ( I ) Christopher  Lecha  came 
from  Alsace-Lorraine,  rvliich,  although  German  in 
language  and  customs,  then  belonged  to  France 
(1618-1871).  Family  tradition  states  that  he 
came  with  LaFavette  during  the  Eevolution,  and 
served  under  him  in  that  war.  However,  the  first 
known  official  mention  of  him  is  made  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Archives,  Sixth  Series,  Yol.  Ill, 
page  769,  where  in  a military  record  of  June  10, 
1781,  he  is  enrolled  in  the  8th  Company,  2d  Bat- 
talion, of  the  Xorthampton  county  militia,  under 
command  of  Col.  Pliilip  Boehm.  In  the  Third 
Series,  Yol.  XIX,  page  90,  it  is  stated  that  he  re- 
sided in  Lower  Saucon  township,  Xorthampton 
count}',  which  is  on  the  southern  side  of  the  Le- 
high river  as  it  empties  into  the  Delau'are.  At  the 
taking  of  the  first  census,  in  1790,  he  still  resided 
here,  and  that  place  is  given  as  his  home  between 
1790  and  1795.  At  this  time  the  name  had  be- 
come Lighy.  From  this  place  he  migrated,  prob- 
ably up  the  Lehigh,  across  the  mountains  at  Wilkes- 
Barre  and  down  the  Susquehanna,  to  Danville,  Pa. 
Here  he  acquired  considerable  tracts  of  land,  the 
major  portion  of  which  he  lost,  just  prior  to  his 
deatli,  about  1820,  due  to  conflicting  title  claims. 
He  is  buried  in  the  Grove  Presbyterian  church- 
yard at  Danville.  Christopher’s  wife  was  named 
Eachel.  They  had  five  children,  John,  Henry, 
Elizabeth,  Lewis  and  Tobias,  the  elder  three  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Xorthampton  county. 

(II)  John  Lighou,  son  of  Christopher,  lx>rn 
March  23,  1783,  in  Xorthampton  county,  changed 
the  spelling  of  his  name  from  Lighy.  About  1795 
he  came  into  Xorthumberland  county  with  his  fa- 
ther. On  June  6,  1809,  he  was  married  by  Eev. 
Philip  Pauli,  of  Eeading,  to  Sarah  Weimar,  who 
was  born  Feb.  20,  1787,  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Catharine  (Lybrand)  Weimar,  and  about  this  time, 
or  earlier,  he  located  in  the  Tuckahoe  Yalley.  In 
1824  he  bought  from  John  Cowden  the  tract  of 
land  which  is  mnv  the  homestead  of  his  grandson 
Oscar,  in  Point  township.  This  tract  was  known  as 
“IMartin’s  Yalley."  having  been  .'urveyed  at  the  in- 
stance of  Eobert  ilartin,  the  first  i»ennanent  settler 
of  Xorthumberland,  in  1773,  andjxaught  by  John 
Cowden  from  tlie  Commonwealth  of  I’ennsylvania 
in  1822.  Also,  he  bought  the  land  comprising  the 
present  farms  of  the  Edward  Leighow  heirs,  How- 
ard Leighow,  AVilliam  Gcisc  and  iMrs.  ^largaret 
Knouse.  He  was  a member  of  the  Unitarian 
Church  established  by  Dr.  Joseph  Priestley,  the 
disco\'crer  of  oxvgen.  In  1834  he  was  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  church  who  secured  the  property 
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on  which  the  first  pcrniiincnt  building  was  erected. 
He  was  a pianomaker  by  trade,  and  a fev/  pianos 
made  by  him  are  still  in  existence  about  the  county. 
It  is  believed  that  he  learned  the  trade  from  Sam- 
uel Mans.  He  had  ten  children  and  is  the  an- 
cestor of  all  the  Leighous  of  Point  township.  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Weimar)  Lighoii  survived  her  husband  a 
number  of  years,  dying  Jan.  31,  1811.  Her  father, 
Peter  AVeimar,  liorn  about  1T6’2,  was  according  to 
family  tradition  a direct  descendant  of  a Duke  of 
Saxe  Weimar,  Germany.  He  was  a Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  tlie  Alontour  A'alley,  Xorthumberland 
•county,  from  18.?3  to  18:26.  His  wife,  Cathar- 
ine (Lybrand),  was  a member  of  a Philadelphia 
fanjily.  The  ten  children  of  John  and  Sarah 
(AVeimarj  Lighou  were:  Elizabeth  Leighow 

(born  Alarcli  '20,  1810),  John  AVeimar  Leighow, 
AViiliam  Henry  Leighou,  Henrietta  Leighow 
(born  Alarch  16,  1815),  George  Augustus,  Sara 
K.,  Alary  Ann,  James  K.,  Charles  Lybrand  and 
Oscar  Edmund. 

(Ill)  John  AVeimar  Leighow,  born  Alarch  25, 
1811,  died  Aug.  28,  1875.  He  was  married  at 
East  Lewisburg,  Pa.,  to  Harriet  AYaters,  born  in 
1827,  who  died  Alay  25,  1893.  Their  children 
■were:  Edward,  Charles,  Kate,  James  and  Jennie. 
Edward,  who  died  Jan.  31,  1910,  lived  at  the  old 
Komestead  of  John  Lighou  in  Point  township;  he 
unarried  Annie  Hamor  and  had  one  child.  Aline. 
Charles,  born  April  15,  1851,  removed  to  Colorado. 
Jennie  lives  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  James  and  Kate 
are  dead.  Kate  married  Henry  Garman,  and  their 
son,  A^ictor,  lives  in  Reading.  Pennsylvania. 

(Ill)  AA’illiam  Henry  Leighou  and  his  descend- 
ants will  be  mentioned  more  fully  later. 

(Ill)  George  Augustus  Leighow,  born  July  21, 
1816,  married  Louisa  Robbins,  born  in  1826,  who 
died  Alay  21.  1893.  They  had  children:  Eugene, 
Sara  Jane,  Alary  Louisa,  George  and  Howard.  The 
last-named  married  Regina  Ertley,  and  they  have 
five  children.  Grace,  Thomas  C.,  Dor-othy  Jane, 
Alerle  A.  and  Hattie  AI.  This  is  a Point  town- 
ship family.  Eugene  and  Alary  are  dead ; Alary 
married  John  Collins,  and  lives  in  Ohio.  George 
is  in  AAmshington  State. 

(Ill)  James  K.  Leighow,  born  Aug.  2,  1823, 
served  in  the  Civil  War  as  saddler  sergeant.  Com- 
pany F,  1st  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
Corps.  He  married  his  second  cousin,  Alary 
Weimer,  and  they  had  two  sons,  both  of  wdiom  are 
married  and  have  chiblren.  Charles  A.  lives  in 
Portland,  Oregon,  and  C.  AA'allaee  in  Oakland, 
California. 

(Ill)  Charles  Lybrand  Leighow,  horn  Alay 
28,  1826,  moved  to  Colorado,  and  died  October  6, 
1871.  He  changed  the  spelling  of  his  name  to 
Lehow.  He  married  Alary  E.  Shellabarger.  and 
their  daughter.  Airs.  Charles  Howard  Little,,  lives 
-at  Xenia,  Ohio. 


(Ill)  Oscar  Edmund  Leighow,  born  Jan.  29, 
1829,  also  moved  to  Colorado,  where  he  died,  in 
Denver,  Alarch  11,  1891.  He  also  wrote  his  name 
Lehow.  He  married  Eloise  L.  Sargent,  and  their 
son,  Weimar  Sargent  Lehow,  lives  in  Denver. 

(II)  Henry  Leighow,  son  of  Cliristopher,  born 

Aug  .22,  1785,  died  Aug.  25,  1850.  He  lived  on 
a farm  at  Red  Point  (near  Danville,  Pa.)  and 
later  in  Xorthumberland.  In  the  War  of  1812 
he  served  as  a private  in  the  81st  Regiment,  Penn- 
.sylvania  AliliLia.  He  was  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  In  1815  he  married  Ellen  Clark, 
born  A^ov.  3,  1791,  died  Dec.  10,  1819,  and  they 
had  children:  William,  Pembroke,  A.  Jackson, 

John,  Henry  and  Alary  Ellen.  Of  these, 

(III)  AViiliam  Leighow,  born  April  1,  1817,  died 
July  11,  1862.  He  married  Catharine  AVeimar, 
and  they  -had  three  daughters,  Gemella  Aledora 
(married  C.  D.  Bisbee,  of  Chicago),  Alargaret 
Helen  (married  S.  B.  Alorgan,  of  AAYtsontown, 
Pa;)  and  Anna  Jean  (married  J.  H.  Traev',  of 
Salt  Lake  City). 

(Ill)  Pembroke  Leighow,  born  Feb.  20,  1825, 
died  Alarch  17,  1895.  He  married  Elizabeth  A. 
Sanner  and  had  four  children:  (1)  James  mar- 
ried Alargaret  Alessenger  and  lived  in  AAYoclland, 
Clearfield  Co.,  Pa.  They  had  three  cliildren,  Em- 
ma E.,  Oscar  AI.  and  Alargaret ; the  two  last 
named  are  married  and  have  children.  (2) 
Charles,  unmarried,  lives  in  Haldemau,  Rowan 
Co.,  Kv.  (3)  Henry  Kellar  married  in  Xovem- 
ber,  1886,  Elizabeth  Ulrich,  and  lives  in  Ilalde- 
man,  Ky. ; he  had  five  children.  (1)  Alary  Ann, 
unmarried,  lives  in  Haldemau. 

(Ill)  Andrew  Jackson  Leighow.  born  Sept. 
12,  1828,  died  Alay  27,  1890.  His  wife,  Re- 
becca, born  in  1831,  died  Feb.  20,  1908.  They 
had  five  children:  Harry  Pierce,  wlio  died  unmar- 
ried; John,  who  died  in  infancy:  Clinton,  who 
died  Feb.  9,  1910  (he  married  and  had  two  chil- 
dren, Harry  Pierce  and  Rebecca  ) ; Alartin,  a twin 
of  Clinton,  who  died  in  infanev : and  Alary  Ellen, 
who  married  Charles  Allen  Graves  and  lives  in 
Scranton.  Pen n s y 1 va n i a . 

(H)  Elizabeth  Leighow,  daughter  of  Chris- 
topher, born  about  1789,  married  Henry  Dale,  the 
ancestor  of  the  Dales  of  Xorthumberland,  Pa.  They 
lived  first  at  the  present  site  of  the  Stone  Alill,  in 
Point  township. 

(II)  Lewis  Leighow,  son  of  Christopher,  born 
Oct.  29,  1799,  died  Alarch  22,  1815.  He  was  mar- 
ried twice,  marrying  first  Theodosia  Gulick  and 
(second)  Airs.  Sara  Jane  Consort,  nee  Ammer- 
man.  His  descendants  are  living  principally  in 
Alontour  and  Columbia  counties.  Pa.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Charles  B.,  Rachel,  Hugh.  Gt'orge  AI.. 
Alarv  E.  and  AA’illiam  Henry.  Of  these. 

(HI)  (’harles  B.  Leighow,  born  Feb.  10.  1827, 
married  Sarah  Ernest,  and  lives  in  Danville,  Pa. 
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They  iiave  six  diildreu;  Clarence,  inarried  and 
living  in  AVilkes-Barre,  Pa.  (no  children)  ; Clara; 
Margaret;  Elizabeth;  Alice,  and  Lucinda. 

(Ill)  George-M.  Leigliow,  born  Dec.  31,  1837, 
a lialf  brother  of  Charles,  served  a term  as  county 
commissioner  of  IMontour  county,  1902-1905.  He 
married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Ephlin,  and  they  have 
eight  children,  namely:  AVilliam  is  married  and 

lives  in  Chelsea,  Oklahoma ; Oscar,  married,  lives 
at  Catawissa,  Pa. ; Annie  is  married ; Frank,  mar- 
ried, lives  at  Lime  Pdclge,  Pa. ; Edward  is  unmar- 
ried; Ella  is  married  ; Morris  and  Ralph  are  both 
married  and  living  in  Danville,  Pa.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  family  live  in  Danville,  and  Blooms- 
burg  and  that  vicinity. 

(Ill)  AVilliam  Henry  Leighow,  born  June  21, 
1844,  married  Margaret  Catharine  Barr.  They 
have  had  seven  children:  Lafayette,  AAAlter,  Jen- 
nie, Laura,  Edith,  Maud  and  Margaret.  They  live 
at  Millville,  Pennsvlvania. 

(II)  Tobias  Leighow,  son  of  Christopher,  had  a 
son  John. 

(III)  John  Leighow,  son  of  Tobias,  married 
Margaret  Ernest  (sister  of  the  wife  of  his  cousin 
Charles),  and  they  had  children  Michael  and  Mar- 
tha. The  former  lives  in  Xorthumberland,  Pa.,  is 
married  to  Lizzie  Rishel,  and  has  two  children, 
Ethel  Claire  and  Paul  Gernon. 

(Ill)  William  Henry  Leighou,  son  of  John  and 
grandson  of  Christopher,  born  Feb.  13,  1814,  in- 
serted the  “e”  in  the  spelling  of  the  name  and  was 
the  onl}'  member  of  his  family  to  preserve  the  “ou” 
termination.  He  was  a farmer,  and  his  homestead 
in  Point  township  is  now  owned  by  his  son  Oscar, 
having  been  in  the  family  considerably  over  one 
hundred  years.  For  a time  he  lived  in  the  house 
erected  by  Dr.  Joseph  Priestley,  at  Xorthumber- 
land. In  partnership  with  Grant  Taggart  he  con- 
ducted a general  merchandise  store  there,  in  the 
building  now  standing  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
Queen  and  First  streets,  which  building  they 
erected.  iMr.  Leighou  had  various  interests,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  old  First  Xa- 
tional  Bank  of  Xorthumberland.  organized  in 
1864.  He  was  a man  of  public  spirit  and  served 
the  community  faithfully  in  official  capacities,' be- 
ing jury  commissioner  of  the  county  from  1876  to 
1879,  and  a member  of  the  school  board  of  Xorth- 
umberland Iwrough  for  many  years.  In  1815  he 
was  president  of  the  board,  and  he  was  later  a di- 
rector of  the  Point  township  scluxds.  It  was  dur- 
ing his  period  of  service  that  the  present  eleven- 
room  building  was  erected.  He  taught,  when  a 
young  man,  in  Xo.  2 building.  Point  township. 
In  1858  he  moved  to  the  farm,  where  Oscar 
Leighou  now  lives.  He  bought  from  iMessrs. 
Voris,  Foust,  Weakley  and  Forsythe  the  farm  now 
the  property  of  iMrs.  Anna  Leighow.  Mr.  Leighou 
died  Xov.  i8,  1881,  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery 
at  Xorthumberland.  He  was  one  of  the  assembly 


which  organized  the  Baptist  church  of  Xortlium- 
berlaiid,  July  7,  1842. 

On  May  29,  1838,  Mr.  Leighou  married  Lour- 
issa  Vastine  (for  genealogy  of  Lourissa  Va.stine 
see  page  728),  who  was  born  Aug.  29.  1817, 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  Amstine,  and  died  Alay  24, 
1894.  Their  six  children  were  born  as  follows: 
Elizabeth,  Aug.  25,  1841;  Arthur,  Aug.  29,  1846; 
\ astine,  Oct.  8,  1851;  Oscar,  Aug.  10,  1855;  AVil- 
liam  H.,  Dec.  28,  1858;  Benjamin  R.,  June  11, 
1861. 

(IV)  Arthur  Leighow,  son  of  AVilliam  Henry, 
born  Aug.  29,  1846,  married  Iffiiza  S.  AVelliver,  and 
lives  at  White  Hall,  Montour  Co.,  Pa.  They  have 
six  children : Benjamin  A.,  who  married  Carrie 

Cooper,  and  has  one  son;  xAmos  A'astiue;  Isaiah 
James;  William  E. ; Alary  Jane;  and  Cyrus 
George. 

(IV)  Affistine  Leighow,  son  of  AVilliam  Henry, 
born  Oct.  8,  1851,  died  in  January,  1904.  ' He 
married  Airs.  Alary  (Eckert)  Smith,  Had  no 
children. 

(IV)  AVilliam  Henry  Leighow,  Jr.,  son  of  AVil- 
liam Henry,  born  Dec.  28,  1858,  died  in  January, 
1906,  unmarried. 

(lA^)  Benjamin  R.  Leighow,  son  of  AATlliam 
Henry,  born  June  11,  1861,  died  Feb.  18,  1895. 
He  married  Anna  Shalfer,  but  left  no  children. 

(IV)  Oscar  Leighou,  son  of  AA'illiam  Henry, 
born  Aug.  10,  1855,  at  Xorthumberland,  attended 
the  elementary  and  high  schools  there  and  later 
was  a student  of  Freeburg  Academy.  He  taught 
for  sixteen  years,  in  the  Xorthumberland  High  and 
Point  township  schools,  beginning  in  1873  at  Xo.  1 
building  in  Point  township,  and  lie  has  taught  in 
all  the  buildings  in  the  district  except  Xo.  4;  he  was 
engaged  in  the  borough  for  two  years.  Aleantirae 
in  1877,  he  commenced  farming  in  Point  town- 
ship, and  has  ever  since  followed  tliat  vocation 
there,  having  170  acres  of  fertile  land,  devoted  to 
general  crops.  The  present  set  of  buildings  ipion 
the  property  have  been  erected  by  him.  Air. 
Leighou  has  always  ranked  among  the  most  in- 
telligent and  progressive  men  of  his  section.  For 
twenty-one  consecutive  years  he  has  filled  the  office 
of  township  assessor,  to  which  he  was  first  elected 
in  1885.  He  is  president  of  the  local  telephone 
company,  which,  secured  rural  service  for  the  dis- 
trict; was  for  many  years  master  of  the  local 
Grange;  and  in  these  and  various  other  associ- 
ations has  proved  himself  one  of  the  most  capable 
and  useful  citizens  of  his  locality.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

On  Dec.  27,  1876.  Air.  Leighou  was  married,  at 
Selinsgrove.  Pa.,  by  Rev.  Emory  L.  Swartz.  Aleth- 
odist  Episc-opal  minister,  to  Hannah  Alary  Ijcsher 
(for  genealogy  see  page  728).  who  was  born  Alay 
12,  1856,  at  Pine  Creek,  Lycoming  Co..  Pa., 
daughter  of  Robert  Alexander  and  Sarah  (Vand- 
ling)  Leslier,  and  seven  children  have  been  liorn 
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to  tins  union;  Estella  May;  Lourissa  Vastine; 
Itobfi't  Benjamin,  mentioned  below;  Sallie;  John 
Yandling;  Paul  nenry ; and  Catharine  Emma. 
The  first  live  graduated  from  the  Xorthumbeiiand 
High  school,  while  the  latter  two  are  now  attend- 
ing. Estella,  Lourissa,  Robert  and  Sallie  gradu- 
ated from  tiie  Bloomsburg  State  Xormal  School, 
all  in  the  Class  of  1902,  and  h.ave  been  teaching 
ever  since — Estella  and  Lourissa  in  Point  town- 
ship; Sallie  has  taught  several  years  in  the  Xorth- 
umberland  High  school.  John  took  two  years’ 
work  at  Bucknell  University  and  is  now  a student 
in  forestry  at  Pennsylvania  State  College. 

(V)  Robert  Benjamin  Leighou,  son  of  Oscar, 
was  born  March  28,  1882,  in  Point  township.  He 
was  graduated  in  190G,  in  the  General  Science 
course,  from  Bucknell  University,  having  special- 
ized in  chemistry.  He  was  chosen  as  one  of  the 
ten  speakers  at  Commencement,  and  was  awarded 
the  Hollopeter  prize — the  first  prize  in  chemistry. 
The  following  year  he  taught  in  the  ^lansfield 
State  Xormal  School,  as  Head  of  the  Department 
of  Chemistry  and  Organic  Scien-ce,  and  was  later 
employed  as  first  assistant  chemist  for  the  X ational 
Tube  Company,  of  McKeesport,  Pa.  In  1907  he 
was  appointed  to  the  position  of  Head  of  the  De- 
partment of  Chemistry  of  ^laterials,  in  the  School 
of  Applied  Industries,  of  the  Carnegie  Technical 
Schools,  Pittsburgh,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
On  Aug.  12,  1908,  he  was  married  at  Auburn,  X”. 
Y.,  to  Bertha  Emily  Jones.  They  have  one  child, 
Christine  Elizabeth,  born  Sept,  i,  1909. 

VASTIXE.  The  Vastine  family  is  descended 
from  Abraham  Van  de  lYoestyne,  who  with  his 
three  children,  John,  Catherine  and  Hannah,  left 
Holland  in  the  seventeenth  century  and  crossed 
the  ocean  in  a sailing  vessel,  landing  at  Xew  Ymrk 
(then  Xew  Amsterdam)  in  1690.  They  soon 
crossed  over  into  X'ew  Jersey.  Alxmt  the  time  Wil- 
liam- Penn  founded  Philadelphia  they  came  into 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  1698  we  find  them  in  Ger- 
mantown, where  the  daughters,  Catherine  and 
Hannah,  joined  the  Friends. 

John  Van  de  Woestyne,  son  of  Abraham,  was 
born  in  Holland  lilay  24,  1678,  and  came  to  xAmer- 
ica  with  his  father,  landina:  at  Xew  Amsterdam 
in  1690.  Records  show  him  living  in  1698  in 
Germantown,  Pa.,  where  he  owned  real  estate.  He 
purchased  several  tracts  of  land  from  one  J’ere- 
miah  Langhorn,  in  Hilltown  township,  Bucks  Co.. 
Pa.,  whither  he  moved  about  1720,  being  one  of 
the  pioneers  in  that  county.  He  was  very  influen- 
tial in  the  opening  of  roads  tliere,  and  his  name, 
which  appears  on  a number  of  official  papers  and 
documents  on  record  in  Bucks  county,  is  found 
on  many  petitions  pertaining  to  roads  and  im- 
provements in  Hilltown  township.  There  he  erect- 
ed a granite  dwelling  along  the  pike  leading  from 
Philadelphia  to  Bethlehem.  It  stood,  as  was  the 


custom  in  tliat  day,  with,  its  gable  to  the  road, 
fronting  south,  at  a point  two  miles  north  of 
Line  Lexington  and  four  miles  southwest  from 
Sellersvillc,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.  On  the  above  mc]i- 
tioned  old  petitions  for  the  opening  of  roads  the 
name  is  spelled  Van  de  Woestyne,  which  has 
changed  gradually,  to  Van  Styne  and  tlien  to 
Vastine — its  present  form.  It  has  also  been  found 
in  the  forms  Voshne  and  Vashtine.  The  name 
in  Dutch  meant  ‘T'orest,’’  hence  the  early  settlers 
often  called  John  Van  dc  Woestyne  ‘‘Wilderness.” 
John  Van  de  Woestyne  died  at  Hilltown  Feb. 
9,  1738;  his  wife,  Abigail,  survived  him  some 
time.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, as  follows;  (1)  Abraham,  born  May  24, 
1698,  died  in  October,  1772,  in  Hilltown.  He 
married  Sara  Buckman,  and  they  were  the  parents 
of  five  daughters ; Abigail,  married  to  Andrew 
Armstrong;  Ruth,  married  to  Janies  Armstrong; 
IMary,  married  to  Robert  Jameson;  Rachel,  mar- 
ried to  Hugh  Mears ; and  Sara,  married  to  Samuel 
Wilson.  Thus  far  we  have  been  unable  to  learn 
anything  about  their  descendants.  (2)  Jeremiah, 
born  Dee.  24,  1701,  died  in  Hilltown  in  Xovem- 
ber,  1769.  He  and  his  wife  Debora  were  the  par- 
ents of  one  son  and  two  daughters:  Jeremiah 
(whose  wife’s  name  ivas  Elizabeth)  died  in  Xew 
Britain,  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  in  April,  1778;  Martha 
married  John  Louder  ; Hannah  married  Samuel 
Greshom.  (3)  Benjamin,  born  July  1,  1703,  died 
Aug.  17,  1749.  (4)  John  died  Feb.  9,  176o,  in 

Hilltown,  Pa.,  unmarried.  (.5)  IMary,  born  IMarch 
1,  1699,  married  a Mr.  Wilson  and  removed  to 
South  Carolina.  » 

Benjamin  Vastine,  son  of  John  and  Abigail,  was 
the  progenitor  of  the  family  in  Xorthumberland 
county,  Pa.  He  became  a member  of  the  Friends 
Meeting,  and  at  one  of  the  meetings  held  in  1730 
in  Philadelphia  requested  permission  to  hold  meet- 
ings in  his  house.  About  1738  he  married  Dlarv 
Griffith,  and  their  union  was  blessed  by  the  hirtii 
of  seven  children,  as  follows : Hannah  married 

Erasmus  Kelly ; John  married  Rachel  Morgan ; 
x^braliam  married  Elizabetli  Williams;  Benjamin 
married  Catherine  Eaton  (he  died  in  September, 
1775)  ; Jonathan  married  Elizabeth  Lewis:  Isaac 
married  Sara  iMatthews;  Amos  married  i\Iartlia 
Thomas. 

Jonathan  Vastine,  fourth  son  of  Benjamin  ami 
Diary  (Griffith)  Vastine,  was  born  about  1717  at 
Hilltown,  Bucks  county.  With  Ids  nephew  Peter, 
who  was  also  his  son-in-law,  he  came  to  Xorthum- 
herland  county.  Pa.,  first  to  Shamokin,  then  to 
the  territory  south  of  Danville,  where  they  pur- 
chased large  farms  (and  erected  buildings),  tlie 
former  about  six  humlred  acres  where  later  Valen- 
tine Epler  lived,  and  the  latter  three  hundred 
acres  near  that  of  his  uncle.  The  original  deeds  foi- 
Jonathan  Vastine’s  land  are  in  tlie  pos.session  of 
DIrs.  Elisha  Campbell,  of  South  Danville.  .Imia- 
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than,  like  Ills  iallicr,  was  a inembw  of  idie  Society 
of  Friends,  He  died  about  1833  am?  iis-  buTic^l 
in  the  old  Quaker  burying  ground  at  ^.'atawissa. 
Pa.  Aliout  1710  he  married  Elizabetfj  Lewis,, 
daughter  of  John  and  Anna  Lewis,  and  tf.«ir  un- 
ion was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  sons  anc^  three 
(laughters,  as  follows:  Benjamin  married  Eliza- 

beth Van  Zant;  Ann  married  Thomas  llobhins;. 
Hannah  married  Peter,  son  of  Benjamin  Yastme;; 
•Mary  married  iVilliam  Marsh;  John  anarried! 
'Catharine  Osmun ; Jeremiah  married  ELizalieTdi: 
Peader;  Thomas  died  unmarried;  Jonathan  mar- 
Tied  Xancy  Ann  Hughes. 

John  Yastine,  second  son  of  Jonathan  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Lewis)  Yastine,  married  Catharine  Os- 
mun, and  they  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters : 
William  married  Elizabeth  Hursli : Amos  married 
Susan  IauxIi;  Margaret  married  Charles  Hethey  ; 
■Sarah  Ann  married  Pobert  Campbell ; Thomas 
married  Lena  Yoiight;  and  John,  after  winning 
his  way  through  the  medical  school  of  the  LTniver- 
sity  of  Pennsylvania,  and  beginning  practice,  diecl 
•aged  nineteen, 

In  the  family  of  IVilliam  and  Elizabeth 
(Hursh)  Yastine  there  were  eight  children,  as 
follows;  Amos,  Jacob,  Hugh,  Simon,  Ezra,  Eliz- 
■abeth,  Ellen  and  Daniel. 

The  children  of  Amos,  the  eldest  son  of  William 
'and  Elizabeth  (Hursh)  Yastine,  were;  Elizabeth, 
who  died  in  1879-,  aged  twenty-one  years;  William, 
I)orn  Oct.  29,  1859;  Laura  ; John  Hursh  and  Ella 
K.,  twins;  and  Amos  Bceber. 

Of  these,  YTlliam,  the  eldest  son,  a progressive 
and  influential  citizen  of  Danville,  Pa.,  married 
Boone  Gearhart,  born  March  1,  1859.  They  have 
two  daughters,  Katharine  G.  and  Elizabeth  Boone 
Yastine. 

Jeremiah  Yastine,  third  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Yastine,  was  born  July  30, 
1780,  and  died  Sept.' 22,  18-10.  He  owned  a farm 
in  Push  township,  near  Elysburg,  Pa.  He  was 
married  April  8,  1802,  by  John  Patton,  to  Eliza- 
beth Reader,  who  was  born  Oct.  27,  1782,  and  died. 
June  21,  ISGO.  They  had  a family  of  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  as  follows:  Jonathan  died  single; 
Mary  married  C.  Fisher;  [Margaret  married 
Daniel  Robbins  ; Lourissa  married  William  Henry 
Leighou,  and  they  wore  the  parents  of  Oscar 
Leighou,  of  Point  township;  Thomas  married 
Eliza  Reader,  and  one  of  their  children  tvas  paraed 
Catharine  (the  others  are  not  known). 

LESHEll.  Tlu'  Lesher  family  traces  back  to 
George  Loesch,  born  about  1700,  who  married  An- 
na Christina  Wallborn.  and  lived  at  Tulpehocken, 
fifteen  miles  from  Reading.  Their  daughter, 
Maria  Catharine  Loesch.  born  May  1-,  1730,  mar- 
ried Johannas  Li.'^cher,  who  was  born  Xov.  28, 
1719,  at  ’Wittgenstein.  Hesse.  Germany,  where  his 
father  died,  Johannas  sul’se(iuently  t'<oming  to 


America;  with  his  widowe>»li  Sailing  from* 

Rotterdam:  ©n  the  ship  “Hope,-”  he*  landed  at  Pliil- 
adelphia  Sept,  23,  1731.  His  parents  were  Men- 
nonites.  Ilks  nrarriage  to  Ma.ria  Catharine  Loesch 
took  place  April  16,  1759,  in  the  Moravian  church 
at  Bethlehem,  Pa,  He  died  May  12,  1782,  she 
on  [May  10,  1^^2, 

Johan  Georg  Lesher,  son  of  Joliannasi  and  Maria 
Catharine  (Loesch)  Liseher,  was  lk»rn  in  Berks 
county  April  6,  1708,  He  settled  in  Chillisc]naque 
towii.ship,  Xortluimberland  county,  wliere  he  fol- 
lowed farming,  and  died  Kov.  1,  I8>23.  He  is 
buried  in  the  Riverview  cemetery,  Xortliumber- 
land.  Pa.,  and  the  inscription  upon  his-  tombstone 
reads 

Adieii  my  friends;  dry  up  your  teaars; 

I mast  lie  here  till  Christ  appears. 

On.  June  25,  1786,  be  married  Anna  Fllickinger, 
who  was  born  May  2,2',  1762,  and  died  Oct.  21, 
1S4I,  They  are  interred  in  Lot  23.  He  was  a 
Lutheran  in  religion.  Their  cliildren  tvere; 
Michael,  who  settled  at  Xewfane,  near  Dockport, 
X.  Y-,  where  be  had  am  eighty-acre  farm,  and  later 
moved  West  (he  had  children)  ; (John)  George; 
William,  whose  death  was-  caused  by  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog  (he  was  unmarried) ; Mrs.  Crites,  and 
other  daughters. 

John  George  Lesher,  son  of  Johan  Georg  and 
Anna  (Flickinger)  Lesher,  was  born  Oct.  20,1792, 
and  spent  all  his  life  in  Point  township,  where  be 
was  a farmer  tbrougliont  his  active  years.  He 
owne^l  210  acres  of  land,  of  wliicli  201  acres  are 
still  in  the  family  name  and  owned  by  Ids  son 
Charles  M.  He  died  in  Point  township,  on  what 
is  now  the  farm  of  his  son  Charles,  Jan.  16,  1866, 
aged  seventy-three  years,  two  months,  twenh'-six 
days,  and  is  buried  in  tlie  Leslier  plot  in  River- 
view  cemetery.  He  and  Ms  wife,  Catharine  (Rob- 
bins), were  PresbvTerians  in  religious  belief.  She 
was  s daughter  of  Daniel  and  Catharine  (Hul- 
heiser)  Robbins,  of  Liberty  township,  Montour 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  Oct.  22,  1869,  aged  seventy- 
five  years,  seven  inontlrs,  two  days.  Her  father, 
Daniel  Robbins,  was  a man  of  extraordinary  physi- 
cal strength,  which  he  retained  even  during  the 
latter  period  of  his  life.  He  died  aged  106  years. 
Xino  children  were  b>rn  to  [Mr.  and  [Mrs.  Lesher,  a- 
follows;  Robert  A.,  born  Oct.  19,  1817;  Daniel, 
born  Sept.  8,  1819;  Lucy  Ann,  born  April  21. 
1822;  Mary,  hoim  April  2,  1821;  Sarah  J.,  born 
Sept.  17,  1826;  George,  born  Xov.  28,  182- ; "Wil- 
liam, l)orn  Feb.  11,  1831,  who  died  [May  29,  1896; 
John,  born  ,\ug.  12,  1833:  and  Cliarles  M.,  born 
Ang.  28,  1836,  tlie  youngest  being  now  the  only 
survivor. 

Robert  Alexander  Lesher.  son  of  John  George 
and  Hannah  Catharine  (Robbiiis)  Lesher.  was 
born  Oct.  19,  1817,  in  TTickabne  ITilley,  and  died 
.-\.[U’il  3,  1903.  A boat  builder  ami  lumiior  mer- 
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chant,  he  built  the  tx>at  used  to  cany  the  first 
locomotive  from  Harrisburg  to  Port  Treverton 
(Herndon),  to  be  used  on  tlie  Shamokin  iS:  Port 
Treverton  railroad:  Later  he  established  a home- 

stead on  Blue  Hill.  He  was  not  only  a |)rogres- 
sive,  scientific  fanner,  but  was  also  prominent  in 
the  public  affairs  of  his  locality.  He  was  the  last 
surviving  meml)er  of  the  first  fire  company  or- 
ganized in  Xorthumberland.  On  starch  22,  1853, 
he  was  married  at  Lewis!)urg.  Pa.,  by  Pev.  Mr. 
Oonser.  to  Sarah  (Sallie)  AYndling,  who  was  born 
June  30,  1833,  at  Xorthumberland,  Pa.,  and  died 
Jan.  10.  1907.  Their  daughter,  Hannah  Mary,  Ije- 
■came  the  wife  of  Oscar  Leighou. 

Henry  Wendling,  immigrant  ancestor  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Yandling)  Leslie r,  came  to  this  country 
about  1765.  In  the  course  of  time  the  name  Wend- 
ling  came  to  be  written  Yandling. 

John  Yandling,  son  of  Henry,  married  Cath- 
arine Rhodenliach. 

John  Yandling, ' son  of  John  and  Catharine 
(Hhodenbach)  Yandling,  ivas  born  June  3,  1800. 
He  was  a man  of  remarkable  stature,  six  feet,  three 
inches  in  height,  and  weighed  as  much  as  210 
pounds.  A school  teacher  for  many  years,  he 
taught  for  a long  period  at  Xo.  4 school  in  Point 
township.  Later  he  lived  in  Harrisburg,  where  he 
died.  On  Feb.  12,  1821,  he  was  married  at  IMoores- 
burg.  Pa.,  by  Pev.  Mr.  Gutelius,  a German  Re- 
formed minister,  to  Susan  Douty,  who  was  born 
Oct.  26,  1799.  Their  daughter  Sarah  became  the 
wife  of  Robert  Alexander  Lesher  and  the  mother 
of  Mrs.  Hannah  Mary  (Lesher)  Leighou. 

Henry  Baldi  Douty,  grandfather  of  Dlrs.  Susan 
(Douty)  Yandling,  was  a Huguenot  refugee  who 
came  from  France  with  his  father  and  brother  and 
located  at  an  early  date  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa. 
‘•'Two  sons  are  definitely  known,  namely;  Xich- 
olas  and  Henry  Baldi  Douty,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  France.  The  former  removed  to  the 
mouth  of  Seneca  Lake  in  Xew  York  (present 
Geneva),  and  the  latter,  who  was  an  accomplished 
scholar  and  schoolmaster,  was  one  of  the  first  resi- 
dents of  Milton,  Pa.  He  suddenly  disappeared  in 
1790,  and  was  supposed  to  have  been  murdered." 
(From  ‘'Memorials  of  the  Huguenots  in  Amer- 
ica,” by  Stapleton,  page  97.)  Henry  Baldi  Douty 
married  Elizabeth  Cooper. 

John  Dortty,  son  of  Henry  Baldi  Douty,  Avas 
married  Jan.  21,  1799.  to  ilary  IMartz,  daughter  of 
Peter  and  Susanna  (Brown)  Martz.  Their  daugh- 
ter Susan  married  dohn  Yandling. 

ROSSITEP.  Charles  E.  and  IVilliam  IM.  Pos- 
siter,  brothers,  of  Sunbury,  are  identified  with  the 
industrial  life  of  that  borough  in  important  ca- 
pacities, the  former  the  only  llorist  ever  established 
there,  tlie  latter  holding  a responsible  position  at 
the  Sus(|uehanna  Silk  Mills,  where  he  has  won 
recognition  hy  emiiU'iU  ability  and  the  practical 


application  of  his  wide  knowledge  and  experience 
as  an  engineer. 

Thomas  Rossiter,  the  first  of  this  family  of 
Avhom  we  have  record,  lived  in  Brush  Yalley,  Pa., 
in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  and  it  appears  that 
he  was  an  officer  of  the  Revolutionary  army  dur- 
ing the  liard  winter  of  1777-78  at  AYlley  Forge. 
On  Dec.  28,  1780,  Thomas  Rossiter  appeared  as  a 
soldier  of  the  fourth  cla.ss  on  the  muster  roll  of 
Capt.  Sampson  ThomasT  company.  It  seems  the 
time  of  service  Avas  classified  into  several  parts, 
Thomas  Rossiter's  name  appearing  both  times.  On 
the  muster  roll  of  the  Charlestown  company  of 
militia,  for  the  last  part  of  the  Revolutionary 
period,  1782.  in  the  list  of  Capt.  Samuel  Roberts’ 
company,  appears  the  name  of  Thomas  Rossiter 
marked  "'cripple.”  There  Avas  also  a Daniel  Ros- 
siter on  the  muster  roll  of  Capt.  Sampson  Thomas’ 
company  on  Dec.  28,  1780,  a soldier  of  the  third 
class,  and  some  relationship  evidently  existed  be- 
tween him  and  Thomas ; tradition  says  they  were 
brothers.  They  Avere  ahvays  of  the  same  company, 
and  except  that  Daniel  is  mentioned  as  a soldier 
of  the  third  class,  and  ThoTiias  as  a soldier  of  the 
fourth  class,  their  records.  Avhich  appear  in  Yol.  Y, 
5th  Series  of  Pennsyh’ania  Archives,  are  identical. 

While  at  Yalley  Forge  Thomas  Rossiter  Avas 
taken  sick,  and  one  Betsy  Coats  (who  Avas  a sister 
of  ex-Governor  Pennypacker’s  grandmother)  be- 
came his  nurse.  She  Avas  not  only  an  able  nurse, 
but  a lady  of  most  pleasing  personality,  and  the 
attachment  formed  during  his  illness  became  so 
strong  that  after  the  Avar  they  married  and  they 
settled  on  one  of  her  father's  farms  in  the  vicinity 
of  Yalley  Forge.  They  lived  and  died  in  that 
region,  and  are  buried  there.  Their  son.  Thomas 
Rossiter,  Jr.,  when  seventeen  years  old  hired  out 
to  a Quaker  farmer  in  the  neighborhood,  a man 
named  YanDerslice,  among  Avhose  children  Avas  a 
daughter  Rachel,  then  only  three  years  old.  The 
youth  became  so  attached  to  her  that  one  night 
he  asked  her  father  if  he  might  marry  her  pro- 
vided he  Avaited  until  she  became  of  suitable  age, 
and  the  father  replied,  “Thee  may.”  When  she 
reached  the  age  of  eighteen  they  Avere  duly  mar- 
ried, and  they  lived  and  died  in  the  neighborhood, 
Avhere  their  remains  rest  i'n  the  Friends’  burying 
ground  at  Avhat  is  known  as  the  Corner  Stores. 
They  Avere  fanning  people  all  their  Ua’cs.  All  their 
family.  Avhich  consisted  of  six  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, AA’ere  six  feet  or  o\'er  in  hei«rht.  in  this  respect 
taking  after  their  father,  Avho  stood  six  feet,  three 
inches.  A blacksmith  by  trade,  iiis  great  strength 
Avas  developed  to  an  unusual  extent,  and  he  once, 
on  a Avager.  cut  a five-acre  field  of  rye  before 
breakfast.  Y'hen  he  Avas  eighty  years  old  he  aa'us 
visited  by  bis  son  Morris.  Avho  tlien  lived  at  Sun- 
bury, and  such  Avas  his  strength  even  at  that  ad- 
vanced age  that  he  lifted  a 100-pound  anvil  Avitli 
one  hand  and  throAv  it  into  the  street;  and  at  that 
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age  he  •''skinned  the  oaf  ' on  the  branch  of  an  elm 
tree:  He  never  knew  what  sickness  ^v•as  by  personal 
experience  throughout  his  long  life,  d\ing  at  the 
age  of  eight3’-se\  en.  Of  his  children,  Lewis  died 
at  Phoenixville,  Pa.,  when  eighty-three  years  old; 
Ellis  died  at  Phoenixville  when  about  eighty-six; 
Thomas  lived  and  died  at  Phoenixville  ; Joseph 
lived  near  Phoenixville;  iMorris  was  the  father  of 
Charles  E.  and  William  M.  Possiter. 

Morris  Possiter  was  born  in  18'20  at  Valley 
Forge.  He  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmith,  and 
though  not  acceptable  as  a soldier  during  the  Civil 
war  because  not  physically  strong  lie  gave  able  and 
patriotic  assistance  to  his  country  helping  to  make 
cannon  at  the  Phoenixville  rolling  mills.  At  the 
close  of  the  war,  in  1865,  he  settled  in  Sunbury, 
Xorthumberland  countv,  working  for  the  Xorthern 
Central  Pailroad  Company  at  that  point  until  the 
road  changed  hands,  becoming  the  property  of  the 
Pennsylvania  & Erie  Company,  by  which  he  was 
employed  until  obliged  to  give  up  work  at  his 
trade  on  account  of  failing  health.  Becoming  a 
market  gardener,  he  found  that  business  success- 
ful and  profitable,  and  followed  it  for  nine  years, 
his  sons  Charles  and  Harry  assisting  him.  He 
died  at  Sunbury  in  1892,  and  was  buried  in  Pom- 
fret  Manor  cemeteiy.  He  was  a Methodist  in  re- 
ligious connection,  and  politically  a stanch  Re- 
publican. He  married  Margaret  Fullmer,  daugh- 
ter of  Ezekiel  Fullmer,  and  to  them  were  born 
four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter:  An- 

nie, who  married  Samuel  Stroh,  a blacksmith,  of 
Sunbury;  Charles  Ellis;  Harry  E.,  born  in  1864, 
at  Lumberville,  near  Phoenixville,  Pa.,  now  living 
at  Sunbury ; and  William  Morris.  The  mother, 
who  still  survives,  is  now  (1910)  seventy-five  years 
old. 

Charles  Ellis  Possiter  was  born  Aug.  29, 
1861,  at  historic  Valley  Forge,  and  came  to  Sun- 
bury with  his  parents  in  the  fall  of  1865.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
borough.  Mr.  Possiter  worked  for  his  father  until 
the  latter's  death,  and  he  has  been  employed  in  the 
florist  business  e\er  since  old  enough  to  be  of  any 
assistance,  having  sold  his  first  flower  when  only 
twelve  years  old.  The  first  in  Sunbury  to  engage 
in  this  line,  he  is  so  far  the  only  florist  that  has 
ever  done  business  in  the  borough,  and  his  busi- 
ness has  ex[)anded  to  such  an  extent  that  he  now 
has  28,000  feet  of  gla=s  in  his  greenhouses,  which 
are  modern  in  every  respect  and  thoroughly  a- 
dapted  to  tlie  needs  of  his  trade.  He  sliips  consid- 
erable out  of  tiic  borough,  having  a wide  patronage, 
and  gives  employment  to  from  three  to  eight  tuen, 
according  to  tlie  season.  iMr.  Possiter  is  a man  of 
executive  ability,  thoroughly  act|uainted  with  the 
business  side  of  the  industry  as  well  as  with  its 
technical  work,  and  lie  has  accordingly  developed 
his  establishment  into  a representative  modern 
plant,  which  is  a credit  to  his  enterprise  and  to  the 


commuidty  in  which  it  is  located.  His  e.hablish- 
ment  is  at  Xo.  351  Walnut  street. 

Though  a busy  man,  Mr.  Possiter  has  found  time 
to  cultivate  his  taste  for  taxiderny,  and  there  are 
a number  of  specimens  of  his  skill  in  that  line  in 
his  oflice. 

In  June,  1887,  Mr.  Possiter  married  Blanche  P. 
King,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Croman) 
King,  of  Hughesville,  later  of  Sunbury,  where  5[r. 
King  died  in  1908;  he  was  a veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  during  which  he  participated  in  thirty-eight 
engagements.  Six  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Possiter ; Grace,  who  has  taught  school 
in  Sunbury  for  two  terms  and  is  now  a student  at 
Bucknell  Univorsitv,  at  Lewisburg;  Morris,  a grad- 
uate of  Sunbury  high  school,  now  attending  State 
College  ; Frank,  a member  of  the  class  of  1911, 
Sunbury  high  school ; Sarah ; Helen,  and  Paul. 

i\[r.  Possiter  is  a Methodist  in  religious  faith, 
and  he  is  a pillar  of  his  church,  one  of  the  working 
members  and  at  present  holding  , office.  He  is  in- 
dependent in  politics,  voting  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his  conscience. 

William  IMorris  Possiter  was  born  July  8, 
1813,  in  Sunbur}',  and  there  received  his  literary 
education,  in  the  public  schools.  Later  he  took  a 
correspondence  course  in  mechanical  engineering 
at  a Chicago  school,  and  he  is  also  an  accomplished 
man  in  various  branches  of  electrical  science. 
In  his  youth  he  became  associated  with  his  father 
in  the  florist  business,  working  in  that  line  at  dif- 
ferent times  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
Then  he  became  employed  in  the  steel  business, 
being  with  Ludwig  Rockwell  & Son  for  two  I'ears. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bicycles, 
during  1897  lievoting  himself  to  the  production  of 
the  "Eclipse”  wheel.  His  next  venture  was  in  the 
coal  and  ice  business  in  Sunburv,  dredging  coal 
out  of  the  Susquehanna.  Since  the  fall  of  1902  he 
has  been  associated  with  the  Susquehanna  Silk 
Mills.  His  first  position  with  this  important  in- 
dustrial concern  was  as  machinist,  after  which  he 
was  appointed  master  mechanic,  and  he  has  since 
been  promoted  to  mechanical  arcliitectural  en- 
gineer at  this  large  establishment.  IMr.  Possiter' 
showed  such  ability  along  the  line  of  architectural 
engineering  while  acting  as  mechanical  engineer, 
and  developed  such  aptitude  in  making  practicable 
and  valuable  plans,  that  he  came  to  be  intrusted 
with  all  the  architectural  and  electrical  engineer- 
ing at  the  plant  as  well  as  his  original  responsi- 
bilities. Ilis  plans  and  estimates  were  so  skill- 
fully made,  and  the  construction  so  ably  super- 
vised, that  his  accuracy  regarding  the  cost  was  a 
matter  of  astonishment  to  his  employers,  who  have 
shown  rare  appreciation  of  his  ability.  The  dye 
house  of  the  Susquehanna  Silk  IMills,  constructed 
in  the  summer  of  1910,  is  therefore  a monument  to 
his  genius,  as  the  entire  construction  of  this  build- 
ing of  monolithic  concrete,  costing  $60,000,  wa.s 
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placed  in  liis  liands.  It  is  a one-story  structure, 
150  by  2‘10  feet  in  dimensions,  and  has  a double 
cement  roof  with  three-inch  air  chamber.  During 
the  erection  of  this  huilding  he  had  I’dO  men  un- 
der his  charge.  Ordinarily  lie  has  thirty-five.  He 
is  of  an  inventive  mind,  making  extensive  improve- 
ments on  textile  machinery,  and  has  been  allowed 
and  granted  patents  on  some  of  his  inventions.  Mr. 
liossiter  is  a self-made  man,  having  risen  to  posi- 
tion and  prosperity  by  his  own  efforts,  and  he  is 
a hard  worker,  deserving  the  good  fortune  that  has 
come  to  him.  Like  his  brother,  he  is  a taxidermist 
of  ability,  and  although  he  has  many  other  cares 
he  has  done  considerable  work  in  this  line  in  his 
leisure  hours.  He  is  a member  of  Maelay  Lodge, 
Xo.  632,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  of  the  Temple  Club  at 
Sunbury. 

On  Oct.  11,  1899,  Mr.  liossiter  married  Ella 
B.  Gross,  daughter  of  Isaac  il.  and  Amelia  (Han- 
cock) Gross,  who  own  the  historic  Fort  Augusta 
property,  the  fort  dating  from  1756.  More  com- 
plete mention  of  the  Gross  family  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Eossiter 
have  had  six  children,  Jane,  Gertrude,  Monroe, 
Mar}-,  William  and  Marcello.  The  family  occupy 
a beautiful  residence  on  Xorth  Front  street.  They 
are  members  of  the  Keformed  Church. 

During  the  Spanish-American  war  IMr.  Eossiter 
was  in  the  serv  ice  as  a member  of  Company  I,  1st 
Eegiment,  United  States  Volunteer  Engineers,  a 
regiment  composed  of  engineers  of  all  descriptions, 
civil,  ntechanical,  electrical,  etc.,  assembled  by  spe- 
cial act  of  Congi’ess,  and  containing  men  from  ev- 
ery section  of  tlie  United  States.'  This’ regiment 
numbered  1,100  strong,  sturdy  men,  selected  from 
nearly  six  • thousand  applicants.  They  were  en- 
camped at  Camp  Townsend,  Peekskill,  X.  Y., 
where  the  regiment  was  mobilized  and  mustered. 
They  embarked  from  Xew  York  Aug.  6,  1898,  and 
arrived  in  Porto  Eico  ten  <lays  later.  This  regi- 
ment was  part  of  General  Miles's  expedition,  made 
extensive  surveys  of  the  island,  built  bridges  and 
roads,  erected  ice  plants  and  waterworks  and  put 
things  in  general  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

EEV.  GEOEGE  KOPEXHAYEE,  of  l\rahanoy, 
Northumberland  county,  a clergyman  (d‘  the  Ee- 
formed  denomination,  has  five  churches  in  his  pres- 
ent charge:  St.  Peter’s,  at  Mahanoy;  Himmers, 

at  Eebuck : St.  Paul’s,  at  Urban ; Zion's,  at  Hern- 
don, and  St.  David’s,  at  Hebe.  He  is  a native  of 
Schuylkill  county.  Pa.,  born  Dec.  14,  1872. 

The  first  known  ancestor  of  the  Koppenhefrer 
(name  variously  spelled)  family  was  Thomas  Kop- 
penheffer,  a resident  of  Heidelberg  townsliip,  Leb- 
anon Co.,  Pa.,  who  died  there  prior  to  1762.  He 
left  a wife  and  the  following  children:  Henry, 

Michael,  Simon,  Thomas  (who  in  1808  resided  in 
Bethel  township),  Eegina  (married  John  Tice), 
Eve  and  Catharine. 


Henry  Koppenhetror,  sou  of  Thomas,  was  old 
and  feeble  when  he  died,  in  August,  1807.  He  left 
a wife,  Catharine,  and  children:  Henry,  Eliza- 

beth, Cathari^,  Eve,  iMargaret,  Barbara  and 
Christina,.  _ 

' One  Cliristopher  Ivoppenheffer  (probably  a 
brother  of  Thomas)  died  in  Heidelberg  township, 
Lebanon  county,  in  September,  1785,  leaving  a 
wife,  Barbara  (Snebely),  and  a daughter,  Cath- 
arine, who  married  Christ.  Ley,  of  Heidelberg 
Township. 

Jonathan  Koppenheffer,  grandfather  of  Eev. 
George  E.,  is  buried  at  St.  John’s  Church,  near 
Berrysburg,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.  He  was  a farmer. 
His  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Hepner,  and  their 
children  were:  Emanuel,  George,  John,  IMoses, 

Emeline  (married),  Sarah  (married  Elias 
Schaup),  Catharine  (married  Milliam  Matter), 
Emma  (married  Henry  AVitmer)  and  Mary  (mar- 
ried Simon  La  hr). 

John  Koppenhelfer,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born 
in  MilHin  township.  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  in  August, 
1838.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  began  farm- 
ing for  himself  in  Mifflin  township,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  be  so  engaged  for  some  twelve  years.  He 
served  during  the  latter  part  of  the  Civil  war,  in 
an  infantry  regiment.  In  1905  he  retired  to  Vera 
Cruz,  where  he  enjoys  the  comforts  he  deserves 
after  a well  spent  life.  He  is  a Eepublican  and 
was  school  director  of  Lower  Mahanoy  township 
a number  of  years,  and  always  was  a strong  advo- 
cate of  education.  He  has  reared  a most  creditable 
family,  two  of  his  sons  being  in  the  ministry,  and 
one  a farmer  on  the  homestead.  His  wife,  Han- 
nah, daughter  of  Daniel  and  Lucetta  (Schref- 
flerj  Moyer,  died  Oct.  31,  1905,  aged  six- 
ty-six years,  six  mouths,  three  days.  Thev  had 
ten  children : Lillie,  IMrs.  D.  AAi  Erb ; Laura,  Mrs. 
Ephraim  AAitmer  ; Lizzie,  Mrs.  Jonathan  H.  AAit- 
mer  ; Annie,  Mrs.  H.  M.  L.  Bohner;  Carrie,  Mrs. 
AAilliam  AA'eaver;  Mabel,  Mrs.  Monroe  Phillips; 
Mary  (twin  of  Mabel),  Mrs.  Jacob  Dreibelbies ; 
Eev.  H.  Grant,  who  was  stationed  at  Xorth  Caro- 
lina; Eev.  George  E.,  and  AVilliam  L. 

George  E.  Kopenhaver  was  but  one  year  of  age 
when  his  parents  came  to  Alifflin  township,  Dauph- 
in aninty,  where  they  lived  about  one  year.  Then 
they  settled  in  Lower  l\Iahanoy  township,  whore 
their  son  George  E.  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools.  He  then  attended  a sum- 
mer normal  school  at  Dalmatia,  and  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years  was  licensed  to  teach  school  by 
Prof.  W.  C.  Bloom,  then  superintendent  of  schools 
of  Xorthumberland  county.  He  taught  his  first 
term  at  AA'ashington  schoolhousc,  in  Lower  Ala- 
hanoy  township,  and  also  another  term  in  the  same 
township,  at  Vera  Cruz  (Malta  P.  0.).  AA’iiile 
teaching  ho  took  a spring  term  in  Central  Penn- 
sylvania College  and  in  the  spring  of  1894  entered 
Ursinus  Academy,  the  following  year  entering  the 
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collegiate  department,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  June,  ISUth  He  took  a post-graduate 
course  there  and  rvas  an  instructor  in  the  academic- 
department  for  two  years,  after  which  he  taught 
the  Winfield  (Md.  ) Academy  one  year.  In  1U02 
he  entered  the  Ursiiius  School  of  Theology,  then 
located  at  AY.  3'2G2  Chestnut  stj'cet,  I’hiladelphia, 
but  now  affiliated  with  Tiitin  Seminary  and  lo- 
cated at  Dayton,  Ohio.  lie  graditated  from  the 
Ursinus  School  of  Theology  in  Philadelphia  in 
1905,  and  his  first  charge  was  at  iMcAdoo,  Pa., 
where  he  was  stationed  about  two  years.  He  was 
then  called  to  a large  field  at  Piugtown,  in  the 
same  county,  preaching  there  sixteen  months, 
when  he  received  a call  from  the  iMahanoy  charge, 
which  he  has  since  served.  He  has  over  five  hun- 
dred members  at  these  five  churches  to  look  after, 
and  is  a conscientious  and  effective  worker.  He 
has  resided  with  his  family  at  Mahanoy  since  1908. 
Mr.  Kopenhaver  is  a close  student  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  he  has  a good  working  library. 

In  1901  Mr.  Kopenhaver  married  Cora  A.  Wit- 
mer,  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Harriet  (Hain) 
Witmer,  of  Lower  ilalianoy  township.  iMrs.  Kop- 
enhaver taught  school  in  that  township  for  a period 
of  nine  years.  She  is  an  intelligent,  capable  wom- 
an, an  ideal  minister's  helpmate.  iMr.  and  IMrs. 
Kopenhaver  have  three  children:  Palph  W.,  Han- 
nah J.  and  Mary  E. 

Benneville  Koppenhaffer,  a citizen  of  Lower  IMa- 
hanoy  township,  whose  home  is  along  the  Mahan- 
tango  creek,  was  born  Aug.- 25,  1829,  son  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Hannah  (Eadel)  Koppenhaffer,  and 
grandson  of  IMichael  Koppenhaffer  (also  spelled 
Koppenhaver),  who  lived  in  the  Lykeus  Valley, 
where  he  operated  a large  farm,  and  where  he  died 
aboitt  1831,  aged  seventy-one  years.  He  is  buried 
at  St.  John’s  Church,  near  Berrysburg.  His  wife, 
Catharine  Garret,  died  some  years  after  her  hus- 
band. They  had  the  following  children:  Michael, 
■John,  Jonathan,  George,  Daniel,  Benjamin,  Cath- 
arine, Betsy  and  Sarah. 

Benjamin  Koppenhaffer,  son  of  Michael,  was 
born  Feb.  22,  1801,  and  died  April  10,  1871.  His 
wife,  Hannah  Eadel.  was  a daughter  of  John 
Eadel.  Mr.  Koppenhaffer  was  a farmer  in  the 
Lykens  Valley,  where  he  owned  a tract  of  eighty 
acres.  His  latter  yeai-s  he  spent  with  his  son 
Benneville,  dying  at  Vera  Cruz.  He  was  a.  mem- 
ber of  St.  John's  Union  Church  of  Berrys' >urg, 
where  he  held  various  church  offices,  he  and  his 
wife  later  l)elonging  to  the  Vera  Cniz  Church. 
She  later  married  John  A.  Snyder,  being  his  tliird 
wife.  To  Benjamin  Ko[)]ienhaft’er  and  his  wife 
were  born  five  sons  and  three  daughters:  Joel, 
David,  Henry,  John.  Benneville.  Dinah  (married 
John  Lehman).  Mary  Ann  (died  unmarried)  and 
Sallic  (married  John  ililler). 

Benneville  Koppenhaffer  wa^  born  and  reared  in 


.Mifflin  township,  in  the  Lykens  Valiev.  He 
learned  blacksmdhiug  and  followed  that  trade  fo>‘ 
thirty  years  at  different  places  while  he  was  young, 
later  having  a shop  along  tiie  IMahantango  creek, 
on  the  Daupliin  county  side.  He  then  purchased 
his  present  eighty-one-acre  farm  on  the  Korthum- 
berland  counh  side  of  the  iMahantango  creek,  and 
there  farmed  until  his  retirement,  in  1898,  being 
succeeded  by  his  son  Benneville,  Jr.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat and  was  a school  director  of  Lower  iMalianoy 
township  for  six  years.  He  and  his  family  are 
Lutheran  members  of  the  A'era  Cruz  Church, 
wliich  he  served  as  deacon  and  elder. 

On  Jan.  1,  1851,  i\Ir.  Koppenhaffer  married 
Susan  'Witmer,  daughter  of  Michael  M’itmer,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  twelve  children : Cathar- 
ine, married  to  Isaac  Snyder;  Anna,  married  to 
Daniel  Snyder:  Matilda,  who  married  Philip  Zerbe 
and  (second)  Philip  Updegrove;  Sarah,  who  died 
unmarried;  Emma,  married  to  Daniel  Snyder  (no 
relative  to  the  others)  : John;  Isaac;  Benneville; 
William  ; Jacob,  who  died  aged  seven  years;  and 
two  daughters,  who  died  young. 

PETEE  CLEMEXT,  the  ancestor  uf  a numer- 
ous posterity  who  now  reside  in  Xorthumberland 
county,  many  writing  the  name  Ciemens,  was  a 
native  of  Berks  county.  Pa.,  born  in  that  part 
now  included  in  Schuylkill  county  and  there  lived 
in  Pine  Grove  township.  Coming  to  AYrthumber- 
land  county,  he  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Augusta- 
ville,  in  Lower  Arngusta  (now  Eoekefeller)  town- 
ship, and  there  followed  fajuning.  He  died  in 
1817,  when  alx)ut  forty-six  years  old,  and  is  buried 
at  the  old  Augustaville  Union  Church.  His  wife, 
Sophia  Kramer,  born  Sept.  IG,  1781,  survived  him 
many  years,  dying  Feb.  18,  1854,  and  she.  too,  is 
buried  at  the  Augustaville  Church.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows : Sainucl,  who  lived  and  died  at 
Sunbury,  was  a boat  contractor  and  builder,  his 
nephew.  Benjamin,  working  for  him  some  years 
(he  had  two  children,  Xelson  and  another)  ; 
Michael  died  young ; Abraham  is  mentiousd  below ; 
Jacob  and  John  settled  at  Harrisburg;  Peter  is 
mentioned  below : Hannah  went  out  W'est,  where 
she  married,  lived  and  died. 

Peter  Clement,  son  of  Peter,  born  Dec.  25, 
1813,  in  Jackson  township.  Xorthumberland 
county,  did  laboring  work,  and  owned  a few  acres 
of  land  upon  which  ho  lived,  located  about  two 
miles  north  iff  Herndon.  This  home  his  grand- 
son, Francis  Clement,  now  owns  and  occupies. 
Peter  Clement  was  a Lutheran  in  religious  faiih. 
He  died  March  8,  1854,  and  was  buried  in  a jn-ivate 
graveyard  in  Jackson  township,  near  Ik'jipcn’s 
schoolhouse,  but  later  hn  was  re-interred  at  Peif- 
ei’s  United  Evangelical  Church,  at  Mandata.  His 
wife,  Eebecca  (Adams),  born  Jan.  28,  1814,  died 
Aug.  20,  1804.  They  were  the  jnvrents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children  : Benjamin  ; Abraham  ; Isaac  : Jere- 
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luiah;  Fetor;  Samuel;  ^lary,  wiio  married  Jolm 
Hilo;  Lovina,  who  married  James  Wetzel;  and  Ab- 
bie,  who  married  Daniel  Reitz. 

Benjamin  Clemenf,  .=on  of  Peter  and  Rebecca 
(Adams)  (.’lement,  was  born  in  Jackson  township, 
and  was  reared  by  Benjamin  Heim  and  wife,  who 
had  stood  sponsors  for  him  at  his  baptism;  he 
was  named  Benjamin  after  Mr.  Heim.  The  Heims 
had  no  children,  and  after  they  died  Benjamin 
Clement  became  the  owner  of  their  eighty-acre 
farm,  where  he  settled  in  1861  and  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  cultivating  it  from  the  time 
of  his  marriage  until  his  death.  His  Avidow  and 
three  of  his  children  still  make  their  home  on 
that  place,  which  is  in  J ackson  township.  Mr. 
Clement  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  Avhich  he 
followed  during  his  earlier  life.  He  died  in  Jack- 
son  township  Jan.  19,  1909,  aged  seventy-four 
years,  four  months,  seventeen  days.  He  was  a 
member  of  Peifer’s  United  Evangelical  Church, 
which  he  served  officially,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  buried  at  that  church.  Politically  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  he  was  rpiite  active  in  public  af- 
fairs, serving  as  supervisor  and  overseer  of  the 
poor  of  Jackson  township.  His  wife,  Mary  (Brow- 
er), was  a daughter  of  Xathan  Brower,  of  Jack- 
son  township.  They  had  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren; Ira  B.  is  mentioned  later;  Jane  married 
Oliver  Leffler ; Flora  married  Harvey  Hess ; How- 
ard is  a resident  of  Herndon,  Pa. ; Daniel  died 
Dec.  20,  1898,  aged  twenty-six  years,  eight  months, 
twelve  days;  Francis  is  mentioned  later;  Bertha 
and  Amanda  arc  both  unmarried,  and  they  and 
their  brother  Francis  continue  to  make  their  home 
on  the  old  place. 

Ira  B.  Clemext,  son  of  Benjamin,  is  engaged 
in  farming  in  Rockefeller  township,  Avliere  he  has 
a valuable  place  of  135  acres.  He  is  a native  of 
Jackson  township,  born  Sept.  2,  1863,  and  was 
reared  to  farming,  in  his  early  manhood  hiring 
out  among  farmers  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
twenty-five.  In  the  spring  of  1889  he  began  farm- 
ing for  himself  on  the  Daniel  Holshue  farm,  in 
Lower  IMahanoy  township,  Avhere  he  was  a tenant 
for  fifteen  years.  He  then  farmed  the  Israel  By- 
erly  place  near  Hickory  Corners,  in  the  same  town- 
ship, for  a period  of  two  years,  in  the 'spring  of 
1906  moving  to  his  present  farm,  in  Rockefeller 
township,  which  Avas  formerly  the  Jared  Snyder 
place.  Mrs.  Clement  Avas  reared  on  this  farm.  It 
is  nicely  located  and  in  an  excellent  state  of  culti- 
vation) Mr.  Clement  being  an  intelligent,  indus- 
trious farmer,  ranking  among  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  his  toAA’nship.  He  is  sening  at  present  as 
one  of  the  members  of  the  school  Ixiard.  i\Ir. 
Clement  is  a Democrat  in  political  matters,  and 
he  is  a memher  of  IVifer's  Evangelical  Church  at 
Mandata.  His  wife  is  a member  of  the  Emanuel 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Rockefeller  town- 
ship. , 


On  Sept.  11,  1889,  Clement  married  Ella 
Snyder,  claughter  of  Jared  and  Elizabeth  (RebAick) 
Snyder,  and  they  have  a family  of  four  children; 
iMary,  Amanda,  Mabel  and  Samuel. 

iFiuxcis  Clemext,  son  of  Benjamin,  AA'as  born 
Dec.  8,  1875,  in  Jackson  toAvnship,  Avas  reared  on 
the  homestead,  and  has  folloAA’ed  farming  there  all 
his  days.  He  noAv  o\Ams  the  old  homestead  place, 
the  property  at  presetit  comprising  sixty-eight 
acres,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  thoroughly 
progressive  young  agriculturists  of  his  district. 
Peter  Clement,  his  grandfather,  built  the  barn  on 
this  farm,  and  the  other  buildings  A\ere  erected 
by  Benjamin  Clement,  father  of  the  present  OAA'ner. 
(>n  Oct.  11,  1908,  Francis  Clement  married  Alice 
Tressler,  daughter  of  VCilliam  Tressler,  of  Rocke- 
feller township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clement  are  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Evangelical  Church  (Peifer's) 
at  iMandata. 


Abraham  Clement,  another  son  of  Peter,  the 
pioneer  in  Xorthumberland  county,  Avas  born  April 
6,  1816,  in  LoAver  Augusta  toAvnship,  where  he 
lived  for  a time,  later  moAing  to  iMilton  and  thence 
to  Mooresburg.  He  Avas  a miller  by  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  also,  living  Avith  his  son  Peter, 
hoAvever,  for  some  years  before  his  death.  He  died 
in  Point  toAvnship,  Avhere  his  son  Peter  noAV  lives, 
March  27,  1895,  aged  seA'enty-nine  years  less  eleven 
days,  and  is  buried  at  the  Oak  OroA'e  Church  in 
Montour  county.  His  Avife,  Lucy  Ann  (Heilman), 
Avas  a daughter  of  Daniel  Heilman,  of  LoAA'er  Au- 
gusta township,  and  died  Avhen  sixty-three  years 
of  age.  She,  too',  is  buried  at  Oak  Grove  Church. 
Fourteen  children  Avere  born  to  this  couple;  Peter; 
Sophia,  born  March  16.  1813  (married  Elias  Bay- 
lor) ; Christiana  (married  Peter  Seiler)  ; Daniel, 
born  Xov.  22,  1815;  Mary  (Maria),  liorn  Dec.  17, 
1816  (married  D.  C.  Y'oung;  she  Avas  lame)  ; John, 
born  March  3,  1848  ; Samuel,  born  Feb.  27,  1849 
(deceased);  Abram,  born  Sept.  12,  1850;  Jane; 
Jeremiah,  born  Sept.  29,  1855;  Hannah,  born 
IMarch  3,  1857  (married  S.  Raup)  ; Catharine, 
born  June  1,  1858  (married  Samuel  'Wagner)  ; 
Jacob  and  Lucy,  both  of  Avhom  died  in  infancy. 
Some  of  this  family  are  out  West. 

Peter  Ceeaiex.s,  son  of  Abraham  and  Lucy  Ann 
(Heilman)  Clement,  Avas  horn  Oct.  29,  1841,  in 
Lower  Augusta  toAvnship.  He  Avas  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  brought  up  to  farm  life,  Avhich 
iie  has  followed  most  successfully.  When  tAventy- 
three  years  old  he  enlisted  at  Philadelphia  in 
Com]>any  I,  112th  Pennsylvania  \'olunteer  Infan- 
try. and  serve<l  almost  two  years,  lacking  only  a 
fcAV  days  of  that  period.  Returning  to  his  home 
county  after  the  Avar  he  Avas  married  iMarch  27, 
1866.  to  Caroline  Brouse,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Brouse,  of  Snyder  county,  later  of  Xorthumber- 
land county,  and  then  hxated  in  Point  toAvnship. 
He  did  laboring  Avork  for  one  year,  in  the  spring 
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of  ISG7  moving  to  Montandori^  where  he  resided 
a few  years,  until  tlie  spring  of  1870.  He  has 
since  farmed  in  Point  township,  where  he  rented 
land  for  twenty  years,  in  the  year  1889  settling 
on  his  present  place  in  that  township,  a fifty-three- 
acre  farm  of  good  limestone  soil,  where  he  has 
profitably  followed  general  farming  and  trucking. 
For  eighteen  years  he  also  engaged  in  lime-burn- 
ing. carrying  on  tliat  business  until  1907,  so  ex- 
tensively that  ho  burned  as  much  as  95,000  bush- 
els' in  one  year.  i\[r.  Clemens  has  been  interested 
in  the  various  activities  of  his  community,  has 
filled  the  office  of  school  director  five  years  and 
that  of  supervisor  many  years,  and  has  long  been 
an  active  member  of  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  in 
Point  township,  of  which  he  has  been  a trustee 
since  1901;  he  was  elder  for  a number  of  years, 
and  has  served  in  all  the  various  church  offices. 
His  family  are  also  Lutherans  in  religion.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Democrat.  He  is  a man  whose 
upright  life  and  devotion  to  duty  commend  him 
to  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  he  is 
respected  uherever  known.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Clemens  have  been  born  children  as  follows : 
Harvey  S.,  now  of  Xorthumberland ; Albert  IV., 
of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.;  Catharine  A.,  who  is  unmar- 
ried and  living  at  home ; Lucy  A.,  a widow,  of 
St.  Joseph.  !Mo. ; Maria  V.,  who  died  aged  twenty 
years;  Mary  i\L,  who  married  Spencer  Black,  of 
Watsontown,  Pa. ; Abraham  B.,  of  Sunbury,  this 
county;  ilaud  S.,  who  married  August  Schaffer 
and  lives  in  Point  township;  and  Jeremiah,  also 
of  Point  township. 

AniiAM  Ci.EMExs,  son  of  Abraham  and  Lucy 
Ann  (Heilman)  Clement,  was  born  Sept.  13,  1850, 
in  Lower  Augusta  township,  where  he  attended 
school.  V'hen  twelve  years  old  he  went  with  his 
father  to  Milton,  where  he  continued  his  studies 
for  a time,  and  he  remained  with  his  father  until 
his  marriage,  living  at  Mooresburg  for  six  months. 
In  1871  he  came  to  his  present  farm  in  East 
Chillisquaque  township,  the  Andrew  Kurtz  place, 
on  the  road  between  Milton  and  Danville.  This 
property  he  bought  in  1885.  It  comprises  alxiut 
seventy  acres,  and  a fine  limestone  quarry  is  lo- 
cated on  the  tract.  In  addition  to  farming  Mr. 
Clemens  has  done  an  extensive  business  burning 
lime,  which  is  very  plentiful  on  his  land,  finding 
a ready  market  for  the  product  in  his  imimxliate 
vicinity.  He  has  prospered  by  hard  work  and 
strict  attention  to  business,  and  he  enjoys  the 
esteem  of  his  neighbors,  whom  he  has  serve<I  in 
the  office  of  school  director.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  in  religion  a member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  wliich  he  serves  at  present  as  elder. 

In  1870  Mr.  Clemens  married  Sarah  Kurtz, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  (Teel)  Kurtz,  and 
granddaughter  of  Andrew  Kurtz,  who  lived  in 
Northampton  county,  i^lr.  and  ^Irs.  Clemens  have 
a large  family,  viz.:  ATidrcw  married  Betty  Nori- 


conk  and  has  children,  Haro.d  and  Lee;  Maggie 
marric-d  Irwin  Fans;  Cora  married  Charles  Pine 
and  has  two  children,  John  A.  and  Emeline  J. ; 
Newton  married  Bertha  Zoug  and  tlieir  children 
are  Miriam,  ^lyrland,  Carold  and  Herman;  John 
A.  married  Irene  Benneth  and  their  children  are 
iMclvin  and  Alildred;  Peter  married  Lottie  M’ag- 
ner;  IMaude  married  iMyrle  Crunly  and  has  chil- 
dren, Margaret  and  Paul;  Jeremiah  maxTied  Della 
Penn  and  their  children  arc  Charlotte  and  Poy 
Henry ; Bessie  married  Frank  Muffley  and  has  one 
son,  Abraxn  C. ; Samuel  and  Pearl  are  unmarried. 

JOHN  AVEISER  BUCHEP,  formerly  of  Sun- 
bury, a citizen  of  that  borough  xvhose  activities 
in  bxisiness,  social  and  public  circles  made  him 
known  to  most  of  its  residents,  was  born  there 
Sept.  15j  1835.  He  is  a member  of  the  third  gen- 
eration of  his  family  to  live  at  that  place,  tlie 
Buchers  having  been  active  and  prominent  here 
from  the  early  days,  the  emigrant  members  of 
the  family  having  settled  in  Sunbury  in  tlie  days 
of  the  Indian  occupation. 

John,  Henry  and  Dietrich  Bucher  came  to  Penn- 
sxdvania  from  Switzerland,  Dietrich  establishing 
an  iron  furnace  near  Reading,  Bex'ks  county,  John 
and  Henry  locating  at  Sunbury,  Northumberland 
county.  Ilenry  Bucher,  who  was  the  grandfaiher 
of  John  AVeiser  Bucher,  was  born  April  16,  1764, 
in  Switzerland,  xvas  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
resided  at  what  is  now  the  southwest  c-orner  of 
AA'alnut  and  Third  streets,  owning  much  land  in 
Sunbury — nearly  all  that  part  of  the  borough  be- 
tween the  Suso[uchanna  river  and  Shamokin  creek 
from  the  mouth  of  the  latter  to  Spruce  street. 
He  was  the  first  to  put  this  land  under  culti\ation. 
He  married  Catharine  Epley,  who  was  born  Jan. 
34.  1768,  and  died  at  Sunbury  Aug.  17,  1347.  Afr. 
Bucher  died  at  Sunbury  Feb.  3,  1834.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Henry;  Elizabeth,  xvho  married  Geoi’ge 
AVeiser,  a tanner;  Alary,  who  married  Jacob  Leis- 
enring;  Francis;  George,  who  was  a soldier  in 
the  war  of  1813;  and  John.  Of  this  family, 
Henry  lived  and  died  in  Sunbury;  he  had  a hotel 
on  Front  street,  and  operated  the  ferry  for  some 
years. 

Francis  Bucher,  youngest  son  of  Henry  and 
Catharine  (Efiley)  Bucher,  lived  at  the  old  home- 
stead in  Sunbury.  He  learned  the  trade  of  tan- 
ner and  was  one  of  the  last  persons  engaged  in 
that  business  in  the  borough.  He  died  Alarch  19, 
1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy.  On  Dee.  8,  1831,  he 
married  Alarv  .Ann  Alasser.  and  to  their  union 
were  born  six  sons  and  two  daughters;  The  eldest 
two,  both  named  Henry,  diexi  in  infancy;  John 
AVeiser  is  the  oldest  surviving  member  of  the  faxn- 
ily;  Emily  died  unmarried  in  1908:  Falward  (de- 
ceased) married  .Amelia  Fisher  (whose  mother  was 
ninetv-seven  rears  old  in  1910 — the  oldest  living 
woman  in  Sunbury)  ; Kichard,  who  liw'd  and  died 
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in  Sunlniry.  ^vas  in  the  army  tor  fifteen  year?, 
Avas  held  prisoner  at  Andersonville  for  over  a year 
and  was  in  Custc-Es  forces;  Louisa  died  young-; 
William  II.  is  a resklent  of  Sunbury. 

John  Weiser  Bucher  received  an  academic  edu- 
cation. and  learned  the  trade  of  tanner  with  his 
father.  When  about  twenty  years  old  he  became 
clerk  and  deputy  to  tlie  register  and  recorder,  till- 
ing that  position  about  six  years,  after  which  he 
was  appointed  deputy  prothonotar}-,  serving  as 
such  one  year;  he  also  served  one  term  as  deputy 
treasurer  of  the  county,  lie  served  one  year  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  upon  his  return  to  Sunbury 
resumed  the  tanning  business,  at  which  he  was  en- 
gaged for  two  or  tliree  years.  He  then  entered 
the  employ  of  Ira  T.  Clement,  in  whose  employ 
Ire  continued  for  a cpiarter  of  a century,  beginning 
as  bookkeeper  in  his  manufacturing  establishment, 
and  after  several  years  in  tliat  position  becoming 
secretary  of  the  Sunbury  Steam  Ferry  and  Tow 
Boat  Company  and  associate  manager  or  super- 
intendent of  the  various  manufacturing  industries 
of  Mr.  Clement.  In  July,  1890,-  he  was  elected 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Sunbury  Trust  & 
■Safe  Deposit  Company,  then  a new  banking  con- 
cern, just  established  in  its  quarters  at  Fourth  and 
Market  streets.  Though  not  as  active  in  business 
as  fonnerly,  IMr.  Bucher  retained  many  of  his 
local  interests  as  long  as  he  remained  in  Sunbury. 
On  Feb.  19,  1911,  he  and  his  daughter  Sarah  left 
Sunbury  for  Kingman.  Ariz.,  to  make  their  home 
with  his  son  William  Henry. 

IMr.  Bucher  took  a prominent  part  in  adminis- 
tering the  puldic  affairs  of  the  borough,  having 
served  many  years  as  towm  clerk  and  in  tlie  coun- 
cil, and  in  18G8  as  chief  burgess;  he  was  also 
elected  treasurer  of  the  borough,  in  every  position 
justifying  the  confidence  his  fellow  citizens  have 
shown  in  his  ability  and  integrity.  He  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Buchanan,  but  has  since  been  a Ee- 
publican  in  politics. 

In  February,  186.5,  IMr.  Bucher  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  47th  P.  V.  I.,  at  Harrisburg,  and 
served  one  year  in  the  191h  Army  Coi-ps,  as  a 
private  under  General  Hancock.  He  was  mustered 
out  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  He  is  a prominent  mem- 
ber of  Lieut.  William  A.  Brunner  Post,  Xo.  335, 
G.  A.  E.,  of  Sunbury,  and  served  as  quartermaster 
of  that  organization  continuously  from  1895.  The 
hi.story  of  the  members  of  that  post  which  he  com- 
piled, containing  a biogra{'hy  with  detailed  war 
record  of  246  comrades,  cost  him  much  time  and 
labor,  occupying  him  for  over  two  years,  and  is  a 
valuable  and  interesting  work  : he  has  also  compiled 
a complete  roster  of  the  post.  Mr.  Bucher  is 
quite  an  authority  on  mattei’s  of  local  history, 
having  long  devoted  much  of  his  leisure  to  intelli- 
gent study,  and  his  fine  library  of  over  fifteen 
hundred  volumes  contains  many  valuable  works, 
vvhicii  he  thoroughly  appreciates  and  enjoys.  In 


his  more  active  years  he  was  ju’omineut  in  various 
fratei-nai  bodies,  and  he  was  the  oldest  Mason  in 
Sunbury  (member  of  Lodge  Xo.  22,  F.  & A.  M.) 
and  the  oldest  Odd  Fellow  in  that  borough  (mem- 
ber of  Ix)dge  Xo.  203).  Ho  formerly  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  1.  0.  E.  M., 
P.  0.  S.  of  A.  and  American  Mechanics.  He 
was  long  identilied  with  the  First  Eeformed 
Church  of  Sunbury,  which  he  served  many  years 
as  organist.  In  1891  Mr.  Bucher  erected  the 
beautiful  home  at  Xo.  1048  Elver  Eoad  wliich 
he  occupied  until  his  removal  from  the  borough. 

On  Dec.  15,  1858,  Mr.  Bucher  was  married  in 
Sunbury  to  Hester  A.  Beard,  daughter  of  James 
Beard  (deceased),  at  one  time  prothonoiary  of 
hTorthumberland  county  and  afterward  a lawyer. 
She  died  Dec.  26,  1862,  leaving  three  children: 
Francis  Edward,  who  graduated  from  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  and  is  now 
a prominent  lawyer  in  Philadelphia;  .John  Beard, 
a merchant  of  Sunbury  ; and  Mary  IMargaret,  born 
Sept.  13,  1862,  who  died  Feb.  14,  1877.  On 
March  4,  1868,  Jlr.  Bucher  married  (second) 
Jlary  Jane  Clement,  daughter  of  Ira  T.  Clement, 
and  she  died  in  Decemher  of  the  same  year,  leav- 
ing a daughter,  Laura  Irene,  born  Dec.  19,  1868, 
who  died  Xov.  2,  1892.  On  Feb.  13,  1872,  Mr. 
Bucher  married  (third)  IMary  Faust,  and  to  their 
union  were  born  five  children : Samuel  Faust,  who 
is  deceased ; William  Henry,  a graduate  of  Buck- 
nell  University,  Lewisburg.  Pa.,  aTid  of  the  Med- 
ico-Chirurgical  College,  Philadelphia,  who  was  a 
surgeon  in  the  United  States  navy  from  1897  and 
because  of  physical  disability  stationed  at  King- 
man,  Ariz.,  since  1908  (he  is  now  retired)  ; Sarah 
Helen,  unmarried;  George  Franklin;  and  Mary 
Ann  Masser,  deceased. 

TEOUTMAX'.  The  Troutman  family,  numer- 
ous and  well  known  in  the  lower  end  of  Xorthum- 
berland  county,  particularly  in  and  around  Jordan 
township,  has  been  long  established  in  that  region. 
At  St.  David's  Church,  at  Hebe,  in  that  town- 
ship. are  buried  many  of  the  name,  and  we  find 
record  there  of  one  Heinrich  Troutman,  born  Dec. 
23,  1764,  died  Dec.  16.  1833,  a farmer  who  lived 
in  the  South  Jordan  district  and  was  a Eeformed 
member  of  Hebe  Church.  His  children  by  his 
first  wife  were:  Peter,  Jacob,  .\nna  (married 
Heai;\i3jfiincr) , Adam  and  .Jonas.  By  his  second 
marriage,  to  Catharine  Hain,  liorn  .\pril  10,  1774, 
died  Oct.  23,  1851,  he  had  children:  George,  Ben- 
jamin (who  married  a Dreibelbis)  and  Abraham 
(who  married  Anna  Schaft'er.  dauLditer  of  John). 

Abraham  Troutman,  brother  of  Heinrich,  above, 
was  born  Di'c.  9,  1773,  and  died  April  1,  1852. 
His  wife  Elizalieth.  Imrn  Get.  7.  178(),  died  Jlay 
9.  1814.  J’lieir  daughter  Salome,  born  .June  3o. 
1816.  married  Heinrieh  'rroutman,  and  died  April 
1.5,  ISIS. 
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Among  the  wills  on  record  in  Xoriluimlterle.nd 
county  we  find  (Will  B<Jok  'i,  page  97)  that  of 
Peter  Troutman,  IMalianoy  township,  filed  April 
3,  1809,  whose  -“dearly  beloved  wife,'"  Eve,  is  ap- 
pointed executor : names  of  children  are  not  given, 
but  all  the  estate  is  l)e<|ueathed  to  them.  The  will 
of  one  Jacob  Troutman,  who  died  early  in  Xo- 
vember,  ISll,  appoints  his  wiixu  Anna  iMaria,  as 
the  executor,  and  shows  the  children  to  have  Iteen 
Catharine,  Abraham,  Mary,  Christena,  Lidia,  Eliz- 
abeth (“'shall  have  the  cow  she  rais(M  from  a calf 
in  advans’’),  Laha,  George,  Esther  and  Solomy. 
At  the  time  of  the  father's  death  the  family  liveil 
in  Jackson  townshi}:^.  Another  Jac-ob  Troutman 
died  in  October,  1854;  one  John  Troutman  was 
his  executor.  One  Moses  Timitman  died  in  July, 
1868 ; executor,  Solomon  Troutman. 

Jacob  Troutman,  the  known  progenitor  of  many 
of  the  name  now  residing  in  Xorthumberland 
county,  may  ha\e  been  a son  of  the  Heinrich  pre- 
viously mentioned,  though  we  have  no  definite  rec- 
ords to  substantiate  the  theory.  But  as  Heinrich 
lived  in  the  region  in  which  the  family  is  so  well 
represented,  and  as  Jacob  had  a brotlier  Peter 
(also  mentioned  among  Heinrich’s  children),  it 
is  possible  they  were  of  the  same  line.  Jacob 
Troutman  omied  and  lived  upon  a farm  in  Jor- 
dan township,  near  Union  town,  the  property  now 
owned  by  Phoebe  Troutman,  one  of  his  grand- 
daughters ; the  place  now  comprises  eightv  acres. 
He  is  interred  in  the  Uniontown  cemetery,  the 
burial  place  of  many  Troutmans.  He  and  his  wife 
Magdalena  (Brosius)  were  the  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  John;  Polly,  Mrs.  John  Lesher; 
Moses;  Carolina,  Mrs.  Xathan  Brower;  Peter; 
Samuel;  and  Eve,  Mrs.  Isaac  Wolf. 

John  Troutman,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  June 
10,  1817,  in  Jordan  township,  near  Uniontown, 
and  was  a lifelong  farmer  and  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  men  in  his  section,  of  which  he  was 
a leading  citizen  for  many  years  of  his  long  life. 
Besides  his  home  place  of  132  acres  (which  was 
given  to  his  son  John  L.  and  his  daughter  iMag- 
adelene)  he  owned  six  farms,  tlie  one  now  owned 
by  his  son  George  L.,  another  which  his  son  Simon 
obtained,  one  given  to  his  daughter  Ellemina.  ^lys. 
Jeremiah  Peifer,  another  owned  by  his  son  Adam 
L.,  another  owned  by  his  son  Henry,  and  another 
by  Joel  Kratzer,  son  of  his  daughter  Ellemina 
by  her  first  marriage,  to  Joel  Kratzer.  Mr. 
Troutman  was  active  in  church  work,  the  founder 
and  leading  member  of  Troutman's  United  Evan- 
gelical Church,  so  nameil  in  his  honor.  He  built 
the  meetinghouse  of  that  congregation  at  Union- 
town,  was  always  a liberal  contributor  to  the 
church  and  one  of  its  pillars  to  the  end  of  his 
life.  Mr.  Troutman  served  some  years  as  treas- 
urer of  his  township.  He  died  upon  his  farm 
March  17,  1900,  and  is  buried  with  his  wife  in 
the  family  plot  in  Uniontown  cemeh'ry. 


Mr.  Tioutman  was  twice  married,  his  first  union' 
being  with  Sarah  Lesher,  who  uas  born  Oct.  19,- 
1817,  and  died  April  27,  1841.  Mr.  Troutman 
subsequently  married  her  sister,  Harriet  Lesher,- 
who  (lied  April  27,  1888.  They  wore  daughters- 
of  Samuel  and  Magadelene  (Smith)  Lesher,  who 
were  from  Berks  county;  Mr.  Lesh<:'r  was  a large" 
pro])erty  ouner.  iMr.  Troutman  was  the  father 
of  fifteen  children,  Engel ine  and  Simon  by  his 
first  wife,  and  the  following  by  his  second:  Mag- 
dalena (who  died  unmarried),  Ellemina  (wife  of 
Joel  Kratzer  and  secojid  Jeremiah  Peifer),  Henry 
L.,  Isaac  L.,  Moses  L.,  iMary  (who  married  Hiratn 
Landis),  Amos,  George  L.,  John  L.,  Phoebe,  one 
that  died  in  infancy,  Cornelius,  and  another  that 
died  in  infancy. 

George  L.  Trout:\iax,  son  of  John,  was  born 
June  21,  1858.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and 
worked  for  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, after  which  he  began  farming  on  his  own 
account  in  ITpper  Paxton  township.  Dauphin 
county,  where  he  was  a tenant  for  a few  years.. 
In  1881  he  came  to  his  present  home  in  Jordan 
township,  a 120-acre  farm  located  on  the  road 
between  Hebe  and  Klingerstown,  formerly  the 
homestead  of  John  Eister,  who  built  the  present 
barn  in  1840  and  the  house  in  1836.  Samuel' 
Wiest  bought  the  property  from  Mr.  Eister  for 
his  son  Jacob,  who  occupied  it  for  thirty-five- 
years,  since  when  it  has  been  in  Mr.  Troutman's 
possession.  It  has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  valuable  farms  in  the  valley,  its  succes- 
sive owners  having  taken  considerable  pride  in 
keeping  it  up,  aiul  it  has  not  deteriorated  under 
Mr.  Troutman's  management.  He  is  one  of  tb.e 
industrious  and  thrifty  farmers  of  his  section. 

On  Dec.  8,  1878,  Mr.  Troutman  married  Maiy 
Wert,  daughter  of  William  and  Catharine  (Eiegel) 
Wert,  and  they  have  three  children;  Alice  A., 
who  married  John  I’omberger  and  lives  on  the 
homestead  (they  have  one  son,  Ilalph  T. ) ; Victor, 
of  Klingerstown,  Pa.,  married  to  Sallie  B.,  daugh- 
ter of  Tobias  Wiest;  and  Dora  A.,  who  married 
William  B.  Wiest,  Jr.,  and  is  now  living  in  Al- 
berta,. Canada,  where  they  settled  on  a homestead 
of  their  own  and  have  prospered. 

Mr.  Troutman  and  his  family  have  been  identi- 
fied with  the  Troutman  United  Evangelical 
Church,  of  which  his  father  was  the  founder.  Hc^r 
is  a Republican  in  political  sentiment. 

Isaac  L.  Troutman,  sixth  s<>n  of  John  Trout- 
man, and  grandson  of  Jacol).  was  born  Sept.  4, 
184!).  in  Jordan  township,  and  was  reared  on  the 
paternal  farm,  working  for  his  parents  through- 
out his  youth.  When  about  twenty-one  years  old 
he  liegan  fanning  for  himself  in  Roc'kefellor  town- 
ship, at  Seven  I’oints,  where  he  located  about 
1869,  from  that  time  for  many  years  working  for 
his  father-in-law,  Daniel  Klinger,  with  wlumi  ho 
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lived.  Mr.  Troutman  remained  witli  Mr.  Klinger 
until  his  death,  and  he  still  lives  on  that  place. 
He  and  his  family  are  Lutheran  members  of  the 
Cross  Hoad  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  active, 
having  held  the  offices  of  trustee,  deacon  and  elder, 
in  which  latter  he  is  still  serving.  Politically  he 
is  a ffepublican. 

Mr.  Troutman  married  Mary  Ann  Klinger, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Caroline  (Schadel)  Kling- 
er, and  tiiey  have  had  children  as  follows : Lizzie 
married  Theodore  McKinney  and  they  live  at  Sun- 
bury.  Pa.  ; Harvey  Albert  married  Edna  Long  and 
lives  at  Sunbury,  Pa. ; Elmer  F.  is  mentioned  be- 
low; Lillie  married  Elmer  Zimmerman  and  they 
live  in  Rockefeller  township;  William  H.  died  aged 
fourteen  years. 

Daniel  Klinger,  father  of  l\rrs.  Troutman,  was 
born  Xmv.  2,  1824,  and  married  Caroline  Schadel, 
who  was  born  May  22,  1827.  They  came  from 
the  vicinity  of  Klingerstown,  Schuylkill  county, 
after  their  marriage,  and  settled  in  Rockefeller 
township,  where  they  passed  the  remainder  of  their 
lives,  ancl  there  they  are  buried,  at  Emanuel  Luth- 
eran Church.  Mr.  Klinger  died  Aug.  21,  1908, 
Mrs.  Klinger  on  Oct.  22,  1907.  They  were  farm- 
ing people  and  among  the  prosperous  residents  of 
their  section. 

El;mer  F.  Tnocxit.vx,  son  of  Isaac  L.,  was  born 
Xov.  22,-  187G,  in  Rockefeller  township,  where  he 
attended  the  local  schools  and  was  brought  up  to 
farm  life.  MTrking  for  his  parents  until  he 
reached  his  majority,  he  began  farming  for  him- 
self in  the  spring  of  1898,  on  the  tract  of  sixty- 
seven  acres  in  the  Plum  Creek  district,  in  Rock- 
efeller township,  where  he  has  since  lived.  This 
was  formerly  a Furman  homestead,  later  owned  by 
a Klinger,  and  the  present  set  of  buildings  on 
the  place  was  erected  by  William  Furman.  Mr. 
Troutman  has  improved  the  property  materially 
since  it  came  into  his  OM'nership,  and  the  barn 
and  stables  have  been  equipped  with  modern  ap- 
pliances and  are  kept  scrupulously  clean,  his  live 
stock  being  a matter  of  pride  and  pi-obably  the 
finest  in  the  township,  this  being  true  of  his  cattle 
and  horses  both.  He  has  made  a specialty  of 
dairy  farming,  keeping  fifteen  milch  cows  in  the 
summer  season  and  in  winter  usually  as  many  as 
twenty-three,  running  a milk  team  to  Sunbury 
daily.  He  has  bwn  enterprising  and  industrious, 
and  his  intelligent  methods  and  good  management 
have  brought  their  own  reward. 

On  Dec.  22,  ISfH),  Mr*.  Troutman  liiarried  Adel- 
la  Bloom,  daughter  of  the  late  Hii'am  Bloom,  who 
was  a fanner  of  Rockefeller  township.  Two  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Troutman, 
Gertrude  and  Russell.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Troutman 
are  Lutheran  members  (d’  the  Plum  Creek  Church. 
He  is  a Republican  in  jwlitical  connection,  and 
has  several  local  elective  offices. 


-lusi’ph  Troutman,  great-grandfather  of  William 
L.  Troutman,  of  Hebe,  in  Jordan  township,  was 
a farmer  of  that  township. 

George  T.  Troutman,  son  of  Joseph,  born  Jan. 
27,  1804,  was  a farm.er  in  .Iordan  township,  own- 
ing the  place  which  he  occupied  and  cultivated. 
It  is  now  the  property  of  S.  W.  Reed,  a farm  of 
about  130  acres.  He  married  Jestina  Klark,  who 
was  born  Xov.  22,  1811,  and  died  .June  4,  1876, 
surviving  Nlr.  Troutman,  who  passed  away  Feb. 
14,  1869.  They  are  buried  at  Hebe.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  William  K.,  Henry  K.,  Joseph  K. 
(died  Dec.  27,  1906,  aged  sixty-six  years,  eight 
months,  two  days;  wife  Esther  died  May  31,  1888, 
aged  forty-three  years,  three  months,  fifteen  days), 
Aaron  K.,  Harriet,  Catharine,  Louisa,  Helena, 
Mary  and  Sarah. 

William  K."  Troutman,  son  of  George  T.,  was 
born  in  X'orthumberland  county,  and  was  a fanner 
of  .Jordan  township,  where  he  had  a- Tract  of  12.7 
acres  which  he  cultivated  during  his  active  years. 
I,.ater,  when  he  retired,  he  moved  to  a small  place 
near  Hebe.  During  his  early  years  he  was  a ten- 
ant fanner,  but  by  hard  work  and  thrift  he  became 
well-to-do,  and  he  was  one  of  the  respected  citi- 
zens of  his  township,  which  he  served  as  tax  col- 
lector. I'*olitically  he  was  a Republican,  and  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  he  served  in  the  Union  army, 
as  a member  of  Company  K,  172d  Regiment.  He 
and  his  family  worshipped  with  the  Reformed  con- 
gregation at  Hebe,  and  he  served  as  elder  and 
trustee  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Troutman's  first  wife,  Lydia  (Leitzel), 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Jjeitzel,  was  born  .Jan.  lo, 
1834,  and  died  Xov.  26,  1868,  the  mother  of  seven 
children:  Amelia  married  Peter  Kratzer;  Eliza- 
beth married  William  Bohner ; Catharine  married 
Peter  Boyer;  Lydia  married  William  Holfman ; 
Emma  married  .lohn  Long;  Cossom  married  Mag- 
gie Shaud ; William  L.  is  mentioned  below.  The 
father  died  Xov.  2,  1897,  aged  sixty-six  years, 
nine  months,  fourteen  days,  and  is  buried  at  Hebe 
by  the  side  of  his  first  wife. 

MTt.i.i.vii  L.  TifOUTit.vx,  son  of  William  K.  and 
Lydia  (liC'itzel)  Troutman,  was  born  Jlay  .5.  1864, 
in  Lykens  Ahrlley,  Dauphin  county,  and  like  the 
average  farmer's  son  was  trained  to  agricultural 
pursuits  from  boyhood  and  worked  for  his  parents 
until  he  became  of  age.  His  early  literary  train- 
ing was  obtained  at  home  and  in  the  schools  at 
Pillow,  Dauphin  county,  and  when  twenty  years 
old  he  was  licensed  to  teach,  by  Prof.  W.  J.  Wolv- 
erton,  then  superintendent  of  schools  in  XYrthum- 
berland  county,  llis  first  experience  was  at  the 
Grove  schoolhouse.  X*o.  2.  in  .Jordan  townsiiip,  and 
he  has  taught  twenty-five  years  in  all  it>  that 
township,  where  he  was  engaged  for  twenty  years 
consecutively.  For  two  terms  he  was  located  at 
Leek  Kill,  in  Upper  Mabanoy  township,  llis  first 
professional  c(‘rtificatc  wa.-  granted  in  1900,  bis 
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second  in  1909^  by  Prof.  Yb  \Y.  Fetzer,  county 
superintendent.  Mr.  Troutman  was  not  only  re- 
garded as  a successful  educator,  but  also  as  an 
executive  officer,  for  while  teaching  he  was  ap- 
pointed school  director  of  his  township,  serving 
as  such  about  a yeaiy  and  during  that  time  he 
was  secretary  of  the  board  of  health  in  his  town- 
ship; the  district  had  three  cases  of  smallpox  in 
his  term.  In  the  suinmer  season  Mr.  Troutman 
followed  farming,  for  the  most  part  as  a tenant 
farmer,  though  lie  at  present  owns  a farm  of 
ninety-eight  acres  and  oversees  the  work  of  culti- 
vation. In  188-3  he  moved  to  near  Hebe,  and  in 
1906  moved  into  the  village,  where  he  built  his 
present  home  in  1909.  He  has  for  a number  of 
years  been  active  in  public  affairs  in  the  locality, 
having  served  one  term  as  assessor  of  Jordan 
townshij)  and  two  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
to  which  office  he  was  first  elected  in  1897,  iieing 
reelected  five,  years  later  by  a large  majority.  In 
politics  he  is  a Eepublican.  He  has  been  a most 
active  member  of  the  Peformed  congregation  of 
St.  David's  Church  at  Hebe,  of  which  he  was 
deacon  for  twelve  years  and  elder  for  six  years, 
and  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  consistory  for 
the  past  twenty  years,  being  still  the  incumbent 
of  that  position.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  the 
efficient  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1886,  Mr.  Troutman  mar- 
ried Susan  M.  Lahr,  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Har- 
riet (Kebuck)  Lahr,  and  they  have  a famil}'  of 
ten  children,  born  as  follows:  Grant,  June  21, 
1888  (he  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  public 
school  in  Jordan  township  and  in  the  spring  of 
1910  entered  the  Keystone  State  normal  school,  at 
Kutztown,  Pa.):  Clarence,  Xov.  30,  1889;  Earl, 
Sept.  2-3,  1891;  tVilliam,  Dec.  31,  1892;  Ammon 
J.,  June  29,  1894;  Eva  G.,  May  30,  1896  ; Xet- 
tie,  June  4,  1898;  Posco  E.,  June  30,  1900  ; Ruth 
F.,  May  12,  1902  ; Paul  L.,  Xov.  2,  1906. 

EDGAR  0.  SEAiMAX,  of  tVatsonfown,  dealer 
in  vehicles  of  all  kinds,  harness,  farm  implements, 
and  a number  of  allied  commodities,  has  found 
an  excellent  field  for  that  business  in  the  borough, 
which  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  a prosperous 
agricultural  community,  from  which  he  draws  a 
large  trade.  He  is  a native  of  Yhitsonto^m.  born 
Sept.  30,  1878,  and  he  comes  of  a family  which 
has  been  located  in  Pennsylvania  since  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  for  over  a hundred  and 
si.xty  years.  The  form  Seaman  is  the  English 
spelling  of  a ‘‘surname  of  occupation”  denoting  a 
sailor  or  one  connected  uhth  the  navigation  of  a 
vessel,  and  was  applied  to  officers  as  well  as  com- 
mon sailors,  although  technically  restricted  to 
those  without  rank.  The  German  spelling  is  See- 
mann ; Middle  English.  Seamon : Anglo-Saxon, 
Seaman;  Dutch,  Zeeman;  Icelandic,  Sjomathe; 
Swedish,  Sjoeinan;  Dani>h.  Soemand. 


-fohan  Ludwig  Seaman,  the  afjcestrr  of  the  Sea- 
mans here  under  consideration,  was  a native  of 
Germany,  and  prior  to  corning  to  Ajuerica  was 
for  eight  years  a member  of  the  bodyguanl  of 
Frederick  the  Great  of  Prussia.  He  emigrated 
to  America  in  1748,  landing  at  Philadelphia  Oct. 
23th  of  that  year,  and  soon  thereafter  removed 
to  Bern,  which  later  became  FTpper  Bern  and  is 
now  Tilden  townsnip,  in  Berks  county.  Pa.  He 
had  children;  Ebcrhart,  born  in  IT 32;  John,  born 
in  1753;  Henrv:  IMargaretta,  who  married  a Real; 
Mai-y  Magdalena,  boni  in  1739,  who  married  Phil- 
ip Kauffman;  Ludwig  (Lewis),  born  in  1764; 
George,  and  ilichael. 

On  Xov.  18,  1793,  one  Lewis  Seaman  received 
a warrant  for  400  acres  of  land  in  Xorthumber- 
land  county.  Pa.  [Pennsylvania  Archives,  Third 
Series.] 

John  Seaman,  son  of  Johan  Ludwig,  married 
Elizabeth  Schlappig,  and  to  them  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  John,  Christian,  Samuel.  Cath- 
arine, Elizabeth,  Magdalena,  Christiana,  Maria  and 
Johan  George. 

Johan  George  Seaman,  son  of  John,  who  owned 
the  old  homestead  in  Upper  Bern  (now  Tilden) 
township,  a tract  Avhich  then  consisted  of  275 
acres,  lived  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  John 
Becker.  He  was  in  comfortable  circumstances  and 
was  well  and  favorably  known  in  upper  Berks 
county.  He  married  IMagdalena  Kauffman,  and 
to  them  were  born  these  children:  Joh.n;  Y’illiam 
K. : George,  Jr.;  David;  Reuben;  IMarv,  who  mar- 
ried Samuel  Kline;  Rebecca,  who  married  IVil- 
liam  Loeb  i Hester,  who  married  Bonneville  Mach- 
mer ; Catharine,  who  married  AViiliam  IMachmer; 
and  Eliza,  evho  married  John  Geschwindt. 

IVilliam  K.  Seaman,  the  grandfather  of  Edgar 
0.  Seaman,  was  born  in  Tilden  townsliip, 
Berks  county,  and  after  his  marriage  and  the 
birth  of  some  of  his  children  moved  to  Xorth- 
umberland  countv.  Pa.,  settling  on  a farm  at 
Pottsgrove,  in  Chillisquarjuc  township,  where  he 
put  up  a tine  set  of  buildings.  He  prospered  in 
ins  own  undertakings,  but  lost  considerable  money 
going  bond  for  others.  He  died  in  July,  1898, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and  is  burie(.I  in 
Harmony  cemetery  at  Milton.  Mr.  Seaman  was 
a Lutheran  in  religion  and  a Democrat  in  politics. 
He  and  his  wife  Mary  had  children  as  follows; 
Penrose,  who  settled  in  Union  county.  Pa. ; Caro- 
line, Mrs.  Charles  Hoy  ; IManassa,  wlio  died  when 
about  fifty  years  old;  and  IVilliam  B. 

AVJlliam  B.  Seaman,  son  of  IVilliam  K.,  wiis 
born  IMay  5,  1838,  in  Chillisquaque  township,  this 
county,  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  I’ottsgrove.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  and 
began  on  his  own  account  after  his  marriage  on 
a place  in  his  native  township,  where  he  farme<l 
on  shares  until  he  moved  to  lleiaware  town.mip 
to  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law,  S.  M.  Miller. 
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lie  was  at  tluit  locatiou  lor  alwiit  tliirty  years, 
tlience  moving  to  another  larni  in  the  same  town- 
ship,  wliich  Jie  cultivated  for  eight  years.  In 
1907  Mr.  Seaman  retired  from  active  pursuits  and 
settled  in  the  borough  of  AVatsontown,  where  he 
remained  only  two  }'ears,  however.  He  has  since 
lived  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  McCardle.  Like  the  members  of  his  family 
generally,  he  is  a Democrat  and  a Lutheran,  ilr. 
Seaman  married  Barbara  L.  i\Iiller,  who  was  born 
in  ISI-f  and  died  in  Xovember,  1898  ; she  is  buried 
at  Watsontown.  Four  children  were  born  to  iMr. 
and  Mrs.  Seaman,  namely:  Franklin  died  when 
fourteen  years  old;  William  H.  died  in  infancy; 
Mary  Emeline  married  LL  F.  McCardle ; Edgar  0. 
lives  in  Watsontown. 

Edgar  0.  Seaman,  son  of  William  B.,  received 
Ids  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Delaware 
township,  and  at  the  AVatsontown  high  school.  He 
farmed  tor  his  father  until  190'2,  since  which  year 
he  has  been  in  business  in  AA'atsontown,  where  he 
was  a coal  dealer  for  three  years.  For  the  next 
year  and  a half  he  was  in  the  livery  business  in 
the  borough,  and  then  conducted  a grocery  store 
for  two  years,  in  1909  embarking  in  his  present 
line.  He  handles  all  kinds  of  vehicles  and  farm 
implements,  including  cream  separators,  as  well 
as  harness  and  fertilizers,  and  has  the  local  agency 
for  the  famoits  AVeber  heavy  wagons,  finding  a 
steady  and  profitable  demand  for  all  his  goods  in 
the  territory  adjoining  AVatsontown,  where  many 
prosperous  farmers  are  located.  He  understands 
Ids  customers  and  their  wants,  and  by  obliging 
and  intelligent  service  has  built  up  a large  trade. 
Socially  Mr.  Seaman  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Golden  Eagle,  and  he  is  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 


John  Seaman,  evidently  of  the  same  stock  as 
above,  was  a native  of  Berks  county.  Pa.,  who 
settled  in  Butler  county,  this  State,  at  an  early 
day. 

Samuel  Seaman,  son  of  John,  came  from  Berks 
county,  and  died  in  the'Mahantango  V^alley,  where 
he  owned  a home,  his  house  standing  near  the  site 
of  the  present  residence  of  his  grandson,  Adam 
H.  Seaman.  His  son  Adam  also  lived  there. 
4Samucl  Seaman  is  buried  at  Zion's  Church  in 
Stone  valley,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  Xorth- 
nmberland  county.  He  married  in  the  community 
in  which  he  lived  and  died.  He  was  an  excellent 
wood  -worker,  and  made  many  grain  cradles,  some 
of  wdiich  are  still  in  use  in  tlie  Alahantango  A'al- 
ley.  They  were  considered  as  good  as  any  made. 

Adam  Seaman.  ,<on  of  Samuel,  was  born  Jan. 
24,  1819,  and  passed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
the  Alahantango  A'allev,  engaged  at  laboring  work. 
Fie  owned  Ids  home,  which  was  located  along  the 
Mahantango  creek,  not  far  from  County  Line, 
Xortiuimberland  county.  He  ilied  Xov.  o,  1899, 


while  living  with  his  son  Adaie.  II.  Seaman,  in 
Xortiuimberland  county,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
buried  at  Zion's  Stone  A'alley  Church.  Air.  Sea- 
man was  a member  of  the  Reformed  denomination, 
his  w'ife  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Phillipine  Hepner,  and  she  was  bom 
dan.  17,  1825,  daughter  of  .lacob  Hepner.  She 
died  Sept.  G,  1882.  Air.  and  Airs.  Seaman  had  the 
following  . children : Isaac;  Aaron,  who  married 
Lucy  Klinger ; Rebecca,  Airs.  F'etter ; Levi,  wdio 
died  unmarried;  Sarah,  Airs.  Adam  Spotts ; Elias, 
who  married  Sarah  Ann  Alicliael ; Frank,  who  mar- 
ried Alolly  Aurand;  Adam  IL;  Jere,  who  married 
Lucy,  widow  of  his  brother  xVaron ; and  a son  that 
died  in  infancy. 

An.v^t  H.  Se.cm.vx,  son  of  Adam,  is  a farmer 
in  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  this  county.  He  was 
born  July  21,  18G2,  across  the  Alahantango  creek 
in  Dauphin  county.  Pa.,  and  spent  all  his  boy- 
ho<id  in  this  vicinity.  His  education  was  begun 
at  home  and  continued  in  the  local  public  schools 
and  at  Cniontown  high  school,  which  he  attended 
for  two  terms.  Later  he  took  a business  course 
at  Delaware,  Ohio,  graduating  in  188G  from  G. 
AV.  Alichuei's  business  college  at  that  point.  AAdien 
twenty-one  years  old  he  began  to  teach  public 
school  in  Alifflin  township.  Dauphin  county,  and 
was  thus  engaged  for  two  terms.  Sawmilling, 
however,  was  his  principal  vocation  during  his 
young  manhood.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  thus 
engaged  at  different  points  in  central  Pennsylvania 
— AVilliamsport,  Danville,  Ilarrislnirg  and  Alarys- 
ville — as  well  as  in  Snyder  county  and  at  Tusca- 
rora.  Then  he  went  to  Boiling  Springs,  Cumber- 
land Co.,  Pa.,  where  he. took  a contraLi  to  operate 
a double  stave  and  shingle  mill  for  the  South 
Alountain  Land  Company  for  five  years.  During 
three  and  a half  years  of  this  period  he  lived  with 
his'  family  at  Boiling  Springs.  *In  the  spring  of 
1907  Air.  Seaman  settlecl  in  Xorthmnberland,  not 
far  from  his  birthplace,  purchasing  a tract  of 
twenty-seven  acres  on  which,  the  same  year,  he 
erected  a large  modem  home.  Here  he  has  since 
engaged  in  farming,  being  an  up-to-date  agricul- 
turist, enterprising  and  able  to  make  the  cultiva- 
tion of  his  property  profitable.  He  also  owns 
twenty-five  acres  of  timberland  in  the  locality, 
across  the  Alahantango  creek  in  Alifflin  township, 
Dauphin  county.  Air.  Seaman  is  a useful  citizen, 
and  has  twice  been  elected  auditor  of  Lower  Ala- 
banoy  township,  on  the  Republican  ticket.  He 
and  his  family  are  members  of  Zion's  Stone  Ahilley 
Church,  Air.  Seaman  belonging  to  the  Reformed 
congregation,  bis  wife  to  the  Lutheran.  He  has 
ser\ed  as  deacon. 

On  Feb.  25,  1888,  Air.  Seaman  married  Emma 
E.  Radel,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Alary  (Lenker) 
Radel,  and  they  have  had  a family  of  six  children, 
namely:  Gurney  G. ; Grace  Ah,  who  married  Seott 
Tj.  Sundy  and  lives  at  Isinay,  Alont.  (they  have 
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two  ilaughters,  Editli  Ivone  aiul  Edna  ^tay)  ; Ijov- 
etta  Kutli,  who  died  in.  childhood;  ^label  M.,  who 
is  a mute  and  at  j)resent  a student  at  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  at  Mount 
Airy,  Philadelphia;  Emery  V.  ; and  Jennie  M. 

JOnX  M'ESEEY  FKYLIXG,  of  Sunbury,  v.dio 
serves  as  clerk  for  the  Sunbury  M'ater  Company 
and  is  interested  in  frait  growing  in  that  region, 
having  a tract  of  thirty  acres  in  Pockefeller  town- 
ship, is  a sou  of  the  late  John  Wolvcrton  Fryling. 

John  Wolverton  Fryling  was  born  at  Sunbury 
July  d,  1817,  and  in  his  early  life  did  farm  work. 
He  taught  private  sclnx)!  and  singing  school,  and 
later,  in  Sunl)ury,  did  private  tutoring,  in  Latin 
and  mathematics,  for  boys  entering  college.  He 
then  became  a clerk  at  Sunbury  in  the  employ 
of  his  father-in-law,  Henry  Yoxtheimer,  one  of  the 
first  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  in  that  place, 
remaining  with  him  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  bought  out  the  business.  After  conducting 
it  alone  for  several  years  he  took  Mr.  IV.  T.  Grant 
into  partnership,  and  Fryling  & Grant  continued 
the  business  successfully  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Fryling  then  became  interested  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  caskets  and  building  supplies  as  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Fryling,  Bowen  & Engel,  being 
thus  engaged  until  1874,  when  he  went  to  Upper 
Augusta  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  and 
commenced  farming,  carrying  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits there  for  a |reriod  of  four  years.  His  next 
move  was  to  Xewton,  Harvey  Co.,  Kans.,  where 
he  bought  a farm  of  IGO  acres  which  he  cultivated 
for  three  years.  Peturning  to  Sunbury,  he  clerked 
a few  years  and  then  took  the  position  of  tax  col- 
lector for  the  borough,  holding  same  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  May  22,  1888.  Mr.  Fryling 
was  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Sunbur}^ 
in  his  day,  and  he  held  the  respect  of  the  many 
who  knew  him.  He  was  an  ardent  Eepublican, 
aijd  during  the  Civil  war  enlisted  in  Company 
D,  3d  llegiment,  Pennsylvania  A'olunteers,  then 
known  as  “minute-men,”  with  whom  he  was  out 
for  service  a sliort  time;  but  owing  to  business 
demands  he  called  upon  his  son  Harry  to  take 
his  place,  the  young  man  serving  with  crchit  and 
honor.  Mr.  Fryling  was  an  active  and  generous 
member  of  St.  John’s  ^lethodist  Church  at  Siin- 
bury  and  served  as  a member  of  its  building  com- 
mittee. ' He  married  iMargaret  Yoxtheimer.  who 
was  born  Xov.  30.  1821,  daughter  of  Henry  Yox- 
theimer, of  Sunbury,  and  died  Jan.  11,  1001. 
Mr.  and  liirs.  J’ryling  are  buried  in  the  old  Sun- 
bury cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children:  (T)  Henry  Yoxtheimer,  born  July  17, 
1841,  was  a member  of  Comjmny  D (Capt.  C.  J. 
Brunner,  Lieuts.  A.  J.  Stoah  and  Jacob  Pohr- 
bach),  3il  Pegiment.  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
mustered  in  at  llarrisburg  Sc[)t.  11-13,  1862,  was 
detailed  for  special  duty  on  the  stall'  of  Gen.  John 


IV.  Peynold.'i.  and  served  after  the  balance  of  the 
company  was  mustered  out.  He  is  now  general 
manager  of  the  Elk  Graphite  Milling  Coni])any, 
of  St.  Mary's,  Pa.  He  marri(*d  Frances  Hettrick, 
of  Hummels  Wharf,  and  they  have  three  children, 
George,  Helen  and  Frances.  (2)  William  A.,  born 
Felt.  12,  1843,  died  Aug.  20.  1843.  (3)  Pebecca 

A.,  born  July  17,  18 — , married  Capt.  Andrew  X. 
Brice,  of  Punxsutawney,  Jefferson  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
their  children  are  Mayme,  William  and  Edward 
L.  (4)  Mary  E.  married  Capt.  E.  Torrington,  and 
they  reside  at  Topeka,  Kans.  (5)  Emma  married 
Prof.  J.  H.  Black,  well  known  as  one  of  the  first 
■principals  of  the  Sunbury  high  school,  and  they 
now  make  their  home  at  Huntingdon,  Pa.  (6) 
John  Wesley  is  fully  mentioned  below.  (7) 
Charles  Wesley  married  Alice  Dundore  and  they 
have  had  six  children,  Elsie  M.,  Ruth,  Charles 
and  Harry,  living,  and  two  deceased;  this  family 
lives  at  Sunbury.  (8)  Annie,  twin  of  Charles 
IVesley,  married  David  McMahan  and  they  live  at 
Walton,  Harvey  Co.,  Kans.  (9)  Sarah  L.,  born 
Jan.  30,  1850,  died  Aug.  2,  1858.  (10)  Willie- 

P.,  born  June  19,  1860,  died  May  9,  1867.  (11) 

Elsie,  born  May  10,  1863,  died  June  5,  1873. 

John  Wesley  Fryling  was  born  Feb.  11,  1855,. 
at  Sunbury,  and  in  his  early  years  attended  Colonel 
Pohrbach’s  private  school  in  the  old  Statehouse 
building,  Sunbury,  then  I’rof.  X.  Foster  Brown’s 
Academy  at  Klines  grove;  later  the  academy  moved 
to  Sunbury.  Subsequently  he  attended  Dickinson 
Seminary,  at  lVilliams[)orr,  for  two  terms,  aftei* 
wiiich  he  did  farm  work  for  his  father  until  1878. 
That  year  he  went  to  Columbia  county.  Pa.,  where 
he  farmed  one  year,  in  1879  going  out  to  Kansas, 
where  he  remained  one  season;  he  was  the  only 
man  in  his  district  who  raised  his  own  cabbage 
plants.  Coming  back  to  Sunl)ury  he  was  engaged 
in  selling  sewing  machines  for  a time,  until  ap- 
pointed assistant  postmaster  there,  in  1880.  His 
service  in  that  capacity  covered  four  years  and 
nine  months.  In  October,  1885,  he  went  to  work 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Pailway  Company,  in  the 
shops  as  carpenter,  and  the  following  year  was 
transferred  to  the  freight  office  of  the  Philadelphia 
& Erie  road,  Avhere  he  kept  all  the  accounts.  He 
was  a trusted  employee  of  that  company  until  he 
left  its  service,  in  1906,  on  Sept.  1st  of  which  year 
he  became  a clerk  for  the  Sunbury  Water  Company. 

In  1903  Mr.  Fryling  bought  thirty  acres  of  val- 
uable land  in  Pockefeller  township,  this  county, 
and  he  is  making  a specialty  of  apple  growing, 
having  already  set  out  a thousand  apple  trees.  He 
is  an  expert  in  this  particular  branch  of  fruit  cul- 
ture, and  has  also  had  success  with  other  fruits, 
finding  the  business  both  agreeable  and  profitable. 
He  has  thirty-five  acres  of  timb(>rland  adjoining 
this  thirty-acre  tract.  On  April  l(i.  1910,  he 
bought  the  Pohrbach  farm.  255  acres  in  Upper 
.\ugusta  townshi[i,  a mile  from  Sunbury,  100  acres 
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of  which  are  in  timber.  In  the  spring  of  1911 
lie  planted  a tifteen-acre  orchard,  one  thousand 
peach  trees. 

In  church  connectfon  Mr.  Ervling  is  a Methodist 
.and  well  known  for  his  untiring  efforts  in  the 
interest  of  that  denomination.  He  first  joined  St. 
John's  Church,  in  18(19,  and  he  handled  all  of 
the  facing  brick  used  in  the  construction  of  that 
edifice,  having  the  honor  of  laving  tlm  last  brick, 
lie  served  as  steward  of  tliat  church,  and  is  now 
officiating  in  the  saine  capacity  in  tlie  Catawissa 
Avenue  "iM.  E.  Church,  in  wliich  he  now  holds 
membership.  He  is  a Ilepublican  in  politics. 

On  Xov.  15,  1877,  Mr.  Frvlirig  married  Mary 
Catharine  Seasholtz,  who  was  born  June  '2,  1857, 
daughter  of  Christian  B.  and  Lucinda  (Letter) 
Seasholtz,  and  died  Oct.  4,  1887;  she  is  buried 
in  . the  Sunbury  cemetery.  Three  children  were 
born  to  this  union ; Robert  Bruce,  born  Oct.  12, 
1878,  died  Jan.  4,  1879;  Edith  Maliel,  a graduate 
of  the  Sunbury  high  school,  class  of  1900,  is  now 
buyer  for  the  art  de])artment  of  Hennessy's  depart- 
ment store,  Butte,  :Mont : i\Iargaret  Y'etter  grad- 
Tiated  from  tlie  Sunbury  high  school  in  1904:  and 
from  UrsiniTS  College,  at  Collegeville,  Pa.,  in  1909 
(she  made  a special  study  of  tlie  classics,  history 
and  political  economy  ) and  taught  in  1910-1911 
in  the  public  schools  in  Sunbury.  The  family 
home  is  at  Xo.  444  Catawissa  avenue,  Sunbury. 

BLASSER.  The  Blasser  family  has  been  settled 
in  Xortlmmberland  county  for  about  a century, 
and  the  brothers  Abraham  D.  and  Jacob  D.  Blas- 
ser, of  Herndon,  ‘Pa.,  now  living  retired,  are 
worthy  representatives  of  a name  which  has  been 
respected  throughout  that  period.  They  are  grand- 
sons of  John  Blasser,  who  was  one  of  three  broth- 
ers (another  being  Abraham)  who  came  from  their 
native  country,  Switzerland,  and  settled  along  the 
Susquehanna  river  in  Union  township,  Snyder  Co., 
Pa.  In  1812  John  Blasser  crossed  the  river  into 
Xorthumberland  county,  settling  in  Lower  INIaha- 
noy  township  with  his  wife  and  one  child,  a daugh- 
ter, Betzy.  He  was  a farmer,  a man  of  good  busi- 
ness ability  and  highly  successful,  and  was  an 
influential  citizen,  prominent  in  public  matters  as 
Tvell  as  in  the  interest  of  his  private  concerns. 
He  owned  seven  hundred  acres  of  land,  a large 
part  of  which  he  obtained  by  warrant  from  the 
State,  and  profitably  operated  Blasser’s  Fishery  on 
the  Susquehanna,  at  what  is  now  known  as  Dal- 
matia.' He  caught  shad  by  tons,  single  fish  often 
weighing  as  much  as  nine  pounds,  and  as  the 
river  then  abounded  with  fish  this  business  was 
verv  lucrative.  He  sened  as  general  supervisor 
over  the  roads  of  five  townships,  making  his  trips 
•over»the  roads  of  which  he  had  charge  on  horse- 
back. In  religious  faith  he  was  a IMennonite,  iind 
rattended  services  at  a meetinghouse  in  Snyder 


coiUity,  though  most  of  the  meetings  at  that  time 
were  at  tlie  homes  of  those  interested.  John  Blas- 
ser died  about  1850,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  a private  burial 
ground  on  his  farm,  but  in  1876  he  ivas  reinterred 
in  the  cemetery  of  the  Stone  Valley  Union  Church. 
His  wife,  Susanna  Riegel,  died  in  1801,  aged  sev- 
enty years.  They  had  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter: Betzy,  who  married  Henry  Latsha;  John, 

who  died  aged  twenty-one  years;  Jacob,  at  one 
time  a resident  of  lyiwer  DIabanoy  township,  who 
moved  out  to  Indiana  in  1858  and  died  there  (he 
was  a farmer)  ; and  Abraham. 

Altraham  Blasser,  son  of  John,  was  born  April 
10,  1816,  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  and  was  a 
lifelong  farmer  there,  dying  April  7,  1876,  on  the 
farm  where  he  was  born.  He  was  a man  of  high 
worth  and  held  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  cit- 
izens, who  chose  him  to  a number  of  township  of- 
fices, in  all  of  which  he  gave  faithful  service. 
Like  his  father  he  was  a Mennonite  in  religion. 
He  married  Anna  Mary  Daniel,  daughter  of  John 
Adam  and  Rosina  (Wagner)  Daniel,  and  they 
are  buried  at  the  Stone  Valley  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters: .John  died  unmarried;  Abraham  D.  and 

.Jacob  D.,  twins,  are  mentioned  below;  Mary  mar- 
ried David  Wetzler;  Sarah  married  John  Seal; 
Susanna  married  Andrew  Star. 

ABRAHAVt  I).  Blasser,  son  of  Abraham,  was 
l)orn  Dec.  9,  1857,  on  the  Blasser  homestead  farm 
in  the  upper  section  of  Lower  IMahanoy  township, 
this  county,  a large  and  valuable  tract  containing 
nearly  five  hundred  acres,  which  he  and  his  twin 
brother  Jacob  1).  Blasser  own  in  partnership.  It 
is  nearly  two  miles  long,  and  is  the  largest  single 
farm  in  Xorthumberland  county.  The  l)rothers 
were  reared  to  farnung,  which  they  continued  to 
follow  successfully  throughout  their  active  years, 
cultivating  the  farm  in  partnership  and  making 
many  improvements  on  the  property,  which  is  in 
e.vcellent  condition.  Both  lived  there,  there  be- 
ing two  dwelling-houses,  two  large  barns  and  two 
sets  of  buildings  on  the  land.  Upon  his  retire- 
ment from  active  work,  in  1891.  Abraham  D. 
Blasser  settled  in  Herndon,  of  which  place  he  has 
since  been  a much  esteemed  citizen.  He  was 
instrumental  in  the  organization  of  the  borough, 
was  one  of  the  first  council  men,  continuing  to  hold 
that  office  six  years,  and  has  dono  much  to  fur- 
ther the  best  interests  of  the  place,  where  he  is 
I'ecognized  as  a man  of  intelligent  public  spirit. 
While  living  in  Lvwer  Mahanoy  township  he 
served  as  a member  of  the  school  board. 

On  May  14,  1860,  Jlr.  Blasser  married  Eliza- 
l)eth  Lenker,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Sallie  (Mess- 
ner)  Lenker,  and  to  them  were  l)orn  two  daugh- 
ters; Sarah  D.,  born  in  1863,  died  in  186<!;  Mary 
Agnes,  now  the  wife  of  Capt.  .lacob  E.  Hoffman, 
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received  her  education  in  the  local  public  schools 
and  at  Allentown  (Pa.)  Female  College,  mean- 
time, before  she  entered  college,  teaching  in  the 
public  schools  oT  Jjower  ^[ahanoy  township  and  at 
Berrvsburg,  Dauphin  county.  5lrs.  Hotfman  has 
marked  artistic  talent,  and  has  a gift  for  painting, 
doing  creditable  work  as  a scenic  artist  and  china 
decorator;  she  is  also  a musician  of  rare  attain- 
ments, holding  several  diplomas  and  medals  of 
honor. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blasser  live  on  Main  street,  in  the 
borough  of  Herndon,  their  home  being-  next  door 
to  that  of  his  brother.  They  are  members  of  the 
Eefonned  Church.  He  is  a Republican  in  political 
opinion. 

Jacob  D.  Bi.asser,  twin  brother  of  Abraham  D.. 
Blasser,  has  practically  the  same  history,  the  broth- 
ers have  always  lived  together  on  the  home  place 
until  they  retired.  Jacob  D.  Blasser,  however,  did 
not  remove  to  Herndon  until  1893.  They  have 
always  been  on  terms  of  ideal  brotherliness,  and 
their  homes  in  Herndon  are  side  by  side. 

On  Aug.  25,  1857,  Mr.  Blasser  married  Harriet 
Leader,  daughter  of  Marks  and  Sallie  (Wolf) 
Leader,  of  Jackson  township,  and  granddaughter 
of  John  and  Susanna  (Marks)  Leader,  of  the 
same  township ; Susanna  Marks  was  a native  of 
Berks  county.  Sallie  Wolf  was  a daughter  of 
Michael  Wolf.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  IMrs.  Blasser;  (1)  Julius  Frank,  whose 
home  is  at  Millersburg,  Pa.,  married  Minerva  Em- 
erick,  and  they  have  eleven  children  (including 
two  sets  of  twins),  Charles  and  John  (t\Hns),  Ma- 
bel, iMary,  Jacob,  Hattie,  Xaomi,  Julius  and  Alice 
(twins),  Ray  and  Moses.  (2)  Sarah  A.  married 
Andrew  Bucher,  and  they  resided  at  Mahanoy, 
where  she  died  May  23,  1895,  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
two  }'ef|rs.  They  had  one  son,  Charles.  (3)  Mag- 
gie D.  married  John  Schwab,  of  Elizabethville, 
Pa.,  and  died  July  2,  1909,  aged  forty-one  years, 
the  mother  of  three  children,  Dorv'  F.,  Mary  E. 
and  Erma. 

Mr.  and  IVIrs.  Blasser  are  now  Reformed  mem- 
bers of  the  church  at  Herndon.  While  in  Lower 
Mahanoy  township  they  were  identified  with  the 
Stone  Valley  Church,  of  which  IMr.  Blasser  was 
an  elder  for  three  years.  He  is  a’  Republican  in 
politics,  but  he  has  always  refused  to  run  for  pub- 
lic office. 

GEORGE  W.  YOXTHEIMER.  who  is  now  liv- 
ing retired  in  the  borough  of  Xorthumbcrland, 
was  born  lilarch  12,  1848,  in  Point  township,  and 
was  for  many  years  engage'!  in  farming  there.  He 
is  a great-gramlson  of  Henry  Yoxtheirner,  Sr.,  a 
farmer  who  lived  in  what  is  now  Rockefeller  town- 
ship, being  a pioneer  in  tlie  Plum  Creek  A'alley. 
He  was  a Lutheran  in  religious  faith.  He  and  his 
wife  ilaria  had  children  as  follows:  IMaria,  iMrs. 


Peter,  Sarnpsel ; George,  who  lived  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township;  Jacob,  who  lived  in  the  vicinity 
of  Milton,  this  county;  Henry;  Mrs.  Ziimnenuan; 
Sallie,  IMrs.  Leopold;  and  i\Irs.  Campbell. 

George  AYxtheimer,  son  of  Henry  and  Maria, 
was  the  grandfather  of  George  W.  Yoxtheirner. 

Henry  A'oxtheimer,  son  of  George,  was  born  in 
1809  in  Rockefeller  township,  and  died  in  1857  in 
Snyder  county,  where  he  is  buried,  in  the  Schrein- 
er graveyard.  He  was  a laborer  and  fanner,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  living  a half  mile  north- 
west of  Shamokin  Dam,  in  i\Ionroe  township,  Sny- 
der county.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  ( Mayer j,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  Mayer,  died  in  1881,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years,  and  is  buried  at  Selinsgrove. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Hulda,  Charles 

IV.,  George  W.,  "Mary  E.,  Benjamin  T.  and  one 
that  died  young. 

George  W.  Yoxtheirner  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  early  home 
and  at  Selinsgrove  Institute.  He  taught  school  at 
Selinsgrove  for  a time,  Init  his  active  years  were 
devoted  principally  to  farming,  to  which  voca- 
tion he  had  been  trained  from  boyhood.  For  six 
years  he  worked  out  among  farmers,  and  after  he 
was  married  began  farming  on  Ids  own  account  in 
Snyder  county,  living  near  the  Union  county  line 
— in  fact,  some  of  his  land  was  situated  in  that 
county.  After  renting  four  years  he  again  crossed 
the  Susquehanna,  and  buying  a house  in  Xorth- 
umberlaud  borough  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Van  Alens  for  four  years,  running  plate  rolls.  At 
the  end  of  that  time  he  bouglit  a tract  of  forty- 
five  acres  in  Point  township,  to  which  he  added 
as  his  circumstances  and  opportunity  permitted, 
and  later  he  bought  a 100-acre  farm.  Twelve 
years  later  he  sold  his  first  purchase  and  the 
twelve  acres  mentioned  to  his  son  James  II.,  who 
also  bought  nineteen  acres  of  the  100-acre  farm, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1910  he  rented  his  home  farm 
' to  his  son-in-law.  He  has  since  lived  retired.  In 
iMarch,  1910,  he  purchased  a home  in  the  borough 
of  Xorthumberland.  to  which  he  moved  early  in 
1911.  i\Ir.  Yoxtheirner  was  an  industrious  man,, 
and  was  successful  beyond  the  ordinary.  He  took' 
an  active  interest  in  the  local  welfare,  serving  three 
years  as  school  director  and  later  three  years  as 
supervisor.  He  is  a man  who  has  the  thorough  re- 
spect of  all  who  know  him. 

On  Aug.  17,  1875,  IMi-.  Yoxtheirner  married 
iMar-y  C.  Gibbons,  daughter  of  Abel  and  Susan 
(Morgan)  Gibbons,  who  occupied  the  place  ]ater 
owned  and  occupied  by  their  son-in-law.  IMr.  Yox- 
tlieimer,  and  six  children  have  been  born  to  this' 
union:  James  IT.  married  Anna  A”.  Jones;  Susan 

E.  married  John  K.  Wung;  Alvena  married 
George  E.  Derk;  Hattie  AI.  married  James  Hope- 
well;  Stella  A.  married  John  G.  Br-own ; Alargarct 

F.  married  Charles  E.  Orwig.  Air.  Yoxtheirner 
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and  his  family  are  members  of  the  i\[etliodist 
Church  at  Xorthumberland.  Politically  he  is  a 
Pepublican. 


Henry  Y'oxtheimer,  another  son  of  Henry  Y'ox- 
theimer,  Sr.,  was  born  in  X’ortlmmberland  coun- 
ty in  1793,  and  died  Xov.  27,  1819.  He  is  buried 
in  the  Fourth  street  cemetery,  at  Sunbury.  iMr. 
Y'oxtheimer  was  a potter  by  trade,  and  followed 
that  business  on  Arch  street,  in  Sunbury,  opposite 
the  jail.  There  he  began  merchandising  on  a small 
scale,  and  he  was  a pioneer  general  merchant  of 
Sunbury,  also  dealing  in  grain,  which  was 
shipped  by  canalboat  to  Philadelphia  and 
there  exchanged  for  merchandise  which  was 
brought,  from  Philadelphia  to  Sunbury  by 
the  same  means  of  transportation.  In  1826- 
27  he  erected  a large  brick  building  which  had  a 
frontage  of  sixty  feet  on  the  south  side  of  Market 
street,  the  site  embracing  part  of  what  later  became 
the  courthouse  yard  and  the  property  where  Judge 
C.  E.  Savidge  now  lives.  At  the  eastern  side  was 
an  archway,  the  only  one  embodied  in  a store  at 
Sunbury;  it  led  to  a large  warehouse  at  the  rear 
of  the  lot,  where  grain  and  produce  were  stored, 
ilr.  YMxtheimer  owned  one  of  the  first  canalboats 
regularly  engaged  in  the  carrying  trade  between 
Sunbury  and  .Ifiiiladelphia,  and  he  rvas  a pioneer 
coal  operator  at  Sliamokin.  After  his  death  his 
store  at  Sunbury  was  continued  by  his  sons-in-law, 
John  W.  Fryliug  and  William  T.  Grant.  It  was 
one  of  the  leading  business  establishments  of  the 
town  for  some  years. 

Mr.  Y'oxtheinier  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 
be^ng  Margaret  i\Ialick,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren; Margaret  married  John  M'.  Fryling,  who 
is  now  deceased;  William  (deceased)  seiu’ed  in 
the  Civil  war  and  was  a resident  of  Safe  Harbor, 
Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.  Mr.  Yoxtheimer’s  second  mar- 
riage was  to  IMi's.  Xancy  (Bacon)  Follmer,  and 
they  had  one  child,  Eachel,  who  married  William 
T.  Grant,  late  of  Sunbury. 

WIET.  In  business  and  agricultural  life  the 
Wirt  family  is  represented  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  several  portions  of  Xorthumberland 
county.  Its  members  have  been  useful  and  worthy 
residents  of  the  several  communities  with  which 
they  have  been  identified,  and  the  name  has  always 
been  associated  with  the  qualities  of  integrity  and 
thrift  which  characterize  those  who  bear  it.  Beu- 
neville  Wirt,  now  of  Sunbury,  was  long  engaged 
in  the  hotel  l)usiness  in  the  borough  of  Mount 
Carmel.  Daniel  W.  Wirt,  his  brother,  is  a pros- 
perous farmer  of  Little  Mahanoy  township.  John 
Wirt,  their  cousin,  a resident  of  Eockefeller  town- 
ship, is  one  of  the  leading  undertakers  in  his  sec- 
tion of  this  county.  We  give  the  line  of  these  Wirts 
as  far  back  as  the  records  show. 

The  name  is  variously  spelled  Wirt  and  Wert 


by  of  rhe  ])i'esent  members  of  tlie  family; 

the  earlier  spelling  was  probably  Wirth,  as  shown 
by  tombstone  records.  Tlie  family  is  of  German 
origin.  Adam,  the  first  of  this  line  to  come  to 
America  from  Germany,  arrived  in  this  country 
with  his  wife  Eva  before  the  Eevolutionary  war, 
and  .'Settled  at  what  is  now  the  site  of  Millersburg, 
in  Dauphin  county.  Pa.  These  pioneers  had  nine 
sons,  who  settled  in  ditierent  parts  of  the  country, 
the  family  becoming  scattered  over  Xew  Jersey, 
the  Carolinas,  Ohio  and  through  the  West,  besides 
having  many  representatives  in  Pennsylvania. 

Henry  MTrt  (or  Wert)  was  a pioneer  farn.ier 
of  the  Mahantango  Valley,  in  X'orthumberland 
‘county,  having  settled  in  that  section  when  the 
Indians  still  roamed  the  forests,  and  the  Eed  men 
M-ere  neighborly  with  •'Henner'’  'Wirt,  to  whom 
they  bade  farewell  evhen  they  left  the  region.  He 
and  his  wfife  Elizabeth  are  buried  side  by  side  at 
the  Stone  A^alley  Church  in  Lower  Mahanoy, 
where  we  find  the  following  tombstone  records : 
Johann  Heinrich  Wirth,  born  Dec.  22,  17G9,  died' 
June  2,  1846  ; his  wife  Elizabeth,  born  Xov.  30, 
1771,  died  Sept.  6,  1838.  They  had  children  as 
follows:  John  and  Michael  (born  March  16,  1198, 
died  Dec.  27,  1872;  wife  Lydia,  born  June  18, 
1809,  died  Sept.  2,  1884),  who  both  lived  in  the 
Mahantango  valley  ; Henry  and  Philip,  who  lived 
in  the  Sugar  Talley,  near  Lewisburg,  Pa.;  Jlrs. 
Philip  Kerstetter;  Mrs.  Jlichael  Schaffer;  and 
Mrs.  Peter  Bischoff. 

John  Wirt,  son  of  Henry,  lived  for  a nundjer  of 
years  in  the  IMahantango  Valley,  in  1838  settling 
at  Mandata,  w'here  he  engaged  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness. That  year  he  built  the  frame  mill  at  IMan- 
data,  which  is  still  standing,  and  he  followed  the 
business  for  a number  of  years,  prospering  con- 
tinuousl}'.  He  acquired  considerable  land  about 
Mandata.  He  and  his  family  worshipped  at  the 
Stone  A'alley  Lutheran  Church,  where  he  and  his 
■wife  Barbara,  daughter  of  Matthias  AVitmer,  are 
buried,  their  tombstone  records  reading  as  fol- 
lows; Johannes  Wirth,  born  Xoy.  16,  1795.  died 
Sept.  8,  1852;  his  wife  Bathara,  born  Xov.  3n. 
1794,  died  July  30,  1871.  Their  children  were 
as  follows  : Lydia  married  David  Campbell ; Eliza- 
beth was  the  second  wfife  of  David  Campbell ; 
Catharine  married  Jacob  Garman ; Anna  married 
Frederick  Snyder;  Mary  married  Alartin  Harris; 
Alichael  died  soon  after  his  marriage  to  Alarv 
Lesher  ; John  married  Judith  AVcntzel ; Daniel 
married  Eebecca  Seiler  ; Aloses  married  Alary  Ann 
Spotts. 

John  AA’irt,  son  of  John  and  grandson  of  Henry, 
was  born  April  26,  1826,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  town- 
ship, on  his  father's  farm,  and  is  now  probably 
the  oldest  surviving  resident  of  that  district.  In 
his  earlier  manhood  he  followed  the  milling  busi- 
ness, but  since  1875  he  has  lived  at  Alandata,  where 
lie  conducted  a store  for  fourteen  years,  being  (luito 
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successful  as  a merduint.  lie  also  farmed  for 
some  years,  no»'  living  in  retirement  and  die  enjoy- 
ment of  the  rest  he  earned  liy  years  of  industry. 
During  the  Civil  war  ^fr.  Y"irt  was  drafted  three 
times.  He  married  Judith  Weutzcl,  who  died  Oct. 
1,  1902,  aged  eighty-one  years,  nine  months, 
twelve  days;  she  is  buried  at  the  Stone  Yalley 
Church.  Four  children  were  born  to  IMr.  and 
Mrs.  Wirt,  nai'nely : Bcnneville  ; William  of  ^lan- 
data,  who  in  his  earlier  life  u'as  engaged  in  cattle 
dealing  (he  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Elias 
Bower,  and  has  two  sons  and  two  daughters)  ; 
Daniel  W. ; and  IMichael,  deceased. 

Benxeville  Wiut,  son  of  John  and  Judith 
(Wentzel)  Wirt,  was  born  June  29,  1848,  in  Jor- 
dan township,  Xorthumberland  county.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  under  the  parental  roof,  and 
during  his  youth  assisted  his  father  as  clerk  in  the 
store,  making  himself  generally  useful.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  commenced  to  learn  the  miller's 
trade  at  Mandata  from  one  William  Good,  follow- 
ing that  work  for  seventeen  years  in  all,  working 
nine  years  for  his  father  in  the  milling  business 
after  he  had  thoroughly  mastered  its  details.  He 
then  rented  a mill  at  the  mouth  of  Mahantango 
creek,  known  as  Boyer's  mill,  which  he  operated 
successfully,  but  he  remained  there  only  a short 
time,  the  following  spring  going  to  Millersburg, 
where  for  three  years  he  ran  a flour  mill  for  Sam- 
uel Buck.  The  mill  was  sold  at  the  end  of  that 
period  and  IMr.  Wirt  continued  with  the  new  own- 
ers for  four  years.  In  1882  he  came  thence  to 
Mandata,  Avhere  he  lived  while  engaged  in  his 
cattle  dealing  operations,  purchasing  carloads  of 
cattle  in  Crawford  county  which  he  sold  at  Hern- 
don, this  county.  In  this  line  he  was  associated 
with  his  brother  William,  under  the  linn  name  of 
Wirt  Brothers,  and  they  continued  in  the  business 
two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1884  Benneville  Wirt 
located  at  Herndon,  where  he  conducted  the  ‘‘Un- 
ion House”  (now  the  “Wiest  Hotel'A  for  one 
year,  after  which  he  settled  in  IMount  Carmel.  He 
was  a resident  of  that  borough  for  over  twenty- 
five  years,  for  a quarter  of  a century  conducting  a 
hotel  there.  When  he  gave  up  that  business,  after 
a successful  career,  he  lived  retired  at  iMount  Car- 
mel for  two  years,  in  SeptemV)er,  1907,  coming 
to  Sunbur}',  where  he  now  makes  his  home. 
Though  he  has  given  up  many  of  his  responsibili- 
ties he  still  attends  to  the  management  of  his 
property,  owning  considerable  real  estate  which  he 
acquired  as  he  prospered  in  his  other  ventures, 
and  he  has  valuable  holdings  in  IMount  Carmel 
and  Hazleton,  Pa.,  and  in  Brooklyn,  X.  Y.  He  also 
deals  in  real  estate,  and  has  been  connected  with  a 
number  of  important  transactions  in  that  line. 
IMr.  Wirt  has  always  enjoyed  excellent  standing 
among  those  with  whom  he  has  been  a.^^sociated  in 
business,  having  a high  reputation  for  honor'  and 
straightforwardness  in  all  his  undertakings. 


On  April  3U,  1871,  IMr.  Wirt  married  Marv 
l^lalinda  \Wtiiicr,  daughter  of  Isaac  L.  Witmer,  and 
to  their  union  have  been  born  eight  children,  six 
of  whom  are  deceased.  The  survivors  are  Alice, 
wife  of  U.  J.  Evans,  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  and  Charles 
of  Sunbury.  Mr.  Wirt  and  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Iteformed  Church.  He  is  a Bepublicau 
in  politics,  and  a Mason  in  social  connection,  hold- 
ing membership  in  Mount  Carmel  Lodge,  Xo.  JTS,' ro 
F.  & A.  M.  ■ - ; 

Daxiel  Y.  A\iut,  son  of  John  and  Judith 
(IVentzel)  Wirt,  was  born  April  11,  1855,  at  Man- 
data,  and  was  reared  at  that  place.  He  was  trained 
to  farming,  and  when  quite  young  began  driving 
his  father  s huckster  wagon,  being  thus  engaged 
until  1876,  the  year  of  his  marriage.  After  that 
for  many  years  he  cultivated  what  was  formerly 
the  Scholly- homestead,  which  he  owns,  a tract  of 
140  acres  located  on  the  Little  IMahanoy  creek, 
which  has  the  reputation  of  being  the  finest  and 
most  valuable  farm  in  Little  ^Iahano'\'  township. 

It  is  unusually  well  watered,  is  in  a high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  improved  with  substantial  and 
convenient  buildings,  all  kept  in  first-class  condi- 
tion. The  jSwiss  barn  on  this  property  was  built  bv 
Mr.  Wirt  in  1881,  and  replaced  the  one  destroyed 
by  fire  that  year.  The  present  dwelling  was 
erected  in  1882.  IMr.  Y’irt  retired  from  the  active 
work  of  farming  in  the  spring  of  1908,  since 
when  the  place  has  been  carried  on  by  his  son- 
in-law,  Conrad  Baker. 

AMr.  Wirt  has  not  only  become  well  known  in 
his  section  as  a successful  farmer,  but  also  in  his 
connection  with  local  public  affairs,  he  having 
served  fourteen  years  as  school  director  of  Little 
IMahanoy  townshijt,  five  years  as  supervisor  under 
the  old  law,  and  three  years  in  that  office  under 
the  new  law.  For  years  his  chief  recreation  has 
been  found  in  fishing,  and  before  the  sulphur  of 
the  coal  mines  killed  the  fish  of  the  Mahanoy 
creeks  he  caught  large  numljers.  His  trips  are 
usualW  successful,  and  he  takes  great  delight  in 
a good  catch. 

In  1876  Mr.  YTrt  married  Amanda  Swartz, 
daughter  of  the  late  David  and  Elizabeth  (Shaffer) 
Swartz.  To  this  union  was  horn  one  child,  Tama, 
now  the  ■wife  ofjQonrad  Baker,  who  as  previouslv 
stated  is  now  engaged  in  cultivating  the  IVirt  farm. 
IMr.  and  i\Irs.  \\  irt  have  one  sou.  Fred.  IMr.  and 
Mrs.  Y irt  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  congrega- 
tion of  St.  Paul's  Church,  at  Urban,  in  Jordan 
township.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat. 


Daniel  YTrt.  son  of  John  and  grandson  of  Hen- 
ry, was  horn  Diav  6.  1829.  at  ^landata,  in  Jordan 
township,  Xorthumberland  county,  and  died  there 
Sept.  9,  1855,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-six  years. 
His  death  was  caused  by  typlioid  fever.  Earlv 
in  life  he  began  to  learn  the  milling  business,  work- 
ing at  the  ^landata  mill  for  ten  vears.  until  his 
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death.  lie  owned  the  projiei'tv.  oijtaining  it  from 
Ids  fatlier,  and  was  on  the  road  to  prosperity  vrhen 
cut  down  so  suddenly,  lie  was  a particularly  well 
built  and  strong  man,  and  his  early  death  was 
deeply  mourned.  On  Jan.  10,  18o3,  he  married 
Eebecca  Seiler,  dauglyter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(Ebright)  Seiler,  residents  of  Jac-k.«on  township, 
this  county.  Daniel  Wirt  is  buried  at  Zion's 
Church  in  Stone  Yalley,  of  which  he  and  his  wife 
were  laitheran  members.  They  had  two  children, 
John  and  Sarah,  the  daughter  marrying  Dr.  Dieh- 
ard P.  Haas;  they  reside  at  Williamstown,  I’a. 
Ten  years  after  Mr.  Wirt's  death  his  widow  mar- 
ried Henry  Dornsife,  of  Little  Mahanoy  township, 
and  they  moved  to  Kansas  City,  IMo.  They  had 
four  children,  Enin.  Elizabeth,  Samuel  and  Dan- 
iel, all  in  Kansas  City.  IMrs.  Dornsife  is  now 
(1911)  seventy-seven  years  old. 

JoHX  WiitT,  son  of  Daniel  and  Eebecca  (Seiler) 
Wirt,  was  born  Oct.  o,  lS5d,  at  Mandata,  Jordan 
township.  He  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  when  si.xteen  commenced  to  learn 
cabinetmaking,  which  he  has  continued  to  follow 
to  the  present  time.  He  served  his  apprenticeship 
at  Sunbury,  and  at  the  end  of  eight  years’  train- 
ing and  experience  there  began  working  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Eailway  Company  in  the  shops  at 
Eenovo,  Clinton  Co.,  Pa.,  remaining  there  six 
years.  In  the  spring  of  ISSo  he  came  to  Eocke- 
feller  township,  this  county,  settling  near  Seven 
Points,  at  the  place  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  Here  he  owns  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the 
county,  a level,  fertile  tract  in  a high  state  of  cul- 
tivation, for  though  he  has  combined  farming  with 
his  other  interests  he  has  made  a success  of  both. 
He  is  a practical  agriculturist,  as  his  hue  crops 
show,  and  his  buildings  and  all  the  farm  surround- 
ings bespeak  excellent  management  and  a care  in 
the  details  which  ])etokens  unusual  executive  abil- 
ity. In  1901  IMr.  Wirt  erected  a large  hay  barn,  and 
in  1905  he  remodeled  the  residence.  He  is  con- 
stantly making  changes  which  improve  the  appear- 
ance of  his  property  and  enhance  its  value  as  a 
home  as  well  as  from  a more  material  point  of 
view. 

Meantime  iMr.  Wirt  has  followed  the  undertak- 
ing business,  in  the  pursuit  of  which  he  has  become 
one  of  the  best  known  men  in  his  section  of  the 
county,  his  patronage  coming . principally  from 
Shamokin,  Eockefeller  and  Lower  Augusta  town- 
ships, thougli'  he  has  had  many  customers  outside 
of  that  particular  territory.  Since  he  embarked 
in  that  business,  in  1890,  he  has  conducted  I.IGS 
funerals.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  esteemed  citi- 
zen, and  has  high  standing  among  his  neighbors 
and  friends. 

On  Jan.  15,  1880,  IMr.  Wirt  married  Emma 
Caroline  Weiser,  and  they  have  three  children: 
Jennie  IM.,  now  the  wife  of  Frederick  Drunihelier, 
of  Sunbury  ; Earl  ; and  Eeidah  E.  IMr.  Wirt  and 
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his  family  are  members  of  the  Eeformed  congrega- 
tion at  Augnistaville.  He  is  a Eepublican  and  has 
taken  considerable  interest  in  local  politics,  hav- 
ing served  as  judge  of  elections.  He  was  constable 
for  many  years,  and  has  also  been  supervisor  of  his 
township. 

ilrs.  Wirt  is  a descendant  of  Conrad  IVeiser, 
the  celebrated  interpreter  and  friend  of  the  In- 
dians, whose  name  is  so  closely  linked  with  the 
Colonial  history  of  this  section  of  I’eunsvlvania. 
Her  grandfather,  Jacob  AVeiser,  was  a grandson  of 
Conrad,  and  had  brothers  Peter,  John,  Jonathan 
and  Tliomas,  and  sisters  Caroline,  Lavinia,  and 
five  not  named.  Jacob  Weiser  was  a native  of  near 
Y omcLsdorf,  in  Heidelberg  township,  Berks  Co., 
Pa.,  was  a carpenter  by  ocL-upation,  and  lived  near 
Herndon,  in  Xorthumberland  county.  He  marrietl 
Mary  iMagdalena  Highhold,  who  was  from  M\'ers- 
town,  Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.,  and  who  was  a member  of 
the  family  generally  known  by  its  proper  name  of 
Eichholtz,  of  which  “Highhold''  is  an  Anglicized 
corruption;  most  of  the  family  use  the  original 
spelling.  Jacob  and' Mary  Magdalena  YYiser  had 
a family  of  tweh'e  children,  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters, namely : Elizabeth  Eegina,  Eebecca,  Eeuben, 
Jolm,  Caroline,  Emanuel,  Levi,  Lavinia,  Clemen- 
tine, Sarah  A.,  Jeremiah  G.  and  .Jonathan.  Of 
these.  Eeuhen,  who  married  Esther  Malick,  was  the 
father  of  JIrs.  John  AVirt. 


Jloses  AA  ert,  son  of  John  and  grandson  of 
Henrv,  was  born  Jan.  ■?4,  1832,  in  the  Mahan- 
tango  ATdley  in  Lower  JIahanoy  township,  Xortli- 
umberland  county.  He  was  a lifelong  farmer,  liv- 
ing in  Jordan  township,  neai-  Mandata,  where  he 
had  a tract  of  two  hundred  acres,  until  fourteen 
or  fifteen  years  before  his  death,  when  he  retired. 
Upon  giving  up  active  labor  he  settled  in  Herndon, 
where  he  died  in  1904.  His  widow  still  occupies 
their  home  at  that  place.  He  was  a man  well 
known  and  highly  respected,  and  though  he  de- 
voted himself  principally  to  the  managenient  of  his 
own  affairs,  he.  served  as  supervisor.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  in  religion  a Lutheran, 
his  family  adhering  to  the  same  belief.  In  his 
earlier  years  he  belonged  to  the  Stone  Ahtlley 
Church,  but  after  removing  to  Herndon  he  became 
a member  of  the  church  there,  and  he  is  buried  in 
the  AA'irt  and  Shaffer  family  plot  at  Herndon.  He 
was  a devout  Chri.stian  and  an  enthusiastic  church 
worker,  serving  in  various  church  oflices  and  tak- 
ing a keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Sunday 
school. 

Air.  AA’ert  married  Alary  Ann  Spotts  and  thev 
had  four  children,  namely:  Clara  Eebecca  married 
George  T.  Shaffer,  of  Herndon,  who  is  deceased ; 
Emma  J.  married  .Tohn  P.  Tresslcr.  of  Hermlon ; 
Alveretfa,  who  died  in  1S8G,  was  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Fred  D.  Raker,  of  Shamokin ; John  A.  married 
Ella  S.  IGseiihart. 
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The  following  account  of  the  Wirtj-  was  given 
by  Mrs.  Emma  Wert  Lentz,  of  Altoona,  Pa. : My 
great-grandfather's  name  was  John  Wirt  1st  and 
my  grandfather's  name  was  John  Wirt  2d.  He 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Miller.  They  had  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters  (my  father,  Simon  IVirt, 
of  Millersburg,  being  the  oldest),  Simon,  Elias, 
Josiah,  Joseph,  Jonathan,  Amos,  Benjamin,  Su- 
san and  Rebecca. 

I glean  from  my  father's  obituary  that  his 
grandfather  was  a Revolutionary  soldier,  served 
seven  years  under  George  Washington  and  parti- 
cipatecl  in  the  battles  of  Germantown  and  Brandy- 
wine. His  father,  John  Wirt,  2d,  was  in  the  war 
of  1812  and  had  a son  and  grandsons  in  the  Civil 
war.  I have  lost  sight  of  some  of  my  cousins  and 
cannot  give  an  accurate  list.  There  were  live  in  our 
immediate  family:  (1)  Linda  E.  E.  (2)  Sarah 

A.  married  H.  H.  Moper,  of  IMillersburg,  and  had 
three  sons:  Charles  E.,  of  Hughesville,  Pa.; 

Simon,  of  Harrisburg,  Pa. ; and  H.  H.  Xeff,  de- 
ceased. Her  second  marriage  was  to  Jonas  Gfar- 
man  of  Lykens  by  whom  she  had  two  daughters, 
Jessie  and  Pauline,  Mrs.  William  Ennis  and  Mrs. 
Russell  Brodus,  both  of  Bowling  Green,  Ya.  (3) 
Maty  C.  married  Cyrus  Mark,  of  Lebanon  county, 
and  (second)  Frank  S.  Bowman,  of  Millersburg, 
and  had  two  sons : Hay  Wirt,  editor  of  the  Millers- 
burg. (S'e/itt'ac/,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Linn,  pastor  of  Park 
Avenue  M.  E.  Church,  Philadelphia.  (4)  Rev. 
John  A.,  D.  D.  married  Martha  Buehler,  of  Get- 
tysburg, and  had  four  sons,  Ray  and  Edgar,  de- 
ceased, John  (married)  and  Guyon.  (5)  Emma 
J.  married  Rev.  D.  S.  Lentz,  and  has  had  four 
children,  Suzanne,  Linda  Wirt,  Marie,  and  David 
(deceased). 

Edgar,  son  of  Dr.  Wirt,  of  D'es  Moines,  was 
married  and  had  two  children,  a daughter  and  a 
son.  . • , 

WILLIAM  E.  STOFFLETT,  jeweler  and  op- 
tician at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  has  enjoyed  a career  in 
that  city  that  is  a good  illustration  of  what  may 
be  accomplished  in  a very  sliort  time  by  true  worth 
and  the  e.xercise  of  upriglit  business  principles.  Mr. 
StofHett  came  to  Shamokin  in  1902,  and  in  these 
few  years  has  won  a merited  place  in  the  front 
rank  of  the  best  and  most  prominent  citizens. 

The  early  home  of  the  Stofllett  family  was  in 
Alsace  Lorraine,  France,  the  emigrant  ancestor 
coming  from  there  to  America  and  settling  in 
what  is  now  Xorthamptnii  county.  Pa.,  and  in  the 
latter  place  'Josiah  Stotllett.  great-grandfather  of 
William  E..  was  born.  He  followed  farming,  and 
led  a life  of  industry  and  integrity. 

Levi  Stofllett,  son  of  Josiah,  was  born  in  Xorth- 
ampton  county,  and  he.  too,  became  a farmer.  He 
died  in  his  native  county. 

Joseph  StofHett,  son  of  Levi,  was  born  in  Xorth- 
ampton  county.  In  his  young  manhood  he  learned 


the  bricklayer's  trade,  which  he  followed  some* 
time,-  and  then  began  contracting  and  building. 
He  was  very  successful  and  continued  in  active* 
work  until  his  death,  April  12,  190G.  He  was 
buried  at  a church  near  Allentown.  He  married 
Susanna  Heberly,  who  died  in  1904.  They  had 
four  sons:  Rev.  Sefellen  E.,  a graduate  of  Frank- 
lin  and  Marshall  College,  Jiancaster,  Pa.,  is  now 
a minister  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  is  located 
at  Hazleton,  Pa.  Levi  J.  continued  his  father’s 
contracting  business,  and  is  located  in  X^orth- 
ampton  county.  1141113111  E.  is  mentioned  below. 
Joseph  H.,  a graduate  of  Franklin  and  Marshall 
College,  Lancaster,  was  admitted  to  the  X’orth- 
ampton  bar,  and  died  in  1902,  a young  man  of 
great  promise. 

William  E.  StofHett  was  born  near  Allentown, 
Pa.,  Aug.  7,  1870,  and  attended  the  local  schools 
and  Allentown  business  college.  He  then  began 
to  learn  the  jeweler’s  trade,  spending  two  years 
in  Reading  with  G.  A.  Slichter.  From  Reading 
he  went  to  Xew  York  City,  where  he  was  employed 
for  twelve  years.  Coming  to  Shamokin  in  1902 
he  established  his  present  place  of  business,  and 
now  has  the  1-eading  store  of  its  kind  in  this  section. 
His  progressive  spirit  and  honorable  methods 
have  made  him  exceedingly  popular.  His  stock  is 
large  and  of  wide  assortment,  embracing  every- 
thing to  be  found  in  a thoroughly  up-to-date  jew- 
elry store.  He  is  himself  not  only  a thorough 
watchmaker,  competent  to  regulate  the  most  intri- 
cate of  timepieces,  but  he  is  a licensed  optician, 
holding  a diploma  from  the  Spencer  Optical  In- 
stitute in  Xew  York  City.  His  establishment  is 
well  equipped  with  all  the  appliances  necessary 
for  making  eye  examinations  and  fitting  glasses. 

Mr.  StofHett  is  active  in  fraternal  work.  He  is 
a member  of  Lodge  Xo.  291,  F.  & A.  Malone, 
X.  Y. ; Shamokin  Chapter,  Xo.  264,  R.  A.  M. ; 
Shamokin  Commandery,  X'o.  177,  K.  T. ; Williams- 
port Consistory,  thirty-second  degree;  and  Rajah 
Temple,  A.  A.  0.  X”.  M.  S.,  of  Reading.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  local  lodge  of  Elks,  and  the  Business 
IMen’s  Association. 

Mr,  StofHett  married  Lydia  l\Iiller,  daughter  oJ 
Edward  Miller,  of  Utica,  X.  Y..  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Ruth,  who  is  still  in  school.  Politically 
Mr.  Stofllett  is  a Republican,  but  he  has  never 
taken  much  active  part  in  party  work. 

AMBROSE  S.  CAMPBELL,  of  Rush  township. 
Xorthumberland  county,  engaged  in  farming, 
trucking  and  fruit  growing,  traces  his  ancestral 
line  back  to  John  Campbell,  a native  of  the  Xorth 
of  Ireland  who  came  to  .\merica  about  17 7o  and 
settled  at  Phiradelphia.  Pa.  On  IMarch  4.  1786, 
he  married  Elizabeth  Stauts,  of  Bucks  county. 
Pa.,  who  was  born  Xov.  2.5,  1768.  They  soon 
moved  to  lililton.  Xmrthumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  where 
IMr.  Campbell  purchased  the  farm  which  he  tilled 
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until  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec.  19,  ISIO. 
Mrs.  Campbell  survived  him  almost  thirty-two 
years,  meantime  removing  with  some  of  her  chil- 
dren to  Owego,  Tioga  Co.,  X.  Y.,  where  she  died 
March  10,  1842.  Mr.  and  i\Irs.  Campbell  were 
stanch  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  They 
were  the  parents  of  the  following  ciiildren: 

(1)  Mary,  born  Jan.  5.  1TS7,  married  John 
Carpenter  j\larch  4,  1800,  and  died  Aug.  6,  1847. 
She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  viz : Eliza, 
born  Dec.  29,  180(5,  married  Andrew  Marshall 
March  4,  1823,  and  had  twelve  children;  David, 
born  April  8,  1809,  married  Mary  Ware  Aug.  2, 

1832,  and  had  one  child  by  that  union,  on  Feb. 
11,  1836,  marrying  (second)  iM.  Mitcheltree,  by 
whom  he  had  five  children;  Priscilla,  born  May  6, 
1811,  married  Jan.  24,  1828,  John  Pepperman, 
and  had  twelve  children;  Jesse  B.,  born  Oct.  10, 
1813,  married  May  4,  1847.  Phoebe  Carpenter  (no 
relative)  and  had  four  children;  Xancy,  born  Xov. 
14,  1815,  died  April  1,  1819;  Susan  A.,  born 
March  9,  1818,  married  Levi  Tate  July  29,  1838, 
and  had  nine  children;  Sophia,-  born  April  16, 
1820,  married  Jonas  Xewcomber  Jan.  15,  1835, 
and  had  six  children;  Maria  A.,  born  Feb.  12,. 
1822,  married  Joseph  L.  Bank  Jan.  15,  1839,  and 
had  ten  children  ; John  J.,  born  May  1,  1824,  mar- 
ried Mary  ^Marshall  Dec.  22,  1846,  and  had  seven 
children ; William,  born  April  6,  1826,  died  in  in- 
fancy; Bebecca,  born  July  29.  1829,  died  Jan.  26, 
1847.  John  Carpenter,  the  father  of  this  family, 
died'  at  Williamsport,  Pa..  July  3,  1865. 

(2)  Jane,  born  Dec.  5.  1789,  was  married 
March  17,  1807,  to  Philip  Goodman,  who  for  many 
years  kept  a hotel  at  Danville.  Pa.  He  was  born 
Sept.  8,  1785,  and  died  at  Danville  Sept.  1,  1837, 
Mrs.  Goodman  dying  there  Dec.  23,  1847.  They 
had  five  children  ; Peter  S..  born  Dec.  24,  1808. 
married  Sarah  Van  De  ^lark  July  20.  1828,  and 
died  Jan.  11,  1854  (he  had  two  children);  Ann 
Eliza,  born  Xov.  22,  1810,  was  married  i\rarch  6. 

1833,  to  Dr.  Samuel  G.  ^laus.  of  Danville,  and 
died  Dec.  6,  1882,  in  Chicago,  Til.  (she  had  three 
children)  ; John  C.,  born  Jan.  22,  1813,  died 
young;  Priscilla  C.,  born  Feb.  17.  1814,  married 
Oct.  15,  1833,  Isaac  B.  Ogden,  and  had  nine  chil- 
dren; Isaac  C.,  born  April  19,  1816,  died  in  in- 
fancy. 

(3)  David,  born  Dec.  5,  1791.  married  Dec.  17, 
1810,  Elizabeth  Wilson,  and  died  April  24,  1821. 
His  five  children  were;  Jane,  born  May  16,  1813, 
married  Daniel  Bradshaw  and  had  two  children; 
Philip,  born  in  1815,  died  in  1855;  Amy,  born 
Dec.  24,  1817,  married  Willis  Vertz,  in  August, 
1838,  and  had  thirteen  children;  John  FI.,  born  in 
December,  1818,  was  married  in  August,  18-38,  to 
Sarah  Wortz,  and  had  thirteen  children,  Margaret 
(born  Sept.  1,  1839.  died  April  5.  1843),  Ambrose 
(born  June  30.  1841).  iMary  (born  Xov.  19,  1813, 
died  June  30,  1844),  T;-coni  (born  Aug.  25,  1845, 


married  Hiram  Carl,  had  four  children,  and  died 
March  4,  1879),  Sara  (born  in  December,  1846, 
died  March  28,  1865),  Sabina  (born  Xov.  13,  1847, 
married  Dan.  B.  Brown  in  1869  and  had  four  chil- 
dren), David  (born  FY‘b.  9,  1849,  died  in  infancy), 
Jane  (born  April  17,  1850,  died  in  infancy), 
George  IV  (born  April  23,  1851,  married  Caroline 
Gearhart),  Wilson  (born  April  18,  1852,  died  in 
infancy),  Elizabeth  (born  Xov.  4,  1853,  died  in 
infancy),  Lydia  C.  (born  July  18,  1855,  married 
Jacob  B.  McGeily  and  had  three  children)  and 
John  H.  (l)orn  Xov.  5,  1859,  married  Elizabeth 
Logan  and  had  one  child)  ; Isaac  S.,  born  Oct.  4, 
1819,  married  April  20,  1848,  Jane  A.  DeFIaas, 
and  died  Oct.  29,  1864,  al  Fortress  Monroe,  the  fa- 
ther of  six  children.  Wilson  (born  Dec.  5.  1848, 
died  Dec.  1,  1850),  William  B.  (born  Dee.  5,  1851, 
died  Sept.  3,  1852),  Luella  (born  Dec.  25,  1852, 
married  Charles  Baum  Xov.  14,  1872,  and  had  one 
child),  Sara  J.  (born  Jan.  1,  1855,  married  Wil- 
liam E.  Wise  Jan.  1,  1872,  and  had  three  chil- 
dren), Mary  E.  (born  Jan.  15,  1857,  married  Wil- 
liam Cleinfelter  Jan.  15,  1874,  and  had  one  child) 
and  Elvira  F.  (born  Dec.  25,  1858,  married  Wil- 
liam C.  King  Sept.  15,  1881). 

(4)  Priscilla,  born  March  17,  1794,  died  Jan, 
2,  1883. 

(5)  Bobert,  borir  April  1,  1796,  married  Ann 

iMoore  Xov.  3,  1818,  and  they  had  trvo  children; 
Susan  A.,  born  Dec.  29,  1820,  who  married  James 
M.  Thompson  March  30,  1841,  had  three  children, 
and  died  Sept.  28,  1849 ; and  Elizabeth,  born  May 
17,  1822,  who  married  John  S.  Thompson  Dec.  30, 
1843,  and  had  seven  children.  On  April  1,  1827^ 
Bobert  Campbell  married  (second)  Sara  Brees, 
who  was  born  May  31,  1808,  in  Sussex  county,  X. 
J.,  and  died  Dec.  16,  1853.  He  died  Aug.  IS, 
1841,  in  Elmira,  X.  Y.  To  them  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children;  Xancy,  born  June  30,  1828, 

who  died  young;  John,  born  Sept.  20.  1829,  who- 
died  young;  Goodman,  born  Sept.  5,  1830,  who- 
married  Ada  J.  Elston  Jan.  9,  1857,  and  died 
March  16,  1864,  while  serving  in  the  army  (his 
four  children  were  Edward,  who  died  young  ; Fran- 
ces A.,  born  Aug.  15,  1859,  who  married  George 
Bandal  March  15.  1880,  and  had  one  cliild;  Sara 
Jane,  born  i\Iay  10,  1861,  deceased  ; and  Anna  G., 
born  May  10,  i863)  ; Jeremiah,  born  Oct.  7,  1832, 
who  died  Aug.  8,  1842;  Phoebea  A.,  born  Jan.  27. 
1835,  who  married  Koran  J.  Parker  Jan.  24,  1866, 
and  had  one  child ; Gelena,  born  Dec.  26.  1836. 
who  married  Samuel  W.  Hunt;  and  Fliranda, 
horn  ^March  3,  1839,  who  married  Abram  Elston 
Jan.  9,  1857,  ami  had  three  children. 

(6)  Isaac,  l)orn  May  12.  1798,  married  June  6, 
1817,  Sophia  Garrison,  and  died  June  1,  1854. 
They  Avere  the  parents  of  nine  children,  viz.:  Mary 
Ann,  born  .-Vpril  7,  1818,  married  John  F’ortner 
iMay  4,  1848.  and  had  two  childreti;  David  S., 
born  Aug.  5,  1821,  married  Eunice  B.  Smith' Dec, 
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5,  1S44,  and  had  children.  Freeman  (born  Sept. 
20,  1845),  Marilla  J.  (born  Ang.  11,  1849,  mar- 
ried Lorenzo  D.  Smith  and  had  four  children), 
David  0.  (.born ‘Dec.  13,  1851,  married  Elmira  C. 
Water  April  7,  1874),  Isaac  W.  (born  Ang.  11, 
1855,  riiarried  IMara  J.  Heed  Xov.  24,  1878,  and 
had  two  children),  Clark  E.  (born  Sept  8,  1857, 
married  Ida  Smith  Dec.  30,  1880),  Sara  A.  T. 
(born  Oct.  9,  18(30),  John  J.  (born  Jan.  1,  1SG3) 
and  George  S.  (born  Feb.  12,  1868)  ; Elizabeth, 
born  Jan.  28,  1823,  died  March  28,  1825  ; Peter  G. 
is  fully  mentioned  later;  Sophia,  born  July  25, 
182'i',  married  Edwin  Fox  IMarcli  12,  lS-45,  and  had 
four  children;  Evan  0.  J.,  born  Jan.  27,  1830, 
married  Mary  F.  Anderson  Sept.  2,  185-,  and  had 
three  children,  of  whom  Mary  Ellen,  born  July  5, 
1860,  married  Montgomery  Conners:  John  G., 
born  ]\Iareh  2,  1832,  married  Emma  Sharp  Sept. 
18,  1858,  and  died  March  20,  1863  (they  had  three 
children)  ; Isaac  M'.,  born  Ang.  6,  1834,  married 
Sara  J.  Humbert  Oct.  30,  1862,  and  had  four  chil- 
dren; Sara  F.,  born  Dec.  31,  1837,  married  Ev- 
eritt  G.  Pierce  IMay  8,  1866,  and  had  two  children. 

(7)  Elizabeth,  born  Oct.  18,  1802,  was  married 
March  18,  1824,  to  Evan  0.  Jackson,  of  Berwick, 
Pa.,  and  died  March  12,  1871,  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Mr.  Jackson  was  born  July  1,  1801,  and  died  July 
24,  1869.  They  had  a family  of  ten  children, 
namely:  Mary  died  young;  Elisha  B.,  born  Dec. 
18,  1826,  married  Lavina  W.  Baretow,  of  Hoops 
A^alley,  X.  Y.,  Dec.  26,  1861  (who  died  Feb.  18, 
1862),  and  (second)  Emma  li.  Foulon,  Dec.  5, 
1864  (they  had  four  children)  : Josiah  C.,  born 
Dec.  13,  iS28,  married  Elizabeth  Cntise  May  1, 
1872;  Eebecca,  born  July  29,  1832,  died  young; 
Evan  O.,  born  March  3,  1836,  died  Aug.  4,  1863  ; 
Joseph,  born  June  11,  1839,  died  May  13,  1856; 
Edwin  F.,  born  Feb.  13,  1842,  married  IMarch  14, 
1873,  Elizabeth  Flore  and  died  Oct.  19.  1876; 
Clara  P.  and  John  C.,  born  July  30.  1844,  died  in 
infancy;  and  William  C.,  born  Feb.  21,  1847, 
died  July  3,  1847. 

(8)  Eachel,  born  March  22,  1807,  died  Aug. 
22,  1807. 

(9)  Eebecca,  born  Xov.  7,  1808,  married  Oct. 
15,  1833,  Josepli  C.  Bell,  of  Xew  York,  and  was 
the  mother  of  si.v  children;  Charles  0.,  born  Aug. 
8,  1835,  died  June  25,  1855,  at  Chicago,  111.;  'Will. 
A.,  born  Sept.  28,  183-,  died  Oct  1.  1877;  Fred 
E.,  born  Feb.  1,  1839,  di‘xl  Oct.  25,  1845;  Joseph 
T.,  born  Jan.  I,  1841,  wa«  married  in  June,  1869, 
to  Xettie  Lari-on,  and  died  April  6,  1871:  Eliza- 
beth E.,  born  June  4,  1843,  married  Henry  F. 
Benson  July  18,  1876  ; Jose})hine  C.,  born  Jan.  8, 
1845,  tnarried  Fred  W.  Hovey  Sept.  29,  1869,  and 
had  three  children. 

Peter  G.  Campbell,  son  of  Isaac  and  Sophia 
(Garrison)  Campbell,  was  born  Feb.  16.  1825,  and 
on  IMay  20,  1850,  married  Susan  Barlincer.  To 
them  were  born  nine  children:  Clarir.a  J..  born 


Aug.  6,  1851,  married  Jane  Barr  Dec.  20,  18  74, 
and  had  three  children,  Emma,  Harry  and  Pearl; 
Charles  H.,  born  June  24,  1853,  married  Mary 
Campbell  and  thev  have  three  children,  Desda, 
Alma  and  Eobert;  Isaac,  born  Oct.  15,  1855,  died 
in  1887 ; MTlliam,  born  May  22,  1858,  died  Ang. 
28,  1860;  Franklin,  born  (3ct.  18,  1860,  married 
Mary  Eeeder  and  has  one  child:  Annie  S.,  born 
May  20,  1863,  married  S.  Y'eager  and  has  three 
children,  Helen.  Howard  and  Elizabeth : Mary 
M.,  born  Sept.  27,  1864,  manned  Hudson  Savidge 
and  has  one  daughter.  Edna : Katie,  born  Xov. 
19,  1866,  died  Xov.  9,  1877;  Ambrose  S.  is  men- 
tioned below. 

Ambrose  S.  Campbell,  born  Xov.  18,  1868,  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  pnWic  schools  of  Xorth- 
umberland  county  and  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.'  He 
now  owns  a' farm  of  103  acres  in  Eush  township, 
X'orthumberland  county,  and  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  farming,  tnicking  and  fruit  growing. 
He  married  Ella  Savidge,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Margaret  and  Eussell.  iMr.  and 
Mrs.  Campbell  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  he  is  a Democrat  in  politics. 

The  Savidge  family,  to  which  IMrs.  Ambrose  S. 
Campbell  belongs,  has  long  been  settled  in  Xorth- 
uniberland  county,  Enos  Savidge,  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  this  region,  coming  liither  from  Xew 
Jersey  between  1785  and  1790.  He  was  the  fa- 
ther of  the  following  children:  (1)  John  married 

a Miss  McCloughan,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Frederick  S.  and  Caroline  (Mrs.  Minier).  Fred- 
erick S.  Savidge  married  Eachel  Elizabeth  Lam- 
berson,  daughter  of  Xicholas  and  Fannie  (Kim- 
bal)  Lamberson.  and  their  children  are  Frances 
Elma,  who  married  Samuel  Pretty;  Caroline  Ee- 
becca, who  married  Joshua  l\[cDonnel  (their  chil- 
dren are  Franklin,  Ernest,  Clayton  C.  and  Elma)  ; 
Ifa  Eldora,  wife  of  Samuel  Cotner  (they  have  one 
child,  Charles  C. ) ; Eufus  E.,  who  married  Laura 
Eichie  (they  have  children  Ethel  and  Aldred)  ; 
William,  who  married  Sara  Anderson  (they  had 
one  child,  who  is  deceased)  : VCalter  F.,  who  mar- 
ried Lillian  Haughawout  (their  children  are  Hel- 
en and  Harold  ) ; Hudson  K. ; Ealpli,  who  married' 
Ella  “Wyne  (children,  Eussell  and  Dlartha)  ; Anna, 
wife  of  W.  E.  Bill'd  (she  has  a son  Samuel,  daugh- 
ter Elnora  i\Iay  and  other  children)  ; Olive,  i\irs. 
William  Deii>ert ; John  II. ; and  Hattie,  wife  of 
Fred  Snyder  (three  children,  Paul,  Eachel  and 
John).  (2)  Henry  married  Sarah  Teitz  and  had 
one  child,  Mary.  (3)  MTlliam  married  Mary  Ann 
Vastine  and  had  a son  Jared.  (4)  Samuel  K.  mar- 
ried Ellen  Campbell  and  had  three  children,  Hon. 
Clinton  E..  Harmon  C.  and  Lizzie  A.,  the  latter 
the  wife  of  AVillard  Eobinson.  (5)  Enos.  Jr.,  died 
at  the  ago  of  thirty-six'.  (6)  Frederick  died  young. 
(7)  Elizabeth,  married  Valentine  Hausworth  and 
had  children  John  and  Eliza.  (8)  Susan  married 
William  Hile  and  they  had  six  (.-hildren,  Martha, 
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Geoip'o,  Priscilla,  Jolui,  Eiiiina  anil  Alfred.  (iV) 
Kachel  married  Solomon  Hartzel  and  had  children 
Catherine  and  Isabella.  (TO)  Mary  married  Phil- 
ip Andrews  ami  had  children,  Eliza,  David  and 
Amanda.  (11)  Isaac. 

Isaac.  Saviilge,  .son  of  Enos,  was  born  in  1801, 
and  died  in  J8(1'E  He  married  iMarv  Campbell,  who 
w'as  born  in  1803,  and  died  in  1875,  the  mother  of 
four  children,  as  follows:  (1)  Rosetta  married 

Oeori^e  Gonsar  and  liad  Emeline  (who  died  yonnsr) 
and  Mary  C.  (married  Peter  Statzell  and  had  chil- 
dren Archie,  Clyde,  Frank  and  Harry).  ('2)  iMa- 
lissa  married  George  Deibler  and  had  two  children, 
Emma  (married  D.  Koder  and  had  children, 
George  and  Ella)  and  Gertrude  (unmarried).  (3) 
'William  died  single,  (d)  Henry  T. 

Henry  T.  Savidge,  son  of  Isaac,  born  May  8, 
1836,  married  Margaret  ^loore,  daugliter  of  Mich- 
ael Moore,  and  they  had  two  daughters : Anna  iM. 
married  Percy  Cidp,  and  had  children  Sadie, 
Clyde  and  Xora ; Ella  married  Ambrose  S.  Camp- 
bcil. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Campbell)  Savid-ge,  wife  of  Isaac 
Savidge,  was  a daughter  of  John  Campbell  and 
granddaughter  of  Obadiah  Campbell,  who  came 
with  his  family  from  Xew'  Jersey  to  Rush  township, 
Xorthund^erland  county,  and  settled  near  Elysburg. 

CLARK.  The  Clark  family  is  of  early  record 
in  Xorthumlierland  county.  One  Jonathan  Clark 
lived  above  Sunbury,  in  the  vicinity  of  Klines- 
grove,  where  he  owned  property  raid  followed  farm- 
ing. He  is  buried  in  that  section.  His  children 
were:  William,  John,  Samuel,  Wesley,  Peggy 

(married  Robert  Campbell)  and  Mrs.  Kidirs.  Of 
these,  William  settled  at  Roaring  Creek;  he  had  a 
son  William,  dohn  was  a farmer  in  his  early 
life,  but  moved  to  Sunbury.  where  he  lived  and 
died;  he  also  had  a son  William  and  daughters 
Mary.x\nn,  Jane,  Elizabeth  and  Ellen. 

Wesley  Clark,  born  above  Sunbury,  lived  later 
where  his  son  Frank  is  now  located,  in  Lower 
Augusta  township.  He  was  a farmer,  and  his 
home  place  consisted  of  thirty-five  acres,  besides 
which  he  had  a tract  of  twenty-seven  acres.  He 
died  where  his  son  Frank  now  lives,  and  is  liuried 
at  the  Presbvterian  Church  near  which  he  lived. 
H is  wife  was  iMercy  Yo.xtheimer.  who  came  from 
the  same  .vicinity  as  her  husband,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  Benjamin,  iMalinda  (died  in  infancy), 
Frank,  Charles  and  Perrv  (of  Juniata  countv. 
Pa.).- 

Frank  Clark  is  a farmer  in  Lower  Augusta  town- 
ship, where  he  was  horn  May  12,  1858,  and  edu- 
cated in  the  local  schools.  When  twenty-one  he  be- 
gan farming  on  ids  own  account,  and  atJer  one  year 
spent  in  the  employ  of  others  he  became  a tenant, 
about  18!)5  acijuiring  possession  of  the  homestead. 
He  huilt  the  present  house  and  barn  upon  this 
tract,  putting. up  the  house  in  18hl,  and  has  imule 
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a number  of  improvements  oji  the  praperty  which 
have  added  materially  to  its  value.  He  married 
Mary  Adaline  Renn,  daughter  of  John  Renn,  and 
they  have  had  a large  family:  Ira  married  Mary 

Conrad  and  lives  in  Rockefeller  township;  John 
married  iMary  Snyder  and  is  living  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township;  Dean  S.  married  Lena  Kimball 
and  they  live  in  Sanbiiry;  Herbert  married  Esther 
Wolf  and  they  live  in  Rockefeller  township : )\'il- 
liam  is  married  to  Carrie  Duttingcr  and  living  in 
Xew  Columbia,  Pa.;  Walter  married  Jennie  '\)’ilk- 
ison  and  they  reside  in  Rockefeller  township ; 
Frank  married  Maud  Bob!)  and  makes  his  home  in 
Milton,  I’a. ; George,  Ida,  Hazel  and  Annie  are 
unmarried. 

• Ulrich  Clark,  the  founder  of  one  branch  of  the 
family  now  flourishing  in  Xorthumberland  coun- 
tv, was  a native  of  Xew  .Tersey,  and  came  hither  in 
vouiig  manhood,  making  the  journey  by  wagon.  He 
came  by  way  of  Reading  and  up  the  well  known 
Tulpehocken  pike  through  Harrisburg,  and  met 
with  a band  of  Indians,  whom  he  saw  kill  a small 
child,  so  that  his  first  impressions  of  the  new 
region  were  not  reassuring.  He  settled  in  Upper 
Augusta  township  with  his- then  small  family,  and 
devoted  his  time  to  clearing  his  land  and  farming. 

Jackson  (or  John,  as  he  was  also  known  ) Clark, 
son  of  Ulrich,  was  a boy  of  twelve  when  he  came 
with  his  father  to  Xorthumherland  coxmty,  and 
he  was  reared  to  farming,  which  he  in  turn  took 
up  on  his  own  account.  He  became  the  owner  of 
seveji  hundred  acres  in  Upper  Augusta  township, 
where  he  lived  to  the  end  of  his  days,  dying  rhere. 
He  is  burled  in  the  iMount  Pleasant  Church  ceme- 
tery in  that  township.  Mr.  Clark  was  a well  known 
man  of  his  day.  He  married  Miss  Thomas,  who  was 
a member  of  a Southern  family,  and  they  had  a 
family  of  seven  children  : 'William  K.  is  mentioned 
l>elow ; Mary  married  Jacob  Haupt;  Louisa  mar- 
ried Ira  Shipe ; Jane  was  twice  married,  her  sec- 
ond hushand  heing  George  Beard;  Rebecca  mar- 
ried Moses  Shipe  (brother  of  Ira)  : Elizal'cth  mar- 
ried Henry  Rover:  Ellen  married  Silas  Conrad 
(brother  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Eckman,  of  Sunbury). 
(At  Moimt  Pleasant  Church  are  buried  .lohn 
Clark,  who  died  A)>ril  28,  1874.  aged  seventy-one 
vears,  seven  months,  nineteen  days;  and  his  wife 
Margaret,  who  died  Xov.  25,  1876,  aged  seventy- 
one  years,  three  months,  twenty-four  days.  It 
seems  reasonable  to  suppose  that  these  are  the 
John  Clark  and  wife  referred  to  in  this  jjara- 
graph. ) 

William  K.  Clark  was  horn  Jan.  25,  1830,  in 
Upper  Augusta  township,  and  died  iMay  1.  1895, 
in  Siniburv.  He  owned  a line  farm  in  Upi)cr 
Augusta  townshi]).  where  ho  followed  farming 
for  several  years,  and  foi'  a number  of  years  he 
was  also  engaged  in  the  mercanlilo  liusiness.  even- 
tually removing  to  Sunbury,  where  he  ended  his 
days.  lie  was  a Republican  in  politio.  and  in 
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religion  a member  of  the  iVIethodist  Church.  Mr. 
Clark  married  Mary  Ann  Xewberrv,  who  was  born 
Dec.  18,  1831,  in  Point  township,  Xorthumberland 
count}',  and  died  March  4,  lOOG.  Her  father  vras 
a Kevolutionary  soldier.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  were 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Sallie  mar- 
ried E.  B.  Campbell,  and  liad  three  children,  Fan- 
nie, Mary  and  Earle;  Wilson  Howard  is  mentioned 
below;  John  Sterling,  born  March  31,  1861,  is  a 
farmer  in  Upper  Augusta  township  ; Elmer  E.  is 
mentioned  below:  IMaggie.  deceased,  was  the  wife 
of  John  Cassett  (she  left  no  children)  ; Eobert  is 
a resident  of  Plymouth,  Pa.;  William  C.  married; 
Hunter  J.  married. 

Y II..SOX  Howard  Clark,  who  is  now  engaged  in 
general  farming  in  Upper  Augusta  township,  was 
born  in  that  township  July  4,  1858,  and  there 
attended  public  school  in  his  boyhood.  For  some 
years  he  was  employed  by  the  Sunbury  Gas  Com- 
pany, and  he  followed  the  same  line  of  work  for 
a number  of  years,  in  Ohio,  Indiana  (at  Goshen), 
Xew  Orleans  (La.)  and  Plymouth.  Pa.,  where  he 
lived  for  a numlier  of  years.  , He  remained  there 
until  1905,  in  which  year  he  returned  to  his  native 
township,  where  he  has  a farm  of  137  acres.  He 
is  engaged  in  general  agi'icultural  work,  in  which 
he  has  been  vei-}'  successful,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
respected  citizens  of  his  section.  He  is  a Eepub- 
lican  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  family  are  Meth- 
odists in  religious  matters. 

On  June  26,  1880,  IMr.  Clark  married  Hannah 
Shonk,  daughter  of  Caleb  Shonk,  who  lived  at 
Plymouth,  Pa. ; the  Shonk  family  came  into  this 
section  from  Xew  Jersey.  • Five  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  anrT  Mrs.  Clark:  Howard  Wilson,  Jr.; 
Caleb  S. ; William  K. ; Helen  M.,  who  is  a student 
at  Ursinus  College,  at  Collegeville,  Pa.  ; and  Wal- 
ter F. 

Elmkr  E.  Clark  has  been  in  business  in  Sun- 
bury  since  1907,  in  which  year  he  bought  out  the 
well  known  and  old  established  planing  mill  of 
the  late  Ira  T.  Clement,  which  he  now  conducts 
under  the  name  of  the  Sunbury  Lumber  Manufac- 
turing Company,  doing  planing  mill  work  of  all 
kinds.  The  plant  is  one  of  the  important  factors 
in  the  industrial  pro.«perity  of  the  borough,  and 
Mr.  Clark  has,  by  his  ability  and  enterprise,  shown 
himself  worthy  to  be  classed  among  Sunbury's  sub- 
stantial business  men.  He  was  born  April  21, 
1862,  in  Point  township,  Xorthumberland  county, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Upper  Augusta  township.  He  worked  for  his 
father  on  the  farm  until  he  went  to  Danville.  Pa., 
where  he  was  employed  in  a rolling  mill  tor  two 
years,  after  which  he  went  to  Plymouth,  Luzerne 
Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  also  remained  two  years,  en- 
gaged in  the  mines  and  as  a clerk.  Following 
this  he  took  a course  at  Coleman's  business  college, 
in  Xewark,  X.  J.,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated.  He  was  married  there  and  then  went 


to  West  Virginia,  where  he  acquired  extensive  in- 
terests in  the  lumber  business,  manufacturing  ail 
kinds  of  lumber,  becoming  president  of  a bank, 
and  oclierwise  maintaining  important  business  as- 
sociations in  his  section.  IMoantime  he  became  a 
member  of  the  tirm  of  Clark  Brothers,  composed 
of  himself  and  his  brothei's  W.  C.  and  H.  J.  Clark, 
who  established  their  extensive  plant  at  Plymouth, 
Pa.,  which  tiirough  their  experience,  energy  and 
ability  has  attained  the  distinction  of  being  the 
largest  of  its  kind  in  central  Pennsylvania.  The 
business  at  Plymouth  was  under  the  direction  of 
the  other  two  brothers,  Elmer  E.  Clark  looking 
after  their  interests  in  West  Virginia  during  his 
residence  in  that  State.  The  Clark  Brothers  estab- 
lished the  Sunbury  Lumber  iManufacturing  Com- 
pany on  the  property  forming  a part  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  Ira  T.  Clement,  on  Pace  street,  ad- 
joining the  lines  of  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  at 
Sunbury.  The  lumber  business  of  that  borough 
is  one  of  its  most  valuable  industrial  assets,  giving 
it  high  standing  as  a commercial  and  shipping 
center,  and  the  Sunbury  Lumber  Manufacturing 
Compan}^  soon  took  its  place  among  the  most  pros- 
perous institutions  of  its  kind.  i\Ir.  W.  C.  Clark 
took  the  management  of  the  Sunbury  plant,  whielt 
was  equipped  with  all  modern  machinery  and  de- 
vices necessary  to  the  production  of  high-grade 
woodwork,  a sixty  horse  power  engine  supplying 
the  motive  force.  The  lumber  yard  carries  the 
largest  stock  of  seasoned  timber  of  any  similar 
concern  in  Sunl)ury,  and  a switch  connecting  it 
with  the  railroad  makes  the  facilities  for  trans- 
portation particularly  good.  The  firm  has  handled 
some  very  large  contracts. 

After  a residence  of  nineteen  years  in  Virginia 
Mr.  Clark  returned  to  his  native  county,  in  1907, 
giving  his  time  to  the  conduct  of  the  old  estab- 
lished planing  mill  purchased  from  the  Ira  T.  Cle- 
ment estate.  He  owns  this  mill,  but  it  is  now  idle. 
The  business,  located  at  Third  and  Arch  streets, 
is  at  one  of  the  oldest  stands  in  this  district,  and 
Mr.  Clark  has  enjoyed  a large  trade  in  all  kinds 
of  mill  work,  giving  regular  employment  to  be- 
tween thirty-five  and  forty  mechanics.  He  has 
made  a specialty  of  hard  wood  interior  finish, 
turning  out  rough  and  dressed  lumber,  the  busi- 
ness being  very  comprehensive  and  meeting  every 
demand  of  the  local  trade.  He  expanded  the  busi- 
ness steadily  bv  ]> regressive  methods  and  honorable 
dealing,  and  Ini':  shown  himself  an  exemplary  mem- 
ber of  a family  which  has  long  and  excellent  stand- 
ing in  this  locality. 

On  X’ov.  23,  1888.  ^Ir.  Clark  married  Isabella 
Forrester,  daughter  of  George  and  Ellen  (Camp- 
bell) Forrester  and  granddaughter  of  dames  For- 
rester. Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Clark  liave  had  two  chil- 
dren, f'hester  I).  (c\ho  graduated  fi'om  Pennsyl- 
vania State  College  in  1911)  and  Flossie  E. 
Tiiey  reside  at  X'o.  1119  East  Dlarkot  street,  in 
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one-  of  the  fljiest  liomon  ol;  the  borough,  a beautl- 
I'lil  Colonial  residence  which  i\[r.  Clark  built  in 
lhU5.  Socially  Mr.  Clark  holds  mendjership  in 
■Ohr  Lodge,  Xo.  131,  F.  & A.  i\I.,  and  in  Salem 
Chapter,  K.  A.  M.,  of  Cumberland,  Md.  lie  is 
u ilethodist  in  religious  connection. 


One  IVilliam  Clark  bought  on  Feb.  17,  178G,  a 
Avarranl  of  land  containing  298  acres,  from  George 
Fearson,  land  agent.  Part  of  this  tract  is  now 
owned  by  Jacob  Keefer,  at  Keefer's  station,  in 
Upper  Augusta  township.  On  Feb.  23,  1789,  Wil- 
liam Clark  bought  another  tract  of  land  in  Upper 
Augusta  township,  from  George  Withington.  His 
son,  George  Clark,  lived  in  Derry  townshi]).  Xorth- 
nmherland  (now  Montour)  Co.,  Pa.,  and  died  Feb. 
5,  1813,  in  the  house  he  had  occupied  for  over  two 
clears  before  that  e\ent.  His  wife’s  name  was 
Mary ; and  his  father,  William,  was  then  deceased. 

Robert  Clark,  pioneer  of  IVhite  Deer  township, 
Xorthumberland  (now  Union)  county,  Avas  one  of 
the  earliest  of  the  family  in  this  region  and  prob- 
ably brother  of  William,  al)OA'e,  as  he  Avas  one  of 
several  brothers,  Walter,  William  (?),  James, 
Adam  and  himself,  as  well  as  some  sisters;  there 
may  hac'e  been  brothers  John  and  Joseph  also. 
In  his  Avill,  made  Dec.  23,  1790,  probated  May  31, 
1798.  his  son  George  and  “’my  brother’  Walter 
Clark  are.  appointed  executors,  and  he  gives  his 
beloved  Avife  Jean  Clark  twelve  pounds  yearly,  the 
oldest  mare,  her  saddle  and  bridle,  milch  cow,  the 
oase  of  draAvers  that  stand  in  back  room,  her  Avheel 
and  reel.  2 “chears,”  all  the  “citchen”  furniture ; 
his  daughter  Elonor  Fruit  fifty  pounds;  his  daugh- 
ter Margaret  Clark  one  feather  bed  and  bed  clothes, 
new  saddle  and  liridle  and  Avheel  and  one  hundred 
pounds  money : he  also  mentions  his  daughter  Ag- 
nes Clark,  and  sons  Robert  (to  receive  one  hun- 
dred pounds  Avhen  he  comes  of  age),  George, 
Charles' and  John.  There  may  have  also  been 
a son  Jonathan.  Of  these  sons, 

John  Clark,  Avho  lived  in  White  Deer  township, 
Xoj'thumberland  (now  Union)  county,  died  there 
prior  to  June  21,  1810.  He  made  his  last  Avill 
and  testament  May  1,  1810,  and  in  it  Ave  find; 
“I  nominate  my  uncle  IVilliam  Clark  and  my  dear 
brother  Robert  Clark  my  executors.”  His  brother 
Robert  Avas  the  executor.  Items  of  the  will  Avere : 
■“I  becpiest  225  pounds  to  my  brother  Robert  Clark. 
I lieciuest  125  pounds  to  be  divided  betAvixt  Polly, 
Jane  and  Charles  Clark,  tlie  children  of  mv  brother 
Charles  Clark,  deceased.  I bequest  the  same  unto 
my  brother  George  Clark,  and  my  sisters  Elenor 
Fnist,  Margaret  Donnaly  and  Xancy  Finney.” 
Adam  Clark,  Avho  lived  and  died  in  Avhat  is 
now  Chillisquaque  toAvnship.  X’orthundicrland 
■county,  left  a large  estate  Avhich  he  divided  by 
will  , (made  April  15,  1803)  as  folloAvs;  "‘To  my 
daughter  Jane  Eustice  100  pounds;  to  my  daugh- 
ter 5Iaitie  Clark  100  pounds;  to  grandsons  .Vbner 


and  .Vlexander  Clark  I be(}uest  158  acres  of  land 
in  Bigtree  township,  Ontario  County,  X.  Y. ; to 
granddaughter  i\[argarot  Clark  100  pounds  Avhen 
she  hecomes  eighteen;  to  grandson  Adam  Clark 
300  pounds ; to  granddaugliter  ^Margaret  Sayers 
25  pounds;  to  my  niece  Ann  Falkner  25  pounds; 
the  balance  of  my  estate  I bequeM  unto  my  grand- 
children Abner,  Alexander,  Margaret  and  Adam 
Clark,  and  Margaret  Sayers.’’  The  executors  Avere 
Joint  AVilson,  Esq.,  of  Chillisquaque  toAvnship,  and 
John  Montgomery,  of  IMahoning  toAvnship. 

John  Clark  (e),  of  West  Bullalo  toAvnship.  then 
in  Xorthumberland  county,  made  his  Avill  Dec. 
9.  1807,  and  it  Avas  proitated  ^larch  9,  1809.  In 
it  he  mentions  Jane,  Avho  married  David  Watson, 
and  'William  and  J ane,  children  of  his  son  Joseph 
Clarke. 

John  Clark  (-Avho  it  is  said  had  a brother  Jon- 
athan in  Xorthumberland  county)  came  from  XeAV 
Jersey  and  settled  in  U{)per  Augusta  toAvnship, 
Xorthumberland  county.  He  is  buried  at  Snyder- 
toAvn.  He  Avas  a member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  Avas  a farmer,  and  OAvned  the  place 
noAv  tlie  property  of  Daniel  Kembel.  He  Avas  tAvice 
married,  but  had  no  children  by  his  second  Avife, 
Avhose  maiden  name  Avas  Guss.  His  family  was 
as  folloAVS : Elizabeth.  Avho  married  Henry  Conner ; 
Rebecca,  who  married  Samuel  'Wallize;  Jonathan; 
Mary,  who  married  Solomon  Sterner ; Lukeiis : 
Samuel,  Avho  died  in  Rush  toAvnship ; John.  avIio 
liA'ed  in  Upper  Augusta  township;  and  William. 

'William  Clark,  son  of  John,  above,  Avas  born 
in  Upper  Augusta  township  and  liA'ed  on  Little 
Roaring  creek,  in  Rush  township,  Avhere  he  OAvned 
two  farms,  having  about  three  hundred  acres  of 
land.  He  Avas  a member  and  trustee  of  the  Rush 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  is  buried  at  that  church. 
He  Avas  quite  active  in  local  affairs,  serving  as 
OA'erseer  of  the  poor  and  in  other  othees.  To  his 
marriage  Avith  Jane  ^loore  Avere  born  seven  chil- 
dren. namely : Lukens  lived  in  loAva ; Asenath  mar- 
ried John  Bird  ; Hamilton  lived  in  CataAvissa,  Pa. ; 
Mary  marriefl  Clinton  Kase;  [Margaret  married 
John  Wallize;  AYilliam  liA'ed  in  Rush  township; 
Sarah  Ellen  married  Philip  M.  Forrester  and  is 
noAv  (191  i)  past  seventy  years  of  age. 


Henry  Clark,  from  aaIioiu  another  branch  of  this 
family  is  descended,  AA’as  a farmer  in  Upper  Ma- 
hantangf)  toAvnsi)ip,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  OAvning  a 
farm  in  his  earlier  life,  and  later  Avas  a butcher 
and  laborer.  He  aa'us  a member  of  Salem  Church, 
Avhere. he  is  buried.  His  children  Avere  : John  S. ; 
Joel,  of  Pitman,  Pa.;  Frank,  of  Upper  [Mahanoy 
toAvnship;  Polly.  Avho  married  John  Klock;  Abbie, 
AA'ho  married  Chester  Dressier;  Elmira,  avIio  mar- 
ried Enoch  Wehry;  Angelina,  avIio  married  Harry 
Bol'bemnoyer,  an  extensive  contrai‘ti;r  of  Lebanon, 
Pa.;  and  Amelia.  Avho  married  Benjamin  Fetter. 

John  S.  Clark,  son  of  Heiirv,  is  a farmer  in 
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Upper  Maluuitango  township,  Bduiylkill  Co.,  I’a., 
where  he  owns  a tit'ty-aere  property  wliich  he  cul- 
tivates. He  has  been  a useful  citizen  of  his  local- 
ity, and  has  served  a nninher  of  years  as  school 
director  and  supervisor.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, and  his  religious  connection  is  witli  Salem 
Lutheran  and  Ileformed  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  deacon  and  trustee  and  is  at  present  serving 
as  elder.  His  wife  also  belongs  to  that  clmrch. 
Mr.  Clark  married  vSophia  Romherger.  daughter 
of  Henry  lJoml)erger,  of  Upper  Mahantango  town- 
ship, Schuylkill  county,  and  they  have  had  a large 
family:  Mary,  who  married  Charles  Wiest;  Jane, 
who  died  aged  twenty-one  years,  three  montlis, 
three  days  ; Barbara,  wlio  married  Albert  Schwalm 
(brother  of  Mrs.  H.  Preston  Clark)  ; H.  Preston; 
Daniel  1*.,  of  Valley  View,  Pa.  ; Catharine  J.,  who 
married  William  Fetter:  Bertha,  who  married  Rob- 
ert Wolfgang;  iMabel ; John,  and  Gurney  W. 

H.  Preston'  Clark,  son  of  John  S.,  was  born 
April  27,  1876,  in  Upper  Augusta  township,  where 
he  obtained  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  was  reared  to  farming,  which  he  began  for 
himself  in  the  spring  of  1901,  at  his  present  home 
in  Upper  IMahanoy  township,  X'orthumberland 
county,  where  he  owns  eightv'-nine  acres.  This 
was- formerly  a Rebuck  homestead,  and  part  of  the 
farm  was  owned  by  the  Simmis  family,  who  were 
colored  people ; they  are  buried  in  a private  lot 
on  the  Ammon  Knorr  farm.  Mr.  Clark  built  his 
barn  in  1901:. 

On  Aug.  :^8,  .1900,  Mr.  Clark  married  Ida 
Schwalm,  daughter  of  Fred  and  Sarah  (Ruben- 
thal)  Schwalm,  and  granddaughter  of  Frederick 
Schwalm.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
Sadie  E.  (who  died  in  infancy),  Carrie  S.,  Edgar 
A.,  Della  L.  and  Calvin  A.  iMr.  Clark  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Reformed  congregation 
at  the  Salem  Church,  which  he  has  served  as 
deacon. 

JACOB  WARXER  MIFFLIX,  of  Paxinos, 
Xorthumberland  county,  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Mifflin  & iMiller,  manufacturers  of  brick 
and  dealers  in  lumber  and  other  commodities,  is 
also  extensively  engaged  as  a contractor  and  build- 
er, his  work  in  that  line  taking  him  all  over  the 
count}'.  His  interests  in  this  region  are  varied, 
and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  its  most  progres- 
sive citizens,  exercising  a wholesome  influence 
upon  its  industrial  welfare  and  active  in  its  best 
development.  He  is  a native  of  the  county,  born 
Jan.  28,  1871,  at  Bear  Gap,  and  comes  of  a fam- 
ily of  English  origin  which  has  been  settled  in 
America  since  early  Colonial  times.  The  gen- 
erations of  the  family  are  numbered  beginning 
Avith  the  first  ancestor  in  this  country. 

(I)  John  iMifflin  was  iKirn  in  1638  in  War- 
minster, Wiltshire,  England,  whence  he  came  to 
America  with  his  son  John  in  the  year  1676,  or  be- 


tween that  }'ear  and  1679.  It  is  probable  that  they 
sailed  in  one  of  the  five  ships  containing  colonists 
who  were  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  who- 
disembarked  at  what  is  now  Burlington,  X.  J., 
in  1677  or  1678.  They  were  prominent  in  the 
early  history  of  Philadelphia,  where  they  evenru- 
ally  settled.  After  ivorking  some  time  among  the- 
Swedes,  upon  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  and 
Schuylkill  rivers,  until  they  could  fix  upon  a place- 
to  settle,  they  chose  a tract  lying  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Schuylkill,  Avhich  the}'  took  up  on  the  Duke 
of  York's  patent.  The  title,  dated  from  the- 
court  of  Upland  or  Chester  (then  held  at  Kiugs- 
ess),  8th  month,  13,  1680,  named  the  area  as  30() 
acres,  but  it  was  resurveyed  in  T682  and  patent 
taken  itnder  William  Penn,  the  original  title  be- 
ing confirmed  by  Penn  .5th  inontli,  18,  1681;  the- 
tract  was  then  designated  as  containing  270  acres. 
The  Mifflins  settled  there  on  the  13th  of  the  8th 
month,  1680,  living  in  a small  house,  near  the  riv- 
erside. John  Mifflin  named  the  place  “Fountain 
Green”  and  it  is  now  included  in  Fairmount  park^ 
in  Philadelphia. . The  dwelling  which  stood  until 
comparatively  rec-ent  times  was  situated  in  the  ra- 
vine below  and  to  the  west  of  the  site  of  the 
Smith  Memorial  Children's  Playhouse,  and  hp  the 
east  of  the  Benedict  Arnold  house.  A guard  who 
was  employed  in  the  park  for  over  twenty-five 
years  remembered  seeing  tbe  house  in  1871  and 
described  it  as  a large  dwelling,  Avith  pillars  sup- 
porting the  front  porch.  All  that  noAv  remains 
to  mark  the  site  is  the  spring  which  is  knoAvn  to 
have  been  at  the  rear  of  the  house  and  the  stumps 
of  tAvo  giant  chestnut  trees  that  stood  in  front 
of  the  house.  The  Avife  of  John  Mifflin,  the  elder, 
folloAved  him  to  America,  coming  from  England 
soon  after  the  marriage  of  the  son  John,  but  she 
died  soon  after  her  arrival.  He  subsequently  re- 
moved to  Merion,  Pa.,  Avhere  he  married  liis  sec- 
ond Avife,  Eleanora,  about  1685.  He  died  in  Phil- 
adelphia on  tbe  4th  of  the  7th  month.  171aI,  Avhen 
over  seventy  years  old,  his  second  Avife  surviving 
him. 

(II)  John  Mifflin,  son  of  .John,  came  to  Amer- 
ica AA:ith  his  father.  He  Avas  born  in  1661  in  Wilt- 
shire, England,  and  married  Elizabeth  Hardy, 
Avho  Avas  about  tAventy-one  Avhen  she  came  over 
Avith  AVilliam  Penn  on  his  first  voyage,  in  1682. 
from  Derlyshire,  England,  Avith  a shi]Joad  of 
Derbyshire  po<iple  avIio  settled  on  Darby  creek,  and 
calleil  the  place  Darby  Toavu.  Soon  afterAvard 
John  Mifflin,  Avho  lived  four  or  five  miles  dis- 
tant, hecame  acquainted  Avith  her,  and  their  mar- 
riage Avas  solemnized  at  a Aleeting  of  Friends  lield 
at  Chester  or  near  it  on  the  6th  of  12th  month. 
1683  or  1684.  Upon  his  father's  removal  to  Aler- 
ion,  as  above  related,  -lohn  iMifflin  purchased  the 
Avholc  of  the  property  and  resided  tlierc  until  his 
death,  AA'hich  occurred  the  -1th  of  the  4th  month, 
171  1,  in  his  fifty-fourth  year.  His  wife,  Avho  Avas 
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born  O'.  ,nt  1663,  survived  him,  dying  in  Philadel- 
phia 21^t  of  6th  month,  1736.  They  had  children 
as  follows:  (1)  Edward,  born  in  1685,  is  the  next 
in  lim.  to  Jacob  Warner  ^lifflin.  (2)  Geofge,  born 
in  1688,  lived  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  admitted 
a freeman  of  that  city  in  April,  1717.  He  was  a 
merchant,  1736  ; member  of  council,  1730  ; mem- 
ber of  governor’s  council,  1730;  owner,  1731; 
and  interested  in  the  Colebrookdale  Furnace,  the 
oldest  in  Pennsylvania,  erected  in  1720.  He  was 
married  in  Philadelphia  to  Esther  Codery,  daugh- 
ter of  Hugh  and  Deborah  Codery,  and  they  were 
the  grandparents  of  Thomas  Mifflin,  governor  of 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Miftlin  died  at  Philadelphia 
10th  of  dth  month,  1758.  By  his  father’s  will  he 
received  a house  and  lot  on  the  south  side  of  High 
street.  (3)  John,  born  in  1690,  was  admitted  a 
freeman  of  Philadelphia  in  April,  1717,  and  lived 
there  and  in  Kent  county,  Del.,  dying  in  the  latter 
place  about  1733.  His  wife’s  name  was  Elizabeth. 
(4)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1692,  married  Benjamin 
Oram  about  1714,  and  died  about  1732.  (5)  Pa- 

tience, born  in  1694,  died  unmarried  in  1717.  (6) 
Jane,  born  in  1696,  was  married  in  Philadelphia 
in  1717  to  John  MMller.  (7)  Samuel,  born  in 
1698,  died  in  Philadelphia  in  1724.  His  wife’s 
name  was  Elizabeth.  (8)  Jonathan,  born  in  1699, 
died  in  1700.  (9)  Jonathan  (2),  born  at  “Foun- 

tain Green”  12th  of  4th  month,  1704,  died  15th 
of  10th  month,  1781.  He  lived  on  a plantation 
near  the  Germantown  road.  In  1776  he  wrote  a 
history  of  the  Mifflin  family.  In.  1723  he  married 
in  Philadelphia  Sarah  Robinson;  in  1752  he  mar- 
ried (second)  Rebecca  Evans,  and  in  1758  he  mar- 
ried (third)  Sarah  Powell. 

(III)  Edward  IMitflin,  eldest  son  of  John,  was 
born  in  1685,  and  removed  to  Accomac  county, 
A^a.  He  married  Mary  Eyre,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Ann  (Xeech)  Eyre,  of  Xorthampton  coun- 
ty, Va’.,  and  they  had  children:  John.  Daniel,  Ann, 
Samuel  and  Southey.  Edward  Mifflin  died  in 
1743,  his  widow  in  1775.  Most  of  their  descend- 
ants reside  in  Camden,  Delaware. 

(IV)  Daniel  Mifflin,  of  Accomac  county,  ATi., 
son  of  Edwafd,  was  born  in  1722,  and  died  in 
1795.  He  was  the  father  of  fourteen  children, 
five  by  his  first  marriage,  to  Mary  Warner:  War- 
ner, mentioned  below;  Edward,  born  in  1747,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Anna,  born  in  1748;  Sarah,  born 
in  1751;  and  Daniel,  born  7th  of  4th  month, 
1754,  who  married  Deborah  Howell  in  1778  and 
died  31st  of  12th  month,  1812.  By  his  second  , 
wife,  Ann,  he  had  nine  children,  namely:  Walk- 
er, Mary,  Ann,  Elizabeth,  Sarah.  Eyre,"  Rebecca, 
Patience  and  Elizabeth  (2). 

(V)  IVarner  Alifllin,  son  of  Daniel,  born  in 
1745,  died  in  1798.  Through  the  interest  and  ef- 
forts of  his  descendants  the  fence  surrounding 
the  now  abandoned  Murtlierkill  or  Alotherkiil 
burying  ground  was  replaced  (1904)  and  a stone 
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bearing  the  following  inscription  placed  on  the 
lot : 

Motherkill  Burying  Ground 
Within  This  Enclosure 
Are  Interred  The  Remains 
of 

Warner  Mifflin 
Friend,  Philanthropist,  Patriot 
Born  Aug.  21,  1745 
Died  October  16,  1798 

His  plantation,  an  extensive  one,  was  near  Frank- 
lin City,  and- commanded  a fine  view  of  Chinco- 
teague  Bay  and  Island.  “Pliarsalis,”  the  resi- 
dence, is  still  standing,  and  was  described  by  a 
visitor  in  1903  as  a house  which  gave  evidence  of 
having  been  a fine  place  in  its  day. 

Warner  Alifflin’s  first  marriage,  which  took  place 
in  Philadelphia,  was  to  Elizabeth  Johns,  and  to 
them  were  born  nine  children:  (1)  Mary,  born 

21st  of  4th  month,  1768,  died  23d  of  2d  month, 
1783.  (2)  Elizabeth,  born  14th  of  2d  month, 

1770,  died  29th  of  2d  month,  1770.  (3)  Eliza- 

beth (2),  born  26th  of  1st  month,  1771,  married 
Clayton  Cowgill  in  1792.  (4)  Sarah,  born  4th 

of  4th  month,  1773,  died  7th  month,  1773.  (5) 

Ann,  born  20th  of  9th  month,  1774,  married 
Warner  Rasin,  of  Maryland,  in  1795.  (6)  War- 

ner is  mentioned  below.  (7)  Susanna,  born  24th 
of  7th  (or  8th)  month,  1779,  married  John  Cow- 
gill,  of  Little  Creek.  (8)  Hannah,  born  30th  of 
10th  month,  1781,  died  11th  of  5th  month,  1785. 
(9)  Sarah,  born  9th  of  12th  month,  1784,  mar- 
ried Daniel  Xeall,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1810,  and 
died  5th  of  2d  month,  1837. 

By  his  second  marriage,  which  also  took  place 
in  Philadelphia,  to  Ann  Emlen,  Mr.  Mifflin  had 
three  children:  Samuel  E.,  born  in  1790;  Lem- 

uel, born  in  1792;  and  Mary  Ann,  bom  in  1795, 
who  died  the  same  year. 

(A’l  ) "Warner  Alifflin,  son  of  Warner,  was  born 
the  6th  of  4th  month,  1777,  and  died  in  1840.  On 
8th  of  3d  month,  1810,  he  was  married  to  Sarah 
xAnn  Xewlin,  daughter  of  Thomas  Xewlin,  of 
Chester  county.  Pa.,  and  his  second  marriage,  on 
18th  of  10th  month,  1825,  was  to  Elizabeth  Laws, 
of  Philadelphia,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Eliza- 
beth (John)  Laws. 

(A’ll)  Dr.  George  W.  AIifflix',  son  of  Warner, 
was  born  Dec.  30,  1834,  and  when  a young  man 
prepared  himself  for  the  dental  profession  at  Phil- 
adelphia. Ho  followed  it  for  some  time,  at  Cat- 
awissa  and  at  Bear  Gap,  Pa.,  and  finally  settled 
at  Paxinos,  Xorthumherland  county,  where  he 
built  the  well  known  “Paxinos  Hotel.”  He  con- 
ducted that  hostelry  successfully  for  about  twen- 
ty-six years,  and  meantime  was  the  main  factor 
in  the  development  of  the  place,  building  all  but 
one  of  the  hoiuses  in  the  village.  Retiring  from  the 
hotel  business  he  removed  to  Blooiuslmrg,  Colum- 
bia Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  died  Alarch  23,  1901.  Dur- 
ing tlie  Civil  war  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  serv- 
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ice,  from  Erie,  Pa.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known 
residents  of  his  district,  a man  of  many  friends, 
and  well  liked  l>y  all  who  knew  him.  On  May  27, 
1869,  Dr.  Milllih  inarried  iMary  E.  Leisenring,  who 
was  born  in  1810,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Bnclier)  Leisenring.  and  granddaughter  of 
Henry  Bucher,  of  Sunbury,  this  county.  Jacob 
Leisenring  was  born  July  14,  1794,  and  died  iMay 
11,  1878;  his  wife  Mary  (Bucher)  died  in  1873, 
aged  seventy-three  years,  six  months.  iMrs.  Mifflin 
died  June  2,  1909,  and  was  buried  at  the  Blue 
church.  Two  children  were  born  to  her  and  her 
husband : Jacob  Warner  and  Elizabeth,  the  latter 
dying  at  the  age  of  tliirteen  rears. 

(VIII)  Jacob  Warner  Mifflin  attended  public 
school  in  Sliamokin  township  and  later  was  a stu- 
dent at  the  Bloomsburg  normal  school  and  the 
Shamokin  Business  College.  From  that  time  on 
he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  until  he 
entered  his  present  line,  in  1908.  at  which  time 
he  formed  a partnership  with  E.  J.  Miller,  to  en- 
gage in  the  manufacture  of  brick.  The  tirni  of 
Mifflin  & Miller  conducts  the-  brickyard  founded 
by  Daniel  Swank,  one  of  the  first  operated  in  this 
district,  and  does  a large  business,  giving  em- 
ployment to  about  twenty-five  men.  They  are 
also  dealers  in  coal,  sand,  lime,  cement  and  lum- 
ber. Mr.  Mifflin  has  also  been  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  for  some  years,  doing  a large 
business  in  that  line  all  over  Xorthumberland 
county.  As  a live,  enterprising  business  man,  one 
who  possesses  the  qualities  of  leadership  in  the  in- 
dustrial world,  he  is  regarded  as  second  to  none  in 
his  town  and  district,  and  his  well  directed  energy 
has  not  only  brought  prosperity  to  him  but  to  the 
community  in  which  he  resides. 

On  June  24,  1897,  Mr.  IMifflin  married  Mary 
Moore,  daughter  of  Capt.  John  and  Emma  (Bar- 
ton) Moore,  the  former  of  whom  was  ca];>tain  of 
Company  I,  13th  Regimont,  Indiana  Volunteers, 
during  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitllin  have 
had  two  children : John  Warner,  born  ]\Iay  4, 
1899;  and  Elizabeth,  born  Feb.  28,  1902.  Mr. 
Mifflin  is  a member  of  St.  Peter's  Lutheran 
Church,  while  his  wife  is  an  Episcopalian.  So- 
cially he  holds  membership  in  the  B.  P.  0.  Elks 
(Shamokin  Lodge),  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle 
and  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  a Democrat  in  his 
political  views. 

TRESSLER.  The  Tresslers  of  Xorthumber- 
land county  ai'e  a family  of  German  origin  which 
has  been  settled  in  Pennsylvania  since  1749.  The 
name  is  properly  Dressier,  but  all  save  one  of 
Jacob  Tressler’s  children  and  their  descendants 
have  spelled  it  Tressler  since  1854.  Squire  John 
Tressler,  for  fifty  years  a justice  of  the  peace  of 
Washington  township,  Xoithumherland  county — 
the  oldest  justice  as  regards  length  of  service  in 
that  county;  his  brothci-  Isaac  B.  Tressler,  post- 


master at  Mahanoy,  and  the  best  known  man  in 
Jackson  township  and  that  part  of  Xorthumber- 
land county:  Cornelius  1\L  Tressler,  an  intelligent 
citizen  of  Lower  Mahanoy  township — these  men 
and  their  families  all  represent  a type  of  citizen- 
ship which  has  made  the  name  respected  wherever 
known. 

Four  Dressier  brothers  came  to  America  during 
the  middle  half  of  the  eighteenth  century,  John, 
Joseph  David,  Peter  and  Michael,  tlie  first  named, 
who  settled  in  Greenwich  township,  Berks  Co., 
Pa.,  where  he  was  a farmer,  being  the  ancestor  of 
the  line  we  are  tracing.  He  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try in  1749.  His  son  IMichael  was  a soldier  under 
Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Of  the 
other  three,  J oseph  David  came  to  A.merica  in 
1738  ; Peter,  came  in  1739,  when  twenty-five  years 
old;  and  IMichael  came  in  1771. 

Andrew  Dressier,  son  .of  John,  was  born  May 
28,  1746,  in  Germany,  near  a “dorf”  culled 
“YTtkst,”  near  the  ‘■Schwabeland.''  He  was  three 
years  old  when  brought  to  America  b}'  his  father 
in  1749,  to  Goshenhoppen,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.  The 
Federal  Census  of  1790  records  Andrew  and  Mich'l 
Dressier;  George  Tressler;  Philip  Tressler 
(one  son  above  sixteen  and  three  daughters)  ; 
Andrew  Dressier,  of  Greenwich  township,  with 
two  sons  and  three  daughters ; and  David  Dress- 
ier, of  Greenwich  townsliip,  with  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  However,  the  Andrew  Dressier  (son 
of  John)  who  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Xorthum- 
berland county  Tresslers  settled  in  early  life  at 
Loysville,  in  Perry  county.  Pa.,  where  he  married 
(first)  Mary  Dry,  who  Irore  him  seven  or  eight 
children..  All  of  these  died  but  John  Jacob  Dress- 
ier, who  is  mentioned  more  fully  below.  For  his 
second  wife  Andrew  Dressier  married  Catharine 
Homan,  of  Germantown,  near  Philadelphia,  and 
they  had  an  only  son,  John.  Andrew  Dressier 
died  Oct.  21,  1828,  aged  eighty-two  years,  at  Loys- 
ville, Perry  county,  where  he  is  burieiL  His  sec- 
ond wife  died  May  12,  1850. 

John  Dressier,  half-brother  of  John  Jacob 
Dressier,  was  born  July  22,  1803,  and  lived  andf 
died  at 'Loysville.  He  donated  the  land  upon  which 
Dressler’s  Seminary  was  located  (as  well  as  the 
seminary  building)  to  the  Lutheran  denomination 
for  an  orphans'  home.  In  May,  1826,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Loy,  and  they  reared  a family  of  thirteen 
children:  John  -Vndrew.  Sarah  -Vnn,  IMary  Cath- 
arine, \'ictor  Oeorge,  John  William,  Eliza  Jane, 
Daniel  Lov.  Josiah  Erva,  Mayv  Ellen,  IMartin 
Jjuther,  Matilda  Emaline,  Loyetta  Elizabeth  and 
Anna  IMargaretta.  All  but  one  of  Joliu's  descend- 
ants who  survive  are  scattered  in  the  West,  the 
exception  being  his  daughter  Loyetta  Elizabeth, 
who  was  !)orn  Fch.  14,  1848,  at  Ivoysville.  Perry 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  married  Sept.  16.  1874  (by  her 
brotlier.  D.  L.  Dressier),  to  Henry  Lewis  Lark,  of 
Berryshurg,  Dauphin  Co..  Pa.,  who  now  resides  in 
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Millt'i'sljurg,  Daupiiiii  county;  Mr.  Lark  is  a prom- 
inent attorney  at' law  of  Harrisburg.  Pennsylvania. 

John  Jacob  Dressier,  son  of  Andrew,  was  born 
Dec.  25,  17?0,  and  was  reared  near  Loysville, 
Perry  county,  being  trained  to  fanning,  which  he 
followed  all  Ids  life,  tsoon  after  his  marriage  he 
moved  from  Perry  county  to  A'orthumberland 
county,  locating  in  Mahanoy  township,  and  con- 
tinued to  live  in  this  countv  for  tifteeii  or  twenty 
years.  P>ut  before  1832  he  had  settled  in  Schuyl- 
kill county.  While  in  Xorthumberland  county  he 
was  a Lutheran  member  of  St.  Peter's  Church  at 
Mahanoy,  and  smceeded  in  obtaining  a clear  title 
for  the  church  property  by  special  act  of  Legis- 
lature. Mr.  Dressier  was  mai'ried  in  I’erry  county 
to  Susanna  Homan,  who  was  born  i\larch  Id,  1TT3, 
and  died  Jan.  31,  181d;  he  dieil  April  d.  18d2,  and 
they  are  buried  at  the  Salem  Church,  in  Upper 
Mahantango  township,  Schuylkill  county.  They 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,,  as  follows:  Sol- 
omon, a farmer,  lived  and  died  in  Washington 
township,  Xorthumberland  county;  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried William  Dewitt  and  they  li\ed  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  Xorthumberland  county;  Cath- 
arine married  George  Lahr  and  lived  in  Jackson 
township,  this  county,  where  both  died;  Jacob  is 
mentioned  below;  Lydia  married  a Mr.  Smith  and 
they  moyed  to  Venango  county,  I’a. ; Pcbecca  mar- 
ried David  Zartman  and  lived  in  W'ashington 
township  ;■  Jonathan  settled  near  Center  llall, 
in  Center  county.  Pa.  : Hannah  married  Godfried 
Thomas  and  lived  in  Jackson  township;  Henry 
• settled  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Smith,  in 
Venango  county.  Pa. ; Peter  remained  on  the 
homestead  in  Upper  Mahantango  township,  Schuyl- 
kill county. 

Jacob  Dressier,  son  of  John  Jacob,  was  born  in 
Xoithumberland  county  in  October,  1802,  and  died 
in  Octolier,  ISoO.  He  is  interred  in  a private 
burial  ground  on  his  farm  in  Jackson  township, 

. Xorthumberland  county.  He  was  a stonemason 
and  farmer,  and  prospered  in  his  work,  owning  a 
farm  of  about  210  acres.  Taking  an  active  part 
in  the  public  aU'airs  of  his  community,  he  served 
as  supervisor  and  in  other  local  otiices,  and  was  a 
Democrat  in  political  opinion.  He  was  a most 
esteemed  member  of  tlie  Lutheran  denomination, 
he  and  his  family  belonging  to  St.  Peter's  Church 
at  Mahanoy,  which  he  served  otficiallv  as  deacon, 
elder  and  trustee,  being  fine  of  the  zealous  workers 
of  the  congregation.  He  married  Mary  (Polly) 
Hdlman,  ami  they  had  a family  of  nine  cluldren, 
si.y  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely;  (1)  Jo- 
seph,- born  in  Schuylkill  county  Xoy.  17,  1825, 
lived  at  the  homestead  of  his  father  in  Jackson 
townshi[),  later  moving  to  Herndon,  where  he  died 
Feb.  21,  He  is  buried  in  St.  Peter's  cem- 

etery at  Mahanoy.  He  married  Polly  Peill'er, 
daughtei'  of  Michael  Peilfer.  and  they  had  six  chil- 
dren: William  P.,  who  is  a farmer;  John  P.,  a 


:XTY,  PEXXSYLVAXIA  ' 755 

retired  merchant  at  Herndon,  who  married  Emma 
Wert;  Henry,  who  died  unmarried  when  about 
twenty  years  old;  Jane,  unmarried;  Katie,  who 
married  Wiliam  Deppeii  ( who  died  leaying  two 
sons,  Irvin  and  William)  and  (second)  Charles  II. 
Paudenlnish  (she  is  now  deceased);  and  Alice, 
who  married  George  Ziegler,  of  Herndon.  (2) 
Sarah,  born  Aug.  b,  lcS27,  married  Adam  Daniel, 
and  they  lived  in  Washington  township.  Their 
family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 
Her  husl)and  flying,  she  married  David  Wear}',  of 
Schu\  lkill  county,  and  died  March  6,  1869.  Her 
son  John  Daniel  had  dietl  a lew  days  previously, 
and  her  son  Samuel  Daniel  a few  days  later.  Mr. 
A eary  died  about  the  .same  time — the  four  deaths 
taking  place  in  less  than  two  weeks.  All  died  of 
spotted  fever.  Malinda  Daniel,  the  only  daughter, 
survives;  she  was  married  to  Isaac  SchrefHer, 
a farmer  of  Upper  Mab.anoy  township,  Xorth- 


umberland  countv. 

now 

deceased.  ( 3 ) 

Har- 

riet. 

born  March 

29, 

1829,  married 

Ben- 

jamin 

Stepp,  and 

died 

Dlay  8,  1852, 

leav- 

ing  one  son,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  one  daugh- 
ter, Sarah,  who  married  Benjamin  Lenker.  Mr. 
and  iMrs.  Lenker  are  both  deceased,  as  is  also 
Dir.  Stepp;  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  at  Dlahanoy. 
(1)  Daniel,  born  Sept.  9.  1830.  settled  at  Story 
City.  Iowa,  and  died  in  190-.  He  married  Mag- 
gie Moser,  who  is  still  living  in  Story  City,  in  the 
enjoyment  of  excellent  health.  Three  sons  were 
born  to  this  union,  Pobert,  Daniel  and  Charles,  of 
whom  Daniel  is  deceased  ; Pobert  and  Charles  are 
prosperous  farmers,  each  having  a farm  in  Iowa. 
(5)  Hannah,  born  Jan.  20,  1832,  was  marj-ied  Jan. 
25,  1855,  to  Michael  Emerick,  who  was  lx>rn  Xov. 
27,  1832,  and  died  Dec.  20,  1899.  They  lived 
in  Jordan  township.  DIrs.  Emerick  now  makes  her 
home  at  Mandata.  Six  children  were  born  to  DIr. 
and  DIrs.  Emerick:  Sarah  Minerva,  born  Jan.  29, 
1850,  is  married  to  J.  F.  Blasser  and  resides  near 
Millersburg,  Ihi. ; Theodore,  born  July  22,  1357, 
married  Pose  Latsha  and  resides  at  Mahanoy,  Pa. 
(they  have  no  chihlren)  ; Louisa  C.,  born  Aug.  31, 
1859.  married  Jonathan  M.  Byerly,  who  lives  in 
Jordan  township,  and  tliey  reared  nine  children. 
Beecher  X.,  Josephine,  Claud  Alvaretta,  Hannah 
E.,  Elias  Dlichael,  Saloma  E.,  Isaac  T.,  Maude  IL, 
and  Mark  Jonathan;  G.  J.  M.,  born  Aug.  10,  1805, 
married  Adeline  Witmer;  Dr.  Dl.  L.,  born  Xov. 
10.  1872,  a resident  of  Hickory  Comers,  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  in  his  section  of  Xorthumber- 
land county,  marrird  Katie  E.  Lenker,  and  they 
have  had  three  children,  their  only  son,  John  Paul 
Luther,  dying  May  18,  1902,  aged  two  years,  four 
months,  two  days;  Ellen  Dliranda,  born  June  15, 
1871,  married  Isaac  P.  Phillips,  and  they  had  one 
child,  Hannah  H.  (0)  Jidin  is  meutii'ned  below. 
(7)  Jacol)  B.,  born  in  Jackson  township  Sept.  25, 
1811,  died  at  Mahanoy  Sept.  P-b  1881,  and  is  bur- 
ied in  St.  Peter's  graveyard  in  -lackson  township. 
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He  was  a Lutlieran  member  of  St.  Peter’s  Church, 
at  Mahanoy.  By  trade  he  was  a plasterer,  and  for 
several  years  associated  with  his  brother  John  in 
a general  store  business  at  Herndon.  On  Jan.  5, 
1865,  he  married  Susanna  Hays,  who  survived 
him  with  eight  children,  ^lary  Sylvia  (who  died 
Jan.  7,  18S’3),  Osmar  Monitor,  Eliza  Irene,  Edna 
Estie,  Laura  H.,  Isaac  John,  Kirby  Jacob  and 
Thomas  Tilden.  (8)  Elias  B.  lives  at  Mahanoy. 
(9)  Isaac  B.  is  mentioned  below.  IVith  the  ex- 
ception of  rhe  oldest  son,  Joseph,  all  of  this  family 
wi’ote  the  name  Tressler,  changing  from  ‘‘D’’  to 
“T”  in  1854. 

John’  Trkssler,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Bill- 
man)  Dressier,  was  born  in  Oetol)er,  1835,  on  a 
farm  in  Jackson  township  two  miles  southeast 
of  wjiat  is  now  Herndon,  and  there  received  his 
early  education  in  the  old  subscription  schools.  He 
was  only  fourteen  when  his  father  died,  so  liis 
youthful  advantages  were  somewhat  limited,  but 
nevertheless,  by  industry  and  perseverance,  he  man- 
aged to  secure  a good  education.  His  first  work  on 
his  own  account  was  on  the  farm  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Adam  Daniel,  who  ]iaiddiim  $35  a year.  lYhen 
sixteen  years  old  he  started  to  learn  the  trade 
of  plasterer,  with  Jared'  Daniel,  for  whom  he 
worked  two  summers,  eaniiug  $40  besides  learning 
the  business.  Part  of  this  time  he  was  employed 
at  iMount  Carmel,  and  at  that  time  there  was  not 
a house  standing  that  is  there  now.  Dir.  Tressler 
followed  the  plasterer's'  trade  for  about  twenty-five 
years  altogether,  receiving  a dollar  a day  and  his 
board  after  he  had  completed  his  apprenticeship. 
But  in  those  days  little  or  no  plastering  was  done 
in  the  winter  season,  and  he  took  advantage  of  this 
to  improve  himself  mentally,  during  the  winter  of 
1855.-56  attending  the  academy  at  Berrysburg,  in 
Dauphin  county,  of  which  Keneda  Carlile  was  then 
principal.  Pemaining  there  until  October,  1856, 
he  returned  to  his  old  home  and  followed  his  trade, 
the  following  January  going  to  Loysville,  Perry 
county,  where  he  also  attended  school,  on  the  site 
of  what  is  now  the  orphans’  home  at  that  point ; 
the  academy  and  a large  tract  of  land  about  it  were 
owned  by  his  uncle,  John  Dressier,  who,  as  above 
recorded,  donated  same  for  the  orphans’  home.  At 
that  time  transportation  facilities  were  so  limited 
thai;  Joseph  Tressler,  his  older  brother,  took  him 
to  Loysville  by  team.  Having  prepared  himself 
for  teaching  Dir.  Tressler  followed  tiiat  profession 
for  a number  of  years  during  the  winter  season, 
his  first  year’s  work  being  in  Lower  Dlabanoy 
township,  where  he  had  a subscription  scluxrl.  For 
the  next  two  terms  he  was  at  Urban,  in  Jordan 
township,  later  for  four  terms  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, and  the  last  two  terms  in  Schuylkill  county. 
He  taught  nine  terms  in  all,  six  in  suliscription 
schools  and  the  last  thiee  under  the  free  school 
system.  For  two  years  ho  was  at  Dlandata.  In  the 
meantime,  in  the  spring  <d'  1857,  he  settled  with 


his  mother  on  the  place  where  he  still  lives,  in 
DVashington  township,  v hich  he  purchased  at  that 
time.  With  the  exception  of  three  years  during 
which  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Hern- 
don he  has  lived  there  continuously  since.  The 
property  comprises  between  thr('e  hundred  and  four 
hundred  acres,  eighty-five  of  which  are  cleared  land. 
He  has  been  a prosperous  farmer,  and  since  the 
fall  of  1885  has  also  been  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business,  running  a steam  sawmill.  In  1876,  in 
association  with  other  citizens  of  his  township,  he 
organized  the  Stone  D’alley  DIutual  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  which  obtained  a charter  from  the  State 
department  during  Governor  HartranfCs  adminis- 
tration, Feb.  15,  1877,  and  which  has  enjoyed  an 
unbroken  career  of  prosperity.  Dir.  Tressler  has 
held  the  office  of  secretary  ever  since  the  organi- 
zation. It  is,  however,  in  his  capacity  of  justice  of 
the  peace  that  Dir.  Tressler  is  best  known  to  his 
fellow  citizens  and  has  been  of  the  greatest  service 
to  his  community.  At  the  spring  election  of  1860, 
when  he  was  but  twenty-four  years  old,  he  was 
chosen  justice  of  the  peace  for  Washington  town- 
ship, and  received  his  commission  from  Governor 
Packer,  April  10th.  He  has  been  reelected  to  suc- 
ceed himself  at  the  end  of  each  term  since,  hav- 
ing held  the  office  now  for  fifty  consecutive  years 
— a record  of  long-continued  confidence  which  he 
has  well  merited.  He  has  tried  many  civil  cases, 
but  few  of  which  have  been  appealed : has  tried  a 
number  of  criminal  cases,  the  majority  of  which 
have  been  settled  in  his  court ; and,  with  all  this, 
has  always  made  it  a rule,  whenever  possible,  to 
settle  cases  out  of  court,  not  only  because  of  the 
financial  saving  to  those  interested,  but  because  it 
gives  him  more  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  adjust 
difficulties  of  any  kind  in  that  way.  In  Imndreds 
of  cases  he  has  been  successful  in  persuading  peo- 
ple to  settle  their  differences  without  resorting  to 
the  law.  and  he  has  saved  his  neighbors  many  dol- 
lars in  legal  costs  in  this  way  alone.  Snch  is  tlieir 
confidence  in  him  that  he  is  constantly  called  upon 
to  draw'  up  deeds,  and  he  has  settled  a large  num- 
ber of  estates,  either  as  administrator,  executor  or 
assignee,  his  services  in  this  connection  having 
proved  most  reliable  in  every  instance.  He  has  the 
patronage  in  matters  of  this  kind  of  the  residents 
of  surrounding  townships  as  well  as  those  in  his 
own  neighborhood,  his  reputation  for  integrity,  for 
intelligent  counsel  and  as  a disinterested  adviser 
making  him  an  authority  consulted  and  respected 
by  a very  wide  circle.  His  own  modest  and  un- 
assuming ways,  excellent  hal)its  and  prudent  liv- 
ing have  Avon  him  the  esteem  of  the  many  who 
know  and  admire  him. 

Dir.  Tre'sler  has  been  a lifelong  Democrat  and 
(|uito  active  in  the  work  of  the  organization,  liav- 
ing  served  two  years  as  member  of  the  executive 
committee  of  the  county  and  as  delegate  to  three 
State  conventions — at  Mhlliamsport,  Ilarrislturg 
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iHul  Altoona,  lie  has  been  mentioned  for  county 
office  on  several  occasions.  For  many  years  he  has 
been  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  belonging  -to  the  Brick  Church  at  Malia- 
noy,  which  he  has  served  as  trustee  for  over  a quar- 
ter of  a century. 

On  Dec.  25,  1857,  i\Ir.  Tressler  married  Leah 
Bordner,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Leah  (Kiehl) 
Bordner,  of  Lower  IMahauoy  township,  and  to  them 
were  born  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters: Hannah  il.,  who  lives  at  home;  Adam  B'., 

late  of  IMahanoy,  I’a.,  who  died  Oct.  6,  1908,  leav- 
ing his  wife,  Millie,  and  two  children,  C.  C.  (now 
professor  at  the  Trevorton  high  school)  and  Gert- 
rude, who  is  also  teaching  school  in  the  township ; 
Henr}^  A.,  a plasterer;  Jacob  F.,  a plasterer;  Al- 
varetta,  i\Irs.  John  Kressinger;  J.  C.,  mentioned 
below;  Leah  S.,  Mrs.  Samuel  Diehl,  of  IMahanoy; 
and  Emma  J.,  Mrs.  M.  P.  Bower,  of  Loyalton, 
Dauphin  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

J.  C.  Tressler,  son  of  Squire  John  Tressler, 
was  born  July  15,  1873,  in  Washington  township, 
and  was  there  reared  to  farm  life.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  of  the  township  and  later  the 
Keystone  State  Xormal,  at  Kutztown,  in  1893,  re- 
ceiving his  license  to,  teach  from  Prof.  Ira  Sliip- 
man  in  1895.  When  a mere  boy  he  had  learned 
the  trade  of  plasterer,  working  at  same  with  his 
father  and  brothers  during  the  summer  months  for 
a number  of  years,  and  he  continued  to  do  plaster- 
ing in  the  season  and  to  teach  school  during  the 
winter  for  some  years,  teaching  seven  consecutive 
terms  of  school  in  Washington  township.  On 
March  19,  1906,  he  became  tax  clerk  in  the  county 
commissioners’  office,  and  was  thus  engaged  until 
March  1,  T909,  when  he  was  appointed  deputy 
prothonotary  of  the  county  1)V  I.  T.  C.  Dissinger. 
He  gives  all  his  time  to  the  duties  of  this  office,  in 
which  lie  is  giving  great  satisfaction.  Like  his 
father,  iMr.  Tressler  is  an  enthusiastic  worker  in 
the  Democratic  party,  in  whose  local  councils  he  is 
quite  influential.  In  1904  he  was  elected  justice  of 
the  peace  of  Jordan  township,  but  never  took  his 
commission.  He  is  very  well  and  favorably  known 
all  over  this  section. 

On  Aug.  29,  1896,  Mr.  Tressler  married  Agnes 
L.  Geise,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Froene  (Trout- 
man) Geise,  the  former  a proniinent  farmer  near 
Urban,  in  Jordan  township.  Two  children  have 
heen  born  to  this  union,  Yfilliam  J.  B.  and  Edna 
Rachel.  iMr.  Tressler  and  Ids  family  worship  at 
the  Mahanoy  Lutheran  Church,  and  he  has  been 
quite  active  in  the  life  of  that  congregation,  hav- 
ing served  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 

Is.\.\.c  B.  Tressler,  a prominent  citizen  of  low- 
er Xorthumberland  county,  residing  at  iMahanoy, 
in  Jackson  townshij),  was  horn  April  10,  1845, 
where  he  now  lives.  He  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  and  later  attended  Eree- 


hurg  Academy.  In  1861  he  became  clerk  for  Wil- 
liam Wiest,  who  then  conducted  his  general  store 
in  the  old  building  at  Mahanoy,  and  in  1869  he 
became  a partner  of  iMr.  Wiest  under  the  firm 
name  of  Wiest  & Tressler.  Some  years  later  the 
firm  became  I.  B.  Tressler  & Co.,  and  the  store  is 
now  operated  by  Tressler,  Schlegel  & Co.,  who 
carry  a full  line  of  general  merchandise.  In  1874 
the  erection  of  the  large  brick  store  building,  three 
stories  high  and  50  by  42  feet  in  dimensions,  was 
begun,  and  the  business  has  been  established  there- 
in since  Sept.  1,  1875.  i\tr.  Tressler  and  Mr.  Wiest 
erected  the  storehouse,  warehouse,  barns,  etc.,  at 
Mahanoy.  Mr.  Tresslei’  has  prospered  in  all  his 
undertakings,  has  been  a director  of  the  'First  Xa- 
tional  Bank  of  Herndon  since  1905,  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  substantial  business 
men  of  Jackson 'township.  He  owns  a farm  of  140 
acres  in  that  township,  a farm  of  ninety-five  acres 
in  Washington  township  and  a farm  of  138  acres 
near  Gratz,  in  the  Lykens  valley.  He  is  financially 
interested  in  the  Aluminum  Paint  & Filler  Com- 
pany, whose  plant  is  located  at  Dalmatia,  this 
county.  iMr.  Tressler  served  many  years  as  as- 
sistant postmaster  at  Mahanoy  before  he  became 
postmaster,  having  been  identified  with  the  office 
since  1861.  On  March  4th  of  that  year  he  was  ap- 
pointed assistant  postmaster  by  William  W'iest, 
postmaster,  at  Mahanoy,  and  remained  in  that  of- 
fice until  1881,  when  he  was  appointed  postmas- 
ter to  succeed  Mr.  Wiest.  He  held  the  office  until  he 
resigned,  in  1907,  in  which  year  Adam  B.  Tressler 
(son  of  John),  who  had  heen  his  a.ssistant  for  a 
number  of  years,  was  appointed.  The  latter  served 
until  his  death,  Oct.  6,  1908,  when  Isaac  B.  Tress- 
ler was  again  appointed,  and  he  is  still  serving,  his 
son,  Lloyd  J.  Tressler,  acting  as  his  assistant.  He 
is  a Democrat  in  politics  and  a Lutheran  in  re- 
ligion, holding  membership  in  St.  Peter’s  Church 
at  ilahanoy,  which  he  has  served  as  deacon  and 
treasurer  for  a number  of  years. 

On  Sept.  10,  1871,  Mr.  Tressler  married  Wil- 
helmina  Bower,  daughter  of  the  late  Jacob  Bower, 
and  they  had  a family  of  four  children,  three  of 
whom  are.  deceased.  The  survivor,  Lloyd  J.  Tress- 
ler, resides  at  Herndon,  this  county.  In  1889  Mr. 
Tressler  built  the  comfortable  residence  at  Maha- 
noy which  he  has  since  occupied. 


Peter  Dressier,  son  of  John  Jacttb  and  Susanna 
(Homan)  Dressier,  was  born  in  Upper  Mahan- 
tango  township,  Schuylkill  county,  near  Rough  and 
Ready,  and  remained  on  his  father’s  homestead  in 
Up])cr  iMahantango  township,  working  as  a farm- 
er all  his  life.  He  had  a ])roperty  of  190  acres, 
some  of  which  has  been  sold  since  his  day.  That 
he  was  a public-spirited  citizen,  and  interested  in 
the  progress  of  his  times,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
he  served  as  clerk  of  IMahantango  township,  Schuyl- 
kill county.  Like  all  the  menil)ers  of  his  family. 
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he  was  a Lutheran  in  religion,  and  he  served  liis 
church  as  deacon,  elder  and  trustee.  He  married 
Catharine  Mau.rer,  daughter  of  Andrew  Maurer, 
and  to  them  were  born  eleven  children,  viz.:  Maria 
Magdalena  (Polly),  Jacob,  Josiali,  Cornelius  M., 
Anna,  Harriet,  Joseph,  and  four  that  died  young. 

CoRXELius  M.  Teessler,  son  of  Peter,  was  born 
May  24,  1846,  at  Rough  and  Ready,  in  Schuylkill 
county,  and  was  reared  to  farming  there,  working 
for  his  parents  until  he  attained  his  majority.  He 
was  then  variously  employed  for  some  years,  in 
different  States,  working  on  a farm  in  Kent  countv, 
Del.,  as  a street  car  driver  in  Philadelphia,  for  the 
Philadelphia  & Reading  Railway  Company  in 
Reading,  and  for  five  years  as  clerk  at  a liotel  in 
Shaniokin,  Xorthumherland  county.  After  his 
marriage  he  lived  at  Mahanoy,  this  county,  for  one 
year,  until  he  purchased  and  settled  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  consists  of  seventy-two  acres  of 
excellent  land  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  near 
Mahantango  creek.  It  was  formerly  the  Frederick 
Heckert  homestead,  and  the  old  granary  bore  the 
date  1740,  which  may  have  been  the  date  when  the 
first  settlement  was  made  on  the  tract.  i\Ir.  Tress- 
ler  built  his  residence  on  the  property  in  1892,  and 
rebuilt  the  Iiarn  in  1909.  In  addition  to  this  place 
he  owns  four  acres  of  mountain  woodland  and  two 
limestone  lots.  He  has  been  an  intelligent  and 
progressive  worker,  and  deserves  the  prosperity 
w'hich  has  rewarded  his  efforts.  For  three  years  he 
served  as  school  director  of  bis  township,  and 
though  not  an  aspirant  for  public  honors  is  will- 
ing to  do  his  part  to  help  the  advancement  of  his 
community,  especially  in  the  cause  of  public  edu- 
cation. and  ofjier  movements  calculated  to  benefit 
the  masses.  He  is  a large  man  physically,  stand- 
ing five  feet,  nine  inches,  and  weighing  269  pounds. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1878,  IMr.  Tressler  married 
Louisa  Ferster,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Catharine 
(Gonser)  Ferster,  and  they  have  had  a large  fam- 
ily, namely:  Ray  E.,  Catharine  (who  died  aged 

sixteen  years),  Sallie  (married  to  Charles  Wiest), 
Peter  (a  student  at  the  West  Chester  Xormal 
School,  married  to  Sadie  Kerstetter),  Carrie  E., 
Clarence,  Isaac,  Jennie,  Bertha  and  Lee.  Mr. 
Tressler  and  his  family  are  Lutherans  and  worship 
at  the  Vera  Cruz  (Malta)  Church,  which  Mr. 
Tressler  has  served  as  deacon.  Fle  is  a Democrat 
in  political  faith. 

Ray  E.  Tressler,  of  Ixnver  IMahanoy  township, 
living  at  Dalmatia  (Georgetown),  was  born  at 
Mahanoy  (now  Red  Cross),  Jackson  township,  Dec. 
13,  1879.  He  was  reared  at  the  home  place  in 
Lower  Mahanoy  township,  and  attended  the  local 
public  S(*hools,  at  Vera  Cruz  (Malta),  meanwhile 
assisting  his  father  with  the  farm  work.  Later  he 
attended  a summer  normal  school  at  Dalmatia  for 
one  session,  and  he  also  attended  one  session  of  a 
summer  normal  school  at  Herndon,  after  which  he 
took  a course  in  the  State  Xormal  .'>i  lu>ul  at  West 
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Chester.  He  furthered  his  education  by  taking  a 
commercial  course  at  Susquehanna  University,  at 
Selinsgrove,  Pa.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
June,  1904.  When  nineteen  years  of  age  IMr. 
Tressler  was  licensed  to  teach  public  school  in 
Xorthumherland  county,  being  examined  by  Prof. 
Benjamin  Apple,  then  county  superintendent,  and 
he  has  taught  eleven  terms,  all  in  his  native  town- 
ship, but  at  different  schoolhouses.  His  first  ex- 
perience was  at  the  Susquehanna,  school,  where  he 
was  engaged  for  one  term.  The  next  term  he  was 
at  Vera  Cruz,  the  third  term  at  the  Suscpiehanna 
school  again,  the  next  two  at  AYra  Cruz,  the  next 
three  at  Stone  AYilley  and  the  next  three  at  Hast- 
ings. He  was  very  successful  .as  an  educator,  and 
in  that  capacity  is  very  well  and  favorably  known  in 
this  district.  In  the  spring  of  1906  Air.  Tressler 
was  elected  tax  collector  of  Lower  Alahanoy  town- 
ship, and  was  reelected  to  succeed  himself  in  1909. 
He  is  a Democrat,  and  well  known  in  the  party 
councils.  Since  1907  he  has  made  his  home  at 
Dalmatia,  where  he  purchased  his  house  and  lot 
the  year  after  settling  there.  He  is  an  upi'ight  and 
able  young  man,  and  has  an  enviable  standing  in 
his  community. 

On  Dec.  12,  1903,  Air.  Tressler  married  E.  Alin- 
nie  Rothermel,  daughter  of  AVilliam  and  Alary 
(Zerbe)  Rothermel,  and  they  have  had  one  son, 
Allen  Cornell.  The  family  are  members  of  St. 
Luke's  Church  at  A'era  Cruz,  belonging  to  the 
Lutheran  congregation,  which  Air.  Tressler  has 
served  in  the  otfice  of  deacon. 

JAAIES  KOHL,  a retired  farmer  of  Point  town- 
ship, Xorthumherland  county,  is  a large  land  own- 
er and  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  that  region, 
where  he  has  resided  for  almost  forty  years.  He 
is  a son  of  John  Kohl  and  grandson  of  Philip 
Kohl,  the  pioneer  of  the  family  in  Xorthumber- 
land  county. 

Philip  Kohl  was  born  in  Alon'tgomery  county. 
Pa.,  and  moved  to  this  county  about  1840,  at  which 
time  he  was  a widower.  Locating  in  Lower  Alaha- 
noy township,  about  one  and  a half  miles  froip 
Dalnlatia,  he  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  in  1844.  He  is  buried  at  the  Stone 
A’alley  Church  (Zion’s),  while  his  wife  is  buried 
in  Alontgomery  county.  They  had  two  sons  and 
one  daughter:  Daniel,  a farmer  and  cooper,  who 
did  not  settle  in  Xorthumherland  county,  living  in 
Alontgomery  county  (he  had  children  John  and 
Leah  ) ; Joh.n:  and  Polly,  Airs.  Zeiler,  who  lived  in 
Arontgomery  county. 

John  Kohl,  son  of  Philip,  was  born  in  1787  in 
Alontgomery  county.  Pa.,  and  came  to  Xorthum- 
berland  county  in  1849  with  his  aged  father,  who 
made  his  home  with  him  thereafter.  He  settled 
in  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  about  one  and  a half 
miles  from  Dalmatia,  and  had  a farm  of  108  acres, 
which  he  cultivated,  also  following  his  trade  of 
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cooper.  His  wife,  Catharine  (Ehoads),  came 
from  the  same  section  of  the  State  as  he  did,  and 
of  tlieir  six  children  five  were  born  in  Montgom- 
ery county  and  tlie'  youngest  on  tlie  farm  in  Low- 
er j\Iahanoy  above  mentioned.  Mr.  Kohl  was  a 
Lutheran  ineml^er  of  Zion  s Stone  \ alley  Church, 
where  he  and  his  wife  are  buried,  iheir  childien 
were:  Betzy  (Mrs.  Benjamin  Trego),  Hettie 
(Mrs.  Philip  Heckert),  James,  Daniel,  Henry  and 
John. 

James  Kohl  was  born  Dec.  G,  1831,  in  Frederick 
township,  Montgomery  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was^  nine 
years  old  when  lie  came  with  the  family  to  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  where  he  has  since  li\ed.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  stonemason,  which  he  followed 
for  many  years  in  Lower  IMahanoy  township,  in 
1872  removing  to  Point  township.  He  followed 
farming  in  Point  township  until  his  retirement 
in  1898,  and  met  with  success  in  his  agricultural 
operations,  accumulating  considerable  property. 
He  now  owns  two  farms,  one  of  225  acres  and  an- 
other of  eighty-seven  acres.  During  his  active 
years  he  devoted  all  his  time  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  land,  and  he  attained  his  present  prosperity 
by  the  most  honorable  methods,  having  a character 
which  won  him  the  respect  of  all  his  neighbors  and 
friends.  During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Kohl  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  172d  Eegiment,  and  served  ten 
months.  ' 

On  Xov.  28,  1876,  IMr.  Kohl  married  Sarah  Ann 
Bohner,  daughter  of  Henry  Bohner  and  widow  of 
Amos  Shipe,  by  whom  she'  had  two  children: 
Lovina  married  Plenry  Dietz  and  they  live  in  Point 
township;  Maria  married  John  S.  Ballinger,  and 
they  have  three  children,  Sarah,  James  and  Mary. 
Mr.  Ballinger  was  born  in  January,  1870,  and  is  a 
member  of  a Snyder  county  family.  He  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  his  father-in-law' s place.  Xo 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kohl. 
They  are  nieml>ers  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Sun- 
burv,  and  in  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

Hexey  Kohl,  son  of  John,  was  born  Feb.  15, 
1838,  in  ^Montgomery  county.  Pa.,  and  was  two 
years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Xorthuml'or- 
land  county.  He  was  reared  in  Lower  Mahanoy 
township  and  continued  to  live  thene  untd  1872, 
when  he  came  to  Point  township  and  Knight  170 
acres  of  laitd,  half  of  whuh  he  has  since  sold  to 
his  brother  James.  IMr.  Kohl  has  devoted  all  his 
active  years  to  general  farming  with  gratifying  suc- 
cess. in  1910  he  built  a large  barn  upon  his  prop- 
erty. 

On  IMarch  27,  1872,  IMr.  Kohl  married  Louisa 
Bohner,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Salome  (Reitz) 
Bohner,  of  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  and  they 
have  two  children,  IMnry  and  .Tohn  Henry.  Mr. 
Kohl  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  he  is  a Republican  in  his  political 
views. 


M'lLEIAil  DREIBELBIS,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  along  the  Susipichaana  river,  near  Dal- 
matia, Xorthumberland  county,  was  born  IMay  5, 
1817,  son  of  Abraham  Dreibellues  and  grandson 
of  Isaac  Dreibelbis,  and  is  a member  of  a family 
which  was  established  in  America  during  the  Pro- 
vincial days  of  Pennsylvania.  The  name  is  now 
found  with  both  spellings,  Dreibelbies  and  Dreibel- 
bis. 

The  early  home  of  this  family  was  in  southeast- 
ern Switzerland,  in  the  part  originally  a portion 
of  what  is  now  the  German  Empire.  John  Jacob 
Dreibelbis  (Dreibelbies)  came  to  America  from 
Hannesthal,  Switzerland,  crossing  the  ocean  on  the 
ship  “Mary”  from  London,  and  landing  at  Phila- 
delphia Oct.  2G,  1732.  Its  passenger  list  showed 
sixty-nine  male_  passengers  over  sixteen  years  of 
age,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  wmmen  and 
children.  It  is  probable  that  John  Jacob  was  sin- 
gle. He  used  to  say  in  the  spring  of  the  year, 
“now  the  Rhine  is  overflowing,  because  of  the 
snow  melting  on  the  Alps.”  The  exact  date  that 
he  settled  in  Berks  county  is  uncertain,  but  in 
1713  he  settled  on  the  farm  located  about  a quar- 
ter of  a mile  east  of  Fleetwood,  now  ihe  property 
of  IMilton  Shollenberger.  This  farm  originally 
consisted  of  157  acres,  but  it  has  since  been  di- 
vided into  two  farms,  one  now  owned  by  Charles 
Leibelsberger.  On  the  part  owned  by  Mr.  Shol- 
lenberger John  Jacob  Dreibelbis  built  the  first  set 
of  buildings  near  a spring  of  fine  water,  which 
the  Indians  named  “Dreibelbis  Spring.'”  This 
spring  and  the  streams  in  that  vicinity  were  alive 
with  brook  trout  until  some  time  before  the  Civil 
war.  J ohn  Jacob  Dreibelbis  was  a farmer  and 
became  a very  extensive  land  owner.  In  1759  he 
was  the  largest  taxpayer  in  Richmond  township, 
paying  a federal  tax  of  thirty  pounds.  On  April 
11,  1752,  he  obtained  by  warrant  from  the  Prov- 
ince two  tracts  of  land  located  in  Richmond  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  one  being  for  fifty  acres  and 
the  other  for  one  hundred.  On  Feb.  3,  1753,  he 
obtained  a warrant  for  one  hundred  acres,  and 
on  April  12,  1753,  for  five  hundred  acres.  In 
appearance  Mr.  Dreibelbis  was  small  and  of  dark 
complexion,  with  black  eyes  and  hair,  indicating 
that  he  was  of  Jewish  extraction,  as  were  the 
Kelchners,  lYanners,  Biebers  and  the  family  of 
Merkles  in  the  same  vicinity.  He  died  in  1761. 
He  married  either  a iMerkel  or  a Rothermel,  prob- 
ably the  first  mentioned  and  daughter  of  Georg 
Merkel,  and  his  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  were:  Abraham;  IMartin;  Jacob;  Mary 
Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Wanner;  IMarv  Mag- 
dalena. who  married  (second)  iMartin  IVanner; 
and  Philii)ena.  who  went  with  her  brother  IMartin 
to  Schuylkill  Haven,  married  M'illiam  Koch  (her 
three  daughters  married,  respectively,  a Huntzing- 
er,  a Rausch  and  a Holler).  The  last  will  and 
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testament  of  John  Jacob  Ercibelbis,  made  Feb.  5, 
1761,  and  probated  Eeb.  21,  1761,  is  written  in 
good  English  and  is  on  record  in  Will  Book  1, 
page  91.  To  each  of  his  three  sons  he  gave  a 
farm,  and  to  each  of  his  daughters  150  pounds  in 
lawful  money.  oldest  son  Abraham  shall  have 

all  that  tract  in  Eichmond  township,  157  acres.” 
“My  executors  sliall  build  a house  for  my  son 
Martin  on  land  given  him  lying  on  the  Mesilni 
(Moslem)  Eoad.  The  house  mu^t  be  30  feet  long 
and  24  feet  wide.’’  “My  executors  shall  also  build 
a house  for  my  son  Jacob,  on  land  becpiested  to 
him  near  the  road  leading  from  Eastown  to  ilead- 
ing.”  “And  lastly  I will  and  do  order  that  my 
younger  children  shall  be  taught  to  read  and 
write.”  The  will  is  signed  by  the  testator  in  good, 
legible  German.  The  executors  were  Abraham 
Dreibelbis  and  “my  loving  and  trusty  friend 
George  Merkel.”  John  J acob  Dreibelbis  was  bur- 
ied in  a private  graveyard  on  the  Shollenberger 
farm.  He  has  no  tombstone,  but  his  grandson 
Daniel,  who  is  also  buried  there,  has  a marble 
tombstone.  A number  of  the  early  members  of 
the  family  are  buried  in  this  neglected  spot. 

Abraham  Dreibelbis,  eldest  son  of  John  Jacob, 
was  born  about  1749  and  died  in  December,  1803, 
and  is  buried  in  the  same  cemetery  as  his  father. 
He  was  engaged  in  farming  on  the  homestead, 
and  at  his  death  left  a large  estate.  By  his  wife, 
Anna  Margaret,  he  had  six  children : Daniel  ob- 
tained the  homestead  : Abraham  obtained  the  grist- 
mill; Peter  received  300  pounds,  gold  and  silver 
money;  Maria  Barbara  married  John  Haak;  Isaac; 
and  Joseph.  The  three  last  named — Maria  Bar- 
bara, Isaac,  and  Joseph — were  each  bequeathed  900 
pounds  of  money.  ' 

Isaac  Dreibelbis,  son  of  Abraham,  was  born  Aug. 
3,  1778,  in  Eichmond  township,  I3erks  Co.,  Pa., 
and  was  the  pioneer  of  the  family  in  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  whither  he  moved  in  1805.  He  set- 
tled in  what  is  now  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  in 
which  region  his  descendants  are  now  quite  numer- 
ous. He  was  a farmer,  and  the  Benjamin  Philips 
place  near  Hickory 'Corners  is  still  pointed  out  as 
the  “Essack”  Dreibelbis  farm,  his  name  being  giv- 
en the  German  pronunciation.  He  was  a tall  man, 
dark  complexioned  (showing  plainly  his  Jewish  or- 
igin) and  very  strong.  He  followed  tanning  as 
well  as  farming,  and  the  old  tannery  which  he 
continued  to  carry  on  until  shortly  before  his 
death  stood  l^etween  the  two  houses  on  what  is 
now  the  Benjamin  Philips  farm;  the  ruins  may 
be  seen  from  the  road,  part  of  the  foundation 
yet  remaining.  IMr.  Dreibelbis  died  June  29,  1853, 
and  is  burie<l  at  Zion’s  (Stone  Valley)  Church, 
with  which  he  had  been  identified  as  a member  of 
the  Eeformed  congregation.  “Essack”  Dreibelbis 
was  quite  a character,  and  the  old  residents  of 
the  vicinity  still  delight  to  relate  certain  anec- 
dotes concerning  him.  In  his  day  the  nearest 


tavern  was  at  Georgetown.  One  night  he  and  a 
neighbor  spent  some  time  at  the  tavern,  and  on 
their  way  home  the  neighbor,  in  misery  over  tiie 
results  of  a too  free  indulgence  in  applejack,  laid 
down  under  a tree,  saying:  “Mein  fieund  Essack, 
ich  mus  storben.  Ich  cons  nimmermeir  stenden.’’ 
“Essack”  replied : “Ach  nein,  freund.  Du  storbst 
nicht.  So  hab  ich  suhr  oft  gafaldt  in  meiner  zeit.”  ' 
On  one  occasion  he  came  home  late  and  could  not 
find  the  keyhole.  His  wife  refusing,  under  the 
conditions,  to  comply  with  his  command  to  “maeh 
die  dier  ouf”  he  made  the  request  again,  and 
when  she  still  refused  he  said : “IVen  du  nieh  ouf 
mooht  den  use  ich  ern  Essack  sei  schlissel,”  brought 
the  ax,  and  broke  in  the  door.  Afterward  the  ax 
was  often  referred  to  jocularly  as  “Hm  Essack 
sei  schlissel.”-  The  wife  is  buried  near  Killinger, 
Pa.  This  pioneer  couple  reared  a family  of  eight 
children,  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  as  follows : 
Abraham  is  mentioned  below  ; Isaac  died  in  Kan- 
sas, where  his  son  Joseph  is  in  business,  having  a 
large  store;  Jacob,  who  was  a saddler  by  trade, 
lived  and  died  in  Xorthumberland  county  and  is 
buried  at  Dalmatia:  Catharine  married  George 
Wert;  Mary  (or  Polly),  born  in  1817,  died  in 
1885,  was  the  wife  of  Elias  Boyer  (1815-1891)  ; 
another  daughter  maiwied  David  Hain ; Harriet 
married  Joseph  Licht;  Sallie,  who  married  Joseph 
Shretller,  is  now  (1910)  in  her  ninety-ninth  year, 
but  is  well  preserved  (she  lives  with  her  sons-in- 
law,  Joseph  Diehl  and  Henry  Hendricks,  and  has 
her  home  between  Danville  and  Xorthumberland). 

Abraham  Dreibelbies,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born 
May  23,  1812.  He  obtained  the  homestead  and 
was  a lifelong  farmer  in  Hjwer  Mahanoy  town- 
ship, where  he  died  on  his  farm  Jan.  12,  1863. 
He  had  one  hundred  acres  of  land  under,  cultiva- 
tion, and  one  hundred  acres  of  woodland,  and 
was  one  of  the  prosperous  and  substantial  citizens 
of  his  day.  Like  many  of  his  family  he  was  of 
dark  complexion,  and  physically  was  of  medium 
size.  He  was  a Eeformed  member  of  the  Stone 
Valley  Church.  His  Avife,  Elizabeth  (Wentzel), 
was  a daughter  of  Stophel  and  Leah  (Adam) 
Wentzel.  She  married  Peter  Burrel  after  Mr. 
Dreibelbies  died,  and  lived  to  be  eighty  years, 
seven  months,  eighteen  days  old,  dying  Sept.  9, 
1900.  To  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Dreibelbies  .were  born 
children  as  follows : William ; Isaac,  Avho  lives  at 
Paxton,  Pa.;  Katie,  Mrs.  George  Phillips;  Poll}’, 
Mrs.  Francis  Bickel : Malinda,  i\[rs.  Ecily  Messner; 
Benncville,  of  Dalmatia,  Pa.  ; and  Sarah,  Mrs.  B. 
F.  Brown. 

William  Dreibelbis  Avas  reared  to  farming,  and 
about  1870  began  that  Avork  on  his  oaati  account 
at  the  place  Avhere  lie  has  since  lived  in  LoAver 
Mahanoy  township.  This  tract  consists  of  forty 
acres,  besides  Avhicli  ho  oAvns  a three-acre  island 
in  the  Sus(|uehanna  riA'or.  iMr.  Dreibelbis  is  a 
highly  rcs])ected  citizen  of  his  community,  Avhere 
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"Ills  imluslrious  and  useful  life  is  known  to  all. 
He  has  served  as  supervisor  of  his  district,  having 
been  elected  to  that  office  by  the  Ecpublican  party, 

■ of  which  he  has  been  a faithful  member. 

In  1869  Mr.  Dreibelbis  married  Caroline  Pdch- 
enbach,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Hrngan- 
•ecker)  Pichenbach,  of  Snyder  county.  Pa.,  and 
they  have  had  a family  of  twelve  children,  three 
sons  and  nine  daugliters,  namely:  M.  Elizabeth, 
now  the.  wife  of  William  Pardoe;  Julian,  wife  of 
William  Hogan  ; IVilliam  A.,  who  married  Ida  K. 
Heckert;  Benjamin  E.,  of  Dalmatia,  Pa.;  Sarah 
E.,  wife  of  Isaac*  Ilinkel:  Myran  Daisy,  wife  of 
Frank  Fetter;  Edward  A'.,  who  married  Gertnide 
Bohner;  Triphena  M.,  wife  of  Isaac  Heintzleman; 
Cardia  E. ; Ella  Y. ; Emma  A. ; and  Cedia  M.  Mr. 
Dreibelbis  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Ee- 
formed  Church.  The  burial  place  of  this  branch 
of  the  Dreibelbis  family  has  long  been  at  the  Stone 
Valley  (Zion's)  Church  in  Lower  Mahanoy  town- 
ship. 

Isaac  Dreibelbis,  the  second  mentioned  of  the 
three  -sons  of  Isaac,  the  pioneer  in  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  moved  out  to  Kansas,  where  he  be- 
came engaged  in  farming.  He  was  also  a tanner, 
having  learned  the  trade  from  his  father.  He 
married  Catharine  Witmer,  daughter  of  George 
Witmer,  and  they  had  two  sons,  Joseph  and  Ben- 
.jamin,  the  former  of  whom  is  now  a business  man 
in  Kansas.  Benjamin  left  home  and  has  never 
-since  been  heard  from. 

Jacob  Dreibelbis,  t-he  third  son  of  Isaac,  the 
pioneer  in  Xorthumberland  county,  was  born  Sept. 
1,  1820.  He  learned  the  trade  of  saddler  and 
became  an  expert  in  that  line,  following  the  busi- 
ness at  Georgetown  for  nineteen  years,  after  which 
he  farmed  in  Lower  IMahanoy  township  besides 
working  at  his  trade.  The  horse  collars  he  made 
were  quite  famous,  and  there  was  a steady  de- 
■mand  for  them,  some  of  his  orders  coming  from 
a considerable  distance.  His  farm  consisted  of 
seventy-four  acres.  He  stood  five  feet,  seven  and 
-a  half  inches,  and  was  a heavy-set  man,  weighing 
• over  two  hundred  pounds.  His  death  occurred 
Feb.  2,  1892,  and  he  and  his  family  are  buried 
at  Georgetown  (Dalmatia),  wKere  he,  like  his  fam- 
ily generally,  belonged  to  the  Eeformed  congre- 
gation ; his  wife  tvas  a Lutheran  member  of  that 
church.  Mr.  Dreibelbis’  first  marriage  was  to 
Catharine  "Wert,  who  was  born  IMarch  15.  1823, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Wert,  r/f  Killinger,  Dauphin 
county,  and  died  April  11,  1873.  They  had  a large 
family,  viz. ; Isaac,  of  Hcgins,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa., 
who  was  a saddler  by  trade;  Sarah,  wife  of  Peter 
Walt,  of  Dalmatia;  Frank  W. ; Catharine,  wife  of 
John  T.  Wert;  Jacob  W.,  a butcher,  of  Millers- 
burg.  Pa.;  Daniel,  who  lived  below  Matamora*. 
on  the  line  of  Dauphin  county,  and  was  killed 
while  hauling  railroad  ties;  i\rarv,  wife  of  John 
'■S.  Showcr.s,  of  Oriental,  Pa.  ; (fharlcs,  of  Killinger, 


in  tlie  Lykens  Valley,  Pa.;  and  Emma,  udfo  of 
Joseph  Bingarnan,  of  Dalmatia.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Dreibelbis  married  Wilhelmina  Portzline, 
of  Oriental,  Pa.,  who  was  born  in  18-10,  and  died 
in  1888.  She  became  the  mother  of  two  children: 
William  II.,  of  Stone  Valley  ; and  Gertie,  who  mar- 
ried Calvin  Strasser,  of  Oriental,  Pennsylvania. 

Frank  W.  Dreibelbis,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in 
1850  at  Georgetown,  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township, 
ami  is  engaged  at  present  in  farming  in  that  town- 
ship. When  less  than  nineteen  years  old  he  learned 
the  milling  business,  which  he  followed  for  six 
years.  In  1881  he  began  farming  at  his  present 
location,  having  a tract  of  115  acres,  some  of 
which  is  woodland.  There  is  some  limestone  on 
this  land.  Mr.  Dreibelbis  is  a Eepublican  in  pol- 
itics, and  since  1899  has  been  overseer  of  the  poor 
in  his  district.'  He  is  a Eeformed  member  of  the 
Dalmatia  Church,  of  which  he  was  deacon  seven 
years  and  elder  four  years. 

In  1871  ilr.  Dreibelbis  married  Lizzie  Philips, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  (Philips)  Phil- 
ips, and  they  have  had  these  children:  Jacob  F., 
who  lives  in  Little  Mahanoy  township;  Malinda, 
wife  of  John  H.  Bohner,  of  Elizabethville,  Pa.; 
Katie,  wife  of  William  Koppenhaver,  of  Malta, 
Pa.;  and  Lubin.L.,  who  is  a butcher  at  Dalmatia. 

Jacob  F.  Dreibelbis,  son  of  Frank  W.,  was  born 
June  20,  1875,  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life.  For  five  years  he  followed  butchering, 
four  years  at  Hickory  Corners  and  one  year  at 
his  present  location,  in  Little  iMahanoy  township, 
to  which  he  moved  in  the  spring  of  1908,  when  he 
purchased  the  place.  This  was  an  old  Dunkel- 
berger  homestead,  later  owned  by  Samuel  Long, 
and  Mr.  Dreibelbis  purchased  it  from  Silas  Hensyl. 
The  tract  comprises  about  160  acres.  100  acres  of 
which  have  been  cleared.  The  land  is  valuable, 
and  there  are  a number  of  substantial  improve- 
ments, including  a large  brick  house.  The  water 
supply  is  as  good  as  any  in  the  State,  both  in  re- 
gard to  quality  and  quantity,  and  in  1910  Mr. 
Dreibelbis  made  a notable  improvement  on  his 
place  when  he  had  the  water  juped  from  Trevor- 
ton  Mountain  to  his  home,  both  house  and  barn 
being  now -supplied  with  running  water;  this  is 
what  is  known  as  red  shell  or  gravel  water,  and 
is  always  pure  and  fresh.  He  has  a complete 
farm  stock,  modern  machinery,  and  all  the  facili- 
ties for  carrying  on  his  work  in  the  most  sys- 
tematic and  up-to-date  manner.  Ijcing  one  of  the 
intelligent  and  progressive  men  of  his  neighbor- 
hood. 

In  September.  1903.  Mr.  Dreibelbis  married 
IMary  A.  Ko])])enhaver,  daughter  of  John  Koppen- 
haver,  and  three  children  have  been  iKU'n  to  them; 
ilabel  Grace.  Helen  Irene  and  Ijcah  Elizabeth. 
He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Eeformed 
congregation  at  St.  Peter's  Church,  IMahanoy.  In 
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politics  he  is  a Hepublican,  and  he  has  served  as 
election  inspector. 

REBUCK.  'The  name  of  Rebuck  is  perpetuated 
in  Xorthumherland  county  in  the  post  office  Re- 
buck, named  after  one  of  the  members  of  this  fami- 
ly its  representatives  are  numerous  and  among 
the  most  respected  residents  of  their  section — 
Washington  townsliip  and  the  surrounding  terri- 
tory. According  to  tradition  the  first  ancestor 
of  the  family  in  this  country  was  from  the  Ger- 
man Palatinate  and  came  to  America  to  avoid 
service  in  the  war  then  being  waged  in  his  native 
land.  The  older  members  of  the  family  say  that 
his  name  was  Schaffer,  but  tliat  he  assumed  the 
name  Rebuck  to  prevent  his  being  traced  and 
taken  back  to  the  Fatherland,  where  punishment 
for  such  an  offense  as  Ids  was  severe.  This  pioneer 
ancestor  was  known  in  the  Xew  World  by  the  name 
John  Adam  Rebuck.  Pie  first  located  in  Berks 
county,  whence  he  came  to  Xorthumherland  coun- 
ty, settling  in  Jackson  township,  in  that  part  now 
embraced  in  Washington  township.  There  is  the 
old-established  business  stand,  now  for  many  years 
conducted  and  owned  by  the  Kehres  family,  where 
the  postoffice  and  hamlet  -of  Rebuck  are  located. 
The  hamlet  contains  about  a dozen  dwellings.  The 
pioneer  was  a farmer.  Among  his  children  were 
Valentine,  John  Adam,  Jr.,  and  Michael.  Of 
these,-  Valentine  Rebuck  in  1778  was  among  the 
taxables  ofAIahanoy  township,  which  then  included 
considerable  territory  in  the  lower  end  of  the 
county. 

Michael  Rebuck,  son  of  John  Adam,  the  pioneer, 
was  born  July  IP,  1769,  and  died  Oct.  7,  1853, 
wdien  over  eighty-three  years  of  age.  He  lived  on 
Greenbrier  creek,  in  Washington  townslup,  and  was 
an  extensive  farmer,  following  agricultural  pur- 
suits all  his  life.  He  had  a tract  of  163  acres 
which  is  still  in  the  family  name,  being  now  owned 
by  his  grandson,  John  Rebuck.  He  built  the 
barn  still  standing  on  that  property,  and  also  a 
small  dwelling-house.  He  was  a Reformed  mem- 
ber of  the  Himrnel  Church.  His  wife,  Catharine 
(Reis),  born  Aug.  31,  1775,  died  Xov.  7.  1858. 
Their  children  were:  Bevvy,  who  married  Peter 
PArster;  and  Godfried,  called  “Big  Godfried.” 

Godfried  Rebuck,  son  of  IMichael,  was  born  July 
38,  1798,  and  died  l\Iav  39,  1875.  He  was  a tall, 
heavy  man,  with  dark  hair,  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  owned  much  land,  living  on  the  Green- 
brier homestead  of  the  Rebuck  family.  He  and 
his  family  worshi[tped  with  the  Rcformoil  congre- 
gation at  the  Himrnel  Church,  and  they  are  buried 
there.  His  wife,  Catharine  (Wagner),  born  March 
36,  1801,  died  June  JO,  1860.  They  had  children 
as  follows:  Salome  married  Jhhn  Schretller;  Dan- 
iel W.  is  mentioned  below;  Catharine  married 
Harry  Rebuck:  Hannah  married  John  W'entzel; 
Polly  married  Peter  Snyder  and  (second)  Henry 


Herb;  Lydia  married  Ihiilip  Reitz;  Harrison  was 
born  July  13,  1831;  Jacob,  born  in  1837,  died 
unriiarried,  in  1855  ; John,  born  in  1839,  died  un- 
married, in  1861;  Sarah  married  John  Kietfer  and 
(second)  Jacob  Reber.  Of  this  family,  Harrison 
was  a farmer  during  his  active  years,  and  now  lives 
at  Herndon,  Pa.,  with  his  son  J.  Wilson  Rebuck. 
During  the  Civil  war  he  was  in  the  Union  service 
as  a member  of  Company  K,  173d  Regiment,  for 
nine  months.  He  married  Elizabeth  P’aul,  who 
died  in  Septendier,  190P,  in  her  seventy-second 
year,  and  they  had  children ; John,  James,  Elmira 
L.,  Au^istus,  J.  Wilson  and  Reilly. 

Daniel  Wh  Rebuck,  son  of  Godfried  and  Cathar- 
ine (Wagner)  Rebuck,  was  born  on  the  Green- 
brier homestead  in  Washington  township.  Though 
he  owned  considerable  land,  he  followed  his  trade 
of  shoemaker  principally,  leaving  the  cultivation 
of  the  farm  to  his  children.  He  made  many  new 
shoes  and  did  repairing,  and  his  sons  also  took  up 
the  trade.  His  farm  at  one  time  consisted  of 
nearly  three  hundred  acres.  A tall,  heavy  and 
strong  man,  he  was  thrifty  and  industrious,  and 
brought  his  children  up  in  the  same  way.  He  was 
a regular  attendant  of  the  Hinimel  Church,  many 
members  of  the  Rebuck  family  belonging  to  the 
Reformed  congTegation  there,  and  held'  various 
offices  in  that  church.  His  wife,  Lydia  (Help), 
daughter  of  George  and  Maricha  (Thomas)  Delp, 
bore  him  children  as  follows:  Cassie.  a widow,  who 
has  been  twice  married,  lirst  to  Joseph  Hepler 
and  later  to  George  Wolfgang;  Charles,  who  died 
aged  twenty-one  years;  iiary,  who  died  when 
twenty  years  old;  Joel;  Lydia;  Plliza,  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Zartman ; Elsworth  ; Daniel,  deceased  ; and 
John.  All  the  surviving  members  of  this  family 
iive  in  Washington  township. 

Joel  Rebl^ck,  son  of  Daniel  W.,  was  born  Sept. 
8,  185-1,  on  one  of  the  Rebuck  homesteads,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  remaining  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  He  was 
twenty-four  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  two 
years  later  began  farming  on  a fifty-acre  tract 
in  Washington  township,  wliere  lie  lived  for  two 
years.  Thence  he  moved  to  another  farm  in  the 
same  township,  the  Elias  Lahr  place,  where  he 
lived  until  1901.  For  the  next  two  years  his 
home  was  at  Trevorton,  from  which  place  he  re- 
turned to  the  farm  for  three  years,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  lie  moved  to  his  present  place,  where 
he  has  reside.l  since  1906.  He  has  110  acres  of 
good  land,  which  is  now  cultivated  by  his  son 
tVilliam.  The  large  stone  house  on  this  prop- 
erty was  built  in  1833  and  remodeled  in  1904. 
ilr.  Rebuck  has  been  an  active  and  u.«eful  member 
of  Ids  community,  and  has  served  as  supervisor 
and  school  director  of  Wa.slungton  township,  hold- 
ing the  latter  office  nine  years.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics.  He  and  his  family  attend  re- 
ligious worship  at  the  Himmel  Church,  where  he 
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has  held  all  the  olFices  and  done  his  share  of  the 
work.  Mr.  Eebuck  has  the  old  German  family 
Bible  which  his  emigrant  ancestor  brought  from 
the  old  country,  and  whicii  contains  an  inscrip- 
tion specifying  that  it  shall  never  be  sold,  but 
descend  from  the  oldest  to  the  next  oldest  of  the 
family,  always  remaining  in  the  Bebuek  name.  It 
bears  the  date  1748,  and  is  highly  prized  by  the 
family. 

In  1874  l\Ir.  Rebuck  married  Amanda  Lahr, 
daughter  of  Elias  and  Polly  (Snyder)  Lahr,  of 
Herndon,  Pa.,  and  they  have  had  a family  of 
eight  children:  Ida,  who  married  Frank  Klock, 
after  his  decease  becoming  the  wife  of  William 
Reitz;  Emma,  who  married  Roy  Snyder;  Daniel; 
William  E. ; Agnes,  who  married  Anthony  Heath ; 
Gertie,  who  married  Daniel  Dubendorf ; a son  that 
died  in  infancy;  and  Charles. 


John  Adam  Rebuck,  Jr.,  son  of  John  Adam 
the,  pioneer,  l)orn  July  8,  1763,  died  in  Upper 
Mahanoy  township  (of  which  Washington  was  tlien 
a part)  June  15,  1835.  He  made  his  last  will 
and  testament  Sept.  'iS,  1831,  and  it  was  entered 
for  probate  June  23,  1835.  Tlie  executors  were 
his  sons  John  and  Godfried.  The  will  is  on  rec- 
ord in  the  courthouse  at  Sunbury,  in  Book  3,  page 
202.  The  wife  it  appears  had  died  previously. 
The  records  show  Maria  (Haubt),  wife  of  Adam 
Rebuck,  born  Jan.  20,  1763,  died  July  29,  1830. 
The  following  were  his  children:  John,  Adam,  Con- 
rad, Henry,  Peter,  Michael,  Maria  (married  Jacob 
Robeuhover),  Frederick,  Godfried,  Jonas  and 
Leonard.  Xine  of  the  sons  grew  to  manhood  and 
reared  families.  The  son  Godfried  was  called 
“Little  Godfried.”  and  had  a son  Godfried  who 
because  of  his  red  hair  was  known  as  “Red  God- 
fried.” 

Henry  Rebuck,  one  of  the  sons  of  John  Adam 
RebucU  Jr.,  was  born  May  24,  1790,  and  died 
Oct.  17,  1867.  He  lived  and  died  in  Washington 
township,  and  he  and  his  family  are  buried  at 
the  Himmel  Church,  of  which  they  were  Luth- 
eran members.  He  owned  a tract  of  seventy  acres 
about  one  mile  south  of  that  church,  his  home 
place,  and  another  tract  of  forty-five  acres  in  the 
same  township.  “Henner”  Rebuck,  as  he  was 
known,  married  Anna  Maria  Brosius,  who  was 
born  May  10,  1795,  and  died  Jan.  13,  1869.  They 
had  hvo  sons,  Peter  and  Elias,  both  of  whom  were 
i'armers  in  Washington  township.  The  latter  had 
the  following  children:  Henry;  John;  Susanna, 
who  married  William  Krissinger;  and  Maria,  who 
married  Luther  Pebuck. 

Peter  Rebuck,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  iMay  10, 
1815.  in  Washington  township,  and  died  iMarch 
19,  1858,  in  the  prime  of  life.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Himmel  Church,  where  he  is  buried. 
By  occupation  he  was  a farmer,  owning  the  place 
of  118  ac  res  now  owned  bv  Ids  sou  I-aac.  1 1 is 


wife,  Catharine  Eerster,  daughter  of  iMichael  Fers- 
ter,  was  born  Xov.  23,  1818,  and  died  June  23, 
1881.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Benjamin, 
who  never  married;  Samuel;  Isaac,  of  Washington 
township;  Daiuel,  born  in  1851,  who  died  in  1870; 
and  Joseph,  of  Washington  township. 

Samuel  Rebuck,  son  of  Peter,  born  on  his 
fathers  farm  in  AVashington  township  Aug.  3, 
1845,  obtained  such  education  as  the  subscription 
schools  which  flourished  in  his  boyhood  afforded. 
He  has  always  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
began  farming  for  himself  on  his  fathers  place 
of  about  120  acres,  living  there  from  1860  until 
1895,  when  he  removed  to  his  present  home.  It 
is  a ninety-six-acre  tract  situated  between  ilaha- 
noy  and  Rebuck,  and  was  formerly  the  Michael 
Smith  farm.  Air.  Rebuck  lias  enlarged  the  barn, 
remodeled  the'house,  and  beautified  his, surroand- 
ings  in  many  ways  during  his  ownership  of  the 
place,  which  is  nicely  situated  and  shows  the  mod- 
ern methods  which  he  has  employed  in  the  man- 
agement. In  1873  Air.  Rebuck  married  Dinah 
Reitz,  daughter  of  Dayid  Reitz,  and  they  had  the 
following  ciiildren : Alice,  who  is  deceased;  Janies; 
and  Alorris,  a farmer,  living  with  his  father.  On 
Sept.  17,  1886,  Air.  Rebuck  married  (second) 
Katie  Reitz,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Alary  (Het- 
rich)  Reitz.  Xo  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union.  Air.  Rebuck  and  his  family  are  Lutheran 
members  of  the  Himmel  Church. 

Alichael  Reitz,  grandfather  of  Airs.  Samuel  Re- 
buck, Avas  a farmer,  and  lived  a half  mile  north 
of  Himmers  Church.  He  married  Lena  Eister, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows : Peter,  Abraham, 
DaA'id,  Leonard,  Jonas  and  Christiana. 

Peter  Reitz,  son  of  Alichael,  had  a family  of  five 
children:  John,  Samuel,  Louisa,  Katie  (Airs.  Sam- 
uel Rebuck)  and  Henry. 


Peter  Rebuck,  one  of  the  sons  of  John  Adam 
Rebuck,  Jr.,  was  a native  of  Washington  town- 
ship. l)orn  Jan.  12,  1794,  and  died  Alarch  21.  1857. 
He  is  buried  at  St.  Peters  (Krebs)  Church,  near 
which  he  lived,  owning  the  farm  which  now  be- 
longs to -the  Diener  Estate,  a tract  of  about  sixty 
acres.  There  he  lived  and  died.  He  was  twice 
married,  his  second  Avife  being  Eve  Groh,  Avho 
is  buried  at  AYlley  Yiew  Church.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  folloAvs : Susanna,  Helena,  Lovina,  and 
Peter. 

Peter  Rebuck.  son  of  Peter,  Avas  born  Alarch  4, 
1829,  in  AVashington  toAvnship,  and  Avas  a lifelong 
fanner,  OAvning  the  property  in  that  toAvnship 
Avhich  noAv  belongs  to  Benjamin  Stepp.  He  also 
followed  carpentering,  and  Avas  active  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  cmnmunitv  as  Avell  as  in  his  oavii  busi- 
ness. He  Avas  a Democrat  in  politics  and  served 
as  supervisor.  His  death  occurred  Alarch  9,  1875, 
and  he  is  Intried  at  St.  T’eter’s  Church,  of  Avhich 
he  wa^  a Reformed  member.  His  first  Avife.  La'- 
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dia  (Ferster),  born  May  9,  1830;,  died  Feb.  8,  1870, 
•the  mother  of  six  children : Luther ; William ; 
Henry;  Samuel,  born  in  18G3,  who  died  in  1883; 
Mary,  who  niArried  William  Seiler,  of  ^ alley 
Yiew;  and  Harriet,  born  in  18G8,  who  died  in 
1870.  iMr.  Eebuck’s  second  marriage  was  to  Sus- 
:anna  Brown,  and  they  had  two  children:  John  and 
Lovina. 

Luther  Bebuck,  son  of  Peter  and  Lydia  (Fers- 
ter) Bebuck,  was  born  Feb.  D,  1855,  in  Wa.shing- 
ton  tow'nship,  and  was  educated  in  the  local  public 
schools.  When  sixteen  years  old  he  went  to  learn 
the  carpenter, s trade  with  one  Joseph  Brosius. 
Subsequently  he  worked  a year  at  Hickory  Cor- 
ners, and  then  for  a number  of  years  was  employed 
in  the  lumber  districts  of  the  East.  For  seven 
years  he  followed  tinsmithing.  In  the.  spring  of 
1895  IMr.  Bebuck  returned  to  Washington  town- 
■ship,  where  he  has  since  follow'ed  farming,  own- 
ing a Bebuck  farm  which  formerly  belonged  to 
Elias  Bebuck,  and  which  came  to  him  through  mar- 
riage into  the  Beitz  family.  It  comprises  120 
acres.  On  July  17,  1902,  iMr.  Bebuck’s  barn  was 
destroyed  by  lightning,  together  with  the  entire 
year’s  crop,  entailing  a heavy  loss,  but  he  immedi- 
ately rebuilt;  putting  up  a good  barn  80  by  35 
feet.  Mr.  Bebuck  is  a man  of  intelligence,  and 
Broad  views,  his  varied  experiences  and  travel  in 
his  younger  manhood  having  made  him  familiar 
with  human  life  in  its  various  phases.  He  has 
.a  number  of  old  and  valualde  books,  and  an  old 
family  Bible  which  he  cherishes  greatly. 

On  March  7,  1895,  Mr.  Bebuck  married  Maria 
Bebuck,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Mary  (Beitz)  Be- 
huck,  and  granddaughter  of  Henry  Bebuck.  Their 
only  child  is  Sarah  Alice.  ^Ir.  Bebuck  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Beformed  Church. 

William  Bebuck,  brother  of  Luther  Bebuck, 
was  born  in  Washington  township  Xov.  27,  1856, 
•and  has  spent  all  his  life  in  the  same  district.  He 
was  reared  to  farming,  and  worked  as  a hired  man 
and  laborer  until  able  to  start  for  himself,  begin- 
ning farming  at  his  present  home  in  Washing- 
ton township  in  the  spring  of  1899.  His  farm 
of  eighty-one  acres,  an  old  Beitz  homestead,  was 
formerly  the  property  of  one  Jonathan  Beitz  and 
later  of  Daniel  Latsha.  l\Ir.  Bebuck  is  a Democrat, 
and  gave  several  years’  public  service  as  overseer 
of  the  poor  of  his  district.  He  and  his  family 
worship  with  the  Lutheran  congregation  of  the 
Himmel  Church. 

On  June  23,  1887,  Jlr.  Bebuck  married  ^lary 
Amelia  Beitz,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
(Beitz)  Beitz  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel  Beitz 
(who  lived  where  Luther  Bebuck  is  now  located) 
and  of  Philip  Beitz  (who  lived  at  the  present 
home  of  Cornelius  Adams).  IMr.  and  iMrs.  Bebuck 
have  four  children:  Lydia  A.,  Harvey  E.,  Ida  ,L. 
and  Gertie  M. 


L.  J.  CIIA^IBERLAIX,  of  Shamokin,  repre-' 
sents  in  his  business  interests  the  new  order  of 
amusements — a phase  of  the  life  of  the  community 
which  has  come  into  existence  but  recently,  and 
made  possible  only  by  the  wonderful  advances  in 
the  science  of  photography  accomplished  within 
the  last  few  years.  He  has  the  distinction  of 
being  the  pioneer  in  the  motion  picture  business 
in  this  section,  and  is  at  present  the  proprietor 
of  two  motion  picture  shows  in  Xorthumberland 
county,  one  at  Mount  Carmel  and  one  at  Shamo- 
kin. By  enterprising  methods  and  up-to-date  serv- 
ice he  has  gained  a large  circle  of  regular  pa- 
trons in  both  places,  where  his  appeal  to  the  best 
popular  taste  has  likewise  established  him  firmly 
in  the  good  will  of  the  citizens  generally. 

Mr.  (?hamberlain  was  born  in  187J  at  Lock 
Haven,  Clinton  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  'William  and  Mary 
(Bottorf)  Chamberlain,  both  of  whom  are  deceased. 
His  father  was  also  a native  of  that  place,  and 
lived  and  died  there.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
"William  Chamberlain  enlisted  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war,  hecoming  a member  of  Company  F, 
1st  Begiment  of  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Vol- 
unteers, with  which  he  served  faithfully.  Mr.  and 
IMrs.  William  Chamberlain  had  a family  of  five 
children,  Harry,  Bert,  Xora,  Floy  and  L.  J. 

L.  J.  Chamberlain  attended  school  at  Lock  Ha- 
ven and  was  particularly  well  educated  in  music, 
to  which  he  has  devoted  his  prineijial  attention. 
He  entered  the  amusement  business  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  in  the  capacity  of  musician  with  travel- 
ing organizations,  and  within  a few  years  was  at 
the  head  of  his  own  band,  known  as  “Chamber- 
lain’s All  American  Band,”  acting  as  director  and 
general  manager.  This  organization  toured  the 
country  successfully  with  the  stellar  attractions, 
also  filling  park  engagements,  etc.  He  also  trav- 
eled for  a while  in  company  with  his  brothers, 
under  the  name  of  Chamberlain  Brothers,  whose 
“Bailroad  Shows”  exhibited  for  a number  of  years 
in  vaudeville  houses  and  under  canvas.  At  that 
time  the  motion  picture  business  was  in  its  in- 
fancy. With  keen  foresight  of  the  possibilities  of 
motion  photography  Mr.  Chamberlain  turned  his 
attention  to  the  new  field,  and  for  a number  of 
years  e.xploited  traveling  organizations  of  that 
character.  On  Aug.  28,  1907.  in  company  with 
Capt.  J.  M.  Shindel,  he  opened  the  first  success- 
ful motion  picture  theatre  at , Mount  Carmel, 
known  as  The  Theatorium,  which  is  still  in  oper- 
ation, standing  high  in  tlie  local  public  favor. 
On  .\pril  28,  1!>08,  under  the  firm  name  of  Cham- 
berlain tk  Shindel,  they  opened  the  Theatorium 
motion  picture  house  at  Independence  and  Xinth 
streets,  Shamokin,  which  has  been  in  successful 
operation  since,  and  which,  indeed,  was  the  first 
place  of  the  kind  to  meet  with  success  in  the  bor- 
ough. It  has  the  reputation  of  being  the  most 
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popular  and  best  patronized  show  of  the  kind 
there,  and  the  latest  and  most  ingeniously  arranged 
films  are  shown,  the  entertainments  being  varied 
and  so  well  up  to  high  standards  that  the  audi- 
ences are  of  profitable  proportions  and  high  class. 
Chamberlain  & Shindel  acquired  e.vtensive  amuse- 
ment interests,  including  park,  vaudeville  and  mo- 
tion picture  theatres,  and  they  were  associated  un- 
til June,  1910,  when  Captain  Shindel  retired  from 
the  firm,  his  interests  being  purchased  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  who  has  since  been  sole  owner  of 
the  business.  In  April,  1911,  he  was  instrumental 
in  organizing  the  General  Amusement  Company, 
Incorporated,  of  which  he  is  president  and  general 
manager,  wliich  has  now  in  preparation  the  es- 
tablishing of  a chain  of  theatres  throughout  the 
country.  The  first  theatre  to  be  operated  by  the 
new  company  will  be  opened  at  Sunbury  Xov.  1st 
of  this  year ; it  will  have  a capacity  of  one  thou- 
sand, is  modern  in  every  particular,  and  consid- 
ered to  be  one  of  the  finest  houses  of  the  kind  in 
the  State. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  is  engaged  as  dealer  and  agent 
for  moving  picture  and  electrical  supplies  as  well 
as  promoter  and  operator  of  amusement  enterpris- 
es, maintaining  Ids  main  office' at  Xo.  819  Wash- 
ington street  in  the  borough  of  Shamokin.  Thor- 
oughly experienced  in  all  branches  of  the  business, 
he  has  catered  successfully  to  the  wants  of  the 
amusement  loUng  public,  and  has  made  a perma- 
nent place  for  -himself  and  his  enterprises  in  his 
home  community  and  among  his  fellow  citizens 
at  large. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  married  Blanche  Custard,  of 
Lock  Haven,  and  they  have  one  son,  Boyd  D.  The 
family  are  Methodists  in  religious  connection.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  is  a member  of  Shamokin  Lodge  of 
Elks,  Xo.  3.J.J : of  Aerie  Xo.  560,  F.  0.  E.,  of 
Lock  Haven ; of  Lodge  Xo.  144,  K.  of  P.,  and  of 
the  ilaccabees. 

ALBERT  HACEEXBEBG,  a retired  citizen  of 
Point  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  was  born 
April  5,  1835,  at  Ereeburg,  Snyder  Co.,  Pa.,  son 
of  Jesse  Hackenberg  and  grandson  of  Peter  Hack- 
enberg. 

Peter  Hackenberg  was  a native  of  Germany. 
Coming  to  America  when  quite  young  he  settled 
at  Ereeburg.  Snyder  Co.,  Pa.,  and  followed  farm- 
ing during  his  active  years,  retiring  a number  of 
years- before  bis  death,  which  occurred  about  1845, 
when  he  was  advanced  in  vears.  He  had  ])rospered 
in  his  agricultural  operations,  and  was  a substan- 
tial citizen,  nwrfing  several  farms.  For  some  years 
he  served  as  a justice  of  the  peace  of  'Washington 
township,  Snyder  county.  He  was  a member  of 
the  German  Kefonned  Church,  and  is  buried  at 
Ereeburg.  To  him  and  his  wife  Susanna  (Shaf- 
fer) were  Ijorn  six  sons  and  four  daughters:  Han- 
nah, who  married  Mr.  Ballict;  i\trs.  Samuel  Shel- 


ler;  Mrs.  Jacob  Straub;  Mrs.  Samuel  Sceller; 
Jesse;  Peter  L.,  who  lived  at  McEwensville,  Pa., 
later  moved  to  Michigan,  and  returning  to  Penn- 
sylvania settled  at  Milton  in  1861  (he  married 
Mary  E.  Hood)  ; Jacob,  wiio  lived  in  Center  coun- 
t}'.  Pa. ; Daniel,  who  lived  in  Center  county.  Pa. ; 
Samuel,  who  was  killed  in  the  ^Mexican  war  ; and 
John,  who  died  at  Xew  Berlin,  Pennsylvania. 

Jesse  Hackenberg  was  horn  about  1816  at  Free- 
burg,  Pa.,  luit  for  many  years  he  lived  at  Xorth- 
umberland, Xorthumberland  county,  where  he  died 
and  is  buried.  His  death  occurred  in  Xovember, 
1887,  when  he  was  past  seventy  years  of  age.  B_y 
occupation  he  was  a carpenter.  He  was  a member 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  His  wife  was  Susanna 
Xagel,  and  they  had  a family  of  twelve  children: 
Jacob,  Daniel,  Jesse,  AU)ert,  Susanna,  Mary,  Han- 
nah, Betsy,  Amelia,  Catharine,  Deborah  and 
David. 

Albert  Hackenberg  attended  school  for  a few 
months  in  the  winter  season  during  his  boyhood, 
and  was  reared  to  the  practical  work  of  farming, 
which  he  has  followed  practically  all  his  life.  For 
a few  years,  however,  he  was  at  iMontandon,  this 
county,  where  he  kept  a grocery  store,  and  where 
for  about  half  a year  he  was  associated  with  his 
hrother-in-law,  Samuel  Fry,  in  general  merchan- 
dising. He  came  to  Point  township  in  1847,  and 
with  the  exception  of  his  brief  stay  at  Montan- 
don  continued  to  live  in  that  section  until  1897, 
in  whicli  year  he  moved  to  Xorthumberland  bor- 
ough. There  he  made  his  home  until  1908,  when 
he  returned  to  his  farm  in  Point  township,  which 
is  a valuable  tract  of  fifty-three  acres,  in  the  form 
of  a square.  He  has  a most  desirable  home,  hav- 
ing l)uilt  a new  house  upon  the  propert3^  for 
which  he  paid  $8,500.  Mr.  Hackenberg  has  served 
his  township  eleven  3’ears  in  the  office  of  super- 
visor, and  he  is  regarded  as  a valuable  citizen,  a 
man  deserving  of  the  esteem  and  good  opinion 
of  his  neighbors.  He  is  a Republican  on  political 
questions.  He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church  at 
Xorthumberland,  with  which  his  family  also  unite, 
and  served  as  a member  of  the  church  council. 
He  has  been  a director  of  the  Xorthumberland 
Cemetery  Company  for  twenty-one  3'ears.  and 
served  as.  president  of  the  board  for  six  years  of 
this  period. 

On  Xov.  28,  1858,  Mr.  Hackenberg  married  Ma- 
ria Brouse,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catharine 
( Knouse)  Brouse.  who  lived  in  Point  township, 
and  granddaughter  of  Henry  Brouse,  who  came 
from  Germany.  iMrs.  Hackenbt,u-g's  maternal 
grandfathor,  Abraham  Ivnouse,  lived  near  Kratz- 
erville,  Snyder  countv.  iMr.  and  Mrs.  Hacken- 
berg have  had  two  children;  Alice  S.  married 
Charles  Ertley  and  they  live  at  Xorthumberland; 
Harvey  Edward,  who  lives  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  mar- 
ried Tazzie  iMiller  (by  whom  he  had  one  child, 
Harvey  J.  A.)  and  (second)  x\.unie  Lawrence. 
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STAIIL.  Tliere  are  two  branelies  of  the  Stahl 
family  in  X^orthurn’oerlaml  county  who^e  progen- 
itors came  hither  from  X’orthampton  county,  the 
descendants  of  ‘John  and  Adam  Stahl.  As  the 
former  lived  in  Xorthampton  coutity  for  some  time 
before  removing  to  this  county,  and  as  the  latter 
was  a native  of  that  county,  it  is  possible  they 
were  related,  though  the  present  records  do  not 
establish  the  fact. 

' John  Stahl,  a native  of  Germany,  born  Aug. 
18,  1741,  came  to  America  when  a young  man, 
and  lived  for  some  yeais  in  Xorthampton  county. 
Pa.  He  was  one  of  many  signers  of  a petition 
addressed  to  the  Honorable  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsyhania  relative  to  c-onliicting  civil 
and  military  laws  then  existing.  The  petitioners 
were  'from  Xorthampton  county,  which  was  the 
early  home  of  John  Stahl  in  this  countrv,  as  stated, 
and  the  same  volume  of  the  Pennsylvania  Archives 
in  whidi  the  f(jregoing  is  recorded  shows  (page 
190)  that  he  was  captain  of  the  6th  Conpianv  of 
the  ’2d  Battalion  from  Xorthampton  county;  (page 
•359)  that  he  was  captain  of  the  5th  Company, 
Associators,  of  IMilitia  of  X'orthampton  county, 
which  was  part  of  the  4th  Battalion  from  Sept. 
18  to  Xov.  18,  1780;  (page  .'29)  that  he  was  sec- 
ond lieutenant  of  Capt.  John  Koherts’  5th  Com- 
pany, 1st  Battalion  of  Xorthampton  county  iMil- 
itia.  In  Yolnme  IV,  page  349,  John  Stahl,  cap- 
tain, is  mentioneil  among  soldiers  of  the  Conti- 
nental Line  who  received  depreciation  pay;  in  Vol- 
ume VI,  page  8,  he  is  mentioned  in  the  muster 
roll  of  Cumberland  county  militia,  in  1777,  as  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Askey’s  Company.  It  is  known  that 
he  served  as  quartermaster  and  recruiting  officer, 
was  with  the  army  at  Valley  Forge  during  the 
memorable  Avinter  of  hardship  and  at  the  cross- 
ing of  the  Delaware,  Christmas  night,  1776.  Being 
a skilled  mechanic,  a gun  and  blacksmith,  his  serv- 
ices were  often  valuable  in  repairing  implements 
of  war  during  the  Pevolution,  and  he  had  as  many 
as  twenty  men  working  under  him  at  one  time, 
engaged  in  making  guns  for  use  in  that  war.  His 
sou.  Philip  had  one  of  these  guns.  After  the  war 
he  (having  already  married)  moved  to  Xorthum- 
berland  county.  Pa.,  wliere  he  took  up  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  evhat  is  now  Lewis  (then  Turbut) 
township.  He  died  Feb.  '27,  1S0<),  and  is  burieJl  in 
the  old  Fullmer  Church  graveyard.  His  Avife, 
Elizabeth,  horn  in  1716,  died  in  September.  183’2. 
They  Avere  the  parents  of  the  following  children 
of  whom  Ave  have  record;  Jacnb*  born  Feb.  16, 
1776,  Ayho  died  Sept.  3,  1796;  Johann  Philip, 
born  Dec.  17,  1781,  avIio  died  March  '24.  1S3'2; 
and  John  George,  born  June  11,  1791.  who  died 
Aug.  4,  IS’20.  The  son  John  settled  in  Xiagara 
county,  X"ew  York. 

Johann  Pldlij)  Stahl,  son  of  John,  born  Dec. 
17,  1781,  in  X^orthamydon  countv.  Pa..  Avas  a life- 
long farmer,  and  died  in  1832.  He  came  to  Xorth- 


umberland  county  with  his  father  after  the  Bevo- 
lutionary  Avar,  and  he  eA'entually  olitained  part  of 
the  four  liundred  acres  his  father  took  up,  his 
tract  containing  115  acres,  now  owned  by  Charles 
F.  Rovenolt.  He  farmed  and  folloAved  black- 
smithing.  He  Avas  a meml)er  of  the  Peformed 
Churcli,  and  he  and  his  father  Avere  among  the 
organizers  of  tlie  Paradise  Union  Church,  among 
the  first  officers  ot  the  congregation  and  among  its 
leading  mem.bers  ever  afterwanl.  In  Xorthumber- 
land  countv  he  married  Elizabetii  B.  Eshbacli,  Avho 
Avas  born  Dec.  15,  1716,  daughter  of  Johannes 
Eshbacli  (1747-1815)  and  his  Avife  Catharine 
(1719-1831).  Mrs.  Stahl  died  iMarch  9,  1844,  the 
mother  of  the  folloAving  children;  Thomas  died 
young;  IVilliam  dieil  in  infancy;  George  is  men- 
tioned beloAV ; Mary  married  Henry,  Hill  and  died 
A\dien  over  eighty  years  old : Elizabeth,  born  March 
9,  1811,  died  March  17,  1844;  Catharine,  born 
Oct.  11,  1816,  died  May  10,  1844,  unmarried; 
Sarah  married  Samuel  Stahl  and  died  about  one 
year  after  her  marriage. 

George  Stahl,  son  of  Johann  Philip,  Avas  horn 
on  the  farm  Avhere  lie  afterward  made  his  home, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  local  public 
schcKds.  Though  his  advantages  Avere  limited,  he 
received  a practical  foundation  and  being  an  in- 
telligent man  became  Avell  informed.  He  folloAved 
farming  all  his  life,  dying  at  his  old  home  in 
1894,  and  the  present  set  of  buildings  on  tlie  place 
Avere  put  up  by  him.  He  was  quite  active  in  the 
atfairs  of  his  day,  being  a supporter  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  in  political  matters  and  a member 
of  the  Reformed  Church  on  religious  questions. 
He  served  in  the  State  militia,  in  Aihicli  he  Avas 
orderly  sergeant;  served  six  years  as  school  di- 
rector, Avas  supervisor  and  toAvnship  treasurer,  and 
a useful  man  generally  in  his  community.  He 
was  an  earnest  Avorker  in  the  Paradise  Church, 
serving  as  deacon,  elder  and  trustee,  and  Avas  a 
man  of  high  Christian  character,  respected  by  all 
Avho  kncAV  him.  His  grandfather,  John  Stahl,  in 
company  Avith  IMichael  Koons  and  John  DeitTen- 
bacher,  had  purchased  two  acres  of  ground  from 
John  Christ  for  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds,  and 
on  that  plot  the  first  church  of  the  congregation 
Avas  erected  in  1808. 

On  May  2,  1843,  IMr.  Stahl  married  Eliza- 
beth Deshler,  Avho  Avas  b<Arn  in  Xorthampton  co\in- 
ty  Sept.  ’26,  1817,  daughter  of  Jacob  Deshler,  of 
Xorthampton  county,  Avho  came  to  Xorthumber- 
land  county  in  the  early  thirties;  his  Avife  Avas 
a IIoAver.  Mrs.  Staid  died  Jan.  16,  1860.  She 
and  her  husband  had  the  folloAving  named  chil- 
dren; "William  J.,  of  Union  county.  Pa.,  aaIio  mar- 
ried Sarah  IVatt  and  lunl  tAvo  children,  one  being 
EdAvin  (living  in  Indiana);  Thomas  P..  unmar- 
ried, Avho  lives  at  McEAA-ensville,  Pa.;  Marv  E., 
unmarried,  of  Aaronsluirg,  Pa.;  Levi  H. : EdAvin 
0.,  born  Jlarch  4,  1S50,  of  iMcEAvensville,  Avh.o 
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married  ^lary  A.  Mengis  (born  June  '^1,  18(51, 
died  Dec.  9,  1895)  and  bad  four  children;  John 
().,  who  died  in  18(5'2,  aged  eleven  years,  and  David 
F.,  who  died  in  186A  aged  nine  years,  both  dying 
of  diphtheria ; and  Oeorge  Calvin. 

Lkvi  H.  STAttL  was  horn  March  5,  1819,  on 
the  Stahl  homestead  in  what  was  Turbut  town- 
ship. and  received  his  education  in  the  old  sub- 
scription schools  of  the  locality.  He  was  an  en- 
thusiastic. student,  took  a leading  'part  in  the  old- 
fashioned  spelling  bees  of  the  day,  and  by  steady 
application  improved  himself  materially.  He 
served  as  a supply  teacher  in  his  neighborhood. 
He  was  reared  to  farming  and  also  acquired  a 
practical  knowledge  of  wood  working.  In  1888 
Mr.  Stahl  went  to  farming  on  his  own  account  in 
Delaware  township,  on  one  of  his  wife’s  grand- 
father’s farms,  living  there  for  three  years,  since 
w’hen  he  has  heen  a farmer  in  Lewis  township. 
In  1908  he  settled  at  his  present  home,  a farm 
of  100  acres  formerly  the  homestead  of  Samuel 
Menges  who  settled  there  in  1832  and  made  his 
home  there  until  1811.  Dir.  Meng^^s  then  moved 
to  an  adjoining  farm,  to  the  east,  where  he  died. 
Many  Indian  relics  have  been  found  on  Mr. 
Stahl’s  place,  among  them  two  Indian  mills  of 
which  he  has  retaine<l  possession.  He  is  serving 
at  present  as  one  of  the  auditors  of  his  township, 
and  was  a member  of  the  road  board  when  the 
new  law  came  into  existence.  Politically  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  he  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  at  Turbutville,  to  which  his  fam- 
ily also  belong ; he  has  been  a member  of  the 
church  council  since  1898. 

In  1881  Mr.  Stahl  married  Kate  L.  Menges, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Diary  (Smith)  DIenges,  and 
they  have  had  four  children:  Xellie,  who  is  mar- 

ried to  Oliver  Ilissel  and  has  three  children,  Edith 
L.,  Lee  F.  and  Dlyroii  L. ; Eamah  T. ; Eosa  E.; 
and  Frank  P. 


Adam  Stahl,  a native  of  Xorthampton  county, 
Pa.,  became  a pioneer  settler  in  L^nion  county,  this 
State,  in  that  part  now  embraced  in  Snyder  coun- 
ty. He  had  a farm  in  Union  township,  three  miles 
west  of  Port  Treverton,  near  Reiser’s  Church,  and 
besides  farming  distilled  applejack  and  rye  whis- 
key. He  died  at  an  advanced  age,  late  in  the  fif- 
ties, and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Reiser's 
Church.  He  and  his  wife  were  Lutherans  in  re- 
ligious faith.  He  is  remembered  as  a venerable 
old  man,  with  long  white  hair  hanging  down  over 
his  shoulders.  His  children  were:  Benjamin  and 
Jacol),  both  of  whom  settled  in  Ohio;  Daniel,  who 
settled  on  the  homestead  farm;  Frederick,  who  set- 
tled on  a farm  atljoining  the  homestead  ; John, 
who  settled  on  a farm  adjoining  the  homestead; 
Mrs.  Jacob  Sholly;  DIrs.  Dieter  Heintzleman;  and 
Mrs.  Simon  Sholly. 

John  Stahl,  son  of  Adatn,  was  burn  in  1811  in 


what  is  now  Snyder  county,  and  received  the  lim- 
ited educational  ad\antages  there  afforded  in  his 
boyhood,  but  as  soon  as  old  enough  to  he  of  any 
use  he  was  put  to  work  helping  to  clear  the  land 
and  get  it  under  cultivation.  The  winters  were  oc- 
cupied in  pulling  stum])s  ami  other  work  for  which 
there  was  no  time  in  the  summer  season,  so  he  had 
little  opportunity  to  attend  even  such  imlilferent 
schools  as  were  conducted  in  the  neighborhood  at 
that  time.  But  he  prospered  hy  industry  and 
owned  his  own  farm.  He  died  July  12,  1879,  and 
is  ljuried  in  the  cemetery  at  Reiser's  Church.  He 
and  his  family  were  Lutherans  in  religion.  He 
married  Diary  Shotzberger,  daughter  of  Jon- 
athan Shotzberger,  and  she  preceded  him 
to  the  grave,  dying  July  12,  18G8,  aged 

fifty  years.  All  of  the  seven  cluldren  born  to  them 
survive:  Elias.’  S.,  of  Selinsgrove,  Pa,.;  Levi, 
who  lives  on  his  father's  homestead  at  Mer- 
dilla.  Snyder  county;  William,  who  lives 
two  and  a half  miles  west  of  Selinsgrove,  in 
Penn  township,  Snyder  county  ; Hannah,  widow  of 
William  Rrebs,  living  at  Wyoming,  Del.;  Aaron 
S. ; Leah,  who  married  John  Aucker  and  lives  near 
Reiser's  Church;  and  Hiram,  who  lives  near 
Thompson,  in  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Aakox  S.  Stahl,  son  of  John,  was  born  Oct.  -1, 
1849,  in  Snyder  county.  Pa.,  was  reared  to  farm 
life  and  educated  in  the  local  public  schools.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  went  to  learn  shoemaking,  to 
which  trade  he  devoted  all  his  attention  for  the 
next  thirteen  years,  in  Freeburg,  Snytler  county. 
He  learned  the  business  thoroughly,  becoming  a 
skillful  mechanic,  aide  to  turn  out  all  kinds  of 
footwear,  and  made  many  gaiter  shoes  ki  the  days 
of  their  popularity.  DVooden  shoe  pegs  were  in 
general  use  at  the  time  he  took  up  the  work,  !)ut 
he  kept  abreast  of  the  progress  of  the  times  and 
improved  his  products  whenever  possible,  taking 
out  patents  of  his  own  and  showing  a spirit  of  en- 
terprise throughout  his  connection  with  the  busi- 
ness. He  did  repairing'-  and  had  a good  trade  for 
custom  work,  making  boots  for  which  he  received 
from  six  to  fourteen  dollars.  After'giving  up  the 
shoe  busirress  Dir.  Stahl  farmed  for  a time,  and 
then  for  five  years  conducted  the  ’‘Dlount  Pleasant 
Hotel.”  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  removed  to 
Shamokin  Dam.  and  ‘thence,  in  1890.  to  Sunbury, 
wliere  he  has  since  made  his  home.  In  Sunhury  he 
and  his  son  Charles  W.  Stahl  staiTed  Stahl's  res- 
taurant, at  the  present  site  of  the  "Aldine  Hotel," 
and  conducted  the  establishment  suecessfidly  for 
a ]iei'iod  of  three  years  in  partnership,  the  father 
then  selling  his  interest  to  his  son  and  taking  tlie 
“City  Hotel”  at  Danville,  Pa.,  which  he  carried  on 
for  six  months.  In  1899  he  engaged  in  the  im-ur- 
ance  business,  which  he  has  since  continued,  having 
his  oltice  at  Xo.  533ti  DlarkiU  Street.  Dlr.  Stahl  has 
established  an  excellent  |)atronage  in  this  line.  He 
is  a capi’.ble  business  man,  and  has  the  confidence 
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of  his  patroiiS;,  who  are  numerous  in  Sunburj  and 
the  surrounding  territory. 

On  Feb.  25,  1ST2,  Mr.  Stahl  married  Salome 
Martin,  daughter  of  George  and  iMary  (Schalfer) 
Martin,  who  lived  in  Washington  township,  Sny- 
der county,  and  seven  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union : Charles  AV.,  proprietor  of  a leading 

restaurant  at  Sunbury  ; William  E.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  business  in  Sunbury ; John  Howard,  who 
is  engaged  in  business  at  Lewisburg;  George  Omar, 
telegraph  operator  in  the  employ  of  the  Penn- 
S3dvania  Railway  Company,  at  Sunbury;  Della  G., 
who  married  0.  P.  Bell  and  lives  at  'Williamsport, 
Pa.;  and  Mary  and  Harry,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mr.  Stahl  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Church,  and  politically  he  is  a Democrat. 

SHIKELLIMY,  the  Indian  chief  whose  name 
for  a score  of  years  was  associated  with  every  im- 
portant transaction  aifecting  the  Indians  of  the 
Susquehanna  Yallev,  was  a Susquchannock  by 
birth,  descended  from  the  ancient  Andastes,  and 
thus  returned  to  govern  the  land  from  which  his 
fathers  had  been  expelled.  Like  many  of  the  more 
enterprising  youth  of  his  tribe,  he  had  entered  the 
militaiy  service  of  their  conquerors ; his  valor  in 
war  was  rewarded  by  adoption  into  the  Oneida 
tribe,  of  which  he  at  length  became  a chief,  an  ex- 
ceptional preferment  for  one  not  a member  of  that 
nation  by  birth. 

The  Iroquois,  although  not  the  actual  occupants 
of  any  part  of  Pennsylvania,  played  an  important 
part  in  its  history  throughout  the  Colonial  and 
Revolutionary  periods.  They  inhabited  the  fertile 
region  south  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  about  the  head- 
waters of  the  Hudson,  the  Delaware,  the  Susque- 
hanna and  the  Allegheny  rivers,  including  the 
valley  of  the  Mohawk  on  the  east  and  that  of  the 
Genesee  on  the  west.  Five  tribes,  the  Senecas,  On- 
ondagas,  Oneidas,  Cavugas  and  Mohawks,  original- 
ly constituted  the  confederacy,  whence  they  were 
called  the  Five  Xations;  a sixth,  the  Tuscaroras, 
was  admitted  about  the  year  1712,  and  after  that 
they  were  known  as  the  Six  Xations.  Each  tribe 
exercised  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  purely  domestic 
affairs,  while  matters  concerning  the  nation  as  a 
whole  were  detennined  by  the  great  council  at 
Onondaga.  This  was  the  center  of  their  p'wer, 
which  was  practically  co-extensive  with  the  thir- 
teen original  States,  embracing  also  southern  Can- 
ada and  a part  of  the  Mississippi  AAlley.  In  the 
extent  of  their  dominion,  their  absolute  power,  and 
the  statecraft  exercised  in  rendering  conquered 
tribes  subsidiary  to  their  purpose,  they  have  been 
not  inaptly  styled  “the  Romans  of  America.”  In 
all  the  arts  of  a savage  people  they  excelled.  Their 
fields  were  well  cultivat(xl,  their  towns  v;ere 
strongly  fortified,  their  form  of  government  se- 
cured practical  unanimity  in  the  execution  of  mil- 


itary projects,  and  in  their  intercourse  with 
Europeans  their  chiefs  often  evinced  a remarkable 
skillfulncss  in  diplomacy  and  profoundness  of  pol- 
icy. Their  career  of  conquest  was  doubtless  in- 
augmrated  by  the  subjugation  of  the  immediately 
contiguous  tribes,  and  thus,  in  the  extension  of 
their  power  to  the  south,  the  Andastes  and  Lenni 
Lenape  were  first  brought  under  their  sway.  The 
Shawaneso,  Ganawese,  Conor's  and  other  Pennsed- 
vania  tribes  also  acknowledged  their  supremacy, 
and  for  the  better  government  of  these  trouble- 
some feudatories  the  great  Onondaga  council  was 
constrained,  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  to  place  over  them  a resident  viceroy.  To 
this  responsible  position  Shikellimy  was  appoint- 
ed. It  is  not  probable  that  he  was  appointed  vice- 
roy before  1728  ; he  was  not  present  at  the  treaty 
with  the  Five  Xations  at  Philadelphia  in  July  of 
the  preceding  year,  aivl  LeTort  does  not  mention 
him  among  the  Indians  of  consequence  whom  he 
met  “on  the  upper  parts  of  the  river  Susquehanna’^ 
in  the  winter  of  1727-28.  The  first  conference- 
that  he  attended  at  Philadelphia  was  that  of  July 
4-5,  1728,  but  It  does  not  appear  that  he  took  any 
active  part  in  the  proceedings.  He  was  present  on 
a similar  occasion  in  the  following  October,  vvdien, 
after  the  close  of  the  conference,  the  Council  con- 
sidered “what  present  might  be  proper  to  be  made”" 
to  Shikellimy,  “'of  the  Five  Xations,  appointed 
to  reside  among  the  Shawanese,  whose  services 
had  been  and  may  v’et  further  be  of  great  advan- 
tage to  this  government.”  The  secretarv  of  Coun- 
cil  had  gained  a more  accurate  idea  of  his  func- 
tions three  years  later,  when,  in  the  minutes,  of 
Aug.  12,  1731,  he  gives  liis  name  and  title  as 
“Shikellimv,  sent  hy  the  Five  Xations  to  preside 
over  the  Shawanese.”  At  the  close  of  the  confer- 
ence which  began  at  Philadelphia  on  that  date, 
the  governor  having  represented  that  he  was  “a 
trusty  good  man  and  a great  lover  of  the  English,” 
he  was  commissioned  as  the  bearer  of  a present 
to  the  Six  Xations  and  a message  inviting  them 
to  visit  Philadelphia.  Thi.s  they  accordingly  did. 
arriving  Aug.  18,  1732.  Shikellimy  was  present 
on  this  occasion,  wdien  it  was  mutually  agreed 
that  he  and  Conrad  'Weiser  should  be  employed 
in  any  business  that  might  be  necessary  between 
the  high  contracting  parties.  In  August,  1740, 
he  came  to  Philadelphia  to  inquire  against  whom 
the  English  were  making  preparations  for  war, 
rumors  of  which  had  reached  the  great  council 
at  Onondaga.  He  was  also  present  at  the  con- 
ference at  Philadelphia  in  Julv.  1712,  at  the  treaty 
at  Lancaster  in  June  and  July,  1744.  and  at  the 
Philadelphia  conference  of  the  following  August. 
He  does  appear  to  have  taken  a very  active  part 
in  the  discussions,  a privilege  which,  among  the 
Six  Xations,  seems  to  have  been  reserved  for  the 
Onondagas.  In  April,  1748,  accompanied  by  his 
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son  and  Conrad  Y’eisei’j  lio  visited  IMiiladelphia, 
bnt  no  i^ublic  business  of  importance  w;w  con- 
sidered. 

Shikellimy's  residence  is  first  definitely  located 
in  IT'iJO  in  a letter  of  Governor  Gordon  'to  ‘‘Shikel- 
limy  and  Kalaryonyacha  at  Shamokin.”  Within 
the  next  eight  years  he  had  removed  some  miles 
up  the  valley  of  the  West  Branch.  In  the  journal 
of  his  journey  to  Onondaga  in  1737  Conrad  Weiscr 
states  that  he  crossed  the  Xorth  Branch  from 
Shamokin  on  the  6th  of  Alareh;  on  the  7th  he 
crossed  Chillisquarpie  creek,  and  on  the  Sth  he 
reached  the  village  where  Shikellimy  lived.  ‘‘On 
the  Sth  reached  the  village  v/here  Shikelimo  lives, 
who  was  appointed  to  be  my  companion  and  guide 
on  the  journey.  He  was,  however,  far  from  home 
on  a hunt.  Weather  became  bad  and  the  waters 
high,  and  no  Indian  could  be  induced  to  seek 
Shikelimo  until  the  12th,  when  two  young  Indians 
agreed  to  go  out  in  search  of  him.  On  the  16th 
they  returned  with  word  that  Shikelimo  would 
be  back  next  day,  which  so  happened.  The  Indi- 
ans were  out  of  provisions  at  this  place.  I saw 
a new  blanket  given  for  about  one  third  of  a 
bushel  of  Indian  corn.^’ 

The  site  of  this  village  is  beyond  doubt  on  the 
farm  of  lion.  George  F.  Miller  (1886),  at  the 
mouth  of  Sinking  run,  or  Shikellimy’s  run,  at  the 
old  ferry  a half  mile  l)elow  Milton,  on  the  Union 
county  side.  Bishop  Spangenberg  and  his  party 
passed  over  the  same  route  June  7,  1745  ; after 
passing  Chillisquaque  creek  and  the  “site  of  the 
town  that  formerly  stood  there,’’  they  “next  came 
to  the  place  where  Shikellimy  formerly  lived,” 
which  was  then  deserted ; the  next  point  noted  is 
W arrior’s  Camp  (Warrior  run).  Spangenberg  cer- 
tainly did  not  cross  the  West  Branch ; if  'Weiser 
had  done  so  in  1737  there  is  every  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  he  would  have  mentioned  it,  which  he 
does  not;  from  which,  if  there  were  no  other  data 
bearing  on  this  subject,  it  would  be  fair  to  con- 
clude that  in  1737  Shikellimy  resided  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  lYest  Branch  at  some  point  between 
Chillisquaque  creek  and  Warrior  run.  But  there 
are  other  data.  When  the  land  office  was  open 
for  “the  new  purchase,’’  April  3,  1769,  there  were 
very  many  applications  made  for  this  location.  In 
all  of  them  it  is  called  either  old  Muncy  town 
or  Shikellimy’s  town.  It  is  referred  to  as  a lo- 
cality in  hundreds  of  applications  for  land  in  Buf- 
falo Valley. 

Shikellimy,  .=omo  time  after  WeiseFs  visit,  be'- 
tween  1737  and  1743,  removed  to  Shamokin  (now 
Sunbury)  as  a more  convenient  point  for  inter- 
course with. the  proprietary  governors.  There  he 
resided  the  remainder  of  his  life.  From  this  point 
he  made  frequent  journeys  to  Onondaga.  Phila- 
delphia, Tulpehocken,  Bethlehem.  Paxtang  and 
Lancaster,  as  the  discharge  of  his  important  pub- 
lic functions  ie(|uii’cd.  On  Get,  9.  1747.  Cmirad 
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Weiser  says  that  he  was  at  Sliamokin  and  that 
Shikellimy  was  very  sick  with  fever.  “He  was 
liardly  able  to  stretch  forth  his  hand.  His  wife, 
three  sons,  one  daugliter  and  two  or  three  grand- 
ehildren  were  all  bad  with  the  fever.  There  were 
three  buried  out  of  the  family  a few  days  before, 
one  of  them  was  Cajadis,  who  had  been  married 
to  his  daughter  above  fifteen  years,  and  was  reck- 
oned the  best  hunter  among  all  the  Indians.’’  He 
recovered,  however,  from  this  sickness,  and  in 
March,  1748,  was  with  Weiser,  at  Tulpehocken, 
with  liis  eldest  son,  ■‘Taghenoghdourus,’’  who  suc- 
ceeded him  as  chief  and  representative  of  the  Six 
Xations.  He  died  in  April,  1749,  at  Sunbury. 

Loskiel  thus  notices  this  celebrated  inhabitant 
of  the  valley : “Being  liead  chief  of  the  Iroquois 

living  on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  as  far  as 
Syracuse,  X.  Y'.,  he  thouglit  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  be  very  circumspect  in  his  dealings  with 
the  white  people.  He  mistrusted  the  Brethren 
(Moravians)  at  first,  but  upon  discovering  their 
sincerity  became  their  firm  and  real  friend.  He 
learned  the  art  of  concealing  his  sentiments;  and, 
therefore,  never  contradicted  those  who  endeavored 
to  prejudice  his  mind  against  the  missionaries.  In 
the  last  years  of  his  life  he  became  less  reserved, 
and  received  those  Brethren  that  came  to  Shamo- 
kin. He  defended  them  against  the  insults  of 
drunken  Indians,  being  himself  never  addicted  to 
drinking.  He  built  his  house  upon  pillars  for 
safety,  in  which  he  always  shut  himself  up  when 
any  drunken  frolic  was  going  on  in  the  village. 
In  this  house  Bishop  .Tohannes  Von  Watteville, 
and  his  compan}',  visited  and  preached  the  Gospel 
to  him.  He  listened  with  great  attention,  and 
at  last,  with  tears,  respected  the  doctrine  of  Jesus, 
and  received  it  with  faith.” 

There  is  ample  evidence  in  contemporary  rec- 
ords that  Shikellimy’s  position  was  one  of  respon- 
sibility and  honor  rather  than  profit  or  emolument. 
In  the  general  system  of  national  polity  of  which 
the  Iroquois  confederacy  was  the  only  type  among 
the  aborigines  of  America,  his  post  corresponded 
to  that  of  a Homan  proconsul.  But  there  the 
parallel  ceases.  Although  he  was  charged  with 
the  surveillance  of  the  entire  Indian  population 
of  central  Pennsylvania,  and  doubtless  exacted  a 
nominal  tribute,  no  provision  whatever  Avas  made 
fcir  his  personal  necessities,  to  which,  with  charac- 
teristic diplomacy,  the  Provincial  authorities  were 
induced  to  contribute.  "The  president  likewise  ac- 
quainting the  lioard  that  the  Indians,  at  a meet- 
ing Avith  the  Proprietor  and  him.  liad  taken  notice 
that  Conrad  Weiser  and  Sliikellimy  Avere,  by  the 
treaty  of  1732,  ap[)ointed  as  fit  and  ])roper  per- 
sons to  go  between  the  fSix  Xations  and  this  gov- 
ernment and  to  be  employed  in  all  transactions 
with  (uie  another,  Avhose  bodies,  the  Indians  said, 
Avere  to  be  e(puillv  <livided  between  them  and  us. 
wt'  to  have  om>  half  and  they  the  oilier;  that  they 
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Tad  found  Conrad  faithful  and  honest;  tliat  ho  is 
a true,  good  man,  and  had  spoken  their  -words 
and  our  words,  and  not  .his  own  ; and  the  Indians 
having  presented  him  with  a dressed  skin,  to  make 
him  shoes,  and  two  deer  skins,  to  keep  him  warm, 
they  said,  as  they  had  thus  taken  care  of  our 
friend,  they  must  recommend  theirs  (Shikellimy) 
to  our  notice;  and  the  hoard,  judging-  it  necessary 
that  a particular  notice  should  be  taken  of  him 
accordingly,  it  is  ordered  that  six  pounds  be  laid 
out  for  him  in  such  things  as  he  may  most  want.'*’ 
He  was  expected  to  hunt  and  fish,  the  natural 
modes  of  subsistence  with  an  Indian,  regardless 
of  his  station,  but  in  the  waning  vigor  of  old  age 
he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  the  chase,  and  in 
October,  17T7,  Weiser  found  him  in  a condition 
of  utter  destitution.  This  he  describes  as  follows, 
in  a letter  to  Council:  ‘T  must  at  the  conclusion 
of  this  recommend  Shikellimy  as  a proper  object 
of  charity.  He  is  extremely  poor  ; in  his  sickness 
the  horses  have  eaten  all  his  corn;  his  clothes  he 
gave  to  Indian  doctors  to  cure  him  and  his  family, 
but  all  in  vain ; he  has  nobody  to  hunt  for  him, 
and  I can  not  see  how  the  poor  old  man  can  live. 
He  has  been  a true  servant  to  the  government 
and  may  perhaps  still  bo,  if  he  lives  to  do  well 
again.  As  the  winter  is  coming  on  I think  it 
would  not  be  amiss  to  send  him  a few  blankets 
or  match-coats  and  a little  powder  and  lead,  if 
the  government  would  be  pleased  to  do  it  and  you 
could  send  it  up  soon.  I would  send  my  sons  with 
it  to  Shamokin  before  the  cold  weather  comes.'’ 
Upon  the  consideration  of-  this  letter  it  was  im- 
mediateh'  decided  by  Council  that  goods  to  the 
value  of  sixteen  pounds  should  be  procured  and 
forwarded  to  Shikellimy  by  Conrad  tVeiser.  The 
consignment  included  five  stroud  match-coats,  one 
fourth  of  a cask  of  gunpowder,  fifty  pounds  of 
bar  lead,  fifteen  yards  of  blue  “half- thicks,”  one 
dozen  best  buck-handled  knives,  and  four  duffel 
niatch-coats. 

■ On  the  occasion  referred  to  (October,  1747) 
Shikellimy  was  quite  ill.  Before  tVeiser  left 
Shikellimy  was  able  to  walk  about  “'with  a stick 
in  his  hand.”  The  following  Mai'ch  he  was  so 
far  recovered  as  to  visit  Tulpehocken,  and  in  April, 
1748,  he  was  at  Philadelphia.  After  this  he  seems 
to  have  had  a relapse,  for  on  the  18th  of  June 
in  the  same  year  the  Provincial  Council  was  in- 
formed. that  he  was  “sick  and  like  to  lose  his  eye- 
sight.” He  again  recovered,  however,  and  in  the 
following  December  made  a visit  to  Bethlehem. 
On  the  return  trip  he  became  ill.  but  reached  his 
home  with  the  assistance  of  Brother  David  Zeis- 
berger,  who  attended  him  during  his  sickness  and 
administered  the  consolations  of  religion.  His 
daughter  and  Zeisbergor  were  present  when  he 
died.  The  latter,  assisted  by  Henry  Fry,  made  a 
coffin,  in  which,  with  the  possessions  he  had  valued 
most  highly  during  life,  the  mortal  remains  of 
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the  great  viceroy  were  interred  at  the  burial 
ground  of  his  people. 

At  his  first  ajipearance  in  Colonial  affairs,  Shi- 
kellimy had  a son  and  daughter  and  probably 
other  children.  A present  was  provided  for  his 
wife  and  daughfer  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty 
of  October,  1728  ; and  on  Aug.  18,  1729,  the  gov- 
ernor sent  him  a message  of  condolence  upon  the 
death  of  his  son  and  a shroud  with  which  to  cover 
him.  Anotlrer  son.  Unhappy  Jake,  was  killed  by 
the  Catawbas,  with  whom  the  Six  X^ations  were 
at  war,  in  1713,  and  in  a letter  dated  dan.  2, 
1744,  Weiser  informs  Secretary  Peters  of  the  fact, 
suggesting  also  the  propriety  of  sending  tire  be- 
reaved father  “a  small  present,  in  order  to  wipe 
off  his  tears  and  comfort  his  heart.”  Several 
days  before  Weiser’s  arrival  at  Shamokin,  Xov.  9, 
1747,  there  were  three  deaths  in  the  family,  Ca- 
jadies,  his  son-in-law,  the  wife  of  his  eldest  son, 
and  a grandchild.  It  is  evident  that  he  had  more 
than  one  daughter  at  that  time ; “his  three  sons” 
are  also  mentioned.  The  eldest,  Tachnechdorus, 
succeeded  to  the  former  authority  of  his  father, 
and,  with  two  others,  “sachems  or  chiefs  of  the 
Indian  nation  called  the  Shamokin  Indians,”  af- 
fixed his  signature  to  the  Indian  deed  of  1749. 
Conrad  Weiser,  writing  to  Governor  Morris  under 
date  of  March  1,  175o,  styles  him  “Tachnechdorus, 
the  chief  of  Sliamokin,  of  the  Cacmga  nation,” 
the  latter  part  of  which  is  difficult  to  harmonize 
with  the  fact  that  his  father  is  uniformly  referred 
to  as  an  Oneida.  His  brother  seems  to  have  been 
associated  with  him : Eichard  Peters,  the  Provin- 
cial secretary,  in  his  account  of  the  eviction  of 
settlers  from  lauds  north  of  the  Kittatinny  moun- 
tains not  purchased  from  the  Indians,  states  that 
his  party  was  accompanied  by  three  Indians  from 
Shamokin,  “two  of  which  were  sons  of  the  late 
Shikellimy,  who  transact  the  business  of  the  Six 
A'afions  with  this  government.’’  Tachnechdorus 
was  also  known  to  the  English  by  the  name  of 
John  Shikellimy.  In  1753  he  had  a hunting  lodge 
at  the  mouth  of  M'arrior  run  and  resided  at  a 
small  Shawanese  town  lielow  Muncy  creek  on  the 
West  Branch.  These  facts  are  derived  from 
Slack’s  journal,  which  also  states  that  Shikellimy's 
family  had  left  Shamokin,  where  they  found  it 
very  difficult  to  live  owing  to  the  constant  drafts 
upon  their  hospitality.  In  April,  1756,  he  was 
at  McKee's  fort,  but  greatly  dissatisfied,  as  nearly 
all  of  his  party  were  sick. 

Sayughtowa.  a younger  brother  of  Tachnechdor- 
us, was  the  most  celebrated  of  Shikellimy’s  sons. 
He  lived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chillisquaque  creek 
Aug.  26.  1753.  and  in  1765  in  Raccoon  Valley. 
“In  1768  and  1769  he  resided  near  Eeedsville  in 
iMilfiin  county,  and  has  given  his  name  to  the 
spring  near  that  })lace,  to  Logan’s  branch  of  Spring 
creek,  in  Genter  county,  Logan's  path.  etc.  * * 

* In  177  1 occui-rcd  Lord  Dunmoro's  oxi)odition 
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;ig;iinst  the  Sha\vaiie?e  towns,  now  Point  Pleasant, 
W.  Va.,  which  was  the  occasion  of  Logan’s  celebrat- 
ed speech,  commencing  ‘I  appeal  to  any  white  man 
to  say  if  lie  ever  entered  Logan’s  cabin  hungry 
and  he  gave  him  not  meat,’  which  will  go  down 
to  all  time,  whether  jiropcrly  or  not,  as  a splendid 
outburst  of  Indian  eloquence.”  “He  could  speak 
tolerable  English,  was  a remarkably  tall  man — 
over  six  feet  high — and  11011  proportioned;  of 
brave,  open  and  manly  countenance,  as  straight 
as  an  arrow,  and  apparently  afraid  of  no  one.” 
Heckewelder.  who  thought  him  a man  of  superior 
talents,  called  on  him  in  April,  1773,  at  his  set- 
tlement on  the  Ohio  below  Big  Beaver  ; the  same 
writer  says  he  afterward  became  addicted  to  drink- 
ing, and  states  that  lie  was  murdered  in  October, 

1781,  between  his  residence  and  Detroit.  He  was 
sitting  with  his  blanket  over  his  head,  before  a 
camp  fire,  his  elbows  resting  on  his  knees,  when 
an  Indian  who  had  taken  some  offense  stole  be- 
hind him  and  buried  his  tomahawk  in  his  brains. 
His  English  name,  James  Logan,  was  conferred 
in  honor  of  the  distinguished  Friend  who  was  so 
long  and  prominently  identified  with  Colonial  af- 
fairs in  Pennsylvania ; he  is  generally  known  to 
history  as  ‘HiOgan,  the  Mingo.” 

SXY'I)ER.  The  forerunner  of  the  Snyders  of 
Lower  Augusta  township  and  that  section  of 
Xorthumberland  county  settled  in  that  region  be- 
fore the  Revolutionary  war. 

(I)  Casper  Snyder,  the  pioneer  of  the  fam- 
ily in  Xorthumberland  county,  came  from  Ger- 
many and  settled  here  before  the  Revolution.  He 
was  a large  land  owner,  having  nearly  one  thou- 
sand acres,  including  what  is  now  a part  of  the 
I^pdegrove  farm,  the  Thomas,  Peter  and  Adam 
Snyder  farms,  the  tract  now  owned  by  Dennis 
H.  and  Xewton  W.  Snyder,  his  great-grandsons, 
etc.  He  was  a farmer  and  tavern-keeper,  his  tav- 
ern being  located  on  the  old  Harrisburg  and 
Sunbury  road,  where  his  son  Peter  succeeded 
him;  in  1798  he  built  the  old  brick  tavern  known 
as  “Blue  Ball  Tavern.”  He  and  his  wife,  Eliza- 
beth Farst,  are  buried  in  the  River  cemetery  at 
Fisher's  Ferry,  and  according  to  the  records  there 
he  was  born  May  2,  1745,  and  died  Sept.  3.  18’71. 
“Elizabeth.”  wife  of  Casper  Snyder,  born  Feb. 
5,  17d4,  died  .Aug.  1?,  1893.  They  had  the  fol- 
lowing children:  (1)  John,  born  Xov.  29,  1776, 

died  Ajiril  29,  ISdl.  (2)  Polly,  born  June  24, 

1782,  died  IMarch  7,  18.5G,  married  a Mr.  "Epde- 

graph  and  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter.  Isaac, 
Thomas,  Adam  and  Sarah.  Of  these,  Adam  went 
to  look  after  the  vast  fortune  due  the  Snyders 
as  heirs  of  the  brother  (of  Elizabeth)  Farst  in 
Holland,  but  the  connection  was  lost  and  he  had 
no  prorj's  to  establish  the  claim.  (3)  Peter,  born 
April  21,  1788,  died  Fein  19,  18GG.  (4)  Sarah 

^Salty)  married  John  Hiaidershot  (1790-1851), 


and  died  Feb.  23.  1SG;5,  aged  sevonty-two  years, 
three  months,  one  day.  They  had  six  daughters 
and  two  sons,  Eliza  (^Irs.  David  Shipman).  Har- 
riet (who  married  Sylvanu.s  Shipman,  brother  of 
David),  Lydia  ( Dtrs.  Christian  Fisher),  Jane 
(iMrs.  John  Jones),  Rebecca  (Mrs.  Sylvanus 
Shipman).  Mary  Ann  (Mrs.  ('hambers  Wynn), 
Isaac  and  Hiram.  (5)  George,  born  Sept.  3,  1785, 
died  Feb.  9,  1812.  (6)  Casper  lived  near  Sun- 

bury, in  Upper  Augusta  township.  He  had  sons 
Thomas  and  Simon,  and  daughter  Catharine,  who 
married  John  Cooper  (we  liaiu  record  of  one 
daughter.  Mary  Cooper).  (7)  Catharine  married 
William  Silverwood  and  had  sons,  James,  Wil- 
liam and  Hiram,  and  daughters,  Elizabeth  (Mrs. 
John  iMcPresson ) , Sarah  (Mrs.  John  Climer), 
Harriet  (who  first  married.  Samuel  Couldreu) 
and  Susannah- (who  married  in  the  West). 

(II)  John  Snyder,  son  of  Casper,  was  born 
in  Lower  Augusta  township  X'ov.  29,  1776,  and 
there  made  his  home,  owning  the  farm  which  is 
now  the  property  of  Martha  Gass.  His  holdings 
were  very  large,  his  property  having  been  divided 
into  eight  farms,  seven  of  which  he  gave  to  his 
children.  He  owned  and  operated  a distillery, 
cider  press  and  sawmill  and  kept  several  teams 
busy  transporting  goods  for  him  between  here 
and  Philadelphia,  which  was  the  market  center 
for  grain  and  provisions.  A prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizen  of  his  day,  he  served  twenty-five 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  held  the  rank 
of  colonel  in  the  State  militia,  standing  at  the 
head  of  the  militia  in  his  district  for  some  years. 
He  died  April  29,  1851.  His  wife.  Dlaria  IMar- 
garet  (Fisher),  known  as  “Peggy'’  (only  sister 
of  Christian  Fisher),  is  huried  in  the  Pre.^byterian 
cemetery.  They  had  children  as  follows:  George, 
Thomas,  Elizabeth  (called  Betsv.  married  John 
Wynn).  Peter  d.,  John  (died  March  25,  1877, 
aged  sixty-nine  years,  eleven  months,  eleven  days; 
his  Avife  IMartha.  born  Dec.  23,  1808.  died  Jan.  11, 
18G2),  Adam  (born  April  9,  1814.  died  Dee.  15, 
1895 : his  ivife  Martha  died  Sept.  30.  1860,  aged 
forty-six  years,  five  months,  ten  days),  and  Sally 
(born  Jan.  10,  1809,  married  dolin  Ebright,  and 
died  July  23,  1850). 

(III)  George  Snyder,  son  of  John.  Avas  born 
Sept.  2.  1801,  and  Avas  a farmer  by  occupation, 
living  on  and  owning  the  farm  now  owned  by  his 
son  Solomon.  He  built  the  house  and  barn  noAv 
standing  on  that  property,  the  house  in  1854.  the 
barn  in  1851.  He  and  his  Avife  Avere  members 
of  the  Baptist  CIturch.  He  died  Feb.  2,  1866. 
Mr.  Snyder  Avas  twice  married,  his  first  wife  be- 
ing Elizabeth  Conrad.  Avho  is  buried,  at  the  Stone 
Church  at  .Augustaville.  and  by  Avhom  he  had  one 
son,  John  C..  noAV  living  near  Omaha.  Xebr.  His 
second  Avife,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Philip  Sfroh 
•and  AvidoAv  of  Jonathan  Clark,  was  born  dan.  14, 

1802,  and  died  .\ug.  22.  1884;  ^he  Avas  from  I.au- 
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caster  county.  To  this  union  were  born  four  chil- 
dren : Solomon  S.,  Samuel,  Morris  and  one  that 
died  young. 

■ (IV)  SoLOMox  Stroii:  Sxyder,  son  of  George, 

was  born  May  ‘27,  1836,  and  was  reared  on  bis 
: father’s  farm.  He  learned  various  trades  in  his 

early  life,  being  proficient  as  a carpenter,  black- 
smith and  butcher,  but  farming  has  been  his  main 
; occupation.  In  ISod  he  taught  subscription 

i school,  recei^■ing  fifty  cents  a month  for  each  pu- 

i pil.  When  twenty-nine  years  old  he  married  and 

left  liome,  beginning  farming  for  himself  in  what 
j is  now  Iiockefeller  township,  having  a farm  of 

: 153  acres  there,  near  Seven  Points.  He  cultivated 

. and  lived  upon  tliat  place  for  twenty-one  years, 

! after  which  he  was  a resident  of  Sunbury  for 

’ two  years  before  coming  to  the  old  homestead 

j farm,  whicli  he  has  since  occupied,  in  1889. 

: Eighteen  years  later  he  sold  the  properh'  in  Rocke- 

j feller  township.  He  has  bought  a place  in  Lower 

i Augusta  which  comprises  ninety-nine  acres.  His 

; industry  and  intelligent  labor  have  had  their  re- 

[,  ward,  and  he  has  accumulated  a substantial  com- 

; petence,  having  stocks  in  bank  besides  his  landed 

j property.  He  was  one  of  the  first  stockliolders 

! associated  with  Henry  Bower  and  gave  him  his 

first  advice.  In  his  more  active  years  he  showed 
, his  public  spirit  by  various  services  to  the  com- 

i munity,  having  lield  the  offices  of  overseer  of  the 

' poor  (five  years)  and  auditor  (six  years),  when 

1 Lower  Augusta  and  Rockefeller  townships  were 

one.  He  votes  independently,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
i On  June  4,  1865,  Mr.  Snyder  married  Rebecca 

r Bohner,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Susanna  (Kief- 

i'  fer)  Bohner,  and  they  have  had  one  son,  Daniel 

j.  . B.,  who  was  born  Xov.  4,  1866,  and  is  engaged 

[ . in  farming  on  the  homestead.  He  lias  been  twice 

! married,  and  has  one  son,  William  Allison,  (who 

1 is  married  and  lives  in  Sunbury),  by  his  first 

^ union,  to  Lillie  Zartman.  His  second  marriage 

I was  to  Emma  Kappenhaver,  and  they  have  two 

j sons,  Solomon  and  Benjamin, 

t (IV)  S.uu'KL  SvYUER,  SOU  of  George,  was  born 

i May  2,  1838,  on  his  father’s  homestead,  was  reared 

r to  farming,  and  has  lived  on  a part  of  the  home 

i place  all  his  life,  the  place  he  now  lives  on  con- 

sisting of  eighty-one  acres  at  one  time  included 
in  his  father's  farm.  He  built  the  present  barn 
there  in  the  year  1862.  He  has  served  nine  years 
as  school  director  of  Lower  Augusta  township,  and 
he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  uluch  he  has  been  especially  active, 
having  served  as  deacon,  treasurer  and  superin- 
tendent of^the  Sunday  school.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics. 

On  Sept.  ‘2,  1860,  IMr.  Snyder  married  a daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Wynn,  and  in  1876  he  built  the 
house  on  the  farm  which  they  have  since  occu- 
\ pied.  .Four  children  were  born  to  this  union: 


Jacol)  is  a resident  of  Rock  Island,  111.:  George 
was  accidentally  killed  in  the  freight  yard  at  Sun- 
bury April  6,  189‘2,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years, 
four  months,  three  days ; Ella  il.  married  George 
Xeidig  and  they  live  in  Lower  Augusta : Clara 
E.  married  Horatio  Snyder  and  they  live  in  Low- 
er Augusta. 

(TV)  Morri.s  Sxyder,  son  of  George,  was 
born  April  12,  1845,  in  Lower  Augusta  township, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  inherited  his  fatheEs 
homestead,  which  he  sold  to  the  present  owner, 
his  brother  Solomon,  in  1889.  In  1890  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  a tract  of 
105  acres,  where  he  has  since  lived  and  where  he 
built  the  present  dwelling  in  1897.  The  farm  was 
formerly  the  homestead  of  Sylvanus  Shipman, 
who  built  the  barn  thereon  in  1871.  Mr.  Snyder 
has  made  farming  his  principal  business,  but  he 
has  also  given  some  attention  to  outside  matters, 
having  served  twenty  years  as  justice  of  the  peace 
and  settled  up  a number  of  estates.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  polities,  and  in  religious  connection 
he  and  his  family  are  Baptists. 

In  1867  Mr.  Snyder  married  Xaomi  Shipman, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  children  as  follows : 
Harry,  Sylvanus,  Rebecca  E.,  Laura  J.,  Josephine 
^r.,  Ruth,  Webster  V.  and  Elmira. 


(III)  Thomas  Snyder,  son  of  John  and  grand- 
son of  Casper,  lived  on  Boyle's  run,  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  owning  and  cultivating  the  place 
now  known  as  the  Michael  Shingehrer  farm.  It 
comprised  one  hundred  acres.  Mr.  Snyder  married 
Esther  Randall,  who  was  born  Feb.  25,  1806,  and 
died  April  8,  1871.  He  died  Sept.  11,  1894,  aged 
ninety-one  years,  one  month,  twenty-nine  days,  and 
they  are  buried  in  the  graveyard  of  the  Augusta 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  both  were  members. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : Silas  R.  is  men- 
tioned below  ; Harriet  married  Levi  Thomas ; Bar- 
bara married  John  Shipman:  Martha  married 
Elias  Steniling:  Jane  married  Elias  Yerdy ; Ma- 
tilda married  William  Spies,  of  Sunbury : Eliza- 
beth married  Foster  Ely  ; Sallie  married  William 
II.  Swinehart. 

(IV)  Silas  R.  Sxyder,  son  of  Thomas,  was 
born  Oct.  24.  1834,  and  died  Feb.  28,  1910,  on 
the  farm  in  Lower  Augusta  where  he  had  lived 
for  about  fiflecn  years.  It  consists  of  130  acres, 
and  was  formerly  the  David  Shipman  place.  For 
six  years  before  moving  to  that  property  he  lived 
on  the  farm  of  his  father,  Thomas  Snyder.  He 
served  as  tax  collector  of  his  township  before 
Rockefeller  and  Lower  Augusta  were  divided.  ^Ir. 
Snyder  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serving 
his  first  term  as  a member  of  Company  C,  131st 
I’ennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  his  second  term 
with  the  5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  He  held  the 
rank  of  corporal.  He  is  buried  at  Fisher's  Ferry. 

In  186.-)  Mr.  Snvder  married  Lydia  H.  Shipman, 
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daughter  of  David  and  Eliza  (Heudeivdiot)  Ship- 
inan,  and  she  still  resides  on  the  farm  with  her 
sister,  Harriet  E.  Myers.  Three  children  were 
born  to.  ]\Ir.  and  Airs.  Snyder;  Harris  E.  is  in 
the  railway  mail  service  and  makes  his  home  at 
Harrisburg,  Pa. ; 0.  I’erry  died  when  seventeen 
months  old : Jessie  E.  married  Carey  E.  Burns  and 
they  live  at  Hollowing  liuii,  in  Lower  Augusta 
township  (he  is  now  serving  as  county  auditor). 

(III)  Peter  J.  Snyder,  son  of  John  and  grand- 
son of  Casper,  was  a native  of  Lower  Augusta 
township,  where  he  spent  all  liis  life.  He  was 
a farmer  throughout  his  active  v’ears,  and  until 
.about  ten  years  before  his  death  lived  on  the  one 
farm,  spending  his  declining  days  with  his  chil- 
dren. He  died  in  June,  1893  or  189-1,  at  the 
home  of  his  son  David,  and  was  buried  at  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Lower  Augusta  township. 
He  was  a Presbyterian  in  religious  faith.  His 
farm,  consisting  of  120  acres,  is  noM'  the  prop- 
«rty  of  Martha  iM.  Gass,  of  Sunbury.  Mr.  Snyder 
married  Sarah  Shipman,  daughter  of  John  and 
Margaret  (iMcKinney)  Shipman,  and  she  preceded 
him  to  the  grave,  dying  Xov.  2,  1883,  aged  sev- 
enty-two years,  one  month,  eighteen  days.  Xine 
children  were  born  to  them,  as  follows : J acob  S. 
died  in  Shamokin ; Abigail  married  Aaron  ITilke- 
son;  Mary  married  Isaac  Cooper;  David  married 
Martha  G.  Heaton;  Jackson  died  in  Trevorton 
with  his  son  Charles;  Malinda  married  James 
Smith ; Emeline  married  Lafaj  ette  IVilkenson ; 
*8arah  Jane  died  aged  sixteen  years;  iMartha  Ann 
married  George  Gass. 

(IV)  Jacob  S.  Sxyder,  son  of  Peter  J.,  was 
born  May  27,  1838,  in  Lower  Augusta  township, 
and  died  at  the  home  of  his  son  Edward  W.,  in 
Shamokin,  March  1,  1909.  He  began  to  learn  mill- 
wrighting  when  a boy,  and  followed  the  trade  for  a 
number  of  years  in  central  Pennsylvania,  building  a 
number  of  mills  operated  by  water  power  and 
helping  to  make  a number  of  waterwheels;  no 
iron  was  i;sed  in  their  construction.  Later  in  life 
he  took  up  farming,  which  he  followed  in  his  na- 
tive township  for  a nunrber  of  years  upon  the 
-old  Snyder  homestead,  wliich  he  owned.  Though 
a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  is  buried 
at  the  Ebenezer  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
Rockefeller  township,  as  is  also  his  wife. 

Mr.  Snyder  married  Harriet  D.  Foye,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Hannah  ( Reiser)  Foye,  of  Rock- 
efeller township,  who  had  a family  of  five  chil- 
dren, namely;  Catharine,  Samuel,  iMary,  Harriet 
and  Daniel  B.  John  Foye  was  a prominent  man 
in  his  day  and  built  many  of  the  houses  in  Trevor- 
ton. iMrs.  Jacob  S.  Snyder  died  June  11,  190-1, 
aged  sixty-two  years,  four  days.  She  was  the 
mother  of  four  children,  namely;  (1)  Edward  W., 
who  lives  in  Shamokin,  taught  .school  for  twenty- 
three  years.  (2)  Horatio  A.  is  a farmer  and 


‘Gquire"  in  Lower  Augusta  and  also  teaches  school. 
(3)  Samuel  G.,  born  March  21,  1871,  spent  ten 
years  in  Shamokin,  moving  from  there  in  1898  to 
Herndon,  where  he  has  since  been  clerk  at  the 
■‘Hotel  Wiest.'"’  He  is  widely  known  to  the  travel- 
ing public,  and  is  not  only  an  experienced  hotel 
man  but  particularly  well  fitted  for  the  business, 
having  a genial,  pleasing  disposition,  and  a faculty 
of  treating  those  whom  he  meets  with,  unifomi 
kindliness,  traits  which  have  won  him  many 
friends.  (1)  Elvie  G.  inarried  Ed.  0.  Bartholo- 
mew, a farmer  of  Rockefeller  township. 

(IV)  D.vviu  SxYDEi:,  son  of  Peter  J.,  was  born 
Sept.  7,  1811,  in  Lower  Augusta  township.  He 
was  reared  to  farming,  and  followed  that  pursuit 
for  some  years,  for  fourteen  years  engaging  in 
lumbering  in  Center  county.  Pa.  He  gave  em- 
ployment to  a number  of  men  in  that  line.  In 
IMarch,  1875,  he  came  to  Lower  Augusta  town- 
ship, and  here  farmed  his  father’s  place  for  three 
years,  in  1878  settling  on  the  place  in  that  town- 
ship where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days, 
dying  there  Dee.  31,  1901,  aged  sixty-one  years, 
three  months,  twenty-four  days.  His  widow  now 
lives  there.  The  place  contains  sixty-eight  acre.s, 
with  an  outlet  of  mountain  land.  Mr.  Snyder 
made  many  improvements  on  the  property  which 
enhanced  its  value,  remodeling  the  house  and  re- 
building the  barn,  to  which  he  made  a good-sized 
addition. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  IMr.  Snyder  was  sein- 
ing as  school  director  of  his  township,  and  he 
had  also  served  as  overseer  of  the  poor.  But  he 
was.  particularly  active  in  church  work,  being  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  which  he  served 
in  a number  of  official  capacitie.y,  being  class  leader 
three  or  four  years  and  Sunday  school  superin- 
tendent some  years.  He  was  always  interested  in 
the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  community,  and  his 
wife,  who  -was  in  hearty  sympathy  with  him,  has 
been  a liberal  contributor  toward  the  erection  of 
the  new  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  was 
built  in  1909.  He  was  a Democrat  in  political 
sentiment. 

i\[r.  Snyder  married  (first)  Anna  ^laria  Walker, 
who  died  i\Iarch  6,  18G9,  aged  twenty-four  years, 
the  mother  of  three  children;  ^larietta  married 
Jacob  Snyder;  Harry  is  an  invalid;  David  W. 
lives  in  Union  county.  Pa.  Mrs.  Snyder  is  buried 
in  Center  county. 

fhi  Oct.  2G,  1870.  Mr.  Snyder  married  Martha 
G.  Heaton,  daughter  of  ^lichael  and  ^lary  (Walk- 
er) Heaton,  of  Center  county,  and  three  children 
were  also  born  to  this  union;  Prof.  .Tames  Wilson 
Snyder,  now  superintendent  of  p>d)lic  schools  at 
Slatington,  Pa.,  married  Gertrude  [Mendenhall,  of 
Berwick,  and  they  have  one  son.  .Tohn  iM.  Dr. 
•Tohn  IT.  Snyder,  of  Wa.diingtonvillo,  Montour  Co.. 
Pa.,  married  Lottie  C.  Bloom,  of  Augttstaville. 
and  they  have  two  sons,  Seth  Scott  and  .James 
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W'iXon,  Jr.  Ida  Bell  married  Harry  Snyder,  -wlio 
is  office  manager  for  a large  concern  in  Grenloch, 
X.  J. ; they  have  no  children. 

JAMES  F.  HECKEIiT,  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  trucking  in  Point  township,  is  one 
of  the  enterprising  agriculturists  of  his  section 
of  X'orthumberland  county,  and  a native  of  the 
township  in  -which  he  resides,  born  Feb.  9,  1855. 
He  belongs  to  an  old  established  family,  being 
a descendant  of  Casper  Heckert,  who  emigrated 
from  Germany  and  was  an  early  resident  of  Lower 
Mahanoy  township.  He  was  born  in  1158,  and 
died  in  1837  in  Ijower  Mahanoy  township,  where 
he  had  a farm  of  nearly  two  hundred  acres.  Some 
of  this  land  is  still  in  tlie  possession  of  his  pos- 
terity, who  are  still  numerous  in  this  county  and 
also  well  represented  in  the  Western  States.  He 
w'as  a member  of  the  German  Eeformed  congrega- 
tion at  the  Stone  Valley  Church,  where  he  is 
buried.  There  also  is  buried  his  wnfe  Catharine, 
who  was  born  Oct.  G,  1760,  and  died  Dee.  6,  1828. 
They  had  children  as  follows:  Johannes  moved  to 
a county  in  the  western  end  of  the  State;  Michael 
lived  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township  and  there  died ; 
Solomon,  who  lived  on  a farm  in  Lower  Mahanoy 
township,  had  two  sons,  Jacob  and  John;  Fred- 
erick, a farmer,  who  lived  in  Lower  Mahanoy 
township,  had  an  only  child,  Katie,  who  died  aged 
fifteen  years;  Philip  was  the  grandfather  of  James 
F.  Heckert. 

Philip  Heckert,  son  of  Casper,  born  in  Lower 
Mahanoy  township  Dec.  9,  1796,  died  March  27, 
1872.  He  was  a farmer  and  had  a large  farm 
near  County  Line  and  the  Stone  Valley  Church, 
in  Lower  Mahanoy  township.  His  -^Hfe,  Anna 
Mary  (Wert),  daughter  of  Henry  Wert  (whose 
wife  was  an  Enterline),  a pioneer  at  County  Line, 
was  born  June  2,  1805,  and  died  March  16,  1888, 
aged  eighty-two  years,  ten  months,  fourteen  days. 
Both  are  Imried  at  Stone  Valley  Church,  where 
Mr.  Heckert  was  an  official  for  many  years.  They 
had  children:  Daniel,  Philip,  Susanna  (married 

Philip  Techiipp),  Michael,  Diary  (married  Isaac 
Eessler),  Emanuel,  Eachel  (died  unmarried), 
Casper  (who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war  and  died 
as  a result  of  disease  contracted  in  the  service : he 
was  unmarried),  Catharine  (married  William 
Lemon),  Henry  (who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
war),  Andrew  W.  and  Uriah  (who  was  a soldier  in 
the  Civil  war).  Philip.  Emanuel  and  Catharine 
are  now  the  only  survivors.  ; 

Philip  Heckert,  son  of  Philip,  lives  in  Eocke- 
feller  township,  this  county,  near  Augustaville, 
where  he  owns  a small  tract  of  land.  He  is  the  old- 
est man  in  his  township.  Born  Sept.  13,  1826,  in 
Lower  DIahanoy  township,  ho  was  reared  to  farm 
life.  In  1853  lie  moved  to  Point  township,  where 
he  farmed  as  a tenant  thirty  years,  and  for  seven 
years  farmed  the  old  Thomas  Baumgardner  fann. 


In  1883  he  came  to  Eockefellcr  township,  purchas- 
ing the  siivty-eight  acre  tract  (for  $1,600)  where 
he  has  since  lived.  He  is  a member  of  the  Luther- 
an church  and  has  served  the  church  officially  in  his 
time.  He  is  a remarkably  well  preserved  man,  and 
has  a clear  memory  for  dates  and  events.  He 
speaks  both  English  and  German.  To  his  marriage 
with.  Esther  (Hettie)  Kohl,  daughter  of  John 
Kohl,  late  of  Lower  Dlahanoy  township,  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Alexander,  of  Xorthumber- 

land;  James  E. ; a son  that  died  in  infancy  (twin 
of  dailies  F.)  ; Urias,  who  died  aged  thirteen  years; 
Catharine,  who  keeps  house  for  her  father  : Jolin 
and  Philip,  both  of  whom  died  in  boyhood ; 
Charles,  of  Eockefeller  township  ; and  Ellen,  widow 
of  Francis  Bloom,  living  in  Sunbury  (she  has  a 
son,  Claud).  Dlrs.  Heckert  died  March  14,  1904, 
aged  sevent}'-six  years. 

Janies  F.  Heckert  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  township,  and  was  reared  to 
farming,  wdiich  he  began  on  his  own  account  about 
1880.  For  several  years  he  was  a tenant  farmer, 
in  1897  purchasing  the  property  he  now  occupies 
and  cultivates,  a valuable  tract  of  125  acres  in 
Point  township,  nicely  located.  It  was  formerly 
the  Daniel  Sterner  homestead.  At  one  time  Mr, 
Heckert  had  three  peach  orchards.  He  devotes  a 
large  part  of  his  land  to  garden  truck,  and  attends 
the  markets  at  Sunbury  and  Xorthuuiberland, 
where  he  has  established  an  extensive  trade,  finding- 
this  branch  of  farming  very  profitable.  Dir.  Heck- 
ert has  found  time  to  give  to  the  public  serv- 
ice, and  has  filled  local  office,  having  been  su- 
pervisor some  years  and  school  director  for  six 
years.  He  is  a Eepublican  in  political  opinion. 

In  1880  Dir.  Heckert  married  Orplia  A.  Gib- 
bons, daughter  of  Abel  and  Susan  (Dlorgan)  Gib- 
bons, late  of  Point  township.  Seven  children  have 
been  born  to  them,  namely:  Abel  Irwin,  Philip 

H.,  DIartin  L.,  Bertha  DL.  Estlier  DL.  Susan  DI. 
and  Daniel  K.  Dir.  and  DIrs.  Heckert  were  mar- 
ried in  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Xorthumberland,. 
of  which  they  and  their  family  are  members.  He 
is  at  present  serving  as  deacon. 


Andrew  W.  Heckert,  another  son  of  Philip,  was 
born  near  County  Line,  in  Lower  DIahanoy  town- 
ship, and  before  his  marriage  went  to  Forreston, 
Ogle  Co.,  111.,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter. After  a few  years  he  returned  to  his  na- 
tive county,  in  Pennsylvania,  this  being  in  1873, 
from  which  time  he  lived  at  Dalmatia,  where  tie 
died.  He  married  DIarv  Eessler.  daughter  of  Sol- 
omon and  Catharine  (Haas)  Eessler,  of  Lower 
DIahanoy  township,  and  they  went  DD'est  together. 
Their  six  children  were  born  there,  before  tlieir 
return  to  Pennsvlvania  in  1873.  viz.:  Alctta  C., 
DIrs.  G.  E.  Shaffer;  Diary  DL,  wife  of  Frank  Bord- 
ner  and  living  in  Xebraska ; Susan  E.,  unmarried  ; 
Carrie  DI.,  married  to  Josi'ph  Eeitz  and  lining  in 
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Shamokiii ; Ida  li..  who  married  William  Dreibel- 
bies  and  lives  in  Lower  ^Mahauoy ; and  William  X., 
who  died  in  infancy. 

AUAMS.  David  X.  and  Curtis  M.  Adams, 
brothers,  have  been  business  men  of  Sunbury  from 
early  manhood,  the  former  in  the  painting  and 
paper  hanging  business,  the  latter  as  a dealer  in 
horse  goods  and  shoe  findings  and  manufacturer 
of  harness.  They  are  among  the  prosperous  cit- 
izens of  the  borough,  and  both  have  served  the 
municipality  in  public  office. 

The  Adams  family  has  long  been  settled  in 
Ralpho  township,  this  county.  Casper  Adams,  the 
first  of  the  family  in  this  country,  was  born 
April  25,  1755,  at  Langendiebach,  Olfenburg, 
Germany,  and  little  is  known  of  his  early  life.  On 
coming  to  America  he  lived  in  Berks  county,  Pa., 
before  coming  to  Xorthumberland  county,  where 
he  was  one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  in  Balpho  town- 
ship, owning  several  hundred  acres  of  land  there. 
He  cleared  some  of  his  land  and  followed  farm- 
ing. He  died  Jan.  26,  1832,  and  is  buried  at  St. 
Peter’s_(the  Blue)  Church  in  Ealpho  township. 
Casper  Adams  married,  in  Berks  count}’,  Eliza- 
beth Hinkle,  of  that  county,  and  they  had  a large 
family,  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  namely ; Fred- 
erick (1192-1853),  John,  Samuel,  Casper,  Leon- 
ard, Peter,  Xellie  (married  George  Startzel), 
Susanna  (married  Samuel  Startzel),  Elizabeth 
(married  Gilbert  Liby),  Polly  (married  Peter 
Strausser),  Maria  (married  Jacob  Kreher)  and 
Catharine  (married  Samuel  Anspach). 

Casper  Adams,  fourth  son  of  Casper  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Hinkle)  Adams,  was  born  April  10,  1796, 
on  the  homestead  farm  in  Ealpho  township,  and 
was  there  reared  to  farm  life.  When  he  became 
of  age  his  father  deeded  100  acres  of  land  in 
Ealpho  township  to  him,  this  being  the  farm  aft- 
erward occupied  by  his  son  George  C.,  near  the 
Blue  Church.  Mr.  Adams  was  a man  of  active 
mind,  one  who  interested  himself  in  the  general 
welfare  as  well  as  in  the  promotion  of  his  oum  in- 
terests, and  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his 
locality  for  many  years,  well  known  as  a stanch 
Democrat  and  as  one  of  the  most  liberal  support- 
ers of  the  Blue  Church,  with  which  he  was  identi- 
fied all  his  life ; he  served  as  elder  of  that  church 
and  was  one  of  the  most  generous  contributors 
toward  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice.  He  mar- 
ried Susanna  Startzel  (daughter  of  John),  who 
waS'born  March  11,  1800,  and  died  Jan.  22,  1873; 
Mr.  Adams  died  Jan.  28,  1882,  and  is  buried  at 
the  Blue  Church.  Their  children  were:  Benjamin, 
who  died  in  1895,  at  the  ago  of  seventy-four  years 
(his  children  were  Edward,  William  and  Lucinda)  ; 
Daniel  II. , born  in  1822.  who  died  in  1892:  Cas- 
per, deceased:  George  C.,  born  Aug.  17,  1826; 
David,  born  in  1830;  Jacob,  born  in  1833,  who 
died  in  1895;  Samuel,  deceased;  William;  Eliz- 


abeth (deceased),  vcbo  married  William  Smith; 
Susanna  (deceased),  who  married  William  Klase; 
Polly,  Mrs.  Fry,  deceased;  Angelina,  who  mar- 
ried William  Smith ; and  Harriet,  deceased. 

David  Adams,  son  of  Casper,  was  born  in  1830 
in  what  is  now  Ealpho  township,  and  was  reared 
to  farming  pursuits,  which  he  continued  to  fol- 
low all  his  life.  He  died  in  1867,  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-seven  years,  and  is  buried  at  the  Blue 
Church.  Mr.  Adams  married  Margaret  IMartz, 
daughter  of  David  IMartz,  of  the  same  locality, 
and  she  died  Sept.  23,  1871,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
three  years.  To  them  were  born  eight  children, 
as  follows:  William  IL,  who  lives  at  Dryville, 
Berks  Co.,  Pa. ; Eichard  E.,  of  East  Orange.  X. 
J. ; David  X. ; Harvey  E.,  of  Germantown,  Phila- 
delf>hia.  Pa. ; Curtis  M. : Lorenzo,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Mary  H.,  who  died  of  smallpox,  in  Sham- 
okin;  and  Harriet  L.,  wife  of  Harvey  C.  Sober,  of 
Spring  Grove,  Ya.  (she  visited  Sunbury  in  the 
summer  of  1910,  after  an  absence  of  twenty  years 
from  the  Xorth). 

David  X.  Adams,  son  of  David,  was  born  July 
7,  1859,  near  Elysburg,  in  Ealpho  township,  and 
there  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
He  was  engaged  at  farm  work  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty  years,  when  he  went  to  Danville  for 
a j’ear,  in  1880  coming  to  Sunbury,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  Here  he  learned  the  trade 
of  painter  and  paper  hanger,  for  fourteen  years  re- 
maining in  the  employ  of  Ira  T.  Clement,  until, 
in  1895,  he  commenced  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count. He  has  a shop  in  the  rear  of  his  residence, 
at  Xo.  108  Xorth  Fourth  street,  and  has  a large 
trade,  which  has  shown  a steady  increase  up  to 
the  present  time.  He  employs  from  four  to  ten 
skilled  men,  according  to  the  amount  of  work  on 
hand. 

Mr.  Adams  served  nine  years  as  member  of  the 
Sunbury  school  board  from  the  Second  ward,  and 
for  one  year  of  that  time  was  treasurer  of  the 
board.  He  is  a Eepublican  in  political  sentiment. 
His  religious  connection  is  with  the  Methodist 
Church  and  socially  he  is  a member  of  the  Knights 
of  Malta,  belonging  to  Commandery  Xo.  112. 

On  Feb.  21,  1889,  Mr.  Adams  married  Chris- 
tina Baldy,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Delilah 
(Bright)  Baldy,  and  they  have  had  a family  of 
six  children,  all  still  at  home  with  their  parents, 
namely:  Frank,  Ifarry,  Catharine,  Thomas,  Da- 

vid X.,  Jr.,  and  IMargaret. 

Curtis  il.  Adams,  son  of  David,  was  Iiorii 
April  4,  1862,  in  what  is  now  Ealpho  township, 
and  was  brought  up  to  farm  life.  In  1890  he  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  business  in  the  borough  of 
Shamokin,  in  partnership  with  E.  H.  IMartz.  and 
there  remained  two  years,  in  the  spring  of  18ii2 
coming  to  Sunbury,  where  he  established  himself 
in  the  same  line.  He  continued  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness here  until  1910,  making  a success  of  same. 
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l)ui  in  the  i ieimtinie,  in  lOUo,  he  had  started  his 
present  business,  to  which  he  now  gives  all  his  at- 
tention. Ilis  store  at  Xo.  506  Market  street  is  well 
stocked  AA'ith  a complete  line  of  horse  goods  and 
shoe  findings,  ‘being  the  leading  leather  store  in 
Xorthuml)erland  county,  and  he  manufactures 
harness  to  order.  i}.Ir.  Adams's  previous  experience 
in  the  livery  business  gave  him  thorough  insight 
into  the  requirements  of  his  present  line,  and  he 
is  in  every  way  fitted  to  conduct  wliat  is  recognized 
as  the  foremost  establishment  of  the  kind  in  this 
section.  Ilis  business  methods  and  standing  are 
most  creditable.  Politically  he  is  a Pepublican,  has 
served  as  a member  of  the  borougli  council,  and  is 
known  as  a jmblic-spirited  citizen.  He  has  been 
an  active  member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  for  some  years, 
being  a past  grand  of  Lodge  Xo.  203  and  since 
1908  a representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He 
is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

On  April  4,  1895,  Mr.  Adams  married  Alice  Sil- 
vius,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Tucker)  Sil- 
vius,  of  Sunbury.  Mrs.  Adams’s  father  died  in 
Xovember,  1908,  aged  eighty-one  v'ears.  Her  moth- 
er died  in  1901.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Adams,  namely:  Ruth,  ilary, 

Robert  (who  died  in  his  third  year),  Florence  and 
John  Jacob. 

REUBEX  F.  IMARTZ,  farmer  and  lumberman 
of  Shamokin  townshii'),  was  born  Aug.  27,  1852, 
upon  the  homestead  farm  at  Reed’s  station,  son  of 
Solomon  Martz.  The  early  members  of  the  Martz 
family  in  America  came  from  Gennany  and  set- 
tled in  Berks  county.  Pa.,  whence  David  Martz, 
great-grandfather  of  Reul)en  F.  Martz,  moved  into 
Xorthumberland  county. 

David  Martz  and  his  brother  Jacob  moved  from 
Berks  county  toward  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  settling  on  Shamokin  creek,  three  miles 
south  of  Sunbury.  He  was  a blacksmith,  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade  in  connection  with  farming.  He 
married  Barbara  IMiller,  and  they  had  a family 
of  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daughters : 
David,  Henry,  Peter,  Abraham  and  George,  all  of 
whom  but  Henry  moved  to  Dayton,  Ohio,  where 
they  died;  Susan,  who  married  John  Richstine, 
and  Elizabeth,  who  married  Abraham  Arter. 

Henry  Martz,  son  of  David,  was  born  on  the 
homestead  in  Shamokin  township,  Xorthumber- 
land county,  and  was  a farmer  by  occupation.  He 
married  Elizatieth  Fagely,  riaughter  of  Christian 
and  Magdalena  Fagely,  pioneers  of  Shamokin 
township.  iMr.  and  Mrs.  lilartz  both  died  in  Slia- 
mokin  and  are  buried  in  St.  Peters  graveyard. 
They  had  six  cliildren:  Hettie,  Katie,  Mary  Ann, 
George,  Solomon  and  Xathan,  all  now  deceased  but 
Xathan,  who  resides  in  Sunhury,  Pennsylvania. 

Solomon  iMartz,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  iMareh 
22,  1818,  in  Upper  xVugusta  township,  Xorthum- 
berland county,  and  when  seven  years  old  wont  to 


township,  remaining  witli  him  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  old.  He  tlien  entered  the  emplov' 
of  his  uncles  Amos,  George  and  Xathan  Fagely, 
wlio  had  a store  at  Mauch  Cliunk,  clerking  tliere 
sixteen  months.  Returning  to  Shamokin  he  en- 
gaged with  IVilliam  and  Reuben  Fagely  in  a sim- 
ilar capacity,  continuing  for  a year,  after  wiiich 
he  went  to  IMount  Carmel  to  work  for  Solomon 
Fagelv",  who  kept  a tavern  there.  He  remained 
with  him  a year.  At  that  time  a stage  line  was 
started  between  Mount  Cannel  and  Shamokin,  and 
he  was  appointed  driver  and  mail  carrier,  work- 
ing as  such  for  a few  months.  He  then  took  the 
same  position  on  the  stage  line  between  Pottsville 
and  Xorthumberland,  for  one  year,  and  he  was  the 
last  survivor  of  those  connected  with  this  method 
of  transportation  in  central  Pennsylvania  at.  that 
time.  Returning  to  Shamokin,  he  was  elected 
supervisor  of  Coal  township,  having  charge  of  the 
roads  from  Mount  Carmel  to  Trevorton,  and  filled 
that  office  two  years.  During  the  next  seven  years 
he  was  engaged  in  hauling  coal  over  the  railroad 
from  Shamokin  to  Sunbury  for  William  and  Reu- 
ben Fagely,  under  contract,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  settling  on  the  farm  at  Reed’s  station  where 
he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  died 
Oct.  4,  1894,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  and  is 
buried  at  Reed’s  Church. 

Mr.  Martz  was  always  interested  in  the  welfare 
of  the  community  and  the  success  of  those  enter- 
prises that  affected  all  its  members.  His  gener- 
osity to  those  less  fortunate  than  himself,  his  benev- 
olence to  all  philanthropic  movements,  his  sym- 
patliy  with  all  who  needed  it,  were  as  much  the 
cause  of  the  esteem  he  enjoyed  as  his  industrious 
and  successful  career.  He  and  his  family  attended 
the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  when  St. 
Jacob's  was  rebuilt,  in  1870,  ho  contributed  all  the 
brick  necessary,  one  hundred  thousand,  Ms  chil- 
dren giving  tlie  money  to  erect  the  steeple,  81, -200. 
In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Republican  and  great- 
ly interested  in  the  success  of  the  party,  though  he 
never  had  any  political  aspirations  for  himself. 
He  was  overseer  of  the  }X)or  for  one  year  afteg 
settling  in  Shamokin  township. 

On  April  6,  1811,  Mr.  Martz  married  Hannah 
Reed,  born  in  1815,  died  Dec.  15,  1895,  aged 
eighty  years,  daughter  of  John  and  Eva  (How- 
ard) Reed,  of  Shamokin  townsMp,  and  to  this  un- 
ion were  born  seven  children ; (ieorge  0. ; William 
F..  who  died  young;  Isabella,  who  died  in  1875, 
aged  thirty-oire  years ; Soplironia,  who  died  in 
1874,  at  the  age;  of  thirty-three  years;  Reuben 
F.,  John  Henry  and  Jesse  R.,  all  of  whom  live  at 
Reed’s  station,  Jesse  being  on  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead. 

Reuben  F.  Martz  received  his  early  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  home  locality,  later  at- 
tending Elvsburg  Academy.  After  working  some 
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time  foe  liis  father  he  entered  the  timber  businessj 
funnshing  props  fur  tlie  mines.  This  he  has  con- 
tinued to  carry  on  in  connection  with  farming, 
owning  a tract  of  120  acres,  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead, his  property  adjoining  the  lands  of  his 
brothers  Jesse  Ih  and  John  II.  He  has  erected 
fine  buildings  on  the  place  since  it  came  into  his 
possession,  putting  up  his  residence  in  190-‘3.  and 
the  property  is  not  only  valuable  for  its  natural  ad- 
vantages but  also  for  the  Judicious  improvements 
which  have  been  made  on  it.  He  has  devoted  all 
his  time  to  his  priv-ate  affairs,  taking  no  part  in 
public  life,  though  he  has  the  public-spirited  in- 
terest in  such  matters  which  every  good  citizen 
feels.  He  is  a Eepublican  in  politics. 

Mr.  Martz  married  Emma  5l.  Muench,  who  was 
born  in  I860,  daughter  of  Jac<jb  E.  Muench,  and 
died  Jan.  7,  190?  ; she  is  buried  at  Eeed's  Church. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  this  union,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy,  the  others  being:  William, 
a graduate  of  Fennsyhania  State  College,  now 
located  in  Chicago,  111.;  Hattie,  wife  of  Edw. 
Michael,  living  in  Sunburv;  Solomon,  a graduate 
of  Bucknell  College,  now  living  at  home;  Freder- 
ick, who  died  when  seven  years  old ; Emma ; and 
Ada.  The  family  are  Lutherans  in  religion. 

SXYDEE  (SCHXEIDEE).  The  Snyders  or 
Schneiders  are  a numej’ous  and  respected  family  of 
the  southeastern  section  of  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty, with  which  region  they  have  been  identified  for 
several  successive  generations.  Their  first  ancestor 
of  whom  we  have  record  was  one  ■ 

(I)  Peter  Schneider,  who  settled  in  Berks 
county,  Pa.,  in  1719,  coming  from  Xew  York 
with  the  first  colony  under  the  leadership  of  Con- 
rad Weiser. 

(II)  Abraham  Schneider,  son  of  Peter,  had  a 
son 

(III)  Daniel  Schneider,  who  was  born  in  Bethel 
township,  Lancaster  (later  Berks)  county,  and  who 
was  the  father  of 

(IV)  Johann  Xicholas  Schneider,  the  first  of 
the  family  in  Xorthumberland  county.  He  set- 
tled in  what  is  now  L'pper  IMahanoy  township, 
being  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  of  the  valley. 
He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  An(lrew  Geist,  the  original 
place  comprising  a large  acreage.  He  was  born 
Sept.  10,  1749,  and  died  Oct.  28,  1821 ; his  wife 
Anna  Maria,  Ixnn  Xov.  25,  1750,  died  Dec.  23, 
1827.  They  are  Imried  at  Himmel's  Church,  in 
which  vicinity  the  family  is  numerously  repre- 
sented. Johann  Xicholas  Schneider  and  his  fam- 
ily were  Lutherans,  and  in  1778  helped  to  organ- 
ize Himmel’s  Church,  and  in  1818  he  assisted  in 
the  building  of  the  new  church,  the  old  log  struc- 
ture being  replaced  by  one  of  stone.  Many  of  his 
descendants  are  buried  there  also.  The  early  mem- 
])ers  of  the  family  were  all  good  singers,  and 


they  were  not  only  active  in  the  church  and  in 
the  choir  but  also  in  the  singing  schools  held  at 
that  day.  To  Johann  Xicholas  and  Anna  Maria 
Schneider  were  born  six  children : Johan  J acob, 
Johan  Peter,  Abraham,  George,  Maria  Christina 
(1779-1859,  married  Andraes  Geist)  and  Anna 
Catharine  (born  July  ij,  1792,  married  Johan 
Gcxirg  Erdman,  1787-1858  ; she  died  Aug.  20,  1842, 
and  is  buried  at  Herb  Church). 

(Y)  Johan  Jacob  Schneider,  son  of  Johann 
Xicholas,  was  born  Xov.  22,  1780,  in  Upper  IMa- 
hanoy  township,  and  died  May  29,  1851.  He  was 
a lifelong  farmer,  succeeding  liis  father  in  the 
ownership  of  the  homestead;  his  dwelling  was  near 
Greenbrier.  He  married  Magdalena  Erdman,  born 
June  7,  1783,  died  Oct.  31,  1861,  and  both  were 
Lutheran  members  of  Himmel’s  Church,  where 
the}’  are  buried.  They  had  a family  of  thirteen 
children:  Jacob,  John  A.,  Joseph,  Jonathan, 
George,  Samuel,  Peter,  Andrew,  Heinrich,  Da\id, 
Sallie  (married  Jacob  Hoffa),  Kate  (married 
Jacob  Hetrich)  and  Lydia  (married  a Moritz). 

(Y)  Johan  Peter  Schneider,  son  of  Johann 
Xicholas.  born  Sept.  10,  178’2,  died  Oct.  17,  1841. 
He  was  a farmer,  and  lived  in  IVashingron  town- 
ship, Xorthumberland  county,  near  his  brother 
Johan  Jacob.  His  wife,  Gertraut  Maurer,  lx>rn 
July  5,  1779,  died  April  1,  1844.  They  had  sons 
John  and  George  and  daughters  Sallie  (married 
Jonathan  Smith),  Elizabeth  (married  Xicholas 
Drumheller'),  Catharine  (married  John  Hetrich) 
and  a daughter  who  married  Abraham  Deppen. 

(Y)  Abraham  Schneider,  son  of  Johann  Xich- 
olas, born  Sept.  4,  1788,  died  Feb.  8,  1873.  He 
lived  south  of  his  brother  Jacob,  in  the  same 
township,  and  his  farm  continued  in  the  family, 
being  owned  until  recently  by  his  grandson, 
A.  Morris  Snyder.  His  wife,  Susanna  (Schweitz- 
er), born  May  14,  1790,  died  Jan.  23,  1870,  and 
both  are  Imried  at  St.  John’s  Church,  in  Upper 
Mahanoy  township.  They  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Abraham  (died  April  18,  1894,  aged  76 
years,  one  month,  five  days ; his  wife,  Susanna,  died 
X”ov.  13,  1898,  aged  eighty  years,  four  months, 
eighteen  days),  Geo'rge  (who  moved  away  from  this 
region),  John  S.,  Daniel  S.,  Simon,  IViliiam  (lived 
in  Allentown,  Pa.)  and  Catharine  (married  George 
Kahler). 

( Y)  George  Schneider,  son  of  Johann  Xicholas, 
liorii  in  Upper  IMahanoy  township  Dec.  5,  1794. 
died  Oct.  26,  1875.  He  lived  in  the  extreme  east- 
(‘rn  end  of  Upper  Mahanoy  townsiiip,  on  the  farm 
near  Howertcr's  Church  now  owned  by  his  son 
Aaron  W.,  and  followed  fanning.  Mr.  Schneider 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his  brother  Ab- 
raham, and  followed  it  to  some  extent,  helping 
to  build  the  Old  Stone  Himmel’s  Church  in  1818. 
His  farm  comprised  230  acres,  and  he  built  there- 
on the  first  house  and  the  barn  now  used  by  his  son 
Aaron,  the  latter  being  erectcil  in  1811.  He  lield 
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the  otfice  of  township  supervisor  and  local  elec- 
tion offices,  and  was  a Democrat  in  politics. 

On  Marcli  4,  1818,  George  Schneider  married 
Catharine  Wagner,  daughter  of  Jacob  Wagner, 
born  May  18,  1797,  died  Jan.  25,  1885;  they  are 
buried  at  the  Howerter  Church,  of  which  all  the 
family  were  Lutheran  members.  ^Ir.  Sclmeider 
was  a trustee  of  the  church.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Schneider  had  a family  of  twelve  children : Sol- 
omon (who  died  young),  Elizabeth  (married  Sam- 
uel Schmink),  Charles,  Hannah  (married  Abra- 
ham Erdman),  Catharine,  Lydia  and  Mary  (twins, 
the  latter  dying  young),  Gideon,  Helen,  George 
(married  a Long),  Aaron  W.,  and  Abbie  (married 
a Mr.  Adkin). 

(VI)  A.vrox  W.  Sxydek.  son  of  George, 
was  born  April  14,  1840,  on  his  fathers  farm, 
and  was  reared  there,  and  with  the  exception  of 
one  year  when  he  lived  with  his  brother-in-law, 
Daniel  Deed,  has  passed  his  life  on  this  place. 
He  attended  the  old  subscription  schools  which 
afforded  the  only  advantages  obtainable  in  the  lo- 
cality in  his  youth,  and  was  reared  to  agricul- 
ture, which  he  has  always  followed.  But  he  has 
also  become  a good  mechanic,  being  a first-class 
carpenter  and  blacksmith.  In  the  spring  of  1868 
he  began  farming  for  himself  on  the  old  place, 
which  is  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  and  he  has 
prospered  steadily,  having  a valuable  farm,  well 
managed  and  productive. 

Soon  after  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Snyder  married 
Lizzie  Erdman,  daughter  of  Abraham  Erdman 
(who  married  a Trautman),  who  lived  near  Hough 
and  Eeady,  Schuylkill  county,  and  nine  children 
have  been  born  to  this  marriage : Cora,  who  is 
unmarried;  George,  of  Upper  Mahanoy,  who  mar- 
ried Jennie  Trautman  (they  have  had  three  chil- 
dren, Earle,  Eema  and  Elwood,  the  last  named 
being  deceased)  ; Bertha,  who  died  in  childhood; 
Walter  I.,  a farmer  of  Upper  ^lahanoy,  who  mar- 
ried Sallie  Duller  and  has  three  children,  Bessie, 
Minnie  and  Charles : Carrie,  who  married  George 
Hornberger ; Emma,  who  died  young ; Della  J. ; 
Charles  D.,  and  Mamie  A, 

(VI)  John  A.  Snyder,  son  of  Johan  Jacob, 
was  born  March  2!),  1803,  in  Upper  Mahanoy 
town.ship,  where  he  lived  and  died,  passing  away 
April  18,  1867.  He  was  a lifelong  farmer,  own- 
ing a fine  place  of  140  acres  along  the  south  side 
of  Line  Dlountain,  near  Greenbrier.  He  was  a 
Lutheran  member  and  one  of  the  most  liberal 
supporters  of  and  active  workers  in  nimmel's 
Church,  holding  all  the  church  offices,  and  helped 
to  work  on  the  old  stone  church  mentioned  previ- 
ously, as  having  been  erected  in  1818,  helping  to 
gather  stone  from  the  mountain.  He  u’as  twice 
married,  and  both  his  wives  were  Eeformed  mem- 
bers of  that  church.  His  first  wife,  Dlaria  (Schol- 
lenberger),  is  buried  there.  She  was  a daughter 
of  Benedict  and  Christian  Schollen- 


berger,  who  came  from  Albany  township,  Berks 
county,  and  his  second  wife,  Judith  (Diehl),  a 
native  of  Berks  county,  was  a daughter  of  Michael 
and  Sarah  (Schollenberger)  Diehl,  her  mother  be- 
ing a sister  of  Maria,  his  first  wife,  Mrs.  Judith 
vSnyder  died  Jan.  3(),  1907,  aged  ninety  years, 
two  months,  six  days.  Mr.  Snyder  hacl  fifteen 
children  by  his  first  wife,  eight  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  namely;  Solomon,  Michael,  Benjamin, 
Amos,  Jared,  Aaron,  John,  a son  not  named,  Ee- 
gina,  Susanna,  and  five  daughtei  s who  died  young, 
several  close  together,  of  diphtheria.  To  the  sec- 
ond marriage  were  born  six,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters : Peter  D.,  J eremiah,  Tobias,  Hannah 
(married  David  Schoffstall),  Lydia  (married  John 
Schoffstall,  brother  of  David)  and  Sarah  (married 
James  S.  Eeitz). 

(VII)  Peter  D.  Snyder  was  born  in  the  Swab- 
ian Creek  Valley,  and  there  lived  for  some  time 
after  reaching  maturity,  following  his  trade,  that 
of  saddler.  In  1876  he  moved  ro  Jordan  town- 
ship, on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son  John  M. 
Snyder,  which  he  purchased  in  1882.  Here  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  following  both 
farming  and  his  trade.  He  died  Oct.  8,  1901, 
aged  fifty-two  years,  and  is  buried  at  Klingers- 
town.  His  wife,  Fietta  Eeiner,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Peggy  (DIasser)  Eeiner,  from  Berks 
county,  frecpiently  cisited  relatives  and  friends 
there.  She  died  June  8,  1906,  at  the  age  of  sixty, 
and  is  buried  in  the  Snyder  family  plot  at  Kling- 
erstown.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  had  two  children, 
John  M.  and  Charles,  the  latter  of  whom  lives  in 
Portland,  Oregon  (he  married  Sallie  Deibert  and 
has  one  child,  Jesse). 

(VIII)  JoHX  M.  SxYDER,  son  of  Peter  D. 
Snyder,  was  born  Aug.  7,  1872,  in  Upper  Ma- 
hanoy township,  and  was  reared  upon  the  farm, 
working  for  his  parents  until  about  twenty  years 
old.  Meantime  he  also  learned  the  saddlers  trade 
from  his  father,  and  followed  it  for  some  years ; 
since  he  has  made  fanning  his  principal  business 
he  has  confined  his  work  at  the  trade  to  his  own 
needs  and  work  for  his  neighbors.  In  1908  he 
began  farming  on  his  own  account,  but  since  1906 
he  has  owned  the  seventy-two  acre  farm  in  .Tor- 
dan  township,  a half  mile  northwest  of  Ivlingers- 
town,  upon  which  he  lives,  and  which  was  formerly 
his  father's  property.  It  is  just  five  minutes^ 
walk  from  the  point  where  Schuylkill,  Dauphin 
and  Northumberland  counties  converge.  This 
was  the  old  Samuel  West  homestead,  and  the  house, 
which  is  of  log  construction,  was  built  about 
eighty  years  ago.  Mr.  Snyder  is  enterprising  and 
up-to-date  in  his  farming  operations,  and  gives 
special  attention  to  the  raising  of  chickens  and 
hogs. 

On  March  18,  1909,  Dir.  Snyder  married  Hattie 
Schadel,  daughter  of  William  and  Catharine 
(Strohcckcr)  Schadel.  Dir.  and  DIrs.  Snyder  are 
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Lutheran  members  of  the  Klingerstowii  Church, 
and  he  is  a Democrat  in  political  principle,  with 
inclinations  for  independent  action  when  the  occa- 
sion demands. 

(VII),  Tobias  Sxyder,  son  of  John  A.,  was 
born  Dec.  11,  1851,  on  his  father’s  homestead, 
amd  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
He  made  good  use  of  his  opportunities  for  study- 
ing German,  in  which  he  is  quite  proficient.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  when  he  became  of 
age  took  up  farming  on  the  place  where  he  was 
bom,  and  where  he  has  continued  ever  since.  His 
farm  is  a nice  level  tract  of  140  acres,  well  im- 
proved under  his  management,  and  he  has  greatly 
remodeled  the  dwelling,  making  an  addition  to  the 
west  side.  The  east  part  is  a log  house  built  by 
Benedict  Schollenberger,  and  when  Mr.  Snyder 
remodeled  it,  in  1897,  it  was  exactly  one  hundred 
years  old.  He  is  energetic  and  progressive,  and 
has  been  successful  in  his  work,  so  much  so  that 
besides  his  home  property  he  owns  four  of  the  nicest 
farms  in  the  valley ; one  is  across  the  line  in  "Wash- 
ington township,  adjoining  Upper  Mahanoy.  His 
acreage  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other  one  man 
in  the  section.  One  of  his  farms  was  the  Abra- 
ham Geist  homestead : another  the  Daniel  Gonser 
homestead;  another  the  Jonas  Eeitz  homestead; 
and  a fourth  his  uncle  Jonathan  Snyder’s  home- 
stead. He  has  built  new  houses  on  three  of  these 
places,  and  the  Snyder  properties  are  easily  dis- 
tinguished from  the  fact  that  the  houses  are  all 
painted  white.  Thrifty  management  and  neatness 
of  appearance  characterize  all  his  farms.  Mr. 
Snyder  is  a representative  citizen  of  Upper  Maha- 
noy township,  esteemed  for  his  honorable  and  use- 
ful citizenship,  and  has  given  efficient  service  as 
overseer  of  the  poor.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  day,  and  has 
an  excellent  memory,  being  particularly  well  versed 
in  the  early  history  of  his  family.  He  belongs  to 
the  Lutheran  congregation  of  HimmeFs  Church, 
which  he  has  served  as  deacon  and  elder,  and  he 
assisted  liberally  when  the  present  beautiful  church 
was  erected  in  1904. 

In  1880  Mr.  Snyder  married  Emma  Eeitz, 
daughter  of  Jonas  Eeitz,  and  five  children  have 
been  born  to  them : James  L.,  a fanner  of  Upper 
Mahanoy  township,  married  Mary  Schreffler,  and 
they  have  had  three  children,  Charles,  Florence 
and  Dory;  C.  Howard,  a farmer  of  Upper  Maha- 
noy torvnship,  married  Tenev  Smith,  and  they  have 
had  three  children,  William,  Helen  and  Flossie; 
Ira  C.,  who  lives  with  his  father,  married  Minnie 
Snyder,  and  they  have  had  two  children,  Ambrose 
(deceased)  and  Edna;  1).  Francis,  who  lives  on 
his  father’s  Washington  township  farm,  married 
Mary  Eebuck  and  tliey  have  had  two  chihlren, 
Emma  and  Sarah;  Jennie  i\I.  married  IVilliam 
SchrelHer,  brother  of  iMarvfwho  married  James 
L.  Snyder),  and  they  have  had  two  children,  Tdoyd 


and  Anna  (they  live  in  Upper  Mahanoy  town- 
ship). 


(VI)  Jonathan  Snyder,  son  of  Johan  Jacob, 
was  born  in  the  Swabian  creek  section  of  Upper 
Mahanoy  township,  and  died  in  1876,  aged  sixty- 
seven  years.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
owned  the  place  which  is  now  one  of  the  Tobias 
Snyder  farms.  He  was  active  in  church  matters 
as  a Lutheran  member  of  Himmel’s  Church,  and 
held  various  church  office.s,  and  he  is  buried  at 
that  church.  He  married  Susanna  Schollenberger, 
daughter  of  Benedict  Schollenberger,  of  Albany 
township,  Berks  county,  and  they  had  children  as 
follows:  Simon  S.  is  mentioned  below;  Jacob  S. 
died  on  his  farm  at  Leek  Kill  April  7,  1894,  aged 
sixty-three  years,  ten  months,  twenty-nine  days,  his 
wife,  Catharine,  dying  Aug.  26,  1903,  aged  sixty- 
seven  years,  three  months,  nine  days;  Cornelius, 
who  was  a carpenter  by  trade,  built  the  famous 
Elijah  Byerly  barn  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township, 
the  most  modern  barn  in  that  township,  and  later 
removed  to  Laporte,  Ind.,  where  he  died  ; Enoch, 
a blacksmith,  went  to  the  defense  of  his  country 
in  the  Civil  war,  and  because  of  his  extraordinary 
strength  was  selected  as  one  of  the  four  liundred 
men  detailed  to  erect  the  pontoon  bridge  across 
the  Eappahanock  river,  being  shot  Avhile  engaged 
on  that  work,  in  December,  1862 ; Emanuel  died 
at  home,  during  the  epidemic  of  spotted  fever ; 
Gehret  (or  Gehred),  of  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  rvas  for- 
merly a shoemaker,  but  has  lately  entered  the 
hotel  business,  being  proprietor  of  the  •‘'Exchange 
Hotel”  at  Bloomsburg;  Henry  M.  is  mentioned 
below;  Lydia  mariued  Gabriel  Eeiuer ; Elizabeth 
married  illiain  Kehres ; Sarah  married  William 
Kauffman. 

(VII)  SiMOx  S.  Sxyder,  son  of  Jonathan,  was- 
liorn  March  2,  1829,  and  died  Jan.  3,  1904.  Dur- 
ing his  earlier  life  he  tvas  a shoemaker  and  saddler, 
later  becoming  a farmer,  and  he  owned  the  tine 
property  Avlncli  is  now  in  the  possession  of  his  son 
EcUvin  W.  He  built  the  large  Swiss  barn  (100  bv 
50  feet  in  dimensions)  which  stands  on  the  place  in 
1871.  He  took  some  part  in  local  affairs,  serving  as 
overseer  of  the  poor  in  his  district,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  was  a deacon  of  St.  James;  Church 
in  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  of  which  he  was  a 
Lutheran  membc'r ; he  and  his  wife  are  buried 
at  that  church. 

i\Ir.  Snyder  married  Leah  Wetzel,  born  Xov. 
20,  1829,  died  June  21,  1886,  daughter  of  Peter 
Wetzel,  and  six  children  were  born  to  this  union: 
Lizzie  (married  Peter  Paul).  William  W.,  Edwin 
Wd,  Kate  (married  Joel  Daniel  and  later  Pre«ton 
Fretz),  Sarah  E.  (married  Edwin  Beisel  and  later 
Samuel  Herb)  and  'Susan  (married  Daniel  Eun- 
kel). 

(VIII)  Edavix  W.  Sxyder,  son  of  Simon  S., 
is  one  of  the  foremost  agriculturists  in  his  di.'j- 
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trict.  He  was  born  Feb.  4,  1857,  in  Upper  Ala- 
hantango  township,  Scliuylkill  eounU",  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  'life,  working  for  ids  jmrents  until 
he  was  thirt3‘-three  years  old.  He  was  paid  wages 
from  the  time  he  was  twenty-one.  In  the  spring 
of  1890  he  began  farming  for  himself  on  the 
place  where  he  now  lives,  in  Upper  Alahanoy 
township,  located  on  the  road  from  Line  Alountain 
to  Pitman,  and  about  three-quarters  of  a mile 
from  the  Schuylkill  county  line.  His  farm  con- 
tains 218  acres  of  the  best  land  in  the  vicinity, 
and  is  in  excellent  condition  in  every  respect,  giv- 
ing evidence  of  intelligent  care  and  tirst-class 
management.  He  takes  his  produce  to  Shadiokin. 
Mr.  Sni'der  has  won  success  by  liard  work,  and 
he  is  deservedly  one  of  the  most  respected  men  in 
his  neighborhood.  He  has  been  a school  director 
of  his  township  since  1904,  has  served  as  over- 
seer of  the  poor,  and  has  proved  his  worth  in 
many  capacities.  In  political  connection  he  is  a 
Democrah  He  and  his  family  are  members  of 
•the  United  Evangelical  Church  (the  Union 
Church)  in  Eldred  township,  Schuylkill  county. 

On  June  9,  1879,  Mr.  Snyder  married  Alary 
Ann  Herb,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Catharine 
(Fetherolf)  Herb  and  granddaughter  of  Adam  and 
Magdalena  (Schwartz)  Herb.  Ten  children  have 
been  born  to  this  union:  Clara  J.,  Sadie  (married 
Sylvester  Fetter),  Henry  S.  (married  Alary  Ker- 
steller),  D.  Edwin  (married  Alamie  Leitzel), 
Bessie  L.  (married  Henry  AVehry),  A’ictor  C., 
Lloyd  E.,  Allen  H.,  Gehret  H.  and  Ora  E. 

(VII)'  Hexky  AI.  Sxydee,  postmaster  at  Hick- 
ory Corners,  Northumberland  county,  was  bom 
Sept.  27,  1851,  in  Upper  Alahanoy  township,  on 
the  old  homestead.  He  received  but  meager  edu- 
cational advantages,  his  whole  attendance  at 
school  covering  only  seven  months,  but  by  appli- 
cation and  intelligent  use  of  his  time  he  has  won 
the  reputation  of  being  the  best  read  citizen  of 
his  section,  and  he  is  well  up  on  current  events, 
having  an  active  mind  and  a taste  for  reading 
which  has  made  many  of  his  leisure  hours  enjoy- 
able. AA'ith  the  exception  of  the  ministers  he  has 
the  largest  and  most  comprehensive  library  in  his 
•district,  and  his  fondness  for  history  is  apparent 
in  his  selections.  Air.  Snyder  has  led  an  active 
and  progressive  life.  Reared  on  the  farm,  he 
passed  his  early  years  in  agricultural  work,  and 
when  eighteen  began  to  learn  shoemaking  and  har- 
nessmaking, following  same  for  thirty  years. 
From  1871  to  1875  he  was  with  his  brother  Gehret, 
in  1875  settling  in  Hickory  Corners,  where  he 
has  made  his  home  ever  since.  In  addition  to 
his  business  he  has  found  many  duties  in  the 
public  affairs  of  the  place,  where  since  1893  he  has 
held  the  office  of  postmaster,  having  been  fir.st 
^ippointed  that  year  and  reappointed  every  foul- 
years  up  to  the  present.  During  his  earlier  years 


Air.  Snyder  was  a very  active  worker  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  in  his  locality,  having  served  fifteen 
consecutive  years  as  township  conunitteeman,  and 
for  twelve  years  -was  delegate  to  the  county  con- 
ventions. He  was  one  of  the  confreres  of  Con- 
gressman Simon  F.  AAYlverton  who  nominated 
him  for  the  district  on  the  occasion  of  his  latest 
nomination,  which  was  followed  by  his  election. 
He  was  an  ardent  Democrat  until  1896,  when  he 
joined  the  Gold  Standard  wing  of  the  party.  In 
1901  Air.  Snyder  was  elected  a member  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social  Science, 
which  then  had  a membership  of  1,800  in  the 
United  States.  Air.  Snyder  has  been  a correspond- 
ent for  four  county  papers  since  1898,  and  he 
was  the  principal  contributor  to  an  elaborate 
article  published  in  the  Philadelphia  Record  and 
other  metropolitan  papers  in  October,  1898,  en- 
titled “Homage  in  Cannon  Roars.'’  He  is  one 
of  the  stockholders  in  the  Sunbury  National 
Bank,  and  his  judgment  in  financial  matters  is 
highly  prized. 

On  Alarcli  21,  1875,  Air.  Snv’der  was  married 
to  Esther  R.  Zartman,  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Hettie  (Raker)  Zartman,  and  they  have  had  a 
family  of  six  children : Daniel  J.,  who  is  at  pres- 
ent principal  of  the  Alifflinville  high  school  in 
Columbia  county.  Pa. ; Harlan  R.  C.,  also  a public 
school  teacher,  now  supervising  principal  of  the 
AVest  Berwick  schools  in  Columbia  county ; and 
four  who  died  young — Halmer  B.,  AVilson,  Susanna 
and  Esther.  Air.  and  Airs.  Snyder  and  their  family 
are  Lutheran  members  of  the  Zion’s  (Stone  A’al- 
ley)  Church;  Air.  Snyder  served  two  years  as 
deacon  and  was  secretary  of  tlie  Sunday  school 
for  a number  of  years. 


(AH)  John  S.  Snyder,  son  of  Abraliam,  was 
torn  in  Upper  Alahanoy  township  Dec.  16,  1824, 
and  died  Nov  3,  1901,  on  his  farm  in  that  town- 
ship. Air.  Snyder  was  a well  known  man  in  his 
day.  He  followed  shoemaking  for  fifteen  years 
nr  more,  and  also  operated  a farm,  owning  a place 
of  120  acres,  now  the  property  of  his  son  Elias 
Snyder.  He  was  active  in  the  public  affairs  of 
the  cojumunity,  serving  many  years  in  various 
offices,  as  constable,  school  director,  supervisor  and 
auditor,  and  was  also  prominent  in  church  work, 
being  a chorister  of  Himmel's  Church  for  many 
years;  then  Sr.  John’s  church  was  built,  and  he 
became  chorister  there,  serving  until  a few  years 
before  his  death,  hie  wa«  a useful  and  popular 
man  in  the  locality,  a stanch  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  identified  with  the  progress  of 
his  day  in  many  ways. 

Air.  Snyder  married  Susanna  Schreffler.  born 
April  9,  1826,  died  June  28,  1902  (daughter  of 
Godfried  Schreffler)  ,*  and  both  are  buried  at  St. 
John’s  Church,  in  Upper  Alahanoy  township. 
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Fourteen  children  were  horn  to  their  union:  Sarah 
married  Andrew  Dnnkelberger,  and  they  made 
their  Jiome  in  Michigan^,  where  she  still  lives  (i\Ir. 
Dunkelberger  is  deceased)  ; Edward  is  a resident 
of  Sunbury,  Fa.;  ilary  is  the  widow  of  Jerry 
Beissel,  of  South  Bend,  Ind. ; Eudolph  is  men- 
tioned below  ; Luzetta  is  the  widow  of  Joel  Haning 
and  lives  at  Pitman,  Pa. ; Elias  lives  on  the  old 
homestead ; Emma ; Sevilla  married  Daniel  Herb, 
of  Mount  Carmel,  Pa. : John  has  been  lost  track 
of  by  his  family:  Vesta  married  Eobert  Maurer, 
of  Mahantango,  Pa. ; four  died  young. 

(VII)  Eudoli’ii  Sxyder,  son  of  John  S.,  was 
born  Feb.  3,  185'2,  in  Upper  IMahanoy  township, 
and  received  a common  school  education.  He  was 
reared  to  farming,  working  for  his  parents  until 
he  attained  his  majority,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  huckstering  for  seven  years,  making  weekly 
trips  to  Shenandoah  and  Mahano}"  City.  During 
this  time  he  continued  to  live  at  home.  Then,  in 
the  spring  of  1881,  he  came  to  the  place  where 
he  has  ever  since  lived,  following  general  farm- 
ing, in  which  he  has  been  very  s-uccessful.  He 
has  an  eighty-five-acre  farm,  formerly  a Eessler 
homestead,  and  the  property  has  been  improved 
considerably  during  his  ownership.  In  1903  he 
built  the  present  barn,  and  in  1909  he  made  an 
addition  to  the  house. 

In  1881  Mr.  Snyder  married  Sarah  Alice  Geist, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Cecilia  (UpdegratT)  Geist, 
and  nine  children  have  been  born  to  them,  namely : 
Irwin  (married  Carrie  Heim),  Casper  (married 
Minnie  Beutzinger),  Sadie  (married  Charles  Mat- 
tern),  Walter,  Gurney,  Alverta,  Carrie,  Willard 
and  Millard.  Mr.  Snyder  and  his  family  are  Ee- 
formed  memhers  of  Himmel’s  Church.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  political  opinion,  and  he  has  served 
six  years  as  school  director  of  Upper  Mahanoy 
township. 


(VI),  Daniel  S.  Snyder,  son  of  Abraham,  was 
born  Jan.  6,  1837,  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township, 
and  died  March  18,  1903.  He  was  a lifelong  far- 
mer, owning  and  living  upon  the  place  until  re- 
cently occupied  by  his  son,  A.  Morris  Snyder, 
which  comprises- over  two  hundred  acres  in  all: 
there  are  118  acres  of  cleared  land,  besides  the 
woodland.  Mr.  Snyder  prospered,  and  he  built 
the  present  barn  in  1857  ; he  also  built  part  of 
the  dwelling. ' iMr.  Snyder  was  quite  active  in 
his  locality,  was  a Eepublican  in  politics,  and 
served  some  years  as  supervisor  and  also  as  school 
director  of  his  township:  he  held  the  former  office 
at  the  time  the  Mountain  road,  across  Line  Moun- 
tain to  wShamokin,  v/as  built, 
j Mr.  Snyder  married  Sarah  A.  Smith,  daughter 
i of  Samuel  Smith,  and  she  survived  him,  dying 
I May  9,  1905,  aged  seventy-three  years,  seven 
^ months,  nineteen  days.  -Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snyder  and 
I some  of  their  children  are  buried  at  St.  John's 


Church,  in  I’'pper  Mahanoy  township.  They  were 
Lutheran  members  of  that  church.  They  had  the 
following  family:  IlaiTiet,  wlio  married  (first)  Ed. 
Erdman  and  (second)  David  Hepler : iMartin,  a 
farmer  of  Washington  township,  Xortliumlx?rland 
county;  Wesley,  a farmer  of  the  same  township; 
Malinda,  decca.sed,  who  married  Dr.  II.  II.  Malick; 
Ellen,  who  married  William  Houghton:  Daniel, 
of  Allentown,  Pa.;  l\Iilton,  born  -April  13,  1801, 
who  died  of  diphtheria  June  23,  1863;  Samuel 
I.,  born  Jan.  15,  1869,  who  died  Aug.  2,  1873; 
Savira  (or  Sovira),  born  Oct.  21,  1856,  who  died 
of  diphtheria.  May  30,  1863;  Charles  E.,  of  Allen- 
town, Pa.;  -A.  Alorris;  and  Daisy,  who  married 
Howard  Geist,  of  Girardville,  Pennsylvania. 

(VII)  -A.  AIorri-s  SxYDEi;,  son  of  Daniel  S.,  is  a 
prosperoiis  farmer.  He  was  born  on  the  home- 
stea(l  in  I^pper  Afahanoy  township  Alareh  19,  1873. 
and  received  his  education  in  the  local  schools 
and  in  the  academy  at  Berrysburg,  Dauphin  coun- 
ty. Farming  has  Ijeon  his  life  work,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1890  he  began  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count at  the  homestead,  where  he  continued  to 
live  until  he  sold  the  place,  in  1910.  He  and  his 
brother  Charles  purchased  the  farm  from  their 
l)rother  Daniel  in  1890,  and  owned  it  in  partner- 
ship for  nine  years,  at  the  end  of  which  period 
-A.  Alorris  Snyder  ])urchased  his  brother's  inter- 
est. In  1910  he  bought  the  nice  level  place  in 
Eockefeller  townslup  wliere  he  moved  Xov.  21th 
of  that  year,  and  where  he  now  lives.  He  is  a 
successful  agriculturist,  owns  a full  line  of  up-to- 
date  farm  stock,  and  markets  his  produce  at  Ash- 
land and  Girardville.  sometimes  making  as  many 
as  four  trips  a week. 

On  July  8,  1899,  Air.  Snyder  married  Bella 
Jane  Hetrick,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hosanna 
(Dunkelberger)  Hetrick  and  gTanddaughter  of 
John  Hetrick  and  of  Joseph  Dunkelberger.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Snyder: 
Willard  D.  (who  died  in  infancy),  Henry  -Alvin 
and  Esther  Pauline.  Air.  and  Airs.  Snyder  are 
Lutheran  members  of  St.  John’s  Church.  He  is 
a Eepublican  in  politics,  and  at  present  is  serv- 
ing as  township  auditor^  and  supervisor. 

SXYDEE  (SCHXEIDEE).  Gabriel  Schnei- 
der, a native  of  Berks  county.  Pa.,  located  in  the 
Lvkens  A^alley,  in  Dauphin  county,  at  what  is  now 
known  as  Uniontown.  formerly  Snydertown.  He 
was  known  as  "'Gah.''  Schneider.  -V  miller  by 
occupation,  he  built  a stone  gristmill  on  the  Ala- 
hantango  creek  which  is  still  (1910)  standing,  and 
which  after  his  day  was  owned  by  a Boyer.  -Ac- 
cording to  tradition  tliis  pioneer  Sclineider  was 
buried  at  Uniontown.  He  had.  among  other  chil- 
dren, a son  David.  , 

David  Schneider,  son  of  Gabriel,  succeeded  his 
father  in  the  milling  husiuess,  conducting  the  mill 
for  some  years,  until  he  sold  it  to  Boyer;  ilie  hit- 
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ter  was  succeeded  by  his  sou^  Levi  Boyer.  After 
selling  the  mill  David  Schneider  moved  to  Wash- 
ington township,  Northumberland  county,  where 
he  operated  what  is  now  known  as  the  Latsha 
mill.  Continuing  thus  for  som.e  years,  he  moved 
to  Tower  City,  Schuylkill  county,  where  he  died 
at  an  advanced  age.  His  chilclren  were  Henry 
(who  lived  at  Sacramento,  Schuylkill  county)  and 
Peter. 

Peter  Snyder,  son  of  David,  learned  milling  at 
the  LTiiontown  mill,  operated  the  Haas  mill  near 
Suubury,  in  Pockefeller  township,  two  years,  and 
then  came  to  Washington  township,  Avherc  he  ope- 
rated what  is  now  known  as  the  Latsha  mill  for 
two  years.  He  died  in  April,  1849,  when  less 
than  thirty  years  old,  and  is  buried  at  Himmel's 
Church.  Peter  Snyder  married  Elizabeth  Hepner, 
daug'htcr  of  Henry  Plepner  (married  a Schaeffer), 
and  two  children  were  born  to  them,  Sarah  and 
Israel.  The  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Brown, 
now  a retired  miller,  and  they  live  at  Winfield, 
Union  Co.,  Pa. : they  had  children : Elsworth,  Ir- 
win, Charles  and  Emma. 

IsE.VEL  SxYDER,  SOU  of  Peter,  was  born  Nov. 
22,  1847,  in  Pockefeller  township,  Northumber- 
land county,  and  in  1867  commenced  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  has  ever  since  followed. 
After  five  years  at  the  trade  he  began  to  work  as 
boss  carpenter,  and  he  has  been  engaged  all  over 
the  lower  end  of  Northumberland  county  as  well 
as  in  Allentown  and  other  cities  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State.  He  worked  sixteen  years  for 
Acker,  Slayman  & Co.,  of  Shamokin,  and  has  long 
been  in  business  on  his  own  account,  employing 
from  two  to  nineteen  men,  as  the  needs  of  his 
work  demand;  He  built  the  large  store  and  resi- 
dence of  A.  G.  Sleich  at  Gowen  City,  Northum- 
berland county  : two  of  tlie  largest  public  school- 
houses  in  Shamokin;  the  three-story  119-fodt  knob 
factor}'  at  Shamokin ; the  Lutheran  and  Peformed 
church  at  Gowen  City ; the  U.  B.  church  at  Union- 
town  ; and  many  houses  and  barns  in  different 
sections  of  the  county.  His  high-grade  work  and 
success  have  l)rought  him  a large  patronage,  which 
he  holds  by  the  same  methods  through  which  it 
was  won. 

In  1870  l\Ir.  Snyder  m.arried  Elizabeth  iMaurer, 
daughter  of  David  Maurer,  of  Upper  Mahantango 
township,  Schuylkill  county,  and  children  as  fol- 
lows have  Ireen  horn  to  this  union : a son  that 
died  in  infancy  ; Alvin,  who  died  aged  two  years, 
two  months,  eighteen,  days;  Mary  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Edgar  Pomberger,  of  Schuylkill  county,  and 
has  had  Mazie,  Willie.  Annie,  Howard  (deceased) 
and  Katie;  and  Aiuiie  E.,  whp  married  Elmer 
Smith,  of  Shamokin.  and  has  three  children, 
George  Israel,  Emma  E.  and  ikllen. 

!Mr.  Snyder  and  Ids  family  are  Lutheran  mem- 
bers of  St.  John’s  Church.  He  is  an  independent 
voter,  and  has  served  his  township  throe  years 
as  auditor. 


FEED  C.  LINDEP.MAN,  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  well  known  Antlers  Cafe,  in  Shamokin, 
Pa.,  is  of  German  origin,  his  ancestors  first  set- 
tling in  Bucks  county.  Pa.,  upon  coming  to  Amer- 
ica. 

John  Linderman,  the  great-grandfather  of  Fred 
C.,  was  born  in  Bucks  county.  Pa.,  and  removed 
to  Berks  comity,  near  Douglassville,  where  he  pur- 
chased a farm.  In  addition  to  farming  he  was  a 
charcoal  burner  and  also  did  weaving.  He  died 
upon  his  farm  in  Berks  county.  His  children 
were:  Conrad;  William;  Jacob;  John;  Martha, 

and  Frederick. 

Frederick  Linderman,  grandfather  of  Fred  C., 
was  born  in  Berks  county,  near  Douglassville,  and 
also  followed  charcoal  burning.  He  also  learned 
the  trade  of  ship  carpenter,  which  he  followed 
for  some  time.  In  1861  he  removed  to  Schuylkill 
county.  Pa.,  and  in  1868  came  to  Shamokin,  where 
he  was  employed  in  and  around  the  mines.  His 
death  occurred  in  ■Shamokin.  Mr.  Linderman 
married  Anna  Ehoads,  also  id'  Berks  count}^  and 
they  had  issue;  Mary,  who  married  Eli  Mengel; 
Valina,  who  married  Daniel  Christ  ; William  P. ; 
John,  of  Shamokin;  Martha  A.,  who  died  young; 
George,  deceased;  Margaret,  who  died  young;  and 
Isaac,  of  Shamokin,  Pennsylvania. 

William  P.  Linderman,  father  of  Fred  C.,  was 
l)orn  at  Pine  Grove,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  Sept.  16, 
1845.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve  he  began  to 
work  as  a boatman  on  the  canal  and  he  followed 
this  work  until  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war,  in 
the  spring  of  186'2.  in  Company  F,  5‘3d  Pegiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  He  saw  active  service 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  was  twice  wounded, 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Charleston,  S.  C.,  aiid  was 
taken  to  Anderson ville  prison,  where  he  was  held 
for  seven  months;  he  was  exchanged  in  Februarv', 
1S()4,  at  which  time  he  returned  home  on  a fur- 
lough. Later  he  joined  his  company  and  regi- 
ment and  remained  in  service  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  returning  home  in  July,  1865,  to  Schuyl- 
kill Haven,  Pa.  He  followed  boating  till  the  fall 
of  1868,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Shamokin, 
and  was  employed  for  three  years  in  the  mine?. 
He  then  spent  twenty  years  witli  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Pailway  Company,  in  different  positions. 
He  is  now  employed  at  the  Hickory  Swamp  col- 
liery, at  outside  work.  Mr.  Linderman  was  com- 
mander of  T.incoln  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  in  1895.  He 
married  Phoebe  Peed,  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Maria  (Kantner)  Peed,  and  tiiey  had  children  as 
follows;  ilinnie  P.,  who  man'ied  John  Schmick; 
Martha  A.,  who  is  at  home;  Fred  C. ; Clarence 
H.  and  Herbert  W.,  twfins;  Frank;  Leona,  who 
married  Pay  Vought,  of  Shamokin;  and  Harry  B. 

Fred  C.  Linderman,  son  of  William  R.,  was 
born  in  Shamokin  May  22,  1873.  He  attended 
the  local  schools  of  Shamokin  and  w'hcn  quite 
young  began  work  as  a slate  picker  at  the  Green 
K’idgc  colliery.  This  he  followed  until  he  was 
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flfti-cn  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  became  em- 
ployed at  otlier  work  around  the  collieries,  con- 
tinuing in  various  positions  until  he  reached  the 
-age  of  twenty-tu'o.-  He  then  became  a lineman 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Valley  Telephone  Company 
(now  the  Pennsylvania  Telephone  Company),  by 
Avhom  he  was  employed  for  about  four  years.  He 
next  worked  for  the  Bell  Telephone  Company  for 
one  year,  when  he  became  a clerk  for  Lafayette 
Trometter.  in  the  hotel  business,  remaining  with 
him  six  and  a half  years.  In  190G,  in  company 
•with  Joseph  P.  Schmitlt,  he  bought  out  Mr. 
Trometter’s  business,  which  is  located  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Washington  and  Independence  streets,  in 
the  Elks  building,  and  the  place  is  now  known  as 
the  Antlers  Cafe.  It  is  up-to-date  in  all  things, 
being  among  the  leading  places  of  its  kind  in 
the  community. 

On  March  tiO,  1901,  Mr.  Linderman  married 
Maggie  E.  Thompson,  of  Danville,  Pa.,  daugh- 
ter of  Jehn  Thompson,  and  they  have  one  son, 
John  H.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  the  local 
lodge  of  Elks  (Xo.  355),  the  Order  of  Eagles  and 
the  Sons  of  Veterans. 

JOHX  H.  EABUCK,  stonemason  and  farmer 
of  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  Xorthumberland 
countv,  was  born  Sept.  27,  1862,  in  Washington 
township,  this  county,  son  of  Harrison  W.  and 
Eliza  (Paul)  Eabuck.  The  family  name,  usually 
spelled  Eebuck,  has  been  perpetuated  in  this  re- 
gion in  the  }X)St  office  Eebuck,  named  after  a 
member  of  this  well  known  family,  which  is  es- 
pecially numerous  in  Washington  township  and  the 
surrounding  territory. 

According  to  tradition  the  first  member  of  the 
family  in  this  country  was  from  the  German  Pal- 
atinate and  came  to  America  to  avoid  service  in 
the  war  then  being  waged  in  his  native  land.  The 
older  members  of  the  family  say  that  his  name 
■\vas  Sehalfer.  but  that  he  assumed  the  name  Ee- 
buck to  prevent  his  being  traced  and  taken  back 
to  the  Fatherland,  ^yhere  punishment  for  such  an 
offen.se  as  Ins  was  severe.  This  pioneer  ancestor 
was  known  in  the  Xew  World  by  the  name  John 
Adam  Eebuck.-  He  first  located  in  Berks  county. 
Pa.,  whence  he  came  to  Xorthumberland  county, 
settling  in  Jackson  township,  in  that  part  now 
embraced  in  Washington  township.  There  is  the 
old-established  business  stand,  now  for  many  years 
conducted  and  owned  by  the  Kehres  family,  where 
the  post  office  and  hamlet  of  Eebuck  are  locaterl. 
The  hamlet  contains  about  a dozen  dwellings. 
The  pioneer  was  a farmer.  Among  his  children 
were  Valentine.  John  Adam,  Jr.,  and  iMichael.  Of 
these,  Valentine  Eebuck  in  1778  was  among  the 
taxables  of  iMahanoy  township,  which  then  includ- 
ed considerable  territory  in  the  lower  end  of  the 
county. 

^lichael  Eebuck,  son  of  John  A'lam,  tlie  pioneer. 


was  born  July  11,  1769,  and  died  Oct.  7,  1852, 
when  over  eighty-three  years  of  age.  He  lived 
on  Greenbrier  creek,  in  Washington  township,  and 
was  an  extensive  farmer,  following  agricultural 
pursuits  all  his  life.  He  had  a tract  of  162  acres 
which  is  still  in  the  family  name,  being  now  owned 
by  his  grandson,  John  Eebuck.  He  built  the  barn 
still  standing  on  that  property,  and  also  a small 
dwellinghousc.  He  was  a Eeformed  member  of  the 
Himmel  Church.  Ills  wife,  Catharine  (Eeis), 
born  Aug.  21,  1775,  died  Amv.  7,  1858.  Their 
children  were:  Bevvy,  who  married  Peter  Ferster; 
and  Godfried,  called  “Big  Godfried.” 

Godfried  Eebuck,  son  of  iMichael,  was  born  July 
28,  1798,  and  died  May  29,  1875.  He  was  a tall, 
heavy  man,  with  dark  hair,  was  a farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  owned  much  land,  living  on  the  Green- 
bi'ier  homestead  of  the  Eebuck  family.  He  and 
his  family  worshipped  with  the  Eeformed  congre- 
gation at  the  Himmel  Cliurch,  and  they  are  buried 
there.  His  wife,  Catharine  (Wagner),  born 
March  26,  1801,  died  June  30,  1860.  They  had 
children  as  follows:  Salome  married  John  Schref- 
fler;  Daniel  AV.  married  Lydia  Delp ; Catharine 
married  Harry  Eebuck;  Hannah  married  John 
M'entzel;  Polly  married  Peter  Snyder  and  (sec- 
ond) Henry  Herb;  Lydia  married  Philip  Eeitz; 
Harrison  "W.  is  mentioned  below;  Jacob,  born  in 
1837,  died  unmarried;  John,  born  in  1839,  died 
unmarrietl,  in  1861;  Sarah  married  John  Kieffer 
and  (second)  Jacob  Eeber.  There  were  three 
Godfried  Eebucks,  known  as  “'Big  Godfried,” 
“Little  Godfried”  and  “Eed  Godfried.”  The  lat- 
ter, Godfried  B.  Eebuck,  kept  the  store  and  post 
office  at  Eebuck. 

Harrison  Eebuck,  son  of  Godfried,  was  born 
July  12,  1831,  and  was  a farmer  during  his  active 
years.  He  moved  from  "Washington  township  to 
Eldred  township,  Schuylkill  county,  thence  to  Jor- 
dan township,  this  countv,  and  then  to  Mifflin 
township.  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  in  1881  returning 
thence  to  Xorthimiberland  county  and  locating  in 
Jordan  township  again.  From  there  he  returned 
to  Dauphin  count}',  settling  near  Gratztown,  in 
Lvkens  township.  He  now  lives  at  Herndon,  Pa., 
with  his  son  J.  ^Yil5on  Eebuck.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  was  in  the  Union  service  as  a member  of 
Company  K,  17  2d  Ecginient,  for  nine  months.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Paul,  who  died  in  September, 
1901,  in  her  seventy-second  year,  and  they  had 
children:  John  H.,  James,  Elmira  L.,  Augustus, 
J.  IVilson  and  Eeillv. 

John  H.  Eabuck  attended  the  common  schools 
of  Jordan  township  and  later  those  of  iMilfiin  town- 
ship, Dauphin  county.  But  he  was  obliged  to 
begin  work  early,  leaving  school  during  the  panic 
of  1873  and  beginning  to  learn  the  trade  qf  stone- 
mason. As  the  hard  times  did  not  seem  to  lessen 
in  severity  he  left  Daupliin  county,  where  his  par- 
ents were  then  living,  for  a time. 
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In  1888  lie  first  came  to  the  farm  'ivliere  he 
now  lives,  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  a tract 
of  sixty-six  acres  whicli  formerly  belonged  to  An- 
drew Snyder,  who  built  the  present  house  there. 
In  the  earlier  days  it  was  owned  by  Heinrich 
Schadel,  whose  son  'William  succeeded  him,  and 
during  William  Schadel's  ownership  of  the  place 
all  the  buildings  on  the  premises  were  destroyed 
by  fire.  Mr.  Eabuck  and  his  father  built  the 
barn.  John  H.  I’abuck  has  oAvned  this  farm  since 
1904.  He  is  a thrifty  and  successful  farmer,  and 
he  lias  become  one  of  the  substantial  and  respected 
citizens  of  his  neigliborhood,  where  he  is  very 
popular,  being  a man  of  intelligence  and  Avell  read, 
with  an  interesting  personality  which  draws  many 
friends  to  him.  He  is  a member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F., 
belonging  to  Lodge  Xo.  6.37,  of  Klingerstoivn,  and 
in  religion  is  a Lutheran,  holding  membership  in 
the  Hebe  Church.  Politically  he  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party.  iMr.  Rabuck’s  travels  and 
varied  experiences  have  given  him  a broad  out- 
look on  affairs  affecting  the  general  welfare,  in 
which  he  is  much  interested. ' He  retains  many 
traits  develojied  during  his  roving  life,  and  he  is 
one  of  the  best  climbers  anvwhere  in  his  section. 


Elias  F.  Rebuck,  a farmer  in  Upper  Mahanoy 
township,  was  born  there  Feb.  23,  1842,  son  of 
Samuel  Relmck  and  grandson  of  John  Rebuck. 
The  latter  was  a farmer  in  the  same  township, 
owning  what  is  now  the  property  of  David  Paul. 
He  is  buried  at  the  Himmel  Church.  his  first 
wife,  Catharine  Brosius,  he  had  seven  children : 
Samuel,  David,  Catharine,  Godlieb,  Gabriel.  Polly 
and  John.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Cathar- 
ine Thomas,  by  Avhom  he  had  three  children, 
Elias,  Daniel  and  Anna.  By  his  third  Avife,  Eliz- 
abeth (Druckenmiller),  there  were  no  children. 
His  three  wiA'es  are  buried  at  the  Himmel  Church. 

Samuel  Rebuck,  son  of  John,  was  born  June 
17-,  1810,  and  died  Jlarch  30,  1882,‘  AA'here  his 
son  Elias  noAv  lives.  He  is  buried  at  the  Salem 
Church,  of  Avhieh  he  Avas  a Reformed  memher, 
and  served  as  deacon  and  elder  of  his  congrega- 
tion. He  folloAved  farming  during  his  active 
years  where  David  S.  Pairl  now  lives,  in  Upper 
Mahanoy  township,  and  in  his  earlier  life  also 
engaged  in  shoemaking.  He  oAvned  a tract  of  land 
at  Seven  Points.  He  was  a public-spirited  man, 
and  served  his  township  as  school  director  and 
supervisor.  His  Avife,  AAhose  maiden  name  was 
Brosius,  was  born  JIarch  5,  1809.  and  died  Feb. 
23,  1894.  To  them  Avere  born  children  as  folloAvs: 
Rosina  married  "William  Heim;  Lydia  married 
Elias  Ochs;  JIary  died  unmarried;  John  married 
Elizabeth  Ossman ; Samuel  juarrieil  Lovina  Keh- 
res ; Elias  F.  is  mentiojied  IacIoav  ; Polly  married 
Daniel  Schlegel ; Kate  married  Xathan  Steely; 
Amelia  married  William  Kutz. 

Elias  F.  Rcbuck  had  limited  advantages  for  se- 


curing an  education  in  the  subscription  schools 
conducted  in  the  vicinity  of  his  early  home.  He 
Avas  reared  to  farm  life,  and  began  farming  for 
himself  in  the  spring  of  1877  at  the  place  Avhere 
he  has  since  continued  to  reside,  a farm  of  114 
acres  in  Upper  l\Iahanoy  toAvnship.  originally  an 
Orendorf  homestead,  later  OAvnod  bv  John  Eisen- 
hart,  Heinrich  Fetter  and  Samuel  Rebuck,  suc- 
cessively, before  it  passed  into  the  present  owner- 
ship. A fine  frame  dwelling  Jlr.  Rebm-k  erected 
in  1906  replaced  an  (dd  log  house  Avhich  had  stood 
for  over  one  hundred  years. 

In  1879  Jlr.  Rebuck  married  Sarah  Snyder, 
daughter  of  Levi  Snyder,  uoav  the  oldest  resident 
of  UpjAer  MahanoA'  toAvnship,  and  they  have  had 
children  as  folloAvs ; )Ieda  C.  (JIrs.  John  Baum), 
Jlarv  A.,  Samuel  Henry,  Rosa  C.,  Katie  C., 
Charles  Elias  and  Lulu  E.  IMr.  Rebuck  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Salem  (Herb)  Chureh,  of  AA'hich  he 
Avas  an  elder  for  six  years ; his  Avife  belongs  to 
the  Lutheran  congregation  of  that  church.  Po- 
litically Mr.  Rebuck  is  a Democrat. 

BERTRAJI  GALBRAITH,  business  man  of 
Milton  and  present  tax  receiver  for  that  borough, 
is  a native  of  that  place  and  a member  of  the  third 
generation  of  Galbraiths  to  live  there.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  family  have  borne  high  reputation  for 
integrity  and  ability  in  the  conduct  of  all  their 
enterprises,  and  in  his  active  and  many-sided  life 
he  has  proved  a typical  representative  of  the  name' 
he  bears. 

The  family  of  Galbraith  has  long  been  estab- 
lished in  America,  and  in  the  old  country  dates- 
back  to  the  remote  antiquiiy  of  Scotland.  The 
name  is  derived  from  the  Celtic  and  originally  be- 
longed to  the  Lennox  in  that  country.  The  Gal- 
braith chiefs  had  their  residence  in  the  parish  of 
Baldernoch.  The  Galbraitiis  of  the  isle  of  Ghiga 
descended  from  those  of  Baldernoch.  as  may  be 
traced  in  the  ancient  records,  having  fled  thither 
Avith  Lord  James  StcAvart,  youngest  son  of  Jlur- 
doch.  Duke  of  .-klbany,  from  the  Lennox,  after 
burning  Dumbarton,  in  the  rei^’ii  of  James  I.  of 
Scotland.  They  continued  to  hold  that  island  un- 
til after  1.700.  The  following  lines  from  t.he 
Scotch  shoAv  the  estimate  in  Avhich  the  name  Avas 
held ; 

Galbraiths  from  the  Red  Tower, 

Noblest  of  Scottish  surnames. 

There  is  noAV  a small  island  in  Scotland  called 
'‘luch  (Island)  Gallu-aith.”  Upon  it  are  many 
ruins  of  castles  and  villages,  the  strongholds  built 
by  the  clan  Avhen  Avar  Avas  the  nde. 

When  Hon.  W.  ,A.  Galbraith,  of  Erie.  Pa.,  Avas 
traveling  in  Scotland,  hearing  tliat  a family  by  the- 
same  name  lived  close  to  Avhere  he  stopped,  he 
Avent  to  call  on  them.  He  liad  Avith  him  a coat  of 
arms  preserved  by  tlie  family  in  America.  Aviiich 
ho  showed  iliem.  an<l  thev  immediately  ipnalucod 
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a precisp  counterpart,  tlie  anu<  showing  three 
bears’  heads,  nmzzled,  on  a shield  surmounted  by 
a knight’s  helmet  and  crest  with  the  motto,  which, 
translated,  is,  “Stronger  from  opposition.”  Thus 
the  origin  of  the  family  is  established  without 
doubt. 

James  Galbraith,  the  first  of  the  line  under  con- 
sideration to  settle  in  America,  was  born  in  1G50 
in  the  Xorth  of  Ireland,  son  of  John  Galbraith,  and 
emigrated  in  1718  with  his  family,  settling  in 
Donegal,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa.  He  Avas  a man  of  in- 
fluence and  prominence  in  his  day,  and  Avas  among 
the  founders  of  the  old  Derry  Clmrch,  in  Avhat  is 
noAv  Dauphin  counU,  Pa.,  near  Derry  station,  and 
is  buried  in  the  old  graA-eyard  of  that  church.  He 
died  Aug.  23,  1711.  The  first  regular  pastor  of 
this  church,  Eca'.  'William  Bertram,  died  May  2, 
1746,  and  is  buried  near  the  church.  Pebecea 
(Chambers),  Avife  of  James  Galbraith.  AA’as  a 
daughter  of  Arthur  Chambers,  aaIio  Avith  the  Allen, 
Allison,  Armstrong,  Boyd,  Berryhill,  Barnet,  Bell, 
Black,  Campbell,  Clark,  Carother,  Crain,  Carson, 
Calhoun,  Craig,  CaldArell,  Cunningham,  Coch- 
ran, Dixon,  Dickey,  Dougherty,  Elder,  Espy,  Fos- 
ter, Ferguson,  Gilmore,  GoA'en,  Gray,  Graham, 
Galbraith,  Henderson,  Hays,  Hampton,  Jones, 
Johnson,  Kelley,  Laird,  McCormick,  McClure,  Mc- 
Kair,  McKeehan,  Alitchel,  Murray,  AIcKee,  Ate- 
Creight,  AIcDonald,  AIcArthur,  McAIurray,  AIc- 
Knight,  Alontgomery,  Eamsey.  Eogers,  Euther- 
ford,  Eeed,  Sloan,  Sterrett,  Snodgrass,  Strain, 
Stewart,  Smith,  Simpson,  StAir2reon,  Todd, 
W ilson,  WTrllace  and  AIcAIahan  families  set- 
tled in  the  distiict  just  referred  to  between  1720 
and  1730.  Five  children  Avere  born  to  James  and 
Eebecca  (Chambers)  Galbraith,  viz.:  John,  An- 
dreAV,  James,  Jr.,  Elenor  (married  Patrick  JIc- 
Kinley)  and  Eebecca  (married  a SteAvart). 

John  Galbij^iith,  son  of  James,  born  in  1690, 
resided  where  the  Alount  Joy  and  Alarietta  turn- 
pikes cross  Donegal  run ; he  owned  a large  tract  of 
land.  He  was  elected  sheriif  of  Lancaster  coun- 
ty in  1731  and  Avas  a prominent  man  in  his  local- 
ity. He  died  in  1751.  In  1757  Janet,  his  Avidow, 
and  James  Galbraith,  sold  the  millTvhich  he  built 
to  John  Baley. 

AndreAv  Galbraith,  son  of  James,  born  in  1692, 
lived  near  his  brother  John,  his  home  being  on 
the  Little  Chicques  creek.  "When  Lancaster  county 
was  organized  he  was  appointed  the  first  coroner, 
and  he  and  his  brotlier  John  Avere  members  of  the 
first  jury  draAvn.  In  1730  he  was  appointed  one  of 
the  justices  of  tlie  peace  and  of  the  Common 
Pleas  court,  which  position  he  filled'  Avith  honor 
until  1715.  In  1732  he  Avas  elected  a member  of 
the  Assembly  in  a spirited  contest,  in  AA'liich  his 
wife  took  ail  active  part.  Alounting  her  mare 
‘‘X'elly”  she  rode  around  among  the  Scotch-Irish, 
who  folloAved  lier  to  Lancaster,  to  the  polls,  Avhere 
she  addressed  them  most  ofl'ectuallv.  lie  Avas  aft- 
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erv.  ard  reelected  Avithout  opposition,  serving  sev- 
eral terms  in  succession. 

James  Galbntith,  Jr.,  ivas  born  in  the  Xorth  of 
Ireland  in  1703,  and  died  dune  11,  1785,  in  East 
Pennsboro  toAvnship,  Cumberland  county;  he  is 
buried  in  the  Derry  graveyard.  He  took  up  a tract 
of  land  in  Avhat  is  noAi'  Derry  township.  Dauphin 
county,  on  Spring  creek,  not  far  from  the  Church 
Oleon,  the  Avarrant  tlierefor  being  granted  him 
Alarch  13,  1737.  The  early  Provincial  records  of 
Pennsylvania  speak  frequently  of  him,  for  he  Avas 
prominent  in  military  circles  and  serA'ed  in  1712- 
13  as  sheriff  of  Lancaster  county,  Aidiere  he  was  also- 
justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  Avar,  serv- 
ing as  an  officer  from  1755  to  1763,  and  during 
the  Eevolutionary  Avar,  in  Avhich  all  his  sons  served, 
he  Avas  appointed  lieutenant  for  Cumberland 
county,  being  too  old  for  active  duty  in  the  field ; 
his  long  experience  as  an  officer  gave  him  consid- 
erable prestige  and  authority,  and  he  was  fre- 
quentl}'  consulted  during  the  Eevolution  on  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  prosecution  of  that  Avar. 

On  April  6,  1731,  James  Galbraith  married,  in 
Christ  Church,  Philadelphia,  Elizabeth  Bertram, 
who  was  born  in  1711  in  the  Xorth  of  Ireland,  only 
daughter  of  Eev.  William  and  Elizabeth  (Gillis- 
pie)  Bertram.  Airs.  Galbraith  died  Feb.  2,  1799, 
in  Derry  toAvnship,  Dauphin  county,  the  mother  of 
the  folioAving  children : ATilliara,  Bertram,  Eob- 
ert,  Dorcas,  Elizabeth,  Thomas,  John  and  Ann. 
Eobert  Galbraith’s  daughter  Eebecca  married  Eph- 
raim Plain,  commissary  general  of  purchases  dur- 
ing the  Eevolutionary  war,  Avho  Avas  the  grand- 
father of  the  late  James  G.  Blaine. 

Bertram  Galbraith,  second  son  of  James  Gal- 
braith, Jr.,  Avas  first  lieutenant  in  Lancaster 
county  during  the  Eevolution,  doing  e.xcellent  serv'- 
ice  for  his  country  in  that  capacity.  By  his  first 
Avife,  a daughter  of  Josiah  Strong,  of  Donegal,  he 
had  nine  children,  the  eldest  son  being  J osiah, 
great-grandfather  of  the  present  Bertram  Gal- 
braith, of  Alilton.  Of  the  others,  Harriet  married 
a Hoffman  and  died  at  AAilliamsport,  Pa. ; Alary 
Ann  Tuarried  Charles  Alans,  of  Alausdale,  Alontour 
Co.,  Pa.  Bertram  Galbraith’s  second  marriage 
AA'as  to  Henrietta  Huljng,  of  Benvenue,  Dauphin 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  they  had  tAvo  children:  Sarah,  who 
married  Samuel  Alorris,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
Bertram  Gillespie,  aaEo  married  Eliza  Fagar  Bell, 
of  Harrisburg. 

Josiah  Galbraith,  son  of  Bertram,  married  and 
had  tAVo  sons,  one  of  whom  Avas  Bertram,  grand- 
father of  Bertram  Galbraith,  of  Alilton.  Josiah 
Galbraith  settled  in  Clinton  county,  loAva,  became 
Avealthy,  and  died  there,  many  of  his  desi“endants 
still  residing  in  that  section,  all  of  his  family  but 
Bertram  going  out  to  Iowa  at  an  early  day. 

Bertram  Galbraith,  son  of  Josiah.  Avas  the 
grandfather  of  the  prbsont  Bertram  Galbraith,  of 
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AliBon,  X’or't-liumboi'Ianil  county.  He  was  born 
in  1808  in  Lancaster  countV;,  near  the  Dauphin 
county  line,  and  when  a young  man  came  to  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  being 'the  founder  of  the  fam- 
ily in  this  locality.  lie  settled  at  Milton,  where  he 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  A man  of  large 
build,  si.x  feet,  two  indies  in  his  stocking  feet  and 
weighing  two  hundred  pounds,  he'  had  a forceful 
personality,  but  he  was  as  well  known  for  his  in- 
telligence and  strong  character  as  he  was  for  his 
physical  make-up.  He  was  a distiller  by  trade,  but 
did  not  follow  that  occupation  long,  being  for 
many  years  the  owner  of  three  boats  on  the  west 
branch  of  the  canal,  and  also  engaging  in  other 
business  and  serving  in  public  oflice.  He  was  in 
the  insurance  business  ac  Milton  for  many  years. 
He  served  as  constable  and  tax  collector,  and  was 
at  one  time  a candidate  for  sheriff  of  the  county. 
In  political  sentiment  he  was  a AVhig.  There 
were  few  better  known  residents  of  the  county  in 
his  day.  He  died  Sept.  2(),-  1862,  aged  fifty-i'our 
years,  fifteen  days,  and  is  buried  at  Alilton. 

Mr.  Galbraith’s  first  marriage  was  to  Elizabeth 
Blue,  who  was  born  in  1812,  sister  of  Sheriff  Fred- 
erick Blue,  of  Montour  county.  She  died  Oct. 
30,  1851,  aged  thirty-nine  years,  two  months,  leav- 
ing four  children : Huling,  who  served  in  the  Civil 
war  in  the  7th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  died 
unmarried  (he  is  buried  at  Alilton,  Pa.)  ; Mary 
Ellen,  deceased,  who  married  James  E.  Miller,  and 
resided  in  Alilton ; Emma  J.,  who  married  Albert 
Cooper,  of  Pliiladelphia ; and  AVilliam  B.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Galbraith  married  his  cousin, 
Mary  Eosetta  Galbraith,  who  was  born  Dec.  16, 
1824,  daughter  of  James  Galbraith,  who  settled  at 
Shippensburg,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.  By  this  un- 
ion there  were  three  cliildren:  Laura,  widow  of 
Harry  B.  Geissinger,  who  was  employed  in  the  cus- 
tom house  at  Philadelphia  (he  died  in  May, 
1910)  ; Horace,  who  died  yoxing;  and  Bertram  S., 
who  lives  at  Milton,  Pa.  The  mother  died  Oct.  9, 
1903. 

William  B.  Galbraith,  son  of  Bertram  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Blue)  Galbraith,  was  bora  in  Alilton  Sept. 
19,  1836,  on  Lower  Market  street,  directly  opposite 
the  house  in  which  he  resided  from  1893  to  1909. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  and  Milton  Acad- 
emy, which  in  those  days  was  taxight  by  Eev.  P. 
T.  Bucher,  but  he  began  work  early,  being  for  three 
years  in  the  employ  of  W.  F.  Nagle,  for  many 
years  the  town’s  leading  merchant,  wlio.se  store  was 
on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  “Bartram”  apart- 
ment building  (Mr.  Galbraith  lived  in  the  '^Bart- 
ram”  from  1909  until  his  death).  He  was  still  a 
boy  when  he  took  charge  of  his  father’s  boating 
interests  on  the  canal,  along  the  west  branch  of  the 
Susquehanna.  He  continued  in  this  line  for  a 
number  of  years,  ruruiing  the  business  on  his  own 
account  after  his  father  died,  until  tlie  fall  of 
1866.  In  1873  he  commenced  the  insurance  busi- 


ness, to  which  he  ever  afterward  gave  the  greater 
part  of_  his  attention.  He  first  represented  the 
Watertown  Company  of  Xew  A'ork,  which  was 
later  merged  into  the  Sun  Compau}',  and  he  was 
one  of  the  first  agents  iir  this  country  for  the  Sun 
Insurance  Office,  of  London.  From  1900  Mr.  Gal- 
braith had  his  son  Bertram  as  partner  in  this  busi- 
ness, tlie  firm  name  being  William  B.  Galbraitli  & 
Son..  He  built  up  a most  profitable  patronage, 
which  he  handled  with  skill  and  to  the  satisfaction 
of  his  patrons,  who  extended  over  a wide  radius  in 
this  section  of  the  county. 

Orr  Jan.  1,  1863,  Air.  Galbraith  married  Alary 
Ann  Hause,  daughter  of  George  and  Alary  (Kee- 
fer) Hause,  and  they  had  rive  cliildren;  Bertram,  a 
daughter  that  died  in  infancy,  Alaude,  Albert  C. 
(a  traveling  salesman  and  partner  in  firm  of  Bert- 
ram Galbraith  & Bro.),  and  Blanch  (born  in  1871, 
who  died  in  1881).  Mr.  Galbraith  was  a member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  death  occurred 
Alay  22,  1911,  and  he  was  buried  in  Harmony  cem- 
etery. 

Bertram  Galbraith,  eldest  son  of  AVilliam  B.  Gal- 
braith, was  born  Oct.  25,  1864,  in  Alilton,  and 
there  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools. 
ShortH  after  the  great  fire  of  1880  he  became  a 
messenger  for  the  American  Union  Telegraph 
Company,  this  company  later  becoming  the  West- 
ern Union.  AA’hen  eighteen  years  old  he  com- 
menced business  with  Charles  E.  Brownell,  of  AVil- 
liamsport,  their  first  location  being  in  the  Cadwal- 
lader  building,  on  Broadway.  They  did  business 
under  the  name  of  Brownell  & Galbraith,  and 
dealt  in  fruits.  They  were  among  the  pioneers  in 
the  daily  paper  line,  the  first  paper  they  handled 
being  the  Philadelphia  Record,  the  second  the  AVil- 
liamsport  Brealefasi  Table,  and  gradually  they 
came  to  handle  almost  all  the  leading  Philadelphia 
and  Xew  York  papers.  Air.  Galbraith  still  dealing 
in  this  line.  In  April,  1881,  Air.  Galbraith  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  night  operator  at  the  tele- 
phone exchange,  where  he  remained  for  nearly 
three  years,  meantime  also  continuing  his  business 
and  attending  high  school,  and  he  was  very  well 
known  to  his  many  patrons  as  Alilton’s  young 
news  agent  and  rising  business  man.  In  1882 
Brownell  & Galbraith  put  up  a frame  building  at 
the  corner  of  Front  street  and  Broadway,  where 
tliey  established  their  business,  and  shortly  after 
their  removal  to  that  location  Air.  Brownell  retired 
from  the  association.  Air.  Galbraith  continuing 
the  business  alone  with  the  success  which  has' at- 
tended all  his  efforts  until  1!)03,  when  his  brother 
became  a partner  in  the  firm,  which  is  now  Bert- 
ram Galbraith  & Bro.  For  many  years  he  was  lo- 
cated at  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Front  street, 
on  leased  ground.  When  the  rent,  however,  was 
increased  tim  dollars  per  month,  being  raised  from 
twenty- five  to  thirty- five  dollars,  he  would  not 
pay  it,  and  to  secure  another  business  location 
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ho  pnroliasod  the  ‘*Globe  Hotel'’  properly,  corner 
of  Broadway  and  Arch  streets.  He  moved  his 
frame  structure  to  the  new  location  liodily  (leav- 
ing the  old  stand  ilareh  2'1,  1909),  witliout  tak- 
ing any  of  his  goods  out,  doing  business  all  the 
time  his  building  was  on  the  move,  and  had  elec- 
tric light  every  night.  On  eacli  end  of  the  building 
was  a sign,  “It’s  cheaper  to  move  than  pay  the 
rent.”  It  was  located  next  to  his  apartment  .house, 
the  “Bartram.”  He  improved  !)Oth  the  ?tore  and 
the  stock,  which  is  now  comprehensive,  including 
a fine  line  of  cigars  and  toljacco,  sporting  goods, 
newspapers  and  sup))lies,  for  tvliicli  he  linds  a 
steady  demand.  As  stated,  IMr.  Galbraitli  purchased 
the  valuable  pro])erty  at  tlie  corner  of  Arch  and 
Broadway  owned  for  many  years  by  the  Fonda 
estate  and  occupied  by  tlie  “Globe  Hotel,”  and  he 
has  impro\ed  tlie  place  until  it  is  now  one  of  the 
best  appointed  apartment  houses  of  its  size  in 
Xorthuniberland  county.  In  addition  to  his  other 
enterprises,  Mr.  Galbraith  has  been  interested  in 
the  insurance  business  for  the  past  ten  years,  hav- 
ing been  in  partnership  with  his  father,  as  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  IVilliam  B.  Galbraith  & 
Son,  now  W.  B.  Galbiaith’s  Sons. 

In  1906  Mr.  Galbraith  was  elected  tax  receiver 
of  tlie  borough  of  Milton,  and  was  reelected  in 
1909,  without  opposition,  an  honor  which  is  suffi- 
cient comment  on  the  value  of  his  services  and  the 
satisfaction  they  have  given  to  his  fellow  citizens 
generall}'.  He  is  a Iiepublican  in  political  senti- 
ment. 

Mr.  Galbraith  is  widely  known  socially.  He  was 
the  first  dealer  in  bicycles  in  this  section  and  be- 
came - an  expert  rider,  winning  many  prizes  in 
local  contests,  and  )ie  was  a well  known  long  dis- 
tance rider  when  bicwcling  was  at  its  height,  the 
■newspapers  having  made  many  of  his  trips  famous^ 
He  was  a member  of  the  old  Century  Wheelmen  of 
Philadelphia.  Athletics  generally  have  always 
claimed  his  interest.  He  was  the  owner  and  man- 
ager of  the  IMilton  Base  Ball  Club  from  1902  to 
1901,  and  in  190.5,  with  a few  other  citizens  of 
Milton,  formed  an  association  known  as  the  Mil- 
ton  Athletic  Association,  which  acejuired  its  base- 
ball park  through  i\Ir.  Galbraith’s  efforts,  it  being 
presented  to  the  team.  IMr.  Galbraith  holds  mem- 
bership in  l\Iilton  Lodge,  Xo.  913,  B.  P.  0.  Elks 
(charter  member).  Lodge  Xo.  81,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the 
F.  0.  E.,  IModern  Woodmen  of  America  and  Eoy- 
al  Arcanum.  He  attends  the  Presbvterian  Church. 
H is  numerous  relations,  social,  business,  fraternal, 
etc.,  make  him  a valued  con'espondent  for  various 
newspapers,  including  several  of  the  leading  Phil- 
adelphia papers.  He  makes  his  home  with  his  par- 
ents. 

PEITZ.  This  is  a name  now  numerously  rep- 
resented in  Washington,  Little  IMahanoy  and  Low- 
er Augusta  townships,  as  well  as  in  various  other 


portions  of  XMrthumbcrIand  county,  founded  in 
that  section  in  the  middle  .of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury by  one  George  lleitz,  who  settled  in  Wash- 
ington township  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of 
that  region.  The  mehibers  of  the  family  from 
that  time  to  the  present  have  been  ranked  among 
tlie  substantial,  respected,  piil.dic-spirited  and  alto- 
gether desirable  citizens  of  this  favored  commun- 
ity, prospering  by  indu'try,  supporting  the 
churches  and  all  enterprises  which  have  for  their 
object  the  uplifting  oi'  their  fellowmen  and  the 
advancement  of  the  general  welfare,  and  in  their 
individual  lives  upholding  the  best  traditions  of 
their  forefathers  who  helped  to  found  the  best 
institutions  of  this  part  of  PeniLsylvania. 

George  Peitz,  the  pioneer  of  this  family  in 
X^orthumberland  county,  settled  in  Washington 
township  among  .its  earliest  residents  and  was  a 
large  landowner  there,  his  original  tract  includ- 
ing the  land  now  embraced  in  the  farms  of  Luther 
Rebuck,  William  Relmck,  Harvey  Rotherniel, 
Charles  B.  Hetrich  and  A.  C.  Adams.  He  is  bur- 
ied in  an  unmarked  grave  near  a fence,  in  the 
orchard  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  C.  B.  Het- 
rich. Among  his  children  were  sons  Andraes  and 
Michael. 

Andraes  (Andrew)  Eeitz,  son  of  George,  was 
born  at  Swabian  Creek,  in  Washington  township, 
•Tan.  1,  1755,  and  there  passed  his  life;  owning 
and  occupying  the  original  homestead  of  his  father 
—the  place  where  George  Reitz  lived,  died  and 
found  his  resting  place.  He  followed  farming. 
He  married  Maria  ^largaretha  Brosius,  born  IMay 
17,  1761,  who  died  Oct.  20,  1826,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred March  16,  1837.  They  are  buried  at  Him- 
mel’s  Church.  Among  their  children  were;  George, 
.Tacob,  .Tohan  Xicholas,  Philip,  John,  Margaret 
(married  Daniel  Hoch),  Lydia  (married  IMichaol 
Smith),  Susan  (married  George  Tryon  or  Treon), 
and  two  other  daughters  whose  names  are  not 
given. 

Philip  Reitz,  son  of  Andraes,  was  born  Feb.  4, 
1805,  in  IVashington  township,  and  died  Sept.  1, 
1875.  He  owned  and  lived  uiioii  the  farm  which  is 
now  the  property  of  Cornelius  Adams,  and  there  all 
his  children  were  born  and  reared  and  there  his 
death  occurred.  He  married  Anna  Wagner,  who 
was  born  Oct.  5,  1807.  and  died  Feb.  22,  1866. 
They  are  buried  at  Himniers  Church,  of  wliicli 
church  both  were  Lutheran  members.  Their  chil- 
dren were  as  follows:  Daniel  lived  and  died  at 

Tower  City,  Schuylkill  county:  Jacob  lived  and 
died  at  Watsontown.  this  county  : Harrison  is  men- 
tioned below;  Peter  was  killed  while  serving  in  the 
Civil  war,  at  the  fall  of  Richmond ; Andrew  lives 
in  Oklahoma;  Elias  died  young;  Eliza  married 
Samuel  Reitz;  IMarv  married  Frank  Rebuck;  Susan 
married  Emanuel  Conrad;  Lydia  died  young. 

Harrison  Reitz,  son  of  Philip,  was  born  .Ian.  18, 
1835,  in  Swabian  Creek,  and  lived  in  his  native 
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towaship  until  after  his  marriage,  moving  across 
the  Mahanov  mountain  into  Lower  Augusta  town- 
ship when  he  was  al)out  thirty-five  years  old.  Here 
he  has  since  made  his  home,  following  farming.  He 
owns  two  tracts  in  the  township,  one  of  thirty-seven 
acres  (upon  which  he  resides)  and  one  of  eighteen 
acres,  with  a substantial  sot  of  buildings  upon  his 
home  tract.  Mr.  K^ntz  is  a Democrat  and  has 
served  his  township  two  years  as  supervisor.  In 
religion  lie  is  a Lutheran,  and  he  has  taken  his 
share  of  the  church  work,  having  served  as  deacon, 
elder  and  trustee. 

In  18()7  ilr.  Reitz  married  Sarah  Reitz,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  Reitz  and  his  second  wife,  Polly 
(Dunkelherger),  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  viz.:  Edward  died  in  infancy; 

Jane  is  the  widow  of  Wilson  Raker  ; Joseph  is  un- 
married; Henry  I.  is  mentioned  below  ; Abia  mar- 
ried Herman  Drumhellcr;  one  son  died  in  infancy; 
William,  unmarried,  lives  with  his  parents. 

Henry  I.  Reitz,  who  is  now  engaged  in  farming 
in  Lower  Augusta  township,  was  born  in  that  town- 
ship May  11,  1875,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  local  ^niblic  schools  and  at  Selinsgrove  Acad- 
emy, which  he  attended  during  several  spring 
terms.  He  received  his  first  license  to  teach  in 
Xorthumberland  county  from  Prof.  Ira  Shipman, 
his  second  from  Benjamin  Apple,  and  began  his 
work  as  teacher  at  DIalick's  schoolhouse,  in  Wash- 
ington township.  He  taught  in  all  five  terms,  one 
in  Washington  township,  two  in  Upper  Mahanoy 
and  two  in  Little  Mahanoy.  From  1900  to  19lb 
Mr.  Reitz  was  employed  in  the  silk  mill  at  Sun- 
bury,  in  the  spring  of  1910  settling  on  the  farm  in 
Lower  Augusta  township  which  he  had  purchased 
in  190G.  This  tract  of  sixty-seven  acres  was  for- 
merly the  homestead  of  Samuel  Renn,  whose  fa- 
ther, J acob  Renn,  owned  it  first.  Mr.  Reitz  in- 
tends to  devote  his  attention  principally  to  farm- 
ing, and  if  his  former  success  is  any  indication  of 
what  his  future  may  be  he  will  soon  be  ranked 
among  the  intelligent  agriculturists  of  his  locality. 
The  year  of  his  location  in  this  district — 1910 — he 
was  appointed  a justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  politics. 

On  Sept.  5,  1897,  Mr.  Reitz  married  Allie  Raker, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Annie '( Dornsife)  Raker, 
of  Little  Mahanoy  township,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Clyde  Emerson.  The  family  are  active  in 
church  life  as  members  of  St.  Elias  Lutheran 
Church  in  Lower  Augusta  township. 

Michael  Reitz,  the  other  son  of  George  Reitz  (the 
pioneer  in  Xorthumberland  county  of  this  name) 
mentioned,  was  born  in  January,  i757,  and  owned 
a place  of  125  acres  in  Washington  township 
(where  Luther  Rebuck  now  lives ) where  he  died 
Dec.  17,  1825.  His  wife,  wliose  maiden  name 
was  Elizabeth  Schnock,  was  a native  of  Berks  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  born  about  IIGG,  and  made  the  trip  to 


Xorthumberland  county  on  horseback.  Slie  died 
Dec.  18,  1853,  and  she  and  her  husband  arc  buried 
at  Himmers  Church,  of  which  they  were  pioneer 
members,  belonging  to  the  Lutlieran  congregation. 
Alt  the  famih'  were  active  in  the  official  work 
of  this  church,  in  which  Michael  Reitz  held  all  the 
offices,  and  in  1818,  when  the  old  stone  church  was 
erected,  he  acted  as  building  master.  He  was  an 
all-around  useful  and  prominent  member  of  his 
community,  and  respected  accordingly.  His  chil- 
dren were:  iMichael  lived  in  Jackson  (now  Wash- 
ington) township;  George  settled  at  Red  Bank- 
Pa.  ; John  settled  at  Red  Bank,  Pa.  ; Jonas  lived  in 
Washington  township  (where  William  Rebuck  now 
lives);  William  settled  at  Red  Bank,  Pa.;  Peter 
lived  at  Richfield,  Pa. ; Daniel  is  mentioned  later ; 
Bevvy  married  Johan  Georg  Reed;  Christina  mar- 
ried Michael  Hetrich. 

(Johann)  Michael  Reitz,  son  of  Michael,  was 
born  Aug.  12,  1785,  in  Washington  township,  and 
died  July  28,  1871.  He  married  Magdalena  Eister 
(also  spelled  Eyster  and  Oyster),  who  was  born 
Feb.  27,  1788,  a member  of  an  early  family  of  the 
Mahantango  valley,  and  died  Oct.  i2,  1816.  They 
owned  and  lived  upon  the  farm  which  is  now  the 
property  of  Harvey  Rothermel  (who  has  a tract  of 
about  ninety-eight  acres),  and  Michael  Reitz  built 
the  dwelling  which  still  stands  on  this  place.  Like 
the  other  members  of  the  family  he  and  his  wife 
worshipped  at  Himmel’s  Church,  being  members 
of  the  Lutheran  congregation,  which  he  served  in 
an  official  capacity.  Their  children  were:  Peter, 

who  was  a farmer  in  what  is  now  Rockefeller  town- 
ship; Abraham,  who  lived  in  Little  Mahanoy  town- 
ship; Christiana,  who  married  Michael  Hoch,  after 
whose  death  she  moved  with  her  daughter  Sarah, 
wife  of  Killian  Snyder,  and  family  to  Missouri, 
during  the  seventies;  David,  who  lived  in  Y'ash- 
ington  township ; lieonard,  wlio  lived  in  Wasliing- 
ton  township  : and  J onas. 

Daniel  Reitz,  son  of  ilichael  and  brother  of 
Michael  recorded  in  the  above  paragraph,  was  lx>rn 
Aug.  11,  1801,  in  'Washington  township,  on  the 
farm  now  owned  hy  Luther  Rebuck,  which  was  the 
ho.mestead  of  his  father.  He  was  a lifelong  farm- 
er, held  township  office,  and  was  a useful  and  re- 
spected man  of  his  neighhorhood.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily were  Lutheran  members  of  Ilimmel's  Church, 
in  the  graveyard  of  vdiicli  many  generations  of  the 
Reitz  family  are  buried,  and  there  he  and  hi.s  wife 
re=t.  He  died  Jan.  9.  1886.  and  his  wife,  Susanna 
(Borrell — spelle^l  “Boorel''  on  the  tombstone), 
born  June  26,  1810,  died  Jan.  12,  1881.  They  had 
fourteen  children:  IMarv  married  Elias  Relnick; 

Jonas  married  Ellemina  Snyder;  Samuel  married 
Eliza  Reitz;  Catharine  married  (first)  Godfried 
Rebuck  and  (second)  Andrew  Rebuck;  Christiana 
died  young;  John  married  Polly  Herb;  Susanna 
died  young;  Salome  married  IMilton  Drumheller; 
one  .son  died  in  infancy  ; Elizabeth  married  Jared 
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.Snyder;  Michael  married  Alice  Raker;  Harriet 
died  in  infancy;  Leonard  married  Ellemina  Shaf- 
fer; Daniel  married  Mary  Billman. 

Leonard  Reitz,  son  of  Michael  and  Magdalena 
(Eister),  was  horn  Oct.  IS,  18?’2,  on  his  fathers 
farm  in  Washington  township,  and  was  a lifelong 
farmer  there.  He  worked  for  his  father  until  ho 
was  several  years  past  his  majority,  and  then  pur- 
chased the  homestead,  which  he  farmed  for  several 
years  before  he  sold  it  and  purchased  the  property 
now  owned  by  his  son  Emanuel.  This  tract  con- 
■sists  of  three  parts,  one  of  thirty-three  acres,  one  of 
thirty-five  acres  and  one  of  fifteen  acres,  and  there 
is  a fourth  tract  of  fifty  acres  of  woodland,  mak- 
ing a total  of  1.33  acres.  Leonard  Reitz  died  May 
6,  1903,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years,  and 
during  his  long  life  he  was  not  only  a thrifty  farm- 
er but  also  an  active  citizen  of  his  township,  serv- 
ing many  years  as  supervisor  and  as  deacon,  elder 
.and  trustee  of  Himmel’s  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
Lutheran  member.  He  was  a Democrat  in  political 
sentiment.  To  him  and  his  wife  Susanna,  who  was 
a daughter  of  John  Snyder  and  his  wife  (who  was 
a Schollenberger) , were  born  six  children:  One 

Ison  that  died  in  infancy;  Lydia,  who  married  John 
Brosius ; Emanuel ; one  daughter  that  died  in  in- 
fancy ; John,  of  Washington  township ; and  Ed- 
ward, of  Washington  township. 

Emanuel  Reitz,  son  of  Leonard,  was  born  Jan. 
11,  1860,  in  Washington  township,  attended  the 
local  district  schools  and  spent  his  youthful  days 
■on  the  home  place,  working  for  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-one.  After  he  attained  his  majority 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  fifteen  years,  in  1896  settling  down  to  farming 
upon  the  place  where  he  now  lives,  in  his  native 
township.  He  takes  his  produce  to  Shamokin.  IMr. 
Reitz  is  a thoroughly  progressive  farmer  and  in- 
terested. in  the  public  atfairs  of  his  locality  as  well 
.as  in  furthering  his  own  prosperity.  For  twelve 
jears  he  served  as  auditor  of  his  township,'  elected 
to  that  office  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  is  well 
informed  on  the  early  history  of  his  family. 

On  Jan.  9,  1896,  Mr.  Reitz  married  Jane  Drum- 
heller,  daughter  of  Milton  and  Salome  (Reitz). 
Drumheller,  and  they  ha\e  become  the  parents  of 
five  children : One  claughter  that  died  in  infancy ; 
Harry  Milton ; Katie  Susanna  and  Annie  Salome, 
twins;  and  Walter  Daniel. 


Jonas  Reitz,  son  of  Michael  and  Magdalena 
(Ei'ter),  was  born  June  30,  182-5,  in  Washington 
township,  on  his  father’s  homestead,  and  died 
April  5,  1902,  at  Greenbrier,  to  which  place  he  had 
moved  upon  his  retirement  from  active  life.  He 
long  owned  and  operated  a tannery  upon  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Frank  Adam,  and  was  a thrifty 
and  prosperous  man,  standing  high  among  his  fel- 
low citizens  for  his  upright  and  conscientious  walk 
in  life.  He  married  Luzetta  Smith,  daughter  of 


Michael  Smith,  and  sho  preceded  him  to  the 
grave,  dying  Aug.  13,  1874,  aged  fifty-one  years, 
five  months,  fifteen  days.  They  are  buried  at  Him- 
mel's  Church,  which  IMr.  Reitz  served  as  deacon. 
Their  family  consisted  of  three  children ; Eliza- 
beth married  D.  S.  Reitz  and  they  made  their  home 
at  White  Church,  Wyandotte  Co.,  Ivans.;  Emma 
married  Tobias  Snyder  and  they  are  prosperous 
farming  people  of  Upper  Mahanoy  township; 
James  S.  married  Sarah  Snyder. 

JxUiES  S.  Reitz,  son  of  Jonas,  merchant  and 
postmaster  at  Greenlirier,  Northumberland  coun- 
W,  was  born  .June  10,  1860,  in  Washington  town- 
ship, was  educated  in  the  public  schools  there  and 
spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  assisting  his  father 
about  the  tannery.  In  the  spring  of  1874  he  be- 
gan farming  in  Washington  township,  following 
that  pursuit  for  seventeen  years  in  his  native  lo- 
cality, for  two  years  cultivating  his  grandfather’s 
homestead  and  for  fifteen  years  living  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Lewis  Snyder  in  Upper  Mahanoy 
township.  In  1902  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  at  Greenbrier,  succeeding  S.  S.  Smith,  and 
he  has  since  operated  his  general  store  and  also  a 
■ weekly  huckster  route  to  Shamokin,  where  he  mar- 
kets his  produce.  This  mercantile  stand  is  one  of 
the  oldest  established  in  the  lower  section  of  the 
county,  and  under  Mr.  Reitz’s  management  its  pat- 
ronage has  grown  steadily,  his  affability  and  oblig- 
ing disposition  winning  him  customers  and  friends 
from  near  and  far.  He  has  been  postmaster  since 
1902.  For  six  years  he  served  as  school  director 
of  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  and  for  three  years  as 
assessor  of  the  same  township,  and  he  has  long 
been  prominent  in  the  local  activities  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  having  served  as  delegate  to  various 
county  conventions.  He  and  his  family  are  Luth- 
eran members  of  HimmeFs  Church,  which  he  has 
served  as  deacon  and  trustee.  During  the  residence 
of  the  family  in  Tapper  ^Mahanoy  township  he  was 
for  fifteen  years  connected  with  St.  John’s  Church, 
there,  and  served  as  deacon,  taking  part  in  the 
various  enterprises  and  .movements  of  the  church. 
In  fact,  he  has  been  thoroughly  identified  with  all 
the  phases  of  the  life  of  the  community  as  a cit- 
izen who  is  willing  to  give  of  his  time  and  efforts 
for  the  general  good. 

In  1880  i\Ir.  Reitz  married  Sarah  Snyder,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  .Judith  (Diehl)  Snyder,  of  Upper 
Mahanoy  township,  and  five  children  have  been 
bom  to  them : Alice,  wife  of  Jesse  E.  Geist;  John 
II.,  who  married  Minnie  A.  Falck;  Charles  E.,  as- 
sistant postmaster  at  Greenbrier  and  also  his  fa- 
ther’s assistant  in  the  mercantile  business;  James 
W. ; and  Flossie  J. 


Peter  Reitz,  -on  of  iMichael  and  iMagdalena 
(Eister),  was  the  grandfather  of  Daniel  N.  Reitz, 
of  Lower  Augusta  township.  He  was  a native  of 
Schwaltian  Creek,  \\  a.'^hington  township,  spent  his 
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earlier  manhood  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  and 
later  moved  to  Pichfield,  Snyder  county,  where  he 
died  and  is  buried.  He  owned  a farm  and  devoted 
himself  to  agriculture.  Like  tlie  family  genorall}', 
he  was  a Lutheran  in  religious  faith.  Mr.  Eeitz 
was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  M'illiam;  iMrs.  Y'illiam  Billig,  of 
Forreston,  Ogle  Co.,  111. ; Ellen,  wife  of  Daniel 
Crelig  (tliey  moved  out  to  Ohio  by  wagon,  and 
still  live  in  that  State)  ; Mrs.  IMichael  Schollen- 
berger,  who  lived  in  Snyder  county;  iMrs.  Jacob 
Bohner,  of  Uiiiontown : Mrs.  Isaac  Eenstermacher, 
of  Georgetown;  Beuneville,  of  Ohio;  and  Peter  M. 
To  the  second  marriage  were  born  four  children : 
Elias,  late  of  Sunbury;  Mrs.  Solomon  Banner,  of 
Snyder  county;  Tobias,  of  Adamsburg,  Pa.;  and 
Mrs.  Simon  Schollenberger,  late  of  Snyder  countv^, 
Pa.  All  this  family  were  born  at  Swabian  Creek. 

Peter  M.  Eeitz,  son  of  Peter,  learned,  the  trade 
of  miller  in  the  original  old  log  mill  at  Sunbury, 
this  county,  commencing  that  work  when  he  was 
sixteen  and  following  it  until  he  was  about  thirty- 
eight  years  old.  During  all  this  time  he  was  at 
Sunbury,  operating  what  is  now  known  as  the  Haas 
mill,  one  of  the  early  mills  of  the  sec-tion.  Then  he 
took  to  farming,  owning  a place  of  100  acres  in 
Eockefeller  township,  where  he  was  a substantial 
and  respected  citizen,  deacon,  elder  and  trustee  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  there.  He  is  buried  at  Eman- 
uel Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  kno’wn  as  the 
Wolf's  Cross  Eoad  Church. 

Mr.  Eeitz  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  being 
Elizabeth  Deppen,  who  is  buried  at  the  Lantz 
Church  in  Eockefeller  township.  Two  children 
were  born  to  this  union : IVilliam  l^Iorris,  of  Irish 
Valley;  and  Elizabeth,  who  married  George  Dun- 
kelberger.  By  his  second  union,  to  Catharine  J. 
Weiser,  daughter  of  Peter  Weiser,  of  McKees  Half 
Falls,  Pa.,  he  had  seven  children;  Urias  P.,  now 
of  Eockefeller  township : David  C.,  of  Sioux  City, 
Iowa;  Jonathan  E.,  of  Eockefeller  township;  Dan- 
iel X.;  Annie  E.,  married  to  Frazer  Wolf  ; Katie 
J.,  married  to’ H.  E.  IMiller;  and  Laura  A.,  mar- 
ried to  Bert  Witmer.  The  mother  of  this  family, 
born  April  18,  1837,  died  Oct.  19,  1909. 

Daniel  X.  Eeitz,  son  of  Peter  M.,  was  born 
Xov.  21,  1861,  in  Eockefeller  (then  Lower  Au- 
gusta) township.  Lmtil  he  attained  his  majority 
he  worked  for  his  parents  on  the  farm  in  his  na- 
tive township,  and  then  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  with  Daniel  Fas<;ld,  following  that  line  of 
work  4)1  about  fifteen  years,  in  iSunbury,  Sha- 
mokin,  and  the  adjacent  portions  of  Xorthumber- 
land  county.  In  the  spring  of  1901  he  began  to 
farm  in  Lower  Augusta  townsliip,  working  his  own 
place  until  1910,  when  he  sold  it  and  became  fann- 
er for  Dr.  B.  E.  Wilkinson,  who  has  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  Lower  Augusta  township.  As  may  be 
judged  from  his  present  responsibilities.  l\rr.  Eeitz 
is  an  intelligent,  modern  farmer,  enterprising  and 


up-to-date  in  all  his  methods  and  thrifty  in  all  his 
undertakings. 

On  June  2G,  1886,  Mr.  Eeitz  was  married  to 
Clara  A.  Gass,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Dunkelberger)  Gass  and  granddaughter  of  Peter 
Dunkelberger,  cj  Little  Mahanoy  township.  They 
have  had  three  children:  Domer  A.,  Clan  A.  and 
Ora  M.  Mr.  Eeitz  and  his  family  are  Lutheran 
members  of  the  Wolfs  Cross  Eoad  Chui'ch  in  Eock- 
efeller township.  In  political  sentiment  he  is  a 
Ecpublican. 


Michael  Eeitz,  great-grandfather  of  Alvin  P. 
Eeitz,  of  Shamokin  borough,  and  of  William  H. 
Eeitz,  of'Little  Mahanoy  township,  was  a native  of 
Berks  county.  Pa.,  and  settled  in  Washington  town- 
ship, XYrthumbcrland  county,  in  1790.  He  died 
there.  Among  his  children  were:  Daniel,  Jona- 

than, Michael,  Peter,  Henry  and  Samuel.  . 

Henry  Eeitz,  son  of  Michael,  was  l>om  in 
Swabian  Creek,  ’Washington  township,  and  there 
passed  his  earlier  life,  later  moving  to  Lower  Au- 
gusta townsliip,  where  he  owned  a large  farm. 
After  a residence  of  twenty-two  years  in  that  town- 
ship he  returned  to  Swabian  Creek,  ■where  he  had 
a small  farm,  and  there  he  remained  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  past  ninety. 
He  was  a gunsmith  as  well  as  fanner  and  well 
known  in  his  time.  He  was  a member  of  the  Luth- 
eran congregation  of  Himmel’s  Church,  and  is 
buried  at  that  church.  One  of  the  progressive  cit- 
izens of  his  day.  he  served  as  member  of  the  town- 
ship school  board  and  took  an  active  part  in  all 
movements  intended  for  the  advancement  of  the 
general  good. 

Mr.  Eeitz  was  married  four  times,  his  first  wife 
being  a Bechtel,  his  second  Maria  Dunkelberger 
(born  Dec.  23,  180.3,  died  Jan.  3,  1863),  his  third 
a Tschupp  and  his  fourth  an  Engel  (from  George- 
town, this  county).  One  daughter  was  born  to  the 
first  union,  Lovina,  who  first  married  a Mr.  Eister, 
later _a  Mr.  Hayes.  By  his  second  union  there 
were  three  children : Sarah,  Adam  D.  and  Joseph. 
There  were  no  children  of  the  third  and  fourth 
marriages. 

Adam  D.  Eeitz,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  May  6, 
1836,  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  and  died  DIarch 
22,  1883.  He  is  buried  at  the  Union  Church  in 
Hollowing  Eun,  in  Lower  xiugusta  township.  The 
greater  part  of  the  time  he  was  engaged  as  a la- 
borer, though  he  oAvned  a tract  of  land  for  some 
years.  He  married  IMary  Eaker,  daughter  of  IVil- 
liam  and  Kate  (Zartman)  Eaker,  and  she  survives 
him,  now  making  her  home  at  Trevorton.  She 
has  reached  the  age  of  si.xtv-nine  years  (1910). 
Three  children  Avere  born  to  'Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adam 
D.  Eeitz:  William  II.,  Dennis  and  Galen. 

Willia:\i  H.  Eeitz.  a resident  of  Little  IMahanoy 
toAvnsbip,  Avas  born  i\rarch  12,  1862,  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  A\  here  he  Avas  reared,  living  there 
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until  he  reached  ihe  age  of  sixteen.  Coming  to 
Little  Mahanoy,  he  worketl  among  farmers  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  when  he  was  married 
and  went  to  Shamokin.  There  he  drove  a wagon 
for  Seiler,  Zimmerman  & Co.,  for  whom  he  worked 
seven  years  and  three  months.  For  some  months 
he  was  fireman  for  an  electric  light  company,  then 
drove  a team  for  Acker,  Schlcyman  & Co.,  until 
his  return  to  Little  IMahanoy  township,  u'liere  he 
purchased  a tract  of  ten  acres  upon  which  he  built 
a house  and  settled. . He  raised  garden  truck  ami 
Imckstered  to  Shamokin  for  eight  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  began  working  for  the  Trevorton 
Coal  Land  Company,  in  whose  em])loy  he  has  since 
continued.  He  sold  his  property  just  mentioned  to 
that  company  and  has  since  purchased  a 1'26-acre 
tract  near  by. 

On  Feb.  H,  1883,  Mr.  Eeitz  married  Miranda 
Peifer,  daughter  of  George  Peifer,  and  they  have 
three  children : Sylvan,  Yictor  and  J ennie.  He 
and  his  family  are  members  of  Emanuel  Lutheran 
Church  in  Little  IMahanoy.  Mr.  Reitz  has  served 
some  years  as  a school  director  of  that  township. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  political  faith. 

Joseph  Reitz,  son  of  He7iry  and  brother  of 
Adam  D.,  was  born  in  1813  at  Fisher’s  Ferry,  and 
died  Jan.  21,  1908.  He  is  buried  at  Emanuel 
Lutheran  Church  in  Little  Mahanoy  township.  Mr. 
Reitz  was  a prominent  citizen  of  that  township. 
He  was  engaged  in  business  as  a merchant  at 
Dornsife,  and  also  followed  farming,  retiring  from 
active  work  a few  years  before  his  death.  His  effi- 
cient service  in  various  township  offices  made  him 
a well  known  figure  in  local  public  affairs,  he  hav- 
ing served  as  member  of  the  school  board,  over- 
seer of  the  poor  and  supervisor.  In  religious  mat- 
ters he  was  a Lutheran.  He  married  Catharine 
Peifer,  daughter  of  George  Peifer,  of  Little  ^la- 
hanoy  township,  and  she  still  survives,  making  her 
home  at  Dornsife.  Six  children  were  born  to  this 
marriage;  Daniel  P.  (who  died  Aug.  29,  1900, 
aged  thirty-six  years,  one  month).  Alvin  P.,  George 
(of  Dornsife),  Edward  (of  Dornsife),  Joseph 
(who  is  connected  with  the  East  End  Lumber  Com- 
pany, of  Shamokin)  and  Gertrude  (at  home). 

Alvix  P.  Reitz,  general  manager  of  the  East 
End  Lumber  Company  of  Shamokin,  was  born  in 
1867  at  Mine  Run,  in  Lower  xYigusta  township, 
and  obtained  his  earlv  education  in  the  schools  of 
the  home  locality.  Later  he  studied  at  IMuhlen- 
berg  College,  Allentown,  Pa.  He  has  since  made 
his  home  in  Shamokin.  For  a time  he  was  em- 
ployed as  brakeman  on  a passenger  train,  and 
then  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  which  was  the 
beginning  of  his  present  interest  in  the  contracting 
and  building  line.  . In  1892  he  commenced  con- 
tracting, and  in  1903  formed  a partnership  with 
John  I).  Hilbush,  with  whom  he  is  Hill  associated. 
They  did  a prosperous  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Reitz  & Hill)ush  until  1906,  when  they 


formed  what  is  now  known  as  the  East  Exid  Lum- 
ber Company,  incorporating  with  a capital  of  $75,- 
000.  In  addition  to  contracting  and  building  they 
conduct  an  extensive  planing  mill  business  and  re- 
tail lumber,  giving  employment  in  these  various 
lines  to  a force  of  eighty  men.  The  company  has 
its  office  and  business  headcpiarters  at  Xo.  301 
Franklin  street,  Shamokin,  and  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing concerns  of  the  kind  in  this  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Its  reputation  for  high-class  and  thor- 
oughly up-to-date  work  is  firmly  established,  and 
the  standing  of  the  individual  members  of  the 
company  is  sufficient  guarantee  for  its  standards 
and  responsibility.  The  officers  of  the  company 
are:  F.  I).  Raker,  president;  E.  Raker,  secretary; 
J.  D.  Hilbush,  treasurer  ; and  A.  P.  Reitz,  general 
manager.  Mr.  Reitz  devotes  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  and. attention  to  the  business  of  the  com- 
pany, but  he 'is  interested  in  the  general  business 
prosperity  of  the  borough,  and  is  a piember  of  the 
Merchants’  xissoeiation.  Socially  he  unites  with 
the  local  lodge  of  Elks  and  with  the  Red  Men. 

Mr.  Reitz  married  a daughter  of  Jacob  Zartman, 
of  Shamokin,  and  they  have  one  son,  Harry  El- 
wood,  who  was  born  in  1901. 


David  Reitz,  son  of  (Johann)  Michael,  grandson 
of  Michael,  and  great-grandson  of  George,  the  pi- 
oneer of  the  family  in  Xorthumberland  county, 
was  the  grandfather  of  John  L.,  David  W.  and 
Charles  J.  Reitz,  brothers,  the  first  named  a busi- 
ness man  of  IMount  Carmel,  the  second  a resident 
of  Pillow,  near  Lower  ]\Iahanoy  township,  the  last 
named  a resident  of  Little  Mahanoy  township. 

William  Reitz,  son  of  David,  has  always  lived 
at  Qreenbrier,  in  IVashington  township,  in  which 
township  his  father  also  lived.  'William  Reitz  was 
a well  known  merchant  of  that  place,  during  his 
active  years,  and  is  now  living  retired.  He  mar- 
ried Susanna  Raker,  and  to  them  were  born  four 
children : Katie,  John  L.,  David  W.  and 

Charles  J. 

John  L.  Reitz,  son  of  William  and  Susanna 
(Raker)  Reitz,  was  born  in  1876  near  Greenbrier 
and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  tliat 
locality.  He  was  engaged  with  his  father  until 
he  came  to  Mount  Carmel,  driving  a huckster 
wagon  for  some  time.  On  March  15,  1900,  he 
settled  in  Dlount  Carmel,  which  has  since  been 
his  home.  Several  years  later  he  engaged  in  the 
produce  business  there  in  partnership  with  E.  R. 
Reitz,  under  the  firm  name  of  E.  R.  & J.  L.  Reitz, 
later  buying  out  his  partner’s  interest.  He  has 
since  continued  the  business  on  his  own  account 
as  a wholesale  produce  dealer,  having  now  the  lead- 
ing trade  of  the  kind  in  the  borough.  IMr.  Reitz 
is  located  in  a fine  building  near  the  Reading  sta- 
tion, which  he  erected  in  1902.  He  is  one  of  the 
substantial  and  respected  young  business  men  of 
the  place,  where  he  has  gained  high  standing  and 
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tlie  esteem  of  his  fello\v  citizens  by  his  upright 
methods  and  earnest  efforts  to  cater  to  the  wants 
of  a large  and  growing  patronage.  Fraternally  he 
is  a member  of -the  Elks,  Odd  Fellows  and  K.  of  M. 

Mr.  Eeitz  married  Elizabeth  Swalm  (also  writ- 
ten Schwalm),  and  to  them  have  been  born  five 
children : William,  Charles,  Grace.  Katie  and  Bes- 
sie. The  family  are  identified  with  the  Eeformed 
Church. 

David  W.  Eeitz,  son  of  William  and  Susanna 
(Eaker)  Eeitz,  was  born  May  23,  1580.  He  was 
reared  in  the  vicinity  of  Eebuck,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  that  locality.  After 
his  service  in  the  Spanish  war  he  began  work  as 
a clerk  in  the  store  of  E.  E.  Eeitz,  who  was  then 
doing  business  at  Eebuck,  remaining  with  him  for 
six  years.  He  then  married  and  moved  to  Mount 
Carmel,  where  for  one  year  he  was  employed  by 
his  brother  John  L.  Eeitz,  in  the  produce  business. 
The  next  year  he  and  his  younger  brother,  Charles 
J.  Eeitz,  bought  the  stock,  fixtures  and  good-will 
of  his ’former  employer,  E.  E.  Eeitz,  continuing 
tlie  business  at  Eebuck  for  about  three  years. 
David  W.  Eeitz  was  next  engaged  as  proprietor 
of  the  “Glenn  House,”  at  Lykens,  which  he  bought 
from  Galen  & Binganian,  conducting  that  place 
for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  vv'hich  time  he  settled 
in  Uniontown  (Pillow),  which  is  Just  across  the 
Northumberland  county  line  in  Dauphin  county. 
Here  he  became  proprietor  of  the  “Xational 
Hotel,”  buying  the  stock  and  fixtures  from  his 
brother,  Charles  J.  Eeitz,  and  the  hotel  from  Wil- 
liam H.  Deibler.  It  is  one  of  the  old  established 
stands  in. this  section,  and  draws^an  excellent  pat- 
ronage from  the  surrounding  territory.  Mr.  Eeitz 
bas  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  neigh- 
bors and  patrons  by  obliging  service  and  upright 
business  methods.  During  his  residence  in  Wash- 
ington township  he  took  considerable  interest  in 
public  affairs,  serving  as  treasurer  of  the  town- 
ship and  as  treasurer  for  the  road  supervisors,  and 
he  was  quite  active  in  the  work  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  is  a member  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  Xo. 
194,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Selinsgrove,  and  of  Lodge 
Xo.  551,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  of  Mahanoy,  Pa.,  wliicli  latter 
organization  he  joined  May  30,  1900.  He  arid  his 
family  are  Lutheran  members  of  Hinunel’s  Church. 

During  the  Spanish-American  war  Mr.  Eeitz 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  21st  Infantry,  Eegular 
Army,  July  23,  1898,  at  Shamokin.  He  served 
for  a time  at  Fort  McPherson,- and  was  returned 
to  that  point  after  being  taken  ill  with  typhoid 
at  Lithia  Springs,  Ga.,  being  eventually  granted 
a furlough  until  his  recovery.  After  regaining  his 
health  he  reported  at  Fort  Monroe,  thence  went 
to  Plattsburg,  to  rejoin  his  command,  and  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1899,  received  an  honorable  discharge. 

In  1901  Mr.  Eeitz  married  Dora  Sehreffler, 
daughter  of  John  and  Caroline  (Keaffer)  Schref- 
Eer,  of  Washington  township.  They  have  had  four 


children:  Anna  C.,  Lewis  (who  died  in  infancy), 
Katie  S.  and  Edna  C. 

Charles  J.  Eeitz,  of  Dornsife,  merchant  and 
proprietor  of  the  “Dornsife  Hotel,”  was  born  April 
30,  1884,  at  Eebuck,  in  Washington  township,  sou 
of  IVilliam  and  Susanna  (Eaker)  Eeitz.  He  was 
educated  in  the  local  schools  and  when  fourteen 
years  old  began  clerking,  his  first  position  being 
with  Samuel  Hetrich,  at  Leek  Kill.  After  two 
years’  employment  there  he  went  to  Allentown  and 
clerked  in  several  stores  there,  remaining  in  that 
city  for  several  years.  Ee turning  to  Eebuck  he 
clerked  there  two  vears  for  E.  E.  Eeitz,  until  he 
and  his  brother  David  W.  formed  a partnership 
under  the  firm  name  of  Eeitz  Brothers,  and  pur- 
chased the  goodwill,  stock  and  fixtures  of  E.  E. 
Eeitz  (the  lower  store).  Three  years  later  Charles 

J.  Eeitz_  bought  Ids  brother’s  interest  and  for  one 
years  continued  the  store  alone.  The  next  year  he 
was  at  Pillow,  where  he  conducted  the  “'National 
Hotel”  for  one  year,  and  then  purchased  the  stock, 
good-will  and  fixtures  of  Fred  E.  Dornsife  at 
Dornsife,  where  he  is  now  doing  a thriving  mer- 
cantile business.  He  carries  a comprehensive  gen- 
eral stock,  and  employs  two  clerks.  His  hotel 
business  is  also  prospering,  and  he  is  considered 
one  of  the  rising  young  business  men  of  the  place. 

On  March  17,  1903,  Mr.  Eeitz  married  Bertha 
M.  Hetrich,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Alice  (Lat- 
sha)  Hetrich,  and  they  have  had  one  child,  Har- 
old W.  The  family  are  Lutheran  members  of  II im- 
mel’s  Church.  Mr.  Eeitz  is  well  known  in  tb.e  fra- 
ternities as  a member  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  Xo.  194, 
F.  & A.  M.,  of  Selinsgrove;  of  IMahanoy  Lodge, 
Xo.  55,  I.  0.  0.  F. ; of  Livingston  Castle,  Xo.  258, 

K.  G.  E.,  of  Allentown  : and  of  the  State  Grange 
at  Greenbrier.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics  and 
has  taken  some  part  in  local  affairs,  having  served 
as  treasurer  for  the  road  supervisors  and  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  Washington  townsliip. 


Jacob  Eeitz,  grandfather  of  Daniel  Z.  Eeitz,  of 
Little  Mahanoy  township,  was  born  in  'Washing- 
ton township  in  the  Himmel  Church  neighbor- 
hood, son  of  Andraes  Eeitz.  He  lived  on  the  farm 
now  owuied  by  ^Andrew  Bucher,  near  St.  Peters 
Church,  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  died 
there;  he  is  buried  at  St.  Peter’s  Church  at  Ma- 
hanoy. He  and  his  wife,  IMary  (Hepler),  had 
children  as  follows:  Jacob,  Benjamin,  Daniel  H., 
Samuel,  Isaac  (married  Lydia  Lenlver,  born  .July 
18,  1825,  died  March  5,  1852),  Joseph,  Zetic 
(1829-1855),  Catharine  (married  John  Fegley), 
IMaricha  (married  George  Miller),  Lydia  (mar- 
ried Henry  Dressier)  and  Mrs.  Seiler. 

Daniel  II.  Eeitz,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in 
Washington  township,  and  lived  on  the  place  in 
Little  Mahanoy  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his 
son  Daniel.  He  cultivated  that  place,  a tract  of 
100  acres,  but  he  was  best  known  as  a carpenter, 
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•which  tiade  he  followed  practically  all  his  life.  In 
Ihis  capacity  ho  built  many  houses  and  barns  in 
his  earlier  manhood,  later  doing  shop  work,  mak- 
ing chairs  and  other  furniture,  and  as  he  was  a 
•very  skillful  workman  he  also  made  coffins,  which 
was  a great  advantage,  as  he  had  considerable  busi- 
ness in  the  undertaking' line ; he  was  called  upon 
to  bury  many  people.  He  was  also  active  in  local 
public  matters,  serving  as  suppr^isor  and  as  over- 
seer of  the  ])oor,  and  ho  and  his  family  were  lead- 
ing members  of  S.t.  John's  United  Evangelical 
‘Church  in  Little  ^lalianov  township,  which  he 
■served  as  class-leader  and  exhorter.  In  polirics  he 
was  a Democrat  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war,  after  which,  he  joined  the  liepublican  party. 

]\[r.  Reitz  married  Harriet  Zartman,  daughter 
<of  William  Zartman  ( whose  Avife  was  a Herb),  and 
.she  survived  him,  dying  Jan.  21,  1899,  aged  eighty- 
■three  years,  four  months,  nineteen  days.  Mr. 
Reitz  died  May  13,  1SS9,  aged  seventy-five  years, 
nine  months,  twelve  days,  and'  they  are  buried 
:at  the  church  above  mentioned.  They  were  the 
parents  of  thirteen  children ; One  son  died  in 
infancy;  Amanda  died  young;  Eliza  died  young; 
Elemina  is  unmarried;  Harriet  married  Jeremiah 
Wagner;  Isaac  is  a resident  of  LTiiontown,  Fa.; 
;Sarah  married  Isaac  Baddorf;  Abby  married  Jer- 
emiah Weaver;  Daniel  Z.  is  mentioned  beloAv;  Lu- 
cinda married  Eeily  Heckert  ; Mary  Ann  died  aged 
rthirteen  years ; Rebecca  married  Alfred  Baker ; 
one  son  died  in  infancy. 

Daniel  Z.  Reitz  was  born  Xov.  28,  1851,  on 
dhe  farm  in  Little  Mahanoy  township  Avhere  he  still 
makes  his  home.  He  receiA'ed  his  education  in  the 
local  schools  and  was  reared  to  farming,  after  he 
■was  twenty-one  receiving  pay  for  his  services  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-six,  Avhen  he  took 
■charge  of  the  place,  running  it  ten  years  for  his 
father.  After  his  father’s  death  he  cultivated  it 
ten  years  for  his  tvidowed  mother,  and  since  about 
1899  he  has  farmed  it  on  his  own  account,  being 
now  the  owmer  of  the  property.  He  is  a progress- 
ive agriculturist,  and  has  made  a number  of  im- 
provements on  tlic  place,  which  is  in  excellent  con- 
dition. Mr.  Reitz  has  proved  himself  an  intelli- 
g'ent  and  useful  citizen,  and  has  serA'ed  in  the 
various  offices  of  schw.)!  director,  supervisor  and 
auditor  with  satisfaction  to  all  concerned. 

On  May  17,  1879,  Mr.  Reitz  married  Laura  E. 
Raker,  dauglder  of  Isaac  D.  and  Fhoebe  Ann  ( Wit- 
iner)  Raker,  of  Little  IMalianoy,  tvho  died  in  Sha- 
mokin.  . Mr.  and  IMrs.  Reitz  have  a family  of  four 
children;  Herbeit  X.  married  Maggie  iMiller  and 
has  two  children.  Laura  M.  and  Casaline  L. ; 
Landis  L.  married  Amelia  IM.  Feifer  and  has  a 
daughter,  Alma  A.;  Edwin  R.  has  been  an  invalid 
since  1901 ; D.  Elmer  is  a clerk  at  Lebanon,  T’enn- 
sylvania. 

ilr.  and  IHrs.  Reitz  were  among  tlie  last  mem- 
."bers  of  St.  John's  U.  E.  Chureh  in  Little  Mahanoy. 


Xu  services  have  been  held  there  since  1905.  Rev. 
Ralph  Deibert  was  the  last  pastor. 

SHAFFER  OR  SCHAFFER.  The  Xorthum- 
berland  county  family  bearing  this  name,  in  the 
iMahanoy  region  and  in  Jordan  township,  was  es- 
tablished in  that  section  before  the  organization 
of  the  county,  in  1772,  and  was  founderl  in  Amer- 
ica by  Frantz  Schaffer.  The  first  two  or  three 
generations  in  this  countrv  lived  about  the  Stone 
'N'alley  Church,  and  the  valley  to  this  day  is  known 
to  the  older  residents  as  ■‘Schalfersdale.’’  Xearly 
all  the  land  in  one  section  of  Lower  Mahanoy  town- 
ship was  owned  by  members  of  this  family.  The 
name  is  found  with  various  spellings,  the  most 
common  forms  being  Shaffer,  Shafer,  Schaffer  and 
Schafer.  This  family  has  no  connection,  so  far 
as  is  known,  tvith  the  Schaeffer  family  of  Berks 
county.  Fa.,  of  which  Rev.  Xathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
Fh.  I).,  D.  D.,  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion, of  Fennsylvania,  is  a member;  nor  with  the 
Schaffers  well  represented  across  the  Susquehanna 
river,  in  Snyder  county. 

Frantz  Scliiilfer  and  his  wife  Elisabetha,  of  Ger- 
many, had  two  sons,  Jacob  Conrad  and  Wilhelm. 
Frantz  Schaffer  determined  to  try  his  fortunes 
in  America,  but  his  tvife  was  steadfastly  resolved 
to  remain  in  the  Fatherland.  So  settled  ■was  each 
in  the  conviction  of  right  tliat  they  divided  their 
worldly  effects  with  the  idea  of  separating,  the 
father  to  have  th.e  elder  son  to  accompany  him  to 
the  Xew  IVorld,  the  mother  to  keep  the  younger 
boy,  Wilhelm.  The  ivife  and  son  Willielm  accom- 
panied the  father  and  elder  son  to  the  port  of 
embarkation.  The  vessel  ■was  receiving  its  pa-- 
sengers.  But  when  the  time  came  to  say  good- 
bye the  Avife  AA'eakened.  The  memories  of  happy 
and  pleasant  days  in  the  past  could  not  be  shaken 
otf  so  easily.  She  concluded  that  if  her  husband 
could  support  himself  and  one  son  he  could,  also 
support  her  and  the  other  sou.  Avith  her  help,  and 
she  joined  him  in  the  journey  at  the  last  moment. 
They  landed  at  Fhiladelphia,  before  the  opening 
of  tlie  Revolutionary  Avar,  and  befoi-e  1800  they 
AA'cre  settled  in  Avhat  is  now  Lower  iMahanoy  foAvn- 
ship,  Xorthuraberland  Co...  Fa.,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Zion’s  Church  in  Stone  Valley,  in  tiie  graveyard  of 
Avhich  church,  at  the  old  Avest  end.  rest  the  re- 
mains of  these  pioneers,  Avho  Avere  the  founders 
of  a large  and  respected  po'^terity.  Tlieir  names 
appear  upon  the  tombstone  of  their  son  Jacob  (i'on- 
rad  Schaffer,  Avho  Avas  born  .Vug.  7.  1702;  their 
other  son.  Wilhelm,  was  born  May  2«.  1701.  The 
Scliiitfers  were  called  ‘‘Swopes.”  as  manv  iiatiAcs  of 
Wurtemberg  Avere  knrnvn — apparently  a Fenn-^yl- 
vania-German  corruption  of  the  German  "Schwab.'’ 
Descendants  of  l)otIi  of  the  sons  of  the.^e  early 
settlers  are  still  numerous  in  the  region  Avhero  they 
made  tlicir  home. 

Jacob  Conrad  Schalfer,  son  of  Frantz  and  EUs- 
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abetha^  was  burn  xVug.  7,  17G‘3,  and  died  Sept.  11, 
1833,  in  Lower  Mabanoy  township,  where  he  is 
buried,  at  Zion’s  (Stone  Valley)  Church.  He  lived 
in  that  township,  where  he  owned  land  and  fol- 
lowed farming.  Among  his  children  were  two 
sons:  Jacob,  of  whom  we  have  no  records;  and 

Michael. 

Michael  Schalfer,  son  of  Jacob  Conrad,  was 
born  and  reared  near  Slone  Valley  Church,  and, 
lived  there  for  . some  years.  Then  he  moved  to' 
Jordan  township,  where  he  lived  on  a farm  now- 
owned  by  a ’Wall)orn,  a largo  tract  near  Union- 
town  (Pillow).  lie  died  there,  and  was  buried  at 
the  Stone  Valley  Church,  where  s<")  many  of  the 
family  have  found  their  last  resting  place.  A 
number  of  the  later  generations,  however,  are  bur- 
ied at  Hebe  and  other  churches  in  the  surroundings 
townships.  Michael  Scbatfer.  was  married  three' 
times:  His  first  wife,  Rosanna  Witmer,  who  died' 
April  24,  1836,  bore  liini  children  as  follows;  Ja- 
cob,'^Tichael,  Joseph,  Samuel  and  Daniel.  By  liis 
second  marriage,  to  Elizabetli  Wert,  he  had  three 
children:  Philip,  Elizabeth  (married  Joseph  Sei- 
ler) and  Susanna  (married  William  Deppen).  By 
the  third  wife,  Susanna  Reed,  there  were  no  chil- 
dren. (Another  account  says  Elizabeth  was  born 
to  the  first  marriage  and  Daniel  to  the  second.  ) 
All  of  Mr.  IMichael  Schaffer’s  family  lived  in  the 
Mahantango  Valley. 

Jacob  C.  Schaffer,  grandfather  of  Elias  Z.  Shaf- 
fer, a farmer  and  lumber  merchant  of  Jordan 
township,  was  born  Feb.  23,  1793,  in  Lower  Ma- 
hanoy  township,  near  Pillow,  and  died  at  George- 
town (Dalmatia)  in  1832.  He  was  a cooper  by 
trade,  but  also  farmed  and  dealt  in  lumber,  being 
an  active  and  enterprising  man  and  successful  in 
his  undertakings.  To  him  and  his  wife,  Lydia 
(Lahr),  were  born  the  following  children:  Wil- 

liam L.,  Elizabeth  (married  Simon  Lenker)  and , 
Sarah  (married  George  Seiler). 

William  L.  Schaffer,  son  of  Jacob  C.  Schaffer, 
w'as  born  in  Lower  Mahanoy  to-wnship,  where  he 
passed  all  his  life,  dying  in  1906.  He  is  buried 
at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  at  Urban,  and  was  a Luth- 
eran member  of  that  church.  He  was  a man  of 
medium  size,  a shoemaker  by  trade,  Avhich  he  fol- 
lowed until  his  retirement,  and  also  farmed,  own- 
ing a tract  of  twenty-five  acres  which  he  culti- 
vated industriously  and  profitably.  He  served  as 
supervisor  of  his  township  and  held  other  public 
positions,  being  identified  with  official  affairs  in  his 
locality  for  many  years.  On  April  30,  1857,  he 
married,  at  Lykens  Valley,  Catharine  Zerbe,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Zerbe,  of  Lower  ilahanoy.  and  she 
survives  him,  now  making  her  home  at  Mount 
Carmel.  She  is  now  (1910)  si.vty-niue  years  of 
age.  Eight  children  were  born  to  IMr.  and  iMrs. 
William  L.  Schaffer,  three  of  whom  died  young, 
the  others  being:  Diary,  who  married  Thomas 

Hunsicker  and  (second)  James  DlcArdle ; Sarah, 


who  married  George  Blanelie  ; Elias  Z. ; Rebecca, 
who  married  Jonas  Zerbe;  and  Jacob,  of  Jordan 
township. 

Elias  Z.  Sh.U'FE.r,  farmer  and  lumber  merchant 
of  Jordan  township,  Xortliumberland  county,  Avas 
, born  Aug.  14,  1863,  in  LoAver  Dlahanoy  towmship, 
^on  of  AVilliain  L.  Schaffer.  He  Avas  reared  and 
-educated  in  his  native  locality,  receiving  a prac- 
tical common  school  training,  and  in  1883  began 
..'farming  independently  in  Jordan  toAvnship,  where 
he  Avas  a tenant  for  the  following  ten  years.  -At 
the  end  of  that  period  he  purchased  the  place 
: where  he  has  since  resided,  having  167  acres  Avhich 
^he  has  cultivated  successfully.  It  Avas  formerly 
^the  homestead  of  John  Daniel,  avIio  OAvned  it  for 
many  years,  and  before  Avliose  day  one  Ridrendall 
--was  the  owner.  He  OAvns  also  a small  tract  of  farm 
-land  in  Jordan  township,  on  which  there  is  a 
house,  and  Avhich  he  rents.  Since  1900  Mr.  Shaf- 
fer has  also  been  interested  iir  lumbering,  in  Avhich 
line  he  has  made  good  lyv  strict  attention  to  l.)usi- 
ness  and  good  judgment  in  both  the  acquisition 
of  desirable  holdings  and  the  handling  of  his 
, product.  He  has  seventy-six  acres  of  timberland  in 
his  home  toAvnship  (besides  his  farm  properties)  ; 
eighty  acres  of  timberland  in  Schuylkill  county, 
and  fifty-four  acres  in  Dauphin  counU.  He  has 
employed  as  many  as  twenty  men  in  his  lumber- 
ing operations,  and  ships  most  of  his  lumber  into 
the  coal  regions  of  this  State.  A self-made  man 
in  the  most  creditable  sense  of  that  term,  he  is 
not  only  knoAAm  as  a successful  farmer  and  busi- 
ness man  but  also  one  of  the  influential  public  cit- 
izens of  his  district,  having  served  as  supervisor 
and  being  at  present  a member  of  the  school  board 
of  his  township,  though  he  is  a Republican  in  a 
Democratic  community.  He  is  Republican  c-om- 
mitteeman  of  Jordan  toAvnship. 

On  Aug.  13,  1880,  Mr.  Shaffer  married  Sarah 
E.  Host,  AAdio  Avas  born  Aug.  14,  1863  (on  the  same 
day  as  her  husband),  daughter  of  George  S.  and 
Rebecca  (Dockey)  Host,  and  died  Dlarch  13,  1910. 
She  is”  buried  at  Urban.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaffer  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children:  Foster,  of  LU- 

ban,  Avho  married  Dlinnie  AYentzel ; George,  who*' 
resides  at  home:  Carrie  DL,  wiie'of  Charles  Klock; 
John  Jacob,  Alary  C.  and  Elias  A.,  all  at  home. 
Air.  Shaffer  and  his  family  are  Lutheran  members 
of  St.  Paul’s  Church  at  Urban,  in  Avhose  Avork  he 
has  been  very  active,  having  .served  as  deacon  for 
six  years  and  as  elder  eight  years. 

AAY  haA'e  the  folloAving  record  of  the  sons  of 
Alichael  Schaffer,  son  of  Jacob  Conrad  and  grand- 
son of  Frantz,  the  emigrant. 

Alichael  Avas  a farmer  near  Stone  A'alley  Church, 
his  farm  there  being  still  owned  by  his  estate.  To 
liirn  and  his  Avife  Rebecca  (Bohner)  were  born  chil- 
dren : Henry,  Levi,  Alichael,  Benjamin,  Sarah  and 
T.ydia. 
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Joseph  was  also  a farmer,  and  lived  near  Ycra 
Cruz,  where  he  is  buried.  He  was'  twice  married, 
and  had  an  only  son,  George,  who  died  when  young. 

Daniel  lived  in  Jordan  township,  where  he  was 
a shoemaker  and  owned  a small  farm.  He  is  buried 
at  Hebe.  His  wife  was  Polly  Bohner,  and  among 
their  children  were  Sarah,  Sevilla  and  Emma. 
(There  is  a Daniel  W.  Shaifer  buried  at  Hebe,  who 
died  July.  18,  1905,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  four 
months,  twenty  days.  ‘‘Frany,’’  his  wife,  died  Aug. 
IG,  1906,  aged  si.xty-one  }’ears,  two  months,  twen- 
ty-three days.) 

Philip  was  a carpenter  and  lived  and  died  at 
ilillersburg.  Pa.  lie  was  married  twice  and  had 
children. 

Samuel  was  a native  of  Lower  Mahanoy  town- 
ship, where  he  also  died,  but  he  passed  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Jordan  township,  whither  he 
came  when  fifteen  years  old.  He  owned  a small 
farm.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  (Rubendall).  died  be- 
fore him,  and  is  Iniried  at  Uniontown,  his  grave 
being  at  Stone  Yalley  Church.  He  was  a Repub- 
lican, served. as  supervisor  of  Jordan  township,  and 
was  active  in  church,  holding  many  offices,  deacon, 
elder,  trustee,  etc.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  born 
'ten  children,  viz.:  Sarah,  Michael,  Frank,  Eliz- 

abeth, Catharine,  Malinda,  Emma,  Samuel,  Isaac, 
and  a daughter  that  died  young.  Of  this  family 

Samuel  Schaffer,  born  Aug.  29,  1813,  settled 
in  Lower  Mahanoy  in  1888,  and  has  since  lived 
there,  on  a tract  of  twenty-two  acres.  He  is  a Re- 
publican, and  has  held  the  offices  of  constable  and 
school  director.  In  about  1870  he  married  Jes- 
tina  Bohner,  daughter  of  Xicholas  Bohner,  and 
they  have  had  ten  children : A son  that  died  in 

infancy,  Ida,  Harvey,  Emma,  Sevilla,  Kate,  IMaud, 
Daniel,  Edwin  and  Annie. 

vAVilhelm  Schaffer,  yorrnger  son  of  Frantz,  the 
emigrant,  was  born  in  the  Fatherland  May  28, 
1761,  and  died  Alarch  29,  1835,  in  Lower  Ma- 
hanoy township,  Xorthumberland  county.  He  and 
his  wife  Sarah  nVitmer)'are  buried  at  the  Stone 
Valley  Church.  She  was  born  Aug.  21,  1767, 
daughter  of  Christophel  and  Christina  IVitmer, 
and  died  on  her  eighty-fifth  birthday,  in  1852. 
Mr.  and  IMrs.  Schaffer  were  farming  people,  liv- 
ing upon  and  owning  the  tract  which  now  belongs 
to^.Monroe  Kiehl.  Their  children  were:  John, 

Jacob,  George,  William,  Daniel,  Sarah  (married 
Jacob  Carl)  and  Catharine  (married  Heinrich 
Lentz).  Of  this  family,  John,  Jacob  and  George 
are  more  fully  mentioned  below.-'  'William  (son 
of  Wilhelm)  married  a Lenker  and  had  children: 
William,  Isaac  (who  lived  near  Vera  Cruz),  Sarah, 
Polly  (Mrs.  Josiah  Schwartz)  and  Elizabeth  (who 
first  married  a La  hr  and  later  became  the  wife 
of  Reuben  Lauer).  Daniel  married  Sarah  Dopse 
and  their  children  were:  Moses,  Harrv,  David, 


i\Iary  (laarried  Aai’on  Seiler)  and  Polly  (who 
married  Joseph  Lauer). 

John  Schaffer,  son  of  Wilhelm,  was  a farmer  in 
Lower  IMahanoy  township.  He  married  Chris- 
tina LenkeiC  wiio  lived  to  be  nearly  ninety-three 
years  old,  and  they  are  buried  at  the  Stone  Valley 
Church.  Their  children,  all  born  near  Byerly’s 
hotel,  were  as  follows:  dolm  (married  Jane'Man- 
tilles),  Josiah,  David  (who  died  aged  nineteen 
years),  Catharine  (married  Frederick  Kissling), 
Sarah  (married  Samuel  Byerly)  and  Anna  (mar- 
ried Abraham  Troutman). 

Josiah  Schaffer,  son  of  dolm,  was  born  Xov.  12, 
1827,  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  where  he  also 
died.  From  1860  he  lived  on  the  farm  w'here  his 
death  occurred  Oct.  24,  1909,  the  result  of  a fall 
from  a second  story  window  ; he  was  ill  at  the  time. 
During  his  -active  years  he  followed  farming,  and 
he  was  a w-ell  known  citizen  of  his  locality,  having 
served  as  deacon,  elder  and  trustee  of  the  Stone 
Valley  Church,  where  he  is  buried.  In  1857  he 
married  Harriet  Otto,  daughter  of  John  and  Re- 
becca (Grow-)  Otto,  and  she  survives  him.  They 
became  the  parents  of  four  children:  Washington, 
now  of  Lykens,  Pa.;  Lillie  R. : C.  Anna;  and 
Landis  J.,  'of  Sunbury. 


Jacob  Schaffer,  son  of  Wilhelm,  lived  at  Hick- 
ory Corners.  He  had  children : Elizabeth,  Sallie 

(Mrs.  Isaac  Deppen),  IMagdalena  (Mrs.  James 
Finkbone),  Catharine.  William,  Susanna  (IMrs. 
William  Reed),  Abraham  and  Solomon.  Mrs. 
William  Reed,  who  lives  somewhere  in  Dakota,  is 
now-  the  only  survivor  of  this  family. 

Solomon  Schaffer,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in 
Lower  Mahanoy  Dec.  29,  1821, -and  died  July  14, 
1891,  in  his  ^"eventieth  year.  He  is  buried  at  the 
Stone  ^'alley  Church.  He  w-as  a stonemason,  and 
followed  his  trade  at  Hickory  Corners,  where  he 
lived  for  a number  of  years,  thence  moving  to  Ly- 
kens A^alley,  in  Dauphin  county,  Avhere  he  owned  4 
place  of  100  acres  which  he  farmed  for  six  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  sold  the  farm  for  $11,- 
000,  at  a profit  of  $1,000,  and  it  is  now  owned  by 
Charles  -Phillips.  Moving  back  into  the  Mahan- 
tango  Valley,  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life 
on  the  Wert  farm,  where  he  died.  He  was  an  in- 
fluential man  in  the  community  in  his  day,  serv- 
ing as  school  director,  overseer  of  the  poor,  etc., 
and  was  prominent  in  church  work. even  in  Ids  old 
age,  sernng  as  deacon,  elder,  etc.,  at  the  Stone 
Valley  Church.  His  wife,  Susanna  (Hepner), 
daughter  of  Peter  and  IMagdalena  (Lenker)  Hep- 
ner, was  born  Aug.  26,  1832,  and  died  Oct.  19, 
190-k  To  51r.  and  i\Irs.  Solomon  Schaffer  were 
born  the  following  children:  Daniel  C..  twin  sons 

who  died  in  infancy,  Sarah  E.,  William  H.  (de- 
ceased), Peter  iM.,  Jacob  IL,  iMary  Dlagdalena, 
Emma  J.,  Solomon  G.  and  Jonathan  D. 
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Jacob  H.  SciiAri-'Ei:,  toa  of  Solomon,  is  a farm-  1831,  in  Mahanoy  (now  Jordan;  township,  on  the 
<er  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  where  he  was  farm  now  owned  by  Henry  Eaup,  and  died  Oct. 
.born,  at  Hickory  Corners,  Dec.  12,  1858.  He  was  3,  1901,  at  Urban,  where  he  conducted  the  hotel 
reared  to  farming,  and  ctontinued  to  work  for  his  for  many  years,  becoming  one  of  the  best  known 
parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  men  in  that  line  in  the'  lower  end  of  Xorthumber- 
jears.  He  then  left  home  to  work  in  the  lumber  land  county.  Earlier  in  life  he  followed  farm- 
district,  where  he  was  engaged  in  assorting  lum-  ing,  to  wliicli  vocation  he  was  reared,  and  he  also 
ber,  at  Williamsport,  for  six  years,  during  which  . drove  cattle,  during  the  Civil  war  making  consid- 
time  he  was  associated  with  E.  H.  Seaman,  with  erable 'money  in  this  business,  handling  many  head 
whom  he  worked  daily  while  away  from  home,  of  cattle  and  mules.  For  a number  of  years  he 
Eeturning  to  his  native  place,  he  labored  for  sev-  -^vas  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
■eral  years  before  he  bought  his  farm  of  100  acres,  the  lower  end  of  the  county,  served  as  school  direct- 
which  was  originally  a ICertz  homestead,  later  or  and  supervisor  of  his  township,  and  as  mercan- 
owned  by  the  Lenker  family'  and  afterward  by  a tile  appraiser  of  the  county,  was  also  active  in 
Campbell.  The  present  barn  on  the  property  was  church  and  Sunday  school  work,  and  served  many 
built  by  John  Wertz  in  1857.  Mr.  Schalfer  is  an  years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  in 
industrious,  prosperous  and  much,  esteemed  cit-  his  later  years,  when  too  old  for  the  responsibilities 
izen  of  his  township,  which  he  served  as  supervisor  of  that  position,  continuing  to  be  a regular. attend- 
.in  1893  and  as  school  director,  being  also  secre-  ant  at  Sunday  scliool  services.  His  wife,  Elizabeth 
'tary  of  the  board.  In  politics  he  is  a Eepublican,  (Schwartz),  survives  him,  and  though  she  has  al- 
:in  religion  a Lutheran,  belonging  to  the  Stone  most  attained  the  three  score  and  ten  mark  she  is 
Valley  Church,  where  he  is  a well  known  worker,  fairly  w'ell  preserved'.  The  following  children  were 
being  at  present  a tnrstee  of  his  congregation;  he  born  to  this  worthy  couple:  Lizzie,  Mrs.  A.  M. 

was  formerly  a deacon.  Snyder;  D.  Eichard,  of  Herndon,  Pa.;  Sarah  J., 

. ^In  1882  Mr.  Schaffer  married  Amelia  Fetterolf,  Mrs.  George  Baum;  Laura,  who  died  young;  and 
and  to  them  was  born  one  son,  Charles  F.  Mrs.  George  Elmer. 

: Schaffer  died  May  14,  1900,  aged  thirty-nine  years.  George  Elvier  Shaffer  was  born  Jan.  30, 
■On  Oct.  3,  1903,  Mr.  Schaffer  married  (second)  1867,  in  Jordan  township,  and  obtained  his  edu- 
Miranda  Stepp,  who  died  Oct.  5,  1905,  and  on  Oct.  cation  in  the  public  schools  of  the  home  district. 
19,  1907,  Mr.  Schaffer  married  Sarah  Jane  Schleg-  When  fifteen  years  old  he  commenced  selling  farm 
,el,  daughter  of  Abraham  Schlegel.  implements,  and  in  1883  he  began  to  sell  fertiiiz- 

Charles  F.  Schaffer,  only  child  of  Jacob  H.  ers,  etc.,  being  one  of  the  first  in  his  section  to 
Schaffer,  was  born  Dec.  10,  1883,  in  Lower  Ma-  engage  in  that  line.  He  was  only  seventeen  when 
hanoy  township,  and  from  the  time  he  was  two  he  began  to-  deal  in  cattle,  and  he  has  been  inter- 
years old  lived  in  the  home  of  his  maternal  grand-  ested  in  this  line  ever  since,  being  now  the  pro- 
parents, Daniel  and  Sarah  Fetterolf.  He  is  now  prietor  of  the  Urban  stockyards,  which  he  estab- 
engaged  in  farming  his  grandfather’s  farm,  which  lished  in  1895.  He  handles  many  hundred  head  of 
.is  near. his  father’s  properly.  He  is  an  industrious  «tock  annually,  having  disposed  of  as  many  as 
and  enterprising  young  man,  and  has  a promising  thirty-five  carloads  in  a single  season,  and  he  con- 
outlook.  The  affairs  of  his  locality  have  always  ducts  a number  of  sales  every  fall,  supplying  the. 
possessed  great  interest  for  him,  and  in  1907  he  farmers  in  the  neighboring  territory  with  “shotes” 

• was  elected  assessor  of  Lower  Mahanoy  toumship,  and  hogs,  and  he  sells  many  fat  hogs  to  butchers, 
serving  three  years  in  that  office.  Since  1907  he  He  commenced  buying  and  selling  hogs  in  1896. 
has  been  superintendent  of  the  Hastings  Union  and  has  handled  many  hundreds  every  year  since. 
■Sunday  school,  and  he  is  a past  master  of  Stone  He  also  sells  from  four  to  six  carloads  of  range 
Valley  Grange,  Xo.  1367,  P.  of  H.  horses  annually,  and  deals  largely  in  poultry  ; in 

On  March  6,  1909,  Mr.  Schaffer  married  iknnie  the  fall  of  1909  he  liad  225  geese  on  hand  at  one 
M.  Lenker,  and  they  have  one  son,  Eaymond.  time,  besides  many  ducks.  l\Ir.  Shaffer’s  extensive 

business  has  been  founded  upon  his  reputation 

George  Schaffer,  grandfather  of  George  Elmer  for  square  dealing,  for  which  he  is  trusted  by  all 
Shaffer,  pro]n’ietor  of  the  stockyards  and  of  the  who  have  had  transactions  of  any  kind  with  him. 
“Xational  Hotel"  at  Turban,  was  born  Sept.  4,  He  has  visited  a number  of  States  in  the  Union 
1805,  son  of  Wilhelm  and  grandson  of  Frantz,  in  the  interest  of  his  cattle  business,  and  in  one 
He  died  Doc.  8,  1891.  He  followed  farming,  liv-  season  made  five  trips  West  to  h\iv  stock.  In  1906 
ing  in  what  is  now  Jordan  (then  Mahanoy)  town-  he  became  jiroprietor  of  the  '■‘^Xational  Hotel"  at 
ship.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Eesslcr),  bore  him  ohil-  Urban,  which  he  has  since  conducted  in  connection 
dren  as  follows:  Susan,  ^Irs.  Lantz;  Sarah,  iMrs.  with  his  other  business,  making  a success  of  that  as 

Isaac  Ijcrdtcr ; Catharine,  Mrs.  Georg  Breinighaus;  he  has  of  all  his  other  undertakings.  He  lui;  made  a 
Elias,  and  Joel.  numher  of  improvements  on  the  property,  inside 

’ Elias  Schaffer,  son  of  George,  was  born  Oct.  29,  and  outside,  since  it  came  into  his  possession.  In 
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partnorsliip  with  A.  Af.  Snyder  he  owns  a farm  of 
thirty-five  acres  at  Urban,  and  ho  has  several  lots 
near  Pittsburg,  Pa.  There  are  no  more  highly  re- 
spected people  in. the  locality  than  Mr.  Shaffer 
and  his  family,  who  are  known  for  their  intelli- 
gence and  progressive  spirit,  their  usefulness  in 
the  community  and  their  encouragement  of  the 
best  institutions  in  modern  existence. 

On  Eeb.  *28,  1896,  Mr.  Shaffer  married  Aletta 
C.  Heckert,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Alary  (Kess- 
ler) Heckert,  of  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  though 
Mrs.  Shaffer  was  born  in  Illinois.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Shaffer,  Xelson 
E.  and  Xcvin  E.  Air.  Shaffer  and  his  family 
worship  at  the  Urban  Church,  he  being  a member 
of  the  Lutheran  congregation,  while  his  wife  be- 
longs to  the  Eeformed  congregation.  He  served 
four  3'ears  as  deacon.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, with  independent  inclinations. 

John  Heckert,  Airs.  Shaffer’s  great-grandfather, 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  what  is  now  Low- 
er Alalianoy  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  his 
name  appearing  in  the  list  of  taxables  of  what  was 
then  Alahanoy  (now  Lower  Alalianoy)  township, 
in  1778.  It  is  said  he  was  a farmer  and  had  a 
number  of  children.  The  Heckert  family  was  at 
one  time  numerous  in  Lower  Alahanoy  and  a num- 
ber of  representatives  of  the  name  still  reside 
there.  Several  generations  of  Heckerfa  are  buried 
at  Zion’s  Church  in  Stone  A^alley.  Among  the 
children  of  John  Heckert  were  sons  Friederich  and 
Philip,  the  latter  being  Airs.  Shaffer’s  grandfather. 
Friederich,  born  Xov.  29,  1788,  died  Aug.  17, 
1858;  his  wife,  Alaria,  born  Alarch  24,  1792,  died 
April  3,  1870. 

Philip  Heckert,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Lower 
Alahanoy  Dec.  9,  1796.  and  had  a large  farm  there, 
near  County  Line.  He  died  Alarch  27,  1872,  and 
his  wife  Anna  Alary  (AAYrt),  born  Alarch  2,  1805, 
died  Jan.  16,  1888,  aged  eighti’-two  years,  ten 
months,  fourteen  days.  They  are  buried  at  Stone 
A’'alley  Church.  They  had  a large  family,  viz. : 
Daniel,  Susan,  Alichael,  Philip,  Alary,  Casper  (who 
was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war),  Emanuel,  Henry 
(who  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war),  Catharine, 
Andrew  A^h,  Uriah  (who  served  in  the  Civil  war) 
and  Eachel. 

Andrew  AV.  Heckert,  son  of  Philip,  was  Imm 
near  County  Line,  in  Lower  Alahanov  township, 
and  died  at  Dalmatia.  Pa.,  where  he  and  his  familv 
had  lived  since  1873.  F)efore  his  marriage  ho 
went  out  to  Forreston,  Ogle  Co.,  Ilk,  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  but  after  he  had 
resided  there  a number  of  A'ears  he  returned  to  liis 
native  place  for  a wife,  marrying  Alary  Ee^^ler, 
daughter  of  Solomon  and  Catharine  (Haas)  Kess- 
ler, of  Lower  Alahanov.  He  returned  AVe=t  with 
his  bride  and  they  lived  in  Illinois  until  after  the 
birth  of  their  six  children,  coming  back  to  Penn- 
sylvania in  1873  and  settling  in  I,ower  Alahanoy. 


The  children  were  as  followiJ:  Aletta  C. ; Alary 

AL,  Airs.  Frank  Borduer,  of  Nebraska:  Susan  E.,. 
unmarried;  Carrie  AL,  Afr.s.  Joseph  Keitz,  of  Sha- 
mokin,  this  county;  Ida  Ik,  Airs.  AVilliam  Drcibel- 
bies,  of  Lower  Alahanoy  ; and  William  N.,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

I).  KiciiAiiD  SiiAFFiCR,  SOU  of  Etias,  was  born 
June  21,  1859,  in  Jordan  township,  and  when  fif- 
teen years  old  commenced  to  learn  cigar-making, 
which  trade  he  has  followed  ever  since.  About 
1S9U  he  moved  to  Herndon,  where  he  still  makes 
his  home,  and  he  was  postmaster  at  that  place  dur- 
ing Cleveland's  second  administration.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  served  the  borough  as  tax  col- 
lector since  1902.  In  1885  he  married  Emma, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Lebo.  of  Pillow,  Pa.  They 
have  no  children.  Air.  and  Airs.  Shaffer  are  Luth- 
erans in  religious  connection. 


Daniel  Shaffer,  grandfather  of  Aaron  Shaffer, 
superintendent  of  the  Trevorton  Coal  Land  Com- 
pany, at  Dunkelbergers,  in  Little  Alahanoy  town- 
ship, lived  near  Stone  Valley  Church,  his  prop- 
ertv  being  the  farm  now  owned  b}'  Frank  Eadel. 
JIc  had  about  forty  acres,  and  followed  farming  as 
well  as  his  trade,  shoemaking.  His  wife  died  long 
before  him.  They  had  three  children  : Daac,  Cath- 
arine (married  Solomon  Eadel)  and  Henry  H. 

Henry  H.  Shaffer,  son  of  Daniel,  is  one  of  the 
oldest  residents  of  Lower  Alahanoy  tovmship,  where 
he  was  born  April  23,  1833.  He  learned  the  trade 
of  stonemason,  which  he  followed  some  years,  later 
engaging  in  farming  and  limeburning.  For  about 
half  a year  he  was  out  West,  where  he  married  Ke- 
becca  Dietrich,  who  was  born  in  the  West  April 
5,  1847,  daughter  of  Florin  and  Sophia  (Ilaupt) 
Dietrich.  Eighteen  children  wore  born  to  Air.  and 
Airs.  Shaffer,  six  of  whom  died  young,  the  others 
being:  Eebecca,  who  died  unmarried  ; Daniel,  who 
was  killed  on  the  coal  banks  in  1887;  Lucinda, 
who  died  young;  Sarah  Ellen,  who  married 
Charles  AYertz ; Charles,  of  Uniontown,  Pa.  ; 
Aaron ; AVilliam,  who  died  when  twelve  years  old ; 
Ivate,  wife  of  James  Y'entzel ; James  AL,  of  Lower 
Augusta  township,  this  county;  Ira,  who  died 
young;  Tama,  wife  of  Jacob  Hepner;  and  Ida  S. 
(deceased),  who  was  the  wife  of  Cloyd  Alassner. 

Aafon"  StTAFFF-U.  Son  of  Henry  H.,  was  born 
Alarch  31,  1874,  at  Georgetown,  and  until  ho  was 
twenty-two  years  old  lived  with  his  grandfather, 
Daniel  Shalfer.  His  education  was  received  in  the 
pul)lic  scliools,  and  when  twenrv  V'ears  old  he 
learned  the  trade  of  stonemason,  which  he  has 
continued  to  follow  off  and  on  ever  since,  working 
for  his  neighbors  principally.  Farming  has.  how- 
ever, been  his  principal  vocation.  He  began  for 
himself  in  1900,  at  Hickory  Corners,  where  he 
had  ninety  acres  whielt  he  farmed  four  and  a half 
vears.  During  two  years  of  this  time  he  also  con- 
ducted a dairy  business,  running  a milk  team  daily 
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to  Hickory  Corners  and  Dalmatia.  In  the  .=:pring' 
of  1905  l).e  disposed  ol;  his  farm  stock  b}'  sale  and 
went  West  to  Arkansas,  Indian  Territory  and 
Kansas,  he  and  J.  S.  Dreibelhies  purchasing  a load 
of  horses  in  Kansas  and  shipping  them  to  George- 
town; they  were  sold  at  public  vendue  at  Hick- 
ory Corners.  xVfter  that  Mr.  Shalfer  did  railroad 
work,  being  employed  on  the  Shaniokin  branch  of 
the  Reading  road  for  aliout  two  years,  and  on 
April  1,  1907,  he  took  his  present  position,  being 
superintendent  of  the  Trevorton  Coal  Laud  Com- 
pany's farm  of  100  acres  at  Dunkelbergers.  He 
is  perfectly  capable  of  lllling  all  the  requirements 
of  this  responsibility,  and  has  been  a faithful  and 
efficient  worker,  gaining  the  respect  of  all  his  as- 
sociates. 

In  September,  1894,  Mr.  Shaffer  married  Ada 
Shaffer,  daughter  of  Zwingle  A.  Shaffer  and  his 
wife  Sarah  (Dottery),  and  live  children  have  been 
born  to  them : Tessie,  Henna,  Ernest  (who  died 

when  three  years  old),  Curtis  and  Molly.  Mr. 
Shaffer  and  his  family  are  Lutheran  members  of 
Zion’s  Church,  Stone  Valley,  and  he  served  four 
years  as  deacon  of  the  congregation.  Politically 
he  is  a Republican. 

Adam  (or  John  Adam)  Dietrich,  Mr.  Shaffer’s 
greaJ-grandfather  on  the  maternal  side,  was  a pi- 
oneer in  the  IMahantango  Valley  in  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  where  he  took  up  a large  tract  of 
land  by  u'arrant  from  the  Commonwealth  and  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  was  the  first  to  settle  on  what 
is  now  the  farm  of  the  aged  Elias  F>ingaman,  in 
-Lower  Mahanoy  township,  and  there  he  died  about 
_1830;  he  is  buried  at  Stone  Valley  Church.  His 
children  were  too  young  to  do  such  heavy  work 
as  plowing  when  he  died,  and  his  wife  performed- 
the  work  herself  until  they  were  old  enough  to 
help.  Where  this  pioneer  'was  born  is  not  known. 
According  to  family  tradition  he  was  a Catholic, 
but_(William  J.  Dietrich,  secretary  of  the  Deitrich 
Famny_  As.sociation,  questions  this.  His  ^vife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Shaffer,  died  in  1848. 
They  had  children  as  follows:  Solomon,  who  set- 
tled in  Iowa,  where  he  died ; Simon,  who  lived  and 
died  at  Elizabetln  ille.  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa. ; Leon- 
ard, an  invalid,  who  died  unmarried  and  is  buried 
at  the  Stone  AYlley  Church;  Michael,  who  lived 
in  Xorthumberland  county  and  is  buried  at  Stone 
Valley  Church  (he  married  and  had  chihlren)  ; 
Florin ; and  Eve,  who  moved  away  from  the  county 
when  a young  woman,  and  who  imtrried  well. 

Florijft.J)ietrich,  son  of  Adam,  was  born  in  Low- 
er Mahanoy  township.  He  lived  on  what  is  now 
the  Elias  Bingaman  farm,  where  he  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  some  years,  until  the  forties, 
when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Fulton  county, 
Ind.  He  owned  a largo  tract  of  land  there  which 
He 'sold  after  some  years,  moving  into  the  town 
of  Kewanna,  Fulton  county,  where  he  died  in  18G6. 
He  is  buried  there.  His  wife,  Sophia  (Haupt), 


was  from  the  vicinity  of  ^lahanoy  Church.  North- 
umberland county,  and  died  alK)ut  1SG5,  at  the  age 
of  about  seventy-five.  The  following  children  were 
born  to  this  couple : Solomon,  who  died  in  In- 

diana; Conrad;  John,  who  died  in  Indiana,  un- 
married; Elias,  who  went  to  serve  in  the  Civil  war 
and  died  while  on  his  way  home  at  the  close  of  his 
service;  Salome,  wife  of  Jacol)  Stepp;  Catharine, 
wife  of  George  Snyder ; Susan,  wife  of  Richard 
Sudden;  Polly,  wife  of  Andrew'  Jackson,  of  Indi- 
ana ; Annie,  wife  of  Isaac  Kneiss,  of  Xorthumber- 
land county  (he  is  deceased)  ; Mayv.  wife  of  Sam- 
uel Hutkins;  and  Rebecca,  who  married  Henry  H. 
Shaffer. 

AUGUSTUS  F.  WAGXER,  late  of  Shamokin, 
was  a native  of  Little  Mahanoy  township,  Xorth- 
umberland county,  born  Jan.  11,  1849.  His  fa- 
ther, Samuel  Wagner,  was  a tailor,  and  followed 
his  trade  in  Little  Mahanoy  township,  where  he 
also  owned  a small  farm.  He  died  there,  and  is 
buried  at  Hunter  station,  in  that  tow'nship,  as  is 
also  his  wife,  Catharine  (Ferster).  They  were  the 
parents  of  a large  family,  viz.;  Harry;  Moses; 
LeA ; Isa'ac ; George ; Durella ; Augustus  F. ; 
Rebecca,  wife  of  Samuel  Fees;  Juda,  wife  of 
Jacob  Goss  ; Annie,  wife  of  Benjamin  Zortman ; 
Mary,  wife  of  Henry  Durk. 

Augustus  F.  Wagner  was  reared  in  his  native 
township,  and  in  his  young  manliood  learned  mill- 
ing, which  trade  he  followed  for  three  years.  In 
1873  he  came  to  Shamokin,  where  for  aliout  a 
year  he  was  engaged  at  day  labor,  his  next  work 
being  at  the  coal  breakers,  where  he  was  emplo}'od 
for  six  v’ears.  After  that  he  was  a miner  at  the 
Burnside  colliery  until,  on  Dec.  2'2,  1889,  he  met 
with  file  accident  which  caused  his  death  a few 
weeks  later,  Jan.  8,  1890.  He  was  buried  in  the 
Shamokin  cemetery.  Mr.  Wagner  was  a good  hus- 
band and  father,  an  industrious  and  reliable  work- 
man, and  had  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church  and  of  the 
Sunday  school,  and  socially  united  with  Camp  Xo. 
149,  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  In  politics  he  was  a Republi- 
can. J. 

On  April  4,  1870,  Mr.  Wagner  married  Laenda 
Ferster,  daughter  of  Peter  and  iMary  (Swenhart) 
Ferster,  of  Little  Mahanoy  township,  and  she  sur- 
vives him,  living  in  the  old  home  at  Xo.  139  South 
Third  street,  Shamokin,  where  they  first  settled  on 
coming  to  the  borough.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  their  union;  Katie  died  young;  Charles  E.  died 
young;  Samuel  A.,  who  holds  a jiosition  in  the 
hosiery  mills  at  Shamokin,  married  Mabel  Metz, 
daughter  of  Jonas  H.  Metz,  and  they  have  five  cb.il- 
dren,  Clarence  A.,  Charles  T.,  Sarali  L.,  David  II. 
and  iMildred  Frances;  John  J.  died  young;  Wil- 
liam L.,  of  Collinsville,  Pa.,  married  Annie  Kictil, 
and  their  children  are  iMargaret,.  William  iM..  Ed- 
gar A.  and  Robert;  Prof.  Thomas  J.  is  a graduate 
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of  the  Shamokiii  high  si.-hnol  and  of  Fraiiklin  and 
Marshall  College,  Lancaster,  class  of  191 U ; Clar- 
ence A.,  of  St.  Clair,  Pa.,  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  I’aihyay  Company,  married  Frances 
Thomas,  of  Wilkes-Barre;  George  W.  died  young. 

WFEST.  Tlie  Wiest  family  of  the  southern  sec- 
tion of  Xorthumherland  county  had  its  origin  in 
Berks  county,  Pa.,  where  one  Jacob  Wiest  settled 
about  1758,  in  Oley  township.  The  following  year 
(1759),  when  the  fir^t  tax  was  collected,  he  paid 
a federal  tax  of  four  pounds  sterling,  $10. GJ  (the 
Pennsylvania  pound  being  reckoned  at  $2.G6).  In 
1759  his  son  Jacob,  Jr.  was  assessed  among  the 
■‘‘single  men.” 

According  to  tradition  the  Jacob  Wiest  (1775- 
1811)  who  founded  the  family  in  Xorthumherland 
county — settling  in  that  section  of  Mahanoy  town- 
ship now  embraced  in  Jordan  township — was  in  the 
third  generation  from  (that  is,  a grandson  of)  the 
Jacob  who  settled  in  Oley  township  in  1758  and  the 
third  in  direct  line  to  bear  the  name  of  Jacob, 
which  has  always  been  a favorite  family  name, 
there  being  a fourth  and  fifth  Jacob  in  this  line. 
The  family  has  become  a numerous  one  in  Xorth- 
umberland  county  and  its  representatives  are  found 
in  various  vocations. 

Jacob  Wiest,  born  Jan.  5,  1775,  in  Oley  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  died  Aug.  11,  1811.  He 
came  to  Xorthumherland  county  with  his  fam- 
ily from  AYllow  House,  Berks  county.  He  mar- 
ried Barbara  Fick,  born  Jan.  29,  1774,  who  long 
survived  him,  dying  Sept.  11,  1855.  She  married 
for  her  second  husband  Michael  Sallende.  To  Jacob 
and  Barbara  (Fick)  Wiest  were  born  six  children: 
(1)  John  is  mentioned  below.  (2)  Samuel,  born 
Aug.  21,  1795,  died  Jan.  3,  1867.  He  was  a 
butcher  by  occupation.  He  married  Eve  Klinger, 
born  Jan.  16,  1794,  died  Jan.  18,  1870,  and  they 
had  children  as  follows:  John  (known  as  “Oley 
John”)  married  Lucy  Eeisel,  was  a farmer  and 
lived'  in  Jordan  township  (he  went  to  California 
to  hunt  for  gold)  : Jacob  K.  is  mentioned  below; 
Hannah  married  Isaac  Eothermel ; Jestina  ( 1828- 
1872)  married  William  W.  Shartle;  Polly  married 
Peter  Eebuck ; Catharine  married  Samuel  Clark ; 
Barbara  married  Daniel  Snyder.  (3)  Jacob  is 
mentioned  below.  (4)  Daniel,  who  lived  at  Sac- 
ramento, Pa.,  had  children:  George,  Edward.  John 
and  Philip;  (5)  IMary  married  Joseph  Tobias. 
(6)  Catharine  married  Peter  Klinger. 

John  Wiest,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  at  Klingers- 
town  Feb.  14,  1794,  and  died  Oct.  10,  1881.  He 
was  a very  substantial  business  man  and  became 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  his  section,  being  a 
merchant  at  Klingerstown  for  many  years.  He 
married  Catharine  Merkel  (born  Feb.  26,  1795, 
died  May '2,  1858  )and  they  had  children  as  hol- 
lows: Moses,  Daniel,  Samuel.  Tobias  M.,  Jacob, 
Hannah  (married  William  Deibert),  Barbara 


(married  J)a\id  Klinger),  Sarah  (married  Wil- 
liam Strolieeker),  Polly  (married  George  Shartle) 
and  IMrs.  Harry  Holfa. 

Tobias  M.  Wiest,  son  of  John  and  grandson  of 
Jacob,  was  born  March  3,  1829,  at  Klingerstown, 
Schuylkill  county,  and  was  engaged  as  a merchant 
tliere  throughout  his  active  life,  succeeding  his 
father  in  the  business.  He  also  conducted  a gen- 
eral store  at  Gratz,  Daupliiu  county,  owned  laiul  in 
that  village,  and  also  owned  several  fanns.  He 
served  as  postmaster  at  Klingerstown,  and,  all  in 
all,  was  a man  of  prominence  and  considerable  iii- 
tluence  in  his  day.  He  died  April  25,  1885,  and  is 
buried  at  Klingers  Church,  where  many  members 
of  this  family  are  interred.  Tobias  M.  Wiest  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Baum,  bore  him  three  children : Preston, 

who  is  a resident  of  Harrisburg;  Victor,  of  Kling- 
erstown; and  Emma,  married  to  John  Connon,  a 
retired  resident  of  Venango  county.  Pa.  His  sec- 
ond marriage  was  to  IMary  Trautman,  who  sur- 
vives him,  now  making  her  home  with  her  only 
child,  Carlos. 

Carlos  Wiest,  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  “Ho- 
tel Wiest,”  the  leading  hotel  of  Herrfdon,  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  was  born  Dec.  2,  1874,  at 
Klingerstown,  Schuylkill  county,  son  of  Tobias  M. 
and  Mary  (Trautman)  Wiest.  He  was  reared  at 
his  native  place,  and  at  an  early  age  began  to  as- 
sist his  father  as  clerk  in  the  general  store.  He 
was  quite  young,  however,  when  his  father  died. 
In  1896  he  purchased  what  was  then  known  as  the 
“Union  House”  at  Herndon,  and  he  still  carries 
on  the  business,  though  the  hotel  is  now  known  as 
the  “Hotel  Wiest.”  The  property  has  been  greatly 
improved  during  Mr.  Wiest's  ownership,  and  he 
has  also  enlarged  the  hotel,  which  is  now  one  of 
the  leading  hostelries  in  the  Susquehanna  valley. 
There  are  twenty-two  rooms,  provided  witli  steam 
heat  and  every  modern  convenience,  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  hotel  Mr.  Wiest  carries  on  a lirst- 
class  livery  establishment. 

Mr.  Wiest  is  well  known  among  the  fraternities, 
belonging  to  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  lodge  at  Herndon  and 
to  various  Masonic  bodies — Kvfayette  Lodge.  Xo. 
194,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Selinsgrove,  Williamsport 
Lodge  of  Perfection,  the  Consistory,  and  Eajah 
Temple,  A.  A.  0.  X.  M.  S.  He  lives  with  his 
mother. 


Jacob  Wiest.  third  son  of  the  Jacob  Wiest  who 
founded  the  familv  in  Xorthumberland  county, 
was  horn  at  Unioutown  June  11.  1797.  and  died 
iMarch  5,  1857.  He  removed  to  Uniontown  from 
Klingerstown  after  his  marriage,  and  became  one 
of  the  most  sul)stantial  and  (U'ominent  citizems  of 
that  region.  At  the  time  of  his  death  his  estate 
was  valued  at  $36,000 — a large  fortune  for  the 
time  and  place.  He  owned  fully  three  hundred 
acres  of  land,  for  many  years  operated  the  grist- 
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niili  now  owntJ  by  jlr.  Boluior,  in  Uniontown  Gap 
operated  a linseed  oil  mill  and  also  had  an  old-style 
sawmill  about  three  hundred  yards  south  of  the 
oil  mill.  He  built  a barn  near  the  present  mill.  He 
helped  to  build  tbe  Uniontown  Lutheran  and  Ee- 
formed  Church  and  was  one  of  its  leading  mem- 
bers, serving  many  years  as  an  elder.  He  married 
Mary  Tobias,  born  Jan.  '.^8,  1706,  daughter  of 
Jonas  Toluas,  and  she  died  June  23,  1868.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wiest  are  buried  in  the  Uniontown  cem- 
etery at  Pillow.  Phieir  children  were:  Harry, 

Jacob  (mentioned  below),  Eev.  George,  Mary 
(married  John  Bingeman),  Elias  (mentioned  be- 
low), John  (called  “Philadelphia  John’’),  Wil- 
liam, Elizabeth  (married  Dr.  Isaiah  Schminkey) 
and  Daniel  (of  Temple,  or  Yellow  House,  Berks 
county). 

Jacob  Wiest,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Tobias) 
Wiest,  was  l)orn  at  Uniontown,  where  he  was  a mer- 
chant for  many  years,  later  engaging  in  business, 
in  the  same  line,  at  Selinsgrove,  and  afterward  at 
McKees  Half  Falls,  where  he  met  an  accidental 
death  Dec.  27,  1871,  when  he  was  fifty-one  years 
old.  His  first  wife,  Susanna  (Bordner),  was  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Bordner,  of  Berrysburg,  Pa. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiest  are  buried  at  Uniontown.  The 
children  of  this  marriage  were:  Mary  Jane,  who 

married  William  M.  Boyer;  James  M. ; and  Wil- 
liam, who  was  killed  March  17,  1865,  when  twen- 
ty years  old,  near  Fayetteville,  X.  C.  Jacob  Wiest 
married  for  his  second  wife  Catharine  Lark,  by 
whom  he  had  three  children,  all  of  whom  died 
small.  His  third  marriage  was  to  Sarah  Xace,  and 
to  them  were  born  five  children:  Eev.  Edward 

(of  York,  Pa.),  Cora,  Frederick,  Jonathan  (who 
died  in  infancy)  and  Jacob  (who  died  aged  sev- 
enteen years). 

James  M.  Wiest,  son  of  Jacob  and  Susanna 
Wiest,  was  born  in  Uniontown,  Pa.,  Dec.  25.  1813. 
His  early  education  was  received  in  the  local  pub- 
lic schools,  and  later  he  attended  Union  Seminary, 
at  New  Berlin,  in  1856-57,  and  for  one  term  was 
a pupil  at  the  Freeburg  Academy.  Wlu^  a mere 
child  he  began  clerking  in  his  father's  store,  and  he 
also  clerked  in  the  store  of  his  uncle  Elias,  at  Hick- 
ory Corners,  with  whom 'he  lived  for  a number  of 
years,  he  having  been  but  two  years  old  when  his 
mother  died.  When  less  than  eighteen  years  old, 
Oct.  16,  1861,  he  enlisted  for  three  years’  service 
in  the  Civil  war.  At  the  end  of  fourteen  months 
he  fell  ill  of  typhoid  fever  and  had  to  return  home, 
remaining  with  his  father  one  winter.  On  Christ- 
mas Day,  1862,  his  uncle  Elias  lost  all  his  build- 
ings at  Hickory  Corners  by  fire,  the  calamity  being 
a very  grievous  one  for  liim.  ]\[r.  Wiest  then  re- 
joined his  uncle,  rvith  whom  he  continued  for  two 
years.  During  the  winter  of  1864  he  assisted  his 
father  in  butchering  and  in  December,  1864,  he 
was  married.  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  moved  to 
Selinsgroye,  where  he  worked  for  six  years  in  a 


store  of  which  his  father  was  part  owner.  In  1874 
he  moved  with  his  father  to  McKees  Half  Falls,, 
where  he  worked  in  the  store  for  one  year.  It  was 
on  Dec.  27,  1871,  that  his  father  met  his  death,  a 
log  rolling  on  him,  and  after  that  James  M. 
Wiest  and  his  brother-in-law,  William  M.  Boyer,, 
continued  the  business  for  a wliile,  Mr.  Boyer 
eventually  buying  out  the  business,  which  he 
moved  farther  up  the  river.  In  1872  IMi.  Wiest 
began  boating  on  the  Susquehanna  canal,  following 
that  business  for  seven  years.  For  the  next  two 
years  he  rvas  a clerk  in  Bickel’s  store,  at  George- 
town, and  then  moved  to  Vera  Cruz  (Malta), 
where  he  operated  a store  for  the  Farmers’  Alli- 
ance for  a period  of  four  years.  Eetuiming  to  the 
employ  of  his  uncle  Elias,  at  Hickory  Corners,  he- 
worked  for  him  another  three  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  moved  to  Shamokin,  taking  a- 
position  a-s  clerk  etc.  with  E.  S.  Aucker,  looking 
after  his  real  estate  and  rents  for  eighteen  years. 
In  the  spring  of  1307  he  located  at  Dalmatia, 
where  he  had  a desirable  home  on  the  principal 
street,  and  there  he  has  since  lived,  enjoying  all 
the  comforts  of  his  life  in  his  retirement.  lie  owns 
twenty-nine  acres  of  land  near  the  towm  and  rents 
it  out  on  shares.  Fie  served  as  constable  of  Lower 
Mahanoy  township,  and  has  been  always  classed 
among  the  useful,  intelligent  citizens  of  his  com- 
munity, held  in  higli  esteem  by  all  who  know  him.. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  in  religion  a member 
of  the  Eeformed  denomination,  he  and  his  family 
belonging  to  the  Eeformed  congregation  at  the- 
Dalmatia  Church. 

On  Dec.  11,  1864,  Mr.  Wiest  married  Elmira 
Wald,  daughter  of  David  and  Eebecca  (Fegley) 
Wald,  of  Montgomery  county.  Pa.,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Solomon  and  Christine  ( Underkoftler) 
Wald ; Mrs.  Solomon  Wald  died  March  3,  1871,. 
just  a few  days 'before  completing  her  ninetietli 
year.  Five  children  were  born  to  David  and  Ee- 
becca Wald,  namely:  William,  Elmira,  Joshua, 

Lizzie  and  David.  Mr.  Wald  by  his  first  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Harner,  had  one  son,  Au- 
gustus, who  died  at  Herndon  and  is  buried  at  Dal- 
matia; he  left  two  children,  Clara  and  Annie. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiest  had  seven  children:  (1) 

Wilmer  W.,  a railroader,  died  aged  forty-five  years 
and  is  buried  at  Shamokin.  He  left  a wife,  Ellen 
(Spotts),  and  one  daughter,  Clara.  (2)  Charles 
H.  is  mentioned  below.  (3)  John  Augustus  died 
aged  seventeen  years  and  is  buried  at  Dalmatia. 
(4)  Benton  FL.  a carpenter,  lives  at  Shamokin. 
Fie  married  Katie  Kulp  and  they  have  children, 
Catharine  and  Allen.  (5)  Mary  E.  married  ^lil- 
ton  E.  Keeler,  who  is  purchasing  agent  for  the 
Kingston  Coal  Company,  and  their  home  is  at 
Kingston,  Pa.  They  have  one  child.  Frances  Euth. 
(6)  Selin  FI.,  baggage  master  for  the  Pennsylvania 
Eailroad  Company  at  Shamokin,  lives  in  that  bor- 
ough. He  is  unmarried.  (7)  Annie  L.  married 
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Tlioiiias  Spears,  an  employee  of  the  Penirsj'lvania 
Railroad  Company,  and  they  live  at  Shamokin. 
They  have  had  two  children,  hhmira  and  Vivian, 
twins. 

Charle*s  IL  Wiest,  son  of  James  M.  Wiest,  was 
born  July  20,  18G7,  at  Selinsgrove,  Pa.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools.  After 
working  on  the  farm  in  Lower  i\Iahanoy  township 
for  five  years  he  began  learning  the  carpenter's 
trade  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  ttiat  has  since  been 
his  vocation.  For  some  years  he  worked  in  Sha- 
mokin and  Philadelphia,  in  1907  locating  in  Sun- 
bury  and  becoming  a member  of  the  contracting 
firm  of  C.  H.  Brosius  & Co.,  contractors  and  build- 
ers. There  was  another  member  of  the  firm,  F.  R. 
Yeager,  who  withdrew  one  vear  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  firm.  C.  H.  Brosius  & Co.  enjoy  a 
fine  reputation  for  high-grade  work,  and  as  the 
work  demands  employ  as  many  as  forty-five  men. 
Among  the  buildings  of  their  construction  are  the 
W.  A.  Shipman  residence  on  Market  street ; the 
Sunbury  Daily  printing  office ; the  No.  3 Lythia 
Springs  school  building  in  Point  township,  where 
they  also  remodeled  the  No.  2 building;  the  Cat- 
awissa  avenue  M.  E.  Church,  which  they  erected 
in  1910;  and  man}-  other  business  buildings,  resi- 
dences and  schoolhouses.  iMr.  AYiest  is  a member 
of  Local  No.  37,  Carpenters’  & Joiners’  LTnion,  of 
Shamokin,  and  socially  belongs  to  Shamokin 
Camp,  No.  72,  Sons  of  Veterans,  and  Camp  No. 
30,  P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  of  Shamokin.  He  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Refonned  Church.  In 
1893  he  married  Ida  Witmer,  daughter  of  Eph- 
raim Witmer,  of  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  and 
they  have  had  four  children:  Stella  May,  Alvin 

Monroe,  Madeline  Elmira  and  a son  that  died  in 
infancy. 


Elias  Wiest,  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Tobias) 
Wiest,  was  born  May  8,  1825.  in  IJniontown,  Pa., 
and  died  July  29,  1890.  He  lived  at  Hickory 
Comers,  where  he  conducted  the  store,  hotel  and 
farm,  his  establishment  being  the  nucleus  in  which 
all  the  life  of  the  place  centered.  He  built  up  this 
village  during  the  forties,  and  it  thrived  irntil  on 
Christmas  Day,  1862,  tlie  store,  hotel,  a private 
dwelling,  sheds,  etc.,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  the 
loss  being  very  heavy.  Mr.  Wiest  at  once  under- 
took the  rebuilding  of  the  place,  which  to  this  day 
has  continued  to  be  a business  center.  He  was  a 
thorough  business  man,  influential  because  of  his 
high  character  as  much  as  on  account  of  his  suc- 
cess, and  though  the  Baker  silver  mine  affair,  in 
Colorado,  caused  him  heavy  financial  loss  through 
the  assistance  he  gave  to  others,  he  was  a leading 
man  in  his  community  to  the  end  of  his  days. 
He  was  in  active  business  pursuits  until  his  death. 
He  ran  a huckster  team  to  Pottsville,  hauling  con- 
siderable produce  to  that  citv.  As  a branch  of  his 
establishment  at  Hickorv  Corners  he  owned  and 
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operaled  the  store  at  A'era  Cruz.  He  owned  a 
farm  at  Hickory  Corners,  now  the  property  of  his 
son-in-law,  Jonatlian  Spotts,  and  in  the  same 
neighborhood  had  another  tract,  of  thirty-eight 
acres.  He  was  the  first  postmaster  at  Hickory 
Corners,  and  was  retained  in  that  office  until  his 
death.  In  one  winter  he  killed  one  thousand  sheep, 
which  he  sold  at  Pottsville,  besides  many  hogs  and 
cattle.  For  business  enterprise  he  held  the  rec- 
ords in  liis  vicinity.  Though  a busy  man  he  found 
time  for  activity  in  the  work  of  the  local  church, 
he  and  his  family  being  Reformed  members  of 
Zion's  (Stone  Valley)  Church,  where  he  took  par- 
ticular interest  in  the  Sunday  school,  being  a teach- 
er for  many  years  and  superintendent  for  some 
years.  His  wife,  Catharine  (Bingaman),  born 
April  15,  1828,  daughter  of  Adam  Bingaman,  sur- 
vived him,  dying  Aug.  18,  1899.  They  had  a fam- 
ily of  six  children ; Emma  J.,  who  is  the  widow 
of  Aaron  iMattis ; John,  deceased ; Mary,  wife  of 
D.  J.  Keen;  Frederick  M. ; Jacob  A.,  deceased ; and 
Henrietta,  wife  of  Jonathan  Spotts. 

Frederick  IH.  Wiest,  son  of  Elias,  was  born  Jan. 
7,  1854,  at  Hickory  Corners,  where  he  spent  his 
youth  and  received  his  education.  For  a time  he 
was  employed  in  sawmills  in  Lycoming  county  and 
then  in  the  lumber  regions  of  Lycoming  and  Potter 
counties,  still  later  being  at  Peale,  where  he  drove 
a mercantile  team  for  the  McEntire  Coal  Com- 
pany. In  1887  he  returned  to  Hickory  Corners, 
where  he  lived  until  1889.  That  year  he  moved 
to  his  present  home,  owning  a tract  of  ninety-five 
acres  in  Lower  IMahauoy  township  which  was  for- 
merly the  Dohney  homestead  and  later  owned  by 
Jacob  Peifer,  who  sold  it  to  William  Bingaman 
(uncle  of  Frederick  M.  Wiest)  ; he  sold  it  to  Levi 
Kauffman,  from  whom  l\Ir.  Wiest  accpiired  it.  He 
has  made  many  improvements  upon  the  place, 
changing  the  buildings,  fertilizing  the  ground,  and 
in  many  ways  adding  to  the  ^ alue  of  the  property, 
which  bears  evidence  of  his  thrifty  care  and  man- 
agement. In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has 
held  various  local  offices. 

In  July,  1876,  Mr.  Wiest  married  Sarah  Spotts, 
daughter  of  Michael  Spotts,  and  they  have  had 
nine  children:  William  TL,  now  of  Millersburg. 

Pa.;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  John  Witmer;  Frederick 
M.,  of  Hampton  Roads,  Affi. ; Geora'e,  of  Alillers- 
burg.  Pa.  ; Daniel  W. ; Alichael  A. ; John  E. ; Laura 
C.,  and  Sarah  E.  Air.  Wiest  and  his  familv  belong 
to  the  Reformed  congregation  at  Zion's  (Stone 
A’alley)  Church. 

Jacob  A.  Wiest,  son  of  Elias,  was  horn  in  Lower 
Alahanoy  township,  and  became  a traveling  sales- 
man for  Aliller,  Bain.  Beyer  A'  Co.,  wliolesalc  dry 
goods  and  notion  dealers,  of  Alarkct  and  Filbert 
streets,  Philadelphia.  He  was  thus  engaged  for 
about  twentv-eigld,  years,  his  territory  being  in 
central  Pennsylvania  and  including  the  counties 
of  Schuylkill.  I)auphin,  Northumberland,  Center. 
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Enyder,  Perry  and  Juniata.  He  had  a fine  farm 
of  seventy-seven  acres  in  Pepper  Paxton  township, 
Daupliin  county,  upon  which  he  made  his  home  for 
four  years,  oqIv  superintending  its  cultivation, 
which  liis  son  Harry  looked  after.  For  thirteen 
years  his  home  was  at  Dalmatia,  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Millershurg,  where  he  had  resided  al)Out 
five  years  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  died  while 
undergoing  an  operation  at  Philadelphia,  X"ov.  IT, 
1905,  at  tlie  age  of  forty-nine  years,  nine  months, 
twelve  days,  and  is  buried  at  Zion’s  Stone  Val- 
ley Church,  in  Lower  ]\[ahanoy  township.  i\Ir. 
Wiest  was  an  active  member  of  and  worker  in  the 
Keformed  Church,  and  just  before  his  death  had 
been  instrumental  in  having  the  Millershurg  Re- 
formed Church  frescoed;  one  of  his  last  acts  was 
to  collect  the  money  to  pay  the  expense  of  fresco- 
ing. He  was  always  a liberal  contributor  to  the 
support  of  churches  and  religious  enterprises.  Mr. 
IViest  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mary  J.  (Snyder), 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Polly  (Messner)  Snyder, 
and  she  makes  her  home  at  Millershurg.  They  had 
one  child,  Harry,  who  was  born  Sept.  30,  1876, 
at  Bridgeport,  in  Lower  Malianoy  township,  X'orth- 
umberland  county. 

Harry  Wiest  received  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools,  attending  at  Dalmatia  and  Millers- 
burg  and  later  taking  a course  in  the  business 
college  at  Collegeville,  Pa.  In  the  spring  of  1895 
he  began  farming,  and  he  has  been  working  on  his 
own  account  since  1809,  his  place  showing  the  re- 
sults of  good  management  and  intelligent  cultiva- 
tion. . It  is  a very  desirable  property,  lying  along 
the  north  side  of  the  Mahantango  creek.  It  was 
once  the  David  Lantz  homestead.  Mr.  Wiest  is  a 
progressive  and  industrious  farmer,  and  he  is  ob- 
taining excellent  results  from  his  work.  In  1898 
he  married  Annie  M.  Ossman,  daughter  of  Andrew 
and  Sallie  (Xegley)  Ossman.  of  the  Lykens  Val- 
ley, and  they  have  one  child,  John  Elias.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  Church;  Mr.  Wiest  was 
a Sunday  school  teacher  for  some  years,  and  served 
for  a time  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school 
at  Malta. 


Jacob  I\.  Wiest,  son  of  Samuel  and  grandson  of 
Jacob,  was  born  Jan.  14,  18'H,  in  Jordan  town- 
ship, Xorthundierland  county,  and  died  April  '10, 
' 1877.  He  was  a farmer  in  Jordan  township,  own- 
ing a tract  of  l'?0  acres,  and  during  the  winter 
time  following  butchering  and  selling  meat.  He 
was  also  engaged  in  droving,  and  in  buying  and 
selling  cattle,  to  some  extent.  For  eight  years  be- 
fore his  death  he  lived  retired,  making  his  home 
in  LTniontown,  where  he  owtied  a house  and  where 
he  died.  He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Trautman). 
daughter  of  Peter  Trautman  (whose  wife's  name 
was  Potteiger),  are  buried  at  Klingers  Church.: 
she  was  struck  deail  l)v  lightning,  while  walking 


through  tlie  kitiheii.  Their  children  were:  Harry, 
John  T.,  Amelia  (married  Reuben  Shade),  Frank, 
Samuel,  E.  T.,  Catharine  (married  Edward  Wit- 
mer,  of  Allento^rn,  Pa.),  Monroe  (of  Allentown, 
Pa.),  Jacob  (deceased),  Preston  and  William. 

Joiix  T.  'WTe.sx,  son  of  Jacob  K.,  has  long  been 
a substantial  citizen  of  Jordan  township,  Xortii- 
umberland  county.  His  present  home  is  at  Helie. 
He  was  l)orn  in  the  township  Oct.  4,  1846,  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  and  worked  for  his  parents 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  For  about  five 
years  following  he  worked  at  Klingerstown  in  the 
employ  of  Jacob  M.  and  Tobias  M.  Wiest,  mer- 
chants at  that  place,  driving  their  huckster  team  to 
Pottsville  as  ot'ten  as  twice  a week.  From  KUng- 
erstown  Mr.  Wiest  moved  to  Hebe,  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  where  he  lived  for  six  years,  engaged 
in  cattle  droving,  and  then  settled  on  his  father's 
farm  of  120  acres  near  that  place,  which  he  bought. 
After  a year’s  ownership  of  that  property,  however, 
he  sold  it  at  a profit  to  John  Trautman,  and  moved 
to  another  place  in  Jordan  townshij),  which  he 
bought,  consisting  of  seventy  acres  near  Union- 
town.  He  cultivated  this  place  for  seventeen  years, 
at  the  end  of  that  time  moving  back  to  Hebe,  where 
he  owned  a house  and  where  he  remained  for 
three  years  before  moving  to  the  farm  he  has  since 
occupied.  This  place  is  also  close  to  Hebe,  and 
consists  of  125  acres,  which  he  and  his  son  Irwin 
owned  for  a time  in  partnership,  IMr.  Wiest  finally 
purchasing  his  son's  interest.  This  was  at  one 
time  the  Henry  Bowman  homestead.  It  is  a fine 
piece  of  property,  fertile  and  well  located,  and 
Mr.  Wiest  has  cultivated  it  profitably  f<«’  a num- 
ber of  years.  He  built  the  present  barn  on  the 
place  in  the  nineties.  , He  is  an  industrious  man 
and  an  excellent  manager,  and  his  fellow  citizens 
have  so  approved  of  his  integrity  and  ability  that 
they  have  chosen  him  to  serve  in  several  public 
offices.  He  was  treasurer  of  Jordan  township  for 
eight  years,  school  director  seven  years  and  super- 
visor one  year.  He  has  also  been  prominent  in 
church  affairs  as  trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  Hebe 
Church  known  as  David's  Church,  of  which  he  and 
his  family  are  Reformed  members.  He  has  also 
served  the  church  as  deacon  and  elder,  having  been 
one  of  its  prominent  workers  for  years. 

In  1867  Dir.  Wiest  married  Catharine  Heim, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Catharine  (Battorf) 
Heim,  of  Washington  townshij),  X'orthumherland 
county,  horn  Feb.  24,  1848;  Mrs.  Wiest  died  Oct. 
12,  1908.  and  is  buried  in  the  Wiest  family  plot 
at  Hehe.  where  a fine  monument  marks  her  grave. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiest  were  l)orn  four  children: 
Irwin  H..  mentioned  below:  X^olan  IF:  Catharine, 
who  married  Maurice  Brosius  and  they  are  farm- 
ing people  in  Jordan  township  (their  children  are 
Mabel,  Carlos,  Frederick,  Harold  and  John)  ; and 
John  E.,  who  died  w hen  four  years,  four  months 
old. 
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Irwix  H.  Wi:;st,  son  ut  .lolm  T.,  was  born  Oct. 
■21,  1868,  in  Jordan  townsliip,  where  he  was  reared 
to  farniing,  working  for  his  fatlier  until  he  was 
nineteen  years  old.  He  was  married  at  that  time, 
nnd  then  worked  a year  for  his  father-in-law,  Si- 
mon Trautman,  in  the  spring  of  1800  commenc- 
ing to  farm  on  his  own  account,  in  Lower  Mahanoy 
township,  where  he  rented  for  a year.  He  tlien 
lived  at  Hebe  for  some  years,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1907  moved  onto  his  own  place,  121  acres  in  Jor- 
dan township  which  was  formerly  the  Henry  Miller 
homestead.  This  farm  lies  along  the  road  from 
Dalmatia  to  Klingerstown.  Mr.  Micst  is  an  intel- 
ligent and  ambitious  farmer,  and  is  doing  well. 

On  Feb.  2.5,  1888,  Mr.  Wiest  married  Elizabeth 
Trautman,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Sarah 
(Schadel)  Trautman,  and  they  have  had  three  chil- 
dren, Maud,  Carrie  (who  died  in  her  fifteenth 
year)  and  Xora.  The  family  attend  the  Hebe 
Church,  of  which  he  is  a Keformed  member,  iMrs. 
IViest  belonging  to  the  Lutheran  congregation. 
Mr.  IViest  is  a Democrat  in  political  faitli. 

E.  T.  Wiest,  son  of  Jacob  K.  IViest,  was  born 
Feb.  18,  1851,  and  was  reared  upon  the  farm, 
working  at  home  until  he  was  grown.  When  quite 
young  he  learned  the  l)utcher’s  trade,  which  he 
followed  at  Pillow  for  fully  twenty  years,  for  some 
years  being  associated  with  his  brother  Frank  in 
that  business.  They  killed  as  many  as  twenty  head 
of  cattle  weekly.  i\Ir.  E.  T.  Wiest  then  conducted 
the  hotel  at  Uniontown  (Pillow)  for  four  years, 
after  which  lie  was  at  Dalmatia  for  one  year,  in 
the  same  line.  He  next  engaged  in  the  mercan- 
tile business  at  IViconisco,  in  Dauphin  county, 
where  he  remained  two  years.  After  living  for 
several  years  at  Pillow  he  again  embarked  in  the 
hotel  business,  at  Hickory  Corners,  where  he  has 
conducted  the  “Keystone  Hotel''  since  1907.  Mr. 
IViest  is  very  well  known,  as  he  has  a particularly 
■fine  reputation  for  the  good  table  he  sets,  and  Dr. 
Emerick's  numerous  patients  usually  patronize  his 
table  when  they  come  to  town. 

On  March  28,  1880,  iMr.  Wiest  married  Edith 
Mus  ser,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Annetta  (Xoblet) 
Musser,  of  Millersburg.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  IViest  have 
three  children : Lizzie  married  Lane  Eeeser  and 

they  live  at  IViconisco ; Stella  May  is  unmarried 
and  lives  at  home;  Edward  H.,  l)orn  Sept.  IS. 
1889,  married  Beulah  Harris,  daughter  of  lYalter 
and  Lucy  A.  (Schaffer)  Harris.  Mr.  Wiest  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Reformed  congre- 
gation of  Zion's  Stone  Talley  Church.  On  polit- 
ical questions  he  is  a Democrat. 

LEXTZ.  Andrew  Lentz,  proprietor  of  the 
“Tan  Kirk  House'’  at  Xorthumberland,  and  John 
H.  Lentz,  farmer  of  Rockefeller  township,  are 
sons  of  the  late  John  Lentz,  of  Rockefeller  town- 
■ship,  and  grandsons  of  Jesse  Lentz.  The  latter 
was  a native  of  Dauphin  county,  lising  at  Halifax, 


that  county,  where  he  owned  pr.q)crty  and  followed 
farming.  Among  his  children  were;  Abbie.  who 
married  Jacob  Harris  (deceased),  of  Richfiehl, 
Juniata  Co.,  Pa.,  and  now  lives  with  her  daughter 
at  Fremont,  Pa. ; Pollv,  who  married  Hiram  Fun- 
tius  (they  live  in  Elkhart,  Ind. );  and  John. 

John  Lentz,  son  of  Jesse,  was  born  in  1834  at 
Halifax,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was  reared  to  farm 
work,  which  he  followed  all  his  life.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  Halifax  and  farmed  there  for  some  years 
before  his  removal  to  Rockefeller  township,  X’orth- 
umberland  county,  purchasing  the  farm  in  that 
township  now  owned  In'  his  son  John  H.  Lentz. 
It  comprises  seventy-eight  acres,  upon  which  he 
built  .the  j)resent  barn  in  the  sixties,  and  there  he 
farmed  until  his  death,  which  occurred  iMarch  16, 
1899.  He  is  Imried  at  the  Cross  Road  Church, 
as  it  is  popularly  known,  the  Emanuel  Evangeli- 
cal liUtheran  Church,  of  which  he  was  a member; 
he  served  in  the  church  council.  He  was  a pro- 
gressive man,  and  interested  in  the  Augusta  Mutual 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  was  treas- 
urer. Politically  he  was  a Republican. 

Mr.  Lentz  married  Louisa  Shade,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows;  Julia  died  young;  Senora  mar- 
ried Lewis  Hetrich ; Andrew  is  mentioned  below ; 
Polly  married  lYilliam  Eady,  of  Shamokin;  Se- 
villa married  Ceorge  Eckman ; David  died  young; 
John  H.  is  mentioned  below;  Permelia  married 
Ceorge  Miller;  Emma  died  young;  Charles  R.  is 
a resident  of  Herndon,  this  county ; Stella  died 
young;  Bessie  married  George  Rebuck. 

Axdukw  Lkxtz,  son  of  John  Lentz,  was  born 
Aug.  9,  1864,  in  Lower  Augusta  (now  Rockefeller) 
township,  this  county,  and  was  there  reared.  He 
followed  farming  until  twenty-tive  years  old,  after 
which  for  five  years  he  was  in  Sunbury.  Return- 
ing to  his  farm  of  120  acres  in  llockefeller  town- 
ship. he  cultivated  it  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of 
that  period  going  back  to  Sunbury,  where  he  c-on- 
ducted  a hotel,  at  the  same  time  engaging  in  the 
lumber  business.  For  six  years  he  was  thus  occu- 
pied, in  X’ovember,  1908,  purchasing  the  stock, 
good  will  and  fixtures  of  the  “Tan  Kirk  House,'’ 
the  leading  hotel  in  Xorthumberland  borough, 
from  George  Hancock.  He  has  since  carried  on 
this  hotel,  which  has  thirty  rooms,  and  the  steady 
[latronage — old  and  new — indicates  that  he  has  im- 
[iroved  every  opportunity  and  kept  it  up  to  stand- 
ard. Mr.  Lentz  is  an  able  business  man  and  has 
shown  considerable  executive  ability  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  affairs,  for  besides  looking  after 
his  hotel  business  he  conducts  a farm  of  eighty- 
six  acres  which  he  owns,,  in  Tapper  Augusta  town- 
ship, near  Keefer’s  station,  and  he  is  engaged  in 
trucking  to  some  extent.  He  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  IVolf’s  Cross  Roail  Church  in 
Rockefeller  township,  in  which  iMr.  Lentz  has 
been  an  active  worker,  and  he  contributed  toward 
the  erection  of  the  church,  in  the  welfare  of  which 
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lie  is  deeply  interested.  lie  lias  been  particularly 
concerned  in  the  popularity  and  prosperity  of  the 
Sunday  school.  Socially  he  is  a member  of  Lodge 
No.  167,  B.  P.  0.  Elks,  of  Sunbury,  the  Protected 
Home  Circle  and  the  Conclave,  both  also  of  Sun- 
bury. 

In  December,  1889,  ^Ir.  Lentz  married  Laura 
Gonser,  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Harriet  (House- 
worth)  Gonser,  of  Suydertown,  Pa.,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Jesse  E.,  who  assists  his  father  with 
his  business  affairs. 

John'  H.  Lentz,  son  of  John  Lentz,  was  born 
Feb.  10,  1872,  in  Rockefeller  township,  on  the 
homestead  where  he  has  spent  all  but  four  months 
of  his  life.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1900  commenced  on  his  own  account, 
having  purchased  the  place  in  September,  1899. 
It  is  a tract  of  seventy-eight  acres,  and  iMr.  Lentz 
has  made  a number  of  improvements  on  the  prop- 
erty since  it  came  into  his  possession.  He  has 
exceptionally  fine  live  stock.  Much  of  his  produce 
is  sold  at  the  Shaniokin  markets,  which  he  at- 
tends regularly.  Dir.  Lentz  is  a progressive  citi- 
zen, enterprising  in  the  management  of  his  own 
affairs  and  interested  in  movements  which  affect 
the  general  welfare,  and  he  is  vice-president  and 
a director  of  the  Irisli  Valley  & Seven  Points 
Telephone  Company,  in  which  he  is  an  active  spirit. 
He  was  a school  director  of  his  township  for  three 
years,  and  is  a Republican  in  political  matters. 

On  March  8,  1897,  Mr.  Lentz  married  Henri- 
etta Kelly,  daughter  of  George  Kelly,  and  they 
have  three  children : Orpha,  Rachel  and  Myrtle  K. 

FRANKLIN  L.  KEHRES,  of  Rebuck,  is  en- 
gaged as  a merchant, ' hotel-keeper  and  farmer, 
carrying  on  a business  established  by  his  grand- 
father many  years  ago.  He  has  the  leading,  store 
and  hotel  at  the  place.  Mr.  Kehres  was  born  in 
Washington  township,  where  he  has  passed  all  his 
life,  Nov.  .30,  18-17.  son  of  Nathan  E.  and  Cath- 
arine (Hoffman)  Kehres.  He  belongs  to  an  old 
family  of  this  region,  his  father  and  grandfather 
having  lived  in  Y'ashington  township,  and  bears 
a name  which,  in  various  forms,  is  now  numer- 
ously represented  in  Penn.sylvania.  The  original 
form  was  Gehres,  and  the  branches  of  the  family 
found  in  Berks  and  Schuylkill  counties,  and  in 
the  Shamokin  region,  .«till  retain  that  spelling  or 
the  variation  Gehris;  William  Kehres,  grandfather 
of  Franklin  L.  Kehres,  made  the  change  from 
“G”  to  ‘^Tv”  which  has  been  followed  by  his 
posterity. 

John  Gehres.  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  this  fam- 
ily, is  said  to  have  come  from  Germany,  and  he 
first  located  in  Berks county.  Pa.,  whence  he  moved 
across  the  Blue  Mountains  into  Schuylkill  county, 
settling  in  the  Deep  Creek  \'alley,  where  he  owned 
land.  He  died  in  18'ffh  and  his  wife,  whose  maid- 
en name  was  Cathanne  Otto,  .'unived  him  over 


fifty  yeans,  dying  in  Ajiril,  1873,  at  the  advanced’ 
age  of  ninety-three.  They  were  of  the  German 
Reformed  faith,  and  are  buried  side  by  side  at 
the  Deep  Creek  Church.  They  had  seven  childreu,^ 
namely  : John  is  mentioned  below  ; William  is  men- 
tioned below;  Betty  married  John  Bressler  and 
they  lived  in  Deep  Creek  Valley;  Sallie  married 
David  Stutzman ; DIaricha  married  Michael  Stutz- 
man,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  war  ; Catharine 
married  a Dir.  Warfel  and  they  lived  in  Deep 
Creek  Valley  (their  son  is  a prominent  minister 
of  the  United  Evangelical  Association)  : Mrs.  Oss- 
man  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the  United 
Evangelical  Association  and  moved  to  Iowa. 

John  Gehres,  son  of  John  and  Catharine  (Otto) 
Gehres,  located  at  the  upper  end  of  the  Deep  Creek 
A^alley  in  Schuylkill  county,  and  was  a farmer  by 
occupation.  After  his  retirement,  being  advanced 
in  years,  he  made  his  home  with  his  children  for 
a number  of  years  before  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1908,  when  he  was  ninety-six  years  old, 
while  he  was  living  with  a married  daughter  in 
Berks  county.  He  was  twice  married,  and  sur- 
vived both  his  wives,  one  of  whom  was  a Reed. 
Among  his  seventeen  children  were : Sarah,  Lo- 
vina,  Carolina, . Lydia,  Emanuel  (of  Upper  Dla- 
haiitango  Valley),  Daniel  (of  Shamokin,  Pa.)  and 
Mr.s.  Haupt  (who  lives  at  Mount  Carmel,  Pa.). 
A number  of  the  posterity  of  this  John  Gehres 
have  lived  in  Berks  and  Lehigh  counties,  some  now 
(1910)  residing  in  Hamburg,  Berks  counry,  and 
one  Milton  Gehris.  who  formerly  taught  .scliool  in 
Berks  county,  now  holds  a responsible  government 
position  at  Washington,  D.  C.  This  Imanch  of  the 
family  adhere  to  the  original  spelling  of  the  name. 

William  Kehres,  son  of  dohn  and  Catharine 
(Otto),  born  April  .7.  1808.  was  but  twehe  years 
old  when  his  father  died.  He  lived  in  Washing- 
ton township,  Northumberland  county,  where  he 
was  active  throughout  a long  life,  in  his  earlier 
manliood  following  farming  exclusively  a.nd  later 
building  the  Kehres  mill,  on  Greenbrier  creek, 
which  he  operated  for  many  years  liesides  follow- 
ing agricultural  pursuits.  This  mill  was  contin- 
ued in  operation  until  about  1893.  His  farm 
consisted  of  about  IGO  acres.  Dir.  Kehres  was  an 
early  settler  at  Rebuck,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
first  merchants,  being  succeeded  as  such  by  his 
son  Nathan.  He  died  DIarch  3,  1891,  and  he 
and  both  bis  wives  arc  buried  at  the  Himmei 
Church.  Dir.  Kehres  first  married.  xDpril  26.  1831, 
Lydia  Erdman.  who  was  born  .July  4.  1812,  and 
died  Sept.  14,  1834.  Tluw  had  four  children: 
George  E.,  born  Sept.  19,  1831,  whose  wife  Sarah, 
boT7i  Nov.  1,  1828,  died  DIarch  21.  1885:  Nathan 
E.,  born  Sept.  29,  1832:  William  E.,  born  Aug.  1, 
1834;  and  Lydia,  who  died  young.  On  Oct.  4, 
1835,  Mr.  Kehres  married  (second)  Catharine  Erd- 
man  (a  sister  of  his  first  wife),  who  was  born  Dlay 
25,  1818,  and  died  .Inly  8,  1895.  Nineteen  cldl- 
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•dreu  were  boru  to  this  marriage,  as  follows:  Dan- 
iel, Oct.  6,  1836;  Emanuel,  Oct.  20,  1837  (his  wife 
Rosanna,  born  Aug.  3,  1848,  died  July  21,  1904)  ; 
Lydia,  Ocr.  17,  1838;  Maria,  Jan.  21,  1840;  Elen- 
rietta,  Feb.  1,  1842;  Sarah,  May  18,  1843;  Cathar- 
ine, Sept.  30,  1844  ; Levi,  June  3,  1846  ; a daugh- 
.ter,  March  4,  1847  (died  in  infancy)  ; Paul,  March 
11,  1848  ; Lavina,  Dlarcli  9,  1849;  twin  of  Lavina 
(born  dead)  ; Malinda,  July  11,  1850;  Amanda, 
Jan.  22,  1853;  a son,  Jan.  20,  1854  (died  in  in- 
Jancy)  ; a son,  Xovember,  1854  (died  in  infancy)  ; 
Fietta,  Aug.  27,  1855;  a daughter,  1856  (died  in 
infancy)  ; Jacob  IVilson,  Jan.  31,  1358. 

X'athan  E.  Kehres,  sou  of  MJlliam,  was  born 
Sept.  29,  1832,  in  M'ashington  township,  and  died 
Sept.  10,  1902.  He  was  a farmer  until  1873, 
TV'hen  he  also  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  bus- 
iness at  Eebuck,  continuing  same  until  succeeded 
by  Ids  son  F.  L.  Kehres  in  1888.  He  was  a suc- 
•cessful  man  and  left  a valuable  estate,  owning  sev- 
eral farms  in  IVashington  township  and  also  one 
at  Klingerstown  (of  over  one  hundred  acres).  He 
was  a useful  and  respected  citizen,  served  his  town- 
:ship  faithfully  as  treasurer,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  congregation  of  Himmel’s 
Church,  in  which  he  helcl  the  offices  of  deacon, 
elder,  trustee  and  treasurer.  Originally  a Demo- 
crat in  politics,  he  later  became  an  adherent  of  Re- 
publican principles. 

On  June  15,  1856,  Mr.  Kehres  married  Cath- 
;arine  Hoffman,  who  was  born  Jan.  9,  1835.  in  Up- 
per IMahanoy  township,  Xorthumberlaud  county, 
'daughter  of  Henry  D.  Hoffman,  of  Berks  count}', 
■•and  died  X"ov.  11,  1895.  Children  as  follows  were 
born  to  their  union : Franklin  L.  is  mentioned  be- 
llow; 'William  H.'  was  born  Jan.  26,  I860;  John 
M.  was  born  Jan.  19,  1862  ; Lydia  E.  married  E.  R. 
Reitz;  Mary  Etta,  born  July  18,  1867,  died  Aug. 
10,  1886;  C.  Reul)eu  was  born  Sept.  21,  1869; 
'Samuel  was  born  Dec.  12,  1871,  and  died  Jan.  ( ?) 
9,  1876  ; Kate  A.,  born  Aug.  14,  1877,  married  Da- 
vid C.  Drumheller;  Rosie  A.,  born  Jan.  21,  1880, 
married  A.  J.  Schwalm. 

Franklin  L.  Kehres  received  Ids  education  in 
"the  schools  of  the  home  locality  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life.  At  an  early  age  he  began  running  a 
huckster  team  to  Sharaokin  and  Ashland,  with 
produce,  and  was  thus  engaged  for  seven  years, 
meantime  commencing  to  clerk  in  the  store  for 
his  father.  Eventually  he  gave  all  his  time  to  look- 
ing after  the  store,  and  in  1888  succeeded  his  fa- 
ther in  the  mercantile  and  liotel  business,  having 
moved  to  the  old  stand  two  years  previously.  Re- 
buck  is  an  old-established  business  center  in  Wash- 
ington township.  Mr.  Kehres  carries  a full  line  of 
general  merchandise,  continues  to  conduct  the  ho- 
tel, and  operates  his  farm  of  ninety  acres  in  con- 
junction with  his  other  interests.  He  enjoys  a 
large  share  of  the  patronage  in  his  section  of  the 
•county.  He  is  agent  for  fertilizers  and  fann  im- 


plements, in  which  line  he  has  bvdlt  up  a good 
trade,  and  he  has  been  postmaster  at  Rebuck  since 
the  Harrison  administration,  having  been  appoint- 
ed by  John  Wanamaker.  One  of  tlie  leading  cit- 
izens of  his  district,  he  is  identified  with  everything 
affecting  its  development  and  progress. 

On  dune  23,  1878,  Mr.  Kehres  married  Sarah  E. 
Hetrich,  who  was  born  in  Washington  township 
Dec.  2,  1860,  daughter  of  Daniel  Hetrich,  and  died 
Sept.  22,  1893.  They  had  three  children,  John  0., 
Cora  A.,  and  Gertie  M.  (wife  of  Xormau  Peifer). 
On  X^ov.  30,  1899,  Mr.  Kehres  married  (second) 
Katie  E.  Reed,  daughter  of  Henry  A.  Reed.  They 
have  no  children.  Mr.  Kehres  and  his  family  arc 
Reformed  members  of  the  Himmel  Church,  and  he 
has  been  joint  treasurer  of  the  church  since  1903. 
In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

John  0.  Kehres,  eldest  of  the  family  of  Frank- 
lin L.  Kehres,  was  born  Oct.  11,  l’879,  and  obtained 
his  earlv  education  in  the  local  public  schools.  Lat- 
er he  attended  the  Interstate  Commercial  College, 
at  Reading,  and  he  subsequently  formed  a partner- 
ship with  M illiam  Hetrich,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Kehres  Y Hetrich,  engaging  in  the  lumber  business 
and  the  manufacture  of  cider,  and  also  operating 
a gristmill,  in  'Washington  township.  They  were 
associated  in  business  for  ten  years,  and  since  1904 
Mr.  Kehres  has  been  in  partnership  with  his  father 
in  the  general  merchandise  business.  He  is  an  en- 
terprising and  respected  young  man.  and  is  pro- 
gressing steadily  in  business  circles.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Lodge  Xo.  355,  B.  P.  0.  Elks,  at  Sliamokin, 
and  since  1900  has  belonged  to  Lodge  X'o.  551,  I. 
0.  0.  F.,  at  Mahanoy. 


Ephraim  R.  Gehris,  late  of  Boyertown,  Berks 
Co.,  Pa.,  was  also  a member  of  the  Gehres  family 
of  which  this  article  treats.  He  was  a native  of 
Boyertown,  son  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  Gehris.  and 
passed  nearly  all  his  life  there.  He  followed  the 
occupation  of  tinsmith,  and  was  a faithful  em- 
ployee, having  been  with  Jacob  B.  ATdin  for  more 
than  thirty  years.  In  politics  he  was  always  an 
active  and  enthusiastic  Democrat,  and  held  f^everal 
minor  offices  in  the  borough.  From  early  vouth  he 
bad  played  in  the  Boyertown  Band,  first  as  snare 
<lrummer,  later  as  trombone.  He  was  a charter 
member  of  the -Keystone  Fire  Companv.  in  which 
I'.e  was  very  popular,  and  served  as  chief,  engineer 
for  a number  of  years.  He  belonged  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Mystic  Chain  at  Boyertown  and  to  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Mechanics  at  Pottstown.  Mr. 
Gehris  died  in  June,  1910,  at  his  home  on  Wash- 
ington street,  Boyertown.  aged  fifty-three  years,  six 
months,  eleven  days.  He  was  buried  in  Union 
cemeterv. 

^Ir.  Gehris  married  Ada  Shaner,  who  survived 
him  with  the  following  children  : Ella,  wife  of 

Dewitt  Engel : William  ; LeRov;  Isaac;  and  Agnes, 
v'.dfe  of  William  Trout — all  of  Bovertown.  One 
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daugliter,  Eloreiioe,  died  several  years  before  her 
father.  Mr.  Gehris’.s  I'atlier,  Isaac  Gehris.  survives 
him,  hut  Ids  mother  and  sister  preceded  1dm  in 
death. 

HEXRY  X.  ADAiMS,  whose  home  is  in  Cleve- 
land township,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  just  across  the 
Xorthumberland  county  line  at  Bear  Gap,  is  a 
member  of  an  old  Xorthumberland  county  family. 

Casper  Adams,  his  great-grandfather,  the  first 
of  the  family  in  tlds  country,  was  liorn  April  25, 
1755,  at  Langcudiebach,  Offenburg,  Germany.  Lit- 
tle is  known  of  his  early  life.  On  coming  to  this 
country  he  lived  in  Berks  county.  Pa.,  before  com- 
ing to  Xorthumberland  county,  where  he  was  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers  in  Palpho  township,  own- 
ing several  hundred  acres  of  land  there.  Ho  cleared 
some  of  his  laud  and  followed  farming.  He  died 
Jan.  26,  1832,  and  is  buried  at  St.  Peter's  (the 
Blue)  Church  in  Halpho  township.  Casper  Adams 
married,  in  Berks  county,  Elizabeth  Hinkle,  of 
that  county,  and  they  had  a large  family,  six  sons 
■and  six  daughters,  namely:  Frederick  (1792- 

1853),  John,  Samuel,  Casper,  Leonard,  Peter,  Xel- 
lie  (married  George  Startzel),  Susanna  (married 
Samuel  Startzel),  Elizabeth  (married  Gilbert 
Liby),  Polly  (married  Peter  Strausser),  Maria 
(married  Jacob  Kreher)  and  Catharine  (married 
Samuel  Anspach). 

Casper  Adams,  fourth  son  of  Casper  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Hinkle)  Adams,  was  born  xVpril  10,.  1796, 
on  the  homestead  farm  in  Ealpho  township,  and 
was  there  reared  to  farm  life.  When  he  became  of 
age  his  father  deeded  100  acres  of  land  in  Ealpho 
township  to  him,  this  being  the  farm  afterward  oc- 
cupied by  his  son  George  C.,  near  the  Blue  Church. 
Mr.  xAdams  was  a man  of  active  mind,  one  who 
interested  himself  in  the  general  welfare  as  well 
as  in  the  promotion  of  his  own  interests,  and  he 
was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of  his  locality  for 
many  years,  well  known  as  a stanch  Democrat  and 
as  one  of  the  most  liberal  supporters  of  the  Blue 
Church,  with  which  he  was  identified  all  his  life; 
he  served  as  elder  of  that  church  and  was  one  of 
the  most  generous  contributors  toward  the  erection 
of  the  church  edifice.  He  married  Susanna  Start- 
zel (daughter  of  John),  who  was  born  ilarch  11, 
1800,  and  died  Jan,  22,  1873;  Mr.  Adams  died 
Jan.  28,  1882,  and  is  buried  at  the  Blue  Church. 
Their  children  were;  Benjamin,  who  died  in 
1895,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years  (Edwanl, 
William  F.  and  Lucinda  were  his  children)  ; Dan- 
iel II.;  Casper,  deceased  ; George  C.,  born  Aug.  17, 
1826;  David,  born  in  1830;  Jacob,  born  in  1833, 
who  died  in  1895 ; Samuel,  deceased;  William; 
Elizabeth  (deceased),  who  married  AVilliam , 
Smith;  Susanna  (deceased),  who  married  William 
Klase;  Polly,  Mrs.  Fry,  deceased;  Angelina,  who 
married  William  Smith  ; and  Harriet,  deceased. 

Daniel  H.  Adams,  son  of  Casper  and  Su.'-anna 


(Startzel)  Adams,  was  born  in  1822  on  the  old 
homestead  near  Elysburg,  in  Ealpho  township.  'He 
followed  farming  all  his  life,  owning  a tract  of 
about  fifty  acres  near  the  Blue  Church,  and  in 
connection  with  his  agricultural  work  engaged  in 
lime  burning.  He  died  dune  20,  1892.  Mr.  xidams 
married  Sarah  A.  Pensyl,  who  was  bom  in  1829. 
daughter  of  Leonard  Pensyl,  and  died  dan.  4,  1908. 
They  are  buried  at  the  Blue  Church.  Twelve  chil- 
dren were  born  to  their  union,  viz.;  Francis  is  a 
resident  of  Shamokin  ; dohn  is  deceased  ; Henry  X. 
lives  near  Bear  Gap,  in  Columbia  county  ; D.  Alon- 
zo is  on  the  old  homestead  in  Ealpho  township ; 
Leonard  M.  is  a resident  of  Shamokin ; Xathan  G. 
is  located  at  Paxinos ; Allison  C.  is  living  in  Ealpho 
township;  Marietta  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of 
Frank  Erdman,  commissioner  of  Xorthumberland 
county  ; Emma  married  George  Erdman;  Eliza- 
beth married  Philip  Eichard  and  they  live  at  Elys- 
burg, Xorthumberland  county ; Lydia  married 
Thomas  Boughner,  of  Ealpho  ; Casper  died  young. 

Henry  X.  Adams  was  born  upon  the  homestead 
near  the  Blue  Church  Xov.  18,  1851,  and  was: 
raised  by  his  grandfather,  Leonard  Pensyl,  in 
Ealpho  township.  He  remained  with  him  till  about 
thirty  years  of  age  and  then  left  home  after  the 
death  of  his  grandfather.  He  was  employed  for 
several  years  by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  and' 
the  Philadelphia  it  Reading  Railroad  Companies, 
for  a few  years  was  section  track  foreman,  and  then 
was  employed  at  the  Pennsylvania  yard  at  Weigh 
Scales.  In  1889  he  located  upon  his  present  farm 
in  Cleveland  township,  Columbia  county,  near  Bear 
Gap,  which  he  purchased,  having  145  acres  of  val- 
uable land,  among  the  best  in  the  district.  It  has 
an  abundant  supply  of  spring  water.  He  is  a 
much  respected  citizen  of  his  community,  having 
l)eeii  elected  auditor  of  his  township,  which  office 
he  is  fdling  at  present. 

On  Feb.  4,  1888,  Mr.  Adams  married  Lydia 
Dimmick,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth 
(Leiby)  Dimmick,  and  they  have  three  children. 
Calvin  B.,  David  L.  and  Clara  M.,  all  at  home. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Reformed  (Blue)  Cliurch. 
and  in  politics  is  a Democrat. 

STAiMM.  The  Stamm  family  has  many  rep- 
resentatives in  Xorthumberland  county,  descend- 
ants of  old  Berks  county  (Pa.)  stock,  the  Stamms 
having  scattered  from  that  region  over  various 
parts  of  Pennsvlvania. 

The  name  Stamm  or  Stain  is  found  frequently 
in  the  lists  of  emigrants  to  .America.  On  the  pas- 
senger list  of  the  ‘‘Hope,”  Daniel  Reed,  master, 
from  Rotterdam,  qualified  Sept.  23.  1734,  is  the 
name  of  Peter  Stam.  aged  twenty;  on  the  ‘‘Sam- 
uel.” Hugh  Percy,  captain,  from  Rotterdam,  qual- 
ified Dec.  3,  1740,  that  of  .Vdam  Stam,  aged  twen- 
ty-five; on  the  ‘‘Francis  and  Elizabeth,”  George 
.Yorth,  master,  from  Rotterdam,  (pialitied  Sept-  21. 
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174-2,  those  of  Juluiiin  Adam  Siam  and  Weniei 
Stam ; on  tlie  snow  “Charlotte,”  John  Mason,  mas- 
ter, from  Eotterdam,  Sept,  5,  1743,  Joliann  Jacob 
Stam;  on  the  “Rlioeuix,”  William  Wilson,  com- 
mander, from  Rotterdam,  Sept.  30,  1743,  Jo- 
hannes Stamm;  and  on  the  “Union,”  Andrew  Bry- 
son, captain,  from  Rotterdam,  Sept.  30,  1774, 
Adam  Stam. 

The  Stamm  family  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  Berks 
county.  Werner  (or  Peter)  and  Johann  Adam 
Stam  (or  Stamm ),.  brothers,  were  natives  of  Switz- 
erland and  emigrated  to  the  Xew  World  on  the 
ship  “Francis  and  Elizabetli,”  George  Xorth,  com- 
mander, from  Rotterdam.  It  qualified  at  Phil- 
adelphia Sept.  ?1,  P743,  and  of  the  141  male  emi- 
grants who  had  taken  passage  many  settled  in 
Berks  county,  their  descendants  being  still  , found 
in  goodly  numbers  in  the  districts  where  they  lo- 
cated. Where  Johann  Adam  Stam  settled,  or  what 
became  of  him,  we  do  not  know.  The  other  broth- 
er, Werner,  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Stamms  of 
Berks  county.  He  was  born  Xov.  13,  1726,  in 
Bern,  Switzerlaird;  and  died  May  16,  1795.  He 
settled  in  what  is  now  Bern  township  in  1763, 
obtaining  a large  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mount  Pleasant,  in  Berks  county,  where  he  lived 
and  died.  He  and  his  wife  are  buried  at  the  old 
Bern  Church.  He  married  May  26,  1748,  Cath- 
arine, born  in  1728,  died  Xov.  4,  1812.  Among 
his  children  were  two  sons  named  Xicholas  and 
Frederick. 

(The  name  Peter  is  said  to  have  been  IVerner 
Stam.  There  is  a Werner  Stam  buried  at  the 
Bern  Church.  The  Pennsylvania  Archives  record 
the  name  as  Peter,  but  this  is  reputed  to  be  an 
error,  the  ta.x  lists,  church  records,  etc.,  all  bear- 
ing evidence  to  the  contrary.  However,  it  is  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  that  Werner  Stamm  was  under 
age  when  the  two  mentioned  in  the  Archives  ar- 
rived, and  that  for  that  reason  his  name  does 
not  appear.  The  date  of  their  landing  agrees 
with  the  date  tradition  and  old  members  of  the 
family  have  of  Werners  coming  to  America.) 

Xicholas  Stamm,  son  of  Werner,  born  April  22, 
1752,  died  Oct.  6,  1828.  He  married  Catharine 
Lerch,  born  April  21,  1754,  died  ^lay  16,  1844. 
Like  his  parents,  they  are  buried  at  the  Bern 
Church.  Among  their  children  were:  Johann 
Adam,  Frederick,  Peter.  John.  Mrs.  Benjamin 
Graeff,  Philip,  William,  Catharine  (married  Peter 
Reinhart)  and  Benjamin.  Some  of  this  family 
moved  to  Lycoming,  Snvder  and  Xorthurnberland 
counties,  Pennsylvania. 

Frederick  Stamm,  the  grandfather  of  Levi  F. 
Stanun,  of  Turbut  township,  Xorthurnberland 
county,  was  evidently  orlo  of  the  sons  of  Xicholas, 
alxive,  having  been  born  in  Bern  township,  Berks 
county,  near  the  Bern  Church,  Feb.  17,  1782.  In 
1816  he  came  to  Xorthurnberland  county,  settling 
near  the  Paradi-e  Clmixli  in  'rurbut  township. 


Afterward  he  lived  for  a time  in  Center  county. 
Pa.,  but  returned  to  Xorthurnberland  in  a few 
years  and  died  on  the  old  homestead.  He  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  in  this  region,  and  made  the 
trip  hither  from  Berks  county  by  team.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Barnhart,  died  in  Center 
county  and  is  buried  there,  at  the  Loop  Church 
at  Center  Hall.  Frederick  Stamm  died  in  Tur- 
but township  Sept.  11,  1859,  aged  seventy-seven 
years,  one  month,  twenty-four  days,  and  is  buried 
at  the  Paradise  Church.  He  was  a Reformed 
member  of  that  church  and  active  in  his  congre- 
gation, which  he  served  many  years  as  deacon  and 
elder.  They  had  children  as  follows:  .Mrs.  John 
Frymeyer;  Jacob;  Henry,  who  died  in  Turbut 
township;  Mrs.  Samuel  Stahlnecker;  Mrs.  Conrad 
Uiefenbacher ; Benjamin,  who  died  in  Center 
county;  Charles,  who  died  in  Center  county;  Mrs. 
John  Gingrith : Mrs.  Christian  Gingrith  (John 
and  Christian  Gingrith  were  brothers)  ; Mrs.  John 
Catterman ; Daniel,  who  died  in  Montour  county ; 
iirs.  Myers ; Dr.  William,  who  died  near  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. ; and  one  that  died  in  infancy. 

Jac-ob  Stamm,  son  of  Frederick,  was  born  in 
Berks  county  in  1808.  He  grew  to  manhood  upon 
the  homestead  farm  in  Turbut  township,  which' 
he  later  purchased,  and  when  a young  man  he 
learned  the  trade  of  carpenter,  which  he  followed 
for  many  years.  A prominent  worker  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  in  his  locality,  he  served  over  eighteen 
years  as  overseer  of  the  poor  and  held  various 
other  township  offices,  proving  a faithful  and  in- 
telligent public  servant.  He  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  congregation  at  Paradise 
Church,  and  served  many  years  as  deacon  and 
elder.  In  1831  he  married  Mary  Deifenbacher. 
daughter  of  Philip  Deifenbacher,  of  Montour 
county.  Mrs.  Stamm  was  born  in  1811,  and  died 
in  1899,  long  surviving  her  husband,  who  passed 
away  Oct.  28,  1881.  They  are  buried  at  Paradise 
Church.  The  following  children  were  born  to  this 
couple:  William  B.  (died  Dec.  31,  1898,  aged 
si.xty-eight  years,  twenty-six  days)  married  Cath- 
arine Berger;  Edward  J..  born  in  Lewis  town- 
ship Dec.  15,  1839,  died  Feb.  7,  1909,  a fanner, 
married  Amelia  Berger;  Daniel  D.,  born  in  1842, 
died  in  1901,  married  Susan  Rangier;  Franklin 
II.,  born  in  1813,  died  in  1911,  married  Annie 
Snyder;  Levi  Frederick  is  mentioned  below;  Phil- 
ip L.,  born  in  1848,  died  in  1906,  married  Susan 
Bellman. 

Levi  Fredertck  ST.nrii,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born 
Jan.  6,  1845,  in  Delaware  township,  this  countv. 
received  his  education  in  the. township  schools  and 
in  a graded  school  at  Limestoncville,  iMontour 
county,  and  was  engaged  in  teaching  for  two  terms, 
at  East  Lewisburg  and  at  Kiefertown.  After  that 
he  farmed  in  Lewis  township  for  one  year,  at  the 
end  of  that  time  settling  in  Turbut  townsliip, 
where  he  has  since  remained.  Buying  the  Schaef- 


• < ■ '{ '‘J '« t \ '/■ 

■ ) 1 j 1 A ^ 


' ' ' ' 1 ' 1 I *1 

-■V.M;'  ' '|/j 

.'■'''  ;i;? ' ,.r^' •'  M-'i  jio  irnttili 

■ (riinl  ."■./hit/uu:'  ; 

: : • ‘ -iyh(i.»rf' ' '' 1 [y;;,; 

„,aoe"  :: 

yittbh,  '■  ■' w" 

, ■ ; 'r  -u'lT 

'.'■i  /.''  .■V.ii.lJfO'J  ' ':  ;' ■ 

' il  * iirFftb**  , 

" qilfe  ''''  i 

' ' ' y :l  ' 

• ■ ■'  'Va'lilJl  ' V';;:  I>:/ 

‘ 'f' , ./iM;;.:  p ''•.'jlfijft  ' , ' /'  . . 

' i-  0i  ^ ' 

'r//  i.' - 

"M  " ''u  Or>(/t^)a«J  ;; 

b'  , v"' 

■■  ■;*.>/; fJr.-5 ' v' ' 

'.'V  '-)  ;;  ’ ' ' r‘.  ■' 

■ ]' 

.‘l'"  ' IfWJoK;  ' 

; i :■  ' ' 

■’  t ■"■'  " /:ry’)  imfH,'"' 

■ •; p‘.,! 

- ' i-’-v''Jrib'  ?ifl  :"x  ^ 

■ 

: 'F/ITV  ... 

•'  ■ Pr;.r:;  .pj,b8';: 

4 - Y'..' !.  , ./v-'u'i!’ J 

Y >:«•  , 

■■  y'  ■ . „.  .,-4 


""''I  Y'Y'I-1  ;.,  ■ .^jil  .'  ; Y'  ,0 

'Y  r,.:  ; ^pj;Y  ,p;  Y,  p , ; ' i 'iff 

' ■ f:  i ^ u ■' f - ; 1 •: '*>  I . , , i 

: ' ' ' , ■ . a . b . s 


O*';'  '.4';  I ' ^ M,  , •[  ■„  I :_ir; 


• I 


I 

) 

I 


I' 

[. 

?; 


808 


XOirniUMBE [JLAXD  COUA’ TY.  PEXXSYL VAXI A 


fer  homestead  (that  of  his  father-in-law)  of  177 
acres^  he  prospered  in  his  agricultural  work,  and 
also  acquired  an  adjoining  tract,  of  sixty  acres,  all 
valuable  land,  being  classed  among  the  best  farm 
acreage  in  the  county,  abundantly  supplied  with 
good  water.  iMr.  Stamm  continued  active  farm 
work  until  1892,  since  which  year  he  has  lived 
retired,  his  successful  career  having  enabled  him 
to  rest  from  heavy  responsibilities  for  many  years. 
He  is  a Reformed  member  of  the  Paradise  Church 
and  has  held  offices  in  his  congregation. 

In  1868  Dir.  Stamm  married  Sarah  Schaeffer, 
and  they  have  three  children:  Cora  married 

Robert  Sheep  and  has  one  child,  Xeta ; Ida  mar- 
ried Andrew  Kurtz  and  has  two  children,  Dlildred 
and  Dorothy;  Oran  S.,  born  in  1877,  a clerk 
in  the  emplo}’  of  the  Dlilton  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, married  Catharine  Satteson  and  has  one 
child,  Thelma.  Mrs.  Stamm's  grandfather  'was 
Peter  Schaeffer,  and  her  parents  were  Eli  and 
Elizabeth  (Glase)  Schaeffer,  the  former  of  whom 
died  Aug.  19,  1886,  aged  sixt}^-five  years;  his 
wife  died  Xov.  21,  1887,  aged,  sixh'-two. 


John  William  Stamm  (probably  the  son  of 
Nicholas  recorded  as  William)  was  born  in  1793, 
and  died  in  1868,  aged  seventy-five  years,  at  the 
borough  of  Northumberland.  He  is  buried  in 
Eiverview  cemetery.  For  a time  he  lived  in  Wash- 
ingtonville,  Montour  Co.,  Pa.,  tvhere  he  kept  a 
hotel  until  1810,  in  which  year  he  moved  to  Point 
township,  Northumberland  county,  wliere  he 
owned  land  and  followed  farming.  Upon  his  re- 
tirement from  active  work  he  settled  in  Northum- 
berland, in  which  borough  he  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  days.  His  wife  Catharine  (Kissinger)  died 
out  West  while  with  one  of  her  sons  who  had 
settled  there.  The  children  of  John  "William  and 
Catharine  (Kissinger)  Stamm  were  as  follows: 
Benjamin  died  in  Detroit,  Mich. : Louis  died  out 
West;  Andrew,  William  and  G.  Washington  live 
out  West;  Thomas  J.  is  mentioned  later;  Mar- 
garet married  Robert  Arnold ; Sarah  married  and 
lived  in  Iowa;  Susan  married  Joseph  Watson. 

Thomas  J.  Stamm,  son  of  John  IVilliam,  was 
born  in  1821  in  Montour  county.  Pa.,  where  he 
passed  his  youth  and  young  manhood.  In  his 
earlier  life  he  was  a farmer,  and  later,  settling 
at  Northumberland,  engaged  in  hotel-keeping, 
conducting  the  “Exchange  Hotel,”  which  he  es- 
tablished. He  subsequently  conducted  the 
“Washington  Hotel,”  in  the  same  borough,  up  to 
within  several  years  before  his  death,  wliich  oc- 
curred at  Northumberland  in  1897.  He  is  buried 
there.  His  son  Benjamin  F.  succeeded  to  his  in- 
terests in  the  hotel  business,  which  he  still  car- 
ries on.  Politically  Dir.  Stamm  was  a Democrat, 
and  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  school  director, 
which  he  filled  faithfully.  In  religion  he  was  a 
memiicr  of  the  Lutheran  Cluirch.  He  married 


Catharine  Crouser,  who  was  born  in  1828,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Crouser,  of  Catawissa,  Pa.,  and  died 
in  1895.  The  following  children  were  born  to 
tliem:  Laura  E.  (deceased),  who  was  an  invalid; 
Diary  S.,  who  married  Robert  G.  Seiler,  of  North- 
umberland, Pa. ; J ohn  W.,  mentioned  later ; 
Thomas  J.,  Jr.,  a resident  of  Lewisburg,  Pa.; 
DIargaret  Ann,  who  married  Abner  G.  DIertz,  of 
Northumberland;  Clarinda  C.,  who  is  unmarried 
and  lives  in  Detroit,  Dlich. ; Sallie  Ann;  Benja- 
min F.,  mentioned  later ; and  Carrie  Dlay,  wlio 
married  James  DIcKinney,  and  they  live  at  Greens- 
burg,  Pennsylvania. 

JoHX  DV.  Stamm,  son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Cath- 
arine (Crouser)  Stamm,  was  born  Dec.  28,  1850,' 
in  Point  township,  Northumberland  county,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Northumberland.  After  working  for  his  father 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  he  began 
work  in  a sawmill  and  lumber  business  at  North- 
umberland, and  was  thus  engaged  for  the  next 
seventeen  years,  following  which  he  farmed  in 
Point  township  for  five  years.  During  this  time 
— in  1885 — he  became  interested  in  the  butcher 
business,  which  has  grown  to  such  proportions 
that  it  noAv  requires  the  principal  share  of  his 
time  and  attention,  and  he  is  the  leading  butcher 
of  Northumberland  borough,  where  his  establish- 
ment is  located.  He  has  a wide  patronage,  and 
has  the  distinction  of  having  the  only  sanitary 
butcher  wagon  run  in  the  borough,  a fact  indica- 
tive of  the  progressive  methods  which  have  al- 
ways characterized  his  work.  Dir.  Stamm  is  not 
only  a successful  business  man  but  a citizen  of 
broad  public  spirit,  and  as  such  has  done  good 
work  as  a member  of  the  bureau  of  industry  of 
Northumberland.  In  political  sentiment  he  is 
a Democrat. 

In  1867  Dir.  Stamm  married  Adda  Hoffman, 
daughter  of  John  and  Amelia  (Kreider)  Hoff- 
man, of  Snyder  county.  Pa.  Tliey  had  two  daugh- 
ters ; Edna,  now  the  wife  of  Uban  Snyder,  liv- 
ing in  Upper  Augusta  township,  this  county ; and 
Katie,  wife  of  Roy  Ufp,  of  Northumberland.  DIrs. 
Stamm  died  Feb.  2,  1878,  aged  thirty-two  years. 
In  1880  Dir.  Stamm  married  (second)  Sarah  Gul- 
ick,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sabilla  (Ulrich)  Gul- 
ick  of  Northumberland,  and  they  have  had  one 
son,  "William  Floyd,  born  Sept,  is,  1882,  who  is 
a railroad  man  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Company.  Dir.  Stamm  occupies  a fine  residence 
built  by  his  father,  at  the  corner  of  Queen  and 
Fifth  streets,  in  the  borough  of  Northumberland. 
He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  whose  work  he  has  taken  considerable 
part,  having  served  as  elder  and  as  deacon  for 
many  years. 

Bex.tamin'  F.  Sx.vvrvr,  son  of  Thomas  J.,  was 
born  Dec.  9,  1867,  in  the  old  “E.xchange  Hotel’’ 
in  Northumberland  borough.  He  received  Ids  ed- 
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ucation  at  that  place,  in  the  puluic  sdiools.  He 
is  an  experienced  hotel  man,  having  practically 
grown  up  to  tlie  business,  which  he  has  followed 
all  his  active  life..  In  1893  lie  began  conduct- 
ing the  ‘‘Washington  Hotel”  at  Northumberland, 
and  has  been  proprietor  ever  since;  in  1905  he 
bought  the  property,  which  is  located  at  the  cor- 
ner of  King  and  Nortliway  streets.  It  lias  some 
twenty  rooms  and  the  trade  has  liecn  a lucrative 
one  for  many  years.  IMr.  Stamm  is  a well  known 
sportsman  and  hunter,  and  lias  many  friends 
among  tliose  similarly  inclined  in  his  section.  He 
is  an  independent  voter,  supporting  the  candidate 
he  prefers  without  regard  to  party  lines. 

Mr.  Stamm  married  Jennie  Haas,  daughter  of 
Luther  L.  Haas,  of  Northumberland,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Esther  C.  and  Luther  A. 

LANDIS  ZARTMAN,  farmer  of  Rockefeller 
township,  near  the  Lantz  Church  and  Lantz 
schoolhouse,  was  born  July  27,  1863,  in  J"ackson 
township,  this  county,  and  belongs  to  a numerous 
and  -respected  family  whose  members  have  been 
identified  with  the  best  element  in  that  region 
for  several  generations  past.  The  family  has  been 
settled  in  this  county  for  over  one  hundred  and 
forty  years.  The  founder  of  the  family  in  this 
country  settled  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Alexander  Zartman  and  his  wife  Ann  Cathar- 
ina  came  from  Germany  to  America  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1728.  They  were  classified  with  the  Ger- 
man Palatinates,  but  it  is  more  likely  that  they 
came  from  Wurtemberg,  possibly  from  Erlenbach. 
Their  first  stopping  place  was  Philadelphia, 
whence  they  followed  the  pike  leading  to  Harris- 
burg, and  at  length  found  their  way  into  the 
region  of  the  Tulpehocken.  southwest  of  Reading, 
in  Berk'S  county,  not  far  from  the  Muddy  Creek 
Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church,  where  they  wor- 
shipped in  the  years  1728  and  1729.  Before  1730, 
however,  they  located  in  Warwick  township,  Lan-* 
caster  Co.,  Pa.,  and  in  1738  purchased  a tract  of 
land  near  Brickerville.  that  county,  the  deed  for 
which  (calling  for  197  acres)  was  given  by  the 
Penns  to  Alexander  Zartman  in  about  1750.  He 
made  his  last  will  and  testament  (recorded  at 
Lancaster,  Pa.)  Oct.  6,  1762,  and  it  was  probated 
in  December,  that  year.  His  age  is  not  given. 
He  lived  in  America  thirty-four  years.  His  wife 
survived  him  s<mie  years.  They  had  two  sons,  Ja- 
cob and  Alexander,  and  as  there  is  no  record  of 
other- offspring  it  is  probable  tliese  were  their  only 
children. 

Jacob  Zartman,  son  of  Alexander,  was  the  an- 
cestor of  the  Zartmans  of  Northumberland  county. 
He  may  have  been  born  in  Germany.  He  received 
his  inheritance  from  his  parents  in  1754,  when 
they  deeded  to  him  sevciity-one  acres  of  the  old 
homestead.  This  land  Jacob  Zartman  sold  to 
George  Graffe  in  17-“!1  for  £280.  In  about  1768 


he  came  to  Mahanoy  township,  Northumberland 
county,  where  he  purchased  a 122-acre  tract  at 
the  foot  of  Line  Mountain.  In  1775  John  Adam 
Shaffer  deeded  a farm  of  100  acres  to  Jacob  Zart- 
man, of  Mahanoy  township,  the  consideration  be- 
ing £11,  and  there,  between  what  are  now  known 
as  Kneass  and  Otto  stations,  established  the  old 
Zartman  homestead,  vhich  after  his  death  was 
owned  by. his  sons  Martin  and  Peter,  later  by  their 
brother  Henry,  and  then,  successively,  by  Henry's 
son  iMartin,  iMartin's  son  Daniel  and  Daniel's  son 
Samuel  S.,  who  sold  it  only  recently  to  Edward 
Hilbush.  There  is  a very  good  spring  near  the 
old  house,  and  there  stood  a beautiful  pear  tree, 
from  whicli  four  generations  gathered  fruit.  In 
February,  1793,  Jacob  Zartman  made  his  last  will 
and  testament,  and  died  either  that  month  or  the 
month  following.  He  is  interred  in  a private 
burial  ground  in  the  meadow  west  of  the  house; 
he  has  no  tombstone.  He  married  Anna  Mar- 
gareth  Roemin  (Ream),  and  their  children  were: 
Henry  ; Martin  ; Anna  Margareth,  born  Oct.  28, 
1755;  Susanna;  Eve,  born  Oct.  1,  1758  (prob- 
ably died  young;  her  birth  and  baptism  are  re- 
i-orded  at  Brickerville  Church)  ; Peter,  bum  March 
3,  1760;  Jacob,  and  Anna  Maria. 

Martin  Zartman,  son  of  Jacob  and  Anna  Mar- 
gareth Zartman,  was  born  in  Lancaster  county, 
and  in  about  1769  moved  to  Northumberland  coun- 
ty, where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
Under  his  father’s  will  he  and  his  brother  Peter 
became  joint  owners  of  the  homestead  at  the  foot 
of  Line  Mountain.  He  made  his  last  will  and 
testament  Oct.  2,  1816,  and  it  was  probated  Oct. 
2,  1817.  He  married  Susanna  Futler  (Filler), 
sister  of  his  brother  Jacob’s  wife,  and  their  chil- 
dren were  born  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  April  27, 
1780;  Martin,  Nov.  11,  1781;  Benjamin,  ilareli 
13,  1783:  William,  May  28,  1785;  Eve  Magda- 
lene, Oct.  8,  1795;  Margaret,  1797:  David,  Dec. 
30,  1799. 

David  Zartman,  son  of  Martin,  born  Dec.  30, 
1799,  lived  in  Washington  township,  was  a weaver 
by  trade,  and  died  Oct.  30,  1879,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years,  ten  months.  David  Zartman  was  twice 
married,  and  was  the  father  of  six  children : Ben- 
jamin, Isaac,  Elias  and  Israel,  by  his  first  wife, 
and  Samuel  and  ^lary  by  the  sec'ond. 

. Israel  Zartman,  son  of  David,  was  Ixirn  in  Jack- 
son  township,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  followed  that 
vocation  for  many  years,  finding  plenty  of  work 
in  his  own  and  surrounding  townships.  He  lived 
at  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Mahanoy,  for  many  years, 
and  died  there  in  1870  or  1871;  he  is  buried 
at  that  church,  whose  bell  he  had  rung  for  many 
years.  His  wife,  Polly  (Schlogel),  daughter  of 
William  Schlegel,  still  survives,  and  has  now 
(1910)  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  She  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter. 
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Mrs.  Lartniivr,  in  Rockefeller  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zartman  had  children  as  follows: 
Malinda,  Mrs.  Cornelius  Smith ; Lucinda,  de- 
ceased; Loui.sa,  wife  of  Jackson  (Taringer;  Lan- 
dis; Xelson,  of  Sunbury.  and  twins  and  another 
child  that  died  young. 

Landis  Zartman  was  reared  to  farm  life.  Soon 
after  his  father's  death  he  was  taken  into  the  fam- 
ily of  Jacob  Fegley,  with  whom  he  lived  until 
he  was  past  twenty.  For  three  years  he  lived 
at  Limestone,  in  Upper  Augusta  township,  thence 
moving  to  Ihk-kefeller  township,  where  he  Ijegaii 
farming,  remaining  there  about  four  years  at  that 
time.  For  the  next  three  years  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  Little  Mahanoy  township,  after 
which  he  was  again  in  Upper  Augusta  before 
settling  on  his  present  home  in  Eockefeller  town- 
ship. It  is  a tract  of  ninety-six  acres,  formerly 
the  homestead  of  Maj.  Samuel  Lantz,  and  lo- 
cated near  the  Lantz  Church  and  Lantz  school- 
house.  Under  Mr.  Zartman’s  care  it  is  in  excel- 
lent condition,  and  he  has  proved  himself  a pro- 
gressive and  enterprising  farmer,  conducting  his 
work  systematically  and  obtaining  good  results. 
Mr.  Zartman  is  a Democrat  and  has  been  identi- 
fied with  politics  and  public  matters  in  his  lo- 
cality, having  served  as'  election  judge,  and  at 
present  filling  his  fourth  term  as  overseer  of  the 
poor. 

In  1888  Mr.  Zartman  married  Annie  M.  Sterner, 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Ellen  (Barrett) 
Sterner,  of  Eockefeller  township.  They  have  had 
three  children:  Della  May  married  Bertram  Feg- 
ley and  they  live  in  Eockefeller  township ; Bertha 
Ellen  married  Domer  Zimmerman  and  they  live 
in  Eockefeller  township;  Irvin  Edwin  was  horn 
Aug.  5,  1893,  in  Little  Mahanoy  township.  Mr. 
Zartman  and  his  family  worship  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  he  has  served  many  years  as  deacon. 

The  descendants  of  Alexander  and  Ann  Cath- 
arina  Zartman  have  organized,  Eev.  Eufus  C.  Zart- 
man, of  Philadelphia,  being  president  of  the  asso- 
ciation. Their  latest  and  largest  reunion  was  held 
at  York,  Pennsylvania.  Zartmans  and  Zortmans 
from  various  sections  were  represented  at  the 
gathering. 

EMAXUEL  WILL  YOUXG,  justice  of  the 
peace  and  chief  clerk  to  the  county  commissioners 
of  Xorthumherland  county,  is  a citizen  of  Eiverside 
who  has  been  identified  ivith  Imsiness  and  public 
matters  and  is  well  and  favorably  known,  being 
a man  of  ability  and  trustworthy  character. 

Joseph  Y"oung,  his  grandfather,  was  a native 
of  Lancaster  county.  Pa.,  where  he  lived  and  died, 
passing  his  life  in  Penn  township,  where  he  is 
also  buried,  at  White  Oak  Church.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Eeformed  congregation  there.  By 
trade  he  was  a cooper.  Six  children  were  born 


to  him  and  his  wife,  namely:  Levi,  who  lived  at 
Ealpho,  Pa. ; a daughter  who  married  Michael 
Frunck,  of  Lancaster  county;  Sophia,  who  never 
married;  Eeuben,  who  died  at  Elkhart,  Ind. ; a 
daughter  who  married  Joseph  Baker  and  lived  in 
Lancaster  county ; and  Michael. 

Michael  A^oung,  son  of  .loseph,  was  born  in 
January,  1815,  in  Penn  township,  Lancaster  coun- 
ty,- and  died  there  Aug.  10,  1890.  lie  was  a 
c-ooper  and  farmer,  owning  a tract  of  twenty  acres- 
near  Manheim,  in  Penn  township.  He  is  buried 
in  the  family  plot  at  White  Oak  Union  Church,, 
where  ho  was  a prominent  member  of  the  Eeformed 
congregation,  serving  many  years  as  deacon  and 
trustee.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican  for  many 
years,  but  though  active  in  tlie  party  always  re- 
fused offers  of  public  position  for  himself,  pre- 
ferring to  use  his  influence,  as  he  did,  to  help 
elect  his  friends.  To  him  and  his  wife,  Fannie 
(Will)^  daughter  of  Peter  Will,  of  Ealpho  town- 
ship, Lancaster  county,  were  born  the  following 
children:  Catharine  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Keith 
and  they  live  at  Lebanon,  Pa. ; Elizabeth  married 
Thomas  Keith,  brother  of  Joseph,  and  they  live 
at  Penryn,  Pa. ; Sarah  married  Monroe  Ulrich 
and  they  live  at  Manheim,  Pa. ; Annie,  married 
to  Benjamin  Hammer,  also  lives  at  Manheim; 
Malinda  married  Talton  Wechter  and  they  reside 
at  Penryn ; Emanuel  Will  was  the  only  son. 

Emanuel  Will  AYung  was  born  iMay  '26,  1866,. 
in  Penn  township,  liancaster  Co.,  Pa.,  and  there 
received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools. 
Later  he  took  a conunercial  c-ourse  in  the  Lan- 
caster Business  College,  and  he  was  a young  man 
when  he  settled  in  Xorthumherland  county,  re- 
moving to  Sunbury  in  1889.  There  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  cigars,  and  afterward  had 
a cigar  factory  at  Eiverside,  continuing  that  busi- 
ness until  the  spring  of  1900,  when  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  M.  F.  Gulick  Sand  Company,  at 
‘Riverside,  as  foreman.  He  was  with  the  concern 
in  that  capacity  for  a period  of  three  years,  until 
appointed  assistant  clerk  to  the  county  commis- 
sioners, holding  that  position  until  1906.  Resum- 
ing his  work  with  the  sand  company  he  continued 
in  their  employ  until  1908,  when  he  received  his 
appointment  as  chief  clerk  to  the  present  hoard 
of  county  commissioners.  Mr.  AYung  was  first 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1900,  and  has  since 
been  reelected.  He  has  al.«o  been  overseer  ot  the 
poor.  He  has  long  been  one  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Republican  party  in  XYrthuinberland  county,  l)e- 
ing  one  of  its  faithful  workers  and  standing  well 
with  the  best  class  of  citizens.  Socially  he  holds 
meml)ership  in  Danville  Lodge,  Xo.  '224,  F.  A. 
M.,  of  Danville;  in  Lodge  Xo.  209,  I.  0.  0.  F.. 
also  of  Danville;  and  in  the  Order  of  Moose  at 
Milton,  this  county. 

In  1889  Mr.  AYung  marrie<l  Sallie  E.  Culp, 


m.  ■ -'  018 

. htiti  nttmH^  j-sii!! 

;-ipd 

v,„  iK»W:>eT.  .u&iiioil 

ui  i'a/iiMvrtft  i/)i^  ■■l^.rtjt:' •(♦<!*  wiiwt  Imu li? 

ni  !>w-^|''.,  iv^$ •**#■  ■ i'; ; tR»<»8' .' -v^TO  'in't4t1«.4»):.:MB9'3:  mjsW 

lixsf)  8iil 

dooift  Jo 

iutvfnt  --■  j9fnq[^;  '8iwrf  9it- 'V:' <:r^  > 
h^M- 


ncrtf^af)  ' «<)  ‘nmt.  'f;rj,«wf' 

V'l;; ■((  V.vt'  rijrvxffjuiloir  B 
'•*5  fh>ii( 'f>;(t  ill,  <*••/ 


• -ii '"■Of  ..(k^JbTI  lo  .1  ittf_  vjt<^:1'. f ( f ipf  }<' 
•yj  u -.Tpii <>¥ , ; J >||;^  ■'in  at  f , . ■;P'f(}^  . 


, 'B^ioo  ww  wf ■■■*fft9Y/ '.•!»<#•’ J»«it • (Hit »tolE s?.  .twali:-' isi 
I'iiic  fqiilj>aw»ki  vjantfiUjW'  iti  ^oimutJ 

owbii  tti««55«4.  fwe^B  5te’»  s*t  iv 

rti  mtnti  ^‘iu^pto  ^ailftW'^fi^ii^ : 

vIt»/OtoJ  jr'{8-x.)ikii'’n  lo  l-ittri:  ji  -St  tl 

•iA  base  ^foRkl  iuwittAQ  .^aK  Jo  Ivaakamtroii 

t^isioj  :b«‘»  ^fJttsJT^  odi  ifi^,  Ewtaj  /'i*<ii|j[‘' 


(f'iS^ofi  Jit 


$8»oi¥^ 


V'iM 


-(♦tq  ».' Jiofitffitf  aad  ^»if  Bjift,  ,;aoriififitt^ 

..tj  — httft  0’/i)i»9l5|f  ^ 

KHjaiBjtdo  bna  :imm 

f*jwj,  ifiiottawii’  fir -^i 


"ojtjf  ]>«»  tnpHof  fijiw  i 

aoiioais  aa  ga/y^d 


IwiJ'tiiftf'  ^ ftdJ'  Id  I'd&swdvo  «’j3  jurj^di-  ^diiifdl  'eid  in^%<iPM 

dd*''Tf.''m  wij- f'lda.K'diy ';av;‘iod4' ia  ' '"'  ' ’ '•  ■ v'  ' Ki-o<«'i|'’''‘ 


,l|&^j,  M.;  ibH  U'ct/:  hiipsim!.^ 


Ir  _ _ _ ...  - . J r- 

o^■.•ofl.-;a  a<!'j  fliin/  vnw  -jR  .am»pp  0 tkkS  ':i3 '^'li^i  .y»H'  ,?^j{iaag-K'), 

}il(!a 

’fOLAv.'jfi.  .dfiiT.'  liJijfj.  xfO'.^ri^-  sabiftWPS-  Jijm  -fiiWKvivaoa©^ 

bodiiilrta  I 'jif  af|i  ig0'^t  9^1  J«'  • 9?dw  w^oiiW ' , *I»3WB7 

ihi  'iHjvtrrw  &d-  ^<;xd)^‘,).#Wjr  'fib  . ■ . '■  ' ■ ?'V  ' '' 

frthtj.f' '.tod'-'nq  a# V'd  >hoid'- jL  , .-.  -^v  ' "‘Si  . . ; ., 

Jiih  ■'fi-ff.  ,gufJoY  /J)}/:' ' '/jf/iiJd')  difj  ld|'4d,i|!^t  ,G>CT#OY  %lJrj5F-<:,vJH01^ij 

■T(''  'T9d£'id7n'  (.t'gfr/'.^^jrf'^rf  ' d^jh}}.  bo4-Jddfl*wjtt*so1ff:li|^ 

W...v#{»H9l  ddl'.lo  illiv^bissinfu/bi  n^i.  e«i{ 

.1  I.  ...r  _f  ..  jV,. r I ,.  . ..  ..  . . 


' if*' 


i,t 


XOirm U:\IBERLAXD  CUUXTY,  I’EXXSYLVAXIA 


811 


(lauglitor  of  William  and  ^lartlia  (Smith)  t'ulp. 
They  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  Mr. 
Y'oung  is  at  present  serving  as  trustee. 

WILKISOX  OR  WILKfXSOX.  Both  forms  of 
this  name  are  in  use  among  the  descendants  of 
Aaron  Wilkison,  a pioneer  of  Xorthumberland 
county.  Pa.,  wlm  was  a native  of  Xew  Jersey  and 
came  to  this  section  at  an  early  day,  settling  in 
Augusta  township,  along  Sliamokin  creek,  where 
he  lived  for  some  years.  He  then  moved  to  the 
Irish  Valley,  in  Sliamokin  township,  this  county, 
settling  on  the  property  now  owned  by  Francis 
Wynn,  a tract  of  120  acres.  By  occupation  he 
was  a farmer.  He  died  while  yet  a young  man, 
and  is  buried  at  the  Presbyterian  Church  near 
Snydertown,  though  he  was  a Methodist.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Poyer,  long  sur- 
vived him.  They  had  children  as  follows:  Joseph; 
John,  who  located  near  his  father’s  place  in  the 
Irish  Valley;  and  Samuel,  who  succeeded  to  the 
ownership  of  his  brother  John’s  farm  when  the 
latter  died. 

Joseph  Wilkison,  son  of  Aaron,  lived  in  Irish 
Valley,  where  he  was  born  in  1812.  He  was  a 
farmer  all  his  life,  owning  and  living  upon  the 
100-acre  place  now  occupied  by  his  son  Peter.  He 
was  active  in  church  life,  and  is  buried  at  the 
Irish  Valley  Methodist  Church.  He  lived  to  his 
seventy- fifth  year,  dying  in  January,  1887.  Mr. 
Wilkison’s  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Shull, 
was  of  German  birth,  born  Sept.  5,  1819,  and  she 
survived  him,  dying  April  10,  1899.  They  had 
a large  family,  viz. : Mary  Elizabeth  married 
Henry  Long ; Peter  is  mentioned  later ; Aaron  is 
mentioned  later;  Lafayette  lived  for  some  time 
in  Maryland,  later  moving  to  Kansas ; Susanna 
married  John  Barton  and  they  lived  at  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah;  Elizabeth  married  Hiram  Rockefeller, 
of  Irish  Valley ; Sarah  Jane  married  William  Roth 
and  they  lived  in  Sliamokin,  this  county;  Mary 
Ann  married  William  Farrow  and  they  lived  at 
Snydertown,  this  county;  Isabella  became  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  William  Farrow  after  her  sister’s 
death;  Ruth  died  unmarried  when  twenty-five 
years  old. 

Peter  Wilkison,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born  Sept.' 
8,  1840,  on  his  father’s  homestead  in  Shamokin 
township,  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  spent  all 
but  two  years  of  his  life  on  this  place,  the  fam- 
ily living  at  Snydertown  during  the  period  men- 
tioned, and  he  was  engaged  in  farming  through- 
out his  active  years.  The  farm  came  into  his 
possession  in  about  1865,  and  he  is  the  third  gen- 
eration of  this  family  to  own  the  propertv,  wliich 
belonged  in  turn  to  his  grandfather  and  father. 
Joseph  Wilkison  built  the  barn  and  in  1837  put 
up  the  old  house,  which  is  still  standing,  but  the 
large  house  now  occupied  by  the  family  was  erected 
by  Peter  Wilkison  in  1887.  He  has  lived  retired 


for  .'Cveral  years  past,  having  accumulated  a sub- 
stantial competency.  In  fact,  he  is  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Ids  district,  and  is  a director 
of  the  First  XWtional  Bank  of  Trevorton.  He 
has  served  several  terms  as  overseer  of  the  poor, 
and  is  a Republican  in  political  affiliation. 

On  June  8,  1862,  Mr.  Wilkison  married  Mary 
Jane  Malick,  daughter  of  Flenry  and  Lydia 
(Wolf)  Malick,  of  Rockefeller  township,  who  lived 
near  Augustaville,  and  granddaughter  of  Jacob 
iMalick,  who  died  in  1842  and  is  buried  at  the 
Stone  Church  at  Augustaville : his  wife  was  an 
Epler.  Mrs.  Lydia  (Wolf)  Malick’s  mother,  Su.«- 
anna,  was  the  daughter  of  Valentine  Fasold. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  IMr.  and  iMrs. 
Wilkison : Henry  Xelson  is  mentioned  below ; 
Joseph  E.  died  when  four  years  old;  Celia  A. 
married  Harry  iMiller  and  they  live  at  Sunbury. 
Mr.  Wilkison  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  which  he  served  as  trustee  for 
many  years. 

Hexey  Xelsox  Wilkisox,  son  of  Peter,  was 
born  July  18,  1863,  on  the  homestead,  and  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  has 
always  been  occupied.  He  assisted  his  father  in 
running  the  farm  and  dairy  until  he  began  opera- 
tions on  his  own  account,  in  the  spring  of  1884, 
on  tlie  homestead,  continuing  to  farm  there  until 
1893,  when  he  purchased  a 120-acre  tract,  the 
second  farm  west  of  his  father’s  place.  There 
he  has  since  lived  and  farmed,  and  in  1902  he 
built  the  large  Swiss  barn  on  tlie  place.  In  1907 
he  erected  a commodious  frame  residence,  and  he 
has  since  rebuilt  all  the  other  farm  buildings, 
the  entire  property  being  now  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, in  every  detail.  His  farm  i's  now  regarded 
as  one  of  the  valuable  agricultural  properties  of 
Irish  A'alley.  It  is  located  in  the  southeastern 
}>art  of  Rockefeller  township  and  was  once  the 
John  Y’‘ordv  homestead.  Mr.  Wilkison  is  a con- 
servative but  progressive  citizen,  and  is  regarded 
as  an  intelligent  farmer,  with  a thorough  compre- 
hension of  the  requirements  of  modern  agriculture 
and  the  al)ility  to  fill  them.  He  has  served  as 
school  director  of  his  district. 

On  June  13,  1886,  Mr.  Wilkison  married  Cath- 
arine Kerstetter,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Sevilla 
( Fegley)  Kerstetter,  of  Shamokin  township,  and 
they  have  had  five  children;  Curtis,  who  died 
when  eleven  months  old:  Adam  R.,  now  engaged 
in  farming  his  grandfather's  place,  who  is  married 
to  Lydia  Straul):  Palmer  P. ; rlennie  S.,  wife  of 
Walter  Clark,  who  assists  Mr.  Wilkison;  and 
Blanche  E.  iMr.  Wilkison  and  his  family  attend 
the  Methodist  Church.  He  is  a Republican  in 
jX)litics. 


Aaron  Wilkinson,  son  of  Joseph,  was  born 
June  9,  1845,  in  the  Irish  Valley.  Shamokin  town- 
ship. and  died  ^lay  8,  l!>ti8.  Ho  was  a lifelong 
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farmer,  owning  110  acres  in  Lower  Augusta  town- 
ship, the  original  Shipman  plantation,  and  he  was 
not  only  known  in  his  community  as  a success- 
ful agricultirrist,  but  also  for  his  participation  in 
its  various  activities.  He  was  a Democrat,  and 
served  as  school  director  and  road  director ; was 
a Methodist  and  interested  in  church  life,  as  were 
also  the  members  of  his  family ; and  took  pleas- 
ure in  using  his  influence  to  further  the  welfare 
of  his  section,  where  he  enjoyed  considerable  prom- 
inence. He  had  one  hobb}’,  being  a true  sports- 
man, and  was  often  on  the  mountain  when  the 
snow  was  a foot  deep,  taking  grpt  delight  in 
fox  hunting ; he  killed  three  foxes  in  one  day. 

Durino-  the  sixties  Mr.  Wilkinson  married  Abi- 
gail Snyder,  who  was  born  Feb.  28,  1840,  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Shipman)  Snyder  and  sister 
of  former  Associate  Judge  Shipman.  Mrs.  V il- 
kinson  died  July  18,  1908,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight.  She  w'as  the  mother  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Melvin,  who  died  aged  twenty-eight  years, 
unmarried ; Samuel  J . ; J ohn,  who  lives  near 
Trevorton,  this  county;  Dr.  Boyd,  of  Trevorton; 
and  Ira,  wdio  died  umnarried,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years. 

Samuel  J.  Wilkixsox,  son  of  Aaron,  -was  born 
Nov.  26,  1871,  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  and 
there  obtained  his  early  education  in  the  public, 
schools.  Later  he  attended  Central  Pennsylvania 
Academy,  at  Ne’w  Berlin,  Union  county,  which 
institution  was  conducted  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Evangelical  Association.  A\hen  a young  man 
of  twenty  he  was  licensed  to  teach  public  school, 
and  taught  two  terms  in  Cameron  towmship,  later 
being  engaged  for  one  term  in  V est  Cameron 
township,  after  the  district  became  subdivided. 
For  the  next  five  years  he  followed  farming,  in 
1896  engaging  in  the  milling  business  in  Mahanoy 
township.  In  1904  he  became  proprietor  of  his 
present  establishment,  known  as  the  Mahanoy  Val- 
ley Roller  Mills,  at  Dornsife.  This  mill  is  located 
on  Mahanoy  creek,  and  the  property  includes  sev- 
enteen acres  of  land.  The  plant  is  an  old  one, 
the  mill  having  been  built  by  John  Dunkelberger. 
Since  his  day  it  has  passed  through  many  changes 
of  ownership,  having  been  owned ' successively  by 
Reitz,  Kobel,  the  latter's  son.  Bowman  and  the 
present  owner,  who  bought  iMr.  Bowman  out  in 
1904.  It  has  always  been  a leading  business  cen- 
ter of  the  district,  and  has  lost  none  of  its  old 
prestige  under  the  present  management,  iMr.  Wil- 
kinson having  remodeled  the  mill  and  equipped  it 
with  roller  process.  The  trade  has  increased  five- 
fold since  he  acquired  the  plant,  his  patrons  com- 
ing from  a radius  of  many  miles,  and  he  finds  a 
ready  market  for  his  flour  in  Shamokin,  Trevor- 
ton and  the  surrounding  territoiw.  He  manufac- 
tures a straight  grade  known  as  Wilkinson’s  Best, 
and  his  other  well  known  brands  are  VTiite  Rose, 
Banner,  Spring  Patent  and  Triumph.  He  also 


does  a large  business  in  the  production  of  manu-. 
factured  feed. 

In  May,  1897,  Mr.  Yv'ilkinson  married  Rebecca 
French,  daughter  oi  John  and  Frances  (Sharp) 
French,  and  a native  of  Sussex  county,  Del.  Mrs. 
Wilkinson  was  born  Dec.  9,  1878,  and  died  May 
■?,  1909.  She  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  on  the  Wilkinson  homestead, 
which  w’as  taken  up  by  the  Shipman  family  early 
in  the  eighteen  hundreds.  Mr,  and  i\Irs.  Wilkin- 
son liad  the  following  children : Abigail,  Ida,  Llew- 
ellyn, Alton  and  Laura.  Mr.  Wilkinson  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Boyle’s  Run  Methodist 
Church.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  was 
committeeman  of  Mahanoy  township  three  years. 

DANIEL  GEISE  (deceased),  for  many  years 
a most  respected  citizen  of  Jordan  township,  was 
well  known  as  a prosperous  farmer  and  a faith- 
ful public  official.  He  was  born  July  18,  1836, 
son  of  George  Geise  and  grandson  of  Heinrich 
Geise,  of  Bern  township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  among 
whose  children  were  George,  Samuel,  Daniel  and 
J acob. 

George  Geise,  born  July  20,  1788,  settled  in 
what  is  now  Jordan  township,  and  died  there,  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  the  widow  of  his  son 
Daniel,  Sept.  2,  1869.  He  was  a miller  by  trade, 
but  in  time  devoted  himself  entirely  to  farming, 
owning  the  farm  which  is  still  in  the  family  name. 
His  wife  Catharine,  daughter  of  Peter  Schwartz, 
of  Berks  county,  was  born  Dec.  10,  1796,  in  Berks 
county,  and  died  Jan.  9,  1875,  and  they  are  buried 
at  St.  Paul’s  (Schwartz)  Church,  LTrban.  Their 
children  were  born  as  follows : Hannah,  Aug.  2, 
1817;  Benneville,  June  23,  1819;  Peter,  Jan.  20, 
1822  ; Catharine,  June  26,  1824;  Rachel,  June  13, 
1827;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  21,  1830;  George,  March 
26,  1832;  Daniel,  July  18,  1836;  David,  June  25, 
1838  (died  Sept.  11,  1906;  wife.  Catharine,  died 
July  14,  1901,  aged  sixty-three  years,  fourteen 
days) . 

Daniel  Geise  was  a lifelong  farmer,  owning  and 
occupying  the  place  where  his  widow  now  resides, 
a tract  of  149  acres  located  a quarter  of  a mile 
south  of  Urban.  This  was  originally  a Schwartz 
homestead.  Besides  general  farming,  Mr.  Geise 
engaged  in  lime  burning  aiid  in  cattle  dealing, 
and  he  made  a success  of  his  various  undertak- 
ings. He  was  a man  wlio  took  a keen  interest 
in  the  local  welfare  and  administration,  serving 
the  township  in  the  offices  of  treasurer  and  over- 
seer of  the  poor.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat 
and  in  religion  a Lutheran,  belonging  to  the  Luth- 
eran congregation  at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  where  he 
is  buried.  His  death  occurred  Jan.  2,  1900. 

Mr.  Geise  married  Froenica  Trautmau,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Rebecca  (Heckert)  Trautman, 
and  ten  children  were  born  to  this  union : David ; 
Katie,  married  to  Galen  Bower;  ^lary  (twin  of 
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Katie),  married  to  William  Pickering;  Sallic,  mar- 
ried to  Elias  Phillips;  George;  Ellen,  married  to 
Charles  Deppen;  Pebocca,  married  to  IlaiTv 
Drum;  Louisa,  married  to  Charles  Tressler;  Em- 
ma, niarried  to  Albert  Phillips;  and  John.  The 
family  is  highly  respected,  enjoying  the  best  stand- 
ing in  the  community.  Mrs.  Geise  is  a member 
of  the  Eeformed  congregation  at  the  Schwartz  ( St. 
Paul’s)  Church. 

Samuel  Geise,  son  of  Heinrich  and  brother  of 
George  (above),  was  Iwm  in  either  Berks  or 
Xorthumberland  county,  and  died  at  Kratzerville, 
Snyder  Co.,  Pa.,  in  the  seventies;  he  is  buried 
there.  He  was  a butcher  by  trade,  and  owned  a 
small  tract  of  land  in  Monroe  township,  Snvder 
county,  where  he  lived.  He  Avas  Avell  known  at 
Xorthumberland,  Avhere  he  sold  his  meat.  In  re- 
ligion he  Avas  a Lutheran.  To  him  and  his  Avife 
Hannah  (BoAvman)  Avere  born  seA'en  children: 
Hannah,  Mrs.  Walter;  Henry;  Polly,  Avho  died 
unmarried ; Samuel,  Avho  liA'ed  in  Dry  Valley, 
Union  Co.,  Pa.;  Sarah,  aaKo  died  unmarried; 
Moses,  A\ho  oAvned  the  homestead  and  Avho  died 
unmarried  (he  had  veiw  Aveak  eyes)  ; and  Eliza, 
who  neA’er  married. 

Henp-  Geise,  son  of  Samuel,  Avas  lx>rn  Jan.  15, 
1818,  in  Ohio,  whither  his  father  had  emigratecl 
from  Mahanoy  toAvnship,  making  the  trip  by  wag- 
on. The  family  remained  in  that  State  onh’  one 
year,  hoAvever,  returning  to  Pennsyh'ania  and  set- 
tling in  Snyder  county.  Mr,  Geise  passed  his 
earlier  years  in  Snyder  and  Union  counties,  ope- 
rating gristmills,  and  alx)ut  1850  came  to  Point 
toAvnship,  Xorthumberland  county,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
long  life,  dying  July  0,  1900.  He  is  buried  at 
Xorthumbeiiand.  He  OAvned  his  own  farm  of 
eighty-one  acres,  Avhich  he  cultivated  until  his  re- 
tirement, being  succeeded  there  by  his  son  Samuel, 
who  is  now  deceased.  In  religion  Mr.  Geise  Avas  a 
Lutheran.  His  Avife,  Susanna,  was  a daughter  of 
Henry  and  barah  (Prederick)  Brouse,  of  Kratzer- 
ville, Snyder  county,  and  they  Avere  the  parents  of 
tAvo  children,  Samuel  and  HenrA’  P.  The  former 
Avas  a filmier  in  Point  township;  his  children  AA'ere 
William,  Dora.  Harvey,  Ammon,  and  Anna  (de- 
ceased). 1 

Henr}^  F.  Gei.«e  was  born  in  Point  toAvnship,  and 
there  received  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools,  later  attending  a select  school  at  Xorth- 
umberland. For  one  term  he  taught  the  school  in 
his  native  toAvnship  Avhich  he  had  previously  at- 
tended as  a pupil.  He  Avas  reared  to  farm  life,  and 
continues  to  follow  agricultural  pursuits.  giA'ing 
special  attention  to  dairying.  Pli.s  farm  is  in  the 
central  part  of  Point  toAvnship,  a tract  of  180 
acres,  Avliich  he  conducts  on  modern  lines.  Since 
February,  190‘3,  he  has  been  engaged  in  dairying, 
noAv  keeping  twenty-seven  cows  and  selling  his 
milk  at  Northumberland,  to  which  place  his  milk 


team  goes  daily.  Mr.  Geise  is  one  of  the  most 
progressive  citizens  of  his  locality.  He  Avas  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Xorthumberland  Xational 
Bank,  and  served  three  years  as  director  of  that 
institution.  I'or  eleven  years  he  served  as  tax 
collector,  Avas  at  one  time  a member  of  ihe  toAATi- 
ship  board  of  school  directors,  and  is  at  present 
one  of  the  supervisors,  having  held  that  office  since 
the  new  road  law  Avent  into  force.  Politically  he  is 
a Eepublican,  a Avell  known  Avorker  in  the  party 
in  his  section,  having  been  county  committeeman 
since  1896  and  sevAcd  as  delegate  to  various  county 
conA’entions. 

On  June  ,ii0,  188‘?,  i\Ir.  Geise  married  IMary 
Jane  Dagle,  daughter  of  John  Frederick  Dagle, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  nine  children : 
Charles  H..  Avho  married  Marie  Von  Bargen  and 
resides  at  Sidney,  Ohio ; Edna  G.,  who  died  Avhen 
seA'enteen  years  old;  Frederick  D. ; ^lartin  L. ; 
Xora  E.,  Avho  graduated  from  the  Bloonisburg 
State  normal  school  in  1910  and  is  noAV  a teacher 
in  Point  toAvnship ; !Mary  I. ; Susan  L. : John  F., 
and  Mildred  L.  i\[ary.  Susan  and  John  noAv  at- 
tend the  Xorthumberland  high  school.  Mr.  Geise 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  he  helped  to  organize  Trinity  Church 
in  his  township,  of  Avhich  he  is  a trustee.  Prior 
to  the  organization  of  this  church,  in  189T,  he  and 
his  family  belonged  to  St.  John’s  Church,  at  the 
borough  of  Xorthumberland. 


In  Will  Book  A,  page  75,  Berks  county  court- 
house, is  found  record  of  the  will  of  George  Adam 
Geiss,  made  Jan.  ‘26,  1784,  probated  March  4,  1784. 
The  Avitnesses  AA'ere  Matthias  Staudt,  Matthias 
Sonnenlich  and  Joseph  Conrad.  George  Adam 
Geiss  Avas  a farmer  of  Bern  township,  Berks  county. 
His  Avife  Anna  Barbara  and  son  !^Iichael  were  the 
executors,  and  the  folloAving  division  was  made  of 
the  property : “Son  Michael  shall  have  10  pds  first 
of  all  of  my  personal  estate  for  his  birthright  and 
each  of  my  three  daughters  shall  be  ec[ual  to  the 
eldest  in  their  first  marriage  each  shall  receive  the 
same  as  the  other ; son  IMichael  shall  haA'c  all  my 
real  estate,  but  he  shall  pay  to  each  of  his  sisters 
the  sum  of  700  pounds.”  The  son  Michael  had  a 
son  George,  born  in  1788,  Avho  may  have  been  the 
George  Geise  mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  this 
article  as  the  father  of  Daniel  Geise,  of  Jordan 
township,  Xorthumberland  county. 

THOMAS  A.  EV'AXS,  proprietor  of  the  ‘•'Val- 
ley House”  at  Mount  Carmel,  has  been  a resident 
of  that  borough  since  1894  and  has  been  engaged 
in  various  ]nirsuits.  for  scAeral  years  holding  the 
office  of  ticket  anent  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  A'  Penn- 
sylvania Bail  way  Companv  there.  He  has  been 
interested  in  the  local  administration  for  some 
years,  at  present  serving  his  third  term  as  mem- 
ber of  the  borough  council. 
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Mr.  Evans  was  horn  in  186!)  near  the  city  of 
AYrk,  in  York  county,  Pa.  His  father,  John  H. 
Evans,  a native  of  M'ales,  came  to  America  wlien 
a young  inaii  and  lived  in  AYrk  county.  Pa.,  for 
some  time.  He  then  went  to  Shenandoah,  Pa., 
wliere  he  remained  until  his  death.  He  was  a 
rock  contractor.  He  and  his  wife  had  a family  of 
six  children;  Elizabetli,  who  is  now  the  wife  of 
O.  B.  Williams,  a well  known  contractor  of  Tarn- 
aqua,  Pa.;  William  J.;  Hannah,  wife  of  Thomas 
Mullahey,  a tailor  of  Mount  Carmel ; Thomas  A. ; 
Hugh  J..  a United  States  marshal,  now  stationed 
at  Scranton,  Pa. ; and  XYllie,  wife  of  Eobert  Good- 
will. 

Thomas  A.  Jlvans  received  a common  school  ed- 
ucation. His  first  em])loyment  was  as  a clerk,  and 
after  being  tlius  engaged  for  a time  he  became  a 
merchant,  carrying  on  a general  store  at  Shen- 
andoah for  four  years.  In  1894  he  came  to  Mount 
Carmel,  where  he  followed  mining  for  about  five 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  becoming  ticket  agent 
of  the  Lehigh  Valley  & Pennsylvania  Eailway 
Company.  He  was  thus  engaged  until  the  spring 
of  1910,  when  he  became  proprietor  of  the  well 
known  ‘'Valley  House'*  at  Mount  Carmel,  in  the 
conduct  of  which  he  has  been  very  successful.  He 
is  an  up-to-date  business  man,  and  his  methods 
and  good  management  promise  to  hold  the  trade 
this  house  has  alwavs  enjoved  and  to  increase  it. 
Mr.  Evans  was  elected  a member  of  the  borough 
council  in  1904,  on  the  Eepubliean  ticket,  and  has 
since  been  a member  of  that  body,  at  present  serv- 
ing his  third  successive  term.  His  c-ontinuance  in 
office  is  the  best  guaranty  of  the  satisfaction  his 
services  have  given  to  his  fellow  citizens. 

On  Sept.  '30,  1S9.3,  Mr.  Evans  married  Mary  E. 
Moyer,  daughter  of  James  Moyer,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Delroy.  Socially  Mr.  Evans  is  a member 
of  the  Elks  and  the  Eagles,  and  he  also  belongs  to 
the  Anthracite  Eire  Company. 

COEXELIUS  LESHEE,  a highly  respected 
farmer  of  Jordan  township,  was  born  there  Xov. 
15,  184'2,  son  of  John  Lesher  and  grandson  of 
Samuel  Lesher.  The  latter  came  to  this  region 
from  Berks  county,  where  the  Leshers  have  been 
settled  for  a number  of  generations. 

Jolin  Lesher,  a native  of  Gennany,  born  Jan. 
5,  17J1,  was  the  onlv  son  and  heir-at-law  of  Xich- 
olas  Lesher,  of  the  Eatberland.  Ho  emigrated  to 
I’ennsylvania  in  1734  and  was  naturalized  in  1743. 

■ He  first  settled  in  Bucks  county,  and  later  in  Oley 
township,  Berks  county,  where  he  became  prom- 
inent as  an  ironmaster.  He  represented  the  county 
in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1776,  and 
from  1776  until  1782  served  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, helping  to  prepare  the  “Declaration  of  Eights,'’ 
and  being  extremely  prominent  during  the  Eevo- 
lutionary  war,  rendering  valuable  service  to  his 
adopted  cotintry.  He  died  in  Oley  township  April 


5,  1794,  aged  eighty-three  years,  leaving  a widow, 
five  daughters,  Barbara,  Hannah,  Maria,  Catharine 
and  Elizabeth,  and  two  sons,  John  and  Jacob,  of 
Oley  township.  The  family  here  under  considera- 
tion springs  undoubtedly  from  this  source. 

Samuel  Lesher,  the  grandfather  of  Cornelius 
Lesher,  was  born  March  12,  1782,  and  died  March 
12,  1844,  aged  sixty-two  years.  Upon  settling 
in  Xorthumberland  county  he  made  his  home  in 
Stone  Valley,  owning  the  farm  which  is  now  the 
property  of  Elias  Philips,  which  was  and  is  still 
considered  the  best  farm  in  the  township.  He 
erected  buildings  on  that  place.  He  was  prosper- 
ous, and  also  owned  an  adjoining  farm,  his  hold- 
ings comprising  fully  three  hundred  acres,  so  that 
he  was  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  bis  time.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Association  and 
he  and  Frederick  Bohner  were  the  first  of  that 
denomination  in  the  township  and.instrmnental  in 
the  establishment  of  Troutman's  Church  and 
Bohner’s  cemetery.  The  United  Evangelical 
Church  there  now  numbers  fully  one  hundred  mem- 
bers. Mr.  Lesher  was  a devout  Christian  and  a 
well  known  exhorter.  He  was  twice  married,  and 
the  children  born  to  his  first  marriage  were: 
George,  John,  Henry,  Jacob,  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Mrs.  John  Troutman).  His  second  wife,  Maria 
(Smith),  was  born  Aug.  12,  1799,  and  died  Jan. 
11,  1877.  She  and  Mr.  Lesher  are  buried  in  the 
Uniontown  cemetery.  Their  children  were : Har- 

riet (Mrs.  eTohn  Troutman),  Isaac  (born  Jan.  1, 
1832),  Daniel,  Elias,  Jonas,  Mary  ( Dlrs.  Charles 
Snyder)  and  Elizabeth  (died  unmarried). 

John  Lesher,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  March 
11,  1810,  in  Stone  Valley,  Jordan  township,  and 
died  X’ov.  9,  1884.  His  wife,  Polly  (Troutman), 
daughter  of  Jacob  Troutman,  was  born  June  10, 
1814,  and  died  Oct.  4,  1893.  They  were  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Association  and  faithful  in  their 
attendance  at  public  worship.  They  are  buried  in 
the  Uniontown  cemetery.  Mr.  Lesher  followed 
farming,  owning  a seventy- five-acre  farm  (now  the 
property  of  David  Leitzel)  near  Hebe,  where  he 
reared  his  large  family.  Twelve  children  were 
born  to  him  and  his  wife ; One  daughter,  Sarah, 
died  young;  Carolina  married  Jesse  Schadel ; one 
daughter  married  Simon  Eiegel  and  (second) 
Adam  Bohner;  Annie  married  Henry  Schadel; 
Cornelius  is  mentioned  below;  Magdalena  married 
Samuel  Masser;  one  daugliter  married  Moses  Mas- 
ser,  cousin  of  Samuel  IMasser;  Cassie  married  Joel 
Strohecker;  John  is  a resident  of  Dauphin  county. 
Pa.;  Samuel  is  deceased;  Jacob  lives  at  Trevor- 
ton.  Pa. ; George  L.  is  mentioned  below. 

Cornelius  Lesher  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof,  working  for  his  father  until  he  attained  his 
majority.  After  following  the  carpenter's  trade 
for  two  years  he  commenced  fanning  as  a tenant 
in  Jordan  township,  and  he  has  been  engaged  in 
agricultural  [uirsuits  on  his  own  account  for  nearly 
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forty  yoars.  In  Lower  Malianoy  towiisliip  lie 
■owned  a farm  of  eighty  acres  which  he  farmed  for 
three  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  selling  it  to 
(lilhert  Troutman,  and  for  the  next  two  years 
again  farming  as  a tenant.  He  then  bought  a 
farm  of  100  acres,  the  old  homestead  of  Heinrich 
Troutman,  who  was  the  father  of  Jacob  and  grand- 
father of  John  Troutman,  and  there  he  lived  and 
worked  for  twenty-eight  years,  finally  disposing 
of  the  place  to  Samuel  E.  I’eed.  Mr.  Lesher  has 
always  been  considered  one  of  the  thrifty  and  in- 
telligent farmers  of  Jordan  township,  and  he  has 
a complete  farm  stock,  believing  in  working  to  the 
liest  advantage  if  the  best  results  are  to  he  expected. 
Physically  he  is  short  and  well  set,  capable  of  do- 
ing a good  day's  work,  and  by  industry  and  good 
management  has  attained  a creditable  position  in 
his  community.  He  has  served  his  township  effi- 
ciently as  treasurer  and  overseer  of  the  poor,  is  a 
Kepublican  in  political  connection,  and  is  a leading 
member  of  the  United  Evangelical  Church  at  Un- 
iontown,  to  which  his  family  also  belong.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  served  as  church  trustee  and 
he  was  a class  leader  for  six  years. 

In  December,  I8l)3,  IMr.  Lesher  married  Polly 
Lease,  who  was  born  Jan.  1,  1841,  daughter  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Troutman)  Lease,  of  IMaha- 
noy.  Pa.,  and  died  Feb.  •20.  1868.  She  is  buried  in 
the  TJniontown  cemetery.  Of  the  three  children 
born  to  this  union  two  are  decease<l,  the  survivor 
being  Lizzie,  wife  of  David  Eister,  a farmer  ; they 
live  near  IMahanoy.  In  I860  Mr.  Lesher  married 
(second)  Carolina  Troutman,  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Rebecca  (Bolmer)  Troutman,  and  they  have 
had  four  children:  Daniel,  who  lives  at  home; 

Ida,  Mrs.  John  Schmeltz;  Wilson,  of  Jordan  town- 
ship ; and  Irwin,  at  home. 

Georoe  L.  Lesher.  younger  brother  of  Cornelius 
Lesher,  is  a farmer  in  Jordan  township,  where  he 
was  born  Aug.  15,  185!).  He  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  which  he  has  always  followed.  Working  for 
his  parents  until  .he  reached  young  manhood,  he 
hired  out  to  others  for  a time,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1886 'began  farming  on  his  own  account,  in  Jor- 
dan township.  'He  had  a farm  of  106  acres  which 
he  sold  in  the  fall  of  1909,  in  the  spring  of  1910 
moving  to  his  present  ])lace.  In  Septendier.  1885, 
he  married  Kate  Troutman,  daughter  of  George 
W.  and  Elizal)cth  ( Rothermel)  Troutman,  and 
they  have  had  six  children,  two  of  whom  died  un- 
named. The  others  were;  Joy,  who  died  ageil 
four  years;  S.  Edyar,  who  died  aged  nine  years; 
Xorman,  and  Beulah.  Mr.  Lesher  and  his  family 
attend  the  United  Evangelical  Church.  He  is  a 
Ilepublican  in  politics. 

WILSOX  O.  GEIS'r.  of  Herndon,  proprietor 
and  .owner  of  the  “Herndon  House,”  and  agent  for 
farm  machinery,  is  a man  widely  known  in  and 
around  that  borough,  and  the  familv  has  been  well 


known  in  this  end  of  X’orthumberland  county  for 
several  generations.  In  18’28  one  John  Geist  was  a 
trustee  of  the  Reformed  congregation  at  the  old 
established  Himmel  Church,  in  Washington  town- 
ship; with  which  the  Geists  have  been  prominently 
identified  down  to  the  present  day.  When  St. 
John's  Lutheran  and  Reformetl  Church,  of  Copper 
Mahanoy  township,  was  organized  in  1853,  Peter 
Geist  was  one  of  the  first  trustees. 

Abraham  Geist,  grandfather  of  Wilson  0.  Geist, 
was  born  March  ‘^O,  1813,  in  Upper  Mahanoy  town- 
ship, and  was  not  only  a successful  farmer  but 
also  an  enterprising  business  man,  Ijeing  one  of  the 
first  dealers  in  live  stock  in  his  district.  He  had 
tlie  best  farm  in  the  township,  a place  of  160  acres. 
He  died  Aug.  ‘28,  1883,  and  is  buried  at  Himmel's 
Church,  as  is  also  his  wife,  Elizabeth  (Hepler), 
who  was  born  June  10,  1813,  and  died  July  14, 
1888.  She  was  a large  and  powerful  woman,  weigh- 
ing nearly  three  hundred  pounds.  Besides  John 
II.  Geist  they  had  children  as  follows : Christian 

(daughter),  born  in  1834,  who  died  in  1835; 
Frank;  William;  Samuel;  Lizzie,  who  married 
Alexander  Gonser  and  lives  at  Lewisburg;  William 
(2)  ; Lydia,  who  married  Daniel  Swartz  and  lived 
at  Urban,  Pa.  ; Hettie,  who  married  Jacob  Snyder 
(they  are  buried  at  Leek  Kill  Church)  ; and  Polly, 
who  married  Michael  Powell  and  (second)  a Mr. 
Shoemaker. 

John  H.  Geist,  son  of  Abraham,  lived  for  a num- 
ber of  years  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  best  known  residents  in  his  day. 
He  was  a most  enterprising  business  man,  a.  mer- 
chant, huckster,  butclier,  hotel-keeper  and  farmer, 
owned  Leek  Kill  and  several  large  farms  there,  was 
postmaster  at  Leek  Kill,  and  in  every  way  the  lead- 
ing spirit  of  the  place.  For  ten  years  before  his 
death  he  conducted  the  “Central  Hou.se'’  at  Wil- 
liamstown.  Dauphin  county,  and  his  son  John  has 
succeeded  him  as  proprietor  of  this  place.  He 
died  there  in  190.5,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years." 
His  widow,  Harriet  (Beisel),  is  still  living  at  Wil- 
liamstown.  They  had  children;  Wilson  0.,  Wil- 
liam B.,  Anson,  Charles,  James,  Martin,  Johiioind 
Laura  ( marrietl  to  George  Troutman  and  living  in 
Snyder  county). 

Wilson  0.  Geist.  son  of  John  H.  and  Harriet 
(Beisel)  Geist,  was  bom  Sept.  14.  1861,  in  U’pper 
Mahanoy  township,  this  county,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life.  But  (le  began  his  business  training 
early,  assisting  his  father  in  the  store  and  hotel, 
and  running  a huckster  team  for  iiini,  collecting 
produce  and  poultry.  Continuing  thus  until  he 
had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  he  then 
began  business  on  his  own  account,  having  a bot- 
tling establishment  at  Herndon.  Afterward  he 
embarked  in  the  livery  business,  and  in  1898  ho  be- 
came proprietor  of  the  “Herndon  House,”  pur- 
chasing the  property  in  the  year  190T.  This  is  the 
oldest  established  hotel  in  the  town  and  a relic  of 
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the  early  dayS;,  the  building  itself  being  the  oldest 
in  Herndon.  Tt  was  built  by  Peter  and  Henry 
Ziegler,  and  during  tbe  construction  of  the  North- 
ern Central  railroad  to  Sunbury  and  Williamsport 
served  as  headquarters.  It  is  on  the  main  road  to 
Pottsville,  what  is  known  as  the  old  stage  route 
road,  and  was  the  stopping  place  for  the  bid-time 
stage  coaches  which  ran  between  Lewistown  and 
Pottsville.  Mr.  Geist  has  a first-class  livery  at- 
tached to  the  hotel,  and  also  deals  in  horses.  He  is 
district  agent  for  the  Osborn  Machine  Company, 
selling  all  kinds  of  farm  implements,  and  in  the 
pursuit  of  his  various  interests  has  become  very 
well  known  and  popular  among  his  associates.  He 
does  a thriving  business  in  all  these  lines,  and  is 
a natural-born  hotel  proprietor,  understanding  the 
wants  of  his  guests  and  looking  out  for  their  com- 
fort in  every  way.  He  is  a member  of  Herndon 
Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  132. 

In  1882  Mr.  Geist  married  Sevilla  J.  Upde- 
graff,  daughter  of  Jacob  Updegraff,  of  Valley  View, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.  They  have  four  children:  Har- 
vey, married  to  Laura  Lahr;  Irwin,  who  is  at 
home;  Carrie,  wife  of  John  Borrell:  and  Hattie,  at 
home. 

JACOB  B.  GETTER,  an  old  resident  of  Sham- 
okin,  where  he  is  well  known  in  various  connec- 
tions— as  a Civil  war  veteran,  charter  member  of 
the  Independent  Fire  Company  and  one  of  the 
first  mail  carriers  in  the  city,  has  had  his  home 
there  since  1819.  He  was  born  April  15,  1839,  at 
Northumberland,  Northumberland  county,  son  of 
Peter  Getter.  His  grandfather  lived  and  died  in 
Northampton  county,  this  State. 

Peter  Getter,  born  May  10,  1816,  was  a tailor, 
and  followed  his  trade  in  Northumberland  county, 
where  he  made  his  home  for  many  years,  living  in 
Northumberland,  Sunbury  and  Shamokin,  re- 
spectively. He  settled  in  the  last  named  place  in 
1849,  and  died  there  Dec.  21,  1884,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years,  seven  months,  eleven  days.  IMr.  Get- 
ter was  originally  a Democrat  in  politics,  but  went 
over  to  tbe  new  Republican  party.  He  married 
Sarah  Beck,  born  Feb.  10,  1816,  died  x^pril  IT, 
1894,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  two  montlis,  seven 
days,  daughter  of  Jacob  Beck,  of  Northumberland 
bounty.  To  them  were  born  eleven  children;  Ja- 
cob B.,  James,  Edwin,  Susanna  (widow  of  Theo- 
dore Jones).  Edgar,  Eliza,  Florence,  Eva  (wife 
of  Hugh  Coulton),  Clara  (widow  of  Robert 
Gorre),  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.' 

Jacob  B.  Getter  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Sunbury.  He  came  to  Shamokin  with  his  father 
in  1849,  and  here  enlisted,  April  22,  1861,  from 
Shamokin,  for  three  months,  in  Company  A,  8th 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  being  at  once  made  corpor- 
al. At  the  end  of  the  three  months  he  returned 
home,  but  remained  only  sixteen  days,  when  he 
again  enlisted,  for  three  years’  service,  in  Company 


K,  46th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, serving  first  as  second  lieutenant  and  on 
March  18,  1864,  being  appointed  first  lieutenant. 
This  office  he  held  until  his  discharge,  when  he  re- 
turned home  to  remain  about  five  months,  at  the 
end  of  that  period  going  to  Philadelphia  and  en- 
listing in  Company  D,  2d  Pennsylvania  Provi- 
sional Cavalry;  he  was  mustered  out  after  a service 
of  unusual  length  and  severity  in  September,  1865, 
at  Louisville,  Ky.  Mr.  Getter  saw  much  active 
service,  and  was  wounded  in  the  left  knee  at 
Chancellorsville  and  in'  the  right  leg  at  Dallas,  Ga. 
He  took  active  part  in  all  the  movements  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  After  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg the  11th  and  12th  Corps  went  \Yest,  remain- 
ing in  the  Southwest  under  c-oininand  of  General 
Hooker,  and  took  part  in  Sherman’s  march  to  the 
sea.  Mr.  Getter  tells  many  interesting  stories  of 
the  Civil  war. 

Upon  his  return  to  Shamokin  after  his  army 
service  l\Ir.  Getter  commenced  mining,  which  he 
followed  for  many  years,  beginning  with  the  Sham- 
okin Coal  Company,  in  whose  employ  he  remained 
for  two  seasons.  When  the  free  delivery  system 
w'as  put  in  operation  at  Shamokin  he  was  one  of 
the  first  mail  carriers  appointed,  and  served  seven 
and  a half  years,  resigning  in  1898.  He  is  now 
living  retired,  making  his  home  at  No.  140  East 
Sunbury  street. 

Mr.  Getter  is  a prominent  man  in  local  G.  A.  R. 
circles,  having  been  long  a member  of  Lincoln 
Post,  No.  14f),  of  Shamokin,  of  which  he  has 
been  commander.  He  was  a charter  member  of 
tbe  Independent  Fire  Company  of  the  city.  He  is 
a Republican  in  politic.*,  and  a Methodist  in  re- 
ligious connection. 

On  Feb.  25,  1864,  IMr.  Getter  was  married  to 
Thursa  Rhoads,  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza 
(Gordon)  Rhoads,  and  she  died  May  1,  18T4.  His 
second  marriage,  Nov.  25,  18T4,  M-as  to  Lavina  D. 
Yocum,  daughter  of  James  and  Eliza  Yocum,  of 
Ralpho  township,  and  his  third  marriage,  Dec.  14, 
1899,  was  to  Mary  W.  Young,  who  suiwives.  His 
children  were  all  liorn  to  the  first  marriage,  viz.  r 
Harry  H.  resides  at  No.  2448  North  Thirtieth 
street,  Philadelphia;  William  E.  is  deceased;  Sar- 
ah married  Edward  Dl.  Seitzinger,  of  Shamokin, 
and  they  have  children,  Thursa,  Lavina  and  Har- 
riet. 

^Irs.  Jacob  R.  Getter  is  a granddaughter  of  Rev. 
John  Wolverton,  who  was  a Baptist  minister  of 
Northumberland  county.  Her  father,  Isaac  Wol- 
verton, was  a merchant  for  several  years  and  later 
became  a farmer  in  vShamokin  township,  where  be 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years.  He  married 
Anna  Yastine,  daughter  of  Benjamin  L.  Yastine, 
and  their  children  were:  John,  Benjamin.  Jon- 
athan, Eliza,  Mary  (Mrs.  Getter)  and  Lewis,  all 
of  whom  are  deceaseil  e.xcept  Mrs.  Getter.  Dlrs. 
Getter  was  born  in  Shamokin  township  July  5, 
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1828.  She  married  (first)  Jacob  YYimer  Young 
and  (second)  Jacob  B.  Getter.  By  her  first  mar- 
riage she  had  two. children,  Xora  A.  and  Harry 
L.  Young. 

BEXJAMIX  F.  TROUTMAX,  proprietor  of 
the  Opera  Plouse  Cafe  at  Shamokin,  has  been  doing 
business  at  his  present  location  on  Independence 
street  since  1895,  and  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
■men  in  his  line  in  the  borough.  He  is  widely  ac- 
quainted among  the  business  men  and  citizens 
generally.  Mr.  Troutman  was  born  in  the  i\Ia- 
hantango  Valley,  in  Schnylkill  county,  Pa.,  July 
14,  1865,  son  of  James  B.  Troutman,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  an  old  family  of  Berks  cotmty,  being  a 
grandson  of  Abraham  or  Peter  Troutman. 

The  Troutman  family  of  western  Berks  county 
had  settled  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  county, 
in  1752,  in  Tulpehocken  township,  where  Hier- 
onimus  Troutman  on  Oct.  13,  1752,  obtained  twm 
warrants,  each  for  twent3'-five  acres  of  land  lo- 
cated in  that  part  of  Lancaster  county  now  em- 
braced in  Lebanon  county.  On  March  23,  1802,  he 
and  Abraham  Troutman  (a  relative)  jointly  ob- 
tained a warrant  for  152.80  acres  of  land  in  Xorth- 
umberland  county.  The  records  show  that  at  this 
time  he  was  a taxable  in  Tulpehocken  township, 
Berks  county,  the  Pennsylvania  Archives  recording 
the  following  in  1768:  ‘"‘Peter  Troutman,  eighty 
acres  of  land  in  Tulpehocken ; Philip  Troutman, 
100  acres;  Valentine  Troutman,  six  acres;  and 
Michael  Troutman,  2174  acres.”  Previously,  in 
1759,  one  John  Troutman  paid  eleven  pounds  tax 
in  Tulpehocken  township.  In  1779  the  tax  lists 
show : “Valentine,  single-man ; J ohn,  single-man 

and  tailor,  and  Peter,  w'eaver.”  In  1779  Michael 
Troutman  owned  275  acres  of  land,  six  horses,  six 
cattle,  and  paid  seven  pounds,  thirteen  shillings 
tax,  showing,  that  he  was  a large  property  owner. 
It  is  traditional,  and  records  confirm  it,  that  Hier- 
onimus  Troutman  had  these  sons : Michael,  born 

Nov.  8,  1746,  died  Xov.  1,  1804;  Valentine,  born 
June  17,  1752,  died  April  19,  1823 ; Johannes,  born 
Feb.  4,  1755,  died  Doc.  2,  1823  ; Johann  Philip, 
born  Aug.  9,  1758,  died  Feb.  23,  1830. 

Michael  Troutman,  the  eldest  of  this  family, 
made  his  will  Aug.  3,  1804,  and  died  about  three 
months  later.  In  the  will  he  mentions  his  wife 
Susanna,  who  was  to  receive  the  property  in  Tul- 
pehocken township  on  wliich  they  lived,  besides 
other  items.  Ample  provision  was  made  for  her. 
They  had  no  issue.  After  leaving  a bequest  to  Host 
Church  of  twenty  pounds,  to  care  for  his  grave, 
Michael  Troutman  divided  the  rest  of  his  estate 
among  his  brothers,  whom  he  mentioned  thus ; 
Valentine,  John  who  had  a son  Michael,  and 
Philip. 

Valentine  Troutman  served  during  the  Revolu- 
tion in  September,  1776,  in  Capt.  iMiehael  Fnrrer's 
company,  and  was  sent  to  I.ong  Island.  He  mar- 


ried, and  among  his  children  was  a daughter,  Eva 
Elizabeth,  who  was  born  in  1785  and  died  unmar- 
ried in  1804. 

Philip  Troutman  married  Magdalena,  a born 
Troutman,  possibly  a descendant  of  Abraham,  who 
was  a relative  of  Hieronimns.  She  was  born  Feb. 
16,  1753,  and  died  Dec.  29,  1834. 

All  of  the  above  Troutmans  are  buried  at  Host 
church,  in  the  old  graveyard  adjoining  it  on  the 
southwest.  IMany  of  the  gravestones  are  brown 
sandstones.  Immediately  back  of  the  church  is  an 
old  sandstone  on  which  appears  the  following  in- 
scription ; 

“Eva  Elizabeth  Troutman  Sei  ist  gaboren  den  6 
Januar,  im  yahr  1716,  und  starb  am  1 Januar  in 
yahr  1794.  Bracht  ehr  alter  zu  78  yahr,  4 monat, 
und  3 tag.”  Tins  possibly  was  the  wife  of  the 
ancestor  Hieronimns  Troutman,  and  the  mother 
of  the  sons  before  mentioned. 

Johannes  Troutman,  son  of  the  ancestor,  was 
born  in  1755  and  died  in  1823.  He  was  married 
(first)  May  13,  1787,  to  Maria  Elizabeth  Hotfman, 
and  (second)  to  Sybilla  Himmelberger,  who  was 
born  Jan.  7,  1774,  and  died  Xov.  29,  1858.  Among 
his  children  were;  Michael,  born  Aug.  2,  1787, 
died  July  19,  1840;  John  Jacob,  born  May  18, 
1791,  died  March  6,  1862;  Elizabeth,  born  in  1796, 
died  in  1866. 


The  grandfather  of  Benjamin  F.  Troutman,  of 
Shamokin,  owmed  a farm  in  the  IMahantango  Val- 
ley, along  the  creek  of  that  name,  near  Uniontown, 
in  Dauphin  county,  and  there  followed  farming  un- 
til his  death.  His  family  consisted  of  seven  chil- 
dren, viz. ; Daniel,  who  was  killed  in  1882  by  two 
Rumberger  brothers  who  wanted  to  rob  him  of  his 
money,  and  who  were  hanged  for  the  crime  at  Har- 
risburg; Elias,  who  took  the  homestead  in  the  val- 
ley; James  B. ; Josiah,  wdio  served  in  the  Civil 
war,  enlisting  twice;  and  three  daughters. 

James  B.  Troutman  -was  born  on  the  homestead 
in  Dauphin  county  in  1821  and  died  at  Kratztown 
Sept.  26,  1894,  aged  seventy-three  vears,  one 
month,  eighteen  days.  He  is  buried  at  St.  David's 
church  in  Xorthuml)erland  county.  He  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade  and  also  owned  a farm  near  the 
homestead,  where  he  operated  a sawmill  and  during 
the  winter  followed  the  butchering  business,  at  the 
time  the  IMolly  4[a, entires  were  in  this  section.  His 
wife,  Sarah  (Seitzel)  . died  in  1873.  Their  children 
were  as  follows:  Uriah;  David  L. ; Benjamin  F. ; 
41arv',  wife  of  Tobias  Wiest,  living  at  Herndon; 
Malinda,  wife  of  Benjamin  Yeager  (l)oth  de- 
ceased) ; Sarah  Ellen,  deceased;  Syvilla,  who  mar- 
ried Isaac  Daniels ; and  Catharine,  who  married 
Christ  Cleninstinc  and  lives  at  Tremont,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Benjamin  F.  Troutman  attended  the  schools  in 
the  neighborhood  of  hi«  birthplace  and  assisted 
his  father  with  the  farm  work  until  he  was  eighteen 
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years  old,  when  he  comiuenced  to  learn  the  car- 
penter's trade,  following  it  for  six  years.  He  then 
engaged  in  thc-hotel  business,  and  since  1895  has 
conducted  the  Opera  House  Cafe  on  Independence 
street,  in  the  borough  of  Shainokin,  a well  known 
and  w’ell  patronized  business  stand,  which  under 
his  management  has  held  its  sliare  of  the  local  pat- 
ronage. He  has  ))uilt  up  his  l)usiness  by  the  most 
approved  methods  and  is  considered  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  Shamokin.  He  has  represented 
the  Xinth  ward  on  the  school  hoard  since  1903,  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  F.  0.  E.,  local  Xest  of 
Owls,  P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  Liberty  Fire  Company  and 
Shamokin  x\uto  Club.  He  is  a Eepublican  in 
political  faith,  and  in  religion  a member  of  the 
Eeformed  Church,  belonging  to  St.  John's  con- 
gregation. 

On  Jan.'S,  1893,  Mr.  Troutman  married  Helen 
F.  Bennage,  daughter  of  William  Bennage,  of  Un- 
ion county.  Pa.,  and  they  have  four  children : Flor- 
ence May,  Marion  II.,  Charles  Frederick  and  Wil- 
liam L. 

Simon  Bennech,  from  whom  IMrs.  Troutman 
traces  her  descent  in  the  paternal  line,  was  thir- 
teen years  old  when  he  arrived  in  America  with 
his  family  in  1732.  'His  father  died  on  the  voy- 
age to  America.  He  settled  in  Heidelberg  town- 
ship, Berks  county,  where  he  died  in  1757,  leaving 
a family.  The  family  is  of  French  Huguenot  or- 
igin and  the  name  a notable  one  in  the  annals  of 
the  Huguenots.  The  members  of  the  family  were 
scattered  by  ])ersecution  into  Switzerland,  the 
Palatinate  and  England. 

I* 

WEAYEE..  The  Weavers  are  well  known  in' 
their  long  connection  with  work  in  the  collieries  of 
Shamokin,  and  the  three  brothers  particularly  men- 
tioned in  this  article,  William  H.,  Peter  M.  and 
John  A.  Weaver,  employed  respectively  at  the 
Cameron,  Luke  Fidler  and  Bear  Yalley  collieries, 
are  respected  citizens  of  that  borough.  They  are 
members  of  an  old  family  of  X’orthurnberland 
county,  of  German  origin,  whoso  first  ancestor  in 
this  country  was  Michael  Weaver,  a native  of  Wur- 
temberg.  Michael  Weaver  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try in  1769.  His  lirst  settlement  was  in  Berks 
county,  Pa.,  where  he  remained  only  a short  time, 
however,  coming  to  X'orthumberland  county  in 
1770  and  locating  near  Liberty  Pole,  in  Eush  town- 
ship. He  took  up  a lanje  tract  of  land  on  wiiicli 
he  lived  to  the  end  of  Ids  days,  dying  there  in  ISol ; 
he  was  buried  on  his  farm.  During  the  Eovolu- 
tionary  war  he  sipiported  the  Colonial  cause  and 
served  in  the  army  .seven  years.  He  had  married 
in  Germany  and  had  a family  of  thirteen  children, 
among  whom  were  Martin  and  Frederick. 

iMartin  Weaver,  fourth  son  of  Michael,  was  born 
in  Eush  township  in  1770  and  died  in  1841.  He 
was  twice  married,  and  by  hi^  fir-f  union,  to  a 
'Miss  Hirsli,  of  Eush  to\\nslii|i,  had  three  children: 


Joseph,  who  died  at  Shamokin:  Catharine,  v.ho 
married  Enoch  Howell;  and  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried John  Yarned.  To  the  second  marriage  were 
])orn  five  children:  Mary,  who  married  Daniel 

Evert;  Eehecca,  wh.o  married  Daniel  Eote;  Wil- 
liam M. ; Eosetta ; and  Solomon,  of  Sunbury. 

Frederick  Weaver,  the  other  son  of  Michael 
mentioned  previously,  was  born  in  Eush  township 
and  there  passed  all  his  life,  engaged  in  farming. 
He  served  in  the  war  of  1812.  He  married  Cath- 
arine Bockire,  who  died  in  1844,  and  his  death  oc- 
curred in  1854.  He  is  buried  at  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  Eush  township.  Their  children  were  as 
follows:  Henry;  IMartin,  who  married  Eebecca 

Xoaker  and  died  in  Eush  township  (they  had  two 
children)  ; Philip,  who  married  Mary  Hoffman  and 
died  in  Eush  township ; Eebecca,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; S.aliie,  who  married  Levi  Miller  ; Catharine, 
who  married  Samuel  Gillinger ; iMary,  who  died 
at  Sunbury  in  1909,  aged  eighty-three  years;  and 
Peter. 

Henry  Weaver,  son  of  Frederick,  was  born  in 
Eush  township  and  followed  farming  there.  iMov- 
ing  to  IMuncy,  Lveoming  Co.,  Pa.,  he  there  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business,  which  lie  later  carried 
on  at  Danville.  His  next  location  was  at  Trev- 
orton,  the  site  of  which  was  then  a farm,  the 
buildings  consisting  of  one  log  house  and  three 
old  frame  houses.  He  kept  the  first  place  of  pub- 
lic entertainment  there,  remaining  at  Trevorton 
until  his  death.  He  rvas  a prominent  man  of  his 
day  in  that  section  and  one  of  the  most  interested 
worker's  in  the  establishment  of  the  town,  getting 
up  the  dinner  to  yiromote  the  sale  of  town  lots. 

Mr.  Weaver  married  Catharine  Ephlin,  daughter 
of  Peter  Ephlin.  of  Eush.  township,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  six  children : Larissa,  born 

June  15,  1831.  now  the  widow  of  Eichard  Brace, 
came  with  her  father  to  Trevorton.  was  the  first 
school  teacher  there,  and  is  now  the  oldest  resi- 
dent of  the  place ; Lorenzo  Dow  is  mentioned  be- 
low ; Lyman  died  unmarried ; Elizabeth  married 
S.  B.  Ludlow;  Ellen  B.  died  unmarried;  Alice 
married  Jesse  Metz  and  they  reside  at  Trevorton. 

Lorenzo  Dow  Weaver  was  born  in  1833  near 
Muncy,  Pa.,  and  came  to  Shamokin,  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  in  1878.  His  earlier  years  were  passed 
at  Trevorton.  and  he  followed  railroading  many 
years,  his  run  being  lietween  his  home  place  and 
Baltimore.  Alter  settling  in  Shamokin  he  became 
a breaker  boss  at  the  Bear  I'alley  colliery,  hohling 
this  position  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Julv 
15.  1894.  in  his  sixty-second  year.  He  was  well 
known  in  Shamokin  and  iiighly  respected.  In  1853 
he  married  iMatilda  iletz.  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Eel)ccca  (Barndt)  iMetz,  and  she  made  her  home 
in  Shamokin  with  her  son  IVilliam  H..  where  she 
died  April  11.  19in.  The  following  children  were 
liorn  to  this  union:  William  Henry,  Peter  !M., 

Hannibal  II.,  John  A.,  l.yman  F.,  de.'Se  G.,  Thom- 


■•Ll.  ,i^lo  IfJfi'jV 

.■•rt  1 "'r'ifivq 

i;i 

' " I ; i-'i'tisj.bivo'} 

'i  i:'i 

• '■viiiii  r.'.y/'  hnH 

li  •jffjlll'l  y.ifl 

: . , li-  /. 

' i I'xiuloni 

. /'t. 

it.'jitrkrtJ 

v-!'T  .••rfiv.'t.,  ttui 
fwas 
. .f  l 

: : .i:-  ; r 

>:a'  ' , f,:  -nat 

^ ’:-'  v br(i;  ^.Ujjit 

1 -'  ' / f 1 1 f * I I, 


■ K’,.i  •; 

[r  c! 

V. 

/jk!'  h'A 

' 'N  J - I • ' ; I'!  ■ I ('  t J 

'■  / . f.i.  ' ^iu!l 
i /;  i/l  ' 

' ■:•[•...  '.fit 

(•'r  . i;''i  , .'"tniro!) 

r:'y  > vo'-varb 

O/il 

' '.7iM  oj  Jt'jv {(,;»({ 

i’-vlKlI  ricv  f)d  • 

V ‘t-.A  ,'ii:;.toi) 

, .I'i  :;i  h’vn'ia 
; ;")UH"y*T}  Hf, 
111'.:!"// 

.■  ■I'l  r:jt'-(.i,K 

(ItiuH  ilt 

:,0  , 


XOrtTHUMBEKLAXD  COUXTY,  PEXXSYLVAXIA 


819 


as  E.^  Charles  A.,  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Joseph  A. 
Kline,  of  Trevorton),  Mary  A.,  and  Ellen  E.  (wife 
of  William  Woolridge). 

Willia:m  H.  Weavek,  assistant  superintendent 
at  the  Cameiw  colliery,  Shamokin,  was  horn  Oct. 
23,  18-56,  at  Trevorton,  Xorthumberland  county, 
son  of  Lorenzo  Dow  Weaver.  lie  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  sciiools  of  his  native  place, 
and  when  a young  man  began  work  in  the  mines 
as  a slate  picker  at  the  breakers.  In  time  he  began 
to  work  as  fireman  at  stationary  engines,  being 
thus  engaged  for  six  years,  when  he  became  a sta- 
tionary engineer.  He  rvas  employed  in  that  ca- 
pacit}'  at  the  mines  for  fifteen  years.  For  two 
years  afterward  he  was  assistant  foreman  at  the 
Cameron  colliery.  IMr.  Weaver's  next  position 
was  that  of  outside  foreman,  which  he  held 
for  four  years  and  six  months,  in  January,  1908, 
assuming  the  duties  of  his  present  position,  that 
■ of  assistant  superintendent  at  the  same  colliery. 
His  long  retention  at  the  same  colliery  bespeaks 
the  excellence  and  value  of  his  services. 

On  July  31,  1881,  Mr.  Weaver  married  Florence 
L.  l\IcGiness,  daughter  of  James  P.  and  Mary 
A.  (Jones)  McGiness,  the  former  of  whom  was  a 
pion,eer  coal  operator  in  Schuylkill  county.  Six 
children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  John  E. 

(married  Mary  ScovackL  Ecbecca  (died  in  in- 
fancy). Lydia  (wife  of  Howard  D.  IMoore,  whose 
children  are  Margaret  A.,  Florence  L.  and  Howard 
D.,  Jr.).  AVilliam  H.,  Jr.,  Stephen  J.  and  Dan- 
iel  D.  ' 

Mr.  Weaver  ha^  been  active  in  religious  work  as 
a nieml)er  of  the  Chestnut  Street  Methodist 
Church,  which  he  has  served  as  steward,  trustee 
and  Sunday  school  superintendent,  also  taking 
a prominent  part  in  the  EpAvorth  League. 

Peter  M.  Weaver,  son  of  Lorenzo  Dow  Weaver, 
was  born  Oct.  31,  1858,  at  Trevorton,  Xorthum- 
berland county,  and  there  attended  the  public 
schools.  He  Avas  only  eight  and  a half  years  old 
when  he  commenced  picking  slate  at  the  breaker 
during  the  summers,  continuing  his  education  in 
the  Avinter  months.  Later  he  tended  door  in  the 
mines  and  then  learned  engineering,  at  which  he 
was  chiefly  engaged  about  the  mines,  though  he 
was  engaged  as  a regrular  miner  for  five  years,  do- 
ing tunnel  Avork  and  mining.  In  1901  he  became 
breaker  foreman  at  the  Luke  Fidler  colliery,  at 
Shamokin,  Avhicli  position  he  has  filled  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  Mr.  Weaver  has  one  hundred  men  and 
boys  in  his  charge,  and  he  has  ])roved  a responsible 
man  for  the  Avork  assigned  him,  having  a high  rep- 
utation for  faithful  and  intelligent  Avork. 

On  Oct.  16,  1880,  Mr.  Weaver  married  Cath- 
arine Shuev,  daughter  of  Christian  and  Marv 
(M  iller)  Shuev,  and  to  them  liaA'c  been  born 
fourteen  children,  nine  of  Avhom  survive,  namely: 
Josejdi  A.  (married  Lizzie  iMauror),  Annie  S., 
Charlotte  iM.,  Emma  C.,  Chai'lc'i  A.,  George  D., 


Jesse  W.,  Florence  1\[.  and  Tliomas.  Eugene 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Weaver  has  done  Ids  share  in  promoting  the 
Avelfare  of  the  community  and  is  Avell  knoAvn  in 
varioiu  capacitie.s,  having  served  as  a member  of 
the  board  of  school  directors  of  Coal  township, 
and  as  treasurer  of  that  hoard.  He  is  a Eepub- 
lican  in  politics  and  Avas  coivmdtteeman  of  his  dis- 
trict three  years.  Fraternally  he  has  belonged  to 
the  I.  0.  0.  F.  since  1877,  is  treasurer  of  the 
Temple  Association  of  the  I.  0.  D.  F.  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  Club.  He  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Church. 

Jonx  A.  Weaver,  son  ol  Lorenzo  Doav  WeaA-er, 
Avas  iKArn  at  Trevorton,  this  county,  IMarch  5,  1863, 
received  a public  school  education  and  Avhen  old 
enough  found  employment  at  the  mines.  He  fired 
a boiler  one  year  and  for  the  past  twenty-six  years 
has  been  stationary  engineer  at  the  Bear  Valley 
colliery,  Avhere  he  has  been  employed  in  all  for 
the  long  period  of  thirty-three  years,  being  among 
the  oldest  employees  at  the  colliery.  His  long 
service  and  efficient  Avork  make  him  a valued  and 
trusted  man,  and  he  has  the  respect  of  his  em- 
ployers and  felloAv  Avorkers  Avithout  reserve. 

On  Oct.  26,  1883,  Mr.  Weaver  married  Sarah 
Jane  McCollum,  daughter  of  Ephraim  S.  and 
Sarah  Jane  (Alh-ord)  IMcCollum,  and  they  have 
had  a family  of  ten  children,  namely:  Ephraim 

S.  (married  Gertrude  Stahl),  ^linnie  (married 
Francis  Goldman).  Florence  (married  Eay  Dun- 
kelberger),  Tillie  (married  Frank  Gross),  George, 
Edna.  Clarence.  Elsie,  Ethel  (deceased),  and  a son 
that  died  in  infancy.  The  family  reside  at  Xo.  70-1 
West  Pine  street.  Shamokin.  ^Ir.  Weaver  is  a 
Eepublican  in  politics,  a member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and  an  Odd  Fellow  in  fraternal  connec- 
tion. 

JOHX  E.  ALLEX,  superintendent  of  the  silk- 
mills  at  Shamokin  conducted  by  J.  H.  & C.  K. 
Eagle,  has  a responsible  connection  Avith  one  of 
the  important  industries  of  the  borough,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  that  line  of  Avork  practically  all 
his  life — -.CA'cr  since  he  began  to  earn  his  OAvn  liv- 
ing. He  is  a native  of  Paterson,  X.  J.,  born  Oct. 
22,  1872,  sou  of  Peter  Allen,  Avho  Avas  born  in 
England  and  came  to  America  Avhen  a young  man. 
He  located  at  Paterson,  X.  J..  Avi.ere  he  Avas  en- 
gaged in  the  silk  business. 

John  E.  Allen  attended  the  pAil)iic  schools  of  his 
home  district,  and  Avhen  a youth  of  seventeen  be- 
gan to  work  in  a silk  mill,  on  the  floor.  He  Avas 
employed  at  different  mills  Avhile  acquiring  his  ex- 
tensi\e  knoAvledge  of  the  business,  and  in  time 
entered  the  employ  of  Bamford  Brothers,  at  Pater- 
son, as  superintendent,  remaining  Avith  this  Avell 
knoAvn  concern  for  a period  of  eighteen  years.  The 
Bam  fords  have  mills  at  Paterson  and  Belvidere, 
in  Xew  Jei'H.v,  and  at  Wilkes-Barre,  in  Penu.'jyl- 
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vania.  In  April,  1000,  ^Ir.  Allen  came  to  Sha- 
mokin  to  assume  the  duties  of  his  present  position 
at  the  Eagle  mills,  where  he  has  proved  himself 
well  qualified-  for  his  work.  He  is  a self-made 
man,  intelligent,  industrious  and  enterprising,  and 
by  close  application  to  his  calling  has  become  thor- 
oughly versed  in  the  work  in  its  various  branches, 
being  considered  a valuable  employee. 

Mr.  Allen  is  a well  known  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  belonging  to  Warren  Lodge,  No. 
13,  E.  & A.  M.,  of  Belvidere,  X.  J.,  of  whicli  he  is 
a past  master;  to  Shamokin  Chapter,  X'o.  261,  R. 
A.  M. ; Williamsport  Consistory,  thirty-second  de- 
gree; and  to  the  Temple  Club  at  Shamokin.  In 
religious  connection  he  is  a Presbyterian. 

Mr.  Allen  married  Ella  Cole,  of  Belvidere,  X. 
J.,  and  they  have  had  three  children:  Myrta,  Roy 
D.  and  H.  Marion. 

WILLI A^I  ^1.  YOCH,  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful bakers  in  Shamokin,  where  he  is  at  present 
running  three  establishments,  is  a self-made  man, 
having  attained  his  present  substantial  position 
by  hard  work  and  thrift.  His  goods  are  high-grade 
and  recommend  themselves  to  the  best  class  of 
patrons  in  the  borough. 

Mr.  Yoch  was  born  June  10,  1862,  at  Easton, 
Xorthampton  Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  of  German  descent, 
his  father,  Herman  Yoch,  having  been  born  in 
Saxony,  Germany,  in  1829.  He  married  Amelia 
Fischer,  like  himself  a native  of  Saxony,  and  they 
came  to  America  in  1856,  locating  at  Easton,  Pa., 
where  he  followed  his  trade,  that  of  slater,  which 
he  had  learned  thoroughly  in  the  old  country.  In 
1871  he  came  to  Shamokin  and  here  also  worked 
as  a slater,  slating  the  old  St.  Edward’s  and  Polish 
Catholic  churclies.  After  spending  about  twenty 
years  in  the  Western  States  he  returned  to  Sha- 
mokin, where  he  is  now  living  retired  with  his 
son  William.  He  and  his  wife  have  had  children 
as  follows:  Francis,  who  lives  at  Seigfried,  Le- 

high Co.,  Pa. ; ^lary.  Avife  of  Clinton  Kech,  of 
Allentown,  Pa. ; William  M. ; Charles,  residing  in 
California;  and  Herman,  avIio  is  engaged  in  the 
pretzel  business  in  Shamokin. 

William  M.  AYch  came  to  Shamokin  with  his 
parents  and  when  thirteen  years  old  became  an 
apprentice  to  the  bakers  trade.  In  1886  he  went 
to  Richmond,  Va.,  Avhere  he  rvas  in  business  for 
eighteen  months,  at  the  end  of  that  time  return- 
ing to  Shamokin,  where  he  has  since  remained. 
He  began  business  in  the  borough  in  1889,  at  Xo. 
70  Chestnut  street,  where  he  has  since  maintained 
an  establishment,  having  built  an  addition  to  the 
original  place  as  the  demands  of  business  made 
more  room  necessary.  i\Ieantime  he  has  opened 
two  more  stores,  having  one  on  Spmce  street 
and  one  on  Race  street,  and  now  gives  employment 
to  twenty  men  and  runs  four  teams.  He  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  leading  and  successful  busi- 


ness men  in  the  west  end  of  the  borough.  In  hi? 
line  he  is  undoubtedly  the  leader.  His  business 
has  been  built  up  by  honest  values  and  a high  class 
of  bakery  products,  including  bread,  cakes  and 
pies  of  all  kinds,  all  made  of  the  best  materials, 
put  together  by  skilled  tradesmen.  He  still  super- 
vises the  work  personally,  being  just  as  careful  of 
the  good  will  of  his  customers  now  as  he  was  in 
his  struggling  days.  His  equipment  has  been  mod- 
ernized from  time  to  time  to  keep  pace  with  the 
demands  of  his  trade  and  as  improvements  have- 
been  made  in  the  devices  used  in  the  business,  and 
not  many  years  ago  he  put  in  a modern  Vienna 
oven  and  a patent  dough  mixer.  His  business  i? 
the  largest  in  its  line  in  the  Iwrough,  and  his  goods 
have  a wide  reputation  for  being  up  to  the  stand- 
ard in  every  respect. 

Mr.  A'och  has  devoted  practically  all  of  his  time 
to  business,  and  is  not  active  in  politics  or  other 
local  public  matters,  though  he  takes  the  interest 
in  the  rvelfare  of  the  borough  which  every  public- 
spirited  citizen  should  feel.  He  is  fond  of  good 
horses  and  has  several  fine  driving  animals.  In 
religious  connection  he  is  a Lutheran. 

IvIEFFER.  The  Kieffers  or  Keiffers  of  Wash- 
ington township,  X'orthumberland  county,  to  which 
family  Abraham  Kieffer  and  Daniel  M.  Keitfer, 
both  residents  of  that  district,  belong,  have  been 
located  in  this  part  of  Pennsylvania  for  several 
generations.  The  family  is  of  French  origin,  the 
name  in  that  language  being  Sonnellier,  and  they 
moved  from  their  native  France  to  Zweibruecken, 
Germany,  in  the  year  1685,  coming  thence  to  Amer- 
ica in  1732.  One  Abraham  Kietfer  is  buried  in 
Snyder  county,  this  State. 

Abraham  Kieffer,  the  ancestor  of  the  branch  liere 
under  consideration,  was  a natn'e  of  Richmond 
township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  born  March  io,  1751, 
and  coming  to  Xorthumberland  county  settled  in 
Washington  (then  Jackson)  toAViishin,  where  he 
owned  a large  tract  of  land,  300  acres.  It  is  now 
subdivided,  and  owned  by  the  Rebucks  and  Kris- 
singers.  He  followed  farming.  He  died  July  15. 
1832,  and  is  buried  at  the  Himiuel  Church,  of 
which  he  \vas  a member.  There  also  is  the  grave 
of  his  wife  Margaretha,  who  was  born  May  15, 
1758,  and  died  March  6,  1810.  They  had  sons 
John  and  Daniel,  and  several  daughters. 

John  Kieffer,  son  of  Abraham,  aa'us  born  Aug. 
15,  1790,  and  was  a young  man  when  he  came 
from  Berks  county  and  located  in  Washington 
township.  He  was  a lifelong  farmer,  but  he  was 
also  a handy  man  at  mechanical  Avork  and  made 
shoes.  He  Avas  quite  a prominent  citizen  of  his 
district,  serving  in  various  local  offices,  and  Avas 
an  active  member  of  the  Reformed  congregation  of 
the  Himmel  Church,  Avhich  he  served  in  different 
official  capacities.  He  died  Dec.  8,  1880.  He  mar- 
ried iMagdalena  Heim,  daugliter  of  Matthias  Heim, 
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bom  March  13,  1792,  died  Aug.  20,  1864.  Chil- 
dren as  follows  were  born  to  this  union : J onathan 
is  mentioned  below;  John,  bom  Aug.  31,  1829, 
lived  in  Washington  township,  and  died  Jan.  2, 
1864;  George  lived  in  Washington  township;  Peter 
•died  young;  Elizabeth  married  Jacob  Krebs;  Su- 
san married  Henry  Bohner ; Maricha  married  J olin 
Eister;  iMagdalena  married  John  Hepner;  Abra- 
ham is  mentioned  below. 

Jonathan  Keiffer,  son  of  John,  was  bom  on-  the 
farm  now  owned  by  his  son  Daniel  !M.  Keiffer,  and 
followed  farming  practically  all  his  life,  though  in 
Iris  earlier  manhood  he  worked  as  a carpenter  at 
Sunbury.  He  owned  a farm  of  110  acres  in  Wash- 
ington township,  one  mile  south  of  Eebuck,  one 
of  the  best  pieces  of  property  in  that  section,  and 
erected  the  present  set  of  buildings  thereon.  The 
place  is  an  old  Kieffer  homestead.  !Mr.  Keiffer 
died  June  21,  1903,  aged  seventy-six  years,  eight 
months,  twelve  days.  He  was  a progressive  man, 
and  served  his  township  eighteen  years  in  the  office 
of  school  director,  in  that  capacity  helping  to  build 
the  five  schools  now  located  in  the  district.  He 
was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  family 
were  members  of  the  Reformed  congregation  at  the 
Himmel  Church.  He  married  Sarah  A.  Kehres, 
daughter  of  William’  Kehres,  and  she  died  Oct. 
29,  1886,  aged  forty-three  years,  five  months,  elev- 
en days,  the  mother  of  nine  children:  Emanuel, 

who  is  now  in  Nebraska ; William  J.,  who  died 
Aug.  1,  1900,  aged  thirtj'-four  years,  eleven  months, 
eleven  days ; Kate,  married  to  C.  B,  Hetrick ; 
Mary,  widow  of  Freeman  Fertic;  ' Jane,  married 
to  Henry  Schlegel ; Emma,  married  to  Edw.  Boy- 
er; Samuel,  living  in  Washington  township; 
George,  deceased  ; and  Daniel  M.  For  his  second 
wife  Jonathan  Keiffer  married  Louisa  Eausch,  wid- 
ow of  Adam  German,  and  she  survives  him,  now 
making  her  home  in  Snyder  county.  She  was  the 
mother  of  several  children. 

Daxiel  M.  Keiffer,  son  of  Jonathan,  lives  at 
the  old  homestead  in  Washington  township,  where 
he  is  a prosperous  farmer  and  a successful  auc- 
tioneer. He  was  born  at  that  place  March  23, 
1879,  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  township,  and  has  been  engaged  at  farm 
work  all  his  life.  Until  he  was  eighteen  he  worked 
for  his  parents.  Then  he  entered  the  employ  of 
John  Hetrick,  for  whom  he  worked  four  years, 
after  which  he  operated  the  huckster  wagon  of 
F.  L.  Kehres  one  year.  In  1903  he  began  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  his  own  account  at  the  home- 
stead, where  he  has  since  remained,  having  pur- 
chased the  property  in  the  fall  of  1901.  It  is  one 
of  the  fertile  spots  in  the  Swabian  Creek  Valley, 
and  Mr.  Keiffer  has  done  well  in  its  cultivation. 
In  1901  Mr.  Keiffer  began  to  cry  sales,  and  his 
services  have  been  in  demand  for  such  work  ever 
since,  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  auctioneer 
at  thirty  sales  in  the  spring  of  1909.  He  is  an  en- 


terprising young  man,  and  holds  the  respect  of  all 
who  know  him. 

On  May  25,  1900,  Mr.  Keiffer  married  Henri- 
etta Geist,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Cecelia  (Upde- 
grove)  Geist,  of  LTpper  Mahanoy  township,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Stella  M.  and  Norman  L. 
Mr.  Keiffer  and  his  family  are  Reformed  members 
of  the  Himmel  Church,  which  he  has  served  as 
deacon.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat,  and  he  has 
been  school  director  since  1908. 

Abr.ahavi  Kieffer.  another  son  of  John  and 
Magdalena  (Heim)  Kieffer,  is  noiv  retired,  living 
on  the  farm  near  Eebuck  which  has  been  his  home 
for  so  many  years.  He  was  born  Nov.  11,  1836, 
on  the  homestead  of  his  grandfather  Kieffer,  in 
Washington  township,  received  his  education  in  the 
subscription  schools  which  were  the  rule  during 
his  boyhood,  and  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits. 
He  worked  for  his  parents  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  and  after  his  marriage  worked  five  years 
for  his  father-in-law,  John  Schlegel,  of  Jordan 
township,  eventually  settling  at  his  present  place. 
He  has  a tract  of  forty-five  acres,  which  he  cul- 
tivated successfully  during  his  active  years,  retir- 
ing some  time  ago.  This  tract  was  part  of  a Gon- 
ser  homestead,  and  the  brick  house  now  standing  on 
the  property  was  built  by  one  Killian  Rothemiel  in 
1864. 

About  1865  klr.  Kieffer  married  Mary  Jane 
Schlegel,  daughter  of  John  Schlegel,  a native  of 
Northumberland  county,  and  granddaughter  of 
William  Schlegel,  a native  of  Berks  county.  Pa. 
Mrs.  Kieffer  was  born  in  1842.  She  and  her  hus- 
band have  four  children:  William,  of  Trevorton, 
Northumberland  county:  Charles,  of  Elizabeth- 
ville.  Dauphin  county,  where  he  carries  on  a hotel ; 
Alice,  wife  of  Daniel  Treon;  and  Mary  Agnes, 
married  to  0,.  S.  Dunkelberger.  The  family  are 
Lutheran  members  of  the  Himmel  Church,  and  Mr. 
Kieffer  has  always  been  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  worthy  and  zealous  members  of  the  congre- 
gation, which  he  served  in  official  capacities  almost 
continuously  in  his  active  years,  having  been 
deacon,  elder,  trustee  and  treasurer.  He  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  political  sentiment,  and  has  served  as 
tax  collector  of  Washington  township. 

PAUL  DUEOA'CIK,  hotel-keeper  of  Mount 
Carmel,  has  conducted  his  present  stand  at  No. 
123  North  Market  street  since  1894.  He  is  a 
native  of  Austria-Hungary  and  the  acknowledged 
leader  of  his  countrymen  in  Mount  Carmel  and 
vicinity,  a man  of  substantial  worth  as  a citizen  of 
his  adopted  country  and  respected  by  all  who  know 
him. 

kfr.  Durovcik  was  born  in  Austria  Dec.  8,  1866, 
in  the  town  of  Lucka.  His  father,  also  named 
Paul,  was  a farmer  in  Austria  and  died  in  that 
country.  The  son  came  to  America  when  sixteen 
years  old  and  spent  his  first  three  years  here  in 


. t 

. )■ 


.11 


"V  "i; 


T''. 


) 


ro;> 
: J ; If 

. l/r^ 

■ :;iU' 


.,r;i 


V 1)  i 


? 


I 

t 

:i 

( 


( 

i 

,v 

; 


♦ 


i* 


•i 


822 


XOirmUMBERLAXD  COUNTY,  PEXXSYLTAXIA 


Xew  York  City,  arriving  at  Mount  Carmel,  Xortli- 
umberland  Co.,  Pa.,  June  T,  1885.  Here  lie  has 
since  made  hi§  home.  He  followed  mining  about 
nine  years,  in  1894  engaging  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness at  Xo.  123  Xorth  Market  street,  where  he  is 
still  located,  having  established  a steady  and  lucra- 
tive trade.  Mr.  Hurovcik  has  acquired  other  in- 
terests as  his  prosperity  enabled  him  to  iniiest  else- 
where, and  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Guarantee  Trust  and  Safe  Deposit  Company, 
which  he  serves  as  director.  Pie  has  tv  ice  repre- 
sented his  ward  (the  Second)  in  the  borough  coun- 
cil as  the  Republican  candidate,  having  been  first 
elected  in  1907  and  reelected  in  1910.  iMr.  Dur- 
ovcik  belongs  to  the  local  lodge  of  dip,  to  the  Red 
Men  and  the  Owls,  being  treasurer  of  the  local  or- 
ganization of  the  latter  society.  He  is  ver\  prom- 
inent in  the  various  Slavic  societies,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Slavic  Reformed  Church,  in  the  work  of 
which  he  takes  a leading  part. 

On  Jan.  17,  1888,  i\Ir.  Durovcik  married  Anna 
Dovei,  like  himself  a native  of  Austria,  and  they 
have  a family  of  five  children : Paul,  Jr.,  Annie, 
Mary,  John  and  Agnes. 

GEORGE  H.  LEXIvER,  farmer  of  Washington 
township,  was  born  Feb.  14,  1851,  in  L pper  ^laha- 
noy  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  son  of 
Peter  Lenker.  He  is  a descendant  of  Adam  or 
John  Adam  Lenker,  a native  of  Switzerland,  vho 
was  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in  this  region,  lo- 
cating in  territory  now  embraced  in  Lov  er  iMaha- 
nov  township,  where  he  followed  farming.  The 
original  homestead  upon  which  he  settled  was  the 
farm,  now  oiyned  by  David  Bohner.  He  v as  born 
Dec.  12,  17G5,  and  died  IMarch  24,  1834,  and  is 
buried  at  the  Zion  Church  in  Stone  Yalley,  as  is 
also  his  wife,  Anna  Maria  ; she  was  born  June  15, 
1764,  and  died  May  12,  1822.  Their  children 
were  1 ^Iichael,  John  Adam,  Jacob,  Poll\  (mar- 
ried John  Witmer)  and  Mary  (married  William 

Schaffer).  . 

Jacob  Lenker,  son  of  Adam,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, landed  at  Philadelphia  upon  his  emigration 
to  America,  and  soon  afterward  settled  in  the 
Mahantango  Yalley,  in  Xorthumberland  county. 
Pa.,  where  he  owned  a large  farm  Avhich  ho  cul- 
tivated successfully.  He  built  a sawmill,  which  he 
operated  in  connection  with  his  agricultural  vork, 
and  was  a prosperous  man.  In  religion  he  was 
a Lutheran,  as  are  nio^t  of  his  descendants  (a  few 
beino"  mcnioers  of  the  Evangelical' Association) , 
and  he  and  Ids  son  Jacob,  as  well  as  Peter  Lenker, 
father  of  George  II..  are  buried  at  the  Stone  Valley 
Church  in  Lower  iMahanoy  township.  Heperved 
his  adopted  country  as  a soldier.  Ho  and  his  wife, 
Anna  (Fehly),  had  children  as  follows:  Peter; 

Jacob;  Simon:  Jonathan;  Philip:  iMrs.  Jacob 
Hepner;  Mrs.  John  Shaffer;  and  iMrs.  Seaman. 
The  son  Jacob  obtained  the  homestead,  where  he 


lived  and  died,  and  like  his  father  followed  farm- 
ing and  operated  the  sawmill. 

Peter  Lenker,  father  of  George  H.  Lenker,  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Lower  Mahanoy 
township,  and  died  in  the  house  in  which  he  was 
born,  though  he  had  passed  inanv  years  of  his  life 
elsewhere.  He  was  a lifelong  farmer,  an<l  at  one 
time  owned  a farm,  later  renting  the  land  he  cul- 
tivated. For  thirteen  years  he  lived  near  Line 
Mountain  post  office,  in  Upper  IMahanoy  township. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Stone  Valley  Church, 
where  as  above  stated  he  is  buried.  His  first  wife, 
Susanna  Bobb,  was  the  mother  of  twelve  children, 
viz.:  John,  Magdalena,  Peter,  Xicholas,  Adam, 

Michael,  and  six  who  died  young.  His  second 
marriage  was  to  Esther  Hetrich,  daughter  of 
George  Hetrich,  and  to  this  union  were  born  six 
children-:  Danied  died  aged  nineteen  tears;  Lydia 
is  unmarried ; Simon  died  when  eleven  years  old ; 
George  H.  is  mentioned  below  : Benjamin  lives  in 
Ijower  Augusta  township;  Rebecca  died  when  six 
years  old. 

George  H.  Lenker  had  three  months  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  old-fashioned  subscription  schools  for- 
merly conducted  in  this  section,  but  he  was  edu- 
cated principally  in  the  public  schools,  which  he 
attended  off  and  on  until  he  was  of  age.  He  was 
trained  from  youth  to  farming,  *and  in  1871  began 
that  occupation  for  himself  in  Washington  town- 
ship, where  he  has  since  continued  to  live.  He 
owns  eighty  acres  of  cleareil  land  and  fifteen  acres 
of  woodland,  and  built  a substantial  house  on  his 
property  in  1897.  The  l)arn  was  l)uilt  1)V  the  Zer- 
fings  about  1870.  iMr.  Lenker  is  an  intelligent 
and  progressive  citizen,  and  though  he  has  devoted 
his  attention  to  his  work  and  cultivated  his  land 
profitably  he  has  found  time  to  take  part  in  the 
administration  of  local  affairs.  For  twelve  years 
he  served  as  auditor  of  his  township,  and  after 
that  became  school  directoi’,  in  which  office  lie  has 
served  continuously  since  1895,  having  been  re- 
elected five  times.  He  is  a Democrat  in  political 
opinion.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  congregation  at  St.  Peter's  Church, 
wliich  he  has  served  as  deacon,  being  much  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  the  church. 

In  1871  iMr.  Lenker  married  Henrietta  Carl, 
daughter  of  -Tohn  and  Catharine  (Diener)  Carl, 
natives  of  Pike  township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  they 
have  a familv  of  seven  children:  Hiram  0.,  who 

lives  at  Lavclle,  Schuylkill  county  ; Charles  iM., 
of  Shamokin;  Alice  R.,  wife  of  George  Thomas,  of 
Jackson  township;  Xathan  H.,  of  iMowrv,  Sclmyl- 
kill  counh",  George  C.,  of  Allentown,  Pa.:  Isaac 
I.,  of  Wasiiington  township;  and  Henrietta  R.,  who 
married  iMonroe  Bobb,  of  Washington  township. 

JOHX  B.  SEVER,  of  Shamokin,  chief  dyer  at 
the  J.  H.  & C.  K.  Eagle  silk  factory,  located  in 
that  borough,  is  a man  of  the  widest  experience  in 
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his  line,  gained  in  the  foremost  estahlishments  of 
this  countn,  and  is  liimself  interested  in  the  busi- 
ness as  vice  president  of  the  Garfield  Silk  Dyeing 
& Finishing  Company,  of  Garfield  (Passaic),  X. 
J.  All  his  active*  years  have  been  given  to  this 
line  of  industry,  in  which  he  is  a noted  authority, 
known  to  the  trade  all  over  the  United  States. 

j\[r.  Seyer  was  born  in  18(i6  in  France,  from 
which  country  his  father,  also  John  B.  Seyer, 
brought  his  family  to  America  in  1870.  He  made 
a home  at  Paterson,  X.  J.,  where  he  died.  There 
the  son  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools, 
and  there  he  began  to  learn  his  present  business 
in  the  plant  of  the  Weidmann  Silk  Dyeing  Com- 
pany, the  largest  dyeing  house  in  the  United  States. 
So  thoroughly  did  he  master  the  work  that  he 
was  made  foreman  in  this  establishment,  holding 
that  responsible  position  for  a period  of  nineteen 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  formed  a con- 
nection with  Ashley  & Bailey,  another  important 
concern  at  Paterson,  taking  charge  of  their  plant 
for  seven  years.  In  company  with  other  men  he 
then  organized  the  Garfield  Silk  Dyeing  and  Fin- 
ishing Company,  of  Garfield,  X-.  J.,  of  which  he 
is  vice-president,  and  of  whose  plant  he  had  charge 
for  two  years,  leaving  to  enter  the  establishment 
of  the  Standard  Silk  Company,  at  Phillipsburg, 
X.  J.  In  July,  1909,  he  came  to  Shamokin,  to 
enter  upon  his  duties  as  chief  dyer  at  the  Eagle 
plant.  Mr.  Sever  has  about  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  employees  under  his  charge  in  the  dye 
house,  which  is  one  of  the  most  completely  equipped 
plants  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  The  Eagle 
silk  factory,  though  one  of  the  more  recently 
established  industrial  plants  of  Shamokin,  has 
from  the  first  been  regarded  as  an  important  fac- 
tor in  local  business  prosperity,  and  Mr.  Sever's 
work  has  done  much  toward  making  its  product 
popular  and  in  steady  demand.  His  skill,  taste 
and  ingenuity  make  him  one  of  the  most  valu- 
able of  the  clever  men  associated  with  this  con- 
cern who  have  placed  its  goods  among -the  most 
desirable  on  the  market. 

Mr.  Seyer  is  well  known  in  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, holding  meml)ership  in  Falls  City  Lodge, 
Xo.  82;  Cataract  City  Chapter,  Xo.  10,  R.  A. 
M. ; Shamokin  Commandery,  Xo.  77,  K.  T. ; Jer- 
sey City  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree;  and  Sa- 
laam Temple,  A.  A.  0.  X.  il.  S.,  in  the  latter 
connection  also  belonging  to  the  Temple  Club  at 
Shamokin.  He  is  also  a member  of  the  I.  0.  0. 
F.  and  the  Shamokin  Automobile  Club. 

In  1891  Mr.  Seyer  married  Adeline  Ferry,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Blanche  and  Henry. 

FRAXULIX"  A.  XEWCOMER,  of  Turbut 
township,  Xorthumberland  countv,  represents  the 
third  generation  of  his  family  in  tbat  section, 
his  grandfather,  Philip  X^ewcomer,  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  having  owned  and  occupied  a farm 


in  that  township  long  known  as  the  Xewcomcr 
farm.  It  consisted  of  about  one  hundred  acres. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Lantz,  of  Turbut  township, 
and  in  1864  took  his  family  out  to  Iowa,  mak- 
ing the  trip  by  team.  The  journey  occupied  three  ■ 
months,  and  they  crossed  only  one  railroad  track 
— one  of  the  old-fashioned  kind,  with  wooden  rails, 
ilr.  Xewccmer  took  up  land  in  Iowa  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  there.  He 
and  his  wife  had  a large  family,  viz.:  John  Sam- 
uel, Daniel,  Susan  (iirs.  Thomas  Stover),  Eman- 
uel, Levi  (who  served  as  a captain  during  the 
Civil  war,  from  Iowa),  Philip,  Margaret  (Mrs. 
Aaron  Costenbador),  Kate  (married  Edw.  Kelly), 
Annie  (Mrs.  Woodwring),  Joseph,  and  four  otli- 
ers  not  named. 

John  Samuel  Xewcomer,  son  of  Philip,  was  the 
father  of  Franklin  A.  Xewcomer.  He  was  born 
June  3,  182A,  in  Turbut  township,  Xorthumber- 
land county,  and  there  grew  to  manhood.  When 
the  family  moved  out  to  Iowa  he  accompanied 
them,  but  not  caring  for  the  country  returned  to 
his  native  township,  where  he  subsequently  bought 
his  father-in-law’s  farm,  which  he  cultivated  until 
his  death.  He  died  there  Sept.  6,  1908,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-three,  and  is  buried  at 
Milton.  In  religious  faith  he  was  a Lutheran. 
He  married  Matilda  Jacoby,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Catharine  (Bachman)  Jacoby,  and  they 
reared  a family  of  three  children;  Elizabeth  C., 
who  is  the  wife  of  Isaac  Seers,  and  resides  in  Mil- 
ton;  Hattie  M.,  who  married  Charles  C.  Gast  and 
lives  in  l\Iilton  (their  children  are  John  X.  and 
Helen  i\I.);  and  Franklin  A. 

Franklin  A.  Xewcomer  was  born  Dec.  31,  1866, 
at  the  place  where  he  still  resides,  and  obtained, 
his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  lo- 
cality and  in  IMilton  high  school  and  Milton  Acad- 
derny,  the  latter  institution  taught  by  the  able 
Professor  Schneider.  He  then  taught  for  one  year 
at  the  Ireland  schoolhouse  in  Turbut  township,  aft- 
er which  he  turned  his  attention  to  teaching  music, 
both  vocal  and  instrumental,  being  thus  engaged 
until  1897.  He  made  a success  of  his  professional 
work,  but  for  a number  of  years  he  has  devoted 
his  principal  attention  to  farming.  In  1897  he 
located  at  the  old  home  with  his  father  and 
farmed  for  him.  and  in  the  fall  of  1908  he  bought 
the  property.  He  makes  a specialty  of  truck  rais- 
ing, and  attends  the  Milton  markets.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  I.Iodern  Woodmen  and  of  Turluit 
Grange,  interested  in  all  alfairs  that  affect  the 
welfare  of  his  locality,  and  one  of  the  progressive, 
intelligent  citizens  of  his  section.  In  religious 
connection  he  is  a Lutheran,  a well  known  mem- 
ber of  Christ  Church  at  Dlilton,  which  he  ser\ed 
as  organist  for  a period  of.  sixteen  years.  Mr. 
Xewcomer  is  independent  on  political  questions, 
supporting  the  best  men  and  measures  without  re- 
gard to  party. 
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In  1892  Mr.  Xewcnmer  man'ied  Jennie  L.  Clew- 
ell,  daugliter  of  Godfrey  IVilliam  and  Catharine 
(Artley)  Clewell,  and  to  them  .have  been  born 
two  children,  Franklin  C.  and  John  Yhlliam. 

The  Clewell  family  is  of  French  Huguenot  ori- 
gin, and  the  family  history  is  very  complete. 
Jacob  Clewell,  Mrs.  Newcomer’s  grandfather,  was 
born  May  13,  1TS3,  and  on  Oct.  16,  1808,  mar- 
ried Sarah  iMilleiy  who  was  born  March  8,  1785. 
They  lived  at  Catawissa,  Pa.,  where  they  were 
farming  pco])le.  Their  children  were  born  as  fol- 
lows: Catharine,  Jan.  11,  1812;  Jacob,  Jan.  3, 
1815;  Sarah,  Oct.  11,  1817 ; Daniel,  Oct.  18,  1818; 
Mariam,  Feb.  4,  1821;  Mathias,  Jan.  20,  1822; 
Lovina,  Aug.  19,  1825;  Godfrey  William,  Jan.  8, 
1828. 

Godfrey  William  Clewell,  son  of  Jacob,  was  dur- 
ing his  active  years  a successful  farmer  in  !Mon- 
tour  count}’,  near  the  Xorthumberland  county 
line.  He  is  now  living  retired  at  IMilton.  He 
married  Catharine  Artley,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children,  Jennie  L.  (l\Irs.  Franklin  A.  New- 
comer), AVilliam  and  Artley.  The  two  sons  are 
farmers  in  Liberty  township,  IMontour  county,  the 
father  having  divided  his  farm  between  them,  each 
one  having  his  own  tract. 

WYNN.  John  Wynn,  said  to  be  a native  of 
New  Jersey,  was  a pioneer  settler  of  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  Northumberland  county.  He  was 
of  Welsh  extraction.  Prior  to  May  18,  1818,  he 
came  to  Northumberland  county,  and  settled  on 
the  farm  now  owned  by  his  grandson,  David  S. 
Wynn.  This  tract  was  originally  taken  up  by 
warrant  by  John  and  Margaret  Snyder.  On  May 
18,  1818,  John  ‘‘Win,”  as  his  name  appears  in 
the  deed,  purchased  these  eighty-two  acres  for 
$659.69.  Here  , he  erected  the  first  set  of  build- 
ings, of  logs.  The  log  house  stood  until  about 
1880,  when  it  was  razed  by  David  S.  ITynn.  He 
and  his  wife  Elizabeth  probably  were  Baptists,  as 
all  their  children  were  of  that  faith.  ■ Elizabeth 
Wynn  was  the  first  person  buried  in  the  Augusta 
Baptist  church  cemetery.  Her  husband  is  buried 
at  the  IMountain  Presbyterian  Church.  They  had 
these  children:  Samuel,  Annias,  John,  Jr.,  Mat- 
thias (settled  out  YYst),  Byram  (settled  out 
West),  and  Sallie  tmarried  John  Yan  Sant,  who 
was  a merchant  in  Pockefeller  township). 

In  1847  John  Wynn,  Sr.,  sold  his  farm  to  his 
son  Samuel  D.  On  the  deed  conveying  this  land 
to  the  son  the  pioneer  wrote  his  name  in  plain 
English  John  “Wynn.” 

Samuel  D.  Wynn,  son  of  John,  was  born  in 
Lower  Augusta  township  Jan.  24,  1795,  and  died 
on  his  farm  April  27,  1878.  His  wife  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Jacob  Shipman,  died  Feb.  3,  1890, 
aged  eighty-four  years,  five  months,  ten  days,  and 
they  are  buried  at  the  Augusta  Baptist  cemetery. 
They  were  Baptists,  and  members  of  that  church, 


of  which  he  was  a deacon  many  years.  Earlier 
in  life  he  was  a millwright,  and  followed  his  trade 
throughout  eastern  Pennsylvania.  Later  he  farmed 
in  Lower  Augusta  on  the  homestead.  He  was  a 
Democrat.  The  following  were  their  nine  chil- 
dren : Eeuben  died  at  Sunbury,  Pa. ; Eachel  maj>-  • 
ried  Edw.  Trowbridge ; J ac-ob  lives  at  Ijykens,  Pa. ; 
Mary  married  John  Townsend;  Barbara  married 
Charles  Sarvis ; Emma  married  Samuel  Snyder ; 
David  S.  is  mentioned  below;  Sarah  J.  married 
Adam  Yynn,  a cousin;  Susanna  married  John 
Orendorf. 

Annias  Wynn,  son  of  John,  "was  born  in  Lower 
Augusta  township,  where  he  also  died.  His  wife, 
Elizabeth  (White),  was  born  Oct.  27,  1809,  and 
died  Sept.  26,  1863.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Bap- 
tist cemetery.  Elizabeth  White  Avas  a daughter 
of  Eobert  White,  an  Englishman,  Avho  after  being 
in  America  some  years  returned  to  his  native  coun- 
try, and  there  enlisted  in  the  English  navy.  An- 
nias Wynn  was  a deacon  of  the  Baptist  church, 
of  which  he  Avas  a member  for  sixty  years.  He 
Avas  a farmer,  and  OAvned  the  tract  now  oAvned  by 
Samuel  Still.  He  and  his  Avife  had  twelve  chil- 
dren, namely:  Susanna;  Sarah,  who  married  Wil- 
liam’ Conrad;  John  G.,  aaEo  died  Sept.  2,  1897, 
aged  sixty-four  years,  three  months,  nine  days  (his 
Avife  Lydia  died  Oct.  3,  1901,  aged  fifty-five  years, 
eight  months,  eighteen  days);  Lafayette;  Oscar 
T.,  Avho  married  Ellen  Kritz ; William,  Avho  mar- 
ried Annie  Welker;  Jane,  Mrs.  Eeuben  Conrad; 
Luscius  C.,  deceased,  Avho  married  Annie  Spotts; 
Annias,  who  served  in  the  regiilar  army  and  who 
was  never  married;  Silas  H.,  avIio  married  Orilla 
E.  Shipman  (died  Nov.  30,  1883,  aged  twenty- 
six  years,  one  month,  fourteen  days)  and  (second) 
Maggie  Obetz;  and  Mary  and  Samuel,  both  of 
Avljom  died  young. 

John  Wynn,  Jr.,  son  of  John,  Avas  a farmer 
in  LoAver  AugiAsta  township.  He  Avas  born  Feb. 
10,  1797,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1875.  His  wife,  Betzy 
Snyder,  is  buried  in  Kansas.  They  had  children : 
Adam,  Stephen,  Chambers  (liis  wife’s  name  Avas 
Mary;  their  daughter  Lydia  died  Feb.  2,  1861, 
aged  one  year,  eleven  months,  fourteen  days,  and 
their  daughter  Amanda,  born  IMay  26,  1854,  died 
Jan.  20,  1858),  Albert,  Jemima,  Martha  J.  (born 
March  27,  1850,  died  Feb.  7,  1872),  Mary  and 
Samantha. 

Lafayette  Wynn,  son  of  Annias,  is  a farmer  in 
Lower  Augusta  toAvnship,  Avhere  he  was  born  Aug. 
28,  1835.  During  the  Civil  Avar  he  was  a soldier 
in  Company  I,  5Sth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  under 
Col.  J.  Eiter  Jones,  of  Philadelphia,  and,  he  par- 
ticipated in  many  engagements  and  Avas  shot 
through  the  left  shoulder.  He  took  part  in  the 
Grand  EevieAv  at  IVashington,  D.  C.,  and  AA'as  dis- 
charged Nov.  21,  1865.  After  the  Avar  he  worked 
six  years  in  the  lumber  Avoods,  and  railroaded  for 
tAventy-two  years.  In  1892  he  purchased  his 
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eightv-four-acre  farm  in  Lower  Augusta,  on  which 
he  has  lived  since  1903.  Mr.  W3'nu  was  married 
three  times.  His  first  wife,  Elizabeth  M.  J.  Lytle, 
died  Aug.  31,  ISCS,  _the  mother  of  three  children, 
George,  Ilobert  and  Elmer.  By  his  second  mar- 
riage, to  Maggie  Haupt,  he  had  two  children, 
Peter  and  Edward.  His  third  marriage,  in  1885, 
was  to  IMary  C.  Smith,  bj'  whom  he  had  one  child, 
Arthur. 

David  S.  Wynn,  son  of  Samuel  D.,  was  born 
May  17,  .1844,  near  Fishers  Ferry.  When  nine- 
teen he  began  railroading,  which  he  followed  six 
years.  In  1870  he  purchased  the  original  Wynn 
homestead  where  he  has  since  lived  and  farmed. 
He  is  a Democrat,  has  been  supervisor,  and 
school  director,  and  has  been  an  active 
member  of  the  Baptist  Clmrch,  since  1899  serving 
as  a deacon.  Since  1900  he  has  been  Sunday 
school  superintendent,  and  in  1909  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Sunday  School  Association,  which 
is  an  auxiliary  of  the  County  Sunday  School  As- 
sociation. On  April  28,  1870,  he  married  Hen- 
rietta, daughter  of  William  Randall,  of  Centre 
county.  Pa.  She  died  Feb.  13,  1887,  aged  twentv-- 
seven  years,  ten  months,  nine  days,  the  mother  of 
children  as  follows:  Jasper,  Frank,  Molly,  Rachel, 
Charles  and  Henrietta.  l\Ir.  Wynn's  second  mar- 
riage, on  May  4,  1888,  was  to  Ellen,  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Bowman)  Geiswhite,  of  Dauphin 
countv.  Pa.  They  have  six  children:  Clayton,  Al- 
ice, MYrren,  Eva,  Joseph  and  Catharine. 

FREDERICK  W.  WOLF,  proprietor  of  Wolf’s 
Restaurant,  at  Milton,  Pa.,  and  one  of  the  substan- 
I tial  and  well-to-do  citizens  of  that  town,  was  born 
i there  March  24.  18G8,  son  of  Frederick  W.  Wolf, 

I Sr.  His  grandfather  came  to  America  from  Ger- 
! . many,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he 

followed  the  baker’s  trade.  He  died  there  leav- 
ing two  sons,  Frederick  W.  and  William,  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  resides  in  Philadelphia. 

; Frederick  W.  Wolf,  Sr.,  was  born  in  the  King- 
dom of  Wurtemberg,  Germanv’,  Xov.  26,  1838,  and 
came  to  America  about  1859,  settling  in  Mercer 
; county,  X.  J.  On  March  4,  1866,  in  Philadelpliia, 

! he  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Gehring.  who  was  liorn 
■ April  18,  1841,  in  Halle,  Westphalia,  Germany. 

He  and  his  wife  came  to  IMilton  in  1867,  and 
'■  went  into  the  baking  business  on  Mahoning  street. 
I near  the  old  canal  bridge.  In  1872  they  removed 
' their  place  of  business  to  South  Front  street,  near 
1 the  river  bridge,  and  there  they  continued.  Mr. 
Wolf  died  Oct.  28,  1877.  and  his  wife  on  Aug.  27, 
1907,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  Harmony  cem- 
I etery  at  Milton.  During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Wolf 
. enlisted  as  a baker,  and  served  until  the  close  of 

I the  war.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  his 

' religious  connection  was  with  the  German  Luth- 
j eran  Church.  His  children  were:  Frederick  W. ; 
; Lulu,  born  in  Milton  June  10,  1870,  who  married 
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Lewis  Young,  of  Philadelphia,  and  has  a daugh- 
ter, Fay;  and  Maria,  born  at  Milton  July  29, 
1872,  who  married  A.  S.  Miller,  of  IMilton. 

Frederick  W.  Wolf  attended  the  schools  at  Mil- 
ton,  and  then  found  employment  with  the  Shim- 
ers,  the  Godcharlescs  and  in  the  Milton  car  shops. 
He  began  his  restaurant  business  in  1892,  the 
next  year  buying  the  property^  which  is  located 
at  the  corner  of  South  Front  and  River  bridge, 
and  was  once  the  old  tollhouse.  l\Ir.  Wolf  has 
greatly  improved  the  place  and  has  made  it  up-to- 
date  in  every  particular.  He  is  the  owner  of  con- 
siderable valuable  real  estate  in  Milton. 

Mr.  Wolf  married  Hettie  Wetzel,  and  they  have 
had  three  children,  Margaret,  Frederick  W.  and 
Lulu.  IMr.  Wolf  is  a member  of  the  F.  0.  E.  and 
the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  In  politics  he  is  a stanch  up- 
holder of  Democratic  principles.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Luthefan  Church. 

WARREX  JTXGER,  the  proprietor  of  the  large 
hardware  establishment  at  Xos.  309-313  Spruce 
street,  Shamokin,  is  one  of  the  enterprising  busi- 
ness men  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  that  thriv- 
ing borough.  He  was  born  in  Dauphin  counts. 
Pa.,  April  7,  1868,  son  of  Daniel  and  Huldah 
(Raker)  Unger. 

Christian  Unger  emigrated  to  America  in  the 
ship  ^‘Edinburgh,”  landing  at  Philadelphia  Sept. 
19,  1752.  In  1756  he  was  a taxable  resident  of 
Greenwich  township,  Berks  county.  His  children 
were:  Michael,  a taxable  in  Greenwich  township 
in  1759;  John,  who  went  to  Shamokin,  Pa.  ; Her- 
man. who  married  Elizabeth  Keim,  and  reared  a 
family;  one  son  (name  unknown)  who  settled  in 
^Maryland;  Susanna,  who  married  John  Schappel; 
Elizabeth,  who  married  George  Heffley;  and  a 
daughter  who  married  Christian  Reeser. 

John  Lmger,  son  of  Christian,  was  born  in 
Berks  countv,  and  first  followed  farming  near 
Hamburg.  He  came  to  Xorthumberland  county 
in  1812,  by  wagon,  and  settled  in  Shamokin  town- 
ship, three  miles  west  of  Paxinos.  Here  he  took 
up  about  300  acres  of  land  in  the  woods,  and 
built  a house  and  hotel.  The  stage  stopped  at  his 
hotel  to  feed  the  horses  and  spend  the  night,  and 
the  hostelry  became  known  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Mr.  Unger  died  in  1847,  and  was  buried  at 
the  Blue, Church,  in  Ralpho  township.  He  was 
twice  married,  and  his  children  were:  Solomon; 
Jacob : George ; John ; Annie,  who  married  An- 
drew Knerr;  Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Feglev; 
Catharine,  who  married  Joseph  Hill;  and  Sallie, 
who  married  Charles  Foy. 

Jacob  Lmger,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  1802 
in  Berks  county,  and  came  to  this  county  with 
his  father.  He  followed  farmiing  in  Shamokin 
town.ship,  and  there  owned  a farm.  He  died  in 
1881,  and  is  buried  at  the  Blue  church.  He  mar- 
ried Catharine  Rose,  who  died  in  1877.  Their 
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children  were;  John;  Marja^.  who  married  AVilliam 
Mattres;  Margaret,  who  married  Bastiau  Artley ; 
Harriet  and  Elizabeth,  who  both  died  unmarried ; 
Catharine,  who  married  Solomon  Eockefeller;  and 
Daniel. 

Daniel  Unger,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in  Sha- 
mokin  township  Dec.  25,  1838,  and  followed  farm 
work  until  he  was  eighteen.  Ho  then  went  to 
Sunbury  and  learned  tlie  tinner's  trade,  which  he 
follocved  for  several  years,  and  at  different  times 
while  engaged  in  farming.  He  sold  out  in  1897 
to  his  sons,  and  retired  from  active  life.  He  is 
the  only  one  of  lus  generation  living,  ilr.  Unger 
served  in  the  Union  army,  during  the  Civil  war. 
He  married  Huldah  Baker,  daughter  of  George 
and  Mary  (Oxheimert  Baker,  and  their  cliildien 
were:  (1)  William  H.,  born  June  24,  1864,  was 
educated  in  tlie  common  schools,  Elysburg  Acad- 
emy, and  Central  Bennsylvania  College,  at  Xew 
Berlin,  Union  county,  graduating  from  the  lat- 
ter in  1887.  He  read  law  with  IV.  H.  M.  Oram, 
of  Shamokin,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Septem- 
ber, 1890,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession.  In  politics  he  is  a Bepub- 
lican,  and  from  1885  to  1889  was  a member  of 
the  county  committee.  He  was  formerly  vice- 
president  and  is  now  president  of  the  IMarket  Street 
Xational  Bank,  Shamokin.  In  1890,  he  was  elected 
to  the  borough  council.  On  April  16,  1890,  he  mar- 
ried Ella  Malick.  daughter  of  Emanuel  and  Han- 
nah Malick,  of  Shamokin.  (2)  George  C.,  born 
Oct.  13,  1865,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools. 
In  1883  he  entered  the  employ  of  A.  Baker,  and 
learned  the  tinner's  trade,  and  now  is  in  the  hard- 
ware business  at  Lebanon,  Pa.  He  is  a member 
of  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  and  the  S.  of  A'.  In  1887 
he  married  Clara  E.  Smink,  and  they  have  nine 
children,  of  whom  are  mentioned  Edith  L.,  Clar- 
ence’and  one  deceased.  In  politics  Air.  Unger  is 
a Bepublican.  (3)  AVarren  is  mentioned  below. 
(4)  Della  married  Leonard  II.  Adams,  and  lives 
at  Shamokin.  (5)  Henry  II.  is  a druggist  at 
Shamokin.  (6)  U.  Grant  is  an  attorney. 

AVarren  Unger  attended  the  public  schools  and 
Central  Pennsylvania  College  in  1888.  He  learned 
the  tinner's  trade,  and  became  a member  of  the 
firm  of  AY.  II.  Unger  & Co.  In  1898  he  purchased 
his  brother’s  interests,  and  has  since  branched  out, 
doubling  the  stock  and  increasing  the  facilities, 
adding  a sanitary  plumbing  and  steam  fitting  de- 
partment, and  doing  electrical  work.  In  1905  he 
built  a large  warehouse  at  Arch  and  Fifth  streets 
for  his  reserve  stock,  and  for  storing  stoves  and 
household  goods.  It  is  one  of  . the  best  equipped 
stores  of  the  kind  in  the  county.  He  employs  six- 
teen to  eighteen  men.  . 

Air.  Unger  is  interested  in  other  enterprises, 
and  is  agent  for  the  Beo  automobiles.  He  was 
a director  of  the  Shamokin  and  Coal  township 
Light,  Heat  & Power  Company,  but  sold  his  inter- 


est in  1908.  He  is  a director  of  the  Alarket  Street 
Xational  Bank.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Elks 
and  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  and  is  a director  in  the 
latter. 

Air.  I linger  married  Eliza  AA’alters,  daughter  of 
Samuel  AValters,  of  Shamokin,  and  they  have  four 
children : Blanch,  Foster,  Buth  and  Edna.  The 
family  attend  the  United  Evangelical  Church. 

DAA’ID  A.  FEGI.EY,  of  Sunbury,  who  con- 
ducts a plumbing  and  heating  business,  is  a young 
man  of  substantial  qualities  who  has  made  a posi- 
tion for  himself  in  the  commercial  circles  of  the 
borough  by  application  and  energy,  and  he  deserves 
the  good  standing  he  enjoys.  He  was  born  Alay 
23,  1873,  in  Bockefeller  township,  X’orthumber- 
land  county,  and  has  lived  in  Sunbury  since  1891. 

Jonathan  Fegley,  great-grandfather  of  David  A. 
Fegley,  lived  in  the  Alahanoy  ATtlley  in  this  coun- 
ty. His  children  were:  Jacob,  .John,  Samuel, 
Alose.s,  Polly  and  Sarah. 

Jacob  Fegley,  son  of  .Jonathan,  was  born  in 
Stone  AMlley,  Xorthumberland  county,  and  was 
one  of  the  well-to-do  and  well  known  men  of  his 
district.  He  followed  milling,  and  owned  three 
farms  in  Bockefeller  township,  dying  upon  one  of 
his  farms.  He  is  buried  at  Lantz's  Church.  In 
religion  he  was  a member  of  the  Beformed  Church, 
in  politics  a E>emocrat.  To  him  and  his  wife 
Catharine  (Schlegel),  daughter  of  Daniel  Schle- 
gel,  were  born  tiie  following  children:  Louisa, 
William,  Peter,  David  (living  in  Sunbury),  Alary, 
Sevilla  and  Simon. 

AA'illiam  Fegley,  son  of  .Jacob,  was  born  Oct. 
1,  1843,  in  the  Alahanoy  AMlley,  and  followed 
farming  in  Bockefeller  township,  where  he  passed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life.  In  1896  he  came  to 
Sunbury,  where  he  lived  in  retirement  itntil  his 
death,  .June  14,  1902.  He  is  buried  at  Lantz’s 
Church.  Like  his  father  he  belonged  to  the  Be- 
formed denomination,  and  he  took  an  active  part 
in  church  affairs.  Politically  he  was  a Democrat. 
On  Dee.  25,  1866,  he  married  Catharine  Keefer, 
daughter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (AAYiser)  Keef- 
er, and  she  survives  him,  making  her  home  in 
Sunbury.  Six  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Laura,  who  is  the  wife  of  Eben  Alartz ; George,  of 
Perrtq  Iowa  ; David  A. ; Elizabeth,  wife  of  AA^illiam 
Fetter:  Peter,  of  Lower  Augusta  township;  and 
Turabell,  wife  of  Charles  Fahrensworth. 

David  A.  Fegley  obtained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  was  em- 
ployed there,  upon  his  father's  farm,  until  he  came 
to  Sunbury  in  1891.  Entering  the  employ  of 
I. -J.  Beitz,  he  remained  with  him  for  thirteen 
years,  learning  the  plumbing  business  thoroughly, 
and  since  leaving  Air.  Beitz's  employ  has  been  in 
business  on  his  own  account.  lie  is  located  at 
Xo.  25  South  Seventh  street,  Sunbury.  Air.  Feg- 
ley has  one  rule  from  which  he  never  departs,  to 
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do  his  best  to  please  his  customers;,  and  the  large 
trade  he  lias  built  up  has  been  founded  principal- 
ly upon  that  basis.  He  is  thorough  in  his  work, 
and  honorable  in  his  financial  transactions,  and 
is  highly  respected  among  his  business  associates. 

On  Xov.  8,  1891,  Mr.  Fegley  married  Annie  A. 
Ellenberger,  daugliter  of  John  H.  and  ^lary  Jane 
(Geib)  Ellenberger.  They  have  no  children.  Mr. 
Fegley  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to  Lodge  Xo. 
620,  of  Sunbury,  and  in  politics  is  a Democrat. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

ERAXK  X.  KLAUS,  of  Locust  Gap,  in  Mount 
Carmel  township,  is  proprietor  of  the  “American. 
House’'’  at  that  place  and  in  that  and  other 
associations  well  known  in  his  section  of  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  being  one  of  the  local  leaders 
of  the  Democratic  party.  His  hotel  stand  is  the 
leading  place  of  the  kind  at  Locust  Gap. 

Mr.  Klaus  was  born  at  St.  Clair.  Schuylkill  Co., 
Pa.,  June  4,  1867,  son  of  Frank  Klaus.  The 
father  Avas  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  America 
Avhen  a.  young  man,  settling  in  Schuylkill  county, 
where  he  lived  at  MinersA'ille  and  St.  Clair.  In 
1873  he  came  to  Locust  Gap,  Xorthumberland 
county,  AA'here  he  folloAved  his  trade,  that  of  black- 
smith, and  AAdiere  he  died  in  1889 ; he  is  buried 
at  Locust  Gap.  His  Avife,  whose  maiden  name 
AA’as  Matilda  Hipp,  is  still  living  at  Locust  Gap, 
now  (1910)  aged  seventy-six  years.  They  were 
the  parents  of  a large  family,  namely:  Catherine 

(deceased),  Stephen  (deceased),  Edward  (de- 
ceased), Frank  X.,  Joseph  (deceased),  Michael, 
Martha,  Theresa,  IJossie,  ^Matilda  and  IMary. 

Frank  X.  Klaus  Avorked  at  the  mines  for  a num- 
ber of  years  before  entering  his  present  line  of 
business.  He  began  as  a slate  picker  when  but 
eight  years  old,  after  Avard  Avorked  as  door  tend  el- 
and was  employed  in  ditferent  capacities  inside, 
in  time  becoming  boss  loader  inside.  After  two 
years  at  that  he  left  the  mines  to  engage  in  the 
hotel  business,  in  1896,  and  since  1900  he  has 
been  at  his  present  location.  The  “American 
House”  is  on  the  Helfcnstein  road,  across  the 
bridge,  and  is  aa'cII  patronized,  Mr.  Klaus  having 
the  custom  of  a substantial  element  in  his  com- 
munity. 

As  a leading  Avorker  in  the  local  ranks  of  the 
Democratic  party  Dir.  Klaus  is  Avell  known  in 
the  toAvnship  and  county,  having  served  as  county 
committeeman  and  as  delegate  to  the  State  conven- 
tion. He  has  served  two  terms  (six  years)  as 
school  director  of  Mount  Carmel  toAvnship,  and 
during  that  time  was  president  of  the  board  one 
year  and  treasurer  two  years.  Socially  he  belongs 
to  the  Eagles  (at  DFount  Carmel)  and  the  For- 
esters. He  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church 
and  also  of  the  Holy  Xame  Society. 

By  his  first  marriage  Dir.  Klaus  has  a son, 
Francis  Joseph.  His  second  marriage  Avas  to  Mar- 
garet T.  DIelody. 


SIEGFRIED  WASHIXGTOX  ZIMMERMAX, 
ot  Little  Mahauoy  township,  Xorthumberland 
county,  comes  of  a family  Avhich  for  many  years 
has  been  identified  Avith  Berks  and  Schuylkill 
counties. 

Sebastian  Zimmerman,  liis  grandfather,  Avas 
born  in  Berks  county,  Avhence  Avhen  a boy  he 
moved  Avith  his  father,  Avho,  it  Avould  appear,  had 
a farm. at  the  upper  end  of  the  Deep  creek,  Avhere 
Sebastian  Avas  reared.  He  Avas  a Aveaver  by  trade, 
and  OAvned  a loom,  but  he  Avas  likeAvise  a pros- 
perous farmer,  OAvning  several  farms  in  Upper  Dla- 
hantango  toAvnship,  Schuylkill  county.  The  one 
there  on  Avhich  he  lived  Avas  formeriy  OAvned  by 
Benjamin  Peifer  and  is  noAV  oAvned  by  a Hepler"; 
another  Avas  owned  by  Jacob  and  Abraham  Blas- 
ser,  of  Herndon,  until  1907.  Removing  to  Cam- 
eron toAvnship,  Xorthumberland  countv,  he  lived 
there  some  years,  moving  to  the  Mahantango  val- 
ley, where  he  farmed  until  his  death.  He  Avas 
a foremost  member  of  the  Lutheran  congregation 
of  Salem  Church,  knoAvn  as  Herb  Church,  located 
near  Rough  and  Ready,  serving  as  elder  and  trus- 
tee, and  he  and  his  Aci'fe  are  buried  at  that  church. 
During  the  Avar  of  1812  he  was  a soldier,  and  he 
AA-as  one  of  the  pensioners  of  that  Avar.  Sebastian 
Zimmerman  married  Elizabeth  Klock,  daughter  of 
Peter  Klock,  and  they  had  children  as  folloAvs: 
Joseph,  a farmer,  avIio  settled  at  Red  Bank,  Jef- 
ferson Co.,  Pa.,  Avas  tAvice  married  and  had  chil- 
dren: Elizabeth  married  a Bliss  ^ Catharine  mar- 
ried George  C.  Peifer ; Salome  married  Mr.  Kline, 
and  titey  moved  to  Jefferson  county:  LA’dia  mar- 
ried a Snyder;  Sebastian,  born  in”  1829,  lives  at 
Sunbury,  this  county;  George  is  mentioned  be- 
loAv;  Esther  married  Joel  Daniel. 

George  Zimmerman,  son  of  Sel)astian,  was  born 
in  Schuylkill  count}y  and  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  Avhich  he  folloAved  until  he  entered  the  arniA'. 
During  the  Civil  Avar  he  Avas  drafted  for  nine 
months’  service,  and  at  the  expiration  of  this  term 
enlisted  for  three  years,  from  the  DIahantango  Val- 
ley. He  Avas  shot  while  on  picket  duty  and  re- 
moA-ed  to  the  hospital  on  Long  Island, ^Avhero  he 
died  six  Aveeks  after  being  Avounded ; he  is  buried 
on  Long  Island. 

Mr.  Zimmerman  married  Elizabeth  Harter, 
daughter  of  DIatthias  Harter,  whose  wife’s  name 
Avas  Eister.  Mrs.  Zimmerman  is  buried  at  Lit- 
tle Mahanoy.  Five  children  AA'ere  born  to  them : 
S.  Washington;  Fietta,  Avho  died  young;  Joel,  of 
Eldred  township,  Schuylkill  county;  Jonathan,  of 
Cass  county.  Dio. ; and  DIonroe,  of  Snyder  count\', 
Pennsylvania. 

Siegfried  Washington  Zimmerman,  son  of 
George,  Avas  born  Sept.  18,  18o5,  in  the  Dlahan- 
tango  A'alley,  Schuylkill  county.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  Avhen  eigh- 
teen years  old  took  up  the  carpenter's  trade,  Avhich 
he  has  folloAved  ever  since.  In  1872  he  had  come 
to  Little  Dlahanoy  toAvnship,  Xorthumberland 
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county,  living  at  Dornsit'e,  in  that  township,  until 
his  marriage.  lie  became  boss  carpentei’,  and  for 
some  years  was  busy  erecting  houses  and  barns 
in  Shamokin,  Sunbury  and  the  surrounding  dis- 
tricts. Since  April,  1900,  be  has  been  engaged 
as  carpenter  for  the  Trevorton  Coal  Land  Com- 
pany. He  has  prospered  at  his  trade,  and  owns 
real  estate  at  Sunbury,  where  he  built  a house  in 
1908  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Broad  streets. 
His  large  frame  residence  near  Hunter  Station 
(on  the  Beading  railroad),  in  Little  Mahanoy 
township,  he  erected  in  the  fall  of  1889,  and  has 
occupied  it  ever  since.  iMr.  Zimmerman  has  served 
the  township  as  assessor  for  twelve  years,  and  as 
school  director  for  three  years.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  political  affiliation. 

On  June  7,  1878,  iMr.  Zimmerman  married 
Alice  Peifer,  daughter  of  Elias  Peifer,  and  they 
have  had  two  children,  George  Elmer  and  Harvey 
Clayton.  George  Elmer  Zimmerman  is  a lumber 
merchant  at  Shamokin;  he  married  Carrie  Dun- 
kelberger  and  has  one  child,  C.  Myrtle.  Harvey 
Clayton  Zimmerman,  a student  at  the  institution 
at  Xew  Berlin,  Pa.,  taught  music  before  taking 
up  his  classical  course.  Sir.  Zimmerman  and  his 
family  are  Lutheran  members  of  Emanuel  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  at  Little  Mahanoy,  of 
which  he  was  deacon  eight  years  and  elder  two 
years.  They  have  also  been  active  in  the  work 
of  the  Sunday  school,  in  wdiich  he  has  been  a 
teacher  from  boyhood,  was  at  one  time  treasurer, 
secretary  for  some  v’ears  and  superintendent  for 
a number  of  years.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  his 
usefulness  has  carried  him  into  several  fields  of 
general  interest,  in  all  of  which  he  has  done  his 
share  as  a good  member  of  society. 

CHABLES  P.  BEICK,  of  the  Monarch  Steam 
Laundry,  Shamokin,  has  established  a standard 
for  excellence  in  his  line  which  would  make  him 
a .successful  competitor  for  the  patronage  of  any 
community.  The  support  his  enterprise  has  re- 
ceived shows  how  well  his  up-to-date  methods  and 
high-class  work  are  appreciated.  Mr.  Beick’s  ex- 
perience in  the  matter  of  laundry  equipment  prior 
to  his  entering  the  business  on  his  own  account 
gave  him  a distinct  advantage  at  the  start,  but 
his  continued,  success  should  be  credited  to  his 
own  efforts. 

Mr.  Eeick  was  born  at  Trevorton,  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  Sept.  2,  1858,  son  of  George  Beick, 
a native  of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  who  came  to 
America  in  18-10.  In  his  native  land  George 
Eeick  w'as  engaged  as  foreman  in  a silk  mill.  On 
coming  to  America  he  landed  at  Xew  York,  but 
came  on  to  Schuylkill  county.  Pa.,  where  he  began 
mining,  an  occupation  which  he  continued  to  fol- 
low until  his  death.  In  1819  he  nioved  to  Trev- 
orton, making  a permanent  home  there.  He  died 
Jan.  5,  1809.  Ilis  wife,  Catherine  (Fisher),  died 


at  "Williamsport,  Pa.  They  had  the  followdng 
children:  George,  William,  Dora,  Polly,  Amelia, 
Charles  F.,  and  three  who  died  in  infancy. 

Charles  F.  Beick  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Trevorton.  He  was  only  a boy 
when  he  commenced  work  in  the  mines,  being 
employed  at  tbe  Xorth  Franklin  and  Bed  Ash  col- 
lieries. He  followed  this  work  until  he  was  twen- 
ty years  old,  when  he  went  to  Ashland  with  WTl- 
liam  Lauderfield,  with  whom  he  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade.  Going  to  WTlliamsport,  he  was 
engaged  by  the  Williamsport  Furniture  Company 
for  one  year,  after  which  he  commenced  carpen- 
tering and  building  on  his  own  account  at  that 
place,  continuing  it  for  some  time.  He  next  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Eailway 
Company  as  a bridge  builder.  Beturning  to  Wil- 
liamsport, .he  became  foreman  for  A.  A.  Artley, 
a well  known  contractor,  with  whom  he  was  as- 
sociated for  five  years,  since  when  he  has  been 
identified  with  the  laundry  business.  Entering 
the  service  of  the  Lloyd  Laundry  and  Shirt  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  at  Williamsport,  he  contin- 
ued with  that  concern  for  the  long  period  of  twen- 
ty-two years,  during  which  time  his  work  took 
him  into  twenty-seven  States,  principally  in  the 
South.  For  six  years  he  was  at  Charleston,  S. 
C.  Mr.  Eeick’s  specialty  was  the  equipment  and 
establishment  of  laundries,  in  which  he  \Vas  very 
successful,  his  judgment  in  the  requirements  of 
such  plants  being  found  most  reliable  by  all  who 
trusted  to  it.  He  has,  in  all,  fitted  up  twenfy-eight 
laundries,  the  success  of  wliich  has  demonstrated 
the  practical  value  of  his  ideas  in  this  field  of 
industry.  In  1902  he  located  on  his  father-in- 
law’s  farm  at  Catawissa,  Pa.,  but  after  three  years 
he  returned  to  his  old  line,  in  1905  settling  in 
Shamokin,  where  he  has  since  run  the  Monarch 
Steam  Laundry,  having  leased  it  from  F.  A. 
Schreadley  in  April,  1905.  Under  his  management 
the  equipment  of  this  plant  is  naturally  the  most 
convenient  known  to  the  trade.  With  his  wide 
knowledge  of  laundry  machinery  he  was  able  to 
select  the  most  reliable  and  economical  devices  in- 
vented for  turning  out  the  finest  grade  of  work, 
with  the  result  that  Shamokin  has  exceptional 
laundry  facilities,  such  as  are  enjoyed  by  few  places 
of  its  size,  and  which  can  be  excelled  nowhere. 
The  Monarch  Steam  Laundry  is  tlie  best  equipped 
plant  of  its  size  in  the  State.  l\[r.  Eeick  having 
built  and  fitted  every  part  of  it  liimself,  from  the 
dry  room  to  the  laying  of  the  steam  pipes,  the 
setting  of  the  boiler  and  the  installing  of  the 
machinery,  no  expense  having  been  spared  in  any 
department.  He  had  had  the  task  of  establishing 
it,  two  years  before  he  became  the  lessee,  so  that  he 
knew  exactly  what  he  was  doing  wlien  it  came 
into  his  hands.  The  equipment  includes  two  250- 
shirt  washers,  an  extractor,  Bishop  starcher,  thirty- 
gallon  starch  kettle,  body  ironer,  neckband  and 
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wristband  iroiiei,  collar  shaper,  economic  collar 
and  cuff  starclier,  forty-inch  five-roll  Hagan  man- 
gle and  cuff  machine,  Hagan  bosom  ironer  and  a 
100-inch  five-roll  Hagan  mangle  with  a capacity 
of  ten  thousand  pieces  a day.  A Hercules  dry 
room,  built  after  Mr.  Reich’s  own  plans,  will  dry 
1,500  collars  or  100  shirts  in  twelve  minutes.  The 
upper  floors  of  the  plant  are  devoted  to  the  clean- 
ing of  woolen  blankets  and  lace  curtains.  Em- 
ployment is  given  to  eleven  people.  The  best 
supplies  are  used  and  the  utmost  care  is  taken  in 
the  handling  of  all  pieces,  with  the  result  that 
the  laundry  enjoys  high  popularity  and  corre- 
sponding prosperity. 

Mr.  Reick  married  IMary  Bude,  daughter  of  Au- 
gustus Bude,  of  Catawissa,  Pa.,  and  they  have 
had  three  children,  Martha,  Edna  and  George. 
The  eldest  daughter,  ^lartha,  is  the  wife  of  Thomas 
Nolan,  and  has  had  three  children,  William  (de- 
ceased),'Herbert  T.  and  Rosie.  Mr.  Reick  and 
his  family  live  upon  his  stock  farm  of  fifty-eight 
acres  at  Paxinos.  He  is  a member  of  the  United 
, Brethren  Church. 

MARTIN  LUTHER  HENDRICKS,  deceased, 
who  until  his  death  had  been  engaged  in  business 
in  Sunbury  from  1S80  as  a wholesale  dealer  in 
wines  and  liquors,  was  also  well  known  as  the 
owner  of  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  collections 
of  Indian  relics  in  his  section  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  house  in  which  he  lived  has  been  remodeled 
and  improved",  but  it  is  the  oldest  dwelling  in 
Sunbury,  having  been  built  in  1775.  He  was  of 
the  fourth  or  fifth  generation  of  his  family  to 
reside  in  this  region,  his  great-grandfather,  Tobias 
(Sk’J  • Hendrick,  having  come  to  Snyder  county  from 
York  county.  Pa.,  in  an  early  day,  and  Fort  Hen- 
drick, at  Kreanier,  Snyder  county,  was  named  aft- 
er his  father. 

Samuel  Hendrick,  son  of  Tobias,  was  born  in 
Penn  township,  Northumberland  (now  Snyder) 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  buried  at  Row’s  church,  in  Sny- 
der county,  to  which  he  gave  twenty  acres  of 
. ground  with  the  provision  that  ^'no  Hendrick 
should  he  refused  burial  in  the  cemetery  of  Row’s 
Church.”  The  transfer  of  the  deed  is  recorded 
in  the  courthouse  at  Sunbury.  Samuel  Hendrick 
was  a prosperous  farmer,  owning  a large  tract 
which  is  now  divided  into  three  farms,  all  lying 
around  Row's  church.  He  married  Elizabeth  De- 
Wees,  who  long  survived  him,  and  who  upon  her 
second  marriage,  to  George  Boger,  sold  the  home- 
stead (to  a man  named  Look)  and  moved  to  Sun- 
bury. Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Hendrick  had  one 
son,  Benjamin,  the  father  of  ^lartin  Luther  Hen- 
dricks. The  members  of  the  Hendricks  family 
generally  have  been  tall  and  of  athletic  build. 

Benjamin  Hendricks,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born 
in  Snyder  county  Sept.  25,  1811,  received  a com- 
mon school  education,  and  learned  the  trade  of 


cigarmakcr.  He  was  quite  young  wdien  he  went 
to  Sunbury,  in  1824,  living  there  in  a house  which 
stood  near  the  present  site  of  the  residence  of 
John  Haas.  His  active  }ears  were  spent  princi- 
pally at  farming,  merchandising  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  lime,  and  he  prospered,  at  one  time  own- 
ing what  is  known  as  ihe  Hunter  farm,  on  which 
Fort  Augusta  was  located,  and  also  owning  a good 
plantation  in  Caroline  county,  Va.,  which  he 
bought  after  the  Civil  war.  After  his  wife’s  death 
he  lived  on  that  property  with  his  son,  dying  there 
in  1883.  He  was  a director  of  the  Sunbury,  Haz- 
leton & Wilkes-Barre  Railroad  Company  during 
the  construction  of  its  road,  which  is  now  owned 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Company,  retaining  that  con- 
nection until  the  road  came  under  tlie  new  own- 
ership. 

Benjamin  Hendricks  married  Ann  ^laria  Shin- 
del,  who  was  born  in  Sunbury,  Pa.,  daughter  of 
Rev.  John  Peter  Shindel,  and  she  died  Dec.  9, 
1877,  aged  sixtv-two  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hen- 
dricks are  buried  in  Pomfret  Manor  cemetery,  at 
Sunbury.  They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  To  them  Were  born  twelve  children,  six 
sons  and  six  daughters,  viz. : Samuel  S.  is  deceased; 
"William  M.  is  deceased;  Jacob  S.  is  a resident  of 
A'irginia;  Elizabeth  D.  married  Hon.  S.  P.  "Wol- 
verton,  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Northum- 
berland county ; Martin  Luther  is  mentioned  be- 
low ; Susan  Ann  died  at  Allentown,  of  spotted 
fever:  Louisa  married  M.  R.  Hemperly,  a pho- 
tographer, of  Philadelphia;  Mary  S.  (deceased) 
married  Samuel  Faust,  of  Sunbury;  Catharine  Y. 
died  young;  Isaac  N.  is  a resident  of  Sunbury; 
John  Peter  S.  is  deceased ; Ann  Maria  makes  her 
home  with  her  sister  IMrs.  Wolverton. 

IMartin  Luther  Hendricks  was  born  June  4, 
1813,  in  Sunbury,  and  there  began  his  education 
in  the  pay  schools  which  were  common  in  his 
boyhood.  Later  he  went  to  what  is  now  Susque- 
hanna University,  at  SelinsgroVe,  and  to  "Witten- 
berg College,  at  Springfield,  Clark  Co.,  Ohio,  grad- 
uating from  the  latter  institution  in  1872.  Since 
then  he  had  been  a resident  of  Sunbury,  and  in 
1880  became  engaged  in  the  wholesale  liquor  busi- 
ness, being  the  first  dealer  of  the  kind  in  the  bor- 
ough. In  that  year  he  and  his  brother-in-law,  B. 
F.  Bright,  became  associated  under  the  business 
name  of  B.  F.  Bright,  and  were  in  business  to- 
gether until  Mr.  Brislit's  death,  in  July,  1907, 
after  which  !^[r.  Hendricks  carried  on  the  business 
alone  until  his  death.  He  carried  a large  and  well 
assorted  stock  of  wines  and  liquors,  and  had  a 
large  trade,  built  up  by  straight  dealing  and  hon- 
orable business  metltods.  Mr.  Hendricks’  death  oc- 
curred June  21,  1911,  at  his  home  in  Sunbury. 

As  previously  mentioned,  iMr.  Hendricks  was 
the  possessor  of  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  col- 
lections of  Indian  relics  possessed  by  any  one  in 
his  section,  about  twenty  thousand  specimens  in 
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dll,  and  his  collections  of  beads,  bracelets  and 
similar  articles  is  the  largest  owned  by  any  one 
person  in  I’ennsylvania.  Xorthumberland  county 
was  the  home  of  Shikellimy,  the  most  famous  In- 
dian chief  of  his  day,  and  iMr.  Hendricks  was 
always  deeply  interested  in  his  story  and  in 
local  history  generally,  especially  of  the  early  days, 
when  the  red  men  were  still  in  this  section.  In 
1858  he  dug  up  the  remains  of  the  famous  -chief, 
who  had  been  interred  above  Fort  Augusta,  the 
public  road  now  passing  over  the  site  of  his  grave; 
he  had  been  given  a Christian  burial  by  one  of 
the  noted  Moravian  ministers  of  the  day.  When 
Mr.  Hendricks  disinterred  his  body  he  also  found 
many  Indian  relics,  pipes,  beads,  tomahawks,  paint 
and  paint  cups,  bracelets,  a horse  pistol,  etc.,  all 
of  which  have  been  carefully  preserved. 

On  Aug.  6,  1878,  Mr.  Hendricks  married  Esther 
Amelia  Bright,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah 
(Weiss)  Bright.  They  had  no  children.  They 
resided  at  Woodlawn  avenue  and  Third  street, 
Sunbury,  in  a house  which  was  originally  built 
by  George  Sherwood,  from  Philadelpliia,  in  1775, 
the  oldest  house  now  standing  in  Sunbury.  It 
is  one  and  a half  stories  high,  and  built  of  logs, 
wdiich  are  now,  however,  covered  with  weather- 
boards. 

TIMOTHY  XEAEY.  proprietor  of  the  “Penn- 
sylvania House’’  at  Gowen  City,  in  Cameron  town- 
ship, Xorthumberland  county,  was  born  in  the 
borough  of  Shamokiu  July  28,  1853,  and  is  of 
Irish  descent.  His  gi’andfather,  James  Xeary, 
settled  in  Xew  A'ork  State  upon  his  emigration 
from  Ireland,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life. 

James  Xeary,  son  of  James  Xeary  and  father 
of  Timothy  Xeary,  was  bom  in  Ireland  and  was 
a young  man  when  he  came  to  America.  He 
first  lived  in  Xew  York  State  after  his  arrival  in 
this  country  and  was  there  engaged  at  day  labor. 
Coming  later  to  Shamokin,  Xorthumberland  Co., 
Pa.,  he  was  employed  at  the  mines.  He  died 
ajt  Shamokin.  To  James  Xeary  and  his  wife 
Mary  (Kennedy)  were  born  children  as  follows; 
Maria,  Timothy,  James,  Bridget,  Eliza  and  John. 

Timothy  Xeary  obtained  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Shamokin.  IVlien  a boy  he 
began  work  as  so  many  of  the  youth  of  the  region 
did,  as  slate  picker.  He  was  thus  employed  at 
the  Locust  Gap  and  Cameron  collieries  for  some 
time,  and  later  tended  door  and  loaded  cars 
before  he  began  cutting  coal.  He  followed  this 
work  for  fifteen  years,  most  of  the  time  employed 
at  the  Cameron  colliery,  and  in  18!)2  retired  from 
mining.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business.  For  several  years  he  carried  it  on  in 
Shamokin,  in  April,  i902,  buying  his  present 
stand  at  Gowen  Citv  from  Elias  Gonser.  This 
hotel  was  l)uilt  by  Puter  Wcikel  in  1852,  and  was 


the  first  in  the  district.  The  business  has  been 
enlarged  and  the  service  improved  under  jMr. 
Xeary’s  proprietorship,  and  he  has  a profitable 
patronage,  which  he  has  gained  and  held  by  his 
accommodating  and  business-like  methods.  He 
is  a well  known  and  respected  citizen,  and  oc- 
cupies an  honorable  place  among  the  substantial 
residents  of  his  community. 

ilr.  Xeary  married  Bridget  Golden,  daughter  of 
James  Golden,  and  to  them  were  born  two  chil- 
dren : IMary,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Yeager 
and  has  two  children,  Mary  C.  and  Elleanora;  and 
John,  at  home.  i\Irs.  Xeary  died  Sept.  13,  1896, 
and  is  buried  at  Shamokin.  Socially  Mr.  Xeary 
belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  'of  Hibernians.  In 
religion  he  is  a Catholic,  a member  of  St.  Edward’s 
Church,  and  in  politics  a Democrat. 

HEXEY  J.  DOXMAYEE,  a farmer  of 'Wash- 
ington township,  Xorthumberland  county,  was 
lx)rn  May  22,  1856,  in  Jordan  township,  son  of 
Davis  and  Catharine  (Geise)  Donmayer. 

According  to  family  tradition  four  Donmayer 
brothers  came  from  the  Fatherland  and  located 
in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  one  of  them,  Xicholas, 
locating  across  the  Blue  Mountains  in  the  terri- 
tory which  in  1771  became  part  of  Pine  Grove 
township,  Schuylkill  (then  Berks)  county.  His 
name  on  the  first  assessment  list,  made  in  1772, 
appears  as  Xicholas  Dornmeier.  From  him  de- 
scended Henry  Donmayer,  tiie  grandfather  of 
Henry  J.  Donmayer,  of  Washington  township, 
Xorthumberland  county. 

Another  of  the  four  brothers,  Peter  “Dorn- 
meyer,”  settled  in  Greenwich  township,  Berks 
county.  In  1790  he  had  one  son  under  sixteen 
years  old,  a wife,  aiul  three  daughters.  II is  occu- 
pation was  farming.  i\Iilton  T.  Donmayer,  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  .Kutztown, 
Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  is-  a descendant  of  Peter  through 
Benjamin  Donmayer  (1799-1861),  wdio  was  born 
in  Lougswamp  township,  Berks  county,  and  died 
in  Union  township,  Lebanon  county.  He  was  a 
farmer  in  iMaxatawny  township,  Berks  county, 
until  1845,  wdien  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Lebanon 
county.  His  wife  Hannah  (Gernant)  bore  him  the 
following  children:  Catharine,  William.  Lewis, 
Maria,  Franklin,  Susan,  Eudolph,  Milton  T. 
(born  in  1848)  and  Isaac  (who  died  young). 
IVilliam,  Lewis  and  Franklin  were  soldiers  in  the 
Civil  war.  Lewis  losing  his  life  at  the  battle  of 
Cold  Harbor. 

Henry  Donmayer.  grandfather  of  Henry  J. 
Donmayer,  lived  in  Wayne  township,  not  far  from 
Pine  Grove,  Schuylkill  county,  and  was  a mill- 
wright and  farmer.  His  descendants  are  still 
found  in  that  section.  He  and  his  wife  Susan 
(Snyder)  had  children  as  follows:  Davis;  Henry 
(Harry),  who  lived  in  Schuylkill  comity;  Susanna, 
who  died  unmarried;  Catharine,  who  died  young; 
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and  Marv,  wlio  married  Edward  Xies  and  lived 
for  a time  in  Schuylkill  county,  later  coming  to 
Jordan  township,  Xortlmmherland  county. 

Davis  Donmayer  was  born  in  Schuylkill  county. 
Pa.,  and  died  Sept.  D,  1906,  in  Jordan  township, 
Xorthumberland  county  (aged  eighty  years,  seven 
months,  four  days),  where  he  is  buried,  at  St. 
Paul's  Church,  Urban.  He  was  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  which  he  served  as  elder 
and  deacon.  In  his  earlier  life  Mr.  Donmayer 
was  a farm  laborer,  later  liecoming  a boatman 
on  the  old  abandoned  Union  canal  from  Pine  Grove 
to  Middletown,  and  in  time  he  went  into  the 
lime-burning  business  in  Jordan  township.  In 
1878  he  commenced  farming  in  that  township, 
which  he  continued  until  his  death.  He  owned 
a tract  of  thirty-eight  acres.  Mr.  Donmayer  was 
a Democrat,  and  he  was  a citizen  who  enjoyed 
the  confidence  of  his  fellow  men,  serving  as  treas- 
urer and  supervisor  of  his  township.  His  wife, 
Catharine  ((jieise),  daughter  of  George  and  Cath- 
arine (Schwartz)  Geise,  died  May  9,  1907,  aged 
eiglih'-two  years,  nine  months,  tVventy-three  days, 
the  mother  of  the  following  children : iMary  J., 
]\[rs.  iniliam  Heim  ; Daniel,  nho  died  in  his  twen- 
tieth year ; Henry  J. : George,  Elizabeth  and 
Charles,  who  died  young. 

Henry  J.  Donmayer  oldained  a common  school 
education  in  Jordan  township,  and  was  a boy  of 
only  ten  years  when  he  began  teaming  regularly 
with  his  father,  hauling  coal,  lime  and  doing  all 
kinds  of  draying.  In  the  spring  of  1878  he  began 
farming  in  Jordan  township,  on  a thirty-six-acre 
tract  upon  tvhich  he  lived  for  eight  years,  and 
in  1887  he  engaged  in  the  butcher  business,  at 
which  he  continued  for  ten  years.  During  this 
time  he  lived  at  L'’rban.  In  the  spring  of  1898 
he  moved  to  Gowen  City,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Cameron  township,  where  he  farmed  for  two  years, 
thence'  moving  to  E hired  township,  Scliuylkill 
■county,  where  he  also  farmed  for  two  year’s.  Mov- 
ing back  to  Jordan  township,  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  there  for  several  years,  until  he  sold  out 
and  moved  to  Lebanon.  Pa.,  at  which  place  ho 
worked  in  the  rolling  mills.  In  the  spring  of  1907 
Le  came  to  his  present  home,  the  old  Daniel  home- 
stead in  'Washington  township,  which  farm  con- 
sists of  110  acres.  It  was  in  the  Daniel  name 
from  1771,  to  1907.  Two  log  houses  stand  on 
this  land,  one  of  which  was  built  in  1800  and  is 
■still  used  as  a dwelling;  the  other  is  not  quite 
so  old.  iMr.  Donmayer  lias  modern  agricultural 
implements  and  is  u))-to-date  in  all  the  branches 
of  his  work,  using  scientific  methods  wherever  prac- 
ticable and  working  his  land  intelligently.  He  is 
a Democrat  and  has  been  active  in  promoting 
the  success  of  his  party.  While  a resident  of  Jor- 
dan township  he  filled  the  office  of  school  director- 
three  years.  He  and  his  family  are  Lutheran 


members  of  St.  John's  Church,  which  he  has 
served  as  deacon. 

In  188?  IMr.  Donmayer  married  Susan  J.  Sny- 
der, daughter  of  George  B.  and  Susan  (Hamer) 
Snyder,  of  Eldred  township,  Scliuylkill  county, 
and  they  have  five  children;  Adam  E.,  Katie  G., 
Charles  0.,  Jerre  E.  and  Harry  K. 

GEOPGE  W.  PAUL,  merchant  and  postmaster 
at  Line  Mountain,  in  the  most  easterly  part  of 
Upper  Mahanoy  township,  has  l>ecn  one  of  the 
most  active  residents  of  that  section  for  a num- 
ber of  years  and  has  passedi  all  his  life  in  the 
totvnship,  having  been  born  there,  on  the  Paul 
homestead,  Aug.  ?7,  18-53.  He  is  descended  from 
a family  which  has  been  settled  in  Pennsylvania 
from  the  early  days,  and  which  is  still  numerously 
represented  tlrere.  The  Federal  Census  Beport  of 
1790  showed  thirty-seven  heads  of  families  of  this 
name  in  Pennsylvania  alone,  so  that  it  is  difficult 
for  the  genealogist  to  trace  any  one  line  without  re- 
liable records  in  the  possession  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  family.  The  line  in  which  we 
are  interested  is  traced  from  ATilentine  Paul. 

A^alentine  (known  as  “Falty'D  Paul,  the  pioneer 
who  settled  in  Xorthumberland  county,  in  that 
district  now  embraced  in  the  territory  of  Upper 
]Mahano}y  township,  located  at  the  source  of  the 
Greenbrier  creek,  and  owned  a large  tract  of  land, 
some  of  which  he  cleared  and  put  under  cultiva- 
tion. In  1805  he  purchased  1?0  acres  in  Alalia- 
noy  (now  Upper  Mahanoy)  township  for  550 
pounds  lawful  money  “truly  in  hand  paid”  from 
Philip  and  Magd.  Diehl.  The  same  year  Philip 
and  Magd.  Diehl  and  their  son  Alichael  Diehl  and 
his  wife  Magd.  sold  a second  tract,  lying  adjacent 
to  the  one  just  mentioned,  to  A^alentine  Paul. 
He  built  a log  house  on  what  is  now  the  farm  of 
Peter  H.  Paul,  and  it  was  a very  old  structure 
when  it  was  razed,  in  1879.  A’alentine  Paul  was 
a member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  He  is  buried 
at  Howerters  Church,  but  his  grave  is  not  marked. 
To  him  and  his  wife  Susanna  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Benjamin,  George,  Alichael,  A^al- 
entine  and  Daniel.  Of  these,  Michael  is  the  an- 
cestor of  the  branch  of  the  family  to  which  George 
W.  Paul  belongs.  Concerning  the  others,  George 
succeeded  his  father  on  the  homestead,  living  there 
until  his  removal  in  1856  to  Illinois,  where  his 
descendants  continue  to  reside;  his  children  were 
Ahilentine.  Peter,  Jacob,  Hannah  and  Sarah.  ATtl- 
entine.  who  was  a farmer,  lived  on  another  part 
of  his  father's  homestead ; among  his  children  were 
Alichael  (who  moved  West),  Andrew  (who  was 
killed  by  a “Yankee'’  through  some  frouhle  aliout 
a land  transaction).  Polly  and  Catharine  (mar- 
ried John  Diehl).  Daniel  lived  in  part  of  his 
brother  George's  house  for  a time,  later  moving 
out  West,  where  he  prospered;  he  married  Hannah 
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Heim,  and  tlioy  had  one  daughter,  Mary,  who  was 
young  when  lier  parents  moved  West.  In  1803, 
when  St.  Jacob’s  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church 
was  organized,  ilichael  and  Benjamin  Paul  were 
among  tlie  prominent  members. 

Michael  Paul,  son  of  Valentine,  was  born  in 
Upper  Saucon  township,  Northainpton  Co.,  Aug. 
13,  17G8,  and  was  there  baptized.  In  Northum- 
berland county  he  settled  two  miles  south  of  his 
fathers  homestead,  on  a tract  which  is  now  the 
property  of  David  D.  Paul,  a grandson,  having  a 
farm  of  135  acres  which  afforded  him  a good  liv- 
ing. He  died  at  an  advanced  age  and  is  buried 
at  the  Salem  (Plerb)  Church,  of  which  he  and 
his  family  were  members.  His  old  family  Bible, 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  widow  of  Elias  Paul, 
shows  date  and  place  of  his  birth ; that  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Kuntzelman  was  born  Jan.  25,  1773  (the 
wife  of  Michael  Paul  is  recorded  elsewhere  as  Eliza- 
beth Geissinger,  lx)rn  Jan.  25,  1773,  died  Jan.  17, 
1853 ; as  his  son  Michael'  apparently  married  a 
Kuntzelman  the  surnames  may  have  become 
mixed),  and  that  their  children  were  born 

as  follows:  Johannes,  1793;  , Dec.  27, 

1791;  , Sept.  20,  179G;  Michael,  Sept. 

21,  1798;  Catharine,  Oct.  27,  1800;  John, 
Jan.  31,  1803;  Samuel,  Nov.  27,  1805; 
Susanna,  Nov.  20,  1807 ; Tpbias,  Oct.  29,  1808. 
(Another  account  gives  the  children  as  Valentine, 
who  remained  on  the  homestead;  Michael;  and 
Lydia,  who  married  Peter  Brown.  Lydia,  wife 
of  Peter  Brown,  was  according  to  tombstone  rec- 
ords born  Sept.  23,  1817,  and  died  March  27, 
1887.)  Among  other  items  in  the  old  Bible  men- 
tioned we  find  that  Elias  Paul,  son  of  one  Michael 
Paul,  was  born  Oct.  15,  1821,  and  died  May  8, 
1906;  his  widow,  Catharine  (^Maurer),  was  born 
Feb.  28,  1831. 

Michael  Paul,  son  of  Michael  and  Elizabeth,  was 
born  Sept.  21,  1798,  on  the  homestead,  and  died 
March  3,  1879.  He  is  buried  at  St.  John’s  Church, 
in  Upper  Mahanoy.  He  was  a carpenter  and  an  all- 
around  skillful  mechanic,  being  able  to  make  shoes 
and  wagons  and  do  tailoring,  in  fact  there  was 
little  in  the  way  of  handicraft  that  he  did  not 
undertake  successfully.  He  was  also  a prosperous 
farmer,  owning  a tract  of  100  acres,  on  which  he 
bujlt  the  house  which  still  stands  in  18G8.  In 
1866  he  built  a barn,  but  it  was  destroyed  by  light- 
ning in  1898  and  rebuilt  by  his  son  Peter.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  local  affairs,  serving  as  sup- 
ervisor and  school  director,  and  was  prominent  in 
the  religious  life  of  the  comraunit}',  being  a Luth- 
eran member  of  St . John’s  Church,  which  he 
served  officially  during  the  greater  part  of  his  ma- 
ture life.  His  wife.  Esther  Ilornberger,  was  a 
daughter  of  George  Ilornberger,  who  is  buried  in 
a private  burial  ground  in  a field  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Cameron  township.  (Tombstone  records 
say  Michael  L.  Paul,  born  Sept.  21,  1798,  died 


3,  1879,  aged  eighty  years,  seven  months, 

twelve  days;  wife  Catlsarine  Kuntzelman,  born 
July  22,  1800,  died  Nov.  2,  1873.  Johannes  Kunt- 
zelman and  his  wife  Margaretha  Reissin  had  a 
daughter  Maria  Catharine,  born  July  22,  1800.) 
To  Mr.  and  IMrs.  IMichael  Paul  were  born  chil- 
dren as  follows:  John,  who  died  in  the  Stone 
hospital,  IVashington,  D.  C.,  while  serving  in  the 
army  during  tlie  Civil  war ; Catharine,  who  mar- 
ried Elias  Kalder;  Peter  H. ; Polly,  who  married 
Andrew  Kalder  : George  W. ; Daniel  H.,  who  lives 
in  Dauphin  county.  Pa.  (his  post  office  is  Prog- 
ress) ; and  IVilliam,  a resident  of  Upj^er  Maha- 
noy township. 

Peter  H.  Paul,  son  of  IMichael,  is  a retired  farm- 
er of  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  where  for  many 
years  he  was  well  known  in  public  affairs,  as  well 
as  in  business  life.  He  was  born  Aug.  5,  1848, 
and  began  his  education  in  the  subscription 
schools,  later  attending  the  free  schools  for  two 
tenns.  Like  his  father,  he  is  a mec-hanical  geni- 
us, being  able  to  work  at  many  trades,  and  thus 
he  has  worked  as  a carpenter,  blacksmith  and 
wheelwright,  has  made  a number  of  new  wagon®, 
and  has  made  cloth  for  his  own  use,  being  handy 
at  all  sorts  of  mechanical  work.  He  farmed  for 
some  years,  owning  eight}'  acres  of  the  original 
Paul  homestead,  and  he  built  the  present  barn  on 
that  tract  in  1898.  His  undertakings  prospered 
well  under  his  efficient  management,  and  his  abil- 
ity was  recognized  by  his  fellow  citizens,  who 
elected  him  for  three  terms  as  assessor  and  for  the 
same  period  as  school  director.  In  politics  he  is 
identified  with  the  Democratic  party. 

In  November,  1873,  Mr.  Paul  married  Eliza- 
beth Snyder,  daughter  of  Simon  and  Leah  (Wet- 
zel) Snyder,  of  Upper  Mahanoy  township,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  IMary  G.,  now  the  wife  of 
Albert  Gessner  and  the  mother  of  one  child,  Leroy 
xkllen;  ]^Ir.  and  l\Irs.  Gessner  live  with  her  parents, 
and  he  follows  farming  and  carpentering.  Mrs. 
Paul  suffers  almost  constantly  from  rheumatism, 
having  been  an  invalid  practically  since  1902,  but 
her  mental  faculties  are  unimpaired,  and  she  bears 
her  infirmity  with  Christian  fortitude.  Mr.  Paul 
and  his  family  are  Lutheran  members  of  St.  John’s 
Church. 

George  W.  Paul  first  attended  the  subscription 
schools,  later  receiving  the  benefits  of  the  free 
schools.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  accord- 
ing to  local  custom  worked  for  his  parents  until 
of  age,  in  1875  beginning  to  farm  on  his  own  ac- 
count, at  the  homestead.  The  following  spring 
he  settled  at  his  present  farm  in  Upper  Mahanoy, 
which  contains  ninety-one  acres.  It  was  at  one 
time  a Wren  homestead,  but  the  present  set  of 
buildings  was  erected  by  one  Elias  Smith.  It  was 
Wren,  however,  that  established  the  mercantile 
business,  about  1825,  conducting  it  for  many  year®, 
and  he  was  succeeded  by  George  Snyder,  Elias 
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Scliankweilor,  and  Smitli  IfL'mer,  in  turn.  Eor 
some  years  after  Smith  & Herner  discontinued 
business  the  store  was  closed,  but  Mr.  Paul  re- 
opened it  after  moA’ing  to  this  location,  in  1876, 
and  two  years  later  he  succeeded  in  having  the 
post  office  re-established,  it  having  been  removed 
to  a place  then  known  as  Maiirey's  Hotel,  near 
St.  Jacob’s  Church.  . The  store  and  post  office  are 
the  most  easterly  in  the  township.  IMr.  Paul  owns 
another  farm  besides  his  home  place,  a tract  of 
160  acres  formerly  known  as  the  Daniel  Howerter 
place,  also  in  the  eastern  end  of  the  township. 
.Ml'-  Paul  has  been  intrusted  with  various  public 
responsibilities,  wars  assessor  of  the  township  for 
some  years,  azrd  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace, 
but  did  not  care  to  assume  the  duties  of  that  po- 
sition. On  political  questions  he  is  a Democrat. 

In  1874  Mr.  Paul  married  Amelia  Haas,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathan  and  Elizabeth  (Knorr)  Haas,  and 
they  have  had  a family  of  four  children ; Sophron- 
ia,  wife  of  Herbert  C.  Knerr,  living  in  Shamokin, 
Pa.;  Francis  M.,  wiio  married  Katie  Kehler  and 
lives  in  Shamokin ; George  V.,  and  Mabel  C.  Mr. 
Paul  and  his  family  worship  at  St.  Jacob’s  Union 
Church,  and  he  has  been  one  of  its  useful  members, 
having  served  eight  years  as  deacon,  and  being 
present  treasurer  of  the  Sunday  school,  wiiich  of- 
fice he  has  filled  continuously  since  1894. 

WILLIAM  C.  BOY'EE,  who  has  an  up-to-date 
meat  market  and  grocery  in  the  borough  of  Sun- 
bury,  is  one  of ’the  younger  business  men  of  that 
place  whose  energy  and  progressiveness  have  been 
marked  factors  in  the. bringing  about  of  present 
conditions  in  its  commercial  life.  He  has  been  a 
resident  of  Sunbury  since  1900.  Mr.  Boyer  wms 
born  in  iVIontour  county.  Pa.,  Nov.  13,  1876,  and  is 
a member  of  an  old  family  of  that  region  whose 
founder  there,  Henry  Boyer,  moved  from  Berks 
county,  this  State.  He  followed  farming  until  his 
death,  and  is  buried  at  the  Follmer  Church.  He 
and  his  wife  Catharine  had  children  as  follows ; 
Jacob,  Henry,  Christopher,  Susan,  Benjamin, 
Phebe  (Mrs.  Thomas  Bieber),  Leah  (Mrs.  George 
Bieber)  and  Maria  (Mrs.  Ilem-y  Poul). 

Benjamin  Boyer,-  son  of  Henry,  lived  in  iMon- 
tour  county,  had  a small  farm,  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  the  manufacture  of  brick.  He  died 
Oct.  20,  1889,  aged  seventy-six  years,  and  is  buried 
at  the  Follmer  Church.  To  him  and  his  wife  ilary 
(Miller),  daughter  of  Samuel  Miller,  were  born 
these  -children : Samuel  iM.  lives  at  Pottsgrove, 

Pa.,  where  he  is  serving  as  postmaster  ; George 
Francis  lives  in  Michigan:  Catharine  died  in  in- 
fancy; Zacharias  M.  li\es  at  Milton,  Pa.;  Charles 
P.  lives  on  the  homcsffiad  near  Pottsgrove;  U. 
Grant  lives  at  Clarkstown,  Pennyvlvania. 

Zacharias  M.  Bover,  sou  of  Benjamin,  was  born 
May  6,  1851,  on  the  homestead  in  IMontour  county. 
Pa.  He  was  reared  upon  the  farm  and  also  worked 
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in  his  father's  brickyard.  In  1878  he  xuoved  to 
Milton,  NortliumbeiTand  county,  where  he  still 
makes  his  home,  and  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in 
the  teaming  business.  He  is  an  industrious  and 
thrifty  man,  and  is  regarded  by  all  w'ho  know  him 
as  an  excellent  citizen.  On  Dec.  30,  1875,  IMr. 
Boyer  married  Emma  Lattimere.  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert and  Juliann  (Gross)  Lattimere.  and  tliey  have 
the  following  children  : William  C.  is  mentioned 
below':  Celia  married  Myron  Fowler;  Myrtle  mar- 
ried Joseph  Boyer;  Mary;  Catharine;  Bertha: 
Robert. 

William  C.  Boyer  obtained  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Chillisquaque  tow'nship.  North- 
umberland county.  He  was  employed  at  farm 
work  until  he  reached  tlie  age  of  sixteen,  after 
wdiich  he  worked  in  the  Godcharles  iron  works  at 
Milton  for  about  eight  years.  On  Jan.  7,  1900, 
he  arrived  in  Sunbury,  wdiere  he  completed  an  ap- 
prenticeship as  butcher,  in  1904  engaging  in  the 
butcher  business  on  his  own  account,  at  liis  pres- 
ent location.  No.  330  Line  street,  corner  of  Cat- 
awissa  avenue.  In  1906  he  added  a line  of  gro- 
ceries, and  he  has  since  continued  Izoth  branches 
of  the  business,  having  built  up  a large  trade,  one 
of  the  most  extensive  enjoyed  by  any  tradesman  in 
the  city.  He  employs  three  men  steadily.  Mr. 
Boyer  carries  a very  complete  and  desirable  stock 
of  groceries,  both  staples  and  fancy  lines,  and  his 
meat  market  has  the  highest  reputation.  His 
prosperity  is  well  deserved,  for  he  has  worked  hard 
to  attain  his  standing,  and  is  jituch  respected  in 
business  circles  as  w'ell  as  among  his  patrons. 

On  June  23,  1905,  IMr.  Boyer  married  Mary 
Amelia  Martz,  daughter  of  William  J.  and  Louisa 
(Lenig)  Martz,  of  Sunbury,  and  they  have  four 
children ; Mildred  E.,  Charles  W.,  Geraldine 
and  Rachel.  Mr.  and  ]\Irs.  Boyer  are  members  of 
Zion's  Lutheran  Church  at  Sunbury.  Fraternally 
he  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  [Modern 
Woodmen  and  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  all  at  Sunbury. 

EMANUEL  AVILSON  lyERSTETTER,  pro- 
prietor of  a thriving  general  store  at  Ao.  619  AVest 
Pine  street,  Shamokin,  is  a native  of  Schuylkill 
county  but  a mcmlier  of  an  old  Northumberland 
county  family.  He  is  a descendant  in  the  fifth 
generation  from  George  Kerstetter,  the  founder  of 
the  family  here. 

George  Kerstetter  came  to  this  country  from 
Germany  and  settled  near  Shamokin,  in  North- 
umberland county,  where  he  owned  250  acres  of 
valuable  land  at  what  is  now  Ferndale,  where  he 
died.  The  old  Nelson  and  La-t  Chance  collieries 
were  located  upon  this  tract,  which  at  one  time 
was  valued  at  six  million  dollars. 

John  Kerstetter,  son  of  George,  was  born  at  what 
is  now  Ferndale,  near  Shamokin,  and  died  in  Cam- 
eron township,  this  county.  He  was  a shoem.aker 
by  trade.  His  children  were:  Simon;  John  F. ; 


834 


X 0 JrrH  U M B E R L A X L)  C:  0 U X '1'  Y,  1^  E N X 8 Y L A X 1 A 


Adam,  living  in  Coal  township:  Abraham,  living 
in  Cameron  township ; Susan,  who  married  George 
Latsha;  Ivittie,  who  married  Elias  Derk  : Salena, 
who  married  Jacob  Y'eikel;  blliza,  avIio  married 
Daniel  Kobel. 

John  F.  Kerstetter,  son  of  John,  was  born  Oct. 
30,  1817,  in  Little  Mahanoy  township,  Y^orth- 
umberland  countv,  and  died  April  29,  1875,  in 
Cameron  township,  where  he  is  buried,  at  St. 
Peter’s  Lutheran  church.  He  followed  the  stone- 
mason’s trade  in  the  Mahantango  Valley  and  owned 
a fanu  of  seventy-six  acres  in  Cameron  township. 
His  wife,  Abbie  (Kramer),  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Ijvdia  (Weary)  Kramer,  died  in  December, 
1905,  aged  eighty-two  years.  They  had  a large 
family,  viz.:  Elizabeth  married  Alfred  Schroder: 

Hettie  married  Samuel  Crotfert:  Joel  is  mentioned 
below;  Seth  lives  near  GosstoAvn : Xathaniel  lives 
at  Mount  Carmel:  Helena  married  Jonathan 
Long;  Henry  lives  on  the  old  homestead  in  Camer- 
on township  : Lecvis,  born  Aug.  20,  1854,  a resident 
of  Shamokin,  married  Alary  A.  Stahl,  and  their 
children  are  Laura  Ella,  Daniel  H.,  Oswald  W.  and 
Lewis  Oliver:  Andrew  is  deceased:  James  is  de- 
ceased: Jacob  lives  at  Shamokin:  Joseph  lives  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Cameron  township : Susan 
married  James  Latsha.  of  ilount  Carmel : Cath- 
arine married  Amos  Ehoads  and  they  are  living  in 
the  West. 

Joel  Kerstetter,  son  of  John  E.,  was  born  in 
1848  in  Xorthumberland  county,  and  has  followed 
farming  all  his  life,  now  living  in  Upper  Maha- 
noy  township,  cvhere  he  owns  a farm  of  ninety 
acres.  He  is  a prosperous  and  respected  citizen 
of  his  community.  He  married  Hattie  Dunkel- 
berger,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  llachel  (Federolf) 
Dunkelbergc-r,.  and  they  have  had  seven  children, 
namely:  Emanuel  W.,  Amelia,  AVilliam,  James, 

Mary,  Carrie  and  Ida. 

.Emanuel  AVilson  Kerstetter  was  born  Sept.  10. 
1869,  at  Klingerstown.  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Upper 
Mahanoy  township  and  at  the  Gratz  Academy,  in 
Dauphin  county.  He  had  good  advantages,  and 
after  leaving  school  as  a pupil  taught  for  seven 
3’ears  in  all,  being  thus  engaged  in  Copper  Alaha- 
noy  township,  this  county,  and  in  Eldred  township, 
Schuylkill  county.  Coming  to  Shamokin  in  1894, 
he  found  employment  with  Y".  C.  AA’olverton,  as 
clerk,  remaining  with  him  about  four  years,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  business  on  his 
own  account.  He  has  a tine  store  at  Xo.  619  West 
Pine  street,  and  carries  a stock  of  general  mer- 
chandise which  meets  the  local  demand.  He  has 
good  judgment  in  buying  and  anticipates  the  wants 
of  his  customers,  wliom  he  holds  by  satisfactory 
goods  and  prompt  service.  His  store  is  well  patron- 
ized and  has  a stead ilv  growing  trade.  Air.  Ker- 
stetter is  regarded  as  one  of  the  progressing  husi- 


ness  men  of  the  biwough.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  takes  an  intelligent  interest 
in  all  projects  which  have  for  their  ol)ject  the 
welfare  of  the  communitv,  the  promotion  of  trade 
activities  and  the  encouragement  of  up-to-date  pub- 
lic institutions. 

On  Dec.  25,  1891,  Air.  Kerstetter  married  Alice 
Schrefller,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Alalinda  (Daniel) 
SchrelHer,  and  six  childi'en  have  been  born  to  them; 
Alabel.  Charles,  Hattie,  Luther,  Leona  and  Irene. 
Air.  Kerstetter  is  a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  Sunday  school,  and  socially  he  unites  with  the 
P.  0.  S.  of  A. 

LEOXAPtl)  KERSTETTER  was  an  early  set- 
tler in  the  western  part  of  Cameron  township, 
Y'orthumberland  county.  He  owned  a tract  of  for- 
ty-four acres  on  which  he  farmed,  erected  a house 
and  barn  on  this  place,  and  died  aged  about  eighty 
years.  He  is  buried  in  Cameron  township.  In 
1778  the  names  of  Leonard  and  Alartin  Kerstetter 
appear  among  the  pioneers  of  Alahanoy  township, 
but  in  the  first  assessment  of  Cameron  township,  in 
1814,  Leonard’s  name  appears  among  the  taxables. 
His  name  appears  in  18o3  among  the  organizers  of 
St.  Jacob’s  Lutheran  and  Reformed  Church,  in 
Upper  Alahanoy  township.  His  wife's  maiden 
name  was  Geiimpl,  and  she  is  buried  by  his  side. 
They  ha'cTii  large  family,  namely:  Leonard,  Phil- 
ip, John,  George,  Daniel.  Alichael,  Susan  (married 
Pefer  Weigel),  Hannah  (married  John  Reichanl), 
Alarv  Elizabeth  (married  Alichael  Derk  and  died  in 
Alay,  1898,  aged  one  hundred  years,  three  months, 
eighteen  days,  at  the  home  of  lier  nephew,  Simon 
Peter  Kerstetter,  in  AAYst  Cameron  township;  she 
is  buried  at  St.  Peter’s  church  in  that  township). 

Leonard  Kerstetter,  son  of  Leonard,  rvas  a farm- 
er in  the  western  part  of  Cameron  townshi[i,  where 
he  and  his  Avife.  Barbara  (Heller),  are  buried. 
They'  had  five  children:  John,  Avho  died  young; 

Simon  Peter;  Isaac;  Catharine.  Avho  married  Dan- 
iel Kraemer;  Salome,  Avho  married  Solomon  Gott- 
shall. 

Philip  Kerstetter,  son  of  Leonard,  lived  at  Trev- 
orton.  He  Avas  a farmer  for  ,«ome  years,  in  his  later 
life  hauling  coal.  He  Avas  tAviee  married,  and  by 
his  first  Avife  had  two  children.  Robert  and  Adam. 
To  his  second  marriage,  Avith  Catharine  Eisenhart, 
AA'ere  born  three  children:  Felix,  Alary  and  Cath- 

arine. 

John  Kerstetter,  son  of  Leonard,  Avas  a farmer 
in  Cameron  townshi]).  His  children  Avere : John, 

Abraham,  Adam.  Salome  and  Elizabeth. 

George  Kerstetter,  son  of  Leonard,  Avas  a farm- 
er and  landoAvner  of  Cameron  toAvnship,  and  is 
buried  there.  His  Avife  Avas  a Derek,  and  their  chil- 
dren AA;ere : Danicd,  George  and  Levi. 

Daniel  Kerstetter,  son  of  Leonard,  lives  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Cameron  toAvnship,  near  Goaa-cu 
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City.  He  engaged  in  work  arounti  the  coal  mines. 
He  married  Liisenna  Wary,  and  among  their  eliil- 
dren  are  Ale.xander  and  Joseph. 

Michael  Kerstettcr,  son  of  Leonard,  lived  in 
Bear  A'alley,  two  miles  from  Shamokin.  where  he 
did  work  about  tlie  coal  mines.  He  married  a 
Martz,  and  they  liad  a large  family.  Their  son 
William  is  out  West.  Charles  was  another  son. 

Simon  I’eter  Kerstetter.  son  of  Leonard  and 
grandson  of  Leonard,  was  horn  June  3,  1840,  and 
spent  most  of  his  life  in  Cameron  township,  work- 
ing in  the  coal  mines.  He  now,  however,  lives  in 
Little  IMahanov.  On  April  1-5,  1866,  he  married 
Elizabeth  Bingaman.  and  of  their  four  children 
three  are  deceased,  the  survivor.  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin Kerstetter,  being  a farmer  in  Little  iMahanoy 
township,  where  he  owns  the  original  John  Dunkel- 
berger  hoinestead.  He  married  E.  Agnes  Long, 
and  their  children  are:  -Elizabeth,  Lloyd,  George, 
Francis  and  Theresa. 


WILLIAM  HEXEY  FEAXCIS,  proprietor  of 
the  “Central  Flouse”  at  TTevorton,  is  one  of  the 
progressive  business  men  of  that  town  and  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  its  reliable  citizens.  He  was  born 
July  19,  18T4,  at  E.xcelsior,  this  county,  son  of 
John  Paul  Francis,  who  is  notv  living  retired  at 
Trevorton. 

Matthew  Francis,  his  grandfather,  tvas  born  in 
1808  in  Cornwall,  England,  where  he  followed  ore 
mining.  Coming  to  America  in  1840,  he  settled 
at  Pottsville,  Sehuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  followed 
mining  until  his  death  a few  years  later,  in  1847. 
His  wife,  Sarah  (Paul ),  had  come  to  America  with 
their  children  in  the  fall  of  1842,  her  husband 
meeting  them  at  Xew  York  City.  She  survived 
Mr.  Francis  over  forty  years,  dying  Xov.  .29,  1891, 
^aged  eighty-three  years,  si.x  months,  fourteen  days. 
The  children  were:  Matthew,  who  died  in  Iowa; 

John  Paul:  Joseph,  who  died  in  Philadelphia; 
Sarali,  widow  of  Charles  Webb,  now  living  at  Shen- 
andoah, Schuylkill  cmtnty  : Jane,  who  married  Wil- 
liam Bothani,  of  Xewcastle,  Pa. ; iMary,  widow  of 
James  Cliiford,  living  at  Allentown,  Pa.;  and 
William  Henry,  a resident  of  Trevorton. 

John  Paul  Francis,  son  of  Matthew,  was  born 
Feb.  26,  1836,  in  Cornwall,  England,  and  was  six 
years  old  when  his  mother  brought  him  to  Amer- 
ica. At  the  early  age  of  eight  he  began  picking 
slate  at  the  breaker,  and  in  time  became  a miner, 
which  occupation  he  followed  for  about  forty  years, 
becoming  foreman,  in  which  capacity  he  served  at 
the  Glendower  coiliory,  near  i^Iinersville,  Schuyl- 
kill county,  and  at  the  Enterprise  colliery,  oper- 
ated by  Tliomas  Baumgardner  & Co.  Having  set- 
tled in  the  Mahanoy  Valiev,  in  Cameron  township, 
X^orthundjerland  county,  he  followed  farming  for 
thirty-four  years  before  his  retirement  from  active 
labor.  In  1909  he  removed  to  Trevorton,  where  he 
I'.as  since  led  a retired  life.  Mr.  Francis  lias  Ion? 
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been  an  ardent  Ecpublican  in  politics,  and  served 
as  committeeman  of  his  party  in  Cameron  town- 
ship, where  he  was  also  elected  to  the  school  board. 
He  is  a member  of  the  IMethodist  (Juirch.  and  has 
always  taken  an  interest  in  everything  atlecting 
the  public  good.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted, 
in  April,  1861,  in  Company  B,  14th  Eegiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which  he 
served  three  months  as  a private,  being  discharged 
at  Carlisle,  Pa.,  in  August. 

ilr.  Francis  first  married  Eliza  Jane  Craze, 
daughter  of  William  Craze,  of  Schuylkill  county. 
Pa.,  and  she  died  in  1888,  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  namely:  Thomas  M.,  born  April  18, 

1864,  died  March  22,  1866:  Jemima,  born  Oct.  1, 

1865,  fuurried  Benjamin  Machmer,  of  Trevorton; 
John  II.,  born  July  4,  1867,  died  Sept.  19,  1890; 
Emma  Jane,  born  .July  7,  1869,  died  Feb.  6,  1871; 
Joseph  F.,  born  July  6,  1871,  married  Ada  Kline, 
daughter  of  Joseph,  and  they  have  one  child,  Paul 
A.  (they  live  at  Trevorton)  ; William  Henry  was 
Ixu'u  July  19,  1874;  Eliza  H.,  born  Dec.  16,  1876, 
died  in  July,  1877.  For  his  second  wife  iMr.  Fran- 
cis married  Mary  Margaret  Holzapfel.  daughter  of 
Philip  M.  and  Anrpt  i\L  (Ernst)  Holzapfel,  na- 
tives of  Germany  who  came  to  America  and  settled 
in  Cameron  township.  Xorthumberland  Co.,  Pa., 
where  they  lived  and  died.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Francis 
have  had  children  as  follows:  Benjamin  H.,  born 
Oct.  18,  1888,  died  Aug.  11,  1903  ; Stanley  E.,  born 
Oct.  23,  1890,  and  Wilfred  P.,  born  Dec.  30,  1892, 
are  at  home;  Carrie  G..  born  Sept.  9,  1896,  died 
Aug.  1,  1907;  Elva  B.,  born  Aug.  17,  1899,  is  in 
school. 

William  Henry  Francis,  son  of  John  Paul  Fran- 
cis liy  his  first  marriage,  went  with  his  parents  to 
the  Mahanoy  Valley  when  a boy  and  there  grew  up, 
attending  the  local  public  schools  in  his  earlier 
years,  and  in  time  commencing  work  at  the  mines. 
He  was  thus  engaged  for  about  fifteen  years,  at 
the  X'orth  Franklin  colliery.  For  a short  time  fol- 
lowing he  had  a grocery  business  at  Trevorton, 
in  June,  1907,  buying’  out  the  interest  of  D.  X. 
Berkheiser  in  the  “Central  Hotel,^’  which  he  has 
since  conducted.  It  is  a well  known  hotel  stand, 
and  Mr.  Francis  has  shown  considerable  business 
ability  in  the  manner  in  which  he  has  carried  it 
on.  He  is  amlutious  and  a good  manager,  and  has 
every  prospect  of  taking  a permanent  place  among 
the  substantial  business  men  of  tiie  town.  He  has 
served  four  years  as  auditor  of  Zerhe  township,  and 
has  been  quite  active  in  local  ]->olitical  circles  as  a 
worker  in  the  Eepublican  party,  having  been  town- 
ship committeeman  for  four  terms. 

In  1898  Mr.  Francis  married  Sarah  Ann  Eeed, 
youngest  daughter  of  Emanuel  Eced,  of  Trevorton, 
and  they  have  one  son.  Franklin  Eeed  Francis. 

Peter  Eeed,  i^[rs.  Francis's  paternal  grandfather, 
was  born  in  Schuvlkill  countv.  Pa.,  and  when  only 
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a young  man  he  ■wa-;  killed  while  blasting 
rock,  on  the  Broad  Mountain  township  road,  in 
Schuylkill  county.  Ills  wife  was  iMadalena  Kauf- 
man, and  their  children  wore:  Henry,  who  is  de- 
ceased; Emanuel;  Samuel,  who  was  killed  while 
serving  in  the  army,  in  1864;  and  Peter,  deceased. 

Emaxuel  Peed,  son  of  Peter,  was  born  July  5, 
1840,  in  Lykens  Valley,  Schuylkill  county,  and  was 
twelve  years  old  when  he  came  to  Trevorton.  He 
began  work  as  a slate  picker  and  followed  mining 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  since 
when  he  has  lived  retired.  In  1864  Mr.  Peed  en- 
tered the  Union  service,  enlisting  in  Company  B, 
184th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
saw  service  at  Cold  Harbor,  the  Wilderness,  Peters- 
burg, Deep  Bottom,  Ream's  Station  and  Hatcher's 
Run,  remaining  in  the  army  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  married  Sarah  Holshpe,  daughter  of 
George  Holshue,  and  they  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Alice  married  Richard  Phillips,  of  Sha- 

mokin;  Elizabeth  J.  married  Joseph  Heim,  of 
Trevorton ; Helen  J.,  twin  of  Elizabeth  J.,  mar- 
ried Wilson  Kline,  of  Trevorton ; Emma  married 
Jacob  Snyder,  of  Trevorton;  Mazzie  married  Dan- 
iel Reitz,  of  Shamokin  Dam,  Snyder  county  ; Sar- 
ah Ann  married  William  Henry  Francis;  Peter, 
Stephen,  William  and  Emanuel,  Jr.,  are  residents 
of  Trevorton. 

HUBERT  E.  SXYDER,  farmer  and  dairyman 
of  Rockefeller  township,  Xorthirmberland  county, 
was  born  June  IS,  1869,  in  Lower  Augusta  town- 
ship, where  the  founder  of  the  family  in  this  region 
settled  before  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Casper  Snyder,  the  pioneer  of  the  family  in 
Xorthumberland  county,  came  from  Germany  and 
settled  here  before  the  Revolution.  He  was  a large 
land  owner,  having  nearly  one  thousand  acres,  in- 
cluding what  is  now  a part  of  the  U'pdegrove  farm, 
the  Thomas,  Peter  and  Adam  Snyder  farms,  the 
tract  now  owned  by  Dennis  H.  and  Xewton  W. 
Snyder,  his  great-grandsons,  etc.  He  was  a farm- 
er and  tavern-keeper,  his  tavern  being  located  on 
the  old  Harrisburg  and  Sunbury  road,  where  his 
son  Peter  succeeded  him:  in  1798  he  built  the  old 
brick  tavern  known  as  ‘'Blue  Ball  Tavern.’’  He 
and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Farst,  are  buried  in  the 
River  cemetery  at  Fisher's  Ferry,  and  according 
to  the  records  there  he  was  born  May  2,  lT4o,  and 
died  Sept.  3,  1821.  “Elizabeth,”  wife  of  Casper 
Snyder,  born  Feb.  .3,  17-54,  died  Aug.  12,  1823. 
Thev  had  the  following  children:  (1)  John,  born 

Xov“.  29,  1776,  died  .\pril  29,  18-51.  (2)  Polly, 

born  June  21,  1782,  died  [March  7,  18-56,  marriecl 
a Mr.  Li’pflegraph  and  had  three  sons  and  one 
daughter,  Isaac,  Thomas.  Adam  and  Sarah.  Of 
these,  Adam  wont  to  look  after  the  vast  fortune 
due  the  Snyders  as  heirs  of  the  brother  (of  Eliza- 
beth) Farst  in  Holland,  but  the  connection  was 
lost  and  he  had  no  proofs  to  establish  tlie  claim. 


(3)  Peter,  born  April  21,  1783.  died  Feb.  19,  1866. 

(4)  Sarah  (Sally)  married  John  Hendershot 

(1790-18-51),  and  died  Feb.  23,  1863,  aged  sev- 
enty-two years,  three  mouths,  one  day.  They  had 
six  daughters  and  two  sons,  Eliza  ([Mrs.  David 
Shipman),  Harriet  (wiio  married  Sylvanus  Ship- 
man,  brother  of  David),  Lydia  ([Mrs.  Christian 
Fisher),  Jane  (Mis.  -loiin  Jones),  Rebecca  (Mrs. 
Sylvanus  Shipman),  Mary  Ann  (Mrs.  Chambers 
Wynn),  Isaac  and  Hiram.  (-5)  George,  born  Sept. 
-3,  1785,  died  Feb.  9,  1812.  (6)  Casper  lived  near 

Sunbury,  in  Upper  Augusta  townsliip.  He  had 
sons  Thomas  and  Simon,  and  daughter  Cath- 
arine (who  married  John  Cooper;  we  have  record 
of  one  daughter,  Mary  Cooper).  (7)  Catharine- 
married  William  Silverwood  and  had  sons,  JameSy 
William  and  Hiram,  and  daughter’s  Elizabeth 
(Mrs.  Jolm  [MePresson),  Sarali  (Mrs.  John 
Climer),  Harriet  (wlio  married  Samuel  Coul- 
dren)  and  Susannah  (who  married  in  the  West). 

John  Snyder,  son  of  Casper,  was  born  in  Lower 
Augusta  township  Xov.  29,  177i),  and  there  made 
his  honre,  owning  the  farm  which  is  now  the  prop- 
erty of  Martha  Gass.  His  holdings  were  very 
large,  his  property  having  been  dirided  into  eight 
farms,  seven  of  which  he  gave  to  his  children.  He 
owned  and  operated  a distillery,  cider  press  and 
■ sawmill  and  kept  several  teams  busy  transporting 
goods  for  him  between  here  and  Philadelphia,, 
which  was  the  market  center  for  grain  and  provi- 
sions. A prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  his 
day,  he  served  twent}’-flve  years  as  justice  of  the 
peace  and  held  the  rank  of  colonel  in  the  State 
militia,  standing  at  the  head  of  the  militia  in  his 
district  for  some  years.  He  died  April  29,  1851. 
His  wife,  Maria  3Iargaret  (Fisher),  known  as 
“Peggy”  (only  sister  of  Christian  Fiflier),  is  bur- 
ied in  the  Presbyterian  cemetery.  They  liad  chil- 
dren as  follows:  George,  Thomas,  Elizabeth 

(called  Betsy,  married  John  Wynn).  Peter  J., 
John,  Adam  (born  April  9,  1814,  died  Dec.  15, 
1895;  his  wife  [Martha  died  Sept.  30.  I860,  aged 
forty-six  years,  five  months,  ten  days)  and  Sally 
(born  Jan.  10,  1809,  married  -John  Ebright,  and 
died  July  23,  1850).  Of  these.  George,  born 
Sept.  2,  1801,  died  Feb.  2,  1866.  He  was  the  pro- 
genitor of  another  branch  of  the  family  fully  men- 
tioned in  this  work. 

John  Snyder,  son  of  John  .and  [Maria  [\Iargaret 
(Fisher)  Snyder',  was  a millwright  by  trade,  fol- 
lowing tliat  business  all  over  the  State.  He  also 
did  farming,  owning  a smail  farm  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township.  A man  of  active  mind,  he  took 
an  interest  in  matters  of  general  interest,  held  the- 
rank  of  captain  in.  the  State  militia,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  serving  as  overseer  of  the 
poor.  He  was  aii  old-line  Whig  in  political  con- 
viction. He  died  March  25,  1877,  aged  sixty-nine 
years,  eleven  months,  eleven  days,  and  his  wife, 
^lartha  (Xorvinger),  born  Dec.  23,  1808,  died 
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Jan.  31,  1862.  Tiie}'  are  buried  at  the  Mountain 
Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Snyder  was  a Metho- 
dist in  religious  connection.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eleven  children,  viz.:  William;  Matthew; 
Margaret,  Mrs.  Peter  Shipman ; Levi ; Maria, 
Mrs.  John  Shipman;  John  N. ; Henry  C. ; Susan, 
!Mrs.  Davjd  DeWitt;  Jemima,  who  died  unmar- 
ried; Stephen  D.,  a railroad  engineer  ; and  Lydia, 
Mrs.  Charles  B.  Smith.  John  N.  is  the  only  sur- 
viving son,  and  tliree  of  the  daughters  are  living: 
Margaret,  Susan  and  Lydia. 

John  N.,  Snyder,  born  iSIarch  5,  1838,  on  the 
Sn}'der  homestead  in  Lower  Augusta  township, 
followed  milling  in  that  township  until  his  health 
failed  in  1876,  when  he  moved  to  Bockefeller  town- 
ship. There  he  owns  a farm  of  IdS  acres  in  Brush 
Valley,  which  formerly  belonged  to  Maj.  Samuel 
Lantz,  who  built  the  large  frame  residence  now 
standing  on  the  property.  Here  ^Ir.  Snyder 
farmed  .and  followed  dairying  until  the  fall  of 
1908,  and  he  has  been  succeeded  by  his  son  Hubert 
E.  In  the  spring  of  1909  he  retired  and  moved 
to  Sunbury,  where  he  resides  at  No.  108  South 
Tenth  street.  He  was  made  a Mason  in  1874  in 
Lafayette  Lodge,  No.  194,  F.  & A.  M.,  and  in 
1908  was  transferred  to  Lodge  No.  2,2,  of  Sunbury. 
Mr.  Snyder  served  with  the  Union  army  during 
the  Civil  war  under  two  enlistments,  the  first  for 
nine  months,  during  which  he  was  a member  of 
Company  C,  136th  Pegiment,  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  of  which  he  was  a non-commis- 
sioned officer.  Tipon  the  expiration  of  that  term 
he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  5th  Pennsylvania  Cav- 
alry. He  participated  in  the  Antietarn  campaign, 
in  the  engagements  at  Fredericksburg  and  Chan- 
cellorsville,  the  Pichmond  and  Petersburg  cam- 
paign, the  battle  of  Five  Forks,  the  flank  move- 
ment on  Pichmoiid,  etc.  The  morning  of  Lee’s 
surrender  he  was  engaged  with  Custer's  forces, 
was  dismounted,  and  after  the  surrender  was  sent 
back  to  camp  at  Pichmond  with  other  dismounted 
and  disabled  troops,  and  there  received  his  dis- 
charge, by  general  order  of  the  war  department. 
Politically  he  is  a Pepnblican.  He  is  a citizen  who 
has  always  been  willing  to  do  his  duty  by  the 
■community,  thougli  he  has  taken  no  official  part 
in  the  administration  of  public  affairs. 

In  1868  Mr.  Snyder  married  Katie  E.  Seiler, 
•daughter  of  George  Seiler,  of  Lower  Augusta  town- 
ship. Their  sons  have  been  born  in  Lower  Augusta 
township,  their  daughters  in  Pockefeller  township, 
, namely : IlTibert  E. ; George  A.,  of  Sunbury ; 

Claud  H. ; Lizzie  E..  who  married  Addison  C. 
Miller,  a farmer  and  dairyman  of  Upper  Augusta 
township,  where  they  reside;  Turie  iM.,  unmarried; 
and  Jennie  E.,  wife  of  Horace  B.  Nelf. 

Hubert  E.  Snyder  was  reared  upon  the  farm, 
and  worked  for  his  parents  until  he  reached  his  ma- 
.iority.  In  the  spring  of  1908  he  began  farming 
his  fathers  farm  in  Pockefeller  township,  which  he 


has  since  conducted  with  great  success,  making  a 
specialty  of  dairying  in  addition  to  general-  agri- 
culture. He  wholesales  his  milk  in  Sunbury.  He 
is  an  intelligent  and  thrifty  farmer,  employing  up- 
to-date  methods  in  his  work  and  proving  himself 
thoroughly  progressive  in  everything  he  under- 
takes. His  standing  in  the  community  is  high, 
and  he  deserves  the  respect  of  his  fellowmen. 

On  Aug.  3,  1908,  Mr.  Snyder  married  Edna 
Stamm,  daughter  of  J.  William  Stamm,  of  North- 
umberland, this  county.  They  have  one  son,  John 
William.  The  family  belong  to  Lantz's  Peformed 
Church.  In  political  matters  Mr.  Snyder  is  a Pe- 
publiean. 

GEIST.  The  Geist  family  has  been  well  known 
in  the  lower  end  of  Northumberland  county  for 
several  generations.  In  1828  one  John  Geist  was 
a trustee  of  the  Peformed  congregation  at  the  old 
established  Hinmiel  Church,  in  Washington  town- 
ship, .with  which  the  Geists  have  been  prominently 
identified  down  to  the  present  day.  When  St. 
John's  Lutheran  and  Peformed  Church,  of  Upper 
Mahanoy  township,  was  organized  in  1853  Peter 
Geist  was  one  of  the  first  trustees. 

Christopher  Geist,  a German  mineralogist,  went 
from  his  native  land  to  England,  and  from  there 
was  sent  to  Schwenkville,  in  Montgomery  county, 
Pa.,  to  manage  or  superintend  a copper  mine  which 
is  to  this  day  an  old  landmark  of  that  district. 
It  is  believed  that  one  of  the  sons  of  this  emigrant 
located  in  Longswamp  township,  Berks  county.  We 
find  that  one  Christopher  Geist  came  to  America 
in  1740  on  the  ship  “Lydia”;  Fried.  Wilhelm  Geist 
came  on  the  ship  “Panier”  to  America  in  1749  ; 
and  Hans  Jacob  Geist  came  on  the  “Brothers”  in 
1754.  It  is  believed  that  the  Geists  now  living  in  the 
Falkner  Swamp  district,  Montgomery  county,  and 
the  Geists  of  Longswamp  township,  Berks  county, 
are  of  the  same  stock;  and  there  were  other  Geists 
in  Chester  county,  one  Matthias  Geist  living  on 
tlie  west  bank  of  the  Schuylkill  river  in  that  county 
( it  is  thought  he  was  buried  at  a Mcnnonite  meet- 
inghouse in  that  county)  ; and  John  II.  Geist,  of 
Sunbury,  is  a great-grandson  of  Conrad  Geist,  who 
came  from  Germany  about  1760  and  located  in 
Berks  county.  In  1790  there  lived  in  Lancaster 
county  the  families  of  George  and  Jacob  Geist,  and 
in  the  same  year  the  families  of  John  and  Matthew 
Geist  lived  in  Montgomery  county.  In  1790  Con- 
rad Geist,  of  the  borough  of  Beading,  had  three 
sons  over  sixteen  years  old;  two  daughters;  and 
wife.  The  same  year  there  is  record  of  George 
Geist,  of  Longswamp  township,  Berks  county,  with 
one  son  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  one  daughter, 
and  wife;  and  of  Valentine  Geist,  of  Longswamp 
township,  with  one  son  under  sixteen,  two  daugh- 
ters, and  wife. 

An  Andrew  Geist  died  early  in  January,  1850, 
in  Upper  MahaiK.iy  township,  Northumberland 
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county;  his  executors  were  Andrew  Geist  and  Jo- 
seph Feger.  Another  Andrew  Geist  died  in  July, 
1860;  his  executor  was  Solomon  Schonkweiler. 

Andrew  Geist,  grandfather  of  AVilson  H.  Geist, 
of  Upper  jMahanoy  township,  was  born  in  Upper 
Mahanoy  Jan.  5,  1801,  son  of  Andrew  Geist.  He 
lived  on  the  farm  there  now  owned  by  his  son 
Andrew,  a tract  of  112  acres  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  one  Andrew  Snyder,  and  died  there 
Feb.  12,  1878,  his  son  Andrew  succeeding  him  as 
owner  of  the  property.  Earlier  he  had  owned  and 
occupied  a farm  near  by.  He  and  his  wife  Mary 
Magdalena  (Hepler),  born  May  4,  1803,  died 
April  5,  1869,  are  buried  at  the  Hinimel  Church, 
where  several  generations  of  Geists  have  been  in- 
terred. He  held  several  offices  as  an  active  member 
of  the  Reformed  congregation  of  that  church.  His 
children  were  as  follows:  Elias  located  in  .Jeffer- 
son county.  Pa. ; Sarah  married  Daniel  Seiler ; 
Emanuel,  born  in  1828,  died  in  1844;  Daniel  H. 
is  mentioned  below;  Lydia,  born  in  1834,  died  in 
1836 ; Andrew  is  mentioned  below ; .John,  now 
(1910)  sixty-five  years  old,  has  been  an  invalid 
all  his  life,  having  never  been  able  to  walk,  and  he 
now  lives  with  Air.  and  Airs.  Felix  D.  Alattern  (the 
latter  being  his  niece),  who  care  for  him  tenderly, 
he  being  entirely  helpless  (he  has  a life  interest  in 
the  farm  of  Air.  and  Airs.  Alattern)  ; Alary  is  de- 
ceased. 

Daniel  H.  Geist,  son  of  Andrew,  was  born  Alay 
31,  1832,  in  Upper  Alahanoy  township,  and  was  a 
lifelong  farmer.  He  lived  three  quarters  of  a mile 
west  of  Leek  Kill,  on  a sixty-five-acre  tract  of  val- 
uable land  now  owned  by  his  son  AA'ilson  H.  Geist, 
and  built  the  present  barn  there  about  187.5,  put- 
ting up  the  house  several  years  later,  in  1883.  He 
died  there  Aiig.  13,  1901.  He  was  a Democrat, 
and  served  many  years  as  member  of  the  township 
school  board.  His  religious  connection  was  with 
the  Reformed  congregation  of  the  Himmel  Church, 
to  which  his  family  also  belong,  and  he  served  offi- 
cially as  deacon  and  elder.  His  wife,  Cecellia  (Up- 
degraff),  daughter  of  .Jacob  and  Catharine  (Kim- 
mel)  Updegrafi',  died  Dec.  29,  1896.  aged  sixty- 
five  years,  nine  months.  They  had  children  as 
follows:  Alary  died  young:  Alice  married  Ru- 

dolph Snyder  : .Tames  married  Alary  Rothermel  and 
died  while  a young  man,  leaving  children,  Edwin, 
Aland  and  Flossie : AVilson  H.  is  mentioned  below ; 
Cassie  married  AAfilliam  East,  of  Leek  Kill,  and 
they  have  children,  Gertie,  Jennie,  AA’alter,  Alor- 
ris,  Stella,  Harry  and  Clarence;  Henrietta  mar- 
ried Daniel  Kieffor  and  they  live  in  AVashington 
township:  Sylvester  died  when  nine  years  old: 
Katie  is  the  wife  of  AAdlliam  E.  Geist. 

Andrew  Geist,  sou  of  Andrew  and  brother  of 
Daniel  H.  Geist,  lias  passed  all  his  life  in  Upper 
Alahanoy  township,  where  he  was  born  July  4, 
1839.  He  was  reared  to  farmimr.  which  he  has 
always  followed,  and  since  bis  father’s  death  he 


has  owned  the  homestead  place,  which  is  a valu- 
able piece  of  property  and  has  been  kept  in  a 
profitable  state  of  cultiiation  under  his  efficient 
management.  He  met  with  continued  success  in 
his  work,  and  during  the  later  se\enties  Imilt  the 
fine  large  brick  residence  on  the  farm  which  he  has 
since  occupied.  Air.  Geist  married  Alary  Latsha, 
daughter  of  the  late  Alichacl  Latsha,  of  Jack- 
son  township,  and  they  have  had  five  children : 
Ida  married  Felix  D.  Alattern-;  Agnes  married 
David  Trautman;  Jesse  married  Alice  C.  Reitz: 
Oscar  died  young:  Ella  married  Calvin  Aliller. 
Air.  Geist  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Himmel  Church,  which  he  has  served  as  deacon, 
elder  and  trustee.  On  political  questions  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

AVilson  II.  Geist,  son  of  Daniel  H.  Geist,  was 
born  Feb;  22,  1867,  in  Upper  Alahanoy  township, 
where  he  is  still  engaged  in  farming,  on  his  fa- 
ther’s old  homestead  near  Leek  Kill.  He  received 
his  education  in  the  township  schools,  and  his 
training  to  farm  work  under  his  father's  super- 
vision, working  for  his  parents  until  he  came  of 
age.  He  has  since  been  farming  on  the  homestead 
on  his  own  account,  and  his  work  has  been  suc- 
cessful to  such  an  extent  that  he  has  been  able 
to  add  twenty-two  acres  to  the  ])ropertv,  having 
one  of  the  most  valuable  places  along  the  Green- 
brier creek,  better  known  as  Swabian  creek.  Air. 
Geist  has  taken  an  interest  in  the  local  welfare 
and  has  served  the  township  as  overseer  of  the 
poor  some  years  and  as  member  of  the  road  com- 
mission since  1907.  Politically  he  is  identified 
with  the  ■ Democratic  party.  lie  and  his  family 
are  Reformed  members  of  the  Himmel  Church. 

In  1890  Air.  Geist  married  Helen  Koppenhav- 
er,  who  was  born  Feb.  21,  1872,  in  Shamokin,  this 
county,' daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rosanna  (Faust) 
Koppenhaver,  and  they  have  had  eight  children: 
Alaizie  Edna,  who  died  when  exactly  five  months 
old:  Eeulah  Alay,  who  died  when  one  }'car,  ten 
months  old:  Vertie  AL  ; Earl  R.:  Edith  A.  : Luma 
E. ; Helen  AL,  and  Russell  AA". 


Abraham  Geist,  grandfather  of  AA'illiam  B. 
Geist,  of  Upper  Alahanoy  township,  was  born  in 
Upper  Alahanoy  Alarch  20,  1813,  and  was  a suc- 
cessful farmer  and  enterprising  business  man,  be- 
ing one  of  the  first  dealers  in  live  stock  in  his 
district.  He  had  the  best  farm  in  the  township, 
a place  of  160  acres.  He  died  Aug.  28,  1883,  and 
is  buried  at  Iliiumers  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife, 
Elizabeth  (Hepler),  who  was  itorn  June  10,  1813, 
and  died  .Inly  14,  1888.  She  was  a large  and 
powerful  woman,  weighing  nearly  three  hundred 
pounds.  Besides  John  II.  Geist  they  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Christian  (daughter),  liorn  in 
1834,  who  died  in  1835;  Frank  ; AAulliam ; Sam- 
uel; Lizzie,  who  married  Alexander  Gonser  and 
lives  at  Lewisburg;  AVilliam  (2):  Lydia,  who 
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married  Daniel  Swartz  and  lived  at  Urban,  Pa.; 
Hettie,  v>-ho  married  Jacob  Snyder  (they  are  bur- 
ied at  Leek  Kill  Church)  ; and  Polly,  who  mar- 
ried Michael  Powell  and  (second)  a Mr.  Shoe- 
maker. 

John  H.  Geist,  son  of  Abraliam,  lived  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Upper  Mahanoy  towiishii"),  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  best  known  residents  in 
his  day.  He  was  a most  enterprising  business 
man,  a merchant,  huckster,  butcher,  hotel-keeper 
and  farmer,  owned  Leek  Kill  and  several  large 
farms  there,  was  postmaster  at  Leek  Kill,  and  in 
every  way  the  leading  spirit  of  the  place.  For 
ten  years  before  his  death  he  conducted  the  *'Cen- 
tral' House”  at  Williamstown,  Dauphin  county, 
and  his  son  John  has  succeeded  him  as  proprie- 
tor of  this  place.  He  died  there  in  1905,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-one  years.  His  widow,  Harriet  (Bei- 
sel),  is  still  living  at  Williamstown.  They  had 
children:  Wilson  0.,  William  B.,  Anson,  Charles, 
James,  Martin,  John  and  Laura  (married  to 
George  Troutman  and  living  in  Snyder  c-ounty). 

AViLri.ur  B.  Gei.st  was  bonr  Dec.  5,  186d,  at 
Leek  Kill,  in  the  section  of  Upper  Mahanoy 
township  where  he  still  resides.  He  obtained  his 
education  in  the  local  schools,  and  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  which  he  has  continued  to  follow.  After 
working  for  his  father  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, he  has  since  become  one  of  the  best  known 
hucksters  in  his  section.  He  began  raising  truck 
and  general  farm  crops  for  himself  in  1890,  and 
now  ouTis  a forty-two-acre  farm  a quarter  of  a 
mile  east  of  Leek  Kill,  which  is  under  profitable 
cultivation.  He  has  a huckster  route  which  cov- 
ers his  own  and  surrounding  townships,  and 
makes  weekly  trips  to  Shenandoah,  Ashland  and 
Girardville,  disposing  of  produce  and  poultry.  He 
has  built  up  a steady  custom,  and  by  honoraWe 
dealing  and  reliable  methods  has  gained  and-  re- 
tained a largo  number  of  patrons  who  depend 
upon  him  for  their  supplies  in  his  line. 

In  1890  l\Ir.  Geist  married  Katie  Geist,  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  H.  and  Cecellia  (Updegraif)  Geist, 
of  Upper  IMahanoy  township,  and  granddaugh- 
ter of  Andrew  and  Mary  ^lagdalena  (Hepler) 
Geist.  They  have  had  a family  of  seven  children : 
Gertie  S.,  who  married  Raymond  Haas:  Jennie 
C. ; Walter  W. ; Maurice  D. : Stella  G. ; Harry  C., 
and  John.  Mr.  Geist  and  his  family  worship  at 
St.  John’s  Church,  belonging  to  the  Reformed 
congregation.  He  is  a Democrat  in  political  con- 
nection, and  has  served  for  a number  of  years  as 
supervisor  of  Upper  ]\Iahanoy  township,  where 
he  is  a most  respected  citizen. 

EDWIN  A.  ADx^M,  who  carries  on  a lumber 
business  at  Mount  Carmel,  Northumherland  coun- 
ty,- was  born  Nov.  10,  1851,  in  Hereford  town- 
ship, Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  a member  of  one  of 
the  long  established  families  of  that  region. 


xVntliony  Adain,  a potter  by  trade,  was  born  in 
the  Fatherland  in  the  year  1716,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  the  year  1741.  He  sailed  from  Rot- 
terdam on  the  snow  ‘‘Alolly,”  commaTided  by 
Capt.  John  Cranch,  which  vessel  arrived  at  Phil- 
adelphia, and  the  passengers,  having  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  to  the  English  sovereign,  were 
qualified  to  land  Oct.  26,  1741.  His  age  is  en- 
tered on  the  passenger  list  as  twenty-five  years. 
On  Feb.  7,  1748,  he  received  from  the  proprie- 
taries of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  a warrant 
for  a tract  of  136  acres,  146  perches,  of  land  in 
Albany  township,  then  a part  of  Philadelphia 
county.  This  land  was  surveyed  for  him  by  the 
surve3’or  general  of  the  Province,  June  6,  175?. 
Andoni  xVdam,  as  he  wrote  his  name,  received 
a warrant  for  a tract  of  135  acres  and  47  perches 
‘‘above  ^laxatawny,  ’ Feb.  7,  1748.  In  1761  he 
sold  140  acres  of  his  land  in  Albany  township 
to  John  Reinhard.  In  1766  he  was  administrator 
of  the  estate  of  Albrecht  Stimmel,  being  the  chief 
creditor.  His  administration  account  was  audited 
and  approved  in  December,  1768.  The  date  of 
death  of  Anthony  Adam,  of  Alban}',  is  not  known. 
It  is  known  that  he  had  sons  Abraham,  Anthony 
and  Bernhard,  Avho  settled  in  Schuylkill  county ; 
and  Peter.  The  name  of  Simon  Adajii,  great- 
grandfather of  Edwin  A.  xVdam,  does  not  appear 
among  the  known  children  of  Anthony  (2)  or 
Peter,  so  it  would  appear  the  line  in  which  we 
are  interested  would  be  traced  through  Abraham 
or  Bernhard. 

Simon  Adam  was  married  Feb.  13,  1776,  to 
Catharine  Eck,  who  died  April  27,  1828.  He 
died  ]\Iarch  27,  1803.  Their  children  were  born 
as  follows : John,  Nov.  22,  1776;  Anna,  Sept.  30, 
1778  (married  Andrew  Schnabel)  : James,  Feb. 
6,  1781;  Catharine,  Jan.  4,  1783  (married  David 
Schnabel):  John  James,  Feb.  2,  1785:  Sabina 
(married  George  Dappen)  ; Elizabeth.  June  20, 
1788;  John,  Sept.  6,  1792;  Paul,  Feb.  5,  1797. 

John  Adam,  son  of  Simon,  was  a well  known 
farmer  in  Hereford  township,  Berks  county,  where 
he  passed  all  his  life.  He  and  his  wife  Catharine 
(Hammerstine) , daughter  of  xVndrew  and  Bar- 
bara Hammerstine,  are  buried  at  Bally.  Their 
children  were:  Jacob,  Simon,  John  H.  and  Eliza- 
beth. 

John  H.  Adam,  son  of  John,  was  born  April 
27,  1814,  and  followed  farming,  owning  the  old 
homestead.  He  died  Feb.  10,  1883,  upon  his 
farm,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  at  Bally. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Mary  iM.  Klehs  (also  spelled 
Klase),  and  she  Avas  born  x\pril  30,  1808,  and 
died  June  21,  1879.  They  had  five  children: 
Elizabeth,  born  Dec.  15,  1840,  died  Oct.  15,  1877 : 
John  ]\r.  lives  at  Mahanoy  City:  Charles  died  in 
Berks  county  when  twelve  years  old;  Lucy  A.  died 
Jan.  24,  1906;  Edwin  A.  is  a resident  of  Alount 
Carmel.  , 
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Edwin  A.  Adam  was  bom  A'cv.  10,  ISdl,  in 
Hereford  tow’nship,  Berks  Co.,  l*a.,  and  was  there 
reared  upon  the  homestead  farm,  following  farm- 
ing until  he  a.ttained  his  majority.  iMeantirae  he 
received  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
the  locality.  Upon  leaving  home  he  located  at 
Shamokin,  Northumberland  county,  where  he  was 
in  the  employ  of  the  late  Darlington  Ivulp  for  a 
period  of  thirteen  years,  since  when  he  has  been 
engaged  in  tlie  lumber  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, at  different  places.  He  has  lived  at  Mount 
Carmel  since  1890,  and  for  eleven  years  was  a 
merchant  in  the  borough.  As  a business  man  and 
citizen  he  occupies  a substantial  place  in  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  Adam  married  IMary  C.  CTowl,  daughter 
of  Jackson  Crowl,  of  Elysburg,  Pa.,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  nine  children:  Gordon  T.  (of 
Mount  Carmel),  Lillie  E.,  Mary  M.,  MTieeler  E., 
Flora  A.,  Harriet  Pella,  John  J.,  Mark  J.  (who 
died  when  three  years  old)  and  Anna  L.  Mr. 
Adam  is  a Catholic  in  religious  faith. 

CHARLES  A.  KUNKEL,  engaged  in  the  ho- 
tel and  livery  business  in  Shamokin,  is  a young 
man  whose  enterprise  and  good  management  are 
bringing  him  success.  He  was  born  in  Shamo- 
kin iFeb.  29,  1876,  son  of  Leo  Kunkel,  a native 
of  Germany,  born  in  . 1816,  who  came  to  America 
when  a young  man  of  twenty-two.  He  first  locat- 
ed at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  where  he  spent  two  years, 
thence  coming  to  Shamokin.  Here  he  followed 
mining  until  his  death,  in  1877,  and  is  buried  at 
Shamokin.  Mr.  Kunkel  married  Rosa  Gafinski, 
who  is  now  living  in  Wisconsin,  and  the  five  chil- 
dren born  to  .them  were  named  as  follows : Joseph 
(who  is  deceased),  Charles  A.,  Tillie,  l\Iary  and 
Polly. 

Charles  A.  Kunkel  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Shamokin.  "When  thirteen  years 
old  he  became  a slate  picker  at  the  mines,  where 
he  continued  to  work  in  various  capacities  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  At  that 
time  he  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  but  after 
conducting  his  place  one  year  sold  it  and  became 
bookkeeper  for  Squire  Kreiger,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued for  a period  of  three  years.  He  then  em- 
barked in  the  wholesale  liquor  business  on  his  own 
account,  being  thus  engaged  for  one  and  a half 
years,  when  he  sold  nut  to  the  Mount  Carmel 
Brewing  Company.  In  1906  he  bought  from 
Squire  Kreiger  the  hotel  stand  where  he  has  since 
done  business.  He  enjoyed  a large  business  from 
the  time  he  took  the  management,  having  twenty- 
four  rooms,  and  his  being  the  only  hotel  in  that 
section  of  Shamokin  he  had  a thriving  trade, 
which  he  succeeded  in  widening  steadily  by  good 
business  methods  and  satisfactory  service.  There 
was  a fine  hall  on  the  top  floor  of  the  old  build- 
ing, which  j\lr.  Kunkel  rented  for  fairs,  dances 


and  various  entertainments;  it  was  headquarters 
for  the  Springfield  Band.  Oxr  Aug.  4,  1910,  the 
hotel  building  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire, 
the  loss  being  thirty  thousand  dollars.  With  his 
eustommry  enterprise  Mr.  Kunkel  at  once  com- 
menced rebuilding,  on  the  same  site,  his  new  hotel 
being  thoroughly  up-to-date  and  a credit  to  the 
community  as  well  as  to  the  owner.  Kunkel’s 
hall,  built  on  an  adjoining  lot,  is  60  feet  square. 
In  connection  with  his  hotel  ^Ir.  Kunkel  has  a 
livery  business,  keeping  eight  horses,  for  v/hich 
there  is  constant  demand. 

Mr.  Kunkel  is  well  known  socially,  holding 
membership  in  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles,  Red 
Men,  East  End  and  Friendship  Hose  Companies, 
several  Polish  societies,  and  St.  Stanislaus  church. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  political  matters. 

On  Noy.  26,  1892,  Mr.  Kunkel  married  Ger- 
trude Green,  daughter  of  William  Green,  of  Mount 
Carmel,  Pa.  They  have  four  children,  namely: 
Clement,  Florence,  Violet  and  Alma. 

BENJAMIN  F.  BASTIAN,  of  Sunbury,  who 
carries  on  an  up-to-date  bakery  on  Eckman  ave- 
nue, between  Line  and  Race  streets,  was  born 
July  31,  1868,  in  Upper  Augusta  township,  North- 
umberland county,  son  of  Matthias  D.  Bastian. 
He  is  a member  of  the  fourth  generation  in  tliat 
township,  being  a great-grandson  of  George  IMi- 
chael  Bastian,  who  founded  the  family  there,  and 
from  whom  tve  give  the  family  record. 

George  Michael  Bastian  was  a native  of  North- 
ampton county.  Pa.,  born  IMarch  13,  1768,  and 
died  Feb.  18,  1845,  in  Upper  Augusta  township, 
Northtimberland  county,  where  he  had  followed 
farming,  having  a 200-acre  tract  known  laud  so 
called  in  the  deed)  as  “White  Lily  Garden  Farm.” 
He  and  his  wife  died  on  that  place,  and  they 
are  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Sunbury.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Susanna  Bollender,  and  she  was 
bom  Oct.  7,  1770,  in  Greenwich  township,  Berks 
county.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Jesse 
lived  in  Sunbury;  Peter  died  at  iMilton,  Pa.;  Dan- 
iel is  mentioned  below ; George  died  in  Sunbury ; 
Catharine  married  John  Renn  axid  they  lived  in 
Sunbury  ; Christianna  married  Henry  Conrad  and 
they  lived  in  Rockefeller  township : Rachel  mar- 
ried John  Sinten  and  they  lived  at  Alaska,  this 
county  ; Elizabeth  died  unmarried,  in  Rockefeller  ; 
Lucy  married  Jeremiah  Zimmerman  and  died  in 
Shamokin,  Pennsylvania. 

From  public  records  in  the  courthouses  at  Sun- 
bury and  Lewisburg  has  been  taken  the  follow- 
ing information,  which  is  hero  given  not  only  as 
being  of  interest  in  this  connection,  but  also  as 
it  has  considerable  bearing  upon  the  spelling  of 
the  name,  which  seems  to  have  been  written  Bas- 
tian from  the  time  the  records  begin,  in  1791, 
with  two  exceptions.  Both  these  times  it  was 
found  vTitten  Bostion,  but  it  must  be  noted  that 
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on  one  of  these  two  occasions  the  signer  made  his 
mark. 

George  Micliael  Bastian,  Sr.,  came  from  North- 
ampton county  in  the  year  1791,  and  on  June  16, 
1791,  bought  500  acres  of  land  from  Eichard  Wil- 
lings  of  Delaware  county.  Pa.,  about  two  miles 
below  Sunbury,  Pa.,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna river,  and  in  the  lx)dy  of  the  deed  the 
name  is  written  George  iMichael  Bastian.  On 
June  11,  1798,  George  Michael  Bastian,  Sr.,  sold 
to  George  ^Michael  Bastian,  Jr.,  176  acres  of  the 
above  tract  of  500  acres  and  in  the  body  of  this 
deed  the  name  is  written  George  IMichael  Bostion; 
the  deed  is  also  signed  George  Michael  Bostion. 

On  May  10,  1819,  George  Michael  Bastian,  Jr., 
sold  tlie  above  176  acres  to  Lewis  Dewart;  he 
signed  his  name  in  German  and  it  is  written 
George  Michael  Bastian,  and  his  wife  Susanna 
Bastian  signed  by  mark,  her  name  being  written 
the  same  way.  On  the  same  day  and  year  Lewis 
Dewart  sold  to  George  Michael  Bastian  300  acres 
in  Augusta  township  about  three  miles  southeast 
of  Sunbury;  in  the  body  of  this  deed  the  name  is 
written  Bastian.  On  May  15,  1841,  George  Michael 
Bastian,  Jr.,  sold  to  Henry  Gass  76  acres  of  land 
in  Augusta  township,  and  in  the  body  of  this  deed 
the  name  is  Bastian : it  is  also  signed  George  l\Ii- 
chael  Bastian.  In  the  year  1844  George  Michael 
Bastian,  Jr.,  made  his  last  will  and  testament  and 
in  the  body  of  the  will  we  find  the  name  Bostion; 
it  is  signed  Bostion,  but  by  mark. 

In  the  year  1845  George  iMichael  Bastian,  Jr., 
died,  and  on  the  tombstone  is  inscribed  Bastian. 
His  son  George  was  one  of  his  executors,  and  all 
papers  signed  in  settling  up  the  estate  show  the 
spelling  Bastian. 

In  the  year  1791  George  Michael  Bastian,  Sr., 
gave  a mortgage  to  Eichard  Willing,  and  he  signed 
himself  George  Michael  Bastian.  In  the  year  1809 
George  Michael  Bastian,  J r.,  gave  a mortgage  to 
Lewis  Dewart,  and  it  is  signed  George  Michael 
Bastian. 

One  Daniel  Bastian  had  a lawsuit  in  1797. 

Daniel  Bastian,  son  of  George  ilichael,  Sr.,  was 
born  Aug.  8,  1806,  in  what  is  now  Snyder  county. 
Pa.,  and  was  a young  man  when  he  came  across- 
the  river  into  Upper  Augusta  township.  There 
he  married  Elizabeth  Drayer,  daughter  of  !Mat- 
thias  Drayer.  and  they  Avere  Lutheran  members  of 
the  Lantz  Church  in  what  is  now  Eockefeller 
township,  both  being  buried  at  that  church.  l\[rs. 
Bastian  died  Jan.  ’ll,  1869,  aged  fifty-nine  years, 
three  months,  tAventy-seven  days.  l\Ir.  Bastian 
died  Dec.  29,  1879.  He  was  a potter,  and  fol- 
lowed his  trade  in  Sunbury  and  Upper  Au.gusta 
township  for  many  years,,  in  his  later  life  also  en- 
gaging to  some  extent  in  carpentering.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bastian  had  a large  family,  as  folloAA's : Sarah 
died  in  childhood;  Joseph  was  killed  while  scry- 
ing in  the  Civil  AA'ar  (lie  Ava«  married)  ; George, 


a carpenter,  died  Eeb.  3,  1897,  aged  sixty  years, 
five  months,  ten  days;  IMatthias  D.  is  mentioned 
beloAV ; Henry  died  in  young  manhood,  in  Eocke- 
feller toAvnship ; Polly  married  Jeremiah  Cooper 
and  they  liA'ecl  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. ; Landis  is  a 
farmer  in  Upper  Au.gusta ; Daniel  died  Sept.  25, 
1878,  aged  thirty-one  years,  .two  months,  tAvehe 
days;  IMary  Ellen  married  Samuel  Fry  and  died 
Aug.  5,  1879,  aged  fifty-six  years,  ten  months, 
twelve  days;  Jeremiah,  of  Sunbury,  is  a painter; 
Anna  married  Henry  Nase  and  they  live  in  Chi- 
cago. 

Matthias  D.  Bastian,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
Oct.  11,  1838,  in  Northumberland  county,  and 
Avas  brought  up  on  the  farm  in  Avhat  is  now  Eocke- 
feller toAvnship.  During  the  Civil  Avar  he  enlist- 
ed in  Company  B,  184th  Pennsr’lvania  Volunteer 
Infantry,  serving  as  a private  one  year  and  four 
days.  He  was  Avounded  in  action  in  front  of 
Petersburg  and  as  a result  had  las  right  arm  am- 
putated while  a prisoner  at  Libby,  where  he  was 
confined  for  eighty-two  days.  After  the  war,  how- 
ever, he  resumed  farming,  engaging  in  general  ag- 
riculture and  trucking  until  about  1893,  when  he 
retired  and  settled  in  Sunbury.  His  home  is  at 
No.  803  Market  street,  in  that  borough.  Mr. 
Bastian  is  a Eepublican  in  politics  and  has  served 
as  constable  and  as  jury  commissioner  of  North- 
umberland county.  He  is  a member  of  Bruner 
Post,  No.  335,  G.  A.  E.,  and  of  Lodge  No.  203, 
I.  0.  0.  F.,  both  Sunbury  organizations. 

On  Aug.  19,  1862,  Mr.  Bastian  married  Lydia 
Poyer,  daughter  of  Abitha  and  Eebecca  (Mitchell) 
Poyer,  of  Sunbury,  and  tAvelye  children  have  been 
born  to  their  union;  Charles  E..  Elizabeth  (mar- 
ried to  Abraham  Eoger),  Maclay,  Benjamin  F., 
Daniel,  William,  Joseph.  Cora,  Alberta,  Jennie, 
and  tAA'o  that  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Bastian  and 
his  family  are  members  of  tlie  Eeformed  Church. 
Mrs.  Bastian  died  March  30,  1900. 

Benjamin  F.  Bastian  was  educated  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  his  early  home. 
He  was  reared  to  farming,  and  folloAved  agricul- 
tural Avork  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen 
years.  Avhen  he  learned  the  trade  of  baker.  In 
1900  he  came  to  Sunbury,  embarking  in  business 
about  that  time,  and  he  has  built  up  an  extensive 
trade,  employing  four  men  at  present.  His  spe- 
cialties are  bread  and  pastry.  In  1910  Mr.  Bas- 
tian erected  the  modern  establishment  he  now  oc- 
cupies, a store  22  by  64  feet  on  Eckrnan  avenue, 
equipped  with  the  most  modern  facilities  known 
to  the  trade.  His  oven  cost  $1,500.  and  the  rest 
of  the  place  is  in  keeping.  Store  and  bakery  are 
clean  and  sanitary,  the  entire  place  being  a credit 
to  the  oAvner  and  to  tlie  coimmAnity. 

On  June  20.  1903,  Mr.  Bastian  married  Sue 
Broscious,  daugliter  of  Jared  and  Susan  (Eenn) 
Broscious.  who  died  at  Sunbury.  i^^r.  and  Mrs. 
Biistian  have  a large  and  comfortable  home  of 
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their  own'  at  Xo.  144  Xorth  Fifth  street.  He  is 
a member  of  tlie  United  Evangelical  Church  of 
Sunbury,  and  holds  office  at  present. 

EZKA  C.  IvELLEE,  proprietor  of  the  ‘‘State 
Eoad  Hotel/’  at  'Weigh  Scales,  in  Ealpho  town- 
ship, has  been  therr?  a comparatively  brief  time, 
but  he  has  had  considerable  e.xperience  in  the  ho- 
tel business,  and  his  establishment  has  shown 
great,  improvement  under  his  management.  i\Ir. 
-Keller  was  born  Oct.  19,  1867,  at  Strausstown, 
Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  George  W.  Keller  and 
grandson  of  John  0.  Keller,  and  he  conies  of  an 
old  family  of  Berks  county. 

The  Keller  family -of  Eockland  is  of  German 
extraction,  being  descended  from  John  Christo- 
phel  (Christolfel)  Keller,  better  known  as  “Stof- 
fel”  Keller,  who  was  born  in  Xitsche,  Hessen- 
Darmstadt,  Germany,  son  of  Jacob  Keller,  a well 
known  weaver  who  resided  at  that  place.  Jacob 
Keller  was  the  father  of  six  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  childhood.  Two  sous,  lioth  named 
Johan  Adam,  were  distinguished  by  being  called 
“der  grosse  Johan”  (Big  John)  and  “der  kleine 
Johan”  (Little  John).  John  Christophel  came 
next,  and  there  was  one  daughter,  Elizabeth 
Catharine.  In  1764  John  Christophel  Keller,  then 
seventeen  years  of  age,  came  to  America.  His 
father  gave  him  considerable  money  in  gold, 
which  he  sewed  in  a belt  and  carried  on  his  body. 
He  made  the  voyage  on  the  “Brittania,”  Captain 
Arnot,  from  Eotterdam  to  Philadelphia,  where 
young  Keller  landed  September  26th.  From  Phil- 
adelphia he  walked  to  Eockland  township,  Berks 
county,  where  he  found  a home  with  the  Eeichert 
family,  who  were  also  from  Xitsche,  Mrs.  Eeichert 
having  at  one  time  worked  for  his  father.  "With 
them  he  followed  his  trade  of  weaver.  In  1765, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  married  Catharine  Help, 
daughter  of  John  Xicholas  Deljt,  a large  land- 
holcler  of  Eockland,  and  soon  after  his  marriage 
secured  a tract  of  land  from  his  father-in-law.  He 
began  to  clear  this  land,  and  it  is  said  his  wife 
assisted  in  the  tvork.  This  home  remained  in  the 
connection  for  over  one  hundred  years,  and  the 
old  log  house,  built  before  1770,  is  still  standing 
and  in  good  condition.  Stoffel  Keller  died  there, 
in  Xovember,  1834,  at  which  time  he  was  living 
with  his  son-in-law.  Squire  Joseph  Specht.  His 
property  in  Eockland  comprised  about  forty  acres. 
He  was  a man  of  great  force  of  character  and 
considerable  intelligence,  was  a school  teacher, 
and  preserved  his  mental  vigor  to  the  last.  He 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Eevolution.  Ilis  wife, 
Catharine,  died  over  ten  years  before  him.  Their 
children  were  as  follows:  (1)  Maria,  1767-1850, 
married  Michael  Weldor  and  had  nine  cliildrcn. 
(2)  Jacob  married  Betsy,  daughter  of  John 
Specht,  and  they  lived  and  died  near  Pricetown. 
They  had  children:  John,  who  marrifE  Elizabeth 


ICahl;  Catharine,  wife  of  Henry  Xoll;  Eebecca, 
Mrs.  Buskirk;  I^ydia,  Mrs.  Wahl;  and  Daniel. 
(3)  Catharine  married  Daniel  Specht  and  (sec- 
ond) Peter  Muthart,  and  had  five  children.  (4) 
Conrad  married  Polly  Xeiman,  whose  first  hus- 
banil  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  1781.  Their 
children  were  John,  who  married  Esther  Clouser; 
George,  who  married  Lucy  Bast;  David,  who  mar- 
ried and  lived  in  Xew  York  City  ; Charles,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Berks  county  and  later  of 
iMontgomery  county  (where  he  died  iMarch  7, 
1897,  aged  eighty  years),  who  married  Harriet 
Moyer.  (5)  filisabeth  married  Henry  Moyer  and 
had  seven  children.  (6)  Susan  married  Joseph 
Specht,  Esq.,  and  they  had  seven  children.  She 
died  in  1832  and  he  subsequently  married  a Mu- 
thart, by  whom  he  had  two  sons.  He  died  in  1854. 
(7)  George  married  Kate  Keller  and  they  lived 
and  died  near  Pricetown.  Their  children  were 
Abraham,  Magdalena  and  Joseph.  (8)  iMagda- 
lena  married  Henry  Sterner  and  had  six  children. 
(9)  Abraham  married  Magdalena  Specht.  daugh- 
ter of  Jolin  and  sister  of  Squire  Joseph  Specht, 
and  they  had  two  children,  both  of  whom  mar- 
ried, and  both  moved  to  Wauseon.  Ohio,  where 
their  descendants  reside.  (Benjamin  who  was  mar- 
ried four  times,  last  time  to  iMrs.  Sarah  DeLong, 
daughter  of  Squire  Joseph  Specht,  was  a son  or 
a brother  of  Abraham.)  (10)  Samuel  died  unmar- 
ried at  the  age  of  twenty-six  years.  (11)  .Tohn 
married  Betsy  Egolf.  They  had  no  children.  (12) 
Mary  (Peggy),  1199-1879,  married  Jacob  Ster- 
ner and  had  eight  children. 

From  this  source  came  John  0.  Fleller,  grand- 
father of  Ezra  C.  Keller.  He  was  born  in  Eock- 
lanxl  township,  Berks  count}',  and  followed  farm- 
ing at  Priceto'wn,  that  county,  where  lie  died.  He 
and  his  wife  Sarah  had  children;  Jacob.  John, 
Joel,  Henry,  Daniel,  George  W.,  Sarah.  !Mrs. 
Eeinheimer,  i\Irs.  David  Welder  and  David. 

George  'W.  Keller,  son  of  John  0.  Keller,  was  a 
stationary  engineer  as  well  as  farmer.  For  eight- 
een years  he  lived  upon  a farm  near  Fleetwood, 
Bei'ks  county.  He  subsequently  fanned  at  Shaef- 
ferstpwn  and  thence  moved  to  Strausstown.  Berks 
county,  where  he  still  makes  his  home.  He  has 
continued  to  follow  farming  to  the  present.  He 
has  been  twice  married,  his  lirst  union  being  with 
Henrietta  Sheaffer,  daughter  of  Daniel  Sheatfer, 
his  second  to  Leanda  Gerhert.  His  children,  all  by 
the  first  union,  were:  iMarv.  Oscar  and  Ezra  C., 
the  last  named  being  the  only  survivor. 

Ezra  C.  Keller  was  reared  upon  the  farm  Aft- 
er spending  four  years  at  Akron,  Lancas\er  Co., 
Pa.,  he  returned  home  and  went  to  school  for  a 
year.  He  then  located  at  Helfenstein.  Schuylkill 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a clerk  for  John 
Purcel  & Co.  two  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time 
going  to  Shamokin,  where  he  became  a clerk  for 
D.  A.  Haas.  He  was  thus  employed  for  four 


T 


i-t'  '~\i^r"\  i?"'''''S"'r'  u' ' V‘'r'-T^;ri”'^  woi-nitnq  AHsa' 


ISml  awf  r,U  Jr)rf 


I - , c...r;’  v'MTtt  V-  ^V.lTT  aW»T( 

■ :uui  ^►oi'/y  .brrjrti  J=ufl  /v>»a  -<OT,'sd^  fjt 

y >I-uY' -#o:^  1^  J&JW  >9(t^ 

■■ijifmp’i  .i^*iffiai«qt{i  • *0.”  ■ eld' ~nhaii  itmt^'/0't<¥^  Jmt^'rl* 

-it  ,nfit.  .J>j(Fw(i4-‘-  n»ir'  toMI’/'’ 

’/itKViiU  h‘AiJ.  fftkl  f.rlik  <»-a,if«'a  'Ij-f  l>Jf,  -n  .-_r  <*■  II 


•i-^i$r  ijm  linUi^x  M 
,r  >’-i»K  Jm(>  fir[  &i<ytly/)  '^iuijrfi^,,  ^ 

ji..rii,J;f  h -mjcfa  t^h ■ >7/  • 'wa»' io  ''fl«« 

mi.  ■i  wuK  ,;-!fi^,n  1«  te  atoi^ 

iSt- .^.;^f1|M^^ -itov')*?  hW  ■*•  " !o  ^ 

■M><  M‘/tf>Ui'  j ~wyf'/i  UhH  :p0:  hiir/  . j^il  a/^mO  1o  ar  hanli-y^^t  5o*vttmflf  lofb'^  jmIT 

«i>  f/  »A  .two  -^ulriidO  m{4>(.  mml  ‘fwWsjmfr  «tu>d 

• ii'-si  41  .<xw|,'’l»»fl;j»d>w  ^tfisl)  ' ■ ■ ■ “*"*'’  ■' 

.:•  Iwfi  jwjipi  islla^:  V?') 

aiwfei>h!r  iKoi?  fei'fv  ,4in, 


((»:/ui(4*j  Ti’jid'C  aiwfei>h!r  i)co<r 
( ■;.,)  • jiqf^ioT.  ■ 

. M37 Ift'i  iiTf  y'ik- _b h i (■  ■']'/ nix'.  '-^iniu .i'^tffi.Tii.Si«  flh&i 

,4il‘/W|<r-  - ^ flifOlr  lo  '«')’> 

•'[iv,n  '.hi'odtic'';  ly  ,'d‘i»V!i('  *■'  „trifp. . '^irtt , f>it« 

O70f(‘.y  .oijh ' 4#/  isiw.  ,h''iil'j 

-niMTrf  ~g.yt  W,vf 


. , - .^^■....  (fioliai 

ami  ((vtiotsh'/f!:))  h 

nl  irjj^  hU’n  ’HU-v... 

Kt»/  a ^3«ff$3  'feoRl  5o  H09  .jb«>'ami^ 

rf^iWJiL  '.Wfq  icjdJ  fjofeis^T  6ii*«  ia7a«>vf  f 

i'c.  wi  yJ.9  lio  ' 

iwi  fBa-  di<jd  ,%yoa  o-#/T  ■ .Iwidfifiift)  ai  i>w|v' frtoW 

yiiiLa|^'  TO'^  &n«  |ado?»  !§ia)  asacni^ 

^ .{oxfoX  atWiai 

rfhdRsji^;  ,t9hi'§;/ttir  sat)  aiwli '75«b 


.^fi-.U‘>(I  if«iw.5  ^%U  rd'.^i. AsaJ.  ,mni  aa«l . Vrw  m0,  tsrlqolihjIQf  ftitoT;  7dT^>jtI'  ^nbMO'  J^ 

Vxf#5EI>t' uJ  r^xan;)'  rf-Sft+rtitrfK' 

«imiP  IV'.Uft  ^ ^ ;,. 

f-lY  s >Ja^-^n-yy/i  >(.  fv?k  vvXJf  sil  a^' Wri«o  ^ 

i^-n  .:rf7.7l4^'r.fi«wfr,  9tft ' «0  ttllim)? ' ''" 

r'l*J/l!>  f«f  -jViriB  f •^t'?  f-f  I t,  A'Ms.ci-tdf  r,  i.-F<T*'  ..A  , t^.^1  AA ..'; ' ■'  . . . x*  * 


■ trax-Mm  .,-j4.ill,r.»<Jtliyj‘  y|.'»gs4^4  '!\sitt  ‘witff  ,i4iis{4'^je(hl^  of  ■ 'Jasal^^]f:k 

J;,:|J  bfiti  iva  4j)M  Jm  -vt^tatii^  Y»»ife'3^j!frtT-'*^ 

•httr/tQ.  ,7^fr.yi  .mU  itmt- ..  . .^ijrrattwoi  l>flHb''jo.a  of  axf  «Utof,|l42S 

'mraT  JHv'ofint  5us  ;jy3u«u->  .qliferrYAit  bni)f  hs/kmil  .1^17. /jdaairZ /mxl:  «af»  vlk 

j>l  W aij  fv0f  t mif  .o  nam^M  t?f>  4rf  loi  ham'iit'  ^xi^'Wo  ihmb/dl  ' f 


.jcijfi/I  |0  n^oT.’k  UO-.  v(7  -^  u^^mm  y^ahi  tms  fifia«,0an{iyr,i  h A 

1<|7  S)I4  v7i^(4fivT^iU4'»i4ji>oii  hmi 

pit  arfi  ffi 

' 6ino  lavo  7s6|  aci^aiifitM  / 


hnt  Mmd 
•.ooiil5«toi9  " “ 

J1J11 

■ ,,  , ■■:■  ■ _ .,  ,-r 

iXm  TR3eO  --*AA.,,..r„  V-.  m ■ ’ 

-i  1 A Rt  30  nimjij  w,ir4yn  4»Tte7  , 

,JI')  ,'*<S/?Ji-Sar3^  V/lQTKfA , 7^x5!tT^p::xy  ,^r{f  'st^:"  4<*iWlWya-‘flia  io  1«|^” 

»,  h-frim^if  '^if rmiJT  n0ym' 

h :Wii!^:'f{mfi : sll  .wa‘<  ;,fc6ri #4C 

mk»X'  mwi  JM 

OfRii  ‘**-'‘^*  i-tv;  — .'^.  —.A  .•«&•■■  Jk  •■«  --.-i«-  '■  " 


N(')K’TIULM  iVi']lM.A:\  l)  COUNTY,  ]‘i'’.NNS V]AT\?vrA 


s (r, 


moiUi'.'^.  :tf(vi‘  wliicli  lie  took  a ))osition  as  clerk  at.  UC  1 , and  1\1  r.  Ilrnwii  passed  awity  'March  jO.  issi, 
the  “Uaylo  tlotel."  wliere  he  renirdned  three  yea.rs,  'They  are  lair'ud  side  hy  sidi'  ai  liu:  Salem  'Ciiimdi, 
and  seven  inonlhs.  ha\ine  eliarye  <d'  l!ie  stahles  'J'luii’  childi’en  wi't'c  as  follows:  J'r'Tmena^  S)rii  in 
for  two  year,".  Ju  ]S!M1  he  hmiydd,  ihc  “Mayle  Ho-  Anyuat,  Tiiarried  Hlia.s  J'lr!lm;!n  an  1 (si.r- 

tel/’  which  he  eondneted  f('r  two  years,  selling  out  oin.l)  itaiiiel  .Hoinherger ; Jjovina,  horn  in 
to  George  Urewer.  h'or  the  )iext  I’rnu-  ami  one  man  I'M  daeoh  i’anl ; .Tacnh,  horn  ji:  fS-i'C  fi'e<^ 
half  years  lie  conducted  the  'Alansiou  House,”  aged  fourteen  years;  'Hannah,  horn  iti  di'-d 

and  tlien  for  a s'imihu'  period  laid  the  “Forks  Ho-  nninan  icd  ; Simon  is  incntiom.'d  helovr ; a son  Imni 
tel.''  t)n  Xov.  1,  1!)07,  he  honglit  Id.s  pi'csent  in  1811  died  in  infa.ncy  ; Eliim,  hru-n  in  IS  13,  dic'l 
place,  the  ‘'State  Itoad  Itotei''  at  Wcigli  Seales,  aged  six  years ; .)ohn  F.  is  inenlio?'ed  holov.' ; Caih-  . 
where  he  has  made  many  fi'iemhs  dmrliig  the  short  arine,  honi  in  IBoO,  married  Honroe  Siiad/I. 
time  lie  has  been  at  that  point.  Under  Iris  dircc-  Simon  Frown,  son  of  doini,  was  l.'oni  Aug.  31, 

lion  th.e  ostablisliment  lias  been  Ya.Tly  improved,  1S3S,  on  tlic  farm  of  Ids  father  in  h’^ppor  .\Iaham;.y 

and  vravelers  are  given  special  auen'iion.  Hit;  ho-  iownshi]y,  and  was  a lifelong  farmer,  an  ind'is- 
tel  is  a 'popular  jiiaco  for  dinner  and.  suripcr  par-  trious,  thrifty,  suecessfid  man.  His  ]HO]r:ity  ad- 
lies,  and  the  juitronagc  is  steady.  iMr.  Keller  lias  joined  the  liomcstead  to  the  south.  An  aitive 
won  the  respoet  of  ilie  eonuiuinity,  where  he  is  re-  member  of.  the  Keformed  congregation  at  tiie  .Sa- 
garded  a,s  a most  desirable  citizen.  He  is  a mem-  lem  Cliurcli,  lie  served  as  deacon  am!  elder,  and 
her  of  I'lie  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  of  the  lie  is  buried  at  that  church.  His  death  occurred 
InipiTivcd  Order  of  Fed  jMcn,  and  is  a Iiepuhlican  dan.  17.  1!)03,  when  he  was  aged  si.viy-thrcc  yeais, 
in  I'olitical  sentiment.  four  months,  seventeen  days.  i).!]-.  Brown  married 

Mr.  Keller  married  IMary  A.  Gross,  dangliter  Gaiharino  Paul,  wlio  was  horn  Dee.  10,  183s, 
of  Eherluirt  and  Lena  (Hafer)  Gross,  and  they  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Esther  (filei'kei)  Faul. 
liave  tlirce  children:  Viola  Fl.,  Lena  H.  and  Cath-  and  died  Aug.  2,  100(1.  Tlici  wei’c  ilm  parents  of 
arinc  I.  The  family  arc  Lutherans  in  religious  'nine  children:  Jolin  W.,  Hcttic,  Cassie  (marric"] 
connection.  . Flsworlh  Krdman),  Adam  H.  (deceased'),  a sou 

that  died  in  infancy,  I’olly  (dceeased),  IMiliori 
F)R07VX.  The  Brown  family  has  been  identi-  (deceased),  Abraham  and  Willirirn. 
fied  witli  'tJpjier  filalianoy  township  and  that  re-  .Toiix  AV.  Bkou'.v,  son  of  Simon,  is  a in 

gion  of  Kortimndierlaud  coumy  for  ro/er  a cen-  Upper  Afalianoy  township,  wiiore  he  was  iiorn  Uei. 
tury.  having  been  founded  there  in  ih.e  early  days  3,  .1810.  He  obtained  liis  education  in  the  liome 
by  IMichael  Brown,  a native  of  ijongswam}i  town-  locality,  attending  the  common  schools,  and  was 
ship,  Berks  Co.,  Fa.,  horn  Feh.  Ifi,  117'3.  Com-  tinined  to  farm  work  from  hoyiioed.  lieei-rmiug 
ing  to  this  section  he  hoeamo  a farmer  in  v.iiat  •farming  on  his  o-un  account  at  his  ] re, -tut. 

is  now  Up]ior  Alaliaiioy  townshiji,  on  the  projierty  in  IhOl.  This  was  once  a Help  lioinosrcan,  was 

now  owned  by  .lohn  Fetter  and  Alhin’t  Gossner.  later  (vwned- hv  .Tacoli  Faiil,  and  after  him  by  si- 
He  died  May  1'.  IB-H,  and  his  wife,  who-e  maiden  iiion  Brown,  father  of  Jolin  Mb  Brown.  Jr  eon- 
name  was  Cherry,  was  iiorn  March  .30,  1770,  and  "i.-ts  of  ninety-five  acin.s  located  a '.pi.ii'ter  of  a 
died  Fob,  IS,  1811. ■ d'liey  were  memhers  of  tiic  mile  from  tlic  Schuylkill  county  line,  ami  is  xv-^ll 
Feformod  congregation  at  the  Himmel  Church,  improved,  though  the  liouse  ami  l);iiu  are  siruc- 
They  were  married  July  Lo,  1704,  and  nine  chil-  tnres  of  long  standing.  Mr.  Broun  1ms  gaimd  a 
dren  were  horn  to  this  couple,  as  follows:  Fehecca,  ]iositinn  among  the  most  honorable  andi  treated 
March  10,  170G;  iMagdalena,  Jan.  10,  1708;  Cath-  citi'zeiis  of  his  locality,  and  ho  has  liccn  cho.ren  to 
ariac,  June  18,  1800:  John,  March  17,  1S03  ; An-  •servo  as  auditor  of  liis  township.  In  -iiolitics  iie 
draes,  Ang.  IG,  l&O.j;  AHchael,  July  13,  1807;  is  idoniitled  with  the  Hcmocratic  party. 

George,  April  2G,  1800  (died  J\dy  13,  18G!-;  wife  On  Xov.  28,  1801,  Afr.  Brown  mai'ricd  Ilarvii't' 
Lydia,  horn  .Jan.  20,  1813,  died  Alarcli  27.  1802)  ; Fothcrmel,  who  was  a daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Peter,  Aug.  IG,  1811  (died  Sept.  12,  1878;  wife  Juotta  (Snyder)  Fotlierinel,  and  she  died  J'-iuT 
Jjjdia,  horn  Se})t.  23,  1817,  died  Alarch  27,  1887)  ; 0,  1010,  aged  forty  years,  seven  month=,  four 
Susanna,  Alarch  o,  1811.  days.  She  was  a highly  respected  woman.  amJ 

Jolin  Brown,  son  of  Michael,  horn  March  17,  lier  funeral  was  largely  attended,  many  nei::hivi;'s 
1803,  lived  on  the  place  now  oeenpied  by  his  son  and  friends  showing  tlieir  sympathy  for  the  ho- 
Jolm  J^.  Brown.  He  was  not  onlv  a farmer,  hut  reaved  family.  ‘J'o  Air.  ami  Airs.  Jlrown  were 
a carpenter  and  weaver  as  well,  doing  liouse  and  honr  children  as  follows:  Clements,  Aland,  Alin- 
sliop  caqieniry,  making  considerable  furniture  and.  nic  ami  .Beulan  (who  died  in  1008, ■ aged  siv 
in  his  earlier  years  manv  eolTins,  and  he  wove  all  months).  Air.  Brown  and  his  family  are  Fefori.u:-! 
sorts  of  woolen  wear  and  ear])ets.  He  was  active  memhers  of  the  Salem  Church,  and  ho  has  served 
in  church  life  and  lield  various  ehnreh  otTices.  Jlis  ns  deacon  of  his  congregation, 
wife,  Catharine  (Fetter),  daughter  of  JHiedrioh  Joiix  I'b  Br.omx,  son  of  John  am]  ■ Cath.arir,e 
Fetter,  was  L-orn  Aug.  37,  ISOG,  and  died  Jan.  3,  (Fetter)  Brown,  is  a well  known  fanner  citizen 
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■cu  Up]ier  I'lahanoy  township,  ivlicrc  he  was  born 
Deo,  J3,  .184'o,  lie  lias  passed  all  luA  life  on  his 
father's  homestead,  v/orking  for  his  father  nmii 
past  his  majority.  After  his  fath-er’s  death  the 
property,  consisting  of  sixty-five  acres,  came  into 
Ids  possession.  One  part  of  the  house  is  very  old, 
having  been  built  probably  more  than  a hundred 
years  ago,  and  tlie  rest  of  the  buildings  on  the 
place  were  erected  by  dolm  Brown,  father  of  the 
present  owner.  Air.  Brown  lias  been  particularly 
interested  in  public  school  matters  in  liis  town- 
■ship,  and  Ids  services  on  the  school  board  cover 
.almost  twenty  years;  lie  is  still  a member  of  that 
body.  lAditicaliy  he  is  a Democrat. 

In  May,  1873,  Air.  P>rown  married  Elmira 
Dietz,  daughter  oi  Jonas  Dietz,  whose  father,  Ali- 
•dnu'l  Dietz  (1S06-188.‘3),  came  to  this  section 
from  Berks  county.  She  died  in  August,  1874,  at 
the  early  age  of  twenty-two  years,  the  mother  of 
one  sou,  M'illiam  Ei-anklin,  who  now  lives  near 
LTiiontown,  Pa.  Airs.  Brown  was  a member  of 
tlie  Pei'ormed  congregation  at  the  Salem  Church. 
On  Oct.  17,  1S7.5,  Air.  Brown  married  (second) 
Emma  Elizabeth  Kiehl,  daughter  of  George  and 
Alary  (Stahr)  Iviehl,  of  Upper  Alaliaiioy  town- 
• ship,  but  now  of  Asbland,  Pa.,  and  by  this  union 
ihere  have  been  twelve  children:  Jane  E.,  mar- 
ried to  "Wilson  Bcitz;  Charles  A".,  who  married 
Sarah  Alattern ; John  Preston,  wlio  married  Sal- 
lie  Trautman ; Ivatie  S.,  wlio  died  aged  seventeen 
years,  seven  tnonths,  eighitcen  days;  Sadie  E.,  mar- 
ried to  Charles  Wicst;  Earietta ; Froene  Alabel, 
married  to  J.  Allen  Peed;  Samuel  W. ; one  daugh- 
ter that  died  in  infancy;  Clarence  0.;  Lulu  Alay, 
and  Posa  Alverta.  Air.  and  Airs.  Brown  and  their 
family  belong  to  the  Peformed  congregation  of 
the  Salem  Union  Cimreb,  at  Pough  and  PcaJy, 
to  which  bis  parents  also  belonged.  He  has  been 
an  active  member  for  many  years,  having  served 
as  deacon,  for  many  years  as  trustee,  and  since 
1903  as  elder. 

JOHN  W.  HECK,  merebant  and  justice  of  the 
peace  at  Alarion  Ileight.s,  this  county,  which  forms' 
juirt  of  the  borough  of  Keiser,  has  been  one  of 
the  leading  and  most  active  citizens  of  that  bor- 
ongb  since  its  organization,  and  bis  influence  has 
been  felt  in  many  of  the  most  progressive  move- 
ments in  tliis  section.  He  has  been  in  business 
there  in  various  lines  ever  since  be  settled  in  the 
place,  and  lias  held  a number  of  the  local  offices, 
giving  the  same  intelligent  service  in  public  alfairs 
as  Ik;  does  in  the  conduct  id’  Ids  private  interests. 

Air.  Heck  is  of  German  descent,  bis  grandfa- 
ther, Samuel  Heelc,  having  come  from  his  native 
Germany  wlien  a young  man  and  settled  in  Alary- 
land,  in  wliicli  State  lie  ])a.s-i;d  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  followed  the  milling  business. 

John  V/.  Hcek,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  in 
Alaiyland,  and  cumiiig  to  I’enn.-vlvania  located 


at  Aiount  Pleasant,  ScliuyikiH  county,  v/bere  lie 
owned  the  hotel  for  a number  of  years.  He  sold 
out  the  business  about  two  years  .before  his  uordh, 
and  thereafter  followed  butchering.  Lie  died  sud- 
denly, at  the  age  of  ■ forty-lhrce  years,  d’o  liim 
and  liis  wife  Pobecca  (Hartleiu)  were  born  g-;v_n 
sons,  only  two  of  whom  survive:  Francis  (wlio  is 
in  the  wboles.ale  flour  Inisiness  at  Shamokin,  Pa.) 
and  John  AE. 

John  W.  Heck,  son  of  dolm  AV.  and  Pcbeeca 
(Tlavtlcin)  Heck,  was  born  in  1859  at  Aiount 
Pleasant,  Schuylkill  Co.,  I’a.  He  was  brought 
to  Aforthumberland  county  when  .six  yea;s  old, 
and  grew  up  in  Sha.mokin  town.«liip,  where  he  at- 
tended the  ])ublic  schools  until  he  reached  the  age 
cd'  fourteen  years.  He  then  went  to  the  Erceburg 
Academy,  in  Snyder  county,  for  three  terms,  after 
wliiclt  lie  began  work.  Locating  at  Peed's  sta- 
tion he  was 'employed  in  the  manufacture  of  smok- 
ing tobacco  for  some  time,  and  then  located  at 
Paxinos,  wliere  be  followed  the  butcher  business 
for  three  years.  For  the  next  two  and  a half 
years  lie  was  with  the  Pe.ading-  Company,  after 
wliich  he  taught  scliool  at  Paxinos  for  two  terms. 
Then'  for  three  3'ears  he  was  superintendent  of  the 
Paxinos  store,  for  Airs.  Littlehail,  specclirig  the 
next  three  years  with  George  AV.  AliOdm,  whom  he 
bought  out.  He  continued  in  tlie  business  as  pro- 
prietor for  two  and  a half  years,  when  he  .mid 
out,  in  1897  making  a trip  to  Alaska,  prospect- 
ing. He  was  eleven  months  and  fourteen  days 
on  this  interesting  journey.  Uixm  his  return  lie 
located  at  Preeburg  for  a year  and  a lialf,  remo'v- 
ing  thence  to  Ashland,  Schuylkill  county,  where 
he  became  manager  of  the  ‘kAshland  House.’’' 
AViiile  there  he  was  granted  a license,  in  IS09,  at 
Alarion  Hciglits,  being  the  first  in  the  place  to 
obtain  a license  as  hotel-keeper,  but  lie  continued 
for  a time  at  Ashland,  being;  there  from  ISdS  to 
November,  1899.  He  has  since  been  a resident 
of  Alarion  Heights.  In  1901  he  built  a nne  three- 
storied  hotel  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  and 
conducted  same  until  Alay,  19(.!?,  at  wliich  time 
lie  sold  to  Lewis  Zusehin.  He  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business,  carrying  a huge 
general  stock,  besides  flour  and  feed,  and  in  1904 
built  the  tine  store  and  dwelling,  30  by  48  feet  in 
dimensions,  vhicli  lie  has  since  occuTued. 

There  has  been  tio  more  public-spirited  citizen 
in  Keiser  than  Air.  Heck.  Ho  wa^  the  leader  ia 
the  movement  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
tlie  borough  of  Keiser,  in  1905,  and  in  February, 
190G,  he  was  elected  the  iirst  justice  of  the  peace, 
which  oftice  lie  is  .still  filling.  'I’lie  Iirst  chief  bur- 
gess was  J(isei>li  Eticas.  Air.  Heck  luis  aPo  served 
as.  clerk  of  the  cuuncil  and  as  secretary  of  the 
scliool  hoard.  He  is  a Democrat  in  jiolitical  con- 
viction, and  though  the  liormigh  cmdd  Knist  but 
eleven  lE-inocrats  in  the  fall  of  19iK,  at  a nonr..al 
oleelion,  tliore  wore  sevont\-six  voics  cast  for  ir 
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Democrat  wlio  was  a ,cjoofl  local  man,  t!ie  influence 
of  citizens  like  Mr.  Heck  being  apparent  on  such 
occasions.  He  was  formerlv  a member  of  the  I. 
0.  0.  F.,  tlie  K.  G.-E.  and  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A. 

In  187!)  Mr.  Heck  married  Clara  Menges, 
daughter  of  George  W.  l\[enges,  of  Freeburg,  Pa., 
and  to  them  have  been  born  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  survive ; George,  I.eroy  ( married  to  Pe- 
becca  Hoover,  and  living  in  Philadelphia),  Diary 
E.  and  DIaude  F.  The  family  are  Lutherans  in 
.religious  connection. 

JOHN''  J.  CAMPTOX,  funeral  director  and 
embalmer,  of  Shamokin,  has  been  engaged  in  that 
line  of  business  in  the  borough  for  a period  of 
thirty  years,  since  1880.  He  is  located  at  No.  410 
Webster  street,  and  has  facilities  for  the  conveni- 
ent handling  of  the  excellent  trade  he  has  estab- 
lished. 

Mr.  Campton  was  born  in  1852  in  Trevorton, 
Northumberland  county,  son  of  James  and  An- 
nie (Buggey)  Campton,  natives  of  Ireland.  The 
father  came  to  this  country  from, County  Tipper- 
ary when  a young  man,  with  his  wife  and  small 
•family,  and  they  made  their  first  settlement  in 
Schuylkill  county,  later  moving  to  Trevorton, 
where  Mr.  Campton  followed  mining.  He  was 
killed  while  at  wmrk  in  the  mines,  in  1852,  at 
Donaldson ; he  is  buried  at  Dlinersville,  Schuyl- 
kill county.  Mrs.  Campton  died  at  Shamokin. 
They  had  a large  family,  namely:  Mary  A.,  Jo- 
anna, Ellen,  Dlargaret,  Catherine,  Sarah,  Eliza- 
beth and  John  J. 

John  J.  Campton  began  attending  school  at 
Trevorton.  He  was  eight  years  old  when  he  came 
to  Shamokin,  where  he  has  since  lived,  and  on 
commencing  work  learned  the  cabinetmaker's 
trade,  at  which  he  was  engaged  until  he  went  in- 
to the  irndertaking  business,  in  1880.  He  is  well 
fitted  for  his  business,  both  by  training  and  by 
experience,  and  has  -his  full  share  of  the  local  pat- 
ronage. 

Mr.  Campton  married  Minie  L.  Cobb,  daugh- 
ter of  Gaurclner  Cobb,  late  of  Shamokin,  and  they 
have  had  children  as  follows:  Xormand,  born  Xov. 
22,  1883,  Avho  died  when  four  years  old  ; James, 
born  Jan.  6,  1885,  who  died  when  fourteen  months 
old;  Gilbert,  born  April  2.  1886 ; Eva,  born  Aug. 
28,  1887;  John,  born  Xov.  2,  1888.;  Gordner, 
born  Feb.  7,  18!)0.  ^vho  died  in  infancy:  Arthur, 
born  Aug.  8,  1891;  Edward,  born  Feb.  28,  1893; 
George,  born  March  2,  1894,  who  died  when  four- 
teen months  old;  Joseph,  born  April  21.  1895,  who 
died  when  fourteen  montlis  old : William,  born 
April  15,  1896,  who  died  when  ten  months  old; 
Harry,  born  April  2,  1897;  Anna,  born  Xov.  5, 
189- ; Margaret,  imrn  Xov.  4.  1901;  Laura,  born 
July  3,  1902;  Charles,  born  April  22,  1906;  and 
two  sons  tliat  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 

Mr.  Campton  is  a member  of  St.  Edward’s 


Catliolic  Church  of  Shamokin,  and  fraternally  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

WILLIAM  S.  KAHLEP,  who  has  been  a 
farmer  in  Upper  DIahanoy  township  since  1876, 
belongs  to  a family  which  has  been  located  in  Jun- 
iata county,  Pa.,  since  his  grandfather,  Pliilip 
Kahler,  came  to  this  country  from  Germany,  about 
1852.  He  landed  at  Castle  Garden,  Xew’^  York, 
and  thence  proceeded  at  once  to  Juniata  county, 
settling  in  the  woods  in  a region  then  sparsely 
populated  and  unimproved.  He  had  to  clear  the 
land  before  he  could  commence  its  cultivation, 
erected  the  first  buildings  on  the  tract,  and  was 
a pioneer  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He  took 
up  250  acres,  Imt  sold  some  of  it,  and  became-  a 
prosperous  farmer,  his  industry  and  well  directed 
energy  bringing  him  a good  living.  He  and  his 
wife  were  buried  at  Leininger’s  Church  in  the 
locality  where  they  settled.  In  religion  he  was  a 
Lutheran.  Dir.  and  Mrs.  Philip  Kahler  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Margaretlia  married  Henry  Ford; 
Barbara  married  Barney  Fogel,  who  was  of  Ger- 
man extraction ; William  and  George  both  became 
farmers  in  Greenwood  township,  Juniata  county, 
where  the  daughters  also  lived,  their  husbands  be- 
ing farmers  there. 

George  Kahler,  son  of  Philip,  was  a native  of 
Germany,  and  was  about  fourteen  years  old  when 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  country.  He 
passed  the  rest  of  his  life  in  Greenwood  township, 
Juniata  Co.,  Pa.,  dying  there  in  October,  1890, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  He  owned  a farm 
of  130  acres,  and  was  an  enterprising  agricul- 
turist, becoming  one  of  the  most  successful  farm- 
ers of  his  neighborhood.  He  was  a Democrat,  and 
served  his  township  many  years  in  tlie  office  of 
supervisor.  He  and  his  family  were  of  the  Luth- 
eran faith,  and  were  members  of  Leininger’s 
Church,  where  he  is  buried.  To  his  first  mar- 
riage. with  Amelia  Snyder,  daughter  of  Jonas 
Snyder,  were  born  the  following  cliildren : Cath- 
arine married  IVilliam  Feltman : Louisa  married 
Amos  Howerter : Philip  died  in  infancy;  William 
S.  is  mentioned  below;  Susanna  married  Jacob. 
Dlitterling.  For  his  second  wife  Dir.  Kaliler  mar- 
ried Lydia  Hallman,  and  they  had  two  children; 
Edward,  now  a resident  of  Schuvlkill  county, 
I’a. ; and  George  II.,  of  Jackson  township,  Xorth- 
umberland  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 

William  S.  Kahler  was  born  Aug.  9,  1856,  in 
Greenwood  township,  Juniata  (>..  Pa.,  and  be- 
gan his  education  in  the  subscription  schools  of 
the  home  district,  later  attending  the  public 
schools.  In  his  twenty-third  year  he  commenced 
to  learn  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  nine  years.  Dleantirnc,  in  the  fall  of  1876, 
he  had  c-ome  to  Upper  DIahanoy  township.  North- 
umberland county,  and  at  once  located  on  the  farm 
which  has  sim^e  been  hi«  home.  .Dfter  giving  most 
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of  his  attention  to  farming  for  several  years  he 
purcliased  a steam  threshing  outfit,  the  second 
to  be  put  into  operation  in  the  locality,  and  for 
nineteen  years. did  threshing.  He  has  also  sawed 
considerable  timber,  and  since  1894  has  operated 
a cider  press,  making  large  quantities  of  cider. 
Besides  his  home  farm  he  owns  a place  of  forty- 
seven  acres  lying  along  the  road  between  Leek 
Kill  and  Line  Mountain,  formerly  the  Elias  How- 
erter  homestead.  Mr.  Ivahler  is  regarded  by  all 
his  associates  as  a man  of  ability  and  intelligence, 
as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  honored 
with  official  recognition  in  the  various  phases  of 
the  life  of  the  community  with  which  he  has  been 
identified.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  has  been 
scltool  director  of  the  township  and  is  at  present 
supervisor;  has  been  deacon  of  St.  James  (How- 
erters)  Church,  where  he  and  his  family  worship  ; 
and  is  a past  grand  of  Eureka  Lodge,  Xo.  260, 
I.  0.  0.  F.,  of  Leek  Kill,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  the  chairs. 

In  1880  Mr.  Kahler  married  Mary  Howerter, 
only  daughter  of  Elias  and  Caroline  (Lefiler) 
Howerter,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren : Katie  married  Francis  M.  Paul,  of  Shamo- 
kin.  Pa.,  and  has  one  child,  AYrna;  Francis. H., 
who  is  an  engineer,  married  Eliza  Paul,  daugh- 
ter of  AVilliam  Paul,  and  they  have  one  son,  Clar- 
ence AV. 

HOY’EPTER.  Adam  Howerter,  the  first 
known  ancestor  of  a family  numerously  represent- 
ed in  Berks  and  Xorthumberland  counties.  Pa., 
was  born  Sept.  2,  1742,  and  died  in  what  is  now 
Upper  Alahanoy  township,  Xorthumberland  Co., 
Pa.,  near  Howerters  Church,  Dec.  6,  1819.  The 
inscription  on  his  tombstone  says  •'born  in  Chester 
county,”  but  family  tradition  has  it  that  he  was 
one  of  the  Hessian  soldiers  brought  here,  by  the 
English  government  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  after  which  he  settled  in  Chester  county,  Pa. 
About  1786  he  located  in  Longswamp  township, 
Berks  county,  where  in  1790  the  Federal  Census 
Report  records  him  as  the  head  of  a family  of 
three  sons  and  four  daughters.  The  eldest  son, 
Henry,  was  already  married  in  that  year,  but  at 
that  time  had  no  children.  He  is  said  to  have  re- 
mained in  Berks  county,  but  Adam  and  his  other 
children,  sons  Johan  Adam  and  Johan  Peter  and 
four  daughters,  came  to  the  Alahantango  ATtlley, 
settling  in  that  district  now  embraced  in  L'pper 
Alahanoy  township,  where  the  father  took  up  a 
large  tract  of  land,  some  of  which  he  cleared, 
erecting  the  first  set  of  buildings  thereon.  He 
and  his  wife  Catharine,  who  according  to  the 
tond)stone  inscription  was  born  in  Europe  Dec. 
23,  1748,  and  died  April  23,  1819,  are  buried  at 
Howerters  Church.  1’hey  were  Lutherans  in  reli- 
gion, as  are  their  descendants.  Three  of  their 
daughters  married  brothers  named  AVary.  another 


was  married  to  a S[)iece,  and  another  to  a Dedhirk. 
One  of  the  AAhirys  is  buried  at  Alahanoy,  one  at 
Herb’s  Church.  The  tradition  that  the  emigrant 
ancestor  was  a Hessian  soldier  may  be  correct, 
as  no  Howerter  appears  among  the  immigrants 
to  this  country  recorded  in  the  Pennsylvania  Ar- 
chives. 

Johan  Adam  Howerter,  one  of  the  sons  of 
Adam  Howerter  who  accompanied  him  to  Xorth- 
umberland county,  was  born  Aug.  24,  1769.  and 
died  Feb.  14,  1847.  His  wife,  Catharine  (Diehl), 
Ixtrn  Xov.  29,  1772,  died  Alay  18,  1851.  They  had 
no  .children.  They  are  buried  at  Howerters 
Church. 

Johan  Peter  Howerter,  the  other  son  of  Adam 
Howerter  who  came  with  his  father  to  Xorthum- 
berland county,  was  born  Xov.  4,  1772,  and  owned 
a 130-acre  farm  near  Howerters  Church,  in  Up- 
per Alahanoy  township,  where  he  died  Alay  6, 
1862.  This  place  is  now  owned  by  George  Paul. 
He  was  one  of  the  prominent  members  of  Hower- 
ters Church,  in  which  he  held  various  official  po- 
sitions, and  he  was  one  of  the  building  masters 
when  the  first  church  was  erected.  That  edifice 
stood  until  replaced  by  the  present  building,  in 
1893,  which  his  grandson,  Amos  Howerter,  helped 
to  build.  His  family  are  also  buried  there.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Diehl,  who  was  born  Aug.  27, 
1778,  daughter  of  Johannes  Diehl,  and  sister  of 
his  brother’s  wife  Catharine.  Airs.  Howerter  died 
July  6,  1860,  the  mother  of  children  as  follows: 
Solomon;  Peter;  Daniel:  Ahraham ; Elizaheth, 
Airs.  Peter  Zerfink;  Catharine.  Airs.  Peter  Stoudt; 
and  Polly,  Airs.  Daniel  Bloom. 

Solomon  'Howerter,  son  of  Johan  Peter  How- 
erter, was  horn  on  the  homestead  Feb.  1.  1805, 
and  was  a lifelong  farmer  in  Upper  Alahanoy 
township,  living  on  a 120-acre  farm  on  the  south 
side  of  Line  AIoLintain,  not  far  from  Howerters 
Church.  It  was  located  on  the  road  crossing  Line 
Alountain  to  Shamokin.  There  he  died  June  25, 
1878.  and  his  wife.  Alary  (Tlepler),  born  Feb.  7, 
1808,  died  June  14.  1876.  They  are  buried  at 
Howerters  Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children:  Elias,  who  died  June  30,  1907.  aged 
seventy-nine  years,  three  months,  six  days,  lived 
in  Pepper  Alalianoy,  and  his  only  child  was  Alary, 
now  the  wife  of  AVilliam  S.  Kahler,  of  that  town- 
ship: Catharine  married  Godfried  Schrettler; 

Benneville  lives  in  Juniata  county.  Pa.:  Charles 
is  a resident  (»f  Crawford  county.  111.;  Jared  lives 
in  Shaiuokin,  Pa.;  Judith  married  Jacob  Conrad, 
and  they  live  in  Shamokin;  Luzena  and  Augustus 
died  young;  Amos  is  mentioned  below;  Aaron 
(deceased)  lived  in  Girardville,  Pennsylvania. 

Amos  Howetter,  son  of  Solomon,  was  horn  Oct. 
2.  1844,  in  Upper  Alahanoy  township,  and  was 
there  reared.  AA'hen  twenty-one  he  began  to  learn 
the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  six- 
teen years  in  Upper  Alahanoy  and  at  the  coal  min- 
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ing  building  a nuiubei’  of  houses  and  barns 

and  doing  work  at  the  breakers ; he  employed  as 
many  as  four  men.  In  the  spring  of  1879  he  be- 
gan farming  at  his -present  place  in  Upper  Ma- 
hanoy,  having  a sixty-eight-acre  farm  on  the  road 
leading  across  Line  Mountain  to  Shamokin,  be- 
sides which  he  owns  twent}'-five  acres  of  moun- 
tain land.  He  built  the  house  on  his  home  prop- 
erty several  years  before  he  began  farming  there, 
and  all  the  Imildings  are  of  his  construction  and 
the  first  to  be  built  upon  tliat  land.  lie  put  up 
the  others  when  he  settled  down  to  farming  there. 
Mr.  Howerter  has  been  a useful  citizen,  has  served 
his  township  three  years  as  school  director,  and 
has  been  an  active  member  of  the  Lutheian  con- 
gregation, of  Howerters  LAiion  Church,  to  which 
his  family  also  belong.  He  has  served  as  deacon 
.and  trustee,  is  at  present  an  elder,  and  was  build- 
ing master  when  the  present  church  edifice  was 
■erected.  In  i^olitics  he  is  a Democrat. 

On  Jan.  29,  1874,  i\Ir.  Howerter  married  Loui- 
sa Kahler,  daughter  of  George  Kahler,  who  lived 
in  Juniata  county.  Pa.,  and  they  have  had  chil- 
■dreri  as  follows:  William  T.,  who  lives  on  a tract 
of  fifty-four  acres  formerly  owned  by  his  ances- 
tors' brother,  Johan  Adam  Howerter,  the  latter's 
property,  however,  being  much  larger  in  e.xtent; 
George  Monroe:  Catherine  X.,  who  married  Wil- 
•son  VVagner  and  lives  in  Shamokin  ; Emma  L. ; 
Mary  E. ; Edward  A.;  Amelia  M.,  and  Freeman 
Amos. 

George  Monroe  Howerter,  son  of  Amos,  was 
horn  Jan.  14,  1878,  on  his  father's  farm  and  ob- 
tained his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
locality.  He  worked  for  his  father  until  he  was 
past  twenty-one,  and  in  the  fall  of  1905  began 
farming  on  his  present  place,  which  contains 
thirty-eight-acres,  near  the  Schuylkill  county  line, 
and  upon  which  he  has  made  a number  of  im- 
provements since  it  came  into  his  possession,  in- 
•cluding  the  summer  house  which  he  built  in  1909. 
This  property  was  first  owned  by  George  Geist, 
later  by  Daniel  Geist,  who  built  the  dwelling,  then 
hy  William  Geist,  who  built  the  barn  in  1879, 
and  subsequently  by  Daniel  Klock,  nhom  ^Ir. 
Howerter  succeeded.  Mr.  Howerter  sells  his  pro- 
duce in  Shamokin,  and  he  is  a good  business  man 
as  well  as  a thrifty  farmer. 

On  May  31,  1902,  he  married  Amanda  .Rebuck, 
daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Rebuck)  Rebuck, 
and  granddaughter  of  Elias  and  ilary  (Reitz) 
Rebuck  and  of  (maternallv)  Conrad  and  Lucy 
(Shott)  Rebuck.  Three  children  have  i)een  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ho  werter : Mary  Florence,  George 
William  and  Emma  Sylvia.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  IJow- 
erter  are  Lutheran  members  of  St.  Jacob’s  (How- 
erters) Church  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Democrat. 


ADAM^S  OR  ADAM.  There  are  numerous  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Adam  or  Adams  family  in 
X*orthuniberland  county.  Its  history  in  America 
goes  back  to  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  when  Anthony  Adam,  a potter  % trade, 
emigrated  to  these  shores.  He  sailed  from  Rot- 
terdam on  the  snow  ‘'Molly,'’  commanded  by  Capt. 
John  Cranch,  which  vessel  arrived  at  Philadelphia, 
and  the  passengers,  having  taken  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  English  sovereign,  were  qual- 
ified to  land  Oct.  2G,  1741.  Anthony  xldam’s  age 
is  entered  on  the  passenger  list  as  twenty-five  years, 
and  one  account  says  he  was  born  in  the  Father- 
land,  another  that  he  was  a French  Huguenot. 
On  Feb.  7,  1748,  he  received  from  the  proprietaries 
of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  a warrant  for  a 
tract  of  136  acres,  146  perches  of  land  in  Albany 
township,  then  a part  of  Philadelphia  county. 
This  land  was  s^urveyed  for  him  by  the  surveyor 
general  of  the  Province,  June  6,  1752.  It  is 
probable  that  he  settled  in  Albany  township  imme- 
diately after  his  arrival  in  the  Xew  World,  as  he 
was  a settler  there  in  1752,  and  he  witnessed 
and  participated  in  the  trying  times  of  the  French 
and  Indian  wars.  His  farm  is  now  in  the  pos- 
session of  Xathan  Weisner,  of  Round  Top,  Albany 
township,  Berks  county.  On  Feb.  7,  1748,  he 
also  received  a warrant  for  a tract  of  135  acres, 
47  perches  “above  Maxatawny,”  and  in  1761  he 
sold  140  acres  of  his  land  in  Albany  township  to 
John  Reinhard.  He  w'as  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  Albrecht  Stimmel,  of  Albany  township, 
in  1766,  being  the  chief  creditor.  His  administra- 
tion account  was  audited  and  approved  in  De- 
cember, 1768.  The  date  of  death  of  xVnthony 
(or  Ancloni,  as  he  wrote  his  name)  Adam,  of 
Albany  township,  is  not  known.  Xeither  do  we 
know  the  name  of  his  wife,  but  it  is  known  that 
he  had  sons:  Abraham,  xinthony  and  Bernhard, 
who  moved  to  Schuylkill  county.  Pa. : and  1^'eter. 

Bernhard  Adam,  son  of  Andoni,  was  a pio- 
neer in  Xorthumberland  county,  settling  in  Wash- 
ington township  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  a 
descendant,  xVdam  Cornelius  Adams,  and  ten- 
anted by  the  latter's  son,  Cletnents  I.  Adams. 
It  has  been  in  the  family  for  five  generations. 
Benthard  Adam  followed  farming.  He  and 
his  wife  clung  to  the  Reformed  faith,  and  they 
are  buried  at  the  Himmel  Church.  They  had 
eight  children:  John,  who  had  sons  Gabriel  and 
Abraham ; X'icholas,  who  lived  at  Springville,  in 
Schuylkill  county  (his  wife's  maiden  name  was 
Holfa)  ; Catharine;  Ab^lom,  who  had  sons  Xich- 
olas  and  xVbrahain,  the  latter  of  wliom  lived''at 
Hoofland,  in  .Jordan  township;  Bernhard,  the  next 
in  the  line  we  are  tracing;  Charles,  who  married 
and  had  children:  and  two  whose  names  are  not 
known. 
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Bernhai-cl  Adam,  son  of  Bernharcl,  was  born 
May  11,  1793,  in  Berks  county,  Pa.,  and  comin_g 
to  wliat  is  now  Washington  township,  North- 
umberland county,  married  Salome  Ferster  (or 
Furster),  who  was  born  June  3,  179G,  and  died 
Nov.  19,  181G.  He  died  Aug.  25,  1861,  and 
they  are  buried  at  the  Himmel  Church,  where 
they  worshipped,  being  members  of  the  Reformed 
congregation.  Bernhard  Adam  served  that  church 
officially  many  years,  as  deacon,  elder  and  trustee. 
He  was  a farrner  by  occupation,  owning  the  home- 
stead of  his  father,  a tract  of  139  acres,  now  owned 
by  Adam  Cornelius  Adams.  On  that  property 
he  built  a barn  which  was  destroyed  by  lightning 
in  the  nineties.  He  took  great  delight  in  hunt- 
ing, and  shot  a deer  in  the  district  where  many 
of  his  descendants  now  live.  A bear  was  also 
one  of  his  hunting  trophies,  and  he  bore  an  ex- 
cellent reputation  as  a marksman. 

The.  following  children  were  born  to  Bernhard 
and  Saloiue  Adam:  Polly  married  Jonathan  Heim 
and  they  went  West;  Isaac  never  married;  a 
daughter  who  married  Daniel  Klock  went  West, 
settling  in  Illinois;  Sarah  married  John  Held 
and  moved  out  to  Illinois ; Bernhard  is  men- 
tioned later;  Lena  married  James  Troutman; 
David,  born  April  1,  1837,  died  in  Washington 
township  JuJy  IG,  1882,  and  is  buried  at  Hini- 
mel’s  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife,  Harriet  Byerly, 
born  July  19,  1844,  died  Oct.  20,  1890 ; Hannah 
married  Philip  Graser  and  moved  West. 

Bernhard  Adam,  son  of  Bernhard  and  Salome 
Adam,  was  the  third  of  the  name  to  own  the 
homestead  farm.  He  was  born  Nov.  5,  1827, 
in  Washington  (then  Jackson)  toumship,  and  died 
on  his  home  farm  in  that  township,  Oct.  17, 
1905.  A lifelong  farmer,  he  prospered  in  his 
work  to  the  extent  that  he  acquired  three  farms, 
the  one  of  150  acres  on  which  he  lived,  another 
of  120  acres  and  a third  of  148  acres.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Reformed  congregation 
at  Himmel’s  Church,  attending  services  regularly 
and  holding  all  the  church  offices.  His  wife. 
Matilda  (Zerfing),  daughter  of  Jacob  Zerfing 
(whose  wife  was  a Klock).  was  born  ^larch  25, 
1832,  and  died  Sept.  3,  1899.  They  were  the 
parents  of  sixteen  children,  namely:  Sallie  mar- 
ried Erisman  Adam;  Andrew  is  mentioned  below; 
James  Washington,  born  in  1853,  died  in  1891, 
.unmarried;  Clinton  died  young;  Mary  married 
John  Tyson  and  they  live  at  Shamokiu.  this 
county;  Lafayette  married  Catharine  Starr; 
Joseph  died  small:  Adam  Cornelius  is  mentioned 
helow;  Turrell  died  when  young':  iMonroe  married 
Emma  Fegley;  Cassie,  twin  of  Monroe,  mar- 
ried Henry  (irissinger,  and  is  deceased;  Samuel 
lives  in  Dauphin  county;  Jemima  died  young; 
Richard  lives  at  Gratztown,  Pa. ; Dliranda  mar- 
ried Francis  Schlegel;  Jacob  died  out  West. 


Axdrkw  Adams,  son  of  Bernhard  and  ila- 
tilda,  is  a well-to-do  farmer  of  Washington 
township,  where  he  was  born  July  28,  1852.  He 
attended  subscription  school  near  his  home  until 
the  establishment  of  the  public  schools,  in  which 
he  was  a pupil  for  about  eight  winters.  Reared 
to  farm  life,  he  worked  for  his  parents  until  he 
became  of  age  and  about  1877  began  farming 
at  his  present  home,  having  a ninety-acre  tract 
about  two  miles  south  of  Rebuck.  It  was  formerly 
a Schreffler  farm,  and  earlier  belonged  to  the 
Beissels,  and  the  barn,  which  is  very  old,  was 
built  by  a Beissel.  There  is  a stone  house  on  this 
fann  now  considerably  over  one  hundred  years 
old,  being  in  fact  the  oldest  landmark  in  this 
section.  The  wall  is  very  substantial,  and  it  is 
built  over  a good  spring.  The  large  frame  house 
now  used  as  a dwelling  was  erected  by  iMr.  Adam 
about  1885.  He  has  been  a thrifty  farmer  and 
has  done  tvell,  and  he  bears  a high  reputation 
among  his  neighbors  and  friends.  He  is  an  active 
church  worker,  he  and  his  familv  belonging  to 
the  Reformed  congregation  at  the  Himmel  Church, 
which  he  is  at  present  serving  as  elder ; he  for- 
merly held  the  office  of  deacon.  ]\[r.  Adams  is 
a Republican  in  politics. 

Mr.  Adams  was  first  married  to  Polly  Brosius, 
who  was  born  Jan.  20,  1851,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Sarah  (Wenrich)  Brosius,  and  died  April 
17,  1888;  she  is  buried  at  Himmel’s  Church. 
Of  the  children  born  to  this  union,  Jemima  died 
when  eight  months  old;  Eva  married  Daniel 
Price;  and  several  died  in  infancy.  For 
his  second  wife  Mr.  Adams  marjied  Mrs.  IMary 
(Trautman)  Hoft'man,  widow  of  George  Ilotfman. 
and  they  have  had  one  son,  Leon  Thomas,  of 
'Wa.shington  township,  who  married  Sallie 
Schraeder  and  has  one  son,  Daniel  R. 

Adam  Coexelius  Adams,  son  of  Bern- 
hard  and  Matilda,  also  a substantial  farmer  of 
IVashington  township,  was  born  Aug.  10,  18G3, 
on  the  old  homestead  of  the  Adams  family.  He 
obtained  his  education  in  the  township  schools, 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  and  assisted  his  father  in 
horse  dealing,  butchering  and  huckstering  in  his 
earlier  manhood.  In  the  spring  of  1888  he  began 
farming  for  himself  at  the  i)lace  where  he  now  lives, 
a farm  of  108  acres  which  lV)nnerlv  lielonged  to  the 
Reitzes,  first  to  Philip  Reitz  and  later  to  his  son 
Andrew  Reitz.  It  is  on  the  road  between  Rebuclc 
and  Greenbrier.  ]\rr.  Adams  renfodeled  the  house 
and  enlarged  it,  and  in  1908  he  built  an  addition 
to  the  large  barn 'erected  by  Philip  Reitz,  -who 
also  built  the  house.  Mr.  Adams  also  owns  forty 
acres  of  woodland,  and  his  father's  old  home- 
stead of  about  138  acres,  which  adjoins  his  own 
home  farm,  and  which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
tracts  in  the  township.  His  son  .Clements  now 
cultivates  it.  iMr.  Adams  is  a Republican  in 
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politic-!?,  and  he  has  held  the  jx^sition  of  siiper- 
visor  of  the  township  for  some  time,  still  serving  in 
that  capacity.  He  and  his  family  are  Reformed 
members  of  Himmel's  Church,  which  he  served 
as  deacon  and  elder  for  a number  of  years. 

On  July  1.  1887,  IMr.  Adams  married  ^lary 
Crissinger,  daughter  of  William  and  Susanna 
(Kebuck)  Crissinger,  of  Washington’  township, 
and  they  have  had  four  children ; Clement-=  1., 
George  C.,  Eugene  F.,  and  Mamie  S.  Clements  L 
Adams,  who  farms  the  old  Adams  homestead, 
married  Annie  Adams,  of  Shamokin,  a very  dis- 
tant relative,  and  they  have  one  son,  Sydney. 

Xicholas^Adam,  the  ancestor  of  a large  number 
of  this  name,  was  a native  of  Berks  county,  born 
July  5,  1758,  and  coming  to  X’orthumberland 
settled  in  the  Swaluan  Creek  district,  in  Avhat  is 
now  known  as  Washington  township.  He  was  a 
farmer,  owning  the  farm  which  later  became  the 
property  of  Isaac  Tryon,  a large  tract,  and  he  also 
owned  what  are  now  the  farms  of  Xathan  Adams, 
Mrs.  James  Troutman,  Cornelius  Adams  and  Galen 
Stepp,  besides  land  along  the  Deep  creek.  In 
fact,  he  was  one  of  the  most  extensive  landowners 
in  his  section.  He  died  April  11,  1826,  and  is 
buried  at  Himmel's  Y'hurch  or  in  a private  burial 
giound.  His  death  was  caused  by  consumption. 
His  sons  were;  John,  who  left 'children  Gabriel 
and  Nathaniel : GTdeon,  mentioned  below;  Absa- 
lom; Xlcholas,  who  left  children,  Abraham, 
Nicholas,  xVdain.  and  daughters ; Adam,  wlio  died 
unmarried ; Bernhard,  and  several  daugltters. 

Gideon  Adams,  son  of  Xicholas,  was  born  in 
the  Swabian  Creek  district,  was  a plasterer,  and 
followed  his  trade  in  addition  to  farming,  having 
a tract  of  120  acres  located  along  the  ^Middle 
creek  in  , 'Washington  township.  He  was  active 
in  the  interests  of  the  locality,  was  a member  of 
the  Eepuldican  party,  served  as  supervisor,  and 
belonged  to  Himmers  Church,  in  which  he  held 
office.  His  wife  was  a daughter  of  Solomon 
Campbell,  and  they  had  the  following  children : 
Elizabetli  married  Henry  Welker;  Julian  mar- 
ried Jacol)  ’Welker  (brother  of  Henry);  Dolly 
died  unmarried;  Jeremiah  is  mentioned  below; 
Molly  married  Benjamin  Daniel. 

Jeremiah  Adams,  son  of  Gideon,  is  buried  at 
Himmel’s  Church,  of  which  he  was  a Eeformed 
member."  He  was  the  owner  of  the  homestead 
farm,  now  the  ])ropertv  of  Helena  Troutman.  To 
him  and  his  wife  ITannah  (Wentzel),  daughter  of 
Abraham  \Yentzel.  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren; Timothy  married  Louisa  Kutz;  Lucetta 
married  Andrew  Paul  and  (second)  Andrew 
Brosius ; Priscilla  married  .Vlh-n  Wiest ; Louisa 
married  Tobias  Strohecker;  Elizabeth  died  voung; 
Erisman  married  Sallie  Adam;  Jeremiah  mar- 
ried Susan  Wolfgang;  James  E.  married  Sarah 
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J.  Haag;  Emanuel  is  mentioned  below;  Andrew 
M.  married  Ellen  Brosius. 

Eit.vxrF.L  Adam,  a prosperous  farmer  living 
along  the  Dlahantango  creek  in  Lower  IMahanoy 
township,  was  born  July  28,  1857.  in  Washington 
township.  He  has  followed  farming  all  his  life, 
and  in  1877  began  his  independent  career  as  a 
tenant  in  ’Washington  township,  continuing  thus 
about  two  years.  The  second  year  at  that  place 
he  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  which 
he  followed  for  two  years,  and  then  for  two  years 
carried  on  farming  in  Ijower  Mahano}-  townsliip. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  he  bought  a farm  of 
ninety^two  acres,  the  homestead  of  Christopher 
Colpha  (a  native  of  Berks  county).  In  1906  he 
purchased  the  place  in  Lower  Mahanoy  where  he 
at  present  resides,  a tract  of  163  acres  which 
formerly  belong'ed  to  Emanuel  and  Peggy  Heckert. 
Mr.  Adam  is  an  energetic  man,  and  he  has  made 
many  improvements  in  the  property  since  he  took 
possession,  notably  the  new  house  which  he  built 
in  1909.  He  is  a good  manager  and  has  his  land 
under  profitable  cultivation,  adopting  new  meth- 
ods where  practicable  and  showing  thrift  and 
good  judgment  in  all  his  undertakings. 

In  1880  IMr.  Adam  married  Catharine  E.  Clark, 
of  Jordan  township,  daughter  of  Ed.  Clark,  who 
gave  his  life  to  his  country  ditring  the  Civil  war; 
Mrs.  Adam  never  saw  her  father.  Dir.  and  Mrs. 
Adam  have  had  a large  family,  viz.;  Clara  (mar- 
ried Charles  Boyer),  Charles  - (deceased) , Oscar 
(married  Dora  Deibler),  James,  John.  Elmer, 
Dlilton,  Eoy,  Sadie,  Harry,  Dlark,  and  Eaymond. 
Dfr.  Adam  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Trinitv  Church  of  the  Evangelical  Association, 
and  he  has  been  quite  active  in  its  work,  having 
served  as  exhorter,  class-leader  and  trustee.  Po- 
litically he  is  a Eepublicau. 

Al)salom  Adam,  grandfather  of  Tobias  and 
X^athan  Adams,  farmers  of  Washington  township, 
was  evidently  a son  of  X'icholas,  above,  and  lived 
to  an  advanced  age,  dying  about  1849.  He  was  a 
farmer,  owning  property  which  is  still  in  the  family 
name,  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  grandson, 
Xathan  Adams.  He  was  a pioneer  in  Washington 
township,  wliere  he  came  to  live  when  the  land 
was  nearly  all  covered  with  -tiiulier,  settling  in 
the  hills  because  he  thought  good  hav  could  be 
grown  in  the  valleys.  The  house  in  which  he  lived, 
near  the  mountain,  stood  for  many  years,  being 
torn  down  by  Xathan  Adams  in  1908.  Dir.  Adam 
and  his  family  are  buried  at  the  Ilimmel  Church. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  '\Yentzel  or 
Wetzel,  died  before  him,  being  stricken  with 
paralysis  while  engaged  in  sweeping.  She  was 
advanced  in  years  at  the  time.  4'cn  children 
were  l>orn  to  this  couple;  Leah  married  Dir. 
’W'illiams;  Eliza  married  James  Anders,  of  Miners- 


Hi, 


vrm 


I'UiA  ,--/«>M  V !M»  i»<* .>lmi: . ^wii/loq 

.,  ^ Ifi^ii  .iittiii  9itiU  n^J  avli  Jo  loair 

srjsdfti^ 
xioofe^j^  es 
!w'C|,,flO^ 
'^Tt,m9OC0; 


^{ulsiiwoi  iioi^ialiiniiY/  8i»  ifv^ofljl 
f -wrI  irfiiirlw  intB^  fulf  ,i»nrtl 

...■  V ■■,  ■ V'  ^’ ■■■■^  :;v'.!«.r- W' SmlfiVftjfi 'VTO.®  :9««’ Is/fw  i»Braf(0,^„v 

haps  •ajiuli:  idj  r..,r,i-i<Kl 

oav  ,<i44b{sTtcl  . a fih-mL;  idv  «?:  ia  bsshi/^ 

eawi''jliii»<)G‘  aiH':,  .hnwig!  v ’>: 

.,,  -iwjwl  'ti—  i,^  jSlSlfejyjt' 

“ i'lKi(!b*?r®,  0<^!>  ■■■’ 

T M ■',-  ■,  >•  , .,-.  ■ <vjr.  •.-. -..■■••tpri-'^— . «-p— *■. — "«  ..■>f.*.....4 •irt' 'BfeaiJ  alti  Lf/ffolka  ' 

-0-1  .iff«>'.lM3  bjriB  ' WWol.-rr^Kj'  ^is  ft>X{»W3l  .W10B  osf  JO'  /* 

,;  , ■■■■:  J,, n f.i , oii'  m'fr,  4l  • vq'i-^ir»<^t  ' {jor^siM>fiW:.aJi  ' 

f ,.,.  ' L(.-  ■.;.^,  "'  3c*'^wifio,Jir  ft  a/f! 

i’lra  ;^i|iir  ro, 

.*|i’iMi>..i  ««^y:/Wr|^  ffoifwffi}  B’i*)fr'frtiH  (;>i 

v/f^rnril  ml?  rri  liir^  ^ ...  w ^ - 




JaifiJjU  ’ fit^msimS  fwfiiiiiai 


fjf  , W irc.a^7,p^;^  Jb  jq  ,]»&iiij<<  Mhh  tin* 

«inwf 


;£^i  -b'(WfJO  '•  — I'  ■«  -—»»  a.*  'tv  « JvmiKJtja 

,_}»7il  bBattertJOTr./f  gaf^  i iraawo' , b4j.  »y5*/jt  #H  ‘ti'stffiiOT 

Sflit-ti'  -r-qw**-.  TO't..;,fc«ii»a  :^niMi<mm  ol"  tflfcijf  jvoiT  m'.hfgM  >>  ihaqcife  ad’i  ^roaj  airwl 

m enrttifjA  r<1  fimph  tsm  h>  mri^ufii  M^n-sW  f rfgimftll  hrt«  inid 

.fJ'-nfj:TR)  »ff'i!f  bW0<i , W iwif  bft.«  -IJd'j  s^hslardA^^-^'- 

•ro  * %l0'j  if  Aii^' atam  <®afeieiii  awsswtl'  ;xifr/{  r irtfifa 


^iK  iniiinw«  6jr-4F(>eK(  qH^'' 

•^^saiKls^  t^ohn/,  sdstiftb  />*>ria*at 


'^'r^'’  ■ '^;p^ ' tlij'  V ';  '*• 


i;  ‘ amt^  \ 


NOKTIIUMBEIJLAXD  COUXTY,  rEXXSYLAAVXTA 


SjO 


ville;  Rebecca  married  Abraham  Bressler ; Sallie 
married  Peter  Howerter;  Jestina  married  Peter 
Itaer;  Ila'imah  married  Henry  Scliroedcr;  (iideon 
lived  in  the  Mahantango  Valley,  but  died  in 
Shamokin  wlien  over  eighty  years  old;  Xieliolas 
is  mentioned  below:  xidam  lived  for  many  years' in 
Shamokin,  where  he  died  when  nearly  seventy; 
John,  who  had  lived  in  Illinois,  died  on  the 
field  of  battle  during  the  Civil  war. 

Xicholas  Adam,  son  of  Absalom,  was  born  in 
Washington  township  on  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  his  son  Xathan,  owned  that  property,  and  was 
a lifelong  farmer,  though  he  learned  the  trade  of 
stonemason  and  followed  it  to  some  extent  in 
his  earlier  manhood.  He  died  March  4,  1S89, 
aged  sixty-eight  years,  five  months,  twenty-six 
days,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  buried  at  the  Himniel 
Church,  of  which  they  were  Reformed  members. 
He  served  his  congregation  as  deacon,  elder  and 
trustee.  In  politics  he  was  a Republican.  His 
wife,  Elizabeth  (Schreffler),  died  Sept.  30,  190o, 
aged  eighty-one  years,  five  months,  twenty-nine 
days.  They  had  children  as  follows : William, 
Tobias,  Sarah  (who  died  young),  John,  A^athan, 
and  Aaron  (deceased). 

Tobia.s  Aijavls.  son  of  Xicholas  and  Eliza- 
beth (Schreffler)  Adams,  was  born  May  20,  1850, 
on  the  old  homestead.  He  attended  school  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  old,  studying  at  the  sub- 
scription schools  then  conducted  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  the  instruction  was  entirely  in  the 
German  language.  Working  for  his  parents  until 
about  the  time  he  attained  his  majority,  he  after- 
ward worked  for  other  farmers  for  three  and  a 
half  years.  He  owns  a thirty-five-acre  farm  one 
mile  east,  of  Rebuck,  in  Washington  township,- 
which  was  fomerly  an  Eyster  homestead  and  later 
the  property  of  Rev.  Augustus  Bergner,  iMr. 
Adams's  father-in-law.  On  Jan.  2b..  1873,  Mr. 
Adams  married  Odelia  Bergner,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Augustus  and  Augusta  (Feltdrop)  Bergner, 
natives  of  the  vine  region  of  the  Fatherland;  their 
eldest  child  was  born  before  they  came  to  America, 
the  others  in  this  countr}-,  their  family  consisting 
of  six  children.  Ijouisa,  Francis,  Hetrich,  Amelia, 
Luther  and  Odelia.  Rev.  Mr.  Bergner  was  a 
Lutheran  minister,  and  preached  at  iMahanoy  and 
in  all  the  other  Lutheran  churches  in  that  section. 
To  iMr.  and  iMrs.  Adams  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren: Francis;  Flora  and  Rosa,  twins,  the  former 
the  wife  of  Rufus  Schwalm,  the  latter  the  wife  of 
Robert  Schmeltz ; Henry,  who  died  when  five  years 
old;  Katie  and  Amelia,  twins,  the  latter  married 
to  William  Griffith ; and  IMonroe.  The  mother 
died  Dec.  5,  190G,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  five 
months,  twenty-three  days,  and  is  buried  at 
the  Himmel  Church.  'Mr.  Adams  and  his  family 
worship  with  the  Reformed  congregation  at 
HimmeFs  Clmrch.  where  he  is  now  serving  his 


second  term  as  elder.  He  was  a deacon  for  some 
years.  | 

X.VTiiA>r  xVdams.  son  of  Xicholas  and  Eliza-  I 
beth  (Schretller)  Adams,  wars  born  Feb.  2.  1858.  j 
He  Obtained  his  education  in  the  local  subscrip- 
tion and  common  schools,  and  was  reared  to  farm  1 

dife,  working  for  his  parents  until  he  became  of  ; 

age.  Since  1890  he  has  farmed  his  present  prop- 
ert}',  the  old  home  place,  having  one  hundred 
acres,  sixty  under  cultivation.  This  property  lies  ' 
.along  the  IMiddle  creek.  iMr.  Adams  sells  his  > 
])roduce  at  Ashland,  running  a huckster  route 
to  that  point,  where  he  makes  weekly  trips. 
Politically  he  is  a Republican,  and  he  and  his 
family  worship  with  the  Reformed  congregation 
at  HimmeFs  Church.  Mr.  Adams  is  a substan- 
tial citizen,  and  a much  respected  member  of  his 
community. 

On  April  12,  1905,  Mr.  Adams  married  Mrs. 
Lena  (Wolfgang)  K linger’,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Wolfgang  and  widow  of  George  Klinger.  She  had 
six  children  by  her  first  marriage;  Oliver,  Wil- 
liam, Jennie,  Mary  (deceased),  Annie  and  Edith. 

Xo  children  have  been  born  to  her  union  with 
Mr.  Adams. 

WILLIAM  R.  IRA'IX,  furniture  dealer  and 
undertaker  at  Alount  Carmel,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing men  in  his  line  of  business  in  this  section  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  has  owned  his  fine  store  in 
the  borough  since  1906,  and  previous  to  that  for 
several  years  was  in  partnership  with  his  father 
in  the  same  establishment,  so  though  but  a young 
man  he  has  had  long  and  valuable  experience  and 
is  well  fitted  to  conduct  the  business  along  the  j 
most  approved  lines.  • ' 

Air.  Irvin’s  grandfather  was  horn  in  England  * 
and  on  coming  to  America  settled  at  Wilmington, 
Del.  Richard  B.  Irvin,  his  father,  located  at 
Centralia,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed at  the  mines  for  a time.  Later  he  came  to 
Alount  Carmel,  where  he  learned  cabinet  making, 
and  in  1870  he  engaged  in  business  as  a cabinet 
maker  at  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Oak  and 
Avenue  streets.  P’here  he  constructed  the,-  first 
two  hearses  he  built,  the  first  a very  crude  affair, 
tlie  second  a substantial  vehicle  which  his  son 
still  uses  in  making  long  trips.  Air.  Irvin  con- 
tinued to  be  active  in  the  birsiness  until  he  sold 
out  to  his  son  in  1906  and  retired,  now  making 
his  home  at  Germantown,  Philadelphia.  He 
married  Eilen  Wier. 

William  R.  Irvin  was  born  Aug.  8,  1877,  at 
Alount  Carmel,  and  received  his  education  at  that 
place,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1896. 

He  then  entered  the  Pittsburg  College  of  Em- 
balming, where  he  remained  for  a year,  fitting 
himself  thoroughly  for  his  life  work.  Returning 
to  Alount  Carmel  lie  was  Ids  father’s  assistant  from 
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that  time,  in  3SDT  becoming  a partner  in  the  busi- 
ness, which,  as  previously  stated,  he  bought  from 
his  father  in  190G.  Ilis  tine  store,  located  at 
Xos.  29-31  Xorth  Oak  street,  has  a larger  stock 
of  furniture  than  any  other  establishment  of  the 
kind  between  Williamsport  and  Heading,  and 
he  does  the  largest  furniture  business  in  his  part 
of  the  state.  His  goods  are  up-to-date  and  of 
high  ([uality,  and  his  patrons  appreciate  the  fact 
that  they  can  obtain  as  desirable  a selection,  at 
. reasonable  expenditure,  as  the  stores  in  the  larger 
cities  afford.  Like  his  father,  Mr.  Irvin  takes  a 
pride  in  making  his  house  a synon}mi  for  the 
best  of  everything  in  the  furniture  and  undertaking 
line,  and  his  efforts  have  been  rewarded  with  a 
class  and  volume  of  trade  creditable  alike  to 
him  and  to  the  community  in  which  his  busi- 
ness is  carried  on. 

Mr.  Irvin  married  Gertrude  Davis,  of  Shamokin, 
this  county,  and  to  them  have  been  born  three 
children:  William  D.,  Margaret  and  Eichard. 

Socially  Mr.  Irvin  belongs  to  the  Elks,  the  Odd 
Fellows  (and  Eebekah  degree),  the  E.  0.  S.  of  xk. 

, and  the  Dlasons,  in  the  latter  connection  holding 
•membership  in  Mount  Carmel  Lodge.  Xo.  STS, 
F.  & A.  j\L,  Griscomb  Chapter,  E.  A.  M.,  and 
l^rince  of  Peace  Chapter,  of  Ashland,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

CHAELES  A.  SEXSEXBACH,  of  Sunbury, 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Eail- 
road  Company  for  over  thirty  years,  and  since  the 
year  1895  has  been  foreman  of  the  black-mith  de- 
partment at  Sunbury,  being  a master  blacksmith. 
He  was  born  April  6,  1S61,  at  McEwensville, 
Xorthumberland  county,  son  of  Charles  Seusen- 
bach. 

Godfrey  Sensenbach  was  a native  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  and  came  to  Pennsylvania  via 
Xew  AMrk,  accompanied  by  his  cousin  Charles 
Sensenbach.  They  were  redemptioners.  At  Xew 
York  they  were  purchased  by  a man  named 
Knauss,  from  Bath,  Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  to 
serve  for  their  passage.  They  afterward  decided 
to  remain  with  him,  and  did  so  for  some  years. 
Charles  Sensenbach  never  married.  Godfrey  Sen- 
senbach succeedeil  his  employer  as  butcher,  and 
after  Mr.  Knauss's  death  continued  butcheriu£r 
at  Bath,  Pa.,  until  after  the  building  of  the  Lehigh 
canal.  He  then  sold  out  the  business  and  moved 
to  Eockport,  Carbon  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  engaged 
■ in  the  mercantile,  hotel  and  boatbuilding  business 
until  the  panic  of  1857,  which  caused  him  to 
fail.  After  the  panic  he  took  his  son-in-law, 
Charles  Deterline,  into  partnership,  but  the 
freshet  of  18G2  wiped  out  their  establishment. 
Godfrey  Sensenbach  was  tall  and  well  built,  and 
was  a man  of  ability  and  energy.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Eeformed  Church.  His  wife  died 
about  1860,  and  he  died  during  the  early  sixties. 


aged  (dghty  U'ais;  he  is  buried  at  Trcxlertown, 
I’a.  largo  family  was  burn  to  this  couple: 
William;  John;  Israel;  Jacob,  who  located  in 
Xorthumberland  county;  Charles,  who  located  in 
Xorthumberland  county;  Daniel;  Stephen;  Jos- 
eph; James;  Sallie,  who  married  George  Heil; 
holly,  who  became  the  second  wife  of  Geoi-ge  Heil 
and  lived  at  Trcxlertown;  and  Eose,  who  married 
Charles  Deterline.  Joseph,  of  Freeland,  Pa.,  alone 
sur\ives. 

Charles  Sensenbach  was  a native  of  North- 
ampton county,  Pa.,  born  xMrg.  8,  1820.  He 
came  thence  to  Northumberland  county,  and  after 
living  in  McEwensville  moved  to  Sunbury,  re- 
maining in  that  borough  until  1871.  He  died 
at  Sunbury  July  27,  1878,  and  is  buried  at  Mc- 
Ewcnsville.  In  his  earlier  life  Mr.  Sensenbach 
was  a cabinet  .maker,  and  he  srrbsequently  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  painter.  During  his  residence 
in  Sunbury  he  became  eptite  well  known,  serving 
as  member  of  the  council  from  the  old  West  evard. 
He  was  a Eepublican  in  politics  and  a Lutheran 
in  religion.  His  wife,  Eosanna  Aralia  (Gold), 
daughter  of  David  Gold,  of  i\IcEwensville  (who 
followed  farming  and  operated  a grist  mill),  died 
Sept.  8,  1875,  aged  forty-eight  years,  three  months. 
They  were  tlie  parents  of  fourteen  children:  Cloyd; 
Elizabeth,  married  to  Daniel  Paden;  Emma,  mar- 
ried to  D.  C.  Blank;  James  ; Augusta  ; Charles  xk. ; 
Elmer;  David;  and  six  who  died  young.  xAll 
this  family  were  born  at  McEwensville. 

Charles  A.  Sensenbach  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  near  his  home.  In  1880  he 
began  learning  the  trade  of  blacksmith  in  the 
sho])s  of  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  Company, 
whose  employ  he  had  entered  in  April,  1879,  and’ 
after  finishing  his  apprenticeship  continued  as 
journeyman  for  eleven  years,  being  promoted  to 
his  ])resent  res])onsible  position  in  1895.  As  fore- 
man of  the  blacksmith  department  he  has  tliirty- 
tive  men  under  his  direction.  Mr.  Sensenbach  com- 
mands the  respect  of  his  associates  and  the  esteem 
of  his  fellow  citizens  generally,  and  their  confidence 
in  his  integrity  and  ability  was  shown  in  his  elec- 
tion as  councilman  of  the  Fourth  ward,  in  which 
position  he  served  two  years.  He  has  lived  in  Sun- 
burv  since  1871. 

i\[r.  Sensenbach  married  Adalaid  Ehoads,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Hannah  K.  Ehoads,  and  sister 
of  Walton  F.  Ehoads.  ca.shier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Sunbury.  Four  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union : William  II.  died  in  infancy;  Walton 
F.  E.  graduated  from  the  Sunbury  high  school 
in  1903  and  is  now  employed  as  a blacksmith  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  Company  (he  is  a 
member  of  the  IMasonic  fraternity)  ; Cloyd  R.  had 
both  legs  cut  off  in  an  accident  on  the  railroad 
and  died  five  hours  later,  when  fifteen  years  old ; 
Eachel  is  the  only  daughter.  ]\[r.  Sensenhach  and 
his  family  are  members  of  Zion’s  Lutheran  Church 
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at  Sunbiiry.  He  is  a Eepublican  iu  political 
matters,  and  is  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
party.  He  gives  his  support  to  all  worthy  move- 
ments, particularly  those  affecting  the  advance- 
ment of  his  own  community. 

GEOEGE  W.  TUEXEE,  Jn.,  proprietor  of  the 
Paxinos  Hotel,  was  born  in  1810  in  Longton, 
England,  son  of  George  W.  and  Annie  (Eobinson) 
Turner.  His  grandfather  died  in  that  country  at 
the  age  of  lOG  years. 

George  VC.  Turner,  the  father,  was  born  in  Eng- 
land, where  he  owned  a coal  wharf  and  also  en- 
gaged in  horse  dealing.  In  1876  he  came  to 
America  with  his  family,  landing  at  Idiiladelphia, 
and  he  has  lived  in  Xorthumberland  and  Schuyl- 
kill counties,  at  present  residing  on  a farm  in  the 
latter  county,  near  iMowry  postoffice.  He  fol- 
low*ed  mining  for  some  time  and  also  deffit  in 
horses.  He  married  Annie  Eobinson,  daughter  of 
Colonel  Eobinson,  who  gained  considerable  fame 
because  of  the  part  he  took  in  the  Sack  war  in 
England.  i\Irs.  Turner  -was  born  on  the  ocean 
while  the  family  were  en  route  to  India,  in  which 
country  she  remained  until  fourteen  years  old, 
when  she  went  to  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Turner 
have  had  nine  children : Mary,  Annie,  George  W., 
John  II.,  'William,  Edith,  Martha,  Lillie  and 
Elmer. 

Georg-e  W.  Turner,  Jr.,  came  to  America  with’ 
his  parents.  After  beginning  work  he  was  en- 
ployed  at  the  mines  for  some  time  and  then  en- 
gaged in  the  butcher  business  and  the  baking  busi- 
ness which  he  followed  until  1909.  That  year  he 
erected  the  fine  apartment  building  at  Xos.  30-32 
Market  street,  Shamokin,  known  as  the  Turner 
building,  which  contains  forty-five  fine  rooms. 
Mr.  Turner  has  a theater  on  the  first  floor  of  the 
building,  which  has  been  well  patronized  ever 
since  it  was  opened.  The  location  is  excellent, 
and  adds  considerable  to  the  value  of  the  structure, 
which  has  proved  a good  investment.  On  April 
9,  1910,  Mr.  Turner  became  proprietor  of  the 
“Paxinos  Hotel,'’  a well  known  establi-;hment,  one 
of  the  best  known  hotel  stands  in  the  county. 
He  is  a member  of  the  Independent  Fire  Com- 
pany. 

On  Fel).  16,  1891,  ilr.  Turner  married  Sarah  C. 
Xeumeister,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Elmira 
(Y'oder)  Xeumeister,  and  tliey  have  two  children, 
Sylvia  V.  (married  to  William  E.  Haines)  and 
George  L. 

MIKE  iMILLEE,  of  Sunburv,  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  that  borough  since  1901  and  during  the 
few  years  of  Ids  location  there  has  established  a 
prosperous  business.  As  a wholesale  dealer  in 
iron,  metal,  rag.s,  paper,  etc.,  he  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  dealers  in  his  line  in  this  section  of 
the  state,  having  a targe  ostablisiirnent  between 
Seventh  and  Eighth  streets  and  tlio  Shamokin 


branch  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Philadelphi.a  & 
Heading  railroads,  and  he  also  conducts  a cloth- 
ing and  men's  furnishings  store. 

.Mr.  Miller  was  born  April  7,  1872,  in  Eiga, 
Eussia,  of  which  place  his  father,  Dlatlhias  Miller, 
was  also  a native,  born  in  1848.  The  father  came 
to  America  in  1888  and  was  engaged  as  a fruit 
dealer  in  Eeading.  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  having  a store 
on  X’orth  Xinth  street,  until  his  death,  which 
ocettrred  in  1890.  He  is  buried  in  the  Jewish 
cemetery  at  the  Green  Tree,  in  Cumru  township, 
Berks  county.  His  wdfe,  Annie  (Conn),  also  from 
Eussia,  still  resides  in  Eeading,  now  (191U)  sixty- 
nine  years  old.  She  is  familiarly  and  atfeetionately 
called  “Grandma  iMiller”  by  many  in  that  city. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  IMatthias  iMiller  had  children  as 
follows Benjamin,  who  lives  at  Danville,  Pa. ; 
Minnie,  .married  to  Morris  Brody,  of  Eeading; 
Mike;  Jacob,  of  Danville;  and  William,  who  died 
in  Denver,  Colo.,  and  is  buried  in  Cumru  towm- 
ship,  Berks  county. 

Mike  IMiller  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
in  1888,  the  family  arriving  in  December.  He 
began  life  in  Eeading  as  a peddler  of  clothing, 
traveling  all  over  Berks  and  Montgomery  counties, 
and  was  thus  engaged  for  twelve  years.  In  1901 
he  came  to  Sunbury  and  embarked,  in  his  present 
line  of  business,  dealing  in  all  kinds  of  junk.  IMr. 
Miller  has  extended  his  business  until  it  is  now 
one  of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of 
Pennsylvania,  twelve  men  being  regularly  em- 
ployed. In  1907  he  erected  a three-'tory  building, 
32x80  feet,  at  the  location  above  mentioned,  the 
site  of  his  place  of  business  being  a tract  150  i)y 
200  feet  in  dimensions.  iMr.  ililler  opened  up  a 
clothing  and  men's  furnishings  store  at  Xo.  347 
Market  street,  Sunbury,  in  April,  1911.  He  has 
prospered  by  industry,  excellent  management  and 
a spirit  of  enterprise  which  has  well  merited  the 
reward  it  has  won.  He  is  a substantial  and  re- 
spected citizen  and  has  the  good  will  of  all  who 
know  him. 

Mr.  Miller  was  naturalized  iMarch  21,  1895. 
before  the  late  Judge  James  X.  Ermentrout  of 
Eeading,  is  a Democrat  in  political  opinion  and 
quite  active  in  the  local  councils  of  the  party. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Owls,  the  F.  O.  E.. 
Germania  Lodge.  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the  Conclave  and 
the  Encampment. 

On  Aug.  1.  1897,  IMr.  IMiller  married  Eebecca 
Fink,  daughter  of  IMorris  and  Annie  Fink,  of 
Eeading,  formerly  of  Eussia.  and  to  them  has  been 
born  a familv  of  eight  children,  six  sons  and  two 
daughters,  namely : IMorris,  Matthias,  Xathan, 
iMollv,  Solomon,  Abraham,  and  Sarah  and  Saul, 
twins. 

PATEICK  KEAEXEY.  one  of  tlic  oldest  resi- 
dents of  Shamokin,  now  living  retired,  has  been 
a citizen  of  that  place  since  1850.  Ho  is  a veteran 
of  the  Ci\  i!  war. 
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Mr.  Kearney  was  bom  March.  15,  1828,  in 
County  Jlayo,  Ireland,  son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget 
' (Carey)  Kearney,  farming  people  of  that  county. 

- • The  father  lived  and  died  there.  His  children 
were:  Mathew,  who  died  in  Shamokin,  Pa.;  Mary, 
wife  of  John  Devitt ; Patrick;  John,  who  died 
young,  in  Ireland;  Catherine,  wife  of  Patrick 
Carey;  Bridget,  who  died  young,  in  Ireland;  and 
Belinda. 

Patrick  Kearney  came  to  America  when  nine- 
teen years  old,  landing  at  Boston  May  2,  184T, 
and  during  his  first  fourteen  months  in  this 
country  remained  in  the  State  of  IMassachusetts. 
He  then  came  to  Pennsylvania,  first  locating  at 
Scranton,  where  he  lived  for  two  years  before 
settling  in  Shamokin,  in  June,  1850.  For  thirty- 
• five  years  after  coming  to  Shamokin  Mr.  Kearney 
was  engaged  at  mining,  for  several  years  working 
in  the  Enterprise  colliery,  owned  by  the  late 
Thomas  Baumgardner,  of  Lahcaster.  He  then 
■engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account,  as  a 
bottler,  and  was  also  in  the  hotel  business,  con- 
tinuing same  until  his  retirement,  in  1903.  His 
home  is  at  Webster  and  Pearl  streets,  Shamokin. 
Mr.  Kearney  has  led  an  industrious  and  useful 
■ life,  and  is  highly  respected. 

On  Nov.  5,  1861,  iMr.  Kearney  enlisted,  at 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  in  Company  D,  52d  Eegiment, 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
three  years  in  the  Civil  ■ war,  participating  in 
twenty-two  battles,  among  which  were:  Williams- 
burg, May  5,  1862;  Fair  Oaks,  iMay  31,  1862; 
the  Seven  Hays'  Fight,  including  IMechanicsville 
(June  26),  Savage  Station  (June  29),  White  Oak 
Swamp  (June  30),  and  Malvern  Hill  (July  1). 
The  command  then  went  to  Harrison  Landing, 
July  2,  remaining  there  until  Aug.  16,  then  to 
Yorktown,  where  they  remained  until  Dec.  29 ; 
and  south  to  Morehead  City,  N.  C.,  and  to  Hilton 
Head,  S.  C.  On  July  10,  1863,  i\Ir.  Kearney 
accompanied  the  command  to  Morris  Island,  under 
General  Gilmore,  taking  part  of  the  island,  after 
which  they  were  engaged  in  the  capture  of  Fort 
Sumter,  and  on  Sept.  7,  1863,  failed  in  the  attempt 
to  take  Forts  Wagner  and  Gregg.  Tliey  ne.xt  went 
to  Fort  Johnson,  July  3,  1864,  at  James  Island,' 
S.  C.,  and  iMr.  Kearney  was  one  of  fifty-four  men 
from  his  company  who  went  out  with  a lieutenant 
one  night  on  a luizardous  undertaking,  the  danger 
of.  which  may  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  only 
♦ seven  returned  alive.  Leaving  iMorris  Island  Nov. 
9,  1864,  he  went  to  Hilton  Head,  where  he  received 
his  discharge  Nov.  15,  1864.  He  had  the  unusual 
honor  of  having  his  discharge  papers  signed  by 
Commanding  Otficer  Gem  John  George  Foster.  Mr. 
Kearney  was  promoted  to  corporal  in  August. 
1862,  after  the  Seven  Days’  Fight.  He  arrived  at 
his  home  in  Shamokin  Nov.  19.  1864,  with  an 
honorable  record,  and  without  having  suffered 
injury  in  bis  long  term  of  service. 


On  Dec.  14,  1848,  i\Ir.  Kearney  was  married  to 
Miss  Catharine  iMcAndrew,  daughter  of  William 
ilcAndrew,  She  passed  away  July  2T,  1892,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years,  and  is  buried  in  St. 
Edward’s  cemetery.  Ten  children  were  born  to 
this  union : Mary,  who  married  James  Laughlin 
and  (second)  Patrick  Hennessy;  Bridget,  who  is 
the  wife  of  James  Phelan  ; Cecelia,  wife  of  Edward 
Earley:  (.'atharine,  at  home:  William  A.,  of 

Shamokin;  Annie,  at  home:  Margaret,  who  died 
in  infancy;  Patrick,  who  married  Alice  B.  Bitten- 
bender,  of  Shamokin ; Eleanora,  wife  of  Dr.  John 
Loftus,  living  in  Denver,  Colo. ; and  Agnes,  wife 
of  Henry  J.  Tanner,  of  Shamokin. 

]\Ir.  Kearney  is  a member  of  Lincoln  Post,  No. 
140,  G.  A.  li.  He  is  a Catholic  in  religious  faith, 
holding  membership  in  St.  Edward’s  Church. 

EDWAPD  HAEVEY  FALCK,'an  enterprising 
3'oung  farmer  of  U'pper  Mahanoy  township,  oc- 
cupies the  farm  there  settled  by  his  great-grand- 
father, Jacob  Falck,  in  the  early  days. 

The  Falck  family  is  a numerous  one  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania,  where  the  name  is  variously  spelled, 
Folck,  Folk  and  Falk  being  variations  of  the 
original  form.  For  rnanv  years  it  has  been  es- 
pecially well  represented  in  Berks  county,  where 
the  Federal  Census  Eeport  for  1790  shows  George 
Folk,  Sr.,  and  George  Folk,  Jr.,  another  George 
Folk,  dacob,  John,  two  other  Johns.  Johan  Wil- 
liam, Joseph,  Sr.,  and  Joseph,  Jr.,  Peter  and  Phil- 
ip Folk,  a total  of  twelve  lieads  of  families  there. 
The  same  authority  records  the  names  of  Fred- 
erick Folk  of  Philadelphia;  Daniel  Folk  of 
Chester  countv.  Stephen  Folk,  of  Cumberland 
county : and  a George  Folk  of  ICeisenburg  town- 
ship, Northampton  (now  Lehigh)  county,  from 
which  latter  descends  the  Northumberlanci  county 
branch  of  the  family.  This  George  Folk  had  (in 
1790)  five  sons  and  foitr  daughters,  one  of  these 
sons  being  Jacob,  who  is  said  to  have  settled  in 
Mahanov  township,  Northumberland  county. 

Jacob  Falck  was  born  April  14,  1782,  in  Lehigh 
county.  Pa.,  and  came  to  Nortlinmberland  county 
about  1804,  locating  in  what  is  now  Upper 
Mahanov  (then  iMahanoy)  township,  on  the  farm 
now  owned  bv  his  great-grandson,  Edward  Harvev 
Falck.  This  tract  of  eighty  acres  was  all  wood- 
land at  that  time,  and  Mr.  Falck  built  a small  log 
house  about  three  rods  north  of  the  site  of  the 
(iresent  residence.  That  house  served  as  a dwell- 
ing for  al)Out  fiftv  years,  and  the  original  barn, 
which  stood  about  two  rods  east  of  the  present 
residence,  sened  until  1828,  in  which  year  the 
])resent  barn  was  built;  some  of  the  wood  from 
the  first  structure  was  used  in  the  constniction  of 
the  new  one.  Jacob  Falck  died  Dec.  25,  1S5(;, 
and  is  buried  at  St.  John's  Church.  On  his  tomli- 
stone  the  name  is  spelled  “Folk."  but  his  de.scen- 
dants  those  to  wi'itc  the  name  dillVreiulv,  most  of 
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them  spelling  it  Falck;  one  grandsoig  Itichard, 
writes  it  Falk.  The  maiden  name  of  Jacob’s  wife 
was  Eaubenhold  and  she  was  from  Snvder  county. 
She  is  buried* at  the  Hinimel  Church.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Solomon;  Lydia,  Mrs.  Snyder;  Sallie, 
Mrs.  Abraham  Feglcy;  and  John,  who  died  young. 

Solomon  Falck,  son  of  dacob,  was  born  in  1808 
in  Upper  ]\Iahanoy  tovs'nsliip,  where  his  grandson 
Edward  II.  Falck  now  lives,  and  owned  that  farm, 
following  agricultural  pursuits  ail  his  life.  He 
built  the  present  dwelling  there,  now  occupied  by 
his  grandson  and  family.  An  active  and  enter- 
prising citizen,  he  served  many  years  as  supervisor 
of  his  township  and  was  also  a member  of  the 
school  board.  He  was  prominent  in  the  Eeformed 
congregation  of  St.  Jolin’s  Church,  being  one  of 
its  working  mend)ers,  served  in  various  official 
capacities,  and  as  a member  of  the  building  com- 
mittee did  his  share  when  the  present  church  edi- 
fice was  erected,  in  1853.  His  family  also  wor- 
shipped with  that  congregation.  In  politics  he 
tvas  a Democrat.  His  death  occurred  in  1887. 
On  'March  ‘15,  18?8,  Mr.  Falck  married  Salome 
Geist,  daughter  of  Andrew  Geist,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  eighteen  children,  viz. : Daniel,  born  in 
1830  (now  living  in  California)  : Andraes,  Octo- 
ber, 1831;  Carolina,  1833;  Edward,  1834;  Mary, 
1835;  Sarah  Ann,  1838;  Salome,  1830  ; Johannes, 
1841;  IMollv,  184’3 ; Solomon,  1843;  Amanda, 
1848;  Jesse,  1850;  Jacob,  1851;  Eichard,  1855; 
and  Harriet  and  three  others  who  died  young.  Of 
this  family, 

Eichard  Folk  (as  he  spells  the  name),  born  at 
Greenbrier,  Xortlmmbcrland  county,  Jan.  8,  1855,' 
obtained  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the 
township  anil  when  twenty  years  old  commenced  to 
learn  cigarmaking,  which  trade  he  followed  for 
thirteen  years,  in  Philadelphia  and  in  Snyder 
county.  Pa.  He  resides  in  Upper  ilahan'ov  town- 
ship at  present.  He  married  and  has  two  children, 
Lloyd  and  John. 

John  Falck,  son  of  Solomon,  was  born  Sept.  25, 
1841,  on  the  homestead  farm  in  Upper  Dlahanoy 
township,  and  obtained  his  education  in  the  local 
subscription  schools,  the  only  educational  institu- 
tions of  the  day  in  that  section.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  work  from'l)oyhood,  and  for  many  years  was 
engaged  hauling  lime  chiring  the  winters.  In  186(1 
he  began  farming  on  his  own  account,  on  the  old 
homestead,  of  which  he  retained  the  ownership 
until  1907,  on  Thanksgiving  Dav  of  which  year  he 
moved  to  bis  present  homo,  on  the  road  between 
Eebuck  and  Leek  Kill.  He  is  now  living  retired, 
having  been  in  ])oor  health  since  iMay,  1903.  Mr. 
Falck  has  always  led  an  industrious  life,  tending 
exclusively  to  his  own  atfairs  and  refusing  others  of 
public  preferment,  although  he  was  active  in  church 
work.  He  and  his  family  worship  at  St.  John’s 
Church,  where  he  held  office  as  deacon  and  elder 
for  twenty  years  in  succession.  In  1861  he  married 


Lovina  Schrclfler,  daughter  of  John  and  Salome 
(Eebuck)  Schreffler,  and  they  have  had  a large 
family,  viz.:  Cora  married  William  Derrick,  of 

Shamokin;  Oscar  is  a resident  of  Shamokin;  Wil- 
liam S.  is  mentioned  below;  Ella  is  deceased;  Jane 
married  Frank  Engel,  of  Sunhury,  this  county; 
Emma  is  deceased;  one  son  died  in  infancy;  Ed- 
ward Harvey  is  mentioned  below ; Addie  is  the 
wife  of  John  Eeitz ; Flora  is  deceased;  Sallie  mar- 
ried Francis  Oxenreider. 

M’illiam  S.  Falck  was  born  on  the  homestead 
June  .27,  1874,  and  was  reared  there,  meantime  re- 
ceiving his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  district.  Later  he  attended  the  academy  at 
Berrvsburg.  In-  1901  he  began  farming  for  liiih- 
self,  in  that  year  purchasing  his  present  farm,  a 
tract  of  fifty  acres  in  Upper  IMahanoy  township, 
on  the  road  between  Eebuck  and  Leek  Kill.  He 
has  lived  there  since  1898.  In  the  early  days  it 
was  a Ehone  hofnestead,  later  owned  by  Jacob 
Kauffman,  from  whom  John  Falck  purchased  it; 
MTlliam  S.  Falck  acc[nired  it  from  his  father.  He 
has  made  various  improvements  on  the  property 
since  it  came  into  his  ownership,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  substantial  and  reliable  agriculturists  of  his 
localit}'.  He  has  served  his  township  six  years  in 
the  capacity  of  assessor.  On  Sept.  16,  1898,  he 
married  Katie  Schoffstall,  daughter  of  David  and 
Hannah  (Snyder)  Schoffstall,  and  they  have  had 
six  children : Charles  H.,  Gladys  E.,  Florence  E., 
John  D.,  Harry  D.  and  Hannah  Tj.  Mr.  Falck 
and  his  family  worship  at  St.  John’s  Church,  of 
which  he  is  a Eeformed  member,  and  Mrs.  Falck 
a Lutheran  member.  He  served  four  years  a.s 
deacon.  In  politics  IMr.  Falck  is  a Democrat. 

Edward  Harvey  Falck  was  liorn  March  12.  1880, 
on  the  farm  in  Upper  Mahanoy  township  which  he 
now  owns  and  cultivates.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  district  and  was  brought  up 
a farmer,  working  for  his  father  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  In  the  spring  of  1908  he  began 
farming  on  the  old  Falck  liomestead,  which  he 
purchased  that  year  from  his  father,  the  property 
being  a valuable  and  fertile  tract  of  eighty  acres. 
He- is  an  energetic  and  progressive  man.  and  fia.s 
done  excellent  work  on  tliis  land,  which  shows  the 
good  care  it  receives. 

On  Jan.  20,  1906,  i\rr.  Falck  married  Agnes 
Brown,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Sarah  (Brown) 
Brown,  of  Upper  lilahanoy  township,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Harvey  Lester.  Mr.  and  iMrs.  Falck  are 
Eeformed  members  of  St.  John's  Church,  which  he 
is  at  present  serving  as  deacon. 

JOSEPH  LAlilBEIGHT,  a farmer  of  Eockc- 
feller  township  who  has  made  his  home  there  since 
shortly  after  his  arrival  in  this  country  from  Ger- 
many. is  a.  .self-made  man  who  has  won  prosperity 
and  standing  by  his  own  industry,  and  his  honor- 
able po.dr.iun  in  the  community  shows  how  well  his 
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fellow  residents  there  think  lie  deserves  his  re- 
ward. He  was  born  JuU'  5,  18G5,  in  Wurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  of  which  kingdom  his  parents, 
Wendling  and  Elizabeth  (Gans)  Lambrigbt,  were 
also  natives.  They  were  farming  people,  and  lived 
and  died  in  YTirtemberg.  Of  their  ten  children, 
six  still  survive:  John  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Germany;  Josephine,  Alary  and  Caroline 
are  married  and  living  in  Germany;  we  have  no 
record  of  Carl. 

Joseph  Laml)right  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
land.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  came  to  America, 
lauding  at  Xew  Y'ork  City  on  August  18S?, 
and  thence  proceeding  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
remained  two  days.  He  was  next  at  Lock  Haven, 
Pa.,  for  two  weeks,  thence  going  to  Renovo,  Pa., 
where  he  found  work  in  the  car  shops  and  con- 
tinued for  two  years.  He  has  since  lived  in  Rocke- 
feller township,  Xorthumberland  county.  He  en- 
tered the  employ  of  John'  Wirt,  a farmer,  with 
whom  he  remained  for  lifteen  wears,  ten  years  be- 
fore his  marriage  and  five,  years  afterward,  his 
three  sons  having  been  born  on  the  Wirt  farm.  In 
1899  he  ]Hirchased  his  present  place  of  seventy 
■ acres  in  Rockefeller  township,  where  he  follows 
general  farming.  Air.  Lambright  commenced  life 
in  this  country  with  no  capital  but  his  honesty 
and  industry,  but  he  has  done  well,  his  energy  and 
good  management  having  brought  him  prosperity 
and  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  at 
present  serving  his  second  term  as  school  director 
of  his  townshiii,  and  has  been  a valued  member  of 
the  Reformed  congregation  at  Zion's  Union 
Church,  Augustaville,  having  served  many  years 
as  a member  of  the  chnrch  council.  His  family 
are  also  members  of  that  church.  In  politics  Air. 
Lambright  is  a Rcpuldican. 

On  Dec.  2o,  1893,  Air.  Lambright  married  Har- 
riet Raker,  daughter  of  George  and  Eliza  (AYrdy) 
Raker,. and  to  them  have  been  born  four  children, 
three  .sons  and  one  daughter : Ralph,  who  died  when 
two  vears  old;  two  sons  that  died  in  infanev;  and 
Alary  E.  ' ’ ‘ ' 

The  R-UvEU  Faviiia',  of  which  Airs.  Lambriglit 
is  a member,  formerly  lived  in  Alontgomei’v  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  and  was  for  some  time  located  at  th'e 
“Block  House"’  in  the  Wyoming  Ahilley.  After  the 
danger  of  Indian  attack^  had  parsed  three  broth- 
ers, JacoJj,  George  and  IR'.  .Tohn  Raker,  settled  in 
Augusta  (how  Rockefeller)  township,  Xorthum- 
berland county. 

Jacob  Raker,  born  Alay  1.  1788,  died  in  Rocke- 
feller township  Aug.  19.  1851.  He  married  Alr.'^. 
Alary  (Krissinger)  Long,  who  hailed  from  Berks 
county,  and  was  the  widow  of  Daniel  Long’s  father. 
She  was  born  Aug.  13,  178'?,  and  died  Eel).  15, 
1818.  Air.  and  Airs.  Jacob  Raker  had  the  follow- 
ing children:  Jacob,  who  died  suddenly;  Sol- 

omon; George  J.,  who  lived  and  died  near  Seven 
Points,  in  Rockefeller  townshii>;  Lovina,  Airs.  Dan- 


iel Alalick;  Airs.  Henry  Keiser;  and  Airs.  John 
Ploover. 

Solomon  Raker,  son  of  Jacob,  died  Feb.  G,  1897, 
aged  seventy-live  years,  eleven  months,  ten  days. 
His  first  wife,  Elizabeth  (Dornsife),  died  Xov. 
38,  1878,  aged  fifty-six  years,  six  months,  twenty- 
one  days,  and  ho  subsc(|uently  married  the  widow 
of  Paul  Hollenbaeh.  Six  children  were  born  of 
the  first  marriage:  Elias  (1813-18G1).  who  died 

at  Hampton  (A'a.)  hospital  from  wounds  received 
in  battle  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war;  John; 
AJartin  (1853-1907),  who  married  Louisa  Conrad 
(1853-1903);  Susan,  Airs.  Jesiah  Dunkelbergcr ; 
Alary,  Airs.  Emanuel  Conrad;  and  Harriet,  who 
died  unmarried.  One  daughter,  Gertrude,  was 
born  to  the  second  union. 

George  Raker,  the  second  of  the  three  brothers 
mentioned,  had  children  as  follows:  Jonathan, 

who  lived  and  died  at  Sunbury ; George ; Samuel ; 
Daniel;  Peter;  Catharine,  Airs.  AVilliam  Y'ordy; 
and  Sarah,  who  never  married. 

George  Raker,  son  of  George,  was  born  Xov.  16, 
1831,  and  died  Alay  18,  1894,  aged  sixty-t-wo  years, 
six  months,  two  days.  He  married  Eliza  Yordy, 
who  was  born  July  5,  1830,  daughter  of  Joel  and 
Rebecca  (Hummel)  Yordy,  and  though  ])ast  eighty 
is  well  preserved,  mentally  and  pliysically.  She  is 
living  with  her  daughter  and  son-in-law.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Lambriglit.  Four  ehikiren  were  born  to  Air. 
and  Airs.  Cfeorge  Raker;  Isaac,  who  died  in  his 
eighth  year;  Lafayette,  who  died  in  his  fourth 
year,  these  sons  passing  away  within  a week:  Har- 
riet, Airs.  Joseph  I.ambright;  and  IVilson,  who 
married  Alary  Jane  Reitz,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1900, 
aged  thirty-two  years,  six  months,  four  days. 

Dr.  John  Raker,  Ijrother  of  Jacob  and  George, 
was  born  Y'ov.  6,  1805,  and  died  April  13,  1875. 
A large  monument  marks  ids  resting-place  at  Zi- 
on’s Church,  Aug'ustaville.  His  wife  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  Y'illiam  Bartholomew,  was  born  Alarcli  13, 
1813,  and  died  Oct.  14.  1885.  She,  too.  is  buried 
at  the  Augustaville  Church.  They  resided  at  Au- 
gustaville, in  Rockefeller  township,  and  he  had  a 
lai’ge  practice,  having  a high  reputation  as  a com- 
petent and  skillful  “'old  school”  practitioner.  Their 
children  were;  Dr.  'William,  who  died  in  August, 
1910,  at  Uniontown,  Pa.  ; Kate,  wife  of  Azariah 
Kreeger;  Dr.  Henry  Alorris,  who  died  June  19, 
1908,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  .one  month,  twenty- 
four  days;  and  Lizzie,  who  died  unmarried  in  1909. 

JAAIKS  II.  SAIITH,  foreman  in  the  blacksmith 
shop  of  the  American  Car  and  Foundry  Companv. 
and  the  oldest  employee  of  that  company  in  point 
of  service  at  Alilton,  Pa.,  was  born  in  Turbut  town- 
ship, Xorthumberland  county,  Sept.  38,  1848,  son 
of  James  R.  Srnith. 

James  Smilh,  hi«  grandfather,  was  a native  of 
Xorthampton  county,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing near  Bangor,  and  vdiero  he  died.  He  married 
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Margaret  Smith,  wlio  als<')  died  in  Xorthamptnn 
county.  They  had  four  diildreu,  namely:  Mary, 

who  died  unmarried ; Isabella,  wlio  married  Sam- 
uel Horn;  Elizabeth.,  who  married  John  Pysher; 
and  James  E. 

James  II.  Smith,  son  of  James  and  father  of 
James  H.,  was  born  in  Xorthampton  county,  and 
in  his  young  manh(X»d  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  After  his  marriage  he  came  to  Xorthum- 
berland  county,  and  settling  in  Turbut  township, 
there  followed  farming  for  several  years.  He  then 
located  in  Milton  and  here  resumed  work  at  his 
trade,  continuing  at  it  during  the  remainder  of  his 
active  days.  He  died  at  Milton  and  is  buried  in 
the  Upper  Cemetery.  He  married  Margaret 
AMung,  who  was  born  in  Xorthampton  county,  and 
died  in  Milton.  They  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children : Ellen  E.,  tvho  married  Samuel 
Long,  and  has  three  children,  Frank  M.  (of  Mil- 
ton,  and  a -Past  Master  of  Milton  Lodge  X'o.  25G, 
E.  & A.  M.),  Laura  S.  and  Charles;  James  H. ; 
Mary  E.,  unmarried;  Clara  A.,  who  married  Frank 
Hinshelwood,  and  lives  at  Seattle,  Wash. ; Jose- 
phine, who  married  Frank  Bond,  of  Philadelphia; 
and  Luther  C.,  of  Selinsgrove,  who  • has  a son 
Frank. 

James  H.  Smith  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Turbut  township  and  at  Milton,  and  in  his  six- 
teenth year  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  blacksmith 
at  the  car  shops.  This  was  in  18G3,  and  in  1878 
he  became  foreman  of  that  department,-  a position 
he  has  held  ever  since.  It  is  given  to  but  few  men 
to  work  for  their  entire  active  life  for  one  company, 
and  this  speaks  in  highest  terms  of  both  employer 
and  employee.  Mr.  Smith,  it  goes  without  say- 
ing, is  a skilled  workman,  faithful  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  work,  and  loyal  to  his  company. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a prominent  Mason.  He  was 
master  of  Milton  Lodge  Xo.  25G,  F.  & A.  M.,  in 
1877;  is  past  high  priest  of  Warrior  Run  Chapter, 
Xo.  216,  E.  A.  M.,  Watsontown;  meniber  of  Mt. 
Hermon  Comniandery,  Xo.  85.  K.  T.,  Sunbiiry; 
Adoniram  Council,  Xo.  26,  Williamsport ; and  Wil- 
liamsport Consistory,  32d  degree.  In  1879  he  be- 
came treasurer  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  and  that  office 
he  has  filled  without  intermission  to  the  present 
time.  On  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  his  elec- 
tion the  Lodge  presented  him  with  a beautiful  gold 
Masonic  ring. 

In  other  ways  Mr.  Smith  has  given  testimony 
of  his  right  to  be  termed  a good  citizen.  He  has 
been  a most  valuable  member  of  the  Board  of 
Health,  and  has-  freely  given  of  his  time  to  the  fur- 
thering of  every  movement  tending  toward  the 
moral  and  material  growth  of  his  town.  In  his  re- 
ligious faith  he  is  a iMothodist,  and  for  twenty- 
seven  years  served  as  treasurer  of  the  Church,  and 
for  the  long  period  of  thirty-three  years  he  has 
been  secretary  of  the  Sunday  school.  He  never 
married. 


JOHX  A.  CROSS,  coal  and  ice  dealer  of  Sun- 
bury,  Xortiiumberland  county,  has  been  engaged 
in  that  business  from  early  manhood  and  enjoys  a 
prosperous  trade,  wliich  he  has  built  up  by  lionor- 
able  dealing  and  satisfactory  service.  He  was  born 
in  Sunburv  April  7,  1874,  and  is  a son  of  George 
W.  Cross.  “ 

Mr.  Cross's  great-grandparents  lived  in  the.  Mo- 
hawk Valley,  near  Troy,  X.  Y.,  and  died  when 
comparatively  young,  leaving  three  children ; Den- 
nis, a farmer,  who  settled  in  Bradford  county.  Pa., 
and  there' married  a Miss  Webster  (he  is  buried 
near  his  old  homestead)  ; Hannah  E.,  Mrs.  Con- 
nors, who  lived  in  northern  Xew  Y'ork;  and  Au- 
gustus. - 

Augustus  Cross,  grandfather  of  John  A.  Cross, 
was  born  in  1811  near  Troy,  X.  Y.,  and  was  a small 
boy  when  l;is  parents  died.  About  1840  he  moved 
from  Xew  Y'^ork  State  to  Pennsylvania,  making  the 
journey  with  teams,  and  settled  in  Bradford  coun- 
ty, where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying 
in  1882.  He  was  a farmer,  owning  a small  farm,  ■ 
where  he  spent  all  his  later  years,  previous  to 
which  he  had  also  followed  shoemaking^  and  stone 
masonry.  He  held  local  office,  and  was  a useful 
citizen.  Mr.  Cross  married  Margaret  Teller  Whit- 
lock, who  was  born  in  1819,  and  died  in  1890, 
and  they  are  buried  in  Canton  township,  Bradford 
county.  They  had  ten  children,  as  follows ; Han- 
nah E.,  Catharine  M..  iJargaret  J.,  Thomas  D., 
William  D.,  George  W.,  Perkins  A.,  Mary  E., 
Phoebe  A.  and  Imogene.  Mrs.  Margaret  Teller 
(Whitlock)  Cross  was  one  of  the  descendants  of 
Anneke  Jans,  heirs  to  the  famous  estate  including 
the  Trinity  Churcli  property,  in  Xew  Y”ork  City", 
which  has  so  long  been  a matter  of  dispute. 

George  W.  Cross,  son  of  Augustus,  was  born 
Sept.  3,  1847,  in  Canton  township,  Bradford  Co., 
Pa.,  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
there,  and  worked  on  the  farm  until  18-63.  Then, 
tliough  onlv  sixteen  years  old,  he  enlisted  for  serv- 
ice in  the  Civil  war,  becoming  a member  of  Com- 
pany C,  30th 'Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Emergency 
Men,  with  which  he  served  six  weeks  during  the 
emergency.  He  was  at  Carlisle  the  night  the  Con- 
federates burned  the  barracks.  Returning  home  to 
the  farm,  he  remained  there  until  February",  1864, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Companv  B,  8th  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  serving  as  a private  in  that  command 
under  Grant  and  Gregg,  from  the  battle  of  the 
Wilderness  to  Appomattox.  He  received  his  sec- 
ond honorable  discharge  Aug.  20.  1865.  Mr.  Cross 
went  back  to  the  farm,  and  worked  at  agricultural 
pursuits  and  in  the  himber  woods  until  IMay  1. 
1871,  when  he  came  to  Sunburv  and  at  once  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Pennsvlvania  Railway 
Companv,  as  brakeman.  The  following  year  he 
l)ecame  a fireman,  and  in  187‘9  was  made  engineer, 
serving  as  such  until  inca]>aci talc'd  by  blindness, 
brought  on  by  nervous  dyspepsia,  in  lOt-G.  Mr. 
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Cros-<  u‘;is  a faitlifiil  and  efficient  cuiployee  tlirouirh- 
out  Ills  active  years  and  is  still  retained  on  the 
payroll  of  the  coinjianv.  lie  is  a well  known  resi- 
dent of  Snnhiiry,  particularly  in  fraternal  circles, 
being  a nieinher  of  the  I.  0.  6.  F.,  which  he  joined 
when  twenty-two  years  old;  a Mason,  having  joined 
Bloss  Lodge,  Xo.  35U,  F.  A'  A.  M.,  at  Blosslnirg, 
Tioga  Co..  Fa.,  in  June,  18T0;  a inemher  of  Lodge 
Xo.  dlf),  K.  of  r.,  of  Sunbury,  which  he  served  as 
treasurer  for  a number  of  years,  until  his  blind- 
ness prevented  furtlier  service;  a charter  member 
of  True  CToss  Conimandery,  Xo.  113,  Knights  of 
Malta,  of  Sunbury,  of  wliich  he  was  first  treasurer, 
holding  tliat  office  eight  years;  a member  of  Lieut. 
William  A.  Bruner  Post,  Xo.  335,  G.  A.  P.,  and 
a member  of  the  Yeteran  Railroad  Association  of 
the  Eastern  and  Susquehanna  Division.  Polit- 
ically he  is  a Republican. 

On  Sept.  3,  1810,  Mr.  Cross  married  Amelia  A. 
"Williams,  daughter  of  John  J.  and  Margaret  (Har- 
ris) M’illiams,  of  Blossburg,  Pa.  Four  children 
have  been  born  to  tliis  union,  namely:  George 

M.,  of  "Westchester,  Pa. ; John  A. ; AVilliam,  who 
died  in  infancy;  and  Harry  P.,  who  married  Ber- 
tha Seaman,  of  Snyder  county.  Pa.,  and  has  one 
son,  George  Perkins.  The  family  live  in  the  home 
at  Sunbury  erected  by  Mr.  Cross  in  1881. 

John  A.  Cross  attended  public  scliool  in  Sun- 
bury, graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1891. 
He- and  his  brother  George  IM.  carried  on  the  ice 
business  in  partner.dup  until  1897,  when  John  A. 
Cross  purchased  the  brother’s  interest,  and  has 
since  conducted  tlie  business  alone.  Meantime,  in 
1891,  he  had  enlarged  his  experience  in  that  line 
by  working  for  a time  for  the  old  Knickerbocker 
Ice  Company,  in  Philadelphia.  Since  1895  he 
has  had  a retail  coal  business,  and  at  present  he 
keeps  four  teams  busv.  doing  a prosperous  business 
in  both  lines,  and  holding  his  trade  by  upright 
methods.  He  is  well  thought  of  in  the  commun- 
ity, and  has  served  two  terms  in  the  borough  coun- 
cil. Mr.  Cross  is  a Republican  in  politics,  and 
fraternally  a member  of  several  seci'et  organiza- 
tions. 

On  Oct.  36,  1908.  iMr.  Cross  married  Cora  IM. 
Mertz,  of  Xorthumberland  borough,  a daughter  of 
Benjamin  F.  iMertz  (who  died  in  April,  1910)  and 
a granddaughter  of  George  Mertz,  who  was  l)orn 
in  Berks  county,  coming  to  this  county  along  with 
the  Hummels  and  Hilbishes. 

Peter  Mertz,  great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Cross, 
was  3l  pioneer  of  LTiion  county.  Pa.  He  settled 
near  Freeburg,  and  went  to  farming,  his  farm  con- 
sisting of  113  acres.  He  is  buried  at  Freeburg. 
Pa.  He  and  his  wife  had  children  as  follows:  a 
Mrs.  i^fraub;  Catharine,  who  married  (first)  a ^Ir. 
Brown  and  (second)  a IMr.  Hoimbach;  Peggy, 
Mrs.  Snell ; Philip,  who  lived  near  Lewistown,  Pa. : 
John,  who  lived  at  Freeburg:  Peter,  who  lived- at 
Freeburg;  and  George. 


George  Mertz  was  born  in  April,  1831,  near 
Freeburg,  Pa.,  and  he  died  Sept.  17,' 1887,  aged 
si.xty-six  years.  He  is  buried  at  Xorthumberland, 
Pa.  He  was  a wheelwriglic,  after  his  marriage  go- 
ing into  tlie  mercantile  and  hotel  business  at  Free- 
Imrg.  He  then  came  to  Xorthumberland,  Pa.,  and 
lived  in  Point  township,  following  farming  there 
until  three  years  before  his  death,  when  he  re- 
tired to  the  borough.  He  had  a farm  of  110  acres, 
part  of  which  is  still  in  the  family  name.  He  was 
a Republican  and  was  school  director  many  years, 
being  also  auditor.  A man  of  intelligence  and  in- 
tegrity, he  was  intluential  in  his  community  and 
took  an  important  part  in  all  local  matters.  He 
and  his  family  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  He  married  Amelia,  born  in  1833,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  Hummel  (1788-1869)  and  his 
wife  Catharine  (Hilbush)  (1795-1868).  She  died 
in  1880.  The  children  of  George  !Mertz  were; 
Diary  E.,  who  married  Hammond  Rhodenbaugh; 
Catharine  A.,  twin  to  Mary  E.,  who  married  Cyrus 
IValter;  Benjamin  Franklin,  father  of  Dlrs.  Cross; 
Emma  J.,  Avho  married  George  Long  ; M'illiam  IT. : 
George  Albert  and  John  Peter,  the  latter  dying 
aged  seven  months;  John  Philip;  A.  Amelia,  who 
married  Peter  Mertz,  her  cousin,  both  dying  a few 
years  after  marriage ; Sarah  I.,  who  is  unmarried : 
Lillie  Y.,  who  married  Charles  Biehl  : Amos  A.  and 
Flora  E.,  DIrs.  Benner  ; and  Adda  C.,  who  married 
Harry  Jacoby. 

"William  H.  DIertz,  born  June  6,  1853,  became 
a florist  of  note.  He  married  Jan.  8,  1878,  Erne- 
line  Dloyer,  daughter  of  George  Dloyer,  and  they 
had  nine  children:  Adelia  A.,  Mabel  I.,  Diary  E., 
Ge-orge  P.,  Ruth  E.,  Blanche  E.,  DVilliam  H.,  Jr., 
Boyd  F.  and  Harold  R. 

FRED  F.  KUDIER,  of  Shamokin.  has  built  up 
a fine  business  as  a contractor  in  the  line  of  cement 
and  concrete  work  since  he  established  himself  in 
the  borough  in  1899.  He  is  a native  of  DYurtem- 
berg,  Germany,  born  July  5.  1869.  son  of  Joseph 
Kumer.  who  was  superintehdent  of  a cement  plant 
in  tlie  Fatherland.  Joseph  Kumer  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1888,  settling  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  in  1896.  He  married 
DIaria  Bauer,  also  of  Germany,  who  died  in  Phil- 
adelphia in  1901.  They  had  children  as  follows: 
Theresa,  Diary,  Franciscos,  Anna,  Fred  F.  and 
Louisa. 

Fred  F.  Kumer  received  a good  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  land  and  there  also 
learned  the  making  of  cement  and  concrete.  Com- 
ing to  this  country  when  little  more  than  a Imy,  he 
landed  at  Xew  Ybtrk  City  in  DIarch,  1885,  and  for 
some  time  after  his  arrival  followed  his  trade  at 
Philadelphia,  removing  thence  to  Bloomsburg.  Pa., 
where  he  did  considerable  work  in  that  line.  In 
1899  he  came  to  Shamokin.  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  He  has  had  a number  of  im- 
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portant  contracts,  and  employs  from  ten  to  fif- 
teen men,  his  work  including  the  laying  of  cement 
curbing,  coping,  stejis,  cellar  and  stable  floors,  and 
improved  artifcial  stone  pavements.  He  built  his 
own  fine  residence,  at  Xo.  013  West  Arch  street, 
in  1008,  and  there  he  also  has  his  business  head- 
quarters. His  high-grade  work  is  bringing  him 
a steady  and  lucrative  patronage. 

On  Eeb.  21,  1805,  Mr.  Kumer  married  Margar- 
ita Malfaeira,  who  is  of  French  and  Italian  de- 
scent, and  they  have  five  children:  Joseph  John, 

Frank  F.,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Christian  Mllliam  and 
Vincent  Paul.  IMr.  Kumer  is  a member  of  St. 
Edward’s  Catholic  Church  and  of  the  Knights  of 
Columbus. 

ROBERT  J.  ROUSH,  of  Milton,  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  is  engaged  as  an  engineer  on  the  Phil- 
adelphia & Reading  railroad,  his  run  being  on 
the  Shamokin  division.  He  is  a native  of  Lower 
Augusta  township,  this  county,  born  July  14,  1870, 
and  comes  of  a family  long  settled  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

David  Roush,  great-grandfather  of  Robert  J. 
Roush,  lived  and  died  at  Freeburg,  Snyder  counU. 
His  childre]!  were  Xathan  and  Isaac. 

Xathan  Roush,  son  of  David,  was  a well  known 
truck  farmer  in  Juniata  county,  where  he  died. 
He  and  his  wife  had  a family  of  eight  children 
Wilson  was  the  father  of  Robert  J.  Roush;  Elmer 
lives  at  Shamokin.  Xorthumberland  county;  Dan- 
iel lives  in  Snyder  county;  Edward  lives  in  Sha- 
mokin; Fred,  of  Sunburv,  married  Jane  Downey 
and  they  have  children,  Frances,  Harry,  Clarence, 
Roy  and  Daniel : Caroline  is  deceased  ; Annie  mar- 
ried John  Walter;  Agnes  married  James  Reinert. 

'Wilson  Roush  wa=;  born  in  Snyder  county,  and 
now  lives  at  'Winfield,  Union  Co.,  Pa.  He  has 
been  in  the  employ  of  the  Philadelphia  & Reading 
Railway  Company  for  a period  of  twenty-two  years. 
He  married  ilalinda  Seers,  and  they. are  the  par- 
ents of  four  sons,  namely:  Robert  J.,  Joseph, 

Boyd  and  Stillwell. 

Robert  J.  Ron -h  attended  public  school  at  "Win- 
field and  followed  farm  work  during  his  early  man- 
hood, continuing  thus  until  he  was  nineteen 'years 
old.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  came  to  Milton,  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Philadelphia  & Reading 
Railway  Company,  beginning  as  a repairman. 
Later  he  was  on  the  gravel  train,  and  then  worked 
as  brakeman  for  a time,  becoming  an  engineer 
when  only  twenty-five  vears  old.  He  has  been  on 
the  Shamokin  division  throughout  his  service  as 
engineer.  iMr.  Roush  is  a reliable  and  trust- 
worthy man,  a respected  citizen  of  his  home  place, 
and  well  known  among  his  fellow  engineers.  He 
holds  membership  in  tiie  P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  the  F.  0. 
E.  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers, 
and  I.  O.  0.  F.  In  religion  he  is  a member  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 


5Ir.  Roush’s  first  wife,  R.  i\[inda  • (Leightncr), 
of  Snyder  county.  Pa.,  died  in  1904.  The  two 
children  born  to  this  union  died  in  infancy.  On 
Sept.  19,  1906,  Mr.  Roush  married  (second) 
Christena  J.  Kern,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  and  the}"  reside 
at  Xo.  114  Mahoning  street,  in  the  borough  of 
Milton. 

JOSHUA  F.  HILL,  of  IVIontandon,  until,  re- 
cently road  foreman  for  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad 
Company,  now  retired,  was  in  the  employ  of  that 
comi)any  over  thirty  years  and  was  a trusted  and 
reliable  worker.  Mr.  Hill  was  boni  Oct.  13,  1844, 
at  ^Montgomery  Station,  Lycoming  Co.(  Pa.,  son 
of  John  Hill  and  grandson  of  John  Hill. 

The  grandfather  lived  and  died  in  Lycoming 
county,  and  is  buried  at  the  Baptist  Church  near 
Montgomery  station.  He  was  a carpenter  by  trade, 
and  followed  that  calling  many  years.  To  him  and 
his  wife  were  born  the  following  children  : George, 
John,  Joseph,  Daniel,  Henry,  Sarah  and  Hannali. 

John  Hill,  father  of  Joshua  F.  Hill,  was  born 
in  1806  in  Lycoming  county,  and  did  day's  work 
among  the  farmers  of  his  district,  where  he  was 
much  liked  and  respected,  having  many  friends. 
He  died  in  1892  and  is  buried  in  the  same  church- 
yard where  his  father  rests.  Flis  wife,  Sarah 
(Farley),  was  a daughter  of  Jolm  Farley,  and 
they  had  these  children  : Joshua  F. ; John ; Frank- 
lin; James:  Benjamin;  Elizabeth,  unmarried; 
Sarah,  unmarried ; Mary,  deceased ; and  Harriet, 
deceased. 

Joshua  F.  Hill  attended  public  school  in  his 
home  locality  and  in  his  ^young  manhood 
worked  among  the  farmers  about  Montgom- 
ery. In  1880  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  as  section 
hand,  and  was  engaged  in  that  capacity,  for  five 
yeai's,  at  the  end  of  which  period  lie  was  made 
foreman,  of  the  Xorthumberland  divl^^ion.  He 
built  six  and  a half  miles  of  track,  from  Xorthum- 
berland .to  Montandon,  and  had  charge  of  the  road 
at  Montandon,  278  to  281  east,  lia  ving  ten  men 
in  his  gang,  until  placed  on  the  retired  list.  May 
1,  1911.  He  is  arr  able  man,  discharging  his  ri- 
sponsibilities  with  the  utmost'  fidelity. 

On  July  3,  1870,  "Mr.  Hill  married  Elvina  Diehl, 
daughter  of  'William  and  Hattie  (Fry)  Diehl.  "Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hill  are  members  of  the  i\Iethodist 
Church  at  IMontandon. 

I 

JACOB  F.  BERLEIV,  wlio  conducts  a thriving 
business  at  A’o.  850  Susquehanna  avenue,  in  tlu- 
Fifth  ward  of  Sunburv,  is  a rising  young’ merchant 
of  that  borough.  He  has  had  considerable  experi- 
ence in  the  line  in  which  he  is  engaged,  and  has 
shown  his  ability  to  gain  and  hold  trade  by  the 
most  upright  method's,  being  honest  as  well  as 
enterprising.  He  was  born  in  Sunburv  Jan.  16. 
1875,  and  is  a incmber  of  the  fourth  gencratio’i 
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of  the  Berlew  family  in  Xm-tiiumberlaud  count}. 
We  give  a brief  account  of  the  earlier  generations, 
as  far  as  recorded. 

Peter  Berlew,  -great-grandfather  of  Jacob  F. 
Berlew,  was  born  in  1768  in  Xew  Jersey,  and  was 
one  of  the  emigrants  from  that  State  who  located 
in  Lower  Augusta  township,  this  county,  some  time 
after  the  Ilevolutionary  war.  He  owned  a tract 
of  land  in  that  township  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Mahanoy  mountains.  lie  was  a wood  chopper  and 
trapper,  and  so  successful  a hunter  that  he  had  a 
fence  around  his  house  made  of  the  horns  of  deer 
he  had  killed.  One  day  (about  1300)  he  shot 
eight  deer  in  two  hours  on  the  spot  where  Trev- 
orton  is  now  located.  He  moved  thither  from 
Lower  Augusta  township  when  Indians  were  still 
roving  over  the  region,  and  lived  at  Trevorton 
until  his  death  in  the  winter  of  1855,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  eighty-seven  years.  He  is  buried  at  the 
Methodist  Church  in  Irish  valley.  According  to 
tradition  his  wife  was  a Shipman  and  also  from 
Xew  Jersey.  She  died  long  before  her  husband, 
and  is  buried  at  the  ilountain  Presbyterian 
Church.  They  had  a fa7uily  of  four  children, 
namely;  Euth  married  Samuel  Eandall;  Gilbert 
is  mentioned  below ; David  settled  in  Luzerne 
county,  Pa.,  above  Pittston;  I’olly  married  Wil- 
liain  Feaster,  a brother  of  Phoebe  Feaster,  her 
brother  Gilbert’s  wife. 

Gilbert  Berlew,  son  of  Peter,  was  born  Feb. 
1818,  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  and  was  seven 
years  old  when  taken  into  the  family  of  Squire 
lYeiser,  with  whom  he  lived  in  Sunbury  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  He  had 
learned  the  trade  of  plasterer,  which  he  followed 
at  Trevorton,  Shamokin  and  Ashland  after  ho  at- 
tained his  majority  until  1861,  when  he  settled 
at  Sunbury.  He  continued  to  live  there  until  his 
death,  in  February,  1883,  and  is  buried  in  the 
old  cemetery  on  South  Fourth  street,  Sunbury 
He  was  quite  a prm=perous  plastering  contractor, 
employing  as  many  as  ten  men  and  doing  a large 
business  for  that  day.  His  wife,  Phoebe  (Feaster), 
was  a daughter  of  Samuel  Feaster.  of  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  and  they  were  the  parents  of 
children,  namely:  Addison,  IMarv  J..  .John,  Ange- 
line,  Thomas,  Xorton,  Elizabeth,  Emanuel  and 
Maria.  ]\Ir.  Btudew  and  his  family  were  Baptists. 

Thomas  Berlew,  son  of  Gilbert,  was  born  Feb. 
16,  1818,  at  Boyles  Eun,  Xorthumberland  county, 
and  received  a public  school  education  at  Trev- 
orton, to  which  place  his  parents  had  removed 
when  he  was  throe  years  old.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen he  commenced  to  learn  pla.'^tering  from  his 
father,  and  he  has  followed  that  trade  all  his  life, 
being  now  the  learling  contractor  in  that  line  in 
Sunbury.  He  moved  with  his  parents  from  Trev- 
orton to  Sunbury  in  1861,  and  his  work  has  been 
principally  in  and  around  the  borough,  though  he 
has  done  considerable  business  in  Shamokin.  For 


a number  of  years  he  has  had  the  most  important 
contracts  in  his  home  place,  having  plastered  the 
jail,  the  courthouse,  the  leading  hotels,  all  the 
churches  but  two,  and  many  other  buildings.  At 
times  he  has  had  as  many  as  twenty  men  in  his 
ejnplo}’,  but  for  a few  years  past  he  has  been  re- 
linquishing heavy  responsibilities. 

In  1869  Mr.  Berlew  married  Catharine  Felsing- 
er.  daughter  of  Michael  and  Charlotte  (Knobel) 
Felsinger,  of  Sunbury,  who  came  from  IVurms, 
Germany,  in  1851.  ^Lr.  and  Mrs.  Berlew  have 
had  four  children : Lottie,  now  the  wife  of  Charles 
Felton,  of  Sunbury;  Jacob  John,  of  Phila- 
delphia; and  'William,  a merchant  of  Sunbuiw. 
Mr.  Berlew  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  the  work  of  which  he  has 
long  been  prominent,  having  served  as  trustee  and 
librarian  and,  for  thirty-five  years,  as  member  of 
the  choir,  having  an  excellent  bass  voice.  Politi- 
cally he  is  a Eepublican. 

Jacob  F.  Berlew  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Sunbuiy,  graduating  from  the 
high  school  in  1895.  At  an  early  age  he  began 
clerking  for  his  father,  and  in  1892  became  in- 
terested in  the  mercantile  business  on  Market 
street,  where  he  was  engaged  for  nine  vears.  In 
1903  he  took  a responsible  position  at  Greens- 
burg,  Westmoreland  Co.,  Pa.,  with  the  large  mer- 
cantile house  of  A.  E.  Troutman  & Co.,  having 
charge  of  the  dress  goods  and  silks,  and  he  re- 
mained with  that  concern  until  he  entered  the 
business  on  his  own  account  in  1906,  establishing 
himself  at  his  present  location  in  Sunbury.  His 
store  on  Susquehanna  avenue  has  a frontage  of  JO 
feet,  and  is  90  feet  long.  His  stock  is  large  and 
well  assorted,  and  he  gives  employment  to  five 
clerks.  Dir.  Berlew’s  enterprise  and  obliging  traits 
have  brought  him  an  extensive  custom,  which  he 
is  striving  to  increase  by  the  most  commendable 
methods,  and  lie  has  every  prospect  of  a prosper- 
ous future.  In  addition  to  his  mercantile  busi- 
ness, he  has  the  district  agency  for  the  Pullman 
motor  car,  1911  models.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Order,  of  IMoose,  at  Sunbury,  and  belongs  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

On  Xov.  25,  1903,  IMr.  Berlew  married  Xellie 
Fox,  daughter  of  .Jacob  Fox,  of  Greensburg.  Pa., 
and  they  have  had  one  daughter,  Catharine. 

LEVI  B.  BATDOEF.  who  for  the  last  twentv 
years  has  been  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  at 
Shamokin,  Pa.,  is  a native  of  Xorthumberland 
county,  born  in  .Jackson  township  Sept.  12,  1813, 
son  of  .Joseph  Batdorf  and  grandson  of  John  Bat- 
dorf. 

John  Batdorf  came  to  Xorthumberland  county 
from  Berks  county,  Pa.,  where  his  home  had  been 
near  the  Lebanon  county  line.  He  made  the 
journey  by  wagon,  and  located  in  .Jackson  town- 
ship, where  he  was  among  the  very  early  settlers. 
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The  Batdorfs  had  been  located  in  Berks  county 
for  many  years,  in  the  tax  list  of  ITS!)  there  ap- 
pearing the  name  of  Christian  Battorf  (name  is 
variously  spelled  hy  different  meml)ers  of  the  fam- 
ily), who  paid  two  pounds  tax,  showing  him  to  lie  a 
man  of  some  property  in  Bethel  township.  John 
Batdorf  owned  a small  farm,  and  devoted  him- 
self to  farm  work.  lie  was  a member  of  the  Uni- 
ted Evangelical  Church  at  Malianoy,  where  he  is 
buried.  He  married  Mary  Grow,  who  died  aged 
ninety  years.  They  l)ecame  the  parents  of  two 
sons  and  eight  daughters,  namely;  Joseph,  John, 
Polly,  Catharine,  Sarah,  Pebecca,  Eliza,  Harriet, 
'Tillie  and  Lucy  Ann,  the  last  named,  who  is  still 
living  (1911),  marrying  Peter  Kniss  and  having 
children,  Pebecca  Jane,  Franklin,  Hattie,  Samuel 
■and  William. 

Joseph  Batdorf,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Read- 
ing, Pa.,  and  accompanied  his  father  to  Xorth- 
uml)erland  county.  He  learned  the  blacksmith's 
trade,  and  follorved  it  for  some  time,  but  later  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township, 
and  died  at  Hickory  Corners.-  He  married  Sarah 
Bahner,  and  their  children  were:  Isaac,  of  Lower 
Mahanoy  township:  Jeremiah  and  William,  de- 
ceased; Levi  B.  ; Lovina,  who  married  Elias  Zart- 
man ; Hannah,  who  married  Isaac  Clemens:,  and 
Henrietta,  who  married  John  A.  Long. 

Levi  B.  Batdorf  attended  the  schools  of  Jack- 
son  township,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  began 
to  learn  the  shoemakers  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  several  years.  For  sixteen  years  he  was  en- 
-gaged  in  farming  in  Little  kMahanoy  township, 
and  in  1886  came  to  Shamokin.  In  1890  he  op- 
ened his  present  grocery  store,  in  the  operation 
of  which  he  has  met  with  deserved  success.  He 
carries  a full  line  of  groceries  which  he  markets 
at  reasonalde  prices,  giving  his  customers  the  bene- 
fit of  tbe  best  goods  at  the  lowest  possible  cost. 

In  1864  Mr.  Batdorf  married  Harriett  Zart- 
man,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Susan  (Forney)  Zart- 
man,  and  they  have  two  children;  Irvin  J.,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  insurance  Imsiness  at  Harris- 
burg,  married  Ellen  Enterline,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Claude  W.  and  Ethel  ^L  ; Emma  P.  mar- 
ried X.  I.  Paker,  of  Shamokin.  ^Ir.  Batdorf  is 
a member  of  the  United  Evangelical  Church, 
which  he  has  served  as  class  leader,  steward  and 
trustee  for  some  time,  and  for  ten  years  was  sup- 
erintendent of  the  Sunday  school  in  Little  Maha- 
noy township.  V 

HAPPY'  A.  LEBO,  of  Sunbury,  has  followed 
the  baker's  trade  there  since  he  attained  his  major- 
ity, and  he  has  been  in  business  for  himself  since 
1895.  His  place  of  business  at  Xo.  GOO  East  ^Market 
street  is  ecpiipped  with  tbe  most  modern  appli- 
ances known  to  the  trade,  and  he  employs  four 
bakers,  keeping  two  teams  constantly  busy  supply- 
ing his  trad('.  He  selU  more  bread  than  an\  other 


baker  in  tbe  city.  iMr.  LelKi  was  born  Jan.  4, 
1869,  in  Upper  Paxton  township.  Dauphin  Co., 
Pa.,  where  the  family  has  long  been  located,  his 
father  and  grandfather  having  been  also  natives 
of  the  same  township. 

Henry  Lebo,  the  grandfather,  was  a shoemaker, 
following  his  trade  in  the  days  when  shoes  were 
made  entirely  bv  hand,  and  his  services  were  in 
much  demand  in  his  locality.  He  died  in  middle 
life,  of  rheumatism,  and  is  buried  at  St.  David’s 
Church,  at  Killinger,  in  Dauphin  county.  His  wife, 
Annie  (Billifelt),  was  from  Berks  county,  Pa.,  and 
lived  to  be  over  seventy.  Their  children  were ; 
John  died  when  a young  man;  Caroline  married 
George  Xeagley  and  they  lived  at  Millersburg; 
Xathaniel  was  the  father  of  Harrv  A.  Lebo ; Mary 
M.  married  John  Grove,  of  Harrisburg;  Louisa 
married  Ja.red  Specht  and  Both  died  at  iMillers- 
burg;  Pebecca,  who  is  unmarried,  lives  at  Millers- 
burg: Henry  lived  in  Plpper  Paxton  township. 
Dauphin  county.  Only  two  survive,  IMrs.  Grove 
and  Miss  Rebecca  Lebo. 

Xathaniel  Lebo,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  in 
February,  18-30,  in  Upper  Paxton  township,  was 
a farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  in  1885.  He 
is  buried^  at  St.  David's  Churcb,  Killinger,  and 
was  a member  of  the  Reformed  congregation  of 
tlvat  church.  Mr.  Lebo  married  IMary  S.  James, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Agnes  (Albright)  James, 
who  lived  in  Armstrong  Valley,  and  she  survived 
him  many  years,  dying  April  5,  1907,  when  sixty- 
seven  years  old.  Xine  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  Oliver  lives  in  L'ppcr  Paxton  township; 

Agnes,  widow  of  J.  P.  Harrison,  resides  at  Sun- 
bury ; Harry  A.  is  mentioned  below : Ira  A.  died 
in  childhood ; J.  Edward  makes  his  home  in  Illi- 
nois ; J.  Wilson  is  a resident  of  Upper  Paxton 
township;  Anna  Dora  and  zVnna  Cora,  the  former 
the  wife  of  George  Seitz,  the  latter  the  wife  of 
William  DeLancy,  are  twins;  Charles  X.  is  a resi- 
dent of  IMillersburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Harry  A.  Lebo  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  the  home  locality,  which  he  attendc^l 
until  thirteen  years  old.  Subsequently  he  worked 
on  the  farm  and  learned  coachsmithing,  which  he 
followed  for  a few  years,  but  when  twenty-one 
years  old  he  came  to  Sunbury  and  commenced  to 
learn  the  baker's  trade,  at  which  he  has  since  been 
engaged.  He  was  in  tbe  employ  of  others  until 
1895,  when  he  started  l)usiness  on  his  own  account, 
in  a humble  wa\-,  doing  most  of  the  work  him- 
self. Gradually  he  built  up  a thriving  trade,  which 
has  grown  to  such  proportions  that  he  employs 
four  bakers  and  runs  two  wagons,  and  ho  does 
the  largest  bread  business  in  the  city.  IMr.  Lebo 
i^  a general  baker,  turning  out  ail  the  ordinary 
products  of  a bakery,  and  he  also  sells  groceries 
and  confectionery,  in  which  line  he  has  likewise 
established  a good  trade.  He  now  owns  all  the 
ground  from  Xo.  690  IMarket  street  back  to  Wood- 
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lawn  avenue,  along  Sixth  street,  and  lia<  gained 
this  valuahle  liokling  by  thrifty  management  and 
application  to  his  business. 

On  July  3,  lS-93,  Mr.  Leho  married  Katie  M. 
Miller,  daughter  of  Charles  S.  IMiller,  a prominent 
citizen  of  Sunhury,  and  six  children  have  been 
horn  to  this  union ; ilyrtle  S.,  Donald  E..  Kussell 
A.,  Harry  A.,  Cora  C.  and  Helen  A.’  The  family 
are  meml)ers  of  the  Reformed  Church.  l\[r.  Leho 
is  a Democrat  in  political  opinion,  and  socially 
he  belongs  to  the  IModern  Woodmen,  being  a char- 
ter member  of  his  lodge ; he  is  a member  of  the 
American  Sick  and  Accident  Com2:iany. 

DARLTXGTOX  R.  IxULP,  late  of  Shamokin, 
was  for  a quarter  of  a century  one  of  the  foremost 
business  men  of  Xorthumherland  countv,  where 
his  extensive  and  varied  interest'^  made  him  an 
important  figure  in  its  industrial  life  from  the 
time  of  his  settlement  in  that  borough  until  his 
death.  His  activities  were  not,  however,  confined 
to  this  region,  his  lumber  business  extending  over 
a wide  territory. 

. Mr.  Kttlp  came  of  a family  of  Holland  Dutch 
origin  whose  first  members  in  America  were  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Pennsylvania.  iMatteas  or 
Mattheis  Kolb  (as  the  name  was  originally  spelled) 
came  to  America,  arriving  in  the  ship  ‘‘Phoenix'' 
Oct.  ‘20,  17-11,  and  lived  in  Pottstown  and  Gosh- 
enhoppen.  Pa.  He  had  one  son  Peter,  whose  son 
Joseph  Koll)  was  l)orn  about  1710  and  married 
Ann  Maria  'Stettler.  Joseph  Kolb  wa^  overseer 
of  the  poor  in  Xew  Hanover  March  25,  1770.  He 
had  nineteen  children,  the  sixth  of  wdiom,  Chris- 
tian, was  the  father  of  Darlington  R.  Kulp. 

Christian  Kulp  was  horn  Aug.  G.  ISOO.  in  IMont- 
gornery  county,  this  State,  and  died  iMarch  9,  1S71. 
He  and  his  wife  Catherine  (Renninger),  a native 
of  Berks  county,  both  spent  their  lives  in  eastern 
Pennsylvania.  She  li\ed  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
three.  and  they  are  buried  at  Xiantic,  a small  town 
in  Montgomery  county,  near  Pottstown.  They 
had  eleven  children,  as  follows:  Darlington  R.  is 

mentioned  lielow:  Sarah  married  Jacob  Huuimel- 
richt,  and  died  in  Chester  eouutv;  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried George  lY.  DruTuheller,  and  died  at  Gilherts- 
ville.  Pa.;  Henry  is  living  in  East  Coventry  town- 
ship, Chester  county;  Catharine  married  Jc'Se 
Longabach,  and  died  at  Pottstown.  Pa.:  iNfary 
married  William  Fink  and  is  living  at  Pottstown; 
Jacob  marrie(l  Amelia  Wagner  and  lives  at  Houtz- 
dale,  Clearfield  Co..  Pa.;  Christian  li'-‘^s  at  the  old 
homestead  at  Xiantic.  iMontgomerv  county:  El- 
mina  married  Jacob  Endy  and  resides  at  Potts- 
town; Frederick  R.  died  in  Taimujua,  Pa.:  Diana 
married  William  (lilhert  and  lives  at  Pottstown. 

Darlington  R.  Kulp  was  born  in  Philadelphia 
Xov.  29,  1S2G,  and  was  reared  in  i^[ontgomery 
county,  near  Pott-town.  He  attended  the  district 
schools,  hut  not  regularly,  his  advantages  for  edit-. 


cation  being  very  limited.  But  he  was  intelligent 
and  enter})rising,  and  this  handicap  did  not  ser- 
iously affect  his  success.  He  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  and  early  engaged  in  the  lumlier  busi- 
ness, becoming  one  of  the  most  successful  lumber 
dealers  of  his  day  in  Xorthumherland  county, 
whither  he  removed  in  18G7.  In  October  of  that 
year  he  settled  in  Shamokin,  wdiere  he  entered  in- 
to partnership,  in  the  lumber  business,  with  D.  S. 
Slndtz  and  Y'illiam  H.  Bechtel,  the  name  of  the 
firm  being  Shultz.  Flechtel  tk  Co.  Tn  1869-70  he 
was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Kulp.  Bechtel  & Co., 
who  operated  the  Ben  Fh-anklin  colliery.  In  July, 
1871,  be  became  associated  with  Matthias  Ernes, 
under  the  name  of  Kulp  & Ernes,  which  lasted 
about  six  years,  when  Mr.  Ernes  was  succeeded  by 
Isaac  Fk  Stetler.-  ’ d'he  latter's  interest  was  pur- 
chased May  .1,  1878,  by  C.  Q.  McWilliams,  the 
new  firm  being  known  as  Kulp  & McWilliams,  who 
in  1879  extended  their  interests,  adding  ice  and 
brick  to  the  original  line.  They  continued  to  deal 
in  all  three  commodities  until  Jan.  1.  1882,  when 
W.  C.  McConnell  joined  the  firm,  which  under  the 
name  of-  Ktdp,  McWilliams  & Co.  did  business 
until  Aug.  15,  1S8G.  The  partnership  was  then 
dissolved.  Air.  Kulp  taking  the  lumber  interests, 
and  he  continued  to  follow  that  line  the  rest  of  his 
life.  His  work  branched  out  far  Iteyond  the  or- 
iginal lines,  for  he  not  only  bought  large  tracts  of 
land  and  cut  the  timber,  but  he  carried  the  work 
further,  converting  the  cleared  land  into  produc- 
tive farms:  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  ten 
farms  in  Xorthumherland  and  adjoining  counties. 

In  company  with  his  eldest  son,  Alonroe  H. 
Kulp,  Air.  Kulp  opened  a store  in  Shamokin, 
which  thev  conducted  as  I),  R.  Kulp  & Son  for 
three  years.  Air.  Ktdp  was  also  a director  of  the 
Roaring  Creek  AVater  Compauv  and  its  first  pre-^- 
ident.  and  he  was  a director  of  the  Shamokin  AVater 
Company.  Though  not  particula:'ly  active  in  pub- 
lic affairs  he  served  in  the  borough  council  artd  as 
supervisor  of  the  poor  in  Coal  township.  He 
was  originally  a AVhig,  later  a Republican,  in  pol- 
itics. During  Lee's  invasion  he  was  tme  of  the 
“emergency  men"  who  answered  the  call  to  de- 
fend the  State. 

Air.  Kulp  was  a Alason,  uniting  with  Elyshurg 
Lodge,  Xo.  414.  F.  & A.  AL.  and  with  Shanatkin 
Chapter,  Xo.  :fi)  I,  R.  A.  AI.  He  was  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  hut  joined 
the  Lutheran  Church  after  locating  in  Shamokin. 

On  Oct.  5,  1851,  Air.  Kulp  married  ETizaheth 
Gilbert,  a native  of  Xew  Hanover.  Alontgomery 
county,  daughter  of  Geoi'ge  and  Sadie  (Houck) 
Gilbert,  of  Alontgomery  county.  She  died  Feh. 
23,  190‘1,  aged  sixty-nine  years,  surviving  Air. 
Kulp,  who  passed  awav  Dec.  29,  1893,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years.  They  are  buried  in  the  Sha- 
7uokin  cemetei'v.  To  this  union  were  horti  twelve 
children, 'eight  of  whom  survive,  namely;  Zep- 
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orah  E. ; Joanna  Catherine,  widow  of  Edwin  Slm- 
inan,  residing  in  Shamokin  (she  lias  two  children, 
Harry  W.  and  IMarv)  ; Monroe  H. ; Clayton  A.,  a 
resident  of  Shanjokin,  who  married  Alice  Schlegel, 
and  they  have  had  three  children,  Darlington, 
Clarence  and  Monroe : Ella  J. ; Chester  G.,  who 
married  Elizabeth  Dintinger,  and  they  have  had 
five  children,  Kathleen  A..  Darlington  M'.,  Eliz- 
abeth IT.,  Chester  G.  and  Elizabeth  L.  (the  family 
live  at  Shamokin)  : Howard  C.,  a member  of  the 
Kulp  Planing  IMill  Company,  manufacturers  of 
lumber  and  mill  work,  at  Lewisto^\'Tl,  Pa.,  who 
married  Clara  Eisenhuth,  and  their  children  are 
Eleanora  E.,  Darlington  P.,  Leon  E.,  Sarah.  Mar- 
guerite and  Florence  G. ; and  George  Gilbert. 

HOX.  MOXPOE  H.  KULP  was  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  citizens  of  Shamokin,  and  there  was 
probably  no  one  resident  of  the  place  more  thor- 
oughly identified  with  the  local  welfare.  As  rep- 
resentative of  his  district  in  Congress  for  two 
terms,  and  as  a man  of  extensive  business  inter- 
ests, in  the  development  of  which  he-  showed 
himself  to  be  possessed  of  the  ability  which,  years 
ago,  in  his  fath.er’s  career,  made  the  name  of  Kulp 
famous  in  lumber  circles,  he  had  a reputation  which 
extended  far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  home  cit}x 
He  encouraged  and  started  projects  for  the 
opening  up  of  this  section,  and  showed  his  faith 
in  its  future  by  investing  in  new  public  utilities 
and  in  localities  affected  by  them.  His  high  per- 
sonal qualities  made  him  a popular  figure  for 
many  years,  and  few  men  have  retained  so  promi- 
nent a position  in  any  community  for  so  long  a 
period. 

Mr,  Kulp  lived  in  Shamokin  from  the  age 
of  seven  years.  He  was  born  in  Barto,  Berts 
Co.,  Pa.,  Oct.  23,  1858,  son  of  Darlington  R.  and 
Elizabeth  (Gilbert)  Kulp.  x\ttending  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Shamokin  during  the  winter  months 
in  his  early  boyhood,  between  times  he  did  such 
■work  at  the  collieries  as  those  of  his  age  were  em- 
ployed at,  and  by  the  time  he  was  seventeen  he 
had  worked  at  nearly  every  branch  of  the  coal  in- 
dustry. Then  he  entered  the  store  of  his  father, 
continuing  with  him  after  the  formation,  in  1878, 
of  the  firm  of  Kulp  & McWilliams,  in  whose  em- 
ploy he  gained  his  early  knowledge  of  the  birsiness 
in  which  he  was  so  successful.  However,  he 
began  to  feel  the  need  of  more  schooling,  and  in 
1879  he  entered  the  normal  school  at  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  where  for  two  years  he  studied  the  branches 
he  thought  would  be  jnost  helpful  to  him;  he  then 
•went  to  the  Eastman  Business  College,  at  Pough- 
keepsie, X.  Y.,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1881  with  so  creditable  a record  that  his  work  was 
highly  complimented  by  the  faculty. 

After  this  period  of  study  Mr.  Kulp  returned 
to  Shamokin  and  took  charge  of  the  books  of  Kulp, 
McWilliams  & Co.,  of  which  firm  his  father  was 


sonim-  memlter.  acting  as  bookkeeper  and  cashier 
until  the  dissolution  of  the  company,  in  188(!,  when 
Darlington  R.  Kulp  took  all  the  lumber  interests 
of  the  firm.  Monroe  H.  Kulp  was  made  general 
manager  and  acted  as  such  until  the  spring  of 
1892.  Meantime  he  had  been  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  D.  R.  Kulp  & Son,  who  had  a mercantile 
business  for  three  years  from  the  spring  of  1886. 

In  1892,  when  Darlington  R.  Kulp  was  stricken 
with  the  illness  which  caused  his  death  the  follow- 
ing year,  the  entire  management  of  the  extensive 
interests  fell  upon  Monroe  H.  Kulp.  It  was  no 
small  responsibility,  for  the  Kulps  were  operating 
in  nine  counties  in  Pennsylvania  and  "West  Vir- 
ginia, having  twenty  thousand  acres  in  tiinber 
tracts  and  employing  three  hundred  men.  After 
his  father’s  death,  in  189.3,  having  been  appointed 
an  executor  o,f  the  will,  he  took  entire  charge  of  the 
estate.  Upon  the  settlement  of  the  estate  the 
Monroe  H.  Kulp  & Co.  firm  was  organized,  and 
this  concern  purchased  the  landed  interests  which 
they  afterward  continued  to  conduct.  Mr.  Kulp 
was  president  of  the  Kulp  Lumber  Company  of 
Pennsylvania,  of  the  Kulp  Lumber  Company  of 
Allegany  county,  Md.,  and  of  the  Kulp  Planing 
iMill  Company,  Incorporated,  of  Lewistown,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  Kulp’s  real  estate  holdings  and  investments 
in  Shamokin  enterprises  were  very  considerable. 
Edgewood,  Fairview  and  Kul])mont.  three  delight- 
ful suburbs  of  Shamokin,  owe  their  development  to 
his  activity,  and  his  own  home  at  Edgewood  is  one 
of  the  handsomest  residences  in  or  around  Sha- 
mokin. Edgewood  Park,  the  finest  pleasure  re- 
sort in  the  coal  regions,  is  another  of  his  projects 
brought  to  ideal  completion.  Tlie  excellent  trol- 
ley service  which  Shamokin  and  the  immediate 
vicinity  enjoy  is  due  to  his  efforts  in  the  improve- 
ment of  local  transportation.  He  was  a director  of 
the  Shamokin  Street  Railway  Co.  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  president  of  the  Shamokin  & Edge- 
wood  Electric  Railway  Co.  He  was  president  of  the 
Mount  Equity  Coal  Co.,  and  of  the  Leader  Pub- 
lishing Co.  of  Shamokin ; a director  of  the  Guar- 
antee Trust  & Safe  Deposit  Company  of  Shamokin ; 
and  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lighting  Company.  He 
was  a prominent  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
and  was  serving  as  chairman  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  that  organization.  Hardly  a single  pro- 
ject of  importance  in  recent  years  has  been  pro- 
moted without  his  aid  and  influence,  and  no  one 
citizen  labored  more  disinterestedly  for  the  com- 
mon good.  He  died  Oct.  19,  1911. 

iMr.  Kulp  represented  his  district,  the  Sev- 
enteenth, in  Congress  for  two  terms.  In  1894  he 
was  nominated  without  the  least  solicitation,  and 
his  popularity,  to  sav  nothing  of  the  confidence  he 
inspired,  may  bo  judged  from  the  tact  that  al- 
though a Republican  he  was  successful  at  the 
election,  being  tlie  first  member  of  bis  party  so 
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lionorecl  in  the  district.  He  was  noininatoil  and 
elected  for  a second  tenn,  but  refused  tlie  nomi- 
nation for  a third,  his  business  interests  demanding 
his  undivided  attention.  He  went  into  Congress 
for  the  second  term  by  an  increased  majority,  and 
his  services  throughout  his  membership  in  that 
body  were  eminently  satisfactory.  Ilis  knowledge 
of  land  conditions  Avas  recognized  in  liis  appoint- 
ment to  the  committee  on  Public  Lands,  of  AA’hich 
he  was  sub-chairman,  and  he  was  also  a member  of 
the  Manufacturers  committee. 

j\Ir.  Kulj)  had  many  fraternal  and  social  connec- 
tions, uniting  witli  the  Elks,  the  Eagles,  the  lied 
Men  and  the  IMasons,  in  the  latter  associating  with 
Shamokin  Lodge,  Xo.  2o5,  F.  & A.  iM.  ; Shamokin 
Chapter,  X'o.  ^GL  P.  A.  INF.-.  Shamokin  Command- 
ery,  Xo.  77,  K.  T.  ;■  Philadelphia  Consistory,  thir- 
ty-second degree;  and  Pajah  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  X. 
M.  S.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Cresco 
Club  of  Shamokin,  Avas  a member  of  the  Poss  Club 
of  'Williamsport,  of  the  Manufacturers’  Club  of 
PhiladeliAhia,  and  Union  League  of  Philadelphia. 

On  June  7,  1897.  Mr.  Kiilp  was  united  in  mar- 
riage AA'ith  Sarah  DetAveiler. 

GEORGE  GILBERT  KLHP,  of  Shamokin,  is 
undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  progressive  residents 
of  that  city,  v\’ell  knoAvn  not  only  in  Xorthurnber- 
land  county  but  also  in  other  sections  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  CAcn  outside  of  the  State.  His  busi- 
ness interests  are  numerous  and  varied,  and  he 
has  handled  them  Avith  such  judgment  and  care  as 
to  make  the  most  of  all  their  possibilities.  He  has 
been  a member  of  the  important  lumber  firm  of 
Monroe  H.  Kulp  Co.  from  early  manhood,  and  is 
connected  Avith  many  other  enterprising  concerns, 
in  the  management  of  Avhich  his  ability  has  been 
counted  .an  appreciable  factor,  for  he  is  a Avorthy 
member  of  the  Avell  knoAvn  family  Avhose  name  he 
bears. 

Mr.  Kulp  Avas  l>orn  in  Shamokin  June  15,  1873, 
son  of  Darlington  R.  Kulp  and  grandson  of  Chris- 
tian Kulp. 

George  Gilbert  Kulp  received  an  excellent  edu- 
cation, attending  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
borough,  Ursinus  College,  at  Collegeville,  Pa.,  and 
the  Eastman  Xational  Business  College,  at  Pough- 
keepsie, X.  Y^.,  from  AA’hich  latter  institution  ho 
was  graduated  with  honors.  In  October,  1895,  up- 
on the  organization  of  the  firm  of  Monroe  H. 
Kulp  & Co.,  he  became  a member,  and  the  lumber 
business  has  always  been  his  principal  interest. 
He  is  one  of  the  best  knoAvn  men  in  that  line  in 
his  section  of  Pennsylvania,  his  connections  there- 
in, besides  the  one  just  mentioned,  being  AA'ith  the 
Kulp  Lumber  Company  of  l\Fa ryland  and  the  Kulp 
Planing  Mill  Company,  of  LewistoAvn,  Milllin  Co., 
Pa.,  he  being  vice-president  of  both  these  con- 
cerns. The  plant  of  the  latter  firm,  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  lumber  and  mill  Avork,  is  one  of  the 


laygest  and  most  conpilete  along  the  line  of  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  between  Pittsburg  and 
Philadelphia.  He  is  also  a director  of  the  Colum- 
bia Co.,  manufacturers  of  cime  seats,  Avith  head- 
quarters at  Jersey  City,  XeAV  Jensey. 

Mr.  Kulp's  progressive  instincts.  hoAvever,  have 
led  him  to  aid  Avith  his  capital  and  influence  oth- 
er undertakings  Avhich  not  only  promised  profit 
but  benefit  to  the  community,  and  thus  he  Avas  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Shamokin  & EdgeAVOod 
Electric  Railway  Com}>any,  and  EdgcAvood  Park, 
of  Avhich  he  is  vice-president : he  is  vice-president, 
treasurer  and  executive  manager  of  the  Leader 
I’ublishing  Company ; a director  of  the  Mount 
Equity  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  of  Riddlesburg, 
Bedford  Co.,  Pa.,  and  a member  of  the  firm  of 
Kulp  & Savidge,  Avhich  developed  the  suburbs  of 
EdgeAvood  and  FairvioAV.  His  interest  in  local 
institutions  has  aided  them  materially,  his  ideas 
being  thoroughly  up-to-date  and  for  the  good  of 
the  people  generally.  He  has  a genial,  unselfish 
nature,  Avhich  has  made  him  many  friends,  and  he 
has  a personal  reputation  above  reproach. 

Mr.  Kulp  is  a member  of  the  Elks,  of  Avhich  he  is 
a past  exalted  ruler,  and  of  the  iMasonic  fraternity, 
in  the  latter  connection  having  been  one  of  the 
organizers  and  belonging  to  Shamokin  Lodge.  Xo. 
355,  F.  & A.  M.,  Shamokin  Chapter,  Xo.  2GL  R. 
A.  IM.,  Shamokin  Commandery,  Xo.  77,  K.  T., 
Williamsport  Consistory,  thirty-second  de.gree,  and 
Rajah  Temple.  A.  A.  0.  X.  M.  S..  of  Reading. 
Pa.  In  1905  he  represented  the  Shrine  at  the  im- 
perial council  held  at  Xiagara  Falls  and  in  1906 
he  represented  it  at  Ims  Angeles.  He  is  a prom- 
inent member  of  the  Larry’s  Creek  Fish  and  Game 
Club,  of  Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  is 
also  a member  of  Cresco  Club. 

On  Oct.  26,  1899,  Mr.  Kulp  married  Florence 
Billmeyer,  daughter  of  ex-Congressman  Billmeyer, 
of  Washingtonville,  Montour  county,  and  they  have 
had  tAvo  sons,  both  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 

TflOMPSOFT  BOWER,  late  of  WatsontoAvn, 
Xorthumberland  county,  AA'as  a resident  of  that 
borough  for  a cpiarter  of  a century  before  his  death, 
and  for  tAventy  years  Avas  the  efficient  president 
of  the  Watsontown  Xational  Bank,  which  Avas  the 
first  bank  in  tbe  borough  and  for  several  years  the 
only  financial  institution  there.  He  Avas  a native 
of  Lycoming  county.  Pa.,  born  in  Washington 
toAvnship  March  9,  1826,  son  of  John  Bower  and 
grandson  of  George  BoAver. 

George  BoAver,  the  grandfather,  served  set'en 
years  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  Avar.  He 
and  his  Avife,  Avhose  maiden  name  was  Thompson, 
are  buried  at  the  Stone  Church  in  Brady  toAAm- 
ship,  Lycoming  county.  They  Avero  the  parents  of 
the  folloAving  children:  George,  Avho  marrioAl:  iMar- 
tha,  Mrs.  Smith,  Avho  moved  to  Xtw  Y'ork;  Eliza- 
beth, Mrs.  Farley;  Eve,  Mrs.  Henting;  IMrs.  Syph- 
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er,  who  diod  ]\ray  lu,  18S3  : Ellen,  Mrs.  AVilliam 
Autis,  who  died  May  11,  1883  ; and  John. 

John  Bower,  son  of  (ieorge,  was  born  in  1799 
in  Xew  Jersey,,  and  died  in  187'2.  He  married 
Sarah  Quinn,  who  was  horn  in  Ireland  in  1793, 
and  they  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in 
Lycoming  county.  Pa.  Their  children  were  as  fol- 
lows: (1)  dames  Q.  married  Elizabeth  Sedan  and 
moved  to  Illinois,  where  she  died  and  he  remar- 
ried; there  were  six  children  hv  the  first  union, 
Eohert,  William,  Ann  E.,  Jennie,  Ella  and  James, 
and  five  by  the  second  ; dames  Q.  Bower  died  April 
27,  190U.  (2)  Thompson,  twin  of  dames  Q.,  is 

mentioned  below.  (3)  Lewis  married  Tisha  Lem- 
on and  died  Oct.  G,  1907.  (4)  Mary  Ellen  married 

Daniel  Fciresman  and  has  daughters  Sallie  (wife 
of  James  Piatt  and  mother  of  two  children)  and 
Magg  ie  (a  trained  nurse). 

Thompson  Bower  was  feared  on  a farm  and  con- 
tinued to  follow  agricultural  pursuits  for  a num- 
ber of  Years  after  beginning  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count,  living  in  Lycoming  county  and  later  in 
Union  county  prior  to  his  removal  to  Watsontown, 
in  1884.  In  1883  ho  had  purchased  the  large 
brick  bouse  wb.icb  be  and  bis  family  occupied 
from  the  time  of  their  settlement  at  that  place, 
and  which  is  the  oldest  bouse  in  the  borough.  He 
retained  valuable  interests  in  Union  county,  own- 
ing several  large  and  fertile  farms  there.  After 
taking  up  his  residence  in  Watsontown  he  was 
prominently  connected  with  its  most  important 
business  interests,  and  for  twenty  years  was  the 
executive  bead  of  the  Watsontown  Xational  Bank, 
which  owes  much  of  its  high  standing  to  his  wise 
policy  and  shrewd  direction  of  affairs.  While  liv- 
ing in  the  country  l\Ir.  Bower  served  his  commun- 
ity as  member  of  the  school  board,  but  he  took 
no  part  in  public  life  during  his  residence  in 
Watsontown.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and 
a Lutheran  in  religion,  holding  membership  in 
the  First  Lutheran  Church  in  Watsontown,  which 
he  served  as  elder  for  many  years. 

On  Xov.  15,  1848,  i\rr.  Bower  married  Catha- 
rine A.  Gosh,  who  was  liorn  in  Black  Hole  Val- 
ley, in  Lycoming  county.  Pa.,  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian and  IMargaret  (Dietrich)  Gosh,  later"  of 
Xorthumberland  countv.  Her  grandparents.  Chris- 
tian and  Catharine  (Wiest)  Gosh,  were  natives  of 
Holland,  and  coming  to  America  settled  in  Ly- 
coming county.  Their  children  were  Christian, 
Daniel  and  .Tfilin  (wlio  married  a ^liss  Coats,  of 
Philadelphia).  Christian  Gosh,  father  of  Mrs. 
Bower,  was  born  in  1807.  and  died  in  1871.  He 
married  Margaret  Dietrich,  who  was  l)orn  in  1809, 
daughter  of  Frederich  Dietrich  and  his  wife  (whose 
maiden  name  was  Knauer),  natives  of  Columbia 
county.  Pa.,  and  among  the  early  settlers  in  Black 
Hole  Valley.  IMrs.  IMargaret  (Dietrich)  Gosh  was 
the  mother  of  five  children:  Levi,  who  died  in 
1854;  Dr.  John,  who  married  a Hancock,  and 


died  July  2 7,  1877;  Frederich,  who  married  a 
Miss  Armstrong:  Ellen  M.,  who  married  Dr,  J. 
P.  Harley  and  had  children,  Margaret.  Bertha, 
Lulu,  and  Dr.  John  ((jf  .Williamsport,  Pa.);  and 
Catharine  A.,  IMrs.  Thompson  Bower. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bower  reared  three  children; 
Laure  E.  married  K.  iM.  Griffee  and  had  a daugh- 
ter Catharine;  John  G.,  now  a resident  of  Hagers- 
town, Md.,  married  Ada  Follmer  ami  has  children 
John  and  Holland  (John  G.  Bower  went  to  Europe 
in  1907  and  sjient  some  time  in  travel)  : Dlaggio 
G.  married  George  W.  Crane,  who  died  Feh.  3, 
1900,  and  she  and  her  children,  Thompson  B.,. 
Margarette  B.  and  Catharine  B.,  went  to  reside 
with  her  parents.  They  have  an  ideal  household. 
Though  long  past  man's  allotted  span  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  Mr.  Bower  continued  hale  and  ener- 
getic to  the,  end,  pursuing  life's  work  with  una- 
bated interest,  and  he  enjoyed  a most  honorable 
position  in  the  community,  commanding  thh  es- 
teem of  all  who  knew  him. 

FEKDIXAXD  KEPLIX  IIILI.  was  l)orn  at 
Selin.'grove,  Snyder  Co.,  Pa..  Oct.  5.  1850.  In 
1858  he,  with  his  father.  George  Hill,  who  was 
a practicing  lawyer,  moved  to  Sunhury,  Pa.,  where 
he  has  since  resided  with  the  exception  of  several 
years  which  he  spent  in  Illinois.  He  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  home  town,  studying 
also  for  some  time  at  the  Wiley  Academy  in  Mil- 
ton,  Pa.,  and  at  the  Kremer  Academy  in  Sun- 
hury. He  studied  law  with  his  fath.er  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Xorthumberland  county  bar  in  1871. 
In  January,  1872.  he  went  West  and  settled  at 
Freeport,  111.  He  was  admitted  by  the  Hiinois 
Supreme  court  to  practice  law  anywhere  in  the 
State.  While  in  Freeport  he  was  elected  to  the 
otfice  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  after  serving 
a year  and  a half  resigned  his  commission  and 
returned  to  Sunhury,  Pa.,  where  he  entered  into- 
partnership  with  his  father  in  the  ]n'actice  of  law. 
After  being  ten  years  in  the  law  Imsine-s  ho  re- 
tired to  engage  in  other  pursuits.  On  April  1, 
1892,  he  assumed  the  management  of  the  Sun- 
hury American,  one  of  the  pioneer  Pepuhlican 
newspapers  of  the  State,  founded  by  the  late  Henrv 
B.  Masser,  in  1840.  On  Dec.  Ki.  1893,  Mr.  Hiii 
established  the  daily  Errniug  If  cm.  and  made  it 
a successful  and  important  publication.  In  July. 
1904,  he  retired  from  the  new.-paper  business  to 
give  his  whole  time  to  the  business  of  the  post 
office,  as  postmaster,  which  office  he  held  from  April 
27.  1901,  to  Itfarch  31.  P»ll. 

On  Dec.  G,  1877.  iMr.  Hill  was  married  to  Pachel 
Jane  Packer,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Hon. 
John  B.  Packer,  of  Sunhury,  Pa.  Three  children 
were  horn  to  them:  William  Cameron.  Mary  IMar- 
tha,  and  Xelle  Packer,  wife  of  51r.  Frank  L. 
IJahe,  of  Philadelphia.  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Hill  has  always  taken  a deep  interest  in 
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tile  affairs  of  iiis  town.  He  was  ajipointed  as  a 
member  of  tlie  first  board  of  iiealtii  estaliiisiied 
in  tile  piace,  and  served  tiiree  years.  He  aiso 
served  a term  as  scliool  director,  and  largely 
througli  his  exertions  tlie  cause  of  modern  school 
buildings  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  his  fel- 
low members  of  tlie  lioard  and  the  jieopie  id'  tin' 
town.  The  result  was  the  large  and . handsome 
high  school  Iniilding.  the  pride  of  the  town,  whicli 
stands  on  Fifth  street,  which  was  ]danned  ami 
built  during  his  term  and  was  the  forerunner  of 
several  other  fine  Imildings,  erected  since. 

Hill  has  always  devoted  a great  portion 
of  his  time  to  the  science  and  stiuH  of  music,  and 
has  for  many  years  been  closely  identified  with 
the  musical  development  of  his  town.  He  has  al- 
ways advised  and  encouraged  the  cultivation  of  the 
higher  order  of  music,  especially  the  classics  of 
the  old  masters.  He  served  over  thirty-five  years 
as  organist  of  the  First  lieformed  Church  of  Sun- 
bury,  and  has  written  considerable  music,  princi- 
pally for  church  service.  Among  his  compositions 
is  the  music  of  the  comic  opera  “Bhoda,"  the 
libretto  of  which  was  written  by  the  late  Gilbert 
T.  Israel.  The  opera  has  never  been  given  on  the 
professional  stage,  imt  has  had  many  renditions, 
at  different  times,  by  amateur  companies  for  chari- 
table benefits,  and  never  failed  to  receive  enthusi- 
astic applause  by  large  audiences. 

J.  SIMPSOX  KLIXE,  attorney,  of  Sunimry, 
local  counsel  for  Hie  Pennsylvania  and  A'orthern 
Centra!  Bailway  Companies  in  A'orthumherland 
county,  is  a native  of  Upper  Augusta  township 
and  a member  of  an  old  Pennsylvania  family  which 
long  ago  settled  in  this  county.  The  family  came 
from  England  to  Xew  Jersey,  and  thence  to  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Isaac  Kline,  his  grandfather,  was  a native  of 
A”orthund)erland  county,  and  followed  farming 
near  Sunhurv.  in  the  village  of  Kline's  Grove. 
He  married  Elizabeth  DeWitt,  and  reared  a good- 
sized  family. 

Harmon  G.  Kline,  .son  of  Isaac,  was  born  in 
Xorthumberland  county  in  1818,  and  became  a 
lifelong  farmer,  as  was  his  father  before  him.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  liberal  with  both  his  time  and 
means  in  endeavoring  to  advance  its  interests.  He 
married  Mary  Bassett,  who  was  born  in  18-1, 
daughter  of  Luther  Bassett,  a native  of  Xew  Jer- 
sey, who  I’omoved  to  Xorthumberland  county,  and 
followed  farming  there,  living  to  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kline 
enjoyed  more  than  half  a century  of  wedded  happi- 
ness. Mr.  Kline  has  been  deceaseil  several  }ears. 
Mrs.  Kline  is  living  and  in  good  health,  in  her 
ninety-first  year.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  who  all  grew  to  maturity,  the  survivors 
being  men  and  women  of  real  value  to  their  several 
55 


communities:  (1)  Dr.  Luther  B.  was  educated 

in  rile  Sunhurv  jmblic  schools,  and  jrrofessionally 
in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia.  Since 
his  graduation  he  has  been  practicing  at  Cata- 
wissa,  Columbia  county.  He  was  vice  president 
of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society  in 
PH 0-11.  {'f)  Elisha  B.  graduated  at  Williams- 

port Dickinson  Seminary,  read  law  with  Hon.  S. 
P.  Wolverton,  and  was  just  i-eady  for  admission 
to 'the  bar  when  he  died.  (3)  Elizabeth  Cecelia 
was  also  sent  to  Williamsport  Seminary,  and  after 
finishing  her  course  married  H.  C.  AVallize.  (4) 
George  M.  was  educated  at  Williamsport,  and  is 
now  a merchant  in  Union  countv.  Pa.  (5)  ]\Iai'- 
garet  Eleanor  was  educated  at  Dickinson  Seminary, 
and  is  the  widow  of  L Lewis  Bender.  She  re- 
sides with  her  son.  Prof.  Harold  if.  Bender’,  of 
Princeton  University.  (6)  Dr.  David  C.  attended 
Bloornsbui’g  rrormal  school,  Dickinson  Seminary, 
and  Hahnemann  Medical  College,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  was  gr-aduated  in  1883.  The  same 
year,  he  settled  at  Beading,  Pa.,  where  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  practice.  He  is  ex-president 
of  the  Homeopathic  State  Medical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania.  (7)  I.  Clinton  was  educated  at 
Bloomsburg  normal  school.  Uniim  Seminary,  Buck- 
nell  Academy,  and  Lafayette  College,  receiving  the 
A,  B.  and  A.  M.  degrees  from  the  latter  institu- 
tion. He  read  law  with  Hon.  John  B.  Packer 
and  has  practiced  in  Sunhurv  since  1894.  (8) 

J.  Simpson  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth.  (9) 
Bachel  Estelle, is  the  wife  of  Prof.  William  S. 
Hall,  who  is  head  of  the  Department  of  ^Mining 
Engineering  of  Lafayette  College.  He  is  author 
of  several  college  text-books  on  mathematics. 

J.  Simpson  Kline  was  born  in  Tapper  Augusta 
township,  A’orthumberland  county,  and  during  his 
boyhood  worked  on  the  farm  and  attended  country 
school.  He  was  also  a student  of  Union  Seminary, 
at  A'ew  Berlin,  and  of  Lafayette  C(dlege,  at  East- 
on, and  taught  school  for  a time  at  Bloonislairg. 
There  he  read  law  with  Charles  G.  Barkley,  Esc|.. 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  X'orthumberland  county 
in  Februarv,  1891.  and  has  since  licen  engaged  in 
practice  at  Sunbury.  At  Ihe  clo.^c  of  that  year  In- 
entered  the  office  of  James  C.  Packer,  Esq.,  with 
whom  he  was  associated  professionally  in  the  set- 
tlement of  the  Packer  estate.  He  has  attained 
])rominence  in  his  profession,  served  several  years 
as  borough  solicitor  for  Sunhurv  and  Xorthumber- 
land. and  is  now  local  counsel  for  the  Pennsylvania 
and  Xorthern  Central  Bailway  Companies.  He  is 
also  attorney  for  the  First  Xational  Bank  of  Sun- 
burv,  and  a director  of  that  bank. 

iMr.  Kline  has  been  active  in  the  IMasonic  fra- 
ternity, being  jiast  master  of  Knapp  Lodge.  A'o. 
4()’L  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Berwick.  Pa.;  [last  master  of 
Maclay  Lodge,  A^o.  03’-*.  F.  & A.  M..  at  Sunbury. 
and  secretary  of  the  latter;  past  high  priest  of 
A'orrhumberland  Chajiter,  Xo.  171,  B.  A.  M. ; 
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iiiemlior  of  ’^roiint  llormon  L'oininanderv,  Xo.  S'. 
K.  T.,  of  Sunbiirv  : and  of  Irem  Temple,  A.  A.  0. 
X.  M.  S.,  of  W'llkos-Barre,  Pennsylvania. 

BROSIOUS  or.  BROSIUS,  two  of  tlie  common- 
est forms  in  wliicTi  this  name  is  found,  is  the 
patronymic  of  a family  now  nnmerously  represent- 
ed in  X’orthumherland  county,  where  several  dis- 
tinct branches  reside.  It  is  said  that  the  family 
was  settled  in  Lancaster  county  before  comin,<i  to 
this  region,  and  that  Sebastian  Brosius,  from  whom 
many  of  tiie  name  trace  their  line,  came  from 
that  county.  About  ITSU  he  ot)tained  from  Wil- 
liam Dunbar  a traet  of  land  in  the  lower  end  of 
this  county  upon  hich  Dalmatia  ( (Georgetown  ) 
is  now  located,  and  this  lan<l  he  left  to  his  son 
John  George  Brosius.  who  opened  a store  and 
erected  a mill.  This  mill  as  originally  built  bv 
George  Brosius  was  a log  structure,  situated  on 
the  Stone  Yalley  creek  at  the  lower  end  of  Dal- 
matia, and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  in  the 
southern  ]>art  of  Xorthumherland  county. 
scquently  Itecarne  known  as  tlm  AVitmer  mdllw'Se- 
bastian  Brosius  must  have  been  in  Adus  section 
before  the  land  transaction  mentioned,  as  in  1TT5, 
when  Mahanoy  township  was  organized,  he  became 
its  first  constaUe.  ITifortimately  he  left  no  will, 
and  there  seem  to  lie  no  records  to  show  definitely 
who  his  children  wei’C.  but  the  following  were 
undoubtedly  his  sons:  Peter,  Abraham,  John  (head 
of  the  Lower  Mahanov  branch)  and  another  son 
who  founded  the  Jordan  township  branch. 

IVIemhers  of  the  family  were  also  in  Berks  coun- 
ty, Pa.  The  last  will  and  testament  of  one  Xich- 
olas  Brosius,  of  the  borough  of  Reading,  on  record 
in  Will  Book  3,  page  134,  at  the  Berks  county 
courthouse,  was  proved  June  28,  ITDO.  He  was 
niarried  Feb.  12,  1180,  and  his  wife  Frances  was 
appointed  executrix.  They  had  no  children.  His 
only  brother,  Henry  Brosius,  “shall  have  all  my 
wearing  apparel  of  every  kind  whatsoever,  together 
with  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  in  gold  and  silver 
money,  all  to  be  settled  by  my  executors  tliree 
months  after  mv  decease:  rest  shall  belong  to  my 
beloved  wife  Frances,  who  shall  be  my  sole  heir 
and  executor.”  This  Xicholas  Brosius  died  at 
Reading  in  June,  1100. 

In  180G,  when  Alahanoy  township,  which  origin- 
ally embraced  all  that  area  now  divided  into  .Tack- 
son,  Washington,  Fpper  Alahanov,  Jordan  and 
Hiwer  Alahanoy  townships,  was  divided,  one  Xich- 
olas Brosius  was  one  of  the  supervisors  of  that 
section  now  called  IT))per  Afahanov.  and  Abraham 
Brosius  was  one  of  the  two  overseers  of  the  poor 
of  said  town.ddp.  In  184-1  George  Brosius  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Georgetown  Church, 
Lntlieran  and  Reformed. 

.Among  the  records  at  the  Himmel  Church  we 
find:  Xicolaus  Brosius,  born  Dec.  23,  17.14,  died 


Dee.  13,  1833.  .But  wc  als.-.  find  that  one  Xiehedas 
Brosius  died  Dec.  6,  1832.  and  his  wife  Anna  or 
Ann  died  Oct.  30,  1830.  Their  sons  were  Xicho- 
las, George,  Peter  (who  lived  in_Xew  A’ork), 
Alichael  (?)  and  .Joim,  and  there  was  evidentlv  a 
daughter  Llizabeth,  horn  Aug.  10,  1780,  who  died 
Alarch  20,  1821.  Of  these,  George,  burn  March 
2.'),  1788,  died  Oct.  1,  18,14:  his  wife,  .Eve  Cath- 
arine. tlaughter  of  Alichael  and  Itosana  Schafer, 
born  May  30,  1792,  died  April  11.  1SG8. 

John  Brosius.  evidently  =on  of  Xicholas  and 
Ann.  was  born  duly  2,  1790,  and  was  a farmer  ly 
occu])ation.  In  Ins  earlier  years  he  lived  near 
Hickory  Corners,  where  Jacob  Phillips  now  re- 
sides. later  settling  on  the  place  now  occupied  bv 
David  H.  Witmer,  and  there  he  died.  Sept.  30, 
18G1:  he  is  buried  at  Georgetown.  He  married 
Catharine  - Spotts,  who  was  born  Jan.  1.1.  179-1, 
daughter  of  .Tohn  Spotts,  and  died  Dec.  2 7.  1878, 
when  nearly  eighty-t'our  years  old.  They  had  the 
following  children:  Charles:  Sarah,  who  never 
^niarried;  1819,  who  died  in 

-TS'7'-1;  and  Xapoleon.  ivho  lived  near  Alount  Pleas- 
ant, Pennsylvania. 

Charles  Brosius,  son  i.if  .John,  was  born  in  Lower 
Alahanoy  township,  and  lived  on  the  Brosius  home- 
stead, the  farm  now  occupied  l)v  David  H.  AVit- 
mer.  He  followed  farming  througl'LOut  his  active 
years,  retiring  some  years  before  his  death,  v.diich 
occurred  Feb.  4,  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventv-four 
years,  four  month.s,  twenty-nine  days.  He  is  bur- 
ied at  Zion's  Stone  ATilley  Cliurch,  of  wiiicli  he 
was  a Lutheran  member,  all  his  lamilv  also  be- 
longing there.  He  was  active  in  the  life  of  Ids 
congregation,  holding  several  church  ofticcs.  His 
wife  was  Reliecca  Emorick,  daughter  of  Alichael 
Emerick,  and  their  children  were  the  following: 
George:  Henry:  Isaac  E. : (Charles,  horn  in  1862, 
who  died  in  lSG-5  : Catharine,  who  never  married; 
Sarah,  mariied  to  AVilliam  Scheib  (they  live  near 
Gratz.  Pa.);  Susanna,  wife  of  Henry  Fetterolf : 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Foster  Spotts.  of  ATiliey 
A'iew.  Pa.:  and  Louisa,  who  niarried  .Alexander 
Dc].'pen. 

(George -Brosius,  son  of  Charles,  was  born  at 
Dalmatia,  and  like  his  immediate  ancestors  became 
a farmer,  living  in  the  Alahantango  AMlley,  wiiere 
he  owned  the  farm  now  ladonging  to^.Vlc.xander 
Dejjpen.  He  also  followed  the  butcher  business  for 
some  years.  He  took  some  part  in  local  affairs, 
serving  as  school  director,  was  a Republican  in 
politics,  and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Stone 
\hilley  Church,  in  which  he  held  the  office  of  dea- 
con. He  died  Dec.  10,  1883,  aged  forty-two  years, 
eleven  montiis.  sixteen  days,  and  is  buried  at  the 
Stone  Ahilley  Church.  His  wife  .Sojihia  (Trego), 
daughter  of  Samuel  4’rego.  was  born  Oct.  8.  1837, 
and  died  Dec.  27,  1877,  and  is  also  buried  at  the 
Stone  Valley  Church.  T’hey  had  the  following 
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c-!iil(li'cii  : Jolin  F..  Mary  (]\[rs.  Gerre  Ifedccrt), 
Sarah  (iirs.  John  F.  Bastiess),  Charles  If.  and 
Samuel  (died  aged  ten  years). 

Joirx  F.  lUiosrors,  son  of  George,  a merch.ant 
of  Dalmatia  (Georgetown),  was  horn  Aug.  (!,  1863, 
where  he  still  lives,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  puhlic  schools.  Tie  passed  his  bovhood  upon 
the  farm,  assisting  with  the  agricultural  work  and 
also  helping  his  fatiier  in  the  butcher  Imsiness  for 
several  years.  He  then  became  clerk  in  a hotel 
at  Hentdon,  being  thus  engaged  for  two  years,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty  he  wont  nut  to  Ogle  county, 
111.,  where  he  did  farm  work  for  about  one  year. 
After  his  mari  iage  be  began  clerking  in  a hotel 
in  his  native  township,  continuing  in  that  posi- 
tion three  years,  until  lie  engaged  in  the  livery 
business,  in  Dalmatia,  in  1891,  on  his  own  ac- 
count. xVfter  conducting  same  about  one  and  a 
half  years  he  sold  out  and  entered  the  bottling 
business,  which  he  carried  on  altogether  about  tif- 
teen  years,  during  which  time,  however,  he  was 
also  engaged  as  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  "Xa- 
tional  Hoter"  at  Dalmatia,  the  leading  hotel  of  the 
town.  lie  was  interested  in  the  hotel  business  for 
si.x  and  a half  years,  selling  his  property 
and  good  will  in  1908  to  Jacob  Binga- 
man,  the  present  proprietor.  Since  the 
spring  of  1910  Mr.  Brosious  has  had  a 
general  mercantile  and  drug  business  at  Dalmatia, 
carrying  a full  stock  in  both  lines,  and  he  is  agent 
and  distributer  for  various  kinds  of  farm  imple- 
ments and  vehicles  of  every  description.  In  this 
connection  he  handles  the  famous  Miftlinburg 
(Pa.)  and  Michigan  buggies  and  other  vehicles, 
in*  which  line  he  has  a large  trade  ; has  the  dis- 
trict agency  of  the  DeLaval  cream  separators,  of 
which  he  has  stild  many  in  his  section  of  the  corrn- 
ty  ; is  agent  for  a number  of  different  harvesting 
machines,  many  makes  of  plows  and  harrows  and 
farm  supplies  of  various  kinds,  doing  the  largest 
business  of  the  kinrl  in  the  territory  south  of 
Line  Mountain.  Stoves,  heating  apparatus  and 
bathroom  supplies  constitute  anotlier  line  in  which 
he  has  built  up  a profitable  trade.  Mr.  Brosious 
is  vice-president  and  a director  of  the  Mahanoy 
& Mahantango  Telephone  Company,  director  and 
manager  of  the  Aluminum  Paint  & Tile  Comjiany. 
of  Dalmatia  (which  employs  six  men),  is  the  own- 
er of  considerable  real  estate  in  Dalmatia,  and 
an  all-around  man  of  affairs  in  his  community, 
where  he  is  regarded  as  a leading  business  man. 
and  a citizen  whose  public  spirit  and  progressive 
influence  have  done  mucli  for  tb.e  general  welfare. 
He  has  gained  his  substantial  position  through  his 
own  efforts,  and  the  high  standing  he  enjoys  is 
the  result  of  a consistent  career  of  honorable  deal- 
ings and  the  ]uirsuit  of  creditable  ambitious.  His 
financial  acumen  and  trustworthy  character  were 
recognized  by  his  selection  to  the  office  of  treasurer 
of  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  a position  he  filled 


for  inanv  years.  IB'  is  a Krpublicau  in  politics, 
socially  is  identified  with  the  Jr.  0.  'L.  A.  M., 
John  B.  Packer  Conmil.  Xo.  Sod,  of  Dalmatia 
(of  which  he  was  elected  treasurer  in  1896,  two 
months  after  joining,  and  has  filled  the  office  ever 
since),  and  with  the  I.  0.  (J.  F.,  Lodge  Xo.  864 
at  Herndon,  and  in  religion  is  a Lutheran.  He 
belongs  to  the  Lutheran  congregation  at  Dalmatia 
Union  Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a Peformed 
member,  and  served  four  years  as  deacon,  declin- 
ing another  two  years'  term. 

On  Sept.  3,  1887.  Mr.  Brosious  married  Mary 
G.  Fmerick,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  ( Spotts  ) 
Fmerick,  and  granddaughter  of  John  and  Anna 
(Charles)  Fmerick.  They  have  four  children:  Al- 
bert Fugene,  Harry  F.  (born  Jan.  17,  1893), 
Leotta  C.  and  Anna  S. 

Ch.vrles  IL  Buosious.  who  conducts  a livery 
business  at  Dalmatia,  was  born  April  22.  1870, 
in  Ijower  Mahanoy  township,  sort  of  George  and 
Sophia  (T_rgg'o)  Brosius.  He  was  reared  upon  the 
farm,  and  did  farm  work  from  the  time  he  com- 
menced regular  employment,  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen, until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen.  The 
next  year  he  clerked  in  a hotel,  and  then  became 
traveling  salesman  for  D.  F.  'Witmer,  joltber  and 
manufacturer  of  confectionery,  of  Herndon,  fol- 
lowing this  line  of  work  for  three  years.  For  the 
next  two  years  be  was  engaged  as  bar  clerk  at 
Tower  City  and  Lykens,  after  which  he  married 
and  returned  to  Dalmatia,  bis  early  home.  For 
several  years  he  followed  different  kinds  of  work, 
until  he  entered  the  hack  business  in  1900,  for 
Dr.  M.  L.  Fmerick  of  Hickory  Corners.  Three 
years  later  he  begair  the  livery  business  which  he 
has  since  continued,  and  in  which  he  has  now  an 
extensive  custom,  b.aving  an  up-to-date  stable,  ten 
horses  and  excellent  equipment.  He  lias  the  repu- 
tation of  always  keeping  reliable  teams,  and  fre- 
quently has  calls  to  take  out  parties.  iMr.  Brosious 
has  built  up  a good  business  by  faithful  attention 
to  the  wants  of  his  patrons,  and  he  has  been  thrifty 
of  his  earnings,  having  bought  his  own  residence, 
owns  several  lots  in  the  borough,  and  has  real  es- 
tate in  'Washington,  D.  C.  He  is  a thoroughly  re- 
.spected  citizen,  enjoying  the  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him. 

In  1896  iMr.  Brosious  married  Katie  Seachrist, 
daughter  of  John  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Zerbe) 
Seachrist,  and  they  have  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren: Laura  i\[.,  Jolm  E..  Ella  M.,  Charles  E., 
Catharine  M.,  George  E..  Ralph  E.  and  William 
E.  Mr.  Brosious  and  his  family  worship  with 
the  Lutheran  congregation  at  Dalmatia.  Political- 
ly he  is  a Republican.  , 

Isaac  E.  Brosious,  son  of  Charles  and  Rebecca 
(Fmerick)  Brosious,  was  born  Xov.  19,  1832,  iu 
Lower  iMahanoy  township,  where  he  was  reared, 
and  whore  he  continued  to  live  until  1890.  From 
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boyhood  he  was  trained  to  agTicultnral  life,  wliicli 
he  has  always  followed,  and  in  1890  he  moved  to 
the  farm  near  Selins  Grove  Junction,  in  the  lower 
end  of  Upper-  Augusta  township,  this  county, 
which  he  has  since  occupied,  cultivating  the  land 
on  shares.  There  are  140  acres  of  cleared  land 
in  this’property,  and  Mr.  Brosious  has  acquired  a 
valuable  farm  stock  during  the  twenty  years  he  has 
been  on  this  place,  which  he  has  placed  in  excel- 
lent condition  l)v  his  intelligent  and  thrifty  meth- 
ods. Mr.  Brosious  is  a Eepublican,  and  is  serving 
his  second  term  as  school  director  of  Upper  Au- 
gusta towiisjhip,  having  been  last  elected  in  the 
spring  of  1910.  He  and  his  family  worship  in 
the  old  Lutheran  Church,  St.  Elias  Church  in 
Hollowing  Run,  where  he  is  serving  Ids  second 
term  as  elder. 

On  Nov.  17,  1877,  Mr.  Brosious  married  Lizzie 
Weaver,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Annie  (Bona- 
witz)  AVeaver,  of  Mahantango,  the  former  a native 
of  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  where  he  died  and 
is  buried,  his  grave  being  at  the  Bingaman  Evan- 
gelical Church  at  the  coailityi line.  Mrs.  Brosious's 
grandfather  was  Henry  Weaver,  who  also  lived  in 
Low’er  Mahanoy  township,  later  moving  to  Juni- 
ata county,  where  he  died  and  is  buried.  Fifteen 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Bros- 
ious, as  follows:  Charles  H. ; Jonathan  A.,  de- 
ceased in  infancy ; Arthur  P.,  of  L'pper  Augusta 
township,  who  married  Alary  Drumm ; AA^’iHiam  I. ; 
Forrest  E.,  of  Lower  Augusta  township,  who  mar- 
ried Ahrgie  Brosius;  Stella  AL,  who  married 
Charles  Brosious,  a contractor  of  Sunbury ; Car- 
tie  AL,  unmarried,  who  lives  at  home;  Lizzie  A., 
wife  of  M'illiam  I).  Wolf;  a son  that  died  in  in- 
fancy ; Beulah  D.  and  Anna  C.,  both  of  whom 
are  unmarried . and  at  home ; and  Eben  T.,  Flos- 
sie H.,  Leroy  and  E.  G.,  all  of  whom  are  attend- 
ing school. 

Cil-UiLKS  H.  Biiosiors,  son  of  Isaac  E.,  was  born 
Alarcli  4,  1880,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  and 
there  attended  the  common  schools.  He  was  reared 
to  farming,  which  he  followed  as  assistant  to  his 
father  in  his  youth,  continuing  to  live  with  bis 
parents  until  1904.  That  year  he  moved  to  Sun- 
bury, where  he  continued  to  reside  for  a yeat  and 
a half,  following  which  he  was  located  at  Lime- 
stone, in  Upper  Augusta  township,  for  four  years, 
in  the  spring  of  1010  settling  at  his  present  iicrae 
in  the  central  part  of  Rockefeller  township,  at 
the  Center  (Shipman)  sclioolhouse.  It  was  at  one 
time  the  Daniel  Conrad  h'omestead.  later  owned 
by  William  iti  truing,  and  consists  of  seventy-one 
acres  of  fertile  land,  with  good  buildings  anrl  \ari- 
ous  modern  improvetnents.  Everything  about  the 
property  is  in  excellent  condition,  and  Air.  Bros- 
ious has  up-to-date  machinery  and  the  necessary 
equipment  for  carrying  on  his  work  profitably  ami 
expeditiously.  He  has  a silo,  and  is  wide-awake 
in  adopting  anv  approved  ajtparatus  ttr  methods 


for  facilitating  good  work,  being  regarded  as  one 
of  the  enterprising  young  farmers  of  his  section. 
The  farm  is  sure  to  improve  materially  under  his 
energetic  management.  For  nine  years  Air.  Bros- 
ious was  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  conduct- 
ing a daily  milk  route  to  Sunbury. 

On  July  9,  1904,  Air.  Brosious  married  Katie 
Alay  Foy,  daughter  of  Daniel  B.  and  Sallie  AI. 
(Rebuck)  Foy,  of  Rockefeller  township,  and  they 
have  one  daughter,  Ellen  Alay.  Air.  Brosious  and 
his  family  worship  at  the  Hollowing  Run  Luth- 
eran Church.  Socially  he  holds  membership  in 
Lodge  No.  ’103,  I.  0.  6.  F.,  of  Sunbury. 

AATlliam  I.  Brosious.  sou  of  * Isaac  E., 
was  born  June  2,  1883,  in  Lower  Alahanoy  town- 
ship, Xorthumberland  county,  and  there  began 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  AVhen  he 
was  in  his.  seventh  year  his  parents  moved  to 
their  present  home  in  Upper  Augusta  township, 
and  he  continued  to  work  for  them  on  the  farm 
until  ho  reached  his  majority,  at  which  time  he 
took  up  the  carpenter's  trade.  He  followed  that 
business  about  four  years  altogether.  In  the  spring 
of  1893  he  had  begun  farming  on  shares,  being 
thus  engaged  for  two  years,  one  in  Imwer  Augusta 
township  and  one  in  Rockefeller  township.  After 
that  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  until  the  spring 
of  1910,  when  he  purchased  and  settled  upon  the 
farm  of  seventy-two  acres  i,n  Lower  Augusta  towui- 
ship,  near  Alount  Zion  U.  B.  Church,  which  he 
now  occu])ies.  This  farm  rvas  owned  in  the  earlier 
days  by  John  Bartholomew,  and  later  bv  F.  B. 
Delbough.  Air.  Brosious  raises  general  crops  and 
attends  the  Sunbury  markets.  He  is  prospering 
by  strict  attention  to  his  work,  and  is  one  of  the 
industrious  and  respected  citizens  of  his  localitv. 

On  July  4,  1902,  Air.  Brosious  married  Bertha 
Daisy  Delbough,  daughter  of  F.  P.  and  Carrie 
Delbough,  of  Lower  Augusta  township,  and  they 
have  three  children,  namely:  Eugene  A..  B.  Aholet 
and  AV.  Leroy.  Air.  Brosious  and  his  family  are 
Lutherans  in  religious  faith.  He  is  a Republican 
on  political  questions. 


Peter  Brosius,  born  July  23,  1782.  was  one  of 
the  earlv  residents  in  the  lower  end  of  the  county, 
and  followed  farming,  owning  a large  acreage, 
now  divided  into  two  farms.  The  one  went  to 
his  son  Peter  and  is  now  owned  and  occupied  bv 
AVeslev  Snyder;  the  other  went  to  his  son  Andrew, 
and  is  now  owned  bv  the  Milton  Drumheller 
estate.  Peter  Brosius  died  X’ov.  19.  1849,  and  he 
and  his  two  wives  are  buried  at  the  Himmcl 
Church.  All  his  children  weu'  born  to  his  first 
marriage,  with  Anna  Alargaretha  Hepler.  who  was 
born  July  19,  178G,  and  died  Ajiril  27,  1838.  His 
second  wife,  Anna  Afaria  (He))ler),  was  a sister 
to  the  first,  and  was  herself  first  married  io 
Jacob  Reitz;  she  was  born  April  4,  1784,  and  died 
8^ept.  23,  IS-H.  Two  sous  and  tliree  daughters 
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■were  born  to  Eoter  and  Anna  Alavgarotha  Brosius; 
Maricha,  who  married  Godfried  Eebuck;  Godfried; 
Peter;  Eve,  who  married  a son  of  Pev.  Mr.  Hemp- 
ing; and  Anna,  wiio  married  Benneville  liolshue 
(storekeeper,  hotelkeeper  and  postmaster  at 
Greenbrier,  in  U})per  Mahanoy  township)  and 
(second)  a German  named  Lawrence,  with  whom 
«he  moved  West. 

Godfried  Brosius,  son  of  Peter,  was  a farmer 
.all  his  life.  He  settled  in  Washington  township, 
where  Milton  Drnmheller  now  lives,  and  was  a 
Lutheran  mend)cr  of  the  Himmel  Church  there, 
where  he  is  buried.  He  was  born  Jan.  ■?7,  1808. 
and  died  Xovember  '.0,  1851 : his  wife  Catharine 
Klock,  born  A'ov.  •^4,  1805,  died  Dec.  1,  1876,  and 
is  also  buried  at  the  Himmel  Church.  M’e  have 
the  following  record  of  their  children:  (1)  Judith 
tnarried  David  Ferster,  and  they  lived  near 
Urban,  Pa.  (’i)  Samuel  obtained  the  homestead 
■of  his  father  when  he  was  sold  out,  and  later 
moved  north  of  the  mountain  into  one  of  the 
Augitsta  townships.  He  married  Kate  Rebuck, 
■and  they  had  children.  IVilhelmina,  Pimma,  Janies, 
IVashington,  Zetic  and  Sivilla.  (3)  Lydia  mar- 
ried Joseph  Rebuck  and  they  lived  near  the  Hini- 
mel  Church  in  Washington  township.  (4)  Sarah, 
born  in  1837.  died  in  1854,  unmarried.  (5)  Peter 
married  a ]\Iiss  Christ  and  they  lived  in  Ashland. 
Pa.  They  had  a family.  (6)  Joseph  had  a small 
"tract  of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Himmel 
Church,  and  besides  cultivating  it  followed  his 
trade  of  carpenter.  He  married  Henrietta  Clark 
and  they  had  Jane  ( 5Irs.  Morris  Rothermel)  and 
Laura  (Mrs.  Richard  Hilbush). 

Peter  Brosius,  the  other  son  of  Peter  and  Anna 
IMargaretha  (Hepler)  Brosius,  passed  all  his  life 
in  the  Swabian  creek  district,  near  Greenbrier, 
in  what  -is  now  Washington  township,  IVashington 
and  Upper  Mahanov  townships  forming  the 
Swabian  Creek  Valley.  He  owned  over  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  (the  farm  now  owned  by  AVes- 
ley  Snyder),  and'  was  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful man.  in  addition  to  farming  being  engaged 
in  milling,  in  wliich  he  prospered  as  in  his  other 
work.  He  ojierated  an  oil  mill,  sawmill  and  grist- 
mill. He  wa*  succeeded  by  his  son  Andrew. 
Peter  Brosius  died  Fel).  1854,  aged  forty-three 
years,  five  months,  nineteen  days,  and  was  buried 
at  the  Himmel  Church,  of  which  he  was  a Luch- 
eran  member.  His  wife,  Catharine  Gonsoi', 
daughter  of  D-iniel  Gonsor,  of  AVashington  town- 
ship, died  Oct.  3.  18i)5,  aged  eighty-five  years, 
eleven  months,  twenty-nine  days.  They  had  a 
large  family,  viz.:  Andrew  G.  is  mentioned  below; 
Eve  married'  John  Hetrich;  Maria  (deceased) 
married  a Air.  Beissel : Catharine  (deceased)  mar- 
ried AVilliam  Hetrich;  Daniel  (deceased)  lived 
on  part  of  the  homestead,  where  Cliarles  Brosius 
now  lives;  Alary  married  John  Houten  (or  Hou- 
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den)  ; Emanuel  G.  is  mentioned  below;  James  died 
when  about  eleven  years  old. 

Andrew  G.  Brosius  was  born  in  Upper  Alahanoy 
township.  Sept.  23,  1832,  and  died  April  1(3,  190(5, 
aged  si.vty-seven  years.  He  owned  and  operated 
the  Brosius  mill  and  farm,  his  land  consisting  of 
120  acres,  now  owned  by  his  son-in-law,  AATsley 
Snyder,  and  the’  mill  is  now  owned  and  opierated 
by  his  son  AAdlliam  S.  During  his  ownership  of 
the  mill  Andrew  G.  Brosius  remodeled  it,  and  he 
had  a linseed  oil  mill  and’  sawmill,  as  well  as  a 
gristmill.  A man  of  initiative  and  energy,  he 
long  held  his  place  as  the  leading  business  man 
of  the  district,  rvliere  he  did  considerable  building 
and  lent  his  influence  and  aid  to  many  projects 
which  benefited  the  whole  community.  He  was 
an  active  member  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  at 
the  Himmel  -Church,  where  he  held  various 
offices,  and  was  also  a public  officeholder,  serving 
as  school  director  and  supervisor  of  his  townshi]). 
In  politics  he  was  a stanch  Democrat.  Air.  Bro- 
sius was  twice  married.  His  first  wife.  Alary  A. 
Schankweiler,  daughter  of  Solomon  Schankweiler, 
of  Upper  Alahanoy  township,  was  liorn  Sept,  t), 
1834,  and  died  Alarch  12,  1867.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  chldren ; Sarah  married  John 
Iveim ; Samuel  lives  at  Shamokin,  Pa. ; Cassie 
married  Wesley  Snyder ; AATlliam  S.  is  mentioned 
below ; Alary  married  Lewis  Rothermel.  By  his 
second  marriage,  to  Luzetta  Adam,  daughter  of 
Jeremiah  Adam,  there  were  three  children; 
Galen,  of  Rough  and  Ready,  Pa.;  Frances,  who 
married  AVilliam  Snyder;  and  Andrew  -Jackson. 

AATLt.iAVt  S.  BifO.siL’s,  son  of  Andrew  G.. 
operates  the  old  gristmill  and  sawmill  run  liv  his 
father  and  grandfather  before  him,  at  Green- 
lu’ier,  in  AVashington  township,  where  he  was  born 
Alarch  10,  18(35.  He  was  reared  to  work  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  mill,  assisting  his  father  until 
he  reached  his  .majority,  after  which  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  coal  mines  at  Locust  Dale  for  a 
period  of  eight  years.  For  the  following  ten 
years  he  was  engaged  in  railroading,  on  the  Phil- 
adelphia ik  Reading  I’oad.  On  April  2,  1900,  he 
came  to  his  present  home  and  has  since  devoted 
himself  to  the  operation  of  the  mill ; it  is  located 
on  a two-acre  piece  of  land.  Air.  Brosius  has  a 
thriving  business,  which  has  continued  to  grow 
under  his  management,  and  he  is  a reliable  miller 
and  honorable  in  all  his  transactions,  having  the 
resjiect  of  all  who  have  had  dealings  with  him. 

In  1888  Air.  Brosius  married  Elizabeth  Umlaut, 
daughter  of  Htuiry  and  Dinah  (Racebeck) 
Umlaut,  of  Ashland,  Pa.,  the  former  of  German 
descent,  the  latter  of  English  ancestry.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Brosius  hav(‘  had  a large  family,  namely: 
Francis,  Alyrtlc,  Guy.  Gertrude.  Adda.  AA'illiam, 
Ethel,  a son  that  died  in  infancy,  Clarence. 
Emery,  Henry,  and  Roy  (who  died  when  five 
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months  old).  Mr.  Biosius  and  his  family  are 
Lutheran  members  of  the  Himmel  Church.  He  is 
a Democrat  in  political  sentiment. 

Axdkew  Jacksox  Bkosics,  Sun  of  Andrew 
G.  and  Luzetta  (Adam)  B rosins,  was  born  June  20, 
1880,  in  Washington  township,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  local  schools.  He  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  but  also  gained  a familiar  knowl- 
edge of  the  milling  business,  operating  tlie  Brosius 
mill  at  Greenbrier  for  four  years,  from  the  time  he 
was  seventeen  years  old.  For  live  years  he  also 
followed  the  carpenter's  trade,  one  year  as  journe}'- 
man  and  four  years  as  Ixjss  carpenter,  during 
which  time  he  built  a number'  of  houses  and  barns 
in  the  locality,  employing  at  times  as  many  as 
seven  men.  In  1001  he  began  farming  at  his 
present  home  in  Upper  iMahanoy  township,  where 
he  owns  a tract  of  one  hundred  acres,  which  for  a 
number  of  years  belonged  to  Amos  Mattern.  Mr. 
Brosius  has  found  huckstering  protltable,  and  he 
makes  weekly  trips  to  Shamokin.  where  he  dis- 
poses of  his  various  products.  He  is  a tlirifty 
young  farmer,  and  is  making  good  progress  in  his 
work. 

On  Xov.  23,  1901,  Jlr.  Brosius  married  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Mattern,  daughter  of  Amos  Mattern, 
and  they  have  a family  of  four  children;  Harry 
R.,  Xorma  I.,  Blanch  C.  and  Amelia  L.  iMr. 
Brosius  was  originally  identified  with  the  Luth- 
eran congregation  at  the  Himmel  Church,  hut 
since  living  in  Upper  iMahanoy  township  he  and 
his  family  attend  St.  John's  Church,  where  he  is 
at  present  serving  as  a deacon. 

E3[AXUEl  G.  Brosius.  son  of  Peter  and 
Catharine  (Consor)  Brosius.  was  born  Sept.  17, 
1845,  in  the  Swabian  creek  district,  and  was 
reared  on  the  farm  of  bis  parents,  for  whom  he 
continued  to  work  until  he  was  of  age.  He  then 
began  farming  on  his  own  account,  at  the  place 
where  Israel  Lahr  now  lives,  being  located  there 
for  eight  years.  About  18TS  he  came  to  his 
present  home  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  where 
he  has  lived  continuouslv  since.  The  fir-t  seven 
years  he  was  a tenant  of  Henry  Reitz,  and  then 
bought  the  place,  which  contains  150  acres  of  good 
land,  which  umler  his  care  has  been  brought  to  a 
highly  improved  state.  He  built  bis  house  in 
1898  and  his  barn  in  1901.  The  place  has  been 
intelligently  and  systematically  cared  for  ever 
since  it  came  into  his  possession,  and  is  now  a valu- 
able piece  of  property.  IMr.  Brosius  formerly  held 
the  office  of  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  supervisor  of  bis  township,  which  office 
he  has  held  since  1908.  He  votes  independently. 
He  and  his  family  are  Lutheran  members  of  St. 
Elias  Church,  which  he  has  served  as  deacon, 
elder,  treasurer  and  trustee,  holding  the  two  offices 
last  named  at  present. 

In  Augusi,  1870,  .Mr.  Brosius  married  Wil- 


helmina  Brosius,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Cath- 
arine (Rebuek)  Brosius,  who  lived  at  the  place 
now  occupied  by  Milton  Druiulieller,  Samuel  Bro- 
sius later  moving  to  Plum  Creek,  in  Rockefeller 
township.  Eight  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  iMrs.  Emanuel  G.  Brosius : Sarah  J.  married 
David  Rebuck Catharine  married  Frank  Het- 
rich ; Emma  married  Charles  'W'anke;  Charles  is 
a resident  of  Sunbury  ; Irwin  is  unmarried  and 
lives  at  home;  Virgie  married  F.  Brosious;  Xora 
married  Calvin  Klock;  Annie  married  John 
Strasser. 


Jacob  Broscious,  great-grandfather  of  Charles  II. 
Broscious,  of  Sunbury,  farmed  in  Lower  iMahanoy 
township,  this  county,  and  lived  in  the  vicinity  of 
Uniontown,  where  he  died  about  1848,  at  an  ad- 
vanced age.  "He  is  buried  in  the  lower  end  of  the 
county.  In  religion  he  was  a Lutheran.  To  him 
and  his  wife  Catharine  Beisel  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Daniel,  John,^  Jacob,  Elia«, 
Samuel,  Lydia,  Catharine.UJfuicha  and  Sally. 

Samuel  Broscious,  son  of  Jacol),  was  a native 
of  the  Swabian  creek  valley,  liorn  in  1821,  and 
farmed  in  Shamokin  township  the  greater  part 
of  his  life,  a ho  engaging  in  the  hotel  business 
near  Paxinos,  on  the  Tulpehocken  road.  He  dealt 
rather  extensively  in  horses  and  cattle,  and  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  various  interests  became  a widely 
known  man.  He  died  at  his  homo  in  Stonington, 
in  Shamokin  township,  in  1904.  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eiglitv-three  years,  and  is  buried  at  Snyder- 
towu.  In  religious  matters  he  was  connected 
with  the  Lutheran  church,  and  in  politics  he  was 
a Democrat,  taking  interest  in  the  success  of  hi^ 
party  and  in  the  local  welfare;  ho.  -served  as  super- 
visor and  overseer  o-f  the.,  poor.  Mr.  Broscious's 
first  wife,HIobecca  (Hepner).  daughter  of  Ceorge 
and  Eve  ('\Vei.^efy  Hepner,  died  in  1859,  aged 
forty-two  years,  the  mother  of  three  children : 
David,  Henry  ami  Elizabeth  ('who  married  Jacob 
Eister  and  lives  in  Sunbury).  His  second  mar- 
riage was  to  iMary  Ann  Hartline,  daughter  of 
George  Hartlino,  and  she  survives  him.  Two  chil- 
dren Avere  born  to  this  union:  Sevilla,  Avho  mar- 
ried John  Richie:  and  Rebecca.  Avho  died  young. 

David  Broscious,  son  of  Samuel.  Avas  born  in 
1842  in  the  iMahantango  Valley,  and  died  in  LoA\-er 
iMahanoy  toAvnship,  Sept.  4,  1902.  He  is  buried 
at  Lantz’s  Cluircli.  For  five  years  Mr.  Broscious 
farmed  in  Lower  Augusta  toAvnship,  and  then  for 
nineteen  years  folioAA'cd  that  vocation  in  the  Irisli 
Valley,  returning  to  Lower  Augusta  toAvnship  and 
thence  moving  to  LoAver  (Mahanoy.  .Avhere  he  Avas 
residing  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  A\-as  an 
active  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  held 
local  offices.  In  religion  he  adhered  to  the  Re- 
formed faith.  Mr.  Broscious  married  Louisa 
Fegley,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Harriet  (Zartman) 
Fegley,  and  six  children  were  burn  to  them:  Mgb- 
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ptev,  now  of  Baltimore,  Md. ; Charles  H. ; iMary, 
who  married  William  Sliipc;  Katie,  who  married 
D.  IT.  Snyder  ; and  two  that  died  in  infancy. 

CiiAELKS  II.  . Bitoscious,  contractor  and 
builder,  of  Sunbury.  senior  member  of  the  firm  of 
C.  II.  Broscious  A'  Co.,  was  born  July  I,  1869,  at 
,Augustaville,  sou  of  David  Broscious.  lie  grew 
up  in  the  Irish  Valley,  where  he  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  years  old  living  and  working  on  the  farm.  He 
then  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed in  Shamokin  for  eleven  years  in  one  employ, 
for  the  West  End  Lumber  Compau}-.  His  next  work 
was  as  carpenter  at  Sunbury  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Bailroad  Company,  and  in  190-1  he 
embarked  in  the  contracting'  and  building  busi- 
ness there  on  his  owur  account.  He  is  now  asso- 
ciated with  ]\Ir.  II.  Wiest.  In  addition  to  their 
contracting  and  building  business  they  deal  in  and 
manufacture  all  kinds  of  lumber  and  builders’ 
supplies,  handling  lime,  cement,  builders’  hard- 
ware, slate,  roofing,  etc.,  and  the}'  have  a modern 
mill,  where  all  kinds  of  planing  mill  work  can  be 
turned  out.  ’The  firm  employs  as  many  as  forty- 
five  men,  and  among  other  structures  of  their 
construction  may  lie  mentioned  the  B.  F.  Brown 
three-story  storehouse ; the  W.  A.  Shipman  resi- 
dence on  Market  street;  the  Daihj  printing  office 
at  Sunbury;  the  Charles  L.  Silvious  residence; 
the  Elwood  Fasold  residence;  the  David  Slear  resi- 
dence on  Susquehanna  avenue;  the  Keystone  ma- 
chine works;  the  Catawissa  Avenue  IM.  E.  Church, 
1910;  the  Jere  Lower  residence,  and  many  more 
of  the  leading  business  and  residence  structures 
in  the  borough.  Mr.  Broscious  has  applied  himself 
assiduously  to  his  work,  and  the  progress  he  has 
made  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts.  He  has 
established  himself  in  a substantial  business,  and 
has  built  up  an  extensive  trade,  the  scope  of  which 
is  widening  continually  under  his  energetic  and 
well-directed  endeavors.  He  is  well  known  in 
fraternal  circles,  being  a member  of  Maclay  lodge. 
No.  6.3'1,  F.  & A.  M.,  Xorthuraberland  Chapter, 
No.  17T,  IL  A.  'M.,  and  IMount  Hermon  Cour- 
mandery,  XY.  S-o.  K.  T.,  as  well  as  of  Washington 
Camp,  Xo.  189,  P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  to  which  he  has  be- 
longed since  189-3.  For  eight  yeai;B  he  held  mem- 
bership in  the  I.  0.  O.  F. 

On  Alarch  'C3,  1897,  Mr.  Broscious  married 
Alice  Zimmerman,  daughter  of  Sebastian  Zimmer- 
man, of  Sunbury,  and  six  children  have  been  born 
to  them;  IMarinn  (who  died  aged  four  years;. 
David  Sebastian,  Harriot  Louisa,  Henry  ,H.,  Bus- 
sell Carl  and  Baymond  Clarence.  IMr.  Broscious 
and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 


Jacob  Brosius,  great-grandfai her  of  Alaurice  E. 
Brosius,  lived  in  .Jordan  township,  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  on  the  farm  which  later  belmged  to 
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Ceoree  Bi'osius,  and  foil  iwcil  fanning  throughont 
his  active  years.  His  children  were;  Daniel, 
Elias,  John,  Jacob,  Samuel,  IMaricha  (married  Fer- 
dinand iMasser),  .Elizabeth  (married  Jonas  BeJi- 
ner),  IMrs.  Solomon  Delp  and  ,^Irs.  Peter  Thomas. 

Daniel  Brosius,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in  .Iordan 
township  Xov.  Id,  18U8,  and  there  engaged  in 
farming  on  an  old  homestead  of  tiie  Brosius  faniil}, 
owning  a tract  of  1.30  acres  now  the  property  of 
tieorge  Emerich.  He  died  Doc.  17,  188-7,  survived 
bv  his  wife,  Sarah  (Wenrich),  whose  people  came 
from  the  Heidelberg  valley  in  Berks  county.  She 
was  born  Jan.  16,  181.5,  and  died  Sejd. 

Id,  1895,  and  they  are  buried  at  St.  Paul’s 
Church,  at  Urban.  IMr.  Brosius  was  first 
a member  of  the  Hebe  Church,  later  uniting 
with  St.  Paul’s,  and  he  was  active  in  churcli  work, 
holding  various  offices.  Four  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  IMrs.  Daniel  Brosius;  AIicb.aol,  George, 
Annie  (1817-1863)  and  Polly  (married  Andrew 
Adams).  Of  these,  George,  who  was  a lifelong 
farmer,  lived  and  died  on  his  father's  homestead ; 
he  married  Polly  Wolfgang,  and  their  children 
were- Catharine,  Emma,  Jane,  Ella,  Daniel,  Xora, 
Cora,  Elwood  and  Lizzie. 

Michael  Brosius,  son  of  Daniel,  now  a resident 
of  Lower  IMahanoy  town=hip,  wa~  horn  across  the 
line  in  .Jordan  townshi]-)  July  d,  18d'2.  He  was 
reared  in  .Iordan  township,  where  he  worked  for 
his  father  and  for  a year  or  two  as  hired  man  on 
farms,  in  about  1861  beginning  farming  for  h.im- 
self.  He  continued  to  engage  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  .Jordan  township  until  about  1901,  tvhen 
he  practically  retired,  moving  to  his  present  home 
in  Lower  Mahanoy,  where  he  has  a small  tract 
besides  his  dwelling,  which  tvas  built  bv  one 
Daniel  Schlegel.  Mr.  Brosius  has  led  a quiet  life, 
and  has  taken  no  part  in  public  affairs  e.xcept 
to  serve  as  school  director.  He  has  been  active, 
however,  in  the  work  of  St.  Paul's  Church  at 
I'rban,  to  which  he  and  his  family  belong,  and 
which  he  served  as  deacon  and  ehler.  In 
politics  he  is  a Democrat.  Mr.  Brosius  has 
been  twice  married.  His  first  marriage,  wldcli 
took  place  during  the  Civil  war.  was  to  Kate  Bush, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  ( Hollenliacli ) 
Bush,  and  she  died  Aug.  19,  1893,  aged  fifty-four 
years,  nine  days.  She  is  buried  at  St.  Paul’s 
Church.  Ten  children  were  born  to  this  union; 
Frank.  Henry.  William,  IMaurice  E.,  Gordon, 
Orlando,  Annie,  Francis,  and  tw  > that  died  young. 
There  are  no  children  by  the  second  marriage,  to 
Barbara  Bohner.  daughter  of  Xicholas  and 
Lydia  (Spotts)  Bohner. 

IMaueice  E.  Beosius,  a farmer  of  Jordan 
township,  was  born  Aug.  '26,  1871.  and  has  passed 
practically  all  his  life  in  that  township.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  work,  and  assisted  his  parent' 
except  during  the  time  he  was  attending  school. 
In  addition  to  the  privileges  of  the  public  .schools 
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he  luid  the  advantages  ol  Fuiontown  Seminary 
for  several  terms.  At  the  youtliful  age  of  seven- 
teen he  began  teacliing,  receiving  Ids  license  from 
Prof.  William  E.  r>Ioom,  and  for  eight  successive 
terms  he  followed  that  profession  in  Jordan  town- 
ship. Meantime,  in  the  spring  of  1!)00,  he  bought 
his  present  farm,  a tract  of  sixty-seven  acres  in 
Jordan  township  formerly  belonging  to  John  T. 
Wiest,  who  purchased  it  from  Simon  Bohner,  whose 
predecessor  was  Samuel  Bush.  iMr.  Brosius  de- 
votes the  principal  jiart  of  his  time  to  farming, 
and  he  has  also  had  considerable  success  as  an 
insurance  agent,  being  one  of  the  three  agents  of 
the  Stone  Talley  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
of  Mahanoy.  Ho  has  also  been  a faithful  public 
servant,  having  held  tlie  office  of  auditor  of  his 
township  for  seven  years  in  succession.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  Mr.  Brosius  is  well  and 
favorably  known  in  his  locality,  where  his  suc- 
cessful business  life  and  excellent  public  service 
have  gained  him  high  standing  among  his  fellow 
citizens. 

On  Feb.  3,  18'.)4,  iMr.  Brosius  married  Kate  E. 
Wiest,  daughter  of  John  T.  Wiest,  and  they  have 
a family  of  five  children:  Mabel,  Carlos,  Fred, 
Harold  and  John.  iMr.  Brosius  and  his  family 
are  7nembers  of  the  Hebe  Church,  of  which  he  has 
been  a deacon  since  1005.  Socially  he  belongs  to 
Washington  Camp.  Xo.  'i32,  P.  6.  S.  of  A.,  at 
Hebe.  ■ 


Abraham  Broseus  (Brosius),  Sr.,  v’eoman,  of 
Fpper  Mahanoy  township,  died  there,  near  the 
Schuylkill  county  line,  in  1844.  He  made  his  last 
will  and  testament  Jan.  22,  1839,  and  it  was  pro- 
bated Jan.  11,  1844,  soon  after  his  death,  which 
likely  occurred  early  that  month.  He  signed  this 
document  Abraham  “Broseus,"’  and  his  descendants 
generally  have  adhered  to  that  spelling  of  the  name. 
He  provided  liberally  for  his  wife  Catharine,  who 
was  to  have  all  movable  property,  and  after 
her  death  her  clothes  were  to  be  divided  between 
her  daughters  Euline  and  Anna  iMary.  51]-.  Bro- 
seus left  a large  estate,  being  considei'cd  a wealthy 
man  in  his  day.  'I’lie  following  children  were 
mentioned  in  the  will:  Peter,  three  hundred 
pounds;  Abraham  (Abram),  three  hundred 
.pounds;  Euline,  who  manned  John  Beachlel : 
George,  deceased,  whose  heirs  were  to  have  8li;9.1!) 
each:  Elizabeth,  who  married  Peter  Zegenfus  (they 
were  to  hav(‘  sixty  dollars  more)  ; X*icholas.  “yet 
100  pounds”  : John,  “yet  100  pounds”  ; Anna  iMary, 
who  married  John  Delb.  and  they  obtained  the 
homestead  (containing  IHO  acres)  on  which  they 
lived  in  1839  (they  wore  to  ]iay  out  1,100  pounds). 

Abram  Broceus  (as  he  wrote  the  name), 
son  of  ikbraham,  Sr.,  was  horn  in  Washington  town- 
ship April  24,  1817,  and  lived  there  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  old.  H>'  tluni  wont  out  to  Ohio. 
sto}>ping  iiivst  at  5fa.ssill.in,  but  during  the  great 


jiart  of  his  residence  in  that  state  he  was  located 
at  Akron,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade, 
working  for  Henry  Howe,  brother  of  Captain 
Howe.  He  followed  that  trade  for  a number  of 
years.  He  was  married  at  Greensburg,  near 
Akron,  and  there  lived  until  after  the  birth 
of  his  oldest  child,  Baymond.  soon  after 
which  he  moved  to  Berrien  county,  5Iich., 
settling  in  Buclianan  township.  5Ir.  Broceus 
took  up  land,  and  continued  to  follow  his 
trade  besides  clearing  and  cultivating  his 
land  until  he  had  his  property  paid  for.  Selling 
that  property  he  bought  a 20U-acre  farm  within  one 
mile  of  the  village  of  Buchanan  and  there  spent 
the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life.  The  success  he 
met  with  was  due  entirely  to  his  own  industry  and 
good  management,  for  he  was  a self-made  man  in 
the  best  sense  of  the  term.  He  was  the  pioneer  of 
his  family  in  5Iichigan,  and  in  1909  his  descend- 
ants organized  a family  association,  holding  their 
first  reunion  at  his  old  homestead  ; the  second  was 
held  in  August,  1910.  A man  of  unassuming  life 
and  retiring  disposition,  he  was  a useful,  respected 
member  of  society,  and  his  death,  which  occurred 
June  2,  1894,  was  widely  mourned.  He  is  Imried 
in  the  Broceus  family  plot  in  Oakridge  cemetery, 
at  Buchanan,  5Iich.  5Ir.  Broceus  was  a member 
of  the  Evangelical  Association,  and  active  in 
church  life.  In  politics  he  was  a Pepublican. 

Mr.  Broceus  married  Abigail  Smith,  who  died. 
July  24,  1880,  aged  fifty-six  years.  Ten  children 
were  l)orn  to  this  union:  Baymond.  who  lives  at 
Buchanan,  IMich. : Eliza,  wife  of  Justice  H.  Stein- 
er; 5Iarv  Ann,  wife  of  Solomon  Quint,  of  Carroll, 
Iowa:  William,  who  died  at  Buchanan,  5Iich. ; 
Henry,  of  Buchanan,  ilich. ; 5Ialinda,  deceased, 
who  was  the  wife  of  George  W.  Bough;  5Iatikla. 
wife  of  George  Hanley;  John  Wh,  of  Buchanan. 
5Iich. : Emma,  wife  of  Ansalom  Wray;  and  H. 
Francelia.  widow  of  Jefferson  Fowler,  of  Buchan- 
an, 5Iich.  There  were  forty-four  grandchildren, 
and  twenty-nine  great-grandchildren. 

On  Oct.  9,  1883.  5Ir.  Broceus  married  (second) 
Eucy  A.  Kaufi'man,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  5Iary 
( Bessler)  Kauffman,  of  Imwer  Augusta  township, 
X’orthumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  where  Mrs.  Broceus  was 
born.  Xo  chibTren  were  born  to  this  union.  5Irs. 
Broceus  continues  to  make  her  home  in  Buchanan. 
Berrien  Co.,  51ich..  visiting  her  kindred  in  Xorth- 
umberland  county.  Pa.,  every  two  or  three  years. 

According  to  the  records  at  the  Xorthumberland 
county  courtboU'H?  one  Abraham  Brosius  must  have 
(lied  shortly  before  Xov.  24,  1852,  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township.  After  the  widow  had  renounced 
the  privilege  of  administration,  papers  wore  given 
to  Elias  Brosius,  probably  a son. 

THOMAS  J.  LFCKEXB1T,L.  who  has  a large 
farm  in  the  Tuckahoe  5'alle}',  in  Point  township. 
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Xortluimborlaml  cuuntv,  one  of  tiie  finest  farms  in 
fhat  section,  was  born  Sept.  1'2,  1861,  in  IVindsor 
township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  belongs  to  one  of 
the  early  settled  fainilies  of  that  county. 

Mr.  Luckcn'hill’s  lirst  ancestor  in  tins  country 
was  Johan  Tost  ( Ekel  ?)  Lnckcnliill.  who  came 
from  Germany  on  the  ship  ‘‘Thistle,'"  landing  at 
I’hiladelphia  Sept.  ’^0,  ITdO.  (Another  account  says 
Johan  Ekel  and  his  brother  Hendrick  landed  from 
the  “Thistle"  Aug.  '29,  1730.)  He  and  his  brother 
Hendrick,  who  emigrated  with  him,  are  the  pro- 
g;enitors  of  the  family  in  this  country.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  Johan  and  his  wife  are  buried  at  Bow- 
ers Church,  in  Perry  township,  Berks  county,  and 
it  is  traditional  that  he  was  married  when  he  came 
to  America,  that  his  wife  was  a Swiss,  and  that 
he  came  from  that  part  of  Germany  that  bounds 
Switzerland.  He  had  eight  children:  (1)  Maria 
married  Michael  Deibert  (or  Divert)  and  settled 
in  Schuylkill  county.  (2)  Heinrich  married  Cath- 
arine Weber,  who,  tradition  says,  was  of  Swiss  ex- 
traction. In  1759  he  was  a taxable  resident  of 
Maxatawny  township.  Berks  county,  owning  land 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bowers.  He  later  removed  to 
Wayne  township.  Schuylkill  county,  and  shortly 
before  his  death  became  totally  blind.  His  chil- 
dren were:  Adam,  Henry,  Solomon.  George,  Sus- 
anna, Sophia.  Bebecca  and  Beckie.  (3)  Aliraham 
married  Eva  Lengel,  and  had  these  children:  John, 
Abraham,  Jonas,  Emanuel,  Kate,  Bebecca,  Sallie 
and  Eva.  Aliraham  Liickenbill  is  said  to  have 
settled  in  Schuylkill  county.  In  1759  he  was  a 
taxpat'er  in  Bockland  township,  and  he  later  moved 
across  the  line  into  Maxatawny  township.  (4) 
John  married  Polly  West  and  had  two  children, 
Isaac  and  Mary.  (5)  Andraes  married  iMiss  Len- 
gel and  their  children  were  George,  Joel,  Sallie. 
Judith,  Diana  and  Maria.  (6)  Christian  is  men- 
tioned below.  (7)  George,  of  whose  history  no 
records  are  in  evidence.  (8)  Another  son  whose 
name  is  unknown. 

Christian  Luckenbill,  son  of  the  emigrant  Johan, 
was  born  in  1767  and  died  about  1852.  He  was 
early  a settler  in  Perry  township,  Berks  county, 
where  he  was  a farmer  and  owned  land,  and  it 
is  known  that  he  lived  in  that  county  for  soihe 
years,  but  in  1790  lie  and  his  brother  George  were 
taxable  residents  of  Manheim  township,  Schuyl- 
kill county.  It  is  traditional  that  after  1800  he 
returned  to  Berks  county,  and  was  buried  at  Bow- 
ers Church  in  iMaxatawiiy  township,  where  he  had 
a farm.  He  married  Catharine  Kline,  of  ^laxa- 
tawny  tovvn.ship.  ami  they  had  children:  Thomas; 
David,  who  settled  in  Jefferson  county.  Pa.;  Ben- 
jamin, wlio  settled  in  Iowa;  Elizabeth,  who  mar- 
ried Jacob  Bothermel ; and  another  daughter.  Mrs. 
Heckntan. 

Thomas  Luckenbill,  born  in  Perry  township  in 
1800,  died  there  in  1863.  He  was  a farmer  and 
owner  of  the  liiickcnlidl  homestead,  owning  the 


200-acre  tract  late  the  property  of  his  son  Thom- 
as, and  was  a school  director  and  useful  citizen. 
He  married  Annie  Wink,  daughter  of  John  Wink, 
of  Maxatawny  township,  and  ten  children  were 
horn  to  this  union ; Augustus ; Edwin ; Lucy,  who 
died  in  infancy;  James;  Thomas;  Sarah  Ann. 
wife  of  Simon  Adam,  deceased;  Jacob,  who  died 
aged  forty-five;  Simon;  Alfred,  and  Cyrus. 

James  Luckenbill,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  in 
1831  in  Perry  township,  Berks  county,  and  died 
in  1903  near  Yirginville,  that  county;  he  is  bur- 
ied at  Dunkel’s  Church.  By  occupation  a farmer, 
he  had  a farm  of  157  acres  above  Yirginville,  and 
he  was  active  in  the  life  of  his  local  it  v,  serving  as 
school  director  and  supervisor  of  his  township. 
Politically  he  was  a Democrat.  His  widow,  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  dacob  and  Polly  (Folk)  Heinly, 
lives  at  Kutztown,  Pa.,  making  her  home  with  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  George  Bamer.  She  is  now  (1910) 
over  seventy-five  years  old.  Eight  children  were 
Ijorn  to  IMr.  and  Mrs.  James  Luckenbill;  Eleuora, 
IMrs.  Bolandus  Dreibelbies,  of  Yirginville,  Pa. ; 
James  W.,  who  died  in  1907;  Thomas  J. ; Joriah, 
who  married  Y'illiam  Sunday  ; Alice,  wife  of  James 
Yeager;  Oscar,  of  IMaxatawny  township;  Angelina. 
Mrs.  George  Seidel;  and  Laura,  Mrs.  George 
Bamer. 

Thomas  J.  Luckenbill  attended  the  schools  in 
his  home  district  and  from  his  youth  was  familiar 
with  farm  work.  After  working  on  the  railroad 
for  five  years  he  commenced  farming  in  Tilden 
township,  Berks  county,  farming  there  for  seven 
years,  on  a place  along  the  Schuylkill  river,  south 
of  Hamburg.  Selling  out,  he  moved  to  Montour 
county,  where  he  conducted  a creamery  at  Wash- 
ingtonville  for  one  .year,  after  rvluch  he  farmed  in 
that  region  for  eleven  years.  For  another  year 
he  was  employed  in  the  staple  works  at  lYilliams- 
port.  Pa.,  during  which  time  he  met  with  an  acci- 
dent which  caused  the  loss  of  two  of  his  fingers. 
In  1907  he  settled  at  his  present  home  in  Point 
townshi]),  Xorthumberland  county,  where  he  owns 
an  extensive  tract  of  339  acres,  limestone  soil,  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  valuable  properties  in 
that  section.  Mr.  Luckenbill  rents  his  land,  but 
he  gives  his  personal  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  place,  and  in  1909  he  built  a fine  resi- 
dence there  which  adds  materially  to  the  value  of 
the  farm.  By  good  management  ho  has  become 
successful  and  bis  prosperity  is  well  deserved. 

In  1880  Mr.  Luckenbill  married  Ida  Dlengel. 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Zettlemoyer)  Men- 
gel,  of  Windsor  township.  Berks  county,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Jacob  MengiL  Two  children  have 
been  ')orn  to  this  union:  (1)  Elwood,  born  in 

Windsor  township.  Berks  eotinty.  married  Eva 
Gresh,  daughter  of  George  Gresh.  of  Y'ashington- 
ville.  Pa.,  but  of  a family  formerly  from  Berks 
county.  They  have  two  clnldreu.  Lesley  anil  El- 
wood. (2)  IMary  married  George  Wallice  Init  has 
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no  c liililron.  They  live,  in  ^loiitour  county. 
Luckenhill  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Ee- 
formcd  Church. 

GEAEHAET.  The  Gearhart.s  have  been  num- 
erous and  prominent  in  Xorthumberland  county 
since  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  Eevolutionary 
war,  and  one  township  of  the  county  has  been 
named  in  their  honor.  Two  brothers,  Jacob  and 
William  Gearhart,  came  to  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty about  1T90,  the  former  settling  in  what  is  now 
Gearhart  township,  the  latter  in  Eush  township. 
As  we  are  principally  concerned  with  the  posterity 
of  Jacob  Gearhart  in  this  aiticle,  we  give  his  rec- 
ord first. 

Jacob  Gearhart  was  born  in  1785  in  Strasburg, 
then  a city  of  France,  now  lielonging  to  Germanv, 
and  came  to  the  Xew  World  when  a young  man, 
landing  at  Xew  York  in  17-jd.  He  .soon  crossed 
over  into  Hunterdon  county,  X.  J.,  where  he  made 
his  home  for  many  years.  When  the  Eevolution 
broke  out  he  was  among  the  first  to  otter  his  serv- 
ices to  his  ado])ted  country,  enlisting  in  177o,  in 
the  Hunterdon  county  volunteers,  with  which  he 
served  as  a private.  A man  of  brave  and  fearless 
spirit,  he  was  soon  promoted  to  ensign  and  later  to 
captain,  and  stood  so  high  in  the  confidence  of  his 
superior  officei'S  that  he  was  one  of  the  two  Xew 
Jersey  men  chosen  by  Washington  to  take  charge 
of  the  crossing  of  the  Delaware  on  the  eventful 
night  of  Dec.  25,  177'tl,  when  the  Hessian  camp 
at  Trenton  was  attacked.  The  other  was  Captain 
Van  Tenyck.  After  the  crossing  had  been  elfected 
the  boats  were  placed  in  their  charge,  with  orders 
to  destroy  them  should  the  expedition  prove  a 
failure..  Captain  Gearhart  also  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  the  Brandywine  and  spent  the  hard  winter 
of  1777-78  with  Washington  at  A'alley  Forge.  At 
Ihe  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his  old  home  in 
Hunterdon  county,  X.  J.,  but  a few'  years  later  he 
Joined  the  tide  of  emigration  which  took  many 
westward  from  Xew  Jersey  into  Pennsylvania  and 
from  the  eastern  counties  of  Pennsylvania  farther 
out.  Between  1785  and  1795  many  familie'  from 
that  region  settled  in  what  are  now  Eusli  and 
Gearhart  townships, ' Xorthumberland  county, 
among  them  tho.se  of  Capt.  Jacob  Gearhart  and  his 
brother  William.  In  1790  the  Captain  and  his 
family  left . Hunterdon  county  by  wagon  train. 
Late  one  afternoon  they  came  to  a deserted  Indian 
hut  close  by  a due  spring,  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Mrs.  I.  H.  Torrence,  a great-granddaughter  of 
the  Captain,  and  decided  to  camp  for  the  night. 
When  the  land  was  examined  in  the  morning  it 
was  found  to  be  fertile,  and  the  water  was  so  abund- 
ant and  of  such  good  rpiality  that  the  old  warrior 
determined  to  found  his  home  at  that  site.  He  pur- 
chased land  along  the  Susf|uehanna  fi'om  Kipp’s 
run  to  Boyd’s  run,  one  mile  back  from  the  river,  all 
of  it  at  that  time  a dense  forest.  With  the  aid  of 


bis  Sons  he  i)egan  to  elcar  and  till  the  land,  and 
after  clearing  a portion  on  a small  bluff  overlook- 
ing the  beautiful  Susqucdianna  he  erected  a small 
frame  house  which  is  still  standing,  though  more 
than  a hundred  years  old.  It  is  still  owned  by 
his  descendants.  He  set  out  an  orchard  which  was 
completely  destroyed  by  a hailstorm  in  1816.  In 
1813,  after  an  active  life  of  seventy-eight  years, 
Captuin  Gearhart  (lied,  and  his  wife,  Catharine 
Kline,  survived  him  a few  vears.  They  had  a fam- 
ily of  eleven  children,  namely:  Jacob,  born  in 

1763,  died  in  1841 ; Hermon,  born  in  17()5,  died  in 
1835:  George  is  mentioned  below;  William,  born 
in  1776,  died  in  1854;  Charles,  born  in  1783,  died 
in  1863;  Jolin,  born  in  1788,  died  in  1858;  Isaac; 
Benjamin;  Elizabeth;  Mary;  and  Catharine. 

Jacob  Gearhart,  son  of  Capt.  Jacob  and  Cath- 
arine (Kliiie)  Gearhart,  was  a farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  possessed  intelligence  and  ability  beyond 
the  ordinary  and  had  more  than  an  average  educa- 
tion for  his  day.  On  Jan.  10,  1814,  he  was  ap- 
pointed associate  Judge  of  Xorthumberland  countv. 
which  position  he  held  until  his  resignation  in 
1839,  after  an  incumbency  longer  than  that  of  any 
other  Judge  in  the  county.  In  politics  he  was  an 
influential  Democrat,  and  a meeting  was  once  held 
at  his  house  by  Simon  Cameron,  whom  Andrew 
Jackson  (then  President)  had  rc(iuosted  to  secure 
the  influence  of  Pennsylvania  in  favor  of  the  nom- 
ination of  Martin  Van  Buren.  Judge  Gearhart  was 
a })ioneer  Methodist,  and  frecptently  entertained 
Eev.  Francis  Asbiiry,  the  first  bishop  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  in  the  United  States.  He  died  Aug. 
,2,  1841,  and  is  buried  in  Mount  Vernon  cemetery, 
at  Eivei’jide,  Pa.  Judge  Gearhart  married  Mar- 
garet Eunkell,  of  Xew  Jersev,  and  they  were  tiie 
parents  of  one  son.  John,  Itorn  in  Sejitember,  178‘.', 
who  married  Sophia  Brown,  born  June  4,  1797. 
They  had  a family  of  six  children,  bnrn  as  follows; 
Jacob,  1818 ; Sarah,  Jan.  17,  1821 ; Margaret. 
April  22,  1823;  Mary  B.,  Sept.  15,  1825;  Henry, 
Aug.  7,  1829;  Jesse  B.,  May  17,  1833.  Of  these, 
IMargaret  married  Eev.  I.  H.  Torrence,  a promi- 
nent Methodist  clergyman,  now  deceased.  iMrs. 
Torrence,  tvho  still  resides  on  the  homestead,  is' 
now  past  eighty-seven  years  old.  She  is  tlie  mother 
of  three  children;  Mary  Virginia  married  George 
B.  O'Connor  and  bad  a daughter  Mary  F..  wife  of 
J.  Calvin  Peifer  (they  have  a son,  George  Tor- 
rence) ; Sarah  Ellen  married  C.  IM.  Kyght,  and 
has  a sou,  Torrence;  William  is  deceasecl. 


Hannon  Gearhart,  son  of  Capt.  Jacob  and  Cath- 
arine (Kline)  Gearhai't,  married  Abigail  Bayler. 
and  thev  resided  in  the  frame  house  built  by  his  fa- 
ther. Much  of  his  land  is  now  included  in  the  bor- 
ough of  Eiverside  and  in  South  Danville.  IMr.  and 
iMrs.  Gearhart  had  a family  of  twelve  cliildren.  as 
follows ; IMary  married  Henry  Yorks  and  had 
children.  Clinton,  .Amanda  and  Ellen  (married 
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Uavid  Unger)  ; Cieorge,  who  removed  to  Ohio,  had 
two  sons  and  two  claiiglitors;  Alargaret  mar-ried 
Jonas  Wolfe  and  liad  oluhlren,  Donald,  Gearhart, 
Wellington  and  throe  daughters;  Jatoh  died  un- 
married; Daniel  is  mentioned  more  fully  below; 
William  died  unmarried ; Hannah  was  born  in 
1831 ; Pllizabcth,  Ellen,  Susan  and  Kate  died  un- 
married; Deter  married  Celestia  Coup  and  had 
children,  George,  Gertrude  (married  Charles 
Chalfant)  and  Lillian  (married  Dr.  X.  AL  Smith). 

Daniel  Gearhart,  son  of  Harmon  Gearhart,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Koons,  daughter  of  Philip  and  Han- 
nah (Haas)  Koons,  both  of  whom  were  members 
of  old  families  of  Xorthumberland  county.  Air. 
and  Airs.  Gearhart  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  viz. : Daniel  AE.  who  lives  in  Alabama, 

married  and  has  had  children.  Joseph,  Push,  Sar- 
ah and  Alaggie  ; Alargaret  married  J.  W.  Philips,  of 
Danville,  Pa.,  and  has  one  daughter,  Caddie;  Sar- 
ah married  A^'illiam  Sanders;  Cadwallader  AAh  is 
mentioned  presently. 

Cadwai.ladek  A^h  Ge.\.rhart,  who  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Gearhart  township,  Xorth- 
uraberland  county,  was  born  Sept.  30,  1853,  in 
Push  township,  this  county,  on  the  farm  adjoining 
his  present  home,  both  farms  being  part  of  the  old 
Gearhart  tract  taken  up  by  Capt.  Jacob  Gearhart 
and  his  brother  William  in  1700.  He  obtained  his 
early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
township,  and  remained  at  home  on  the  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  Going  to 
Xew  Y^’ork  State,  he  became  a fireman  on  the  Del- 
aware, Lackawanna  Ac  Western  railroad,  being  tlius 
employed  two  years,  after  which  he  was  promoted 
to  engineer,  in  which  position  he  continued  for 
three  years.  From  Xew  Y^ork  State  he  event  down 
to  Cedartown,  Ga.;  where  he  again  found  work  as 
a railroad  engineer,  being  engaged  a=  such  for 
some  years.  In  1886  he  moved  from  Cedartown 
to  Talladega,  Ala.,  where  he  was  occupied  in  the 
same-  capacity  until  1803.  completing  a record 
of  twenty-two  years  in  all  at  railroad  work,  dur- 
ing all  of  which  time  he  never  received  an  injury 
nor  caused  injuiw  to  any  other  person.  In  1803 
Air.  Gearhart  nmved  Ins  family  back  to  his  old 
home,  returning  alone  to  Alabama,  where  he  stayed 
until  Alay,  1800.  Haying  purchased  the  Philip 
Koons  property  in  Gearhart  township,  the  old  home 
of  his  grandfather,  he  then  began  the  raising  of 
truck  and  small  fruits.  He  has  improved  the  farm 
in  many  ways  since  taking  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty, and  in  1808  built  the  house  thereon  which  he 
and  his  wife  now  occupy,  a struchire  of  concrete 
blocks,  which  he  made  himself.  He  is  an  intelli- 
gent and  enter])rising  man  in  the  conduct  of  his 
business  affairs,  which  have  prospered  continuously, 
and  his  ability  has  been  recognized  by  his  fellow 
citizens,  who  have  chosen  him  to  serve  in  local  po- 
sitions of  public  trust.  He  has  been  a school  di- 
rector for  over  fifteen  years  and  a supervisor  of 


roads  f<ir  some  twelve  years.  In  political  connec- 
tion he  is  a Democrat. 

AAdiile  in  Xew  Y'ork  State  Air.  Gearhart  married 
Alartha  Doman.  They  have  no  children.  Air, 
Gearhart  is  a member  of  the  Alothodist  Church, 
while  Airs.  Gearhart  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  Fraternally  he  is  a member  of  Talla- 
dega Lodge,  P.  & A.  AI. 


George  Gearhart,  son  of  Capt.  Jacob  and  Cath- 
arine ( Kline) , Gearhart,  was  born  in  rvhat  is  now 
Hunterdon  countv,  X.  J..  and  he  liecame  a pros- 
perous farmer  and  landowner.  He  had  a beautiful 
farm  one  mile  from  Riverside,  along  the  bank  of 
the  Susquehanna  river  one  mile  south  of  the 
bridge,  now  forming  part  of  Soutli  Danville.  It 
was  a present  to  him  from  his  father  at  his  nia- 
jority  and  there- he  lived  all  his  life.  He  erected 
many  buildings  there,  and  as  he  prospered  pui-- 
chased  more  land,  at  his  death  owning  betweeii 
three  hundred  and  four  hundred  acres  along  the 
Susquehanna.  He  was  twice  married,  his  first 
u'ife  being  Achie  Punyan,  who  died  when  a t’oung 
woman,  the  mother  of  four  children  ; Bonham  B., 
Benjamin  (who  moved  out  West).  Eliza  and  Ee- 
hecea  (married  Wilson  Alettler) . His  second  wife 
was  Phoebe  Lott,  by  whom  he  had  three  children : 
Achie,  George  and  Harmon. 

Bonham  E.  Gearhart,  AI.  D..  son  of  Gfeorge  Gear- 
hart, was  born  Alarch  18,  1811,  on  his  father's 
homestead  iir  Eush  township,  and  there  received 
his  early  education,  later  attending  academy  at 
Danville.  He  read  medicine  evith  Dr.  Harmon 
Gearhart,  of  Bloomsburg,  and  took  a course  at 
Jefferson  Alcdical  College,  Philadelphia,  from 
which  he  was  graduated.  For  two  years  Dr.  Gear- 
hart practiced  in  Sunbury,  and  he  was  siiijse- 
qnently  in  AYashingtonville  and  Turbutville  ( ISoh- 
1811)  before  settling  at  Danville,  where  he  was  in 
successful  practice  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  physicians  of  his  day,  and 
his  death,  which  occurred  Alay  9,  1855.  when  he 
was  in  his  early  forties,  was  widely  mourned.  He 
died  of  pneumonia.  Dr.  Gearhart  married  Eliz- 
abeth Boyd,  daughter  of  William  Boyd,  of  Dan- 
ville, and  granddaughter  of  William  Boyd,  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America.  Airs.  Gearhart 
survived  the  Doctoi-  maTiy  years,  living  to  advanced 
age.  They  were  the  parents  of  a large  familv.  viz. : 
AVilliam  Boyd  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Buttler.  and  thev  have  had  children.  Eliz- 
abeth Boyd  and  Marv  Alta,  the  former  the  wife 
of  E.  Scott  Ammerman  and  the  mother  of  four 
children,  Robert  Boyd,  William  Edgar,  Elizabeth 
Catharine  and  Dorothy  Ada;  Achie  is  deceased; 
George  AI..  who  was  for  many  years  cashier  of  the 
Danville  Xational  Bank,  was  born  Alarch  18,  1811. 
on  his  father's  birthday,  in  the  same  room  where 
his  father  was  born,  and  married  Cordelia  Clark, 
daughter  id'  David  and  Eleanor  (Gearhart)  Clark. 
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their  union  being  bless^ed  by  three  ehihiren.  David 
Clark  (who  died  when  tlivee  years,  six  raontlis  old), 
Charles  Willitts  (a  graduate  of  Lehigii  University) 
and  Eleanor  -Clark  (married  Frederick  C.  Kirk- 
endall  and  had  one  son,  Charles  F.)  ; a daughter, 
twin  of  Ceorge  iE,  died  in  infancy  ; Bonham  lb, 
I)orn  May  :20,  1843,  long  connected  as  cashier  and 
later  as  president  with  the  First  Xational  Bank  of 
Danville,  married  ^lary  Louise  Yorks,  tlaughter  of 
Samuel  and  Mary  Ann  (West)  AYrks,  and  they 
had  two  children,  Anna  M.  (who  married  i\[.  Grier 
Y’oungman,  cashier  of  the  Danville  X'ational  Bank 
and  has  children  iMary  Louise  and  John  Bonham) 
and  Robert  Y. ; Jasper  married  (first)  Florence 
YYrks  and  after  her  death  Margaret  Thompson, 
and  has  one  daughter,  Emma;  James  B.  died  un- 
married; Alexander  IMontgotnery,  born  at  Danville 
July  26,  1846,  Tor  many  years  station  agent  at 
Danville  for  tlie  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 'West- 
ern Railway  Company,  married  Martha  iMcCoy, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Eleanor  (Voids)  McCoy, 
and  they  had  one  daughter,  Xell  Bonham,  who 
married  William  L.  ^IcClure  and  had  three  chil- 
dren, Harold  Russel,  Donald  C.  and  Jasper  ; i\L 
Grier  completed  the  family. 

'William  Gearhart,  son  of  Capt.  Jacob  and  Cath- 
arine (Kline)  Gearhart,  married  Sarah,  and  they 
had  a son  John.  John  Gearhart  married  Martha 
Martin,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  one  son,  Wil- 
son M.,  and  one  daughter,  Sarah,  who  married  Al- 
fred Sober. 

Wilson  M.  Gearhart,  son  of  John  and  Martha 
(Martin)  Gearhart,  was  born  Jan.  ’Xl,  1846,  in 
Xorthumberland  county,  and  spent  his  early  life  on 
a farm.  He  received  his  preliminary  education  in 
the  country  schools,  later  attending  the  Danville 
Institute  and  Dickinson  Seminary,  at  Williams- 
port, Pa.,  from  which  latter  he  was  graduated  in 
1865,  having  com])leted  the  classical  course.  From 
that  time  until  1868  he  was  engaged  in  teaching, 
was  next  a bookkeeper  until  187'2,  and  then  em- 
barked in  business  on  Ids  own  account,  continuing 
thus  until  1875.  'bhat  year  he  was  elected  pro- 
thonotary  of  IMontour  county,  on  the  Republican 
ticket,  although  the  county  was  strongly  Demo- 
cratic, and  his  )>opularity  was  further  shown  in 
his  subsequent  reelection,  several  times.  Receiv- 
ing the  appointment  of  chief  clerk  in  the  State  de- 
partment at  Harrisburg,  he  retained  that  position 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  in  18!)8.  He  married 
Jane  Beaver,  daughter  of  Jesse  Beaver,  of  Dan- 
ville, and  to  them  were  l)orn  three  children : Em- 

eline,  who  is  deceased ; .1.  Beaver,  mentioned  be- 
low; and  Lois,  who  married  John  R.  Sharpless,  of 
Hazleton,  Pa.,  and  has  two  children,  Jane  and 
John  R.,  J r. 

J.  Be-VVEU  Gu-vnuAKT,  D.  D.  S..  only  sou  of  Wil- 
son M.  and  Jane  (Beaver)  Gearhart,  was  born  in 
Danville,  and  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  hi*  native 


city.  He  was  a pubdic  school  pupil  until  Ids  gradu- 
ation from  the  high  school,  after  which  lie  entered 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1892.  This  was  followed  by  a 
course  in  dentistry,  and  in  1895  he  opened  an  of- 
tice  in  Danville,  where  he  has  since,  engaged  in 
practice.  He  commands  a wide  patronage  in  his 
professional  work,  and  personally  enjoys  unusual 
])opularity.  Dn  April  2,  1895,  he  enlisted  at  Dan- 
ville in  Company  F,  12th  Regiment,  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Xational  Guard,  and  served  as  a private 
until  July  25,  1897,  when  he  was  appointed  ser- 
geant major  of  the  battalion.  On  April  26.  1898, 
he  was  appointed  battalion  adjutant,  with  the 
rank  of  second  lieutenant,  and  was  recommissioned 
April  28,  1899,  with  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant. 
On  July  31,  1899,  he  accepted  election  as  first  lieu- 
tenant of  Companv  F,  12th  Regiment,  and  on  Xov. 
4,  1899,  he  was  elected  captain  of  that  company, 
which  he  commanded  continirously  for  about  nine 
years,  having  been  unanimously  reelected  u))ou  the 
expiration  of  his  first  commission,  in  1904.  He 
served  nearly  four  years  thereafter,  when  he  re- 
signed and  was  placed  on  the  retired  list  of  the 
National  (tuard  of  Pennsylvania.  During  the 
Spanish-Ainerican  war  Dr.  Gearhart  served  as  bat- 
talion adjutant  and  regular  A.  C.  S.  of  the  12th 
Regiment.  Pennsvlvania  Volunteers,  from  Mav  12, 
1898,  to  Oct.  29,'  1898. 


Charles  Gearhart,  son  of  Capt.  Jacob  and  Cath- 
arine (Kline)  Gearhart,  married  Sarah  Ephland, 
and  their  family  consisted  of  two  sons  and  one 
daughter,  as  follows:  (1)  Charles  Perrv,  born 

Jan.  18.  1818.  died  in  December,  18—.  He  mar- 
ried Agnes  Blue,  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Agnes 
(Childs)  Blue  and  granddaughter  of  Michael 
Blue,  a soldier  of  the  Revolution.  To  them  were 
born  six  children:  Artlnir  Clarence,  who  died  un- 
married; Amanda,  who  married  S.  M.  01)erdorf; 
Edith,  who  married  Philip  Mettler  and  had  chil- 
dren, Charles  G.  (a  captain  in  the  L^nited  States 
army),  Agnes  (who  married  John  Smith).  Edith. 
Alice,  John  and  Catharine;  Mary  Alice,  wife  of 
E.  M-  Eckman ; Gertrude  G.,  wife  of  G.  H.  Sonne- 
born,  deceased;  and  Charles  P.,  mentioned  later. 

(2)  Samantha  married  Thomas  Jamison  and  they 
had  children;  Helen  is  unmarried;  Charles  mar- 
ried (first)  a Miss  Lyon,  bv  whom  he  had  three 
children,  Xellie  (Mrs.  Harrv  Billmeyer,  who  has 
one  daughter.  Martha).  Thomas  (married  Elsie 
Kardisky)  and  Lone  (married  V.  V.  Hidaker). 
and  his  second  marriage  was  to  Elizabeth  Lau- 
bach ; .Vrthur  is  deceased ; Frank  married  Alice 
Richardson  and  had  children  IMary  and  Catharine. 

(3)  Arthur  and  his  wife  Lucy  are  the  parents  of 
four  clnldren ; Arthur,  unmarried;  .Anna,  un- 
married; William,  who  married  Lena  Herman; 
and  Sarah,  who  married  Samuel  Detwiller  and  has 
( hihlren  Lucy  and  Clara. 


Wi 


. , ..7  . - jv  ' 

?,Ki  ,ww»ll  rif  hmi^  affiSv»«fao' ^ ' • i' 


.‘f->1ls{ 

'W'.J 

i<iK[_riti7»  :,atm  :^>iihV.  <*d'  ,«l»;'l^i-r;/i|{.  J*  MsttrtS 

rtl  .•j«>*ifei,i['ri!li  (HIO'  Sifts' J divJj*  -Ji 


I fy  i;i(ii(i®3&  »id  % umiT  Bfii  < 

r«f?U,  inarfl.ot 

.iKW'i ii*‘t#i  j , tffifii  bA»;  Ji  -iMeii 

io  «#  V9.T/J!;  aM;v/  Kitin  ‘Jitf#j’A  cei!  &f8 


^'.  ; .-  . . , . - ,., 

i«.«SKftlJf  "■;',IV:W,.i' 


,Vj‘ 


^4•'  'A'  )A' 


XOimir.AIBElJLAXI)  rOrXTY,  rEXXSYLVAX  l a 


Charles  P.  Cearhart,  son  of  Cliarlcs  P.  and  Afc- 
ues  (Blue)  Geariiart,  was  born  in  (Tearhart  town- 
ship anrl  tliore  received  his  early  education  in  the 
local  schools.  Later  he  attended  Danville  Acad- 
emy under  Prof.  James  Kelso,  read  law  with  Judge 
Hinckley,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1S!)0, 
since  when  he  has  been  engaged  in  legal  practice. 
In  1905  he  was  elected  district  attorney  of  5Ion- 
tour  county.  Pa.,  and  was  reelected  to  that  position 
in  1908.  Politicallv  he  is  a Democrat.  In  1881 
Mr.  Gearhart  enlisted  in  the  Xational  Guard  of 
Pennsylvania;  in  1887  he  M'as  elected  captain  of 
Company  F,  P2th  Regiment;  and  in  189?  became 
major  of  that  regiment.  He  retired  from  the  serv- 
ice in  October,  1909,  after  a service  of  nearly  twen- 
ty-nine years. 


John  Gearhart,  son  of  Capt.  Jacob  and  Cath- 
arine (Kline)  Gearhart,  married  Anna  Cool,  of 
New  Jersey.  Their  children  were : Ann  E., 

Tunis,  William  Cool,  Jacob  and  John.  Of  these, 
Ann  E.  became  the  wife  of  Wilson  l\Iettler,  who 
was  born  in  1813,  son  of  Philip  and  Susan  (Car- 
ter) Mettler,  and  died  Oct.  8,  1900.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mettler  were  born  four  children : Sarah 

Elizabeth,  Susan  IM.,  Spencer  and  Anna.  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Mettler  married  a Hoffman,  and  had 
one  daughter,  Anna,  who  married  William  G.  Wil- 
liams; Susan  M.  5Iettler  married  Hugh  ^'astine 
and  had  children,  Wilson  IM.,  Elizabeth  B.  and 
H.  Spencer  (who  married  Sarah  P.  Mettler  and 
has  had  children  Pauline  and  Rachel)  ; SjKmcer 
Mettler  married  Anna  Brandon  and  had  children. 
Flora  Augusta  (who  married  C.  Y.  Ammerman 
and  had  a daughter  Ruth ) and  Spencer  Wilson 
(who  died  young) . 

Maclay  Cool  Gearhart  was  born  Sept.  11,  IS'38, 
in  Rush  township  (what  is  now  Riverside),  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  son  of  William  Cool  and  Mary 
tiarris.  (Awl)  Gearhart,  and  a grandson  of  John 
Gearhart.  He  was  of  Scotch-Iri'h  descent,  for  be- 
sides being  a scion  of  the  Gearhart  family  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  John  Harris,  the  founder  of 
Harrisburg,  Pa.,  and  of  William  IMaclav.  one  of 
the  first  two  United  States  senators  from  Penn- 
sylvania, He  was  abo\it  two  years  old  when  his 
parents  moved  to  a farm  near  Sunbury  (close  to 
what  is  now  Seven  Points),  and  his  father  dyijij 
Sept.  15,  1831,  a few  years  afterward  he  moved 
with  his  mother  to  Sunburv.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  that  place,  attend- 
ing at  the  time  the  public  school  building  was  lo- 
cated on  Third  street,  on  the  present  site  of  the 
old  Masonic  hall.  At  Danville.  Pa.,  he  served  the 
greater  part  of  his  aiiprenticeship  to  the  tailor's 
trade,  which  he  finished  learning  with  George 
C.  "Welker,  of  Sunbury,  serving  from  18  i8  to  1851. 
Afterward  he  served  an  apprenticeship  and  learned 
the  confectioner's  trade,  in  Philadelphia,  whence 
he  returned  to  Suni)ui'V,  in  1851,  ami  started  the 


manufacture  and  sale  of  eonPectionery.  His  first 
location  was  in  the  ohL  Painter  building,  on  Market 
street,  between  Second  and  Third  streets,  and  later 
he  moved  to  a location  on  the  same  street  between 
Third  and  Fourth  streets,  where  he  had  his  place 
of  business  and  residence  as  well.  He  continued 
his  establishment  until  1901,  when  he  closed  out 
the  Imsiness,  thereafter  living  in  retirement  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  Xov.  3,  P)03. 

IMr.  Gearhart  was  a prominent  citizen  of  Sun- 
bury for  a nundier  of  years.  For  many  years  he 
was  an  intiueritial  member  of  the  school  board  of 
that  borough,  serving  one  year  as  treasurer  of  ihe 
board  ; was  a member  of  the  Sunbury  town  coun- 
cil one  term  ; and  served  two  terms  as  treasurer  of 
the  borough,  lie  was  a memher  of  the  Presby- 
terian ('hurch  from  boyhood,  transferring  his 
memhership  to  the  Lutheran  C'hurch  in  order  to 
have  his  family  together  in  one  church.  He  served 
a number  of  years  as  member  of  the  church  coun- 
cil, in  both  churches. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Gearhart  was  the 
oldest  resident  Freemason  in  Sunbury.  He  served 
two  terms  as  worshipful  master  of  Sunbury  Lodge. 
Xo.  22,  F.  & A.  M. ; having  served  so  faithfully 
during  his  first  term,  ho  was  elected  the  second 
time  from  the  floor  of  the  lodge.  During  his  sec- 
ond term  the  lodge  was  in  straitened  circumstances' 
financially,  and  he  ordered  the  secretary  to  prepare 
for  him  a list  of  the  memhers  showing  all  delin- 
iiuents,  after  which  he  made  a personal  canvass 
among  the  memhers,  collecting  the  liack  dues  and 
thus  placing  the  finances  of  the  lodge  on  a firm  ba- 
sis. During  his  service  as  worshipful  master,  in 
1870,  occurred  the  big  fire  which  destroyed  the 
corner  where  the  Oppenheimer  & Jonas  clothing 
store  now  stands,  burning  to  Court  street.  As 
there  was  great  danger  of  the  Masonic  Hall  build- 
ing burning  he  removed  all  the  lodge  paraphernalia 
to  his  residence,  packing  the  same  in  chests  and 
personally  caring  for  the  property. 

On  June  "38,  185-1,  Dir.  Gearhart  married  Ro- 
sanna Gossler,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  IMary 
(T’etry)  Gossler,  and  they  had  a familv. 

Rorkrt  H.viiias  G i:.u{h.vrt.  son  of  Maclay  Cool 
and  Rosanna  (Gossler)  Gearhart,  was  horn  Aug. 
’28,  1855,  in  Snnhury,  where  he  grew  to  manhood, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
academy  of  the  borough.  For  a short  time  he  was 
in  tlie  employ  of  the  Adams  Express  Company, 
sultsequently  assisting-  his  father  for  a number  of 
years,  aitd  then  returning  to  his  former  em])lov- 
ers,  with  whom  he  continned  for  si.x  years.  He 
liad  been  familiar  with  the  confectionery  business 
from  boyhood,  and  he  again  l)ecame  his  father's 
assistant  in  that  line,  continuing  until  his  father 
closed  out  business.  Mr.  Gearhart  has  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  jiolitics  from  early  man- 
hood. actively  associated  with  the  best  interests  of 
the  R('i)ul'lican  party  in  city  and  county  affairs  for 
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a number  of  years.  In  1S90  and  1900  he  was  cen- 
sus enumerator  of  tlie  Second  ward  of  Sunbury, 
where  lie  resides;  in  1898  lie  was  appointed,  by  the 
l(oard  of  county  commissioners,  as  mercantile  ap- 
praiser; and  served  the  Sunbury  standing  com- 
mittee secretary  and  treasurer  for  a period  of 
seven  years.  On  May  10,  1900,  lie  was  appointed 
assistant  jiostmaster  of  Sunbury,  and  has  since 
been  re-appointed,  by  F.  K.  Hill,  the  present  post- 
master. He  is  a capable  official  and  a highly  re- 
spected citizen. 

In  1879  IMr.  Oearhart  married  ilary  Cornman, 
daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Barbara  (Schrumm) 
Cornman,  of  Carlisle,  Cumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  the 
former  of  whom  was  the  first  public  printer  of 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Gearhart  is  a descendant  of 
Pocahontas  through  her  connection  with  the  Pan- 
dolph  family  of  Virginia.  Five  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  IMrs.  Gearhart:  (1)  Eev.  Eph- 

raim Maclay  Gearhart,  pastor  of  Trinity  Luther- 
an Chnreli  at  Sunbury,  married  Minnie  Kline,  of 
M'illiamsport,  Pa.,  who  died  in  1907,  leaving  a 
son,  Ephraim  ^raclay,  Jr.  (2)  Hosanna  G.  mar- 
ried Prof.  Lewis  H.  Mackiney,  one  of  the  high 
school  teachers  at  Sunbury,  where  they  reside, 
and  thev  have  one  son.  Arland  H.  (3)  Pobert 
H.  is  a theological  student  at  Gettysburg  Sem- 
inary. (1)  IMarion  P.  married  Bessie  Miller  and 
they  reside  at  Carlisle,  Pa.  (he  is  a printer).  (5) 
Mary  C.  graduated  from  Sunbury  high  school  with 
the  class  of  1911,  taking  first  honors. 

Mr.  Gearhart  and  his  family  reside  at  Xo.  47 
South  Fifth  street.  They  are  members  of  Zion’s 
Lutheran  Church  at  Sunbury,  to  which  he  has  be- 
longed since  1872.  lie  was  made  a Mason  in  1876, 
being,  entered  in  October,  crafted  in  Xovember  and 
raised  in  December,  and  he  was  one  of  the  young- 
est men  ever  initiated  into  the  fraternity  at  Sun- 
bury, where  he  is  associated  with  Lodge  Xo.  22. 

SbvMUEL  Gosslku  Geauhaet,  son  of  Maclay 
Cool  and  Posanna  (Gossler)  Gearhart,  was  born 
July  13,  1857,  in  Sunbury,  and  obtained  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  that  borough. 
He  later  had  a term  at  what  was  then  ^Missionary 
Institute,  now  Susquehanna  University,  at  Selins- 
grove.  Pa.  Assisting  his  father  from  boyhood,  he 
learned  the  candy  business,  both  the  work  in  the 
factory  and  the  work  in  the  store.  When  about 
eighteen  years  old  he  was  employed  one  year  in 
a ])laning  mill  at  Lock  Haven,  Pa.,  as  an  appren- 
tice, to  learn  bench  carpentering.  On  June  26, 
1876,  he  began  to  learn  telegraphy,  entering  the 
service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Pailroad  Company  as 
telegraph  operator  Aug.  1,  1877,  since  which  time 
he  has  been  engaged  continuously  on  the  Sunbury 
and  Shamokin  divisions  of  that  cvimpany.  On 
March  14,  1883,  he  was  promoted  to  train  dis- 
patcher, and  to  Division  operator  and  assistant 
trainmaster  May  1,  1891.  He  holds  this  position 
at  the  present  time,  having  now  over  two  hundred 


men  under  bis  supervision.  Mr.  Gearhart  is  one 
of  the  oldest  men,  in  point  of  service,  in  the  em- 
]doy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Pailroad  Company. 

On  June  18,  1879,  Mr.  Gearhart  married  Emma 
Lucia  Schoch,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mar- 
garet (Bright)  .Schoch,  of  Selinsgrove,  Pa.,  and 
they  have  a family  of  two  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Bessie  S.  married  Prof.  George  L.  Swank,  a grad- 
uate of  Harvard  University  and  now  superintend- 
ent of  public  schools  at  Elysburg,  Pa. ; Ileber 
Gossler,  a graduate  of  State  College,  Pennsylvania, 
is  a civil  engineer,  and  at  present  engaged  as 
assistant  superintendent  of  constniction  with  the 
McClintic-Marshall  Construction  Company,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pa.:  Margaret  A.  is  living  at  home; 
Samuel  G.,  Jr.,  a graduate  of  Pennsylvania  State 
College,  is  an  electrical  engineer  in  the  employ  of 
the  General  Electric  Company,  of  Pittsfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Mr.  and  IMrs.  Samuel  G.  Gearhart  are  members 
of  Zion’s  Lutheran  Church,  Sunbury,  and  Mr. 
Gearhart  has  long  been  active  in  church  work.  He 
has  served  a number  of  years  as  a member  of  the 
cluirch  council,  and  as  secretary  of  the  council; 
was  for  a number  of  years  financial  secretary  of  the 
church,  and  was  secretary  and  librarian  of  the 
Sunday  school.  He  has  been  a member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  from  boyhood,  and  IMrs.  Gear- 
hart’s family  have  all  been  connected  with  that 
church.  Mr.  Gearhart  has  taken  special  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Y.  IM.  C.  A.,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing his  fourth  year  as  president  of  the  Rmlroad 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  at  Suuburv  ; for  the  past  three  years 
he  has  filled  the  position  of  chairman  of  the  district 
committee  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

In  1887  Mr.  Gearhart  was  made  a Mason  in 
Lodge  Xo.  22,  Sunburv— entered  Mai'ch  9,  passed 
April  8,  raised  July  5.  On  account  of  his  apt- 
ness in  learning  the  work  he  was  elected  to  fill 
the  high  offices  of  his  lodge,  serving  as  junior 
warden  in  1889,  as  senior  warden  in  1890  and  as 
worshipful  master  in  1891.  On  Xov.  26,  1889,  he 
exemplified  the  first  degree  in  Freemasonry  in 
Lodge  Xo.  22  at  a visitation  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Pennsylvania,  over  three  hundred  brothers  and 
visiting  brothers  being  present.  At  the  time  Mr. 
Gearhart  was  serving  in  the  chairs  the  work  of 
conferring  the  degrees  had  been  done  for  a num- 
l)er  of  years  by  Past  Master  Jacob  P.  Cressinger, 
and  Mr.  Gearhart  decided  to  do  his  own  work. 
Accordingly  he  learned  the  work  from  Mr.  Cres- 
singer, ami  the  first  night  he  sat  as  worshipful 
master,  Jan.  24,  1891,  he  raised  two  candidates. 
During  his  term  of  office  lie  entered  eight,  passed 
two  and  raiseil  seven  candidates. 


William  Gearhart,  brother  of  Capt.  Jacob  Gear- 
hart, was  born  in  Strasburg,  Germany,  and  came  to 
America  in  1751.  He  settled  in  Hunterdon  coun- 


*\  ojn’j  i [; M RE  K’  LAxn  couxt \ , r exx s v e vaxi a 


8'E) 


iy,  X.  ,1.  When  the  Uevf.Iutionary  war  broke  out  lie 
enlisted  in  the  Hunterdon  count}’  militia  and  was 
jiromoted  to  ensign.  After  the  war.  about  17!'0; 
he  came  to  XTorthHinberland  county,  Pa.,  and  pur- 
chased a large  tract  iif  land  to  the  southeast  of 
t'apt,  Jacob  Gearhart's  tract,  settling  in  Push 
township.  In  XAnv  Jersey  he  married  Eleanor 
Deivnight,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  four  sons 
and  three  daughters,  as  follows:  William.  Aaron, 

Tobias,  Jacob,  Elizabeth  (Airs.  Amens),  Ann 
(Mrs.  Amens).  and  iMary  (Afrs.  Lamberson). 

William  Gearhart,  son  of  William,  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  married  Sarah  Boone,  and  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  iMayimry.  born  in  1813;  Harriet. 
1815  (married  Lewis  AAtter)  ; Juliann,  1818 
(married  Samuel  Darder)  ; Eleanor,  1S19  (mar- 
ried David  Clark)  ; Amelia,  1821  (married  G.  M. 
Shoop). 

JOfiX”  D.  HILBUSH,  one  of  the  active  and 
energetic  business  men  of  Shamokin,  comes  of  the 
sturdy  German  stock  that  jias  given  Pennsylvania 
so  many  of  her  most  useful  citizens. 

The  name,  originally  Hallobush  (or  Hallow- 
bush),  is  spelled  in  many  ways — Hilbush.  Hill- 
bush,  Hillibish,  Hilbish  and  Hallerbush.  Christian 
Hallowbush  (Hallobush).  the  emigrant  ancestor  of 
John  D.  Hilbush,  was  born  in  1718  in  the  German 
Palatinate,  and  came  to  America  in  1724:  with  his 
brother  Peter  and  widowed  mother.  They  landed 
at  Philadelphia,  locating  shoi’tly  after  in  Salford 
township,  ^Montgomery  county.  Peter  Hallowbush 
was  born  in  1709,  and  died  in  1768,  leaving  five 
children,  Catharine.  Johst,  iJlagdalena,  Margaret 
and  Ann  IMaria.  Christian  Hallowbush  died  in 
Montgomery  conntv  in  1778,  the  father  of  four 
children,  Magdalena.  Henry,  Adam  and  Peter. 

Daniel  Hilbush,  Sr.,  evidently  a grandson  of 
Christian,  was  the  great-grandfather  of  John  D. 
Hilbush.  He  was  born  Sept.  27,  1779,  in  Long- 
swamp  township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  moved  from 
his  native  county  in  about  1800.  In  1820  he 
purchased  a farm  of  300  acres  in  IMahahoy  town- 
ship, Xorthumberland  county,  upon  whicli  he  set- 
tled that  same  year,  passing  the  remainder  of  his 
life  on  that  property,  where  he  died  March  11, 
1862.  He  was  a stonemason  by  trade,  and  followed 
that  calling  in  connection  with  farming,  and  he 
was  a man  who  liore  an  active  part  in  the  affairs 
of  his  comlnunity.  In  1823  he  was  commissioned 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  served  as  such  continuous- 
ly until  1860;  the  office  was  out  of  the  family 
only  five  years,  however,  his  grandson,  Jacob  P., 
having  been  elected  in  1865.  In  1833,  when  the 
bridge  across  Greenbrier  creek  was  constructed, 
Daniel  Hilbush.  Sr.,  was  served  as  commissioner 
of  Northumberland  county.  He  was  one  of  the 
military  officers  of  the  county,  being  a captain, 
and  his  company  was  second  on  the  list  to  be 
called  out  in  the  war  of  1812  if  needed.  He  mar- 


ried Elizabeth  Eolk,  of  Berks  county,  born  iMarch 
3,  1781,  died  Nov.  20,  1869,  and  to  them  were 
born  ten  children:  Polly,  Jacob,  Henry,  Daniel, 
Jr.,  Betzy,  Joshua  and  Jesse  (twins),  Pachel,  Jo- 
seph de  y.  and  Hettie. 

Daniel  Hilbush,  Jr.,  son  of  Daniel,  Sr.,  was 
born  Dec.  20,  1807,  ui  Berks  county.  Pa.,  and  came 
to  Washington  township  in  his  young  manhood. 
He  was  a plasterer  by  trade,  and  followed  that 
occupation  in  connection  with  farming.  He  lived 
in  Washington  township  until  1865,  when  he  came 
to  Jackson  township,  farming  there  until  his  re- 
tirement. He  died  in  Jackson  township  IMarch 
17,  1897,  in  his  ninetieth . year.  Mr.  Hilbush 
inarried  Nancy  Pomlierger,  daughter  of  Adam,  of 
Lykens  township,  I>auphin  county.  She  died  in 
1891,  in  her  eightieth  year.  They  are  buried  at 
Mahanoy  Church  in  Jackson  township.  iMr.  and 
Mrs.  Hilbush  had  children  as  follows:  Jacob  P., 
of  iMahanoy,  Jackson  township;  Henry  Adam; 
and  Elias  P.,  of  iMahanoy,  Pa.,  -who  owns  the 
homestead  in  Jackson  township.  Daniel  Hilbush, 
Jr.,  was  an  active  member  of  the  Peformed  Chirrch 
at  IMahanoy,  serving  as  deacon,  elder  and  trustee, 
and  he  was  also  interested  in  the  affairs  of  his 
township,  serving  two  terms  as  overseer  of  the  poor. 

Henry  Adam  Hilbush,  son  of  Daniel  and  Nan- 
cy, died  in  1908.  He  learned  the  plasterers  trade, 
and  this  he  followed  in  Little  iMahanoy  township, 
together  rvith  farming.  He  spent  about  five  years 
at  farming  in  old  Virginia,  and  then  came  to 
Shamokin,  where  he  lired  retired  until  his  death. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Dillfield,  of  Dauphin  coun- 
ty. Pa.,  born  April  25,  1843,  died  May  10,  1907, 
and  their  children  were:  James,  Clara,  John  D., 
Amanda,  Abbie,  Isaac,  Daniel  (deceased),  Thama 
and  Herbert. 

John  D.  Hilbush  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Little  iMahanoy  township,  and  worked  on  the  farm 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  then  came  to 
Shamokin  and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In 
1903  he  formed  a partnership  with  A.  P.  Rntz, 
and  in  1905  became  treasurer  of  the  East  End 
Lumber  Company,  also  holding  the  position  of  out- 
side foreman  for  the  company.  He  has  other  busi- 
ness interests,  being  a director  of  the  Shamokin 
and  iMount  Carmel  Dei)artment  Store  Company, 
and  of  the  Shamokin  Department  Store  Company, 
the  latter  being  located  at  No.  5 Market  street, 
Shamokin.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  iMer- 
chants  Association. 

Mr.  Hilbush,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ida 
Paper,  daughter  of  Conrad  C.  and  Susan  (Dorn- 
seif)  Paper,  and  to  this  union  wore  born  three 
children.  Edward  ().,  Susan  E.  and  Pouben  IL, 
the  last  named  dying  v.'hen  four  years  old.  iMr. 
Hilbush  has  long  been  an  active  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as 
class  leader  and  trustee.  In  every  position  in 
which  ho  has  been  placed,  he  has  been  conscien- 
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tious  and  painstaking,  and  ho  has  the  respect  of 
all  who  know  him. 

Jacob  E.  Hilbcsii,  son  of  Daniel  and  Xancy^ 
was  born  iMarch  14,  1835,  in  Lvkens  township. 
Dauphin  county,  and  was  but  an  infant  wlion  his 
parents  settled  in  what  is  now  Wa.diington  town- 
ship, Xorthuinberland  county.  Here  he  was 
reared  on  the  farm,  and  commenced  to  learn  his 
father’s  trade,  that  of  plasterer,  when  eight  ilays 
less  than  fourteen  years  old.  He  continued  to 
follow  it,  otf  and  on,  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-five.  His  educational  advantages  in  his 
boyhood  were  only  such  as  the  old  suljscription 
schools  afforded,  and  he  gained  most  of  his  scho- 
lastic training  after  he  was  twenty-one  years  old, 
in  the  Freeburg  Academy.  But  he  improred  his 
time  there  sp  well  that  he  Irecame  competent  to 
teach,  and  was  thus  engaged  from  1858  to  1801, 
in  Freeburg.  His  salary  the  first  term  was  but 
eighteen  dollars,  and  his  compensation  was  in- 
creased two  dollars  a month  each  term ; he  taught 
in  all  nine  terms.  Since  twenty-eight  years  old 
he. has  followed  surveying,  being  the  only  surveyor 
in  his  section  of  the  county.  In  1865  ]\Ir.  Hilhush 
came  to  his  present  liome,  the  lot  adjoining  his 
father.s  old  farm  of  130  acres,  which  Ids  brother 
Elias  E.  now  owns.  His  home  is  pleasant  and 
comfortable. 

In  18G5,  as  previously  stated,  i\Ir.  Hilbush  was 
elected  a justice  of  the  peace,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  terms  has  ser\'ed  in  that  office  ever 
since,  holding  a comndssion  from  Governor  Cur- 
tin down  to  the  present  date.  In  this  connection 
he  has  been  a very  busy  man,  ha^ing  made  over 
sixteen  hundred  deeds  and  mortgages  since  enter- 
ing upon  his  .duties,  and  he  is  a well  known  and 
popular  citizen.  Mr.  Hillmsh  has  been  active  in 
promoting  the  interests  of  the  Democratic  party 
for  many  years,  having  served  as  delegate  , to  sev- 
eral county  conventions. 

In  1867  Mr.  Hilimsh  married  Amanda  Zartman. 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Seiler)  Zartman, 
and  they  have  had  three  children,  all  daughters: 
Annie,  who  died  in  her  seventeenth  year;  iMary 
and  Lyilia,  both  of  whom  are  unmarried  and  live 
at  home.  All  the  family  are  members  of  the  Ee- 
formed  Church. 


Edwix  S.  IIii.TJUsir,  a farmer  of  Jackson  town- 
ship, near  Otto  Station,  was  born  Aug.  15.  1866. 
son  of  Elias  1>.  and  Harriet  (Seiler)  Hilljush.  of 
Jackson  township,  and  grandson  of  Daniel  Hil- 
bush, Jr.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  township  and  reared  to  farm  life,  working 
for  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
nine  years.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Xational 
Transit  Company  for  fifteen  years  as  fireman,  be- 
ing at  the  Latsha  station  fourteen  years  and  at 
State  Line,  Bradford  county.  In  the  spidng  of 
1892  he  commenced  farming  on  the  ])lace  where 


he  still  lives,  a farm  of  196  acres  which  he  pur- 
chased in  18.90,  and  which  was  formerly  the  Dan- 
iel Zartman  place,  ha\ing  been  in  the  Zartman 
name  for  one  hundred  years.  It  was  the  old 
homestead  of  Daniel  Zartman,  who  built  the  brick- 
house  now  standing  on  the  property  in  1853. 
Zartman's  U.  E.  Church,  winch  stands  on  this 
farm,  was  built  in  1854.  i\Ir.  Hilhush  is  a most 
j)i’ogressive  farmer,  and  he  has  not  only  been  an 
intelligent  business  man  hut  a wide-awake  citizen, 
one  who  has  served  the  community  well.  He  was 
school  director  of  the  township  for  six  years  and 
township  treasurer  for  two  years.  He  has  long 
been  aii  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Deiuu- 
cratie  party,  and  served  two  years  as  county  com- 
mitteeman. He  has  likewise  been  diligent  in 
churcli  work,  Iiaving  been  deacon  four  years  and 
at  present  a,  trustee  of  St.  Peter's  Church  at  iMa- 
hanoy,  where  he  and  his  family  unite  with  the 
Eeformed  congregation.  Socially  he  is  a member 
of  Mahanoy  Lodge,  Xo.  551,  I.  0.  0.  F. 

On  Oct.  6,  1894,  Mr.  Hillmsh  married  iMary 
A.  Otto,  daughter  of  "Washington  Otto,  and  they 
have  had  three  children:  Eohert  M.,  Harry  A.  and 
Harriet  L. 

DEU:\IHELLEE.  The  branch  of  the  Drum- 
heller  family  here  under  consideration  has  repre- 
sentatives in  various  parts  of  Xorthuml)erland 
county,  Oliver  E.  Drumheller,  proprietor  of  the 
“'Aldine  Hotel,"  at  Sunhurv,  being  a well  known 
business  man  of  that  borough  ; Emanuel  C.  Drum- 
heller  is  a prosperous  farmer  in  Lower  Augusta 
township;  Albert  Z.  Drumheller.  late  of  ^lahanoy., 
was  a lifelong  resident  of  Jackson  township  and 
for  many  years  the  leading  undertaker  in  his 
district.  . 

Members  of  the  Drumheller  family  came  to 
America  in  the  early  days  of  this  Commonwealth., 
the  Pennsvlvania  Archives  (Yol.  XVII,  page  447  ; 
showing'  that  J.  Leonhart  Drundieller  arrived  Oct. 
26,  1754,  on  the  brigantine  ‘Alary  and  Sarah." 
That  they  were  for  a numlter  of  years  settled  in 
Berks  county  is  shown  by  the  P’ederal  Census  Ee- 
poit  of  1790,  which  records  the  names  of  Johp 
and  Xicholas  Drumheller,  of  Eai'l  township,  that 
county;  John  had  one  son  above  sixteen,  three 
sons  under  sixteen  and  one  daughter;  Xicholas 
had  one  son  above  sixteen,  three  sons  under  six- 
teen and  three  (laughters.  Eev.  C.  E.  Drumheller. 
of  this  stock,  served  as  Lutheran  ))astor  of  the 
Stone  \hdley  Fnion  Churcli  in  Xorthumherland 
county,  1883-84;  and  of  the  AYra  Cruz  Union 
Church,  in  Dauphin  county.  1883-81. 

The  name  was  well  represented  among  the  Colon- 
ial symfiathizers  during  the  Pevolutionarv  war. 
In  the  Pennsylvania  Archives  (5th  Series.  Vol. 
IV)  we  find  (page  318)  that  Gimrge  Drumheller 
belonged  to  the  Continental  Line,  serving  as  a 
private  in  the  Xorthampton  i-onutv  militia  during 
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that  war,  and  that  (ioor^re  Druiuheller  lator  was 
a itevolutiouarv  souliur  from  A'orthanipton  oouii- 
ty  (pa"o  (54!))  ; that  Jacob  Drmiiheller  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Continental  Jiine  from  Berks  county 
(page  and  ‘that  Jacob  Druiuheller  was  a 

private  in  Capt.  doliii  Reese's  company  (whicli 
formed  a part  of  the  ’3d  Pennsylvania  Battalion), 
commissioned  from  Jan.  o,  177(5,  to  A^ov.  ■f.'), 
177G. 

Johann  A'icholas  Druinlicller,  great-grandfather 
of  Albert  Z.,  Emanuel  C.  and  Oliver  R.  Drum- 
heller,  was  born  l\Iarch  14,  17o0,  in  Odenwald, 
Germany,  came  to  America  with  his  brother,  and 
settled  in  Berks  county.  Pa.  He  married  (tirst) 
Margaret  Fischer,  of  that  county,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children,  John  and  Xicholas,  and  after  her 
death  he  married  her  sister.  Catharine,  in  177(5. 
They  had  a family  of  eleven  children:  David. 
Margaret,  Catharine.  Abraham,  Susanna  (married 
a Holfman),  Philip,  Anna  Elizabeth, %Daniel.  i\Iar- 
tin,  Elizabeth  and  Xicholas  (born  Dec.  1!).  1801, 
died  Aug.  1.3,  1854.  whose  first  wife  was  Eliza- 
beth Hetrich,  born  iMarch  ‘3!),  1808,  died  Xov.  '34, 
1873).  Johann  Xicholas  Drumheller  died  in  Up- 
per Mahanoy  in  March.  18‘35,  aged  seventy-live 
years;  his  wife  Catharine,  born  June  14,  1750,  died 
Dec.  18,  183'3,  and  both  are  buried  at  Himmers 
Church. 

Abraham  Drundicller.  son  of  .Johann  Xicholas. 
was  born  Sept.  25,  1789,  and  died  in  1850.  at 
the  age  of  sixty-one.  He  was  a native  of  Wash- 
ington township,  this  county,  but  lived  for  a num- 
ber of  years  in  Little  Mahanoy  towir-^bip.  where 
he  was  among  the  taxables  in  1814,  and  after  the 
death  of  his  wife  he  returned  to  Washington  town- 
ship to  make  his  home  with  his  brother  Jlartin, 
dying  there.  Ho  is  l)uried  at  HimmePs  Church. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Seitz,  died  a 
few  years  before  ilr.  Drumheller.  They  hail  five 
children:  Jllizabeth  married  .John  Sweinhard; 
Isaac  is  mentioned  below ; Xicliolas  S.  is  inentiohed 
below.;  Sarah  married  Abraham  Drei!)elbis.  and 
they  moved  out  to  Brookville,  HI.,  where  they 
died  (their  children  were  Adam,  Eve  and  another 
daughter,  the  daughters  being  married  to  lirotbers 
by  the  name  of  Groh);  .Jesse,  of  Pottsville,  Pa., 
married  Amelia  iMartz,  and  they  have  two  sons 
and  one  daughter. 

Isaac  Drumheller,  son  of  Abraham,  was  born 
in  the  vicinity  of  ^lahanov,  and  lived  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Sf.  Peter’s  Church  in  Lower  Augusta 
township  until  his  declining  years,  when  he  bought 
the  property  at  .Vugustaville  which  he  occupied 
until  his  death.  He  owned  the  tract  of  fifty-seven 
acres  now  the  property  of  his  son  Emanuel  and 
besides  farining  followed  his  trade  of  blacksmith. 
During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Drumheller  served  as  a 
member  of  Company  F,  172d  Regiment,  Pennsyl- 
vania Drafted  Militia.  His  death  occurred  at  Au- 
gustaville,  in  Lower  .Vugusta  township,  .Tan.  23, 
56 


181)5,  when  he  was  aged  seventy-five  years,  eleven 
months,  one  day,  and  he  is  buried  at  the  new 
Lutheran  (St.  Peter's)  Church  at  Ash'erton,  in 
Lower  Augusta  township,  of  which  he  was  a mem- 
ber. He  was  a Democrat  in  politics  and  served 
bis  township  as  supervisor.  Dir.  Drumheller  mar- 
ried Diary  Conrad,  daughter  of  John  I).  and  I.ydia 
Conrad,  and  she  jiri'ceiled  him  to  the  grave,  dying 
Sept.  3,  1888,  aged  si.xtv-three  years,  ten  months, 
three  days.  Six  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  DIalinda  married  .J.  H.  Inkrote,  of  Selins- 
grove  Junction,  Pa.;  Emanuel  C.  is  mentioned 
below;  Samuel,  who  lives  in  Lower  Augusta  town- 
shi}),  served  as  a LTiion  soldier  during  the  Civil 
war:  Hiram  C.  is  mentioned  below:  Jemima  mar- 
ried George  Zimmerman,  of  Shamokin,  Pa.:  Dlaiy 
L.  married  Oliver  Hawk,  of  Dlillersburg,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Eit.vxuEL  ■ DurxiiiELi.EK,  SOU  of  Isaac,  wa.s 
boi’ii  DIarch  10,  184(5,  in  Lower  Augusta  town- 
ship, where  he  is  now  engaged  in  farming.  He 
was  trained  to  agricultural  work  from  early  boy- 
hood, w'orking  for  his  parents  until  he  reached 
his  majority,  after  which  he  was  engaged  at  work- 
on  .the  Xortliern  Central  railroad  for  ten  years. 
On  Sept.  13,  18(54,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
210th  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry, 
for  one  year,  but  served  only  nine  months,  when 
he  was  discharged  by  reason  of  the  close  of  the 
war.  After  leaving  the  railroad  work  Dir.  Drum- 
lieller  began  burning  lime,  a business  which  he 
continued  for  three  .years,  burning  between  fou. r 
thousand  and  five  thousand  bushels  annually.  In 
18!)(5  he  purchased  his  father's  liomestead,  a tract 
of  over  fifty  acres  which  he  has  since  cultivated. 
He  lives  upon  the  Samuel  Conrad  homestead,  a 
tract  of  four  acres  which  DIrs.  Drumheller  in- 
herited, and  has  erected  all  the  buildings  on  that 
property,  including  the  residence,  which  he  put  up 
in  187(i. 

Dir.  Drumheller  has  taken  considerable  part  in 
the  administration  of  local  puWic  affairs,  having 
served  as  constable  of  the  township  for  twelvi> 
successive  years,  supervisor  one  year,  justice  of  the 
peace  for  five  years,  and  tax  collector.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  political  alJiliation  and  stands  favor- 
ably with  his  party. 

in  1870  Dir.  Drumheller  married  Sydney  X. 
Conrad,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Sarah  (Kauff- 
man) Conrad,  of  Lower  Augusta  township,  and 
they  have  a family  of  five  children,  namely: 
Palmer  F.,  who  conducts  his  father's  farm: 
George  A.,  of  Ashland,  Pa. : Anson  B.,  of  Sunbury. 
Pa.:  DIamie  E.  and  Emma  D'.,  iioth  of  whom  are 
at  home. 

tliii.r.M  J'.  Duu.vriiKU.KR  was  liorn  Dlay  28.  1853, 
in  Lower  Augusta  townshi[),  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  During  his  young 
manhood  he  tilled  teachers’  [ilaces  a number  of 
times,  but  never  cared  to  teacb  regularly.  When 
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seventeen  years  old  lie  neyan  to  learn  the  plaster- 
er's trade  with  Milton  Druiidieller,  a distant  kins- 
man, and  has  contiiuicd  to  follow  that  vocation 
ever  since,  not.  only  in  his  own  district  but  also  in 
Siuil)ury,  Shamokin,  Trevorton  and  other  cities 
and  towns  of  this  section : for  two  years  he  worked 
in  West  Virginia,  lie  owns  a farm  of  forty  acres 
in  Lower  Augusta  township  formerly  the  property 
of  one  Gross,  and  which  was  once  part  of  the  old 
Daniel  Kauffman  tract.  Mr.  Drundieller  is  at 
present  serving  as  school  director  of  the  town- 
ship. He  is  a Democrat  in  political  sentiment, 
but  votes  independently. 

Mr.  Drumheller  married  Susan  Ilollenback, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Ilollenbach  and  granddaughter 
of  Michael  Ilollenbach,  the  pioneer.  They  have  had 
a family  of  nine  children  : Lulu  Mabel  married 
Iialph  Snyder  and  they  live  at  Limestone,  Pa.; 
Hiram  Herman  married  Al>ia  Peitz  and  they  live 
near  Selinsgrove  Junction;  a son  died  in  infancy; 
Emery  L.  married  Dora  Herner  and  they  live 
near  Selinsgrove  Junction;  Frederick  married 
Jennie  Wirt  and  they  live  at  Sunbury ; Bertha 
died  of  typhoid  fever  in  Virginia,  where  she  was 
employed  as  an  exchange  girl ; Olive  E.  married 
James  Piland  and  they  live  at  Limestone,  Pa. ; 
Frank  and  Eva  live  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
Dnindieller  and  Ids  family  are  members  of  the 
new  Lutheran  (St.  Peters)  Church  in  Lower  Au- 
gusta township,  which  he  has  served  in  various 
official  positions. 


Xicholas  S.  Drumheller,  son  of  Abraham,  was 
born  in  Xorthumberland  county  iMay  2o.  18'21, 
and  died  Sept.  21.  1896,  aged  seventy-five  years, 
three  months,  twenty-nine  days.  He  is  huried  at 
Zartman’s  IT.  E.  Church.  He  led  an  active  and 
useful  life.  In  his  earlier  years  he  followed  shoe- 
making, making  many  shoes  by  hand,  and  later 
became  a farmer,  owning  sixty-nine  acres  of  land 
which  he  cultivated  with  characteristic  thrift.  His 
home  was  in  Jackson  township,  on  the  south  side 
of  Mahanoy  mountain,  and  he  was  active  in  local 
affairs,  serving  as  overseer  of  the  poor  and  for 
many  years  as  supervisor  of  the  township.  In 
political  connection  he  was  a Pepublican,  and  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war  be  was  an  ardent  Union  man, 
serving  as  a soldier  in  that  struggle. 

Mr.  Drumheller  was  twice  married,  his  first 
wife,  Pebecca  Zartman,  daughter  of  Jacob  Zart- 
man,  dying  June  15,  1853.  at  the  age  of  thirtv 
years,  three  months,  one  day,  the  mother  of  six 
children,  viz.;  William  Z.,  l>orn  in  1812,  who  died 
Xov.  17,  1876,  and  is  buried  at  Zartman's  U.  E. 
Church;  Harriet,  who  married  (first)  Samuel 
Kulp  gnd  (second)  Anthony  Culton;  Henry  Z., 
born  in  1817,  who  died  Jan.  10,  1882.  aged 
thirty-four  years,  six  monlhs,  twelve  days,  and  is 
buried  at  Zartman's  Church;  Sarah,  who  died  aged 
three  years;  Albert  Z. ; and  Isaac  Jacob,  a teamster. 


of  Green  Pidge,  Xorthumberland  count v.  Dir. 

Drumheller's  second  marriage  was  to  Abigad 
Kcmbel,  l)y  whom  he  also  had  six  children:  Mary 
married  Samuel  IVerntz,  of  Shamokin;  Lydia  mar- 
ried Frank  W.  Shipe,  of  Herndon;  Ellen  married 
W.  P.  Boyer,  of  Lower  DIahanoy ; Wilson  K.,  born 
Oct.  13,  1860,  died  xVpril  8,  1879,  aged  eighteen 
years,  five  months,  twenty-five  days,  and  is  buried 
at  Zartman's  U.  E.  C'hurch ; Alice  married  Wil- 
liam E.  Zartman,  of  Jackson  township;  John 
Packer,  born  in  1872,  died  Oct.  23,  1875.  aged 
three  years,  fifteen  days,  and  is  luiried  at  Zartman's 
Church. 

AnniinT  Z.  Druviueller  was  born  Dec.  21,  1850, 
in  Jackson  township,  and  recei\ed  his  education 
in  the  subscription  schools  there,  which  were  in 
vogue  before  the  establishment  of  the  free  schools. 
He  was  trained  to  farm  life,  working  upon  the 
farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
after  which  he  learned  cabinet  making  at  Pillow, 
Dauphin  county.  After  following  that  trade  sev- 
eral years  as  a journeyman  he  established  himself 
in  business  at  Mahanoy  in  1875,  following  cabinet- 
making and  undertaking  at  that  location  until  his 
recent  death — for  a period  of  thirty-five  years. 
For  years  after  beginning  the  business  he  made 
coffins  by  hand,  and  continued  to  make  a specialty 
of  undertaking,  in  which  line  he  became  the  leader 
in  his  section,  having  handled  nearly  live  hundred 
funerals.  In  his  earlier  years  at  Mahanoy  he  made 
considerable  furniture  by  band,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  long  business  career  ga\e  employment  to  a 
number  of  men.  His  death,  which  occurred  April 
15,  1910,  was  cpiite  unexpected,  and  was  caused 
by  a carbuncle.  It  took  away  one  of  the  most 
substantial  and  respected  citizens  of  the  town.  He 
was  serving  as  auditor  at  the  time  of  his  decease, 
and  had  been  previously  elected  assessor  of  Jack- 
son  township,  though  he  was  a Pepublican  in  a 
Democratic  district.  , 

In  Decenilier,  1873,  Dlr.  Diumheller  married 
Diary  Jane  Gellinger,  daughter  of  Daniel  Gellinger, 
wbo  died  Xmv.  17,  1909.  Tbree  children  were 
born  to  this  union:  Charles  IL.  who  lives  in 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa ; John,  who  died  when  six 
and  a half  years  old;  and  Edward  A.,  who  died 
Dec.  1,  1910.  The  familv  home  is  on  the  street 
between  Herndon  and  Dlabanoy,  a quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  latter  place.  Dir.  Drumheller  be- 
longed to  tlie  Peformed  Church  at  Dlahanoy.  as 
did  his  family. 


DIartin  Di'umheller,  son  of  Johann  Xicholas. 
was  l)orn  X'ov.  6,  1795,  and  died  Dec.  5,  1852. 
He  lived  in  Washington  township,  wliere  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  in  his  day  was  also  a ])opu- 
lar  auctioneer,  crying  most  of  the  sales  held  in 
that  section  in  his  time.  His  wife,  Elizabeth 
Frey,  born  Aug.  11,  1797,  died  Oct.  29,  1852. 
They  bad  children  as  follows:  T.cvi,  Adam,  Sen- 


i 

I 


f 


.N 


) 


iti: 


( 


1 


I 


■ i ; 

( 


8S;3 


XOETIIU:\[BEIJLAXD  COUXTY.  rEXXSYLVAXIA 


erius  (wlio  settlud  out  ]\Irs.  Hetridi,  Mrs. 

Ileim  (whose  liushaml  was  a cabiuetmakcr)  and 
Edward  T. 

Edward  T.  Drifinhellcr.  son  of  ]\Iartin,  was  born 
Oct.  22,  1830,  in  the  Swal)ian  creek  valley  in 
Washington  township,  and  lived  in  that  township 
until  1861,  when  he  moved  to  Sunlniry.  There  he 
was  engaged  as  a hotel-keeper  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  active  years,  though  he  was  a tailor  by 
trade.  His  first  venture  was  as  pro})rietor  of  the 
“Susc|uehanna  Hotel.'"  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  and 
Penn  streets.  In  18T1  he  built  the  “City  Hotel,"’ 
which  he  completed  and  opened  in  January,  1812, 
conducting  it  until  his  retirement,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Oliver  P.  Drumheller  and 
son-in-law  T.  II.  Hutchinson.  He  continued  to 
reside  at  the  hotel,  liowever,  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  there  Ivlarch  f,  1803.  He  married  ]\Iary 
Elizabeth  Hoffman,  who  was  born  xVug.  26,  1833, 
daughter  of  William  Hoffman,  of  Washing-ton 
township,  and  died  Feb.  10,  1905.  They  are  buried 
in  Pomfret  Manor  cemetery,  where  their  resting 
place  is  marked  by  a large  granite  monument.  Five 
children  were  born  to  their  union:  Oliver  P. ; Ella 
iM.,  wife  of  T.  II.  Hutchinson;  Seran  C.,  who  died 
unmarried  IMarch  29.  1892,  aged  thirty-four  years, 
three  months,  eight  days  ; Dr.  Francis  E.,  of  Sun- 
l)ury;  and  Harvey  IM.,  who  died  unmarried  June 
27,  1901,  aged  thirtv-three  years,  eight  months, 
four  days.  Mr.  Drumheller  was  one  of  the  most 
able,  all-around  hotel  men  Sunbury  has  ever  loiown 
and  prospered  so  well  in  rhe  business  that  he  en- 
joyed a substantial  position  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  The  “City  Ilotel,”  which  he  built,  is  to 
this  day  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  hostelries  in 
Sunbury. 

Olivek  P.  DiiUvaiELLER,  present  proprietor  of 
tlie  “Aldine  Hotel"  in  Sunbury,  was  born  Jan. 
21,  1855,  in  Jordan  township,  this  county.  He 
lived  there  until  his  }>arents  settled  in  Sunbury  in 
1861,  and  this  has  been  his  home  for  the  most 
part  ever  since.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
conunon  schools  and  literally  grew  up  in  the  hotel 
business,  the  details  of  which  have  been  familiar 
to  him  from  early  ho}  hood.  In  1882  he  engaged 
in  that  business  on  his  own  account  at  the  ‘‘City 
Hotel,”  which  ho  and  his  brother-in-law,  IMr. 
Hutchinson,  conducted  in  partnership  for  five 
years,,  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  latter  retired. 
Mr.  Drumheller  and  his  brother  Seran  C.  then 
conducted  it  for  five  years,  after  which  a younger 
brother,  Harvey  Iif.  Drumheller,  carried  it  on  Ptr 
a few  years.  It  has  since  been  operated  by  Dr. 

• Francis  E.  Flrundieller.  ’ of  Sunbury.  For  eight 
years,  from  1893  to  1902,  Oliver  P.  Drumheller 
conducteil  the  well  known  “Windsor  Hotel”  at 
Shamokin,  this  county,  and  he  was  subsequently 
in  Danville  for  four  years,  there  operating  what 
was  then  known  as  the  “'Oliver  House”  (now  the 
“City  Hotel”).  In  May,  1906,  he  came  from 


l)anville  to  Sunbury  to  assume  charge  of  the  “Al- 
dine  Hotel,”  which  he  had  purchased.  It  is  a 
modern,  up-to-date  house,  witli  forty  guest  rooms, 
located  near  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  station,  and 
under  tlie  present  management  is  considered  one 
of  the  leading  hotels  of  central  Pennsylvania. 
Ouests  are  accommodatetl  upon  either  the  Euro- 
pean or  the  American  plan,  Mr.  Drumheller  hav- 
ing a first-class  restaunint  in  connection  with  the 
I'iOtel.  His  wide  experience,  his  natural  adapta- 
bility for  the  business  and  his  courteous  treatment 
of  his  pati'ons,  merit  tlie  success  which  has  been 
his  portion.  His  son.  Dr.  IV.  E.  Drumheller,  has 
been  associated  with  him,  under  the  firm  name 
of  0.  P.  Drumheller  A'  Son,  since  he  took  charge 
of  the  “Aldine  Hotel.”  Mr.  Drumheller  is  nat- 
urally well  known  in  his  business  relations,  but 
he  has  a wide  ac«|uaintance  outside  of  such  asso- 
ciations. and  is  esteemed  as  a reliable  and  valuable 
citizen  in  his  community.  His  substantial  worth 
is  attested  by  all  who  know  him.  Mr.  Drum- 
heller  has  traveled  considerably,  and  he  has  at- 
tended many  conventions  of  the  B.  P.  0.  Elks, 
to  which  fraternity  he  belongs. 

On  Christmas  Day,  1878,  ilfr.  Drumheller  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  I.  Shultz,  daughter  of  Dr.  B.  F. 
Shultz,  of  Danville.  Pa.  They  have  had  one  son 
and  one  daughter,  Walter  E.  and  Mary  E.  The 
daughter  lives  with  h.er  parents.  Walter  E.  Drum- 
heller graduated  from  the  dental  department  of 
the  Hniversity  .of  Pennsylvania,  and  practiced  at 
Berwick.  Pa.,  and  Philadelphia.  He  is  active  in 
the  fraternities  as  a Mason,  a member  of  the  Elks 
and  of  the  Knights  of  Malta.  He  married  Grace 
McAnall. 

D.  POSSWELL  POTHPOCK.  M.  D.,  has  been 
a resident  of  the  borough  of  iMilton,  Xorthumber- 
land  county,  for  twelve  years  and  more,  but  though 
not  one  of  its  older  citizens  is  well  known,  having 
during  his  long  residence  in  the  town  of  Xew  Ber- 
lin, Union  county,  not  many  miles  distant  from 
his  present  home,  made  a reputation  which  pre- 
ceded him  hither.  He  owns  a fine  farm  in  Mon- 
tour and  Union  counties,  also  the  cottage  home  he 
lives  in,  located  at  Xo.  40  Centre  street. 

Dr.  Pothrock  was  born  Doc.  28,  1861,  at  Xew 
Bethlehem,  Clarion  Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  the  third  gen- 
eration of  his  line  to  follow  the  merlical  profes- 
sion, being  a son  of  Dr.  Posswell  Pothrock  and  a 
grandson  of  Dr.  Isaac  Pothrock.  Joseph  Poth- 
rock, his  great-grandfather,  was  born  in  what  is 
now  Lebanon  county.  Pa.,  of  German  parentage. 
In  early  manhood  he  removed  to  lUfilin  county 
and  settled  near  Lewistown,  wliere  lie  followed 
farming.  He  was  well  known  among  the  early 
jiioneers  and  was  a bishop  in  the  German  Baptist. 
Church.  In  politics  he  was  a Whig.  His  first 
wife,  Xancy,  was  the  mother  of  all  his  children, 
and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  a Miss  Sell. 
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The  cliilclren,  eight  in  number,  were:  John,  Abra- 
ham, Tpaae,  Lizzie,  who  married  Jonatlian  Amich, 
Xanoy  (Mrs.  l-rice),  Mary  (Mrs.  Hannavalt), 
Mrs.  Jacob  iVIolder  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Bashore. 

Dr.  Isaac  Hotlirock,  son  of  Josej)h,  was  born 
Xov.  22,  1798,  at  the  old  homestead  near  Lewis- 
town.  He  was  a student  from  early  youth,  mathe- 
matics and  grammar  being  his  favorite  studies, 
and  he  retained  his  fondness  for  such  pursuits  to 
his  old  age,  enjoying  the  solution  of  a difficult 
problem  to  the  end  of  bis  days.  He  began  his 
medical  studies  with  Dr.  Ezra  Doty,  of  Miffiin. 
Juniata  county,  and  continued  them  with  Dr. 
Thomas  Van  Valzah,  of  Lewisburg,  later  attend- 
ing three  regular  c<3urses  of  lectures  at  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  and  although  he 
did  not  graduate  he  was  afterward  given  a com- 
plimentary diploma  by  the  Eclectic  Medical  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia.  He  began  practice  in  Middle- 
burg  with  Dr.  Henry  Lechner,  but  afterward 
moved  to  Mifflintown  and  then  to  Adamsburg, 
where  he  purchased  property,  making  his  home- 
there  until  1864.  His  medical  practice  took  him 
over  a large  territory,  and  he  continued  in  it  for 
fifty-one  years,  spending  his  last  years,  however, 
in  retirement  at  Adamsburg,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
his  books,  living  there  after  1864  until  he  died. 
Though  so  busy  with  his  professional  duties,  he 
was  not  too  busy  to  be  a useful'inan  in  local  pirb- 
lic  affairs,  and  he  served  his  community  in  a num- 
ber of  offices,  including  that  of  school  director, 
also  representing  his  district,  composed  of  Lycom- 
ing, Union  and  Snyder  counties,  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature, to  which  he  was  elected  in  1866.  In 
politics  he  was  originally  a Mliig,  later  a Bepub- 
lican.  Like  his  father  he  was  a devout  member 
of  the  German  Baptist  Church.  He  died  June 
8,  1872. 

Dr.  Bothrock  was  married  four  times.  His  first 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Snyder,  was  a niece 
of  Governor  Snyder.  She  died  soon  after  mar- 
riage, and  the  onlv  child  of  this  union  died  in 
infancy.  His  second  marriage  was  to  Susan 
Swenk,  a native  of  Middleburg,  daughter  of  David 
Swenk,  a well  known  justice  of  the  jieace.  She 
died  in  June,  lS-52,  the  mother  of  children  as  fol- 
lows: Bosswell  is  mentioned  below;  ^lary  A.,  born 
Dec.  28,  1832,  married  David  Hcckendorn.  the 
first  superintendent  of  public  schools  of  Union 
and  Snyder  counties,  and  (second)  Philip  Derr, 
of  Philadelphia,  who  is  also  deceased ; Isaac  S., 
born  May  22,  183.1.  graduated  in  dentistry  in  Ch.i- 
cago  and  Philadeljibia,  and  now  resides  in  Ban- 
nerville.  Pa.  (he  has  been  an  invalid  for  over 
forty  years  from  siiinal  trouble,  which  also  affected 
his  eyes)  ; Harriot  C.,  born  May  11.  1837,  is  the 
widow  of  James  Herlacher,  of  Haven,  Ivans. ; 
David  C.,  born  IMay  3,  1842,  is  a dentist  in  .Mc- 
Clure, Pa.;  Allen  E..  born  Feb.  13.  18.11,  is  a 
tanner  in  Lewistown.  For  his  third  wife  Dr.  Roth- 


rock  married  Mrs.  Lydia  (Bowerso.v)  Leonard, 
who  died  in  February,  18.17,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Adda  L.,  who  was  born  Sept.  20,  18-54,  and 
married  B.  B.  Long,  of  Gettysburg.  Pa.  To  his 
fourth  marriage,  with  Angelina  Wallace,  a native 
of  IMifllintown,  no  children  were  born.  ' She  died 
iMarch  29,  1879,  and  is  interred  at  Adamsburg. 
She  was  an  earnest  Christian  and  a devoted  Sab- 
)>ath  school  worker. 

Bosswell  Botlirock.  M.  D.,  son  of  Dr.  Isaac,  was 
born  Oct.  14.  1831,  at  Adamsburg,  where  he  was 
reared  and  received  the  advantages  afforded  by 
the  common  schools.  He  taught  a few  terms  in  a 
public  school  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Adamsburg,  mean- 
time also  reading  medicine,  until  ready  to  enter 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  from  uhich  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  18-11,  when  barely  twenty 
years  old.  He  was  in  active  practice  from  that 
time  until  his  death,  which  occurred  iMarch  1, 
1897,  at  which  time  he  was  the  oldest  practitioner 
in  Snyder  county.  His  first  location  was  at 
Adamsburg,  where  he  remained  until  1853,  that 
year  moving  to  Millville,  Clarion  countv,  where 
he  was  located  until  1855.  He  was  then  at  Bea- 
vertown,  Snyder  county,  for  a time,  in  1860  mov- 
ing to  Xew  Bethlehem,  Clarion  county.  He 
served  over  three  years  during  the  Civil  war.  On 
Aug.  29,  1861,  he  became  surgeon  of  Company 
C,  78th  P.  V.  I.,  was  sent  to  the  front,  was  taken 
prisoner  at  Chickamauga,  and  with  eleven  otliers 
of  his  regiment  marched  across  Lookout  Mountain 
to  Binggold,  where  they  lioarded  a train  for  Bicli- 
mond.  After  a month  in  Libby  prison  the  Doc- 
tor and  125  others  were  marclied  away  in  the 
night  and  placed  on  Belle  Isle  or  “Devil’s  Den.'^ 
where  he  was  held  until  Feb.  22,  1862.  Again  at 
night  they  were  taken  to  the  Pemberton  build- 
ings. where  they  were  placed  aboard  a train  for 
Andersonville,  where  they  found  thirty-five  thou- 
sand other  prisoners  with  whom  they  endured  all 
the  horrors  of  that  place  until  Sept.  5tli.  That 
date  the  Doctor  was  sent  with  a body  of  two  thou- 
sand prisoners  to  Savannah.  Six  weeks  later  he 
had  orders  from  the  Confederate  authorities  to 
gather  up  all  the  men  who  could  stand  transpor- 
tation and  Imard  a train,  for  an  unknown  desti- 
nation, whicli  proved  to  be  iMillen,  Ga.,  where  a 
new  stockade  had  been  built.  Shortly  afterward 
came  the  welcome  news  that  ten  thousand  ]u-is- 
oners  would  be  exchanged,  and  the  Doctor  was  one 
of  the  first  six  hundred  to  be  sent  north,  the  jour- 
ney being  made  via  Annapolis,  iMd.  He  rejoined 
bis  family,  who  were  then  residing  at  Clarion, 
Pa.,  and  on  Xov.  27,  1864,  received  an  honorable 
di.scha rge  from  the  service. 

In  1866  Dr.  Botlirock  located  at  Bannerville. 
Snyder  county,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  estab- 
lished himself  in  practice  at  iMiddleburg.  as  the 
))lace  affordi'd  Irdter  ('ducational  advantages  for 
ids  children.  In  188  f he  made  a permanent  h.mm‘ 
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at  McClure,  Pa.,  when'  he  liver!  to  tlie'  eud  ot  his 
life,  practicing  untii  his  last  sickness  interrupted 
his  work.  As  a jrliysician,  as  a citizen,  as  a man, 
there  were  few  who  equalled  Dr.  Rothrock.  He 
was  the  ideal  general  practitioner,  not  merely  a 
prescriber  of  medicines,  I.)ut  a friend,  adviser  and 
-comforter  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  treating  all 
his  patients  with  exactly  the  same  care,  which  was 
the  best  he  could  give.  \\  hen  necessary  he  was 
nurse  as  well  as  physician,  never  considering  his 
•own  health  in  his  devotion  to  th.e  welfare  of  oth- 
ers, but  he  had  his  reward  in  the  affectionate  es- 
teem manifested  wherever  he  went.  Though  a 
l)usy  man  he  had  been  active,  in  the  work  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  and  devoted  to  the  interests  of  Capt. 
M.  Smith  Post,  Xo.  355,  which  he  served  one 
year  as  commander  and  ten  years  as  surgeon.  At 
his  request  the  Post  took  charge  of  his  funeral 
(which  took  place  at  IMcClure)  with  the  assistance 
of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  to  which  he  belonged  as  a 
member  of  McClure  Lodge,  ,Xo.  ?70,  in  which 
he  was  right  siqiporter  to  the  vice  grand  in  18DG. 
Though  not  active  in  politics  he  was  an  ardent 
Republican  in  sentiment,  but  he  was  prominent  in 
religious  work  as  a member  of  Christ  Evangelical 
Church  at  ]iIcClure,  for  a number  of  years  before 
his  death. 

On  Aug.  4.  1853,  Dr.  Rothrock  married  at  Xew 
Bethlehem,  Pa.,  Catherine  Mohney,  who  still  con- 
tinues to  make  her  home  at  McClure.  She  was 
born  at- Xew  Bethlehem  April  23,  1835,  and  there 
spent  her  early  life,  and  is  in  the  Ijest  of  health 
though  seventy-six  years  old.  Her  parents,  Fred- 
erick and  Mary  (Ca.ster)  Mohney,  were  born  in 
XYrthampton  county.  Pa.,  of  Dutch  ancestry.  He 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven,  of  appendicitis,  and 
■she  died  aged  eighty-four  years.  They  are  buried 
in  Oak  Ridge  cemetery,  in  Clarion  county.  They 
were  members  of  the  German  Pieformed  Church. 
IMr.  Mohney  was  a farmer.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Roth- 
rock had  five  children,  namely;  Maraud,  a prac- 
ticing physician  at  Fremont,  Pa.;  James  B.,  a 
plasterer  an<l  extensive  contractor  of  Lewistown, 
Pa.;  Clara,  married  to  Edward  Knapp,  who  has 
been  a carpenter  on  the  Lewisburg  & Sunbury 
railroad  for  years,  living  at  Lewistown;  Mary  E., 
w'ife  of  Charles  Decker,  a farmer  of  McClure,  Pa. ; 
and  D.  Rosswell. 

D.  Rosswell  Rothrock  was  four  years  old  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Bannerville,  Pa.,  where  he 
spent  his  youth.  He  attended  public  school  five 
months  in  the  year,  and  being  an  independent 
hoy  earned  enough  to  clothe  himself  from  the 
time  he  was  thirteen  years  old.  On  April  3,  187!), 
the  familv  moved  to  Middleburg,  and  on  April 
8th  he  and  his  brother  James  B.  moved  to  the 
vicinity  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  where  he  was  employed 
during  the  summer  on  a dairy  farm,  receiving 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  dollars  a month.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1879,  in  accordance  with  his  father's  wishes. 


he  returned  home  to  attend  school  during  rhe 
winter,  and  in  the  fall  of  1880.  he  was  licensed  to 
teach.  Meantime,  during  the  summer  of  1880, 
he  had  attended  the  Selinsgrove  Xormal  Institute, 
conducted  hy  Prof.  AVilliam  Xoetling,  county  sup- 
erintendent, and  the  following  winter  had  a school 
in  Franklin  township,  Snydei'  county,  receiving 
twenty  dollars  a month.  In  1881  he  took  a course 
in  the  academy  at  Freelnirg,  and  the  following 
winter'  taught  the  Winfield  school  in  Hartley 
township.  Union  county,  receiving  thirty-five  dol- 
lars a month.  In  1882  he  again  studied  in  the 
academy  at  Freebttrg,  where  he  taught  a primary 
school  the  same  vear,  meantime  working  during 
the  summer  season  at  any  work  that  would  bring 
him  funds  to  continue  his  studies.  In  the  spring 
of  1882  he  passed  the  examination  before  the  Sny- 
der county  board  of  mevlical  examiners,  securing 
a certificate  of  competency  to  read  medicine,  and 
he  then  gave  all  his  leisure  to  the  reading  of  medi- 
I'ine  under  his  father's  guidance,  continuing  to 
teach  school  in  order  to  jiay  his  way.  The  winter 
of  1882-83  he  taught  the  first  term  of  school  held 
at  the  new  brick  schoolhouse  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, north  of  Middleburg,  and  in  the  fall  of 

1883  he  entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  at  Baltimore,  Md.  Returning  home  in 
March,  1884,  he  spent  that  summer  in  the  har- 
vest field  and  at  other  work,  continuing  also  his 
medical  studies,  and  as  his  father  removed  to  Mc- 
Clure that  year  he  also  practiced  for  a short  time 
with  him,  under  his  preceptorship.  In  the  fall  of 

1884  he  entered  the  Baltimore  University  School 
of  Medicine,  from  which  he  was  graduated  the 
following  year  with  highest  honors,  winning  a 
gold  medal  for  proficiency.  Bv  that  time  his  sup- 
ply of  money  was  so  low  that  he  had  to  sell  some 
textbooks  to  pay  his  fare  to  Selinsgi-ove  Junction, 
and  he  was  rowed  across  the  Susquehanna  to  Se- 
linsgrove early  one  morning  before  dayliglit.  ar- 
riving penniless  at  five  o'clock.  MTth  his  diploma 
and  his  gold  medal,  but  nothing  with  which  to 
l)uy  i)reakfast.  he  set  out  over  the  snow  for  Fre- 
mont, ten  miles  distant,  and  tliere  his  brother. 
Dr.  Maraud  Rothrock,  gave  him  money  enottgii 
to  take  him  home;  Imt  he  decided  not  to  spend 
it,  and  continued  his  journey,  another  twenty- 
two  miles,  on  foot. 

When  he  located  for  practice  at  Three  Springs, 
Huntingdon  enmity,  on  April  2,  1885,  he  had  but 
thirty-one  cents'  in  cash.'  But  he  purchased  a 
stock  of  drugs,  a h.orse  and  some  needful  things 
for  a doctor's  office  on  a year's  time,  from  Dr. 
John  B.  Ollig,  and  started  on  a career  which  has 
since  been  one  of  steady  success.  IVithin  a sliort 
time  he  had  estalilished  a paying  practice.  His 
brother  iMarand  having  met  with  an  accident,  lie 
went  to  Fremont  Oct.  10.  1880.  to  take  charge 
of  his  large  ]>ractice,  remaining  there  until  Feb. 
14th  following,  when  he  established  an  office  at 
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Xew  Berlin,  at  which  place  he  practiced  for  over- 
twelve  years.  In  1888  he  opened  a large  drug 
store  there,  conducting  same  in  connection  with 
his  practice.  According  to  an  Act  of  the  State 
Legislature  relating  to  pharmacists,  he  had  to  take 
an  examination  before  the  State  Pharmaceutical 
Board  in  the  Senate  Chamber  at  Harrisburg, 
which  he  did  April  11,  1888,  passing  and  receiv- 
ing his  diploma  as  registered  pharmacist.  He 
owned  a home  and  Inisiness  block  in  Xew  Berlin, 
and  five  acres  of  land  near  the  town,  which  he 
improved  materially  after  it  came  into  his  pos- 
session. 

The  Doctor’s  enterprise  and  energetic  nature 
have  led  him  into  carious  fields  which  have  proved 
as  much  of  a benefit  to  others  as  to  himself.  In 
September,  1897,  with  a view  to  providing  con- 
genial employment  to  the  young  people  of  the 
town,  he  and  Prof.  A.  Yl.  IVonder  rented  a build- 
ing, bought  and  installed  knitting  machinery  and 
equipped  the  plant  completely  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  men’s  hose.  The  idea  was  so  novel  to  the 
community  that  people  came  .for  miles  to  see  a 
stocking  knit  by  machinery.  In  six  weeks  from 
the  time  the  factory  started  the  output  had  reached 
sixty  dozen  pairs  per  dtiy  and  employment  was 
afforded  to  thirty-two  people,  a condition  which 
meant  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town. 

On  Oct.  30,  1899,  Dr.  Eothrock  moved  to 
Xorthumberland  county,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home  in  the  borough  of  Milton.  He  purchased 
a fine  farm  in  Ylontour  county,  upon  vdiicli  he 
has  made  numerous  improvements  during  his 
ownership,  and  he  has  proved  as  desirable  a citi- 
zen in  this  community  as  in  the  other  localities 
with  which  he  has  been  identified. 

On  June  IG,  1885,  Dr.  Eothrock  married  at 
Centerville,  Snyder  county,  Ella  Malter,  a native 
of  Limestone  township.  Union  county,  born  Feb. 
3,  18G3,  second  in  the  family  of  four  daughters 
born  to  A^alentine  and  Susannah  (Shaffer)  Wal- 
ter, the  former  a well-to-do  retired  merchant.  Mrs. 
Eothrock  was  reared  in  Centerville,  her  parents 
moving  to  Snyder  county  when  she  was  a child. 
She  taught  school  seven  terms  before  her  mar- 
riage. Dr.  and  Ylrs.  Eothrock  have  had  two  chil- 
dren: Walter  E.,  born  Jan.  8,  1887  ; and  Helen 
Katherine,  born  Aug.  4.  1894. 

Dr.  and  Ylrs.  Eothrock  are  Lutherans,  and  while 
at  Xew  Berlin  were  active  members  of  the  church 
there,  the  Doctor  serving  as  deacon  and  treasurer. 
He  has  always  been  interested  in  the  fortunes  of 
the  Eepublican  party,  and  he  took  quite  an  active 
part  in  public  aifairs  at  Xew  Berlin.  He  was 
elected  chief  burgess  of  that  place  before  he  had 
resided  there  a year  and  also  served  as  school  di- 
rector and  as  treasurer  of  the  school  board.  So- 
cially he  was  a prominent  member  of  the  I.  0.  0. 
F.  lodge  at  Xew  Berlin,  in  which  he  filled  all  the 
important  chairs,  and  in  1895  he  wa<  elected  dis- 


trict deputy  of  Union  county,  in  Majq  1897,  go- 
ing as  representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  which 
convened  at  Altoona,  Pa.  Since  coming  to  AHl- 
ton  he  has  become  a member  of  the  Xortliumber- 
land  County  Yledical  Society.  In  Juno,  1892, 
the  faculty  of  Freeburg  Academy  (which  had  just 
been  chartered)  presented  him  a diploma  such,  as 
that  institution  has  always  given  to  those  among 
its  students  who  enter  the  learned  professions. 

EDWAED  B.  ZnniEEMAX,  of  Shamokin, 
manager  of  the  Shamokin  Wagon  Works,  was 
born  in  that  borough  Sept.  18,  1876,  son  of  John 
B.  Zimmerman,  and  a descendant  of  a family 
which  has  long  been  identified  with  the  place  and 
for  several  generations  with  the  same  or  similar 
business  interests.  Some  account  of  the  earlier 
Zimmermans  .will  be  of  interest  in  this  connec- 
tion. 

The  first  of  this  family  to  settle  in  Xorthum- 
berland county  was  John  Zimmerman,  a native 
of  Berks  county,  Pa.,  who  was  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  Edward  B.  Zimmerman.  He  pur- 
chased two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Augusta 
township,  where  he  lived  and  died.  'He  and  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mahrberger,  were 
m.arried  in  Berks  county,  and  they  had  a family 
of  five  sons  and  two  daughters.' 

George  H.  Zimniernian,  son  of  John,  was  born 
in  Berks  county.  He  served  as  a soldier  during 
the  war  of  1812.  He  learned  the  trade  of  black- 
smith, at  which  he  was  engaged  for  many  years 
in  Siinbury,  Xorthiiniberland  county,  becoming 
well  known  in  that  line.  He  niarried'  Ylary  Hall, 
and  they  had  six  children:  Jeremiah  H.,  Eaehel 
(deceased,  wdio  w-as  the  wife  of  Isaac  Seiler), 
Lucy  (deceased),  Mary  (wdio  married  Solomon 
Stroll),  Elizabeth  (wdio  married  Jesse  YtcClow, 
of  Shamokin)  and  Emily  (deceased,  wdio  married 
Thomas  31.  Purcell). 

Jeremiah  II.  Ziinmerinan,  son  of  George  II. 
and  3Iary  (Hall)  Zimmerman,  was  born  Jan.  5, 
1820,  in  Berks  county.  Pa.,  and  was  brought  to 
Xorthumberland  county  by  his  parents  when  sev- 
en years  old.  The  public  schools,  or  schools  of 
any  kind,  in  his  da)-,  did  not  offer  the  advantages 
enjoyed  by  the  youth  of  the  present  generation, 
and  his  opportunities  were  limited  to  three  months’ 
attendance.  But  if  he  had  little  training  of  that 
kind  he  had  ample  experience  of  the  practical 
kind  from  his  earliest  Iioyhood.  He  learned  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  wdth  his  father,  wdth  whom  he 
was  engaged  in  the  business  for  nianv  years,  at 
Sunburv.  He  continued  at  that  work  until  elect- 
ed justice  of  the  peace,  for  Sunburv,  which  otfice 
he  filled  two  years.  3[oving  thence  to  the  borough 
of  Xorthumberland,  he  filled  the  position  of  col- 
lector for  the  Pennsylvania  canal  (management  of 
wdiich  w-as  then  under  State  control),  having  been 
appointed  to  that  ineundjcncy,  in  wliich  he  served 
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three  years,  ruitil  185G.  Meantime,  in  1835,  he 
had  engaged  in  business  with  J.  P.  Purcell,  under 
the  firm  name  of_  Zimmerman  & Purcell,  miners 
and  shippers  of  coal,  at  Shamokin,  but  after  a 
brief  career  of  success  the  company  met  with  re- 
verses, failing  in  185G.  That  year  iMr.  Zimmer- 
man was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  in  which 
he  served  two  terms,  and  on  his  return  to  private 
life  he  entered  the  employ  of  Stroh  & Elliott,  as 
superintendent  of  their  coal  business.  lie  was 
also  engaged  by  various  firms  as  bookkeeper,  fill- 
ing ]>ositions  of  trust  with  Haas  & Eagely  and 
John  Dewees  & Brother,  in  1864  locating  perma- 
nently at  Shamokin,  where  in  1866  he  established 
the  business  later  conducted  by  his  son,  John  B. 

. Zimmerman,  manufacturing  wagons  and  carriages 
and  dealing  in  harness.  In  1877  he  established 
the  livery  business  which  he  carried  on  until  his 
death,  in  1893.  He  was  president  of  a Shamokin 
banking  concern. 

Mr.  Zimmerman’s  career  was  a forceful  exam- 
ple of  what  a man  may  accomplish  by  application 
and  well  directed  energy.  Though  he  had  no  ad- 
i vantages  of  means  or  etlucation  to  aid  him  in  his 

; early  struggles  his  intelligence  and  ambition  car- 

ried him  over  many  harrl  places  and  won  him  a 
substantial  position,  not  only  as  one  who  succeed- 
ed well  in  his  private  undertakings  but  who  re- 
ceived unusual  marks  of  confidence  at  the  hands 
of  his  fellow  citizens  in  the  way  of  public  honors. 

- In  1870  he  was  elected  chief  burgess,  and  twice 

I afterward  was  called  to  that  office,  in  lSi6  and 

1 again  in  1884.  serving  from  T8S4  to  1886.  He 

was  a lifelong  Democrat  and  ever  active  in  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  his  party,  in  which  he  was 
a leader  in  his  section.  At  the  time  of  Lee  s raid 
into  Pennsylvania  he  joined  Captain  Bruner's 
Company  at  Sunlmry.  He  was  a Mason  for  over 
fifty  years,  belonging  to  Sunbury  Lodge  and  Xorth- 
umberland  Chapter. 

In  1843  Mr.  Zimmerman  married  Harriet  M. 
Bright,  daughter  of  Jacob  Bright,  a jeweler  by 
trade,  who  died  at  Sunbury;  Mr.  Bright  served 
in  the  war  of  181'?.  Xine  children  were  born  to 
this  marriage,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy,  the 
i others  being:  Ella  Lucy,  who  married  J.  B. 

1 Phillips,  and  died  in  Virginia;  Harriet,  wife  of 
! Paul  Both,  of  Shamokin : John  B. ; George  II.,  a 
painter  of  Shamokin,  who  married  Sarah  J.  Drum- 
j heller  and  has  three  children,  William,  Ealph 
(former  chief  of  the  Shamokin  fire  department 
and  now  serving  in  the  borough  council)  and 
Howard:  Eosa,  wife  of  Samuel  Haas,  of  Shamo- 
kin; IMilton  E.,  born  Aug.  2?,  1837,  an  attorney; 
and  IVilliam  Cameron,  a painter,  Avho  lives  in 
Philadelplua. 

John  B.  Zimmerman,  .‘^on  of  Jeremiah  IT.,  was 
I born  May  22,  1851,  in  Sunbury,  Xorthumberland 
county,  and  received  his  education  in  tlie  public 
i schools  of  Shamokin.  He  followed  tlie  business 


of  his  father  and  grandfather,  learning  the  trade 
of  Idacksmith,  in  which  he  met  with  unusual  suc- 
cess. The  carriage  works  established  by  his  father 
in  1SG9,  on  Market  street,  in  a building  20  x 30 
feet,  grew  steadily  in  size  and  importance  until 
they  occupied  a commodious  site  at  Independence 
and  Dlarket  streets,  the  establishment  including 
blacksmith  and  carriage  shops  and  a large  repos- 
itory. Twenty-five  employees  were  steadily  en- 
gaged, in  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  carriages 
and  all  kinds  of  vehicles,  and  the  patronage  was 
drawn  from  a wide  territory.  The  equipment  and 
facilities  for  handling  all  branches  of  the  busi- 
ness were  added  to  as  the  demands  of  the  trade 
recpiired,  being  always  up  to  standard,  and  his 
business  was  the  foremost,  of  the  kind  in  the  bor- 
ough. In  the  spring  of  1899  the  business  was 
moved  to  IVest  Si.xth  street,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
high  bridge,  and  iMr.  Zimmerman  died  shortly 
after,  on  July  6,  1899.  He  was  a very  well  known 
citizen  of  Shamokin,  though  he  mingled  little  in 
public  affairs,  devoting  himself  almost  entirely  to 
the  large  business  he  had  established.  He  did, 
however,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  fellow  citizens, 
serve  as  assistant  burgess  of  the  borough.  He 
was  a stanch  Democrat  in  political  faith. 

On  April  5,  1874,  iMr.  Zimmerman  married 
Jane  Xewberry,  of  the  borough  of  Xorthumber- 
land, who  survives  him,  making  her  liome  in 
Shamokin.  Six  children  were  born  to  this  union : 
Ida  May,  Edward  B.,  Harriet  M.,  John,  Clara 
and  Grover  Cleveland. 

Edward  B.  Zimmerman  received  his  education 
in  the  public'  schools.  After  leaving  school  he  at 
once  joined  his  father  at  tlie  factorv.  learning 
the  business,  and  upon  his  father’s  death  he  be- 
came manager  of  the  plant,  to  which  he  devotes 
all  of  his  time.  It  is  in  a flourishing  condition, 
fifteen  skilled  workmen  being  regularly  employed, 
principally  on  custom  work,  turning  out  farm  and 
spring  wagons.  The  trade  is  large,  and  includes 
general  repair  work  as  well  as  manufacturing. 
The  building  occupied  is  a fine,  substantial  struc- 
ture, 44  X 100  feet  in  dimensions,  and  conveniently 
arranged.  Mr.  Zimmerman  has  shown  himself  to 
be  possessed  of  both  the  executive  ability  and  me- 
chanical skill  which  have  characterized  the  mem- 
bers of  this  familv  for  generations,  and  he  is  also 
maintaini)ig  the  family  reputation  for  high  stand- 
ards of  citizenship  and  personal  worth.  He  is 
well  known  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party, 
in  whose  interest  he  has  been  active.  Fraternally 
he  belongs  to  the  locarl  lodge  of  Elks  and  to  the 
Odd  Fellows. 

iMr.  Zimmerman  married  Sarah  Pursley,  of 
Union  county.  Pa.,  and  tliey  have  had  one  daugli- 
ter.  Kathleen. 

FOLLiMEE.  The  Eollmer  family  in  Xorthum- 
berland county  is  descended  from  Jacob  Follnior, 
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who  witli  his  wife,  and  one  son,  Miehael.  then  a 
child,  left  Germany  for  America  (Jacob’s  older 
brother,  ilidurel.  may  have  come  with  them). 
Finding  tlie  early  liome  for  the  Germans  in  the 
Schoharie  Valley,  in  New  York,  closed  to  them, 
he  came  in  1737  to  Berks  county,  where  ’he  pur- 
chased land  in  the  Tulpehocken-  settlement  and 
built  for  himself  a home.  There  he  reared  his 
family  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  Two 
of  his  sons,  ^lichael  and  George  Jacol),  came  to 
Northumberland  county  in  1778  and  settled  in 
Turbut  township. 

Michael  Follmer,  who  was  born  in  Germany 
Sept.  26,  1723,  .died  near  the  Follmer  Church 
Sept.  29,  1793,  and  he  was  interred  in  the  old 
burying  ground  adjoining  that  church : his  wife 
was'alsm  buried  there.  A man  of  intelligence  and 
strong  religious  convictions,  he  labored  earnestly 
for  two  things  in  his  new  home,  religion  and  edu- 
cation. He  and  his  sons  donated  the  site  for  the 
Follmer  Lutheran  church  and  a farm  of  eight 
acres  to  the  congregation,  and  in  his  will  he  left 
fl5  to  the  church  then  in  process  of  construction 
and  £10  toward  building  a schoolhouse.  as  well 
as  £10  toAvard  the  teaching  of  poor  children  be- 
lonjjing  to  the  church  above  mentioned.  His  ivife 
Regina,  ivliom  he  married  in  Berks  county,  was 
born  June  18.  1730,  and  died  Aug.  18,  1813. 
Nine  children  ivere  born  to  their  union;  John 
(born  Jan.  16,  17o0),  George  (born  Aug.  16, 
1751),  Adam,  Frederick,  Henry,  iMichael,  Eliza- 
, beth,  Magdaline  and  Catharine.  Th.eir  records 
and  that  of  their  posterity  are  gii'en  below  in  the 
order  just  named. 

John  Follmer.  eldest  son  of  Michael,  born  Jan. 
16,  1750,  married  Maria  Elizabeth  Geiger,  ivho 
was  born  June  29,  1719,  and  died  Oct.  3.  1836. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  John  and 
Henry. 

John  Follmer,  son  of  John,  born  Oct.  12,  1775, 
died  April  25.  1845.  He  married  Elizabeth  Bow- 
er, born  Fell.  8.  1784,  died  l\Iay  13,  1853,  and  they 
had  two  children,  Regina  and  Samuel.  The  latter, 
born  March  6.  1812,  died  Feb.  20,  1834.  Regina 
Follmer,  born  June  23,  1804,  died  Aug.  26.  1867. 
She  married  Jacob  Hotfa,  born  ilay  20,  1800,  died 
Mav  15,  1882,  and  they  had  a family  of  'even 
children;  (1)  John,  born  May  3.  1826,  died  Dec. 
20,  1894,  married  (first)  Sarah  Ann  Schaeffer 
(born  March  31,  1829,  died  Dec.  7,  1864),  (sec- 
■ ond)  iMary  G.  Litchard  (born  Sept.  2,  1341.  died 
Sept.  24,  1878)  atid  (third)  Margaret  Follmer. 
His  children  wci'c  Catharine,  Dr.  Jacob  P..  Dan- 
iel, .T.  Follmer.  W.  Francis,  Cora  iM.  and  Cyrus. 
(2)  Samuel.  (3)  Cyrus  marrieil  Margaret  Au- 
ten.  (4)  Reubcai.  (5)  Sarah  Ann.  (6)  Daniel 
H.,  born  in  1830.  died  in  1832.  (7  ) A son  died 

in  infancy  Dec.  22,  1834. 

Henrv  Follmer.  vomiger  son  of  .John  and  Maria 
Elizabeth  (Geiger)  i-'ollmei',  boni  in  1777,  died 


March  14,  1857.  He  was  the  first  of  the  family 
to  settle  on  Limestone  run,  in  Turbut  township. 
Ho  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Geiger,  wlm  died  Jan. 
2,  1820,  and  for  his  second  wife  he  rmirried  Eva 
Barbara  Follmer,  who  died  Feb.  23,  1857.  His 
six  children,  four  by  the  first  union  and  two  by 
the  second,  Avere  as  follows;  (1)  Susan,  born 
Api’il  3,  1804,  died  Oct.  15,  1826.  (2)  Daniel, 

born  April  13,  1806,  is  mentioned  beloAA'.  (3) 
Salome,  born  Nov.  10,  1807,  died  Sept.  12,  1881. 
She  married  'William  Tobias,  born  Aug.  2,  1799, 
died  Jan.  7,  1886,  and  they  Avei’e  the  parents  of 
six  children;  Caroline,  Avho  married  Franklin 
Grier  and  had  children,  Oliver,  Daniel  and  Jere- 
miah ; Henry,  Avhose  children  Avere  George,  Harry 
and  iMary  (married  Samuel  Berkhimer)  ; Mary, 
who  married  Jacob  Stineman  and  had  one  son, 
'William;  William;  Sarah,  Avho  married  Samuel 
Hoy  and  had  Calvin,  Eva  and  Harry;  and  John. 
(4)  William,  born  July  24,  1818,  died  Aug.  10, 
1888.  He  AA'as  an  extensiA'e  farmer  in  Turbut, 
his  native,  tOAA-nship,  OAvning  some  three  hundred 
acres,  and  a prominent  citizen  of  his  time,  serv- 
ing for  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
one  term  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  he  Avas 
AA’ell  knoAvn  in  local  business  circles  as  president 
of  the  Danville  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company 
and  as  a stockholder  and  one  of  the  incorporators 
of  the  Buffalo  Milling  Company  of  Lewisburg.  He 
Avas  a Democrat  in  politics,  a Mason  in  fraternal 
connection  (member  of  Milton  Lodge,  F.  iS:  A. 
M.)  and  a member  of  the  Follmer  Church.  He 
married  Eleanor  IMcWillioms  (daughter  of  John), 
who  died  Dec.  27,  1876,  and  they  had  a family 
of  tAvelve  children;  Mary  E.,  born  Dec.  20.  1839, 
died  Feb.  18,  1842;  John  H.,  born  in  1811,  mar- 
ried Jennie  McLaughlin;  Sarah  E.,  born  July  14. 
1843,  died  Sept.  1,  1859;  Margaret  J..  born  July 
14,  1843,  married  David  Utt  and  had  four  chil- 
dren, William,  Harry,  Jessie  and  Mary  iM.  (avIio 
married  Rolland  S.  Follmer,  mentioned  beloAv)  ; 
Susanna  A.,  born  Jan.  12,  1847,  married  Thomas 
Rissel  and  had  Iavo  children,  Ella  H.  and  John  H. ; 
Clara  K.,  born  Feb.  14.  1849,  died  Feb.  1,  1852; 
William  L.,  born  May  20,  1855,  died  June  5.  1855; 
Hannah  R.  Avas  born  May  3.  1857 ; Daniel  G.,  born 
Dlay  3,  1857,  died  Sept.  27,  1859;  IMary  E.,  IxArn 
April  17,  1859,  died  July  IS,  1859;  Martha  H., 
born  Sept.  6.  1860,  died  Oct.  10,  1862 ; Francis 
M.,  born  Feb.  16,  1867.  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  at  Blmunsburg  Normal,  married  Eliz- 
abeth JTunty,  and  had  tAvo  children.  Mr.  Follmer 
married  (second)  Mrs.  Susanna  IM.  (Follmer) 
Marsh.  (5)  Anna,  born  March  28,  1824,  died 
Jan.  30.  1892.  (6)  IMary  Dfagdalin,  the  youngest, 

Avas  born  April  22.  1826. 

D.vxiul  FoT.LviF.a,  son  of  Henry.  Avag  born  April 
13,  1806,  on  the  old  homestead  in  Turbut  toAvn- 
«hip,  and  there  [massed  his  entire  life,  buying  about 
two  hundred  acres  of  the  original  (’arm  taken  u[> 
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by  Jiis  aiufstor,  upon  which  was  erected  a fine 
stone  house.  He  was  a farmer  throughout  his  ac- 
tive years,  living  retired  for  twenty  years  before 
his  death,  whicli  occurred  Aug.  IS),  1887.  His 
farm,  which  was  near  tlie  Follmer  Church,  is  now 
owned  by  Ids  son  John  8.,  of  Milton.  A promi- 
nent man  in  Ids  district,  he  served  in  various 
township  olfices  and  tor  many  years  was  a trustee 
of  the  Follmer  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  he 
was  a Democrat  up  to  the  time  of  the  Civil  war. 

On  Oct.  lo,  18‘2S),  iMr.  Follmer  was  married,  hy 
Lev.  Henrv  Mvers,  to  Sarah  Lantz,  horn  March 
18,  1811,  died  Feh.  24,  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foll- 
mer are  Imried  at  Follmer's  Church.  They  were 
the  parents  <d'  the  following  children:  fl)  Mary 
E.,  born  Xov.  2,  1830,  married  Cliarles  J.  Engle 
and  has  three  children : Emma,  born  May  14, 
1853;  David  Franklin,  horn  June  20,  1857,  now 
of  Philadel]dda  ; and  Sarah  Elizaheth,  horn  ^la}’ 
28,  1860,  who  married  'Wallace  Weidenhamer,  son 
of  Willington  Weidenhamer.  (2)  William  G., 
born  July  24.  1833,  died  in  1009.  married  Esther 
Hoy,  who  was  born  Sept.  4,  1837,  and  who  sur- 
vives him,  residing  in  Milton.  They  had  seven 
children:  Xewton,  born  June  11,  1860,  a Lutheran 
minister,  now  located  in  Fittshurg,  married  Anna 
Maude  Schoch  and  has  three  children,  Ethel  L., 
Frank  S.  and  William  H. ; Daniel,  horn  Sept.  30, 
1861,  is  deceased:  Sarah  K.,  horn  March  21.  1863, 
married  George  2.L  Bucher  and  has  three  children, 
Harold,  Esther  B.  and  Boliert  L. ; Ella  P.,  born 
Xov.  4,  1865,  married  David  C.  Ditzler  ami  has  a 
family  of  six.  IMahel  E..  Mary  B.,  Xellie  F..  Mar- 
jory L.,  Leila  C.  and  Frederick  W. ; Minnie  A., 
born  March  4,  1868.  married  John  W.  Berkhimer ; 
Mary  E.,  born  Dec.  25,  1876,  married  David  Cor- 
selt ; Margaret  I.,  born  April  7,  1870,  married 
Adam  Yerg,  and  has  one;  son,  Adam  Follmer. 
(3)  l\Iargaret  Ann,  born  July  15,  1836,  itnniar- 
ried,  is  living  at  the  homestead  in  Turbut  town- 
ship. (4)  Charles  Franklin  is  mentioned  below. 
(5)  Sarah  Elmira,  born  Oct.  8,  1840,  married 
William  Ilaup  and  they  live  in  Chillis(|uaque  town- 
ship. (6)  Daniel  Henry  is  mentioned  below.  (7) 
Susanna  L..  horn  Feh.  3.  1846,  unmarried,  is  liv- 
ing with  her  sister  on  the  homestead.  (8)  John 
S.,  born  July  18,  1851,  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  ])ublic  schools  of  Milton  ami  at  Lime- 
stone Academy,  read  medicine  with  Dr.  C.  H. 
Dougal  and  graduated  from  Jefferson  IMi'dical  Col- 
lege, Philadelphia,  1876.  He  had  ])reviously 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  drug  business,  in 
which  he  engaged  after  practicing  medicine  one 
year,  establishing  himself  in  business  at  IMilton, 
where  he  has  a wide  patronage,  and  high  reputa- 
tion. In  187!)  he  married  Elizaheth  B.  ^Tris, 
daughter  of  Peter  Voids,  of  Chillis(niaf|ue  town- 
ship, and  they  have  two  children.  Frederick  Voris 
and  Malcolm  Murray.  In  politics  Dr.  Follmer  is 


a 1 'emocrat.  and  he  and  Jiis  wife  are  members  of 
the  M.  E.  Church. 

Charles  Fraxklix  Folljler,  son  of  Daniel, 
was  horn  Aug.  15,  1838,  in  I’urhut  township,  on 
the  old  farm  near  the  Follmer  Clntrch,  and  began 
his  education  in  the  local  schools.  Later  he  at- 
tended McEwensville  Academy.  Ho  was  reared  to 
farming,  and  engaged  in  that  calling  until  1864, 
when  he  removed  to  Milton  and  entered  the  insur- 
ance business,  in  which  he  continued  the  remain- 
der of  his  life,  becoming  very  well  known  in  his 
section  in  that  connection.  Bejn'csenting  the 'most 
relial)le  companies  of  America  and  England,  he 
gained  a large  circle  of  patrons  and  made  a notable 
success  of  the  business.  Other  enterprises  of  the 
borough  received  his  encouragement  and  substan- 
tial support,  he  having  been  a member  of  the 
Milton  Gas  Company  (which  he  served  some  years 
as  secretary  and  treasurer)  and  a director  of  the 
First  Xational  Bank  of  IHilton.  He  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Buffalo  Milling  Company,  of  Lew- 
isburg.  Lpon  the  death  of  his  father  he  purchased 
the  old  homestead  where  he  was  born,  and  he  was 
the  owner  of  that  property  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  May  1,  1897.  Mr.  Follmer  is 
buried  in  the  Upper  cemetery  at  Milton.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  progressive  citizens  of  his  time 
in  this  region,  and  his  death  was  regarded  as  a 
general  loss,  for  he  was  active  in  many  phases  of 
the  life  of  the  community  and  a useful  man  in 
every  relation  of  life.  In  early  life  he  was  a Luth- 
eran, having  been  confirmed  at  the  Follmer 
Church,  but  upon  his  removal  to  Milton  he  united 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics  iie  was 
a Democrat. 

In  1872  Mr.  Follmer  married  Abide  A.  Thomas, 
daughter  of  IVilliam  F.  Thomas,  of  Moorestown, 
X.  J.,  who,  like  his  father,  was  a coal  operator ; 
the  grandfather  was  located  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Follmer  had  two  daughters:  Henri- 
etta, who  married  I,ord  Harnnan  Burr,  a banker 
of  ^loorestown,  X.  J. : and  Annie  G.,  who  lives 
with  her  mother,  ilrs.  Follmer  now  makes  her 
home  at  ^foorestown,  Xew  Jersey. 

Daxtiel  Hexry  Foi.i.xeer,  son  of  Daniel,  bons' 
Aug.  10,  1843,  died  in  January.  1000,  and  is  bur- 
ied at  the  Paradise  Church.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  Milton  Academy. 
He  was  a lifelong  farmer,  and  in  1880  purchased 
the  well  known  place  in  'rurhut  township  known 
as  the  Abe  Engle  farm,  vvhich  contains  eighty- 
two  acres  of  the  most  valuable  land  in  the  district. 
In  politics  Mr.  Follmer  was  a Democrat  and  he 
served  two  years  as  auditor  of  his  township.  With 
his  family  he  belonged  to  the  Follmer  Lutheran 
Church,  which  he  served  as  deacon.  In  1860  he 
married  Bebecca  C.  ScltaefTer.  who  now  resides  in 
Turbut  township  with  her  children,  Bolland  Syd- 
ney and  Bertha  Gertnule,  the  latter  the  wife  of  J. 
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Wesley  Woll'e,  of  Turbut  township,  and  the  mother 
of  one  son,  Glenn. 

. Georg  Schaeffer,  i\rrs.  Follmen's  emigrant  an- 
cestor, "was  a native  of  the  Rhino  Valley,  in  south- 
ern Germany,  horn  north  of  the  Rhine,  and  landed 
at  Philadelphia  Aug.  13,  1T30,  making  the  voyage 
in  the  ship  ‘'Edinburgh.''  Soon  after  coming  to 
this  country  he  settled  in  Richmond  township, 
Berks  county,  where  he  obtained  a warrant  for  a 
tract  of  lami,  and  it  is  known  he  was  a land  owner 
in  1759.  Ills  tract  in  that  township  is  still  in 
the  possession  of  the  family.  The  Schaeffer  farms 
are  among  the  best  in  the  county.  When  the  Revo- 
lution broke  out  he  became  captain  of  a company 
in  the  Colonial  service.  He  died  at  an  advanced 
age  in  179i-9'3.  Ilis  wife's  maiden  name  was' 
Reib,  and  they  had  a family  of  five  children, 
Elizabeth  (married  John  Bieber),  IMargaret  (mar- 
ried Dewalt  Bieber),  Maria  (married  l\Iichael 
Christman),  Peter  and  Philip  (the  last  named  re- 
maining on  the  homestead). 

Philip  Schaeffer,  born  in  1770  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Richmond  township,-  became  a successful 
agriculturist  and  was  also  an  inventor  of  ability, 
manufacturing  the  first  threshing  machine  in 
Berks  county.  It  was  so  successful  that  he  con- 
tinued to  manufacture  the  machines  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Ifis  wife.  Elizabeth  (Fetherolf),  was  a 
granddaughter  of  Peter  and  Anna  Maria  (Roth- 
ermel)  E"eterolf.  of  Wachbach,  Germany,  and  she 
died  in  1819,  iMr.  Schaeffer  surviving  until  Janu- 
ary, 1853.  He  was  a soldier  in  the  war  of  181'?, 
a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religious  attach- 
ment a member  of  the  Reformed  Church.  Ilis 
family  of  twehe  children,  all  of  whom  were  of 
unusually  fine  physique,  tall  and  strong,  and  well 
proportioned,  were  as  follows ; George,  Peter,  Isaac, 
Jonathan,  Daniel,  Philip,  William,  David,  Sarah 
(married  Jacob  DeLong)  , Elizabeth  (married  Sol- 
omon Wder),  Anna  Maria  (married  Isaac  IMer- 
kel)  and  Esther  (married  Francis  De  Long).  Each 
of  this  family  received  a farm  from  the  father. 

Peter  Schaeffer,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Follmer, 
Avas  born 'in  1799  in  IMaxatavny  township,  Berks 
county,  and  about  18'21  came  with  his  family  to 
Northumberland  county,  making  the  journey  by 
team.  He  settled  in  Turbut  township  upon  the 
farm  now  ou  ned  by  Levi  Stamm,  a tract  contain- 
ing about  175  acres,  and  there  lived  until  his  re- 
moval to  Wat'ontown,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  1889  and  where  he  is  buried.  He  was  twice 
married,  the  children  born  to  his  first  union  be- 
ing: Sarah  (married  John  Iloffa),  Catharine 
(married  Benneville  Leinbach),  Elias,  Peter,  and 
Benneville  (who  is  still  living,  in  Kansas).  By 
the  second  marriage  there  were  two  children,  Wil- 
liam and  Emma  (married  Frank  Specht). 

Elias  Schaelfor,  father  of  Mrs.  Follmer,  was  born 
in  1821  in  lilaxatawny  township.  Berks  county, 
and  came  with  the  family  to  Northumberland 


county  when  a cliihl.  lie  was  engaged  in  farming 
in  Turbut  township  and  was  a well  known  citizen 
of  his  community.  He  retired  a few  years  before 
his  death,  wh.ich  occurred  Aug.  19,  lS8fi.  IVIr. 
Follmer  married  Elizabeth  Glaze,  daughter  of 
Stephen  Glaze,  and  she  die’d'~Nov.  2,  1887;  she 
was  born  in  18'35.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Follmer  are 
buried  at  the  Paradise  Church  in  Turbut  town- 
ship. They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children  : 
Sarah  married  Levi  Stamm  and  they  live  on  the 
old  Schaeffer  homestead  in  Turbut  township ; Re- 
becca C.  married  Daniel  II.  Follmer;  Elizabetli 
married  William  Balliet ; Emma  married  Harvey 
Stoudt,  of  IMilton,  Pa.  ; Stephen,  Mary  and  Daniel 
all  died  young. 

Rollaxd  Sydxey  Follvier,  son  of  Daniel  Hen- 
ry and  Rebecca  C.  (Schaeffer)  Follmer,  was  born  in 
Turbut  township  July  27,  1871.  and  there  began 
his  education  in  the  local  schools.  Later  he  was  a 
pupil  at  IMcEwensville  Academy  and  at  Susque- 
hanna University,  at  Selinsgrove,  Pa.  He  re- 
mained at  home,  working  with  his  father,  until  he 
commenced  farming  on  his  own  responsibility,  and 
he  now  has  the  home  place  of  eighty-two  acres, 
which  Tinder  his  care  is  in  a most  excellent  state 
of  cultivation.  lie  is  an  intelligent  and  enter- 
prising agriculturist,  and  his  good  judgment  in 
the  management  of  the  place  is  everywhere  in  evi- 
dence. So  far  he  has  devoted  all  his  time  to  his 
own  affairs,  which  are  in  a prosperous  condition. 
He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religion  a 
member  of  the  Follmer  Lutheran  Church. 

In  March.  1891,  Mr.  Follmer  married  iMary  i\I. 
Utt,  daughter  of  David  and  Margaret  J.  (Foll- 
mer) Utt,  and  they  have  had  three  children,  Rhea 
M..  Bertha  M.  and  Schaeffer  IT. 

David  Utt,  l\Irs.  Follmer's  father,  was  born  Oct. 
'39,  1839.  in  Northampton  county.  Pa.,  son  of 
David  Utt  and  grandson  of  Adam  Utt.  of  that 
county.  The  latter  followed  farming  and  hunting, 
and  died  in  Northampton  countv.  David  Utt,  son 
of  Adam,  a native  of  Northampton  county,  moved 
to  Columbia  county  in  18-10  and  there  followed 
farming  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  that 
county;  he  is  buried  there,  in  Greenwood  township. 
He  married  iMarv  Adams,  and  their  children  were: 
Jacoti,  Adam,  William,  George,  David,  Elias,  Anna 
(died  young)  and  Harriet  (married  IMartin  iMow- 
ery ) . 

David  Utt,  son  of  David,  was  a year  old  when 
his  father  settled  in  Columbia  county,  and  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  eighteen.  In  Greenwood  township,  Columbia 
county,  he  learned  the  trade  of  miller,  which  he 
followed  for  twenty-two  years  in  Columbia  and 
Northumberland  counties,  coming  to  the  latter 
county  in  18G'?  and  settling  in  Turbut  township, 
where  he  remained  for  six  years.  At  the  end  of 
that  time  he  settled  on  the  AVilliam  Follmer  farm, 
in  the  eastern  parr  of  ( 'hilli"qua(]ue  township,  in 
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1878,  i>urchasing  the  place,  ■which  contains  10,?1 
acres,  in  1883.  He  has  lived  there  ever  since,  de- 
voting all  his  time  to  farming,  in  which  he  has 
prospered,  and  his-  property  lias  been  greatly  im- 
proved during  these  years. 

Mr.  Utt  married  Margaret  J.  Follmer,  daugh- 
ter of  'William  and  Eleanor  (IMcWilliams)  Foll- 
mer, and  these  children  were  born  to  them:  Wil- 
liam married  Elizabeth  Whomer,  and  has  two  chil- 
dren, Margaret  and  J.  Clair;  Jesse  married  ^lamie 
Black,  and  their  two  children  are  David  and  El- 
eanor; Mary  M.  married  Holland  S.  Follmer.  This 
family  attends  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr.  Utt  is 
a Democrat  in  politics  and  fraternally  a member 
of  Pottsgrove  Lodge,  Xo.  633,  I.  0.  0.  F. 

George  Follmer,  son  of  IMichael  and  grandson 
of  Jacob,  born  Aug.  16,  1751,  died  Xov.  9,  1830. 
He  married  Eva  Barber  Moyer,  and  they  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  namely:  John,  George,  Ab- 
raham, Joseph,  Eve,  Catharine,  Elizabeth,  ^lary, 
Ann  and  Ann  ilaria.  ‘ Of  these, 

Abraham  Follmer  married  Margaret  Lantz  and 
had  children:  Sarah;  George  John,  born  Aug.  5, 
1817,  who  died  X'ov.  3,  18-11:  Charles,  born  Dec. 
29,  1815;  Henry,  born  Aug.  18,  1833,  who  died 
Sept.  27,  1853 ; and  Margaret  Elizabeth. 

Charles  Follmer,  son  of  Abraham,  followed  farm- 
ing, living  on  a farm  near  the  I’aradise  Church. 
He  died  May  19,  1883,  and  is  buried  at  that 
church.  His  wife,  Theresie  (Eshbach),  born  -Vug. 
15,  1815,  died  Xov.  16.  1861.  They  had  a fam- 
ily of  five  children:  Levi  H.,  born  Jan.  5,  1811, 
married  Ellen  Watts  and  lives  at  VIcEwensville, 
Pa.;  Margaret  C.,  born  Xov.  11,  1813,  married 
Samuel  P.  I>orclh  who  was  born  Oct.  33,  1839,  and 
they  have  six  children,  Piev.  Charles  D.  (born  X'ov. 

17,  1868),  Samuel  E.  (born  Aug.  33,  1871),  Mary 
T.  (born  Aug.  15,  1871).  Amy  F.  (born  Feb.-  33, 
1878),  IMaggie  I.,  and  Sallie  E.  (born  IMay  11, 
1883)  ; Sarah  E.,  born  Jan.  8,  1816,  married  Wil- 
liam H.  Miller  (1810-1909),  and  had  three  chil- 
dren, Maggie  L,  Posie  T.  and  Carrie  E. ; Susan 
B.,  born  Xov.  11,  1817,  married  Josiah  Baker,  born 
June  17,  1856,  and  their  children  are  Samuel, 
Daisy,  Lucy  and  IMaggie;  Charles  D.,  born  June  3, 
1857,  married  Susan  M.  Kerchner,  who  was  born 
May  16,  1863,  and  they  reside  in  McEwensville, 
Pennsylvania. 

Eve  Follmer,  daughter  of  George,  marrieil 
Henry  Follmer.  and  they  had  two  children:  (1) 
Anna  married  Abraham  S.  Sypher,  born  Dec.  18, 
1831,  died  Oct.  9,  1895,  and  their  children  were 
Henry  J.  and  Leah  A.  Henry  J.  Sypher,  born  i\Iay 
19,  1818,  married  Julia  Berkhimer,  born  Feb.  21, 
1819,  and  had  five  children:  Anna  M..  born  Oct. 

18,  1869,  who  married  Harvey  J.  Sones:  William 
H. ; George  A.,  born  May  19,  1873,  who  married 
Ida  Kurtz,  born  IMarch  li.  1871:  Veronica  L,  born 
ilay  31,  1876;  and  Bessie  L.,  born  Oct.  8,  1880. 


Leah  A.  Sypher,  born  in  1851,  married  J.  W 
Bricker,  who  was  born  in  1838,  and  had  throe 
children,  Nathan,  Anna  E.  and  Laura  M.  (3) 
IMary  Magdalina,  who  married  Joshua  Cole,  born 
July  1,  1818,  had  five  children,  born  as  follows: 
Sarah  A.,  IMareh  13,  1819;  Mary  Eva,  July  33, 
1851;  William  Wh,  X'ov.  9,  1853;  Daniel  C.,  Oct- 
8,  1856;  Calvin  L.,  Feb.  5,  1859. _ 

. .1  - i q 1'  7' 

/ Adam  Follmer,  third  son  of  Michael,  married 
Christian  Bone,  bv  whom  he  had  nine  children : 
Adam,  John,  William,  Jonathan,  David,  Simon, 
Solomon,  Christian  and  Hosanna. 

Simon  Follmer,  son  of  Adam,  born  Sept.  13, 
1799,  died  Doc.  15,  1853.  His  first  wife,  Hannah 
Heinard,  born  Fob.  8,  180-1,  died  Dec.  31,  1831; 
his  second,  Hebecca  Kohler,  born  May  1,  1813,  died 
May  35,  1867.  He  was  the  father  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, five  by  the  first  marriage,  eight  by  the  sec- 
ond: (1)  Hebecca,  born  Xov.  15,  1834,  married 

Joseph  Hamer,  born  Jan.  18,  1830,  ancl  was  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  Hannah  E.  (born  April 
18,  184-5,  married  Thomas  fiercer  and  had  Clara 

L. ,  Clarence,  Frank,  Hebecca,  Otis,  Dora,  Joseph, 
Hart  and  Zora),  Simon  F.  (born  July  14,  1847, 
married  Jlargaret  J.  Sehrerer,  born  l\lay  2,  1855, 
and  had  Mary  H.,  Daisy  E.,  Frank  S.^  Fred  F. 
and  Dolly  G.),  Catharine  J.,  Harriet  E.  (born 
Aug.  9,  1853,  married  William  J.  McHenry,  burn 
Dec.  10,T849,  and  had  WTlliam  0.,  l\fargaret,  Ed- 
ward F.,  Joseph  S.,  Bessie  H.  and  Charles  xV.), 
-lames  A.,  Joseph,  Charle.'  W'.,  Margaret  D.,  Lucy 

M. ,  Anna  H.  (married  John  Ganville  and  had 

Mary  H.,  Samuel  J.,  Alva  C.  and  Lizzie  M.),  and 
Nellie  L.  (3)  Diary  Ann  died  young.  (3)  Susanna 
DL  married  W illiam  Follmer,  who  is  mentioned 
later  in  this  article.  (4)  Alargaret,  born 

.tune  -3,  1831,  married  Dliner  Gulich  Marsh, 
born  April  9,  1834,  and  they  had  three 
children:  Spencer  Follmer,  born  May  18, 

1S5-,  who  died  June  7,  185- ; Charles  X'ewton, 
born  -June  35,  1858;  and  Harriet  Clementine,  born 
X'ov.  7,  1861,  who  married  Charles  Moll.  (5) 
Catharine,  born  April  33,  183-4,  died  Jan.  1,  1857, 
and  is  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Milton.  (6) 
Daniel  K.  (7)  Diary  Emma,  born  Oct.  19,  1837, 
died  Feb.  3,  1843,  and  is  buried  in  the  old  ceme- 
tery at  Dlilton.  (8)  Samuel  II.  (9)  Amelia  C. 
(10)  Louisa  -1.  (11)  Barliara  S.  (13)  DIartin 

L.  died  young.  (13)  Clara  DI. 

Solomon  Follmer.  son  of  Adam,  born  Dec.  11, 
1839,  died  Jan.  10,  1880.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Swartz,  born  .Vug.  7.  1830,  and  to  their  union 
were  born  four  sons':  (1)  -John  S.,  born  July  17, 

1854,  married  Diary  Harmon,  born  April  29,  1857, 
and  they  had  one  child,  Orrell  Dlyrtlc,  born  .Vpril 
10,  1881.  (3)  Charles  F..  born  Dlay  2-3,  1856. 

married  Flora  Schuyler,  who  was  born  in  1860, 
and  died  -Line  34,  1883,  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Lida  Dlay,  born  -July  31,  1883.  His  second  wife. 
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Anna  (Orbits),  was  l)orn  Sopt.  a,  1858.  (3)  Wil- 

liam P.,  born  July  16,  1858,  married  Ada  S.  Cor- 
son, born  Xov.  22,  1803,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Raymond  OsQar,  born  June  36,  1883.  (4)  Foster 

M.,  born  Apidl  38,  1860,  died  Xov.  1,  1881. 

Frederick  Follmer,  son  ot‘  Michael,  married  Bar- 
bara Geiger,  and  they  had  three  children  : Daniel, 
born  ]\Iarch  13.  1786;  Susan,  who  married  Joseph 
Mackey;  and  Regina,  who  married  James  Donal- 
son. 

Daniel  Follmer,  son  of  Frederick,  married  IMar- 
garct  Reed,  who  was  born  Aug.  31,  1780,  and  they 
had  a family  of  seven  children,  as  follows:  John 

R. ; Daniel  G.,  born  Xov.  11,  1836;  Sarah;  Cyn- 
thia, born  Dec.  30,  1815  ; Jane  W.,  born  May  8, 
1813;  Elizabeth,  l)orn  Aug.  3,  1818  (married  Rob- 
ert Caldwell)  ; and  Maria,  born  May  10,  1810 
(married  John  Foresman). 

Henry  Follmer,  son  of  ^lichael,  inherited  a tract 
of  land  near  Milton  from  his  father.  He  was  an 
active  member  of  the  Follmer  Lutheran  Church. 
He  married  Susan  Stahl,  who  died  in  1861,  aged 
eighty-nine  years,  eleven  months,  nineteen  days, 
long  surviving  Mr.  Follmer,  who  had  passed  away 
in  1833,  aged  fifty-four  years,  nineteen  days. 
Their  children  were : Philip,  Thomas,  Andrew, 

Alary  (married  Michael  Brown)  and  Elizabeth. 

Philip  Follmer,  son  of  Henry,  married  and  had 
■children:  Samuel  and  Philip  Henry. 

Thoma.«  Follmer,  son  of  Henry,  married  and 
had  children ; Henry  and  'William. 

Andrew  Follmer,  son  of  Henry,  received  a com- 
mon school  education,  and  lived  on  a sixty-eight- 
acre  tract  which  he  inherited.  He  was  an  elder 
of  the  Reformed  Church  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  married  Diary  Pool,  a native  of  Alercer  county. 
Pa.,  who  died  in  1863,  aged  sixty-seven  years  ; Mr. 
Follmer  died  Alarch  3!),  1863.  They  had  two  sons, 
Henry  Philip  and  Reuben  T.,  the  latter  dying 
'first. 

Flenry  Philip  Follmer,  son  of  Andrew,  was  Itorn 
Dec.  38,  1819,  on  the  farm  where,  he  always  lived, 
and  was  the  fourth  in  direct  line  to  own  that  prop- 
erty. He  received  a good  education  in  the  schools 
of  the  day,  and  followed  fanning  and  gardening, 
after  his  father’s  death  ]nirchasing  the  farm,  where 
the  latter  had  also  been  Imrn.  He  served  his  town- 
ship as  school  director  and  in  other  offices;  and  was 
jury  commissioner  for  three  years.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  piolitics.  and  in  religion  he  and  his 
family  adhered  to  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
in  which  he  served  as  elder.  On  Fel).  33,  1887, 
he  and  his  sons  established  a green  grocery  at  Mil- 
ton.  In  1849  Dir.  Follmer  niarried  Diary  Jane 
Crawford,  who  was  a daughter  of  Elijah  Crawford, 
■of  Xorthumberland  county,  and  to  them  were  born 
children  as  follows:  Alfred  C.,  Sarah  (wife  of 
Jesse  Server,  of  Dlilfon),  Lewis  L.  (who  married 


C<»ra  Barber,  daughter  of  Anthony  Barbci.  of 
Lewis  township),  llarvey  AV.  (of  Dlilton,  who  nia- 
ried  Alma  Foresman,  daughter  of  Thomas  Fores- 
man, of  Union  county.  Pa.),  Andrew,  Elijah,  El- 
eanor C.  and  Edtvard. 


Dlicbael  Follmer,  son  of  Dlichael,  married  Eliz- 
abeth Berger. 


Elizabeth  Follmer,  daughter  of  Dliehacl,  married 
Adam  Christ,  and  had  children:  Adam,  George, 

Henry,  John,  DIaria,  Elizabeth,  Eve,  Catharine, 
DIartlia  and  Sarah. 


Dlagtlaline  Follmer,  daughter  of  Dlichael.  mar- 
ried Christian  D"an  Gundy,  and  had  children: 
John,  George,  Adam,  Jacob,  Ann.  Their  children 
live  at  and  near  Lewisburg,  Pennsylvania. 


Catharine  Follmer,  daughter  of  Dlichael,  mar- 
ried George  Jacob  Follmer,  who  was  born  April 
16,  1768,  son  of  George  Jacob,  Sr.,  and  grand- 
son of  Jacob,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the  family. 
They  were  cousins. 


George  Jacob  Follmer,  son  of  Jacob  and  brother 
of  Dlichael,  was  born  in  Decendter,  1738,  in  Berks 
county.  Pa.  He  was  a notable  man  of  this  section 
in  his  tune,  serving  five  years  as  a soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  as  mend)er  of  the  Pemisylvania 
House  of  Representatives  in  1794  and  again  from 
1798  to  1802,  and  in  1803  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate,  dying  Aug.  34,  1804,  before  the  e.x- 
piration  of  his  term  as  senator.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics.  He  married  Anna  Catharine  AVal- 
ter,  born  Feb.  9,  1743,  who  died  Aug.  15.  1808, 
and  they  had  a large  family,  viz. : (1)  Anna  Dlar- 

garet,  born  April  17.  1763,  married  DVilliam 
Gouger,  and  b.ad  children:  William,  Jacob. 

George.  Xicholas,  Benjamin,  Jolin,  Daniel,  and 
Diary  Elizai)eth  (died  Jan.  3,  1830).  (3)  John, 

born  Dec.  33,  1763,  died  Feb.  1.  1767.  (3)  Anna 

Catbarinc.  born  April  35,  1766,  married  John 
Gerfnor,  and  had  children:  Diary  married  Jacob 

DIarsh ; Susan  married  John  Butler:  John  died 
young;  Catharine  married  John  Rynearson:  Eliza 
married  Adam  Schaeffer ; Christian  married  Peter 
Gertner;  Jacob  married  Diary  Swartz;  George 
married  Diary  Shumaker.  (4)  George  Jacob  was 
born  April  16,  1768.  (5)  John,  born  June  30, 

1770,  died  Jan.  10.  1786.  (6)  Henry,  born  July 

16,  1773,  married  Catharine  Stoneman.  (7) 
.Anna  Diary,  born  Sept.  3,  1774.  married  Frederick 
Dcitfenbach.  (8)  Benjamin,  born  Dec-.  7,  177(5. 
died  June  17.  1788.  (9)  Elizabeth,  liorn  .July  7, 

1779.  married  .Jolin  DielFenbach.  (lo)  DVilliam. 
born  Sept.  36,  1781.  married  DIolly  DIachamer. 
(11)  Dlichael,  bOrn  .Ian.  19.  1784,  married  Cath- 
arine Diidfenbacher.  (13)  Daniel  C.,  born  Dlarch 
(or  .Line)  9,  178(5,  died  -Tan.  5,  18755. 
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Col.  Daniel  C.  Follmer,  born  in  Xnrtluimber- 
land  county  June  (or  March)  0,  1786,  was  colonel 
of  a militia  company  for  many  years  and  served 
with  that  rank  in  the  war  of  181  •3.  He  was  a load- 
ing citizen  of  his  day,  and  served  one  term  as  as- 
sociate judge  of  iMontour  county.  Farming  was 
his  occupation.  He  was  a member  of  tbe  Keformed 
Church,  which  he  served  as  elder.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  the  seventies.  His  first  wife,  Susanna 
Deiffenbach,  a native  of  Columbia  county.  Pa., 
died  in  18.‘56,  and  he  subsequenTly  married  Pa- 
chel  Grier.  There  were  eight  children  by  the 
first  union,  born  as  follows:  Catharine,  March 

10,  1810;  Conrad,  June  30,  1813  (went  to  Kan- 
sas) ; Elizabeth,  iVlarch  J,  181-5;  Margaret  Ann, 
March  34:,  1817;  iMary,  April  3.  181!)  (married 
John  A.  Eschbach  and  moved  to  Iowa)  ; Susanna, 
Xov.  18,  1831;  Jacob  Michael,  May  3,  1835;  Wil- 
liam Henry,  Dec.  1,  1838  (died  July  1,  1866). 
By  the  second  marriage  there  was  one  child,  5Iar- 
tha  Ellen,  born  Feb.  (i.  1840,  who  died  April  9, 
1853. 

Jacob  i^P  Follmer,  son  of  Col.-  Daniel  C.,  was 
born  May  3,  1835,  at  Limestoneville,  in  Lime- 
stone township,  Montour  Co.,  Pa.,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools  and  at  Danville 
Academy.  He  followed  farming,  lumbering  and 
stock  raising,  meeting  with  success  in  all  tliose 
lines,  and  in  his  later  years  engaged  in  the  insur- 
ance business,  representing  several  of  the  strongest 
companies.  In  1863  he  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
37th  IMilitia,  received  the  appointment  of  reg- 
imental quartermaster  and  served  as  such  until 
honorably  discharged,  Aug.  4,  1863.  Fie  was  a 
charter  member  of  Bryson  Post.  G.  A.  P.,  at  Wat- 
sontown,  and  served  as  chaplain  of  Henry  Wilson 
Post,  at  Milton.  ■ Fh'atei'nallv  Fir.  Follmer  was 
connected  with  the  Flasonic  Blue  Lodge  for  twelve 
years  and  with  the  Poyal  Arch  Masons  three  years. 
He  represented  his  district  one  term  in  the  House 
of  Pep>resentatives.  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1888. 
He  was  an  active  member  of  the  German  Peforme<l 
Church,  serving  several  terms  as  elder  and  many 
years  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 

In  1850  ]\Ir.  Follmer  married  Susan,  daughter 
of  John  P.  Ilackenberg.  of  Xorthumberland  coun- 
ty, and  children  as  follows  were  born  to  them ; 
Emma:  iMatilda,  who  married  C.  G.  M'ilson;  Fid- 
ward  IF,  who  (lied  May  13,  1856,  when  one  year 
old;  Ada  L.,  who  married  J.  G.  Bower,  of  Watson- 
town ; M'illiam  IF;  Poland  B.,  of  Philadelphia; 
and  John  II.,  born  .lulv  33,  1868,  who  died  April 
10,  1000. 

William  II.  FYLi.iiKU,  M.  D..  son  of  Jac-ob  IM., 
was  born  Aug.  13,  1856,  at  IMilton,  and  there  be- 
gan his  education  in  tlve  public  schools.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  high  school  at  Watsontowri.  and 
then  read  medicine  with  Dr.  J.  P.  Ely,  at  Milton, 
later  entering  Hahnemann  IMedical  College,  at 
Philadel[)hia,  from  which  institution  he  was  gi’ad- 


uated  in  1883.  Li  the  spring  of  the  same  year  he 
located  at  Milton  for  practice,  and  there  he  re- 
mained until  his  removal  to  Williamsport,  in  1000. 
Dr.  FYllmer  has  gained  a wide  jiatronage  and  con- 
siderable reputation  in  his  profession,  and  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  best  homeopathic  organi- 
zations, local  and  State,  being  a mendier  of  the 
Hahnemann  Medical  Institute,  the  Stare  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  Society  (which  he  served  as  com- 
mitteeman), the  IMilton  Medical  Society  and  the 
West  Branch  Homeopathic  Society  (covering  Elk. 
Clinton,  Lycoming,  FTiion,  Blair  and  Xorthumber- 
land counties),  of  which  latter  he  has  been  pres- 
ident. Socially  he  holds  membership  in  Milton 
Lodge,  Xo.  356,  Fb  & A.  M.;  Warrior  Pun  Chap- 
ter, P.  A.  ^L,  and  Milton  Lodge,  Xo.  013,  B.  P. 
0.  Elks. 

Dr.  Follmer  married  Hettie  L.  Brown,  who  was 
born  Jan.  30,  1861,  daughter  of  the  late  Cyrus 
Brown,  a prominent  druggist  of  Milton.  She 
died  Jan.  30,  1800,  leaving  one  son,  Cyrus  Brown, 
born  May  17,  1804.  In  1900  the  Doctor  married 
again. 

William  Follmer  (deceased),  born  July  34. 
1818,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Geiger) 
Follmer,  married  (second)  Susanna  M.  (FYllmer) 
Marsh,  widow  of  William  Kase  Marsh  and  daugh- 
ter of  Simon  lYllmer.  She  was  born  Sept.  35. 
1838,  in  Turbut  township,  and  first  married  Wil- 
liam Kase  Marsh,  who  was  born  in  1836,  and  died 
Jan.  33.  1868.  He  is  bulled  in  the  upper  ceme- 
tery at  Milton.  Three  children  wore  Ixirn  to  this 
union:  (1)  James  Ambrose  Flarsh  married  ^lary 

Waldron,  daughter  of  William  and  Anna  (Hilgert) 
M'aldron.  gninddaughter  of  Latferd  Waldron  (wlio 
came  to  this  county  in  1785)  and  great-grand- 
daughter of  Cornelius  Wahlron  (who  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Xew  Jersey  in  1764,  and 
served  as  a captain  in  the  Pevolutionary.  war). 
^Ir.  and  Mrs.  James  Ambrose  IMarsh  are  the  par- 
ents of  three  children:  Annabella,  who  is  the  wib' 
of  John  Epley  and  has  two  children,  ^largarite  ami 
J.  A.  (this  family  li\es  in  IMichigan)  : Uana  Lor- 
ine.  Mrs.  Xewcomer,  who  has  one  child,  blarv 
ilarsh ; and  'William  Edgar,  who  married  and  has 
one  child,  James.  (3)  William  Griggs  Marsh,  M. 
I).,  married  Emma  Klapp  and  has  one  daughter. 
.\nnie  M.,  now  the  wife  of  iM.  Y.  Leinbach.  (3) 
Burton  Lincoln  ^larsh  married  Pebecca  Sharer  and 
has  one  son.  Hiram  W. 

Isaac  IMarsh,  grandfather  of  'William  Kase 
Marsh,  married  Ellonana  Griggs  and  lived  in  Xew 
Jersey.  Their  children  were;  Isaac,  Daniel  and 
Griggs. 

Griggs  Marsh,  father  of  William  Kase  Marsh, 
was  Ixmi  in  Xerv  Jersey,  and  died  in  .Milton,  lie 
was  married  four  times,  his  first  wife  being  Cath- 
erine Kase,  bv  whom  he  had  three  children  : Ellen, 
wife  of  Peter  Hot/.;  Ilanaet.  wife  of  Simon  Lantz; 
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and  YTiliam  Kase,  who  niaiTiod  Susanna  Foll- 
mer.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Marsh  married 
Elizabeth  Smith,  and  to  their  union  were  born 
seven  children:.  John;  Gripjgs,  who  married  Kate 
Fichthorn;  Isaac,  who  married  IMarv  Baker  ; Jo- 
seph ; Daniel,  who  married  Eliza  Fox ; Annie,  wlio 
married  James  Lester  ; and  James  D..  who  married 
Ella  Hotz.  Mr.  iMarsh's  third  wife  was  Kate 
Christo}',  his  fourth  Kate  Douty,  by  whom  he  had 
one  son,  Calvin  D. 

WILLIAM  H.  II.  OTTO  f deceased)  passed 
away  before  he  had  even  reached  his  prime,  yet  he 
had  attained  a prominent  place  in  the  business  life 
of  the  city  of  Shamokin,  Xorthumberland  county, 
where  lie  had  lived  and  worked  from  young  man- 
hood. He  was  a member  of  the  firm  of  Seiler,  Zim- 
merman, Otto  & Co.,  one  of  the  largest  grocery 
jobbing  houses  in  central  Pennsylvania,  for  sev- 
eral years  prior  to  his  decease. 

Mr.  Otto  was  born  Oct.  31,  1863,  in  Snyder 
county.  Pa.,  but  he  came  of  a Xorthumberiand 
county  family,  his  great-grandfather  having  come 
to  this  county  from  Berks  county  in  an  early  day, 
and  the  Ottos  have  been  numerously  represented 
here  ever  since.  The  Federal  Census  I’eport  of 
1790  records  Henry  and  George  Otto  as  residents 
of  X'orthumberland  county  then  heads  of  families. 

Conrad-  Otto,  great-grandfather  of  William  H. 

H.  Otto,  was  born  about  1766,  and  was  an  early 
resident  of  Jackson  township,  Xorthumberland 
county,  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Mahanoy  the  great- 
er part  of  his  life.  lie  is  said  to  have  lived  earlier 
at  Trevorton,  this  countv.  He  lived  to  an  ad- 
vanced age,  And  he  and  his  wife,  Barbara  (Seiler) 
(born  March  24,  1769,  died  Jan.  20,  1857),  are 
buried  at  the  Mahanoy  Church  known  as  St. 
Peters.  He  worked  as  a lalx)rer.  Conrad  and 
Barbara  (Seiler)  Otto  had:  A'dam  (born  March 

I,  1808,  died  Feb.  27,  1861),  John  and  Bevvy,  !Mrs. 
Peifer  (she  had  one  daughter,  Betzy,  who  married 
a man  named  IMichael,  and  both  Mrs.  Peifer  and 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Michael,  died  in  Illinois). 

Johan  C.  Otto,  born  Jan.  22,  1770,  died  AYv.  5, 
1854,  and  buried  at  St.  Peter’s  Church,  at  Maha- 
noy, was  undoubtedly  a brother  of  Conrad. 

John  Otto,  son  of  Conrad  and  Barbara  (Seiler) 
Otto,  was  born  in  Berks  county  May  7,  1801.  and 
came  to  Jackson  township,  Xorthumberland 
county,  with  his  father  early  in  the  nineteenth 
century.  He  was  a col)bler  by  trade,  but  in  time 
ga-ve  his  attention  to  farming,  owning  a farm  in 
Jackson  township,  and  he  was  also  engaged  on  the 
construction  of  the  Schuylkill  canal.  He  died 
Aug.  3,  1886,  at  Herndon,  where  he  had  lived 
retired  for  nearly  twenty  years.  John  Otto  was 
twice  married,  his  first  union  being  to  Pebecca 
Groh,  born  Oct.  28,  1810,  who  died  Dec.  20,  1845, 
the  mother  of  the  following  children;  Washing- 


ton; Caroline,  who  married  Gabriel  Adams  and 
now  lives  at  Mandata,  Xorthumberland  county, 
over  seventy  years  old;  Harriet,  who  married  Jo- 
siah  Schaffer  and  lives  at  Hickory  Corners,  this 
county;  Abbie,  deceased,  who  was  the  wife  of  H. 
S.  Byerly;  and  William  C.,  deceased.  By  his  sec- 
ond marriage,  to  Lydia  Leader,  who  was  born 
X'ov.  23,  1807,  and  died  March  12,  1889,  John 
Otto  had  children  as  follows:  Eebecca  married 

Isaiah  Snyder,  of  Millersburg,  Pa.  ; Samuel  died 
at  Verdon,  Xebr.,  April  18,  1907. 

'Washington  Otto,  son  of  John,  was  born  May 
4,  1833,  in  Cameron  township,  Xorthumberland 
c-ounty,  and  died  June  24,  1897,  at  Mahanoy, 
where  he  is  buried,  at  St.  Peter’s  Church.  He 
was  a trustee  of  that  church  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mr.  Otto  was  a plasterer  and  stone  ma- 
son, and  fpllowed  his  trade  in  his  earlier  life, 
later  devoting  himself  to  farming  and  commer- 
cial pursuits.  He  established  the  coal,  bark  and 
lumber  business  at  Otto  station,  on  the  Herndon 
liranch  of  the  Philadelphia  & Beading  railroad, 
Avhich  grew  to  large  and  profitable  proportions 
under  Ids  able  management,  and  liad  a farm  of 
140  acres.  Otto  Station  was  named  after  him. 

On  Aug.  2,  1860,  Washington  Otto  married 
Harriet  Bower,  and  to  them  were  born  twelve  chil- 
dren. We  have  the  following  record  of  the  fam- 
ily: William  H.  H.,  born  Oct.  31,  1863  ; Abra- 

ham L.,  born  April  22,  1865 ; Agnes,  who  is  un- 
married; George  L..  who  died  Jan.  1,  1908,  aged 
forty  years : Mary,  wife  of  E.  S.  Hilbush.  a farmer, 
living  near  Otto  station;  Lydia,  wife  of  D.  P. 
Bussell,  of  Otto  station,  the  engineer  at  the  pump- 
ing station:  John  C.,  born  in  1874,'who  died  Xov. 
3,  1899,  on  his  twenty-fifth  birthday ; Edw.  J., 
born  Feb.  11,  1877:  and  Cora,  wife  of  George  S. 
Wilson,  a resident  of  Barto,  Pa.,  in  the  employ  of 
the  Standard  Oil  Company. 

William  H.  H.  Otto  came  to  Xorthumberland 
county  with  his  parents  when  a boy  and  received 
his  early  education  here  in  the  public  schools,  also 
attending  the  academy  at  Xew  Berlin,  Union  Co., 
Pa.  He  continued  to  work  at  farming  with  his 
father  until  his  twenty-first  year,  in  1883  coming 
to  Shamokin,  where  he  became  a clerk  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Seiler  ik  Zimmerman.  He  remained  in 
that  connection  until  his  death.  By  strict  atten- 
tion to  business,  and  giving  evidence  of  more  than 
average  ability,  he  rose  in  the  confidence  of  his 
eiii])loyers  to  such  an  extent  that  in  1896  he  was 
taken  into  partnership,  the  firm  becoming  Seiler, 
Zimmerman,  Otto  & Co.  The  house  did  a very 
successful  business,  lieing  one  of  the  largest  job- 
bing establishments  in  the  grocery  line  in  central 
Pennsylvania,  and  Air.  Otto  was  considered  a val- 
uable man  throughout  the  period  of  his  relations 
with  tlie  firm.  He  died  in  iMarch.  1902.  at  the 
age  of  thirty-eight  years,  mourned  by  his  busi- 
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iH'jJS  and  ])ci>niial  I'rii'iids.  who  were  nian\'.  as  well 
-a?  by  his  family.  The  firm  is  now  Seiler,  Zimmer- 
man & Seiler. 

Mr.  Otto  vras  a jnember  of  the  Iieformed  Chnreh 
and  took  an  active  part  in  its  work,  serving  his 
rduirch  as  deacon,  as  financial  secretary  of  the 
chnrch  board  and  as  a teacher  in  the  Sunday 
school,  having  a class  of  young  men. 

In  1888  i\ir.  Otto  married  Katie  A.  Glatfelter, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Charlotte  (Arnold)  Glat- 
felter,-of  Juniata  county,  Pa.,  near  Richfield,  who 
had  a family  of  eleven  children,  namely:  Refena, 

Emma,  Henry,  Calvin,  Elizabeth,  Jacob,  Phebe, 
Katie  A.  (^Irs.  Otto),  Ellen,  Daniel  and  Austin. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otto  had  two  children:  C.  Alva, 

born  July  3,  1891.  graduated  from  the  Shamokin 
high  school  with  the  class  of  1909  ; Y aldo,  born 
Sept.  IS,  1893,  is  attending  the  high  school.  The 
family  occupy  the  fine  residence  at  Xo.  133  Xorth 
Eighth  street,  Shamokin,  which  l\[r.  Otto  erected 
in  1891. 

PHILLIPS.  The  Phillips  (Philips)  family  to 
which  Elias  Philips  and  Benjamin  Phillips,  broth- 
ers, and  farmers  in  Jordan  and  Lower  Mahanoy 
townships,  Xorthumberland  county,  respectively, 
belong  is  of  old  Berks  county  stock,  the  progen- 
itors of  the  line  in  this  country  having  settled  in 
that  part  of  Bern  township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  now 
end)raced  in  Center  township,  that  county.  From 
this  locality  came  several  of  the  name  to  Xorth- 
undjerland  county,  settling  in  Mahanoy  township. 
The  brothers  named  trace  their  descent  from  the 
early  Berks  county  settlers  through  two  lines,  ma- 
ternal as  well  as  paternal,  their  mother,  Susanna 
(Phillips),  having  been  a daughter  of  Georg  Phil- 
lips, the  first  of  his  line  to  come  to  this  county. 
He  was  born  in  Berks  county  March  2i,  1774, 
and  died  April  8,  185?.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Fuchs), 
died  Sept.  ?5,  1836,  aged  sixty-one  years,  three 
months,  twenty-.?ix  days.  They  are  buried  at 
Zion’s  (Stone  ATillcy)  Church  in  what  is  now 
Lower  IMahanov  township.  Their  children  were: 
John;  Heinrich  (born  Jan.  9,  1803,  died  Oct. 
?3,  1853);  IMaricha.  who  married  Peter  Brosius : 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Peter  IVitmer;  Catharine 
(born  April  9,  1805,  died  Sept.  30.  1889),  who 
married  Michael  IVitmer  (born  March  ?9,  1804. 
died  Jan.  ,?8,  184?)  : Sally,  who  married  Hein- 
rich Fox;  Christine,  who  died  unmarried:  and 
Susanna,  who  mai'ried  Jacob  Phillips. 

Solomon  Phillips,  the  progenitor  of  the  familv 
in  America,  came  to  this  country  in  the  ship 
‘Thoenix,”  Capt.  John  Mason,  which  arrived  at 
Philadelphia,  Pa..  Aug.  ?8,  1750,  ho  being  the 
only  Phillips  among  the  339  passengers.  He  set- 
tled in  Bern  (now  Center)  township,  where  many 
of  the  name  now  reside,  and  lived  to  advanced 
years,  as  did  his  son  Michael.  He  iTared  a large 
family,  two  of  his  sons  being  Michael  and  Hein- 


rich. iMichaers  ,-on,  John  II..  attained  the  ave 
of  105  years,  and  the  latter's  son  Jacob  lived  to  be 
ninety-two  years  old. 

Heinrich  Phillips  resided  near  Bellemari’s 
Church,  where  he  aiul  his  wife  Esther  (IMogel)  lie 
buried.  They  reared  children  as  follows ; Peter, 
Jacob,  John,  Samuel,  John  Adam,  and  several 
daughters. 

Jacob  Phillips,  father  of  Elias  and  Benjamin 
Phillips,  was  born  in  Berks  county,  and  came  to 
Xorthumberland  county  when  eighteen  years  old. 
He  settled  in  Lower  IMahanoy  township,  where  he 
found  work  among  farmers,  one  of  whom  was 
Georg  Phillips,  whose  daughter  Susanna  he  after- 
ward married.  After  his  marriage  he  commenced 
farming  on  his  own  account  in  Lower  Mahanoy, 
where  he  remained  a number  of  years,  moving 
thence  to  a farm  he  purchased  in  Jordjtn  township, 
the  property  now  owned  by  his  son  Elias.  He 
cultivated  this  place  for  several  years,  later  pur- 
chasing the  George  Phillips  farm  in  Lower  Ma- 
hanoy, to  which  he  moved,  making  his  home  there- 
on until  his  death,  which  occurred  there  April  ?0, 
186?,  when  he  was  fiftv-four  years,  ten  months, 
four  days  old.  So  well  had  he  prospered  by  steady 
industry  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  the 
two  farms  mentioned  and  one  in  Snyder  county, 
and  had  several  thousand  dollars  in  money.  He 
and  his  wife  Susanna,  who  died  Aug.  16,  189?,  at 
the  a|'e  of  eighty-one  years,  eight  rnontlis,  twelve 
davs,  are  buried  at  the  Zion’s  (Stone  Valley) 
Church.  They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  seven  daughters,  viz. : Isaac. 

Elias,  Benjamin.  John,  William,  George.  Jacob, 
Sarah  (who  died  IMay  15,  1895,  aged  fiftv-eiglit 
years,  nine  months,  six  days,  married  Y’illiam 
Schaffer,  who  died  IMay  6.  1895,  aged  fifty-nine 
years,  one  month,  twenty-four  days),  Ann  (mar- 
ried Samuel  Spofts),  Catharine  (married  Isaac 
Spotts,  brother  of  Samuel,  who  married  her  sis- 
ter), IMalinda  (married  Isaac  Trego).  Susanna 
(married  Emanuel  Boyer),  Lizzie  (married  Frank 
Dreibelbis)  and  Emma  J.  (died  young). 

Elias  Philips  was  born  Oct.  30.  183?,  in  the 
western  part  of  Berks  countv,  and  was  about  two 
years  old  when  his  parents  returned  to  Xorthum- 
berland county.  When  a young  child  he  went  to 
live  with  his  maternal  grandfather,  Georg  Phil- 
lips, who  owned  a large  farm  im  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna  river  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township. 
He  remained  in  his  grandfather’s  household  until 
about  eighteen  years  old,  when  he  returned  to  his 
father,  who  was  then  on  the  farm  which  he  him- 
self now  owns  and  occupies,  Elias  Philips  having 
come  into  possession  of  it  upon  his  father's  death. 
This  place,  which  is  one  mile  west  of  Hrban.  in 
Jordan  township,  contains  16?  acres  of  the  very 
best  land  in  the  locality,  and  is  nearly  level;  l\Ir. 
Philips  has  large  fields,  on  one  of  which,  com- 
prising thirty-eight  acres,  he  raise<l  over  eleven 


..d 


mi 


' ' ' ^ J^'’  ■■■/:M^”lif'S'  , 

'*’!'*  ,vM  WMv  .tjji'J  «dvi! 


■ S:>f^ 


C;«j(llVt  jO'  .iH ' '■;)' v® 


,v>i'/f  iHvmfW  ^ n»ij6^tf;ivii^V.f  '“  ' '■'' ' * ‘ • ■“  ■'  ■ ■ - - 


ti4'Pir'i>  -fift',  .ulfeij/Si,  ti,^};'l>  J'^IjNffW^ 


uuiifti>iu(t  \m-  •.ftO'^T'  1'i,/-7'*'((|tn% 

I 


jUi  'j'jibuirf  H i4~ 

. , .iww  anmiT  lo  3ini7B^^ 


4?iq  T'if-M)  ,v;fiw'{  ,s^ 

■uW  i-.y<(j)i][  .ill  W**'* 


-•'■(■'•)’?  ftfr; 
.0§  nriil 


';Q4f  >{f?  •^ui5lji!;^>t' ' 'fS^.'-  '^’.  ■ '. 
i Vrllfigi)'  «tI  Uinu  .(vji 


'nlL  .floifiw 

Hi'  = .•■.,■■■  ■'  '■'-■ ' -IGSinr^ri 


'Ait/’  a^r  $»if^  ,.;ii',>|,"  *' 

l+ifWt^Th  4«4f/rtjA*'Jr  ,/>k  I0t\  ,'^1.1  jrt^  fl.Vi  in/JvA'  AiVf'-tts  I A Ti  f /•  j *«■«,<>  A*  '*..J«o4  ^ y-  ’ ■ ’ - . y - -'■»-'/>-•-*  -.  , '‘;^i.''i‘‘ 


r>vk7ri^ :;f ' ph0  -ri  taisi If,  Kf If , ’ , ,fJ|f (»  ;)  fi#  • /|,Alsi P!l  ^ 

a^a'f>(iS  '0fll  IK  ^^^liTf!!^  ‘^vf  f.>)  *«ftin  fjfwb '{^ 


-nii'j  n->-biji'^  f v>  ath^nlfi 


!:f,j-.J  V xk' (I Ai'^i>-'>y^.  full.  i;rekg  wid(  f«fi3  if^oj!«l>  ‘£k>i{J 


_ wi  il)i^(/<n(!i  fH,oti^  v)ap^i!)>.  dicji,  vitiwf 
,1‘^djpm  iwHi  as 



yftli  Jyoiii  Dfkff  ,;i^TLr5fh)^  *^Mawa  ,61 

■ '■  K>iAt  \l  Lt  J*. -..A- ...'  ,•'.  r ■ •’  ' \'f 


-ni<r.  raj  >7:im  ^vn:  atn  f/  Mi  70x?jiv<;tr 

■,|US1T  ^r.iirjTfffl)  VlSjyJ  >3'  flf  lt«l 


ifo^'  »i  d^(Jtr 

■j^!im'/  f>*)ifV)i  .1.  nuirriST'  frfiB  ffinBIhfo  liofflt 

'?.;,?  fii  -AG,  .'<f'>0>jwi^f  (SS  ’ "" 


hr  fti  «Aw'{Q'  ('tJiUj^f  OP 038) 

r*  ' • " 


-•Pii!./{l'I'if>K  <CI3« 


,. 


■gtlliiiM  ff.vsfit.  ''(^V'  dinmuB-rrfi 


<A  fiontytou  sri  wP'Jr  ,Mp  aiflw  '^Afeki  |yfKl?»  poxiioipSkw ' 


nsi’/yfa  •js>y«  '■ 


Wfei!lL^0. 

OkiX>  .ofxWJl,  VhIa;  io 

_ ' r^mM  :j  ■ 11 

„ *^‘  ,;4  -lit  • ,'  ii,  ' .'1'  ‘ 

■H^HRUins  ' , '1  iCsniliiMpr',  ''  ■■  ’ 


XOUTrir^rBEHLAXD  COUXTY,  PEXXSYLVAXIA 


8!)G 


liundml  Inislit'E  of  v.li-al  ali.  iu  1!)00.  'Flic*  ]ilaeo 
was  originally  settled  by  members  of  the  Lesher 
familv;  and  the  barn  still  standing  was  erected 
by  Jacob  Lesher.  The  old  house  M'as  burned  Feb. 
28,  1908,  having  taken  fire  ai>out  2 o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  the  family  escaped  narrowly.  The 
present  dwelling  was  put  up  liy  Mr.  Philips  the 
same  year.  Tie  is  a man  respected  for  the  useful 
and  industrious  life  he  has  led,  useful  to  others  a.-^ 
well  as  in  promoting  his  own  affairs.  He  served 
his  township  as  supervisor  and  was  a school  di- 
rector when  the  free  school  system  was -established 
in  this  region  and  the  sclioolhouses  were  imilt, 
during  the  late  si.xties.  In  religious  matters  he 
and  his  family  are  Lutherans,  belonging  to  Sr. 
Paul’s  Church  at  Urban,  which  ^fr.  I’hilips  served 
many  years  in  official  capacities,  being  deacon, 
elder  and  trustee,  giving  up  these  duties  only  when 
advancing  age  made  it  advisable.  lie  is  a Dem- 
ocrat in  political  opinion. 

On  Aug.  21.),  ISof.  ^Ir.  Pliilijts  married  Kate 
Krissinger,  daughter  of  John  and  Esther  (Bush) 
Krissinger,  and  they  had  children  as  follows: 
Sarah  (married  Wilson  SchadeT).  Lewis,  Kate 
(married  Pudoljdi  Schlegel),  Oeorge  J.,  Jane 
(married  Isaac  i^Iiehael),  Elias  K.,  John,  Susanna 
(married  Aaron  Updegraft ) and  Agnes  (married 
John  Strohecker  and  a IMr.  Troxler).  IMrs.  Phil- 
ips died  June  5,  1881),  aged  fifty-two  yea(^.  ten 
months,  two  days.  w 

JIlias  K.  Piitr.ip.s,  son  of  Elias,  was  liorn  Oct. 
19,  1862,  .on  his  father's  farm,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life,  working  for  his  fafher  umil  he  be- 
came of  age.  In  tlie  spring  of  1890  he  I)egan 
farming  on  his  father's  pro})erty,  which  is  consid- 
ered the  finest  place  in  the  Stone  Valley,  continu- 
ing there  for  a period  of  six  years,  four  years  in 
partnership  with  his  lirother  George  and  two  years 
alone.  In  the  spring  of  1896  he  came  to  his  pres- 
ent, place  in  the  Stone  Valley,  in  Jordan  township, 
comprising  seventy-h've  acres  which  formerly  be- 
longed to  William  Shaffer  and  earlier  to  the  Lesh- 
er family.  It  is  limestone  soil  and  in  excellent 
condition,  i\Ir.  Philips  having  made  numerous  im- 
provements during^  his  ownership,  repairing  and 
adding  to  the  buildings,  putting  into  practice  the 
most  approved  ideas  on  modern  agriculture,  and  in 
various  ways  adding  materially  to  the  value  of  the 
property.  Close  by  he  owns  another  tract,  con- 
taining thirty-nine  acres  a little  south  of  his  home 
place,  and  there  is  a set  of  buildings  on  that  prop- 
erty also.  He  is  known  as  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising men  in  his  district  and  well  deserves  the 
reputation.  He  is  at  present  serving  as  super- 
visor of  Jordan  township,  and  has  also  held  the 
offices  of  tax  collector  and  school  director.  He  is 
an  active  Democrat,  taking  considerable  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  party.  The  Lutheran  Church 
at  Urban,  with  which  the  Philli])s  family  has  been 
identified  for  -everal  generations,  also  claims  him 


and  his  family  among  the  working  members,  and 
he  is  at  present  acting  as  ciuuch  treasurer  and  as- 
a member  of  the  cemetery  committee.  He  has  been 
deacon,  elder  and  trustee  of  that  congregation. 

On  May  10,  1888,  Mr.  Philips  married  Sarah 
dane'Geise,  daughter  of  the  late  Daniel  and  Fro- 
enica  (Trautman)  Geise,  also  of  Jordan,  and  ter 
them  have  been  born  three  children,  Charles  Jay. 
Edwin  and  Katie  Jemima. 

Gnoitut:  J.  Phillh’S,  son  of  Elias,  was  born  on 
his  father’s  farm  in  Jordan  township  March  1(>. 
1867.  He  was  reared  to  farming,  working  for 
his  father  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
tliree.  when  he  commenced  agricultural  pursuits  on 
his  own  account  on  the  homestead.  He  was  in 
partnershi])  there  with  his  brother  Elias  four 
years,  li\ed  elsewhere  for  two  years,  and  then,  re- 
turning to  the  home  place,  farmed  it  alone  for 
three  years'.  During  the  two  years  mentioned  he 
was  on  the  Wert  farm  in  the  same  valley.  For  five 
years  he  lived  in  Toad  Valley,  on  the  farm  of  his 
father-in-law,  Jacob  iMichael,  coming  to  his  pres- 
ent place,  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  along  the 
Susquehanna,  in  the  spring  of  IbOJ.  having  pur- 
chased it  the  previous  fall.  It  was  formerly  the- 
George  Seiler  homestead,  and  compri.ses  140  acres 
of  fertile  land,  being  one  of  the  extra  good  farms 
in  the  region.  There  are  good  buildings  on  the- 
place,  the  best  in  this  section,  and  the  large  barn 
is  comparatively  new,  having  been  Imilt  in  1900 
by  Aris  hSeiler,  son  of  George.  "Mr.  Phillips  has 
modern  machinery  and  has  prosi)ered  by  up-to- 
date  methods  combined  with  industry  and  good 
management.  He  keeps  liis  place  up  to  the  mark 
all  the  time,  and  though  his  buildings  and  equip- 
ment are  first-class  it  is  his  thrift  and  intelligent 
use  of  his  resources  which  de.serve  s])ccial  mention. 
The  water  supply  on  the  place  is  unusually  good, 
and  most  conveniently  arranged,  the  barn  men- 
t’oned  lieing  particularly  well  favored  in  this  re- 
s})0ct.  It  has  other  sanitary  arrangements,  ce- 
mented stables,  entries,  etc.,  which  commend  them- 
selves to  the  modern  farmer.  It  is  considered  one- 
of  the  model  barns  of  Xorthundierland  county. 

On  Jan.  18.  1890,  Air.  Phillips  was  married  to- 
Mary  iMichael,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Catharine 
(Boi)b)  Michael,  and  five  children  have  been  born 
to  tins  union,  namely:  Harry  E..  IMay  K.,  Pay 

G..  Lee  J.  and  William  P. 

Mr.  Phillips  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Stone  \"alley  Church  (Zion's),  he  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  congi'cgation.  and  IMrs.  Phil- 
li{)S  belonging  to  the  Reformed  congregation.  He 
has  held  the  otfice  of  deacon.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  i)olitics.  and  is  at  present  holding  the  office  of 
School  director  of  Lower  .Vugusta  township. 

Isaac  Phillips,  son  of  Jacob,  began  farming  in 
partnership  with  his  brother  Elias,  of  Joi’dan  town- 
shi]),  on  the  farm  wdiere  the  latter  still  lives.  Aft- 
er a numl)cr  of  years’  resilience  there  he  moved  t(v 
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tlic  farm  of  bis  graiulfather,  George  Pliillips.  in 
Lower  Mahanuy  township,  remaining  at  tliat  place 
for  over  twenh'  years,  lie  was  then  a tenant  for 
one  year  in  the  same  township,  and  thence  removed 
to  Juniata  county.  Pa.,  where  he  owned  a thirty- 
acre  farm  upon  which  lie  lived  until  about  six 
months  before  his  death.  He  died  near  Dalmatia 
Oct.  28,  190'3,  aged  seventymne  years,  tliree 
months,  eleven  days,  at  the  home  of  his  son  Isaac 
F.  Phillips.  He  is  buried  at  Stone  A'alley  (Zion's) 
Church,  and  was  a meml)er  and  officer  of  the  Luth- 
eran congregation  of  that  church,  to  which  his 
family  also  belonged,  his  wife,  however,  being  a 
member  of  the  Peformed  congregation  there.  In 
politics  he  was  a Pepublican,  and  he  served  many 
years  in  the  office  of  supervisor  in  his  township. 
His  wife,  Catharine  (Freymoyer),  daughter  of 
Jacob  Freymoyer  (whose  wife's  maiden  name  was 
Klock),  is  also  buried  at  the  Stone  A'alley  Church. 
They  had  children  as  follows:  Emma.  Mrs.  Dan- 
iel Tyson;  Lizzie,  Mrs.  X^ewton  Schaffer;  Jacol): 
John  F. ; Isaac  F. ; Senera ; and  AVilliam,  Eman- 
uel and  George,  all  of  whom  died  young. 

Jacob  Phillips,  a prosperous  farmer  of  Lower 
Mahanoy  township,  was  born  Oct.  -5,  1861.  in  Jor- 
dan township,  and  was  less  than  a year  old  when 
his  parents  moved  to  Lower  Mahanov  township. 
He  wa  s reared  to  farming,  which  he  began  on  his 
own  account  in  1892  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
the  township,  being  a tenant  on  the  Charles  Ko])- 
penhaver  farm  for  four  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1896  he  moved  to  the  farm  whereon  he  has  since 
resided,  a tract  of  106  acres,  fertile  land,  nicely 
located  and  well  watered,  which  under  his  care 
has  been  maintained  in  a fine  state  of  cultivation. 
It  is  between  Stone  AMlley  Church  and  Union- 
town  (Pillow),  and  was  formerly  the  homestead 
of  Christophel  Witnier.  It  has  been  in  the  AYitm'^t 
name  for  considerably  over  one  hundred  years, 
and  is  at  present  owned  by  Hon.  Charles  B.  AVit- 
mer  in  partnership  with  Air.  Phillips.  Since  1880 
Air.  Phillips  has  been  engaged  in  threshing,  in 
which  line  he  is  the  leading  man  in  his  section, 
threshing  as  much  as  twenty  thousand  bushels  of 
grain  in  a season.  He  has  a fine  Peerless  outfit, 
and  is  prepared  to  do  anything  in  that  line  tlv:t 
comes  his  tvay.  He  has  been  a school  director  of 
Lower  Alahanoy  township  since  1903. 

Air.  Phillips  tnarried  Alaggie  AVitiner,  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Susanna  (Bubb)  AA'itmer.  and  a sis- 
ter of  Hon.  C.  B.  AYitmer,  one  of  the  foremost 
citizens  of  X’orthumberland  county.  Eight  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  this  union,  namely:  An- 

nie, Harry,  Fred,  Alice,  Alolly,  Clarence,  Alilton 
and  Alinerva.  Air.  Phillips  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Stone  AYdlev  Church,  and  he 
served  some  years  as  deacon.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican. 

BENM-V^rtK  Pitir.i.TPs,  son  of  Jacob  and  brother 
of  Elias,  was  born  Alarch  23,  1838,  in  Lower  Ala- 
57 


89'f 

banoy  township,  where  he  was  reared  to  farm  life. 
He  began  fanning  on  his  own  account  in  l8o8, 
on  one  of  his  fatlu>r's  properties  near  his  present 
place,  and  remained  there  one  year.  Then,  in 
jiartnership  with  his  brother  Elias,  he  purchased 
the  farm  in  Jordan  township  where  the  latter  now 
lives,  and  they  were  together  on  that  place  for  three 
years,  at  the  end  of  whieh  time  Elias  Philips 
l)ought  the  property,  Benjamin  Phillips  coming  to 
his  present  place  in  the  Stone  Valley.  This  was 
the  old  home  of  Isaac  Dreibelbis.  who  came  from 
Berks  county  and  Avho  in  his  day  Avas  one  of  the 
characters  of  this  region,  the  older  settlers  still 
recalling  many  pleasant  memories  of  ‘^Essack's 
Schlissel.”  He  operated  a tannery  on  the  place, 
and  the  old  foundation  is  still  standing.  Air.  Piiil- 
lips  has  110  acres  of  the  finest  land  in  the  town- 
ship Avell  located  and  under  a fine  state  of  culti- 
vation, the  oAvner  pos.«essing  the  thrifty  and  in- 
dustrious habits  ami  faculty  for  good  management 
characteristic  of  his  family.  He  built  the  ]>resent 
barn  in  1895,  part  of  the  house  in  1894,  the  old 
part  being  remodeled. 

On  Dec.  11,  1859,  Air.  Phillips  married  Harriet 
Rothermel,  daughter  of  Charles  Rothermel  and 
granddaughter  of  Abraham  Rothermel.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Phillips  celebrated  the  golden  anniversary  of 
their  AA-edding  Dec.  11,  1909,  amid  a large  con- 
course of  relatives  and  friends  Avho  came  to  do  them 
honor  and  to  wish  them  many  more  years  of  hap- 
piness and  prosperitv.  Eleven  children  blessed 
their  union:  Sevilla  married  James  Ferster; 

Chilion  is  a farmer  in  Lower  Alahanoy  toAvnship; 
Frank  died  in  his  tAventy-seventh  year  (he  Avas 
married)  ; Charles  lives  in  Lykens  Valley,  in 
Daupliin  county:  George  AY.  died  young;  Lizzie 
married  John  A.  Spotts : X"ettie  married  derc 
Radel,  of  Dalmatia  ; Elias  lives  on  and  farms  the 
homestead : Isaac  is  a I’esident  of  Lykens  A''alley ; 
Katie  married  Conway  Bohner ; James  died  young. 
Air.  Phillips  and  his  family  are  Lutheran  mem- 
bers of  Zion's  (Stone  A’alley)  Church,  in  Avhich 
he  Avas  an  active  Avorker  for  many  years,  serving 
as  deacon,  elder  and  trustee.  He  is  a Democrat 
in  politics. 

Cirir.iox  Phillips,  son  of  Benjamin,  Avas  born 
Sept.  2,  1861,  on  one  of  the  Jacob  Phillips  farms, 
and  he  has  been  interested  in  faini  Avork  all  his  life. 
He  Avorked  for  ids  parents  until  he  reached  his 
majority,  after  Avhicli,  for  eleven  years,  he  folloAA'eil 
threshing,  during  tlie  latter  part  of  this  period 
also  engaging  in  farming  in  Lower  Alahanoy  toAvn- 
ship.  Since  1893  he  has  deA'oted  his  energies  ex- 
clusively to  farming.  During  the  eighties  he  ]mr- 
ebased  the  farm  near  Hickory  Corners,  in  the 
Stone  AYalley,  Avhere  1k‘  uoav  lives,  one  of  the  John 
Kiebel  homesteads.  Avliich  consists  of  fiftv-uine 
acres  of  the  most  fertile  land  in  thi<  productive 
b(>lt.  Air.  PhillijAs  ]>ut  up  his  present  barn  in 
1902  and  his  other  Imilding'S  in  1904.  Hi'  i-  a 
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Ru'ostantial  and  fanner,  belicvinc;  ni 

both  up-to-date  methods  and  old-fashioned  indus- 
try, a combination  which,  in  the  results  he  has 
obtained,  speaks  for  itself.  He  is  a Democrat, 
and  has  served  one  term  as  school  director.  He 
and  his  family  are  Lutheran  members  of  the  Zi- 
on’s Union  Church  of  Stone  Valley,  and  he  has 
served  as  deacon. 

In  March,  1881,  Mr.  Phillips  married  .Sarah  B. 
Ferster,  daughter  of  Da\id  and  Judith  (Brosius) 
Ferster  and  granddaughter  of  f’eter  Ferster.  They 
have  had  three  children : Katie,  wife  of  David 

Lenker,  a school  teacher  and  farmer;  Gertie,  who 
died  aged  nine  years ; and  Charles  B. 

William  Piiillii’s.  son  of  Jacob  and  brother 
of  Elias  and  Benjamin,  was  born  Oct.  17,  ISll, 
on  his  father’s  farm,  and  received  his  education  in 
the  old-fashioned  pay  schools  which  were  Hie  rule 
during  his  boyhood.  Tlie  instruction  was  in  Ger- 
man, and  the  terms  were  only  a few  months'  long, 
so  that  the  advantages  they-  afforded  were  none  too 
liberal.  Working  for  his  jiarents  until  he  was  of 
age,  Mr.  Phillips  has  since  followed  farming  on  his 
own  account  and  has  also  engaged  extensively  in 
lime  burning,  owning  a limestone  ridge.  Ilis  an- 
nual output  is  about  fifteen  thousand  bushels,  and 
one  year  he  burned  twenty-four  thousand,  five 
hundred  bushels  for  his  brother  Elias.  His  farm 
consists  of  twenty-five  acres  in  Jordan  township 
about  one  mile  west  of  Urban. 

.In  1866  Mr.  Phillips  married  Elizabeth  Xace, 
daughter -of  Daniel  and  Magd.  (Hartranft)  Xace. 
and  six  children  have  been  born  to  this  union. 
IMintie  A.  married  John  Byerly ; IMaggie  married 
Ira  Held:  Cora  married  John  Thomas;  Clara 
married  Henry  Snyder;  Alice  married  George 
Baum : Thomson  died  aged  fifteen  years.  Mr. 
Phillips  and  his  family  are  members  of  St.  John’s 
Church  at  Urban,  in  which  he  has  served  as  deacon, 
elder  and  trustee.  He  is  a Democrat  in  political 
connection,  and  has  acted  as  school  director  and  in 
various  other  local  offices. 

THOMAS  J.  COATES,  of  Shamokin,  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  T.  J.  Coates  & Bro.,  who  do  a 
large  business  as  contractors,  can  point  to  many 
evidences  of  his  skill  and  executive  ability  in  the 
number  of  public  buildings  which  liave  been  erect- 
ed under  his  supervision  during  his  career  in  this 
line.  Eleven  schooibouscs  in  Coal  townshiji  alone 
are  the  Avork  of  this  firm.  Avhich  receives  a gener- 
ous share  of  the  patronage  in  Xorthumberland 
county  in  its  particular  branches  of  work. 

^Ir.  Coates  was  born  at  Trevorton,  X^orthum- 
berland  county,  Juno  3.  1866,  son  of  Thomas 
Coates,  a native  of  Couniy  Galway,  Ireland,  Avho 
came  to  America  in  young  manhood.  His  first 
location  was  in  Xew  York  City,  Avhence  he  went 
to  Xew  Jersey,  there  following  the  business  of 
gardener.  At  iMatteawan,  X.  J.,  he  married  Katie 


Donald,  who  was  born  in  Queen's  County,  Ireland, 
and  with  Avlioin  he  came  to  Schuylkill  county,  Pa., 
before  the  Civil  war,  sul)sequently  moving  to  Trev- 
orton. ]\[r.  Coates  was  killed  in  the  mines  in  De- 
cember, 1868.  He  is  buried  at  Trevorton.  There 
were  five  children  in  his  family:  John  M.,  Eliz- 

abeth, Katie,  T'homas  J.  and  Margaret. 

Thomas  J.  Coates  attended  school  at  Trevorton 
and  was  only  a boy  Avhen  he  began  picking  slate 
at  the  breaker.  He  Avas  emploAcd  in  the  mines 
about  t\A*eIve  yeai’s  before  he  Avent  to  learn  the 
trade  of  cabinet-maker,  at  Trevorton.  Eater  he 
took  up  carpentry,  and  in  1863  he  engaged  in 
business  as  a contractor  at  Shamokin,  becoming  as- 
sociated in  that  line  Avitli  his  brother  Jolin  M.. 
under  the  name  of  T.  J.  Coates  & Bro.  They  have 
had  a profitable  business  from  the  beginning,  and 
some  ideUf  of  the  magnitude  of  their  operations, 
'and  of  tlie  class  of  Avork  intrusted  to  them,  may  be 
gained  from  the  statement  that  they  have  had  the 
contracts  for  the  folloAving  school  buildings  in 
Coal  toAvnship;  Washington,  at  Springfiehl;  StcA'- 
ens,  at  Bear  Talley:  Webster,  at  Hickoiy  IJidge: 
I’enn,  at  BoydtoAAUi : Lincoln,  at  Johnson  City; 
Schaeffer,  at  UniontoAvn:  Lafayette,  at  FairvicAV ; 
Longfellow,  at  Hickory  Swamp:  Whitney,  at  Ex- 
celsior : iMcKinley,  at  EdgcAvood : and  St.  Ed- 
Avard’s,  at  Shamokin.  Among  other  important 
contracts  Avhich  they  have-  filled  are  those  for  St. 
Patrick’s  church  and  parsonage  at  Trevorton : for 
the  Shamokin  and  Coal  toAvnship  almshouse:  the 
first  residences  at  EdgcAvood,  and  the  first  resi- 
dences at  Johnson  City.  The  partners  are  both 
men  of  high  business  and  personal  standards,  and 
they  deserve  the  prosperity  Avhich  has  rewarded 
their  enterprise. 

l\Ir.  Coates  married  Annie  V.  Coulston,  daugh- 
ter of  William  J.  Coulston.  and  six  children  have 
been  born  to  them  : John  William,  Thomas,  An- 
nie, John,  James  and  Catherine  (avIio  died  in  in- 
fancy). iMr.  Coates  is  a member  of  St.  Edward’s 
Church  and  of  the  Holy  Xame  Society. 

William  J.  Coulston,  iMrs.  Coates’s  father,  aaKo 
lives  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coates,  Avas  born  in  Eng- 
land IMay  15,  IS'25,  and  came  to  America  in  1846 
on  a sailing  vessel  Avith  "280  other  passengers.  He 
landed  at  Xew  AYrk  Citw.  Coming  to  Shamokin 
in  1866,  he  has  since  made  his  home  there,  being 
noAv  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of  the  borough.  For 
several  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  late 
'riiomas  Baumgardner,  at  the  mines.  He  is  an  in- 
telligent man,  and  aamII  informed.  By  his  first- 
Avife,  Catherine  Cocklin.  Mr.  Coulston  had  children 
as  folloAvs:  Himes,  Thomas.  John,  Jose]>h.  Thom- 
as (‘2).  Elizabeth.  Susanna.  Margaret,  James  and 
iMartin  II.  By  his  second  union,  Avitb  Bridget 
Fenan,  he  had  three  children:  Annie  T.  (Mrs. 

Coates),  William  (A\dio  is  deceased)  and  Wil- 
liam A. 

John'  Co.vtks,  brother  and  business  partner 
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of  'I'liojiuis  J.  Contes,  was  born  in  18-38  in  Xcw 
Jersey.  He  followed  mining  until  he  engaged  in 
business  rvitlr  his  brother.  Mr.  Coates  has  been 
a 'well  known  figure  in  public  life  in  this  county 
for  a number  of  years,  having  been  elected  jury 
commissioner  of  the  e<mnty  in  190?  and  reelected 
in  1900,  and  he  has  also  served  as  assistant  assess- 
or of  Coal  townhip.  H('  is  a Democrat  in  political 
sentiment,  lie  is  a prominent  member  of  St. 
Edward’s  Church  and  of  the  Knights  of  St.  Ed- 
ward, of  which  organization  he  was  the  first  audit- 
or, still  holding  this  office ; he  is  also  a meml)er 
of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  secretary  of  his 
lodge.  ' 

TIETliTCIT.  Johann  I’hilip  Iletrich,  the  an- 
cestor of  a large  family  of  this  name  in  lower 
Xorthumberland  county,  was  a farmer  in  Wash- 
ington township,  owning  what  is  now  the  farm 
property  of  Henry  Kobel.  He  was  born  July 
21,  1T83,  and  died  IMarcli  1,  18-5-3.  His  wife,  Cath- 
arine (Iveitz),  horn  Oct.  21.  1786,  died  -June  25, 
1851,  and  both  were  members  of  the  Himmel 
Church  in  that  township,  at  which  church  they 
are  buried.  Their  children  were;  John,  Mich- 
ael, Jacob,  Xicbolas,  Samuel,  Sallie  (married  Sam- 
uel Bobb),  Mrs.  Henry  Hotfman  and  Mrs.  Peter 
Eeitz. 

John  Hetrich,  son  of  Johann  Philip  and  Cath- 
arine (Eeitz)  Hetrich,  was  born  Feb.  15,  1805, 
and  was  a farmer  on  the  place  now  occupied  by 
liis  grandson  Charles  B.  Hetrich.  He  married 
Catharine  Snyder  (Schneider),  who  was  born  Dec. 
15,  1809,  and  died  Ang.  18,  1866.  Mr.  Hetrich 
died  June  22,  1871.  They  are  buried  at  Ilimmel's 
Churchi,  of  which  they  were  Lutheran  members. 
Their  children  were  as  follows;  William,  Elias, 
John  S.,  Daniel,  Samuel,  Peter  and  Sarah  (mar- 
ried John  Hoffman). 

JoHX  S.  IlETRicir,  son  of  John, 'was  born  Dec. 
1,  1830,  on  the  old  Hetrich  homestead  now  owned 
by  his  son  Charles  P>.  He  was  a lifelong  farmer 
and  made  his  home  at  the  old  place.  His  activity 
in  local  affairs  made  him  quite  well  known,  as  he 
served  six  years  in  the  office  of  overseer  of  the  poem 
and  was  also  auditor  of  his  township.  Politically 
he  was  a Democrat.  In  religion  he  was  a Lutheran 
and  served  as  deacon  and  trustee  of  the  church. 
He  died  July  21,  190-1.  In  1851  l\Ir.  Hetrich  mar- 
ried Eve  Brosiiis,  who  was  born  June  2,  183 J, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Katie  (Gonsor)  Brosius, 
and  granddaughter  of  Peter  and  Grace  (Heplcri 
Brosius.  She  is  a well  i)reserved  woman,  though 
in  her  seventy-seventh  year,  and  continues  to  re- 
side on  the  old  homo  place  with  her  son  Charles. 
]\Ir.  and  Dlrs.  Hotricli  oelehratcd  tlie  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  their  marriage  IMarch  12,  1901,  a few 
montlis  lu'fore  liis  decease.  Tliey  had  tlie  follow- 
ing'family;  iMary  E..  who  died  in  1909.  married 
Jerre  Snyder  ami  lived  at  Waverly,  Xebr.  (they 


had  ten  cluidren)  : Frank  died  young;  Emma  -I. 
married  E.  B.  Latslia  and  they  live  at  Caiawissa, 
Pa.;  Ella  C.  died  young;  Charles  B.  carries  on  the 
old  farm. 

Chaui.es  B.  HE'ri;ie  ii,  son  of  John  S.  Hetrich, 
was  born  -Inly  1,  1869,  at  his  present  liome  in 
Washington  town>hip,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality.  He  was  reared 
to  farming  and  for  eighteen  years  followed  the  bus- 
iness of  huckster.  g"ing  to  the  leading  citie.s  m 
the  coal  mining  distriets.  In  1901  he  began  farm- 
ing on  his  own  account  on  the  old  Hetrich  home- 
steael,  which  comprises  110  acres  on  the  road  lic- 
tween  Eebuok  and  Greenbrier.  Part  of  the  house 
is  one  of  the  old  structures  in  the  neighboiiiood, 
a landmark  of  the  community. 

On  -Tan.  1,  1888,  iMr.  Hetrich  married  Katie 
E..  Keiffer,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Sarah 
(Kehres)  Keiffer.  and  they  have  had  four  chil- 
dren; -Tohn  0.,  Irin  E.,  Sarah  P.  and  IMary  D. 
John  0.  Hetrich  is  a graduate  of  the  Keystone 
State  Xormal  School,  at  Kutztown,  Pa.,  class  of 
1909,  and  is  engagmd  in  teaching  in  Washington 
township.  Mr.  Hetrich  and  his  family  are  Luth- 
eran members  of  Ilimmel’s  Church,  which  he  is 
serving  as  deacon  at  present.  He  is  a Democrat 
on  political  questions. 


Xicbolas  Iletrich,  son  of  Johann  Philip,  was 
Ijorn  -Tune  1,  1829,  and  died  -Tan.  21,  1861.  He 
is  buried  at  Ilimmel’s  Church.  His  home  was  in 
Washington  townsliip,  and  he  was  a wool  carder 
and  weaver  by  occupation.  To  him  and  his  wife 
Harriet  (Schlegel)  were  born  children  as  follows; 
William,  Bonneville  S..  Edward.  Seville  (married 
Samuel  Smith)  aud  Emma  (married  Hiram  Ea- 
del  and  Isaac  Campbell). 

Bexxeville  S.  Hetrich,  son  of  Xicbolas,  was 
born  July  21,  1855,  in  'Washington  townsliip,  and 
was  there  reared,  being  trained  to  farm  life  from 
boyhood.  In  the  spring  of  1899  he  began  fanning 
on  the  place  in  Jackson  township  where  he  has 
since  resided,  which  consists  of  eighty  acres  of 
good  land.  It  was  formerly  the  Xicbolas  Drnin- 
heller  farm,  and  the  liouse  on  the  property  is  an 
old  one,  ’having  sheltered  th.e  pioneer  for  many 
years.  One  part  is  built  of  logs.  Mr.  Hetrich  has 
made  a success  of  his  agricultural  operations.  He 
is  also  an  experienced  tradesman,  having  learned 
weaving  and  shoentaking,  wliich  he  followed  for 
a number  of  years  before  deciding  to  give  all  his 
time  to  farming.  He  is  active  in  local  politics, 
being  a stanch  member  of  the  Democratic  party. 

On  Deo.  25.  1SS3,  iMr.  Hetrich  married  Mary 
Ann  Seiler,  daughter  of  Jacob  Seiler.  She  died 
April  21.  1911.  They  had  two  daughters;  Lizzie 
married  Herbert  IT.  Hilbush  and  went  to  live  at 
Sunbiiry,  this  county,  where  she  died  Oct.  5.  1909, 
aged  twenty-three  years,  eight  months,  eight  days, 
leaving  her  lmsl)and  with  one  son  and  one  daugh- 
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ter,  Mary  Elizabetli  ami  IleLiry  B. ; Mabel  married 
George  E.  Bebuck,  who  is  farming  the  homestead 
(he  is  a member  of  Lafayette  Lodge,  XTo.  191, 
F.  & A.  M.).'  iMr.  lletrich  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  at  St.  Pet- 
er's (Mahanoy)  Cliiirch,  whicli  he  has  served  as 
deacon,  elder  and  trustee  : he  is  in  office  at  present. 


Seii.ei?.  The  ancestor  of  the  Seiler  family  in 
this  region  was  John  Jacob  Seiler,  born  IMay  22, 
1780,  died  March  1?,  1866.  In  his  earlier  man- 
hood he  was  a miller  in  .Jordan  township,  Xorth- 
uml)erland  couniy,  later  settling  in  Jackson  town- 
ship, where  he  lived  on  the  tract  now  owned  by 
E.  J.  Otto.  He  also  owned  the  farm  in  Jackson 
township  which  was  afterward  the  property  of  his 
son  IVilliam  and  is  now  owned  by  the  latter's  son 
Jacob,  and  was  a prosperous  man  in  all  his  under- 
takings. lie  married  Elizabeth  Heintzleman,  and 
they  had  a family  of  ten  children:  Isaac,  .Jacob, 
Daniel,  .John,  Elias  (born  July  5,  1818,  died  iJug. 
6,  1872;  wife  Sarali,  born  April  9,  1822,  died 
Aug. '27,  1900),  George,  Peter,  Katie  (married 
Daniel  Zartman),  Sallie  (married  Jacob  Wagner) 
and  Polly  (married  .John  Zartman). 

Jacob  Seiler,  son  of  John  .Jacob,  was  born  Sept. 
22,  1801,  in  Lower  IMahanoy  township,  and  be- 
came a farmer,  living  on  the  old  Seiler  homestead 
in  Jackson  township.  He  died  Xov.  11,  1871,  and 
is  buried  at  St.  Peter's  Church.  His  wife.  Eliza- 
beth (Ebright).  was  born  Feb.  17,  1811,  in  .Lower 
Augusta  township,  ami  died  Dec.  8,  1900.  They 
had  children  as  follows:  (1)  Pebecca  married  Dan- 
iel Wirt,  by  whom  she  had  two  children,  .John 
(who  is  an  undertaker  at  Seven  Points,  Xorthum- 
berland  county)  and  Sarah  Ann  (wife  of  Dr. 
P.  P.  Haas,  of  Williamstown,  Pa.)  : after  iMr. 
Wirt’s  death  she  married  Henry  Dorasife,  by  whom 
she  has  children,  Henrv  I.  (who  has  the  largest 
restaurant  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.),  Samuel  Seiler 
(an  attorney  at  law  of  Kansas  City) .'Daniel  Web- 
ster (who  lives  in  California)  and  Elizabeth  Agnes 
(unmarried).  .(2)  Sarah  Ann  died  Oct.  2-5,  18.51. 
aged  fifteen  years,  seven  months,  twenty-si.v  days. 
(3)  George  died  in  infancy.  (1)  Harriet  married 
Elias  P.  Hilbush.  (5)  William  is  mentioned  be- 
low. (6)  Jlary  Ann  married  Benneville  S.  Het- 
rich. 

William  .Seiler,  son  of  .Jacob,  was  born  .Jan,  13, 
1813,  on  the  farm  wliere  he  passed  his  entire  life, 
becoming  a farmer  himself.  He  passed  away  Sept. 
28,  1898.  He  was  the  owner  of  the  homestead 
for  a numher  of  years  and  built  the  present  build- 
ings on  the  propei'tv.  For  a number  of  years 
he  was  actively  identified  with  the  administration 
of  public  affairs  in  hi-  locality,  serving  as  school 
director,  tax  collector,  and  in  other  offices,  and  he 
was  a prominent  Democrat  in  political  matters. 
In  religion  lie  was  a member  of  the  Peformed 
congregation  at  St.  Peter'.-  Cliurch,  which  he  served 


oliicially  for  many  year.s,  being  deacon  and  c-lder 
of  that  church.  His  wife,  Hannah,  was  a daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Kate  (Stein)  Boyer,  of  Amity 
township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren: Isaac,  who  is  buried  at  St.  Peter’s  Church; 
Daniel,  of  Dauphin  county.  Pa. : and  Jacob. 

.f.vcoji  Seieeu,  son  of  Vv'iiliam  and  Hannah 
(Boyer)  Seiler,  was  born  X"ov.  1.5,  1871,  at  the 
Seiler  homestead,  and  was  there  reared  to  farm- 
ing. After  his  marriage  he  liegan  agricultural  pui'- 
suits  on  his  own  account,  at  the  obi  home  in  .Jack- 
sun  township  which  has  been  in  the  Seiler  name 
for  so  many  years.  Jacob  Seiler  lieing  the  fourth 
generation  to  possess  it.  The  present  barn  on  the 
place  was  built  bv  William  Seiler  in  1876,  and 
the  house  in  1880.  The  ti'act  contains  110  acres, 
ten  of  which  are  in  timber.  Like  his  family  gen- 
erally, Mr.-  Seiler  has  interested  himself  in  local 
public  matters  and  church  woi'k.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat and  has  held  township  office.  He  is  a Jnem- 
ber  of  the  Peformed  Church,  to  which  his  family 
also  belong,  is  at  present  serving  as  deac-on  of  the 
church  and  has  been  interested  in  the  Sunday 
school,  having  served  as  secretary  and  teaclier. 

in  1903  ^Ir.  Seiler  married  Kate  Latsha.  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Wilhelmina  (Fegley)  Latsha, 
and  thev  have  one  son,  Pufus. 

ALEXAXDER  BOSS,  who  has  carried  on  a 
hotel  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  lYater  street^, 
in  the  borough  of  Shamokin,  since  1006,  was  for- 
merly for  many  years  eiigaged  in  the  principal 
industry  of  this  section,  the  ndning  of  coal.  In 
his  present  enterprise  he  is  in,  partnership  with 
Thomas  T.  Williams,  and  they  are  doing  a fipe 
business,  having  a fine  brick  hotel  with  thirty  guest 
rooms. 

iMr.  Poss  was  born  Sept.  25,  1852.  in  Lower 
.\ugusta  township.  Xorthumberland  county,  where 
his  father,  -John  Poss,  settled  upon  leaving  Xew 
.Jersey,  his  native  State.  He  was  a young  man 
when  he  came  to  this  county,  and  here  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  engaged  in  farming. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  and  is  buried 
at  the  Presbvterian  church  in  T.ower  Augusta 
township.  He  married  Margaret  Jlessersmith.  and 
to  them  were  born  the  following  children:  Eman- 
uel, Augnstu'^.  Alexander.  .John.  Frank.  .Jane 
(married  Ezra  Badman,  and  died  Dec.  -2.  1879, 
aged  twentv-oue  years,  eight  months,  eleven  days'), 
Jlamie  and  Simon. 

Alexander  Ross  received  his  education  in  the 
public  .schools  of  his  iiativc  township,  and  his  first 
work  was  upon  the  farm.  IMien  sixteen  years  old 
he  came  tio  Shajuokin,  where  he  did  railroad  woi-k 
for  one  year,  after  which  he  went  into  the  mines 
and  for  thirty-seven  years  was  employed  at  the 
collierie.'.  In  1906  he  built  the  substantial  brick 
hotel  at  the  corner  of  Second  and  Water  street', 
in  Sliamokin,  wh.ere  he  has  since  done  !)usiiuws. 
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and  the  liou?c  is  oomfovtal)!o  and  convenient,  at- 
tracting a steady  and  profitable  piatronage.  The 
proprietors  are  well  known  in  Shamokin.  where 
Mr.  Boss  has  valuable  real  estate  holdings,  having 
met  with  considerable  success  in  his  business 
ventures. 

On  Sept.  'Ai.  1871,  Mr.  Boss  married  Eineline 
Newman,  daughter  of  John  Newman,  of  Shamo- 
kin, and  they  have  three  children:  Charles,  who 
is  a miner : Amlirose  Yk,  a merchant  in  Shamo- 
kin; and  iMary  J.,  married  to  James  T.  Dormer, 
of  Shamokin.  IMr.  Boss  is  a member  of  the  Bo- 
formed  ('hurch  and  socially  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Malta.  lie  is  an  independent  voter,  support- 
ing the  candidates  he  prefers  regardless  of  their 
party  atfiliations. 

JOHN  T.  ALBBIGHT,  late  of  Turbut  town- 
ship, Northumberland  count}^,  was  in  his  lifetime 
one  of  the  respected  citizens  of  his  section,  where 
he  followed  farming  for  many  years.  He  was  a 
native  of  Lehigh  county,  Pa.,  born  in  1833,  and 
came  to  Northumberland  county  with  his  parents 
when  a boy. 

Mr.  Albright  learned  the  trade  of  bricklayer, 
which  he  continued  to  follow  throughout  his  active 
years,  and  as  such  assisted  in  building  the  Bap- 
tist church  at  Turbutville.  In  his  later  life  he 
followed  farming  near  the  Paradise  church  in 
Turbut  township.  He  died  in  1891,  aged  sixty-two 
years,  two  months,  four  days. 

In  18o6  Mr.  Albright  married  Mary  E.  Iluntz- 
inger,  who  was  l)orn  Dec.  18,  1838,  daughter  of 
Budolph  and  IMary  (Heuelrich)  ITuntzinger,  and 
granddaughter  of  Jacob  Huntzinger.  a native  of 
Lebanon  county.  Pa.,  where  he  died.  Jacob  Huntz- 
inger married  Elizabeth  Bowman,  and  they  had 
children:  Budolph,  Harry,  Martin,  Jacob,  Peter, 
iMary  E.  and  Catiiarinc.  Three  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Albright:  David  L.  mar- 
ried. Bosa  Klapp  and  has  one  child.  Ivlla  (they 
reside  in  Lewis  township,  this  county)  ; iMary  A. 
married  Aug.  F. . Heller  and  has  two  children, 
Bertha  and  Jessie:  Charles  INI.,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  his  father's  old  homestead,  married  Susan 
E.  Klapp  and  has  two  children,  Florence  K.  and 
Edna  M.  The  mother  of  this  family,  Mrs.  IMary 
E.  (Huntzinger)  Albright,  died  Jan.  31,  1911, 
at  her  home  in  Turbut  township,  and  was  buried 
in  the  ceiuetery  of  Paradise  Beformed  Church, 
where  Mr.  Albright  is  also  interred.  He  was  a 
member  of  that  church,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
among  the  most  esteemed  residents  of  their  coin- 
munity. 

DEPPEN.  Christian  Deppen,  the  founder  of 
this  family  in  Pennsylvania,  came  hither  from 
the  German  Palatinate,  arriving  (qualifying)  at 
Philadelphia  Se))t.  Ki.  173b.  He  crossed  the  ocean 
on  the  vessel  ^’Princess  Augusta,”  from  Botterdam, 


Samuel  iMeia-hant,  master,  along  with  a number 
of  others  from  the  Palatinate,  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren— in  all  three  hundred  souls,  according  to  the 
historian  Bupp.  On  the  “List  of  Ships  Foreign- 
ers” his  name  is  given  as  Christian  Happen,  and 
his  age  as  thirty  years.  In  the  Captain’s  book 
his  name  appears  as  Christian  Teppe.  In  his  will 
his  name  is  written,  in  plain  English,  Christian 
Deppe.  Thus  we  find  that  there  has  been  consid- 
erable uncertainty  concerning  the  correct  orthog- 
raphy of  the  name.  It  appears  often  as  Deppe, 
Depew,  and  Du  pee,  and  some  genealogists  declare 
its  original  form  to  have  been  that  of  the  old 
French  Huguenot  name,  DePui. 

Christian  Deppen  settled  near  lYomelsdorf,  in 
Heidelberg  township,  Berks  Co.,  Pa.  In  the  tax 
lists  of  Heidelberg  township  Christian  “Deppy”  is 
assessed  as  follows:  1767,  on  300  acres,  3 horses,  3 
cattle,  3 sheep;  1768,  on  loO  acres,  1 horses,  4 
cattle.  5 sheep;  1779,  on  330  acres,  5 horses,'  15 
cattle:  1780.  on  395  acres, ' 5 horses,  13  cattle: 
1781,  on  395  acres,  5 horses,  8 cattle.  Tlie  will 
of  Christian  Deppe.  of  Heidelberg  township,  is 
on  record  in  the  Berks  county  courthouse,  as  made 
Sept.  37,  1775,  and  probated,  in  1783.  tbe  year  of 
his  death.  It  was  witnessed  by  Philip  Moyer, 
John  Casper  Beed,  and  Adam  Kalbach,  and  it  be- 
gins thus : “T,  Christian  Deppe,  an  aged  yeoman 
of  Heidelberg  township,  Berks  county.”  As  the 
will  contains  no  ■ reference  to  his  wife,  it  is  pre- 
sumed she  was  dead  at  the  time  it  was  made.  At 
the  time  of  his  death  Christian  Deppe  also  owned 
fifty  acres  of  land  in  Northampton  county.  In 
his  will  he  refers  to  his  “'eldest  and  liclovod  son, 
Johannes,  avIio  shall  have  fifty  pounds  over  and 
above  his  other  share.”  His  chilclren  as  named  in 
the  will  were:  Johannes;  Barbara  (married  Peter 
Zimmerman)  ; Anna  (married  George  Yeakly)  ; 
Treanic ; Elizabeth;  Thomas;  Peter;  David,  who 
died  in  1804  (his  German  will  is  on  record  in 
Berks  county  courthouse);  Joseph:  Jacob;  and 
Abrabam,  wlio  died  in  1840  intestate,  and  whose 
heir  was  Richard  Boone,  of  Heidelberg. 

Joseph  Deppy  (one  of  the  older  sons  of  the  pio- 
neer Christian)  in  the  Federal  Census  Beport  of 
1790  is  recorded  as  a resident  of  Heidelberg  town- 
ship. and  as  the  head  of  a family  consisting  of 
himself,  wife  and  three  sons  above  sixteen  years 
of  age. 

Christian,  Peter,  YTlliam  and  George  Deppen, 
natives  of  Berks  county,  were  pioneers  of  North- 
umberland count}.  They  loeated  in  that  section 
now  emhraced  in  Jackson  and  Y'ashington  town- 
ships; in  1778  the  name  of  Christian  Deppen  ap- 
pears among  the  list  of  pioneers  of  IMahanoy  town- 
ship (both  Jackson  and  Ykashington  were  origin- 
ally embraced  in  'Mahanoy  townsliip) . This  Chris- 
tian Deppen  and  Peter  Deppen,  who  were  pioneers 
in  Northundierland  county,  tradition  states  were 
sons  of  the  ancestor  Christian  Deppy.  The  name 
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of  Peter  is  found  in  liie  will,  but  Christian  is  said 
to  liave  been  a heavy  drinker,  and  poor  probably 
on  tbat  account,  and  for  this  reason  he  was  not 
mentioned  in  his  fathers  will.  He  was  unlike  his 
brothers.  Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  he  went 
to  Mercer  county.  Pa.,  where  he  died.  He  was 
married  three  times,  and  among  his  children  were 
son  Washington  and  daughter  Betsy. 

Peter  Deppen  came,  as  stated,  from  Berks  to 
Xorthumberland  county ; after  living  there  a short 
period  he  went-  to  Ohio,  tinally  settling  in  Mis- 
souri, where  he  was  a prosperous  farmer.  His 
descendants  in  IMissouri  and  the  West  are  said  to 
be  nutny.  Among  his  children  were  sons  Zetic 
and  Andrew. 

William  and  George  Deppen.  mentioned  above 
as  having  settled  in  Xorthumberland  county,  were 
grandsons  of  the  ancestor  Christian  through  his 
oldest  son,  John,  and  from  these  two  spring  all 
the  Deppens  now-  living  in  Xorthumberland  count}". 

Y'hether  Christian  Deppy,  the  ancestor,  was  a 
Koman  Catholic  or  not  is  uncertain,  but  tradition 
states  that  he  was.  His  son  Joseph  was  a Catholic, 
as  were  the  latter’s  children,  and  a number  of  the 
family  still  adhere  to  that  faith.  IMost  of  the 
name  now"  living  in  Beading  are  members  of  St. 
Paul’s  Catholic  Church.  There  were  sixteen  per- 
sons by  the  name  of  Deppen  in  the  Beading  city 
directory  for  1908. 

William  Deppen,  one  of  the  two  grandsons  of 
Christian  mentioned  as  settling  in  Xorthumber- 
land county,  was  a native  of  Berks  comity,  born 
Xov.  20,  1179.  He  and  his  brother  George  set- 
tled near  Herndon,  in  Jackson  township,  in  1810. 
He  is  buried  at  Stone  Ahilley  Church,  in  Lower 
iMahanoy  township,  Avhere  he  died.  He  was  a hat- 
rotiker  by  trade,  but  followed  farming  in  Jackson 
townsliip.  His  wife  IMagdelene  (Seiler)  bore  him 
twelve  children,  namely:  Abraham,  Alexander, 
Isaac,  John,  David,  William,  Leah,  Sallie,  Caro- 
line, Lydia,  Mary  and  Elizabeth  (who  died  in 
infancy).  Tlie  father.  William  Deppen,  who  is 
buried  at  Stone  A^alley  Cburch,  died  Sept.  3,  1848; 
his  wife  Alagdelene,  born  Sept.  15,  1190,  died  Feb. 
2,  1862.  Their  son  David,  born  Aug.  29,  182-1, 
died  Feb.  21.  1850. 

Abraham  Deppen.  son  of  William,  born  Sept. 
8,  1812,  died  Aug.  13,  1899,  and  is  buried  at  St*. 
Peters  Church,  in  Alahanoy  township,  where  his 
wife  also  rests.  He  was  a farmer,  and  also  dealt 
in  land  and  cattle,  meeting  with  s\mh  success  in 
his  operations  that  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
had  an  estate  valued  at  $100,000.  He  was  a resi- 
dent of  Herndon  at  tbat  time.  In  1832,  together 
with  a man  named  'Mowery,  he  cleared  the  first 
five  acres  of  w'hat  is  now  the  site  of  the  borough  of 
Shamokin.  In  1814,  with  liis  family,  he  left 
JacksoTi  township  in  a Conestoga  wagon  drawn  by 
three  horses  and  mo\ed  out  to  Wayne  county, 
Ohio.  They  arrived  a da}'  or  two  too  late  to  take 


possession  of  the  land  for  which  they  had  arranged, 
so  the  family  lived  in  their  wagon  and  with  a 
cousin  until  the  land  tangle  was  straightened  out. 
This,  however,  was  only  the  beo'inning  of  a series 
of  troubles.  They  lived  for  two  years  upon  the 
farm  they  had  taken  up,  but  the  rust  killeil  the 
wheat  crop,  and  they  subsisted  on  corn  cakes  and 
corn  bread,  pork  and  chickens,  unable  to  olitain 
money  or  other  food.  Airs.  Deppen  became  so 
homesick  that  Air.  Deppen  hitched  up  his  Cones- 
toga rvagon  and  took  her  back  East,  the  four  chil- 
dren remaining  alone  upon  the  farm  until  the 
parents  returned,  after  an  absence  of  ten  weeks. 
Then  Air.  Deppen  became  homesick,  and  after  an- 
other year  the  entire  family  returned  to  the  old 
location  in  Pennsylvania.  The  last  year  in  Ohio 
the  w'heat  and  corn  crops  had  both  frozen,  and 
the  family  lived  principally  on  soft  corn  and  pump- 
kins. It  was  in  1816  that  they  made  the  return 
journey,  and  -when  they  arrived  at  Liverpool.  Perry 
Co.,  Pa.,  the  pair  of  horses  he  drove  were  Air. 
Deppen's  only  possessions.  He  settled  on  the  op- 
posite (east)  side  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  and. 
purchasing  five  thousand  Imshels  of  potatoes  on 
his  father’s  indorsement,  obtained  a new  start.  In 
1847  he  went  out  to  Ohio  again  to  harvest  Ids 
wheat  crop,  which  was  excellent.  .lust  fifty  years 
afterward  he  went  back  again,  to  visit  his  old 
farm,  w-hich  he  had  sold  to  Alexander  Deppen, 
who  became  a successful  farmer  therei'm.  The  land 
improved  greatly  under  cultivation. 

In  1854  Abraliam  Deppen  purchased  half  of  the 
300-acre  island  located  in  the  Susquehanna  river 
between  Port  Treverton  and  Herndon,  tlie  other 
half  being  owned  by  a man  named  Strickler,  who 
wa?  the  first  man  upon  it.  It  was  first  known  as 
Strickler  island,  later  as  Strickler  and  Deppen  isl- 
and. Air.  Deppen  retained  his  interest  until  1868 
or  1869,  when  he  sold  to  Peter  Ziegler,  since  whoso 
death  his  son  George  has  owned  it.  The  island 
comprises  three  hundred  acres  of  the  finest  and 
most  fertile  land  in  the  upper  part  of  the  State. 

^ Abraham  Deppen  married  Mary  Snyder,  of 
Upper  Alahanoy  township,  born  in  1811,  died  in 
1868.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children  : 
Louisa  (married  Dr.  Beul)en  H.  Aluth),  George 
(of  Herndon.  Pa.),  Joseph  (of  Alount  Carmel, 
Pa.)  and  Alexander. 

Geouok  Df.upent.  son  of  Abraham,  was  born  in 
1836  at  Locust  Gap,  Alount  Carmel  township, 
Xorthumberland  county,  and  was  reared  in  .Jack- 
son  township,  whither  his  parents  removed  during 
his  early  childhood.  He  attended  the  subscrip- 
tion schools,  and  spent  his  early  A'cars  in  farm 
work.  In  1863  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  in  Snyder  county.  Pa.,  and  later  engaged 
in  the  same  line  at  Herndon,  of  which  town  he 
is  now  one  of  the  oldest  residents.  In  1S6S  he 
engaged  in  the  grain  and  leather  business,  buying 
and  shipping  grain  and  dealing  in  hides  for  sole 
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leather,  etc.,  ami  has  built  up  a large  ami  lucra- 
tive trade  in  that  line,  being  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial citizens  south  of  the  Line  Mountain  in 
Xorthuinberland  -county.  The  scope  of  the  busi- 
ness has  become  so  extended  that  many  commodi- 
ties are  now  handled,  Mr.  Deppen  shipping  grain 
and  coal  in  large  quantities,  and  dealing  exten- 
sively in  hay,  feed.  Hour,  leather  and  stoneware, 
while  he  also  trades  in  wood  pumps,  shingles,  terra 
cotta  and  galvanized  pipes,  his  line  being  very 
comprehensive  and  a groat  accommodation  to  the 
local  trade.  lie  has  always  been  recognized  as  a 
most  progressive  man.  and  has  amassed  a com- 
fortable fortune.  Mr.  Deppen-  is  one  of  the  oldest 
justices  of  the  peace  in  Xorthumberland  county,  in 
point  of  both  age  and  service,  having  been  first 
elected  in  18G5,  though  he  did  not  take  his  com- 
mission at  that  time  because  the  recorder  had  re- 
turned it  just  a day  or  two  before  he  called  for  it, 
he  delaying  acceptance.  He  holds  seven  commis- 
sions, one  for  one  year  (by  appointment)  and  six 
for  five  years  each.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics, 
as  are  also  his  sons,  and  is  a Lutheran  in  religious 
faith,  though  all  his  familv  adhere  to  the  Eeformed 
faith. 

In  1868  Mr.  Deppen  married  Mary  Mertz,  of 
Freeburg,  Snyder  county,  who  died  Aug.  17,  1898, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years,  the  mother  of  a large 
family  of  children,  eleven  of  whom  survive:  Lizzie 
J.  (married  Harris  Snyder),  Laura  (married  How- 
ard J.  Engle),  George  E.  (an  attorney  at  law  of 
Sunbnrv,  Pa.'),  Henry  C.  (who  manages  his  fath- 
ci’’s  business  at  Herndon),  Charles  P.  (car  in- 
spector at  Herndon),  Susan  IM.,  Carrie  L.,  John 
E.,  Xettie  I.,  Laurence  P.  and  Abraham  E.  Puth 
Alice  died  in  infancy. 

Hexry  C.'  Deppex  (Irest  known  as  “■'Harry'’ 
Deppen),  son  of  George,  was  born  Dec.  26.  187-5, 
in  what  is  now  the  borough  of  Herndon,  then  a 
part  of  Jackson  town.Jiip.  He  obtained  his  edu- 
cation in  the  local  public  schools,  and  has  been 
assisting  his  father  ever  since  he  was  nine  years 
old.  He  has  continued  to  be  associated  with  him, 
and  is  now  the  active  head  of  the  extensive  busi- 
ness, into  which  he  has  infused  new  life  by  his 
energy  and  enterpri.sing  spirit.  A number  of  the 
lines  recently  added  to  the  original  trade  were 
taken  up  experimentally  as  promising  incidental 
gains  to  the  bulk  and  returns  of  the  business,  and 
have  proved  mo^t  profitable.  The  Deppens  have  the 
bulk  of  the  borough  trade  in  coal  and  feed,  and 
their  patronage  extends  all  over  the  IMahantango 
Valley.  Aside  from  this  enterprise  ^Ir.  Deppen 
is  interested  in  several  local  industrial  concerns, 
and  he  and  his  bi-other  George  have  been  asso- 
ciated for  some  time  as  established  agents  for  a 
number  of  the  old-line  high-class  fire  insurance 
companies.  Mr.  Deppen’s  business  activities,  how- 
ever, have  not  made  him  indifferent  to  the  public 
welfare,  and  he  has  been  pniminent  in  the  admin- 


i=tration  of  the  borough  government  e''cr  since  it 
was  instituted.  He  was  elected  a councilman  at 
the  first  general  election  held  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  borough,  and  has  served  continuously 
to  the  present  time,  being  the  oldest  councilman  in 
point  of  service,  though  the  youngest  in  years, 
lie  has  served  two  years  as  president  of  the  coun- 
cil, and  has  been  chaiiman  of  the  ordinance,  finance 
and  street  committees.  Politically  iMr.  Deppen  is 
a Democrat,  and  has  considerable  influence  in  the 
party.  Pie  is  a member  of  the  Pefonued  congre- 
gation of  Zion’s  Church,  at  Herndon,  and  useful 
in  the  work  of  that  organization  as  he  is  in  every- 
thing else  which  interests  him.  He  is  at  present 
serving  as  secretary  of  the  church  consistory. 

Joiix  Ekxest  Depi'ex,  son  of  George,  was  born 
May  15,  1881,  at  Herndon.  He  began  his  educa- 
tion there  in  the  public  schools,  later  attending 
Susquehanna  University,  at  Selinsgrove,  for  two 
years.  After  assisting  his  father  in  business  for  a 
time  he  took  a position  as  traveling  salesman  in 
Xew  York  and  eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  has  since 
been  successfully  engaged  in  that  capacity.  He 
has  been  a member  of  the  12th  Eegiment,  Pennsyl- 
vania Zs'ational  Guard,  since  1898,  and  holds  the 
rank  of  first  sergeant. 

Joseph  Deppex,  son  of  Abraham  and  Mary 
(Snyder)  Deppen,  was  born  Dec.  2,  18-37,  in  Upper 
Mahanoy  township,  Xorthumberland  county.  He 
received  a limited  education,  the  school  he  attended 
being  taught  in  a gristmill  in  Dauphin  county. 
IMien  he  became  of  age  he  engaged  in  the  drov- 
ing business,  which  he  followed  for  three  years, 
and  afterward  followed  merchandising  at  Herndon 
for  nearly  two  years.  In  I860  he  moved  to  Mount 
Carmel,  where  he  carried  on  the  hotel  business 
for  fifteen  years,  being  proprietor  of  what  is  now 
the  “Commercial  hlouse.”  He  prospered  and  ac- 
cumulated some  means,  and  he  has  long  been  con- 
sidered one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  place, 
being  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  IMount  Carmel 
Savings  Bank,  which  he  is  still  serving  as  director. 
In  1867  he  married  Eva  Elizabeth  (Lizzie)  Hotf- 
rnan,  of  Jordan  township,  born  -Jan.  17,  1811,  who 
died  Jan.  18,  1896,  and  to  them  were  born  four 
children,  namelv:  Lizzie,  Ada,  Joseph  and  Gert- 
rude. This  family  are  all  members  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  and  Mr.  Deppen  is  an  active  Demo- 
crat in  politics. 

Alexaxdeu  Deppex,  a retired  farmer  now  liv- 
ing at  Dornsife,  was  born  Aug.  16,  1839,  iir  Wash- 
ington township.  Xorthumberland  county,  son  of 
Abraham  and  ilary  (Snyder)  Deppen.  He  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  and  when  twenty  years  old 
began  farming  on  the  upper  part  of  White  island, 
where  he  remained  in  all  for  thirty-three  years 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1889  he  came 
to  Jackson  township,  and  he  has  since  carried  on 
two  large  farms,  though  he  is  now  retired  from 
active  labor.  He  made  his  home  in  Herndon 
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from  1404  until  tlio  ?}>ring  of  lOiO,  when  he 
moved  to  Dorn^ife.  For  seventeen  years  lie  lived 
on  Ids  farm  at  Dornsife.  Mr.  Deppen  is  a Demo- 
crat in  p<ilitical  opinion,  and  a Lutheran  in  re- 
ligious faith. 

Tn  1850  ]\Ir.  Deppen  married  Catharine  Stepp, 
daughter  of  Bastian  Stepp,  of  Jackson  township. 
She  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years, 
the  mother  of  a family  of  seven  children,  two  sons 
and  five  daughters:  AVilliam  S.  (of  Dornsife), 
Charles  (of  Altoona,  Pa.),  Agnes  (who  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years),  Emma,  Minnie, 
Jane  and  Lizzie. 

Tn  1904  Mr.  Deppen  married  Mrs.  Sarah  A. 
(Iverr)  Stewart,  widow  of  James  Gordon  Stewart. 
Mrs.  Deppen  had  eleven. children  by  her  first  mar- 
riage, James  (who  has  a son,  James  Edward), 
Mary,  Edward,  Sadie,  Jane,  and  six  who  died 
young.  Twenty  years  ago  Mrs.  Deppen  and  her 
first  husband,  with  six  children,  went  from  Pitts- 
burg to  Seattle,  AA'ash.,  where  they  kept  house 
for  a year,  then  moving  to  Portland,  Oregon.  !Mr. 
" Stewart  then  went  to  California,  thinking  he  would 
like  it  better,  but  as  he  did  not  he  returned  to 
Oregon,  and  they  kept  house  there  for  two  years. 
The  youngest  child  died  and  was  buried  out  there, 
after  which  the  rest  of  the  family  returned  to 
Pittsburg,  where  !Mr.  Stewart  died.  In  a few 
years  Mrs.  Stewait,  with  her  youngest  daughter, 
went  out  again  to  Oregon,  where  she  has  two  mar- 
ried daughters.  On  the  trip  out  eight  mountain 
robbers  held  up  the  train  six  miles  out  of  St. 
Paul,  at  Fergus  Falls,  3Iinn.,  blowing  the  express 
car  to  pieces  with  dynamite,  and  this  delayed  them 
so  that  it  was  eight  days  before  they  arrived  in 
Portland.  IMrs.  Deppen  stayed  there  a year  with 
her  two  daughters,  returning  to  I’ittsburg.  One  of 
her  sons  lives  in  Lancaster,  Ohio,  one  in  Cora- 
opolis.  Pa. ; one  of  her  daughters  lives  in  Harris- 
burg. She  has  one  sister  living  in  Pittsburg,  and 
one  in  Shiremansto'ivn,  Pa.,  and  two-  brothers  in 
AFashington,  D.  C. 

Joseph  and  Sydney  Ann  (Horn)  Iverr,  parents 
of  Mrs.  Deppen,  were  natives  of  Allegheny  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  and  the  father  was  a tailor  by  occupa- 
tion. He  was  a Scotcb  Presbyterian  in  religious 
faith.  He  died  in  18G9,  and  is  buried  in  the 
South  Side  cemetery,  at  Pittsburg,  while  the  moth- 
er, who  died  in  1885,  is  buried  at  Baltimore. 
They  had  a family  of  thirteen  children,  Lizzie, 
Robert,  Thomas,  Julia,  Emma,  Sarah  A.,  and  sev- 
en who  are  deceased. 

Mrs.  Sydney  Ann  (Horn)  Kerr  belonged  to  a. 
noble  German  family.  Her  father  came  to  Amer- 
ica ■when  young,  and  here  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  father,  a man  of  M-ealth  and  high 
rank,  died,  and  the  son  was  notified  and  summoned 
to  claim  his  inheritance,  but  he  was  afraid  to 
cross  the  ocean,  and  never  received  the  property. 

AATli.iam  S.  Des’I’EN',  son  of  Alexander,  was  born 


duly  13.  18(11,  was  reared  to  farming,  and  has 
followed  that  calling  all  his  life.  On  March  2G, 
1884,  he  begun  farming  the  place  in  Jackson  town- 
ship then  owned  by  his  grandfather,  Abraham 
Deppen,  which  he  cultivated  for  the  next  four- 
teen years.  The  following  two  years  he  farmed 
for  Joseph  Tressler,  and  then  for  two  years  for 
his  father  on  a 165-acre  farm  in  Little  Mahanoy 
township.  In  the  spring  of  1901  he  moved  to  his 
])rese-nt  farm  in  the  same  township,  near  Dorn- 
sife, a tract  of  fifty-nine  acres  located  on  the  north 
side  of  Mahanoy  creek,  formerly  the  homestead 
of  Michael  Peifer.  Mr.  Deppen  remodeled  and 
enlarged  the  house  and  has  since  resided  on  this 
place.  He  is  an  energetic  and  prosperous  farmer, 
a substantial  member  of  the  community  and  a 
citizen  willing  to  do  his  duty  in  every  relation 
of  life.  He  served  three  years  as  school  director 
ill  Jackson  township,  and  in  1910  we  reelected 
for  his  second  term  in  that 'office  in  Little  Ma- 
hanoy. He  is  a Democrat  in  political  faith. 

On  Sept.  IG,  1883,  Mr.  Deppen  married  Emma 
Last,  daughter  of  David  Last,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Ada  Y.,  now  the  wife  of  Irwin  Peifer 
(son  of  George  C.  Peifer)  and  mother  of  three 
children.  Elmer  L.,  Eva  and  Yera.  The  family 
are  Lutheran  members  of  St.  John’s  Church  at 
Pump  Station,  which  Mr.  Deppen  has  served  offi- 
cially as  deacon  and  elder. 

David  Last,  father  of  Mrs.  Deppen,  was  a cooper 
by  trade,  and  lived  in  the  Kratzerville  ■ district 
in  Snyder  county.  He  died  about  1SG1',  when 
about  forty-nine  years  old,  and  is  buried  at  Had- 
ley’s Church  in  Snyder  county.  His  wife,  Harriet 
(Leitzel).  daughter  of  John  Leitzel,  died  about 
1878,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two,  and  is  buried  at 
the  same  place.  They  had  three  children  : IMary, 
wife  of  Lewis  Pontius ; Ella,  wife  of  Charles  AAYt- 
zel : and  Emma,  wife  of  AA'illiam  S.  Deppen. 

George  Deppen,  grandson  of  Christian  Deppy, 
the  ancestor,  was  born  June  'M,  1787,  in  Berks 
county.  Pa.,  and  came  to  Xorthumberland  county 
with  his  brother  AAJlliam,  as  previously  .stated,  in 
1810.  He  was  a lifelong  farmer,  and  upon  his 
removal  from  his  native  county  settled  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  Isaac  Tressler,  a tract  one  and  a 
half  miles  north  of  Herndon.  This  place  he  sold, 
and  purchased  an  adjoining  farm,  on  which  stood 
a gristmill.  From  the  latter  property  he  removed 
to  the  farm  now  owned  by  Ids  grandson.  Samuel 
Deppen.  a fine  place  of  fully  ‘200  acres  in  Jack- 
son  township.  He  died  Feb.  7,  1850,  and  his 
wife,  IMaria  IMagd.  Greise,  a native  of  Berks  coun- 
ty, I)orn  April  3,  1785,  long  survived  him,  dying 
Aug.  11,  18G9.  They  arc  buried  at  St.  Peter’s 
Church,  in  Alahanoy  township.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily were  Reformed  members  of  St.  Peter’s,  whicb 
was  a union  church,  and  ho  served  as  an  official : 
he  was  an  old-line  AA'hig  ii\  political  opinion.  To 
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]\Fr.  and  Mrs.  Doppcn  were  born  four  children, 
Tia7nely:  Rebecca,  wlio  married  John  Haas,  of  Sim- 
bury;  William:  John,  who  died  in  Herndon;  and 
Isaac,  who  spent-much  of  his  life  at  Herndon  and 
died  in  Snyder  county,  Pennsylvania. 

M'illiam  Heppen,  eldest  son  of  George,  born  in 

1814,  was  a merchant  in  Jackson  township  and 
other  places  in  this  county  for  forty  years,  at  one 
time  owned  much  real  estate,  and  was  a promi- 
nent man  in  his  section.  He  engaged  in  the  juer- 
cantile  business  at  Au.gustaville  when  a young  man, 
and  was  subsefjirently  at  IMahanoy.  in  Jackson 
township,  for  eighteen  years.  In  the  spring  of 
I860  he  located  at  Trevorton,  where  he  was  a 
merchant  for  about  two  years,  until  his  retire- 
ment from  business.  He  died  Jan.  S,  1816,  and 
is  buried  at  IMahanoy,  in  Jackson  township.  He 
was  a member  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
.and  a Republican  in  polities.  His  wife,  Susan 
Lantz,  who  survived  him.  was*  of  Lower  Augusta 
townslup,  this  county,  and  to  them  were  Iwrn 
children  as  follows:  Mary,  Samuel,  William  (all 
three  died  young),  Benjamin  F.,  George  W.,  Rich- 
ard L.  (of  Shamokin)  and  Sarah  A.  (married  and 
living  in  Trevorton).  George  W.  Deppen,  who  was 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Sunbury, 
died  in  January,  1909. 

Benjamin  F.  Deppen.  son  of  William,  was  born 
in  1847  in  Jackson  township,  Xorthumberland 
county,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  was  appointed  station  agent  of  the 
Philadelphia  Reading  Railway  Company  at  Trev- 
orton, and  held  that  position'  for  twenty  years, 
in  1889  engaging  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
that  place.  He  married  Susan  Herb,  who  died 
in  1888,  leaving  four  children,  viz. : Laura  IM., 
Su.san  M.,  Samuel  H.  and  William  R.  Dir.  Deppen 
is  a Republican  in  }x>litics. 

John  Deppen,  .=on  of  George,  was  born  July  4, 

1815,  in  Jack.mn  township,  and  died  Dec.  11,  1893, 

at  Herndon,  where  he  had  lived  retired  for  ten 
years.  He  followed  farming  during  his  active 
years,  owning  the. place  which  is  now  the  property 
of  his  son  Samuel.  He  was  a devout  Christian, 
he  and  his  family  worshiping  with  the  Reformed 
congregation  of  St.  Peter's  Church',  which  ' he 

served  as  deacmi  and  elder.  He  and  his  l)rother 

William  married  listers,  his  wife  being  Catharine 

Lantz;  she  was  born  Xov.  16,  1819.  and  died 

Jan.  7,  1889.  the  inother  of  four  children:  Diary 
married  Albert  Holshue : Samuel  is  mentioned  be- 
low: William  TL.  born  DIarch  15,  1856,  died  Dee. 
10,  1877  (he  mai'ried  Kate  Tressler.  and  they  had 
two  sons,  Irwin  and  William,  both  of  wlioni  live 
at  Harrisburg.  Pa.)  : Susan  married  William 
Bower. 

Samukl  Dni’eny.  son  of  John,  was  Ixtrn  Sept. 
5,  1853,  in  Jackson  township,  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  in  the  home  district,  and  was  reared 
to  farm  life.  He  worked  for  bis  parent'  until 


he  was  twenty-four  years  nld,  in  the  spring  of 
1878  commencing  to  farm  for  himself  on  the  home- 
stead, where  he  continued  for  thirty  years,  in  tlie 
sftring  of  1908  renting  the  farm  and  moving  to 
Herndon,  where  he  now  makes  his  home.  Since 
settling  in  the  town  he  has  driven  a dray,  doing 
all  kinds  of  hauling.  He  is  of  the  third  genera- 
tion of  his  family  to  own  the  old  homestead,  wliich 
is  located  on  the  road  from  Herndon  to  Dornsife. 
The  house  on  the  place  is  of  logs,  and  was  Imilr. 
al)Out  1800,  Iw  a Schaffer.  The  present  barn,  85 
by  38  feet  in  dimensions,  was  built  by  Samuel 
Deppen  in  1900  to  take  the  place  of  the  one  de- 
stroyed by  lightning  Aug.  '?3d  of  that  year,  to- 
gether with  the  years  crop,  farm  implements,  and 
a horse  and  three  head  of  young  cattle. 

Dir.  Deppen  has  always  been  active  and  pro- 
gressive, and- has  taken  part  in  the  local  govern- 
ment to  some  extent.  He  was  school  directoi'  in 
Jackson  township  for  the  long  period  of  twei'ity- 
one  years,  seven  terms  of  tliree  vears  each,  ajrd 
was  president  and  treasurer  of  the  school  board 
many  years,  serving  with  honor  and  credit ; his 
has  been  the  longest  record  of  service  held  by  any 
one  man  up  to  this  time  in  Jackson  township.  He 
and  his  family  rvorship  at  St.  Peter’s  Union 
Church  at  DIahanoy,  of  which  his  father  and  grand- 
father liefore  him  were  active  members  and  sup- 
porters. 

In  1878  Dir.  Deppen  married  Lucy  iknn  Zart- 
man,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Susan  (Forney) 
Zartman,  of  Jackson  township.  They  have  had 
three  children : Carrie  married  DV.  P.  Zartman, 
a lumber  merchant  of  Shamokin,  Pa. : DIamie  mar- 
ried Calvin  Ziegler  and  lives  in  Philadelphia  ; Su- 
san married  John  DYitmer  and  resides  at  Herndon. 

STEPHEX  A.  PRADIUK,  of  Shamokin.  Xorth- 
umberland county,  was  born  Aug.  20,  1872,  in 
Austria,  son  of  Airdrew  and  Anna  (Steffick)  Pra- 
muk.  The  father,  also  a native  of  Austria,  died 
in  that  country,  and  the  widowed  mother  came  to 
America  with  her  four  children.  She  now  makes 
her  home  with  her  son  Stephen  in  Shamokin.  The 
familv  consisted  of  four  children,  as  follow^ : 
Ste]»hen  A.  and  Andrew,  twins,  the  latter  now  in 
his  brother  Stephen’s  employ:  Dlichael,  who  lives 
in  Shamokin : and  Diary,  married  to  Bert  Yan- 
koskie  and  living  in  Shamokin. 

In  the  spring  of  1882  Stephen  A.  Pramuk  came 
to  America  with  las  mother,  the  family  landing- 
in  Xew  York  City.  Their  first  home  here  was 
in  Clearfield  county.  Pa.,  where  they  remained  only 
a shurt  time,  however,  settling  in  Shamokin  in 
1883.  Though  a mere  child  at  the  time  thev 
lived  in  Clearfield  countv  Stephen  A.  Pramuk  was 
employed  at  the  coke  ovens  there,  and  upon  com- 
ing to  Shamokin  began  work  at  the  nunes  as  a 
slate  picker,  later  following  mining.  In  1896  ho 
gave  up  that  wnrk  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  busi- 
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ness  in  the  horough,  com  inning  same  for  about 
six  years,  until  he  commenced  his  present  busi- 
ness, in  190'?.  He  has  since  been  established  at 
Xo.  314  South  Alarket  street,  where  he  is  engaged 
as  a wholesale  dealer  in  liquors,  wines,  hcer,  ale 
and  porter,  having  a steady  patronage.  He  is  a 
man  of  good  business  ability  and  an. excel  lent  man- 
ager, as  the  growth  of  his  trade  testifies.  On 
April  15,  1909,  he  was  appointed  receiver  for  the 
Shaniokin  Brewing  Company.  He  still  keeps  up 
his  interest  in  his  former  work  as  a director  of 
the  ^Miners’  Loan  Association.  Socially  he  is  a 
well  known  member  of  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles  and  of  St.  Mary’s  Church  and  its  affiliated 
societies.  In  politics  h.e  is  a Democrat. 

On  Sej)t.  8,  ISOti.  Mr.  Pramuk  was  married  to 
Matilda  M.  Zuschian,  also  of  Austria,  and  they 
have  had  the  following  children : Mary,  Stephen, 
Adolph,  Clara,  Bernard,  Albert  and  Benjamin. 
The  family  live  at  Xo.  316  South  iMarket  street. 

PROF.  SAIMUEL  G.  SMITH,  of  Trevorton, 
has  been  a teacher  at  the  place  for  several  years 
and  has  followed  the  profession  in  this  county 
since  1887,  though  not  continuously.  He  is  con- 
nected with  the  high  school.  Mr.  Smith  was  born 
in  this  county,  at  Leek  Kill,  March  21,  1870,  and 
belongs  to  a family  which  has  long  been  settled 
here.  He  is  of  the  fifth  generation  in  this  country, 
his  gi’eat-great-grandfather  having  emigrated  from 
Gerjnany  and  settled  in  Berks  county.  Pa.,  where 
he  died. 

Jacob  Smith,  great-grandfather  of  Professor 
Smith,  came  to  tins  region  from  Berks  county 
in  the  early  days,  before  the  Indians  had  left, 
and  settled  in  wliat  is  now  Upper  Mahanoy  town- 
ship. He  was  a land  owner  and  cleared  consid- 
erable-land, and  also  followed  hunting  and  fish- 
ing, game  being  plentiful  in  these  parts  in  his 
time.  His  children  were:  Jacob  and  John  died 
in  the  West;  Elizabeth  inarried  Solomon  Shank- 
weiler ; Samuel  Tuarried  Sarah  Arnold ; iMarv  mar'- 
ried  John  Core:  Jonathan,  who  died  at  Green- 
brier, this  county,  married  Sarah  Snyder:  Peter, 
who  died  at  Leek  Kill,  married  Elizabeth  Geist. 

Samuel  Smith,  son  of  Jacob,  owned  the  original 
homestead  in  Copper  Mahanoy  township  and  fol- 
lowed farming  throughout  his  active  years.  He 
died  upon  his  farm  and  is  buried  at  Leek  Kill. 
He  married  Sarah  Arnold,  whose  father  was  a 
resident  of  Berks  county,  Pa.,  and  they  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Daniel  died  at  Trevorton;  Wil- 
liam is  mentioned  below ; Louisa,  now  the  only 
survivor  of  the  family,  is  unmarried  and  living 
at  Sunbury;  iMary;  Elizabeth,  who  married  Daniel 
Stoplich  and  (second)  William  Paudenhush,  died 
at  Locust  Dale,  Schuylkill  county;  Sarah  married 
Daniel  Snyder,  of  Greenbrier;  John  died  at  Wav- 
erly,  Iowa;  Harriet  married  Henry  Haas,  and  died 


in  Upper  Mahantango  township,  Schuylkill  coun- 
ty; Catharine  married  Henry  Snyder,  and  died 
at  Danville,  Pennsylvania. 

William  Smith,  son  of  Samuel,  was  born  in  1831, 
and  lived  on  the  original  Smith  homestead  near 
Leek  Kill,  in  L'pper  Mahanoy  township,  spending 
all  his  life  there.  The  farm  consists  of  135  acres 
of  excellent  land,  and  he  was  a thrifty  and  pros- 
perous agriculturist.  He  was  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive men  of  his  day,  one  of  the  first  to  advir- 
cate  the  establishment  in  his  district  of  free  schools, 
which  at  that  time  were  not  generally  looked  upon 
with  favor,  and  served  faithfully  as  school  director, 
in  which  capacity  h.e  was  able  to  accomplish  much 
for  the  cause  of  free  education.  There  were  few 
men  in  the  township  better  or  more  favorably 
known.  For  fifty  years  he  was  a member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows  fraternity,  and  he  was  a faithful 
member  of  the  lieformed  Church,  taking  an  ac- 
tive part  in  its  work.  His  death  occurred  in  19()7. 
Mr.  Smith  married  Caroline  Falck,  daughter  of 
Solomon  Falck,  of  Greenbrier,  this  county,  where 
she  now  resides.  Four  children  were  born  to  them: 
Richard  F.  is  now  a successful  farmer  at  Enter- 
prise, Oregon,  where  he  took  up  a homestead ; 
Savilla  married  E.  D.  Snyder,  of  Girardville,  Pa.; 
Carolyn  married  H.  G.  Snyder,  and  lives  at  Girard- 
ville; Samuel  G.  is  a resident  of  Trevorton. 

Samuel  G.  Smith  attended  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  township  and  was  also  for  a short 
time  a student  at  the  academy  at  Gratz.  Dauphin 
county.  But  as  he  was  obliged  to  assist  his  father 
upon  the  farm  he  continued  his  studies  at  home, 
and  by  hard  work  fitted  himself  to  take  the  State 
hoard  examination,  which  he  passed  in  1887.  He 
began  teaching  that  year,  and  for  five  years  was  en- 
gaged at  Greenbrier,  after  which  he  taught  the 
school  at  Leek  Kill  for  six  years.  His  next  charge 
Avas  Diehl's  school,  and  from  there  he  went  to 
the  Zion  school.  For  some  time  afterward  he  wa^ 
engaged  in  business  pursuits.  Going  to  F’-ack- 
ville,  he  began  clerking  in  a general  store  and  was 
thus  employed  for  a period  of  six  months,  follow- 
ing which  he  became  manager  for  the  Bunl  d' 
Rogers  branch  store  at  Mount  Carmel,  where  he 
remained  until  the  store  was  closed  out.  In  1997 
he  settled  at  Trevorton,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home,  following  his  profession.  Professor 
Smith  has  a high  reputation  as  an  educator,  his 
conscientious,  thnrough  work  winning  him  friends 
among  pupils  and  Kllow  teachers,  and  he  is  a 
citizen  of  recognized  worth. 

In  1890,  Mr.  Smith  married  iMinnic  J.  iMcn- 
gel,  daughter  of  Manassos  Mengel.  and  they  have 
a family  of  five  children:  Carolyn,  IVilliam,  Hoav- 
ard,  Herman  and  Esther.  Carolyn  graduated  from 
the  Trevorton  high  school  in  1910.  Mr.  Smith 
is  a member  of  the  Reformed  Church,  his  wife 
of  the  Evangelical  Association. 
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WILLIAM!  WELTER,  proprietor  of  the  ‘EEagle 
Hotel,”  at  Brady,  near  Shainokin,  Northumber- 
land count}',  has  the  oldest  stand  of  the  kind  in 
' that  disti'ict.  He‘lums(df  has  done  business  there 
since  1904. 

Mr.  Welter  was  born  Dec.  10,  1873,  at  Brady, 
Coal  township,  Northuml)erland  county,  son  of 
Luke  Welter,  a native  of  Germany  Avho  came  to 
America  in  voung  manhood  and  settled  at  Miners- 
ville.  Schuylkill  Co.,  Ba.  Later  he  moved  to 
Brady,  Northumberland  county,  among  the  early 
residents  of  that  place,  and  there  followed  his  trade, 
blacksmithing,  to  the  close  of  his  active  life.  He 
married  Johanna  Shissler,  daughter  of  George 
Shissler,  who  came  to  America  from  Germany, 
bringing  his  family,  and  made  his  home  at  Trcv- 
orton,  Northumberland  county.  iMr.  Welter  died 
July  4,  1904,  i\rrs.  Welter  surviving  until  August, 
190().  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
named  children;  Peter,  who  lives  at  Brady;  Annie, 
married  to  Jacob  Bosch;  iMichael,  living  at  Brady; 
William;  and  John,  of  Brady,  who  married  Laura 
Fry. 

William  AVelter  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  and  when  ten  years  old  went  to  work 
I at  the  Greenback  breaker,  picking  slate.  In  time 

j he  became  a miner,  and  he  was  thus  engaged  until 

,|  1904,  when  he  engaged  in  his  present  business, 

1 purchasing  the  old  ‘‘Eagle  Hotel”  stand  at  Bradv. 
; He  is  an  enterprising  and  obliging  business  man, 

and  his  place  is  cvell  conducted  and  well  patron- 
; ized. 

j Mr.  AVelter  is  a member  of  St.  Edward's  Cath- 

I ■ olic  Church,  of  ShaTUokin,  and  fraternally  he  be- 
: longs  to  the  E.  0.  E. 

! REED.  The  Reed  family  of  Little  Alahanoy 

j’  township  is  of  old  Berks  county  (Pa.)  stock,  and 

i from  the  similarity  of  names  between  those  of 

' the  earlier  generations  in  Northumberland  county 

i and  the  posterity  of  the  progenitor  in  Berks  coun- 

ty there  is  no  doubt  that  the  branch  in  which  we 
! ' are  interested  descend  from  Johan  Leonhard  Rith, 
! a German  by  birth,  who  Avas  the  ancestor  of  a 

* numerous  race.  The  name  has  undergone  various 

changes  in  spelling. 

Johan  Leonhard  Rith,  born  in  1691,  died  in 
1 1747.  He  wms  one  of  the  many  of  his  nationality 

; who  suffered  under  the  terrible  oppression  of  Gov- 

j , ernor  Hunter,  of  Schoharie,  N.  Y.,  his  being  one 
i of  the  twenty-three  German  families  who  in  1143 

fled  through  the  Avilderness  in  spite  of  the  deep 
snow,  to  tlie  land  of  the  Tulpehockcrr  in  Penn's 
Province.  That  those  early  pioneci’s  sutfered  tor- 
j ribly  is  Avell  known.  The  aAvful  .cold,  the  priini- 

i five  conditions,  hunger,  and  the  savage  Indians 
I made  the  journey  nearly  unbearable,  but  their  un- 
dying faith  in  their  Maker,  and  the  comforting 
solace  of  the  Bible,  inspired  them  to  superhuman 
efforts,  and  they  finally  reached  their  destination. 


Avhere  peace  Avas  found  beyond  the  power  of  the 
tyrant.  John  Leonhard  Rith  married  Analisa 
Catrina,  and  their  union  Avas  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  these  children;  (1)  Johan  Nicholaus  (born 
June  4,  1715,  died  Jan.  7,  1788)  married  Alaria 
Barbara  Seibert  (born  Alay  18,  1744,  died  Oct.  14, 

1807),  and  had  children,  Jacoly,  Airs.  Jacob  Schaef- 
fer and  Airs.  Jacob  Anspach.  (4)  Johan.  George  I (a 
(born  in  1717,  died  in  1791)  married  Catrina  Elsa, 
and  they  had  children,  .Tohn  Leonard,  Catharine 
(married  Hen,rv  Alinnjuli.  who  removed  to  Vir- 
ginia), Jonas,  Peter  and  Frederick.  (3)  Johan- 
nes Friderick  (born  Alarch  15,  1718,  died  Dec. 

44,  1794)  married  Alaria  Engel,  and  they  had  a 
son,  Jacob,  Avhose  son  Avas  John  -Jacob  (married 
Eva  Alaria  Seibert).  John  -Jacob  Rith  A\'as  born 
April  10,  1770,  and  died  Nov.  1,  183-j,  and  George 
and  EdAvard  Reed,  living  at  OttaAva.  111.,  are  of 
his  descendant^.  (4)  A daughter,  Alargaretha  or 
AATlhclmina,  married  Heinrich  Zeller.  (5)  Looii- 
bard,  -Jr.  (born  Sept.  10,  1743,  died  April  48, 

1801  or  1803).  (6)  Peter  married  Alaria  Catrina 
Ziegler,  and  they  had  three  children,  John,  Barbara 
(married  -Tacol)  Aloyer)  and  Catarine  (married 
Adam  LehmaAi).  (7)  -Jacob  (born  in  -June.  1746, 
died  Alarch  48,  1841)  married  Alargaret,  and  their 
children  Avere;  -John  -Jacob,  -John  and  several 
daughters.  -John  -Jacob  married  Alargarid  Emer- 
ich.  and  among  other  children  they  had  a son. 

-John.  -John  -JacoI>  in  1840  sold  his  farm  and  Avent 
AA'est,  and  some  of  his  descendants  ncAA'  live  in  the 
vicinity  of  Davton  and  Alartinsburg.  Ohio. 

-Johan  Leonliard  Rith  was  not  tlie  only  one  of 
that  name,  however,  avIio  had  settled  in  S<.li<- 
harie,  N.  Y.,  later  to  come  to  the  Province  of 
Pennsylvania  before  1740,  as  it  is  thought  that 
the  folloAving  AA'ere  all  relatives,  they  coming  from 
one  place  and  settling  permanently  in  the  Tulpe- 
hocken  AYilley ; Alichael.  Casper,  Adam,  Geoi-ge 
and  Peter.  Alichael  Ritt  (Rcith,  Reed),  one  of 
the  pioneers  from  the  Livingstone  Alanor,  and 
later  of  the  Schoharie,  N.  Y’’.,  came  to  the  Tul- 
pehocken  settlement  in  Berks  county  in  1743.  and 
there  took  up  land  lying  adjacent  to  the  land  of 
John  Leonard  Rith  and  George  Reith.  The  re-  '' 
lationship  of  these  three  is  not  knoA\-n,  but  there 
is  no  doubt  that  they  Avere  related,  probably  be- 
ing cousins.  The  map  of  the  Tulpehocken  setile- 
ment  made  by  Air.  Charles  Lindenmuth.  a very 
accurate  piece  of  Avork  made  with  much  difficulty, 
shows  the  location  of  the  Reith  settlements.  It 
Avas  published  in  the  “Pennsylvania  German,” 
Abilume  A'',  in  (Jetober,  1904,  and  appeared  also 
in  a recent  Berks  county  Avork. 

The  first  ancestor  of  the  Reed  family  in  North- 
umberland county  Avas  Leonhard  Ried,  son  of 
“-John  and  Eva  Alaria  Ried.''  In  the  record  pi'e- 
vinusly  given,  -Johan  Leonhard  Rith  had  a son 
-Johannes  Frederick,  whose  son  Jacob  was  the  fa- 
ther of  -John  Jacob,  who  married  Eva  Alaria  Sei- 
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liL'it.  It  ■would  seem  likely  that  this  Leonard  Lied 
■was  tlieir  son.  Pie  was  Ixirn  ^larch  10_,  1T90,  and 
died  P'eb.  22,  1852.  Ills  wife,  Pllisabetli,  Itorn 
PYb.  18,  1781,*  died  P’eb.  10,  1861.  lie  was  a 
native  of  iMarion  township,  Berks  county,  and  came 
to  what  is  now  Little  iMahanoy  township,  in  X'ortli- 
umberland  county,  before  his  marriage.  Plis  vifo, 
Avhose  maiden  name  was  Dunkelberger,  was  a mem- 
1ier  of  one  of  the  very  earliest  families  in  what 
'S  now  Ijittle  Alahanoy  township.  This  couple 
experienced  the  hardships  of  life  as  entailed  by 
the  primitive  conditions  of  the  times,  d’luw  set- 
tled on  the  tract  of  land  which  has  since  remained 
in  the  family,  now  owned  by  their  grancLon  Sam- 
uel S.  Heed,  and  Leonard  Hied  also  folloM'ed  Ids 
trade  of  stonemason  in  addition  to  farming,  help- 
ing to  lay  the  foundations  for  many  houses  and 
barns  in  the  vicinity.  He  and  his  wife  were  Luth- 
erans, members  of  the  Little  iMahanoy  Church, 
where  their  remains  rest.  Their  children  were : 
^Yilliam;  Amos,  who  settled  in  Eockefeller  town- 
•ship  (his  wife,  llebecca,  born  Aug.  21,  1826,  died 
. Xov.  23,  1850)  ; Solomon;  Catharine,  who  mar- 
ried Peter  Fetterman : and  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Abraham  Shaffer. 

William  Pieed,  son  of  Leonard,  Avas  born  Warch 
16,  1811,  and  lived  in  Little  iMahanoy  township 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  his  son  Simon  F.  Peed, 
of  Shamokin.  This  property  comprises  fifty  acres, 
and  he  had  another  tract,  of  forty- five  acres,  in 
the  same  township.  A prominent  man  of  his  day, 
he  Avas  well  known  in  public  life  and  church  af- 
fairs, having  served  as  school  director,  constable 
and  treasurer  of  his  toAvnship,  and  a4  deacon,  elder 
and  trustee  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  at  the 
Little  Mahanoy  Church,  of  Avhich  he  Avas  a mem- 
ber, his  family  also  belonging  to  that  church.  In 
politics  he  Avas  a Eepublican.  On  April  8,  1834, 
lie  married  Elizabeth  Fegley,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Hettie  (Potheriuel)  P’egley.  Mr.  Peed  died 
Oct.  27,  1880,  iMrs.  Peed  surviving  until  Oct.  30, 
1900,  reaching  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  five 
months,  nine  days.  They  had  children  as  folloAvs ; 
Hiram  I". ; William,  Avho  died  in  Xebraska  Jan.  17, 
1910;  Maria,  Avho  married  Benjamin  Snyder; 
Caroline,  Avho  married  Galen  Smith;  Simon  F. ; 
Daniel,  of  Shamokin ; Elizabeth,  Avho  married  An- 
'dreAv  Long;  Jeremiah  P"’.,  Avho  died  in  1877  (he 
Avas  born  in  1851)  ; Hannah,  Avho  married  George 
Buffington  ; and  Freeman,  of  Shamokin  (hi^  Avife, 
Lydia,  born  Feb.  21,  1862,  died  April  3,  1900). 

SiMOX  F.  Pkep.  of  Shamokin,  Xorthumberland 
county,  was  born  Jan.  15.  1846.  on  the  homestead 
of  his  father,  William  Peed,  in  Little  iMahanoy 
township.  Hi.s  education  Avas  obtained  in  the  local 
public  schools.  Until  he  Avas  twenty-seven  years 
old  he  Avorked  for  his  parents,  meantime  learning 
the  miller's  trade,  Avhich.  hoAvever,  did  not  agree 
with  his  health.  In  1868  he  began  to  learn  the 
tanner’s  trade,  Avbich  he  continued  to  follow  until 


1882,  in  which  year  he  took  up  farming  on  hi,'^  oavii 
account.  He  Avas  thus  occupied  for  a number  of 
years,  until  his  removal  in  1897  to  Shamokin, 
Avhere  he  has  since  made  his  hoifie,  residing  at  Xo. 
800  IVest  Pine  street.  Though  not  of  recent  years 
an  active  participant  in  'public  affairs,  iMr.  Peed 
Avas  long  one  of  the  most  'popular  officials  in  his 
toAvnship,  Avhich  he  served  as  auditor  for  a period 
of  twelve  years,  as  school  director  and  as  super- 
visor. In  political  connection  lie  is  a Pepublican. 
Like  most  of  his  family  he  is  an  active  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  he  and  his  family  attending 
serAices  at  Little  Mahanoy  Church,  which  he  has 
served  as  deacon,  elder  and  trustee. 

On  Dec.  26,  1876,  IMr.  Peed  married  Emma  J. 
Byerly,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  iMary  (BoAver) 
Byerly,  and  the  folloAving  children  have  been  born 
to  this  marriage:  John  PI.,  Beulah  J.,  IMolly  IM., 
Mary  0.,  Sophia  E.,  ilaggie  i\L,  Isaiah  and  Em- 
ma A. 

John  E.  Peed,  son  of  Simon  F.  Peed,  Avas  born 
Dec.  7,  1877,  in  Little  Mahanoy  toAvnship,  and 
there  receiA'ed  his  education  in  the  jniblic  schools. 
He  has  lived  in  Shamokin  since  1897,  and  there 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  avIucIi  he  follows,  and 
in  AAdrich  he  has  been  quite  successful.  Since  1906 
he  has  OAvned  his  OAvn  home,  at  Xo.  44  South  First 
street.  On  March  17,  1901,  iMr.  Peed  married 
Posa  Schlegel,  daughter  of  Daniel  Schlegel,  and 
they  haA'e  had  two  children;  P’rancis,  born  Oct.  31, 
1901,  and  P'orrest,  born  Dec.  2,  1905.  Mr.  and 
iMrs.  Peed  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 


Solomon  Peed,  son  of  Leonard,  Avas  born  on  the 
farm  in  Little  iMahanoy  toA\'nship  noAv  owned  and 
occupied  by  his  son  Samuel  S.  Peed,  Avhich  con- 
tains thirty-eight  acres  of  cleared  land  and  some 
woodland.  He  folloAved  farming  during  the  sum- 
mer season,  in  Avinter  finding  plenty  of  Avork  at 
his  trade,  that  of  wheelwright.  He  prospered,  and 
acquired  another  farm  property,  the  tract  of  112 
acres  in  the  Mab.antango  Valley,  about  one  mile 
from  the  Stone  A'allcy  church,  noAv  oAviied  Ijy  Dan- 
iel Schmeltz  and  Isaac  Peitz;  lie  built  the  frame 
house  •Avhich  noAv  stands  on  that  place.  He  toolc 
an  interest  jn  all  local  affairs,  serving  as  supervisor 
and  school  director  of  his  tnwnshiji,  and  as  deacon 
and  elder  of  the  Little  Malianoy  Church,  of  which 
he  was  a Lutheran  member.  In  p<'ditics  he  aa'us 
a Pepublican.  He  died  Aug.  7.  1901,  aged  sev- 
entv-nine  years,  one  montii,  eleven  days,  and  his 
Avife.  Catharine  (Shaffer  i.  daughter  of  Jacob 
Shaffer,  died  Xov.  19,  1895.  aged  seventy  years, 
six  months.  4’hey  had  children  as  folloAvs;  Susan- 
tia  married  Isaac  Peitz;  Isaac,  born  in  1849,  died 
in  the  Mahantango  AMlley  in  1869 ; Alexander 
died  at  the  homestead;  Samuel  S.  is  mentioned 
beloAV ; Hiram  is  a resident  of  Little  Mahanoy; 
Henry  AI.  is  mentioned  beloAv',  Plmma  J.  is  the 
widow  of  naniel  Peitz:  Sarah  married  PI.  B.  Paker. 
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June  16.  ISol,  on  the  farm  in  Little  Mahanoj 
township  whicli  lie  still  oceupies,  this  having  been 
the  property  of  h-is  grandfather,  Leonard  Lied. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  local  schools  and 
was  roared  to  farm  life,  working  for  his  parents 
until  he  attained  thi;  age  of  twenty-seven,  at  which 
time  he  married.  In  1881  he  began  farming  on 
his  own  account  in  Jack.'on  township,  on  the 
place  now  owned  by  John  Daniel,  and  continued 
to  reside  there  for  twenty  years,  farming  the  land 
on  shares  for  his  father-in-law,  Daniel  Kohel.  He 
then  purchased  his  father's  ydace,  owning  seventy- 
two  acres,  forty-five  of  which  have  been  cleared, 
and  has  since  lived  on  the  property.  The  old 
part  of  the  dwelling  was  built  by  Jwmnard  Lied  in 
1833,  and  the  newer  ]iart  by  his  son  Solomon  in 
the  seventies.  The  barn  was  Imilt  by  the  ])resent 
owner  in  1908.  iMr.  Leed  is  an  active  citizen  of 
his  community,  has  served  as  supervisor  of  his 
township,  and  is  at  present  a member  of  the  school 
board,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  the  spring  of 
1910.  He  is  a Lepublican  in  politics  and  a Luth- 
eran in  relfgion,  he  and  his  family  belonging  to 
the  Krelis  (Omreh  at  Mahanoy,  which  he  has 
served  officially  as  deacon  and  elder. 

On  Dec.  '23,  1880,  Mr.  Leed  married  Catha- 
rine Kohel,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Eliza  (Kers- 
tetter)  Kohel.  and  they  have  had  thirteen  children, 
among  whom  were:  Francis  (who  died  aged  twen- 
ty-one years),  Emma  J.  (married  IVilliam  Peifer), 
Daniel,  Charles  (who  is  a blacksmith),  Katie, 
Sallie,  Cora,  Adam,  Lena  .May.  ' 

Hkxi’lV  ^r.  Leed.  sun  of  Solomon  Leed.  was 
born  Sept.  30.  1839.  on  the  farm  in  Little  Ma- 
hanoy townshi])  now  owned  by  his  brother  Sam- 
uel S.  Leed.  He  was  reared  to  farming  from  boy- 
hood, and  at  an  early  age  learned  tlie  trade  of 
wheelwright,  as  well  as  carpentering,  practically 
growing  up  with  a knowledge  of  such  work.  For 
about  one  year  he  worked  as  car]jenter-  for  the 
Philadelphia  & Leadina:  Lailroad  Company,  and 
was  at  one  time  Avheelwright  and  blacksmith  for 
the  William  P.  Zaitman  Lumber  Company.  In 
1882  he  l)egan  farming  on  the  homestead,  con- 
tinuing there  until  1903.  when  he  moved  to  the 
fine  farm  in  Little  IMahanoy  which  he  has  since 
occupied,  and  which  he  purchased  in  August.  190-y 
It  was  formerlv  owned  by  Samuel  Dornsife,  ami 
had  been  iti  the  llornsife  family  for  many  years. 
The  original  tract  owned  bv  the  Dornsifes  was 
nmeh  larger,  however.  IMr.  Leed  having  124  acres, 
some  of  which  is  in  timber.  There  is  e.vcellent 
water,  flowing  near  to  the  house.  IMr.  Leed  is 
an  up-to-date  agriculturist,  and  his  property  is  in 
excellent  condition.  Mr.  heed  is  a thorough  me- 
chanic, and  during  the  winter  montlis  is  employed 
at  such  work.  He  has  taken  considerable  interest 
in  tbe  local  public  welfare,  and  has  served  six 
years  in  succession  as  memlier  of  the  school  boai'd. 


of  wiiich  hu  was  nvasurer  throughout  that  [>eriod. 
lie  is  a he()ul)lican  on  pulitiual  questions. 

lil]-.  Leed  married  Anna  Dornsife,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Ilornsife,  and  five  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union:  Edwin,  who  married  Emma  Shaf- 
fer; David:  Su'^an,  wife  of  Loy  Eyster;  Minnie 
iM.,  and  Henry  J.  The  family  are  Lutherans, 
belonging  to  tlie  Little  Mahanoy  Church,  where 
iMr.  Reed  has  been  deacon  and  elder. 

CEORGE  lY.  3IILLEL.  a prominent  farmer 
and  fruit  grower  of  Shamokin  township,  was  born 
there  April  21,  1837,  upon  the  old  homestead 
taken  up  i)V  his  great-great-grandfather.  The 
311  Her  family  has  long  bemi  estaWished  in  Penn- 
sylvania. George  Dliller,  Sr.,  commonly  called 
‘TLinter  George,''  emigrated  fj'om  Germany  some 
time  during  the  seventeen  hundreds,  and  after 
taking  up  considerable  land  in  what  is  now  Sha- 
mokin township,  Xorthumberland  county,  built  his 
little  log  house  near  the  large  spring  of  water 
on  the  Miller  farm.  In  the  year  of  1792  his  son 
John  Miller  purchased  from  him  this  land,  called 
Pine  Grove,  and  “Hunter  George'’  took  up  some 
land  near  Hamburg,  Berks  Co..  Pa.,  where  he  lived 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  George  (Miller,  Sr., 
derived  his  name  of  “hunter'  from  his  love  of  the 
chase,  as  he  seldom  did  anything  but  hunt,  fish 
and  take  up  lands. 

John  (Miller,  the  son  of  George  ililler,  Sr.,  and 
great-grandfather  of  George  W.  (Miller,  was  born 
in  1739.  In  1783  he  married  Catharine  Laber, 
and  to  them  were  born  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters: George.  David,  Elizabeth  and  Sarah.  He 
died  Feb.  10,  1804,  at  tlie  age  of  forty-five,  his 
wife,  who  survived  him  manv  years,  dying  Aug. 
19,  1834,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  John 
and  Catharine  (Miller  are  buried  in  the  old  Baptist 
graveyard  near  Deiblers  station,  in  Shamokin 
township. 

George  (Miller,  the  oldest  son  of  John  (Miller  and 
grandfather  of  George  IV.  Miller,  was  born  June 
17.  1794,  upon  the  homestead.  He  married  Dec. 
23.  1820.  (Mary  (M.  Startzel,  daugliter  of  George 
and  Elizaheth  Startzel.  and  by  this  marriage  there 
were  twelve  children:  Elizabeth  (deceased),  who 
married  Daniel  Smith ; (.'atharine  (deceased ).  who 
married  Silas  Farrow;  John  J.,  who  died  in  Iowa 
in  1861;  Rosetta,  of  Lutherford.  X.  J.,  who  mar- 
ried Samuel  Lewi.^ ; Amandus  S.,  who  married 
Hannah  J.  Wolveiron  (parents  of  George  IV.  (Mil- 
ler) ; Russia  (deceased),  who  married  Dr.  Aaron 
Savidge;  Julianii  (deceased),  who  married  Lev. 
Ephraim  Barker;  Allison  L..  who  died  in  Illinois 
in  1870;  William  John.son.  of  Springfield.  111.; 
Clai'a  L.  (deceased),  who  married  Dr.  Isaac  Hufl'; 
Emma,  who  married  John  E[der;  and  one  son  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Previous  to  the  construction  of  the  Leading 
Center  turipiike  this  locality  was  imt  developed 
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to  any  extent.  Mr.  Miller  -was  one  of  the  most 
enterprising  men  of  his  day.  After  clearing  his 
land  and  assisting  in  constructing  the  turnpike 
he  moved  from  his  little  log  house  by  the  spring 
into  the.  large  house  he  built  along  the  pike.  lie 
tlien  l)uilt  a large  .stone  barn,  in  1818,  and  when 
the  stage  l)Cgan  running  Mr.  Miller  opened  a 
hotel,  which  he  conducted  in  connection  with  his 
farms  Tintil  tlie  Xorthern  Central  railroad  was 
built.  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  tilled 
a number  of  the  township  offices.  He  died  July 
2I,  1880.  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  yeans, 
his  wife  dying  three  weeks  later.  They  are  bur- 
ied at  the  Blue  Church. 

Amandus  S.  IMiller,  .second  son  of  George  Mil- 
ler and  father  of  George  IV.  Miller,  was  born  upon 
the,  homestead  Sept.  13,  1828,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood.  lie  recei\ed  a common  school  educa- 
tion and  improved  his  opportunities  so  well  that 
in  early  manhood  he  commenced  teaching  in  the 
public  schools,  which  experience  undoubtedly  ac- 
counted for  the  interest  he  always  took  in  the 
cause  of  education.  He  was  an  influential  citizen 
and  highlv  respected,  not  only  foremost  in  busi- 
ness matters  but  looked  up  to  on  various  other 
questions.  He  engaged  in  farming  on  an  extensive 
scale,  cultivating  some  four  hundred  acres.  Al- 
though  he  never  sought  public  office  he  was  con- 
tinuously a member  of  the  Shamokin  Township 
iUutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  and  a.ssessor,  and 
treasurer  of  the  school  board  for  years.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler accumulated  a large  amount  of  property  in 
Shamokin  township  and  bororrgh.  He  died  Feb. 
21,  IhOf),  and  was  widely  mourned.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religious  faith  a 
Lutheran-. 

Amandus  S.  and  Hannah  J.  Miller  are  buried 
in  the  St.  Jacob’s  cemetery,  near  Heeds  station. 
Ten  children  were  born  to  their  marriage;  Florence 
Y.,  who  died  when  twentv-three  years  old ; Ida 
M.,  deceased,  who  married  John  1\I.  Kline ; George 
W. ; Silas  W.,  deceased,  who  married  Maggie  Kase  ; 
Laura  E.,  of  Elysburg,  Pa.,  who  married  W.  H. 
0.  D\'er;  Julia  F.,  of  Shamokin,  Pa.,  who  first 
married  Elsworth  Dyer  (deceased)  and  then  "W. 
F.  J,  iIcKee ; Addison  C.,  of  Sunbur}',  Pa.,  who 
married  Lizzie  Snyder:  John  A.,  deceased;  Cora 
E.,  deceased,  who  married  Elwood  Yocum ; and 
Lulu  V.,  who  married  Harry  E.  Snyder. 

George  AV.  Jliller  was  born  on  the  homestead 
and  brought  up  to  farming  and  received  a common 
school  education.  When  twenty-two  he  entered  the 
academy  at  Lewisburg  and  in  the  spring  of  1879 
he  returned  to  farming,  for  his  grandfather,  and 
in  connection  taught  school  eight  winters  in  Sha- 
mokin township.  Li  July,  1880,  Mr.  Miller's 
grand]>arents  died,  three  weeks  apart,  and  the  fol- 
lowing fall,  on  Sept.  30,  1880,  Mr.  Aliller  mar- 
ried Hosanna  Yastine,  of  Montour  county.  He 


coiUiuued  farming  his  grandfather's  farm,  for 
share  until  the  expiration  of  the  lea.se  in  1881, 
when  he  and  his  brother  Silas  W.  Aliller  pur- 
chased their  grandfather’s  land  and  divided  it 
north  and  south,  George  W.  retaining  the  old 
homestead,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  has 
since  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and 
attention.  He  has  135  acres  of  land  aird  his  place 
is  known  as  one  of  the  finest  along  the  pike.  He 
makes  a specialty  of  fruit  growing,  and  has  mar- 
keted as  many  as  fifteen  hundred  bushels  of  peach- 
es in  a season.  In  1899  he  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  efficiently  filled  that  office  for 
tive  } ears : for  four  years  he  served  as  tax  col- 
lector; and  is  now  filling  the  office  of  overseer  of 
the  poor  for  the  sixth  year.  He  is  a leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Democratic  party  in  his  locality,  and 
in  religion  is  Xt  Lutheran,  a member  of  the  St. 
Jacob’s  (Feed’s)  Church. 

George  AV.  and  Posanna  A".  Aliller  are  the  par- 
ents of  nine  children:  Gus.sie  Alay,  deceased;  Dav- 
id Otto,  deceased ; Florence  A’irginia,  deceased ; 
Until  Ann;  Blanche  Helen;  .John  Ahistine;  .Janet; 
George  Clyde,  and  Pussell  Conwell. 

KUPTZ.  The  Kurtz  family  to  which  J.  U. 
and  Amandus  Kurtz,  brothers,  both  farmers  of 
Turbut  township,  Xorthumberland  county,  belong 
came  to  this  region  from  Xew  .Tersey,  where  the 
former  was  born.  They  are  sons  of  Andrew  Kurtz 
and  grandsons  of  Henry  Kurtz,  who  had  brothers 
.lohn  and  George.  Henry  Kurtz's  children  were; 
Henry  and  AA^iiliam  died  in  Xorthampton  county, 
Pa. ; Jeremiah  died  in  Monroe  county ; Andrew 
is  mentioned  below;  Samuel  died  at  Easton,  Pa.; 
Levi  died  in  •Columbia  counH,  Pa.  ; Amelia  died 
in  infancy;  Charity  died  in  Xorthampton  county. 

Andrew  Kurtz,  son  of  Henry,  moved  to  Ber- 
wick. Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  in  184,2,  and  after  one 
year's  residence  there  moved  (in  1843)  to  Xorth- 
umberland county,  purchasing  a farm  in  East  Chil- 
lisquacjue  township  on  which  he  settled.  He  fol- 
lowed farming,  and  was  also  extensively  engaged 
in  lime  burning,  producing  more  lime  than  any 
other  one  man  in  that  vicinity.  He  became  one 
of  the  foremost  citizens  of  his  community,  filling 
nearly  all  the  township  offices,  and  he  was  a highly 
respected  man,  bolding  the  confidence  of  his  fel- 
lowmen  to  an  unusual  degree.  In  politics  he  was 
a Democrat,  in  religion  a stanch  Lutheran,  as 
was  also  his  wife,'  they  being  memljers  of  the 
church  at  Milton.  AA’hen  the  church  edifice  was 
destroyed  in  the  great  fire  at.  Milton  he  was  one 
of  the  principal  movers  in  the  work  of  rebuilding, 
toward  which  he  contributed  largely.  He  married 
Sarah  E.  Diehl,  who  died  at  their  old  home  in 
April.  1882,  and  he  survived  until  Alarch,  1885. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  only  four 
of  whom,  however,  reached  maturity:  Sophia,  Mrs. 
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John  Fotzer ; J.  U. ; AinaiKliis : aiul  Sarah,  -u  it’e 
of  Abram  Clemens^,  a farmer  of  East  Chilliscmaque 
township. 

J.  U.  Kcrtz  w;\,s  born  in  October,  1840,  in 
linnterdon  county,  A".  J.  His  education  was  ob- 
tained in  the  public  schools  of  Chillis(]uarpie  town- 
ship, which  aO  that  time  were  conducted  for  only 
thi'ee  months  each  year,  during  the  season  when 
the  pupils  were  not  needed  to  assist  with  the  work 
at  home.  IMr.  Kurtz  spent  his  summers  work- 
ing with  his  father  on  the  farm  and  at  lime  burn- 
ing, continuing  thus  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
old.  In  18G1,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil 
war,  he  enlisted  under  Colonel  Stewart  for  three 
months,  at  the  exjiiration  of  which  term  he  re- 
cnlistcd,  for  three  years,  in  Company  A,  6th  Penn- 
sylvania  Peserves.  He  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, on  account  of  disability,  after  twenty-three 
months  of  service.  After  the  close  of  his  service 
he  went  to  'Williamsport.  Pa.,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  for  five  years,  in 
1868  settling  upon  his  present  farm  in  Turbiit 
township,  winch  has  been  his  home  continuously 
for  over  forty  years.  Jt  consists  of  ninety-two 
acres  of  fertile  land,  upon  which  he  erected  a 
house  in  1810  and  a barn  in  1908.  lie  continued 
the  active  work  of  farming  until  1909,  since  when 
he  has  lived  retired,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
early  labors.  Mr.  Kurtz  has  never  taken  any  act- 
ive part  in  public  aifairs,  but  he  was  for  many 
years ’an  interested  member  of  the  Grange,  P.  of 
H.,  in  Turbut  townshi}t,  which  he  long  served  as 
trustee  and  treasurer.  He  is  also  a member  of 
Henry  Wilson  Post,  G.  A.  P.  In  political  mat- 
ters he  is  a Democrat. 

In  1863  IMr.  ICurtz  married  Sarah  E.  Bartoe. 
daughter  of  Paul  and  Pebecca  (Lutz)  Bartoe,  of 
.Columbia  county.  Pa.  The  Bartoe  family  moved 
.to  that  section  from  A’orthampton  county  and  the 
/ Lutz  family  lived  formerly  in  Huntingdon  county, 
> Pa.,  and  still  earlier  in  Berks  county.  Thy  name 
is  also'  found  with  the  spelling  Lotts.  Many  of 
the  family  reside  in  Pending.  To  Dir.  and  Mrs. 
Kurtz  have  been  boni  twelve  children  ; George  DIc- 
Clcllan  married  Ida  Ammon  and  their  cliildren 
are  Leroy,  Martha,  Howard,  Pobeit,  Wilson,- 
George  and  Alice;  William  Andrew  c-ontinires  to 
live  at  home;  Edward  E.  married  Elizabeth  Poyer. 
•of  Lewisbnrg,  and  they  have  children,  Elorence, 
DVarren.  Ethel,  Clarence.  Laviere  and  Oran;  Eliz- 
abeth married  Jolm  Bender,  and  has  four  children. 
Josiah,  Mary,  Sarah  and  Dlildred;  Diargaret  mar- 
ried Calvin  Hoy  and  has  one  son,  Paul ; Ida  mar- 
ried George  Sy|)her  and  has  one  child,  Diav;  Els- 
worth  married  Emma  Gibson;  Harriet  DI.  mar- 
ried Harry  Karchm;r  and  has  one  child,  Clifton ; 
.Mary  Ellen  married  Elijah  Derr  and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Sarali  and  Robert;  Anna  married 
John  Dunkell  and  has  a daughter,  Puth;  Clara 
Jane  married  George  nerkheimer  and  has  one 
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child,  Lister;  Brssio  F.  juarried  Irwin  Pick  and 
has  one  child,  George.  Mr.  Kurtz  and  his  fam- 
ily are  Lutherans,  members  of  the  Follmer  Church, 
in  which  he  has  held  official  ])osition. 

Amaxdus  Kuk'J'Z,  son  of  Andrew  »nd  Sarah  E. 
(Diehl)  Kurtz,  was  born  Jan.  1,  1843,  in  Aiorth- 
ampton  county.  Pa.,  and  was  quite  young  when 
he  came  with  his  parei'ts  to  X'orthumberland  coun- 
ty. He  was  reared  on  the  old  home  farm,  in  his 
boyhood  attending  the  local  schools  and  later  work- 
ing with  his  father,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
he  was  twenty-three  years  old.  He  has  continued 
to  follow  farming  since  he  began  work  on  his 
own  account.  In  18T4  he  bought  the  old  Krist 
farm  of  about  104  acres  in  Thirbut  township,  good 
land  with  excellent  water  facilities,  and  thereon 
he  has  erected  substantial  outbuildings,  his  prop- 
erty being  in  fine,  condition.  The  third  reunion  of 
the  Kurtz  family  was  held  at  his  place  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1909  and  was  a great  success.  The  first 
meeting  was  held  at  the  home  of  Abram  Clemens, 
his  brother-in-law,  and  the  second  at  the  home  of 
his  bother  J.  U.  Kurtz.  Dir.  Kurtz  has  not  only 
become  well  known  in  his  district  as  a good  farmer, 
but  also  as  a progressive  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, having  given  evidence  of  his  sterling  cpiali- 
ties  in  his  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of 
various  public  offices.  DYhile  in  Chillisquaque 
township  he  was  school  director  for  six  years,  and 
he  has  served  in  that  office  for  the  same  period  in 
Turbut  townshi]),  where  he  has  also  acted  as  sup- 
ervisor. In  political  connection  he  is  a Demo- 
crat. and  he  has  been  an  interested  member  of 
tb.e  Grange  for  a number  of  years.  His  church 
connection  is  with  the  Trinity  Lutheran  congrega- 
tion of  Dlilton. 

DIr.  Kurtz  married  Diary  C.  Shade,  daughter 
of  Samuel  II.  Shade,  of  Diontour  county.  Pa.,  and 
they  have  had  a large  family ; Herbert  E.  married 
Lillie  Koser  and  they  are  living  at  Kelly  Cross 
Poads,  Union  Co.,  Pa. ; Andrew  S.  married  Ida 
Stamm  and  their  home  is  in  the  borough  of  Dlil- 
ton; Cora  A.  married  0.  J.  Stocker  and  they  are 
also  residents  of  Dlilton ; Sallie  DL  married  (D.  E. 
Paup ; DIazzie  was  accidentally  killed  when  seven 
months  old;  DIaggie  B.  married  C.  S.  DIurray 
and  is  living  in  Turlutt  township ; Eva  DL  is  at 
home;  Albert,  of  Snnbury.  married  Edith  Pank; 
Jolm  A.  married  Dlaudc  Barber  and  they  live  at 
Seattle.  Ahushington. 

ELIAS  E.  BOWEP,  engaged  in  farming  near 
Dlamlata,  in  Lower  DIahanoy  ton  nship,  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  fourth,  generation  of  his  family  to  live 
in  this  region,  where  his  great-grandfather.  J.  Dlat- 
thias  Bauer,  settled  in  the  latter  pait  of  the 
eiu'hteenth  centurv. 

J.  DIatthias  Bauer  was  a native  of  Berks  county, 
]'*a..  born  near  Peading  Dlarch  6,  1T.'>4.  Tradition 
and  records  ap[iarenrly  relating  to  him  rredit  him 


XORTHUilBEULAXi)  COUXTY,  TEXYSYLVAXIA 


with  service  iii  the  Ile^■olutionan•  war.  Ahoul  Itcmocrat  in  palitics.  lie  is  a tall,  bearded  old 
17y4  ho  eanio  with  hi.s  family  to  Xorthuuiberland  gentleman,  of  pleasing  appearance,  and  well  liked 
county  and  settled  in  that  part  of  Jordan  town-  ^v^all  who  know  him. 

ship  then  still  known  as  Jackson  township,  on  the/  Mr.  Bower  married  Sarah  Phillip.s,  daughter  of 
farm  now  owned  by  Jonathan  M.  Byerly.^  IB?/  Henry  and  Sarah  (Cable)  I’liillips,  granddaughter 
himself  erected  the  first  set  of  buildings  there,l.^f  Jdiann  Adam  Phillips^  Mrs.  Bower  was  born 
having  been  a cai'pcnter.  But  he  took  to  fanning,  JiiTF  lb,  183‘h  She  was  the  mother  of  thirteen 


having  “taken  up"  and  purchased  between  five  hun- 
dred and  six  hundreil  acres  of  land;  133  acres  of 
this  land  have  never  been  out  of  the  family  name 
since  he  t(X>k  it  up.  He  was  a small  man.  indus- 
trious and  energetic,  and  it  is  related  that  he  en- 
joyed a “scrap’’  occasionally.  He  prospered  in  his 
work,  and  was  a useful  member  of  society.  He 
/^ied  l\[ay  1,  1837,  and  is  buried  at  the  Stone  AMl- 
ley  (Zion’s)  Church,  having  been  a member  of 
the  Lutheran  congregation  of  that  church.  J’o- 
litically  he  was  a strong  Democrat.  His”  wife, 
Catharine,  born  Jan.  1,  1760,  died  A’ov.  :?5,  1830, 
and  she  is  also  buried  at  the  Stone  Valley  Church. 
She  boro  him  children  as  follows:  Frederick,  who 
died  in  Indiana  ; Jacob,  who  died  in  Ohio  ; Michael, 
who  died  in  Buffalo  "\'alley,, Pinion  Co.,  Pa.  ; Sam- 
uel; Elizabeth,  Iilrs.  Honrv'  IVitmer ; and  another 
daughCel'  who  married  Samuel  Wolf,  and  they  set- 
tled in  Buffalo  Valley,  Pennsylvania. 

Samuel  Bower,  son  of  J.  Matthias,  was  born 
in  Berks  county,  March  11.  1790,  and  was  a mere 
child  when  hi.s  parents  came  to  Xorthumberland 
county.  Pa.  He  died  Sept.  I’l,  1807.  By  his  first 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Bitterman,  lie  bad 
one  son  rVaron,  who  lived  in  Illinois.  For  his 
second  wife  he  married  Catharine  Witmer,  daugh- 
ter of  Matthias  Witmer,  of  Lower  IMahanoy  town- 
ship. She  was  born  Feb.  I'J,  1795,  and  died  Sept. 
13,  1873.  By  this  union  there  were  two  children: 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Carl  Pothermel;  and 
I^ias  W. 

■“Hbras  W.  Bower,  son  of._Sanuiel,  is  now  a retired 
farmer  of  Jordan  township,  where  he  was  born 
May  3,  1832.  He  attended  the  old  subscription 
schools  of  his  day  for  terms  of  two  or  three  months, 
and  worked  for  his  parents.  He  was  married 
early,  Aug.  20,  18-70,  and  the  second  vear  of  his 
marriage  began  as  a tenant  on  his  father's  farm, 
farming  with  and  for  him  many  years.  - When 
Samuel  Bower  died  Elias  W.  purcliased  the  home- 
stead, which  he  continued  to  farm  until  his  I’e- 
tirement,  in  1896.  He  now  lives  in  a hou.-e  near 
the  homestead  buildings.  His  farm  consists  of 
13 J acres,  120  acres  of  which  are  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  himself  erected  nearl\  all  the  buildings 
on  the  farm,  as  well  as  part  of  the  hou.se  where 
he  lived.  In  August,  1897,  his  barn  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  with  the  season's  crops,  causing  a heavy 
loss,  only  partly  covered  by  insuiance.  Mr.  Bower 
has  been  a busy  man.  and  a successful  one,  and 
his  integrity  and  trustworthiness  have  been  recog- 
nized by  his  neighbors,  who  have  chosen  him  to 
serve  as  supervisor  ami  =cliool  director.  He  is  a 


cliildren:  Harriet  is  the  widow  of  Samuel  Bohner ; 
Elizabeth  married  William  Wert;  Levi  is  deceased  : 
Calen  lives  in  Jordan  township  (his  wife  Lizzie- 
J.,  born  Oct.  6,  ISdO,  died  iMarch  3b,  1890)  ; Sus- 
anna married  .Daniel  Schlegel ; James  M.,  born 
July  30,  1859,  was  accidentally  killed  July  30,. 
1886 ; Morris  is  a resident  of  lioyalton.  Pa. ; Sivil- 
la  married  Michael  Hepner ; Cyrus  is  married  and 
lives  in  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Samuel  is  married  and 
lives  in  Jordan  township;  Elias  E.  is  mentioned 
below;  Mary  married  Jeremiah  Miller;  Henry  is 
a resident  of  Jordan  township.  Mr.  Bower  and 
his  family  are  Lutheran  members  of  the-Llrban 
(St.  Paul’s)  Church,  and  he  has  given  faithful 
service  in  all  the  official  positions. 

Elias  E.  Bower  was  born  IMay  20,  1869,  and 
grew  up  as  a typical  farm  i)oy.  He  has  continued 
to  farm  all  his  life.  For  eight  years  he  hired  out 
among  farmers  in  Jordan  and  Lower  iMahanoy 
townships,  and  began  farming  for  himself  in  the- 
spring  of  1897,  in  Jordan  towm-hip,  where  he  was 
located  for  seven  years — two  years  on  Elias  Boy- 
er's farii}  and  five  years  on  his  father's  140-acre 
farm.  He  then  farmed  the  Gabriel  Adam  farm, 
in  Lower  Mahanoy,  for  two  years,  thence  moving 
to  the  Mahantango  A'alley,  where  he  purchased  a 
116-acre  tract  which  he  cultivated  two  years.  Sell- 
ing that  place,  he  farmed  the  Mary  Adams  place 
for  one  year,  and  then  moved  back  to  the  Serenus 
Hepner  farm  for  two  years,  from  there  coming 
to  his  present  place  in  the  spring  of  1909.  The 
farm  he  now  owns  consists  of  156  acres,  and  was 
the  Jacob  Still  place,  Henry  Peifer  owning  it  be- 
fore his  day.  It  was  located  a (piarter  of  a mile- 
north  of  Mandata. 

In  March,  1896,  Mr.  Bower  married  Alice  AI. 
Wetzel,  (laughter  of  Daniel  and  nebecca  (Gla.se) 
AVetzel,  and  by  this  union  there  are  three  children  : 
Alonroe  L..  William  B.  and  Aland  K.  Air.  Bower 
and  his  family  are  Lutherans  in  religion,  and  on 
[wlitical  questions  he  is  a Democrat. 

-’William  F.  Bower,  of  Herndon.  Pa.,  is  a native 
of  .Jackson  township,  born  .Tan.  23.  1858.  son  of 
•Jacob  Bower.  His  grandfather.  .Jacob  Bower,  was 
one  of  the  sons  of  J.i  Matthias  Bauer,  mentioned 
abo\e,  and  was  a.  native  of  Berks  or  Alontgomery 
county,  coming  to  Xorthumbci-land  county  in 
early  life.  He  located  in  udiat  was  tiicn  Alahanoy 
township,  and  bec-ame  a prosperous  farmer,  owr.- 
ing  several  tracts  of  land.  In  about  1835  he- 
moved  to  Ohio,  in  the  vicinity  of  .Akron,  where- 
he  lived  until  his  dc-'ith.  His  wife  would  not  ac- 
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oompapy  liim  to  Ohio,  remaining  in  Xoitliuniber- 
land  county,  where  she  died.  She  is  buried  at  the 
Stone  Valley  Church,  in  Ijower  Mahauoy  township.' 
Their  children  were:  Henry,  who  lived  in  Illinois; 
Michael,  born  Sept.  1'3,  1813,  who  died  Jan.  39, 
1890,  in  Jackson  township  (liis  wife,  Leah,  born 
Sept.  15,  1815,  (lied  i\Iarch  30,  1ST5)  ; and  dacob. 

^acob  Bower,  son  of  Jacob,  was  Ixrrn  in  Lower 
Xorthuniberland  county.  Pa.,  in  1817,  and  died 
near  Herndon  in  1903,  aged  eighty-four  years, 
nine  months.  He  is  buried  at  Mahanoy  Church. 
He  was  a farmer  in  Jackson  township,  owning 
a ,300-acre  tract  on  which  he  lived  fron\^  ISJS; 
The  farm  is  iiow  owned  by  Isaac.  Tressler,‘'a  sdn-' 
in-law.  Mr.  BoweFheld  local  offices,  and  was  a 
prominent  citizen.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Haas,  died  in  1801.  They  had  five  children: 
Cyrus  ; AVilhelmiiia,  who  married  Isaac  Tres.sler,  a 
fanner  ..of  ^icp;on  township;  Mary,  who  is  un- 
married; A.  Clinton,  of  Shamokin ; and  William  F. 

IVilliam  F.  Bower  was  reared  to  farm  life.  His 
home  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mahanoy  creek, 
and  he  was  educated  in  the  local  public  school. 
When  twenty-two  years  old  he  Avas  licensed  to 
teach  public  school,  and  in  1881  he  began  teach- 
ing in  Jackson  toAvnship,  being  thus-  engaged  four 
terms.  He  then  clerked  in  the  store,  and  in  1884 
began  farming  in  Jackson  township,  following  that 
work  three  years.  In  1887  he  came  to  Herndon, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  lie  started  the  first 
livery  in  the  town,  keeping  three  or  four  horses 
busy.  He  is  a substantial  citizen,  and  his  public 
services  have  made  him  one  of  the  best  known  men 
in  the  vicinity.  When  the  borough  of  Herndon 
Avas  incorporated,  in  1903,  iMr.  Bower  was  elected 
to  the  council  and  has  ever  since  been  a memljer 
of  that  body  Avith  the  exception  of  one  year.  He 
is  noAv  the  jiresident  of  the  council.  He  Avas  at 
one  time  auditor  of  Jackson  toAvnship.  He  is  a 
Democrat,  and  has  been  committeeman  of  his  party. 

On  i\fay  34,  1881,  he  married  Susan  Deppen, 
daughter  of  John  and  Catharine  (Lantz)  Deppen, 
and  they  have  had  two  children : Katie,  Avho  is 
a graduate  of  the  Herndon  schools,  and  has  taught 
school  a inindAcr  of  terms;  and  Walter,  Avho  is 
still  a student.  i\Ir.  BoAver  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Heformed  Church. 

MATTEBX.  The  Matterns  of  LTpper  MahamAv 
township,  Xortlunubcrland  county,  represent  one 
branch  of  a family  tliat  settled  in  the  adjoining 
township  of  Eld  red,  in  Schuylkill  county,  in  an 
early  day,  and  they  and  other  Matterns  of  east- 
ern Penn.sylvania  are  descended  from  our'  Peter 
Mattern,  avIio  in  179<i  was  a resident  of  Berks 
county.  Pa.  In  1803  he  lived  in  Upper  IMahan- 
tango  toAvnsbip,  then  a part  of  Berks  county  luit 
since  1804  embraced  in  the  Territory  of  Schuyl- 
kill county.  He  Avas  a farmer  by  occupation. 
Among  his  children  Avere  sons  Ptder,  .Tr.,  and 
58 


Inmiel,  the  line  in  Avhich  Ave  are  interested  being 
the  posterity  of  the  latter.  The  Matterns  of  Berks 
county  are  descendants  of  Peter  Mattern,  William 
J.  A.  Mattern,  chief  clerk  for  the  commissioners 
of  Berks  county,  tracing  his  line  through  the  son 
Daniel  also. 

Daniel  Mattern  came  from.  Upper  Mahautango 
township  to  Eld  red  ioAvnship  before  1800,  Avhen 
tlie-  region  Avas  all  covered  Avith  forest,  and  took 
up  a tract  of  IGO  acres  Avhich  he  cleared.  Tins  i'S 
noAv  the  farm  of  George  Maurer.  He  built  a 
log  house  and  a log  barn,  the  first  buildings  to  be 
erected  _.  upon^  the  property,.,  in,  ^th(?,.(2Avncrship  of 
Avhich'  he  Avas'  succ'eede'ir  by'  Ids  son  I'anicl.  lie 
married  I’osina  Schollcnberger.  also  of  Berks  coun- 
ty, and  they  had  children  as  folloAvs : David  set- 
tled in  Schuylkill  county,  Avhere  he  died ; Polly 
married  Jacob'  Lubold  and  both  are  deceased; 
Joseph  lived  in  the  viciiuty  of  Lenhartsville,  Pa.; 
Xathan  is  mentioned  beloAv ; Susanna  married 
George  XeisAvender;  Elias,  noAv  (1910)  eighty-four 
years  old,  IIa'CS  in  Schuylkill  county;  Frank  lived 
and  died  in  Schuylkill  county ; Daniel  is  men- 
tioned below. 

Daniel  Mattern,  son  of  Daniel,  Avas  born  in 
Eldred  township,  Schuylkill  county,  Avas  reared 
there,  and  folloAved  farming  in  his  native  toAvn- 
ship  until  a feAv  years  before  bis  death.  He  oAvned 
a tract  of  160  acres.  He  then  retired  and  moved 
to  AsMand,  Avhere  he  lived  Avitli  one  of  his  sons, 
and  Avhere  he  died  Avhen  al)out  seventy-six  years 
old.  He  is  buried  at  Kohler's  Ghurch,  in  Schuyl- 
kill county,  ilr.  iMattern  Avas  a tall  man  and  Aveli 
built.  He  married  Ijydia  Diehl,  daughter  of  Mich- 
ael Diehl,  and  they  had  children  as  folloAvs : Amos; 
Samuel,  Avho  Avas  a rover,  ncAcr  making  a perma- 
nent settlement;  Daniel.  avIio  died  in  his  .sixteenth 
year;  Michael,  Avho  never  married;  and  Solomon, 
born  July  38,  1853,  Avho  died  unmarried  Oct.  3, 
1891,  at  the  home  of  his  brother  Amos. 

Avtos  Matteux,  son  of  Daniel,  Avas  l)orn  May 
13,  1845,  in  Eldred  toAvnship,  Schuylkill  county, 
and  there  lived  until  Avithin  a foAV  months  of  his 
majority,  meantime  receiving  his  education  in  the 
h'cal  puldie  scho(ds.  He  has  since  lived  in  U])per 
IMahanoy  toAvnship.  Xorthuud.)erland  county,  en- 
gaged in  farming,  in  Avhich  he  has  been  very  .suc- 
cessful. For  thirty-three  years  he  OAvned  ami  lived 
upon  a tract  of  1 U'  acres  iit  the  northern  part  of 
the  toAvnship,  in  the  spring  of  1909  moving  to 
his  present  home,  near  Leek  Kill.  Tliere  he  has 
a tAvelve-acre  tract  i'  ing  along  the  main  road  from 
Herndon  to  iMinersA  ille.  ^Ir.  iMattern  has  been 
a public  spirited  citizen,  and  has  sei’vt'd  as  school 
director  and  for  six  years  as  .supervisor  of  L'pper 
Mahanoy  toAvnship,  Avhere  he  is  regarded  Avitli  re- 
spect by  all  Avho  knoAV  him. 

On  Aug.  7,  1869,  IMr.  Slattern  married  Amelia 
Herb,  Avho  was  born  Oct.  19,  1847,  daughter  of 
Daniel  Herb,  and  died  ,\ug.  1,  1890.  Seven  cbil- 
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(Irt'Ji  wei'c  born  1m  this  union;  James,  who  lives 
in  Philadelphia;  Felix  D. ; 'William  H..  of  Sehuvl- 
kill  county;  Fldward  IT.,  who  died  in  infancv; 
Lizzie,  wife  of  A.  Jackson  Prosius:  .Monroe,  of 
Upper  IMahanoy  towii'^hip  (his  wife,  Sylvia  8..  died 
Sept.  ’29,  1901,  aged  twenty-two  years,  five  month.s, 
twenty-four  days)  ; and  Charles  D.,  of  Shamokin. 
In  1891  Mr.  l\iattern  married  (second)  Catharine 
Cevilla  Iliirnherger,  daughter  of  Coorge  "W.  and 
Caroline  ( Sehankweiler ) 'Hornherger,  of  U]>per 
IMahanoy  townshij).  and  granddaughter  of  George 
Hornherger.  'I'here  is  one  son  lyv  this  marriage. 
George  Calvin,  who  was  educated  in  the  puhlic 
schools  and  at  Hepler's  select  school  and  liegan 
teaching  ])uhlic  school  in  the  fall  of  1909,  l)eitig 
at  present  engagetl  in  U])per  i\[ahanov  township. 
IMr.  Mattern  and  his  family  are  Lutherans  in  re- 
ligious connection.  In  politics  he  is  a Democrat. 

FEt.tx  D.v.x'iEr.  M.vtterx.  son  of  Amos,  was  Imrn 
IMarch  2d,  1872,  in  Upper  Mahanoy  townshij). 
where  he  is  now  engaged  in  farming.  He  was 
reared  to  that  occupation,  and  meantime  received 
his  education  in  the  local  jntlilic  schools.  In  the 
spring  of  1897  h.c  commenced  farming  on  his  own 
account  in  his  native  township,  renting  for  several 
years  before  he  felt  justified  in  buying  farm  land. 
In  1!)02  he  came  to  the  120-acre  propertv  he  has 
ever  since  cultivated,  ami  which  was  formerly  a 
Geist  homestead.  He  has  made  a number  of  im- 
jtrovements  on  the*j)lace.  has  a full  line  of  modern 
farm  implements  to  facilitate  his  work,  and  has 
had  encouraging  success  in  the  production  of  his 
crops  as  well  as  their  disposal,  attending  tiie  Sha- 
mokin markets.  He  is  an  intelligent  and  active 
citizen,  and  has  served  eight  years  as  overseer  of 
the  poor  in  his  district.  Fie  has  been  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  Democratic  party  from  a 
political  standpoint,  and  has  twice  served  as  elec- 
tion judge  in  his  jtrecinct.  ' 

■On  Dec.  21,  ISO.-),  Mr.  Mattern  married  Clara 
Ida  Gei=t,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Polly  (Latsha  ) 
Geist,  of  Upper  IMahanoy  township,  and  they  arc 
the  parents  of  three  sons;  Jesse  L.,  Willard  "W. 
and  Guy  D.  Mr.  and  ^Irs.  iMattern  are  Lutheran 
members  of  the  Ilimmel  Church,  which  he  former- 
ly served  as  deacon. 


X'athan  iMattern.  son  of  Daniel  and  Posina 
(Schollenberger)  Mattern.  was  born  Jan.  27.  I.s2f!. 
in  Eldred  township,  on  his  father’s  farm,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
carpenter  and  followed  it  in  his  earlier  year-^,  later 
becoming  a farmer  in  Upjx-r  Mahanoy  township, 
X'orthund)erland  county,  on  the  farm  where  his 
son  Aaron  now  lives.  He  owned  this  ])lace,  con- 
sisting of  sonm  sixty  acres,  as  well  as  the  .•^eventy- 
five-acre  tract  now  occupied  by  his  son  .Jeremiah, 
in  the  same  township.  lie  was  a well  known  resi- 
dent of  that  section,  a Lutheran  member  of  How- 
orter's  (St.  Jacob".')  ('huich  and  chorister  for 


mariv  years;  he  sang  at  many  funerals  in  the 
neighborhood.  Mr.  Mattern  died  May  2").  1907, 
aged  over  eighty-four  years,  and  is  buried  at 
liowerter’s  Church.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Ftiehl), 
daughter  of  Johannes  Diehl,  was  Ixrrn  Dee.  19, 
1819,  and  died  April  lo,  ISSl;  she,  too.  is  l)uried 
at  St.  .Jacob's  Church.  iMr.  and  iMrs.  IMattern  had 
children  as  follows;  Jeremiah;  Joel,  who  has  a 
family  of  five  children;  Aaron,  who  has  a family 
of  seven;  X"athan.  who  has  six  children;  Enoch, 
who  is  the  father  of  ten  children;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  Abraham  Drown  and  has  three  children; 
Sarah,  who  died  in  girlhood;  .John,  rvho  died  in 
infancy;  and  Lvdia.  who  died  unmarried. 

jEitEiri.ur  lM.\TTEt!X',  son  of  X^athan.  was  born 
X'ov.  2,  1819,  on  his  father's  homestead  in  C'i)per 
IMahanoy  township.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
but  he  possesses  an  unusual  amount  of  mechanical 
ingenuity  and  has  learned  several  trades  without 
serving  a regular  apj»renticeship  at  any.  His  suc- 
cess as  a well  driller  and  thresher  is  well  known 
all  over  this  section,  and  he  has  established  an 
extensive  business  in  the  latter  line,  l)cing  very 
busy  during  the  season.  He  was' the  first  man  to 
l)ring  a steam  threshing  apparatus  into  Upper 
3Iahanoy  and  the  surrounding  territory,  in  1S81, 
when  farmers  were  still  j)ossessed  with  the  fear 
that  their  huitdings  wouhl  he  in  danger  of  being 
set  afire  if  they  allowed  such  an  outfit  on  the 
ju'emises.  It  was  at  this  time,  also,  that  he  jmr- 
chased  the  stationary  sawmill  he  still  operates, 
and  he  does  sawing  as  well  as  threshing  for  many 
of  his  jratrons  on  their  own  premises.  The  lumlrer 
he  saws  for  himself  he  .sells  to  the  coal  mining 
town.  He  works  one  tract  of  his  land  in  j)artner- 
shi]")  with  his  sons,  his  son  Charles  living  on  the 
farm,  which  now  comj)ri.ses  18-)  acres.  There 
were  originally  227  acres  in  the  proi)erty,  but 
IMr.  Mattern  sold  ]>art  of  it.  He  owns  aimther 
farm  in  the  same  township,  the  jrlacC  where  he 
resides,  d’he  house  in  which  he  lives  has  been 
greatly  remodeled  since  it  came  into  his  j»ossession. 
and  tlie  l)arn.  though  in  excellent  comlition.  has 
stood  for  many  years,  having  heen -built  by  his 
father  in  1872.  He  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
men  in  his  vicinity,  and  has  bee'n  prominent  in 
jniblic  as  well  as  in  business  affairs,  has  served 
two  years  as  supervisor,  and  is  at  present  tax  col- 
lector. In  ))olitical  faith  he  is  a Democrat. 

In  ISF.")  IMr.  Mattern  married  Catharine  Peed, 
daughter  of  David  and  Sarah  ( Falck)  Peed,  and 
fourteen  children  have  been  born  to  this  union; 
Emma  J.  married  M'illiam  IMattern,  and  they  live 
over  the  line  in  Schuylkill  county,  on  j>ropert\  ad- 
joining her  fatiu'r's ; Sai'ah  E.  died  when  eighteen 
years  old  ; Daniel  H.  married  X”ora  Klock  and 
thev  live  in  Shamokin;  David  died  when  just  one 
year  old;  IMary  C.  mai-ried  IMoni-oe  Mattern  and 
they  live  in  U[>per  iMah.anoy  townshij);  Charles 
F.,  who  lives  on  one  of  his  father’s  farms  in 
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U])i)er  Malianov  townsliii'.  iiian-ied  Cecelia  Sny- 
der; l\osa  C.  married  Harvev  Snyder  and  they  live 
in  Upper  IMahanoy ; Edward.  Katie  S.,  Minnie 
L.  and  William  (•).  are  at  home;  one  daughter 
died  in  inraiiev;  Fhueiiee  L.  and  Lizzie  E.  are 
at  home.  Mr.  Mattern  and  his  family  wnr.'^hip 
at  St.  Jacob's  ('hurch.  of  which  he  has  been  a 
prominent  member,  having  formerly  served  as 
rleacon  and  at  present  holding  the  ofHee  of  trustee. 

DAVID  L.  DiA\'ITT.  late' of  Lower  Augusta 
township,  Xortimmherland  county,  lived  and 
farmed  for  manv  years  on  the  place  now  occupied 
by  his  widow  and  soji  Henry  C'.  DelVitt,  and  was 
a much  esteemed  citizen  of  the  community.  He 
was  born  in  August.  184-1.  son  of  Jacob  DeWitt, 
and  gramLon  of  William  DcAVitt,  whose  father 
was  Abraham  DeWitt. 

William  DeWitt.  horn  in  1798,  died  in  1870. 
He  was  a pioneer  of  laiwer  Augusta  townsliip, 
where  he  followed  fanning,  owning  the  property 
now  belonging  t<i  Jackson  iM.  Engle.  He  was  twice 
married,  Ids  second  union  being  with  Pllizaheth 
(Betzy)  Tressler,  who  was  horn  in  ISOG  and  died 
in  1870.  They  are  huided  at  the  Mountain  Pres- 
hytei'ian  Church.  The  following  children  were 
born  of  the  secoml  marriage;  Jacob  is  mentioned 
below;  Isaac,  born  June  11.  IS'23,  died  Jan.  20. 
190f),  married  Elizabeth  Krissinger  (born  IMarch 
11,  1824,  died  Dec.  11,  190.5)  and  they  lived  in 
the  Hollowing  Pun  section  in  JiOwer  Augusta 
township ; William  M'.  manded  (first)  Mary  Ann 
Latsba,  ami  (second)  Elizabeth  Bowersox,  and 
lived  in  the  Hollowing  Hun  district  amt  at  Hern- 
don before  moving  to  his  present  home,  in  Biver- 
side,  this  county ; Moses,  who  was  married  and 
lived  in  Lower  Auggsta,  died  Feb.  27,  1881,  aged 
forty-six  years,  six  months,  eight  days;  Paul  mar- 
ried Abigail  Shipman  and  they  lived  near  Au- 
gustaville;  Abraham  married  Sarah  Benn,  and 
they  lived  in  Boyle's  Hun,  in  Lower  Augusta  town- 
ship; Matthew  lived  in  Rockefeller  (originally 
Lower  Augusta ) township. 

Jacob  DeWitt.  son  of  William,  was  a black- 
smith by  trade  and  occupation.  He  lived  at 
Patricksburg,  in  Imwer.  Augusta  township,  where 
he  owned  his  home  and  a small  tract  of  land,  arnl 
<lied  Oct.  14,  188!).  aged  sixty-nine  years,  six 
months,  twenty-four  days.  A Preshyteidan  in  re- 
ligion, he  belonged  to  the  Mountain  Church  in 
Lower  Augusta.  He  married  Alary  Clark,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Clai'k.  and  to  them  were  horn  these 
children;  David  1,.,  Elmira  (wife  of  Albert  Con- 
rad and  living  at  Heading.  Pa.)  and  C.  William. 
The  last  named,  i)oni  duly  22,  1850.  lives  in 
T/OWi>r  Augusta  township;  he  married  Malinda 
DeWitt,  daughter  of  William  W.  and  Mar\'  Ann 
(Latsha)  DeWitt.  and  they  have  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  but  threi'  survive,  Daniel.  Flaw 
aud  Rosa. 


David  L.  DeWitt  learned  his  fathers  trade, 
blacksmi thing,  hut  a few  years  after  his  marriage 
settled  down  to  farming  on  the  place  in  Lower 
Augusta  where  his  widow  continues  to  make  her 
home.  This  was  in  1878.  The  farm  contains  tifty- 
live  acres,  which  at  one  time  belonged  to  John 
Snyder,  who  also  owned  land  now  in  the  possession 
of  Harry  E.  G.  Xey,  adjoining.  Mr.  DeWitt  was 
a thrifty  man  and  made  a good  living  off  this  place, 
and  that  he  was  trusted  by  his  felloyv  citizens  is 
shown  in  his  long  service  on  the  scliool  board,  of 
which  he  was  also  secretary.  In  politics  he  was 
originally  a Democrat,  after  the  Civil  war  period 
su{)portiug  the  Hepuidican  ]iartv.  He  served  sev- 
eral years  in  the  Civil  war.  In  religion  he  was  a 
devout  Methodist,  active  in  church  life,  serving 
many  years  as  class-leader  and  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school,  in  fact  he  was  one  of  the  pillars 
of  the  church.  He  died  in  May,  1897,  aged  fiffv- 
two  years,  nine  months,  nine  days,  and  is  liuried 
at  the  Mountain  Presbyterian  Church. 

On  Dec.  27,  18()8,  Mr.  DeWitt  married  Susan 
Snyder,  daughter  of  John  and  Martha  (Xovinger) 
Snyder,  of  Lower  Augusta  township,  the  latter 
of  whom  came  to  this  region  from  Berrysburg, 
Dau])hin  Co.,  Pa.  Five  children  were  born  to 
this  union;  John  .1.,  who  lives  in  Lower  Augusta 
townshi)).  married  Hannah  Badel.  and  their  chil- 
dren are  Violet  E.  and  Catharine  IM. ; Henrietta 
married  Charles  L.  Culp,  of  Bockefeller  township, 
and  they  have  one  son,  Alliert  D. ; Mary  A.  mar- 
ried Timothy  E.  DeWitt.  of  Sunbury,  and  they 
have  had  four  children.  Bussell  E.,  i.ena  A.  (who 
died  in  infancy),  Evylin  A.  and  Grace  A.;  George 
G.  died  when  two  and  a half  years  old;  Henry 
C.  is  now  farming  the  home  place  for  his  mother 
and  lives  there.  The  last  named  was  married 
Feb.  10.  1902,  to  Mary  IVetzel,  daughter  of  Isaac 
Wetzel,  of  Lower  Augusta  township,  ami  they 
have  three  children,  Ralph  W.,  Sal  lie  and  Hazel  I. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  C.  DeWitt  are  IMethodists 
in  religious  connection. 


William  W.  DeWitt,  son  of  William  DeWitt,  was 
liorn  IMay  11,  1828,  in  Lower  Augusta  township, 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  J.  M.  Engle.  There 
he  lived  until  he  was  about  eighteen  years  old, 
after  which  he  learned  the  trade  of  miller  at 
Dornsife.  For  'jome  time  afterward  he  worked  in 
the  upper  end  of  the  MahantaiiLm  Valley,  an<l  also 
at  Boalslmrg  in  Centre  countv,  in  185(!  returning 
to  Lower  Augusta  township,  Xorthumberland 
county,  where  he  purchased  what  is  stilt  known  as 
the  DeWitt  mill  property,  now  owned  and  operated 
by  his  eldest  s<in.  Daniel  L.  DeWitt,  it  having  re- 
mained in  the  family  continuously  since. 
William  W.  DeWitt  ojrerated  this  mill  for  thirty 
vears,  from  1850  to  1880,  and  cstalilished  the 
business  on  a most  substantial  basis.  He  then 
moved  to  Augusta\ ille,  whence  after  a few  years 
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he  moved  to  Ilerndou^  and  from  there  ia  18!)7  to 
Eiverside,  his  present  liome.  He  has  lived  retired 
since  he  gave  up  the  operation  of  the  mill.  While 
living  at  Augti.'^taville  he  served  a five-years  term 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  previously  he  had  been 
school  director  of  his  district  for  a number  of 
years.  He  has  also  been  very  active  in  church  work, 
he  and  his  family  being  members  of  St.  Peter’s 
Xew  Lutheran  Church,  in  Hollowing  Eun.  which 
he  has  served  as  deacon,  elder,  trustee  and  Sunday 
school  superintendent.  In  politics  he  is  a Demo- 
crat. 

Mr.  DeVitfs  first  wife,  Mary  Ann  (Latsha), 
daughter  of  hlenry  Latsha,  died  July  4,  1894, 
aged  sixty-tlu’ce  years,  one  month,  nineteen  days, 
the  mother  of  nine  children : Malinda,  Louisa, 
Daniel  L.,  iMiranda  (born  in  18G0,  died  in  1881), 
Eichard,  Katurah,  Thamer,  Lizzie  and  William. 
In  1897  IMr.  DeWitt  married  (second)  Elizabeth 
Bowersox.  Xo  children  have  been  horn  to  this 
union. 

Daxiicl  L.  DeWitt,  son  of  William  W. 
DeWitt,  was  born  July  18, -1856,  in  .the  old  log 
cabin  at  DeWitt’s  IMill,  in  Hollowing  Eun,  and  he 
has  spent  all  his  life  at  that  place.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  local  common  schools, 
and  later  ho  attended  the  IMissionarv  Institute  at 
Selin.«grove.  “When  eighteen  years  old  he  entered 
the  mill,  and  from  that  time  until  his  father’s 
retirement  assisted  him,  learning  the  business 
thorougldy.  both  manufacturing  and  management. 
In  188G  he  became  owner  and  {)roprietor  of  this 
famous  establishment,  which  has  been  a milling 
property  ever  since  the  development  of  the  section 
began.  It  was  originally  built  about  178-5,  the 
first  mill  in  the  Lower  Augusta  region  or  anywhere 
in  this  section,  pioneer  settlers  from  a wide  terri- 
tory bringing  their  grain  to  be  ground.  The  origin- 
al building  still  stands,  but  new  gearing  has  been 
put  in  several  times.  It  is  a landmark  in  the  com- 
munity. Henry  Masser  owned  it  for  some  time, 
and  Jonathan  Harman  succeeded  him,  the  De- 
Witts  having  owned  it  since  Mr.  Harman's  time. 
A forty-acre  tract  of  . land  is  connected  Avith  the 
mill  property,  and  Mr.  DeWitt  has  this  farm  under 
excellent  and  profitable  cultivation.  He  has  served 
as  supervisor  of  his  toAvnship,  and  for  many  years 
as  deacon  of  the  Xew  Lutheran  Church,  of  which 
he  and  his  family  are  members.  In  |)olitics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  A man  of  pleasant  and  genial  dispo- 
sition. he  i-  a good  companion  and  an  intelligent, 
entertaining  conversationalist. 

On  April  10,  1881,  l\rr.  DeWitt  married  Thamer 
E.  Bloom,  daughter  of  .lohn  and  Matilda  (Ship- 
man)  Bloom,  of  Eockefellcr  township,  and  they 
have  four  children;  Fannie,  Grover  C.,  George  F. 
and  Mary  iM. 

LEITZEL.  The  Leitzel  family  of  lower  Xorth- 
umherland  county  are  tlie  posterity  of  Godfried 


Tjoitzel,  A\ho  came  hither  from  Berks  county.  Pa., 
and  the  earliest  record  we  have  of  any  of  the 
name  in  Pennsylvania  concerns  one  Johann  Wolf- 
gang Leitzel,  who  was  one  of  the  'flG  pa.ssengers 
on  the  ship  “Peggy,’’  and  Cjualified  Sept.  24,  1753. 
He  was  thirty  years  old  at  that  time.  [Pennsyl- 
vania Archive.s,  Yol.  X\TI,  pages  399-401, 
Switzerland.] 

Godfried  Leitzel,  born  Xov.  8,  1770,  came  from 
Berks  county  to  Xorthumherland  county  Avhen  a 
young  man,  locating  in  what  was  then  known  as 
Mahanoy  township,  where  he  married  Magdalena 
Wagner,  liorn  March  25,  17G9.  He  was  a farmer, 
and  uas  the  first  to  obtain  a warrant  from  the 
State  for  the  300-aere  tract  he  owned  in  what  is 
now  .Jordan  township.  Stock  raising,  however, 
was  the  industry  in  which  he  took  the  greatest 
interest,  and  he  prided  himself  on  keeping  strong, 
valuable  cattle,  having  big,  fine  horses,  as  many  as 
fifty  sheep  at  a time,  and  a number  of  cows.  He 
died  Xov.  1,  1848,  his  wife  Jan.  6,  1840,  and 
they  are  buried  at  the  Hebe  Church,  in  .Jordan 
township.  Their  children  Avere  as  folloAv s ; (1) 

Samuel,  who  lived  and  died  at  ITiiontoAvn,  Avas 
tAvice  married,  the  children  of  his  first  union  be- 
ing IVilliam,  Elizabeth,  Jloses,  Catharine  and 
Solomon.  By  his  second  marriage  there  Avere 
Henry,  .Julian,  Ijvdia  and  Sarah.  (2)  George, 
born  Dec.  19,  1793,  died  Jan.  7,  1815.  He  Avas 
a soldier  in  the  Avar  of  1812,  and  though  a strong 
young  man  died  of  disea.se  contracted  during  his 
service.  (3)  Elias,  born  Dec.  24,  1799.  died  un- 
married Xov.  15,  183G,  and  is  buried  at  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Mahanoy.  He  Avas  a stonemason,  and 
helped  to  put  up  the  first  stone  building 
in  Pottsville.  (4)  .Jacob  Avas  droAvned  in  the 
Susquehanna  river  at  Danville.  He  Avas  unmar- 
ried. (5)  Benjamin  is  mentioned  beloAV.  (61 
William  married  and  moved  from  this  region.  (7) 
Lydia  married  Samuel  Beis.'jel.  (8)  Sophia  mar- 
ried .Jolm  Heckert.  (9)  Betzy  married  David 
Malich.  (10)  Helena  (Lehna),  born  in  1808,  died 
in  1809.'  ^ 

Godfried  I.,eitzel  had  a brother  Avho  had  scin.s- 
George,  Jacob,  John  and  .Joel,  all  four  of  A\lu>m 
lived  in  one  community  near  XYav  Berlin,  Snvder 
Co.,  Pa.  J'hey  reared  families  and  their  descend- 
ants still  live  in  that  locality. 

In  1790  the  Federal  Census  Eeport  records  the 
names  of  Frederick  and  .lacoh  T.eitzel  as  heads 
of  families  in  Bern  town-hip,  Berks  Co..  Pa.. 
F’rederick  Avith  Avife  and  one  daughter.  .Jacol)  Avith 
Avife  and  four  daughters. 

Benjamin  Leitzel.  son  of  Godfried.  Avas  Itorn 
,Iau.  25,  1803.  in  l\rahanov  (noAV  .Jordan)  toAvn- 
ship,  Xorthumherland  county.  He  OAvned  the  3(l0- 
acre  farm  in  Jordan  toAvnship  ])reviouslv  men- 
tioned, and  other  land,  near  KlingerstoAvn,  and 
he  Avas  an  enterprising  AA'orker,  prospering  in  all 
he  undertook.  lie  folloAved  farming  during  the 
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summer  montlis,  and  \vea\ing  in  the  wintertime. 
For  seven  years  lie  served  as  a captain  in  tlie  State 
militia,  the  local  troops  drilling  at  Mahanoy,  where 
they  met  twice  a y'ear,  and  the  battalion  days  were 
also  held  there.  He  was  a good  disciplinarian,  a 
man  of  medium  size,  and  one  who  commanded 
respect  wherever  he  went.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  in  religion  a Lutheran,  and  he  held 
various  church  olhces,  serving  as  deacon,  elder  and 
trustee.  Hr.  Leitzel  died  Feb.  "H,  1881,  and  is 
buried  at  Ilebe.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Byerly, 
daughter  of  Ludwig  Byerly,  born  June  3,  1808, 
died  March  .50,  1801.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Sarah  married  James  Troutman; 
George  B.  is  mentioned  below ; Lydia  married  Wil- 
liam Troutman;  Benjamin  B.  and  David  B.,  twins, 
are  mentioned  belovv ; Elizabeth  died  young;  twins 
died  in  infancy. 

George  B.  Leitzel,  son  of  Benjamin,  is  now  one 
of  the  oldest  residents  of  Upper  Mahanoy  town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Mahanoy  (now  Jordan) 
township  Oct.  16,  1830,  and  was  reared  like  the 
average  boy  in  his  neighborhood,  having  none  of 
the  advantages  of  free  schools  and  advanced  meth- 
ods of  training.  But  he  acquired  considerable 
practical  information  from  the  few  books  Avithin 
his  reach,  and  he  had  enough  education  to  en- 
able him  to  transact  business  intelligently,  and  to 
■do  his  full  share  in  administering  the  public  affairs 
of  the  locality,  his  ability  and  trustAvorthiness  be- 
ing recognized  to  such  an  extent  that  he  Avas 
ualled  upon  frequently  to  perform  public  service. 
From  his  youth  he  Avas  trained  to  farm  Avork,  help- 
ing his  father  until  he  A\ms  nearly  twenty-three 
wears  old.  at  Avhich  time  his  parents  gave  him  a 
horse  and  buggy  and  turned  over  the  cultivation 
•of  the  300-acre  farm.  Avhieh  lies  along  the  Ma- 
hantango  creek  in  Jordan  township.  He  has  al- 
Avays  been  accustomed  to  handling  liorses,  and  has 
ahvays  o.Avned  one  or  more  himself.  After  ope- 
rating the  home  place  for  ten  years  he  settled  in 
the  ScliAvabian  Ci'eek  Valley  in  1863,  and  for 
-several  years  farmed  an  eighty-acre  tract  noAv 
OAvned  by  John  Kalder.  In  1868  he  came  to  the 
farm  Avhere  he  uoaa'  lives,  a tract  of  101  acres 
which  Avas  formerly  oAvned  bv  John  Beissel,  later 
by  Isaac  Kieffer  and  after  him  by  Adam  ArnoLl. 
Avhom  Mr.  Leitzel  succeeded,  acquiring  it  at  an 
assignees’  sale.  The  log  house  Avhich  Mr.  Leitzel 
.still  occupies  Avas  built  by  Mr.  Beissel  in  1807 
(the  date  aa’os  discovered  in  the  west  gable  end 
when  the  house  Avas  being  repainted,  in  1909),  and 
he  also  built  the  barn.  The  ucav  house  on  the  place, 
occupied  l)y  Mr.  Leitzel’s  son  Elmer,  Avas  built 
by  Mr.  Leitzel  in  1905.  He  Avas  always  successful 
in  his  farm  Avork,  and  at  one  time  engaged  in 
the  sale  of  various  farm  implements.  All  Iris  life 
he  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  eA'ents,  and 
he  enjoys  a clear  recollection  of  many  phases  of 
life  ill  the  early  days  in  thi.s  locality.  TIis  is  an 


interesting  personality,  and  he  is  known  and  re- 
spected far  and  near.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Democratic  party  and  has  taken  part  in  its  coun- 
cils, frequently  serving  as  delegate  to  county  con- 
ventions, Avhich  assembled  at  Sunbury.  For  nine 
successive  years  he  sen’ed  as  school  director  of 
Upper  ilabanoy  toArmship;  Avas  overseer  of  the 
poor  four  terms ; supervisor  one  term ; and  has 
held  several  precinct  offices.  He  and  his  family 
are  prominent  members  of  the  Lutlicran  congre- 
gation of  8t. .John's  Church,  in  Upper  Mahanoy 
toAvnship,  Avhich  he  has  served  four  years  as  dea- 
con: Avhile  in  Jordan  township  he  served  fourteen 
years  in  succession  as  deacon,  and  two  years  as 
elder. 

On  July  53,  1853,  Mr.  Leitzel  married  Chris- 
tina Schmeltzer,  Avho  Avas  born  Sept.  11,  1833, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Catharine  (Wolfgang) 
Schmeltzer,  and  died  in  1863;  she  is-  buried  at 
Hebe.  Eight  children  Avere  born  to  this  union: 
Elizabeth,  Avife  of  Daniel  Fetterolf,  Avas  burned 
to  death,  her  clothing  catching  fire  while  she  Avas 
burning  rubbish  in  the  garden ; George  died  in 
infancy:  Sarah  and  Hannah,  twins,  Avere  born 
Sept.  13,  1856,  and  the  former  is  noAv  the  Avifc 
of  defferson  Snyder,  of  Lipper  Mahanoy,  the  lat- 
ter the  Avife  of  John  H.  Mullin,  Esq.,  of  St.  Clair, 
Pa.:  Cassie  married  John  Snyder  and  they  live 
at  Frackville,  Pa.;  Daniel  S.  is  mentioned  below; 
Elias  died  in  infancy;  Lydia  married  Wash.  Hed- 
dings  and  they  live  in  Upper  Mahanoy. 

In  January,  1861,  Mr.  Leitzel  married  (second) 
Catharine  Schmeltzer,  who  Avas  born  Feb.  58,  1839, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Schmeltzer,  and  sister  to  Mr. 
lieitzel's  first  Avife.  Mrs.  Leitzel’s  eyesight  has 
become  so  seriously  affected  that  she  is  noAv  almost 
blind.  To  this  union  have  been  born  scA'eiA  chil- 
dren: Samuel  married  Lizzie  Sclilegel  and  they 
live  in  dordan  toAvnship;  Benjamin  Elmer  lives 
on  his  father's  farm,  as  previously  mentioned : 
Emanuel  is  mentioned  below:  Sophia  married 
Charles  Diehl  and  they  live  at  Friedensburg, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa. ; Mary  P.  married  lYillis  S. 
Weirick,  and  they  live  near  Wiconisco,  Pa.:  Polly 
married  Wesley  Erdman  and  they  live  in  Upper 
dlahanoy  toAAmship ; Jennie  married  Albert  Zieg- 
ler and  they  live  at  Dalmatia.  - The  son  Daniel 
S.  and  daughter  .Tcnnie  Avere  both  born  on  Nov. 
18,  he  in  1859,  she  in  1881.  In  1909  M)'.  George 
B.  Leitzel  had  thirrv-nine  grandchildren  and  six- 
teen g rea  t-g  r a n d c h i 1 d r en . 

Daxikl  S.  Leitzel,  son  of  George  B.  Leitzel, 
is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Upper  IMahanoy 
township,  merchant  and  present  postmaster  at 
Leek  Kill.  lie  Avas  born  Nov.  18,  1859,  in  Jordan 
toAvnshi]),  and  received  bis  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  home  neighborhood.  He  Avas  reared 
to  farm  life.  When  twenty-two  years  old  he  Avent 
to  Bellevue,  Ohio,  Avhere  he  lived  for  two  A'cars, 
returning  to  his  native  county.  After  Avorking 
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on  the  farm  one  year  lie  engaged  in  the  Imtel  busi- 
ness' at  Shenandoali,  ivliere  he  conducted  tlie 
“Farmers'  Tlotcl"  for  three  years.  In  1883  lie  went 
to  St.  Clair,  Fa.,  where  he  successfully  carried 
on  what  was  then  known  as  the  ‘Alarshall  House'' 
(now  the  “E.vchange  Hotel'’)  for  one  year.  Mr. 
Leitzel  spent  the  year  1891  traveling  with  his 
wife  and  son  through  the  )Vest,  visiting  many 
places  of  interest  and  Journeying  out  to  the  Facihe 
c-oast.  L"pou  his  return  he  again  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  at  St.  Clair,  continuing  there  for 
live  years  longer,  after  which  they  moved  to  Up- 
per Mahancy  township,  AArthumlierland  county, 
and  operated  a farm  for  two  years.  In  the  fall 
of  1900  Dir.  lieitzel  purchased  the  old  established 
store  and  hotel  stand  at  what  is  known  as  Leek 
Kill,  having  the  only  licensed  place  in  the  town- 
ship of  Upper  Mahanoy.  The  llrst  part  of  this 
name  is  derived  from  a German  word  meaning 
to  lick:  the  early  settlers  in  the  region  would  put 
salt  in  a glen  or  ravine  in  the  forest  near  by  for 
the  deer,  who  would  come  to  lick  it  and  could 
thus  be  more  conveniently  shot  than  if  they  had 
to  be  hunted — hence  the  name  Leek  Kill,  a 
place  where  they  came  to  "leek'’  and  be  killed. 
T’he  hotel  was  estal)lished  by  Feter  Beissel  (1801- 
1873)  in  18'T),  and  has  been  a licensed  place  ever 
since,  d’ho  building  is  7G  by  lo  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  the  western  (>art,  which  is  of  stone,  has  stood 
for  fully  one  hundred  years.  The  eastern  part 
was  constructed  some  years  later.  The  post  office 
was  established  here  by  Emanuel  Geist.  The  place 
is  the  busines.s  center  of  the  township,  and  for 
many  years  it  has  been  the  local  polling  place. 
Mr.  Leitzel  has  l)cen  hotel-keeper,  storekeeper  and 
postmaster  since  the  spring  of  1901.  and  he  has 
made  a thoiough  success  of  the  business.  His 
hotel  is  well  patronized  by  the  traveling  public 
and  residents  of  the  locality,  all  of  whoin  have 
a good  word  for  Dir.  and  Mrs.  Leitzel.  The 
building  is  now  heated  with  steam,  and  every- 
thing is  conducted  along  modern  lines.  The  store 
is  well  stocked  with  general  merchandise  and -Mr. 
Leitzel  does  an  extensive  business,  drawing  his 
trade  from  a large  area  in  this  section.  Achere 
he  is  not  onlv  well  known  but  highlv  rc'i'octed. 
He  was  instnimental  in  the  establishment  of,  the 
Mahanoy  it  DIahantango  Telephone  Gompanv,  and 
was  the  moving  spirit  in  the  organization  of  the 
com])any,  of  which  he  is  now  a director. 

Like  his  father  Dir.  Leitzel  has  l)een  identified 
with  the  Democratic  party  for  a number  of  years 
and  wields  considerable  influence  in  its  councils. 
He  has  been  Democratic  committeeman  of  his 
township  since  1903,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
treasurer  of  the  township  since  1903.  Such  a 
record  implies  ability  and  satisfactory  service  to 
all  concerned.  Socially  he  is  well  known  in  the 
DIasonic  and  Odd  Fellows  Itodies,  lieing  a mem- 
ber  of  Sbamokin  Lodge.  No.  1’.  N .V.  DL,  of 


Shamokin,  and  of  Eureka  Lodge,  X"o.  260,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  of  Leek  Kill.  He  is  a jiast  grand  of  Eu- 
reka Lodg'c,  and  a member  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
having  been  elected  at  Scranton,  and  having 
.served  as  delegate  to  the  State  conventions  held 
at  Scranton,  Fittsburg  and  Harrisburg.  ILji- 
many  years  he  has  been  treasurer  of  his  liome 
lodge. 

On  Dec.  25,  1883,  Dir.  Leitzel  married.  Annie 
DI.  Geise,  daughter  of  .lohn  B.  and  Lille  (Boyer) 
Geise,  of  Gratz,  Dauphin  Go.,  Fa.,  and  they  have 
b.ad  one  son,  Fay  G.  Dir.  Leitzel  and  his  family 
are  metidjcrs  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  of  St. 
John’s  Church,  of  Tapper  DIahanoy  township. 

Fay  G.  LtrrzEL,  son  of  Daniel  S.  Leitzel,  wa« 
l;orn  Aov.  27,  1889.  He  received  a lilieral  edu- 
cation, attending  the  local  scho(ds  and  later  the 
Keystone  State  normal  school,  at  Kutztown.  and 
he  was  licensed  to  teach  pmblic  school  in  this 
county  by  Frof.  )D'.  W.  Fetzer.  He  taught  two 
terms  in  Upper  DIahanoy,  but  he  now  gives  all  his 
time  to  assisting  his  father  in  the  hotel  and  mer- 
cantile business.  On  A'ov.  23,  19oS,  he  married 
Edna  Acalev,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Febccca 
(Magner)  Acaley,  of  DVilliamstOAvn,  Fa.,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  Avas  a mine  foreman  in  Dauphin, 
countv.  Fa.  Tavo  children  have  l>een  born  to  this 
marriage,  Lester  L.  and  Fauline  DI. 

Emanuel  Leitzel,  S(.).n  of  George  B.  Leitzel,  wa^ 
born  in  U])per  DIahanoy  townshij)  Oct.  28,  1869. 
and  Avas  there  reared  to  agi’icultural  pursuits, 
Avorking  for  his  parents  until  he  reached  hi<  sev- 
enteenth year.  At  that  time  he  l>ecanie  a clerk- 
in  his  father's  IkAcI  at  Shenandoah  ami  Avas  thus 
engaged  for  fifteen  months.  Later  he  clerked  at 
8t.  Clair  for  his  elder  brother.  Daniel  S.  I,eitzel, 
one  year,  and  one  year  for  his  brother-in-laAv,  John 
DIullen.  and  on  March  1.  18!)2,  he  Avent  out  to 
Stella,  CoAvlitz  Co.,  ICash.,  where  he  was  on  a cat- 
tle range  for  four  months.  Julv  J.  1892,  found 
him  at  Hot  Springs,  Ark.  Feturning  to  Fenu- 
sylvania  he  followed  railroading  as  brakeman  on 
the  Feading  road  until  1901.  since  Avhich  vear  he 
has  folloAved  mining.  For  some  years  he  and  his 
AA’ile  ■ lived  at  Frackville.  Aidiere  he  still  OAvns  lus 
home,  in  the  s])ring  of  1909  moving  to  Leek  Kill. 
On  April  20.  1905,  he  luariled  Fosa  DIover,  daugh- 
ter of  D\  ilsou  and  Dlira  ( Harring)  DIover.  I'liev 
have  no  children'.  Dir.  and  Dlrs.  I.eitzei  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  socially  he  holds 
'membership  in  Frackville  Lodge,  A'o.  823,  I.  ()' 
O.  F.  " 

D.AVtn  B.  LETTZEt,,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Eliza- 
beth ( Byerlv)  Leitzel,  was  born  in  Joixlan  town- 
ship Feb.  26,  1839.  He  Avas  reared  there,  be- 
coming accustomeil  to  farm  work  from  boyhood, 
and  though  he  never  learned  the  trade  also  be- 
came a proficient  blacksmith,  and  Avas  employed 
in  a blacksmith's  shop  one  winter.  He  Avorkoil 
for  hi-;  iwrcnts  until  he  was  twentv-four  years 


.0  .1  . 


in  Lisi  r^v;mn ' ■■« A(m  ' 


.. 


i 


I' 

4- 


>hA  ■}.>  iwng,  fij  fU  .0 

fvattir)  i»H)  J.ti,;,^tf«'»i 

’'l'';l  TrttT'itffMyiaV.J 


>>(U,  ,r(c<sl»riflijsi{^’' 


.7^4 

4 *'4  ' tj  •>{«! 

p.u  -i  7 ■Mi  n ',v<:t,ri  V Kf-'4'!*'i(i*TV 

,l’«)i44 

ILlihl  f'iln 

' ' }(M>  Ju;i'{/  'lit  ,i' 

•»IM  u >4jy  . 


' ■•  y -I-,  "“>  ^ 4 rrv- -.L**!/-  - a ^ *fffA  rV| 

i4  4fis  wlijw  Kjm«5|4OT' 


fiaicfrtO’il^  Haw  ftl 


-1! ■(->*!  ^ tir./dvilt,!^ 


i,ii>  .ir>''M‘t.'’<>'ii 

tl/l  'fJ*'l7i./*'Jfl|'K' 
fit 


= . 

s»7  Sfid,  Ikbf;  to f« 

nrm0^  IIvw;  '^^O' „id0-  8l-‘-*^V 


iXi 


.l;i-S' .!»/.  .-toTxjvT  <Sl  «firf  IwciiaJ  .il/:  ■la/fiei  Vrf’ aiffSv 

!M  t'  ' ^4^■■  ’ “ioN  7i4rr-i»«afsa 

-ifwf.J  nij#j;'i,  J>  iM  tvuw  *sta  .I^ijkT  <:  rr?)  aiA  r,  , 

JyimlVn*!  pMst' 

Innhoi?  qH 


iij<4 


Li**  I i 

MLti 


xoiri'ii r\M r.KRLAxn  ( 'otxty,  pexxsylvaxi a 


01!) 


(jlil,  aiul  then  a year  in  cattle  drovina.  Imv- 

ing  and  selling  cattle,  this  inisincss  faking  him 
as  far  as  Berks  county.  Before  the  Civil  war 
period  he  hud  hccn  fanning  on  the  paternal  place, 
and  he  was  there , for  some  yeai's  afterward,  until 
lie  fiought  a farm  of  seventy-seven  acres  near 
Klingerstown.  After  cultivating  that  place  for 
seven  years  he  sold  it,  and  afterward  liveil  there 
again  i'or  a time.  In  lOOf  he  came  to  his  present 
home,  which  is  a (|uarter  of  a mile  west  of  Ilehe. 
the  tract  containing  forty-four  acres.  IMr.  Leitzel 
has  owned  sevm-al  farms  at  different  times,  and 
he  has  done  well  in  his  agricultural  work,  to  which 
he  has  devoted  practically  all  of  his  time.  lie 
has  been  a useful  citizen,  and  his  executive  ability 
has  received  substantial  recognition  from  his  fel- 
low citizens,  who  have  chosen  him  to  serve  as 
township  treasurer,  supervisor  and  overseer  of  the 
poor.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat. 

ilr.  Leitzel  married  IMary  Troutman,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  destina  (Clark)  Troutman,  who 
lived  in  Jordan  township.  They  have  had  a fam- 
ily of  eight  children:  William,  of  Uniontown.  Pa., 
at  present  engaged  as  stage  driver:  Frank,  de- 
ceased; Fmma,  wife  of  David  Strohecker:  Oscar, 
of  Jordan  township;  Adam,  of  Jordan  township; 
Jane,  who  married  Elsworth  Shaffer  and  lives  at 
Shamokin ; James,  of  Jordan  township;  and  Jes- 
tina,  who  married  Oscar  Bohner,  and  died  in  1008. 
Mr.  Leitzel  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
church  at  Plebe. 

BuNM-ViiiNT  B.  LniTZur,,  twin  brother  of  David 
B.  Leitzel,  was  l)orn  Feb.  •Ifi,  1S30,  in  Jordan 
township,  and  was  reared  like  the  ordinary  farm 
boy  of  his  time.  His  total  attendance  at  school 
amounted  to  ninety-six  days,  for  he  not  only  had 
to  help  with  the  farm  work  in  the  summertime 
byit  in  the  winter  helped  thresh,  riding  the  horses 
around  on  the  threshing  floor  to  beat  out  the 
grain.  During  the  greater  part  of  his  independent 
busines'  career  he  was  engaged  in  hotel-keeping, 
in  which  line  he  was  very  well  known  in  his  day, 
keeping  the  hotel  at  Klingerstown  for  fully  thirty 
years.  lie  still  lives  at  Klingerstown,  wliere  be 
now  conducts  a restaurant.  Dir.  Leitzel  owns  a 
thirty-acre  tract  in  Tjvkens  township,  Dauphin 
county,  upon  which  he  lived  for  one  year.  He  is 
a highlv  respected  citizen  of  his  communitv,  and 
served  some  years  as  assessor  of  Upper  IMahan- 
tango  towmship.  Politically  he  is  a Democrat, 
in  religion  a Lutheran,  his  family  also  attending 
that  church. 

Mr.  Leitzel  married  Eve  Elizabeth  Tobias, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Diary  (Wiest)  Tobias,  and 
she  died  Sept,  1880.  at  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years,  the  mother  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom 
died  before  reaching  the  age  of  two  vears.  The 
survivors  are:  \V.  Oscar,  Cyrus,  Diary  and  John. 

W.  Oscar  Leitzkl,  son  of  Benjamin  B.  licitzel, 


I 

I 

was  born  Xov.  10,  ISbb,  in  U[>})cr  DIahantango 
township,  Schuylkill  Co,.  Pa.,  and  was  reared  at  * 

Klingerstown.  There  he  received  his  education  in  j 

the  pul)lic  schools,  and  he  worked  tor  his  pai'-  l 

cuts,  assisting  his  father  in  his  agricultural  opera-  I 

tions  and  in  the  conduct  of  the  hotel,  until  he  ' i 
attained  his  majoritv.  After  his  marriage  he  cn-  ; 

gaged  in  farming  on  land  lielonging  to  bis  father-  .• 

in-law,  Moses  Dl.  Wiest,  at  Klingerstown,  where 
lu-  was  located  for  six  years.  Dleantime  he  hegan  ! 

the  implement  fmsiness,  and  for  two  years  after  i 

leaving  that  farm  was  frrincipally  engaged  in  sell-  ; 

ing  farm  machinery,  later  entering  the  general  | 

merchandise  business  at  Klingerstown,  where  he  .| 

was  in  partnership  with  Victor  Wiest  for  ten  ; 

months.  When  he  gave  up  the  store  businc.-^s  he  „ i 
returned  to  the  farm  for  five  years,  since  the  i 

expiration  of  which  period  he  has  been  interested  ' 

in  his  present  mercantile  l)usiness  at  Klingers- 
town, having  the  largest  general  store  in  the  west- 
ern end  of  Schuylkill  county.  In  addition  to  gen-  j 

eral  merchandise  he  carries  a large  line  of  fund-  ! 

ture,  in  which  he  has  built  up  a profitable  trade:  i 

he  still  deals  in  farm  implements,  and  has  the 
agency  for  the  well  known  “Swab’"  wagons,  his 
territory  lying  east  of  the  Suscjuehanna  as  far  as  ■■ 

Ashland  and  south  along  the  Schuylkill  and  Dau-  i 

phin  county  line,  including  Deep  Creek  valley.  j 

Dir.  Leitzel  is  considered  the  leading  representa-  ; 

tive  of  the  company  which  makes  these  wagons,  | 

as  he  sells  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  annually,  . 

and  has  sold  thousands  in  his  time.  He  em})loy-  ’ 

from  two  to  six  clerks  in  his  general  store,  aii'l 
Ins  large  business  has  been  built  upon  a founda- 
tion of  fair  dealing  and  honorable  tnethods  that  - 

make  him  one  of  the  most  esteemed  as  well  as 
one  of  the  most  prosperous  men  of  his  community.  | 

He  is  a public-spirited  citizen,  and  has  been  will- 
ing to  give  time  and  influence  to  promote  the  j 

best  interests  of  the  neighborhood,  being  espec-iallv  ' 

anxious  to  further  the  educational  facilities  in  his  • 

township.  When  less  than  twenty-two  years  old  ; 

Dir.  Leitzel  was  elected  Justice  of  the  peace,  and 
he  served  fifteen  years  in  that  officO,  refusing  a 
fourth  term. 

On  Sept.  5,  1886,  Dir.  Leitzel  married  Emma 
S.  Wiest,  daughter  of  DIoses  DI.  and  Diary  ( Scha- 
del)  Wiest.  and  four  children  were  born  to  them. 

Iiichard,  Dell.  John  and  Frank.  DIrs.  Leitzel  died 
in  July,  181)6,  aged  twentv-eight  vears.  and  is 
buried-  at  Klingerstown.  In  Februarv,  180T.  Dir. 

Leitzel  married  (second)  Cora  Hollenbach.  daugh- 
ter  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Sehafl’er)  Hollcn- 
bach,  and  they  have  had  three  children:  I’aul. 

Eve  and  Fred.  Dir.  Leitzel  and  his  familv  wor- 
ship with  the  Lutheran  congregation  of  St.  Dli- 
chacl’s  Church  at  Klingerstown,  and  he  has  been 
very  active  in  the  work  of  church  and  Sunday 
school,  serving  as  deacon  and  elder,  and  at  present 
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as  treasurer  of  tlie  cliiuvii;  lie  tias  been  identified 
with  the  Sunday  school  as  teacher  and  superin-' 
tendent  for  fifteen  consecutive  years. 

Cyrus  Leitzel,  son  of  Benjamin  B.  Leitzel,  is 
the  proju'ietor  of  the  "Eranklin  House’’  at  Man- 
data,  Xorthumberland  county.  He  was  born  Sept. 
15,  1811,  at  Klingcrstown,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated,  and  worked  for  his  father  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  sixteen.  For  six  years  he  was 
employed  in  the  lumber  districts  in  the  State  of 
Washington,  in  ISOfi  returning  to  Pennsylvania 
and  settling  at  Klingcrstown,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  horse  ilealing  and  in  the  wholesale  whisky 
business,  selling  whisky  for  Detweiler  & Co.,  of 
Lebanon.  He  still  continues  both  lines  of  busi- 
ness, being  a well  known  horse  dealer  in  lower 
Xorthumberland  county,  where  he  handles  many 
head  of  horses  yearly,  and  he  has  represented  Det- 
weiler & Co.  continuously  since  189G,  selling  their 
goods  in  Xorthumberland,  Schuylkill,  Perry,  Juni- 
ata, Snyder  and  Dauphin  counties.  He  continued 
to  live  at  Klingerstoivn  for  a number  of  years 
before  nioving  to  JIandata,  where  he  has  been 
proprietor  of  the  “Franklin  House”  since  1906. 
He  has  a farm  of  100  acres  between  Mandata  and 
Mahanoy  in  Jackson  township  (part  of  which  was 
formerly  the  Abraham  Klock  homestead,  the  rest 
the  Jacob  Smith  place),  which  he  farms  with'  the 
aid  of  hired  help,  and  he  has  prospered  in  his 
various  undertakings,  being  an  excellent  manager. 

In  March,  1895,  Mr.  Leitzel  married  Carrie  E. 
Boy'er,  daughter  of  John  and  Polly  (Shartle) 
Boyer,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Bessie  J.  Mr. 
Leitzel  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Luth- 
eran congregation  of  the  Ivlingerstown  Church. 
For  ten  years  he  held  membership  in  the  Kling- 
erstown  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows. 

E.  F.  SCHEAWDER,  of  Shamokin,  dealer  in 
ladies’  furnishings  and  fancy  goods,  at  Xo.  108 
IVest  Independence  street,  has  been  established  at 
his  present  place  of  business  since  lOOl,  and  he 
had  previous  experience  in  practically  the  same 
line  as  traveling  salesman  for  a number  of  years 
in  the  employ  of  the  Avell  known  firm  of  English 
& Henry.  He  has  made  a success  and  has  a well 
stocked  store. 

Mr.  Schrawder  Avas  born  Xov.  2,  1874, -at  Mc- 
Kees Falls,  Snyder  coiTnty,  son  of  Henry  H. 
SchraAvder  and  grandson  of  Jacob  Schrawder.  The 
family  is  of  German  origin,  the  first  of  the  name 
in  this  country  having  come  from  Germany  and 
settled  in  1771  in  Berks  countA',  Pa.  He  took 
part  in, the  Revolutionary  war  and  members  of 
the  family  have  been  represented  in  nearly  every 
wmr  in  Avhich  this  country  has  been  engaged  since 
his  time. 

Jacob  Schrawder,  the  grandfather  of  E.  F.,  was 
a native  of  Berks  county,  Avhence  he  moA’ed  to 
Snyder  county,  settling  at  IMcKees  Falls,  where 


be  conducted  a shoe  store  and  also  did  custom 
shoemaking. 

Henry  H.  SchraAvder,  father  of  E.  F.,  learned 
the  trade  of  stonemason  and  plasterer,  which  he 
folloAved  for  rnmny  years,  noAV  living  retired,  at 
Port  Treverton,  Snyder  county.  He  served  in  the 
Civil  Avar.  His  wife,  Mary  (WeaA^er),  daughter 
of  David  Weaver,  bore  him  four  children ; David, 
E.  F.,  "William,  and  Jennie  (married  Clarence 
Hershey). 

E.  F.  Schrawder  attended  public  school  at  Port 
Treverton  and  McKees  Falls.  WTen  fifteen  years 
old  he  began  clerking  for  X.  T.  Dundore  in  Snyder 
county,  near  Port  Treverton,  remaining  with  that 
employer  eight  years,  after  Avhich  he  clerked  tAvo 
years  in  the  First  Xational  Bank  at  Selinsgrove. 
In  1895  he  came  to  Shamokin,  Avhere  he  engaged 
as  traveling  salesman  Avith  D.  G.  Snyder  & Co., 
continuing  Avith  the  same  house  after  it  passed 
into  the  hands  of  English  & Henry.  He  Avas  Avith 
that  concern  for  seven  years  in  all,  and  has  since 
been  in  business  on  his  owm  account,  handling 
ladies’  furnishings,  children’s  goods  and  fancy , 
goods.  His  first  venture  in  this  line  Avas  at  Phil- 
lipsburg.  Pa.,  AA'here  he  remained  four  and  a half 
years,  and  since  .1904  he  has  been  established  at 
his  present  location  in  Shamokin.  Mr.  SchraAvder 
carries  complete  stocks  of  his  special  lines,  and 
enjoys  an  excellent  trade,  Avhich  has  increased 
steadily  from  the  beginning. 

IMr.  Schrawder  is  a high  ilason,  holding  mem- 
bership in  the  following  bodies : Shamokin  Lodge, 
Xo.  255,  F.  & A.  M. ; Shamokin  Chapter,  Xo. 
264,  R.  A.  M.,  of  Avhich  he  is  past  high  priest, 
havfing  held  the  office  in  1909 ; Shamokin  Com- 
mandery,  Xo.  77,  K.  T.  (in  Avhich  he  is  an  officer!  ; 
"William-sport  Lodge  of  Perfection,  fourteenth  de- 
gree; 'Williamsport  Consistory,  thirty-second  de- 
gree ; and  Rajah  Temple,  A.  A.  0.  X.  M.  S.  In 
religious  connection  he  is  a Lutheran. 

Mr.  Schrawder  married  IMamie  Shuman,  daugli- 
ter  of  Edw,  (deceased)  and  Joanna  (Kulp)  Shu- 
man, the  former  of  whom  Avas  a merchant  at 
Shamokin.  Tavo  children  have  been  born  to  l\Ir. 
and  iMrs.  -SchraAvder,  J.  IMerrill  and  Thelma. 

LEVI  B.  BARBER,  Avho  is  engaged  in  farming 
about  three  miles  east  of  iMilton,  in  Turbut  town- 
ship, Avas  born  Oct.  28,  1873,  in  DelaAvare  town- 
ship. Xorthumlierland  county,  son  of  Anthony  A. 
Barber  and  grandson  of  David  Barber. 

David  Barber  was  lx)und  out  Avhen  a boy  to 
Anthony  Armstrong,  of  Turbut  toAvnship,  to  live 
Avith  him  until  he  readied  the  age  of  tAventy-one. 
He  afterward  continued  to  live  in  that  toAvnship, 
and  did  day’s  Avork  among  farmers,  being  an  in- 
dustrious, respected  man.  He  died  in  that  part 
of  Turbut  toAvnship  noAv  included  in  the  borough 
of  Milton,  AAdien  sixty-eight  years  old.  His  vA'ife 
Avas  Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  William  Jones,  and 
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tliey  are  buried  in  lliirmony  cemetery.  iMiltoii. 
Children  as  follows  were  born  to  them : Jane,  who 
married  William  Falls;  William,  who  died  in  i\[il- 
ton ; Anthony  A. Margaret,  Mrs.  Ilobert  Seiler; 
Isaac  J. ; Catharine,  a resident  of  Milton  ; and 
Washington,  who  died  in  Milton.  Of  these,  Isaac 
J.  Barber,  born  in  1835,  learned  the  boat  build- 
ing business  and  has  resided  in  Milton  for  the 
past  fifty  years.  By  his  first  wife,  Lucy  A.  Hester, 
he  had  a son  Harry,  and  his  second  marriage  was 
to  Sarah  J.  Krisher. 

Anthony  A.  Barber,  son  of  David,  was  born  In 
Delaware  township  in  1833,  and  there  followed 
farming,  retiring  about  four  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  March  IS,  1892.  He  is  buried  in 
Harmonv  cemeterv.  at  Milton.  In  politics  IMr. 
Barber  was  a Democrat,  and  he  took  quite  an  active 
part  in  local  alfairs,  serving  as  ta.x  collector  and 
school  director.  He  was  a member  of  IMessiali 
Lutheran  Church  at  McEwensville,  and  took  an  ac- 
tive part  in  its  M'ork.  His  widow,  IMaria  ( Bender 
or  Binder),  daughter  of  Jacob  Bender,  of  Dela- 
ware townshin.  is  living  with  her  daughter  IMrs. 
Gfeinly  at  Berwick,  Pa.  They  had  the  following 
children  : Anna  is  the  widow  of  William  C.  Thom- 
as and  resides  in  Berwick ; Cora  married  Lewis  L. 
Follmer;  Ida  B.  married  "William  Tobias:  Min- 
nie IM.  married  IT.  Greinly,  of  Berwick;  Frances' 
E.  E.  married  David  P.  Eves  and  is  living  in  Ber- 
wick; Charles  A. -married  Mary  Summers  and  is 
engaged  in  farming  in  IMontour  county;  Levi  B. 
is  mentioned  below ; David  F.  married  Emma 
Kreisher  and  is  fai'ining  in  White  Deer  township. 
Union  county:  Maude  M.  married  John  E.  Kurtz. 

Levi  B.  Barber  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Delaware  .township,  and  later  worked  with  his  fa- 
ther until  he  began  farming  for  himself,  in  189G. 
He  was  in  Delaware  township  for  three  years,  and 
in  Lycoming  county  for  two  years,  returning  to 
Northumberland  county,  whore  he  farmed  one  year 
in  Turbut  township,  when  he  decided  to  remove  to 
Jerseytown.  Selling  out  his  farm  stock  he  made 
the  change,  but  after  si.x  months  he  returned  to 
this  county  and  in  1902  bought  the  Lantz  farm  of 
si.\ty-six  acres  in  Turbut  township  where  be  has 
since  resided,  d'his  was  at  one  time  Abraham 
Follmer's  farm,  it  having  belonged  to  him  for 
fifty  years,  after  which  it  passed  into  tlie  possession 
of  the  Kase  family  and  from  them  to  the  Lantze-=. 
It  is  about  three  miles  east  of  IMilton.  iMr.  Bar- 
ber has  all  the  modern  improvements  on  his  place, 
and  is  one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  of  his  lo- 
cality. He  was  formerly  a member  of  the  Grange. 
In  politics  he  is  a Democrat,  in  religion  a Luth- 
eran. 

^Ir.  Barber  married  Pachel  Gold,  daughter  of 
George  Thomas  Gold,  of  ilcEwensville.  Pa.,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Helen  iMay  and  George 
Anthony. 

David  Gold,  }Jrs.  BaiLer's  grandfather,  was  a 


native  of  Bushkill  township,  Northampton  Co.. 
Pa.,  born  about  1805,  and  died  about  1878,  aged 
seventy-three  years.  In  the  spring  of  1841  he 
came  to  Northumberland  county,  locating  at  iMc- 
Ewensville,  where  he  built  the  Gold  gristmill,  now 
owned  and  operated  by  Oliver  Gold.  He  bought 
a tract  of  fifty  acres,  upon  which  he  erected  his 
mill  and  later  three  of  his  sons  built  homes  upon 
tlie  ]n-operty ; the  McEwensville  high  .school  also 
stands  upon  land  be  owned.  Both  the  cemeteries 
of  McEwensville  were  laid  out  from  his  land,  and 
all  but  thirty-seven  acres  of  his  holdings  have  Ijeen 
cut  up  into  building  lots  or  turned  to  public  use. 
During  the  fifties  he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
tlie  borough  of  IMcEwensville.  In  politics  he  was 
a Y'hig,  and  he  served  as  school  director  and  for 
many  years  as  overseer  of  the  poor  in  Delaware 
township.  In  his  earlier  life  Mr.  Gold  was  a 
Moravian  in  religious  connection,  as  were  all  his 
family  in  Northampton  county,  but  he  later  be- 
came a Lutheran.  His  wife,  Maria  (Iiissmiller), 
was  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Eissmiller,  who  was 
earlier  a resident  of  Berks  county,  I’a.,  and  his 
first  ancestor  in  America  came  hither  as  one  of  the 
Hessian  army  .^ent  over  to  fight  the  Colonists  in 
the  Pevolution.  David  Gold  and  his  wife  had 
children  as  follows:  Posanna  married  Charles 

Sensenbaugh,  and  they  lived  at  Sunbury:  Henry 
D.,  who  was  a merchant,  died  at  Charlestown,  Pa. : 
George  Thomas  settled  in  McEwensville:  Edwin 
F.  is  mentioned  below;  Joseph  died  at  Watson- 
town  ; Mary  married  Peuben  Derr  ; Maria  married 
Ellis  Irwin:  Charles  was  killed  while  serving  in 
the  LTiion  army  during  the  Civil  war:  David  died 
in  New  Brighton,  Pa. : Margaret,  widow  of  E. 
Lewis  Painter,  lives  at  Lewisburg;  Susan  married 
Abram  Pedcay  and  they  live  in  l\Iilton : John  L.  is 
a resident  of  Newcastle,  Pa.  Of  these,  Posanna. 
Henry  D.,  Joseph,  IMarv,  Maria,  Charles  and  David 
are  deceased. 

Edwin  F.  Gold,  born  July  29,  1832,  near  Naz- 
areth. Northampton  Co.,  Pa.,  attended  the  ^Ic- 
Ewensville  Academy  in  his  boyhood.  On  April 
26,  1861,  he  enlisted  for  ser\  ice  in  the  Civil  war 
from  Northumberland  county,  in  Company  B.  11th 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  Col.  Pharon 
Jarett's  regiment,  which  was  assigned  to  the  6th 
Brigade.  2d  Division.  Army  of  the  Potomac.  They 
]U'ocecded  through  AVestchester,  Hagerstown  and 
AA'illiamjtown,  and  were  discharged  at  Harrisburg 
July  25.  1861.  IMr.  Gold  again  enlisted  June  18, 
1863.  becoming  a sergeant  in  Company  I,  28th 
Pegiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Militia,  under 
Lieut.  Col.  Chamberlain.  He  was  discharged  at 
Harrisljurg  July  27.  1863.  and  in  the  meantime 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  did  val- 
iant duty  as  a scout,  being  arrested  three  times. 
He  wore  a Sruthern  uniform,  and  with  two  com- 
panions performed  notable  service.  On  Feb.  28. 
1865.  be  agoiin  enlisted,  in  Comjiany  E,  74th  Pegi- 
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menB  I’enn^^yh  ania  A'oluiitL'er  Jnfantry,  vrith 
whioli  he  served  to  tlie  close  of  the  war.  One  of.  his 
discharges  is  upon  sheepskin.  Returning  to  iic- 
Phvensville  after  tiie  war  he  cultivated  some  land 
which  he  owned,  and  meantime  continued  to  fol- 
low teaching,  which  he  had  hegun  when  oidy  fifteen 
years  old  and  fiiih)wed  in  all  for  thirty-three  terms. 
He  has  a certificate  bearing  the  date  A"ov.  IS.  1S5?^ 
issued  by  t'ouiUy  Superintendent  John  J.  Reimeii- 
snvder.  He  taught  principally  in  and  around  IMc- 
Ewensville,  and  was  one  of  the  old-time  school- 
masters of  that  vicinity,  thorougli  and  efficient  in 
all  his  work  and  liearing  a high  reputatiem.  ^Ir. 
Gold  is  an  independent  voter  and  at  one  time  took 
an  influential  part  in  county  polities.  For  a cpiar- 
ter  of  a century  he  was  constable  of  iMcEwensville, 
and  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  a number  of 
years. 

On  July  4,  ISbl.  Mr.  Gold  married  Sarah  Coon- 
er,  who  died  April  i:3_,  IhlO,  aged  seventy-nine 
years.  She  was  a Rresliyterian  in  religious  faith, 
while  Mr.  Gold  is  a Lutheran.  They  had  children 
as  follows;  Davilla,  unmarried,  who  lives  at  Mc- 
Ewensville ; ^Vnilirose.  unmarried,  of  Homewood, 
Pa.;  Mary,  who  married  Dr.  E.  J.  Schlicher,  and 
lives  at  iMcEwensville : Inez,  wife  of  Charles  ^Yol- 
ler,  living  at  Williamsport;  Elizabeth,  who  died 
in  infanev ; John  C..  who  died  in  the  oil  region  in 
Ohio,  by  sulfocation  ; and  Susan,  who  married  M’il- 
son  Cotner,  of  .MeEweii'^ville. 

Henry  D.  Gold,  another  son  of  David  Gold,  was 
born  Feb.  lO,  1S2!I.  in  Bushkill  township.  Xorth- 
ampton  Co.,  Pa.,  and  canre  with  his  parents  to 
Xorthumbeiiand  L-ounty  in  1841,  locating  at  ^Ic- 
Ewensville.  where  he  grew  up.  M'hen  about 
eighteen  he  began  clerking  in  a general  store,  fol- 
lowing that  work  some  years,  after  which  he  con- 
ducted a store  of  his  own  at  E.xchange.  Montour 
county,  where  he  was  in  business  for  some  years. 
IMoving  thence  to  Clarkstown.  Lvconiing  countv.  he 
carried  on  a general  store  at  that  place  until  his 
death,  Feb.  8.  181'!).  when  he  was  seventy  years  old, 
less  two  days.  He  wa«  a Republican  in  sen- 
timent, but  was  no  p(ditivian.  Wbdely  known  as  a 
business  man.  his  ])atrons  came  from  a large  ter- 
ritory, and  he  was  universally  liked  and  respected. 
For  twelve  years  l)t>  served  as  postmaster.  He  is 
l)uried  at  McEwensv illo.  iMr.  Gold  was  a Lutheran 
in  religious  faith.  He  married  Eleanor  Y'ilsim, 
who  was  boni  Jidv  3.  1831.  daughter  of  William 
and  Eleanor  (Blaine)  ICilson.  of  Lewis  townsliip. 
this  county,  and  dieil  Feb.  f).  IhOo.  IMr.  and  IMrs. 
Gold  had  three  children;  William  IV.,  born  in 
April,  ISo'l,  who  died  in  his  fifth  year,  in  Febru- 
ary, 18()4 ; and  Hoi  ace  and  Henry  D..  Jr.,  both 
born  in  Muncy  Creek  townsidp,  Lveoming  county. 

Horace  Gold,  born  April  !>,  ISbl.  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  in  the  Lycoming  county 
normal  school,  and  when  seventeen  years  old  was 
licensed  to  teach.  He  taught  ll\e  terms  in  his  na- 


tive county  and  one  term  in  Xortluimberland.  In 
the  spring  of  188T  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Lewis 
towmship,  Xorthumberland  county,  where  he  and 
his  brotlicr  now  live.  He  has  a tract  of  161  acres, 
formerly  the  James  Blaine  homestead,  the  Blaiites 
having  been  the  original  ow  tiers  of  this  land.  The 
old  ]>atent  deed,  written  on  parchment,  is  in  IMr, 
Gold  s possession.  Mr.  James  Blaine  built  the 
large- stone  house  which  is  still  standing  in  18P). 
Mr.  Gold  is  a general  farmer.  He  is  a iiiemher  uf 
the  Reformed  (.'hurch  and  a R(g)ublican  in  politics. 

On  Dec.  ’lo,  18!H),  Mr.  Gold  married  Julia  Ann 
Steiner,  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Caroline- 
( Desher)  Steiner,  whose  parents  came  from  Xortli- 
anpiton  county.  Pa.  Five  children  have  Iieen  horn 
to  this  union;  William  IF,  Edith  Ellen,  Margaret 
J.,  John  S.  and  Florence  E. 

Henry  I>.  Gold,  Jr.,  born  June  4,  1867,  was, 
educated  in  the  common  schools  and  the  Xormal 
school  at  iMuncy.  He  wnis  reared  to  farming,  as- 
sisting his  father  in  the  store  until  he  moved  to- 
Lewis  township,  he  and  his  brother  owning  the 
farm  jointly  for  some  years,  wdien  he  sold,  his  in-, 
terest  to  his  iu'other  Horace,  for  whom  he  has  since 
worked.  He  is  holding  a local  office  at  present  and 
takes  an  interest  in  puldic  affairs.  In  politics  he 
is  a Republican,  in  religion  a member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church. 

A.\ROX  SHAFFER,  a farmer  near  the  village 
of  Prban,  in  Jordan  township,  was  born  Feb.  7, 
1853,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  son  of  Wil- 
liam T.  and  IMary  (Lenker)  Shaffer.  He  is  a 
grandson  of  Dlichael  Shaffer,  who  eame  into  this 
region  from  Berk.s  county,  and  who  it  is  supposed 
was  a descendant  of  Michael  Slieaifer,  who  settled 
"on  Tulpehocken'’  in  1733  and  died  about  1760. 
Among  his  children  were;  John  Xicholas;  Maria 
Catharine;  IMrs.  Jcphn  Jacob  Larch;  Anna  Bar- 
bara, vho  married  Ihnid  Brown;  IMargaretta 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Hieronymus  Rudv;  and 
Leonard.  We  have  record  oidy  of  Leonard,  wlio 
was  a resident  of  Heideiheig  township,  Berks  coun- 
ty. where  lie  owned  a farm  and  the  old  Sheafter 
hotel  stand,  whieli  he  conducted  for  some  years. 
He  died  in  middle  age.  and  Ids  wife  conducted  the 
hotel  for  some  years,  marrving  for  her  second  hus- 
band George  Gernant,  who  was  slieritf  of  Berks 
countv  from  1844  to  1847.  One  daughter  was  born 
to  this  union.  Harriet,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Heniv  \'an  Reed.  To  Leonard  and  Elizabeth 
(Hain)  Sheaffer  were  horn  children  as  follows; 
Leonard,' who  died  when  twentv  years  old;  Ben- 
jamin. who  married  Catharine  ilengel  and  died 
in  Cumru  township,  Berks  county.  Xoe.  24,  1887, 
in  his  eiithtieth  year;  John,  who  settled  in  Wash.- 
ingtou,  I).  C.,  where  Ids  children  still  reside;  Jo- 
seph, whose  son  Daniel  is  a well  known  oigarmaker 
at  Xorristnwn,  Pa.;  Catharine,  who  mairied  John 
Saylor;  and  Si'phia,  who  married  Daniel  Hehener„ 
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u drover  of  K’cadinjr,  vho  ir  i,-;  believed  was  mur- 
dered, as  he  never  returned  from  a trip  on  which 
lie  went  with  money  to  I'uv  cattle. 

j\[iehael  iShatl'er;  the  <jrandt'atlier  of  Aaron  Shaf- 
fer, was  horn  in  Berks  county  IMarch  17,  1783, 
therefore  it  would  sCem  likely  he  was  a 'iTandson 
of  the  Michael  Sheatfer  mentioned  above  if  he  came 
from  that  stock.  IMoviipir  from  Behrersburg,  Berks 
county,  he  settled  in  Dauphin  countv,  near  (Iratz, 
where  he  lived  foi’  about  two  years,  thence  remov- 
ing to  Jordan  town-hip.  Xorthumberland  county, 
where  he  took  up  land  upon  which  he  resided  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Tie  was  one  of  the  ])ioneers 
in  the  Stone  Valley,  where  he  was  one  of  the  ex- 
tensive land  owners  and  substantial  citizens  of  his 
day.  I’hysically  he  was  of  medium  size.  He  died 
June  30,  1800,  and  is  buried  at  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
at  Urban,  of  which,  he  was  a Lutheran  member. 
Michael  Shaffer  was  married  before  his  removal 
into  this  section,  his  wife  being  Elizabeth  (To- 
bias), born  June  13,  1788,  died 'Oct.  fi,  1801.  She, 
too,  is  buried  at  the  Urban  Church..  They  had 
three  sons  and  two  daughters:  Joseph  settled  in 

Crawford  county.  Pa.,  where  he  followed  farming 
and  died  leaving  a large  family:  William  T.  is 
mentioned  below:  Moses,  who.  was  a carpenter  and 
farmer,  settled  in  Jefferson  county.  Pa.,  where  he 
died  (lie  had  two  sons)  : I.ydia  married  Abraham 
Islock  and  tliey  lived  and  died  in  Xorthumberland 
county ; .Amanda  married  Edw.  Baum..  ' 
William  T.  Shaffer,  son. of  Michael,  was  a farm- 
er on  tlie  old  Iiomestead  in  Jordan  township,  where 
he  passed  all  but  a few  years  of  his  life,  movin.g 
away  for  a short  time  after  his  marriage.  He  wa«: 
born  June  17.  ISP),  and  died  May  28.  1888.  In 
his  earlier  life  he  was  a boatman  on  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal,  and  later  he  was  extensively  engaged 
in  lime-burning  as  well  as  farming,  keeping  many 
teams  liuyv  hauling  his  lime.  He  was  active  in 
church  and  public  atfairs,  and  held  offices  in  hi^ 
township  and  churcli.  He  ami  his  wife.  iMary, 
are  buried  at  St.  Paul's;  she  was  Iworn  July  4, 
1813,  daughter  of  IMichael  Lenker  (who  mai-ried 
an  Emerich).  and  died  Dec.  28,  ISbli.  They  were 
the  parents  of  the  following  children;  Michael, 
who  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  after 
which  he  went  out  to  northwestern  Xebraska.  where 
he  hecamc  a cowlioy  (he  had  a family  of  four 
children);  IMoses;  Isaac:  Aaron;  William,  who 
died  voung;  Catharine,  married  to  Jacob  Bverlv; 
Louisa,  married  to  Daniel  Sherry;  iMary,  married 
to  William  Kutz;  and  Jane,  who  married  Jesse 
Stehr  and  (second)  (diaries  Shade.  Aaron  and 
Jane  are  the  only  survivors  of  this  family. 

Aaron  Shaffer  was  reared  under  the  panmtal 
roof,  and  learned  the  details  of  farm  work  at  an 
early  age.  Ho  obtained  a gi'od,  practical  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  the  home  locality  and 
by  applying  himself  as  he  grew  older,  and  he  lived 
at  home,  working  fm-  hi-  jiai'cnt',  until  he  became 


of  age.  When  quite  ynung  he  began  to  l)uru  lime, 
which  he  hauled  to  the  different  farmers  summer 
and  winter,  after  that  became  the  custom.  In  the 
early  days,  when  he  Imrned  as  much  as  28.000  or 
30,000  bushels  in  a year,  the  farmers  came  for  the 
lime,  doing  their  own  hauling,  but  it  soon  becanu.‘ 
the  custO)u  for  the  lime  burner  to  deliver  it.  Wlien 
he  came  to  carry  on  tliis  business  less  extensively. 
i\Ir.  Shaffer  averaged  12,000  bushels  annually  for 
ten  years.  Eor  a number  of  years  Mr.  Shaffer 
fuimished  the  horses  to  the  State  of  Penn.-ylvania 
for  use  at  the  annual  encampments  of  the  Xational 
Cuard,  held  at  Mount  Cretna  and  Cettysburg. 

When  iMr.  Shaffer's, grandfather,  IMichael.  owned 
the  farm,  which  has  been  in  the  familv  name  at 
least  since  1830,  its  acreage  was  mucli  greater, 
lietween  2.v<)  ami  300  acres,  extending  down  to 
Urbaji.  MTen  Aaron  Shaffer  bought  the  home- 
stead it  com})rised  onlv  ninety  acres,  to  which 
he  has  added  until  he  now  has  130.  'I’he  ]tresent 
house  and  barn  were  erected  by  AVilliam  dk  Shaf- 
fer, the  latter  about  1806-37,  aiul  there  is  still 
standing  on  the  tract  a log  tenant  house  built  liv 
IMichael  STraff'er.  Aaron  Shaffer  is  a progress- 
ive but  conservative  mendier  of  his  communitv. 
respected  and  trusted  by  a wide  circle  of  friends 
and  acquaintances.  He  has  been  a valuable  cit- 
izen, having  served  many  years  as  a member  of  the 
township  school  board,  and  for  a numlier  of  years 
past  he  has  been  an  overseer  of  the  poor.  Politic- 
ally he  is  a Democrat,  and  in  religion  he  is  a Luth- 
eran, belonging  to  St.  Paul’s  C'hurch:  he  wa« 
deacon  for  many  years,  later  an  elder,  and  since 
IbnO  has  been  a trustee. 

In  1882  iMr.  Shaffer  married  Lizzie  Baum, 
daughter  of  JTenry._.D....aiid-  Cathariiie,,  ( Moym; ) 
Baum,  of  Mahantango  townshi]),  Scliuylkill  C.'o., 
Pa.,  and  thel’liave  had  five  children:  jennie  Itl.. 
who  mai'i’ied  Charles  Engel  and  lives  at  Herndon. 
Pa.;  William  IT.,  born  i\Iay  31,  1887:  Tdiarle'  D.. 
born  Eeb.  2,  188!!;  IMamie  C. : and  George  P. 

POTHEPMEL.  The  Pothermel  family  is  well 
represcTited  in  Jordan  township,  where  William  W., 
Liizarus  W..  i\Ianasses  W.  and  Monwe  Pothermel. 
all  sons  of  the  late  Isaac  Pothermel,  reside.  The 
Pothermels  have  been  identified  with  this  section 
of  Xortlmml)erlaml  from  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century,  when  Abraham  Pothermel,  grandfa- 
ther of  the  four  brothers  mentioned,  came  hither 
from  Berks  county,  where  Ids  ancestors  located  in 
an  early  day. 

This  Pothermel  family  traces  its  genealogv  back 
some  four  hundred  years  to  one  Johannes  Pothcr- 
mcl.  who  won  both  fame  and  a name  in  the  earlv 
wars  of  German v.  He  was  a brave  soldier,  and  so 
, frc(|uently  dyed  his  arm  in  the  blood  of  his  enemies 
that  his  comrades  designated  him  as  Jer  Tioth  Er- 
iiirl  (red  sleeve),  and  in  this  wav  he  acquired  the 
name  Pothermel. 
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•liilin  PotheriiK'l,  descendant  of  this  early  pro- 
genitor, was  born  in  the  Province  of  Waclibacli, 
Holland,  in  1688,  and  in  1708  married  Sybilla 
Zinmiorman,  native  of  tlie  same  province,  and  a sis- 
ter of  the  famous  General  Zimmerman  of  the 
Dutch  army.  In  1730,  after  the  birth  of  one 
claugliter  and  live  sons,  he  set  sail  from  Iiotterdam 
with  his  entire  family  for  America.  John  Potli- 
ermel  died  at  sea  and  never  saw  the  shores  of  the 
■country  tor  which  he  started.  His  wife  and  chil- 
dren arrived  at  Philadelphia  Aug.  '10,  1730,  and 
the  following  year  settled  in  what  is  now  Berks 
county,  Pa.  Tlie  daughter,  Anna  Maria,  who  had 
married  Peter  Felherolf  in  Wachbach  in  1729, 
soon  settled  with  her  husband  in  IMacungie  town- 
, ship,  Lehigh  Co..  Pa.,  where  they  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives.  The  five  sons  were : 
Lawrence,  Peter,  Paul.  John  and  Christian,  all  of 
whom  settled  in  Berks  county.  All  the  early  Pioth- 
crmels  are  Imried  in  the  family  cemetery  at  IVal- 
nuttown,  Berks  county.  Lawrence,  the  eldest  son, 
settled  in  Windsor  township,  where  he  married  a 
Miss  Kuhns ; he  rose  to  be  one  of  the  foremost 
citizens  of  that  section.  Paul  purchased  a large 
tract  of  land  in  IMaiden-creek  township  and  settled 
upon  it:  he  married  Catharine  Maurer,  by  whom 
he  had  five  sons  and  oue  daughter.  Peter  became 
a large  land  owner  in  tlie  fertile  vallev  of  the 
Manatawn}',  where  he  prospered  and  raised  a fam- 
ily of  four  children.  John  settled  in  Windsor 
township,  where  his  elder  brother,  Lawrence,  had 
already  located.  Christian,  tlie  youngest  of  the 
family,  purchased  a large  tract  of  land  in  IMaiden- 
creek  totvnship,  adjoining  the  property  of  his  broth- 
er Paul ; he  married  and  had  six  children,  two 
sons  and  four  daughters. 

One  Leonard  Koadarmcl,  “late  of  Berks  county,'’ 
died  in  Push  township,  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa., 
in  1835.  On  June  12,  1835,  letters  of  adminis- 
tration Avere  granted  to  his  son  John  Poadarmel, 
who  gave  boncl  in  tlie  sum  of  $500  (record  at  court- 
house, Sunburv.  Pennsylvania). 

A son  Abraham  is  recorded  among  the  children 
■of  Peter  Pothermel.  son  of  John,  but  as  the  rec- 
•ords  say  Abi*ihani  had  a brother  Joseph,  "a  tall 
man,”  he  could  not  have  belonged  to  that  family,  as 
Peter  had  no  son  .Toseph.  Abraham  Avas  evidently. 
hoAA'cver,  a gi-andson  of  John  and  Sybilla.  but 
through  Avhich  son  these  records  do  not  shoAv. 

Abraham  Pothermel  Avas  born  in  Oley  toAvnship, 
Berks  countv.  Aug.  22,  1777.  came  to  Northum- 
berland county  after  his  marriage,  and  lived  near 
Eeliuck,  in  Avhat  is  now  Washington  toAvnship.  He 
owned  a large  fanu  (uoav  in  the  ])ossession  of  Dan- 
iel Kahler),  Avas  a blacksmith  by  trade,  and  Avas 
noted  for  his  strength.  He  died  Feb.  23,  1861.  Avhen 
over  eighty-tliree  years  old.  and  he  and  his  Avife. 
Catharine  hTeager  (or  Eeager),  are  buried  ab  the 
Hirnmel  Cliurcli  ; she  Avas  born  Doc.  21,  1779,  and 
died  Sept.  1,  1872,  when  over  ninety-two  years 


old.  This  worth}'  couple  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Charles,  mentioned  at  length 

beloAv;  Martin,  who  located  in  Ogle  county.  111.' 
( his  son  Pobert  served  in  the  Union  army,  and 
he  had  also  a son  Amos)  : Hannah,  Avho  married 
iMichael  Emerich  (no  children)  ; Susanna,  Avho 
mai'i’icd  Jacob  Hofiman,  of  Washington,  North- 
umlterland  county;  Mary,  Avhose  first  husband 
Avas  a Mr.  Geist,  her  second  AndreAV  Kahler  (they 
located  at  Ped  Bank,  in  Jefi'erson  county.  Pa.)  : 
Catharine,  Avho  married  Charles  Boardsherrv,  and 
lived  at  Northumberland  : Isaac,  mentioned  beloAv; 
and  Amos,  avIio  settled  in  Illinois,  and  whose 
daughter  married  a minister  (he  served  in  the  Fed- 
eral army  during  the  Civil  Avar  and  met  his  nepheAv, 
William,  in  the  general  revieAV  at  IVashington  at 
the  close  of  the  Avar). 

Charles  Pothermel,  son  of  Abraham,  Avas  born 
Aug.  8,  1808,  and  died  aged  eighty-three  years, 
seA'en  months,  five  days.  He  Avas  a farmer,  resid- 
ing Avhere  Daniel  Kahler  noAA'  lives,  in  Washington 
toAvnship,  and  OAvned  that  farm,  having  133  acres 
cleared  and  some  Avoodlancl.  He  was  a Democrat, 
served  as  school  director  of  his  toAvnship,  and  Avas 
an  active  member  of  the  Reformed  congregation  at 
the  Himmel  Church,  Avhere  he  held  the  offices  of 
deacon  and  elder  many  years,  also  giving  long 
sei'vice  as  member  of  the  church  council.  He  Avas 
tAvice  married,  and  by  his  first  Avife,  whose  maiden 
name  Avas  BoAA-er,  had  children : Killian,  Harriet 

(Avife  of  Benjamin  Phillips),  Aaron,  Joseph  and 
Amanda.  We  ha\-e  record  of  Joseph  Pothermel, 
who  died  Oct.  5,  1901,  aged  sixty-three  years, 
eleven  months,  six  days,  and  avIio  may  have  been 
the  son  Joseph  here  mentioned.  Amanda  Potber- 
mel,  ‘slaughter  of  Carlos  and  Elizabeth, born 
Nov.  4.  1842.  died  June  3,  1861.  FYr  his  second 
Avife  iMr.  Rotheimel  married  IMrs.  Harriet  (Beis- 
sel  or  Beisel)  Clark,  daughter  of  Daniel  Beissel  or 
Beisel  and  avIcIoav  of  John  Clark.  She  Avas  born 
April  28,  1823,  and  died  Jan.  1,  1894.  By  this 
marriage  there  Avere  eight  children : Abraham, 

born  in  1847.  "who  died  in  1862:  Helena,  Avhn  mar- 
ried Elias  Oxenreider  (he  is  deceased)  : Daniel, 
mentioned  below;  Frank,  uoav  a resident  of  Trex- 
orton.  Pa.:  Catharine.  tAvin  -of'  Frank,  Avho  was 
l)orn  in  1855,  and  died  in  1862:  LeAA'is  B.,  avIio  is 
mentioned  later  in  this  article:  Mary,  aa'Iio  married 
James  Geist  and  (second)  Monroe  Pebuck:  and 
Sai-ah.  deceased,  Avho  Avas  the  Avife  of  Daniel  Sny- 
der. 

Daniel  Pothermel.  son  of  Charles,  Avas  born 
Sepr.  22,  1852,  in  Washington  toAvnship,  and  Avas 
reared  upon  the  farm,  Avorking  for  his  parents  un- 
til be  attained  Ids  majority.  He  began  farming 
on  his  father's  homestead  as  a tenant,  continuing 
thus  four  vears,  after  which  he  moved  to  Eldrcd 
township,  Schuylkill  county,  where  he  fanned  for 
seven  years.  He  then  spent  four  years  in  'Wash- 
ington township,  .Northund.)crland  county,  four 
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yonrs  in  Jackson  township,  ami  for  the  next  seven 
years  fanned  in  tlie  Lvkens  Valley.  In  1902  lie 
retunied,  to  IVashington  toivnship  and  purchased 
the  David  Ferster  homestead  of  135  acres,  owning 
also  his  father-in-law's  house  near  Urban,  where 
he  lives;  this  house  stands  on  an  acre  of  ground 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Ferster  farm.  iNtr. 
Kothermel  rents  his  own  farm.  Mr.  Rothermel 
married  Catharine  Ferster,  daughter  of  David  and 
Judith  (F) rosins)  Ferster,  and  they  have  had  a 
large  family,  viz.:  John  died  at  the  age  of  twen- 

ty-one years;  Jane  married  "Wilson  Brosius  and 
they  live  in  Washington  township;  James,  born 
May  4,  18T9.  is  now  the  tenant  on  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  is  engaged  in  cultivating  (he  mar- 
ried Anna  Boliuei'.  daughter  of  Peter  Bohner, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Carrie)  : Ida  lives  in 
Sunbury;  Charles  is  in  business  as  an  undertaker 
at  Iberndon,  this  county  ; Levi  is  mentioned  below  ; 
Katie  and  IMabol  are  engaged  as  silk  workers  at 
Sunbury;  Minnie  died  aged  four  years;- one  son 
died  in  infancy.  IMr.  Kothermel  is  a Democrat, 
and  in  religious  connection  he  and  his  family  are 
Eeformed  members  of  St.  Paul's  Church  at  Urban, 
of  which  he  was  deacon  some  years  and  since  1903 
has  held  the  office  of  elder. 

Levi  Eothermel,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in 
Washington  township  and  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  later  attending 
Union  Seminary,  in  TViion  county.  Pa.  In  1901 
he  received  his  license  to  teach  puiblic  school  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  teaching  in  "Washing- 
ton township,  the  past  four  terms  in  the  Salem 
sclioolhouse.  During  the  summer  months  he  en- 
gages in  clerking  in  the  store  at  Mount  Carmel. 

Lewis  B.  Eothermel.  son  of  Charles,  passed  his 
earlier  years  in  Washington  township,  Avhere  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  In  1895  he  moved  into 
Upper  Mahanoy  toAvnship,  where  he  also  carried 
on  farming,  and  in  19t)2  he  purchased  the  farm, 
where  lie  aftenvard  made  his  home,  dying  there 
Sept.  22,  1900.  aged  forty-eight  years,  nine  months, 
twenty-two  days.  He  is  buried  at  Howerters 
Church,  in  Upjiei-  Alalianoy  township.  In  politics 
he  was  a Democrat,  in  religion  an  adherent  of  the 
Eefornied  faith.  His  wife,  Mary  1\.  (Brosius-), 
daughter  of  Andrew  Brosius.  died  July  1.  1902, 
aged  thirty-nine  years,  tivo  months,  sixteen  days. 
Xine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Dlrs.  Pother- 
mel:  Minnie,  who  married  John  Miller:  Lizzie, 

unmarried  ; Harvey  A. ; Etta,  who  married  Samuel 
Snyder  and  lives  in  Xebraska;  Allen;  Arthur: 
Francis:  John,  and  iMary. 

Harvey  A.  Kothermel  was  born  Sept.  19,  1882, 
on  the  Charles  Kothermel  farm  near  Kebuc-k.  at- 
tended the  Tnwnship  schools,  and  ivas  reared  to 
farm  life.  For  four  years  he  worked  in  the  store 
for  F.  L.  Kehres  at  Kebuc-k,  and  for  one  year  hired 
out  on  a farm,  beginning  for  himself,  at  his  pres- 
ent place,  in  190n.  This  farm,  which  has  seventy- 


eight  acres  of  cleared  laud,  formerly  belonged  to 
his  uncle,  Josopli  Kothermel,  and  before  his  oivner- 
ship  was  a Keitz  homestead.  It  is  in  "Wishington 
township,  near  the  llimmel  Church.  Mr.  Koth- 
ermel is  at  present  serving  as  one  of  the  auditors 
of  his  townshi]!.  Ho  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
in  religion  clings  to  the  Keformed  faith,  belong- 
ing to  that  congregation  at  the  Himmel  Church, 
where  his  wife  holds  membership  in  the  Lutheran 
congregation.  On  May  28,  1901,  iMr.  Kothermel 
married  Katie  Kahler.  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Mary  ( Paul ) Kahler,  prominent  residents  of 
Washington  township,  and  they  have  , three  chil- 
dren: Charles,  John  and  Allen. 


Isaac  Kothermel,  son  of  Abraham,  the  pioneer 
of  the  family  in  Xorthumberland  county,  Avas  born 
April  13,  1820.  in  Washington  toAvn^hip,  and  died 
Oct.  1,  1890,  in  Jordan  toAvnship,  at  the  home  of 
his  son  Dlanasses.  He  was  a man  of  medium  size, 
raAA'-lx)ned  and  muscular,  and  folloA\-ed  the  trade 
of  blacksmith  in  his  earlier  life,  later  devoting 
himself  to  farming.  He  had  his  blacksmith  shop 
in  Jordan  toAvnshi)),  Avhere  his  .son  William  noAv 
lives,  and  he  carried  on  farming  from  1851  until 
his  retirement,  some  years  before  his  death.  He 
made  his  home  Avith  his  son  Dlonroe,  though  he  did 
not  die  at  his  house.  iMr.  Kothermel  Avas  a Ke- 
formed member  of  Klingei's  Church,  but  he  and 
his  Avife  Hannah  (Wiest)  are  buried  at  Zion's 
Union  Church,  near  KlingerstoAvn.  She  Avas  born 
Deo.  10,  1823,  daughter  of  Samuel  Wiest  and 
granddaughter  of  Jacob  Wiest,  of  Berks  county, 
and  died  Sepr.  T.  1887.  To  Isaac  Kothermel  and 
his  wife  Avas  born  a family  of  tAvelve  children : 
William  M'. ; Amos:  Jestina,  avuIoav  of  John 
"Weiser;  Lucy,  ]Mrs.  Xicholas  Adams:  Eve,  Avdio 
died  young;  Catharine,  who  died  young:  Lazarus 
; Manasses  W. ; Esrom  ; Monroe;  Abraham  ; and 
Hannah,  iMrs.  Ammon  Houck. 

William  W.  KoTiiEiniKL.  son  of  Isaac,  Avas  born 
May  2.  1842,  in  the  same  district  Avhere  he  uoav 
lives  in  Jordan  toAvnship.  He  remained  at  home 
on  the  farm  until  be  Avent  into  the  army  during- 
the  Civil  war.  as  a member  of  ('ompanv  A,  50th 
Kegiment,  Pennsylvania  Yolunteer  Infantry,  en- 
listing for  three  a ears  or  during  the  Avar.  He  Avas 
nineteen  Avhen  he  entered  the  service.  Before  the 
expiration  of  this  term  he  rcenlisted,  in  eastern 
'renne>see.  at  Blaine's  Cross  Koad,  for  another 
three  years,  in  the  same  company  and  regiment, 
and  served  to  the  end  of  the  Avar.  He  becfime  a 
third  sergeant  and  right  general  guide.  His  ex- 
periences of  trial  and  hardship  Avere  unusual,  even 
for  army  life.  He  not  only  traveled  all  over  the 
South,  but  also  in  (")hio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  iiml 
Avas  in  thirty-tAvo  engagements,  including  Bull 
Kun,  Fredericksburg,  Anti('tam,  Soutli  Dlountain, 
Vicksburg,  Jackson,  siege  of  Knoxville  and  oper- 
atioiLs  in  front  of  Ikdcu-sburg.  He  Avas  in  Slier- 
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iiKUi'ri  anil}'.  lE'iuming  to  Xortliuinborlaml 
count}'  at  the  close  oi:  his  .service,  he  soon  began 
tanning  in  Hubley  toivn.ship.  Schuvlkill  count}', 
wliere  he  was^a  tenant  for  nine  years,  in  18T7 
settling  at  liis  present  locatfon  in  .Iordan  town- 
ship, Xoithumberhuul  county.  His  home  is  on  a 
tract  of  twenty-two  acres,  which  he  cultivates, 
though  he  leads  a semi-retired  life.  He  is  a ear- 
])enter,  and  has  followed  his  trade  in  connection 
with  agriculture.  He  is  serving  at  present  as  an 
auditor  of  his  townshijn  has  been  school  director 
and  supervisor,  and  is  one  of  the  most  respected 
residents  of  his  section.  He  is  a licpublican  in 
politics.  On  Dec.  do,  18(5.5.  Mr.  Hothermel  was 
married  in  Xorthumlierland  county  to  Sarah  Shaf- 
fer, daughter  of  Daniel  and  IMary  ('Bohner)  Shaf- 
fer, and  they  have  the  following  children:  Emma, 
Mrs.  .lolui  Saltzer;  iManasses,  of  Klingerstown : 
I’olly,  iMrs.  Charles  Brown;  Monroe,  of  (fowen 
City,  Pa.;  .Jennie,  i\Irs.  Cordon  Klinger;  and 
Minnie,  Mrs.  Harvey  Smith.  iMr.  Pothermel  and 
his  family  worship  with  the  Reformed  congrega- 
tion of  the  Klingerstown  Church,  which  he  former- 
ly served  as  elder,  at  present  liolding  the  offices  ot 
trustee  and  trcasui'er.  » 

L.vzaiju.s  W.  Kotiikk.mkl.  son  of  Isaac,  is  a 
farmer  in  .Jordan  township,  where  he  vvas  horn 
■April  1-5,  IS.5.5,  on  the  homestead,  which  is  now 
owned  by  his  hrother  iManasses.  He  was  reared  to 
farm  life,  and  worked  for  his  parents  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  tweuty-si.x  years,  when  he  mar- 
ried, after  which  he  began  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count in  Hubley  township,.  Schuylkill  county. 
After  three  years'  residem.-e  there  he  settled  in  .Jor- 
dan township,  ]nirchasing  a tract  of  seventy  acres 
adjoining  his  father's,  homestead.  It  was  formerly 
the  Israel  Ceise  place.  The  present  house  was  re- 
modeled by  Mr.  Kothermel,  and  in  181)0  he  built 
the  substantial  Swiss  barn.  He  has  made  a spe- 
cialty of  poultry  raising,  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  his  work,  heing  one  of  the  leading  farm- 
ers of  his  township.  He  has  served  three  terms  as 
school  director,  and  is  also  active  in  church  life, 
l)eing  a member' of  the  Peformed  congregation  of 
the  Hebe  Union  Cburch,  where  he  has  held  the 
office  of  elder  for  a nundier  of  years.  Before  he- 
coming  a member  at  Hebe  he  was  identified  with 
Klingers  Church,  of  which  he  served  as  deacon. 
In  politics  he  is  a Hepuhlican. 

On  Aug.  7,  1881,  Mr.  Hothermel  married  Emma 
Bush,  daughter  of  Samuel  ancl  IMary  (Hollen- 
bach)  Bush,  and  thirteen  children  have  been  born 
to  this  union:  .Jane,  who  died  aged  ten  years, 

two  months;  .lestina,  now  the  wife  of  .Tames  Huu- 
kel ; Alice  E.,  wife  of  .Jai'ob  Wiest ; Charles  H., 
who  died  in  his  second  year;  Ida  il.,  who  has 
been  teaebing  [lublic  school  in  Xorthumberland 
couuty  for  three  years;  .lohn  l.i..  who  is  a car- 
])enter ; E.  Bertha;  Saimud  E. ; Eva  M.;  Harry  X. ; 
.Maizie  iM. ; Minnie  E..  and  Elma  E. 


i\!-VNAssi:s  W.  Ho'rim;.Mt;t,,  son  of  Isaac,  was 
born  Se})t.  tM,  1857,  on  the  farm  in  Jordan  town- 
ship where  he  nr  w lives,  and  was  there  reared  to 
farm  life.  After  working  for  his  parents  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eigliteen  years,  he  followed  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  for  seven  years,  in  Uniontown 
and  at  Klingerstown.  He  was  ne.vt  engaged  in 
huckstering  for  about  fifteen  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1898  he  began  farming  on  his  father’s  home- 
stead. where  ho  has  since  lived,  now  owning  the 
place,  which  contains  1011,  acres.  This  farm  is 
part  of  a ' tract  of  500  acres  which  long  ago  be- 
longed to  the  Bickels,  who  lived  in  Berks  county, 
and  was  bought  by  them  from  Samuel  Wiest ; it  is 
now  divided  into  several  farms.  -On  April  20, 
1908,  iMr.  Hothermel  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  house  by  tiro',  which  totally  destroyed  it  with 
all  its  contents,  including  valuable  documents  of 
historic  worth.  The  summer  of  that  year  he 
erected  the  nice  frame  house  which  ho  and  his 
famil}'  now  occupy.  'I’lie  barn  on  the  farm  is  a 
landmark  of  the  region,  having  been  built  by  Isaac 
Hothermel  in  1851,  when  he  came  to  .Jordan  town- 
ship, and’ he  built  the  house  (the  one  burned  in 
1908)  the  same  year;  at  that  time  only  ten  acres 
of  the  farm  were  cleared.  iMr.  Hothermel  is  one 
of  the  substantial  and  esteemed  residents  of  his 
neighborhood,  being  a typical  member  of  a family 
which  has  long  been  known  for  solid  worth. 

In  1880  Mr.  Hothermel  married  Eliza  'Wentzel. 
daughter  of  Isaac  Wentzel,  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  His  sec- 
ond marriage  was  to  Susan  Bixler,  daughter  of 
.lohh  and  Sallie  (Baum)  Bixler,  of  Ahtlley  View, 
Schuylkill  Co..  Pa.,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
five  children;  A.  Hobert,  Huth,  Mabel  G.,  .John 
E.  and  Manasses.  Air.  Hothermel  and  his  family 
are  members  of  the  Heformed  congregation  at  the 
Klingerstown  Church,  and  he  has  served  as  deacon 
and  elder.  In  political  matters  he  is  a Hep’ublican. 

David  Bixler,  Airs.  Hothermel's  gi’andfather, 
was  related  to  the  Bixlers  of  Berks  county,  the 
families  often  exchanging  visits.  Pie  served  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  died  soon  after  his  return  home 
from  the  army.  He  married  Susait  Wolfgang, 
and  their  children  besides  John  were:  Elias, 

Amos,  Phnanuel.  Haul,  Helen,  Alaria,  Katie  and 
Alatilda. 

John  Bixler,  son  of  David,  was  a farmer  and 
miner  by  occupation.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
following  children  ; .tames.  Thamson  (cleceased), 
Susan,  Frances.  Lewis.  Alfreda,  Hufus  (deceased), 
Hettie,  Lora  and  Alabel. 

AIoxijok  HoTHi-:i!vn;i..  son  of  Isaac,  was  horn 
Alarch  6.  18(i‘E  in  Jordan  township,  and  is  now 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  there.  He  lived 
with  his  imreiits  until  they  died  and  was  brought 
up  to  farming,  woi'king  for  his  father  until  1888 
and  since  that  time  for  himself.  All  his  life  has 
beeti  [la.-ssed  in  hi'  native  townsbii>.  His  farm 
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Is  an  .attractive  [)lace  of  too  aci'cs.  well  located,  Arlie  I'tlay.  Mr.  I.'uthennel  and  his  family  arc- 
■on  the  road  between  Hebe  and  Klingerstown,  is  nieinliers  of  the  Lntiieran  (.'hurcli. 
c(|nipped  witli  good  hnildings  and  has  betni  ma- 
terially improved  during  the  ownership  of  iMr.  JACKSOX^  ]\[.  EXOTjE,  who  has  a fine  farm  in 
fiothcnncl,  who  i<  an  intelligent  worker  and  a Boyle's  Bun,  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  X’orth- 
notably  good  manager.  I r was  once  the  homestead  umberland  county,  has  made  his  home  on  that 
of  J’eter  Bebuck  and  was  later  bought  by  Fred-  property  for  many  years,  and  its  present  fine  con- 
eiick  Scliwalm,  from  whom  Mr.  Bothermel  ])ur-  dition  is  due  entirely  to  his  progressive  and  sys- 
chased  it.  He  also  owns  a twelve-acre  tract  of  tematic  industry.  iMr.  Engle  was  born  IMay  2, 
woodland  in  Daipiliin  county.  lie  is  one  of  the  on  the  farm  of  his  father  in  Lower  Mahanoy 

desirable  citizens  of  Ids  community,  is  at  i>resent  townshij),  this  county,  and  he  is  a son  of  Joel 
senitig  as  older  of  the  Beformed  congregation  at  Engle  and  grandson 'd' Heorge  Engel, 
the  .Klingerstown  Church,  and  was  formerly  George  Engel  lived  in  Jackson  township, 
deacon.  His  family  also  belong  to  that  congre-  Xoithumberland  county,  he  and  his  brother  Abra- 
gation.  Bolitically  Mr.  Bothermel  supports  the  ham  coming  from  one  of  tlie  lower  coumies  of 
Kepublican  party.  the  State,  [iroliably  Berks.  He  did  laboring  work. 

On  Xov.  28.  lS8f),  Mr.  I’othermel  married  Liz-  and  was  well  known  for  his  skill  as  a violiidst.  His 
zie  Schmeltz,  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Lena  (Mas-  children  were:  JVilliam,  Joel  and  Ed. 
ser)  Schmeltz  and  granddaughter  of  Andrew  and  Joel  Engle,  son  <d'  George,  was  but  three  years 
Catharine  (Haag)  Schmeltz.  They  have  had  three  old  when  his  father  died.  He  settled  one  mile 
childi'en:  Charles,  Allen  and  Hannah.  south  of  Dalmatia,  in  Lower  IMahanoy  township, 

— where  he  followed  farming,  owning  a tract  of  nine- 

Andrew  Eothei'inel,  of  Dalmatia,  this  c-<mnty,  tv  acres  now  the  property  of  Jacob  IMartz.  The 

is  one  of  the  well  known  residents  of  his  section,  place  was  an  old  Ziegler  homestead,  and  as  laid  out 
■Ho  is  at  present  serving  as  road  supervisor  of  at  pi'esent  comprises  four  different  tracts,  located 
Lower  iMahanov  township,  and  for  some  years  as  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Susiiuehanna.  IMr. 
ta.\  collector.  He  owns  his  home  at  Dalmatia.  To  Engle  built  tbe  present  dwelling  on  the  place.  He 
him  and  his  wife  Sai'ah  (Zartman),  daughter  of  was  a lie])ublican  in  politics,  served  his  district 
Adam  Zartman,  were  born  the  following  children:  in  the  capacity  of  tax  Collector,  and  was  also  a use- 
Ceorge,  Ida,  Oscar,  Annie.  Charles  E.,  Malinda,  ful  member  of  tlie  church,  holding  office  for  many 
Emma,  Alice  and  Adam.  years  as  deacon  and  elder  at  the  Stone  Valley 

Charles  E.  Bothermel.  son  of  Andrew,  was  born  Church,  where  he  was  identified  with  the  Beformed 

April  22,  ISfib.  in  Lower  Mahanoy  township,  and  congregation.  He  and  his  wife,  who  died  only 
was  reared  upon  the  farm.  After  reaching  man-  four  weeks  apart,  are  buried  there.  She  was  Cath- 
hood  he  tended  bar  in  Shamokin  for  a time,  and  arine  M'alt,  daughter  of  'Willoughby  AValt.  Thir- 
later,  in  1888,  engaged  in  the  bottling  business  at  teen  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Airs.  Engle: 
Georgetown  (Dalmatia),  carrying  it  on  for  three  Alalinda  died  in  childhood:  Amelia  married 

years.  For  the  next  two  years  he  was  in  the  hotel  C'harles  Schlaman,  who  is  deceased:  Polly  married 
business  at  Dalmatia,  at  the  end  of  that  time  Joseph  Kessler;  Jackson  AI.  is  mentioned  below: 
moving  to  Sunbury.  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  Jeremiah  is  a resident  of  Shamokin:  W’illoughby 
same  line.  His  next  location  was  in  the  .borough  Lincoln  lives  in  Shamokin;  Jane  is  the  widow  of 
of  Xorthumberland,  where  he  conducted  the  “A'an-  Josiah  Zimmerman;  Annie  married  Adam  Lenker; 
kirk  House”  for  several  years,  after  which  he  Katie  married  Charles  Wdrt : John  and  Charles 
purchased  the  ‘"Xational  Ilnuse”  at  Dalmatia  and  are  residents  of  Shamokin:  Frank  lives  in  Illinois; 
ran  it  for  seven  years.  He  then  returned  to  Sun-  Carrie  died  aged  five  years. 

bury,  where  he  became  proprietor  of  the  ‘‘Packer  Jackson  AI.  Engle  was  reared  npoii  the  home 
House,”  being  thus  engaged  for  a period  of  live  farm,  working  for  his  parents  until  nearly  twen- 
years,  until,  in  IbOO.  Le  became  proprii.'tor  of  his  tv  years  old.  when  he  married.  He  came  to  the 
present  establishnumt.  the  ‘‘City  Hotel.”  It  is  the  farm  in  Lower  Augusta  township  which  he  has 
leading  hotel  in  the  city  and  is  carried  on  along  since  occupied  some  time  after  that  event,'  and 
modern  lines,  enjoying  the  patronage  of  the  best  during  the  first  twentv-one  years  of  his  residence 
trade.  Air.  Bothermel  served  as  school  director  there  farmed  the  land  on  shares,  bnying  it  in 
while  a resident  id'  Lowin'  Alahanoy  township,  and  190(j.  It  contains  PA)  acres  of  valualile  land  in 
he  has  always  been  active  in  the  interests  id'  the  the  district  known  as  Boyle's  Bun  and  is  in  e.x- 
Bejuiblican  partv.  Suciallv  he  belongs  to  the  Or-  cellent  condition,  thanks  to  his  care  and  good  man- 
der  of  Owls  at  Snnbury,  <•  agement.  Air.  Engle  has  the  reputation  of  hav- 

Alr.  Bothermel  married  Sarah  Fenstermacher,  ing  the  best  li\e  stock  in  the  valley,  and  he  al- 
daughter  ot  Alicliael  Ferstermaoher,  of  Lower  ways  keeps  tine  horses.  He  is  a Be))uldican  in  his 
Alahanoy  township,  and  they  have  one  daughter,'  jiolitical  preferences,  but  votes  independently,  and 
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in  religion  ho  i^^  a rn>hvteHan,  la?longing  to  tlie 
Mountain  Church,  of  wliich  he  is  a trustee.  As 
a citizen  he  is  respected  bv  all  who  know  him  for 
his  sterling-  ^lorth  and  reliable  rpialities. 

On  Jan.  13,  1817,  ^Ir.  Engle  married  Beatte 
DeWitt,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Abby  (Shipman) 
DeWitt,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing children  : Galen  married  Della  Reader  ; Emma 
married  Dennis  Conrad ; Rosa  married  Peter  Con- 
rad (brother  of  Dennis)  : Ira  is  married  and  liv- 
ing in  Harrisburg;  Irwin  lives  in  Harrisburg; 
Harry;  William  lives  in  Sunbury:  Samuel  and 
Carrie  are  at  home. 

DAXIEL  STAHL,  now  living  retired  in  Sha- 
mokin,  was  connected  for  over  thirty  years  with  the 
old  Eagle  Run  Brewer}’,  in  Coal  township,  a short 
distance  from  the  city,  as  brewmaster.  For  about 
twenty  years  he  hold  that  position  under  the  pro- 
prietorshij)  of  Martin  Markle  and  after  he  sold 
out  continued  for  twelve  years  with  his  success- 
ors, retiring  in  1907. 

Mr.  Stahl  was  born  Aug.  10.  181:7,  at  Leon- 
berg,  about  twelve  miles  from  Stuttgart,  the  cap- 
ital of  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  son  of  Jacob  and 
Wilhelmina  (Heiges)  Stahl,  who  brought  their 
family  to  America  in  1853,  landing  at  Xew  York 
City.  The  trip  was  made  by  sailing  vessel,  and 
took  fifty-five  days.  The  family  first  settled  at 
Xewark,  X.  J.,  remaining  there  one  year,  and 
then  -moved  to  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.,  where  a p»er- 
nianent  home  was  established.  Jacob  Stahl  had 
been  a house  builder  in  his  native  land.  .Vt  Mauch 
Chunk  he  found  employment  in  the  car  shops,  and 
also  followed  contracting  and  building  to  some 
extent.  He  died  there  in  1875,  his  wife  surviving 
until  1877,  and  both  are  buried  at  Upper  IMauch 
Chunk.  I’liey  were  the  parents  of  sixteen  children, 
six  of  whom  died  young,  in  Germany,  the  other 
ten  acconi];)anying  the  parents  to  America,  viz. : 
John.  Wilhelmina,  Catherine,  iMary,  Jacobina, 
Barbara,  Christina,  Peter,  Daniel  and  Frederick 

Daniel  Stahl  attended  school  at  Mauch  Chunk. 
He  learned  the  carpenters  trade  with  his  father, 
with  wliom  he  worked  during  the  summers,  in  the 
wintertime  learning  brewing.  In  1875  he  came 
to  Shaniokin  and  entered  the  cmjdoy  of  Martin 
Markle,  for  wliom  he  was  brewmaster  unril  1895, 
when  IMr.  Markle  sold  his  interests  in  the  l>rewery 
to  Fuhrmaun  & Schmidt.  IMr.  Stahl  was  brew- 
master  with  the  new  owners  until  his  retirement 
in  1907.  He  is  acting  as  one  of  the  executors  of 
the  large  estate  of  his  father-in-law.  IMartin  Markle. 

In  1877  IMr.  Stahl  married  Helena  M.  ^larkle, 
daughter  of  Martin  IMarkle,  his  eni})loyer,  and  a 
family  of  eight  children  was  born  to  them.  Daniel 
and  Sarah  dying  young;  Willielmina  married  John 
Edmund  and  lives  at  Sliamokin  ; Sybilla  S.  mar- 
ried August  Steinhart,  of  Shamokin  ; Mary  C.  mar- 
ried Thomas  DIorgan,  of  Sliamokin;  George  D. 


lives  uitli  his  father;  Henry  M.  i.:-  a ri^sident  of 
Shamokin;  Gertrude  C.  married  Ephraim  S. 
Weaver,  of  Shamokin.  The  mother  died  Feb.  11, 
1905,  and  is  buried  in  the  Shamokin  cemetery. 
IMr.  Stahl  makes  hi.«  home  at  Shamokin.  He  is  a 
Lutheran  in  religious  faith. 

CHARLES  H.  XEWCOMBE,  who  is  engaged 
as  chief  clerk  in  the  converting  works  of  the  Sus- 
(.juehanna  Silk  Mills,  at  Sunbur\,  has  resided  in 
that  borough  since  1902.  He  has  been  employed 
in  silk  mills  ever  since  he  commenced  work,  and 
his  familiarity  with  the  business  ami  fidelity  to- 
his  duties  make  him  deserving  of  his  present  re- 
sponsibilities. He  is  a native  of  Brooklyn,  X.  Y., 
born  IMay  28,  1882. 

Mr.  Xewcomlie’s  grandfather  was  born  in  Scot- 
land. and  .on  coming  to  America  settled  in  Xew 
York  City.  Albert  Post  Xewcombe,  his  father, 
was  born  in  that  city,  and  became  a shipbuilder. 
He  has  followed  tliat  occupation  all  his  life,  being 
still  active  and  engaged  at  his  trade  in  Brooklyn. 
He  married  Janet  Cornell,  member  of  a well  known 
family  of  X'ew  A"ork  City,  one  of  whose  members 
is  Frank  Cornell.  To  ;^tr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Post 
Xewcombe  were  Ijorn  eight  children,  those  besides 
Charles  H.  being;  -lane  married  William  Hatch, 
and  they  reside  in  Brooklyn;  Charlotte  marrieil 
F.  1).  DeGroff,  who  is  now  deceased;  Abbie  I. 
married  Harvey  L.  Tcater;  Beulah  married  Wil- 
liam J.  Briggs;  'William  C.  is  a resident  of  Brook- 
lyn ; Harry  and  Allie  are  deceased. 

Charles  H.  Xewcombe  received  his  education  in 
the  public  scliools,  graduating  when  sixteen  years 
old.  He  then  found  a jtosition  in  the  silk  house 
of  Hoeninghaus  & Curtiss,  with  which  firnr  he  re- 
mained until  he  took  his  present  position,  in 
Sunbury,  where  he  arrived  Dec.  15.  1902.  Since 
settling  in  this  borough  he  has  become  well  known 
in  the  IMasonic  fraternity,  l.-eing  a member  of 
iMaclay  Lodge,  Xo.  032,  F.  X A.  IM. ; of  X’orth- 
undierland  Chapter,  Xo.  171,  R.  A.  IM. ; and  of 
!Mount  Henuon  Commandery,  Xo.  85,  K.  T. 

Dn  June  18,  1901.  Mr.  Xewcombe  married 
Laura  F.  Quincy,  who  belongs  to  an  English  fam- 
ily. daughter  of and  Annie  Quincy.  Mr. 

and  Mrs.  X’ewcondie  have  had  two  children;  Eve- 
lyn Gladys  and  Cornell  Harold. 

ITIOMAS  G.  FRYER,  a young  business  man 
ot  Turbutville,  X'orthunibcrland  county,  engaged  as 
a tinsmith  and  dealer  in  stoves,  etc.,  is  building  up 
an  excellent  trade  by  industry  and  thorough  at- 
tention to  the  calls  of  his  customers.  He  is  a 
native  of  Lewis  li  w o-'  ip.  born  May  27,  1891.  son 
of  John  H.  Fryer  and  grandson  of  Jacob  Fryer, 
who  now  lives  at  Milton,  Ra..  with  his  daughter. 
Dlrs.  Amanda  Smith,  on  iMalioning  street. 

John  IT.  Fryer  was  born  Jan.  13,  185ti,  at  Port 
C’linton,  Pa.,  and  -wbcp  a ma-'  ’ > -ned  the 
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carpenter's  trade,  whieli  lie  tollnwed  some  years, 
cit  Milton,  Pa.,  with  diaries  Jvoch.  Later  lie  be- 
came a railroad  engineer  on  the  Philadelphia  & 
Peading-  road,  following  this  occupation  for  about 
ten  years  before  his  death,  which  was  caused  bv 
heart  failure,  when  he  was  a coinparatively  young 
man.  He  ran  a freight  train  from  Catawissa  to 
Xewberry  for  some  time,  and  later  had  a run  be- 
tween Sliamokin  and  Xewberry.  lie  died  in  Lewis 
township,  where  he  made  his  home  upon  a farm 
of  forty-five  acres  still  owned  by  his  widow.  On 
Xov.  9,  187(5,  Mr.  Fryer  married  C'lara  Mackey, 
daughter  of  Ilcniy  and  Lucinda  ( Berkenstock ) 
Mackey,  who  lived  near  McEwensville,  and  grand- 
daughter of  Jacob  Berkenstock,  who  also  lived 
near  that  place.  To  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Fr}er  were 
born  twelve  children,  Elsie,  Mabel,  Charles,  Ed- 
win, Mary  E.  (deceased),  IMorris,  Homer,  Thomas 
G.,  Eussell,  Palph,  Mildred  and  Paul.  Mrs.  Fry- 
er is  a Lutheran  in  religious  connection.  Her  hus- 
band was  a member  of  the  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion, and  in  political  sentiment  he  was  a Demo- 
crat. 

Thomas  G.  Fryer  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Lewis  township,  raid  after  commencing  work 
learned  the  trade  of  tinner  with  William  X.  Pey- 
nolds,  of  Turbutville.  On  March  19,  1910,  he  en- 
gaged in  business  on  his  own  account,  carrying 
a full  stock  of  stoves  and  ranges,  rooting,  spout- 
ing, tin  and  granite  wares,  and  being  prepared 
to  do  all  kinds  of  job  work  in  his  line,  tinsmith- 
ing,  heating  and  plumbing.  He  handles  the  Acorn 
stoves  and  ranges.  Mr.  Fryer  has  one  man  in  his 
employ,  and  he  b.as  enjoyed  a thriving  trade,  which 
he’  is  enlarging  steadily  by  honest  business  meth- 
ods and  attention  to  the  wants  of  his  patrons. 
His  business  establi.shment  is  on  Main  street,  in 
the  center  of  the  town  of  Turbutville.  Ho  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  of  the  iMod- 
ern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  is  considered  a 
steady-going  and  reliable  young  man,  one  of  the 
useful  members  of  the  community. 

On  Feb.  27,  1910,  iMr.  Fryer  married  Cora 
Greiner,  daughter  of  A.  D.  and  Mary  (Wi'kolf) 
Greiner,  of  Turbutville,  who  have  a family  of 
five  chiidren  : Zwingle,  wlio  lives  at  Milton,  Pa. ; 
Tacy,  wife  of  Frank  Lawrence;  Pavmond,  of  Tur- 
butville; Florence;  and  Cora,  Mrs.  Fryer. 

ADDISOX  C.  iMILLEP,  farmer  of  Upper  Au- 
gusta township.  Yorthumberland  county,  was  born 
on  the  old  iMilb'r  homestead  in  Sliamokin  town- 
ship taken  up  by  his  great-grandfather. 

The  IMiller  family  has  long  been  established  in 
Pennsylvania.  George  iMiller.  Sr.,  commonly 
called  “Hunter  George."  because  of  his  love  for 
the  chase,  emigrated  from  Germanv  some  time 
during  the  eightcH'nth  century,  and  after  taking 
up  considerable  land  in  what  is  now  Sliamokin 
township,  Xortlmmbei-land  countv.  built  bis  little 
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he;  house  near  the  large  spring  cn  rlie  iM’ller  farm. 
In  1792  his  son,  John,  purchased  this  land  (Pine 
Grove)  from  him,  and  “Hunter  George"  took  up 
land  near  Hamburg,  in  Berks  county.  Pa.,  where 
he  lived  the  remainder  of  his  days. 

John  Miller,  son  of  George,  Sr.,  born  in  1759, 
in  1785  married  Catharine  Paber,  who  was  born 
Sept.  26,  1769,  and  to  them  were  liorn  two  sons 
and  two.  daughters:  George;  David:  Elizabeth, 
who  was  twice  married,  TTrst  to  fCAIr.  Pockefeller 
and  (second)  to  a 5Ir.  Wilhour;  and  Sarah,  Mrs. 
IMiller.  John  Miller's  death  occurred  Feb.  10, 
1801,  when  he  was  forty-five  years  old,  his  wife, 
who  survived  him  many  years,  dying  Aug.  19, 
1851,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  John  and 
Elizabeth  iMiller  are  interred  in  the  old  Bajitist 
graveyard  near  Deibler's  station,  in  Sliamokin 
township.  . 

George  Miller,  eldest  son  of  John,  was  born  on 
the  homestead  June  13,  1791.  There  he  built  the 
large  stone  barn  in  1818.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  men  of  his  day.  Previous  to  the 
construction  of  the  Centre  turnpike  the  locality 
was  not  developed  to  any  c-\tent.  He  obtained  a 
contract  for  constructing  two  miles  of  the  pike, 
erected  the  buildings  where  his  grandson  George 
IV.  Miller  now  resides,  and  after  the  stage  line 
was  started  opened  a hotel  which  he  conducted, 
in  addition  to  carrying  on  his  farm,  until  the 
Xorthern  Central  railroad  was  built.  In  polities 
he  was  a Democrat,  and  he  filled  a numlier  of  tlie 
township  offices.  He  died  July  21.  1880,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years,  his  wife  dying 
three  weeks  later.  They  are  buried  at  the  Blue 
Church.  On  Dec.  23,  1820,  Mr.  Miller  had  mar- 
ried Mary  M.  Startzel.  daughter  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  Stailzel,  and  twelve  chiidren  were  born 
to  this  union;  Elizabeth,  deceased,  5Irs.  Daniel 
Smith;  Catharine,  deceased,  5Irs.  Silas  Farrow; 
John  J.,  who  died  in  Iowa;  Posetta,  IMrs.  Sam- 
uel Lewis ; Amandus  S. ; Pussia.  deceased,  who 
married  Dr.  Aaron  Savidge:  Juliaun,  deceased, 
who  married  Pev.  Ephraim  Barker,  of  Iowa  ; Alli- 
son P..  a teacher,  who  died  in  Illinois:  William 
J.,  of  Springfield,  111.;  Clara  L.,  deceased,  wife 
of  Dr.  Isaac  Huff;  Emma,  who  married  John  Ep- 
ler,  of  Point  township;  and  one  son  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Amandus  S.  iMiller,  second  son  of  George  IMil- 
ler,  was  born  tipon  the  homestead  Sept.  13,  1828, 
and  there  grew  to  manhood.  Ho  received 'a  com- 
mon school  educatimi  and  im])roved  his  oppoituni- 
ties  so  well  that  in  earlv  maidiood  he  commenced 
teaching  in  the  juiblie  sclmols,  which  experience 
undmd)tedly  accounted  for  llic  interest  he  always 
took  in  the  cause  of  pulJic  education.  He  engaged 
in  farming  on  an  cxtensi\c  scale,  cultivating  some 
four  hundred  acres,  and  was  one  of  the  mo>t  sub- 
stantial men  of  bis  day,  accumulating  a large 
amount  of  pro[)crty  in  Sliamokin  to\^n^hip  and 


l)««d  swiHsKwj^'Jiy.q' 
f|u 


lirH-'V  fcrtJi-,  * 

ffi  mv  • ft'AW'  ';!>'iu.w'l,l»  Jwj^'  ^ 

,-i'“;TI  .Jf'if'  (no(,l  ,,l.ft  ;,^iK'W»'T^  ■ ' 

m»«i  ,.»dw ■’  .tod«'W  tyjT'n«OSVtV«t  1 m-  'H4  «l«l4';;^lWSwV 

0'>ri  /n<^l  ^ #Vi  6rt ft' Vqi<^ 


,-:\U  finft  >ftW  M- 


i:n4(5iK. , ' • «!irt>lfj  • teiwm  .iM:;'  .vot^' ' '3> . 

t ilit/  Kill  ;J4»  fti-ftav  .*<Jyi^’«»’fvfcWX'  I -i  _ « 

Jif  «.n»A  -j^nnji''  ,-!’im-*..  oi'jh*'  \.Wjl*al^ *"  '"*“ 


•fftoa 


£ft;;rj£)J8M 


.CjmWfVW^  ,<!,{f^4«^H',iii* 

.1  f • • • ^ . < . />  ^.IJ  < . T «vA)t  ^ I (.1  A.wA  <-.«W  «•<-  ^jii  I 


fvi^ 

')o  'W*  ktit/'  ;,>/l  ; 'toHi»5jffj)ivi3i 


iftltfi  tHIW 
l41't0 
f\I  9 


habhl^.  ^-^niis:d  fit;''. 

'/Hr'  ii^Af 

Yi.hlTf  I/i-tft .'  r x'iV*?/  'lift/v^r'l  ?«'i  llil^  hti&  • I))!, I/I  .151! 


»r>J^:i]<’i^-' n|  im:ht‘jQy'tn‘S>SwV£  J>M:<t»W;l^  yix^.ft'^  hm  Ai J ' *;§iii;j 

■ Svit  M4fliiM:r«rm ■ ff.  ,-8ifl . to)  ■ Ati!r^itX‘M  4 ^'*  edfl.U  ?itt-«l  jlwr,  <(f»c  14’  >:hinA 

J.ft  -i'l'  , 

■y^xi-i-A'h  „v’i;  v »;(4,  . ift'  ;, .'<K ,.  -'..i^fijpi, 

siylft  'nift.in  mu  V'ftri'  .•is^ihf'  -ajliag#  a,afx'4l  ;;45?|flb  i^ahnxJIva 


fdv  ^ .,-,v  . , , w, 

■HiviHL  'J]Xi  •t,i^.''V'?* . ■- 

-.Of./.,  ■i..x*-<i'*4i!',t.6..iftjiflEtofi  -aiMfe4l'»iH'  v/'VlS'.'  Mh'j'iifn;  ftfl -if ■ v#w^, •■I'laitxftfiiii..'- isifici'i  ..' 

. ..!.  ,‘  ,.t- ...  5,...i  ^ • xr'  ...  4.,..r.Ti*  T.^-. 


tf!  b‘nh  \iil'N  lu  vIxtiilfxA.YftH 

4rU'.^toi;ii)  1,fr  AAi^’lAniYP, /nfiXM  4ft  ''■■' » -"‘  . i;  '1 


-iA.t«<'.«|f|:l*'  8iii.  ffWll'.'i?,  XWitf'  ■ _ 

Oy;*rt')m'n,t(vi  - ^f! . ,«'i  ■ .jlfW,  '<» 

viiiwh  " ” ‘ *'  

i^fn't 

^ ,.  „ ..  ..,-  .v;, ... 

i.:.-j^>f4  'Bfli  W ‘ ■'•  ---  -----  .*.^>-1-. 


OJO  XOin’HU:\[BE{JLA.\'I>  COUXTY,  TEXYSYLYAXIA 


hoi'ougli.  ]Ie  not  onlv  foi’emo?t  in  !iusiin>s> 
niatter?,  but  also  looked  to  on  various  other  ques- 
tions, especially  regarding  the  general  welfare, 
though  he  never  sought  otfice,  and  held  no  public- 
positions  except  those  of  assessor  and  member  of 
the  school  board,  of  which  body  he  was  treasurer 
for  years.  lie  was  an  influential  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen,  and  his  death,  which  occurred  Feb. 
:31,  190G,  was  widely  mourned.  He  was  a Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  a Lutheran  in  religion. 

Mr.  ililler  married  Hannah  J.  'Wolvertnn,  who 
was  born  Sept.  ‘H.  183?,  daughter  of  Joim  Wol- 
verton,  of  Shamokin  township,  and  died  Aug.  .3. 
1908.  'They  are  buried  at  St.  Jacob's  (Iteed's) 
Church  in  Shamokin  township.  Ten  children  were 
i)orn -to  this  marriage:  Florence  V..  who  died  uhen 
twenty-three  years  old  ; Ida  M..  deceased,  wife  of 
John  M.  Kline:  George  W, ; Silas  W.,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Upper  Augusta  township,  this  county ; 
Laura  E..  wife  of  W.  H.  0.  Dyer;  Julia  F.,  wife 
of  William  F.  J.  McKee : Addison  C. : John  A., 
deceased ; Cora  E.,  deceased,  married  to  Elwood 
A'oeum;  and  Lulu  Y.,  married  to  Hanw  E.  Sny- 
der. 

Addison  C.  Miller,  son  of  Amandus  S.  Miller, 
was  born  Oct.  ?8,  187?,  on  the  Miller  homestead 
in  Shamokin  township.  After  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  he  Avent  to  iMcKec  Y iMcCullouglv's  luisi- 
ness  college  at  vShamokin.  I’ractically  all  his  busi- 
ness years  haA'e  been  devoted  to  farming.  In  the 
spring  of  189?  ho  engaged  in  farming  on  the 
homestead,  where  he  remained  until  1901,  in 
which  year  he  removed  to  the  place  upon  Avhich 
he  has  since  lived,  in  Upper  Augusta  toAvnship. 
It  is  a tract  of  1?5  acre.s,  at  the  ertd  of  the  nar- 
rows, south  of  Sunhury,  and  Avas  formerly  the 
Henry  Arnold  farm.  Mr.  IMiller  is  a prosperous 
and  thoroughly  modern  farmer,  progressive  in  his 
Avork  and  in  adopting  up-to-date  devices  and  meth- 
ods in  his  agricultural  operations.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  dairy  farming,  disposing  of  his  milk 
at  Avholesale  in  Sunliury.  His  home  is  equipped 
Avitli  all  the  modern  conveniences,  and  everything 
about  the  farm  hespeaks  Avell-directed  energv.  In 
short,  he  is  a typical  memher  of  the  IMiller  family. 
Avhose  industry  and  thrift  are  proverbial  in  this 
section. 

On  Aug.  31,  1899,  Mr.  "Miller  married  Lizzie 
Snyder,  daughter  of  John  X.  Snvder.  a retired 
farmer,  noAv  living  in  the  horough  of  Sunhury. 
One  daughter  hgs  been  horn  to  this  union.  Violet 
Catharine.  Mr.  and  IMrs.  iMiller  are  memhers  of 
the  Keformed  Church.  He  is  a Democrat  on  ]>olit- 
ical  questions. 

JOHX  WACHTER.  who  holds  the  respon^ihle 
j'osition  of  outside  foreman  at  the  'Hickory  Ridge 
colliery,  in  l\Iount  Carmel  toAvnship,  Xoi-thum- 
berland  county,  has  hoen  engaged  there  in  that 
connection  since  1S9S.  I!(>  wa<  horn  Dec.  ?7.  13.13, 


in  Ib’.de.M.  Germany,  son  of  Xathan  and  Atdlia 
(Heid)  Wachter,  both  of  Avhom  died  in  the  Father- 
land.  The  father  Avas  a farmer  by  occupation. 
There  Avere  six  children  in  the  family:  Iiudol]>h, 
Max  and  L’ohcrt,  all  noAv  deceased:  John:  and 
Fenorica  and  Victoria,  both  living  in  Germany. 

John  Wachter  attended  school  in  his  native 
country  and  meantime  helped  Avith  the  AA'ork  on 
the  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen. 
He  then  learned  the  carpenter  trade.  Coming  to 
America  in  the  early  eighties,  hg  landed  at  XeAv 
York  City  Sept.  Itly,  and  after  a day  and  a niglit 
at  that  point  Avent  on  to  rhiladelphia,  Avhere  he 
spent  a Aveek.  He  arrived  in  Shamokin  Sept. 
?8th,  and  soon  found  work  at  Us  trade.  Avhich,  he 
folloAved  at  vai'ious  places  in  this  section,  for 
tAvelve  years  filling  tlie  position  of  boss  carpen- 
ter at  the  Xelson  colliery.  In  1898  he  came  to 
Hickory  Eidge  ( Sagon  post  oflice),  having  Ijeen 
made  outside  foreman  at  the  Hickory  Eidge  col- 
liery. The  fact  that  he  has  3G0  men  and  hoys  in 
his  charge  is  sufficient  to  shoAv  that  he  is  a trust- 
AA-orthy  and  rclialile  man  for  the  place  he  has  effi- 
ciently filled  for  these  twelve  years.  He  has  the 
respect  of  his  enpd.overs  and  of  the  men  Avith 
Avhom  he  is  associated,  and  is  knoAvn  to  all  as  an 
intelligent,  faithful  Avorker.  He  is  a substantial 
and  esteemed  citizen  of  the  community  into  Avhich 
his  AA'ork  has  brought  him. 

Mr.  Wachter  married  Barbara  Waltford,  a na- 
tive of  Switzerland.  Avho  came  to  America  before 
her  marriage,  in  the  same  ship  Avhich  brought  over 
her  future  husband.  Thev  haA'e  become  the  par- 
ents of  a large  family,  namely:  .John  X.,  aa'Iio  is 
employed  as  an  engineer  at  the  Hickory  Eidge 
collierv  and  resides  in  Shamokin;  Clara.  Avho  mar- 
ried Thomas  Connolly,  an  engineer  at  Hickory 
Eidge;  Bertha,  Avho  is  still  attending  school;  Ida, 
Avho  died  AA'hen  four  and  a half  years  old;  Lena. 
Avho  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  -\nna,  Avho  died 
Avhen  one  year  old;  Henry,  Avho  died  AA'hen  nine 
months  old : Ludwig.  Charles  and  William,  all  of 
Avhom  died  in  infancy;  and  Emma,  Avho  died  at  the 
age  of  five  and  a half  years. 

The  Wachters  are  Lutherans  in  religious  con= 
nection.  Mr.  Wachter  is  a Eepublican  in  his  polit- 
ical vieAv.s  and  he  is  a memher  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F., 
belonging  to  a lodge  at  Shamokin.  On  July  1. 
1909,  he  set  out  on  a trip  to  Germany  Avith  his  Avife 
and  tAvo  daughters,  and  they  had  nine  Aveeks  of  en- 
Joyalde  travel,  visiting  his  sisters  and  various  plac- 
es ()f  interest  on  the  C'ontinent.  T'hey  Avere  among 
the  passengers  on  the  “George  Washin,gton'’  on  it' 
first  trip  across  the  Atlantic. 

ELLIS  F.  OEXEE  has  been  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising since  ho  retired  from  mine  Avork.  and 
he  has  a A\ell  established  business  at  GoAA'en  City, 
in  Cameron  township,  Avhere  he  has  been  located 
since  18!t!i.  Jlr.  ("truer  Avas  born  in  Adams  county, 
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Pa._,  sevpii  miles  from  ('u'ttysl-iu'g,  son  of  Jeremiah 
Orner.  The  family  is  of  Gennari  origin.  His 
gr a Jid father,  mho  lived  and  died  in  Adams  county, 
had  children  as  fellows;  .linos,  Samuel.  Jonas, 
Solomon,  Israel,  Felix,  Jeremiah  and  Mary. 

Jeremiah  Orner  was  a car})enter  liy  trade  and 
worked  by  the  day  in  Adams  county,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  some  time.  He  died  April  27, 
1905,  at  the  home  of  his  son  Ellis  in  Gowen  City, 
Xorthnmberland  c-onnry,  aged  seventy-five  years, 
three  months,  twenty-tliree  dar's.  He  is  buried  in 
the  Reformed  cemetery  at  Gowen  City.  During 
the  Civil  war  he  served  in  the  Pmion  army  as  a 
member  of  Company  I,  165th'  Regiment,  I*enn- 
sylvania  Yohinteer  Infantry,  and  after  the  war  he 
never  fully  recovered  his  health.  Removing  with 
his  family  to  Shamokin,  he  followed  mining  for 
some  time.  IMr.  Orner  was  a member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  He  married  Catharine  Hartzel,  daughter  of 
Henry  Hartzel,  of  Adams  county,  Pa.,  who  be- 
longed to  a prominent  family  of  that  section.  Mr. 
ami  Mrs.  Jeremiah  Orner  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Ellis  F. ; Henry,  who  is  living  in  Sha- 

mokin; and  Clara,  who  married  IVilliam  Gephart, 
of  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 

Plllis  F.  Orner  attended  public  sclmol  in  Adams 
county.  lie  remaineil  with  his  father,  moving  to 
Shamokin  with  the  family,  and  was  employed  at 
the  mines  also,  though  not  at  regular  mine  work, 
nmning  an  engine  most  of  the  time.  He  was  thus 
engaged  for  a period  of  eighteen  years.  In  1899 
Mr.  Orner  began  the  mercantile  business  at  Gowen 
City,  where  he  has  since  been  established.  He  has 
not  only  made  an  excellent  name  as  a bmsiness  man, 
but  has  served  his  fellow  citizens  in  various  public 
capacities,  having  been  tax  collector-  and  school 
director  of  the  township.  Socially  he  is  well  known 
in  this  locality,  belonging  to  the  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Red  Men.  the  latter  organization  holding  its 
meetings  in  the  hall  above  his  store  ; the  Red  Mcifs 
Band,  which  includes  three  of  his  sons  in  its  mem- 
bership, also  meets  there.  In  political  opinion  he 
is  a I)eniocrat.  in  religion  a Lutheran. 

Mr.  Orner  married  IMatilda  Ivoon.s,  daughter  of 
Michael  Koons,  of  Xorthumherland  county,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  the  following  children : 
Olive  (married  to  Amos  Frederick),  Clara,  0. 
Ellsworth,  Harvey,  Charles,  Y’illiam  and  Evelina. 

IMARTIX  L.  HEXRY,  of  Shamokin,  Xorthum- 
herland county,  is  a member  of  the  firm  of  English 
& Henry,  of  that  boi'ough.  importers  and  jobbers  of 
liosierv,  underwear  and  Tiotions,  manufacturers  of 
overalls  and  shirts. 

WILLIAi\f  F.  KEF.FER.  of  Sunhury.  has  been 
ill  the  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany from  boyhood,  and  is  now  chief  clerk  to  the 
superintendent.  He  has  been  prominent  in  the 
municipal  life  of  the  borougli,  where  he  has  been 


honored  with  offices  of  trust,  and,  rs  at  pieseut  sec- 
retary of  the  board  of  trnj?fees  of  the  Mary  M. 
Packer  hospital,  of  whicli  he  has  been  a trustee 
since  1900.  j 

This  Keefer  family  wa’j>  established  in  America 
by  Mr.  Keefer's  grandfailser,  Baltzor  Keefer,  a na- 
tive of  Wittenburg,  Gernuiny,  who  was  born  Feb. 
91,  1819,  and  coming  to] this  country  settled  at 
Sunbury;  Xorthnmberland  Co.,  Pa.,  in  1839.  He 
was  a cooper,  and  followed  his  trade  to  some  extent 
after  coming  here,  working  around  the  coal 
wharves  at  Sunliury.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Knoebel, 
was  born  Oct.  96.  1819,  and  was  from  the  same 
locality  as  himself  in  Germany,  where  they  had 
known  each  other,  but  they  were  married  in  this 
.country.  IMrs.  Keefer  died  Jan.  3,  1881,  and  Mr. 
Keefer  Jan.  21,  1899,  and  they  are  buried  in  the 
old  cemetery  at  Sunlrury.  They  were  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  Six  children  were  born 
to  them,  as  follows ; Philip,  who  is  a resident  of 
Snnbury  ; Jacob  K. ; John,  of  Ynlkinsburg.  Pa., 
who  is  a paper-hanger  by  occupation  (he  is  un- 
married) ; Leona,  who  died  in  infancy  in  Decem- 
Iter,  18±1 : Reuben,  who  died  in  infancy  in  June, 
18-1?  : and  Charlotte,  who  died  April  11,  1855, 
aged  four  years,  six  months. 

Jacob  K.  Keefer,  son  of  Baltzcr,  was  born  Xov. 
15,  1819,  in  Snnbury,  where  he  has  made  his  home 
all  his  life.  In  his  fourteenth  year  he  commenceci 
to  learn  the  printing  trade,  which  he  lias  ever  since 
followed.  On  Aug.  19,  1861,  Mr.  Keefer  enlisted 
in  Company  C.  ITth  Regiment,  Pennsylvania  Yol- 
unteer  Infantry,  and  served  a term  of  three  years, 
at  the  close  of  which  he  reenlisted  for  four  years 
or  during  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  Dec.  26, 
1865,  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  He  rose  to  the  rank 
of  lieutenant  during  his  long  and  faithful  service, 
and  in  his  home  locality  he  is  generally  referred  to  ' 
as  “Colonel'’  Keefer.  LTpou  his  retirement  from  the 
army  he  returned  to  Snnbury  and  resumed  work  at 
his  trade,  and  he  has  always  been  a steady-going 
reliable  citizen,  respected  by  all  who  know  him. 
He  is  a Republican  in  political  matters. 

Mr.  Keefer  married  Margai'ct  Hafer,  daugliter 
of  John  Hafer,  late  of  Paxinos,  Pa.,  and  she  died 
in  1889,  aged  forty-four  years.  Four  children  were 
born  to  iMr.  and  IMrs.  Keefer,  two  of  whom  died 
when  young;  the  survivors  arc  Y'illiam  F.  and 
Edward,  the  latter  a printer  of  Sunhury. 

Yhlliam  F.  Keefer  was  born  Dee.  4,  1866,  in 
Sunbury,  and  there  received  his  education  in  the 
])ublic  schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in 
1881.  On  Jan.  16,  1889,  he  hecamo  a telegraph 
operator  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
road Company  at  Sunhury,  continuing  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  Jan.  1,  188?,  when  he  was  promoted  to 
clerk.  He  was  thus  engaged  in  the  superintend- 
ent’s oflicc  until  IMay  1st  of  that  year,  when  he  was 
again  promoted,  to  the  telegraph  department,  re- 
maining there  until  iMay  1,  1890,  when  he  was 
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made  traiu  dispatelier.  On  March  1,  1895.  he  be- 
came chief  clerk  to  the  train  master,  and  on  Ang.  1, 
1900,  chief  clerk  to  the  superintendent,  in  which 
position  ho  has  continued  to  serve  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  His  duties  have  been  discharged  with 
a.bilitv  and  etliciency,  and  he  has  made  a record 
which  won  the  contidence  of  those  that  kn<nv  him 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  has  been  well  supported 
in  his  candidac\y  for  political  office.  For  six  years 
he  was  a member  of  the  council  of  Sunbury,  serv- 
ing as  president  of  that  body  two  3'ears.  He  is  a 
Kepublican  on  political  questions.  In  August, 
1900,  he  became  a trustee  of  the  Mary  iM.  Packer 
hospital,  and  as  previously  stated  is  now  secretary 
of  the  board.  In  every  association  of  life  he  has 
been  recognized  as  a man  fitted  for  responsibility, 
and  he  has  justified  the  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
men  in  his  devotion  to  any  work  intrusted  to  him. 
lie  is  a representative  citizen  of  the  borough  in 
every  way.  Mr.  Keefer  has  a well  selected  library, 
containing  a number  of  valuable  works. 

On  June  ’ll,  1888,  Mr.  Keefer  married  Clara  M. 
Zimmerman,  youngest  daughter  of  Peter  and  Har- 
riet (Malick)  Zimmerman  and  granddaughter  of 
John  and  ^lagdelene  (Fetherolf)  Zimmerman. 
They  have  had  live  children : Sarah  A.,  Clarence 

F.  (who  died  Dec.  9,  1898,  aged  nine  years),  iMa- 
bel  F.  and  IMyrtle  M.  (twins)  and  Helen.  Mr. 
Keefer  and  his  family  are  members  of  Zion’s  Luth- 
eran Church  at  Siinburi'.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Old  Yeterans  Association  of  the  Pennst'lvania  Pail- 
road  Companv,  of  Stuiburv  Lodge  Xo.  I.  0. 

0.  F.,  and  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  'Work- 
men. 

MOPPIS  AVE’fZEL,  a young  farmer  of  Lower 
Augusta  township  who  has  shown  aliility  and  en- 
terprise in  his  profitable  management  of  an  ex- 
cellent farm  of  100  acres,  was  born  June  ?S,  1883, 
at  Selinsgrove  Junction,  Xorthumberland  county. 
He  is  a descendant  of  Jacob  AVetzel,  a pioneer  set- 
tler of  Hereford  townslup,  Berks  CV>.,  Pa.,  who 
made  his  last  w ill  and  testament  Alav  8.  1785,  and 
died  prior  to  Xov.  9,  1785,  the  date  the  will  was 
probated.  He  makes  ample  provision  for  his  ‘"wor- 
thy” wife,  iMaria,  who  survived  him.  His  children 
were:  Jacob.  Johannes,  George,  Philip,  Catarina. 
Peter,  Heinrich.  Conrad  (who  was  left  the  large 
“Bossier”  Bible)  and  Alarialiss.  One  of  these 
sons  settled  in  the  Alahantango  valley  in  Xorth- 
umberland county  and  founded  the  branch  of  the 
family  in  which  we  are  interested. 

John  AVetzel,  the  great-grandfather  f)f  Alorris 
AVetzel,  was  an  early  settler  in  Urwer  Mahanoy 
township,  Xorthumberland  county,  living  near  the 
Uniontown  road,  on  a tract  now  owned  by  Jon- 
athan Byerly.  He  was  a Imtheran  in  religion,  and 

1. s  buried  at  Zion's  (Stone  A’alley)  Church,  in 
Lower  Alahanov,  where  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  wa.s  Lelller,  also  resls.  'They  had. the  follow- 


ing children,  all  now  deceased : Peter,  who  lived  in 
Snyder  county.  Pa.;,  John,  who  lived  in  Lower 
Afahanoy  township;  Jeremiah;  Abby,  Mrs.  Daniel 
Hepner ; Airs.  John  Howard  ; Airs.  Alattern,  and 
Airs.  John  Wentzel. 

Jeremiah  AVetzel,  son  of  John,  was  born  in  Low- 
er Alahanoy  township.  He  was  a lifelong  farmer, 
in  18-10  coming  to  Lower  Augusta  township,  where 
he  owned  and  occupied  tlie  property  which  now 
belongs  to  his  son  Isaac,  a tract  of  farm  land  lying 
along  the  Susquehanna  I'iver.  He  built  the  dwell- 
ing on  that  place  in  180"f.  and  the  barn  was  put 
up  l>y  Isaac  AVetzel  in  1900.  An  intelligent  and 
public-spirited  .man,  he  took  an  interest  in  the 
general  welfare  and  served  as  supervisor  of  the 
townshi]u  In  politics  he  was  a Democrat,  in  re- 
ligion a member  of  the  United  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation, belonging  to  the  church  at  Herndon.  He 
died  in  1878  and  is  buried  in  the  River  cemetery 
at  Fi.sher's  Ferrv.  (Among  the  River  cemetery 
records  u'e  find  a Jeremiah  Wetzel  who  died  Feb. 
U 1887,  aged  seventy-three  years,  eleven  month.s, 
twenty-three  days;  wife  Alagdalena,  born  June 
■f9,  1811,  died  Aug.  1,  1871 : second  wife,  Sarah, 
died  Feb.  2,  1884,  aged  seventv-three  years,  three 
months,  throe  days.)  By  his  wife  Alary  Alagda- 
lena (Peifer),  daughter  of  John  Peifer,  Jeremiah 
AAYtzel  had  a large  famil\-,  several  of  whom  died 
young;  James  lived  and  died  at  Sunburv;  Levi 
died  at  Fisher's  Ferry  Jan.  "22,  1901,  aged  sixtv- 
five  years,  eight  month.s,  five  days  (his  wife  Harriet 
died  April  22,  1901.  aged  sixtv-one  yeans,  seven 
months,  one  day)  ; Unina  married  Solomon 
Glace;  Edward  is  a resident  of  Indiana;  William 
died  at  Sunbury;  Alary  married  Paul  ITollenbach 
and  (second)  Solomon  Raker;  Jeremiah  is  a resi- 
dent of  Titusville,  Pa.;  Isaac  is  mentioned  below; 
Eliza  married  Hiram  AA'ayne ; Cornelius,  born  in 
1849,  died  in  1863;  Henry  died  young;  Jacob  died 
young. 

Isaac  AA’etzel,  son  of  Jeremiah,  was  born  Alay 
19,  1846,  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  where  he 
is  now  eugaged'in  farming.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  was  reared  to  farming,  con- 
tinuing to  work  for  his  father  until  he  attainerl  his 
majority.  He  then  began  to  work  on  the  Xorth.crn 
Central  railroad,  and  for  fifteen  tears  was  engaged 
at  railroading.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he 
bought  his  father's  homestead  and  took  to  farm- 
ing, which  ho  has  followed  ever  since.  His  prop- 
erty contains  thirtv-eight  acres,  which  he  culti- 
vates systematically,  making  a good  living.  Ho 
attends  the  nuarkets  occasionally.  Air.  AA’etzel 
served  his  townshi])  as  school  director  for  six  vears. 
In  1875  he  married  Sarah  Reitz,  daughter  of  Abra- 
ham Reitz,  of  Swabian  Creek,  and  they  have  a 
famih"  of  fen  children  : Samuel  II.,  who  married 

Alarv  Alartz;  Susan  Alatilda,  who  married  George 
Olmstead  ; George  H..  wlio  married  Susan  D.aw- 
son ; I.  Xewti'u,  who  mari’icii  Alay  Adams,  Alor- 
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ris;  ^lary^  who  marric<l  Henry  C.  DeY'itt  ; Charles 
W.,  wlio  married  IMarv  Laiir;  Walter  Eay;  Claud 
Howard,  and  Catharine.  Mr.  Wetzel  and  his  fam- 
ily are  memhers.  of  the  Augusta  Baptist  Chirrch, 
of  which  he  has  been  a trustee.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat. 

Samuel  H.  Wetzel,  son  of  Isaac,  was  born  May 
23,  187(),  in  TiOwer  Augusta  township,  and  there 
passed  his  early  life.  In  1896  he  moved  to  the 
lx)rough  of  Ilerndon,  where  for  seven  years  he 
c-lerked  in  the  general  store  of  E.  C.  Adams.  In 
190-t  he  learned  the  l)aking  business,  which  he  has 
since  continued  to  follow.  He  v.-as  the  first  to 
enter  this  line  of  ljusiness  in  his  borough,  and  he 
has  made  a great  success  of  his  enterprise.  He  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  public  alfairs 
there,  has  served  as  borough  auditor,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1909  was  elected  chief  burgess,  v/hich  of- 
fice he  is  now  filling.  Politically  he  is  a Demo- 
crat, socially  a member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen, 
and  in  religion  he  and  his  family  ai'e  of  the  Be- 
formed  faith.  On  Oct.  10,  1902,  Mr.  Wetzel  mai- 
ried  Mary  Martz,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Emma 
(Snyder)  IMartz,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Geraldine  M.  and  Charles  H. 

Morris  Wetzel  tvas  reared  in  the  usual  manner 
of  farm  boys  and  oMaiiied  a public  school  educa- 
tion. He  worked  for  his  parents  until  he  was  four- 
teen, after  which  he  continued  on  the  home  farm 
as  hired  man  for  six  years.  The  next  five  years 
he  was  employed  on  the  railroad,  and  in  the  spring 
of  ]90o  began  farming  where  he  now  lives,  in 
Lower  Augusta  town-hip.  on  a tract  of  100  acres 
which  was  formerly  the  W.  H.  Swinehart  home- 
' stead.  The  farm  came  into  IMr.  Wetzel's  possession 
through  his  marriage  into  the  Swinehart  family. 
He  raises  general  cro[is.  and  is  adopting  the  most 
approved  up-to-date  methods  in  his  work,  Avhich 
has  been  highly  succe-sful.  He  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  sul)stantial  young  citizens  of  the  township. 

On  Eel).  7.  1!)00.  ilr.  Wetzel  married  Minnie 
A.  Swinehart.  daughter  of  William  H.  and  Sal- 
lie  (Snyder)  Swinehart.  They  have  no  children. 
iMr.  and  IMrs.  Wetzel  are  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

John  Swinehart,  great-grandfather  of  iMrs.  Wet- 
zel, lived  in  Little  IMahanoy  township,  on  a farm 
now  owned  by  a Deppen.  He  was  a pioneer  set- 
tler in  that  region,  and  in  1814,  when  the  first  tri- 
ennial assessment  of  Little  iMahanoy  Avas  made,  Avas 
one  of  the  taxable  residents  of  the  toAAmship.  Pie 
and  his  Avife  Plargaret  are  buried  at  Little  Maha- 
noy  Church,  of  Avhich  he  Avas  a Lutheran  member. 
In  1900  Plnoch  Swinehart,  a descendant  of  John. 
Avas  the  only  male  member  of  the  congregation 
bearing  the  name.  To  John  and  ^largaret  Swine- 
liart  Avere  born  tlie  folloAviug  children;  dohn.  Avho 
married  Betzy  Drumheller;  Samuel,  Avho  never 
married;  Ibmiel  : and  Mary.  Avho  never  married. 
The  Little  lUaliaimy  Ciiureh  records  sliow  one 


Heiirv  Swiiieiiart,  born  Oct.  31,  1793,  died  Sept. 
11,  1869;  his  son  Samuel,  born  in  1823,  died  in 
187r>,  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  Avar. 

Daniel  SAvinehart,  son  of  John,  passed  his  child- 
hood and  early  manlnjod  in  Little  Mahanoy  town- 
ship, coming  thence  across  the  mountain  and  set- 
tling in  LoAver  Augusta  toAvnship,  Avhere  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  engaged  in  farming.  He 
OAvned  the  place  Avluch  later  passed  into  the  pos- 
session of  his  son  William  and  is  now  OAvned  by 
Mr.  and  ^Irs.  Plorris  Wetzel.  He  is  buried  at  tlie 
Brick  Lutheran  and  Peformed  Churcli.  He  mar- 
ried dudith  Heilman,  daughter  of  Daniel  Heil- 
man. and  they  had  tiiese  children:  Maria.  Adam, 

Hannah.  AVilliam.  dudith,  and  three  Avho  died 
young. 

AVilliam  II.  Swinehart,  son  of  Daniel,  lived  in 
LoAver  Augusta  toAniship.  He  taught  school  there 
(except  for  one  term  in  LoAver  Mahanoy)  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twentA'-five  years,  and  in 
1866  engaged  in  merchandising  at  P’isher's  PYrry, 
Avhere  he  continued,  in  that  line,  until  1871,  when 
ho  Avas  burned  out,  his  establishment  being  a com- 
plete ruin.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  began  farm- 
ing at  the  i)hice  Avhere  his  son-in-law,  Morris  AAYt- 
zcl,  noAv  lives,  and  Avhere  in  1876  he  built  the  com- 
fortalile  dAvelling  noAV  occupied  by  Plr.  and  Mrs. 
AVetzel.  He  built  the  barn  in  1895.  He  Avas  a 
successful  man  and  a most  respected  citizen,  and 
his  death,  Avhich  occurred  Feb.  19,  1906,  when  he 
Avas  aged  sixty-tAvo  years,  nine  months,  six  days. 
Avas  regarded  as  a loss  to  the  community.  He  is 
buried  at  the  Augusta  Baptist  Church. 

On  IMay  31,  1868,  Afr.  SAvinehart  married  Sal- 
lie  Snyder,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Esther  (Ban- 
dall)  Snyder,  and  they  had  tAvo  children:  EdAvin 

Boyd,  Avho  died  in  1873,  aged  one  year,  less  three 
days;  and  Alinnie  A.,  Avife  of  Alorris  AVetzel. 

SAAfUEL  L.  AVEITZEL,  who  is  employed  by 
the  Pennsyh-ania  Bailroad  Com])any  at  Sunbiirv 
and  ]'esides  not  far  from  that  boi'ough.  in  Bocke- 
feller  townsldp,  comes  of  a family  Avliich  has  been 
represented  in  that  neighborhood  for  many  years. 
His  great-great-grandfather,  John  AA'eitzel.  Avas  the 
first  merchant  at  Sunbury. 

John  AA'eitzel  Avas  born  Dec.  30,  1752,  at  Lan- 
caster, Ba.,  son  of  I’aul  and  Charlotte  AAYitzel.  The 
following  is  taken  from  a hi.story  of  the  county 
})ublished  .‘^ome  years  ago:  He  obtained  a fair 

education  at  his  native  town,  and  Avas  S('nt  to  Phil- 
adelpiiia  at  an  early  ago  to  learn  the  business  of 
merchandising.  He  opened  the  first  store  at  the 
site  of  Sunbury  in  1771  in  a log  building  near  the 
bank  of  the  river  beloAv  Afarket  street,  and  from 
that  time  until  his  death  was  promimmtly  and  re- 
.-jauisibly  connecteil  Avith  public  affairs.  At  the 
organization  of  Xorthumberland  county  in  1772 
he  was  one  of  its  first  commissioners.  On  the  29th 
of  duly,  1175,  he  was  commissioned  as  a jii-tice  of 
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the  county  court ; to  this  ollice  lie  was  recommis- 
sioned on  the  9th  of  June^  1777,  for  the  term  of 
seven  years.  At  the  organization  of  the  committee 
of  Safety  for  Xorthumberland  county,  Feb.  8, 
1776,  he  appeared  as  a member  from  Augusta 
township,  and  participated  in  the  deliberations  of 
that  body  until  Aug.  13,  1776.  In- the  Provincial 
Conference  of  June  18,  1776,  he  was  one  of  the 
representatives  from  Xorthumberland  county;  on 
the  8th  of  July  he  was  elected  to  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1776,  and  in  that  body  of  ninety- 
six  members,  ‘dhe  representative  men  of  the  State,"’ 
he  was  the  youngest  delegate. ; and.  as  a member  of 
the  Council  of  Safety  from  July  24,  1776,  to 
March  13,  1777,  he  participated  in  its  delibera- 
tions during  the  first  months  of  the  State  govern- 
ment. On  the  22d  of  January,  1776,  he  qualified 
as  county  commis.sioner,  in  which  office  and  as  jus- 
tice of  the  coitnty  courts  he  was  actively  connected 
with  the  conduct  of  civil  affairs  in  the  county  dur- 
ing the  Pevolution.  July  7,  1780,  he  was  com- 
missioned issuing  commissary  for  this  county,  and 
in  1782-84  served  as  contractor  of  supplies  for 
the  State  troops.  In  this  capacity  he  furnished 
provisions  for  the  detaclunents  stationed  at  Fort 
Eice  and  in  Buffalo  Yalley  in  1182  and  the  com- 
panies of  Captains  Eobinson  and  Shrawder  at  Wy- 
oming in  1783-84,  performing  the  duties  of  his 
office  with  promptness,  energy  and  fidelity.  He 
was  again  commissioned  as  a justice  of  the  county 
courts  June  19,  1789,  serving  until  1791,  and  in 
the.  autumn  of  1789  was  elected  county  commis- 
sioner for  the  term  of  three  years.  In  1794  he  was 
apjxiinted  by  act  of  the  Legislature  one  of  the 
commissioners  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings 
at  Sunbtiry,  and  in  this  responsiltle  position  acted 
in  a public  capacity  tor  the  last  time,  as  his  death 
occurred  in  1799.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to 
Tabitha,  daughter  of  John  and  Pose  Morris,  of 
Philadelphia,  by  whom  he  had  four  children : 
John,  Paul,  Charlotte  and  Mary.  His  second  wife 
was  Elizabeth  Susanna,  daughter  of  Paul  Lebo.  of 
Lancaster,  and  sister  of  Henry  Lebo.  and  l\v  her 
he  had  three  children:  George,  Elizabeth  and 

Tabitha.  xVt  the  time  of  his  death  John  Weitzcl 
resided  at  a stone  dwelling  on  iMarket  street,  sub- 
sequently kept  as  a hotel  by  his  family  many  years. 
In  c-onnection.  with  his  business  as  a merchant  he 
operated  a mill  two  miles  east  of  Sunbury;  it  was 
built  by  Casper  Weitzel,  his  lirother,  who  died  in 
1782,  and  was  run  successively  by  Ids  son,  John 
Weitzel,  Jr.,  and  his  grandson,  Joseph  Weitzel.  who 
was  long  the  oldest  living  representative  of  the 
family. 

Casper  Weitzcl,  the  brother  of  John  Weitzel 
mentioned,  was  the  first  resident  ])racticing  attor- 
ney of  Northumberland  county.  He  was  born  in 
1748  at  Lancaster,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 
Lancaster  countv  in  1769,  and  in  August,  1772, 
was  admitted  to  practice  at  .^unbury,  where  the 


early  records  show  that  he  received  a large  sh.are 
of  the  legal  business.  His  talents  and  patriotism 
were  early  recognized.  He  was  a member  of  the 
Provincial  Convention  of  January,  1775,  from 
Xorthumberland  county.  On  Feb.  7,  1776,  he  was 
elected  first  major  of  the  battalion  of  the  lower 
division  of  the  county  ; on  March  9,  1776,  he  was 
appointed  captain  of  a company  recruited  by  him- 
self at  Sunbury,  which  was  attached  to  Col.  Sam- 
uel Miles’s  Pennsylvania  Pitle  Pegiment  and  was 
the  second  company  formed  in  Xorthumberland 
county.  It  Eutt'ered  serious  loss  at  the  battle  of 
Long  Island,  and  in  consequence  of  the  great  mis- 
fortunes met  with  there  was  consolidated  with 
other  commands  in  October  and  thus  lost  its  in- 
dividuality. Captain  Weitzel  returned  to  Sun-, 
bury,  where  he  died  in  1782. 

.John  Weitzel,  Jr.,  son  of  John  and  Tabitha 
( Morris ) Weitzel,  was  born  at  Sunbury  March 
24,  1772.  He  was  a merchant  and  miller  there, 
and  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  occupied  the  farm 
where  his  son  Joseph  AVeitzel  so  long  resided.  He 
died  there  Oct.  9,  1835.  In  politics  he  was  a 
AVhig,  and  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  from 
1806  to  1830.  He  married  Elizabeth  Walters,  of 
Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia,  who  was  born  on  the 
same  day  that  the  battle  of  Germantown  was 
fought.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children, 
among  whom  were  Joseph  and  William. 

Joseph  AVeitzel,  son  of  John  AA'eitzel,  Jr.,  was 
Iwrn  Oct.  5,  1808,  and  lived  to  be  over  ninety, 
dying  in  Alarch,  1899.  He  is  buried  in  the  South 
Fourth  .street  cemetery  at  Sunlairy.  A man  of 
energv,  executive  ability  and  large  interest^,  he 
was  a citizen  of  more  than  ordinary  prominence 
throughout  his  active  years  in  the  district  where 
he  resided.  He  was  a millwright  and  a lifelong 
miller,  operating  the  mill  on  IJttle  Shamokin 
creek,  two  miles  cast  of  Sunbiirv,  in  Pockefeller 
township,  along  the  line  of  Upper  Augusta  town- 
ship, on  the  property  now  owned  bv  his  grandson. 
Samuel  L.  AAYitzel.  The  mill  has  now  heen  razed, 
only  the  ruins  marking  its  site.  For  fourteen 
years  Air.  AA'eitzel  also  ran  a distillery,  o]iorated 
a sawmill  for  a time,  and  bought  and  sold  grain 
and  lumber.  He  was  a carpenter  as  well  as  mill- 
wright. In  fact,  his  versatility  and  gift  of  man- 
aging various  kinds  of  enterprises  made  him  fa- 
miliar with  many  lines.  He  had  a farm  of  about 
three  hundred  acres.  A tall,  lusty,  well  propor- 
tioned man,  he  had  the  physical  as  well  as  the 
mental  strength  necessary  to  carry  his  undertak- 
ings to  success.  In  politics  he  was  an  old-line 
AA’hig.  later  a Republican,  and  in  his  religious 
views  he  was  a Lutheran. 

In  1832  Air.  AVeitzel  married  Sarah  AA'oodruff. 
daughter  of  John  AA^odruff,  a native  of  Aliddle- 
town,  who  settled  in  Pockefeller  township.  She 
died  July  19,  1884,  aged  over  sixty  years.  Air.  and 
Airs.  AVeitzel  had  the  following  children  : Paul  P.. 
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fonnevly  of  Se'-aiilon,  of  I’hiladelpliia ; John, 
deceased  ; C'harle?  B. ; AVilliaiu;  Lot  B.,  formerly 
of  Kansas,  novr  living  in  Boekefeller  township; 
George  B..  of  I’hiladeljihia ; Lizzie,  Airs.  Ellis 
A'andling;  and  doseph,  deceased. 

AVilliani  Weitzel,  son  of  Joseph  AVcitzel,  lived 
on  the  homestead  of  his  father,  in  Boekefeller 
townshij),  now  owned  by  his  son  Sanmel,  and  fol- 
lowed farming.  He  died  July  14,  187o,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-nine  years,  a member  of  the  Beformed 
congregation  at  Lantz's  C'luircli.  Air.  Weitzel  mar- 
ried Susan  Culp,  daughter  of  Peter  Culp,  and 
seven  children  were  born  to  them:  Enuna  A.  (de- 
ceased) married  S.  G.  Arnold:  Jordan  H.  is  an 
engineer  on  the  Sunlmry  division  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad  and  resides  at  Bock  Glen,  Pa.  : Wil- 
liam E.,  who  lives  at  llarri.slmrg,  is  a passenger 
engineer  on  the  Eastern  division  of  tlie  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad;  Samuel  L.  is  mentioned  below; 
David  C.  is  in  Cleveland.  Ohio:  Lizzie  d.  mar- 
ried William  Benn.  of  Elizabeth,  X.  J. : Sarah 
Gertrude  married  J.  IT.  Cooper,  of  Sunbury,  a con- 
ductor on  the  Sunl)ury  division. 

Samuel  L.  AVeitzel  was  born  Xov.  2G,  1862,  in 
Boekefeller  township,  on  the  AAitzel  homestead. 
There  he  grew  to  manhood,  living  on  the  farm  and 
working  at  agricultural  pursuits  and  in  his  father's 
mill  and  sawmill  until  after  his  marriage.  Leav- 
ing the  home  place  Sept.  10,  1889,  he  went  to 
work  in  the  Pennsylvania  Bailroad  Company’s 
shops  af  Sunbury.  where  he  has  since  been  em- 
ployed. lentil  190.5  he  was  engaged  at  car  re- 
pairing, and  has  since  been  a piece  work  inspector, 
holding  a responsible  position,  which  he  has  proved 
himself  competent  to  fill.  Except  for  his  interest 
in  the  church.  Air.  AAAitzel  has  been  content  to 
look  after  his  private  affairs,  having  refused  offers 
of  local  .office,  and  taking  little  part  in  politics  be- 
yond the  casting  of  his  vote.-  lie  is  a Bepublican. 
He  has  a nice  home  two  miles  east  of  Sunhury,  in 
Boekefeller  township,  and  owns  a 112-acre  farm, 
a valuable  and  well  cultivated  tract,  which  he  has 
rented  to  his  son-in-law.  He  and  his  family  arc 
Beformed  members  of  the  Lantz  Church,  which  he 
served  some  years  as  deacon,  is  now  an  elder,  and 
for  many  years  was  in  the  church  council.  He  is 
also  Sunday  school  superintendent  at  present. 

On  April  20,  1881.  Air.  AAitzel  married  Annie 
E.  Bartholomew,  daughter  of  Ahrlentine  and 
Amelia  (Houck)  Bartholomew,  of  Boekefeller 
township,  and  they  have  had  seven  children:  Ethel 
B.,  Airs.  A.  B.  Culp;  Erma  G.,  Airs.  P.  II.  Grady; 
Leo  AI.,  who  died  aged  one  year,  one  month,  ten 
days;  Xaomi  D. ; A.  Elizabeth;  Aliriam ; and  a 
daughter  that  died  in  infancy. 

WILIJAAI  IT.  HOWELLS,  now  living  retired 
in  the  borough  of  Shamokin.  X’orthumberland 
county,  was  engaged  as  a miner  all  his  active  life, 
for  a period  of  over  sixty  years.  Air.  Howells  was 
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born  Feb.  13,  1810,  at  Aliuersville,  Schuylkill  Co., 
Pa.,  son  of  James  Howells. 

dames  Howells  was  a native-  of  AVales,  and  on 
coming  to  this  c-ountry  landed  at  Philadelphia, 
duly  1,  1838.  He  had  followed  farming  in  his 
own  country.  Locating  at  Alinersville,  Schuylkill 
Co..  Pa.,  he  engaged  in  raining,  and  remained  in 
that  vi(-inity  to  the  end  of  his  days,  dying  at  Black 
A'aliey,'  near  Aline)  svillo,  at  the  age  of  tifty-one 
years.  He  married  Alary  Alorgan,.  like  himself  a 
native  of  AA'ales,  who  died  at  Branch  Dale,  in 
Sclunlkill  county.  Twelve  children  were  born  to 
them,  only  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  namely : 
Anna,  who  was  born  in  AA'ales;  AA’atkius,  who  was 
three  months  old  when  the  family  came  to  Amer- 
ica: William  IL;  Bosser,  who  died  while  serving 
in  the  Civil  war;  James,  who  died  in  Texas;  and 
Benjamin,  who  died  in  Colorado.  All  the  sons  of 
this  family  served  in  the  Civil  war  and  had  cred- 
itable army  records. 

William  II.  Howells  began  life  at  the  mines 
when  a boy  in  the  humWest  position,  ])icking  slate. 
By  diligence  and  satisfactory  work  he  advanced 
until  he  became  tire  boss,  holding  such  responsible 
position  and  others  of  trust  for  many  years  before 
his  retirement,  in  1908.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
mines  for  sixty  yeai's  and  for  one  year  at  outside 
work.  Coming  to  Shamokin  in  1887.  he  was  favst 
employed  here  as  inside  foreman  at  the  Luke  Fid- 
ler  colliery,  later  going  to  the  Cameron  colliery, 
where  he  was  assistant  boss  for  about  eighteen 
years,  until  he  retired  to  spend  his  days  in  leisure. 
He  is  well  known  in  the  coal  region,  among  em- 
])loyers  and  employees,  and  is  a man  respected  for 
industry  and  high  character  wherever  he  has  been 
placed. 

Air.  Howells  is  a Bepublican  in  political  opinion 
but  has  never  been  active  in  public  affairs.  How- 
ever, he  was  a Union  sympathizer  during  the  Civil 
war,  in  which  he  served  as  a member  of  Company 

A,  129th  Begiment.  Fraternally  he  is  a Alason, 
holding  membership  in  Swatara  Lodge,  Xo.  267. 
F.  A A.  AI.,  of  Tremont,  Pa. ; in  Chapter  Xo.  221, 

B.  A.  AI.,  and  in  Constantine  Comniandery,  Xo. 
11,  K.  T.,  of  Pottsville.  In  religion  he  is  connected 
with  the  AIcnnonite  Church. 

AI)-.  Howells  married  Alargaret  (Prosser) 
Brown,  widow  of  Owen  Brown.  All  of  the  six 
children  born  to  this  union  died  young.  Air.  and 
Airs.  Howells  have  their  home  at  Xo.  17  South 
Seventh  street,  Shamokin. 

HOBACE  C.  BLUE,  Ji:..  special  agent  at  Sun- 
bury for  the  Pennsylvania  Bailway  Company,  is  a 
member  of  a family  long  identified  with  Cihillis- 
quaque  township,  X"orthumberland  county,  and  the 
adjacent  territory  in  that  county  and  in  Alontour 
county. 

Samuel  Blue,  his  grandfather,  was  born  in  Chil- 
liscpiaque  town.^lup,  sou  of  Isaac  Blue,  and  he  lived 
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at  Danville,  Montoiu'  count}',  where  he  conducted 
the  ‘Atansion  House.''  }lis  wife  was  Ahbie  Ilulli- 
gan,  and  their  children  were:  ^lary  E.,  Thomas 

II.,  William  D.,*  Clarencrr  F.  and  Horace  C.  (clerk 
in  the  county  commissioner's  otfice  at  Danville). 

Thomas  H.  Blue,  son  of  Samuel,  'U’as  born  Jan. 
28,  1847,  at  Washingtonville,  Hontour  county,  and 
in  the  fall  of  18(53  came  to  Sunbury,  where  he 
com'menced  to  learn  the  macldnist's  trade.  In  the 
spring  of  18(5(5  he  moved  to  the  Ijorongh  of  Xorth- 
umberland,  wliere  he  has  since  made  Ids  home, 
though  he  has  had  interests  which  have  taken  him 
to  various  places.  He  continued  to  follow  the  ma- 
chinist’s trade  tor  thirty-five  years,  being  engaged 
at  such  work  in  the  navy  yard  at  Washington,  D. 
C.,  for  eight  years,  after  which  he  found  employ- 
ment in  that  line  at  Danville  and  Xorthumberland. 
For  two  years  he  ivas  located  in  Shelbyville,  Tenn., 
wliere  he  had  charge  of  an  ice  manufacturing  plant, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1910  he  took  charge  of  the 
plant  of  the  Sunhury  Tee  ^Manufacturing  Company, 
which  has  a capacity  of  twenty-five  tons  per  day  of 
twenty-four  hours.  He  continues  to  reside  at 
Northumberland.  In  1868  IMr.  Blue  married  Adda 
Eckert,  daughter  of  George  and  Elsie  (Hip)  Eck- 
ert, of  that  place,  and  they  have  had  six  children : 
Charles  S.,  of  Shelh}wille,  Tenn. ; Hope  F.,  of 
Winchester,  Tenn.:  Horace  C.,  of  Sunbury;  Bobert 
E.,  of  Xorthumberland  : l^[ary  S.,  deceased,  and 
Walter,  deceased.  Mr.  Blue  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Preshyterian  Church. 

Horace  C.  Blue  was  born.  March  9,  1877,  at 
Xorthumberland,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  there.  Later  he  was  a student 
at  Danville,  and  in  the  State  Xormal  school  at 
Bloomsburg.  Pa.  For  aliout  a year  afterward  he 
filled  a iiositioh  as  traveling  salesman  in  the  west- 
ern part  of  the  State.  Peturuing  to  Xortlmm- 
berlaud,  he  l)ecame  connected  with  the  Pennsyl- 
vania railroad  service  in  189,3  as  messenger,  later 
becoming  clerk,  and  in  190(5  special  agent,  in  which 
capacity  he  is  now  engaged.  He  is  engaged  in  the 
general  claim  deiiartment  at  AYilliamsport,  his 
work  taking  him  all  over  the  Suiduiry,  Lcwistown 
and  Shamokin  division.  Since  1901  he  has  .made 
his  home  in  the  borough  of  Sunlmry.  where  he  is 
interested  in  the  ice  business,  he  having  been  one 
of  tiie  organizers,  in  January,  1909,  of  the  Sun- 
bury  Ice  [Manufacturing  Comjiany,  which  rnann- 
factures  ice  from  distilled  water,  the  purest  sold 
in  Sunbury.  The  e.stablishment  is  conducted  along 
hygienic  lines,  and  the  business  has  been  a success 
from  the  start,  seven  two-horse  teams  being  kept 
constantly  on  the  road,  serving  tlie  large  trade 
which  has  Ijecn  built  up.  [Mr.  Blue  is  pre.sident 
and  manager  of  this  company,  and  he  also  has  in- 
terests in  ice  plants  in  Tennessee.  He  is  an  enter- 
prising young  husiness  man  and  thoroughly  re- 
s|)ected  in  his  commnnity. 

On  Aug.  27,  1900,  [Mr.  Blue  was  married  to  Mary 


(/arneron  Packer,  danglicer  of  Cameron  Packer, 
late  of  Sunbury.  Mr.  and  IVIrs.  Blue  are  connected 
with  the  Episcopal  Church,  where  he  sang  in  the 
choir  for  some  years. 

DAVID  P.  BUSSELL,  engineer  at  the  Latsha 
pumping  station  for  the  Xational  Transit  Com- 
pany, is  a native  of  Canada,  horn  Oct.  30,  1871,  at 
Port  Hope,  Ontario.  The  Bussell  family  hails  from 
Stratluucn,  Scotland,  and  its  members  are  people 
of  rank,  tracing  their  line  back  in  Scotland  to  Lord 
Patterson. 

David  Bussell,  gi’andfather  of  David  P.  Bus-sell, 
was  born  in  Stratliaven,  and  came  to  America  in 
1851,  landing  at  Xew  York.  For  a few  years  he 
lived  in  Xew  York  State,  thence  moving  to  Cold 
Springs,  Ontario,  and  later  to  Port  Hope,  seven 
miles  west  'of  Cold  Springs.  By  trade  he  was  a 
carpet  weaver,  and  he  was  a prosperous  and  thrifty 
man,  acquiring  considerable  real  estate.  He  was 
interested  in  public  affairs,  the  leader  of  a band 
of  Liberals  located  in  a Conservative  stronghold. 
A Scotch  Presbyterian  in  religious  faith,  he  was 
a worker  in  the  church  and  choir  leader  for  many 
years,  a man  of  the  highest  repute  and  character. 
He  died  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  and  is 
buried  at  Port  Hope.  His  wife,  Anne  (Cochran), 
daughter  of  .'John  Cochran,  died  -Tan.  7,  1907,  at 
tlie  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven.  Their  children 
were  .Toseph  and  Bobert  G.,  the  former,  now  de- 
ceased, having  lived  in  Lancaster  county.  Pa. ; he 
was  superintendent  of  all  the  Standard  Oil  sub- 
sidiaries in  Pennsylvania. 

Bobert  G.  Bussell,  son  of  David,  was  born  March 
1?,  1836  or  1837,  lived  for  a number  of  years  at 
Millway,  Lancaster  Co..  Pa.,  being  foreman  for 
the  Standard  Oil  Company  in  that  region.  He 
held  a most  responsible  position,  having  at  times 
as  few  as  125  men  under  his  supervision  and  again 
as  many  as  several  thousands.  On  April  1.  1908, 
he  retired  and  removed  to  Port  Hope.  Ontario, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  married 
Lena  Chislett,  whose  parents,  Bobert  and  Char- 
lotte ([Manley)  Chislett,  of  Ej\gland,  came  to 
America  before  her  birth,  settling  in  Port  Hope, 
Canada.  Bobert  G.  and  Lena  (Chislett)  Bussell 
had  three  sons  and  three  daughters : David  P. ; 

William  C..  who  is  foreman  for  the  Boll  Telephone 
Company,  of  Newark,  N.  J.;  Bobert  F.,  of  [Mill- 
wav,  Lancaster  Co.,  Pa. : [Mertie  [M. ; Anne  C. ; and 
Lena  C. 

David  P.  Bussell  received  his  education  in  the_ 
])ublic  schools  of  his  native  province,  about  the 
equal  of  a high  school  course  in  the  Pennsylvania 
schools.  "When  a youth  of  seventeen  he  commenced 
to  learn  telegraphy,  on  Xhiv.  21.  1888,  becoming 
an  employe  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  in 
whose  employ  he  has  remained  continuously  since. 
Since  1891  he  has  been  an  engine('r.  On  Xov.  21. 
1889,  he  came  to  (he  Lat^ha  [lumping  station,  in 
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Jackson  to\vnsh'|),  Xoitlumiberlimd  ('o.,  I’a.,  \vliioli 
is  a subsidiary  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company.  Here 
he  met  Ids  future  wife,  Lydia  M.  Otto,  daughter 
of  Wa^ldng'tou  and  Harriet'  Otto,  and  they  were 
married  Se]*t.  IS,  1S93.  They  iiave  four  children, 
Jesse  M.,  Edith  M.,  Eobert  Ered  and  Lena  II. 

Politically  IMr.  Eussell  is  a Eepublican.  and 
though  living  in  a Democratic  stronghold  was 
elected  a member  of  the  school  board  of  Jackson 
township.  Fraternallv  he  is  a raend)er  of  Lafay- 
ette Lodge,  Xo.  19-1,  F.  & A.  31.,  of  Selinsgrove, 
Pennsylvania. 

JOSEPH  D.  WAOXEE,  of  Sunhury,  has  been 
in  the  jiosial  service  there  since  1897',  and  at  pres- 
ent liolds  a clerkship  in  the  ottice.  In  his  early 
years  he  was  engaged  in  school  teaching  for  a num- 
ber of  terms  in  the  lower  end  of  Xorthumberland 
county  and  for  five  yeai’S  followed  that  profession 
in  Sunburv. 

3Ir.  Wa  gner  was  born  Aug.  24,  1864,  in  Little 
Mahanoy  township,  this  county,  and  is  a great- 
grandson  of  Jacob  Wagner,  a native  of  Berks  coun- 
ty, Pa.,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  the  Tttlpe- 
liocken  valley.  He  was  there  married  to  Anna 
Maria  Eentschler,  a mendjer  of  an  old  Berks  c-ounty 
family,  and  this  couple  came  to  Xorthumberland 
county,  settling  on  a farm  in  Little  3Iahanoy  town- 
ship now  owned  by  DaTiiel  Eeitz.  On  this  old  farm 
is  a graveyard  where  3Irs.  Wagner  is  buried,  the 
spot  lieing  marked  by  a marble  tombstone.  Jacob 
Wagner  is  buried  at  Little  31ahanoy  Church.  They 
were  Lutherans  in  religious  faith.  They  had  a 
family  of  eight  children  (several  of  the  older  ones 
born  in  Berks  county),  namely:  3Iicliael.  Jacob, 

George.  Samuel, • Catharine  (married  William 
Baker  and  moved  to  ^lichigan),  ^fagdalena  (mar- 
ried Frederick  Latsha  and  lived  at  Swabian  Creek), 
Kosina  (married  Adam  Daniel,  of  Jackson  town- 
ship) and  Betzy  (married  Jacob  Eeitz  and  lived 
at  Eed  Bank,  Pa.  ).  Of  the  sous, 

3Iichacl  Wagner  mariied  Susanna  Holshue  and 
they  lived  and  died  at  Lewisburg,  Pa.  He  Avas  a 
blacksmith  by  occupation.  Their  children  Avere; 
Adam.  Daniel.  Jesse,  Leonard,  Isaac,  Polly.  Het- 
tie  and  Betzy. 

Jacob  Wagner  married  Sally  Seiler,  of  Jackson 
township,  and  they  had  children;  Salinda,  Elias, 
Carolina,  Harriet,  Amanda,  Emanuel  and  Stephen. 
About  ISf.j  they  moved  out  to  Illinois,  making  the 
journey  by  Avagon,  and  there  lived  and  died.  Sev- 
eral of  ri'.eir  younger  children  Avere  born  in  that 
State. 

Geoi'ge  Wagner  Avas  a shoemaker.  He  married 
Betzy  Seitz,  of  tlie  Swabian  Creek  section,  and 
they  are  buried  at  luttlo  ^lahanoy  Church.  They 
had  children  : Samuel.  Peter,  John,  David.  Rosina 
and  BevA’y. 

Samuel  Wagner  passed  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  in  Little  ^fahaiioy  townsliip,  where  ho  owned 


a tiael  of  laud  now  the  property  of  Hiram  Eeed. 
He  was  a tailor  by  trade.  He  was  a member  of  the 
laitheran  Church,  and  he  and  his  Avife,  Catharine 
(Ferster),  are  buried  at  the  Little  3Iahanoy 
Church.  They  had  children  as  folloAvs:  Henry 

died  young;  Levi  is  a resident  of  Washington  town- 
ship, this  county;  Durrell  lives  at  Geneva,  Fla.; 
Geoi'ge  is  a resident  of  Polo,  111.  ; Augustus  died  at 
Shamokin,  Pa. : Isaac  F.  Avas  the  father  of  Joseph 
D.  Wagner:  Closes  (deceased)  lived  in  Washing- 
ton township;  Julia  (deceased)  married  Jacoii 
Gass;  Eebecca  (deceased)  married  Samuel  Feese; 
Polly  is  the  Avife  of  Henry  Derrick:  Anna  (de- 
ceased) married  Benjamin  Zartman. 

Isaac  F.  Wagner,  son  of  Samuel,  was  Ixirn  Xov. 
21,  1843,  in  Little  3Lahanoy  towirship,  Avhere  hp 
died  Xov.  22,  190.J  Ho  Avas  a .shoemaker,  folloAv- 
ing  his  trade  .among  the  farmers  of  his  section  for 
many  years,  and  was  a Avell  knoAvn  man.  He  Avas 
assessor  of  his  toAvnship  for  many  years  and  also 
served  as  school  director.  In  politics  he  Avas  a 
stanch  Democrat,  in  religion  a Lutheran,  ho  and 
his  family  being  members  of  the  liittle  3Iahanoy 
Church,  Avhere  he  is  buried.  He  married  Esther 
Derr,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  (Eeed) 
Derr,  of  Little  3Iahanoy  tcAATi-ship,  and  fifteen  chil- 
dren Avere  boiTi  to  this  union : Joseph  D. ; Wil- 

liam, Avho  died  aged  thirteen  years,  eight  months 
and  tAventy-seven  days  ; Cassa  3Iiah,  Avife  of  Levi  G. 
Knouse,  living  at  Sunbury;  Samuel,  aaEo  died 
Avhen  aged  one  year,  seventeen  days:  Wilson  D..  of 
Shamokin,  Pa. ; Hannalt  J.,  Avife  of  David  Fur- 
man. of  Eockefeller  toAvnship,  this  county:  3Iary 
Ida.  an  invalid,  Avho  died  at  the  age  of  tAventy- 
eight  years,  eight  months  and  tAA'enty-seven 
days;  Edgar  D.  of  SunburA';  Charles  I.,  of  Hern- 
don. this  county ; Tama  (^ora,  Avho  is  a sister  in  the 
3Iary  J.  Drexel  home  at  Philadelphia;  Stephen 
1)..  of  Sunhury;  Francis  D..  of  Pennbrook.  Pa.; 
Isaac  I.,  of  Chester,  Pa. Eobert  D..  of  Philadel- 
phia ; and  Esther  Gertrude,  Avho  died  AAdien  eighteen, 
year.-  old,  at  The  Training  School  for  Feeblemind- 
ed. of  Western  Pennsylvania.  Polk.  Pennsylvania. 

Jo.seph  I).  Wagner  received  the  greater  part  of 
his  education  in  the  ()ublic  schools  of  his  native 
toAA'nship,  and  for  tAventy-eight  Aveeks  Avas  a student 
at  3[uhlenberg  College,  AllentoAvn.  Pa.  When 
tAvenfv  years  old  he  began  teaching,  a profession 
he  folloAved  for  a number  of  years,  being  engaged 
in  Little  3Iahanoy  toAvn.Jiip  three  years;  in  Cam- 
eron toAvnship.  tAvo  years;  at  Dalmatia,  in  the  nor- 
mal school  and  public  school  one  year;  at  Snyder- 
toAvn,  tAvo  years;  and  at  Sunbury,  fiA’o  years — 
thirteen  years  in  all.  On  Xoa'.  1.  iS97,  3Ir.  Wag- 
ner Avas  ajipointed  carrier  Xo.  1 in  Sunhury.  aftei' 
jiassing  the  civil  service  examination  Avilh  the  sec- 
ond best  average  (89.2')  in  a class  of  forty.  He 
Avas  tints  engaged  for  eleven  years  and  one  month, 
on  Dec.  lo.  1908.  being  transferred  to  a clerk- 
ship, Avliich  he  iuaw  hold-.  Ho  is  an  employee  of 
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the  liiglicst  efficieiie}'  and  high]}'  e^teeuied  as  a cit- 
izen throughout  tlie  horough. 

On  March  T7,  1888,  ?k[r.  Wagner  married  Plioebe 
J.  Long,  daiighter  of  Samuel  C.  and  Lydia  ( Dun- 
kelberger)  Long,  of  Little  Mahanoy  toAvnship,  and 
they  had  one  ehihl,  Y'illiam  I).,  Ixirn  May  11,  1889, 
u'ho  died  when  six  days  old.  .Mr.  and  IMrs.  AVag- 
ner  reside  in  tlieir  own  home  at  Xo.  1030  Chest- 
nut street,  Snnhury.  They  are  members  of  Zion’s 
Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr.  Y'agner  belongs  to 
Camp  A'o.  191, .E.  0.  S.  of  A.;  to  the  iModern 
MYodmen  of  America;  to  the  Clerks’  and  Letter 
Carriers’  Association,  and  to  the  Friendship  Hose 
Company  of  Snnhury. 

P.  H.  TYE,  of  Mount  Carmel,  Xorthumberland 
county,  is  engaged  in  a general  l)lacksinithing  bus- 
iness at  the  corner  of  Second  and  iMaple  streets, 
lie  deals  in  carriages,  wagons  and  sleighs,  builds 
and  repairs  wagons,  does  horseshoeing,  carriage 
painting,  etc. 

TITEODOTiE  TALPASH.  proprietor  of  the 
Talpa.sh  Cafe  and  Hotel,  located  at  Xo.  318  East 
Snnhury  street,  Shamokiu,  has  been  in  business 
there  since  1899  and  is  a very  well  known  citizen 
of  the  borough.  He  has  been  quite  a prominent 
worker  among  those  of  his  own  nationality  and 
is  very  popular. 

iMr.  Talpash  was  born  Oct.  28,  1859,  in  Galicia, 
Austria,  son  of  Lucus  Talpash,  who  followed  farm- 
ing in  that  country  and  died  there.  Theodore  Tal- 
pash received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  land  and  was  reared  to  farming,  which 
he  followed  until  he  entered  the  army,  at  the  age 
of  twenty  }-ears.  He  served  four  years  and  two 
months  as  a soldier,  taking  part  in  the  hwal  war 
of  the -revolution  between  the  Turks  and  the  Aus- 
trians, and  at  the  expiration  of  this  period  returned 
to  his  home.  Pnit  his  father  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  army  life  had  spoiled  the  young  man 
for  farming,  and  after  tlii'ee  months  he  determined 
to  try  his  fortune  in  America.  Leaving  his  home 
March  13,  1884,  he  landed  at  Xew  AYrk  City 
April  3d,  and  came  on  at  once  to  Shamokin,  Xorth- 
umherland  Co.,  Pa.,  where  a mnnber  of  his  fel- 
low countrymen  were  settled.  For  about  five  years 
after  settling  here  ^Ir.  Talpash  followed  mining, 
being  engaged  by  P>aumgardner  & Douty,  at  the 
Enterpri.se  colliery.  He  then  began  keeping  store 
on  Xorth  Shamokin  street,  but  after  seven  months 
in  that  line  changed  to  his  present  business.  His 
cafe  and  hotel  are  well  managed,  ami  he  has  a 
profitable  patronage,  built  up  by  excellent  busi- 
ness methods  and  successful  catering  to  the  wants 
of  his  customers.  His  i-eputation  as  citizen  and 
business  man  has  always  been  above  reproach. 

Mr.  Taipash  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Ruthenian  Catholic  Clmrch  in  Shamokin,  of  which 
lie  is  still  a trustee,  mnl  be  is  one  of  those  devoted 


members  who  by  iheir  untiring  clTorts  have  lirought 
the  parish  to  its  present  prosperous  condition  and 
made  possible  the  erection  of  the  magnificent 
church  now  approaching  completion.  He  has  also 
been  active  in  the  various  societies  connected  with 
the  church.  He  is  a member  of  the  Russian  Un- 
ion of  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

ilr.  ’I’nlpasli's  w’fe,  Anastaize,  is  also  a native 
of, Austria,  'i’hey  have  a family  of  five  children: 
Ulger,  Jennie,  Helen,  Annie  and  John. 

DAXIEL  C.  BLAXK,  who  has  been, a resident 
of  Snnhury  since  1872,  has  been  a railroad  man 
since  18G6  and  an  engineer  since  1886,  running 
on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad.  He  has  been  in  the 
emjdoy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Company  for  the  long- 
period  of  thirty-eight  years. 

Mr.  Blan-k  is  a son  of  Samuel  Blank  and  grand- 
son of  Joseph  Blank,  who  lived  in  Berwick,  Colum- 
bia Co.,  Pa.,  whither  he  came  at  an  early  jieriod  in 
the.  history  of  the  settlement  ■ of  Columbia  and 
Montour  counties.  He  owned  a fann,  but  was 
obliged  to  retire  at  a comparatively  early  age,  be- 
cause of  rheumatism,  which  so  alfected  him  in  his 
closing  years  that  lie  could  not  walk  without  using- 
two  canes.  He.  died  at  Berwick  about  1870,  at  a 
very  advanced  age,  and  is  buried  near  that  place. 
IMr..  Blank  was  a Methodist  in  his  earlier  years, 
later  uniting  with  the  Evangelical  Association. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  survived  both  wives. 
His  family  consisted  of  three  children,  all  born 
to  the  first  union,  namely : Samuel,  and  Joseph 

and  Polly,  twins.  Joseph  lived  near  Berwick. 
Polly  married  Jacob  Kissner. 

Samuel  Blank,  son  of  Joseph.,  was  born  in  1814 
and  died  in  1868,  aged  fifty-four  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  buried  in 
the  old  Lutheran  cemetery  back  of  Briar  Creek, 
in  Columbia  count}'.  By  occupation  he  was  a farm- 
er. Ho  married  Maria  Klinetob.  daughter  of 
Christopher  and  Catharine  Klinetob.  of  Salem 
township,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa.,  and  she  died  in  1867, 
at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years,  the  mother  of  the 
following  named  children : One  daughter  that 

filed  in  infancy;  Katie  Ann,  who  died  young; 
Rolandus,  of  West  Pittston,  Pa.;  Elmira,  wife  of 
Benjamin  Evelaml.  living  at  Jonestown,  Pa. ; Dan- 
iel C. '.  Malinda  (’deceased),  who  married  Samuel 
l\r.  Smith  and  lived  in  Forty  Fort,  Luzerne  comity : 
Jennie,  widow'  of  Samuel  Poet,  who  was  an  en- 
gineer on  the  Penii'^ylvania  railroad  and  was  killed 
at  Duncannon,  Pa.  (she  lives  at  Harrisburg)  : 
Sarah,  widow'  of  Wilson  Stoudt,  living  at  Sun- 
I'ury:  Louisa  (deceased),  who  married  Webster 
Gensel,  now  a resident  of  Berwick,  Pa.;  and  Annie 
(deceased),  w-ife  of  Thomas  Poet  (brother  of  Sam- 
uel, who  married  her  sister  Jennie),  w-ho  lives  in 
Altoona,  Pcniusylvania. 

Daniel  C.  Blank  was  born  July  5,  1848,  in  Sugar 
Loaf  townshi[),  Luzei-ne  Co..  Pa.,  and  was  only  a 
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youth  of  sixteen  when  he  (iLhsted.  Sept.  ISCt, 
from  Columbia  county,  for  one  year,  to  serve  as 
a musician,  lie  became  a member  of  Company  I, 
noth  liegiment,  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Tnfantrv’, 
which  was  assigned  to  the  3d  Brigade,  2d  Division, 
5th  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  was 
present  at  Lee's  surrender  and  received  an  honor- 
able discharge  May  30,  lS(i5,  at  Arlington  Heights, 
Va.,  by  reason  of  the  close  of  the  war.  In  ISGO 
Mr.  Blank  l)egan  work  as  a railroad  man,  and  has 
been  thus  engage;!  ever  since.  He  first  worked 
for  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & Western  Com- 
pany, later  for  the  Xortlicrn  Central  and  then  for 
the  Philadelphia  & Erie,  both  the  latter  being  now 
under  the  control  of  the  Pennsylvania,  for  A\hieh 
he  has  been  workiiig  thirty-eight  years.  Since  ISSO 
he  has  been  engaged  as  an  engineer.  His  efficiency 
and  trustworthiness  may  be  best  judged  by  the 
length  of  his  service,  which  of  itself  would  consti- 
tute a remarkable  record.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers. 

On  Aug.  25,  1812,  Mr.  Blank  married  Emma 
C.  Sensenbach,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Oradio 
(Gold — now  Gould)  Sensenbach,  who  died  at  Sun. 
bury,  but  were  earlier  of  Xazareth,  l*a.  Mrs. 
Blank  had  the  following  brothers  and  sisters:  Sar- 
ah, who  died  aged  twelve  years  ; Cloyde,  of  Beth- 
lehem, Pa.  ; IMary  E.,  who  is  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Paden;  James,  of  Louisville,  Ivy.  (he  was  drowned 
at  that  place,  in  1910)  ; Angus,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ; 
Charles  A.,  of  Sunbury;  Elmer,  of  Lewisville, 
Pa.;  and  David  G.,  of  Sunbury. 

Mr.  and  IMrs.  Blank  have  had  four  children; 
Harry  X.,  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. ; George  W.,  of  Pitts- 
burg; Bessie  A.,  married  to  Samuel  D.  Best,  a 
merchant  of  Sunlmry;  and  Charles  W.,  at 
home. 

GEOPGE  W.  PUPP.  of  Clarion  Heights,  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  is  foreman  at  the  Greenough 
colliery,  where  he  has  been  engaged  since  1900, 
and  is  very  well  known  at  the  mines,  where  he 
has  been  employed  for  about  fifty  years,  since 
early  boyhood.  His  home  Avas  in  Shamokin  until 
his  recent  removal  to  Marion  Heights. 

Mr.  Rupp  was  born  Jan.  1,  1819,  in  Catawissa 
township,  Columbia  Co.,  Pa.,  and  is  a representa- 
tive of  the  fifth  generation  of  his  family  in  xVmcr- 
ica,  being  descended  from  George  Ru])p,  Avho  came 
to  America  from  Alsace  Lorraine,  Germany,  in 
1750.  There  is  rpute  a romance  in  connection 
with  his  emigration  from  his  native  land  and  set- 
tlement in  America.  In  his  native  land  he  had 
met  Countess  Ursila  von  Pctershbltz,  daughter  of 
John  Heinricli  von  I’etersholrz.  and  her  family,  be- 
ing of  Ibe  nobility,  objected  to  their  union,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  young  Rupp  rvas  a most  su- 
perior young  man.  The  young  coujile  thereupon 
married  and  eloped  to  America,  whore  they  found- 
ed a family  which  has  bee'uue  honored  in  every 


locality  in  which  it  has  been  repre.sented.  The 
folloAving  account  is  mostly  from  family  and 
church  records. 

(I)  George  Rupp  was  born  Aug.  11,  1721.  ac 

Wimmern.  Lower  Alsace,  son  of  Ulrich  and  Mar- 
garette  (Holtz)  Rupp.  On  Jan.  27,  1750.  he  mar- 
ried Ursila  von  Petersholtz,  and  came  to  America, 
at  once  locating  in  Lehigh  county.  Pa.,  settling  first 
at  Trexlertown.  where  he  took  up  a large  section  of 
land  on  a grant  received  from  the  Penns.  Some  of 
the  descendants  of  this  cmyile  still  live  on  a por- 
tion of  the  original  grant.  George  Rupp  died  in 
Xorthampton  (now  Lehigh)  county  Sept.  13.  1807, 
aged  eighty-six  years.  Rev.  Heinrich  Helfrish,  the 
minister  who  preached  at  Trexlertown  from  1781. 
baptized  and  married  George  Rujrp's  children,  who 
were  nine  in  numlrer,  four  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters. We  have  the  following  record  of  this  fam- 
ily; (1)  Maria  Clara  was  born  Dec.  1,  1750.  (2) 

i^iargarette  was  born  Aug.  25,  1752.  (3)  Anna 
iMargarette  rvas  born  Sept.  10,  1751.  (1)  Adam 
Harmanus,  born  Xov.  7,  175G.  married  Barbara 
Berer,  who  was  of  Swiss  descent,  and  they  had 
one  son  named  Jacob,  who  married  iMary  Vogel. 
Jacob  Rupp  died  in  18G0.  (5)  Johann  George 

was  born  Feb.  28.  1758.  (G)  Andreas,  born  March 

26,  1760,  had  a family.  (7)  Johannes,  born  July 
2.  1762,  is  mentioned  below.  (8)  Maria  Avas  born 
Jan.  2,  1761.  (9)  Anna  was  born  in  1766. 

(II)  Johannes  Rupp,  son  of  George,  was  born 
July  2,  1762,  at  TrexlertoAvn,  Lehigh  countv.  and 
died  in  I’hiladelphia.  He  Avas  a blacksmith  bv 
trade.  His  children  Avere:  William,  Jacol),  George 
and  Maiy  (married  Jacob  Stein). 

(III)  George  Pupp,  son  of  Johannes,  Avas  born 
IMay  30,  1790,  at  TrexlertoAvn,  Lehigh  countv,  and 
died  Feb.  8,  1870.  He  learned  Aveaving  and  fol- 
loAved  that  trade  for  some  time.  But  he  Avas  still 
a young  man  Avhen  he  moAed  to  Columbia  county. 
Pa.,  and  settled  in  Avhat  is  noAV  CataAA'i«sa  toAvn- 
ship.  taking  up  farming,  in  Avhich  AA'ork  he  pros- 
pered. He  acfiuired  three  large  farms.  He  AA-a« 
a Lutheran  in  religious  faith.  George  Ruj.ip  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Moyer,  ami  they  had  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  (1)  iMaiw  (Polly)  married  Michael 
Stein,  and  their  children  Avere:  Jacob,  George, 
David,  IMichael.  Jonas,  Amanda  and  Elizabeth. 
(2)  Reuben,  who  died  in  IMount  Carmel,  had  a 
large  family,  viz. : George,  Sally  Porger,  Jonas 
(avIio  had  children  Cora  Rorich,  Sarah  PeiiAlier. 
Kate  Mench,  Herman,  William.  Franklin.  Albert. 
Luzetta  Cooper  and  Elizabeth  P'ahringer).  IMary 
Hirshtleld.  Harriet  Ijcritz,  Harmon.  AndrcAv  (AA'ho 
had  a son  Warren)  and  Elizabeth  Duddinger  (aa'Iio 
had  children  William,  Lirenzo,  Sarah  English. 
Harriett  Martin,  (’lara  Klein,  Daniel,  Flora  Con- 
rad, EdAvard  and  Irvin).  (3)  John  is  mentioned 
beloAv.  (4)  Jonathan.  aaIio  died  in  Blount  ('armel. 
Pa.,  had  children:  Frank.  Elizabeth  Henry.  .\1- 
fred,  Cai'rie  Jane  Oavciis,  Charles,  Clark  and  El- 
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EiscJiliiU’t,  wife  of  J.  TI.  Eiseiiliart,  of  Slia- 
mokiii. 

(IV)  John  llupp^  son  of  (leorge,  was  born  Oct. 
17j  1819,  in  Catawissa  township,  Columbia  county, 
and  followed  farming  in  that  county,  becoming 
well-to-do  and  acquiring  land  there,  lletiring,  he 
removed  to  Shamokdn,  but  his  death  occurred  while 
he  was  in  Illinois,  on  a visit  to  his  daughter,  July 
12,  LSiM).  He  married  .Mary  Bachman,  of  St. 
Clair,  I’a.,  daughter  of  Daniel  Bachman,  and  to 
them  were  born  the  following  children.  (1)  Eliza- 
beth married  Lemuel  Fisher  and  John  iMeisber- 
ger,  and  her  children  are:  John  H. ; George;  Mar- 
garett,  Barbara  Ella  Zuerns,  who  has  had  two 
ehildrcn,  .lohn  and  Ella,  and  Mary  Etta  Hen- 
ning, who  had  Lizzie,  Kate  and  Bayraond.  (2) 
Anna  married  David  Eveland  and  lives  at  Hagers- 
town, Md.  (3)  Daniel,  who  died  in  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa.,  had  children:  Ella  Thomas,  Mrs.  Donlan  and 
Elizabeth.  (4)  John  is  a resident  of  Shamokin. 
(5)  George  W.  is  mentioned  below.  (6)  David 
lives  in  Johnson  City,  near  Shamokin.  (7)  Kath- 
ryn married  Pichard  Henley,  of  Indiana.  (8) 
Ellen  married  tVilliam  Cute.  (9)  Pebecca  married 
'William  O’Brien. 

(V)  George  'Mb  Pupp  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Shamokin,  but  he  was  a 
mere  boy  when  he  began  picking,  slate  at  the  Cold 
Run  Colliery.  He  had  only  worked  at  that  for 
three  weeks,  however,  when  he  was  made  door- 
tender,  and  later  he  drove  team.  He  next  com- 
menced mining,  at  the  Brady  colliery,  and  later 
was  at  the  Enterprise,  run-  b\'  Baumgardner  & 
Douty,  where  he  was  employed  for  some  time.  In 
1900  he  came  to  the  Greenough  colliery,  as  as- 
sistant inside  foreman,  and  there  he  has  since  re- 
mained. He  is  an  industrious,  reliable  and  in- 
telligent worker,  and  has  a respected  name  among 
his  fellow  employees  and  among  his  employers. 

On  Oct.  17,  1871,  Mr.  Rupp  married  Della 
Lyons,  daughter  of  Thomas  Lyons.  The  latter 
■•emigrated  from  Ireland,  and  on  his  arrival  in  this 
country  first  located  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  thence  com-, 
ing  to  Shamokin,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early' 
sefflers,  among  his  neighbors  l>eing  the  'Weaver, 
Zuern,  Dailey,  Fagely  and  Snyder  families.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pupp  have  been  born  children  as 
follows : John  E. ; Thomas  J.,  who  lives  in  Sha- 
mokin: Catherine  iM..  married  to  Daniel  Hyland, 
■of  Philadelphia  : George  F. : 'William  J.,  of  Pliil- 
aclelphia  ; Pavmond  V. ; and  IMary  Y.  and  B.  Irene, 
both  of  whom  are  deceased.  In  February,  1909,  the 
family  moved  from  Shamokin  to  IMarion  Heights 
(Kei.ser  post  office).  !Mr.  Pupp  and  his  family  are 
members  of  St.  Edward's  Catliolic  Church.  'Fra- 
ternally he  is  a member  of  the  F.  0.  E.,  Aerie  Xo. 
533.  He  is  an  independent  voter. 

ABRAHAiM  PEDCAY,  foreman  of  the  foun- 
dry department  of  the  American  Car  Foundry 


Company  at  Milton,  and  one  of  the  faithful  em- 
ployees of  tliat  company,  was  born  in  Lewis  town- 
ship Jan.  23,  1817,  son  of  Daniel  and  Abby  (Kint) 
Pccicay. 

The  name  Pedcay  (Pedche,  Petge)  has  been 
common  in  Lancaster  and  Berks  counties  in  Penn- 
sylvania for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  (1) 
Elias  Pattge  (or  Pcdche),  the  first  of  the  name 
here,  came  to  Pennsylvania  Sept.  26,  1737,  fixun 
Germainy  and  was  accompanied  by  Xicholas 
Pattge,  a relative.  Both  names  were  written  hy  a 
clerk  and  that  of  Elias  was  spelled  Patgen.  Tra- 
dition says  he  was  related  to  John  Jacob  Radge, 
who  arrived  in  Philadelphia  Dec.  3,  1710,  on  the 
ship  •‘Robert  and  Alice,’’  Capt.  Goodman,  com- 
mander. Elias  Pattge  settled  at  once  in  Robeson 
township,  Lancaster  county,  and  Xicholas  in  Al- 
bany township,  Berks  (tlien  Philadelphia)  county, 
and  on  Xov.  28,  1750,  tire  latter  received  a war- 
rant for  fifty  acres  in  Philadelplria  county.  He 
was  a farmer,  but  little  is  known  of  him.  He  died 
in  1760,  leaving  a widow,  Maria  Ann  Hrsula,  and 
children  Elias  (died  in  Greenwich  township,  Berks 
county,  in  1773)  and  xAnna  Margarete. 

In  1750  Elias  Pattge  (or  Pedche)  secured  a 
warrant  from  the  proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania  for 
sixty-five  acres  of  land  in  Robeson  townslrip,  Lan- 
caster county;  in  1752  this  townslrip  was  trans- 
ferred to  Berks  county.  On  Oct.  28,  1765,  he  pur- 
chased 110  acres  adjoining  the  sixty-five,  and  there 
he  farmed  until  1773.  On  June  12,  1773,  he  sold 
his  propertv  at  Gibraltar  to  his  onlv  son,  Elias, 
Jr.,  and  moved  to  Cunrra  (now  Brecknock)  town- 
ship, in  what  was  called  “the  Forest.”  There  he 
purchased  131  acres,  through  wliich  ran  the  xAlle- 
gheny  creek,  and  on  the  banks  of  that  stream  he 
erected  a sawnrill,  which  he  conducted  successfully 
uirtil  the  time  of  his  death.  He  also  followed 
farming  on  this  land.  He  died  in  1786.  aged  about 
seveirty  years,  and  is  buried  at  St.  John’s  cemetery, 
Gibraltar— a part  of  his  old  farm.  Elias  Pedche 
was  twice  married.  By  his  first  wife  Elizabeth  he 
had  the  following  children:  (1)  Elias,  born  in 

1715,  married  April  6,  1773,  Elizabeth  Flunter. 
of  Oley  (born  in  1752,  died  Jan.  11,  1816),  and 
died  Jan.  3,  1829.  (2)  Barbara  married  John 

Kendall.  (3)  Mary,  horn  xVug.  5,  1717.  married 
iMay  28.  1770.  Gottlieb  Christian,  and  died  in 
1832.  (1)  C’atharinc,  born  April  22.  1756,  mar- 

ried Sept.  5.  1773.  Christian  Krauss,  and  died  Feb. 
11.  1809.  (5)  Elizabeth  married  Frederich  Rapp 

Sept.  20,  1770,  and  died  before  1786.  Elias  RchI- 
che  married  (second)  March  21,  1773,  Rosina 
Zigler.  widow  of  xVdam  Zigler.  They  had  no  chil- 
dren, and  at  his  death  in  1788  she  married  Chris- 
tian Eschelman,  a neighbor. 

(II)  Elias  Pedcay,  Jr.,  only  son  of  Elias,  lived 
in  Robeson  towaiship.  whore  he  carried  on  farming 
and  conducted  a sawmill.  He  carried  on  opera- 
tions on  the  two  +!'acts  which  he  had  purcha-^cd 
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from  his  father  in  1713,  up  to  1804,  when  lie  de- 
cided to  sell  out.  He  wa.s  an  extensive  dealer  in 
land  and  a large  property  owner,  owning  several 
good  farms  and  a. few  timber  tracts  on  -which  he 
operated  sawmills.  On  xlpril  '49,  1791,  he  and  his 
wife  deeded  to  Valentine  Geiger  and  Herman 
Umstead  in  trust  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  sec- 
tion a tract  of  land  containing  one  acre,  ten  perches, 
it  being  part  ot‘  the  land  he  had  pnirehascd  from  Ids 
father,  ddds  land  contained  the  private  burying 
ground  of  the  Ttedcays,  who  in  later  year.s  allowed 
people  of  their  section  to  bury  their  dead  there. 
It  was  the  intention  to  have  a church  Iniilt  there, 
but  this  Ava.s  not  done  until  1809.  and  it  is  known 
as  St.  John's  Lutbei’an  ami  lleformed  Church.  It 
is  said  that  a log  church  was  on  the  property  be- 
fore the  present  church  was  built.  All  Cliristian 
congregations  which  contributed  to  its  support 
were  allowed  to  worship  in  the  building,  and  they 
were  also  to  maintain  and  keep  the  graveyard. 
Late  in  life  Elias  Itedcay  lost  most  of  his  com- 
petency, through  disastrous  financial  investments. 
He  was  a member  of  the  Genera]  Assembly  from 
Exeter  in  1805-1800,  and  during  the  Eevolution- 
ary  war  he  served  as  a lieutenant  of  militia  from 
Pennsylvania  in  Capt.  Adam  Beard’s  Company, 
3d  Battalion,  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan  Jones.  He 
was  a groat  reader  and  delighted  to  tell  stories  of 
the  war.  He  died  Jan.  3,  1849.  and  is  buried  in 
the  old  Itedcay  burying  ground.  On  A])ril  6, 
1773,  Elias  Itedcay  married  Elizabeth  Hunter, 
born  1754,  died  Jan.  11,  1816,  and  their  children 
were:  (1)  Henry,  born  Aug.  13,  1115,  married 
Mary  Catharine  Neykirk.  of  Exeter,  born  Jan. 
25,  i779.  He  died  May  24,  1848,  and  she  Sept.  3, 
1842,  and  both  are  buried  in  the  iMuddy  Creek 
cemetery  in  Lancaster  county.  (2)  John.  (3) 
Elias,  born  Dec.  28,  1182,  married  (first)  Jan.  29, 
1809,  Sarah  Harner,  of  Exeter.  She  died  and  was 
buried  in  Muddy  Creek  coneterv,  and  he  married 
(second)  July  16,  1826,  Elizabeth  Strauss,,  of  Bern, 
born  Feb.  12,  1790.  He  jjassed  away  Jan.  28,  1867, 
and  she  died  Aug.  19,  1875,  and  both  are  Imried 
at  Adamstoevn,  Lancaster  county.  (4)  Elizabetli 
married  Samuel  Ludwig,  of  Cumru,  and  they 
moved  to  Missouri  in  1834.  (5)  Maria  married 

June  9,  1805,  Jacob  Ludwig. 

(Ill)  John  Itedcay,  son  of  Elias,  was  born  in 
Itobeson  town.shi)),  Berks  county,  about  1719.  On 
April  10,  I'SHb  he.  with  bis  father,  purchased  a 
farm  of  John  Barr,  of  Exeter  township,  which  they 
farmed  until  1843,  when  they  sold  out.  He  then 
moved  to  a farm  near  Schwartzwald  in  Exeter, 
which  had  a clover  mill  on  it.  Tliere  he  remained 
until  his  death  in  1836.  and  he  is  buried  in  St. 
•lohn’s  graveyard  at  Gibraltar.  About  1807  he 
married  Esther  Ithoads,  of  Amity  township,  Berks 
county,  and  they  had  children  as  follows;  (.1) 
JIary,  boVn  Oct.  1 1,  1807,  married  Thomas  Lewis. 
(2)  Betz\',  born  April  10,  1809,  married  Pete 


Ttomig.  and  died  Oct.  16,  1851.  (3)  John,  bovji 

April  45,  1810,  married  Phoebe  Sc hrack,  born  Oct. 
31,  1817,  died  Feb.  13,  1854.  He  died  in  July, 
1848.  (4)  Daniel,  born  Feb.  1,  1814.  marrieci 

Abby  Kint,  and  tiled  June  1.  1890.  (5)  Jacob, 

born  June  13,  1816,  ilied  unmarried  Dec.  18,  1898. 
(6)  Catharine  married  John  Leiwis. 

(IV)  Daniel  Redcay,  son  of  John,  was  born 
Feb.  1,  1814,  and  died  .lune  1,  1890,  and  is  buried 
at  IMcEwensville,  Pa.  He  came  to  Northumlier- 
land  county  in  his  young  manhood,  and  settled  at 
.McEwensville.  where  in  1856  be  liiiilt  the  home  in 
which  he  resided  until  bis  death.  He  was  a con- 
tractor and  builder,  and  many  of  the  houses  and 
barns  in  that  district  were  built  by  him.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in  polities 
was  a Democrat.  He  married  Abby  Kint,  vvho 
was  born  at  Brier  Creek,  Berks  county,  April  18, 
1818,  and  died  April  13,  li)04,  and  is  buried  at 
ilcEwensville.  Their  children  were:  'William  and 
Christian,  who  both  died  young;  Aiigeline,  born 
Dec.  44.  1844,  on  the  old  homestead;  Henry,  born 
Feb.  4,  1845,  living  in  Watsontown  : Abraham  ; and 
Edward,  born  in  1861,  living  at  Scranton. 

(V)  Abraham  Pedcay,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
Jan.  43,  1847.  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade 
of  molder  at  McEwensville.  In  1874  he  came  to 
Milton,  and  became  connected  with  the  American 
Car  & Foundry  Company,  and  in  1889  was  made 
foreman  of  the  foundry  department,  a position  he 
still  holds.  During  the  (.'ivil  war  he  served  as  a 
private  in  Company  B,  411»th  Penn.sylvania  Vol- 
unteers. spending  nine  months  in  the  service  of 
his  country.  He  is  a member  of  Henry  Wilson 
Post,  No.  i49,  G.  A.  IL  He  and  his  family  attend 
the  Lutheran  Church.  J’hey  reside  at  No.  431 
Park  avenue,  Iililton.  in  a home  i\Ir.  Pedcay  built 
and  moved  into  at  the  time  of  his  marriage.  He 
votes  the  Prohibitionist  ticket,  and  takes  a firm 
stand  for  bis  party's  principles. 

IMr.  Pedcay  married  Susanna  Gold,  daughter  of 
David  and  Jfaria  (Pissmiller)  Gold,  and  they  have 
had  children ; Edgar  P.,  who  died  aged  thirteen 
years,  four  months,  twenty-one  days ; Eliza- 
Iteth,  who  married  Bert  Hill,  and  lives  in  Turbut 
township;  Fralddin  G.,  a jeweler  employed  by 
G.  Dal.  Fox,  at  ililton;  and  Clarence  H..  a mold- 
er. residing  at  Milton. 

CHAPLES  LEVAN  KPEMEP,  of  Sunburv, 
whose  business  and  official  activity  has  gaijied  him 
a wide  ac(|uaintauce,  has  l)cen  a prominent  con- 
tractor and  builder,  and  is  now  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business.  He  is  a son  of  Jacob  Kremer, 
who  as  shorin'  and  treasurer  of  Northumberland 
county  won  popularity  and  friends. 

Jacob  Kremer,  son  of  Ben  jamin,  was  born  April 
30,  1827,  in  Albany  township,  Berks  Co..  Pa.,  and 
was  but  a child  when  brought  by  his  parents  to 
Northumbri'land  count}'.  He  obtained  a liberal 
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oducation  attending  school  at  the  various  places 
in  ivhicli  the  family  resided  during  his  early  life. 
After  reaching  his  majority  he  engaged  in  the 
stock  business  at  Allemvood,,  and  during  the  Civil 
war  supplied  horses  for  all  hranclies  of  the  army 
service.  Jn  1ST9  he  became  owner  of  the  "iMansion 
House/’  at  'Watsontown,  wliere  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  Though  a resident  of  Xorth- 
umberland  county  for  less  than  twenty  years,  iMr. 
Krcmer  attained  unusual  prominence.  In  1884  he 
was  elected  sheritf  of  Xorlhumlierland  county,  and 
in  1887.  before  the  expiration  of  liis  term,  lie  re- 
ceived the  liepiiblican  nomination  for  county 
treasurer,  and  was  elected.  He  died  March  6, 
1892,  and  v.as  buried  at  IVatsontown. 

On  Jan.  G,  18.j3,  /Ir.  Krcmer  married  Julia 
Ann  Allen,  eldest  daugliter  of  Isaac  and  Jane 
(Piatt)  Allen,  of  Allen  wood,  Union  county,  which 
place  was  named  in  his  honor.  iMrs.  Kremer  was 
born  Dec.  25,  1829,  and  died  Dec.  29,  1902.  She 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom, 
George  M.,  Xewton,  Boyd  and  Jolin,  died  in  in- 
fancy, and  the  surviving  are : Sarah  Alice,  wife 
of  Charles  G.  Purcell:  Allen  I.,  who  married  Ada 
Taylor;  Charles  Levan,  mentioned  below;  Daniel 
A.,  who  married  Emma  Forseman;  and  Jennie  L., 
married  to  G.  P.  Xaiiss. 

Charles  Levan  Kremer  was  horn  Jan.  4,  1857, 
at  Allenwood,  Union  Co.,  Pa.,  and  attended  the 
district  schools  and  at  Williamsport.  He  came  to 
Sunburv  in  1884-85,  at  which  time  he  became 
deputy  sheriff  under  his  father.  He  served  dur- 
ing his  father’s  term,  1885-88,  and  again  h'ecame 
deputy  when  his  father  took  the  office  of  treasurer, 
serving  as  such  from  1888  to  1891,  and  then  as 
deputy,  under,  llobort  Montgomeiw,  Democratic 
sheritf.  In  the  fall  of  1893  he  was  elected  pro- 
thonotary  of  Xortlmmberland  county  by  a majority 
of  1,400,  and  at  the  close  of  this  term  he  was  re- 
elected, by  a majority  of  1,399.  serving  six  yeais 
in  succession.  During  his  service  as  prothonotary 
jMr.  Kremer  was  also  extensively  engaged  as  a 
contractor  and  builder,  in  which  line  he  was  not- 
ably successful. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Kremer  is  a iMason,  holding 
rnember.ship  in  Maclay  Lodge,  Xo.  632,  F.  d:  A. 
iM. ; Xorthumberland  Chapter,  Xo.  174,  E.  A.  M. ; 
and  iMouiit  Henuon  Commanderv.  Xo.  85.  K.  4’. 

On  Feb.  25,  1897,  he  married  iMrs.  Kate  (Fin- 
ney) Van  Horn,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
by  Dr.  Hamlin,  of  Washington.  Her  parents  were 
Hamilton  and  Catharine  Finney,  of  Kansas  City, 
^Missouri. 

Hamilton  Finney,  her  father,  was  a native  of 
Xorthumberland  county  and  spent  his  early  life 
here.  About  the  year  1840  he  moved  to  Harrison- 
ville.  Mo.,  and  after  the  Civil  war  he  went  to 
Kansas  City,  where  ho  took  a prominent  part  in 
the  political  life  of  the  city.  There  his  daughter 


Kate  was  born  and  lived  all  her  early  life.  She 
married  Eobert  Van  Horn,  who  died  in  1885.  In 
1895,  after  the  death  of  Mrs.  Finney,  Mr.  Finney 
and  his  daughter  came  back  to  Sunl3ury  to  live 
and  here  she  met  Dir.  Kremer,  ^vhonl  she  married 
in  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  1897.  For  twelve  years 
they  lived  in  Sunbiiry  and  then  bought  “Honey- 
wood  Farm,"  on  the  hilt  opposite  the  town,  where 
she  lived  until  her  death  one  year  later.  DIrs. 
Kremer  occupied  a unique  place  in  the  life  of 
Sunburv.  She  was  a uoman  of  rare  refinement 
and  culture,  having  had  the  advantages  of  ex- 
tensive travel  and  study.  She  was  an  artist  of 
unu.sual  ability,  studying  in  Paris  and  Xew  York, 
where  she  did  some  notable  work  in  oils.  She  was 
a linguist,  and  up  to  the  time  of  her  death  spent 
much  time  in  the  study  of  German  and  French. 
Dlrs.  Kremer  had  a,  charming  personality  and 
possessed  to  an  unusual  degree  the  faculty  of  mak- 
ing and  keeping  friends.  She  was  most  lavish 
in  her  hospitality  and  possessed  gifts  which  made 
her  home  the  center  of  the  best  sort  of  social  in- 
tercourse. She  died  Dfay  21,  1910,  and  is  buried 
in  Pomfret  DIanor  cemetery  at  Sunburv. 

FEEDEEIC  AXTES  GODCHAELES,  presi- 
dent and  general  manager  of  the  F.  A.  Godcharles 
Company,  of  Milton,  manufacturers  of  iron  and 
steel  nails,  hinges,  washers  and  puddled  iron,  is  at 
the  head  of  an  industry  which  has  done  much  for 
the  borough's  pi’osperity  for  over  a third  of  a cen- 
tury. This  company  is  the  successor  of  the  C.  A. 
Godcharles  C'ompany.  which  was  established  in 
1875  by  the  late  Charles  A.  Godcharles.  father  of 
Frederic  A.  Godcharles.  Employment  is  given 
at  present  to  about  four  hundred,  a fact  which  con- 
\'eys  some  idea  of  the  importance  of  the  Godcharles 
plant  in  its  relation  to  the  local  industrial  situa- 
ion.  Dir.  Godcharles  is  one  of  the  young  busi- 
ness men  foremost  in  his  section  of  Penn.sylvania, 
and  he  has  not  only  extensive  business  interests 
but  also  numerous  social  connections.  Dioreover, 
he  has  been  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his 
civic  responsibilities,  having  served  faithfullv  in 
public  office,  for  which  his  ahility  and  experience- 
make  him  peculiarly  competent. 

Mr.  Godcharles  was  l»orn  June  3,  1872,  oldest 
son  of  Charles  A.  and  Eli;^abeth  (Burkenbine) 
Godcharles.  His  father  was  one  of  the  constituent 
members  of  the  firm  of  C.  A.  Godcharles  & Co., 
organized  in  1875.  His  mother  was  the  daughter 
of  the  late  Samuel  A.  Burkenliiue,  one  of  the  most 
})rominent  newspaper  men  of  his  day;  she  was  also 
the  granddaughter  of  Alexander  Hughes,  another 
mend)er  of  the  newspa])er  profession  and  at  one 
time  State  printer,  and  the  great-granddaughter 
of  Col.  Philip  Frederic  Antes,  a colonel  in  the 
Eevolution,  a most  prominent  early  citizen,  one 
of  the  first  president  judges  and  for  many  years 
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. treasurer  of  -\oriliuuiljei'l.'U!|  euuuly.  'I’he  sulijec-' 
■oi  this  sketch  eras  named  for  this  illustrious 
uncostor. 

Chaklks  AiKKxXioDCirAiiLES,  SOU  of  Henry  and 
Esther  (Price)  Godcharles,  was  born  at  Earrands- 
viile,  Clinton  Co.,  Pa.,  Dec.  8,  18-13.  He  attended 
the  public  schools  Tor  a lew  year.s,  and  learned  the 
trade  of  nailmakei',  under  his  father,  'who  was  a 
pioneer  nailmakcr  in  this  country,  traveling  all 
the  way  from  his  native  place  in  Canada  by  foot. 
At  a very  tender  age  .Air.  Godcharles  enlisted  for 
.service  in  the  Civil  uar  in  Company  G.  131st 
Pennsylvania,  Yoluutcers,  and  reenli.sred  3U  Com- 
])any  A,  201,st  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  After 
the  close  of  the  war  he  followed  his  trade  at 
Duncannon,  Pa.,  and  laler  removed  to  Xortli- 
•umherland,  whei’e  he  accepted  a .similar  position 
with  AYn  Aleu  A Co.  In  1874  he  headed  a com- 
pany which  built  a nail  mill  at  Alilton,  later  one 
at  dYwanda,  and  then  a third  at  Xorthurnberland. 
He  retired  from  active  business  a few  years  before 
his  death,  which  occurred  January  17,  1903.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Alasonic  Fraternity,  belong- 
ing to  all  the  bodies,  and  was  a prominent  member 
■of  the  liepid.ilican  ])arty. 

On  June  2o,  1905,  the  F.  A.  Godcharles  Com- 
pany, successors  to  the  C.  A.  Godcharles  Company, 
was  incoi'porated,  Fredeidc  A.  Godcharles  becom- 
ing president  and  general  manager : AValter  A. 
Codcharles,  vice  president;  and  AVilliam  B. 
■Godcharles,  secretary  and  treasurer,  these  olFicers 
being  brothers.- 

Frederic  A.  Godcharle.s  received  his  preparatory 
•education  in  Alilton.  graduating  from  the  higli 
school  in  Alay,  1888,  after  which  he  took  a course 
' in  electrical  engineering  at  Lafayette  College, 
Easton,  Pa.,  graduating  in  1893.  Since  that  time 
Fe  has  been  associated  in  business  as  above  stated. 
His  principal  interest  is  in  the  F.  A.  Godcharles 
Company,  of  which  he  is  the  title  member,  but  lie 
has  also  formed  other  important  connections,  local 
and  otherwise.  He  is  a 'director  of  the  Garrett 
County  Coal  and  Alining  Company.  He  is  also 
interested  in  other  cor]>orations.  eitlier  becai'.se  of 
the  advantages  they  otl'er,  the  locality  or  because 
they  appear  attractive  propositions  for  the  inve.et- 
ment  of  capital.  In  short,  he  is  a typical  modern 
progressive  business  man.  In  1910  he  bought  Thr 
Miltonian,  the  only  weekly  newspaper  of  Alilton. 
the  first  newspa])er  of  the  place  and  the  oldest 
in  the  county,  it  having  been  established  by  Henry 
Frick  in  ISIG  and  publi.shed  without  interruption 
since.  This  pa]>er  has  grown  wonderfully  in  the 
past  year  and  ranks  with  the  large.st  and  best  in 
■this  section  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Godcharles  served  throimhout  the  S])anish- 
American  war  with  the  12th  Pegiment,  I'ennsyl- 
vania  Amlunteer  Infanti'y,  and  he  has  been  a caj>- 
tain  and  inspector  of  rifle  practice  in  the  12th 
Pegiment,  Pennsylvania  Atadinnat  Guard.  He  uas 


a member  of  the  lower  hou.-^e  of  the  Penns} Ivania 
State  Legislature,  session  of  1901,  and  in  Xov., 
1904,  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate;  he  served 
on  the  Inaugural  committee.  Appropriations,  Pub- 
lic Ponds  and  Higliways,  Alilitary,  and  as  chairman 
of  the  cotnmittee  on  Game  and  Fish.  He  is  a past 
olhcer  in  the  Sons  of  Veterans  and  Knights  of 
Alalta,  and  a charter  member  of  the  Alilton  Lodge, 
B.  P.  0.  .Elks.  He  is  a prominent  member  of  the 
Alasoni':-  Fraternity,  being  a past  ollicer  in  Lodge, 
Chapter  and  Commanderv  and  a member  of  the 
Council,  Scottish  Pite  (in  which  he  is  a thirty- 
second  degree  Alason)  and  Alystic  Shrine.  He  is 
at  present  serving  his  fifth  year  as  district  deputy 
gl  and  master  .for  the  Forty-sixth  Alasonic  district. 

Air.  Godcharles  has  just  published  a history  of 
Ih-eemasonry  in  Xorthurnberland  and  Snyder 
counties,  which  is  the  largest  rvork  of  its  kind 
ever  attempted  in  the  fraternity.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Harrisburg  Club  of  Harrisburg,  the  Llnion 
League  Clul)  of  Philadelphia,  the  Boss  Club  of 
AVilliamsporr,  the  Alilton  Pod  and  Gun  Club,  the 
Otzinackon  Pod  and  Gun  Club  of  Clinton  County, 
the  Automobile  Club  of  Central  Pennsylvania  (of 
which  he  is  ju-esident),  the  Alotor  Federation  of 
Pennsylvania  (of  which  he  is  chairman  of  the 
touring  committee),  a director  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Sportsmen's  Association  and  a mem- 
ber of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science.  AA'hen  in  college  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  and  the  Theta  Xu 
Epsilon  fraternities.  His  favorite  recreation.s,  as 
may  be  gathered  from  the  foregoing,  are  auto- 
moi)iling,  hunting  and  shooting.  He  is  a Presbv- 
terian  in  religion  and  a Pepublican  in  politics. 

On  June  15,  1904,  Air.  Godcharles  was  married, 
in  AA'ashington,  D.  C.,  to  Alary  AA'alls  Barber,  of 
St.  Alary's  county,  Alaryland. 

ISAAC  Al.  GPOSS,  of  Sunbury,  who  followed 
the  milling  and  lumber  businesses  for  a number  of 
years,  has  been  a resident  of  the  borough  since 
1874  and  has  been  a useful  citizen  and  a respected 
member  of  the  community  during  all  those  years. 

Air.  Gross  was  born  in  Snyder  county.  Pa..  Aug. 
5,  1845,  and  he  is  a great-grandson  of  Alichael 
Grejss,  an  early  settler  in  Berks  county.  Pa.,  who 
lived  and  died  there.  Israel  Gross,  son  of  Alichael. 
moved  thence  to  Snyder  county  when  a young  man, 
being  among  the  early  settlers  in  his  locality.  He 
was  a farmer  on  Blue  Hill,  just  across  the  river 
from  Fort  Augusta,  where  his  grandson.  Isaac  AI. 
Gross,  now  lives. 

John  Gro.ss,  son  of  Israel,  was  born  in  1833  in 
Snyder  county,  opposite  Fort  Augusta,  ilnd  died 
in  187G,  being  killed  in  a sawmill.  He  is  buried 
at  Shamokin  Dam.  Ho  married  Alary  Gougler. 
daughter  of  George  Gougler.  of  Snyder  county,  and 
granddaughter  of  the  late  Capt.  Jacol)  Hummel,  a 
widely  known  man  in  his  day,  who  sc■r^od  as  a 


■:u,i  ’i<> 

. j!ti/ 
'■ifii 

j/. 

' . '■  'n't'i 

. '.lit 

'■  J',:.:  I|i  ' 1 
' ‘t 

' li.U'// 

, nriq' 
:tr, 

'lijil 
ifi'ff  . 

'.'I  T^rti 
. • 'ifft  I0 
«0  . 
.V/iitif 
flirt/  ' 
titif 
'rr:  •lrw> 

. ■ rif ! 

.'’'.  .I. 


■r-  lu 

i.y, 

HI 

. . fh'si 
.■'-n  Oii.J 
'[ft  ; '117 
' > ■•:  If. fir 

^i,|- 

.r.'V,  s’iC 
•■•?  yl} 

J Oil)  pi 


■p'.  1 

ViM-/. 

ii.'.'jn/ 
1;'.  fli'ilt 


944 


XOirni  {.T.MBJ'ilLAXD  COUXTY,  PKXXSYLYAXIA 


cajitain  in  ihn  Ifovoliitinnavy  war;  lie  was  the 
second  person  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Selins- 
grove.  Three  children  were  born  to  i\Ir.  and  ilrs. 
John  Gross;  I\Jilton  G. ; Olivia  J.,  who  married 
Dr.  Bordner  (both  are  deceased):  and  Isaac  i\l. 

Isaac  M.  Gross  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Snyder  county.  In  his  early 
manhood  he  was  in  the  milling  business,  and  be- 
fore his  removal  to  Sunbury  was  in  the  lumber 
business  from  1SG6  to  1S73,  at  Shamokin  Dam. 
In  1874  he  settled  in  Sunbury.  where  he  continued 
to  carry  on  the  lumber  business,  retiring  from 
active  pursuits  in  ISO-’k  Since  1S9.5  he  has  lived 
at  his  present  home.  Fort  Augusta,  a beautiful 
place  along  the  river  front  in  Sunbury.  He  has 
taken  a public-spirited  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  borough,  and  served  two  terms  in  the  council, 
to  which  he  was  first  elected  in  the  year  1899. 

On  Jan.  21,  1874,  l\[r.  Gross  married  Amelia 
Lucust  Plancoek,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
daughters.  Olivia  J.  and  Ella  B.,  the  former  of 
whom  is  deceased.  Ella  B.  Gross  married  'William 
M.  Bossiter,  of  Sunbury,  and  they  have  six  chil- 
dren, Jane  A.,  Gertrude  B.,  IMonroc  C.,  Mary  E., 
William  M.  and  Marcella  G. 

]\frs.  Gross  is  a woman  of  intelligence  and  of 
enterprising  disposition.  Born  at  St.  Blazey, 
Cornwall,  England,  in  1849,  she  learned  the  mil- 
linery business  in  her  native  land  and  came  to 
America  with  her  parents  in  18G9.  The  family 
landed  at  Castle  Garden,  and  stopped  only  two 
hours  in  Xcw  York,  continuing  their  journey  at 
once  to  Heading,  Pa.  Hotel  accommodations  were 
not  so  plentiful  in  those  days  as  at  present,  and 
they  were  obliged  to  spend  the  night  of  their  arrival 
in  the  railroad  station.  They  settled  at  Locust 
Dale,  in  Schuylkill  county,  and  IMrs.  Gross  was 
for  three  years  engaged  at  her  trade  in  Ashland, 
that  county,  and  at  IMount  Carmel,  in  Xorthum- 
berland  county,  before  she  commenced  business 
in  Sunbury,  in  1872.  She  became  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful business  women  of  the  borough  and  re- 
ceived her  full  share  of  the  local  patronage.  On 
May  5,  1895,  at  sheriff's  sale,  she  bought  the  old 
Colonel  Hunter  property  at  p'ort  Augusta,  well 
known  all  over  Pennsylvania  and  in  fact  to  his- 
torians everywhere.  It  has  been  improved  and 
beautified  through  the  efforts  of  IMr.  and  Mrs. 
Gross  until  it  is  one  of  the  notably  handsome 
places  along  the  river  front. 

William  Hancock,  father  of  ilrs.  Gross,  was  an 
expert  mining  engineer  and  inspector  of  mines,  and 
was  well  known  in  and  around  Locust  Dale,  where 
he  made  his  home.  He  died  Jan.  21,  187G,  and 
is  buried  at  Sunbury.  He  married  Jane  Lucust, 
daughter  of  John  Locust,  and  they  had  a familv 
of  eight  children:  Eichard,  who  came  to  America 
in  18-52  and  fought  through  the  Civil  war;  Marv 
J.,  who  died  }’oung;  'Mary,  who  married  Thomas 


Steplieu  and  died  in  ringland;  William,  who 
served  three  momhs  in  the  English  amiy  before 
he  came  to  America,  in  1853,  and  served  here 
through  the  Civil  war;  John,  who  died  young; 
Jane;  Caroline;  and  Amelia. 

In  1911  Mrs.  Gross  made  a tour  of  England, 
setting  sail  June  27th  and  returning  in  September. 
She  visited  her  old  home  and  many  notable  places 
attended  Ambassador  Eeid’s  reception  on  July 
4th;  and  had  the  honor  of  touching  the  original 
phni — now  in  the  British  IMuseum — of  Fort  Au- 
gusta, which  was  built  in  America  by  the  British 
(luring  the  reign  of  King  George  111.  Among 
other  famous  places  she  visited  Westminster  Abbey 
and  tlie  Cathedral  of  Canterbury.  She  was  very 
])roud  to  visit  the  Cathedral,  a.s  she  had  been  con- 
firmed in  18G2  at  Tywardreatli  Church  by  Arch- 
bishop Longlev.  who  was  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury from  1795  to  1869. 

EAEL  IM.  EOUSH,  of  Sunbury,  a young  mem- 
ber of  the  Xorthumberland  county  bar  who  is  gain- 
ing a creditable  practice  and  standing  in  his  sec- 
tion, is  a member  of  an  old  Snyder  county  family. 
His  great-grandfather,  Simon,  Eoush,  moved  to 
that  county  from  Lebanon  county  and  settled  near 
Freeburg.  His  children  were  as  follows:  Charles,. 
Edward,  Joshua,  Christiana,  Amelia,  Louisa, 
Esther  and  Alexander. 

Alexander  Eoush,  grandfather  of  Earl  'M.  Eoush. 
was  born  in  1822,  and  died  in  1890.  He  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived  near  Freeburg, 
Snyder  county.  He  married  Charlotte  IMengis, 
born  in  1835,  died  in  1900,  and  they  had  a family 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  we  have  the  following 
record:  (1)  Wallace  is  deceased.  (2)  Jacob  M. 

is  mentioned  below.  (3)  Xoah  married  Ella  Gun- 
drum,  and  they  had  children,  iMabel.  Xelson  and 
Lucy.  (4)  Elijah  married  Ellon  Wertz,  and  they 
had  one  son,  Simon.  (5)  Luther.  (6)  T.  Jeffer- 
son married  Sallie  Wert.  (7)  IMary  married  John 
IMcCh'eary  and  had  children.  Clarence,  Isabella  and 
Walter.  (8)  Esther  married  William  Y.  Baker. 

Jacob  1\L  Ihmsh,  son  of  Alexander,  was  born  in 
1848,  in  Snyder  county,  where  ho  passed  the  great- 
er part  of  his  life,  in  1891  removing  to  Sunbuiy, 
Xorthumberland  county,  where  he  built  a home 
on  Susquehanna  avenue  and  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  His  death  ocviirred  Oct.  31,  1903. 
Early  in  life  be  learned  the  carpenters  trade, 
which  ho  followed  until  his  death.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  Freeburg  to  Sarah  .1.  Sehnee,  daughter  of 
IMathias  Schnoe  (whose  wife's  maiden  name. was 
Eine).  She  surxives  him  with  the  three  chil- 
dren of  their  union,  Earl  M..  Charlotta  and  Wil- 
liam. The  last  named  is  still  a student.  Charlotta 
Eoush  graduated  from  the  Sunbury  high  school 
in  Juno,  1902,  and  subsequently  taught  school 
two  years  before  her  marriage,  in  1904,  to  Johm 
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A.  Flick,  of  tlie  firm  of  Flick  & Tieib.  Sunbirry. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flick  have  had  two  children,  Vir- 
ginia and  Bettie. 

Earl  M.  Eoiish  eyas  born  in  .1881  in  Freeburg, 
Snyder  Co.,  Fa.,  and  there  received  the  beginning.s 
of  his  education.  He  graduated  from  tlie  Sun- 
bury  higli  school  with  the  class  of  1900.  Being 
ambitious  to  gain  a college  education,  but  being 
dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  resources,  he 
secured  the  position  of  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Y.  31.  C.  A.  at  Sunbury,  which  he  held  for  one 
year,  meanwhile  pursuing  his  studies  under  private 
tutors.  He  then  entered  the  sophomore  class  at 
Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  was  graduated  in  June,  1005,  and  in 
September  following  lie  entered  the  Carlisle  law 
school,  where  he  completed  the  course,  graduating 
in  1907.  In  August,  1007,  3Ir.  Eousli  was  electee! 
to  fill  the  chair  of  mathematics  at  the  Sunbury 
high  school,  and  was  reelected  in  1908.  On  Xov. 
18,  1007,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  and  in  1908  opened  an  office 
in  the  Bassler  building,  in  Sunbury,  and  began 
the'  regular  practice  of  his  profession.  His  ea^ly 
efforts,  and  the  obstacles  he  has  successfully  over- 
come ill  acquiring  a thorough  education  and  ade- 
quate professional  training,  are  excellent  indica- 
tions of  what  his  future  may  be. 

3Ir.  Eoush's  social  connections  are  with  the 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  fraternity  ancl  the  Phi  Beta 
Kappa  fraternity,  and  he  is  a 3Iason,  belonging  to 
3Iaclay  Lodge,  Xo.  633,  F.  & A.  31.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  Zioids  Lutheran  Church. 

E3IEEICK..  The  Emerick  or  Emrick  family 
(early  spelling  Emrich)  has  been  represented  in 
Pennsylvania  since  the  first  half  of  the  eighteenth 
century.  There  is  record  of  a number  who  emi- 
grated to  this  country  during  that  period,  the 
Peim.'sc'lvania  Archives,  3ml.  X3"II,  showing  the 
following,  with  name  of  ship  and  date  of  arrival: 
Johan  “XiekeP''  Emrich  (aged  thirty-six),  ‘•'Glas- 
gow,” Sept.  9,  17.08;  Jacob  Emrich  (aged  nine- 
teen), “Patience  and  3fargaret,”  Sept.  35.  1748; 
Johan  Fried.  Emrich,  “'Chesterfield,”  Sept.  1, 
1749  ; Anthoni  Emrich,  “Eoyal  Union.”  Aug.  15, 
1750;  Johan  Georg  Emmerich,  “Eiehard  and 
3Iary,”  Sept.  30,  1753;  Herman  Emrich  (aged 
twentj'-seven)  and  Carl  Emrich  (aged  twenty- 
seven),  “Louisa,”  Oct.  3,  1753;  Jolian  Peter  Em- 
rich, “Bannister,”  Oct.  01,  1754;  Andreas  Em- 
rich,  snoAV  “Trvall,”  Dec.  4,  17G4;  .Toliaimos  Em- 
rich, “Chance,”  Sept.  33,  1766:  Joseph  Emrich, 
“Betsey”  Oct.  26,  1768;  .Tohan  Theobald  Emrich, 
“3finerva,”  Oct.  13,  17(i9 ; Andreas  Emmerich, 
“Charming  3lolly,”  Oct.  32,  1773.  One  .John 
Bolters  Emerick  died  on  shipboard  April  32.  1806. 

That  the  family  has  long  been  quite  numerous 
in  ea.stern  Pennsylvania  is  shown  by  the  Federal 
Census  Eeport  of  1700.  jii  v.diieh,  under  EnT'-b''h, 
1)0 


we  find  indexed  .'eiJam,  Andrew,  Balser,  Herman, 
Jacol),  Jacob,  Jr.,  John,  John  (Philadelphia 
county),  John,  .Jr.,  John,  Jr.,  John  George,  Leon- 
ard, Ludwig  (Philadelphia  county),  3Iichael, 
Xicolas  (Cumberland  county),  Philip  and  Wil- 
liam; of  the  Fmrieks,  there  were  George,  Henry 
(of  Dauphin  county),  and  .Jacob,  John.  .John  and 
NT.lentine  (all  four  of  31outgoinery  county).  Of 
these,  Adam  Jfmrieh,  of  Tulpehockeii  township, 
Berks  county,  had  two  sons  under  sixteen  and  two 
daughters ; Andrew  Fiiirich,  of  that  township,  harl 
one  son  above  and  two  sons  under  sixteen  and 
four  daughters;  John  George  Eirn’ich,  of  the  same 
township,  liad  four  daughters;  iJalser  Emrich,  of 
Bethel  township,  Berks  county,  had  tliree  sons 
under  sixteen  and  two  daughters;  .John  Emricli, 
.Jr.,  of  Bethel  township,  had  one  son  under  six- 
teen and  one  daughter;  another  .John  Emrich.  Jr., 
of  the  same  township,  had  two  sons  above  sixteen; 
.Jacob  Emrich,  also  of  Bethel  town.diip.  had  wife 
but  no  children;  Jacob  Emrich,  Jr.,  same  town- 
ship. had  one  son  above  and  one  son  under,  sixteen 
ancl  two  daughters:  Y'illiam  Emrieh.  of  Bern 
township,  Berks  county,  had  one  son  above  ancl 
one  son  under  sixteen,  and  two  daughters  ; Leonard 
JJmrich,  of  Brunswick  (Brecknock?)  and  3Ian- 
heim  township.s,  I^ancaster  county,  had  one  son 
above  and  one  son  under  sixteen;  3Iicliael  Emrich 
had  four  sons  above  sixteen  and  two  daughters ; 
Pliilip  Emrich,  of  the  borough  of  Eeading,  Berks 
county,  had  two  sous  above  and  one  son  under 
.sixteen,  and  three  daugh  ters ; Herman  Emrich,  of 
Eockland  township,  Berks  county,  had  one  son 
above  and  two  sons  under  sixteen,  and  three  daugli- 
ters.  One  Andrew  Emrieh,  of  Bethel  township, 
Berks  county,  died  before  1789,  leaving  a tvife 
3Iargaret  and  children  3''alentine,  Julianna  (mar- 
ried Henry  3Ioyer),  John  and  Henry.  During 
the  Eevolutionary  war  one  Jacob  Eminerick  was  a 
private  in  Capt.  -James  Todd's  company  from 
Dauphin  county. 

Of  the  Emerich  wills  on  record  tlie  earliest  is 
that  of  Xicholas  Emerich,  regarding  which  we 
find  the  following  in  the  register  general's  olfice 
at  I’eading,  Berks  county;  Lc-tters  of  administra- 
tion under  the  said  office  with  a true  copy  of  a 
translation  from  the  German  original  of  the  last 
will  and  tesLament  of  Xichola.s  Emerich.  late  of 
the  township  of  Poekland  in  the  County  of  Berks, 
aforesaid,  yeoman,  deceased,  were  granted  to- 
Valentino  lllmerich  of  the  Townsldp  of  JYhiteliall, 
in  the  County  of  Xorthampton.  in  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  yeoman,  eldest  son  of  the  said 
tesrator,  no  excentor  or  executors  being  therein 
named,  he  having  first  given  bond  according  to 
Law  (Anna  Barbara,  the  widow,  relict  of  the  said 
testalor.  appearing  not  to  he  of  sound  understand- 
ing snificiciit  to  take  upon  her  the  luirden  of  the 
administration  of  the  estate  of  the  said  testator)  ; 
ini'cntorv  to  ln'  evliiliitt'd  at  or  hef.ire  ihe  twenty- 
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si.xtli  UDV  of  July  i:c\i  auJ  an  account  of  iiis 
administration  at  or  before  the  twenty-sixth  day  of 
June,  which  xvill  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand,  seven  hundred  and  seventy  ; whicli  will 
of  the  said  A’icholas  Einerieh,  deceased,  was  duly 
proved  by  the  solemn  oath  of  George  Oberdorlf  and 
Ja((iu'  Baral,  the  Subscribing  Witnesses  to  the  said 
will,  but  being  in  the  German  Langiuige  could  not 
be  recorded.  The  will  was  ]>rovod  the  Kith  of 
June,  17 Gt);  letters  of  administration,  the  2(lth  of 
same  month.  Examined  by  James  Bead,  deputy 
register. 

Descendants  of  J'alentine  Emerick  live  in  Center 
county,  near  Center  Hall.  One  is  a doctor,  and 
his  sister  is  married  to  an  attorney  who  has  a 
number  of  Emrich  family  papers. 

Other  wills  recorded  are  those  of  Jacob  Emerich 
(1803)  ; Adam  Emerich  (180!))  : Balzer  Emerich 
(1810);  Adam  Emerich  (1813);  John  Emerich 
( 181(5)  ; Leonard  Emerich  ( 1834)  ; Christian  Eme- 
rich (1840);  Hannah  Emerich  (1842):  Barbara 
Emerich  (1840)  ; George  Emerich  (1865).  Guar- 
dians were  appointed  for  John  and  George  Eme- 
rich in  1809;  fur  IHary  and  Catharine  Emerich  in 
1810;  for  a child  of  John  Emerich  (deceased)  and 
for  Peter  and  Joseph  Emerich,  1815. 

There  was  a John  X’irholas  Emerick.  l>orn  in 
17'49,  who  came  to  this  country  in  17  74.  and  en- 
gaged in  the  fur  trade  a-  a partner  of  John  Jacob 
Astor,  founder  of  the  celebrated  Xew  York  family. 
Astor,  also  a German,  born  in  1763  near  Heidel- 
berg. was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  musical 
instruments  with  hi."  brother  in  London,  and  came 
to  America  in  1783,  to  Baltimore,  with  the  idea 
of  disposing  of  some  of  hi<  instmments.  He  was 
the  first  regtilai-  dealer  in  that  line  in  this  coun- 
try. Having  exchanged  mu.'^ical  instruments  for 
furs,  in  Xew  Y"ork.  he  accidentally  entered  into 
the  business  upon  which  his  great  fortune  was 
founded.  Peturning  to  London  with  his  stock, 
he  dispo.sed  of  it  to  such  advantage  that  he  s])eedily 
tiiade  another  trip.  In  time  he  came  to  invest 
, largely  in  real  estate  in  Xew  York,  where  he 
, made  his  home  until  his  death,  in  1848.  (See 
“Frolic  and  Fun,"'  by  Isabel  Allardyco.  1907). 
John  Xicholas  Emerick.  who  was  his  itartner  in 
the  fur  business  fr>r  thirty  years,  was  stationed  at 
Berlin  and  was  probably  the  best  known  agent 
in  Europe  in  that  lino  of  trade.  He  never  mar- 
ried, leaxing  all  his  property  to  the  children  of 
two  brothers  in  the  T'nited  States.  According 
. to  tradition  Astor  and  Emerick  entered  into  an 
agreement  to  the  effect  that  no  settlement  of  their 
partnership  affairs  x\as  to  be  made  for  a certain 
number  of  years  after  the  death  of  either.  So  far 
as  the  do>cendanis  of  Jolm  IMichael  Emerick-— 
suji]»osed  to  have  been  a brotliei’  of  John  Xicholas 
^Emerick— are  concerned,  no  settlement  has  ever 
been  reacht'd.  lyfichai'l  Fmerick.  late  of  T.ower 
Mahaitoy  lowpiship.  ,\ Hrliuinibi'rland  county,  fa- 


ther of  the  pu'esent  Dr.  M.  L.  Emerick,  of  that 
section,  and  grandson  of  John  Michael,  frequently 
referred  to  the  family's  claijii  to  this  estate  and  his 
hopes  that  his  children  would  gain  their  legacy. 
The  estate  was  reputed  to  be  so  vast  as  to  stimu- 
late the  activities  of  possible  beneficiaries.  Frank- 
lin Square,  Philadel})hia,  is  part  of  the  propei'ty 
involved.  Some  of  the  money  is  in  banks  at 
Brcimn,  Germany.  On  July  28,  1886.  there  was 
a }iress  inquiry  and  notice  to  tlie  heirs  of  the 
estate  of  Xicholas  Emerick.  and  newspaper  articles 
relating  to  the  matter  which  have  appeared  at 
various  times  are  preserveil  lyv  members  of  the 
family  as  possible  clews.  Several  Emericks  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country  are  reputed  to  have 
received  money  as  heirs,  and  efforts  are  being  made 
to  have  the  matter  closed  u}). 

* John  iMichael  Emerick,  the  ancestor  of  the 
Emericks  and  Emricks  of  Xorthumberland  county 
with  xvhich  this  aidicle  is  concerned,  was  born 
Sept.  6,  1757,  and  had  brothers  and  sisters  as 
folhjws:  Elizabeth,  born  April  18.  1752  (Airs. 
Groover);  Anna  Catherine,  born  Sept.  9,  1754; 
Mary  Barbara  and  John,  twins,  born  Julv  12, 
176();  Bose  Elizabeth,  born  Xov.  20,  1763;  Henry 
Landis,  born  Julv  30,  1767:  Samuel,  born  Oct. 
1.  1769. 

John  Michael  Emerick,  who  died  Xov.  14,  1835 
(this  does  not  agree  with  family  record  xvhich 
says  “he  died  aged  thirty-eight  xear.s”).  is  buried 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  John  Michael  Emerick, 
but  which  at  that  time  xvas  the  property  of  Bal- 
thaser  Bordner.  A translation  of  an  article  of 
agreement  made  Xov.  29.  1784.  between  Martin 
Kerstetter.  of  ilahanoy  township,  Xorthumber- 
land County,  Pa.,  and  Michael  Emrich.  of  Bethel 
township).  Berks  Co.,  Pa.,  shows  that  IMartin 
Kerstetter  sells  to  Jlichael  Emrich  a tract  of  land 
located  in  iMahanoy  township  containing  150  acres 
for  160  p)ounds ; 25  pounds  on  al)ove  date;  25 
pounds  on  May  1,  1785:  10  pouiuds  on  Oct.  1. 
1786;  and  10  pounds  yearly  thereafter  until  p>aid. 
In  article  of  agreement  entered  into  between 
George  and  IMichael  Emrich.  both  of  Jlahanoy 
Townshi[),  Xorthumbei'land  county,  and  John 
Meidenhammer,  from  Bichmond  township),  Berks 
county,  pjarties  of  first  part  bound  themselves  to 
])ay  John  WeidcTdiammer  the  sum  of  166  paounds. 
17  shillings,  fourpence,  lawful  money,  to  be  paid 
-\pril  18,  1821.  The  same  parties  of  first  paart 
agree  to  pay  a like  sum  in  1m22.  A like  sum  they 
appear  to  have  paid  in  182(1. 

John  IMichael  Emerick  married  Anna  Catharine 
Pqiilj.us.  boni  April  14,  1757.  died  IMarch  11,  1838. 
and  to  them  were  born  the  following  children : 
John,  avho  never  married,  locateil  in  Ohio;  (-lohn) 
Geoi'ge  is  mentioned  fully  below;  Sarah  iMarie. 
born  Ai)ril  28.  1789,  died  about  1871-72,  married 
Jaeoli  Sj)otts  (born  June  18.  1788.  died  June  14, 
1852.  one  of  the  six  children,  two  sons  and  four 
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of  J^ilalUK■^  aiiil  Maria  the 

former  liorn  Mareii  llUrf.  aied  Xov.  24,  lS5(j; 
the  latter  horn  July  d,  ITtid,  died  Autr.  5,  1S34)  ; 
Catharine,  born  Mitrch  11,  1T91,  married  Michael 
Lenker,  and  died  ^ept.  Ibi.  ladO;  Elizabeth,  born 
Aug.  11,  irs.i,  married  a fiat.sha,  and  died  June 
2t),  18G1 ; iMiehael.  born  in  li!)f,  located  on  a 
farm  adjoining  the  homestead,  and  died  in  LS'o  ; 
-Vnna  Mary,  l)orn  in  1EJ2,  was  married  to  iMartin 
Kcrstetter  { the  ceremony  being  pert’onned  by 
Adam  Lenker,  J.  1\,  and  witnessed  by  (Jeorge 
Emrich,  George  IVolt'  and  dlichael  Lenker),  and 
dieil  aged  si\ty-two  years,  eight  tnenths,  eight 
days.  ^ . ' 

(John)  George  Emerick,  son  of  John  Michael, 
born  March  1',  1788,  died  in  1S71,  and  is  buried 
at  Zion’s  (Stone  A’allev)  Chur'-h,  of  whieh  he 
and  Ids  family  were  Lutheran  members.  llis 
will,  made  April  2.1,  1870.  was  proved  .Juno  7, 
1872.  He  came  to  X'ortliuinberland  county  in 
181.3,  making  the  journey  with  one  wagon,  and  lie- 
came  a farmer  in  Lower  Jlahanoy  townshij),  eulti- 
tating  a large  tract  of  land.  His  wife.  Eva  Jlagda- 
lena  (Zartman),  daughter  of  Martin  ^Zartman, 
born  Oct.  8,  179.5,  died  in  1876,  and  sfnj,  too,  is 
buried  at  the  Stone  A^alley  Church,  lli'ey  were 
the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  born  as  follows: 
George,  April  23.  1813  ; .Jacob.  Dec.  21,  1814; 
llebecoa,  Se]>t.  12,  181G  (married  Charles  Bros- 
ius)  ; Benjamin,  Eel).  1,  1818  (h.ad  children); 
■Sarah,  Xov.  7,  1819  (married  .Jonas  Snyder); 
John.  Dee.  2,  -1821  (died  l-’el).  18,  189());  Eli/.a- 
heth.  Sept.  9,  1823  (died  in  infancy)  : Elias,  Sept. 
16,  1824  (died  Alarch  2,  1898)  ; Catherine,  1826 
(married  .John  .Stein)  : Alary,  Sept.  2.  1828  (mar- 
ried Isaac  Alartz)  ; Susannah.  .Jan.  14,  1831  (died 
voting)  ; Alichael,  X'ov.  27,  1832;  .Joseph,  Xov.  27, 
1834. 

Alichael  Emerick,  son  of  (.John)  George,  was 
horn  Xov.  27.  1832,  on  the  farm  in  lowver  Afahanov 
town.ship  now  ownei]  by  I’rank  Phillips.  He 
owned  and  operated  the  farm  which  is  now  the 
]iroperty  of  his  son-in-law,  .Jonathan  Byerly.  and 
in  1863  erected  the  large  ludck  house  now  standing 
on  that  place,  all  the  brick  for  whieh  was  made  on 
the  ])remises.  A man  of  enterprise  and  intelli- 
gence, he  was  a useful  and  progressive  citizen  in 
every  respect,  encouraged  public  education  and 
took  an  active  part  in  matters  of  interest  to  the 
community  generally.  He  enjoyed  such  confi- 
dence among  his  neighbors  and  friends  that  he 
was  called  upon  to  settle  a uumljer  of  estates.  In 
polities  he  was  a BepuhUcan,  in  religion  a Luth- 
eran, he  and  his  faiinlv  being  Lutheran  membei'S 
of  the  Stone  A'allev  Church,  whieh  ho  served  as 
deacon  and  trust' c.  He  died  Dec.  21,  1899,  and  is 
hiirieil  at  that  church. 

On  Jan.  25,  1855,  Air.  Jhnerick  married  Han- 
nah Tresslor.  who  was  horn  .Jan.  20,  1832,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Marv  Ann  ( Billman)  Trossler, 
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an'l  w ho.  thougli  nearly  eighty,  is  a well  preserved 
woman,  her  vitality  living  remarkable.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  liorn  to  this  union:  (1) 
Sarah  Alinerva,  horn  Jan.  29,  1856,  married  J.  F. 
Blasser.  and  they  have  had  a largo  family,  horn 
as  follows;  Charles  Aiiicrt,  .Jtdy  10,  1882 ; .John 
Jlzra,  horn  July  10,  1882  (married  Xov.  10,  1906, 
t"  Grissie  B.  Dreibelhi- ) ; Alabel  Saloma.  Dec.  3, 
JSS3;  Alary  Alagdalene,  Alay  23,  1SS5  (marriecl 
July  27,  1900,  Boscie  E.  AVhfliorn)  ; Walter  Jacob, 
X^ov.  20,  18, S6;  ll.'.nnah  HeniJetta.  Alarch  29, 
1888:  Xaomi  Susaimah,  Alarch  14,  1889;  Alice 
Alinerva  and  Julius  Abraham,  twins,  June  16, 
ISO.'i;  Bay  Alichael,  Feb.  4,  1895;  and  Aloses 
Obadiah,  Feb.  27,  1897.  (2)  Theodore  T.,  born 

•July  22,  1857,  married  Eosa  A.  lAtsha.  They 
have  no  children.  (3)  Alary  Alagdalene,  born 
Get.  2,  1858,  died  in  infancy.  (4)  Louisa  Cath- 
erine. horn  Altg.  31.  1859,  married  Jonathan 
Byerly,  and  they  have  had  nine  children:  Beecher, 
horn  Dec.  8,  1881 ; Xaomi  .Josephine,  .Jan.  5,  1883  ; 
Claude  Alvcrotta,  June  27,  1884:  ITannah  Eliza- 
beth. Oct.  16,  1885;  Elias  ^lichael,  Oct.  23.  1886; 
Saloma  Ellen,  Aug.  10,  1889;  Isaac  Theodore, 
Xov.  3,  1892:  Aiaude  H..  Dec.  6,  1894;  Alark 
.Toiiatliau.  Xov.  18,  1900.  (5)  George  .Tacoh 

Alichael,  liorn  in  August,  1865.  is  a farmer  in 
Jordan  township,  in  his  native  distiJct.  He  was 
reare'l  to  farm  life,  working  for  his  parents  until 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  undertook  to 
farm  the  hornesfead  on  his  own  account,  continu- 
ing thus  two  years.  In  1899  he  purchased  his 
present  well  located  farm  of  150  acres,  two  and  a 
half  miles  north  of  Jiniontown,  one  mile  south 
from  Turban,  on  tlie  road  leading  to  Pillow.  This 
was  the  homestead  of  George  Bros  ins,  and  before 
him  his  father,  Daniel  Brosius.  owned  it.  The 
barn  on  tins  place  is  a landmark,  and  the  house 
was  erected  liv  George  Brosius  'luring  the  nineties. 
Air.  Emerick  lias  a fertile  tract,  in  a good  state  of 
cultivation,  and  lias  prospered  in  his  agriculhtral 
work.  Politically  he  is  a Bei»ublican,  and  served 
as  supervisor  of  the  township  from  1907  to  1910. 
He  ami  his  family  worship  at  Zion's  Union  Church. 
St'iue  A’alley,  of  whicli  he  was  a deacon  tlirco  rears. 
He  was  married  Dee.  17,  1897,  to  Adeline  AVitmer, 
'laughter  of  Henry  S.  and  Phoebe  (Zartman) 
M'itmer.  They  have  had  one  son,  Alichael  Henry. 
( 0)  Haunah  Btifmn.  horn  .July  10,  1869,  died  in 
infancy.  (7)  Alarlin  Lutlier,  mentioned  below, 
was  born  Xov.  10,  1872.  (8)  Ellen  Aliranda.  born 

June  15,  1871.  married  Isaac  B.  Phillips,  and  Itas 
one  cluld,  Hannah  Harrictte.  horn  Aiig.  21.  1909. 

Af Ai!Ti\  LfTirKK  E.MKtiiCK.  AI.  D.,  of  Hickory 
Corners,  X'orthumberland  cunty.  is  one  of  the 
notably  successful  physii.-ians  of  bis  section  of 
Beimsylvania.  Ho  was  bom  on  the  farm  in  .Jordan 
township  where  his  boyliood  days  were  passcl,  ait'l 
received  his  early  mental  training  in  the  local 
public  schools.  Eater  be  atteuilcl  llio  State  nor- 
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]niil  school  iit  Bloomsburg,,  ;md  for  one  term  taught 


i , public  school  in  his  home  township.  He  then  took 
: a special  course  in  chemistry  at  the  Pennsylvania 

' State  College,  and  later  a special  course  at  Sus- 

! ([uehanna  University,  finally  entering  Jelferson 

! Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  where  he  pursued 

his  medical  course  and  graduated  in  189(1.  His 
j special  work  was  in  diseases  of  the  eye,  a maternity 

I course  and  optics,  and  upon  the  completion  of  his 

: college  work  he  did  practical  work  in  the  German 

‘ hospital  at  Philadelphia,  under  the  special  direc- 

tion of  Dr.  Freese,  formerly  a lecturer  in  the  Eoyal 
I IMedical  College  at  Berlin,  Germany.  In  June, 

f 1896,  he  passed  the  examination  of  the  State  Medi- 

■ cal  Council,  and  returning  home  commenced  prac- 

j lice.  He  remained  at  the  homestead  for  two 

j months,  since  when  he  has  been  a resident  of 

! Hickory  Corners,  his  home  being  out  from  Dal- 

! matia  (Georgetown),  on  the  Xorthern  Central  rail- 

road.  The  mo.st  conservative  admit  his  success, 
‘ from  the  beginning.  His  practice  was  at  first  a 

i ■ typical  general  country  practice,  until  his  office 

I work  became  so  heavy  that  he  was  compelled  to 

I give  up  country  calls  and  devote  his  attention  to 

i ■ those  who  came  to  him.  Few  young  physicians 
; . have  attained  even  local  renovm  so  quickly.  Dr. 

i Emerick  has  had  to  bring  his  work  into  the  limits 

; of  a specialist  on  chronic  diseases  and  as  such 

; enjoys  the  most  extensive  practice  in  the  State. 

1 He  is  reputed  to  have  few  equals  as  a diagnos- 

; tician,  and  his  fame  has  spread  over  several  States 

I . because  of  the  large  nun\ber  of  people  whom  he  has 

^ cured.  Yet  he  is  a most  modest,  unassuming  gen- 

• tleman,  stunpathetic,  liberal  and  great-hearted,  and 

j has  performed  many  services  gratuitously,  deserv- 

1 ing  his  reputation  as  a benefactor  of  suffering 

. humanity.  His.  patients  come  from  all  over  the 

i ^ country,  especially  from  the  anthracite  and  bitumi- 
; _ nous  coal  fields,  and  as  many  as  seventy-two  peo- 

: ' pie  have  come  on  one  train  to  his  office  in  the  ritral 

' section  of  Lower.  Mahanoy  township.  • Dalmatia 

j and  Herndon  teams  and  hacks  have  gained  a 

j thri\ing  business,  through  his  popularity.  Such 

i dem.inds  have  been  made  upon  him  that  in  one 

day  of  twenty-three  and  a half  hours  he  saw  210 
I patients.  He  buys  his  dings  and  supplies  in 

1.  wholesale  quantities  (medicine  bottles  in  carload 

I lots),  his  store  room  and  office  pre^ienting  the  ap- 

! pearance  of  a wholesale  drug  store.  Dr.  Emerick 

I , liimself  huinufactures,  a remedy  which  has  con- 
j siderable  fame,  the  noted  “Ginseng  Dandelion 

Compound'’  for  stomach  and  liver  troubles,  which 
1 has  a gigantic  sale. 

I Dr.  Emerick  is  honored  in  his  home  community 

as  a citizen  wlio  has  few  equals,  for  he  is  a high 
j type  of  manhood.  The  busine.^s  interests  lie  has 

j acquired  have  made  him  as  influential  a factor 

I in  the  material  prosperity  of  his  fellow  citl-zens 

as  his  professional  work  has  given  him  prestige 
and  personal  popularity.  He  owns  several  fine 


farms  in  die  township  where  he  lives,  is  interested 
financially  in  the  shoe  manufacturing  business  at 
Dalmatia,  and  also  in  a paint  mill  and  the  cement 
manufacturing  industry.  His  largest  investments, 
however,  are  in  city  real  estate  in  Washington,  D. 
C.-,  and  Carlisle,  Pa.  He  is  a man  of  large  affairs 
and  has  accumulated  considerable  means. 

In  Februaiy,  1897,  Dr.  Emerick  married  Cath- 
arine Ellen  Lenker,  daughter  of  Paul  and  Cath- 
arine (Garman)  Lenker,  and  granddaughter  of 
dacob  and  Catharine  (Wert)  Garman.  They  have 
had  three  children;  -John  Paul  Luther,  born  Jan. 
16,  1900,  who  died  May  18,  1902;  Myrtle  Hannah 
C.  A.,  born  Jan.  5,  1901;  and  Emma  Irene,  born 
Eel).  1,  1909.  Dr.  Emerick  is  a member  of  the 
Junior  0.  U.  A.  M.,  and  the  AI.  W.  A.  at  Dalmatia. 

Joseph  Evirick,  a retired  citizen  of  vSunbury, 
was  born  Xov..  27,  1834,  in  Lower  Mahanoy  town- 
sliip,  son  of  (John)  George  Emerick.  Brouglit  up 
to  farming,  he  passed  his  early  years  engaged  in 
that  work  at  home  and  among  the  neighboring 
farmers.  For  two  years  he  followed  lime  burning. 
In  1859  he  began  farming  in  Lower  iMahanoy 
township,  where  he  lived  for  three  years,  at  the 
end  of  that  time  moving  to  Poclcefeller  township, 
where  he  farmed  for  the  long  period  of  thirty- 
one  years,  until  his  retirement  in  1894.  He  has 
since  lived  in  Sunbury,  making  his  home  at  Xo. 
17  Fairmount  avenue.  He  lias  taken  some  part 
in  public  affairs  since  sqttling  there,  having  served 
three  years  as  as.sessor  of  the  Eighth  ward.  IMr. 
Emrick  is  a Pepulilican  in  politics,  and  ho  and-  his 
family  are  Imtherans  in  religion. 

In  1858  Mr.  Emrick  married  Sarah  Wirt,  w'ho 
was  born  June  12,  1836,  daughter  of  i\Iiehael 
IVirt,  of  Lower  IMahanoy,  and  died  June  19,  19()4. 
She  was  the  mother  of  ten  children,  viz.;  (1) 
Henry  Morris  was  born  Aug.  29.  1S5S.-  (2) 

Clara  Ann,  born  Xov.  10,  1859.  died  C)ct.  26, 
1863.  (3)  One  daughter  died  in  infancy.  (4) 

Sarah  Jane,  born  May  8.  1863,  was  married  Oct. 
31,  1886,  to  J.  Edward  Peitz,  and  they  have  liad 
the  following  children;  a daughter  born  Sept.  20, 
1887.  who  died  the  same  day;  Harrison  Edward, 
horn  Oct.  10,  1SS9 ; AYrna  A'iola,  born  Alarch  27, 
1891 ; a son  born  .Aug.  20,  1894,  wlio  died  the  .same 
day;  Alinnie  Catharine,  born  Feb.  17,  1898, 
who  died  Alay  26,  1906  ; Lillian  Alartha,  born  Xov. 
26,  1899;  Alariin  Luther,  horn  Feb.  17.  1904.  v.dio 
died  Alarch  13,  1904;  and  Charles  Emrick.  horn 
Jan.  31,  1906.  (5)  Alarv  Alagdaline  was  born 

Dec.  31.  1864.  (6)  Charles  Lincoln,  born  June 

26,  1866,  married  Sarah  Isahell  Baker,  and  tlieir 
children  have  been  boi-n  as  follows;  Harry  Clar- 
ence, Jan.  20,  1803;  Willie  Charles.  Feb.  3.  1895; 
Elmer  Charles,  Oct.  25,  1898;  Leroy,  Aug.  5, 
1902;  Herbert  Booscvclt.  Xov.  12.  1904;  M'esley 
AAYher,  Jan.  21,  1907  (died  Aug.  4.  1907)  ; A'iol.a 
Catharine,  April  11,  1908;  Alinnie  Josephine, 
Oct.  23,  1909.  (7)  George  AVirt.  born  .Aug.  1, 
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3SG8,  ]i;’.3  tu'u  ehik.li'011 : Balpli  Obadiah,  born  Xov. 
■dj  189?j  and  Edith  Christaimaj  born  April  2G, 
1S94.  (S)  3Iiiinie  Alice  was  born  3Iay  23,  1812. 

(9)  Joseph  Albert,  born  Jan.  29,  1ST5,  died  Eeb. 
19,  1875.  (10)  A child  born  Aug.  22,  1878,  died 

unnamed. 

On  Sept.  19,  1907,  3Ir.  Einrick  married  (sec- 
ond) 31r,s.  Sophronia  Elizabeth  (Kerstetter) 
31artz,  ^vido^v  of  Daniel  B.  3Iartz,  of  Sunbury,  by 
■whom  she  had  two  sons,  Ilobert  S.  and  Arthur  A. 
31rs.  Emrick  is  a daughter  of  llobert  and  Elizabeth 
(Oass)  Kerstetter,  of  Shamokin  (now  Balplio) 
townsliip,  and  granddaughter  of  Philip  Ker- 
stetter, whose  wife  was  a Slack,  of  Cameron 
township,  this  county,  who  died  at  Trevorton,  in 
Eerbe  township. 

SA3IUEL  DURELL  JORDAX  (deceased), 
organizer  and  first  cashier  of  the  First  Xational 
Bank  of  Jlilton,  was  in  his  day  one  of  the  fore- 
most citizens  of  that  borough,  where  the  name  of 
Jordan  has  been  one  respected  and  influential  for 
u.  century  and  more.  His  - brother,  Ale.xander 
Jordan,  was  presiding  judge  of  the  Eighth  Judicial 
district  for  twenty  years. 

3Ir.  Jordan  was  born  in  1812  at  Jaysburg 
(now  a part  of  the  city  of  'Williamsport),  Lycoming 
Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Samuel  J.  and  Rosanna  (3Ic- 
Clester)  .Jordan,  the  latter  a daughter  of  Alex- 
under  3IcClester.  a native  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland. 
His  father,  born  about  1764,  lived  at  Jaysburg 
for  a numiier  of  years.  He  was  a boatman  and 
jiilot  by  occupation,  and  is  mentioned  by  Tunison 
Coryell  as  one  of  the  first  to  introduce  sails 
in  the  navigation  of  the  Susquehanna.  About 
the  year  1802  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
3Iilton,  where  he  owned  canal-boats  and  continued 
to  follow  tlie  business.  3Ir.  -Jordan  died  at  Jlilton 
July  27,  IS.jl.  aged  eighty-seven  years,  ten 
months,  and  liis  wife  died  Aug.  29,  i840,  aged 
seyenty-tlirc'C  years,  ten  months,  fifteen  days. 
They  are  buried  at  Jlilton.  3Ir.  and  3Irs.  Jordan 
were  the  parents  of  three  children:  Alexander, 
'William  and  Samuel  D. 

Alexander  .Jordan  Avas  horn  at  Jaysburg 
3Iay  19,  1798.  and  tvas  a young  child  tvhen  the 
family  removed  to  Jlilton.  where  he  Avas  reared. 
He  had  the  educational  advantages  afforded  by  the 
local  schools,  but  they  Avere  none  too  good  and  he 
went  to  AA'ork  early,  .iloreover,  thougli  little  more 
than  a boy  during  the  Avar  of  1812-15,  he  accom- 
panied the  militia  in  the  march  across  the  State  to 
Headville,  Crawford  county,  as  deputy  commissarv. 
being  absent  scweral  Aveeks.  After  clerking  for  sev- 
eral years  in  a store  at  Jlilton  3fr.  Jordan  entered 
upon  Aidiat  was  practii’allv  his  apprenticeship  to  the 
legal  profession,  becoming  an  employee  of  Hugh 
Bellas,  prothonotary  of  Xorthiunberland  county, 
for  whom  b.e  aa'Rs  deputv  clerk.  During  his  work 
in  that  capacity  he  did  begin  the  study  of  hiAv 


under  31  r.  Bellas,  but  he  did  not  study  regularly 
for  some  time,  as  his  inclination  Avas  toward  me- 
chanical pursuits,  and  his  leisure,  moreover,  Avas 
limited.  He  continued  to  sen'e  as  deputy  pro- 
thonotary under  3Ir.  Bellas’s  successors,  George 
W.  Bro\ni  and  AndreAV  Albright,  meauAvliile  car- 
rying on  his  law  studies  Avith  such  success  that  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  April  19,  1820,  having 
passed  an  examination  by  31essrs.  Hepburn,  Hall 
and  Bradford.  He  commenced  practice  at  once, 
opening  an  otlice  at  .Sunbury,  and  I'ose  rajhdly  in 
the  profession.  His  diligence  as  a studeAit,  Avhich 
made  his  pi'eparation  c.specially  tiiorough,  Avas 
never  relaxed  after  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  the  laAV.  and  mAich  of  his  success  Avas  of  the  kind 
that  may  be  Avon  always  by  industry  and  patient 
care.  His  ability  Avas  unquestioned,  but  he  did 
not  depend  upon  natural  talent  alone  to  gain  his 
})atronage  and  prestige  or  to  Avin  his  cases.  In 
a<ldressing  the  court  or  the  jury  he  used  language 
concise  and  to  the  point,  and  arguments  Avhich 
shoAA'ed  the  most  painstaking  preparation,  and  his 
occasional  eloquence  Avas  the  eloquence  of  con- 
viction, not  of  floAvery  but  shalloAV  discourse.  Sev- 
eral years  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  lie  received 
his  first  public  honor,  and  from  that  time  until 
the  end  of  his  days  he  Avas  an  influence  in  the 
judicial  circles  of  his  section.  In  1826  he  Avas 
commissioned  prothonotary  of  the  Supreme  court 
for  the  31iddle  district,  a connection  AA'hich  Avas  of 
great  value  to  him,  bringing  him,  as  it  did,  into 
contact  Avith  the  leading  jurists  of  the  State.  ’\’\Jien 
the  judiciary  became  electiA'e  in  this  State  bis  high 
professional  standing  combined  AA’ith  his  personal 
popularity  made  him  a desirable  candidate  of  his 
partA- — the  Democratic,  then  dominant  in  the 
State,  and  in  October,  1851,  he  aa-rs  elected  presi- 
dent judge  of  Avhat  was  then  the  Eighth  .Judicial 
district,  comprising  Xorthumberland,  Incoming. 
Center  aiid  (j'linton  counties,  by  a large  popular 
majority.  He  took  the  oath  of  office  Xov.  28,  1851, 
and  continued  to  serA'e,  by  reelection,  for  tAventv 
years.  In  1861  the  counties  of  Xort'humberland, 
3Iontour  and  T./Vcoming  constituted  the  district. 
Such  continued  honors  as  came  to  .Judge  Jordan 
Avere  not  the  result  of  chance. 

'^Alanv  complicated  questions  affecting  large  per- 
sonal and  property  interests,  and  inA’olving  prin- 
ciples not  heretofore  considered,  arose  during 
Judge  .Jordan's  incumbency;  in  these  important 
cases  his  decisions  haA-e  stood  the  soA-erest  scrutiny 
and  Avill  be  an  enduring  evidence  of  his  ability  as 
a jurist.  He  Avas  endowed  in  a remarkable  degree 
Avith  the  logical  facultAx  A\diile  his  analytical  poAv- 
ors — keen,  incisive  and  accurate — grasped  at  once 
t!ie  essential  points  in  an  argument,  dismembered 
of  all  irrelevant  matter.  To  him  the  laAv  Avas  an 
intricate  science,  and  its  study  Avas  quite  as  much  a 
source  of  infellectua]  gratification  as  a profes- 
sional duty.  His  intercourse  Avith  members  of  the 
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bar  was  cliaracterizcd  by  imiform  couites}',  and 
his  rulings  were  so  given  as  to  leave  no  unpleasant 
feelings  ; to^the  younger  members  his  manner  and 
words  were  kind,  considerate  and  encouraging. 

“ ‘A  professor  of  the  Christian  religion,  seeking 
to  regulate  his  public  and  private  conduct  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  Christian  -faitli,  and  to  ex- 
emplity,  by  justice  and  diligence,  the  harmony  of 
religious  principles  and  professions  with  the  diver- 
sified, important  and  digniliod  duties  of  a citizen,  a 
lawyer,  and  a judge,'  he  was  for  many  years  an 
elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Sunbuiy  and 
superintendent  of  its  Sunday  scdiool.'” 

Judge  Jordan  was,  twice  married,  his  first  union, 
in  1820,  being  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Daniel  Hurle}'. 
After  her  decease  he  married  Hannah  Pittenhouse, 
formerly  of  Philadeljihia,  who  survived  him  many 
years,  continuing  to  make  her  home  in  Sunburv. 
Judge  -Jordan  died  Oct.  5,  1ST8,  and  is  buried  in 
the  Sunburv  cemetery. 

Samuel  Durell  Jordan  was  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Milton  for  many  years,  noted  for 
his  good  judgment  and  executive  aijilitv,  and  he 
was  prominent  in  the  life  of  the  borough  gener- 
ally. He  was  the  organizer  of  the  First  Xational 
Bank  of  Milton,  and  became  cashier  when  that 
institution  opened  for  business,  in  February,  1864, 
continuing  in  that  relation  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  April  17,  1875.  His  opinion  in  financial 
matters  was  sought  and  followed  for  many  3'cars 
in  this  section. 

On  June  23,  1849,  Mr.  Jordan  married  Elisa- 
beth Tharp,  daughter  of  -Tames  and  Phebe  (Yin- 
cent)  Tharp,  who  was  born  in  1823.  and  died 
March  24,  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty- three.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Jordan  are  buried  at  Milton.  They  were  the 
parent.s  of  the  following  named  children : Florence 
Vi,  who  is  deceased ; Jlary  Hurley,  who  makes  her 
home  in  IMilton:  Elisabeth  iM.,  who  married 
Thomas  JAilson  and  has  two  children,  Elisabeth  -J. 
and  Hurlburt  I.,.:  Frank,  deceased:  and  Virginia 
-T.,  deceased.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  iMr.  -Jordan  belonged  to 
the  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  was  a Democrat  in  politics. 


The  Vincent  family,  to  which  IMrs.  Samuel 
Durell  -Jordan  belonged,  was  of  noble  origin.  Louis 
Vincent,  the  fii'st  ancestor  to  come  to  America, 
was  born  in  1G7G  in  I’rance,  during  the  reign  of 
Louis  XIV.  in  that  country  and  of  Charles  11.  in 
England,  of  an  old  Huguenot  faniilv.  and  came  to 
America  after  the  Pevocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Xantes.  The  family  first  settled  in  Alabama  and 
there  became  large  slave  owners,  selling  their  slaves 
some  time  before  the  war  and  then  coming  to  what 
is  now  Chillisfiua(|ue.  Xorthumberland  Co.,  Pa. 

Bishop  -John  H.  Vincent  erected  a beautiful 
church  at  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.,  in  memory  of  the 
family. 


John  Vincent,  sou  of  J-oiiis,  was  born  -Jan.  26, 
1709.  On  Dec.  1,  1733,  he  married  Elisabeth  Dore- 
mus,  and  they  had  children  born  as  follows : 
Esther,  July  2,  1734,  Cornelius,  April  15,  1737  ; 
Pachel,  I'eb.  24,  1739;  Elisabeth,  May  27,  1741; 
Elisabeth  (2),  Sept.  13,  1743;  Jane,  Feb.  28, 
1746;  Mary,  March  -5,  1748;  Benjamin,  Jlarch  10, 
1751;  Peter,  Jan.  18,  1754. 

'Coimelius  Vincent,  .son  of  -John,  I)orn  in  173  7, 
married  Phebe  ACard,  who  was- born  April  8,  1740. 
They  hail  children  as  follows:  Isaac,  born  tl une 
20,  1757;  Daniel,  -Ian.  17,  1760:  Betliuls,  -June  3, 
1763;  Sarah,  -luly  25,  1765;  Benjamin,  Oct.  5, 
1768;  John,  Feb.  4,  1772;  Elizabeth,  Jan.  4, 
1774:  Peljecca.  Oct.  27,  1776;  Alarv,  Feb.  10 
1779. 

Daniel  A incent,  son  of  Cornelius,  born  Jan.  17, 
1760,  became  the  owner  of  about  four  hundred 
acres  of  lan-i  near  Fort  Freeland.  Xorthumberland 
county,  lying  along  AVarrior  run.  In  1790  he  built 
the  first  mill  in  the  vicinity,  becoming  particularlv 
well  known  in  this  connection.  . The  mill  was  re- 
modeled in  1818  and  is  still  standing,  fianiel 
Vincent  was  at  Tort  Fi'eeland  when  it  was  attacked 
by  the  Indians  and  he  and  his  wife  were  taken 
lirisoner,  but  she  was  sent  back  to  her  friends  on 
horseback,  while  he  was  taken  to  Canada,  where 
he  was  held  for  four  vears.  During  this  time  he 
acted  as  Commission  Agent  for  his  captors.  Dur- 
ing  his  fights  ivith  the  Indians  he  sustained  an 
injury  in  his  side  udiich  continuallv  grew  worse 
and,  finallv,  caused  his  death.  He  and  many  mem- 
bers of  his  family  are  buried  in  the  AVarrior  Pun 
cemetery. 

On  March  3,  1778,  Mr.  A'^incent  married  Angelica 
'Huft'e,  who  was  born  in  August,  1760,  andAheir 
children  were  born  as  follows:  Pliebe,  Sept.  15, 
1779  (married  James  Tharp)  ; Isaac,  Oct.  21* 
1783:  X'anev,  Dec,  6.  1785:  Pollv.  Oct.  19,  1787; 
ElLsabeth,  i789:  Joseph,  Sept.  18,  1790:  -John’ 
Oct.  24,  1793:  Lydia,  Sept.  6,  1795;  Betliuls,  Oct. 
17,  1798;  and  Jane,  Alarch  7,  1803. 

Isaac  AAncent,  born  Oct.  21,  1783,  married 
Vl’irch  24,  1812,  Pebecca  Comly.  who  was  born  in 
Philadelphia  Xov.  16,  1790.  He  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Xorthumberland  countv  and  earlv 
in  life  took  to  agricultural  pursuits,  ite  was  heir 
to  one-half  of  his  father’s  estate  and  lived  thereon 
all  his  life.  His  children  were  born  as  follows; 
Comh',  Dec.  20,  1812:  Daniel.  Oct.  12.  1814: 
X'anev,  Sept.  9,  1816:  Daniel  (2),  Aug.  Kl.  1818: 
Charles  C.,  Jan.  4.  1820:  Sarah  Caroline,  X'^ov. 
25.  1822:  Isaac.  Oct.  12.  1824:  John  H..  Dec.  2, 
1826:  Pebecca,  Dec.  8,  1829:  Hannah  AL,  Aug. 
12.  1831. 

James  Tharp,  who  died  in  1849,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years,  married  IMiebe  A'incent,  who 
died  in  Alarch,  1855.  d'hey  were  the  parents  of 
Airs.  Samuel  D.  -Jordan. 
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(jv  DAL  FOX,  prujji-iotor  of  one  of  the  most 
\ip-to-date  jewelry  stores  in  X'orthumberland 
county,  is  an  cnterprisin,i>-  citizen  of  He 

was  born  in  Itusii  lownsliip,  this  county,  Jan.  28, 
1839,  son  of  Joscpli  and  Hannah  (Zelmder)  Fox. 
The  emigrant  ancestor  of  this  brand i of  the  Fox 
family  settled  in  Germantown,  I*a.,  and  from  there 
entered  the  service  of  the  Colonies  during  the 
struggle  for  indepeti deuce. 

George  Fox,  grandfather  of  G.  Dal,  settled,  in 
Shamokin  town.siiip.  X^orthumberland  county,  and 
there  followetl  farming.  He  and  his  wife  are 
buried  at  Irish  creek  in  that  township.  Their 
children  were:  Jacol);  [Martin,  who  served  in  the 
Civil  war;  Joseph.;  [Matilda;  Susan;  Rachel;  and 
Polly. 

Joseph  Fox,  sou  of  George,  was  born  in  1826, 
and  died  in  1904.  and  is  buried  at  [Milton.  He 
was  a miller  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occupation 
at  Roaring  Creek  in  Rush  township.  Afterward  he 
bought  the  Yastine  mill  at  Catawissa,  located  four 
miles  east  of  Dancille  on  the  Shamokin  road. 
Later  he  came  to  [Milton,  where  he  died.  He  mar- 
ried Hannah  Zelmder,  daughter  of  John  Zehnder, 
who  was  born  in  Gennanv.  J’heir  children  were: 
Emma,  who  married  W.  H.  Aten;  Clara  B.,  wife  of 
Robert  Foresman.  of  Scranton,  Pa.;  G.  Dal;  Sue 
E.,  who  married  .Tacob  llre.shem,  of  Wbitedeer, 
Union  county;  Josephine,  deceased  wife  of  E.  P. 
Hilliard;  and  James  S..  business  partner  of  G. 
Dal,  and  a resident  of  [Milton. 

G.  Dal  Fox  attended  the  schools  of  Rush  town- 
ship and  Lewisburg  College.  After  leaving  school 
he  began  bis  j.u’cparation  for  commercial  work  by 
working  as  a clerk,  continuing  at  this  for  fourteen 
years,  three  of  which  were  spent  in  a general  store, 
and  the  rest  of  the  time  in  a hardwiire  store.  In 
1902  ho  engaged  in  the  jewelry  Inisiness  and  has 
a most  complete  establishment,  carrying  a fine  line 
of  first-class  goods.  He  also  deals  in  fine  hammer 
and  hammerless  guns,  cutlery,  fishing  tackle  and 
general  sporting  goods.  His  brotlier  is  his  partner 
and  these  two  young  men  have  a fine  patronage — 
one  in  fact  that  is  drawn  from  far  bet'ond  the 
confines  of  the  town  of  [Milton. 

[Mr.  Fox  was  elected  tax  receiver  of  [Milton  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  served  three  terms, 
making  nine  years  in  all,  and  this  in  spite  of  the 
large  Republican  majority  usually  polled  in  the 
borough.  Fraternally  ^I'r.  Fox  is  very  prominent, 
and  as  well  very  popular.  He  is  a member  of 
Lodge  Xo.  913.  B.  1*.  0.  E..  of  [Milton,  and 
represented  his  lodge  at  Los  Angeles.  Cal.,  in  the 
summer  of  1909,  his  tri]i  and  visit  to  the  coast  cov- 
ering a pieriod  of  six  weeks.  He  is  also  a member 
of  Castle  hTo.  230.  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle. 

SYDXEY  H.  SOIJTER  belongs  to  that  class 
of  manufacturer^  who  kmow  their  Held  of  work 
Thoroughly.  A member  of  the  third  generation  of 


the  Souter  faniil}-  to  successfully  engage  in  the 
manufacture  of  silk,  he  hitnself  began  in  a mill 
as  bobbin  boy  and  learned  the  business  from  the 
ground  up.  His  familiarity  with  every  step  in  the 
manufacturing  process,  gained  by  practical  ex- 
perience as  well  as  through  scientific  study,  and 
Ins  ma.sterly  grasp  of  the  commercial  problems  of 
this  industry,  give  him  a commanding  position  not 
only  in  local  indiu'trial  circles  but  also  among  silk 
manufacturers  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  Souter  is  a native  of  England,  born  April  1, 
1869,  at  Presbury,  son  of  'William  Souter,  Jr.,  and 
grandson  of  William  Souter,  both  also  natives  of 
England.  The  latter  was  born  near  the  Scottish 
liorder,  wliere  he  was  reared  and  educated,  and 
where  he  learned  the  silk  manufacturing  business. 
Coming  to  America  about  1865,  he-  settled  in  I’at- 
erson,  X.  J..  becoming  one  of  the  pioneer  silk 
maiiiifaetiirers  of  that  State,  where  he  made  a 
lieriiianent  home.  In  January,  1906,  though  he 
bad  attaitied  the  age  of  ninety-two,  he  was  well 
preserved  in  mind  and  bod}',  a patriarchal  resi- 
dent of  Paterson. 

William  Souter.  Jr.,  was  born,  and  reared  in 
England,  and  his  entire  business  career  was  one 
of  prominent  identification  with  the  silk  manufac- 
turing industry,  in  which  line  he  was  considered  an 
authority,  having  made  an  exhaustive  studv  of  the 
business.  He  traveled  extensively,  making  a spe- 
cial study  of  the  methods  of  silk  making  in  both 
China  and  Japan.  At  the  time  of  his  dcatli  he 
was  vice  president  and  manager  of  an  extensive 
silk  manufacturing  concern  in  Wltitehall.  X.  Y. 
He  met  his  death  in  (Jetober,  lOOti.  when  only 
fifty-three  years  of  age,  as  the  result  of  an  accident, 
being  killed  by  a trolley  car  in  X'ewark,  X”.  J.  [Mr. 
Souter  married  [Martha  Anna  Chanelley.  who  died 
in  1880.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  England, 
daughter  of  Robert  Chanelley,  a prominent  con- 
tractor. Of  the  ten  children  born  to  W'illiam 
Souter,  Jr.,  and  his  wife.  Annie  died  in  infanev; 
Sydney  H.  is  mentioned  below;  Robert  Whlliam  is 
superintendent  of  the  Littlestow'n  silk  mill  in 
IJttlestown.  Pa.;  Charles  Harold  is  in  the  railroad 
service  at  Schenectady,  X.  Y. ; Clvde  Douglas'-- 
graduated  in  1907  from  Dartmouth  College ; Ada 
is  the  wife  of  Edward  Sargent,  a contractor  of 
X'ewark,  X.  J. ; Jessie,  Elizabeth  and  Margie  are 
all  trained  nurses,  graduates  of  the  training  school 
of  the_  Xewark  (X^.  J.)  General  Hospital;  and 
Edna  is  the  youngest.  The  parents  having  emi- 
grated to  this  country  in  1865.  the  eldest  daugbtei- 
was  born  in  America.  But  the  family  returned 
to  England  two  years  latei',  not  becoming  perma- 
nent residents  of  the  United  Statos  until  1879. 

>Sydney  II.  Souter  obtained  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  bis  native  land,  and 
after  the  family  settled  in  America  he  became  a 
student  in  Latimer’s  Business  (.'ollegc',  in  Paterson. 
X.  J.,  and  later  completed  a course  in  the  cele- 
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l»rated  Brvant  & Stratton  Businos-s  C‘/IJe;;re,  Buf- 
falo^ X.  Y.  He  began  his  active  business  career 
in  a silk  mil!  in  Paterson,  X.  J.,  where  be  was 
employed  in  1881-82,  after  which  he  attended 
school  for  one  year  at  Xortliampton,  IMass.  He 
then  secured  a position  in  the  silk  mill  in  that  city, 
where  he  was  an  employee  for  tlie  next  nine  3'oars, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  returned  to 
Paterson,  where  he  continued  to  be  identified  with 
the  same  line  of  industr\'  for  one  and  one  half 
years.  He  next  passed  a }'ear  in  the  silk  mill  at 
Pompton,  X.  J.,  and  for  the  following  three  years 
was  employed  in  the  mill  of  which  his  father  was 
manager  and  vice  president  at  Whitehall,  X.  Y. 
During  the  following  two  years  he  was  again  em- 
jjloyed  at  Paterson,  and  lie  then  removed  to 
Catasauqua,  Pa.,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  estab- 
lishing. ecpiipping  and  placing  in  operation  of  a 
silk  mill,  ably  completing  his  work,  after  which  he 
came  to  AYrk,  Pa.,  arriving  in  that  city  Sept.  G, 
1900.  He  there  became  associated  with  Henry 
Musser,  until  recently  the  president  of  the  Monarch 
Silk  Companv,  which  they  forthwith  organized, 
equipping  a modern  mill  and  instituting  active 
operations  on  Sept.  ISth  of  the  same  year,  the 
date  the  company  received  its  charter  from  the 
state.  Employment  was  afforded  to  a corps  of 
about  six  hundred  persons,  and  the  annual  busi- 
ness soon  reached  an  aggregate  of  a million  and 
a quarter  dollars,  with  a constantly  increasing 
demand  for  the  company's  products  in  the  markets 
of  Xew  AYrk  City,  Philadelphia,  Chicago,  San 
Erancisco,  and  other  commercial  centers.  As  vice 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  company 
Mr.  Souter  showed  great  administrative  and  exec- 
utive ability,  uhile  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the 
details  of  the  business  largely  conserved  the  phe- 
nomenal but  substantial  growth  of  the  enterprise. 
So  well  was  this  appreciated  that  on  the  resignation 
of  President  Musser  Mr.  Souter  was  the  unanimous 
choice  of  the  directors  for  president,  and  he  also 
continued  to  act  as  general  manager. 

But  the  ^Monarch  Silk  Company  was  not  the  only 
vast  concern  in  which  IMr.  Souter  was  actively  and 
prominently  interested.  He  and  iMr.  Musser  suc- 
cessfully promoted  the  Littlestown  Silk  Company, 
which  was  organized  in  Littlestown.  Adams  Co., 
Pa.,  on  July  2,  190-3.  It  was  capitalized  at  $-10.- 
000,  and  like  the  Monarch  kept  running  to  its  full 
capacitv'.  the  demands  for  its  products  keeping 
the  mill  in  operation  until  midnight.  As  vice 
president  and  general  manager  of  the  Littlestown 
Company.  iMr.  Souter  paid  the  place  a weekly 
visit;  and  between  this  mill,  the  Monarch  and  the 
main  office,  at  Xo.  27  Spring  street,  Xew  York, 
which  J[r.  Souter  also  visited  weekly,  there  was 
certainly  no  busier  man  in  York,  and  yet  so 
systematically  did  he  work  that  he  was  ever  ready 
to  give  courteous  attention  to  those  who  called 
upon  liim.  His  jirominent  as'Oeiatiou  with  so 


important  an  enterprise  of  A’ork  county  makes  him 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  that  section. 
However,  he  had  not  attained  the  limit  of  his  use- 
fulness even  in  such  high  capacity,  being  identified 
with  other  important  ventures. 

In  politics  IMr.  Souter  is  a consistent  and  un- 
swerving advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Eepubli- 
can  part}’,  and  his  religious  faith  is  tliat  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  has  been  a zeal- 
ous worker  for  many  years.  Within  the  time  of  his 
residence  at  Paterson,  X.  J.,  he  was  secretary  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Madison  Avenue  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  he  and  his  wife  became 
members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
A'ork,  Pa.  Fraternally  i\Ir.  Souter  has  attained 
degrees  of  high  distinction  in  Freemasonry, 
in  which  he  has  passed  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Bite. 
He  became  affiliated  with : Zeredatha  Lodge, 
Xo.  451,  F.  & A.  M. ; Howell  Chapter,  Xo.  199, 
E.  A.  M.;  Gethsemaue  Commandery,  Xo.  75, 
Knights  Templar,  all  of  York;  while  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the  B.  P.  0.  E.  and  the 
Lafayette  Club,  of  York;  and  the  Woll  Club  of 
Xew  York  City. 

On  June  25,  1890,  Mr.  Souter  married  Jlargaret 
^lorton  McLeod,  daughter  of  Alexander  iMcLeod, 
a representative  business  man  of  Paterson,  X".  -I. 
T’o  this  union  have  been  born  two  children,  Sydnev 
Herbert,  -J r.,  and  IMartha  Catherine. 

BUET  0.  [MILLEE,  of  Sunbury,  proprietor  of 
the  Keystone  Steam  Laundry,  is  a young  business 
man  who  has  made  a name  for  himself  as  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  citizens  of  his  generation  in 
that  borough.  He  undoubtedly  inherits  his  ability 
in  that  line,  his  father,  Charles  S.  Miller,  having 
long  held  his  own  as  a substantial  and  intelligent 
business  man  of  the  place,  where  he  has  been  estab- 
lished since  1893.  He  does  the  largest  moat  busi- 
ness in  the  locality  and  is  otherwise  interested  in 
its  material  advancement,  being  an  energetic  and 
progressive  citizen,  of  high  character  and  irre- 
proachable standing. 

.This  Miller  family  has  long  been  settled  in 
Dauphin  county,  Pa.,  where  Abraham  alillcr. 
great-grandfather  of  Burt  0.  IMiller.  was  born.  He 
was  a farmer,  owning  land  in  Mifflin  township. 
His  brother  John  lived  at  Berry sbui'g.  and  another 
brother,  Samuel,  also  lived  in  the  upper  end  of 
Dauphin  county.  Abraham  Miller  was  twice  mar- 
ried. and  by  his  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Eow,  had  four  children:  Simon:  George,  who 
lived  at  Grafz,  Dauphin  county;  Anna,  wife  of 
Elias  Werner:  and  Josiah  A.,  who  married  Polly 
Cooper  and  lived  in  Lykens  valley  between  Berrys- 
burg  and  Elizabethville.  By  his  second  wife.  Anna 
(Bitterman),  he  had  two  children:  John  .X.,  of 
Valley  View,  Pa.:  and  Eebecca.  who  married 
Augustus  Lantz,  of  Ceorgetown,  Pa.  Abraham 
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Yilk'.r  died  abeut  1SG5,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five, 
lie  and  his  family  were  Lutheran  members  at  tlie 
brick  church  below  Berrysburg,  which  he  served 
officially. 

Simon  Miller,  son  of  Abraham,  was  born  in  1S25 
in  Lykens  valley,  near  Berrysburg,  Dauphin 
count}-,  and  met  an  accidental  death  in  the  powder 
mill  explosion  at  Trevorton,  Pa.,  in  March.  1SG3. 
He  is  buried  at  the  Dunkelberger  Evangelical 
Church  in  Eockefeller  township,  Xorthumberland 
county.  Though  a comparatively  young  man  at 
tlie  time  of  his  death  he  owned  his  home  and  was 
in  comfortable  circumstances.  He  married  Cath- 
arine Kobel,  daughter  of  Frederick  Kobel,  and  she 
survived  him  many  years,  reaching  the  age  of  sixty- 
five;  she  is  buried  by  his  side.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simon  Miller;  A 
daughter  that  died  in  infancy;  Mary,  who  died 
young;  Charles  S. ; Louisa,  Mrs.  Edw.  Fry,  of 
Shamokin ; Henry,  a btttcher,  who  worked  for  his 
brother  Charles  S.  and  lived  and  died  at  Trevorton, 
Pa.;  B.  Franklin,  a miner,  who  lives  at  Trevorton; 
and  Harriet,  wife  of  Frank  Conrad  and  living  at 
Trevorton. 

Charles  S.  IMiller,  son  of  Simon,  was  born  July 
29,  1849,  at  Gratz,  Dauphin  Co.,  Pa.,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  life.  lYhen  thirteen  years  old  he 
came  to  Zerbe  township.  Yorthumberland  county, 
where  he  was  employed  in  the  mines  for  eight 
years,  cutting  coal.  In  1872  he  engaged  in  the 
cattle  business  at  Seven  Points,  this  county,  and 
from  that  line  quite  naturally  changed  to  the 
butcher  business,  in  which  he  now  has  his  principal 
interest.  He  was  located  at  Seven  Points  until 
his  removal  to  Sunbury  in  1893.  He  has  since 
done  business  at  his  present  location,  on  IMarket 
street,  and  has  long  commanded  the  bulk  of  the 
business  in  his  line  in  the  borough  and  surround- 
ing territory.  !Mr.  Miller  keeps  two  delivery 
wagons  constantly  employed  in  his  city  deliveries, 
and  has  ten  men  regularly  engaged  to  handle  his 
large  trade.  He  not  only  kills  the  meat  for  his  own 
establishment.  tw(>nty  steers  weekly,  thirtv  hogs, 
etc.,  but  also  slaughters  for  dealers  at  Williams- 
port and  Xorthumbcrland.  He  put  up  his  own 
slaughter-house,  which  is  the  largest  in  this  section, 
having  a capacity  of  $1,500  worth  of  business  daily, 
if  necessary,  and  a switch  from  the  yards  connects 
direct  with  the  Philadelphia  & Beading  railroad, 
giving  unusual  advantages  for  prompt  shipping 
and  handling  of  all  products.  In  1890  Iilr.  Miller 
erected  an  ice  plant  on  the  extensive  property 
adjoining  his  slaughter-house,  being  the  pioneer 
ice  manufacturer  in  Sunbury.  His  plant  has  a daily 
capacity  of  fifteen  tons.  An  eighty  horse-power 
boiler  has  since  been  added  to  the  original  equi])- 
ment.  IMr.  IMiller  has  not  only  shown  himself  pro- 
gressive in  providing  the  most  approved  modern 
appliances  for  the  convenient  dispatch  of  his  busi- 
ness, but  also  in  installing  all  the  device'^  for  sani- 


taiion  known  to  the  modern  irade.  In  this  resj)ect, 
he  has  not  only  met  all  the  legal  refiuirements,  but 
in  most  ways  has  anticipatccl  and  exceeded  them, 
introducing  many  innovatiotis  in  this  line  which 
are  a credit  to  his  intelligence  and  to  his  dispo- 
sition to  do  the  right  thing,  whether  it  is  expected 
of  him  or  not.  llr.  IMiller  is  a member  of  the 
Sunbury  Board  of  Trade  and  of  the  Business  IMen's 
-Vssociation.  He  is  a director  of  the  Xorth  Branch 
Fire  Insurance  Company  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
was  organized  in  1909  with  a capital  of  $300,000 
(fully  paid),  and  whose  home  otlice  is  at  Sunbury. 
and  is  interested  in  the  Sunbury  and  Selinsgrove 
Trolle}'  Line.  . 

On  Dec.  22,  1871,  Mr.  Miller  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Catharine  Dunkelberger,  daughter 
of  George  and  Catharine  (Bebuck)  Dunkelberger, 
who  lived  in  Upper  Mahantango  Valley,  and  nine 
children  have  been  born  to  them;  Arthula  (wife 
of  Bobert  Worrer),  Harvey  (of  Sunbury),  Katie 
May  (Mrs.  H.  E.  Lebo),  Ezra  J.  (of  Sunbury), 
Burt  0.,  Cora  IM., , Charles  M.,  Calvin  E.,  and 
Bertha  (who  died  aged  six  years).  Mr.  Miller  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  First  Evangelical 
Church  of  Sunbury.  ' Socially  he  holds  member- 
ship in  the  Knights  of  IMalta.  the  Boyal  Arcanum 
and  the  Protected  Home  Circle. 

Burt  0.  Miller  was  born  Oct.  25.  1881.  at 
Seven  Points,  in  Bockefeller  township,  this  couniy. 
and  there  received  his  earlv  education  in  the  public- 
schools.  Later  he  attended  high  school  at  Sun- 
bury and  the  Eastman  Business  College  at  Pough- 
keepsie, X.  Y.,  graduating  from  the  latter  in  1902. 
Beturning  to  Sunbury  he  began  working  for  his 
father  as  bookkeeper  and  clerk  in  the  large  meat 
market,  but  he  soon  entered  business  on  his  own 
account.  Forming  a partnership  with  Harrv  C. 
Fasold,  who  had  had  five  years  previous  experience 
in  the  laundry  husiness,  he  became  interested  as 
one  of  the  proprietors  in  the  Keystone  Steam 
Laundry,  which  they  opened  Oct.  25.  1902.  at  Xo. 
239  South  Fourth  street,  the  firm  of  iMiller  & 
Fasold  lasting  until  Dec.  4,  1909,  since  which  time 
IMr.  [Miller  has  conducted  the  husiness  on  his  own 
account.  He  bought  out  his  partner’s  interest  and 
is  now  handling  the  business  alone.  The  laundrv. 
which  is  now  located  at  Xos.  10-18  Xorth  Fifth 
street,  is  a most  completelv  equipped  plant,  with 
all  the  facilities  for  doing  a large  amount  of  first- 
class  work,  and  twelve  hands  are  constantlv  em- 
]-)loyed.  [Mr.  Miller  commands  the  leading  trade 
in  Sunbury.  His  executive  talent  and  enterprise 
have  been  well  illustrated  in  the  manner  he  has 
built  up  the  Imsiness.  and  the  fact  that  he  gains 
trade  and  holds  it  speaks  well  for  his  methods  and 
standards  of  honor. 

[Mr.  [Miller  is  a member  of  Lodge  Xo.  207.  B.  P. 
0.  Elks,  of  the  Protected  Home  Circle,  of  Lance 
and  Shield  Conclave.  Xo.  11  (of  which  he  has  beo7i 
a high  ollirer).  and  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in 
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the  latter  (.onneetioji  iiolLliiig  membership  in 
Maclay  Lodge,  Xo.  632,  F.  A.  iM.,  of  Sunbury; 
Xorthumberhmd  Cliapter,  Xo.  174,  It.  A.  M.; 
Mount  Ilermdn  Commanderv,  X'o.  S5,  K.  T. ; 
Williamsport  Consistory,  thirty-second  degree;  and 
Zembo  Temple,  A.  A.  6.  X.  M.  S.,  of  Harrisburg. 

On  dune  5,  1906,  .Mr.  IMiller.  married  ]\[ary 
Elizabeth  Felton,  daughter  of  Oeorge  E.  and  iMary 
(Clifford)  Felton,  of  Sunbury.  iMr.  and  IMrs. 
Miller  are  members  of  the  I’resbyterian  Church  at 
Sunbury. 

DAVID  CLOYD  iMIXGLE,  owner  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  “iMansion  House,"  at  Watson  town, 
Xorthumljorland  county,  has  been  engaged  in  the 
hotel  busine.^s  ever  since  lie  was  old  enough  to  be 
of  any  assistance,  his  father  having  long  been  a 
successful  hotel  proprietor.  He  has  been  proprietor 
of  the  '‘Mansion  House,’’  the  leading  hotel  at  IVat- 
sontown,  since  1906.  iMr.  Mingle  was  born  at 
Huntingdon,  Fa.,  July  6,  liS75,  and  belongs  to  a 
family  which  has  been  settled  in  Fennsylvania 
since  the  first  half  of  the  eighteeutli  century,  the 
first  of  this  line  having  located  in  Berks  couiitv 
in  1732. 

The  original  spelling  .of  the  family  name, 
Mengel,  is  still  used  by  many  of  its  members,  the 
form  Mingle  having  been  used  by  the  branch  here 
under  consideration  ever  since  a school  teacher 
spelle.d  S(|uire  Ifingle's  name  that  way.  The 
whole  fam.ily  followed  the  new  spelling  for  the 
sake  of  uniformity. 

There  are  also  iMingles  or  iMengels  in  Lancaster 
comity,  F'a.  In  1S90  David  IMingle,  father  of 
David  C.  IMingle,  met  a "cousin’’  in  Hagerstown. 
Md.,  I saac  iMengel,  of  the  "Franklin  Hotel,"  who 
told  that  his  father’s  name  was  Isaac  and  that  the 
father  was  a native  of  Lancaster  county.  Fa.,  and 
a shoemaker  by  occupation.  He  also  remembered 
having  uncles  David  and  Samuel,  and  an  aunt, 
which  would  seem  to  make  him  of  the  same  family 
as  David  IMingle.  This  Isaac  Mengel  had  a brother 
in  Feading,  Berks  Co..  Fa.,  and  a son  lYilliam. 
There  are  IMingles  at  AVarriorsmark,  Huntingdon 
Co.,  Fa.,  and  at  Tyrone,  Fa.,  who  came  from  the 
South,  but  whether  they  are  related  to  the  Mingles 
here  mentioned  or  not  is  unknown.  Those  of  the 
name  at  Hagerstown  write  it  IMengel. 

The  great-grandfather  of  David  Cloyd  IMingle, 
of  Watsontown.  lived  in  Lancaster  countv.  Fa., 
where  all  his  children  were  born.  His  family  con- 
sisted of  at  least  two  sons  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  we  have  the  following  record ; Samuel  was 
the  grandfather  of  David  C.  Alingle  and  is  men- 
tioned more  fully  below.  David  settled  in  Mif- 
flinburg  about  1823,  hut  later  moved  to  Binsh 
Valley,  in  Haines  township.  Center  Co..  Fa.,  where 
he  lived  until  1854,  at  which  time  he  moved  to 
Stephenson  county.  III.,  where  he  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life,  dying  in  1812.  He  was  twice 


inarried,  his  fir.-t  wife  dying  in  Center  county,  and 
of  his.  tvs'elve  children  we  liave  record  of  four  by 
tlie  first  union,  Samuel  (^a  shoemaker,  who  lived 
and  died  at  Lock  Haven,  Fa.),  Henry  A.  (of 
Aaronsburg,  who  died  in  1891),  Mrs.  Samuel 
Fislier  (of  Bock  Grove,  Stephenson  Co.,  111.)  and 
All's.  Susan  Alotz  (who. lived  on  a farm  at  AA'ood- 
ward,  CGnter  Co.,  Fa.,  where  she  died  Dec.  11, 
1897)  : and  two  sons  of  the  second  union,  who  live 
in  the  AVest.  I'he  two  daughtei's  of  whom  we  have 
record,  sisters  of  Samuel  and  David  Alingle.  were 
Airs.  Feigle  and  Airs.  Fox ; the  latter’s  son  George 
married  a Aliss  Feigle,  his  cousin,  and  lived  at 
AAoodward,  Center  Co.,  Fa.,  but  nothing  further 
is  given  concerning  the  children  of  either  Airs. 
Feigle  or  Airs.  Fox,  liotli  id'  whom  lived  near 
Hartleton,  Union  Co.,  Fa.  The  great-grandfather 
was  evidentlv  a shoemaker,  and  both  the  sons 
mentioned  followed  that  trade. 

According  to  one  account  of  this  family,  "David, 
who  was  still  quite  young,  accompanied  bv  a 
lu'other,  .joined  the  army  during  the  war  of  1812, 
David  becoming  a member  of  Capt.  Henry  Aliller’s 
company,  stationed  at  Alarcus  Hook.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  he  learned  the  art  of  shoemaking,  and 
later  married  a Aliss  Grove,  of  Union  county,  a 
member  of  the  family  noted  for  their  prowess  in 
battling  with  the  Indians.” 

Samuel  Alingle,  brothei'  of  David,  was  a shoe- 
maker liy  occupation.  He  lived  at  Aaronsburg, 
Center  Co.,  Fa.,  and  died  at  Alillheim.  that  county, 
in  1849.  He  married  Elizabeth  Bordner.  of 
Geneva,  X.  Y.,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  David  is  now  (1910)  the  only  sur- 
vivor. The  family  lived  for  a number  of  years 
in  Union  county.  Pa.,  where  four  of  the  children 
were  born,  moving  to  Center  county  in  1835  and 
settling  at  what  was  then  called  Alotz  Bank,  now 
AA'oodward.  AA'e  have  the  following  record  of  the 
family:  Hannah  married  Henry  Dinges.  of  Alill- 
heim. and  later  moved  to  Orangeville.  Stephenson 
Co.,  111.  (she  had  one  son,  Frank,  and  two  daugh- 
ters, Libbie  and  Sarah)  ; Absalom  married  Susan 
Foup,  of  Alillheim,  and  had  six  children,  two  sons, 
David  and  Alfred,  and  four  daughters,  Annie 
Swartz  (of  Lewisburg),  Libby  (whose  husband, 
Air.  Boltz,  is  a farmer  below  Aaronsburg),  Kate 
and  Fosie : Alary  married  Henry  Ano,  of  Xew  Ber- 
lin, Union  Co.,  Fa.,  a coachmaker,  and  they  have 
six  living  children,  Johanna,  Charlie.  Jennie,  Tim. 
Harry  and  Durben ; Alanda  died  in  young  womaTi- 
Imod ; David  was  fifth  in  the  family:  Jeremiah 
died  in  infancy:  Catherine  married  Levi  Caver,  a 
farmer  of  Stephenson  county.  111.  (no  children)  : 
Elizabeth  died  in  infancy;  Samson  Q.  married 
Fosie  Bower  and  had  three  children,  Bertha, 
Elizabeth  and  Harry,  of  East  Orange.  Xew  Jersev. 

David  Alingle,  father  of  David  Cloyd  Alingle, 
learned  the  trade  of  coachmaker.  If  his  father  had 
not  died  when  he  was  so  young  he  would  nndouht- 
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edly  have  learned  Ids-  trade,  shoemaking,  in  188G 
he  entered  the  hotel  business  as  proprietor  of  the 
“American  House'’  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  which  he 
conducted  until  1889.  From  tliero  he  went  to 
iMount  Joy.  same  county,  where  he  ran  the  ‘Tied 
Lion  Hotel”  for  a year,  after  which  he  was  at 
Greencastle,  Franklin  county,  where  he  conducted 
•the  “Growl  House”  for  six  years.  He  was  then 
at  Danville,  Pa.,  for  four  years,  conducting  the 
“City  Hotel,”  after  whieli  he  lived  retired  at  Lan- 
caster for  about  two  years.  His  next  location  was 
at  Newport,  Perry  Co.,  Pa.,  where  lie  had  the 
“Mingle  Jl'ouse”  for  a period  of  six  years,  until 
his  retirement.  He  still  makes  his  home  at  that 
place,  now  (1910)  in  his  seventy-fifth  year  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  his  active  days  in  well  earned 
leisure.  In  politics  iMr.  Mingle  is  a Democrat,  with 
independent  inclinations. 

In  January,  1863,  Mr.  Mingle  married  Cath- 
erine IMutherbaugh,  rvho  is  now  over  seventy 
years  old.  Nine  cliildren  were  born  to  this  union : 
P’lora  married  Thomas  Pendergast,  an  engineer, 
of  Lancaster,  and  had  four  children,  Dolly  (de- 
ceased), Claudy  (deceased),  Harold  (who  has  a 
daughter,  iMargarot  ) , and  ^lildred ; Carrie,  Mil- 
dred and  IMyrtle  are  unmarried ; iMinnie  May  mar- 
ried Joseph  Henderson  and  died  April  28.  1910, 
leaving  one  daughter.  Catherine;  one  son  died  in 
infancy;  David  Cloyd  is  mentioned  below:  San- 
ford Bruce  is  a resident  of  Harrisburg:  Jennie 
Alice  married  Samuel  Myers,  and  they  live  at 
Newport  (they  have  no  children). 

David  Cloyd  Mingle  received  a good  education 
in  the  elementary  and  high  schools  of  Lancaster, 
Alount  Joy  and  Greencastle.  He  was  trained  to 
the  hotel  Imsiness  from  early  youth,  assisting  his 
father,  and  when  die  engaged  in  the  business  on  his 
own  account  took  the  "'City  Hotel'’  at  Danville, 
which  he  conducted  for  four  years.  He  then  be- 
came- proprietor  of  the  well  known  “Cocalieo 
Hotel”  at  Ephrata,  Pa.,  which  he  carried  on  for 
two  years,  later  going  to  Newport,  where  he  ran 
the  “Mingle  Hou-se’'  for  five  years.  Thence  he 
moved  to  iUilton,  Northnmherland  county,  where 
he  had  the  “IMingle  Cafe,"  now  known  as  Sum- 
mers Cafe,,  for  two  years,  until  he  hought  the 
“Mansion  House,”  the  leading  hotel  of  lYatson- 
town.  in  1906.  This  hotel  has  twentv-four  rooms, 
and  is  a modern  structure  of  fine  appearance,  sur- 
rounded with  spacious  porches  and  well  equip])ed 
and  appointed.  It  is  well  kept  up  and  conducted 
along  modern  lines,  and  !Mr.  hlingle  has  made 
a success  of  the  establi-shmcnt  from  the  beginning, 
his  thorough  understanding  of  the  business  in.su r- 
ing  his  patrons  that  everything  possible  to  efficient 
management  mav  be  expected  of  him.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Hotel  Protective  Association  and 
the  Commercial  Travelers  Association.  Fraternally 
he  is  an  Elk  and  a member  of  the  Improved  Order 


of  lied  i\[en,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  663,  of 
Lewisto-ivn. 

On  Nov.  9,  190.5,  Mr.  IMingle  married  Laura 
iM.  Gast. 

JOHN  H.  JOHNSON,  merchant  of  Milton, 
Northumberland  count}’,  is  engaged  as  a dealer  in 
iron,  stoves  and  tinware,  and  has  also  built  up  an 
extensive  patronage  in  tinsmithing,  roofing,  spout- 
ing and  sheet  metal  work.  Since  1903  he  has  also 
done  contracting,  amd  as  his  business  interests 
reach  out  beyond  Milton  to  surrounding  towns 
he  bids  fair  to  become  one  of  the  most  successful 
men  in  this  section  of  the  county.  He  has  made 
his  home  in  Milton  from  boyhood. 

Mr.  Johnson  is  a native  of  Center  county,  Pa., 
horn  July  25,  1861,  at  iMilesburg,  and  his  family 
is  of  Swedish  'origin,  but  has  long  lieen  settled  in 
this  country.  His  ancestors  first  emigrated  frpin 
Sweden  to  Scotland,  from  which  country  his  great- 
grandfather, John  Johnson,  came  to  America,  set- 
tling in  New  Jersey,  where  he  Imilt  the  first  forge 
-.tlong  the  coast.  The  records  show  that  he  was 
an  expert  mechanic,  and  he  was  thus  engaged  until 
his  death. 

John  .Johnson,  grandfather  of  .John  H.,  was  born 
in  New  Jersey,  wlience  he  removed  in  voung  man- 
hood to  Center  countv.  Pa.,  being  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  tli6  iron  business  in  that  region.  He 
was  engaged  in  that  line  of  work  all  his  life,  irnd- 
ing  a market  for  his  iron  at  Pittsburg,  whither  he 
hauled  it  from  his  own  forge  with  mules.  He  died  ■ 
at  Jlilesburg.  Center  countv.  His  wife  was  iMar- 
garet  Bryson,  and  among  tlieir  children  were : 
Elizabeth,  who  married  Daniel  McKinley,  and 
died  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety:  George:  Ella, 
who  married  Henry  Eberly;  Peter,  who  was  killed 
before  Petersburg,  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war; 
and  Charles,  who  was  killed  in  the  same  battle. 
Four  sons  and  two  sons-in-law  of  this  family  were 
killed  while  serving  in  the  Civil  war. 

John  Johnson,  father  of  John  IL,  was  a native 
of  New  Jersey  and  very  young  when  he  moved 
with  his  father  to  Center  county.  Pa.  Like  his 
father  he  also  followed  the  iron  business  all  his 
life,  and  after  coming  to  iMilton,  in  1882.  was  em- 
ployed in  the  old  rolling  mill.  Ho  died  in  1891. 
During  the  Cdvil  war  he  served  as  a member  of 
Co.  H,  of  a Pa.  regiment.  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  eonlracted  tv])hoid  fever  while  on  dutv 
as  a soldier,  sufTering  from  poor  health  for  a long 
time  after  leaving  the  serviee.  But  he  eventually 
recovered.  He  married  Tlebecca  Croft,  daughter  of 
.John  and  Rebecca  (Irington)  Croft,  hlr.  and  5[rs. 
Johnson  are  buried  at  'Milton.  Five  sons  were  born 
to  their  union;  .John  II. . Samuel,  'William.  Elmer 
and  IMorris.  all  residing  in  iMilton  with  the  excep- 
tion of  W'illiam,  who  lives  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  ' 

.John  H.  .Johnson  received  his  education  in  the 
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jmblic  schools  of  Mileslnu'g  and  at  Bellefoute 
Academy.  He  removed  to  IMilton  with  his  father, 
and  like  the  member?  of  his  family  generally  early 
became  interested  in  tlie  iron  business.  For  three 
years  he  had  charge  of  the  nail  department  of  the 
C.  ’A.  Godcharles  Company's  plant,  and  then  en- 
gaged in  the  scrap  iron  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count, a line  in  which  he  has  continued  with  profit 
to  the  present  time.  His  main  otlice  is  on  South 
Front  street,  IMilton,  and  lie  has  warehouses  at 
both  McEwensville  and  Milton.  It  was  in  natural 
order  that  tinsmithing  and  similar  work  should 
coiue  his  way,  and  he  has  built  up  an  extensive 
trade  in  general  Avork  of  tliat  kind  and  in  roofing, 
spouting  and  sheet  metal  work,  his  customers  being 
found  all  OAer  lUilton  and  adjacent  towns.  Since 
1903  he  has  also  done  contracting,  and  he  Avas 
engaged  on  the  excavation  for  the  Souter 
Silk  Company's  mills  at  ]\Iilton.  Mr.  Johnson 
has  proved  his  ability  to  keep  up  Avith  the  times  and 
to  lead  progress  in  his  chosen  line  of  Avork,  which 
undoubtedly  accounts  for  the  success  he  has  made. 
His  personal  and  business  standing  is  irreproacha- 
able. 

Mr.  Johnson  married  Florence  E.  Krock, 
daughter  of  John  and  Emma  (Whitman)  Krock, 
and  they  have  had  one  daughter,  Elizaljeth.  He 
is  a meinber  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  a Kepuhlican 
in  politics  and  in  fraternal  connection  a Mason, 
belonging  to  Danville  Lodge,  Ko.  224,  F.  & A.  i\[., 
to  the  Chapter'  K.  A.  M.,  and  Calvary  Command- 
ery,  K.  T. 

PATKICK  B.  HIGGIXS  Avas  engaged  in  min- 
ing Avork  for  over  forty  years  before  his  recent  re- 
tirement therefrom  in  i909,  and  he  is  uoav  devoting 
his  activities  to, farming,  having  bought  his  present 
farm  in  Kalpho  toAvnship  in  1900.  He  Avas  born 
Xov.  1,  1840,  near  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa., 
son  of  Thomas  Higgins,  a native  of  County  Kil- 
kenny, Ireland,  Avho  came  to  America  Avith  his  Avife 
and  tAvo  children  Avheu  a young  man.  Locating 
near  Pottsville,  he  there  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  long  life,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-tAvo  years. 
He  made  a trip  to  California,  but  did  not  remain 
long  in  the AVest.  By  his  first  AA’ife,  '\Iarv  (Bren- 
nan), he  had  a family  of  fifteen  sons,  only  six  of 
whom,  hoAvever,  grew  to  maturity:  Barney. 

Thomas,  IMartin,  John.  James  and  "William.  To 
his  second  marriage.  Avith  Sarah  Born,  came  the 
folloAving  children:  Patrick  B.,  Joseph,  Bridget, 
Elizabeth,  Marv,  Ellen,  and  [Margaret.  ilrs. 
Sarah  (Born)  Higgins  died  Dec.  23.  1910,  at  the 
remarkable  age  of  102  years,  and  Avas  buried  Dec. 
27,  1910.  in  the  Springfield  cemetery. 

Patrick  B.  Higgins  Avas  reared  near  Pottsville. 
When  a boy  ho  commenced  work  at  the  mines  in 
Schuylkill  county  in  the  usual  way.  picking  slate, 
but  was  employed  thus  onlv  tAvo.  and  one  half 
days  Avhen  he  AA'ent  to  the  Ifilliains  mines  at  Mount 


Lall'er,  same  county,  Avhere  he  Avas  hired  to  bloAv 
a fan  and  drive  a team.  Later  he  became  a loader, 
and  for  some  time  he  Avas  a loader  boss.  His  next 
Avork  Avas  cutting  coal,  driving  gangways,  chutes 
and  headings.  When  he  came  to  Shamokin,  this 
county,  in  ISGS,  he  assisted  in  opening  the  Lan- 
caster colliery,  then  oAvned  by  Jolm  and  "William 
Gal)el,  and  at  this  colliery,  later  knoAvn  as  the 
Gimlet  colliery,  he  remained  for  the  long  period 
of  thirty-nine  years  and  eleven  months,  until  he 
retired  from  that  line  of  Avork  in  1909.  He  served 
in  various  capacities,  for  many  j’ears  as  outside 
foreman,  in  fact  he  Avas  the  only  incumbent  of 
that  position  at  the  Gimlet  until  he  gave  up  the 
Avorlc.  Mr.  Higgins  had  bought  a farm  of  eighty- 
five  acres  of  good  land  in  Kalpho  toAAmship  in  1900, 
and  there  he  jioav  resides  and  folloAA's  agricultural 
operation,?,  Avhich  he  has  foirnd  a congenial  change. 
A hard-Avorking  and  reliable  man,  he  Avas  Avell 
knoAvn  in  the  coal  field?  and  bore  an  excellent 
reputation  throughout  his  career  as  a miner.  He  is 
a citizen  of  sterling  AA'orth  and  e.steemed  by  all 
Avho  knoAV  him.  In  politics  he  is  independent. 
Anting  for  the  candidate  he  prefers,  regardless  of 
party  ties.  In  religion  he  is  a Catholic. 

[Mr.  Higgins  married  Margaret  Maderia,  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  [Mary  (Khoads)  Maderia,  and 
they  haA’e  had  children  as  folloAA's : Mary  married 
Frank  Long;  Catharine  married  "William  Haines; 
Thomas  is  liA'ing  at  Coal  Run,  Pa. ; George  makes 
his  home  in  Shamokin,  Pa. : Ellen,  Patrick  and 
John  are  deceased;  James  lives  at  home;  Diana 
is  the  Avife  of  Harry  ITornberger;  Thursa  is  de- 
ceased. 

JOHX  F.  HESSER,  who  has  been  outside  fore- 
man at  the  Hickory  SAvamp  colliery,  in  Mount 
Carmel  toAvnship,  since  1898,  is  one  of  the  re- 
spected citizens  of  this  region.  TIis  father  Avas  a 
boss  at  this  colliery  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The 
Hesser  family  is  an  old-established  one  in  this 
section  of  Pennsylvania,  and  aa'c  giAT  something 
of  the  early  general  history  of  the  family,  con- 
tributed by  [Mr.  W.  KeifT  Hesser,  of  Reading.  Berks 
Co..  Pa.,  a descendant  of  the  same  stock  : 

In  1732  tAvo  brother.«,  .Tohn  Hesser  and  Fred- 
erick Hesser,  made  the  voyage  to  this  country  in 
“The  Loyal  Judith,”  coming  from  the  Palatinate 
in  Germany.  They  Avere  young,  no  doubt,  probably 
boy?  of  fifteen  and  seA'enteen  years,  and  in  coAirse 
of  time  married.  One  of  them  (maybe  both)  set- 
tled at  thc“Tra])po.”  in  Avhat  is  noAv  [Montgomery 
countA',  Pa.,  and  reared  a family.  IA"e  have  record 
of  only  tAA'o  sons,  John,  born  about  1700,  and  Fred- 
erick, born  in  1763.  both  of  AA’hom  Avere  well  knoAvn 
in  the  loAver  counties  of  Pennsylvania.  Both 
served  in  the  ReA'olutionary  Avar,  John  (avIao  ncA'cr 
married)  enlisting  as  a fifer,  remaining  in  the 
army  throughout  the  period  of  the  Revolution  and 
continuing  in  the  regular  service  until  the  close  of 


0S«J 


woW  ^tUilA  iii^  M iJi'itw  -flaifi).  t‘it»lt>wl  ftJ|tt<|*ai^  -l^e  c,«f»><tw(p  ;,!<>  . 

i-»6fli>i;»fl  satsoirfif  W Urf«»l  'n  ^Ii5  i)#iA  .i^jtijlilhBS  ^ri  Wii»»  n<>iUM:oi  ^iK  ,.Xaw^  " 


inoilii'//  lf>ff3  urJoT,  jfi  mt)  ^ wrf  ;«o 

•i>|i  -'U  in*OH>[  ,,'\(tKllt3*v  5ui)  itt  fcftJS  ' * ‘ “ ‘ ^ ’ " * t -f.-r— . 

h<:.h‘)ti'  *if!«i  no'^ 

*jtt  li;'mf  ihW^  iirt>- • — - ...  ;■  *r-.  ■ rr 

{h/hm  all  .e0<il  iit  *.\Plr  )o  «i^l  3«ri|  miyfl  rsi.irf?  4-  .jjWoluM  bfitf  ^«7^rt^7r3:a;^i{)4>4^ • 


,«  «p,-  F1.RW  yijfif'i  *tf»ii«r  i«i  |4np>4>‘.' ita^ ' tal'WaTi  'bon  ^^aWHutaliil'  ladf^.tubtv 

50  i«t-nj;tt«afti  •flm'  !)ur-«ivr qu  jjioU,  ,fd. 


luijUtya/TH#!  f-tfojiolt  gp^  0 iSaiiDtrj^uott  t»ix«b 

p,v<t«ifo  l«hf*>«iWir  tijiiins©  - 9iU,  lol  ,?#  etft  i. 


mp'.dpt  . aW:.  ■■  \miUU  jR.«Uitt|'‘5-’7ji.;>.fiifoO' 


Ifr  nf  tfj.'WW  ;|('»W 

Jm,^jmq-'.!f>al  si  M 

' II  ?;>'>  iO'l  i 

,nha&,^3C^^|^15if53^^  ■'*1^  ■: 

f.iJifi  js'-wbxU'  'Mn  'PpmO'  ■!»:■*?«*  - 

flohisjgft  .‘f;rKT£^-;  .%$•  £>vrf  '9^»H  Yj^ii-  * 

tSBo,l 

al  fwoi«wfT  ’ 

F'ttti  .«{;^p.fn,eff8  ni  ofiitis}' 

fin/;{it[ 'riaiod  <'*^v.ii'  etn  (jiriol»  , 

-^>b  si  ft?i^i(T  ^ «t  ' 


bffjjniiflfftt  ©rft 

h. 


'bff,ps  qo^  pi  imo'iq  8»d  , 

oni { xtSfeoiio  sm  a!  ^>'/i%'n([  • A-  7^ 


, „ .,. . _ (:JttJimiu{W  miipm.  ^ *i " j , . . . 

&U  : ,9«o  bsd  svai? 

A ftfcv^aittirwt.acino  *t9<i«»«|*  aj,  ^ 

\JTO,»U;'  ft  ‘-irolj  3»ff tKtffl  ■ . b{to  a3tltj[^|A4  ■T 

404Jrr^%;‘|/ ' 


-Mol  h&him  mvi  ,3'.^«83;f3f..1C,‘%H0t'- 


. • « Off  ’!>««  i'  fi^  .srmrbnpit^  i m : Xm 

■ ' ' , 

•wXi 


>i/fJ  ^11  9ao  %ilill4ftj(#^|)ja  m «i  tiimfti  xossglt  lifw  fiammA  oioms9  ortV  J.tifil^'Tl 


Knft  ■t9HA0-4''^4o'fv  wJ  &8n  ol'  -otiv)' nLi^^iior 

nj  ot  m iisfi  am^Ut  W vlimni  «,l>nfl..od  t(x»ff 

wftfatfiiftf  ^acr^^  afft'*'*  JjWjkib^:  j^huiMA,  oj^  -w^r.^;  -aftvo-ffof,  ,*ra<)f^ 

yWi(J<rff(  ,id:0o6  4l  ^ buB  V ji^halC  .rnifioi^ 


ai'to  9<}t; 


-J9S  rrfit»4  orTtn'm^  }o^  mO  ;IWri«m 

'nofmpaoJt  itpd  p\  Aa/'.  Ji 

"'  *^  . u mmit^  j .4b  k ' . . . * i4>  hi  ■•  I f V _ XT*a  ' Ok  iW  tk  *&*■  f jttAlk  B «B  4'4tVft/V  A 


n JUCl  r A-  ■'•  |^»x-»avf  - J .,7  Tf » *«,  .41^  -rfrr* . \ ^ ■ ■ \ "'■  A ' T . . . ’ ^3  A’t.  i V »fr-  ,c  ^ ^i  ■ 

lovort  oHsf)  HffoT.  acr4">^ 

nl  ^litah^^  ctm  * fe«  y^mirn  mhmti  - 

tt  rto}&^9tt‘4l  l9.»4^'o  >^.f  7ktPj.£uMY>m^m 


bnft 

\o 


■.V' 


■'i>. 


.*'  .-J 

^ A 


xoirnru^i b RBr.AX])  couxty,  pexxs ylvaxi a 


95r 


tlie  war  ol'  ISr?-!.").  Hr  was  wirli  Jackson  at  tire 
battle  of  iVew'  Orleans,  Jan.  8,  1815.  His  army 
service  covered  over  tifty  years,  and  he  died  at  the 
age  of  about  seventy  at  Orwigsburg,  Schuylkill  Co., 
Pa.,  where  he  is  buried;  the  date  of  death  appears 
on  his  tombstone  there. 

Frederick  Hesser  (2),  recorded  above  as  having 
been  born  in  17  63,  was  the  grandfatherYf  Mr.  IV. 
KeitT  Hesser.  He  enlisted  as  a drummer  in  Wash- 
ington's ai'iny  iit  Se})teml)er,  17  76,  and  the  terms 
of  enlistment  being  frequently  short  in  the  Pevo- 
lution,  subse(|uently 'enlisted  three  times.  He  was 
present  at  and  took  active  part  in  the  battles  of 
Trenton  and  Brandywine,  was  in  the  reserve  at 
Germantown,  and  saw  active  service  at  various 
other  points.  A Hessian  musket  given  him  after 
the  fight  at  JJ-enton  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
family.  A British  prisoner  drumnier  taught  him 
to  drum  according  to  army  regulations,  and  he 
proved  such  an  apt  pupil  that  he  was  a drum 
major  in  the  service  wdien  still  quite  young. 
Removing  to  Schuylkill  county  while  it  wms 
still  a part  of  Berks  county  (divided  in 
1811),  he  remained  there  the  rest  of  his 
life,  living  at  Orwigsburg  until  his  death  about 
1851.  He  was  high  sheriff  of  that  countv  in  1815 
and  was  court  crier  for  several  years,  in  those  days 
assembling  court  by  roll  of  the  drum  in  the 
large  open  S(|uare  where  the  old  courthouse  still 
stands.  He  was  a l)rother-in-law'  of  Francis  P. 
Shrink,  who  became  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  himself  a man  of  substance  and  importance  in 
his  section. 

Frederick  Hesser  (2)  had  four  sons  of  whom 
there  is  record  ; it  is  probable  there  w’ere  no  others. 
These  sons  were;  Frederick  Hesser  (3)  removed  to 
Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  w here  he  became  a prosperous 
merchant;  it  is  thought  he  died  about  1880.  An- 
other son,  whose  name  we  do  not  know,  left  home 
when  young  and  was  ne\er  afterward  heard  from. 
Charles  Hesser  became  a prominent  bishop  in  the 
Evangelical  Church:  we  have  not  the  exact  date  of 
his  death,  but  it  seems  to  have  occurred  about 
1845-18.  Henry  Hesser  (father  of  W.  PeitT  Hes- 
ser) was  the  youngest  of  the  sons  of  Frederick 
Hesser  (2).  who  had  also  two  daughters:  Cath- 
erine, who  became  Dlrs.  John  Schoener,  and  Pe- 
becca,  who  became  Mrs.  Fraley.  Both  are  now- 
deceased.  Dlrs.  Fraley  was  the  grandmother  of 
Hr.  Herbert  Erh,  of  Orwigslairg. 

Henry  Hesser  was  born  July  2,  1815,  at  Orwigs- 
bnrg,  wdiich  was  then  the  county  seat  of  Schuylkill 
countv-  About  1844  he  removed  to  Schuylkill 
Haven,  Pa.,  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia & Peading  Pailway  Company,  in  which 
he  remained  about  forty-five  years,  liolding  re- 
sponsible positions  to  the  end  of  his  life,  in  1890. 
His  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, namely;  Albert  A.  has  for  many  years  been  in 
the  service  of  the  Pldladclphia  d:  Peading  Py. 


Company,  for  a long  time  as  superintendent  of  the 
Mahanoy  & Shamokin  Division,  and  still  holds 
a position  with  that  company;  Charles  F.  was  a 
jirominc-nt  business  man  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
lie  died  Dec.  20,  1907;  IV.  PeifP  was  for  twenty- 
three  years  in  the  service  of  the  Philadelphia 

d:  Peading  Pailway  Company  in  important 

positions,  and  is  now  in  Peading,  Pa., 

where  he  is  serving  as  probation  officer; 

H.  A.  was  in  the  service  of  the  Philadelphia 

d:  Peading  and  other  companies  for  many  vears 
before  his  death,  in  April.  1910  ; Elizabeth  S.  lives 
at  Schuylkill  Haven,  Pa.  : Emma  P.  married  H.  B. 
Zulick  and  resides  at  Schuylkill  Haven. 


The  exact  connection  between  the  branch  of  the 
Hesser  familv  to  which  John  F.  Hesser  belongs 
and  that  whose  history  is  given  above  is  not 
clearly  established,  but  it  is  certain  they  were  of 
the  same  stock,  as  Frederick  Hesser.  father  of 
John  F.,  was  a cousin  or  second  cousin  of  Henry 
Hesser,  son  of  Frederick  (2).  The  grandfather 
of  John  F.  Hesser  settled  in  Schuylkill  county, 
where  he  died. 

Frederick  Hesser  followed  a seafaring  life  for 
some  time.  In  1861  he  located  at  Coal  Run,  in 
Xorthuniberland  county,  where  ho  found  employ- 
ment at  the  collieries,  and  for  some  time  he  was 
engaged  as  slate  picker  boss  at  the  Hickory  Swamp 
Colliery.  He  was  murdered  Dec.  19,  1874,  in  the 
engine  room  of  that  colliery,  by  the  "Molly  Ma- 
guires.” dir.  Hesser  was  an  intelligent  and  re- 
spected citizen,  well  known  in  this  section  in  his 
day,  having  been  elected  coroner  of  the  coupty 
in  1872,  for  a term  of  three  years.  He  was  a Re- 
publican in  politics,  in  religion  a member  of  the 
Evangelical  Church.  He  married  Elizabeth 
Swenck,  a native  of  Schuvlkill  county,  and  to  them 
were  born  five  children:  diary  A..  Elizabeth  (who 
died  young).  John  F.,  Charles  II.  and  George  F. 

John  F.  Hesser  was  born  in  1853  in  Schuylkill 
county,  son  of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Swenck) 
Hesser.  He  came  to  Xorthumberland  county  with 
his  father  and  attended  the  local  schools  until  ho 
commenced  tvork  as  a slate  picker  at  the  Coal  Pun 
colliery.  dVhen  he  became  older  he  was  employed 
as  a miner  about  four  years,  and  then  went  to 
Pearson,  Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.,  where  ho  was  engaged 
for  two  3'ears  at  the  carpenter's  trade.  Returning 
to  his  home  distinct  he  followed  his  trade  and 
assisted  in  the  construction  of  the  Hickory  Ridge 
breaker,  having  charge  of  part  of  tlie  work.  Upon 
its  completion  he  remained  there  eleven  years,  as 
breaker  boss,  in  1898  taking  his  present  position 
at  the  Hickory  Swamp  collierv.  He  has  sixty-five 
men  in  his  cliarge  as  outside  foreman,  and  he  holds 
their  respect  and  good  will  to  a gratifying  degree. 
Dir.  Hesser  is  a member  qf  the  Independent  Ameri- 
cans at  Shamokin,  and  he  is  a Republican  in  his 
political  views. 
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3Lr.  ITcsst^r  maaA‘(i  Eli^.;betli  Moll,  and  they 
have  a family  of  six  children,  namely : Frederick 

E. ,  Charles  Henry,  Emma  F.,  iMary  E.,  Albert 
Quay  and  Laura  B. 

HEXBY  CAjIEROX',  of  Xo.  GU4  AVest  Spruce 
street,  Shamokin,  has  lived  in  that  borough  for 
almost  fifty  years,  and  throughout  that  long  period 
has  been  einjdoyed  at  the  mines.  For  over  twenty 
years  he  has  been  engaged  at  the  Cameron  mines. 
31  r.  Cameron  wa<  born  3lay  25,  1852,  in  Fotts- 
ville,  Schuvlkill  Co.,  Fa.,  where  his  father,  Charles 
Camei'on,  a native  of  Xew  Jersey,  located  before 
the  Civil  war.  His  paternal  grandfather  had  a 
■faiiiily  of  six  children,  those  besides  Charles  be- 
ing: Daniel,  Eckbud  F.,  John,  Eliza  and  Lydia  A. 

Charles  Cameron  was  a plasterer  and  bricklayer 
by  occupation,  and  followed  his  trade  all  his  life. 
He  lived  for  some  time  at  Shamokin,  but  even- 
tually retuimed  to  his  native  State,  where  he  died. 
He  married  3Iary  A.  3Iui'kel,  a native  of  Berks 
county,  ]’a.,  and  a member  of  an  old  family  of 
that  coiuity,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  children: 
Emeline  is  tlie  widow  of  David  Reed;  Alary  E. 
tnarried  Henry  Ressler : Henry  is  mentioned  below; 
Charles  lives  in  Shamokin:  Simon  is  a resident  of 
Jamestown,  3T.  Y. : Wallace  lives  in  Rochester,  Pa. ; 
Elizabeth  married  Emanuel  Loiser. 

Henry  Cameruit  commenced  work  at  the  breaker 
when  a mere  boy  and  has  followed  mining  all  his 
life.'  He  has  been  a stationary  engineer  during 
the  greater  part  of  his  forty-eight  years  at  the 
mines,  and  commenced  work  with  the  Cameron  col- 
liery about  twenty-five  years  ago,  Sept.  15,  18SG. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  trusted  employees  at  the 
Cameron  mines,  bearing  a deserved  reputation  for 
trustworthiness  and  reliability.  He  is  a member 
of  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Eagle  and  of  the 
Shepherds  of  Bethlehem,  in  politics  a Republican, 
and  in  religion  an  adherent  of  the  Reformed  faith. 

Air.  Cameron  married  June  21,  18To.  Harriet 
Khoads,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
( Kerstetter)  .Rhoads,  of  Xorthumberland  county, 
and  they  have  had  four  children:  Sallie  E.  died 
at  the  age  of  thirty  years,  the  wife  of  Charles 
Settelmoyer;  Alary  C.  died  in  infancy;  Jennie 

F.  is  the  wife  of  John  A'oung,  of  Shamokin,  and 
has  one  child,  .Tnseph  Henry;  (i'adoline  Al.  died 
at  the  age  (»f  twenty-four  years. 

ABRAHAAl  C.  Bt'tYER.  a young  bu.'iness  man 
of  Sunbury  who  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
buggies,  carriages  and  wagons,  was  born  Aug.  30, 
1884,  in  L'pper  Augusta  townshi]),  this  county, 
son  of  Elias  D.  Bouw.  The  Boyers  are  a branch 
of  an  old  family  'of  lower  Berks  county.  Pa., 
established  in  Xorthumberland  county  in  IS;}!  hv 
Peter  Boyer,  great-grandfather  of  Abraham  ,C. 
Boyer. 

d’be  emigiant  ancc.-tm.'  of  the  Boyer  family  was 


-John  Philip  Beyer,  wh.o  came  from  the  Palatinate 
to  Philadelphia  in  1T31,  with  a number  of  chil- 
dren. He  settled  in  Frederick  township,  Alont- 
gomery  Co.,  Pa.,  but  later  lived  in  Amity  town- 
ship, in  the  lower  end  of  Berks  county,  where  he 
died  in  the  spring  of  1153,  at  a ripe  old  age.  He 
belonged  to  the  Swamp  Jnitheran  Church,  and 
was  buried  by  the  pastor.  Ret'.  Henry  Alelchior 
Aluhlenberg,  who  reports  the  matter  fully  in  the 
“Halleschen  Xachrichten."  His  will  is  on  record 
at  the  Philadelphia  courthouse,  and  in  it  some 
of  his  children  are  named.  Among  his  sons  were: 
Jacob,  the  ancestor  of  the  Boyertown  branch  of 
the  family ; and  Johann  Heinrich. 

Johann 'Heinrich  Boyer  was  born  in  1714,  in  the 
Pfalz,  Germany,  and  died  Alav  2.  1814.  in  the  one 
hundredth  v'ear  of  his  age.  In  1T43  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Alagdalcna  Kircliiier,  and  among  his  chil- 
dren— six  sons  and  one  daughter — were  Philip 
and  Heinrich. 

Pliili]!  Boyer,  born  Dec.  14,  1754,  died  July  31, 
1832.  His  wife,  Chri.stiana.  who  was  born  in 
1754,  also  died  in  1832,  and  both,  were  buried  in 
the  old  graveyard  at  Amitvville.  Philip  Boyer 
made  a will  the  year  before  his  death,  wdiile  a 
resident  of  Amity  township,  and  in  it  he  mentions 
the  following  children:  Alichael : Jacob,  who  had  a 
son  Philip;  John;  Peter;  Alarv,  married  to  George 
Koch;  and  Daniel,  born  in  1792,  who  died  in  1825. 

I’eter  Boyer,  son  of  Philip,  was  born  in  Amity 
township.  Berks  county,  and  in  1831  came  to 
Xorthumberland  county  with  his  wife  and  family, 
which  then  consisted  of  twelve  children,  the  young- 
est two . having  been  born  in  Lower  Alahanoy 
township,  where  they  settled.  His  170-acre  farm 
in  that  township  is  now  owned  by  one  Frank 
Phillips.  Later  he  moved  to  Dauphin  countv. 
where  he  owjied  a valuable  farm  and  mill  ])ropertv 
for  whicli  he  paid  $12,000,  and  he  died  in  that 
county  about  1850-51,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  He  is  buried  at  Hoffman's  Church,  in 
Lykens  township.  Dauphin  county.  ThoTigh  a 
stonemason  by  trade,  he  was  engaged  principally 
in  farming,  in  which  he  was  very  successful  and 
prosperous.  He  was  a strong  man,  noted  for  his 
courageous  disposition,  and  was  known  locallv  as 
‘‘Wammas"  Boyer.  His  wife,  Catharine  Herb, 
also  of  Berks  county,  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
four.  They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children, 
as  follows:  Benjamin.  Sally.  Elias,  Isaac,  Rachel. 
Alary.  Hettie,  Gabriel.  Abraham.  Catharine, 
Josiah  and  Benneville  (twins),  John  hind  Leah, 
the  tu'o  last  named  born  in  Xorthumberland 
countv. 

John  Boyer,  probablv  an  uncle  of  Peter  Biyver. 
above,  served  as  a soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.' 

Abraham  Boyer,  son  of  Peter,  was  born  in  Amitv 
township.  Berks  county,  and  came  with  the  family 
to  Lower  Alahanoy  township,  where  he  passed  the 
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romaiiKk'r  of  his  iictive  ami  successful  life  with 
the  e.\cej)tion  of  the  years  he  was  at  Millerstown, 
l*erry  County.  Like  the  Boyers  generally,  ho  was 
I noted  for  his  industry  and  thrift,  and  he  became 
I one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers  in  Ju)wer  Ma- 

I lianoy  township,  owning  about  five  hundred  acres 

of  land.  He  died  in  Lower  Mahauoy  township. 

■ Abraham  Boyer  married  Cathai'ine  Anderson, 

: daughter  of  John  .Vnderson,  and  to  them  wore 

* born  six  children,  namely;  S.  Bierce;  Amelia,  who 

I .married  Henry  Kielfer,  of  Dauphin  county,  Ba. : 

dohn,  deceased;  Klias  D.;  Hannah,  married  to 
; John  Lahr,  of  Billow.  Ba.;  ami  Beiei.  of  Billow. 

' Elias  D.  Boyer,  son  of  Abraham,  was  born  April 
19,  18.51,  in  Lower  IMahanoy  township,  and  was 
i there  reared  fo  farjuing.  in  which  he  has  continued 

i to  be  interested  up  to  the  ])resent  time.  After 

living  in  Stone  Yallev.  in  Lower  Hahanoy.  for 
five  years,  he  moved  in  1 8S2  to  l^])per  Augusta 
I townshi)),  where  ho  has  since  made  his  home.  He 

I is  extensively  engaged  in  general  farming,  own- 

i ing  a number  of  farms — two  in  Upper  Augusta 

I township,  one  of  1G8  acres  attd  one  of  seventeen 

j acres  ; ami  three  in  Lower  Augusta  township,  of 

1 sixty-one  acres,  eighty-nine  acres  and  105  acres, 
y.  respectively.  As  a lumber  dealer  he  has  interests 
all  over  the  county,  employing  from  six  to  twenty 
! men  in  this  line,  as  husiness  demands.  Mr. 

Boyer  has  also  engaged  in  contracting,  having  ]uit 
I up  about  forty  horises  in  the  liorough  of  Sunbui-y. 

i where  he  has  invested  heavilv  in  real  estate.  'I'he 

: farm  in  Ifp]>er  Augnsta  .township  upon  which  he 

: makes  his  home  i.s  an  attractive  and  valuable  prop- 

j ertv.  with  a valual)le  farm  stock  and  well  equipped 

i throughout.  A good  manager,  and  possessing  ex- 

( cellent  judgment  in  business  matters.  Mr.  Boyer 

i has  been  very  successful,  and  by  his  own  ctforts 

, lias  accumulated  considerable  propertv. 
j In  1878  Mr.  Boyer  married  Catharine  T’eifer. 

, daughter  of  Isaac  and  Eve  (Yerger)  Beifer,  who 
lived  in  Jackson  township,  and  nine  children  have 
. been  born  to  them  : William,  now  of  Fisher's  Ferrv, 

■ Pa.;  John,  who  died  .in  infanev;  Hannah,  married 
to  Cordon  Xeidig,  of  Lower  Augusta  township. 

I this  county;  Abraham  C. ; Eve,  who  died  in  in- 

i fancy;  Amelia  iM.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Edward' 

I C. ; Katie ; and  Emma  Y.  IMr.  Bover  and  his 

J family  attend  the  Hollowing  Bun  Union  Church, 

of  which,  he  is  a Beformed  and  his  wife  a Lutlieran 
j member.  In'  political  conviction  he  is  a Demo- 
I crat. 

I Abraham  C.  Boyer  received  a public  s'chool  edn- 
' cation.  In  September,  190G,  he  came  to  Sunburv 

i and  established  his  present  business,  having  a 

I factory  on  the  corner  of  Woodlawn  avenue  and 

; Cas  Alley  for  the  manufacture  of  luiggics.  car- 

i riages  and  wagons,  and  facilities  for  all  kinds  of 

i repairing,  of  whicli  he  makes  a specialty.  He 

also  acts  as  agent  for  Swab's  wagons.  iMr.  Boyer 
lias  gained  a lucrative  patronage,  and  gives  em- 


ployment to  four  men.  He  is  one  of  thC'Cnter- 
jirising  young  business  men  of  the  borough  and 
has  high  standing  among  his  associates  and  all 
with  whom  he  has  dealings. 

On  Dec.  21,  1905,  iMr.  Boyer  married  Jo.sephine 
Drumm,  daughter  of  John  Drumm,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Helen  C.,  Mary  A.  and  Elias 
D.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Be- 
formed Church,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 
IModern  Woodmen  of  America. 

JACOB  S.  BOHBB.VCH,  of  Shamokin  town- 
ship, at  present  engaged  at  the  carpenter's 
traile,  was  bom  April  4,  1850,  in  Locust  township. 
Columbia  Co.,  Ba..  son  of  David  Bohrbach  and 
grandsott  of  Jacob  Bohrbach. 

Tlie  Bohrbach  family  is  an  old  one  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. of  German  origin,  being  descended  from 
John  George  Bohrhach,  who  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  centuryi 
He  settled  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  in  Berks 
county,  in  the  territory  now  embraced  in  District 
township,  and  the  family  is  now  quite  numerous 
in  the  eastern  end  of  that  county.  . The  ancestral 
homestead  is  still  owned  by  one  of  his  descendants. 
He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  union  had 
a son  Lawrence,  who  had  five  sons,  Daniel.  George 
(who  had  eight  children).  Christopher  (or  Stophel, 
who  had  eleven  children).  Jacob  and  Henry.  By 
his  second  wife,  ■ Christiana  Moser,  he  had  five 
children,  George,  John,  Simon,  Eva  and  (Chris- 
tiana. Those  of  the  name  now  living  in  Berks 
county  are  descendants  of  Lawrence  and  Joint ; 
Simon  is  said  to  have  moved  to  Catawissa.  Colum- 

I) ia  county;  George  to  have  gone  West;  Eva  mar- 
ried Jacob  Finkbohner,  who  after  her  death  mar- 
ried her  sister  Christiana. 

The  ancestor  of  a numher  of  the  name  now 
living  in  Xorthumberland  county  devoted  himself 
to  his  husiness  affairs  and  was  a successful  and 
influential  man  of  his  day  in  the  section  of  Penn- 
sylvania referred  to.  where  he  lived  and  died. 
For  many  years  he  conducted  a charcoal  furnace 
in  conjunction  with  farming.  He  had  no  aspira- 
tions toward  public  honors  and  took  no  part  in 
anything  outside  of  his  private  interests.  Ho 
married  Catharine  Fenstermacher,'  and  to  them 
was  horn  a large  family.  Their  son  George,  born 
in  1808  in  Colunfoia  couutv.  Pa.,  was  the  father 
of  the  late  IJoyd  T.  and  'William  II.  Bohrbach. 
both  prominent  citizens  of  Sunburv. 

David  Bohrbach,  son  of  Jacob  Bohrbach  and 
father  of  Jacob  S.  Bohrhach,  was  born  in  Cdey. 
Berks  {’o..  Pa.,  and  moved  with  his  parents  to 
Columbia  county.  He  folhiwcd  farming,  owning 

II) 0  acres  along  the  Boa  ring  creek,  where  he  spent 
the  r('st  of  his  davs,  dying  in  1807.  at  the  age  of 
fortv-six  vears.  His  wife,  Sarah  (Shuman),  died 
in  Catawissa  and  is  buried  tb.ere.  They  had  chil- 
dren as  follows:  Jacob  S. ; Jane.  IMrs.  William 
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}>erkt!iuloi'f : Albert,  living  in  Simbury ; Sarah, 
Mrs.  Will  iatn  Witengruver,  living  in  Oklahoma; 
Clara  S.,  Mrs.  Lal'ountan,  living  in  Scranton,  Pa.; 
Keuben,  who -diofl  in  Shamokin ; William,  living 
at  Xewporl  Xews;  and  Annie,  who  died  young. 

Jacob  S.  Pohrbaeh  learned  the  Trade  of  car- 
penter with  Christ  Hartley,  at  Poaring  Creek, 
Columbia  county,  and  followed  it  for  four  yeais 
at  that  time.  He  then  became  a lireman  on  the 
railroad,  where  ho  eventually  became  an  engineer, 
on  the  Catawissa  line,  continuing  in  this  work 
about  four  years.  Ibocating  in  Snydertotvn,  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  he  was  employed  at  his  trade 
four  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  located 
upon  the  farm  in  Shamokin  townshi])  which  he 
still  owns,  the  old  Muench  homestead,  a valuable 
tract  of  170  acres.  For  the  next  twenty-two  years 
he  was  engaged  in  farming,  from  which  he  retired 
a few  years  ago  to  resume  his  trade,  at  which  he 
is  now  engaged.  His  farm  is  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive land,  and  he  has  rented  it  since  he  took 
up  carpentry  again.  IMr.  Pohrbaeh  has  been  suc- 
cessful in  fhe  inanagement  of  his  own  affairs  to 
such  an  e.vtent  that  he  has  been  called  upon  to 
assist  in  the  administration  of  public  matters,  and 
he  has  served  Ids  township  two  years  as  treasurer 
and  ten  years  as  school  director.  He  is  a Demo- 
crat in  politics. 

On  Dec.  23,  1S75,  Mr.  Pohrbaeh  married  Mary 
E.  Muench,  who  was  born  Oct.  1.3,  ISbG.  daughter 
of  Jacob  E.  IMuench  and  granddaughter  of  William 
H.  i\[ucnch.  She  died  July  12.  1901.  and  is 
buried  at  St.  Jacob’s  (Peed's)  Church.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  itnion : (1)  Edward  M., 
born  Xov.  28.  1883,  who  learned  the  telegrapher's 
art  and  has  been  station  agent  at  Paxinos  since 
1908 ; he  married  Susan  B.  Persing  and  they  have 
had  three  children,  Virginia  Estella  (died  in  in- 
fancy), Clyde  Edward  (died  in  infancy),  and 
Emanuel  P.  (2)  lilary  ]\r.  is  at  home.  The 

family  are  meml)crs  of  the  Lutheran  Churcli. 

The  emigrant  ance.stor  of  the  IMuench  family 
was  Charles  E.  Muench,  a descendant  of  a French 
noble  family  of  the  name  of  Beauvoir.  He  prob- 
ably crossed  the  French  lino  into  Germany  prior 
to  the  French  Pevolution.  and  took  the  name  of 
his  patrimonial  e.state.  ‘Alunchhofen.”  He  was 
born  Jan.  7,  1769,  at  IMellenhcim.  on  the  Phine, 
and  was  educated  at  Heidelberg,  where  he  spent 
fourteen  years  preparing  for  the  ministry,  learn- 
ing five  different  languages.  He  inherited  a large 
fortune  and  a landed  estate.  Marshal  Jourdan. 
under  orders  of  the  French  Directory  (then  the  rul- 
ing power  in  France),  invaded  that  section,  and 
Charles  E.  IMttench,  in  defense  of  his  country, 
raised  a company  of  dragoons.  In  an  engagement 
with  the  French  his  left  arm  was  so  terribly  in- 
jured that  it  became  partly  useless.  His  portion 
of  Germany  being  overrun,  and  in  the  possession 
of  the  French  troops,  he  gathered  tog.dher  his 


personal  property,  abandoned  his  lauded  estate 
and  sailed  for  America.  The  vessel  on  which  he 
sailed  was  overtaken  by  a French  privateer  and 
the  passengers  robbed  of  all  their  valuables,  so 
that  he  landed  at  Philadelphia  penniless.  IHs 
wife,  IMargaret  (Bieser),  and  eldest  daughter  were 
with  him.  Unable  to  obtain  employment,  jie 
drifted  to  Shaeft’erstown,  Lebanon  Co.,  Pa.,  and 
subsequently  lived  at  different  points  in  Penn- 
stdvania,  eventually  locating  in  Lykens  Valley, 
near  Berrysburg.  in  Dauphin  county,  Pa.,  where 
Mr.  Muench  engaged  in  school  teaching.  He 
died  at  Lykens  A'alley  in  1833,  and  his  wife 
}>assed  away  in  1834,  both  reaching  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  Their  family  consisted  of  seven 
children:  .Juliana,  born  in  Germany,  who  married 
-Jacob  AVolf : William  Henry;  Charles  F. ; Susan, 
Airs.  .Jacob  Peigle;  -Jacob  D. ; Daniel  A.,  of  Har- 
risburg: and  Margaret,  Airs.  Peter  Aliller. 

'William  Henry  Aluench,  eldest  son  of  Charles 
E.  Alucnch,  was  born  Feb.  10,  1799,  at  Shaeffers- 
town,  I.-ebanon  Co.,  Pa.,  and  as  he  was  born  a 
cripple  his  ])arents  gave  him  as  good  an  education 
as  possible,  their  lack  of  means  making  it  neces- 
sary to  limit  him  to  instruction  in  Englisit  and 
German.  In  1819  Rev.  J.  P.  Shindel  proposed 
that  he  come  to  the  Shamokin  valley  to  teach  those 
branches,  and  he  located  at  Peed's  station,  where 
he  taught  for  twenty-four  years,  at  the  same  place. 
He  became  widely  accpiainted  and  was  an  early 
friend  of  Gen.  Simon  Cameron.  He  served  as 
county  commissiotiei-  and  held  all  the  townshi]> 
otTice.s  and  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  for 
-Shamokin  townsliip  by  Governor  Schultze,  whit-h 
position  he  filled  thirty  years,  during  which  time 
he  married  eighty-nine  couples,  becoming  knoven 
as  the  ■•'marrying  squire.”  Shamokin  township  at 
one  time  had  a much  wider  area  than  at  present, 
including  what  are  now  Shamokin.  Ealpho.  Zerbe. 
Coal.  Alount  Carmel  and  Cameron  townships,  so' 
that  he  became  well  known  over  a large  territorv, 
and  being  an  expert  and  elegant  penman,  an 
accomplishment  none  too  common  in  those  days, 
he  was  often  called  upon  to  make  out  deeds  and 
mortgages,  transacting  a large  amount  of  Inisi- 
ness  of  that  kind.  He  died  Se))t.  8,  ISS-a.  aged 
eighty-six  years,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (Peed), 
daughter  of  -Jacob  Peed,  whom  he  married  in 
1820,  died  in  1866,  aged  <ixty-six.  They  are 
buried  at  St.  .Jacob's  (Peed's)  Church.  AVilliam 
TL  Altiench  was  an  elder  and  leading  supnorter 
of  the  German  Peforraed  Church.  He  had  two 
ehildrcn,  Alargaret  and  Jacob  E. 

.Jacob  E.  J-Iuench.  son  of  William  Henry 
Aluench.  was  born  at  tlu'  old  liomestead  .Sept.  20 
or  29.  1823.  and  died  in  1900.  During  his  young 
manhood  he  taught  in  the  townshi])  school-  for  a 
number  of  yeais,  l)ut  his  ])rincipal  occupation  was 
farming,  which  he  carried  on  extensively.  In 
his  early  life  lie  was  prominently  connected  with 
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t!ie  State  iiulitia^  of  which  he  was  a member 
fourteen  years,  lie  was  appointed  first  lieutenant 
by  Governor  Johnston,  and  was  subsequently 
elected  major,  and  in  1S53  was  appointed  brig- 
adier-general by-  Governor  Bigler.  He  was  a 
Kepublioan  and  active  in  politics,  serving  several 
terms  as  auditor  of  his  township,  from  ISTJ  to 
18T5  as  auditoi'  of  Xorthumberland  county,  and 
for  many  years  as  school  director,  being  secretary 
of  the  township  school  board  for  eighteen  con- 
secutive years,  d'he  public  schools  always  had  a 
warm  friend  in  this  public-spirited  citizen.  In 
188G  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  lie  was 
a member  of  the  German  Beformed  Cliurch,  and 
sen'ed  as  elder  five  years. 

On  Dec.  3,  18-Yf,  IMr.  iiluencb  marrieil  Lavina 
Scholl,  who  wa,s  born  in  1825  at  Fleetwood^  Berks 
Co.,  Pa.,  and  met  her  husband  at  the  home  of 
Conrad  Y'ost,  who  lived  in  Shamokin  township, 
this  county,  while  on  a visit.  Mrs.  i^Iuench  died 
Sept.  1,  1862,  aged  thirty-seven  years,  the  mother 
of  three  childi'en;  Mary  E.,  deceased,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Jacob  S.  Eohrbach  : IVilliam  F.,  who 
died  aged  seventeen  years;  and  Emma  E..  who 
married  Eeuben  F.  IMartz,  of  Shamokin  town- 
ship, and  died  Jan.  7,  1902,  aged  forty-two  years. 
On  Xov.  28,  1878,  Mr.  Muench  married  (second) 
Hattie  S.  Cooper,  daughter  of  John  Cooper,  of 
Upper-  Augusta  totvnship.  She  is  now  living  at 
Snydertown,  I’ennsylvania. 

JOSIAH  P.  IHSHEL,  station  agent  at  Tur- 
butville  and  merchant  at  that  place,  is  an  enter- 
prising young  business  man  of  his  community  and 
in  the  several  years  of  his  residence  there  has 
become  one  of  its  respected  citizens.  He  was  born 
Sej^t.  29,  1883,  at  Danville,  IMontour  Co.,  Pa., 
son  of  Peter  A.  Pishel,  and  is  a descendant  of 
Michael  Pishel.  the  ancestor  of  this  branch  of 
the  family  now  represented  in  Montour,  Columbia 
and  Xorthumberland  counties. 

Michael  PLshel  was  born  in  Bucks  county.  Pa., 
and  about  1790  came  Avitli  his  family  to  Columl)ia 
(now  Montour)  county,  settling  not  far  from 
Danville.  He  had  a number  of  sons,  among  whom 
was  Solomon. 

Solomon  Pishel.  son  of  IMichael.  lived  in 
Montour  county,  where  he  died  in  1812. 

Washington  Pishel.  sou  of  Solomon.  . lived  in 
Montour  county,  on  the  road  leading  from  Dan- 
ville to  Bloomsburg.  He  died  about  1894.  at  the 
age  of  about  seventy-five,  and  is  buried  at  Dan- 
ville. He  owned  a farm  of  about  one  hundi’cd 
acres,  and  followed  farming.  His  children  were: 
H.  Clarence:  fliarles.  who  li\es  in  Montour 

county;  Edward,  who  lives  at  Danville:  Arthur, 
who  lives  in  Union  countv.  Pa.:  Peter  A.;  Sarah, 
who  married  Alfred  Thompson  and  lives  at  Ben- 
ton. Pa.:  and  Tfizzie,  wife  of  'Michael  Leighow. 
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This  family  weie  Lutlierans  in  religious  faith. 

Peter  A.  Pishel,  son  of  Washington,  was  born 
in  1842  in  IMontour  county,  and  still  resides  there, 
at  White  Hall,  in  Anthony  township.  He  has 
followed  farming  all  his  life,  and  has  a tract  of 
100  acres.  In  his  earlier  years  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter,  at  wbieh  he  also  worked  for 
some  years.  He  married  iMargaret  Poberts, 
daughter  of  David  and  Fannie  Poberts.  of  'Dlon- 
tour  county,  and  a family  of  seven  children  was 
born  to  their  union:  M'illiam  C.,  who  married 
Blanelie  Dowalt  and  has  four  children ; Dorenee 
R.,  station  agent  at  Ottawa,  Pa.,  who  married 
.lennie  Evert  and  has  one  child,  Puth:  Essie  ZvI.. 
wife  of  Samuel  Campbell ; Leroy  L.,  who  lives  in 
Hollidaysburg,  Pa.:  John  G.,  of  Jerseytown,  Pa.: 
Josiah  R. : and  George.  iMr.  Pishel  and  his  family 
are  Methodis'ts  in  religion ; he  is  a Pepublican  on 
political  questions. 

Josiah  P.  Pishel  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  township.  Until  he 
reached  the  age  of  seventeen  he  spent  his  summers 
in  work  upon  the  farm.  At  that  time  he  went  to 
learn  telegraphy  at  Ottawa,  IMontour  county,  and 
in  March,  1902,  he  was  stationed  at  Jerseytown. 
on  the  Susquehanna.  Bloomsburg  - ik  Berwick 
(formerly  the  Central  Pennsylvania  & Western) 
road,  between  A'i’atsontown  and  Berwick.  After 
two  years  at  that  location  he  was  transferred  to 
Berwick  and  clerked  i)i  the  office  there  two  years, 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  went  to  Detroit, 
where  lie  worked  for  the  Grand  Trunk  Pailroad 
Company  three  months.  T.eaving  there  he  worked 
for  the  Chicago  A Eastern  Illinois  Pailroad  Com- 
pany the  .next  three  months,  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania,  taking  his  present  position 
as  station  agent  of  the  Susfjuehanna,  Bloomsburg 
A Berwick  road  at  Turbutville.  one  of  the  main 
stations  along  the  line.  He  has  been  agent  there 
continuously  since  1905.  l\fr.  Pishel  has  found 
excellent  business  opportunities  in  his  present 
location,  and  he  has  bceii  specially  interested  as 
a coal  merchant,  liaving  a well  equipped  yard, 
with  a capacity  of  about  five  thousand  tons,  and 
handling  some  fifty  carloads  of  coal  annuallv.  The 
yard  is  enclosed  and  under  roof.  IMr.  Pishel  has 
also  establishcil  a i-irofltable  trade  as  a dealer  in 
grain,  hay  and  fruit,  bis  transactions  in  all  these 
lines  increasing  steadily  under  the  application  of 
first-class  business  methods  and  attention  to  the 
wants  of  his  customers. 

Mr.  Pishel  is  well  known  in  the  local  fraternal 
bodies,  being  a member  of  'Wat-^ontown  Lodge.  Xo. 
401,  F.  A .V.  I\f..  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F.  ( Wan-ior  Pun 
Tjodge.  Xo.  615,  at  Turbulville) , B.  P.  0.  E. 
'Lodge  Xo.  913.  of  IMilton.  Pa.,  and  of  the  iModern 
M'oodmen's  and  Maccabees’  organizations  at  Tur- 
butville. In  religion  he  is  inclined  toward  the 
IMethodist  Church. 
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Al  EPS']’  E.  HEl.'ii'.  ui’  Sluimokin,  iji^ide  I'ore- 
imm  at  tlie  Cameron  eollierv,  has  held  that  respon- 
sible ]>osition  since  189U.  and  he  has  been  identi- 
hed  with  tlie  local  oOid  held  since  ISPC  lie  is 
<me  of  the  l»est  known  miners  in  the  region. 

.Air.  Herr  was  hoi’ll  Alay  d,  lydd,  at  a place 
about  three  minutes'  walk  from  Lehe.  near  Bremen, 
Germany,  son  of  Louis  and  Sophia  (Willis)  Herr, 
and  g’randson  of  Xicholas  Herr,  who  was  a miner 
in  Germany,  where  he  lived  and  died.  iiOuis  Herr 
passed  all  his  life  in  Germany,  dying  in  IStiU.  at 
the  age  of  forty-tive  years.  His  children  were: 
Johanna  (who  lives  in  Gerinany),  Loui.<,  Charles 
and  August  C. 

August  C.  Hen-  attended  school  in  Germany 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  He 
then  went  to  sea  on  a lessel  of  the  X^orth  German 
Lloyd  line,  remaining  with  the  conpiany  until 
ISTO.  He  was  in  Enghiml  when  the  war  lietween 
Germany  and  Fi'ance  was  declared,  and  from 
that  country  he  took  passage  for  America,  landing 
at  Holioken,  X'^.  •!..  having  secured  leave  of  ab- 
sem-e  from  the  slfi])  on  which  he  was  employed, 
with  the  understanding  iliat  he  would  go  hack  as 
soon  as  the  ship  returned.  Horyever.  he  did  not 
do  so.  going  to  St.  Alarys.  Elk  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he 
found  work  in  the  soft  coal  mines,  remaining 
there  until  his  removal  to  Shamokin.  XAith- 
umberland  Co.,  Pa.,  in  Alarch.  18T3.  Here  he 
first  olitained  ivork  at  the  laike  Fuller  colliery,  as 
miner,  for  .a  period  of  about  three  months,  after 
which  he  became  a miner  at  the  Cameron  col- 
liery. Fifteen  yeai’s  i>f  faithful  service  brought 
him  ])romotion  to  the  position  of  assistant  foreman, 
and  he  sei’ved  as  such  five  years,  thus  rounding  out 
a term  of  twenty-six  years  in  the  em|doy  of  the 
Afineral  I’ailroad  X Alining  Company,  in  1893 
he  became  inside  foreman  at  the  Luke  Fidler 
colliery,  hut  after  six  years  in  that  jiosition  he 
returned  to  the  Cameron  colliery,  in  1890,  as 
inside  foreman,  and  thei’e  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged. Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  his  respon- 
sil)ilities  may  be  gained  fi’om  the  mere  statement 
that  he  has  eight  hundred  men  under  his  direc- 
tion. Air.  Herr  is  a man  of  substantial  worth  and 
keen  intelligence,  a good  judge  of  men  and  their 
capabilities  and  a trustworthy  person  whose  value 
in  his  ]iresent  incumbency  lias  been  proved  in  long 
years  of  service. 

Air.  Herr  is  widely  known  in  the  fraternities, 
being  a member  of  .Shamokin  Lodge.  Xo.  ()(U,  I. 
O.  O.  F\,  of  which  he  is  a past  grand,  and  of 
tlie  Encampment;  of  the  F.  O.  E. ; of  Shamo- 
kin Lodge,  Xo.  2.').‘),  F.  A A.  AL.  of  which 
he  is  a past  master;  of  .Shamokin  Chapter,  Xo. 
2(!4.  P.  A.  AT.;  of  Shamokin  Commanderv.  Xo.  77, 
lx.  T. ; and  of  Bajali  Temple,  A.  <).  X.  Al.  S.. 
of  Beading.  He  is  a director  id’  the  Home  Pinion 
and  of  the  Citizens  Building  and  I.oan  .Vssocia- 


tion.  and  is  serving  as  \ice  president  of  the  I'nion 
Com-jiany. 

In  1875  Air.  Herr  married  Alinerva  Hilbrand, 
whose  parents  were  lost  at  sea  on  the  voyage 
from  the  old  country  to  the  United  States.  Chil- 
dren as  follows  have  been  born  to  this  union; 
Charles  Augustus,  born  Aug.  10,  ISlo,  who  mar- 
ried Alary  E.  Kei-’detter  and’  lives  in  Shamokin; 
Alinnie,  born  A])nl  19.  1877,  who  died  when  five 
days  old;  Clara  Wilhelmina.  borir  April  21,  1879, 
who  is  the  wife  of  Harvey  C.  Kersletter ; Ludwig 
('..  Iiorn  dune  Id.  1880,  -who  married  Lillian  Llew- 
ellyn; AVilliam,  born  Oct.  2G,  1882,  who  married 
Clara.  Al  iller ; Ida,  born  Dec.  21,  1881,  who  died 
Sept.  5.  1908;  Franklin  Alonroe,  born  July  30. 
1887  ; John  Alfred,  born  Sept.  15.  1889;  Eel  ward 
Benjamin,  born  Alarch  22,  1892  ; and  Annie,  born 
Oct.’  8,  1895. 

C.  E.  BAl'P,  formerly  of  Alilton.  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  is  now  located  at  Galt.  Ontario, 
as  manager  of  the  Canadian  branch  of  Sanmel  d. 
Shinier  A Sons,  of  Alilton.  Pennsylvania. 

AVAL'rEB  J.  LEOX’^AIH),  of  Sunburv,  engaged 
as  yardmaster  with  the  Penn.'^ylvania  Bailroad 
Company,  is  a native  of  that  ])lace,  born  Feb. 
21,  187(!.  son  of  George  S..  Leonard.  The  Leonard 
family  is  of  German  origin,  his  great-grandfather, 
George  Leonard,  having  been  born  in  Germany, 
whence  he  came  to  America  over  a century  ago. 
He  located  at  what  is  now  the  borough  of  Xorth- 
umberland.  in  Xorthumberland  county.  Pa.,  later 
going  to  Liverpool,  Perry  county,  this  state, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
He  is  buried  there.'  He  was  a laml  owner,  and  at 
one'  time  conducted  a hotel  at  Xorthumberland 
borough.  He  served  as  a soldier  during  the  war 
of  1812.  His  children  were;  Lewis,  who  died 
at  Livei’pool ; dohn;  Susan,  wlio  married  David 
Deckert  and  lived  at  Alount  Patrick.  Perry  Co.. 
Pa.;  and  Polly.  Airs.  Slear. 

John  Leonard,  son  of  GeorgeT  was  the  grand- 
father of  lYalter  J.  Leonard,  of  Sunburv.  He 
was  born  in  XTu’thumberland  borough,  and  died 
Xov.  22,  1891,  at  Shamokin  Dam.  Snvder  counry, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  He  is  buried 
there.  In  his  earlier  manhood  Air.  Leonard  was 
a merchant  at  Centerville,  Snyder  countv,  foi- 
several  yeai’s,  and  he  was  engaged  as  a pilot  on 
the  Susc|uehanna  river  for  sime  time.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Sampsel,  a native  of  Centerville.  Snv- 
der county,  and  their  children  were;  George  S. ; 
d'homas  Al..  who  lives  in  Shamokin.  Xorth- 
umberland county;  and  Alice,  wife  of  XTwton 
Hartman,  living  at  Shanu'kin  Dam. 

George  S.  Leonard,  son  of  John,  was  born  Feb. 
11.  1815,  in  Liverpool.  Perry  Co..  Pa.,  where  ho 
lived  until  he  was  thirteen  rears  old,  meantime 
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attending  the  publie  .--eiioiil:!;.  IJemoving  three 
miles  above  Liverpool,  he  was  employed  for  the 
next  seven  years  tending  loeks  upon  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal,  exeepf  for  the  time  he  was  in  service  in 
the  Ihiitm  army.  In  June,  18G3,  he  enlisted  from 
Harrisburg,  becoming  a member  of  Company  1, 
208th  Pegiment,  Pennsylvania  "\'olunteers,  9th 
Corps,  and  was  out  about  two  years,  his  command 
being  attached  to  tht>  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
was  never  wounded.  In  ISGti  he  located  at 
Shamokin  Ham,  .Snyder  county,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  Murk  for  the  canal  eoni])any  until  1S70, 
since  which  year  he  has  made  his  home  at  Sunburv. 
For  thirty  years  after  settling  there  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Pailroad  Com- 
pany (at  the  time  he  entered  the  service  it  M-as 
as  an  employee  of  the  Xorthern  Central  Paihvay 
Company),  retiring  in  POUO.  He  married  JIary 
Ix)M'er,  daughter  of  Michael  Lower,  and  they  have 
had  four  children:  Edward  (living  at  Sunhury, 
Pa.),  Della,  IMinnie  (M'ho  died  aged  twenty-four 
A'ears)  and  M'alter  J. 

M'altor  J.  Leonard  obtained  his  education  in 
the  })uhlic  ,-ehools  of  .Sunburv,  graduating  from 
the  high  school  in  1898.  He  commenced  railroad- 
ing the  same  year,  starting  as  a messenger,  and 
M'as  promoted  from  time  to  time  until  in  1900  he 
became  mastei'  of  the  freight  yard  at  Sunburv, 
Mdiere  be  has  charge  of  fifty  men.  Mr.  Ijconard 
has  won  his  promotions  on  merit,  having  made  a 
record  for  trustworthiness  and  capalnlity  by  a 
consistent  cai'eer  of  faithful  and  reliable  service. 

On  Xov.  25.  189G.  i\Ir.  Leonard  married  Clara 
Day,  daughter  of  A'oah  Day,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  five  children.  tM'o  of  M’hom  died  in  in- 
fancy; the  survivors  are  Dorothy  Putin  J.  Edvard 
and  Sidney.  DD-.  Leonard  has  a home  of  his  own 
at  Xo.  42-G  South  P'ourth  street.  Ife  and  his  family 
attend  the  IMefhodist  Church,  and  sociallv  ho  is 
identified  with  several  organizations,  holding 
membership  in  True  Cross  Commandery,  Xo.  112, 
Knights  of  Malta,  Lodge  Xo.  IIG,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  Lodge  Xo.  2GT.  K.  P.  0.  Elks,  the  Y.  Ji. 
C.  A.  and  Xo.  1 Fire  Company,  all  of  Sunhury. 
In  politics  ho  is  a Pepublican. 


Jackson  Day,  grandfather  of  i\Irs.  Walter  J. 
Tjconard,  was  a native  of  York  county.  Pa.  P’or 
a number  of  years  he  lived  at  IMillersburg. 
Dauphin  Co..  Pa.,  where  he  conducted  the  work 
train,  and  he  died  at  the  ago  of  sixty-five,  in 
about  1891,  at  tliat  place,  where  he  is  buried.  He 
was  a memlier  of  the  Ignited  Evangelical  Church. 
He  and  his  wife  Jane  (Beck),  who  was  also  of 
Yoi'k  county,  had  a family  of  eiglit  children. 

Xoah  Day,  son  of  .lackson  and  .Jane  (Beck) 
Day,  was  born  i\Iay  I,  Ls.")!.  at  Shrewsliury.  York 
Co.,  I’a.,  where  he  reeeivi'd  his  education.  He 
hogan  railroading  at  tlu>  earlv  age  of  fifteen 
years  on  the  l\‘Miisylvania  ihiilroail  Coni[)any's 


work  train  at  Jlillersburg,  aiid  after  serving  as 
tlagmaii  and  fireman  in  turn  became  engineer, 
being  engaged  in  tliat  capaciry  for  thirty  years 
befoi'e  his  death.  He  was  yard  engineer  at  DA". 
i\D-.  Dav  was  well  known  among  railroad  men, 
was  a member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive 
Phigineers  and  Firemrn,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Pe- 
lief  Fund  Association  and  of  the  Yeteran’s  As- 
sociatioii.  He  hold  membership  in  the  i^irst 
United  Evangelical  Churcli  at  Sunl)urv.  and  in 
politics  was  a stanch  Pepublican. 

Dir.  Day's  first  marriage  was  to  Alda  Gilbert, 
who  is  buried  at  Dlillersburg.  By  that  union  he 
had  two  children:  Frederick,  vdio  lives  at  Stone 
Hai’bor,  A",  d.:  and  Jennie,  who  married  Samuel 
Kobel  and  lives  at  Millersburg.  Pa.  On  Oct.  12, 
18D).  Dir.  Day  married  (second)  DIargaret  A"eager, 
daughter  of  Christian  A"eager,  a native  of  Ger- 
many. who  lived  at  Geoi'getown  (Dalmatia).  Pa. 
Dir.  Yeager  married  Sarah  Burrell,  vdio  was  from 
Lower  DIahanoy  townshi]),  this  county,  and  they 
had  children:  George.  Alexander.  Sarah,  Peter 
and  DIargaret  (wife  of  Xoah  Day).  Six  children 
were  born  to  Dir.  and  Mrs.  Day:  Clara,  DIrs. 
"Walter  .1.  Leonard:  Cora  DL,  wife  of  Jonathan 
Kunkel.  of  Sunburv;  Jackson,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy: D'irgie  V.,  wife  of  Palph  Bailey,  of  DVil- 
lianisport.  Pa.;  Daisy,  who  died  in  infanev,  and 
D'erlin  E.,  wife  of  Charles  B.  Smith,  a railroader, 
who  has  a daughter,  Geraldine  Elizabeth  (they 
reside  with  DIrs.  Day). 

PATPICK  I'.  KEAPIA"S,  of  Shamokin,  pro- 
prietor ()f  the  “Dlarket  Street  Hotel,"  has  suc- 
ceeded his  father  in  the  business.  The  latter 
was  one  of  the  early  hotel-keepers  of  the  borough, 
and  in  his  day  was  a well  kno\jni  man  and  regarded 
as  one  of  the  public-spirited  citizens  of  Shamokin. 

Patrick  Kearins.  the  father,  was  born  in  1833  in 
Ireland,  and  was  a young  man  when  he  came  to 
America.  He  located  at  Shamokiit  among  the 
early  residents  of  the  ])lace,  and  for  some  time 
followed  inining,  later  engaging  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness. which  he  continued  until  his  death.  He 
took  a great  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  adopted 
town,  and  was  respected  by  the  many  with  wliom 
he  came  in  contact  in  his  business  and  social 
relations.  He  died  in  1898,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
fotir  years,  and  is  buried  at  Shanmkin.  He  was  a 
member  of  St.  Edward's  Catholic  Church.  Dir. 
Kearins  married  Bridget  Kelly,  who  died  Mdten 
still  a young  woman,  the  mother  of  five  childi'en: 
Marv,  wlio  married  Joseph  Simmons;  Katie,  who 
manied  Peter  Feibig;  'riioinas,  who  died  when 
seventeen  years  old;  John,  vdio  is  living  with  his 
brother  Patrick;  and  Patrick  F. 

Patrick  F.  Kearins  was  ixun  at  Sliamokijt  Jan. 
LS.  187  1,  and  received  his  education  tlicre  in  the 
public  and  |>arochial  schools.  Fo)'  about  two 
years  lie  was  employed  at  the  mines,  and  then 
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leained  the  |ti-iiitcr'.>  tr.ide^  at  which  lie  was  en- 
gaged for  about  seven  years  in  all,  until  he  became 
associated  in  the  hotel  liusiness  with  his  father, 
about  two  yea'i's  before  the  latter's  death.  After 
that  event  he  continued  the  business  on  his  own 
account,  buying  the  property  in  1903.  The  loca- 
tion, at  Xos.  32-34  Xorth  Market  street,  is  a 
favorable  one  for  hotel  purposes,  and  ^Ir.  Kearins 
has  held  the  trade  which  his  father  established 
and  increased  it  by  his  own  good  management. 
He  has  a wide  acquaintanceship  and  is  a sub- 
stantial and  respected  man. 

In  A])ril,  1903,  IMr.  Kearins  married  Margaret 
Jones,  daughter  of  Herbert  M.  Jones,  the  latter 
a native  of  Males  who  came  to  .America  and  settled 
in  Shamnkin.  klr.  and  IMrs.  Kearins  have  had  the 
following  children;  klary.  Marguerite  (deceased), 
Patrick  and  John  (the  latter  deceased).  Mr. 
Kearins  is  a member  of  St.  Edward’s  Catholic 
Church  and  a member  of  the  Foresters,  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Hibernians,  and  the  Ped  klen.  He  is  an 
independent  A'oter.  supporting  the  best  man,  re- 
gardless of  party. 

EZPA  P.  JACOBY,  of  Xorthumberland,  now 
serving  as  assistant  yardmaster  for  the  Penns}d- 
vania  Pailway  Company  at  that  point,  has  been 
in  the  employ  of  that  company  continuously  for 
the  long  period  of  forty-three  years,  and  for  over 
a quarter  of  a century  held  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  general  yardmaster.  Mr.  Jacoby  is  of 
German  descent,  his  great-grandfather  having 
been  one  of  the  five  Jacoby  brothers  who  came 
from  Murtemherg,  Germany,  to  this  country,  one 
settling  in  Philadelphia,  on  what  is  now  Jacoby 
street,  so  Jiamed  in  his  honor;  he  conducted  what 
was  known  as  the  ■‘Black  Horse  Hotel.'''  One 
settled  at  Valley  Forge,  and  participated  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Another  settled  on  Durham 
creek,  in  Bucks  county,  Pa.,  and  during  the  war 
sold  his  wheat  to  the  Colonial  Government,  being 
paid  in  Continental  money,  some  of  which  is  still 
treasured  by  members  of  the  family,  IMr.  Ezra 
R.  Jacoby,  of  Xorthumberland,  having  part  of  it. 
The  fourth  brother  settled  near  Allentown,  Pa., 
and  the  fifth  in  Bucks  county,  at  Bursonville. 
The  last  mentioned  had  a son  John  Jacoby,  who  in 
time  became  judge  of  the  county.  His  homestead 
was  near  Bursonville,  on  Durham  creek,  where 
he  had  a stone  mansion  of  Colonial  architecture. 
He  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife  living  to 
the  age  of  104  years. 

Samuel  Jacoby,  son  of  John  Jacoby  by  his  sec- 
ond marriage,  was  horn  iMay  8,  ISOG,  at  the  home- 
stead. In  1S21  he  moved  to  near  klasonville,  in 
the  State  of  Xew  York,  and  continued  to  reside 
in  that  State  until  184G,  when  he  removed  to 
Pennsylvania.  Settling  first  at  Trout  Pun,  in 
Tiycoming  count^■,  he  farmed  there  for  some  years, 
and  then  mo'od  to  Eoyaisock.  .-ame  county,  where 


he  j)assed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at 
Marrensville  March  6,  1901,  in  his  ninety-fifth 
year.  He  is  buried  at  that  place.  Though  a hearty, 
rugged  man  all  his  life,  he  had  lived  retired  for  the 
last  thirty-five  years,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his 
early  industry.  At  the  time  of  his  death  the  flag 
on  the  local  schoolhouse  was  placed  at  half-mast 
as  a mark  of  respect  and  in  recognition  of  his 
useful  citizenship  and  high  character.  His  par- 
ents were  mentbers  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church,  but  he  and  his  family  were  Methodists. 
Mr.  Jacoby  was  married  in  Xew  York  State  to 
Clara  H.  Biel.s,  who  was  born  April  13,  1809, 
daughter  of  John  Biels,  and  died  March  16.  1890. 
They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  sons 
and  four  daughters:  Sarah  (deceased)  man-ied 
Abraham  Altker;  IMary  Augusta  married  Robert 
Abker,  nephew  of  Abraham  Abker ; Chester  (de- 
ceased) lived  in  Cascade  township,  Lycoming 
count}' ; 'William  is  a resident  of  Eoyaisock,  that 
county;  Lucy  died  young;  Alu'aham  is  a farmer  of 
Cascade  township ; Ezra  P.  is  mentioned  below ; 
Rachel  died  when  foui-teen  years  old. 

Ezra  P.  Jacoby  was  born  Oct.  IG,  1845,  near 
Masonville,  X.  Y.,  and  was  six  months  old  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  1’cnn.sylvania.  He  at- 
tended public  school  for  a short  time  during  his 
early  boyhood,  but  his  educaiional  advantages 
were  limited,  and  he  read  and  studied  in  his 
mature  years  to  make  up  for  early  deficiencies. 
After  working  on  the  farm  until  he  was  fourreen 
years  old,  he  was  later  emplo}'od  in  the  lumber 
woods  until  the  fall  of  1SG3,  at  which  time  he  en- 
listed, from  "Williamsport,  Pa.,  in  the  Thnion  army, 
becoming  a niernl)or  of  the  3rd  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania Heavy  Artillery.  Volunteers,  with  which 
he  served  until  August.  18G5.  He  was  in  the  en- 
gagement before  Petersburg. 

On  Xov.  27,  1SG7.  Dir.  Jacoby  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Pennsylvania  Pailwa}-  Company,  with 
which  he  has  since  remained.  He  began  as  brake- 
man,  was  conductor  in  'Williamsport  for  eighteen 
months,  and  then,  in  Dlarch,  1870,  came  to  Sun- 
hury  to  take  the  position  of  yardmaster,  being 
thus  engaged  for  five  years.  From  that  time  until 
1903  he  was  general  yardmaster.  his  service  in 
this  capacitv  being  highly  creditable.  Since  re- 
lieved of  this  responsibility  he  has  been  assistant 
yardmaster  at  Xorthumberland.  During  his  more- 
active  years  ho  had  chai’ge  of  much  important 
work,  and  had  as  many  as  eight  hundred  men 
under  his  supervision  at  times.  He  attained 
his  high  position  through  his  own  efforts,  and  he 
has  held  the  esteem  of  his  associates  and  emplovers 
throughout  his  long  career. 

On  Xov.  12,  1SG5,  Mr.  Jacoby  married  Florence 
i^r.  Brown,  daughter  of  Heman  and  Anna  Bello 
( Snyder)  Brown,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
six  children  : Harry,  now  of  Oil  Citv,  Pa. ; Drueilla. 
who  died  when  fifteen  years  (.hi:  Dora  Belle,  Mrs. 


. >J9;: 


' '%■  ’’^4(  « < / ,/  - . -f  T y^-  ■""  ' ^^5,  I *'‘^V  <!*<njl*3 

H ■ mS:; .•  /two,  w'4' :id$-  im^Um‘  U Simi^  S .si- 

»t!^  ' ..AM  «('«i/VlWrW*ti/lI*  ti4»*  -y,»  '■  >i-'\!'.'.  "'^  J 


.'*1  “•■  • ■»*»'><!>*|I“  wwl  ka»  '<m6ilM#t  l»te«»&tit|f|<ff  W««l  aM*iU<<»  U^'-Jti.  HLd'--.^  '4 


■ivri'f 


ifW(  iiM 

r..l-J,b/)'fj-‘K  ,,  . , ,, 

(it  I’h'iS  :^Xv  J!  VOrt.  fti  It.il’t'Uf.ffI'  W»W  •Aj<.V)tt'^'  , , 

.Ri>-I  ,!fC  lh':jL  uwl  .Mi/f.'iH^ 

.'■'(rj  ,i>fi,  ll■^:tsJi.  fy/i(>  biu:  -.. 

".cc'».  'i»*4  *1 3-;,J:(£i  fb ' )<< m,  '^uo-u^- 
J I'jirt  lurs  { ' J.ai  «H.  : fi  ' ''  ‘ 

-.'T'M'IoJi  j>3'iT 
-•jIj)  •f‘!ji*.3li 
i’iiit«fO'>Xi,l 


|’/T4  '4W*>.iri#t^id^Lfsa  .ft)&rW'''>  ‘ ^H..', 


ji, ' fuiLl  {fittiA. 


'■H0dt):.H- 

■"'  . V .'^■:-  ■•  '.  ii,,' ' ',  '"  ’ ' ■ 

' ' ' loi , ti->j£'ftflicii»Ti^‘^  >4f 


"u<aiy,,St3};  ,yi'  ^/Ti.|i>tr;H'K'»f'^  S fttsS;. 

JJ3ff-0  ■I)!.<>,.^.fi'cr/.f*>/{'f  ??'!■$.  M-f,r  :hi(&({^JyrJ4  <iiUBsp&!dt^ 

d4t'. i3{y4,:irrw^ 


'n>7':-fr0>l  p.8^r  W hfiif  , .'jf 

*!3cf0ii4  ^Ai  m,  bv^ii&}:e»f©  •adt.  ,,i>{o  ' ,3j^fi^*if^;:'iiif5irfij*iil^^  Hs£.  jixwflpMl! 

-;w  !S.4...9«fii  .sfwjte;  tti  kv  IM'  «!jf  J /iiHit  :»r»i;wj7 


-;w  H 11^  ,ibw:  h aiw 'iSSP 


ii?iw  ^ ■ «i0£vi.ija"‘:  Jffi.rf'fe sirf  j Wr^il  .ftf'fjlm 

i ii>'  x.L.'Vn  I-M  '.7:'‘l,y  t 4;>^.«n:*t/  t.^.i'>»l-V  f.,ji..«.^.i;_  « U1, '■  .../’V.  <'■»' ■.>*.»  ,•  r.-ufm,,,  W .,-.-l..-j”  * fr  7r' 


ii?' fct>’fl  iijr  . JifUiiiL  J'il-«|j  ^)^71;|Wf.  wlf-’ QJS^O 


’ • ■ ' "^-’,4,0  'T'.-,  “ i!5  .<CI  ^fc«*  A 

‘is-l  ;^wi3  .^>yfi.Ii^  wJt.od'iT,  fwbJ.' ' “■ 

sou  aacl  *>/i  »»»!"?  fii-/Jf''+#(i  fwi-ujil.  4,'^  ^ . r 


• ,,  , ■ . . • ' .'  f.'  ‘Jf^  "'^7  .VlJriPf., 

^ .aljfhuoCTKii  ■nK.ri 

4n0iif>^«n  riy,m^  Ip,  ■ yl^un  :P7lipfl.. , .axoiiwttoa  iRJa^¥|4^w>krt«m,  4 f)«,f . 

tmis  ■ boi&atffl  dJtstti..>9jf  vaiiit . .aa . fiiwf  hrm  mmMt  ■^r..iru.k^.^:-±-j  r„.i ■ .^1  . 


^ vll.  ,mpi  4%,  mV'  pJiaa  'n. : ^ &:  , iOI.,fe, 


' 'ri  O'  I,wwur»,v  ,4, Ml,.  ..ifuri' 

9fla«;  aMA'\bna;0fi,<u'^H  I0  ,t>^pi;<^S»i.,,^b7/(na:;,;j^^  ba70{m^'^t' ^'v'  MM  lilnsj  <>if)i^y 

'Lml;£'^  l««*  ,.«^  (rt*,«e>,.  #.  ,B«ff 

.(iHtaOTa  ,rf$  ,7^|*(,0  »o,*w(  .-mjaiiawMiifc  I«: 

kSI'M  ,aIfpCl,.,W7^p(T  s biQ  mifitr  tudh  o/tjf  .vViii'uiii 

' ■’  '*  ^ ' -fe 


. ■-*  !•  iij!«.alH? 


W’od'w  :;P3to4T|f  .3>i^'fti>irS'ji)fw^ 


■Ml 


XUirniUMBEULAXl)  COL'ETY,  PEXYSYLYxVXIA 


y(jo 


ChaiE'S  II.  Dodge;  Cliarlotto,  ^[rs.  Samuel  Todd; 
Cliarles,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  Augaistu.?  K., 
a railroad  man.  who  makes  his  home  at  Xorth- 
umherland. 

j Mr.  Jacoby  and  his  family  have  occupied  the 

present  home  on  Front  street,  Xorthumberland, 
i since  April.  1884.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 

( of  the  Presbyterian  Church  there,  and  socially 

he  belongs  to  Lodge  Xo.  22,  F.  & A.  M.,  of  Sun- 
bury;  Chapter  Xo.  174,  P.  A.  M. ; Danville  Com- 
mandery,  Xo.  -37,  Iv.  T. ; and  Bloomshurg  Con- 
' sistory,  thirty-second  degree. 

: JOnX  T).  SWAXGEP,  photographei'  and  aTt 

i dealer,  and  one  of  the  busiest  and  most  popular 

I of  the  younger  citizens  and  business  men  of 

Milton,  Pa.,  is  a native  of  Franklin  county,  born 
at  Lurgan,  in  1883,  son  of  Daniel  D.  and  Mary 
E.  (Long)  Swanger. 

, Daniel  D.  Swanger  is  one  of  the  prominent  and 

i best  knoAvn  men  in  Franklin  county.  For  many 

i years  he  taught  school,  for  twenty-five  years  filled 

I the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace)  and  for  several 

years  was  president  of  the  Lurgan  Mutual  Fire 
J Insurance  Co.  At  the  present  time  he  is  engaged 
as  a merchant  at  Lurgan.  He  married  Mary  E. 

1 , Long,  and  their  children  born  to  them  are : Libby, 
! Bruce,  Hanw,  Ellis,  Anna,  Thomas  and  John  D. 
i John  D.  Swanger  attended  the  schools  in  his 

' native  town,  and  for  a time  v;as  emplo3"cd  by  his 

I father.  He  then  left  home,  going  to  Shippensburg, 

, Cumberland  county,  where  he  learned  photography 
i under  C.  A.  Coodhart.  In  1902  he  opened  a 
studio  at  Peynoldsville,  .Jefferson  county,  and  for 
; two  and  a half  years  carried  it  on  successfully. 

! He  then  came  to  Milton,  and  accepted  a position 

: with  II.  B.  ^Montgomery,  and  later  bought  out  his 

employer.  Since  then  lie  has  carried  on  the  busi- 
I ness  alone,  and  so  well  has  he  succeeded  that  he 

I has  little  time  for  anything  but  his  work.  He 

; -studies  constantly  to  perfect  himself  in  all  the  new 

{ and  most  scientific  methods,  and  he  has  won  an 

•enviable  reputation.'  Ho  is  a member  of  the  State 
j Photographers’  Association.  Fraternally  he  be- 

; longs  to  the  "Woodmen. 

! IMr.  Swanger  married  Carrie  E.  Billmeyer, 

; daughter  of  Henry  Billmeyer,  of  an  old  and  prom- 

I inent  family  of  Xorthumherlami  and  IMoutour 

eounties.  They  attend  the  Trinity  Lutheran 
! Church.  Mr.  Swanger  has  been  a reside7it  of 

' Milton  but,  com})aratively  speaking,  a few  years. 

I yet  he  has  shown  himself  a citizen  of  genuine 

: worth.  He  is  a member  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 

•and  takes  an  interest  in  its  work  as  well  as  in  all 
I movements  that  look  to  the  growth  and  dovelop- 
, ment  of  the  borough. 

! EMOPY  L.  l^riLLEP,  a young  business  man 

of  Shamokin  who  is  making  a success  as  a con- 
tractor and  builder,  was  born  Dec.  29,  1883,  at 


Auau.stavillo,  this  county,  soti  of  Hiram  P.  Miller. 
His  grandfather, 

George  Miller,  who  is  commonly  called  ‘Hlunter 
George,”  immigrated  front  Germany  sonte  ttme  in 
1700.  He  settled  near  Hamburg,  Berks  Co.,  Pa., 
He  had  several  children,  but  nothing  is  known 
of  them  by  his  descendants  with  the  exception  of 
John  l\Iiller,  tvho  settled  in  Shamokin  township, 
X'orlhttmberland  county,  prior  to  1785.  He  owned 
about  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  land  situated  upon 
the  Centre  pike.  He  built  his  log  house  oti  Ihe 
south  side  of  the  road  opjtosite  where  George  W. 
Miller  later  made  his  home.  Iti  178.5  he  married 
Catherine  Palter,  who  was  horn  Sept.  20.  1769, 
and  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters: 
George  and  David,  both  deceased;  Elizaheth,  who 
was  twice  married,  first  to  a Mr.  Pockefeller  and 
later  to  a IMr.' "Wilbour ; and  Sarah,  who  married 
a Mr.  Miller.  Before  his  death  .John  Millet- 
divided  liis  property  between  his  sons,  David  tak- 
ing the  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley  and 
George  that  on  the  north  side. 

David  Jliller,  son  of  George,  lived  in  Shamokin 
township,  X'ortlturabcrland  county,  and  followed 
farming.  He  married  Grace  Jones,  attd  their 
childrctt  were:  Solomon,  Jefferson,  Jlaria  (married 
Pettheit  Kline),  Posania  (ntarried  Farnsworth 
Peed),  Louisa  (married  Jacob  Gonser)  and  Hi- 
ram P. 

Hiratn  P.  Millor,  born  July  14,  1835.  died  May 
4,  1894,  and  is  buried  at  the  AugustaVille  stone 
church.  He  tvas  a miller  by  trade.  His  wife, 
Imcy  A.  Startzel,  born  Jan.  31.  1846,  now  re- 
sides in  Sunbury.  They  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  tiamely : Maria  A.,  horn  Sept.  15.  1SG6  ; 
George  Y.,  June  15,  1868;  Herbert  A.,  June  28, 
1812  : Bertha,  Xov.  19,  1885  (died  young);  and 
Entoi'v  L.,  Dec.  29,  1883. 

George  Startzel,  father  of  Jlrs.  Lucy  A.  (Start- 
zel) Miller,  lived  near  Paxinos,  in  Shamokin 
township,  this  county,  and  died  at  Snydertowti, 
that  township.  Ho  married  Ellen  Adams,  daugh- 
ter of  Casper  Adams,  and  to  them  were  born  the 
following  children:  David,  Daniel,  Peter,  George 
A.,  Jlaty,  Lucy  A.  and  Harriet. 

Entory  L.  Miller  received  his  early  editcation 
in  the  pttblic  schools  and  later  attended  Bttcknell 
Academy,  at  Lewisburg,  after  which  he  took  a 
ctuu’so  at  Syracuse  University,  graduating  from 
that  institution  in  1906.  ^Meantime,  however,  he 
had  leartted  the  carpenter's  trade  with  IVilliant 
Sitnpson,  Sttnhury,  and  followed  that  line  of 
work  for  some  seven  years  before  he  entered  col- 
lege. After  his  graduation  he  located  iit  the  bor- 
ough of  Shamokin,  where  he  has  since  heen 
established  iit  htisiue.ss  as  a contractor  and  huildor. 
He  has  had  the  contracts  for  a numlier  of  substan- 
tial and  important  buildiitgs  in  the  locality,  having 
erected  the  S.  0.  Pt'cd  at)d  fk  M.  Adams  residences 
iit  19<>9:  the  “lloss  Hotel,”  (he  Dlarheft  building 
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aiul  the  residence  ut  J.  C.  'Brown,  all  in  Slianio- 
kin.  He  drew  the  plans  for  the  Kleckner  business 
college  at  Sunbur},  and  drew  the  plans  for  the  L 
0.  0.  F.  building  at  Trevorton,  which  he  also  con- 
structed. Ili.s  reliability  and  iitness  for  the  work 
are  best  shown  in  the  nature  of  the  contracts  in- 
trusted to  him,  and  his  best  recoinniendation  is  his 
work  itself. 

On  March  21,  IDlOj  i\[r.  l\Iiller  married  Minnie 
S.  Crone.  They  reside  at  A'o.  510  Xorth  First 
street,  Shamokin.  He  is  a Lutheran  in  religion, 
a member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  belongs  to  the 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  fraternity  of  Syracuse  Uni- 
versity. 

T.  Herman  Crone,  father  of  i^^rs.  Miller,  was 
born  at  Trevorton,  Xorthumberland  Co..  Pa.,  was 
a butcher  by  occupation,  and  died  in  Shanujkin, 
this  county,  Sept.  1,  1S9G.  He  married  Emma 
Srveitzer,  daughter  of  John  'Sweitzer,  a native  of 
Germany,  and  to  their  union  were  born  tliree 
daughters:  l\[arv,  who  is  at  home iMinnie  S.,  Jlrs. 
Miller;  and  Bessie,  at  home. 

BEXJAMIX  I.  EVAXS,  of  i^lount  Carmel, 
Xorthumberland  county,  inspector  of  the  Fifteenth 
Anthracite  Inspection  District  of  Pennsylvania, 
holds  a responsible  relation  to  the  eight  thousand 
mine  woi’kers  employed  in  the  twelve  collieries 
over  which  he  has  jurisdiction.  He  has  been  a 
mine  worker  all  his  life,  practically,  and  is  well 
versed  in  the  duties  of  his  position,  the  import- 
ance of  his  work  and  the  obligation  under  which 
it  puts  him  to  serve  his  fellbwmen  to  the  best  of 
his  ability. 

Mr.  Evans  is  a native  of  Yales,  born  in  1SG2, 
and  was  eighteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  Am- 
erica. His  first  location  was  at  irinersville, 
Schuylkill  Co..  Pa.,  where  he  followed  mining  for 
about  ten  year.y.  after  which  he  became  foreman 
of.  the  colliery  at  Mabanoy  Plane.  'He  occupied 
that  position  about  five  years,  and  his  next  ex- 
perience was  at  Buck  Mountain,  Schuylkill  county, 
also  as  foreman,  whence  he  changed  to  the  Maria 
colliery,  at  l\rahanoy  City,  for  two  years.  He  came 
to  Mount  Carmel  in  September,  190;?.  and  has 
since  made  his  home  in  that  borough.  l\rr.  Evans 
took  the  examinatifm  to  f|ualifv  for  State  mine 
inspector  in  1902.  at  Pottsville,  and  passed  with  a 
high  grade.  He  has  since  j)assed  other  examina- 
tions, in  190;3,  1906  and  1908,  continuing  to  hold 
his  position  through  merit  and  eminent  fitness 
for  its  duties.  He  is  thoroughly  conversant  with 
its  responsibilities  and  has  proved  himself  compe- 
tent to  inspect  and  report  upon  the  twelve  collieries 
in  his  care,  in  which  a total  of  almut  eight  thou- 
sand people  are  engaged.  His  integrity  and  fair- 
ness, and  a high  sense  of  honor,  have  marked  his 
performance  of  the  trust  he  has  so  long  held,  and 
he  is  not  onlv  well  but  favorably  known  through- 
out the  local  coal  field. 


l\Ir.  E\’ans  was  married  to  ('barlotte  Baer,  and 
to  them  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Elizabeth 
A.,  now  the  wife  of  Frederick  Persing,  of  iMouut 
Carmel.  They  reside  at  Xo.  24  Xorth  Miaiile 
street,  IMount  Carmel,  where  i^[r.  Evans  main- 
tains his  office  also.  Socially  he  is  a member  of 
the  Elks  and  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  politics  he  is  a 
Pepublican. 

\^'1LL1A^[  II.  DUXKELBEPGER  has  been 
established  in  business  at  Suiibury  for  only  a few 
years,  but  his  store  has  a wide  reputation,  being 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  central  Pennsylvania  and 
carrying  a stock  noted  for  completeness.  i\lr. 
Dunkelberger  is  located  at  Xo.  4:34  Market  street, 
in  the  heart  of  the  business  district  of  the  borough, 
and  is  engaged  as  a dealer  in  floor  coverings, 
tapestries 'and  upholstery  goods  of  all  kinds,  lie 
is  one  of  the  younger  element,  having  been  born 
April  8,  1880,  at  IMiddleburg.  Snvder  Co.,  Pa., 
and  is  of  AYrthumberland  county  stock,  his  grand- 
father, John  Dunkelberger,  having  been  a farmer 
in  Little  IMahanoy  township.  John  Dunkelberger 
was  married  three  times,  and  had  six  children  "bv 
one  union,  namely;  Cornelius,  Henry.  Lewis,  Sain- 
uel,  Lizzie  (who  never  married)  and  Mrs.  Henrv 
Peifer. 

Cornelius  Dunkelberger.  father  of  Yilliam  11. 
Dunkelberger,  was  born  in  18:39  in  Little  Ma- 
hanoy  township,  and  spent  a number  of  rears  in 
Xorthuml)crland  county.  Later  Im  moved  to  Snv- 
der county,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
having  long  Iicen  a resident  of  Middleburg  and 
one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  that  jdace,  active 
in  business,  political  and  elmreh  ■'•ireles.  In  fact, 
he  has  been  an  enthusiastic  worker  and  a leader 
in  every  line  wdiich  has  claimed  his  interest.  For 
a number  of  years  he  was  a prosperous  grain,  coal 
and  lumber  merchant.  Since  1884  he  has  been 
connected  with  the  United  States  internal  revenue, 
service  at  that  point.  In  the  year  named  he  was 
ap])ointed  storekeeper  and  gauger,  later  deputv 
collector,  and  has  been  in  the  Government  service 
since  1SS8.  He  has  long  been  active  in  the  lle- 
publican  party  in  his  localitv,  having  been  com- 
mitteeman from  Franklin  township,  Snvder  coun- 
ty, for  some  years,  county  chairman,  and  frcf|uent- 
Iv  delegate  to  county  and  state  conventions.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  one  of  the  most  energetic 
workers  in  the  United  Evangelical  Church  of 
Middleburg,  in  which  he  holds  membership,  hav- 
ing been  long  su]>crintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  a class-leader,  exhortcr.  etc.,  in  fact,  one  of 
the  pillars  of  the  congregation.  He  married  Har- 
riet Sechrist,  daughter  of  Henry  Sechrist.  who 
lived  near  Port  Treverton,  Snyder  county,  and 
they  have  a family  of  six  childien.  namelv:  Ella 
married  J.  I.  Acher  and  thev  live  near  Port  Trever- 
ton : Elizabeth  mari'icd  J.  P.  Kreeger,  'of  Middle- 
burg;  Diary  married  Di-.  J,  G.  Salbula,  of  Penton. 


..fuji; 

'I  "/o  ,0;' 

■ ■ ‘jW 

' ' .1:qv- 

\‘r 

M'.'ija 

■ ;il  fii 

■‘■w.Vf'i 

i 

(TIiM.f 
'fi'-.M.iti  ft. 
M::.-,  ,Td) 

: . \ 

! ''I 

■:  i' 

. •>. i.ilnA 

hiiul 

•!!,’!  Iff.. 

i.;  • i , '*T 


' ’ ' ?i:d 

■.".V  'M'U.i 

,'  n!  1?! 

rv 

.ifk 

. liiii.'f 
li'O 

M.'f'.li  oi 
!'.aooni-. 
■.'U 

i'  Mi  -;rA  . 

I!'  o.t  'iJl'lJ 
■';!  isi  ., 

'■  li  K 

.-d  Ml 


xoirrii r^i hki.-laxh  coux'I’y,  pkxxsylwvx i a 


I’a. ; (jterti'iuX'  ami  Lillian  are  unmarried;  ''A’ilUam 
H.  is  a resident  of  Sunlpiuy. 

William  II.  Dunkelderfrer  received  his  education 
in  the  })uhlic  scIihoIs  of  Aliddlcbm'fr'.  At  an  early 
age  he  begaii  clerking  in  a general  store  at  Lecvis- 
town,  Alilllin  Co.,  l*a..  and  was  thus  engaged  for 
thirteen  years,  laying  a thorough  foundation  for 
his  future  career,  becoming  familiar  with  the  de- 
tails of  merchandising  atid  business  methods  and 
gaining  an  insight  into  the  c.xecutive  branch  of 
the  business  which  has  proved  most  valuable  to  hint 
in  his  independent  venturr.  Tn  IfiOT  he  com- 
menced on  his  own  account  at  his  piesent  location 
in  Sunbury,  and  he  made  a success  from  the 
start.  He  has  worked  hard  to  place  his  business 
on  a substantial  foundation,  and  he  deserves  the 
large  sjtare  of  patronage  which  has  come  to  him. 

On  Feb.  3^  1903,  Air.  Dunkclberger  married 
XYllie  Crawford,  daughter  of  Alljert  and  Alargaret 
(Sheejj)  Crawford,  who  lived  near  Alilton,  Xorth- 
umberlahd  county,  and  they  have  had  one  son. 
William  Crawford.  The  family  are  members  of 
the  P'irst  Presbyterian  Church- of  Sunbury.  Sn- 
cially  Air.  Dunkelberger  unites  with  Lodge  Xo. 
22,  F.  & A.  Af.,  of  Sunbury,  with  Xorthumber- 
land  Eoyal  Arch  Chapter.  Xo.  1T4.  also  of  Sun- 
burv,  and  the  B.  P.  0.  E.  Lodge  Xo.  ’2GT.  of  Sun- 
buiT. 

JOSEPH  EEASTUS  A.  SOAVEPS,  of  Shamo- 
kin,  foreman  for  the  Alount  Carmel  Iron  Com- 
pany, was  born  Aug.  19,  18PA,  in  Spring  ('it\'. 
Chester  Co..  Pa.,  in  which  county  the  family  has 
been  established  for  some  time.  Ilis  grandfather. 
Joseph  Sowers,  was  a native  of  Germany,  and 
came  thence  to  America  many  years  ago.  settling 
near  Spring  City.  He  followed  farming,  and 
continued  to  reside  there  until  his  death.  His 
children  were  Erastu.s,  Alahlon  and  Abner. 

Abner  Sowers,  son  of  Joseph,  was  horn  on  his 
fathers  farm  in  Chester  county.  He  lived  prin- 
cipally at  Royer’s  Foi'd,  Alontgomery  county, 
where  he  followed  farming  for  some  years,  later 
working  in  a mill.  He  died  in  18G0.-  Air.  Sowers 
married  Elizabeth  Taney,  also  a member  of  a 
Chester  county  family,  of  Fi’cnch  descent,  and'  to 
them  were  horn  three  children:  Joseph  Erastus 
A.;  Charles,  ^rho  died  young:  and  Annie,  now  de- 
ceased. who  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  Henry  Chapman, 
an  Episcopal  minister.  After  the  death  of  her 
husband  Airs.  Sowers  married  AVilliam  AVilco.v. 
who  is  now  also  deceased,  and  bv  that  union  had 
two  children.  AVh'lliam  and  Annie,  the  former  now 
a resident  of  Bethlehem.  Pennsylvania. 

Joseph  Erastus  A.  Sowers  attended  public 
school  at  Xorristown.  Alontgomery  couniy,  and 
commenced  to  work  in  the  rolling  mills  tliore. 
Thence  he  went  to  Pottsville.  where  he  learned 
the  molder’s  trade,  continuing  to  follow  it  nntil 
he  enlisted  for  service  in  the  Civil  war.  Tn  18G1 
he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  9Gth  Regiment,  Penn- 


.syhania  \’ohinteer  Infantsw.  from  which  he  was 
transferred  to  the  52d  Pennsylvania,  regiment,  and 
he  held  the  rank  of  sergeant  throughout  his  service. 
H('  was  under  Genei'al  AfcClcllan  and  took  an 
aclive  |)art  in  the  Peninsular  campaign,  and  in  the 
operations  in  Xorth  and  South  Carolina,  tb.e  bat- 
tles in  which  he  was  engaged  including  AAilliams- 
burg.  Fair  Oaks.  Seven  Pines,  Bolten  Bridge. 
Alalvern  Hill,  AVhite  Oak  Swamp,  James  Island, 
Fort  Sumter,  Yorktown,  Fort  AA'agner,  Alorris  Is- 
land, Bull  Island,  and  Fort  Johnson,  where  he 
was  captured  July  3,  1SG4.  He  was  taken  to 
Charleston  and  thence  to  Andersonville,  where 
he  was  held  three  months,  from  there  going  to 
Florcm-c,  where  he  was  kept  two  month';  before 
receiving  his  juirole.  He  was  discharged  X'ov.  27. 
1SG4,  after  three  years  and  five  months  of  ser- 
vice. ' “ 

Returning  to  Pottsville.  Pa.,  Air.  Sowers  worked 
there  one  year  and  then  went  to  Port  Carbon, 
where  he  took  charge  of  the  foundry  for  J.  R. 
Boyer.  He  held  that  position  for  several  vears. 
at  the  end  of  which  time  he  had  a chance  to  bet- 
ter himself,  becoming  foreman  of  the  molding  de- 
])artment  in  the  estaldishment  of  John  Alullcn  cl' 
Son,  at  Shamokin,  Dec.  21,  1875.  He  retnained 
with  this  linn  for  the  long  period  of  thirtv  vears. 
and  has  since  held  his  present  position,  being  now 
foreman  for  the  Alount  Carmel  Iron  Coinpanv. 
Intelligent,  faithful  and  conscientious.  Air.  Sowers 
stands  high  among  his  fellow  workmen  as  well  as 
with  his  employers,  and  he  is  a respected  citizen 
of  the  borough,  in  which  ho  has  so  long  made  his 
home.  He  is  a well  known  memlier  of  the  Alasonic 
fraternity,  holding  membership  in  Shamokin 
Tjodge,  Xo.  255,  F.  d A.  AI. : Shamokin  Chapter. 
Xo.  2G4,  R.  A.  AI. : Shamokin  Commanderv.  X'o. 
77.  X.  T. : AA'illiamsport  Consistory,  thiidv-second 
degree:  Rajah  Temple.  A.  A.  0.  X.  AI.  S..  of 
Reading  (to  which  he  transferred  in  1911  from 
Ireni  d’emple,  of  ACilkes-Barre)  : and  the  Temple 
Club,  of  Shamokin.  He  also  belongs  to  Lincoln 
Post,  Xo.  140,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is  a Re- 
publican. 

On  Oct.  25,  ISGG,  Air.  Sowers  married  Ella 
Lord,  daughter  of  Henrv  Lord,  of  Pottsville,  Pa. 
''I’heir  home  is  at  Xo.  1101  A'ine  street,  Shamokin. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  four 
surviving,  namely:  Harry,  a machinist,  in  the  cm- 
plov  of  John  Alullcn  X Son  (he  mari-ied  Katie 
Aliller  and  has  two  children,  Essie  and  Frank)  : 
Elizabeth:  Haney  B..  a moldei-  also  in  the  cm]ilov 
of  John  Alullcn  iv  Son  (he  married  Frances  Burn- 
er) ; and  Ella  Alay. 

CLAREXCE  X.  AIARTZ.  blacksmith  and 
wheelwright  at  Pa.xinos.  YXilhumherland  couniv. 
belongs  to  a family  wdiich  has  Geen  settled  in  this 
countv  for  over  a ceuturv.  Iieing  a sen  of  Frank- 
lin Alarlz  and  grandson  of  David  Al  iriz. 

David  Alartz  was  bom  O'  t.  15,  1802,  in  Lower 
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Augii?;ta  tov/nship,  Is'ortliiiiiiijevlauil  county,  and 
(lied  X'ov.  11,  1855.  Shoniy  after  liis  marriage 
he  located  at  Paxinos  and  owned  and  operated  a 
fulling  mill  tlieye,  being  quite  successful  in  busi- 
ness. lie  -was  a respected  man,  and  for  many 
years  was  chosen  to  serve  as  justice  of  the  peace 
at  Paxinos.  His  wife,  Hannah  (Evert),  born 
Oct.  G,  1804,  died  June  9,  1880,  and  they  are 
buried  at  the  Blue  church  in  Palpho  township. 
Their  children  were:  Eliza  died  unmarried; 

Henry,  who  was  a teacher,  died  unmarried ; Mar- 
garet married  David  Adams;  Sarah  married 
Emanuel  Artman ; Franklin  is  mentioned  below; 
Mary  married  Albert  Fisher;  David  P.  is  a resi- 
dent of  Palplio  township,  this  county;  John,  twin 
of  David,  is  deceased;  Hannalt  married  Jackson 
Hoffman : Susan  died  c'oung. 

Franklin  Martz,  son  of  David,  was  born  Dec. 
12,  1835,  in  Xorthumberland  county,  was  reared 
upon  a farm  and  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
following  both  farming  and  carpentry.  He  died 
near  Paxinos,  on  his  farm,  in  JuH,  1887,  and  is 
buried  at  the  Bhie  church.  ' His  wife,  DIargaret 
(Fislier),  a native  of  Xorthumberland  county, 
daughter  of  John  Fisher,  still  survives,  residing 
at  Paxinos.  She  is  a member  of  the  German  Ee- 
formed  Church,  as  was  also  ^Ir.  Jfartz.  They 
were  the  parents  of  a large  family,  five  of  whom 
are  living:  Edward  H. ; William,  who  lives  in 
Shamokin;  Bertha  M.,  married  to  Frank  Wertley; 
Catherine  A.,  married  to  William  KTiegbaum; 
and  Clarence  K. 

Clarence  1\.  Martz  was  born  April  0,  1873.  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  home 
locality  and  was  reared  upon  the  farm  until 
he  readied  the  age  of  nineteen.  At  that  time  he 
went  to  Elysburg  to  learn  the  ti’ade  of  blacksmith 
Avith  Joseph  Lynn,  remaining  there  for  a period  of 
five  years,  after  cvhicli  he  went  to  Shamokin  for  a 
year.  After  that  he  carried  on  a farm  in  con- 
nection Avith  his  trade  for  some  time,  and  in  1902 
began  business  at  his  present  ytand,  in  Paxinos. 
Avhere  he  has  been  doinffbusinesscontinuouslvsince. 
It  is  a fine  location,  and  he  has  built  up  a profit- 
able custom,  doing  a general  blacksmith  and  Avheel- 
Avright  business.  In  1907  he  admitted  William  E. 
Fisher  to  a partnership  in  the  business,  the  firm 
being  knoAvn  as  IMartz  Y Fisher.  IMr.  Jlartz  has 
served  his  toAvnship  in  the  capacity  of  supervisor, 
which  office  he  has  held  for  three  years.  He  is  a 
Eepublican  in  (lolitics  and  in  religion  a Lutheran, 
belonging  to  St.  Jacob's  (Feed’s)  Church.  So- 
cially he  holds  membership  in  the  P.  0.  S.  of  A. 
and  in  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

IVlr.  Martz  married  Julia  A.  Epler,  daughter  of 
Amos  Epler,  of  Shamokin  township,  and  to  this 
union  have  been  born  tAvo  children,  namelv:  Clara 
and  Fred. 

PETEE  F.  CULP,  now  of  Sunhury,  made  hi« 
home  on  his  farm  in  Enc-kcfdler  township  from 


lSi»l  until  his  recent  removal  to  the  borouorh.  He 
is  employed  as  car  inspector  in  the  yards  of  the 
I’ennsylvania  Eailroad  Cornpan}'  at  Sunbury,  his 
•service  Avith  the  company  coA'ering  over  thirty 
years — since  1877.  IMr.  Culp  Avas  born  Xoax  14, 
1850,  in  Avhat  was  then  known  as  Augusta  toAvn- 
ship,  Xorthumberland  county,  son  of  Peter  Culp, 
grandso]!  of  Henry  Culp  (or  Kolb)  and  great- 
grandson  of  Conrad  Culp,  Avho  Avas  born  in  tlie 
year  17G1  and  died  April  8,  1S4G,  aged  about 
eightv-five  years.  He  lived  in  Augusta  (noAv  Up- 
per Augusta)  toAvnship,  Avhere  he  had  the  farm 
now  owned  by  a IMr.  Haas.  His  Avife,  Magdalena, 
born  in  1761,  died  Feb.  9,  1849.  Their  children 
Avere  Mrs.  Stophel  Sterner  and  Heirry. 

Henry  Culp  (or  Kolb)  Avas  a native  of  one  of 
the  loAver  counties  of  Pennsylvania,  born  March 
10,  1791,  and  Avas  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  in 
his  section  of  Xorthumberland  county,  where  he 
located  on  Avhat  is  knoAvn  as  the  old  Pike  (Tul- 
pehocken ) road,  about  tAvo  miles  east  of  Sunbury. 
He  OAvned  a farm  in  Augusta  (now  Upper  Au- 
gusta) toAvnship,  Avhich  has  since  l)een  divided  into 
seA'eral  tracts.  He  lost  considerable  of  his  estate 
through  the  shrinkage  of  Continental  currency. 
His  death  occurred  Sept.  11,  1833,  and  he  is 
Imried  at  Sunbury.  He  Avas  a member  of  the 
German  Eeformecl  Church.  His  Avife,  Saloma, 
born  in  February,  1790,  died  April  15,  1835.  They 
Avere  the  parents  of  the  followiiAg  children:  Ben- 
jamin lived  in  CraAvford  county.  Pa.;  William 
lived  in  Millersburg,  Elkhart  Co.,  Inch,  and  there 
are  still  many  Kolps,  Kolbs,  Colbs  and  Colps  in 
that  county,  descendants  of  this  family;  Samuel 
died  at  Shamokin,  Pa.;  Charles  lived  at  Ashland, 
Pa.,  where  he  conducted  a hotel;  Hettie  (Esther) 
married  a Mr.  Brobst  and  they  lived  at  McEAvens- 
ville.  Pa. ; Sarah  married  Henry  Kniss  (avIiq  had  a 
brother  Peter),  of  Eockefeller  toAvnship,  Avhere  he 
folloAved  farming;  Peter  is  mentioned  beloAv. 

Peter  Culp,  son  of  Henry,  Avas  born  April  22, 
1811,  and  lived  and  died  in  Avhat  'is  uoav  Upper 
Augusta  toAAUiship.  His  birth  and  death  occurred 
on  the  same  farm.  He  followed  farming  all  his 
life,  and  died  at  a comparatively  early  age.  Sept. 
5.  1850.  He  is  buried  in  the  Union  cemetery  at 
Sunhury.  His  Avife,  Gertrude  Tjantz,  Avas  a daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  and  (Magdalene  (IMartz)  Lantz,  lior 
father  a foremost  citizen  of  Eockefeller  toAA'iiship. 
(Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Culp  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: Susan,  who  married  William  Weitzel  (both 
are  deceased);  Henry,  late  of  Sunbury;  Samuel, 
of  Sunbury  (he  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  Avar)  : 
David,  AA'ho  died  AA'hilc.  .^eiwing  in  the  army  durimr 
the  Civil  Avar:  Eichard,  also  a soldier  in  the  Civil 
Avar,  Avho  liA'ed  and  died  in  Sunbury;  Albert  S. ; 
and  Peter  F. 

Peter  F.  Culp  Avas  trained  from  boyhood  to 
farm  life,  and  ha.s  alAA'ays  retained  his  interest  in 
agricultural  (Aur-uits.  Since  1877  ho  ha.«  been  an 
employee  of  the  Pcnn.sylvania  Eailroad  Company, 
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being  engaged  as  car  inspecto]-  at  the  Sunbury 
yards.  In  1891  he  settled  on  his  ninet}'-acre 
farm  in  Kockefeller  township,  which  was  formerly 
the  old  Judge  Abraham  Shipman  homestead,  and 
for  ten  years,  he  owned  and  operated  the  Judge 
Shipman  grist  and  saw  mill,  which  stood  on  his 
ptroperty.  lie  is  an  energetic  and  active  man,  and 
though  occupied  with  his  business  interests  has 
found  time  for  public  service  and  social  pleasures. 
Eor  twenty-three  years  he  held  the  office  of  school 
director,  serving  over  fifteen  years  as  secretary  of 
the  board.  He  has  long  been  a working  member 
of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served  a num- 
ber of  times  as  delegate  to  the  county  conventions. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  iJeformed 
Church,  and  he  was  choir  leader  of  the  Lantz 
Church  (named  after  his  grandfather)  for  over 
twelve  years.  Eecentlv  he  and  his  wife  took  a 
month’s  tri])  through  the  West.  They  came  to 
Sunbury  April  3,  1911,  and  reside  at  Xo.  1,373 
East  IMarket  street. 

In  1873  Hr.  Culp  married  Anna  Heilman, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  iMargaret-  (Smeltzer)  Heil- 
man, and  they  have  had  a family  of  eight  chil- 
dren: Gertrude,  who  married  Jacob  Drumm  ; Har-- 
garet.,  wife  of  Ed.  Bartholomew,  of  Sunbury; 
Creighton  Glenn,  who  married  Gertrude  Header, 
and  resides  in  Sunbury  ; Peal  A^ernon,  who  mar- 
ried Alary  Hewett.  and  lives  in  Sunbury ; L’oyal 
Palmer,  who  married  Stella  Lvtle  and  farms  the 
homestead  place  in  Ilockefeller  township ; Albert 
Bernard,  who  married  Ethel  AVeitzeh  and  lives  in 
Eockefeller  township : Bessie  Blanche,  and  Bryan 
Darlington. 

Daniel  Heilman,  father  of  Airs.  Culp,  was  born 
Jan.  2G,  17.95,  in  Xorthampton  county.  Pa.,  and 
came  to  Xorthum-berland  county  about  1830.  set- 
tling in  Lower  Augusta  township  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  his  granddaughter,  Alargaret  Anna 
(Heilman),  wife  of  Eobert  Charles.  Here  he  died 
April  39,  1875.  He  served  as  a soldier  during 
the  war  of  1813-15.  Air.  Heilman  was  employed 
as  a cabinetmaker,  .carpenter  and  undertaker.  In 
politics  he  was  a Democrat,  in  religious  connec- 
tion a devout  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
serving  many  years  in  the  church  council.  Hi,=^ 
first  wife,  Gertraut  (Diehl),  born  Jan.  18,  1793. 
died  Oct.  23,  IS-IG,  and  his  second  wife.  Alargaret 
(Smeltzer),  of  Lower  Augusta  township,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Smeltzer.  who  came  from  Stone  Ahilley. 
and  widow  of  Christopher  IJmmeh  died  Jan.  5. 
18SS,  aged  seventy-three  years,  three  months, 
sixteen  days.  Air.  Heilman  and  both  his  wives  are 
buried  at  the  Augustaville  Lutheran  and  Ee- 
formed  Church.  Airs.  Heilman  was  a member 
of  the  Eeformed  congregation.  'fen  children 
were  born  to  the  fir.'t  marriage;  Lydia.  Airs. 
Henry  H.  Alalick;  Hannah,  Airs.  AYilliam  Alaliek: 
Gertrude,  Airs.  Henry  Savage;  Jeremiali.  of  Xe- 
brasku;  Ihiniel  D. ; Alaria,  Airs.  Hiram  Bloom; 


Ifsthor,  Airs.  Andrew  Hauck  (they  live  in  Kan- 
sas) ; John;  and  two  who  died  young.  There 
were  two  children  by  the  second  union : Anna, 
Airs.  Peter  F.  Cul]3,  and  Isaiah  A.,  of  Kansas. 

Daniel  D.  Heilman,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born 
in  Lower  Augusta  township  Dec.  25,  1839,  and 
died  on  his  farm  there  June  30,  190-1.  He  was 
a farmer,  but  also  followed  the  carpenter’s  trade 
and  undertaking.  In  1S5G  he  married  Elizabeth 
Hauck,  who  was  born  Xov.  15,  1831,  daughter 
of  David  and  Anna  (Lantz)  Hauck,  and  died 
Oct.  11,  1005.  Air.  and  Airs.  Heilman  are  buried 
at  the  Augustaville  Church.  They  had  four  chil- 
dren : Alargaret  Anna,  wife  of  Eobert  Charles ; 
Clara  Elizabeth,  Airs.  A.  J.  Smith:  Dr.  D.  Frank- 
lin, of  Alorthumberland ; and  John  Calvin,  avIio 
was  accidentally  killed  in  Indiana,  Avhen  twenty- 
five  years  old: 

Albeut  S.  Culp,  son  of  Peter  and  brother  ,of 
Peter  F.  Culp,  was  born  Xov.  39,  ISIS,  and  lived 
near  the  Lantz  Church,  in  Eockefeller  toevnship, 
AA'here.he  owned  a piece  of  property.  He  was  a 
car  inspector  for  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  Com- 
pany at  Sunbury,  Avhere  he  vras  accidentally  killed, 
while  on  duty.  Alarch  IG,  1883.  He  is  buried  at 
Lantz’s  Church.  His  wife,  Annie  K.  (Hower), 
now  (1910)  fifty-eight  years  old,  survives,  making 
her  home  with  her  sons.  Four  children  Avere 
born  to  Air.  and  Airs.  Culp : Samuel  E.,  aa-Iio  i.'^ 
unmarried  ; Charles  L. ; Sarah  G.,  Avho  died  aged 
tAvelve  years ; and  Alary  K.,  aaEo  married  Eev. 
E.  L.  Kistler,  a Lutheran  minister  located  near 
Sunbury,  Avho  died  in  the  spring  of  1911. 

Charles  L.  Culp,  son  of  Albert  S.  Culp,  AA~as 
born  Sept.  10,  1S7-L  in  Eockefeller  toAvnship.  For 
over  fifteen  years  he  Avas  in  the  employ  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Eailroad  Company,  in  the  spring 
of  1909  commencing  farming  on  his  own  account 
in  Eockefeller  toAvnship.  he  and  his  brother  Sam- 
uel E.  purchasing  the  llG-acre  tract  formerlv 
knoAvn  as  the  George  AI.  Kelly  farm.  They  are 
cultivating  this  land,  and  Air.  Culp  makes  a 
specialty  of  dairying,  selling  his  milk  AA'holesale 
in  Sunbury.  Ho  is  an  enterprising  and  progress- 
iA'e  young  man,  and  has  accompli.shed  consider- 
able even  in  the  short  period  he  has  devoted  him- 
self to  agricultural  work.  In  1897  he  married 
Henrietta  DeAVitt,  daughter  of  David  DeWitt.  and 
they  haA'c  one  son.  Albert  David. 

JOHX  O'GAEA,  of  Shamokin.  member  of  the 
firm  of  O’Gara  & Dooley,  who  conduct  a hotel  at 
Xo.  332  Independence  street,  opposite  the  Eead- 
ing  station,  is  avoU  known  in  that  connection  and 
also  as  the  loader  in  central  Pennsylvania  of  those 
AA'ho  encourage  and  support  clean  sports.  TIis 
activity  in  this  direction  has  won  him  many 
friends. 

Air.  O'Gara  Avas  born  at  Trevorton.  this  oountv. 
Dec.  3-1,  18G1,  son  of  I’africk  0 Gara.  Avho  was 
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bom  in  Ireiaml  in  1S2D  ami  came  to  America  in 
1845.  He  landed  at  Xe\v  A'nrk  City  but  did  not 
remain  there  long,  ]>roceeding  to  Beaver  Meadows. 
Carbon  Co.,  Pa.,  where  he  found  work  at  the 
mines.  Later  he  made  his  home  at  Trovorton. 
Xortlmmberland  county,  where  he  continued  min- 
ing to  tne  end  of  his  active  days.  He  died  in 
189C,  at  Shamokin.  iMr.  O'Cara  married  Alar- 
garet  Honlin,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to 
this  country  with  her  parents  in  1845  and  lived 
at  Beaver  Meadows,  where  she  was  mai  ried.  She 
died  in  1900.'  Seven  children  were  born  to  this 
union,  Catherine,  Thomas,  Alary,  Bridget,  John, 
Michael  and  Daniel. 

John  O'Cara  attended  sOiool  at  Trevorton  and 
began  woi'k  as  a slate  picker,  working  as  sucli  for 
a short  time.  He  tlien  drove  team  in  the  mines 
and  in  time  l^ecame  a miner,  following  mining  for 
about  twenty  years,  during  which  time  lie  was 
employed  at  the  X'orth  Fi-anklin.  Sterling.  Burn- 
side and  Bear  AMlley  collieries.  After  ^abandon- 
ing mining  he  was  for  six  years  engaged  as  a 
clerk  for  J.  E.  Herrold,  at  the  “Exchange  Hotel," 
at  Shamokin,  of  wliich  lie  became  proprietor  at 
the  end  of  that  ]ieriod,  conducting  it  successfully 
for  six  years  on  liis  own  account.  In  1908  he  be- 
came associated  with  his  brother-in-law.  .1.  AV. 
Dooley,  under  the  lirm  name  of  O'Gara  & Dooley, 
and  they  have  since  conducted  the  hotel  at  Xo. 
3?3  Tndf'])endence  street,  opposite  the  Peadine' 
station.  'I'he  location  is  particularly  favoralJe, 
and  they  have  a large  patronage,'  which  tliey  re- 
tain by  fair  treatment  and  attention  to  the  wel- 
fare of  their  patrons. 

Air.  O'Cara’s  connection  with  the  promotion  of 
clean  sports  has  made  him  a well  known  figure 
throughout  central  Pennsylvania.  He  is  an  au- 
thority on  such  matters  and  well  fitted  foi'  leader- 
ship. Fraternally  lie  holds  membership  in  the 
Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles  and  tlie  Ancient  Order 
of  Hibernians.  He  is  a Democrat  in 'politics  and 
a Catholic  in  religion,  being  a member  of  St.  Ed- 
ward's Church  at  Shamokin. 

On  June  25,  1884,  Afr.  O'Cara  married  Ella 
Alansficld,  who  died  June  19,  1891.  the  mother  of 
four  children:  Frank,  Alary  fmarried  George  F. 
Alullen),  Alorris  and  Arthur.  His  second  wife 
was  Jennie  Dooley,  daughter  of  Aliclvael  and 
Catharine  ( Ixerstetter ) Dooley,  and  they  liave 
had  eight  children:  Edwin,  AVarren,  Hilda,' llutli. 
Alartha,  Leon,  Helen  and  Elizabeth. 

PETER  POOS,  outside  foreman  at  one  of  the 
largest  collieries,  in  Xortlmmberland  county,  the 
Locust.  Spring  colliery  at  Locust  Cap,  in  'Alount 
Carmel  township,  lias  been  engaged  in  mining 
ever  since  he  commenced  woi'k  with  the  exception 
of  a comparatively  short  time  spent  at  the  black- 
smith trade.  Ho  has  had  about  twentv  years’ 
experience,  as  assistant  foreman  and  foreman. 


Afr.  Poos  was  born  in  18G0  at  Thomastuii, 
Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  son  of  Peter  Poos,  a native 
of  Germany  who  came  to  this  country  in  his  young 
manhood  and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
this  section  of  Pennsylvania.  He  settled  in 
Schuylkill  county,  where  he  worked  at  the  mines, 
and  died  at  Alahanoy  City,  in  that  county,  at  the 
age  of  forty-live  years.  His  wife,  Catherine 
(Ecker),  lived  to  the  age  of  seventv-iwo,  dying 
in  1908.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children: 
Catherine,.  Alary,  Peter,  George,  John,  Anthony, 
Barbara,  Philip  and  Christine. 

Peter  Poos  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Alahanoy  City.  He  was  only  a boy 
when  he  began  picking  slate  at  the  breaker,  and 
he  was  thus  employed  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  fourteen,  when  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
Idacksmith's  trade,  following  that  occupation  for 
some  time.  He  then  became  employed  at  the 
Boston  Pun  colliery,  in  the  capacity  of  assistant 
foreman,  continuing  to  hold  that  position  for 
about  ten  years,  until  he  came  to  Locust  Gap  to 
take  the  position  of  outside  foreman  at  the  Locust 
Spring  colliery.  Three  hundrecl  and  fifty  men 
and  boys  are  emjdoyed  at  this  colliery,  and  Air. 
Poos's  long  service  there  attests  his  value  as  an 
intelligent  and  faithful  overseer.  He  is  familiar 
with  all  the  details  of  succe.ssful  mining  in  this 
section  and  a man  to  he  relied  upon  to  do  his 
duty  well. 

In  1884  Air.  Poos  married  Elizabeth  .Becker, 
daughter  of  Alathias  Becker,  a Frenchman,  and 
seven  children  have  been  born  to  them,  namely : 
George,  Barbara,  Alary.  Lena,  Chri'^tiana.  Eliza- 
beth and  Catherine.  Air.  Poos  is  a member  of  the 
Catliolic  Church.  He  does  not  adhere  to  any 
political  party,  votitig  independently,  as  ]mi)lic 
Cjue.stions  and  candidates  appeal  to  him.-  He  is 
one  of  the  most  esteemed  residents  of  Locust  Gap, 
a citizen  whose  influence  is  considerable  and  always 
exerted  in  favor  of  the  most  worthy  objects. 

HAPPY  F.  COXPAD,  one  of  the  younger  mer- 
chants of  Stinburv  doing  a thriving  business 
there,  was  born  April  21,  1882,  in  Penn  township, 
Snyder  Co..  Pa.,  son  of  Aaron  A.  Conrad.  He 
comes  of  a family  which  has  been  identified  with 
this  part  of  Xorthumherland  county  fur  several 
generations.  Jacob  and  Adam  Conrad  are  shown 
by  the  records  to  have  hee'n  taxables  in  Augusta 
township  in  1714.  In  the  early  accounts  of  the 
Conrads  Ave  find  that  John  Conrad,  the  great- 
grandfather of  Hari'y  F.  Conrad,  owfied  a farm  of 
some  four  hundred  acres  east  of  Sunbury.  This 
Joh.n  Conrad,  born  Alarch  18.  1171.  died  June  11. 
183!).  He  married  Julia  Cooper,  and  they  had 
children  as  follows:  Daniel  married  a Aliss  AVolfo; 
AA'illiam  married  Susan  Huey  and  (second)  a Air. 
Bartholnmew,  and  had  a son  George:  Eli  married 
Polly  Gerlinger;  George  married  Esther  Peeser; 
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Julia  Ani!  iiian’icd  Ilonry  Cass  and  had  Y'illiain, 
Jafob,  George,  iMaria,  Susan,  Louise  and  Harriet; 
Kate  married  iMr.  Cooper;  Sarah  married  Cliarles 
Gelniinger;  Ann  Maria  married  Decadon  Herb 
and  had  Julia,  Maria,  Daniel,  Deeadon  (married 
Mrs.  IMaria  Dietrich)  and  Samuel;  Susan  married 
Samuel  Herb. 

George  Conrad,  son  of  John,  l)orn  Aug.  2G, 
1808,  died  IMay  17',  1877'.  He  owned  a large  fann, 
comprising  some  two  hundred  and  lifty  acres, 
upon  which  what  is  now  the  eastern  portion  of 
Sunbury  is  built.  He  married  Esther  Eeeser,  born 
July  26,  1811,  died  Xov.  11,  1886,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  children : Chitha- 
rine  married  Albert  Buckley  and  had  four  chil- 
dren, Florine  (married  Charles  Zerbe),  Clara 
(married  John  Evert),  Alice  (died  young)  and 
Hattie;  William  died  young;  Harriet  married 
Philip  Eekman  and  had  a daughter  Esther;  Henry 
married  Sophia  Fasold;  Aaron  A.  is  mentioned 
below;  Gideon  was  the  next  in  the  family;  Silas 
married  Elkui  Clark. 

Aaron  A.  Conrad,  son  of  George,  was  born  May 
9,  1852,  in  Pepper  Augusta  township,  and  received 
his  education  there  in  the  common  schools.  He 
was  reared  to  farm  life,  but  has  not  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  for  many  years.  In  1877 
he  engaged  in  Tnerchandising  in  that  part  of  Upper 
Augusta  totviislup  which  later  became  East  Sun- 
bury, and  is  now  included  within  the  limits  of 
the  borough  of  Sunburv,  his  store  being  located  at 
the  southeast  corner  of  Tenth  and  .Dlarket  streets. 
There  he  did  business  until  1880,  when  he  moved 
to  Penn  township.  Snyder  county,  and  became 
interested  in  milling.  In  31ay,  1886.  he  moved  to 
Selinsgrove,  this  cotmty.  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  For  some  time  he  carried  on  a general 
gristinilling  business  at  an  old  mill  locally  kno^^•n 
in  the  earlier  days  as  Snyder's  mill,  and  later  as 
Conrad's  mill:  the  establishment  is  over  one  hun- 
dred years  old,  and  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of 
Lower  Augusta  township.  For  eight  years  Mr. 
Conrad  did  an  extensive  business  shipping-  fruit 
to  Xcw  York,  Pittsburg  and  the  West,  in  the 
fall  season.  He  is  now  living  retired.  Successful 
and  energetic  in  his  business  undertakings,  he 
has  also  been  active  and  useful  in  his  relations  to 
the  community,  having  ser\'ed  as  school  director 
six  years,  dui'ing  which  time  he  wa.<  president  of 
the  board  four  years  and  treasurer  one  year;  as 
street  commissioner  one  year,  and  as  assessor  three 
years,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  was  a Democrat 
in  a Re])ublican  stronghold.  He  has  been  promi- 
nent in  local  frateinal  organizations,  having  been 
fir.st  president  of  Washington  Camp  Xo.  7716.  P. 
0.  S.  of  A.,  of  Selinsgrove  (he  has  passed  tlirough 
all  the  chairs)  ; and  is  a past  grand  of  Selins- 
grove Lodge,  Xo.  197,  I.  0.  0.  F..  and  active  in 
the  work  of  that  body.  He  served  fourteeii  years 


as  a Irusieo  of  the  Pefornied  Cliurch  of  which  he 
and  his  family  are  members. 

On  Dec.  lU,  1877,  Mr.  Conrad  mai-ried  Mary 

E.  Weis,  daughter  of  Urias  and  Sarah  (Duke) 
Weis,  farming  j)eople  of  Washington  township, 
Snyder  county,  and  they  have  had  two  children. 
Poberta  (wlio  lives  with  her  parents)  and  Harry 

F.  In  i\farch,  1911,  Dir.  Aaron  A.  Conrad  returned 
to  Sunbuiy,  where  he  tiow  makes  his  home. 

Harry  F.  Conrad  received  a pultlic  school  edu- 
cation at  Selinsgrove,  and  during  liis  earlier 
years  took  an  active  part  in  local  athletic  affairs. 
When  he  stai'ted  out  for  himself  he  became  a 
traveling  salesman  for  the  Witman,  Schwartz 
Company,  wholesale  grocers  of  Harrisburg,  Pa., 
in  whose  employ  he  continued  for  six  years,  from 
June  17,  1904,  to  Dfay  1,  1910,  liis  territory  be- 
ing in  Juni-ata,  Dlilllin,  Huntingdon  and  Bed- 
ford counties.  Meantime,  he  had  gained  consi(ler- 
able  familiarity  with  the  trade  and  wide  experience, 
so  that  when  he  started  in  the  business  on  his  owit 
account  it  was  not  as  a novice.  On  May  4,  1910. 
he  ])urchased  the  stock,  good  will  and  fixtures  of 
J.  F.  Berlew,  a gi-ocer  located  at  the  corner  of 
DIarket  and  Tenth  streets,  Sunbury,  and  there  he 
has  since  been  established  in  business,  handling  a 
complete  line  of  fancy  groceries  and  fresh  meats. 
He  employs  four  clerks,  and  has  a large  trade, 
making  deliveries  all  over  the  town.  Personally 
Dir.  Conrad  has  a high  reputation,  and  he  has 
every  prospect  of  making  a substantial  place  for 
himself  among  the  prosperous  business  men  of  the 
1)0  rough. 

On  Sept.  10,  1905,  Dir.  Conrad  married  Anna 
DI.  D1  iller,  daughter  of  Josc])h  A.  and  DIarv  J. 
( Fry)  Dlillor,  of  Lewistown,  Pa.  They  have  one 
son,  Joseph  Dliller  Conrad.  Dir.  and  Dlrs.  Conrad 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

WILLIADI  PHILIPPI,  of  Shamokin.  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  has  made  his  home  in  that  citv 
ever  since  he  came  to  this  country  from  his  native 
Germany,  and  he  has  conducted  his  present  bakerv 
since  1901.  His  home  and  place  of  business  are 
at  the  corner  of  .Sunbury  and  Pearl  streets. 

Dir.  Philippi  was  born  Sept,  o,  1867.  at  Rhein- 
biisch.  Xeunkirchen,  Germany,  son  of  Xichola.' 
I’hilippi.  who  for  many  years  was  the  postmaster 
at  Xeiiidcirchen.  where  he  died.  William  I’hili]pn 
learned  the  trade  of  baker  in  his  native  countrv. 
He  came  to  America  in  1891.  landing  at  Phila- 
delphia June  ;3rd  of  that- year.  After  six  week.s 
in  that  city  he  proceeded  to  Pottsville,  Pa._  where 
he  remained  three  week's,  in  Se])rember,  IhOl,  ar- 
riving at  Shamokin,  ^\hich  has  since  been  his  home. 
Xot  linding  employment  at  his  traile  immediately, 
he  went  to  mining,  which  occupation  he  followed 
for  three  years  before  he  commenced  baking  again. 
By  1901  he  was  in  shape  to  go  into  business  on 
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lus  own  account  and  he  established  the  bakery  at 
Sunbury  and  Pearl  streets  which  he  has  since 
conducted.  His  thrift  and  thorough  understand- 
ing of  the  business  have  brought  him  deserved 
prosperity  and  hedd  a large  and  increasing  patron- 
age. In  190S  he  built  the  fine  home  at  Sunbury 
and  Pearl  streets  which  he  and  his  famih'  now 
occupy,  a two-siory  brick  house  25  by  50  feet 
in  dimensions,  ddie  bake  house  is  on  the  rear  of 
the  lot. 

Oil  hTov.  3,  1903,  Mr.  Philippi  married  Mrs. 
Sajah  A.  (iMarkle)  Tretter,  daughter  of  Martin 
IMarkle,  a proininent  citizen  of  Shamokin,  and 
widow  of  Cliarles  Tretter,  who  died  in  1894;  he 
was  a jeweler  by  trade.  By  her  first  marriage  l\Irs. 
Pliilippi  had  three  clnldren,  namely:  Ferdinand 
M.,  wlio  lives  in  Schuylkill  county  ; Lena  A.,  at 
home;  and  Catharine,  who  died  in  infancy.  Xo 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pliilippi. 
The  family  are  members  of  St.  Edward’s  Catholic 
Church. 

FPAXKLJX  A.  BEPGSTPESSEK,  of  Locust 
Gap,  Xorthumberland  countv,  who  is  engaged  as 
macdiinist  at  the  Locust  Spring  colliery,  was  born 
Aug.  3,  ISGG,  at  Shamokin.  this  county,  son  of 
Asa  Bergstresser,  and  comes  of  an  old  family 
which  has  long  been  established  in  eastern  Penn- 
sylvania. 

John  Jacob  Bergstresser,  his  emigrant  ancestor, 
was  born  in  Germany,  came  to  tliis  country  in 
1731  and  made  his  home  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Pennsylvania.  Later,  with  his  three  brothers,  he 
removed  to  Union  countv,  where  thev  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers. 

Philip  Bergstresser,  son  of  John  Jacob,  was 
born  in  ilontgomcrv  county.  Pa.,  was  a farmer  liy 
occupation,  and  a pioneer  in  Snyder  county,  where 
he  died. 

John  Bergstresser,  son  of  Philip,  was  born  Oct. 
S,  1775,  in  Union  county,  and  there  made  his  home 
for  a number  of  years.  Eventually  he  removed  to 
Dauphin  county.  Pa.,  where  he  died  March  27, 
1852.  He  was  a millwright  by  trade  and  also 
ran  .several  saw  and  grist  mills,  in  1817  building 
one  at  Fisher’s  Ferry.  Xorthumberland  county, 
whicli  he  operated  successfully  for  nine  years.  He 
then  ■ removed  to  Berryslnirg,  Dauphin  county, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  in  connection  witli 
farming  until  his  death.  He  served  as  captain 
of  a company  of  American  volunteers  in  the  war 
of  1812.  He  married  Ann  Auchmuty.  and  thev 
had  a family  of  ten  children:  Jacob.  IVilliam. 
l\[ary  (Mrs.  Jo.se])h  Shipman).  John,  Lot.  Phebe 
(IMrs.  Jonathan  Holfmaii).  Samuel  A..  Hannah 
(IMrs.  Daniol  Bund)arger) . Asa  and  Julia  (Mrs. 
A.  B.  Sprout),  the  last  survivor  of  this  family 
being  Samuel  A.  Bergstresser. 

^Irs.  Ann  (Auchmuty)  Bergsti'osser  was  of 
Scotch  Presbyterian  stock.  Heu-  father,  Samuel 


.Vuchniut}',  was  born  near  Selinsgrove,  Pa.,  and 
resided  at  Fislier’s  Ferry,  X'orthurnberland  county, 
as  early  as  177  2.  He  passed  all  his  life  in  that 
neighborhood,  living  in  X'ortluunberland  county 
until  his  death.  He  served  four  years  on  the 
(.'olonial  side  in  the  Pevolution,  from  177G  to 
1181,  being  a private  in  Capt.  Stephen  Chambers’ 
company  of  the  1.2th  regiment;  was  transferred 
to  the  3d  Pegiment  in  J uU,  117  8,  and  was  dis- 
charged Jan.  25,  1781.  He  was  at  A^alley  Forge, 
at  the  battles  of  Monmouth,  Long  Island  and  Ger- 
mantown, and  saw  other  service  under  Washing- 
ton. He  married  Ann  McALahan. 

Asa  Bergstresser,  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Auch- 
nmty)  Bergstresser,  Avas  a tanner  by  trade,  but 
upon  locating  in  Shamokin.  this  county,  engaged 
in  the  butcher  business.  He  was  killed  on  the 
railroad,  ah  Schuylkill  Haven,  Schuylkill  county, 
in  Alay,  1899,  when  si.vty-nine  years  old.  His 
wife,  Avhose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Pehr, 
died  in  Shamokin  in  1892.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eleven  children,  namely : Dora,  now  the 
Avife  of  William  Poth;  Lena,  married  to  James 
Getter:  Alary,  married  to  William  Haupt;  Jennie, 
married  to  William  Simmers : Alinerva,  married 
to  W'illiam  Seitz;  Lillie,  married  to  Jacob  Con- 
rad; Clara,  Avho  died  young;  Franklin  A.  : Wil- 
liam: Charles,  and  John. 

Franklin  A.  Bergstresser  Avas  but  three  years 
old  Avhen  taken  by  his  parents  to  Helfensiein. 
Schuylkill  county,  where  he  attended  public  school. 
When  ten  A'ears  old  he  began  picking  slate  at  the 
Ilelfenstein  colliery,  and  in  1881  he  came  to 
Locust  Gap,  Xorthumberlaml  county,  Avhere  he 
began  as  a slate  picker  at  tlie  Locust  Spring  col- 
liery. In  time  he  became  breaker  oiler  and  then 
fireman  and  running  engineer,  later  acting  as 
assistant  foreman  at  the  breaker  for  tAA’o  years. 
In  1900  he  took  his  present  position  at  the  Locust 
Spring  colliery,  AA'here  he  has  charge  of  the  me- 
chanical departmenr,  having  eight  men  under  him. 
His  Avork  is  responsible,  and  he  has  been  efficient 
in  every  respect  and  found  reliable  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, having  the  good-Avill  and  respect  of 
his  employers  and  those  associated  Avith  him  in 
his  AA'ork.  He  is  one  of  the  best  known  men  in 
this  district. 

On  Aug.  2G,  1887',  Air.  Bergstresser  married 
Ida  Alay  Klinger,  daughter  of  George  A.  and 
Janie  (Sharp)  Klinger,  and  they  have  three 
eliihlrcn.  Grace  E..  Gertnrde  I.  and  Jennie  AI.  Air. 
Bei'gstresser  is  a memher  of  the  Alethodist  Church, 
and  fratei'ually  he  holds  membership  in  the  I.  0. 
0.  F.  (also  Pehekah  degree)  and  Poyal  Arcanum. 

JOITX  .V.  GPAY,  track  foreman  of  Division 
Ao.  7G  on  the  I’hiladel])hia  d'  Erie  Pailroad.  at 
Alilton,  Pa,,  and  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
the  borough,  Avas  biirn  in  I.oAvi^  toAvnship,  Xorth- 
umlierlauil  coumy,  S^pt.  20,  I Slid,  son  of  Fred- 
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Click  G'rnv,  aiij  groat-great-grandson  of  Itobert 
(tray,  an  JGiglisli  emigrant. 

Kobert  (dray  came  from  England  in  Colonial 
times  with  bis  wife,  IMarv  Iteose,  and  settled  on  a 
larm  near  Jerseytown,  l*a.  At  the  outbreak  of 
the  .Kevolutionary  war  be  joined  Y'asliington’s 
army  and  fought  with  tlie  Colonies  in  freedom’s 
cause. 

Lieut.  .Samuel  ('-iray,  son  of  I’obert,  was  born  in 
ilontour  county,  Pa.,  in  1T92.  Ife  was  a Ydiig  in 
political  faith,  and  his  patriotism  was  evidenced 
by  his  service  as  an  officer  in  the  second  war  with 
the  mother  country  in  1S12.  lie  being  stationed  at 
Black  Pock.  He  was  a noted  contractor  and  the 
canal  between  Whitsontown  and  itewart.  Pa.,  was 
constructed  by  him.  He  also  engaged  in  teaming. 
His  death,  was  caused  by  accident  June  4,  ISJl, 
he  falling  under  the  wheels  of  a wagon,  while 
driving  a si.v-horse  team.  His  wife,  Isabella 
Watson,  born  Xov.  11,  ISOO,  died  Sept.  5.  18G3. 
Both  she  and  her  husband  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  Her  parents,  John  Ij.  and 
Elizabeth  (Mann)  IVatson,  came  from  Dublin, 
Ireland,  at  an  early  day  and  located  in  Columbia 
county.  Pa.,  on  a farm.  They  were  stanch  patriots 
in  the  Pevolution,  and,  John  Watson  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Briti.sh  on  account  of  his  senti- 
ments, and  chained  to  the  floor.  His  wife  rescued 
liim,  her  devotion,  no  loss  than  a regard  for  her 
physical  weakness,  touching  the  hearts  of  the 
guards  and  her  plans  were  not  interfered  with. 
Lieut.  Samuel  Grav  and  wife  had  .seven  children; 
Joseph  H’.,  born  Jaii.  4.  ISIS;  died  in  Aunnst, 
1876;  John  G..  Dec.  12.  1820.  Feb.  2,  1861; 
Catherine,  (Jet.  22,  1822,  in  18-56  (married  Samuel 
Gray,  a relative)  : Pobert,  Oct.  5,  1824,  May  0, 
1848;  JIary  A”.,  July  8,  1827,  in  March,  isSO 
(married  Y'illiam  Kissner,  deceased)  ; Phoebe, 
Jlarch  28,  1829,  in  1871  (married  Jessp  Hill,  a 
farmer  in  IMontour  countv)  ; and  .Samuel  Pussell, 
March  24,  18-31.  ' - ■ 

John  G.  Gray,  born  Doc.  12.  1820,  son  of  Lieut. 
Samuel,  died  Feb.  2,  1861.  His  early  day.s  were 
passed  in  the  home  in  Lewi.s  township.  Xorth- 
umberland  county,  but  later  he  removed  to  Dan- 
ville, where  ,his  death  occurred.  He  followed 
farming  in  Jlontour  county.  Ho  married  T’hoel)e 
Walizer,  for  his  first  wife,  and  the  childn-n  born 
to  thi.s  union  were;  Samuel.  Fredt  ric k.  Fahella, 
John  and  ' George.  He  married  (second)  Mrs. 
Lottie  Colwell,  and  three  children.  Stephen, 
Phoebe  and  Jane,  bles.sed  this  marriage. 

Frederick  Gray,  son  of  John  G.,  was  born  in 
August,  1811,  and  now  li\e,s  near  Walsontown, 
Pa.,  in  what  is  known  as  the  Thomas  additien. 
For  manv'years  be  wa.s,  employed  on  tlic  Pcmnsyl- 
vania  Pailroad  as  trackman,  and  in  D^9'i  was  re- 
tired from  active  work.  He,  gave  twenty  mont,h-' 
of  service  to  hi.s  country  in  the  Civil  war  in 
Pickett’s  Battalion.  Pennsylvania  Liglit  .Artii'ery. 


He  married  .Sarah  Iches,  daughter  of  Samuel 
Idles,  and  their  children  were;  John  A.;  William 
P.;  (Jatharine,  who  died  in  infancy;  Ellen,  who 
married  Daniel  Xicholls;  Frederick,  who  died 
young;  Ida,  who  married  Charles  Linn;  Diary, 
who  married  Harry  DIcDonland  ; James,  who  died 
young;  Samuel;  Henry;  Alice,  who  married 
Charles  Xewton ; DIaude,  who  married  Charles 
Driller;  Bessie;  and  Pearl,  who  married  George 
Brown. 

John  A.  Gray  attended  the  school  at  Black  Hole 
D’aHey,  near  Diuncie,  Pa,,  and  the  Pising  .S})ring 
[luhlic  school  and  the  .Sjiring  Dfills  high  school  in 
Center  county  for  two  summers  and  three  winters. 
During  the  summers  when  not  in  school  he  workerl 
on  the  track,  and  this  has  always  been  his  business. 
He  began  training  for  it  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
and  was  but  eighteen  vihen  lie  was  made  foreman 
of  sub-diyision  Xm.  7,  with  five  and  one-half  miles 
of  track  in  his  care.  His  present  division,  X’o.  76, 
which  he  has  had  since  1899,  has  three  miles  of 
track.  He  has  from  twelve  to  twenty  men  under 
him.  Dir.  Gray  has  been  careful  of  his  resources, 
and  he  is  the  owner  of  two  fine  farms,  one  the  old 
Fetzer  farm  of  seventy-five  acres  in  Chillisc|uaquc 
township,  and  the  other  the  14P  acre  farm  in  Lewis 
township  that  formerly  belonged  to  his  great  uncle, 
.8amuel  P.  Grav. 

Dir.  Gray  married  Catharine  Zettle,  daughter  of 
Emanuel  Zettle.  of  .S])ring  Dlills,  Center  county, 
and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  children  as 
follows;  Frederick  E.,  a member  of  the  class  of 
1912  Pennsylvania  State  College;  Diary  R. ; 
Sarah;  -John  A.,  Jr.;  Harry,  who  died  aged  six 
months,  and  Edna  Dl.  The  family  home  is  at 
Xo.  27  Pailroad  avenue,  Dlilton.  Fraternally  Dir. 
Gray  is  a member  of  the  Sons  of  D'eterans.  Dir. 
Gray  has  been  faithful  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  and  has  won  the  high  regard  of  the  officials 
over  him.  In  every  relation  of  life  he  has' proved 
his  worth,  and  he  has  the  well  earned  esteem  of 
the  people  of  Dlilton  and  X’orthumberland  county. 

HEXPY  B.  DIEYEP,  a blacksmith  of  .Sha- 
mokin.  wlien-  lu'  has  established  a profitable  busi- 
ness. has  resided  in  the  borough  since  1S16.  but  he 
is  a native  of  Sehnylkill  county  and  comes  of  a 
himily  which  was  estahlished  there  by  his  grand- 
lather.  -Tohn  Dleyer. 

-lohn  Dleyer  came  from  Germam'  with  his  family 
and  .-M'ttled  al  Pntisville.  Sehnylkill  Co..  Pa.  He 
wa^  a carpentei'.  and  lollowed  his  trade  for  many 
years,  later  engaging  in  ihe  dairy  business,  soiling 
milk  and  yeast.  A well  known  man  of  his  dav,  ho 
bail  niany  lri(‘nds.  His  children  were;  Conrad, 
Caiharine,  Dlartin  and  Louis. 

('onrad  Dbwer.  son  of  -John,  was  the  fatlicr  of 
Henry  B.  Dleyer.  He  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1>>2.  aiul  was  ^even  year.s  old  when  brought  to 
.\nirnea.  .Dfnu'  hi-giniiing  work  be  followed  milt- 
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ing  for  sumo,  time,  iunl  later  was  eu-a^^ed  iu  dit’- 
fcrent  kinds  of  meelianical  work,  following  the 
trades  of  earpentcr,  stonemason  and  clockmaker. 
lie  made  his  iKone  at  Ashland,  Schuvlkill  county, 
where  he  died  Feb.  1,  1908,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
one.  His  wife,  Wilhelmina  (Fient),  came  to 
America  from  (Germany  when  eighteen  years  old. 
and  they  had  children  as  follows;  Kate.  Sophia, 
John  (wlio  died  when  thirteen  years  old).  Henry 
B..  Bichard  ( wlio  died  Jan.  1,  1910).  Mary, 
Elizalicth.  Thressie  (who  died  aged  eight  years), 
and  'Minnie. 

Henry  B.  Meyer  was  Ijorn  Sept.  17.  1857,  at 
Ashland,  .Schuylkill  countv.  and  thei'e  attended 
tlie  pul)lic  .schools.  Ht>  began  work  as  a slate 
])icker,  and  continued  to  follow  mitung  until  he 
readied  the  age  of  nineteen,  since  which  time  he 
lias  been  engaged  at  blacksmithing.  Coming  to 
Shamokin  in  lS7b,  he  was  with  the  late  J.  B. 
Zimmerman  for  the  long  period  of  twenty-four 
years,  four  months,  until,  in' 1901,  he  commenced 
business  on  his  own  account.  His  shop  is  at  Y"o. 
13  East  lYalnut  street.  Mr.  Meyer  is  a fine 
mechanic,  as  his  long  continuance  with  one  em- 
ployer would  indicate,  and  he  does  a thriving 
business,  getting  a gratifying  share  of  the  patron- 
age in  his  locality.  Ife  is  conscientious  and  hon- 
oraltle  in  his  woi-k,  a fact  which  holds  his  cus- 
tomers. 

On  Aug.  IS,  ISSO.  Mr.  3[eyer  married  Ida  IT. 
Lott,  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Delilah  (Hopper) 
Lott,  and  a'membor  of  a well  known  Xorthumber- 
land  county  family,  'fhey  have  a fine  home  at  Xo. 
olT  Xorth  Si.xth  street.  (Mr.  IMeyer  holds  member- 
shi])  in  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 

•lOIIX  H.  GLASS,  county  detective  of  Xorth- 
urnl»er.land  county,  was  born  Jan.  17.  1882.  in 
Coal  township,  son  of  Samuel  Glass.  His  father 
was  a native  of  County  wreath,  Ireland,  born  in 
1838,  and  came  to  America  wheTi  nineteen  years 
old,  settling  in  Shamokin,  Pa.,  where  he  made  a 
permanent  home.  He  worked  as  a miner,  in  the 
emjdoy  of  the  late  Thomas  Baumgardner,  being 
thus  engaged  for  thirty  years,  and  was  known  to 
all  as  an  industrious,  upright  citizen.  He  died 
April  4.  1902,  and  is  Imried  at  Shamokin.  Sam- 
uel Glass  married  Maria  Bidiai’ds,  a native  of 
AVale.s  who  came  to  America  in  girlhood.  She 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  son  Bichard  in 
Shamokin.  To  i\rr.  and  Mrs.  Glass  were  born 
children  as  follows:  John  (deceased).  Bichard 
(deceaseil ) , Samuel,  Becse.  IVilliam.  John  If.  and 
George. 

John  H.  Glass  attended  ])ublic  -chool  in  Sha- 
mokin and  wdieti  a boy  began  work  at  the  Buck 
Bidge  colliei'v,  picking  slate.  He  was  thus  engaged 
for  a period  of  throe  years,  after  which  he  drove 
team  in  the  mines  for  two  vears  and  then  cut  coal 
for  tw(j  vears.  Fm-  anoilier  two  vears  he  ran 


jmmps  and  an  engine,  this  being  his  last  work  at 
the  mines.  Becoming  proprietor  of  the  “White 
Hotel,"  located  at  Y'o.  417  Y'orth  Shamokin 
street,  in  the  borough  of  Shamokin,  he  conducted 
it  until  19U7.  In  1908  he  was  apjwinted  county 
detective  by  District  Attorney  A.  K.  Deibler,  and 
he  has  sened  iir  that  capacity  since,  with  great 
etliciency,  discharging  the  duties  of  his  otfice  in- 
telligently and  faithfully.  His  first  duties  in  this 
ineiimbency  took  him  among  the  “Black  Hand"’ 
(itfenders  at  (Marion  Heights,  in  this  county,  and  he 
has  made  many  important  arrests,  leading  to  con- 
viction, in  that  and  oth.cr  fields. 

On  Aug.  31,  1901,  (Mr.  Glass  married  Gertrude 
Irene  Shroyer.  who  was  born  at  Dalmatia  in  1884, 
daughtei-  of  .Tacob  and  Bena  Shroyer,  and  died 
AjU'il  4,  1907,  leaving  two  sons,  Bobert  and  John, 
who  are  living  with  their  uncle  Beese  in  Phil- 
adelphia. 

Socially  Mr.  Glass  unites  with  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles  ( Shamokin  Lodge ) , and  in  re- 
ligion he  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  quite  prominent  in  the  Bepublican 
party  and  he  has  served  as  committeeman  from  the 
Second  ward.  He  is  a Avell  known  athlete  and 
was  one  of  the  star  players  on  the  old  Shamokin 
football  team. 

MICHAEL  J.  AVHALEX.  inside  foreman  at 
the  Locust  Gap  colliery,  has  been  a miner  all  his 
life,  and  his  father  and  grandfather  before  him 
were  also  engaged  at  mining  in  this  region. 

(Michael  Whalen,  the  grandfather,  came  from 
1 reland  when  a young  man  and  settled  in  Schuvl- 
kill county.  Pa.,  at  '■Black  vSam's"  farm,  near  Xew" 
Philadelphia,  about  one  and  a half  miles  from 
Middleport.  He  followed  mining  and  became  a well 
known  man  of  his  day,  serving  as  tax  collector  of 
his  district.  He  was  a Democrat  in  politics.  He 
died  at  Pottsville,  Schuylkill  county,  at  the  home 
of  his  youngest  son.  John  F.  Whalen,  Esq.  Ho 
and  his  wife  had  a family  of  six  children  ; Patrick, 
.Toseph.  ’rhomas.  (Michael,  (\lary  and  John  F. 

(Michael  Whalen,  father  of  (\liehael  J.  Whalen, 
was  horn  in  Schuylkill  county,  and  died  there  in 
1891.  He  was  engaged  as  engineer  at  different 
collieries,  and  in  1SG3  came  to  Locust  Gap. 
A’orthuml)orland  county,  but  later  returned  to 
.Schuylkill  cotuity.  locating  at  (Mahanov  City.  His 
di'ath  occurred  two  miles  east  of  Shenandoah.  He 
married  Dora  Glenning,  who  was  born  in  Ireland, 
daughter  (d'  Patrick  ('ileuning.  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica when  five  years  old.  She  died  Oct.  •"),  1908. 
Mr.  and  (Mrs.  IVhalen  had  children  as  follows: 
(Michael  .1.,  Bridget,  (Mary  ,\.  ((Mrs.  John 
O’Brien),  John.  Andrew,  doseph  and  4'homas. 

(\fichael  J.  Whahm  was  born  .Vug.  29.  18()2,  at 
.8ilvercreek.  Schuylkill  county,  and  received  his 
schooling  in  his  native  county.  At  the  age  of 
nine  lu'  began  picking  slate  al  the  breaker,  doing 
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sm-h.  work  until  lie  reaciicl  the  am?  nt  fourteen, 
after  wliieh  lie  was  employed  at  the  mines  in  dif- 
ferent eapaeities.  Wlien  seventeen  years  old  lie 
had  eharue  of  the  sinking  of  the  Greenridge  slope, 
Xo.  He  Mas  engaged  as  a miner  until  lSb-3, 
when  ho  moved  to  IMouiit  Carmel,  Xorthiimber- 
land  eounty,  there  following  mining.  Jn  July, 
1897,  ho  came  to  Loeiist  (la|)  to  take  the  position 
he  has  since  held,  inside  foreman  at  the  Locust 
(Jap  colliery.  He  was  foreman  at  the  IMarion 
colliery  for  tivo  years,  isuf-pn.  prior  to  his  removal 
to  Locust  (Jap.  ]\[r.  Whalen  has  chai’gic  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  men,  among  whom  he  is  re- 
sjiocted  and  well  liked,  and  he  is  favorably  known 
in  the  community  where  he  has  so  long  made  his 
home. 

On  Aug.  24,  LSS9.  3tr.  Whalen  married  Alice 
J)ebo.  daughter  of  Peter  Debo,  who  was  of  French 
ancestry.  Thirteen  cliildren  have  been  born  to 
this  union,  four  of  whom  died  young,  ddie  sur- 
vivors are:  Lev.  'William  ( [iriest,  who  was  ordained 
in  1911),  Dora,  Jose])li,  Andrew,  Albert,  Tbomas, 
Helen,  iMichael  and  John. 

iMr.  Whalen  is  a member  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  of  the  Knights  <d’  Columbus.  He  is  inde- 
pendent in  politics. 

(HIOPCJE  W.  HAA(J.  deceased,  was  in  tbe  em- 
ploy of  what  is  Jiow  the  American  Car  A'  Foundiy 
Company,  of  Dlilton,  for  over  thirty-si.v  years, 
having  entered  the  establishment  when  a young 
man.  He  was  in  charge  of  the  air  lirake  depart- 
ment (of  which  he  was  the  head,  at  the  time  of 
his  death)  before  the  present  company  assumed 
ownership  o'f  the  plant.  He  was  a skilled  me- 
chanic, a master  in  bis  line,  as  his  long  continuance 
in  a ivs])onsible  eaj>aciiy  with  one  place  ])roves. 

Hans  Haag,  the  progenitor  of  thi'  family  in 
America,  came  to  this  country  ])rioi'  to  17.M,  and 
settled  in  Haxatawny  township.  Perks  countv. 
where  he  paid  tax  and  quit  rent  in  1734.  In 
1739  he  was  still  a taxpayer,  his  assessment  then 
■ being  eleven  jmunds.  At  the  same  time  Andreas 
Haag  rvas  a taxalde.  ])aying  twenty  ]?outids,  and 
M'hen  the  i^[axatawnv  Church  at  Powers  was  built, 
in  1759,  he  gave  mie  acre  of  land  to  the  church  to 
be  used,  as  he  said  in  the  deed,  “as  long  as  the  sun 
and  moon  shines."  'I'ho  latter's  son,  Amlivw  Haag, 
also  contributed  to  the  church  ; he  was  then  a young 
man.  He  was  the  father  of  John,  grandfather  of 
George  W.  Haag. 

Jo.hn  Haag,  son  of  Andrew',  ?vas  born  near 
Bowers,  in  Berks  eountc,  Feb.  12.  1791.  In  183(5 
he  moved  to  Xorthumiierland  county,  sidtling  in 
Turbut  township,  wliore  he  ])urchased  a farm  of 
IGO  acres  frmu  the  Kelcimer  estate.^  'Tlu're  he 
made  his  home  and  followed  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  Jan.  17,  l8(il.  He  married 
Mary  Knauss,  al.-o  (T  r)crks  county,  born  Jan.  21, 
1795,  who  died  'March  21.  isCp.  Mi',  and  l\ri's. 


Church,  of  Turbut  township,  and  they  are  buried 
in  the  cemetery  of  that  church.  Seven  children 
were  born  to  them:  John;  Catharine  (deceased)  ; 
Peneville  K. ; Flizabefh,  Mrs.  Jacoby  Hartman, 
deceased;  liebecca,  who  married  WTlliam  Balliet 
and  lived  in  Montour  count}';  Hettie,  who  married 
M'illiam  (Jouger  and  also  lived  in  Montour  county; 
and  Sarah,  deceased. 

John  Haag,  eldest  son  of  John,  rvas  born  in 
Perks  county  March  20,  1814,  and  came  to  Xorth- 
umbcrland  county  with  his  father.  He,  too.  fol- 
lowed farming,  upon  tbe  death  of  his  father  pur- 
chasing the  old  homestead,  which  he  cultivated. 
He  was  a prominent  Democrat  in  his  day.  and 
served  many  t'ears  on  the  local  school  board,  part 
of  the  time  as  treasurer  of  that  body.  In  1874  he 
w'as  elected  -county  treasurer,  in  which  olllce  he 
served  one  term,  until  187(5.  l\[r.  Haag  married 

IMargarct  Leinliach.  born  Feb.  7.  1820,  wdio  died 
IMav  2.  1892,  surviving  IMr.  Haag  a number  of 
years;  his  death  occurred  Dec.  12,  187(5.  They 
were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at  Paradise 
and  are  buried  at  the  Paradise  cemetery.  Eight 
children  were  born  to  their  union:  IMary  E.  mar- 
ried Franklin  Hoy;  Sarah  J.  married  John  Paker; 
Susan  married  IVilliam  Kunimerer;  IMargaret  E. 
married  Jacob  Seidell ; George  Mb  is  mentioned 
below;  John;  B.  Franklin  lives  in  Kansas:  E. 
Xewton  is  an  attorney  in  Philadelphia. 

George  W.  Haag  was  born  June  1(5.  1842.  and 
was  a ]>upil  in  the  public  schools  of  4'urbut  town- 
shi])  in  his  early  boyhood,  later  attemling  the 
JIcEwensvirio  Academy  and  also  the  IMilton 
Academy.  He  worked  on  his  father's  farm  until 
1873,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Milton  and  en- 
tered upon  his  apprenticeship  to  the  machinist's 
trade,  which  ju'oved  to  be  his  life  work.  He  began 
his  employment  at  this  line  with  IMurray,  Dougal 
ck  Co.,  and  when  tlie  plant  was  sold  to  the  American 
Car  A Foundry  Company,  its  present  owners,  he 
continued  in  charge  of  the  air-brake  department, 
in  Avh.ich  capacity  he  rvas  engaged  until  his  death. 

Durijig  the  Civil  war  IMr.  Haag  served  in  the 
Union  army  as  a member  of  Company  P.  131st 
Ih'gimcnl,  Pennsylvania  \'olunteers.  and  was  twice 
wounded,  being  shot  in  the  breast  and  side  at  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg;  he  (vas  taken  to  Point 
Lookout  hospital.  He  was  a meml)cr  of  Henry 
M'ilson  Post,  Y^o.  129.  G.  A.  P.,  of  Jlilton,  and  of 
the  Poyal  Arcanum  at  iMilton.  Mr.  Haag  died 
Aug.  27.  1910,  and  was  buried  at  the  upper  ceme- 
tery, IMilton,  Pa. 

Dll  Dec.  8,  18(54.  Mr.  Haag  married  Susan 
Leinbach.  daughter  of  John  P.  Leinbach.  of  T,ewis 
township,  Xorthuml'erland  county,  and  they  were 
the  parents  of  two  children;  George  M'.,  who  mar- 
ried Uae  ^lervine  (she  died  Aug.  23.  1907.  leaving 
one  son  Purritt);  and  iMargaret.  at  home.  'Mrs. 
Haag  and  her  children  arc  members  of  the  Be- 
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formc'.l  ('Imrch  at  ^Milton,  but  Haag  held 

membership  in  the  Lutlieran  Church. 

Joux  B.  Lkixbactc  father  of  iMrs.  Ceorge  W. 
ITaag,  was  honv  Sept.  9,  1815,  in  X'orthumberland 
county,  and  his  family  was  also  settled  in  Berks 
county  from  an  early  day.  ilis  grandfather, 
Henry  Ijeinhach,  a native  of  Berks  county,  came  to 
Lewis  township,  Xoithumberland  county,  in  1800, 
and  purchased  a farm.  Henry  Leinbach,  son  of 
Henry,  was  born  Oct.  5,  1784,  and  died  Feb.  7, 
1829.  He  married  iMary  Barnhart,  born  iMarch 
15,  1789,  who  died  Sept.  OO,  IS  Ki.  Tliey  reared  a 
family  of  eight  children:  Daniel,  Henry.  John  B., 
Benneville,  Sai'ah  (married  George  Hittle),  Mary 
(married  F.  H.  Carver),  Elizal)eth  (married 
Simon  Cameron)  and  Bebecca  (manued,  C. 
Sworney ) . 

John  B.  Leinbach  rvas  a prominent  man  of  his 
day  in  Lewis  township,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  ISGl,  Avhen  he  was  appointed  agent  for 
the  American  Life  Insurance  (Company  of  Phila- 
delphia, holding  that  position  five  years.  In  1867 
he  became  manager  of  the  Luiion  Mutual  Fire  In- 
surance Company  for  the  central  part  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, continuing  in  that  capacity  also  for  five 
years,  until  in  1872  he  became  agent  for  the  Xorth- 
western  Life  Insurance  Company.  He  was  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  politics  and  a inember  of  the 
Beformed  Church,  belonging  to  the  church  at 
McEwensville. 

On  Oct.  2,  1858,  i\rr.  Leinbach  married  Mary 
Dunked,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
named  children:  Fannie;  Elizabeth,  who  married 
S.  S.  Alexander;  Susan,  wife  of  George  IV.  Ilaag; 
Sarah,  wife  of  J.  P.  Dentler;  John  F. ; Calvin  B.. 
of  Kansas;  Mary,  wife  of  P.  E.  Mans;  Gertrude, 
Mrs.  Frauntz;  and  Oliver,  who  married  Jennie 
Smith. 


Bcnevillc  K.  Haag,  son  of  John  and  IMary 
(Knauss)  Haag,  was  born  in  Berks  county  Jan. 
9,  1817.  He  received  his  education  in  the  sub- 
scription and  public  schools  of  his  native  county, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  Xorthumberhind 
county  in  1836.  By  the  time  he  had  spent  two 
years  on  the  farm  his  father  bought  here  he  had 
attained  his  majority,  and  he  began  clerking  in 
the  general  stoi'e  of  Geddes,  Green  & IValls,  at 
IMcEwcnsville.  lie  was  employed  there  for  four 
yeans,  during  which  tinu'  he  gained  considerable 
valuable  experience  in  that  line,  as  a large  business 
in  grain  as  rvell  as  in  general  merchandise  was 
done  at  the  store.  The  grain  was  hauled  to  Port 
May,  near  'Watsontown,  and  .shipped  by  canal. 
In  1842  'Mr.  Haag  became  clerk  in  a general  store 
in  Lewisburg,  continuing  there  until  1817,  when 
he  came  to  Milton  and  formed  a partnership  with 
T.  S.  Dlackoy  & Son  under  the  name  of  IMackey  & 
Haag,  dealers  in  dry  goods  and  hardware.  In 
1849  this  firm  was  dissohed  and  iMr.  Haag  inrmcil 


a partnership  with  IMontgomery  Sweeney,  with 
whom  he  did  a genejal  dry  goods  and  grocery 
business  for  one  year,  under  the  name  of  Sweeney 
ck  Haag.  His  next  association  was  as  senior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Haag  & Caldwell,  which  lasted 
one  year,  at  the  end  of  whicli  time  the  stock  was 
divided,  IMr.  Haag  taking  the  stand  on  what  is 
now  the  site  of  the  IMilton  Bank.  In  1853  he 
established  the  firm  of  Haag  Ov  Brown,  dealers  in 
hardware  and  books,  whidi  did  business  until 
1857,  when  he  took  entire  control,  continuing  thc- 
husiness  for  many  years.  In  time  his  son-in-law, 
John  Buoy,  became  a partner  in  the  concern.  In 
1863  i\Ir.  Haag  purchased  a lot  on  Front  street 
from  Elizabeth  Miller,  and  in  1865  he  erected  a 
building  on  that  property.  In  1875  this  block 
was  burned,  but  he  at  once  rebuilt  it  and  continued 
the  business.  In  the  disastrous  fife  of  May  14. 
1880,  which  swept  nearly  all  the  business  district 
of  IMilton,  iMr.  Flaag's  stores  were  again  destroyed. 
He  began  rebuilding  immediately,  putting  up  the 
block  now  owned  by  his  son-in-law,  John  Buoy. 
After  this  fire  Mr.  Haag  invested  in  a number  of 
lots  on  Front  street,  south  of  his  business  block, 
and  on  his  newly  acquired  land  put  up  other  busi- 
ness ].)laces.  In  1889  he  erected  the  ‘TIaag  Ilotel,’^ 
now  known  as  “The  IMilton,"  which  was  opened 
to  the  public  A])ril  1,  1890.  d’his  is  still  the 
largest  building  in  IMilton  and  one  of  the  finest 
hotel  ])uildings  in  the  city.  Mr.  Haag  was  a 
director  of  the  Xational  Bank  of  IMilton  from  1865 
to  1875. 

On  Feb.  20,  185.2,  l\[r.  Haag  married  Sarah 
Schuck.  who  was  born  July  19,  1821,  in  L'nion 
county.  Pa.,  daughter  of  I’hilip  and  Catherine 
(Diebert)  Schuck.  Six  children  were  born  tc' 
this  union  : William  A.,  decea,-ed ; i^Iary  E..  who 
married  John  Buoy:  Charles  11..  deceased;  Sallie, 
deceased:  Thomas  T. ; and  Ilettie,  wife  of  C.  A. 
Chapin. 

While  at  DIcEwensville  Mr.  Haag  was  post- 
master, and  he  was  also  a trustee  of  the  academy. 
After  the  great  fire  of  1880,  in  Jlilton.  he  was 
a])])ointed  a member  of  the  distributijig  committee^ 
V. hich-handled  the  relief  funds. 

APTHIMl  B.  WIVrZEL,  senior  member  of  the 
finn  of  Wetzel  & Gass,  electrical  contractors  aiid 
dealei's  of  Sunbury.  is  a young  man  of  enterprise 
and  energy,  and  by  hard  work  has  won  a sub- 
stantial place  in  local  busine.-s  circles.  IIc  was 
born  in  Sunlmry  July  11.  1883.  and  received  his 
education  there,  leaving  high  school  just  two 
monilis  before  his  class  graduated  to  engage  in 
Imsiness.  He  sened  his  apprenticeship  to  the 
eleidrical  business  in  Sunbury  and  Shamokin,  and 
for  a brief  ])eriod  was  also  employed  by  the  V est- 
inghouse  Electrical  ^Manufacturing  Company  at 
Pittsburg.  Ho  has  I)cen  in  business  for  himself 
from  a r-omparativMv  early  age,  and  the  t'.rm  of 
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A\’ot/('l  A'  Gass  i’.i'e  tlio  leading'  contractors  in  their 
line  in  Sunbury,  where  they  iiave  built  up  a large 
trade.  They  have  equipiicd  many  important 
structures  in  and  around  the  horougii,  including 
the  X’orthumbeiland  county  jail,  the  counhouse, 
tlie  iMary  i\I.  Packer  hospital,  the  Hooven  Mercan- 
tile Company's  building,  the  plant  of  the  Sunbury 
Ice  Company,  the  Clernmer  Imilding,  the  “Aldine 
Hotel,”  the  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Baptist 
Church,  the  “Xetl'  ilotise,”  the  Burial  Case  Com- 
pany's building,  the  William  II.  Pohrhach  man- 
sion, the  Blank  A Gottshall  mill,  the  llohrbaeh 
.school  building,  the  Phnincis  E.  Drumhellcr  school 
building,  the  J.  C.  Packer  residence  and  Xo.  1 
engine  house,  all  in  Sunbury;  as  well  as  the  Milton 
Bealty  Company's  building,  at  iMiltnn.  this 
county.  Four  I'egular  men  are  employed  besides 
the  two  members  of  the  tirm,  both  of  whom  bear 
high  reputations  as  skilled  electricians.  Wetzel 
& Gass  also  deal  in  electrical  supplies,  their  store 
at  Xo.  441  iMarket  street,  Sunbury,  having  the 
largest  and  most  complete  line  of  such  goods  to 
be  found  in  Xorthumberland  county.  Their  re- 
liable woi'k,  up-to-date  in  every  particular  and 
bearing  the  tests  of  time  well,  has  won  them  the 
e.xtensive  patronage  tliey  now  enjoy. 

Mr.  Wetzel  is  a member  of  B.  P.  0.  Elks  Lodge 
Xo.  267,  and  in  religion  is  identified  with  the 
Epi.scopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  a communicant. 
On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1906.  he  married  Elizabeth 
Downs,  daughter  of  Joseph  0.  Downs,  of  Sunbury. 

Jacob  M'etzel.  of  Hereford  township,  Berks  Co.. 
Pa.,  made  his  will  May  S,  17S.1,  and  it  was  pro- 
bated Xov.  9,  17S.J.  This  document  mentions  his 
wife  Worthy  iMaria,  and  shows  the  oldest  son  to 
have  been  Jacob.  To  the  son  Conrad  was  given 
the  large  Baseler  Bible.  'I'lie  children  were: 
Jacob,  Johannes,  George,  Phili]),  Catarina,  Peter, 
Heinrich,  Conrad  and  iMarialiss. 


Jonathan  Wetzel,  horn  in  1801,  was  a farmer 
and  liveil  neai-  Xew  Berlin.  Snyder  Co.,  Pa.  ; he 
is  buried  at  the  Xew  Berlin  Church,  of  which  he 
was  a Lutheran  member.  To  him  and  his  wife. 
Esther  Hoffman,  were  Itorn  children  as  follows; 
Jonathan,  who  was  killed  while  serving  as  a sol- 
dier in  the  Civil  war;  Samuel,  Solomon  and  Wil- 
liam. all  of  whom  were  >oldiers  in  the  Civil  war; 
David;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Daniel  Wenner;  Hannah, 
wife  of  John  (filbert;  and  Polly,  wife  of  Emanuel 
Haslet  t. 

David  Wetzel,  son  of  Jonathan,  liorn  IMarch  3, 
1S3S.'  in  I^nion  Countv,  Pa.,  was  engatred  as  a 
farmer  for  many  years  during  his  earlier  life,  until 
his  removal  to  ^liddleburg.  Pa.,  in  about  1S93. 
Previous  to  that  time  he  had  several  good  farms 
in  Jackson  township,  Snydei’  county,  and  ho  still 
owns  a considerable  amount  of  real  estate.  For 
more  than  a (|uarter  of  a centurv  he  has  been  agent 
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for  several  tire  insurance  companies.  iMr.  Wetzel 
married  Elizabeth  Spangler,  daughter  of  Ivlias 
Spangler,  and  they  have  had  eight  children:  Cal- 
vin, Harry,  Jennie,  Elsie.  Clayton,  Eva  May  and 
Olive  Eae  (widow  of  Dr.  Charles  Woodruff),  twins, 
and  Vincent.  i\Ir.  AYctzel  and  his  family  are 
Lutherans  in  religious  matters. 

James  Wetzel  tvas  born  in  March,  1832,  in 
Lower  Augusta  township,  was  engaged  as  a lab- 
orer, and  died  July  27,  1909,  at  Sunbury.  He  was 
a member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  His  widow, 
Lavina  (Clement),  daughter  of  Peter  Clement, 
lives  in  Sunbury  with  her  son  Edwin.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  IVetzel  had  a large  family,  viz.;  Frank  is 
deceased;  Amanda,  Cornelius  and  Hannah  died 
when  small ; one  dairghter  died  in  infancy;  Xathan, 
born  July  14,  lSo7,  at  Fisher's  Ferry,  came  to 
Sunbury  in  June,  1S73,  and  since  1877  has  worked 
for  the  Pennsylvania  Pailroad  Company  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Belief  Association  (on  Dec.  9, 
1878,  he  married  Katie  Eyster,  daughter  of  Con- 
rad Eyster.  and  they  have  five  children,  Daisy, 
Harry,  Lillie,  Alice  and  Walter;  the  family  are 
Lutlierans)  ; William,  of  Sunbury,  an  electrician, 
is  married  and  has  a family  ; Edward,  of  Stinburv, 
is  an  electrician;  Angeline  married  William  Bay; 
Emma  married  William  IMautz. 


William  B.  Wetzel  was  born  near  Fisher's  Ferry 
and  fs  an  old  railroader,  being  now  engaged  as 
conductor  on  a freight  train  on  the  Stisquehann;i 
division.  He  married  IMaiy  Thomas,  and  they 
have  an  only  son.  The  family  live  at  Xo.  233 
Spruce  street,  Sunbury. 

JOTIX  W.  SCTTABO,  fire  boss  at  the  Excelsior 
collierv,  operated  by  the  Excelsior  Coal  Comjtany, 
of  Excelsior,  Xorthumberland  countv,  has  been  in 
the  employ  of  that  company  for  a number  of  years 
and  is  one  of  the  substantial  and  respected  citizens 
of  his  locality. 

Dir.  Schaho  was  born  at  his  parents'  old  home 
in  Columbia  county.  Pa..  Aug.  29.  1864,  son  of 
.Tulin  Schaho,  now  a retired  citizen  of  Shamokin, 
Xorthuinherland  county,  ex-county  treasurer,  and 
otherwise  well  known  in  this  section.  He  came  to 
Shamokin  with  his  father  and  began  work  as  a 
slate  picker,  later  being  employed  at  mining.  He 
then  supplemented  his  early  education  by  study 
at  ,St.  Vincent's  College,  which  is  situatoil  at  La- 
trobe.  AVestmoreland  Co.,  Pa.,  graduating  from 
that  institution  inT882.  Beturning  to  Shamokin, 
he  was  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  for  some  time, 
ami  then  for  seven  years  was  an  employee  of  the 
Shamokin  A Edgewood  Bailway  Company.  He 
has  since  been  emjilovi'd  at  the  collieries. 

(Jn  IMay  6.  1886,  iMr.  Schaho  married  E. 
.Vnnhuster,  daughter  of  Edward  Armbuster.  of 
Mauch  Chunk,  I’a.,  and  of  the  two  children  liorn 
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to  them  one  is  living,  Jolin  Edward,  who  is  fore- 
man for  the  East  End  Lumber  Company  of  Sha- 
mokin,  is  married  to  Alay  Hower  and  has  two 
children,  Tryllis-and  Rea.  The  other,  Harry,  is 
deceased. 

Mr.  Schabo  is  a Democrat  and  lias  been  some- 
what active  in  local  party  matters,  having 
served  on  the  election  board  for  about  fifteen  years. 
He  is  at  present  acting  as  councilman  of  his  ward, 
the  Third.  Like  the  rest  of  the  family  he  is  a 
member  of  St.  Edward's  Catholic  Church  of  Sha- 
mokin,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Columbus  and  the  C.  K.  of  E. 

AVILLIAM  J.  LIYDER  has  been  brewmasfer 
at  the  Eagle  Run  Brewery  in  Shamokin  for  sev- 
eral years  and  is  a man  well  known  in  his  line  all 
over  the  United  States.  He  has  increased  the  out- 
put of  the  plant  with  which  he  is  now  connected 
materiall}'  by  his  improvements  in  the  quality  of 
the  product. 

Mr.  Linder  was  born  at  Baden,  on  the  Rhine, 
Germany,  Oct.  4,  1873.  His  father  Adolph  Lin- 
der was  also  a native  of  Baden  and  became  a civil 
engineer.  Coming  to  America  in  1880  he  settled 
in  Xew  YYrk  City,  where  for  a number  of  years  he 
was  engaged  in  contracting  and  building,  doing  the 
frame  work  on  buildings.  In  ISSG  he  bought  out 
the  bottling  business  of  the  Star  Brewery  in  Xew 
Y'ork  City  and  also  loccame  a member  of  the  firm 
of  the  Star  Brewery,  continuing  in  this  connec- 
tion until  1899.  He  has  since  had  no  active  busi- 
ness associations.  Ho  married  Maiy  A.  Gerold, 
and  they  had  children  as  follows : Anna.  Charles, 
Adolph,  Tlieodore,  Eugene.  Annial  and  AYilliam  J. 

Will  iam  J.  Linder  was  a child  when  he  came 
with  his  father  to  America.  He  received  a public 
school  education,  and  has  been  engaged  at  the 
brewing  business  from  lioyhood,  having  -begun 
work  in  that  line  Aug.  1.5,  1889,  at  the  Star  Brew- 
ery in  Xew  Y'ork  City.  He  began  at  the  bottom 
and  learned  the  trade  thoroughly,  and  after  leav- 
ing the  Star  Brewery  enlarged  liis  experience  by 
service  with  various  other  establishments,  being 
in  the  George  R.  Alley  Brewery  for  two  years  and 
later  in  the  Atlantic  City  Brev'ery  for  two  years. 
While  at  the  latter  place  he  made  a special  brew 
of  Wiirzburger  which  was  very  successful.  For  a 
year  after  leaving  the  Atlantic  City  Brewing  Com- 
pany he  was  with  Jacob  Hornung,  in  Philadelphia, 
and  then  spent  short  ]icriods  in  various  cities,  get- 
ting different  breweries  in  satisfactory  running- 
order.  In  February,  1907,  he  came  to  Shamokin 
to  take  the  place  of  brewmaster  at  the  Eagle  Run 
Brewery,  which  he  has  improved  in  many  ways  by 
his  ])rogressive  and  intelligent  methods  of  manu- 
facture, its  output  having  an  excellent  reputa- 
tion in  the  locality,  where  the  demand  has 
widened  considerably  within  the  past  few  years. 
Air.  Linder  has  always  l>eeu  a scientific  brewer. 


familiar  with  the  most  approved  and  up-to-date 
processes  in  the  production  of  l^eer,  and  encour- 
aging the  various  movements  which  have  been 
made  to  place  its  manufacture  on  the  basis  which 
modern'  hygiene  demands.  He  is  a member  of  the 
Brewmasters'  Association  and  was  one  of  the  sev- 
enteen charter  members  of  the  American  Brewing 
Institute. 

Air.  Linder  married  Amelia  Utgen,  a native  of 
Germany,  and  they  have  two  children,  Helen  and 
Catherine. 

Socially  Air.  Linder  holds  membership  in  the 
I.  0.  0.  F.  He  is  a baseball  player  of  some  note, 
having  played  with  some  of  the  strong  teams  while 
in  Xew  Y'ork  City. 

ALEXAATDER  LOXG,  of  Shamokin,  Xorth- 
umberland  c-o-unty,  is  one  of  the  old  and  respected 
residents  of  that  place,  where  he  is  living  in  re- 
tirement after  manv  years  of  industry.  He  fol- 
lowed mining  throughout  his  active  years  after 
coming  to  this  country. 

Air.  Long  is  a native  of  County  Donegal,  Ire- 
land, born  Aug.  1-5,  1842.  His  father,  Charles 
Long,  was  foreman  in  a slate  quarry  in  Ireland 
and  also  had  a farm  of  forty  acres  \\-hich  he  culti- 
vated, being  thus  in  quite  prosperous  circum- 
stances. He  and  his  wife,  Alargaret  (Boyd),  lived 
to  advanced  age,  lie  dying  when  eighty-eight  years 
old  and  Airs.  Long  when  one  hundred  and 
one.  Their  children  were:  Charles  (who  died  in 
Canada),  Abraham,  James,  Anna,  Catherine, 
Amelia,  Alargaret,  Alexander,  Jane  and  Susan. 

Alexander  Long  was  reared  in  his  native  coun- 
try, remaining  there  until  after  his  marriage.  He 
i\-as  twenty-one  when  he  came  to  America  with  his 
wife  and  young  family,  landing  in  Xew  Y'ork 
City.  Their  first  location  was  in  Carbon  county, 
Pa.,  and  Air.  Long  also  spent  some  time  in  Ches- 
ter county  and  at  Pittsburg  before  settling  in 
vShamokin,  in  1871.  Here  he  followed  mining  for 
twenty-five  years,  until  he  met  with  a serious  ac- 
cident, in  190G,  which  incapacitated  him  for  the 
work  in  which  he  had  been  engaged;  from  that 
time  until  his  retirement  he  was  enijiloyed  at  other 
work  in  the  colliery. 

Air.  Long  was  married  in  Ireland  to  Jane  Love, 
a native  of  that  country,  who  died  Dec.  31,  1909. 
aged  seventy-three  years,  at  Shamokin,  and  is 
buried  there.  They  had  a family  of  seven  chil- 
ilren,  namely:  Charles  L.,  assistant  road  foreman 
for  the  Philadelphia  & Reading  Company,  is  now 
located  at  West  Alilton,  Pa.,  and  is  well  known  at 
Shamokin,  which  lie  still  calls  home;  Alaggie  is 
the  wife  of  William  Alctz ; Patrick,  born  in  1SG8, 
a skilled  well  and  shot  driller,  died  Alarch  4, 
1909,  and  his  widow  and  family  still  reside  at 
Shamokin  (he  marrieil  Jennie  Thompson,  and 
they  had  tliree  children,  Alexander,  Charles  and 
Jt-nnie)  ; James  is  a conductor  on  the  Pennsylvania 
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niilroad;  Mary  rnaniod  L'ra]>or  Lewis;  John  is 
fireman  at  the  ‘AVindsor  Hotel,”  Pliiladelphia, 
Pa.;  Annie  married  William  \Y.  Smith. 

]\ir.  I^ong  is  a member  of  the  Episcopal  Cluireh, 
and  fraternally  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow. 

GEOPGE  IvLINGEIi,  engineer  at  the  Locust 
Spring  colliery,  at  ].j0cust  Gap,  in  Mount  Carmel 
township,  this  county,  was  born  Dec.  4,  1872,  at 
Mount  Carmel,  and  has  passed  practically  all  his 
life  at  Locust  Gap,  having  come  to  this  place  wdien 
but  four  years  old.  He  belongs  to  a branch  of 
the  Klinger  family  now  numerously  represented 
in  Schuylkill  and  adjoining  counties. 

'I’he  ancestors  of  ttie  Klinger  family  in  America 
emigrated  from  Holland.  Alexander  Klinger 
sailed  in  the  ship  “Albany,”  Eobert  Brown,  master, 
from  Eotterdam,  last  from  Cowes.  Isle  of  Wight, 
England,  and  landed  at  Philadelphia  Sept.  2. 
1749.  He  settled  in  Eeading,  Berks  county,  and 
was  in  the  first  list  of  taxabies  on  record  of 
Eeading,  1759.  His  name  also  appears  in  the  first 
United  States  census  of  Eeading,  taken  in  1790. 
He  was  a real  estate  owner  in  the  city  of  Heading, 
as  appears  by  patents  taken  for  lots  in  1753.  He 
served  as  a private  in  the  Eevolutionary  war,  in 
Capt.  Conrad  Shirraan's  company,  of  Berks  county 
volunteers.  He  died  in  the  citv  of  Eeading  in 
April,  1802.  His  son  George  Adam  Klinger  had 
previously  settled  in  Mahantango,  tvhich  at  that 
time  still  was  territory  of  Berks  county. 

d’ho  great-grandfather  of  Georye  Klinger  lived 
in  Dauphin  count}'.  Pa.,  and  followed  farming. 
He  died  upon  his  farm  near  Klinger’s  Church. 
His  children  were ; Andrew : William,  who  died 
in  Dauphin  county,  and  Daniel,  who  died  at  Seven 
Points,  Northumberland  county. 

Andrew  Klinger,  grandfather  of  George  Klinger, 
was  born  in  ISOl  in  Dauphin  county,  and  coming 
to  Northumberland  county  was  here  engaged  in 
miniijg  for  many  years,  being  a bo.ss  at  Shamokin, 
iMount  Carmel  and  Locust  Gap.  He  died  at  Mount 
Carmel  in  18CG.  His  wife,  Mary  (Helwich),  died 
in  Shamokin,  and  thev  wore  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  namely:  Catherine  married  Williant 

Starr;  John  died  in  IMount  Carmel;  Sarah  mar- 
ried John  Kleisor;  Ecubon  died  in  INfount  Carmel 
(he  was  a soldier  in  the  Civil  war)  ; George  A.  is 
mentioned  below ; Mary  died  unmarried ; Bella 
married  Dfinicd  Delcamp;  William  was  killed 
while  serving  in  the  Civil  war. 

George  A.  Klinger,  son  of  Andrew,  was  born  in 
Dauphin  county,  June  21,  1841,  at  the  lower  etid 
of  Deep  Creek  Valley,  near  Klingerstown,  and  was 
only  two  yeai’s  old  rvlien  brought  by  Ids  parents  to 
Shamokin.  He  began  working  in  the  mines  Avhen 
a boy,  being  llr.st  employed  at  the  “Water  Gap,” 
now  the  Cameron  colliery.  He  also  followed  min- 
ing at  IMount  Carmel,  in  1875  coming  to  liOcust 
Gap,  where  he  has  since  been  engaged.  In  1903 


he  was  made  assistant  foreman  of  a gang  of  men 
out.sido,  which  position  he  still  holds  at  the  Locust 
Spring  colliery.  During  the  Civil  war  Mr.  Klinger 
was  in  the  IJnion  army,  enlisting  at  Ashland  in 
Company  G,  129th  Eegiment,  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, and  receiving  his  discharge  at  Harrisburg. 
He  was  in  the  service  nine  months,  and  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and  Chancellors- 
ville. 

Mr.  Klinger  married  Jane  Sharp,  daughter  of 
John  Sharp,  and  to  them  have  been  born  children 
as  follows:  A daughter  that  died  in  infancy; 
Ifmma,  now  Mrs.  Abraham  Morgan  ; George ; John, 
vho  is  an  engineer:  Thomas,  a fireman;  Ida  M., 
wife  of  Frank  A.  Bergstresser ; Bella;  William, 
who  died  aged  twenty-three  years ; Eaymond ; 
Hattie;  Margaret,  wife  of  Aug'ust  Zimmerman; 
and  Albert,  a teacher  in  Mount  Carmel  township. 

George  Klinger  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Locust  Gap,  and  began  work  like 
most  boys  around  the  mines,  picking  slate. 
He  followed  this  for  three  years,  after  which  he 
tended  door  inside  and  then  drove  inside.  liUter 
he  was  employed  outside  at  the  srdf-acting  plant 
before  he  commenced  firing.  In  1900  he  was 
promoted  to  engineer  and  has  since  been  engaged 
as  .«ucb,  in  his  present  position  at  the  T.ocust 
Spring  colliery.  He  is  an  industrious  and  efficient 
worker,  respected  as  a good  citizen  and  a man  of 
excellent  habits. 

On  June  1,  1899,  Mr.  Klinger  married  Clara 
Bergstresser,  daughter  of  William  Bergstresser, 
of  Helfenstein,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  and  they  have 
a family  of  five  children : Hazel,  Clayton,  Alfred, 
Catherine  and  Jennie. 

l\Ir.  Klinger  is  a member  of  Mount  Carmel 
Lodge  No.  G30,  I.  0.  0.  F.,  and  of  Washington 
Camp  No.  IIG,  P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  of  Mount  Carmel. 
He  is  a Methodist  in  religious  connection,  but  has 
no  political  bonds,  voting  independently. 

EBEEIIAED  GEOSS,  one  of  tbe  foremen  at  the 
Cameron  colliery,  where  he  has  been  stable  boss 
since  1907,  bas  been  a I'esident  of  the  borough  of 
Shamokin  since  1892,  and  with  the  exception  of 
three  years  during  which  he  was  in  the  hotel  busi- 
nes.s  has  been  engaged  in  tbe  mines  ever  since. 

i\Ir.  Gross  is  a native  of  Cologne,  Germany,  born 
July  31,  1857,  son  of  Bertolete  Gross,  who  fol- 
lowed farming  in  Germany,  where  he  died  in  June, 
1857.  His  wife.  Anna  Mary  (Eoscnthal) , daugh- 
ter of  Broel  Eoscnthal.  died  in  March,  1890,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  tliey  arc  buried  in 
the  same  churchvard.  They  were  Catholics  in  re- 
ligions faith.  They  had  five  children,  as  follows: 
John,  who  served  in  the  Franco-German  war  of 
1870-71.  is  still  living  in  Germany ; Anthony  died 
in  18G7  at  the  age  of  twentv-two  yctirs : Cliarles. 
who  served  in  the  Franco-German  war.  lives  in 
Germany;  Joseph  is  a resident  of  Germany  (he 
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served  m the  German  anujj  ; Eberliard  is  men- 
tioned below. 

Eherhard  Gross  attended  the  public  schools  and 
was  reared  upon  a farm,  also  following  mining 
during  his  early  life.  He  served  three  years  as  a 
private  in  the  German  army,  from  187  7 to  1880. 
From  that  time  until  he  came  to  America  he  fol- 
lowed farming  and  mining.  Taking  passage  at 
Antwerp,  he  crossed  to  ^Montreal,  in  the  Province 
of  Quebec,  Canada,  landing  June  29,  1891,  and 
remained  there  for  si.x  months,  after  which  he  was 
in  iMassaehusetts,  working  at  the  Davis  mines, 
about  five  months  before  coming  to  Shamokin,  in 
1892.  He  went  to  work  as  a miner  at  the  Cam- 
eron colliery  for  sever.al  years,  and  for  three  years, 
1899  to  1901,  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business 
as  proprietor  of  the  “Franklin  House.”  He  has 
since  been  emjiloyed  at  the  Cameron  colliery, 
where  ho  was  made  stable  boss  in  1907.  He  is 
trustworthy  and  ellicient,  and  has  the  confidence 
of  his  employers  and  the  respect  of  his  fellow 
workmen. 

On  IMay  10,  1881,  IMr.  Gross  married  Lena 
Hafer,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Annetta  (Schmidt) 
Hafer,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  ton 
children,  five  of  whom  survive,  namely:  IMarv  A., 
wife  of  E.  C.  Keller:  Joseph,  superintendent  for 
the  IMetropolitan  Insurance  Company  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  Pa. ; Fi’ank,  Herman  and  William,  all  at 
home.  -The  deceased  were  Charles,  Henry.  Lena. 
John  and  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Gross  has  had  his  own 
home,  at  Xo.  817  East  Commerce  street,  Shamokin, 
since  lOO.l.  The  family  are  Catholics  in  religious 
faith,  belonging  to  St.  Edward’s  Church.  Mr. 
Gross  is  a Democrat  and  interested  in  local  party 
affairs,  having  served  as  committeeman  of  Sha- 
mokin. 

JAMES  H.  .McBRTDE,  of  Shamokin.  has  made 
his  home  in  that  borough  since  1888.  For  a num- 
ber of  years  after  settling  here  he  was  employed  at 
the  collieries  and  since  1898  has  been  an  employee 
of  the  Croninger  Packing  Company. 

- iVIr.  IMcBride  was  born  May  9,  18(13.  at  Scranton. 
Lackawanna  Co..  Pa.,  son  of  James  McBride  and 
grandson  of  IMichael  McBride,  a native  of  Ireland 
who  came  to  Auierica  when  a young  man  and  set- 
tled at  Paterson.  X.  J.  Later  he  mov('d  to  Bridge- 
port, Conn.,  where  he  died.  His  family  consisted 
of  eight  children,  namelv:  James,  Henry,  John, 
Charles,  Susan,  IMarv.  Rosie  and  Sarah. 

James  iMcBride.  son  of  IMichael,  was  born  at 
Paterson,  X.  J..  and  there  spent  his  early  life.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  engineer  and  ran  the  first 
passenger  train  on  the  Delaware,  Lackawanna  & 
Western  ; he  was  also  the  first  to  run  a coal  burner 
on  the  Xew  YMrlc.  Xew  Haven  d Hartford  road.  He 
served  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil  war.  was 
a sergeant  in  the  2nd  Xew  Jersey  Cavalry,  and 
was  promoted  three  times  for  gallantry.  Jn  LSGtl 


he  went  to  Florida,  'where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  He  had  worked  as  stationary  engineer  for 
a number  of  years,  and  upon  going  to  Florida 
became  engineer  on  a ves.sel.  His  wife,  Sarah 
(iMcGee),  died  in  ISGo  at  Shamokin,  Pa.,  the 
mother  of  three  children : Michael,  who  lives  in 
Shamokin;  Susan,  wife  of  Fred  Rock;  and 
James  H. 

James  IT.  i^^cBride  was  only  two  years  old  when 
brought  from  Scranton  to  Xorthumberland  county, 
and  his  mother  dying  when  he  was  very  young,  he 
was  reared  by  Solomon  Klase,  at  Snydertown,  this 
county.  He  attended  public  school  there  at  Sny- 
dertown, and  since  1SS8  he  has  made  his  home  in 
Shamokin,  where  he  first  found  employment  as 
engineer  at  the  collieries,  continuing  to  work  at 
the  mines  until  1898,  when  he  took  his  present 
position  with  the  Croninger  Packing  Company. 
He  holds  the  responsible  post  of  chief  engineer. 
He  is  a reliable  and  industrious  worker,  and  has 
the  respect  of  employers  and  fellow  employees. 

On  Dec.  22,  1888,  ItTr.  McBride  married  Ida 
Rowe,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Jury) 
Rowe,  of  Lykens,  Pa.,  and  they  have  had  three 
children : A daughter  that  died  in  infancy,  Albert 
S.  and  Su.san  E.  The  family  reside  at  Xo.  630 
West  S])ruce  street,  Shamokin.  Mr.  IMcBride  is 
a member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  in  religious  connection  is  a member 
of  the  Methodist  Church. 

WESLEY"  VAX  GASKEX,  a veteran  of  the 
Civil  war  now  living  retired  at  Shamokin,  Xorth- 
umberland county,  was  engaged  for  many  years  as 
a blacksmith  in  the  collieries  in  this  vicinity,  and 
he  is  a son  of  Henry  A'an  Gasken,  who  in  his  day 
was  one  of  the  best  known  men  about  the  coal 
regions.  He  was  born  July  28,  1838,  in  Phila- 
delphia. Pa.,  and  belongs  to  a family  which  origi- 
nated in  Hollaml  and  which  has  been  established 
in  America  from  Colonial  times.  The  emigrant 
ancestor  came  from  Holland  and  landed  at  Lewes, 
Delaware. 

John  Van  Gasken.  Sr.,  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  are 
the  first  of  the  line  of  whom  avc  have  record.  ’Their 
son  John  was  born  ^larch  4.  1744,  and  their  son 
Xicholas  was  born  Sept.  10,  1760. 

.Tohn  Van  Dasken,  Jr.,  born  March  4,  1744, 
was  in  his  thii  f v-^econd  year  when  the  Revolution 
broke  out  and  he  must  have  known  Caesar  Rodnev 
and  many  of  the  Delaware  patriots,  for  he  him.self 
served  in  the  war  and  was  with  Washington  at 
the  famous  crossing  of  the  Delaware.  He  married 
Susanna  Hill,  who  was  born  Aug.  31,  1732. 
daughter  of  'Thomas  and  Susanna  Hill,  and 
they  had  children  as  follows:  (1)  J<d>n, 

born  .\ug.  U),  1774,  was  married  June 

18,  1802,  to  Hannah  Hill,  and  had  children: 
Susanna,  born  Juno  In'.'  ISOT),  and  John,  born 
Feb.  .■).  1807.  (2)  Sarah  was  born  Feb.  1.  llS'i. 
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(3)  Tiioimis,  born  vSo})t.  29,  J778,  died  iMareli  9, 
1795.  (4)  Josepii  was  born  iMarch  11,  1781. 

Joseph  Van  Casken,  born  i^[art‘h  11,  1781,  died 
Jan.  24,  1828.  He 'foilov.-cd  farming  in  Delaware. 
He  married  (llrst)  Ann  Barnet,  who  was  born 
iMareh  15,  1786,  dangliter  of  Solomon  and  Bachel 
Barnet,  and  died  in  December.  1822.  On  iMarch 
8,  1823,  he  married  (second)  Bodie  IMorris.  His 
children,  all  by  the  first  union,  were  as  follows: 

(1)  Bachel,  born  Xov.  7,  18U8,  was  over  ninety 

when  she  died,  and  though  in  her  advanced  years 
both  sight  and  hearing  were  impaired  she  con- 
tinued to  visit  her  children,  unattended,  traveling 
consideralile  distances  hv  railroad,  and  like  lier 
brother  Jolm,  who  lived  to  advanced  years,  but 
not  to  such  a great  age  as  she  attained,  remained 
active  and  intelligent  to  the  end.  (2)  John,  born 
Xov.  12,  1809,  died  Sept.  19,  1811.  (3)  Henry 

is  mentioned  below.  (4)  W illiam,  born  Dec.  18, 
1813,  died  Dec.  28,  1813.  (5)  Sarah  Ann,  born 

Sept.  16,  1816,  died  AYv.  8,  1816.  (6)  Itlary, 

bom  July  27,  1818,  died  Oct.  6,  1818.  (7)  John 

(2) ,  born  Aug.  1,  1820,  died  young.  (8)  Barnet, 
born  Xov.  29,  1822,  died  Sept.  22,  1824. 

Henry  Van  Gasken,  father  of  Wsley  Van 
Gasken,  was  born  Aug.  24,  1811,  in  Delaware,  and 
died  Feb.  10,  1874.  He  followed  contracting,  in 
which  he  was  engaged  at  various  places,  being 
located  for  a time  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  returning 
later  to  Philadelphia.  He  was  one  of  the  ‘•forty- 
niners^  to  go  out  to  California,  where  he  remained 
four  years,  -working  as  a carpenter,  in  the  course 
of  wliich  time  and  pursuit  he  put  together  the 
boat  “Swan,-’  which  was  built  at  Whlmington, 
Del.,  and  shipped  to  California  in  sections.  He 
became  captain  of  this  boat  when  it  was  put  into 
service,  running  between  Sacramento  and  San 
Francisco.  Beturning  East,  he  located  in  Sha- 
mokin  in  1852,  and  there  took  contracts  in  the 
building  of  the  first  collieries.  He  subsequently 
became  superintendent  of  the  Carbon  Bun  colliery, 
now  known  as  the  Bear  Valley  colliery,  and  for  a 
time  was  division  superintendent  of  the  Beading 
Coal  & Iron  Company,  in  the  Shamokin  District 
under  Franklin  B.  Gowen,  president,  in  these 
various  capacities  becoming  widely  known  through- 
out the  coal  regions,  and  among  all  classes. 

On  July  24,  1834,  Mr.  Van  Gasken  married 
jMary  Fearer,  who  was  born  June  13,  1815,  in 
Philadelphia,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
Fearer,  and  died  Xov.  4,  1862.  They  were  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Bachel,  born  July  12, 
1836,  who  married  Edward  Farrell,  of  Sacramento, 
Cal.;  W'esley;  Henry  Clay,  born  April  16,  18-16; 
and  Diary  F.,  born  Dec.  15,  1848,  who  married 
Frank  Bowman,  and  (second)  Frank  W'arren 
(both  her  husbands  are  deceased  and  she  resides 
in  Chicago,  Illinois). 

Wesley  Van  Gasken  came  to  Shamokin  with  his 
father  in  boyhood  and  remained  here  until  .-even- 


tecn,  when  he  went  to  Lancaster  to  learn  the 
blacksmith’s  trade  in  the  locomotive  shop.  xVfter 
three  years  there  he  entered  the  Baldwin  shops  at 
Philadelphia,  where  he  was  employed  at  the  time 
of  his  enlistment  in  April,  1861,  for  service  in  the 
Civil  war,  in  Company  D,  61st  Begiment,  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers.  He  served  to  the  close 
of  the  struggle,  with  the  Army  of  tlio  Potomac, 
takitig  part  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  and  many 
other  important  engagements,  d’hough  he  saw 
hard  service  he  himself  e-scaped  with  only  a liesh 
wound  upon  his  left  hand.  Dir.  \'an  Gasken  was 
the  only  one  of  a large  family  to  serve  in  the  Civil 
war,  and  ho  has  a record  of  which  he  may  well 
be  proud.  He  thinks  it  is  the  figlding  blood  he 
inherited  from  his  Bevolutionary  ancestor,  wdiom 
he  honors  for  his  patriotism,  which  induced  hiih  to 
go  to  the  rescue- of  his  country  in  the  days  of  the 
Civil  war. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  Dir.  D"an  Gasken  returned 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  settling  at  Shamokin  fol- 
lowed his  trade  at  the  various  collieries,  continu- 
ing thus  until  his  retirement,  in  1890.  In  1864  he 
married  Xancy  Lake,  daughter  of  David  X.  and 
Sarah  (Farrow)  Lake,  of  Shamokin,  the  former 
of  whom  served  many  years  as  justice  of  the  peace 
in  that  liorough.  Dir.  and  Dlrs.  Dhm  Gasken  had 
five  children,  all  of  whom  marided,  amt  the}  have 
three  great-grandchildren.  Chantilly,  their  eldest 
child,  married  Elmer  If.  Price,  of  Shamokin,  and 
has  children:  Xancy,  DVesley,  Edward.  Dorothy 
and  Sidney.  Diary  married  Harry  DI.  Dauser,  now 
living  at  Providence,  B.  L,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Frank  and  Harry.  Harry,  who  died 
in  Shamokin  Dec.  16,  19u9.  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
nine  years,  married  Cora  S.  Sweitzer  and  left  two 
children,  Dlilton  and  Bachel.  Bachel  is  the  wife 
of  Sidney  Yeager,  resides  in  X’orfolk,  D^a.,  and 
has  two  children,  Carroll  and  DIargaret.  Sarah, 
wife  of  E.  F.  Harding,  of  Boston,  Diass.,  has  one 
daughter,  Alice. 

Dir.  and  Dlrs.  Van  Gasken  reside  at  X’o.  94 
Commerce  street,  Shamokin.  He  is  a member  of 
Lincoln  Post,  X'o.  140,  G.  A.  B.,  at  Shamokin,  and 
one  of  its  past  otficers ; in  religious  matters  he  is 
identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church.  An  in- 
telligent, respected  citizen,  he  is  a credit  to  his 
family  and  a substantial  member  of  the  com- 
munity. \ 

JADIES  F.  GOBDOA',  inside  foreman  at  the 
Locust  S[>ring  section  at  Locust  Gap,  this 
county,  is  one  of  the  best  known  men 
of  that  place  and  a miner  of  fifty  years’  ex- 
perience, having  begun  work  at  the  breaker  when 
but  eight  years  of  age.  He  worked  his  way  up 
from  the  humblest  position  by  faithful  and  efficient 
services,  and  has  been  engaged  in  his  pre.sent 
capacity  for  the  past  ten  years. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  born  at  Bottsville.  Schuvlkill 
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Co.,  Pa.,  in  1852,  so]i  of  James  Gordon.  The 
father  was  born  in  Ireland  and  left  that  country 
for  America  when  a young  man,  settling  in  Potts- 
ville.  Pa.,  where -he  lived  for  some  time.  He  also 
lived  at  St.  Clair,  in  the  same  county,  and  later 
removed  to  Ashland,  where  he  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years.  He  was  a miner  by  occupation. 
His  wife,  Anna  Corcoran,  was  also  a native  of 
Ireland,  and  sixteen  children  were  born  to  them, 
only  five  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  namely; 
Michael,  Patrick,  .James  F.,  Nellie  and  Sarah. 

James  F.  Gordon  attended  school  at  St.  Clair 
and  Ashland,  in  his  native  county.  He  began 
picking  slate  at  the  breaker  before  he  was  eight 
years  old,  and  was  thus  employed  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  went  into  the  mines,  in  which  he 
has  found  his  life  work.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
mines  at  Ashland  until  he  came  to  Locust  Gap, 
Northumberland  county,  in  189G.  Here  he  was 
fire  boss  for  two  years,  the  next  two  years  acting 
as  assistant  inside  foreman,  and  in  1900  becoming 
inside  foreman,  the  duties  of  which  position  he 
has  since  filled.  He  has  a most  creditable  record 
as  a careful  miner  and  a good  manager,  having 
450  men  to  look  after.  Mr.  Gordon  is  popular 
with  his  men  and  with  his  fellow  citizens  of  all 
degrees  in  Locust  Gap,  respected  for  his  indus- 
trious and  riseful  life  and  as  a typical  representa- 
tive of  the  reliable  and  tnrstworthy  workers  en- 
gaged in  the  foremost  industry  of  this  part  of  the 
State. 

Mr.  Gordon  married  Mary  O’Hara,  who  was 
born  in  Pottsvillc,  Schuylkill  Co.,  Pa.,  daughter 
of  Patrick  O’Hara,  and  they  have  had  six  chil- 
dren; Anna,  now  the  wife  of  John  I.  Carr; 
Thomas;  Margaret,  married  to  John  J.  Brodrick; 
Nellie;  James;  and  Edward,  who  died  when  four 
years  old.  Mr.  Gordon  and  his  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  he  is  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Columbus  and  of  the  Holy 
Name  Society.  He  is  a Democrat  in  politics,  and 
while  a resident  of  Ashland  served  three  years  as  a 
member  of  the  borough  council. 

RIVER  CEMETERY,  FisheFs  Ferry,  Lower 
Augusta  towmship.  One  of  the  earliest  houses'  of 
worship  in  the  territory  now  embraced  in  Lower 
Augusta  township,  Northumberland  county,  was 
located  at  Fisher’s  Ferry,  Pa.  At  the  upper  rail- 
road crossing  immediately  south  of  the  public 
road  stood  a one-story  log  building  lGx24  feet. 
The  roof  extended  fully  two  feet  over  the  walls. 
The  building  had  an  odd  appearance  and  strongly 
resembled  Swiss  architecture.  Information  at  this 
late  day  states  the  church  was  non-sectarian,  and 
that  the  pioneer  settlers  gathered  in  this  building 
dedicated  to  the  “Glory  of  God”  about  once  every 
month,  or  oftener  if  a minister  chanced  to  come 
along  who  would  preach  the  word  to  them.  In 
1902  the  last  services  were  held  in  the  building 


by  one  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander,  a Baptist  Minister. 
During  tlie  winter  of  1909-10  the  church  was 
torn  down  but  the  foundation  of  it  is  still  intact. 
This  churcli  stood  distant  about  three  city  squares 
from  the  River  cemetery,  at  Fisher’s  Ferry.  Most 
of  the  settlers  who  worshipped  there  are  buried 
in  the  River  cemetery.  I’robably  there  are  sev- 
eral hundred  buried  there  who  have  no  tomb- 
stones to  record  their  names  or  the  dates  of  their 
birth  and  departure  from  this  life.  Yet  they  did 
their  share  in  the  settlement  of  the  district,  and 
much  for  the  good  of  their  posterity,  and  they 
should  not  be  forgotten. 

PETER  C.  KUZJIICZ,  wdio  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness at  No.  427  North  Shamokin  street,  in  the 
borough  of  Shamokin,  is  making  a substantial  po- 
sition for  hiinself  as  a high-class  tailor  and  has 
prospered  by  hard  w'oi'k  and  satisfactory  service, 
lie  is  a native  of  Galicia,  Austria,  bom  March 
12,  1874,  and  his  father,  Stephen  Kuzmicz,  was  a 
blacksmith  in  Austria  w'here  he  lived  and  died. 
Only  two  of  the  family  came  to  America,  Peter  C. 
and  his  sister  Amelia,  wdio  lives  at  Bloomfield,  New 
J ersey. 

Mr.  Kuzmicz  attended  school  in  his  native  land 
and  there  learned  the  trade  of  tailor.  He  landed  at 
A'ew  York  City  in  1895  and  came  at  once  to  Sha- 
niokin,  Northumberland  Co.,  Pa.,  wdiere  he  was 
engaged  in  work  at  his  trade  as  journeyman  for  a 
few  years  before  opening  an  establishment  of  his 
owm.  He  commenced  business  on  his  own  account 
in  1901,  at  his  present  location,  and  has  been  suc- 
cessful from  the  start,  his  work  at  present  keeping 
from  ten  to  fifteen  men  busy.  In  addition  to  cus- 
tom tailoring  he  does  cleaning  and  pressing,  and 
his  patronagey  has  been  growing  steadily,  his  cus- 
tomers including  some  of  the  best  people  in  Sha- 
mokin. He  has  a high  reputation  for  satisfactory 
work  and  is  conscientious  in  filling  orders  of  all 
kinds,  his  skill  and  neatness  winning  and  holding 
custom  and  being  his  best  recommendation.  He  is 
a good  citizen  of  his  adopted  home,  industrious  and 
thrifty,  and  has  good  standing  among  his  fellow 
countrymen  in  Shamokin. 

Mr.  Kuzmicz  married  Katie  Anderson,  of  Sha- 
mokin, a daughter  of  Anthony  Anderson,  the  lat- 
ter a native  of  Germany.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  this  marriage:  Rosie  and  Stephen.  Mr. 

Kuzmicz  is  a member  of  the  Rutheuian  Catholic 
Clmrch  and  active  in  its  work  and  in  the  church 
societies.  In  politics  he  is  a Republican. 

GEORGE  C.  METSER,  who  has  the  leading 
livery  l)usiness  in  the  borough  of  Sunbury,  was 
born  Sept.  18,  1884,  in  Snyder  county,  Pa.,  wiiere 
tlic  family  has  long  been  established.  He  came  to 
Sunbury  in  1903. 

Henry  iMeiser,  his  grandfather,  was  bom  in  or 
near  Fremont,  Snyder  county,  and  was  a lifelong 
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farmer,  tlyin"  upon  his  farm,  which  is  iiov,'  owned 
by  Charles  Spoots.  It  consisted  of  about  120 
acres.  He  was  a member  of  Grubb's  Lutheran 
Churcli,  wliere  he  is  buried,  and  his  wife,  Pebecca, 
who  survived  him,  is  also  interred  tliere.  They  had 
the  following  children ; Henry,  who  lived  and 
died  at  Fremont,  Pa. : Alice,  who  married  J ohn 
Seiler  and  lives  at  McKee’s  Half  balls.  Pa.  ; Fred, 
living  out  Most:  Joel,  of  Oriental,  Pa.;  Elizabeth, 
Mrs.'Peinhart,  vdio  lived  at  Inde]iendence,  Pa.; 
Benjamin,  who  lived  and  died  out  Vest;  and  Jon- 
athan. 

Jonathan  Meiser,  son  of  Henry,  was  born  Feb. 
25,  1S19,  on  the  homestead  farm  near  Fremont, 
Snvder  county,  and  like  his  father  followed  farm- 
ing, until  he  met  ivith  a disastrous  loss  by  tire, 
about  twelve  years  before  his  death.  His  barn 
took  fire  and  was  burned  with  all  the  years  crops, 
implements  and  live  stock,  including  nine  horses, 
a number  of  cattle,  sheep  and  poultry,  and  as  there 
was  no  ins\irance  on  any  of  the  property  the  loss 
was  so  heavy  that  Mr.  Meiser  never  recovered  fi- 
nancially. Afterward,  until  his  death,  he  worked 
for  others.  He  was  a man  who  had  by  his  indus- 
trious and  upright  life  won  the  respect  of  all  who 
kmew  him,  and  he  had  the  sympathy  of  the  entire 
community  in  his  misfortune.  He  died  four  miles 
northeast  of  Fremont,  June  28,  1901,  aged  fifU'- 
two  vea-rs,  and  is  buried  at  Troutman’s  Evangelical 
Church,  where  he  Avas  a member.  His  wife,  Sarah 
(Snvder),  who  survives  him,  and  is  still  living 
near  Fremont,  wa<  a daughter  of  David  Snvder, 
of  Herndon,  Pa.  IMrs.  Meiser  is  now  (1911)  fifty- 
one  3'eafs  old.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  chil- 
dren': IMary.  wife  of  Oliver  Walter,  of  Middlebnrg. 
Pa.;  Jennie,  married  to  Dory  Haupt,  a butcher  of 
Shamokin,  Pa.;  George  C. ; EdAA'ard,  of  Snvder- 
town,  Pa. ; Ammon,  of  Shamokin ; Eeilly,  of  Sny- 
der county;  Clarence,  of  Snvder  county:  a son' that 
died  in  infancy,  twin  to  Clarence;  and  Della,  of 
Shamokin.  * 

George  C.  Meiser  attended  the  public  schools  of 
tlie  home  district  and  was  reared  to  farming  until 
he  was  twelve  years  old,  at  which  time  he  went  to 
Shamokin  to  begin  learning  the  butcher  trade.  He 
followed  that  business  for  alx)ut  ten  years,  being 
obliged  to  abandon  it  on  account  of  ill  health,  and 
in  1903  he  came  to  Sunbuvv,  where  he  lias  since 
made  his  home.  Upon  settling  in  the  borough  he 
began  draying,  at  which  he  was  engaged  for  five 
years,  in  1907  commencing  the  livery  business,  in 
which  he  has  been  very  successful.  He  now  has 
the  leading  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  city, 
keeping  twelve  horses.  Mr.  Meiser  has  first-class 
equipment  in  every  particular,  owning  fine  teams 
and  having  all  the  facilities  for  giving  excellent 
service  to  Ids  patrons,  and  he  provides  vehicles  for 
most  of  the  local  funerals.  His  business-like  meth- 
ods and  reliable  character  have  been  the  principal 
factors  in  the  development  of  his  busines.s,  whicli 


has  reached  profitable  proportions,  and  he  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  hon- 
orable young  business  men  in  the  city. 

On  A])iil  7,  1910,  ilr.  ileiscr  married  Sue  Ker- 
stetter,  daughter  of  Eeilly  Kerstetter,  of  Sunbury. 
He  is  a member  of  Fire  Company  No.  1,  of  Sun- 
bury. 

THEODOEE  i\[INEE,  who  lives  at  Sagon,  in 
iMonnt  Carmel  toAvnship,  N'orthumberland  county, 
is  employed  as  teamster  at  the  Hickory  Eidge  col- 
liery and  has  been  there  engaged  in  that  capacity 
for  over  tAventy  years.  He  is  an  industrious,  re- 
spected citizen  of  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Miner 
Avas  born  in  Columbia  county.  Pa.,  May  27,  1847, 
son  of  Peter  Miner.  His  grandfather  Avas  born  in 
Germany  and  died  in  Columbia  county. 

Peter  IMiner  aa'us  a cooper,  and  in  hi=  time  flour 
Avas  shi]>ped  in  barrels.  He  folloAvcd  his  trade  for 
quite  a Avhile,  but  later  took  up  farming.  He  died 
at  a ripe  old  age  and  Avas  buried  at  Eoaring  Creek 
forty  years  ago.  His  Avife,  Ecbecca  (Marks),  aavis 
also  of  that  county,  and  they  had  a family  of  six 
children,  Theodore  being  the  onlv  sou.  They  were : 
Elizabeth  married  Joseph  Gaumer,  and  resided 
in  CataAvissa  toAvnshi]),  Columbia  county;  Jane 
married  Jacob  Artley,  Avho  died  several  years  ago, 
and  resided  in  Franklin  township,  Columbia  coun- 
ty; Caroline  married  John  Mason,  a Civil  Avar  vet- 
eran. and  removed  to  Hazleton,  Luzerne  county  ; 
Theodore  AA'ill  be  mentioned  beloAv ; Alice  and  Em,- 
ma  Avere  tAvins;  Emma  married  Frank  ilagill,  had 
a large  family  and  moved  to  Luzerne  county,  Avhere 
he  died ; Alice  married  Hon.  W.  C.  Kerbaugh,  who 
served  as  representative  at  Harrisburg. 

Theodore  Miner  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Locust  toAvnship,  Columbia  coun- 
ty. "When  he  commenced  to  make  his  own  avov 
he  AA'orked  at  farming  but  later  learned  the  mill- 
ing trade  at  ‘'Mendenhall’s'’  mill,  under  the  tutel- 
age of  the  famous  IMoses  McHenry.  Getting  a 
position  Avith  the  Kulp,  McWilliams  & JlcCon- 
nell  Company,  he  Avorked  several  years,  going  as 
fanner  for  the  same  company  for  three  years,  and 
as  a si.x-mule  driver  for  another  year.  He  then 
secured  a position  as  teamster  at  Hickory  Eidge, 
in  1887,  AA'hich  position  he  still  holds,  being  a faith- 
ful employee  and  a reliable  AA'orker.  He  is  a charter 
member  of  Wa.shington  Camp  No.  619,  P.  0.  S. 
of  A.,  also  of  tile  Commandery;  a member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Americans;  an  honored  old 
.soldier  and  a citizen  Avho  has  always  commanded 
the  respect  of  his  fclloAv  men.  He  has  always  been 
a faithful  Avorker  for  the  Eepublican  party. 

On  Jan.  G,  1870,  IMr.  IMiner  married  Catherine 
Price,  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Ecbecca  Price,  of 
Columbia  county,  and  they  had  the  following  chil- 
dren: (1)  Charles  E.  married  Ellen  H.  Long, 

and  iheir  children  are  Eobert  Leroy  (a  base  ball 
pitclicr  of  some  note),  Claude  E.,  Walter  Linton, 


m 


mfi 

' •7/i 


,Utft  ,v*-  vuli  ,vjmro9'0«i.ifwffiO'  irr.trtO(i|.'e«:<r:'  5wtj5ii"  r!fiy r 

.'(ij-nw!!*  AW-(4i.rj{i>D  '«!■  f/oi('(>  '■  " 

■JO^  SOiijl  ftj({  J.tv-^fuJ|r.T  gtt  ..f,;.,„ ;>..<.■,  ...t  .iL.^’'..^>.,ij.  .. 

iM  ^ .gal/n^KV.tiffr'  jltwJ 
>‘s'.n'J  .^nh«oJf-; 4k!  iVjiTitjy  et*^ 
gfl'W^v  (iff'/(jiBU' i '','.A);g.^  s'f'iwy;' 


■-”r  ,„M.,i,,Mv ..  •,  laagii  m ,t 

v,:--J*')V;  ,.fi.o{5fili^ 'iul«]i' 


JIJJ,  «]  

T,*  r.-i-  ■■*■.■ 


^ .0, 

sA,  5<?'  fudnm^ 


iw'*d  ^fVje^ie  '55iSjr©H 

v,v>- ■m. 

•Xiffa  : feterT taiJi  !>«&; iilfcfe'?, 

Aaod  M a<^f fa  ‘ :,a ) ^ 

xpv'  , ■'^^1' .X9?s^  wsw  TI90 ’i^a'fi' : 

■ S/':'  ;i.  ..  ■'  i*  ■'.'  ;%■''’  '^v  v';  ,,r'  . ■ 

*i  ,.'  "'  ;V'"'&’...''!W 


.,- 

. ^’¥91.  


■■Ici 


wJ4*;fipf  'srrolsal  ,i. , 


■■„;J£%v'’  ifV 
■ wr.''Ak  Ih,. 


98-1 


XORTJl  UMB  ER  LAX D CO UXT Y,  Pli  XXS  Y L \' AX  I A 


Kinma  Cathorino.  E.lna  May,  C harlcs  Albert  aiscl 
Lester  Earl.  (2)  Mary  A.  married  A.  R.  Rephardt. 
an  engineer  on  the  Pennsylvania  railroad,  (d) 
Elorenee  IM.  married  dolin  Weind,  an  engineer  on 
the  Pennsylvania  railioad,  at  Pottsville,  and  has 
three  children.  IMabel.  Marvin  L.  and  Ora.  (4) 
Elmer  E],  married  Elizabeth  Moore  and  had  chil- 
dren, Marion  E.,  Mary  A.,  and  Lillian  A*.  The 
father,  Jvlmer  IT  Miner,  was  accidentally  shot  and 
killed  at  Maysville.  (5)  C.  Estella  married  George 
Grinaway  and  had  children,  IMarlin  Helen 

Irene  and  Dorothy  A.  Mr.  Grinaway  is  als:o  an 
engineer  by  trade  and  is  at  present  postmaster  at 
>8agon.  lie  enlisted  in  the  aimy  and  served  his 
term  in  the  Philippines,  (b)  Lillian  died  when 
thirteen  days  old.  (T)  Bessie  married  Ira  Snyder, 
of  Sunbury.  (8)  Iloward  L.  is  at  home. 

IIARKY  J.  STRAUB,  of  Shamokin,  foreman  of 
the  Croninger  Packing  Company,  was  born  at 
Trevorton,  Pa.,  E’eb.  IG,  1843,  son  of  Tobias 
Straub,  and  a descendant  of  good  industrious  Ger- 
man ancestry. 

George  Straub,  his  grandfather,  was  a farmer  in 
the  Mahantango  Valley,  in  Schuylkill  County, 
where  he  had  260  acres  of  excellent  land.  He  died 
in  Deep  Creek  Valley  in  1868.  aged  fifty-three 
year.',  and  is  buried  there.  He  married  Bevvie 
Zerbe,  daughter  of  John  Zerbe,  and  she  died  aged 
ninety-nine  years,  and  is  buried  at  Williamstocra. 
Dauphin  county.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  as  follow?:  John  and  George,  who  both 

died  in  Schuylkill  county;  Elias,  who  died  at  Slia- 
mokin;  Joseph,  who  died  at  Girardville,  Pa. ; Dan- 
iel, living  at  Williamstown ; Moses,  who  died 
young;  Henry,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  and 
died  one  week  after  his  release  from  Andersonville 
prison  ; .Emanuel,  born  in  the  Mahantango  Valley 
Xov.  5,  1843,  who  served  in  the  Civil  war  in  Com- 
pany D,  48th  Pa.  V.  I.,  and  now  lives  at  Shamokin; 
Harriet,  who  manied  David  Crone,  and  died  in 
Schuylkill  county ; and  Tobias. 

Tobias  Straub,  son  of  George  and  father  of  Har- 
ry J.,  was  born  in  Schuylkill  county,  and  tor  many 
years  followed  mining  in  Schuylkill  and  X'orthum- 
berland  counties.  He  is  now  living  at  Wiconisco, 
Dauphin  county,  where  he  is  employed  at  day's 
labor.  He  married  EJIen  Schughart,  who  died  in 
1904.  Their  children,  besides  Harry  J.,  were: 
Agnes,  who  married  James  Tschopp,  a carpenter 
by  trade;  George  A.,  who  was  killed  in  the  mines 
when  but  fifteen  years  of  age;  and  Sallie,  who  died 
in  infancy. 

Harry  J.  Straui)  attended  the  public  sckools  of 
Williams  Valley,  and  was  only  a lad  of  eight  years 
when  he  began  ])ieking  slate  at  the  mines.  Later 
he  was  engaged  as  a.  miner,  being  the  youngest 
miner  at  that  time  in  the  Sterling  collieiw.  He 
worked  in  the  mines  for  eight  years,  and  then  be- 
came a driver  for  ,1.  S.  Reit/:  oi:  Co.,  of  Shamokin, 


tlie  predece.'^sors  of  the  Croninger  Packing  Com- 
pany. He  drove  the  team  for  seven  years,  and  on 
Apiil  0,  1899,  was  made  foreman  of  the  large  plant. 
He  is  conscientious  and  tliorough  in  all  that  he 
undertakes,  and  he  well  deserves  all  the  credit  for 
the  position  he  has  attained  and  tor  the  place  he 
holds  in  the  estimation  of  his  employers  and  his 
fellow  employees. 

Mr.  Straub  married  Ada  Hoffman,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Hoifman,  of  Bear  Gap.  Tlieir  home  has 
been  lilessed  by  children  as  follows;  George  A.; 
Charles  W. ; J.  blllsworth  ; IMelvin  G. ; Alma  A”.; 
and  Ruth,  who  died  in  infancy.  In  his  political 
principles  Mr.  Straub  is  a Rc]uil)lican,  but  he  has 
never  taken  much  active  jiait  in  party  work.  He 
is  a chaiter  memlier  of  Black  Diamond  Lodge, 
Ao.  1092,  1.  0.  ().  E.,  of  Shamokin.  With  his 
family  he  attends  the  United  Elvangelical  Church. 

PAUL  KLTXGER.  inside  breaker  boss  at  the 
Camei'on  collierv.  Shamokin,  has  been  engaged 
there  since  1888,  and  his  entire  e.xperience  in  the 
mines  covers  a period  of  forty-four  years.  He  is 
a native  of  Barry  town.shi]i,  Schuylkill  Co..  Pa., 
born  Jan.  2o,  185G,  son  of  ITIward  B.  Klinger  and 
giandson  of  Jacob  Klinger,  and  he  comes  of  an 
old  family  of  that  county,  his  great-grand  .father 
having  lived  in  Deep  Creek  Valley,  in  Barry  town- 
ship, where  he  died. 

Jacob  Klinger  followed  farming  on  the  home- 
stead in  Dee])  Creek  Valley  and  died  ttiere  at  the 
age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  is  buried  in  the  U. 
B.  cemetery  in  that  townshiji.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wife  being  a Bixler,  and  his  chil- 
dren were;  Benneville,  Eldward  B.,  Isaac,  Han- 
nah (married  David  Knarr)  and  Lydia  (married 
William  Minnier,  and  residing  in  Iwiwer  Augusta 
township,  AYrthumberland  countv). 

Edward  B.  Klinger,  son  of  Jacob,  was  born  in 
1833  at  the  homestead  in  Schuylkill  county,  and 
died  in  October,  1902 ; he  is  buried  at  the  same 
place  as  his  father.  E'er  several  years  ho  fol- 
lowed saw-milling.  During  the  Civil  war  he  en- 
listed. at  Pottsville.  serving  with  Company  Eh 
113th  Regiment,  and  after  the  war,  in  April,  1866, 
he  moved  to  Shamokin,  where  he  found  emploc- 
ment  at  the  mines,  doing  outside  work.  He  was 
a member  of  the  G.  ,\.  R.  jiost  at  Shamokin  and 
of  the  Lodge  of  United  American  Dlechanics.  Sev- 
en children  were  iKirn  to,  him  and  his  wife  Eliza- 
beth ( Derr)  ; Ehuanuel  P>.,  u'ho  is  living  in  Coal 
township,  Xorthumberlan’d  county;  Daniel  D.,  also 
living  in  Coal  township;  Ihlward  D.,  dweased ; 
Pierce  E'.,  who  lives  at  Second  and  Walnut  streets. 
Shamokin;  Raul;  Joseph,  whose  residence  is  at 
Second  and  1 ndejiendence  streets.  Shamokin;  and 
Hannah,  wife  of  Henry  Welker. 

Raul  Klinger  attended  school  in  his  native  town- 
ship  until  the  family  came  to  Shamokin,  during 
his  lioyhood.  About  that  lime  he  began  work  at 
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the  n.ijies,  as  a slate  jiickor  for  Heim  ilt  Good- 
will, ami  lie  lias  done  this  kind  of  work  ever  since, 
having  been  at  the  Cameron  mine  since  18SS,  the 
greater  jiart  of  that  time  as  boss  over  difl'erent 
srangs.  Mr.  Klinger  also  hits  a groeerv  store  at 
Xo.  915  West  IValnut  street,  Shamokin,  where  he 
resides.  He  is  a thrifty,  intelligent  and  suiistantial 
citizen.  Outside  of  his  work  he  takes  great  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  of  the  United  Brethren  Chnreli, 
of  which  he  has  long  been  a most  active  member, 
having  served  as  chorister,  trustee,  class  leader, 
Sunday  school  teacher,  treasurer  and  superinteml- 
ent ; he  was  jiresident  of  the  hoard  of  tnistees  dur- 
ing the  rebuilding  of  the  church.  All  his  family 
are  active  members  of  the  Sunday  school.  Since 
1880  i\lr.  Klinger  has  been  a member  of  Camp 
Xo.  90,  P.  0.  S.  of  A.,  and  ho  is  well  known  in 
the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Kagle,'in  which  he  is  a 
past  chief. 

In  1876  iMr.  Klinger  married  Emma  A.  Cremer, 
daughter  of  George  and  Susan  (Zimmerman) 
Cremer,  and  eight’  children  have  blessed  this  un- 
ion, namely;  James  II.,  who  is- deceased ; Charles 
W.,  who  married  Gertinde  Menidol ; Susan  E.. 
at  home;  F.  Blanch,  at  home;  Dora  II..  wife  of 
Ixeginald  Berkheiser;  Herbert  H. ; Lillian  M.,  de- 
ceased ; and  Hester  I.. 

John  E.  Cremer,  grandfather  of  iMrs.  Paul 
Klinger,  was  a native  of  Lanca.Her  county.  Pa., 
and  later  settled  at  Bloomshurg,  Pa.,  where  he  died. 
He  served  in  the  Eevolutionary  war.  His  chil- 
dren were;  Reuben,  Andrew,  Lydia,  Catharine, 
Susanna,  George  and  Louisa. 

George  Cremer,  father  of  iMrs.  Klinger,  lived  at 
Bloomshurg,  and  followed  boating,  also  doing  day’s 
work.  He  married  Susan  Zimmerman,  and  their 
children  were;  Emma  A.  (iMrs.  Klinger).  James 
(living  at  Shamokin),  iMargaret,  Lenora  and  Ra- 
chel. 

HOWARD  BUYERS,  of  Sunhury,  foreman  of 
the  construction  gang  for  the  Susipiehanna  Silk 
Mills,  is  a descendant  of  two  of  the  oldest  settled 
families  of  this  section  of  the  county,  being  a son 
of  John  and  Mary  Alice  (Painter)  Buyeis. 

The  Buyers  family  in  this  country  is  traced  hack 
to  John  Buyers,  who  with  his  wife  Letitia  (Pat- 
ton) emigrated  from  Dlonaghan,  County  !Mon- 
aghan,  in  the  Xorth  of  Ireland,  in  17.35  or  1736, 
and  settled  in  the  Pequea  valley,  in  Lancaster 
county.  Pa.  He  was  a farmer  by  occupation,  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  being  buried 
in  Lancaster  countv.  He  had  a large  family,  and 
his  posterity  is  still  numerous  in  that  si'ction. 

John  Buyers,  son  of  ,Iohn  and  Letitia  (Patton) 
Buyers,  was  born  in  Lancaster  county  dune  !t. 
17I9,  and  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter.  He  re- 
moved to  Sunhury,  Xorthund)erland  county,  short- 
ly after  that  {daee  was  laid  out.  and  was  engaged 
u[)on  the  erection  of  many  of  the  tir^t  lum-^es,  in- 
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eluding  the  old  jail  building  on  Dlarket  .street. 
He  first  resided  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Race  and 
Second  streets,  several  years  later  removing  to  the 
southeast  corner  of  Penn  and  Front  streets,  where 
he  Ijcgan  merchandising.  In  1196  he  built  a brick 
residence  and  store  room  on  the  opposite  corner  of 
Penn  street,  continuing  business  there  until  181J 
or  1815.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  lived  along 
the  I'iver  below  the  site  of  Blank  & Gottshall's 
mill,  in  the  brick  house  rvliich  he  had  erected.  He 
owned  what  was  known  as  ‘‘Buyers  Island’’  in  the 
Sustpiehanna  iLer,  south  of  Sunhury,  which  con- 
tains about  ninety-five  acres  of  fertile  land,  this 
property  remaining  in  the  Buyers  name  for  115 
years.  Mr.  Buyers  was  prominent  as  a local  official 
for  many  years,  his  name  in  that  connection  lirst 
appearing  in  1776,  as  overseer  of  the  poor  in  Au- 
gusta townsliip;  on  Sept.  98,  1780.  he  was  com- 
missioned justice  of  tlie  peace,  serving'  also  as  jus- 
tice of  the  county  court,  and  frequently  presiding 
in  the  absence  of  the  regularly  commi.ssioned  pres- 
ident. On  Sept.  1,  1791,  he  was  commissioned 
justice  of  the  peace  for  Sunhury  and  Augusta  town- 
ship. sei’ving  as  such  some  years.  On  Dec.  31. 
17SJ,  and  on  Jan.  3,  1786,  he  was  elected  county 
treasurer,  filling  that  otfice  again  later,  in  1787-88. 
From  1800  to  1808,  inclusive,  he  was  county 
auditor.  He  died  at  Sunhury  ilay  5,  18'21.  Mr. 
Buyers  was  a Presbyterian  in  religious  faith. 

John  Buyers  married  Ann  Fullerton,  daugditej’  of 
William  Fullerton,  and  she  died  Oct.  3t),  ISinS,  m 
her  fifty-ninth  year.  j\Ir.  and  iMrs.  Buvers  are 
buried  in  the  South  Fourth  street  cemetery  at  Sun- 
hury. They  had  a family  of  ten  children;  Mar- 
garet, Letitia,  John,  William  F.,  Sallie.  Robert, 
.Samuel,  George  P.,  Alexander  h’.  and  Jeremiali. 

IVilliam  F.  Buyers,  son  of  John  and  Ann  ( Ful- 
lerton) Buyers,  was  born  Jan.  I'J,  178'2,  at  Sun- 
hury, and  learned  the  printing  business  with 
Breyvogel.  In  Kennedy's  Gazette  of  Oct.  ‘26,  lSt)l, 
the  statement  is  made  that  ‘‘M'iHiam  Buvers  has 
now  established  a printing  office  at  'Williamsport." 
from  which  it  is  evident  that  he  entered  ujion  h.is 
career  as  a newspaper  juihlisher  immediately  after 
completing  his  apprenticeship.  His  paper  was  the 
Williamsport  Gazette,  the  pioneer  newspaper  of 
Lycoming  county.  Pa.,  which  ho  continued  to 
publish,  under  many  difficulties  and  often  irreg- 
ularly. until  180S.  Returning  to  Sunhurv,  which 
had  liecn  without  a ])apt>r  since  the  suspension  of 
its  first  journal.  Dee  Freiheit.^rnf/el,  he  started  the 
second  paper  at  that  ])lace.  The  'Tinieti,  in  the 
summer  of  181 ‘2.  It  is  said  that  he  retired  at  the 
end  of  three  years,  hut  this  somns  iinprohahle.  as 
111'  certainly  juihlislu'd  the  paper  in  1816  and  1817. 
During  the  war  of  181’2  he  commanded  a emnpanv 
in  the  7'.th  Regiment  of  Pennsylvania  militia.  In 
1815-18  he  served  as  commissioner  of  >Torth- 
umherland  county.  In  18k;  he  was  a Fed- 
eral Repuhiican  candidate  for  Congress,  hut 
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was  defeated.  The  issue  of  his  paper  for 
Sept.  26,  1816,  shows  a four-column  folio, 

18  inches  long  and  11  inches  wide,  and  as 
the  Congressional  election  was  to  be  held  the  fol- 
lowing month  the  number  v/as  replete  i\'ith  polit- 
ical articles.  It  is  likely  Captain  Buyers  published 
The  Times  throughout  the  period  it  was  continued 
under  that  name.  Ilis  printing  office  was  in  the 
second  story  of  the  “state  lioiise,  ’ wliich  occupied 
the  site  of  the  present  courthouse,  and  he  was  also 
located  in  a small  frame  building  on  the  west 
side  of  Second  street,  at  the  corner  of  Barberry 
alley,  where  the  “'Xeff  House'''  stable  now  stands. 
IMr.  Buyers  died  .June  27,  1831,  at  the  compar- 
atively early  age  of  thirty-nine  years.  On  Dee. 
1.3,  181.5,  he' married  Martha  Hunter,  who  was  born 
Jan.  5,  1T92,  daughter  of  Alexander  Hunter,  and 
a descendant  of  Col.  Samuel  Hunter.  Two  chil- 
dren were  born  to  them,  Ann  M.,  born  Sept.  6, 
181G,  died  May  9,  1853,  and  IVilliam  D.,  born  Jan. 
5,  1819,  who"  died  JIarch  25,  1853,  neither  of 
whom  ever  married,  both  dying  after  reaching 
maturity.  George  Patton  Buyers,  son  of  John  and 
Ann  (Fullerton")  Buyers,  was  engaged  in  boating 
on  the  river  before  the  construction  of  the  canal. 
He  then  built  a canal-boat,  which  he  ran  between 
Snnbury  and  Philadelphia.  He  married  JIrs. 
Martha"^  (Hunter)  Buyers,  Avidow  of  his  brother 
William  F.  Buyers,  and  to  them  Avere  born  three 
children:  John;  Iluiiter,  aaFo  liA'ed  at  Sunburv 
and  died  Ammarried;  and  Jlary,  Avho  married 
Latrobe  B.  Peed  and  is  buried  at  the  South  Fourth 
street  cemetery  in  Sunbury.  Jlrs.  Jlartha  (Hun- 
ter) Buyers  died  June  6,  185-1. 

John  Buyers,  son  of  Cleorge  Patton  Buyers,  Avas 
born  in  December,  1827,  in  Sunbury,  and  lived 
on  Buvers  Island  for  eighteen  years,  engaged  in 
farming.  He  moved  to  the  island  in  1869  and 
thence  in  1887  to  Selinsgrove,  Avhere  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  April,  1908. 
in  his  eighty-first  year.  He  is  buried  in  Pomfret 
Manor  cetnetery.  In  his  earlier  life  Mr.  Buyers 
was  a merchant  in  Sunbury  for  a time,  and  later 
cultivated  one  of  the  Hunter  farms,  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  Avar,  when  he  raised 
Company  I,  58th  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  for 
the  IJnion  service,  becoming  the  first  captain  of 
that  organization,  which  Avas  knoAvui  as  the  Augusta 
Rangers.  He  was  in  active  service  in  command 
of  this  company  from  October,  18G1,  to  the  summer 
of  1863 ; his  drummer  boy,  John  iMullein,  Avho 
managed  to  get  into  the  service  when  fourteen 
years  old,  is  still  living.  Mr.  Buyers  was  a man  of 
typical  military  appearance,  weighed  160  pounds, 
and  was  of  medium  build  and  straight  as  an  arrow. 
He  Avas  officicdly  connected  Avith  the  old  state 
militia,  and  lie  was  a member  of  Good  Intent 
Fire  Company.  His  neighbors  and  friends  held 
him  in  high  csteom,  and  ho  Avns  called  upon  to 
fill  toAvnship  ofiiee.  Bin  for  the  last  twenty-five 


years  of  his  life  he  spent  most  of  his  time  reading, 
enjoying  newspapers  and  books,  and  he  became 
unusually  Avell  informed.  In  religion  he  ivaio  a 
strict  Presbyterian. 

Mr.  Buyers  married  Mary  Alice  Painter,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Painter,  of  Sunbury,  and  tliey  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children;  William,  aaIio  died 
Avhen  a boy;  .John,  who  lives  in  Texas:  Ilebcr,  Avho 
died  at  Fort  Conciio,  Texas;  Mary  II.,  who  mar- 
ried Rev.  William  P.  Taylor,  a AEethodist  min- 
ister, and  died  in  Delaware,  where  her  husband 
was  then  stationed;  Howard;  Kate  E.,  unmarried, 
living  at  Selinsgrove;  Harris  P.,  of  Sunbury; 
Rev.  Frank  C.,  a Mctliodist  minister  stationed  at 
Lock  Haven,  Pa.  ; and  Emily  A.,  unmarried,  Avho 
lives  at  Sunbury. 

Howard  Buyers  Avas  born  March  25,  1862,  .and 
was  reared  -at  home  to  farm  life.  He  never  at- 
tended ])ublic  school,  as  the  family  lived  on  Buyers 
Island,  during  his  youth  and  the  fafner  instructed 
the  children  himself.  They  kept  regular  school 
hours,  and  as  tlie  fatlier  Avas  a man  of  remarkable 
intelligence  and  avcII  imformed  the  children  did 
not  suffer  for  the  lack  of  public  school  advantages. 
Jlr.  Buyers  continued  at  farm  work  until  after 
he  was  grown,  and  he  learned  electrical  work,  at 
Avhich  lie  is  occupied  in  the  Silk  Mills  when  not 
busy  on  construction  Avork.  He  has  charge  of  the 
construction  gang  at  the  Susquehanna  Silk  Jlills, 
having  from  ten  to  sixty  men  under  his  direction 
as  the  necessities  of  the  Avork  demand.  He  has  a 
high  reputation  for  efficiency,  and  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  his  employers  fullv. 

In  1889  ■ Mr.  Buyers  married  Sallie  Cool,  a 
daughter  of  'William  Henry  and  Jane  (Leiser.rmg; 
Cool,  AA'ho  for  years  liA’ecl  at  Jlontandon,  Xorth- 
umberland  county.  They  have  tAvo  children : Anna 
Painter,  Avho  is  taking  the  classical  course  at 
Syracuse  University,  Syracuse,  X.  Y'. ; and  .John 
H'oAvard,  who  is  a student  in  the  Sunbury  high 
school.  Mr.  Buyers  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Church  at  Sunbury. 

Col.  Samuel  Hunter,  one  of  the  maternal  an- 
cestors of  the  Buyers  family  above  referred  to, 
Avas  born  in  1732  in  the  Xorth  of  Ireland.  His 
military  career  began  in  1760,  on  May  2d  of  which 
year  he  Avas  commissioned  lieutenant  in  Capt. 
Joseph  Scott's  company,  Col.  Hugh  IMercer’s 
i)attalion,  of  the  Pennsylvania  regiment.  On  Xov. 
10,  1763,  he  became  captain  in  Col.  Turbutt  Fr.an- 
cis's  battalion.  He  was  at  Fort  Augusta  in  June, 
1763,  Avhen  the  first  intelligence  of  Pontiac's  con- 
spiracy was  received,  and  initiated  the  measure 
siibscijiiently  carried  out  by  Colonel  Burd.  for  tlm 
defense  of  that  post.  The  folloAving  year  he  joined 
Colonel  Bouquet's  expedition,  but  Avas  again  at 
Fort  Augusta  in  1768,  and  doubtless  earlier.  Hi- 
liome  AAms  north  of  tlie  toAvn.  Quoting  from  an 
I'.istorical  sketch  of  Sunbury:  “The  most  oxtensavc 
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addition  to  tl'e  original  town  plat  is  that  part  of 
the  borough  popularly  known  as  Caketown.  This 
land  also  formed  part  of  the  manor  of  Pomf ret ; it 
embraced  the  site  of  Port  Augusta,  and  was  the 
residence  of  Col.  Samuel  Hunter  until  his  death, 
although  it  does  not  appear  that  he  ever  acquired 
a proprietary  interest.  On  April  10,  1786,  Jolin 
Penn,  Jr.,  and  John  Penn  executed  a conveyance 
to  William  Wilson  for  342  acres  of  land,  ‘the  same 
place  and  tract  of  land  whereon  the  late  Colonel 
Hunter  dwelt  and  part  of  the  manor  of  Porafret,’ 
the  consideration  being  1,026  pounds  specie. 
The  purchaser  was  an  American  officer  during  the 
Revolution  and  associate  judge  of  A'oirhumberland 
county,  1792-1813  ...  On  the  20th  of  October, 
1790,  lie  sold  one  moiety  or  undivided  half  part 
of  this  tract  to  Alexander  Hunter;  the  other 
moiety  ivas  deeded  to  Atary  Scott,  June  17,  1811, 
at  a nominal  consideration,  and  from  this  time 
(or  possibly  at  an  earlier  date),  the  land  w'as  known 
as  the  Hunter  and  Scott  farms.  The  latter,  em- 
bracing 140  acres,  adjoined  the  original  northern 
boundary  of  Sunbury  borough;  the  former  com- 
prised lo3  acres.” 

Colonel  Hunter  was  a prominent  man  at  Fort 
Augusta  until  his  death,  which  occurred  there  April 
10,  1784.  On  March  24,  1772,  he  was  commis- 
sioned one  of  the  first  justices  for  iSTorthuniberland 
county,  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  from  this 
county  for  1772-75,  was  a member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Safety  (1775-76),  and  of  the  Council  of 
Censors  (1783)  ; when  the  militia  was  organized 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  he  was  elected 
colonel  of  the  1st  Battalion,  Feb.  8,  1776,  was 
appointed  county  lieutenant,  March  21,  1777, 
and  reappointed  April  6,  1780.  In  this  respon- 
sible position  he  directed  the  movements  of  the 
local  militia  during  the  Revolution,  and  his  official 
correspondence  is  so  highly  prized  for  accuracy 
and  historical  importance  that  it  is  preserved  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Archives. 

Col.  Samuel  Hunter  married  Susanna  Scott, 
who  survived  him  with  two  daughters,  iSTancy  and 
Mary,  the  former  marrying  Alexander  Hunter, 
the  latter  Samuel  Scott. 

Of  the  family  of  Alexander  and  Nancy  (Hun- 
ter) Hunter  we  have  no  record  positively  com- 
plete, but  various  scattered  records  show  that  he 
died  in  June,  1810,  and  that  his  widow,  Ann 
(Nancy),  died  Sept.  25,  1834.  Continuing  the 
quotation  above  made,  regarding  the  Scott  and 
Hunter  farms,  ^The  upper  dnision,  taken  in  execu- 
tion as  the  property  of  Alexander  Hunter  at  the 
suit  of  John  Cowden,  was  sold  at  sherifFs  sale  on 
the  22d  of  April,  1814,  and  purchased  by  Thomas 
Grant.  In  compliance  with  his  will,  his  executors 
and  executrix,  Ceorge,  William  and  Deborah 
Grant,  deeded  it  to  l\rrs.  Nancy  Hunter,  widow  of 
Alexander  Hunter,  October  16,  1817.”  Her  will, 
made  July  26,  1833,  gave  the  farm  to  her  son 


Samuel,  who  was  born  Dec.  25,  1807,  and  died 
July  3,  1852,  leaving  the  farm  to  his  sisters  Mary 
(born  Nov.  14,  1798,  died  April  22,  1886)  and 
Nancy  (born  July  16,  1803,  died  Feb.  21,  1859) 
and  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Henry  Billington).  Alary 
Hunter  eventually  accpiired  106  acres  of  the  tract, 
selling  it  to  Benjamin  Hendricks  Aug.  9,  1859. 
On  June  25,  1863,  it  was  purchased  from  Mr. 
Hendricks  by  Joseph  W.  Cake.  Mrs.  ilai-tha 
(Hunter)  Buyers,  v.dio  married  William  F.  Buy- 
ers and  later  his  brother,  George  Patton  Buyers, 
was  also  a daughter  of  Alexander  and  Ann  (Hun- 
ter) Hunter. 

The  other  daughter  of  Colonel  Hunter,  Mrs. 
Jlary  Scott,  died  intestate,  and  her  property  was 
divided  among  her  children,  Samuel  IL,  Sarah 
(Mrs.  Gobin,  wife  of  Charles  Gcbin)  and  Susan 
Samuel  II.  Scott  also  died  intestate,  his  property 
going  to  his  two  sisters,  who  sold  the  farm  to 
David  Longenecker,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  Feb.  4, 
1854.  It  was  acquired  by  Joseph  tV.  Cake  Aug. 
23,  1859,  and  lie  founded  Caketown  on  these  two 
historic  pieces  of  property. 

A.  0.  CAWLEAG  veterinarian,  Milton,  North- 
umberland county,  Pennsylvania, 

THOMAS  1\I.  MILES,  of  Milton,  has  been 
identified  with  the  business  life  of  that  borough 
throughout  the  period  of  his  residence  there  as 
general  superintendent  of  the  iMilton  iManufactur- 
ing  Company,  one  of  the  most  important  indus- 
trial concerns  of  this  section.  Jlr.  Jliles  is  a 
native  of  How'ard,  Center  Co.,  Pa.,  born  in  1858. 
His  family  is  an  old  one  in  that  part  of  the  State, 
his  grandfather,  Alexander  Miles,  ha\ing  also  been 
born  at  Howard,  where  he  died  when  Thomas  M. 
Miles  was  a small  boy.  He  was  employed  in  the 
iron  mills.  His  family  consisted  of  the  iollowinz 
children:  Thomas,  William,  RoI)ert,  Kate  (mar- 

ried Peter  Tipple)  and  Rebecca  (^married  H. 
Lucas). 

Thomas  Miles,  son  of  Alexander,  was  born  in 
1828  at  Howard,  Center  count}*,  and  followed 
iron  working  all  his  active  life,  becoming  well 
known  indiis  time  in  that  connection.  He  died  in 
1901.  His  w'ife,  Mary  (klcKenny),  died  in  1902, 
and  they  are  buried  at  Bellefonte,  Center  county. 
They  were  the  parents  of  children  as  follows : 
"WiHiam,  of  Johnstown,  Pa.;  Thomas  M. ; John, 
of  Milesburg,  Pa. : Jlary,  wdfe  of  A.  W.  Rishel ; 
Clara,  wife  of  E.  K.  Adams ; and  Frank,  who  died 
in  1898. 

Thomas  M.  Miles  attended  school  at  Howard 
and  klilesburg.  He  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  iron  business  since  he  began  work,  havinu 
first  found  employment  in  a rolling  mill  at  kliles- 
burg,  Center  county,  where  lie  remained  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  then  went  to  Ber- 
wick, Pa.,  where  he  remained  until  his  removal 
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to  Miltuii,  in  1887,  to  take  the  position  of  g-oncral 
superintendent  of  the  iMilton  Manufacturing  C’oni- 
panv.  an  inouinbencv  in  which  ho  is  still  serving. 
His  long  experience  in  the  business  and  at  this 
particular  plant  has  made  him  a valual)le  man  in 
the  place,  and  his  work  is  highly  appreciated. 
i^^r.  ^riles  has  .seven  hundred  employees  tc  look 
after,  and  his  responsibilities  are  well  managed. 
He  has  kept  up  with  the  grovth  of  the  plant,  and, 
indeed,  has  furthered  it  by  his  ethcient  manage- 
ment, so  that  he  may  justly  be  said  to  have  had  a 
part  in  the  upbuilding  of  one  of  Milton's  most  ex- 
tensive manufacturing  establishments,  one  which 
vitally  affects  her  general  welfare.  He  is  well 


known  in  the  local  fraleinal  bodies,  holding  mem- 
bership in  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  the  Encamjiment,  llic 
K.  0.  E.  and  the  Eoyal  Arcanum. 

On  Dec.  25,  1870,  Mr.  Elites  was  married  to 
Clara  Oensel,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  iUarv  .1. 
Oensel,  of  Berwick,  Pa.,  ami  they  have  had  Ihna' 
sons:  Oscar,  who  is  employed  by  the  IMilton  IManu- 
facturing  Company;  Frank,  who  is  now  a student 
at  State  College;  and  Charles,  a student  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia.  The 
family  Itome  is  a beautiful  residence  at  No.  ;!12 
Front  street,  Milton.  iMr.  IMiles  is  a member  of 
the  iMethodist  Church,  of  which  he  was  an  otllciai 
for  ten  years. 
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